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PART ONE 

CHAPTER I 

THE BEGINNING O F  PEORIA 

"The student of history delights in a good foundation on which to start to 
write history, without which, it is like beginning in the middle of a story."- 
Rufus Blanchard. 

The history of Peoria is one of unusual interest. Emerging as it does grad- 
ually from the dim, unknown and unknowable past, it connects the myths, fable, 
and fancy of the Indian with the wonderful things of our modern life-the 
Piasa bird with the flying machine. At the time when the first persons who 
were able to write permanent and intelligible records of what they saw and 
heard visited this country, the beautiful valley of the Illinois was in the posses- 
sion of the "Illinois," a confederacy composed of five Indian tribes, the Kas- 
kaskias, Peorias, Cahokias, Tamaroas, and Mitchigamies. The name of the 
confederacy is now seen and will be forever recognized in the names of our 
glorious state and our own lovely river connecting the great lakes on the north 
with the great river, "Father of Waters," on the west. 

I feel inclined to call the Pe-0'-rias our tribes, because their melodious name 
is made imperishable in the name of our own fair city and our beautiful lake. 

The Kaskaskias, who were the strongest tribe of the confederacy, have 
given their name to one of the largest rivers in Illinois and also to the first 
capital of the state. 

The Cahokias are remembered in the name of a town near St. Louis which, 
in many ways, is closely connected with the history of Peoria. 

Sixty miles southeast of St. Louis the City of Tamaroa perpetuates the 
memory of another tribe and the Mitchigamies have given their name to the 
great lake on our north-eastern borders. 

Thus, although the melancholy tale of the sufferings and extermination of 
these Indians is read in the setting sun, their names will remind us forever of 
those who were here before the coming of the white men. 

When the first missionary asked the Indians what they were called, they 
replied that they were "Illini" saying the word meant perfect, manly men. 
The missionaries added the letters "ois" a French termination meaning a race 
or tribe; hence the word "Illinois" means a race of perfect manly men. May 
it long be truly characteristic of those who shall live within our boundaries! 

Peoria is situated near forty degrees and forty minutes north. 
Peorians sometimes complain of the climate. It  does occasionally change 

a great many degrees in a short time but it changes more rapidly in some other 
places in the temperate zone. Of course, in the far north it is always cold and 
in the torrid zone it is always hot and little change either place and for some 
ailments of persons of delicate health the Peoria climate is not suitable, but 
for persons in good health, it is probably as healthy a climate as Fan be found 
anywhere and it is believed that for the majority of such persons there is no 
climate more desirable. 

If we desire to learn what other places are situated in our latitude and would 
follow our latitude eastward, we would pass near Logansport, Indiana; Lima 
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2 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

and Canton, Ohio; Pittsburg, Pennsylvania and a little south of New York 
City; crossing the Atlantic, we would land about one-third of the way down 
on the coast of Portugal; pass near Madrid, Spain; pass through the north end 
of Sardena; then near Naples and Brindisi in Italy; Salonika in Greece; near 
Coilstantinople and Erzerum; near Baku on the western side of the Caspian, the 
great oil country; then in Central Asia; near Bokahra and Samarkand in the 
Steppes of Central Asia where it is often fifty degrees below zero in winter 
and of tropical heat in summer, although it is about the same latitude as Peoria; 
then near Peking, China; within sixty miles of the north end of the great Jap- 
anese island of Nipon; and crossing the Pacific land on the Pacific coast about 
half way between San Francisco and the southern boundary of Oregon; then 
near Salt Lake City, the northern line of Colorado; through Lincoln, Nebraska; 
and Burlington, Iowa, to Peoria. 

Peoria is eighty-nine degrees and forty minutes west of Greenwich. I f  we 
would follow that degree of longitude south, we would pass near Cairo, Mem- 
phis and New Orleans and out in the Pacific Ocean, five hundred miles west 
of Panama, going past the South pole and coming north on the opposite parallel, 
we would pass near Calcutta; Lasso, the great religious center of Thibet, the 
holy capital city of the Buddhists; thence through Siberia to the North pole 
and from there down on this side of the earth, through the center of the west 
one-third of Hudson Bay and through the west one-third of Lake Superior. 

The contour of the earth's surface in this valley of the Illinois was of course, 
the same when first seen by white men as it is now; but in some portions of it, 
swamps, the ancient habitant of ducks and wild geese, beavers and muskrats, 
have been drained and turned into the most valuable of farms, gardens and 
orchards, happy homes for happy families. This section of Illinois is very pro- 
ductive, well watered and well supplied with coal and it will receive attention 
in a subsecluent chapter. 

The vegetation has greatly changed. At that time, along the rivers and the 
ravines leading to them, there were forests of l~icliory, oak, elm, walnut, locust, 
ash, cottonwood, hard maple or sugar trees, soft maple, wild clierry, re4 haws, 
black haws, persimmons and pawpaws, together with wild plums, crab apples, 
blackberries, raspberries, grapes, strawberries and gooseberries; and away from 
the streams were broad prairies covered with a kind of coarse tall prairie grass 
-the seed stems of which were six or eight feet high-interspersed with rosin 
weeds and with a blue flower so that at certain seasons of the year the prairies 
seemed blue and purple, and in other seasons, gray, green or yellow. This vegeta- 
tion, we are told by early pioneers, grew so high that horsemen on the level prairies 
two or thiee hundred yards apart could not see each other; and when in full 
growth, it was waved by the summer breeze like the rolling billows of the deep 
ocean, blue and green, very beautiful and enchanting. Some of these prairies 
were fifteen or twenty miles wide and some of them extended in all directions 
as far as the eye could reach. If at the season of the year when this prairie 
grass was dry, it happened purposely or accidentally to be ignited, the confla- 
gration was a t  once terrible and magnificent, and could be seen for a score of 
miles. All these varieties of trees may still be found in reduced numbers here 
and there, along the streams, but the prairie grass, the golden rosin weeds, and 
the purple flowers are almost entirely things of the past though a specimen may 
be found here and there, perhaps, in some country church yard that has never 
been cultivated or pastured. 

The Illinois valley was from its earliest history known to be a remarkable 
producer of Indian corn. I t  seems to have been "The Corn Belt" from the very 
start. The Indians also cultivated beans, melons and squashes. The productive- 
ness of this part of the country was recognized from the beginning by the In- 
dians in the name they gave their village, PEORIA. which signifies "The Land 
of Fat Beasts." Marquette says of it that his party had seen nothing like the 
Illinois valley for fertility. 
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The animals consisted chiefly of the bison which roamed in immense herds, 
nuinbering thousands. These when stampeded could neither be stopped nor 
turned aside, and one's only safety was to escape out of their way. The bison 
were generally mis-called buffalc by the inhabitants. They were not much like 
the buffalo. They were called "cattle" by some of the early missionaries and 
explorers but they were not cattle in the sense in which we now use the word. 
They were a separate and distinct species peculiar to this part of the world. 
What we now call cattle in this country were first brought over to America by 
Columbus on his second voyage and from that time on were frequently 
imported by the Spaniards. The bison were not valuable as dairy animals; 
they furnished very little milk, although what they did give was rich 
and good. Moreover, notwithstanding what Hennepin says, they probably were 
not, and could not have been made useful as draft animals or for any domestic 
purposes. Some of the early missionaries and pioneers tried to take them when 
young and train them for draft purposes but on reaching their growth, they 
would often run away to join any herd of their wild roving kindred coming 
into the neighborhood; six months afterward they might be found with the herd 
with their halters or harness still on them. From the earliest time of which we 
have any knowledge they were extremely numerous but about the time the 
lndiatl left, they all migrated to the west in a body apparently and our Illinois 
country knew them no more. Their departure was sudden and complete. 

The Indians had no horses. These too were brought over from Europe by 
the Spaniards, and probably by others of the white race. They eventually 
became numerous; and a t  the present time large herds of wild horses, the de- 
scendants of the early importations, are found on some.of our western plains. 
These wild horses or  ponies are smaller than those in our domestic use, but 
hardy and enduring, and cattle ranchers use them because they can live on the 
short grass of our semi-arid plains summer and winter without other food or 
shelter. I t  was only after the Indians obtained and learned to use them, that 
they were able to inhabit or migrate across the prairies. 

Bears were to be found and the Indians greatly prized their meat for  food. 
There were also turkeys, ducks, geese, rabbits and foxes. The bears and foxes 
are gone. The wolves that then abounded are now very scarce and rapidly 
passing away. There were wild pigeons by the million but these are aow no 
more. There were prairie chickens but now one can seldom be found. There 
doubtless were quail and we still have them as well as the rabbits among us ;  
and thanks to our game laws, the quail may be preserved, for although they 
are not a domestic bird they do not seem to flee from civilization. 

I t  is not known that the Indians had any domestic animal except probably 
the dog. 

The rivers, especially the Illinois, were at that time as now, filled with a n  
abundance of the finest kind of fish and they were largely used for food by the 
Indians. 





CHAPTER I1 

THE ABORIGINES 

"There's a sweetness in thy name, 
Illinois, Illinois ! 

That betrays from whence it came, 
Illinois, Illinois ! 

Soft and mellow are its sounds, 
Loved beyond thy river bounds, 
Land of prairies and of mounds, 

Illinois, Illinois ! 
Land of prairies and of mounds, 

Illinois, Illinois !" 

There is indeed music in the word Illinois (Ill-i-noi). 
Historians agree that the Indians who. were in the valley of the Illinois when 

it was first visited by the missionaries were neither the original inhabitants nor 
their descendants, but that this whole country in the valley of the Mississippi 
river comprising the states of Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Ohio, and Indiana, to- 
gether with some other northern states and also Arizona and New Mexico were 
formerly inhabited by a race which has either perished from the earth or, going 
farther south became the forefathers of the Aztecs, Toltecs and other ancient 
peoples of Mexico and Central America. This early race has received the name 
of Mound Builders because mound building was one of their chief characteris- 
tics and the one by which we now know of their existence. Their mounds are 
found without number in Ohio and other central western states. (Many scores 
of them are found opposite St. Louis on the Illinois side of the Mississippi 
river and some within the boundaries of St. Louis itself. Some such mounds 
have been seen by the writer in Arizona. There are some smaller mounds on 
the east side of the Illinois river near Peoria and some within Peoria County near 
Chillicothe. 

These ancient people seem to have been tillers of the soil, and from the rec- 
ords which they have left, such as they are, ethnologists have co~~cluded that 
they did not live chiefly by hunting or fishing. I t  is thought that the buffalo 
were not here in their day. Whence the mound builders came or whither they 
have gone is as yet a matter of conjecture. It is an interesting study which the 
limits of our history do not permit us to pursue. 

Mankind in ancient times and in many ancient countries as well as in 
Mexico have built mounds of somewhat similar character, sometimes building 
of stone, sometimes of sunburnt brick. In North America, they are often 
built in terraces, the lowest part reaching a height of twenty or thirty feet, 
upon which one or more smaller mounds are superimposed, as is the case 
with the great Cahokia Mound. They are supposed to have been built as  places 
of religious worship and those who have built them are generally supposed to 
have been worshippers of the sun. 

There are many of these mounds in the United States, some of them being 
regular and perfect pyramids or cones of earth, not faced with stone. The 
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largest group is situated on the level plain of the rich lowland bordering the 
Mississippi opposite the city of St. Louis, within the bounds of our own Illinois 
confederacy at the time of the first discoveries. In the midst of this plain 
where its width is ten or twelve miles, there are still to be seen remains of a 
mound builders' city, which in the interest, and extent of its ruin will compare 
favorably with anything of the kind in the world. There are a great number 
of mounds and earthworks there. In the midst stands the great Caholtia pyra- 
mid, which, though not so high is sajd to be larger in the amount of ground it 
covers than the largest of the pyramids of Egypt and reaches a height of one 
hundred and two feet. I t  covers an area of sixteen acres. Three sides, the 
north, south and east, still retain their straight lines The other has been some- 
what washed away, probably by rains and from the pasturing of cattle on the 
sides. From the terrace, a well eighty feet in depth penetrates the base of the 
structure, which is seen to be composed almost wholly of the black sticky soil 
of the surrounding plain. This is not an oval mound but a pyramid with straight 
sides. A picture of it is presented on the adjoining page. 

We may readily suppose that this large mound was built by manual labor, 
the earth being simply carried and deposited in a pile. 

The curious may study further details in regard to the Cahokia &found in 
"The Antiquities of Cahokia" where it is described by Breckinridge who visited 
it in 1811. 

The mounds in Illinois have never been as thoroughly investigated as we 
could wish, but among the works of similar and probably related pre-historic 
people is a mound which the writer has seen in Arizona about seven hundred 
or eight hundred feet long and half as broad and probably twenty-five feet 
high, about ten miles northeast of Phoenix. I t  has been explored by several 
reliahle parties and reports of their explorations may be seen in the office of 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

The ancient cliff dwellers may have belonged to the same or a similar race. 
Neither they nor the h/Iound Builders seem to have known anything of the use 
of iron. They and the Mound Builders had all disappeared before the Indians 
came who occtlpied that territory both in Illinois and Arizona when first dis- 
covered by white men as appears from the fact that the Indians of Illinois when 
first seen by white men were unable to tell anything about the builders of any 
of the mounds, or the houses of the cliff dwellers, or when they were built, or  
why. They seem in fact hardly to have noticed their existence. 

,4mong other remains of these prehistoric people are painted rocks, with 
their scarcely intelligible records. The most remarkable of these pictographs 
in Illinois were found between Alton and the mouth of the Illlinois river at the 
mouth of the Piasa (pronounced Pi'-a-saw) Creek. They are the two pictures 
of the Piasa Bird-half dragon and half bird-cut into the rock one hundred 
feet up the face of the cliff and painted in extremely durable colors of green, 
red, and black. Near these pictures of the Piasa bird there were several pic- 
torial writings which archaeologists think they are able to interpret. Who 
will he the Champollian who shall read these Rosetta stones? Unfortunately 
the Piasa bird and other pictographs in that neighborhood are now gone for- 
ever for within the last generation those bluffs have been quarried by the in- 
mates of the Alton penitentiary to obtain rock to manufacture lime. However, 
several early copies were made and are to be found in books of history and 
romance. The picture of the Piasa bird as described by Marquette and copied 
from the drawing which he is said to have made is given on an adjoining page. 

Marquette, who was the first white man to see it, gives the following de- 
scription : 

"As we coasted along rocks (near Alton), frightful for their height and 
length, we saw two monsters painted on one of these rocks, which startled us 
a t  first, and on which the boldest Indian dare not gaze long. They are as large 
as a calf, with horns on the head like a deer, a fearful look, red eyes, bearded 
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like a tiger, the face somewhat like a man's, the body covered with scales, and 
the tail so long that it twice makes the turn of the body, passing over the head 
and down between the legs, and ending at last in a fish's tail. Green, red, and 
a kind of black, are the colors employed. On the whole, these two monsters 
are so well painted that we could not believe any Indian to have been the 
designer, as good painters in France would find it hard to do as well; besides 
this, they are so high upon the rock that it is hard to get conveniently at them 
to paint them. This is pretty nearly the figure of these monsters, as I drew 
it off ." 

The pictures of that Piasa Bird as seen by white men before the rocks were 
destroyed were much larger than calves. .Marquette must have been deceived 
by the distance they were from his canoes. 

The Piasa Bird, on account of its being such a work of art  and so terrible, 
has become the subject of traditions amongst the Indians since Marquette's 
time, but such traditions as ignorant and imaginative people might originate 
then~selves. I t  is possibly worth our time to relate one of these traditions. I t  
is as follows: 

"Many thousand moons before the arrival of the pale faces, when the great 
Magalonyx and Mastodon, whose bones are now dug up, were still living in the 
land of green prairies, there existed a bird of such dimensions that he could 
easily carry off in his talons a full-grown deer. Having obtained a taste for 
human flesh, from that time he would prey on nothing else. H e  was as artful 
as he was powerful, and would dart suddenly and unexpectedly upon an 
Indian, bear him off into one of the caves of the bluff, and devour him. Hun- 
dreds of warriors attempted for years to destroy him, but without success. 
Whole villages were nearly depopulated, and consternation spread through all 
the tribes of the Illini. 

"Such was the state of affairs when Ouatogo, the great chief of the Illini, 
whose fame extended beyond the great lakes, separating himself from the rest 
of his tribe, fasted in solitude for the space of a whole moon, and prayed to 
the Great Spirit, the Master of Life, that he would protect his children from 
the Piasa. 

"On the last night of the fast the Great Spirit appeared to Ouatogo in a 
dream, and directed him to select twenty of his bravest warriors, each armed 
with a bow and poisoned arrows, and conceal them in a designated spot. Near 
the place of concealment another warrior was to stand in open view, as a victim 
for the Piasa, which they must shoot the instant he pounced upon his prey. 

"When the chief awoke in the morning, he thanked the Great Spirit, and 
returning to his tribe told them his vision. The warriors were quickly selected 
and placed in ambush as directed. Ouatogo offered himself as the victim. H e  
was willing to die for  his people. Placing himself in open view on the bluffs, 
he soon saw the Piasa perched on the cliff eyeing his prey. The chief drew up 
his manly form to his utmost height, and, planting his feet firmly upon the 
earth, he began to chant the denthsong of an Indian warrior. The moment after, 
the Piasa arose into the air, and swift as the thunderbolt darted down on his 
victim. Scarcely had the horrid creature reached his prey before every bow 
was sprung and every arrow was sent quivering to the feather into his body. 
The Piasa uttered a fearful scream, that sounded far over the opposite side 
of the river, and expired. Ouatogo was unharmed. Not an arrow, not even 
the talons of the bird, had touched him. The Master of Life, in admiration 
of Ouatogo's deed, had held over him an invisible shield. 

"There was the wildest rejoicing among the Illini, and the brave chief was 
carried in triumph to the council house, where it was solemnly agreed that in 
memory of the great event in their nation's history, the image of the Piasa 
should be engraved on the bluff. 

"Such is the Indian tradition. Of course I cannot vouch for its truth. This 
much, however, is certain, that the figure of a huge bird, out in the solid rock, 
is still there, and a t  a height that is perfectly inaccessible. 
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"How and for what purpose it was made I leave it for others to determine. 
Even at this day a r  Indian never passes the spot in his canoe w ut firing his 
gun at the figure of the Piasa. The marks of the balls ,en the ro are almost 
innumerable." -*- 

% 
These works of the pre-historic races are interesting to us because they are 

within the territory occupied by our Illinois confederacy, and the story of the 
Piasa bird because it was probably the invention of the Illinois and had the 
chief of that tribe for  its hero. The fact that the Indians who were here when 
Marquette and other missionaries came really knew nothing about these old 
ruins leads archaeologists to believe that the mound builders had gone long 
before our tribes came, as otherwise our tribes would probably have had some 
tradition of their presence or of how they were driven out. The mound builders 
seem to have enjoyed a higher state of civilization than the Indian tribes who 
succeeded them. Sic transit gloria mundi. 

The Indians who were found here were a barbarous and savage race, as 
were most of those then found within the present territory of the United 
States, though our tribes were probably not so fierce and brutal as many others. 
Much as we most sincerely regret the fate of the Indians who seem to be passing 
away, the author-as a present representative of a family which, for seven 
generations, has lived each generation on the Indian frontier,-may be pardoned 
if he suggests that there seems to have been some excuse for the maxim of the 
old pioneers that "there were no good Indians but dead Indians." This, like all 
rules, of course, is to be understood with its exceptions, some of which will 
have attention later. There were some noble red men, and many of them were 
barbarously treated by infamous white men. I t  is a painful fact that the selfish, 
cunning and strong from that day to this have always imposed upon, trodden 
down and destroyed the weak, unwary and unwise, whether white, red or black, 
and are doing it in our very midst to-day notwithstanding all our efforts and 
all our constitutions and laws made to prevent it. 

The laws of nature and the laws of God, which are the same thing, forbid 
that the magnificent prairies and forests with which H e  has blessed mankind 
should be permitted to remain in their primitive state as pasture ground for 
bison and bears in order to accomn~odate Indians who were unwilling to work, 
thus violating God's first command to man-"In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bready'-while men who are willing to work and who can make one acre 
produce more food than an Indian obtained from a whole section must be al- 
lowed to go hungry. The Indians had no title to the land, and they could not 
use it. They did not even have possession of any of it except for villages in 

which they made no valuable improvements. They lived here and there. 
Wherever they could find fishing, they set up their wigwams or built little 
cabins sometimes of logs plastered with mud and covered with grass. 

We must also remember that the first white men that came to visit the 
Indians came for the purpose of teaching them a better mode of living, a thing 
they needed to know but were very slow to learn. 

The most beautiful parts of Virginia and Kentucky, the Shenandoah Valley 
and the Blue Grass region of Kentucky were never settled by the Indians at 
all but were left wildernesses and were the constant scenes of their internecine 
wars, savages fighting savages in a war of destruction and extermination, and 
this before ever the white me2 came. The name Kentucky, which the Indians 
gave to that country meant in their language "the dark and bloody ground" 
and they had made it such, while now to many "the old Kentucky Home" is 
the most heavenly place on earth. 

Nor can the white men be charged with killing off the Indians by fighting 
them; for between the time the first white men came and the time when they 
could exert any influence over the Indians or fight them aggressively, many 
more Indians were killed by Indians than were ever killed by white men. 

I t  is the usual characteristic of all Indian warriors that they indulged in 
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polygamy, made slaves of their squaws, refusing to work themselves, tortured 
their captives, offered human sacrifices to their pagan gods and fought neigh- 
boring tribes to extermination. 

THE PEORIAS 

W e  are now ready to be introduced to the Peorias and as it is the first time 
that we have met them and as Rfarquette is our only mutual friend, we will 
permit him to introduce us in his own way. 

The time is the 25th of June, 1673; the place, the western bank of the 
Mississippi, between Burlington and Fort ,Madison at the mouth of the Des 
Moines. 

Marquette's introduction is somewhat long but very interesting and he gives 
us a pretty good description of their manner of life and their hospitality. Al- 
though neither he nor Joliet had ever met this tribe, each party had learned 
something of the other through the traders and RiIarquette and Joliet under- 
stood to some extent ,the languages of the Indians in this part of the country. 
In his own words as translated for our better understanding by John G. Shea, 
Marquette says : 

"We advanced constantly, but as we did not know where we were going, 
having already made more than a hundred leagues without having discovered 
anything but beasts and birds, we kept well on our guard. Accordingly we 
made only a little fire on the shore at night to prepare our meal, and after sup- 
per kept as far  from it as possible, passing the night in our canoes, which we 
anchored in the river pretty far from the bank. Even this did not prevent one 
of us from always serving as a sentinel, for fear of a surprise. 

"At last, on the 2jth of June, we perceived footprints of men by the water- 
side, and a beaten pat11 entering a beautiful prairie. We stopped to examine it, 
and concluding that it was a path leading to some Indian village, we resolved 
to go and reconnoitre; we accordingly left our two canoes in charge of our 
people, cautioning them strictly to beware of a surprise; then M. Jollyet and I 
undertook this rather hazardous discovery for two single men, who thus put 
themselves at the discretion of an unknown and barbarous people. We fol- 
lowed the little path in silence, and having advanced about two leagues, we 
discovered a village on the banks of the river, and two others on a hill, half a 
league from the former. 

"Then, indeed, we recommended ourselves to God, with all our hearts; and, 
having implored His help, we passed on undiscovered, and came so near that 
we even heard the Indians talking. W e  then deemed it time to announce our- 
selves, as we did by a cry, which we raised with all our strength, and then 
halted without advancing any farther. At this cry the Indians rushed out of 
their cabins, and having probably recognized us as French, especially seeing a 
black gown, or at least having no reason to distrust us, seeing we were but two, 
and had made known our coming, they deputed four old men to come and 
speak with us. Two carried tobacco-pipes well-adorned, and trimmed with 
many kinds of feathers. They marched slowly, lifting their pipes toward the 
sun as if offering them to him to smoke, but yet without uttering a single word. 
They were a long time coming the little way from the village to us. Having 
reached us at last, they stopped to consider us attentively. I now took courage, 
seeing these ceremonies, which are used by them only with friends, and still 
more on seeing them covered with stuffs, which made me to judge them to 
be allies. I, therefore, spoke to them first, and asked them who they were; 
they answered that they were Illinois, and, in token of peace, they presented 
their pipes to smoke. They then invited us to their village where all the tribe 
awaited us with impatience. These pipes for smoking are called in the country, 
calumets, a word that is so much in use that I shall be obliged to employ it 
in order to be understood, as  I shall have to speak of it frequently. 
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i'At the door of the cabin in which we were to be received, was an old man 
awaiting us in a very remarkable posture, which is their usual ceremony in 
receiving strangers. This man was standing, perfectly naked, with his hands 
stretched out and raised toward the sun, as if he wished to screen himself 
from its rays, which nevertheless passed through his fingers to his face. When 
we came near him, he paid us this compliment: 'How beautiful is the sun, 0 
Frenchman, when thou comest to visit us! All our town awaits thee, and thou 
shalt enter all our cabins in peace.' He  then took us into his cabin where there was 
a crowd of people, who devoured us with their eyes, but kept a profound 
silence. We heard, however, these words occasionally addressed to us: 'Well 
done, brothers, to visit us !" 

"As soon as we had taken our places, they showed us the usual civility of 
the country, which is to present the calumet. You must not refuse it, unless 
you would pass for an enemy, or at least for being impolite. I t  is, however, 
enough to pretend to smoke. While all the old men smoked after us to honor 
us, some came to invite us on behalf of the great sachem of all the Illinois to 
proceed to his town, where'he wished to hold a council with us. We went with 
a good retinue, for all the people who had never seen a Frenchman among 
them could not tire looking at us;  they threw themselves on the grass by the 
wayside, they ran ahead, then turned and walked back to see us again. All this 
was done without noise, and with marks of a great respect entertained for us. 

"Having arrived at the great sachem's town, we espied him at his cabin-door, 
between two old men, all three standing naked, with their calumet turned to 
the sun. He harangued us in a few words, to congratulate us on our arrival, 
and then presented us his calumet and made us smoke; at the same time we 
entered his cabin, where we received all their usual greetings. Seeing all 
assembled and in silence, I spoke to them by four presents which I made: by 
the first, I said that we marched in peace to visit the nations on the river to 
the sea; by the second, I declared to them that God their Creator had pity on 
them, since, after their having been so long ignorant of Him, He  wished to 
become known to all nations; that I was sent on His behalf with this design; 
that it was for them to acknowledge and obey Him; by the third, that the great 
chief of the French informed them that he spread peace everywhere, and had 
overcome the Iroquois. Lastly, by the fourth, we begged them to give us all 
the information they had of the sea, and of the nations through which we 
should have to pass to reach it. 

"When I had finished my speech, the sachem rose, and laying his hand on 
the head of a little slave, whom he was about to give us, spoke thus: 'I thank 
thee, Blackgown, and thee, Frenchman,' addressing M. Jollyet, 'for taking so 
much pains to come and visit us; never has the earth been so beautiful, nor the 
sun so bright, as today; never has our river been so calm, nor so free from 
rocks, which your canoes have removed as they passed; never has our tobacco 
had so fine a flavor, nor our corn appeared so beautiful as we behold it today. 
Here is my son, that I give thee, that thou mayest know my heart. I pray thee 
to take pity on me and all my nation. Thou knowest the Great Spirit who has 
made us all; thou speakest to Him and hearest His word; ask Him to give me 
life and health, and come and dwell with us, that we may know Him.' Saying 
this, he placed the little slave near us and made us a second present, an all- 
mysterious calumet, which they value more .than a slave; by this present he 
showed us his esteem for our governor, after the account we had given of him; 
by the third, he begged us, on behalf of his whole nation, not to proceed further, 
on account of the great dangers to which we exposed ourselves. 

"I replied, that I did not fear death, and that I esteemed no happiness 
greater than that of losing my life for the glory of Him who made all. But 
this these poor people could not understand. 

"The council was followed by a great feast which consisted of four courses, 
which we had to take with all their ways; the first course was a great wooden. 
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dish full of sagamity, that is to say, of Indian meal boiled in water and seasoned 
with grease. The master of ceremonies, with a spoonful of sagamity, pre- 
sented it three or four times to my mouth, as we would do with a little chilj;  
he did the same to M. Jollyet. For the second course, he brought in a second 
dish containing three fish; he took some pains to remove the bones, and having 
blown upon it to cool it, put it in my mouth, as we would food to a bird; for 
the third course, they produced a large dog, which they had just killed, but 
learning that we did not eat it, it was withdrawn. Finally, the fourth course 
was a piece of wild ox, the fattest portions of which were put into our mouths 

"After this feast we had to visit the whole village, which consists of full 
three hundred cabins. While we marched through the streets, an orator was 
constantly haranguing, to oblige all to see us without being troublesome; we 
were everywhere presented with belts, garters, and other articles made of the 
hair of the bear and wild cattle, dyed red, yellow and gray. These are their 
rareties ; but not being of consequence, we did not burthen ourselves with them. 

"IVe slept in the sachem's cabin, and the next clay took leave of'him, promis- 
ing to pass back through his town in four moons. H e  escorted us to our canoes 
with nearly six hundred persons, who saw us embark. evincing in every possible 
way the pleasure our visit had given them. On taking leave, I personally 
promised that I would return the next year to stay with them, and instruct 
them. But before leaving the Illinois country, it will be well to relate what 
I remarked of their customs and manners. 

"To say Illinois is, in their language, to say 'the men' as if othe; Indians 
compared to them were mere beasts. And it must be admitted that they have 
an air of humanity that we had not remarked in the other nations that we had 
seen on the way. The short stay I made with them did not permit me to 
acquire all the information I would have desired. The following is what I 
remarked in their manners: 

"They are divided into several villages, some of which are quite distant from 
that of which I speak, and which is called Peouarea. This produces a diversity 
in their language which in general has a great affinity to the Algonquin, so that 
we easily understood one another. They are mild and tractable in their dis- 
position, as we experienced in the reception they gave us. They have many 
wives. of whom they are extremely jealous; they watch them carefully, and 
cut off their nose or ears when they do not behave well; I saw several who bore 
the marks of their infidelity. They are well-formed, nimble, and very adroit in 
using the bow and arrow; they use guns also, which they buy of our Indian 
allies who trade wit11 the French; they use them especially to terrify their 
enemies by the noise and smoke, the others lying too far to the west, have never 
seen them, and do not know their use. They are war-like and formidable to 
distant nations in the south and west, where they go to carry off slaves, whom 
they make an article of trade, selling them at a high price to other nations for 
goods. 

"The distant nations against whom they go to war, have no knowledge of 
Europeans; they are acquainted with neither iron nor copper, and have nothing 
but stone knives, When the Illinois set out on a war party, the whole village 
is notified by a loud cry made at the door of their huts the morning and evening 
before they set out. The chiefs are distinguished from the soldiers by their 
wearing a scarf ingeniously made of the hair of bears and wild oxen. The face 
is painted with red lead or ochre, which is found in great quantities a few days' 
journey from their village. They live by game, which is abundant in this coun- 
try, and on Indian corn, of which they always gather a .good crop, so that they 
have never suffered from famine. They also sow beans and melons, which are 
excellent, especially those with a red seed. Their squashes are not of the best; 
they dry them in the sun, to eat in the winter and spring. 

"Their cabins are very large; they are lined and floored with rush mats. 
They inake all their dishes of wood, and their spoons of the bones of the buffalo, 
which they cut so well that it serves them to eat their sagamity easily. 
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"They are liberal in their maladies, and believe that the medicines given 
them operate in proportion to the presents they have made the medicine-man. 
Their only clothes are skins; their women are always dressed very modestly 
and decently, while the men do not take any pains to cover themselves. Through 
what superstition I kcow not, some Illinois, as well as some Nadouessi (Sioux 
or Dacotas), while yet young, assume the female dress, and keep it all their 
life. There is some mystery about it, for they never marry, and glory in de- 
basing themselves to do all that is done by women; yet they go to war, though 
allowed to use only a club, and not the bow and arrow, the peculiar arm of men ; 
they are present at all the juggleries and solemn dances in honor of the calumet; 
they are permitted to sing, but not to dance; they attend the councils, and 
nothing can be decided without their advice; finally, by the profession of an 
extraordinary life, they pass for manitous (that is, for genii), or persons of 
consequence. 

"It now only remains for me to speak of the calumet, than which there is 
nothing amo'ng them more n~ysterious or more esteemed. Men do not pay to 
the crowns and sceptres of kings the honor they pay to i t ;  it seems to be the 
god of peace and war, the arbiter of life and death. Carry it about you and 
show it, and you can march fearlessly amid enemies, who even in the heat of 
battle lay down their arms when it is shown. Hence the Illinois gave me one, to 
serve as my safeguard amid all the nations that I had to pass on my voyage. 
There is a calumet for peace, and one for war, distinguished only by the color 
of the feathers with which they are adorned, red being the sign of war. They 
use them also for settling disputes, strengthening alliances, and speaking to 
strangers. I t  is made of a polished red stone, lilce marble, so pierced that one 
end serves to hold the tobacco, while the other is fastened on the stem, which is 
a stick two feet long, as thick as a common cane, and pierced in the middle; 
it is ornamented with the head and neck of different birds of beautiful plumage ; 
they also add large feathers of red, green and other colors, with which it is 
all covered. They esteem it particularly because they regard it as the calumet 
of the sun; and, in fact, they present it to him to smoke when they wish to 
obtain calm, or rain, or fair weather. They scruple to bathe at the beginning 
of summer, or to eat new fruits. till they have danced it. They do it thus: 

"The calumet dance, which is very famous among these Indians, is per- 
formed only for important matters, sometimes to strengthen a peace or to as- 
semble for some great war;  at other times for a public rejoicing; sometimes 
they do this honor to a nation who is invited to be present; sometimes they use 
it to receive some important personage, as if they wished to give him the en- 
tertainment of a ball or comedy. In winter the ceremony is performed in a 
cabin, in summer in the open fields. They select a place surrounded with trees, 
so as to be sheltered beneath their foliage against the heat of the sun. In the 
middle of the space they spread out a large parti-colored mat of rushes; this 
serves as a carpet, on which to place with honor the god of the one who gives 
the dance; for every one has his own god, or manitou as they call it, which is 
a snake, a bird, or something of the kind, which they have dreamed in their 
sleep, and in which they put all their trust for the success of their wars, fishing, 
and hunts. Near this manitou and at its right, they put the calumet in honor 
of which the feast is given, making around about it a kind of trophy, spreading 
there the arms used by the warriors of these tribes, namely, the war-club, bow, 
hatchet, quiver, and arrows. 

"Things being thus arranged, and the hour for dancing having arrived, those 
who are to sing take the most honorable place under the foliage. They are the 
men and the women who have the finest voices, and who accord perfectly. The 
spectators then come and take their places around under the branches; but each 
one on arrival must salute the matlitou, which he does by inhaling the smoke 
and then puffing it from his mouth upon it, as if offering incense. Each one 
goes first and takes the calumet respectfully, and supporting it with both hands, 
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makes it dance in cadence, suiting himself to the air of the song; he makes it 
go through various figures, sometimes showing it to the whole assembly by 
turning it from side to  side. 

" ~ f t e r  this, he who is to begin the dance appears in the midst of the as- 
sembly, and goes first; sometimes he presents it to the sun, as if he wished it to 
smoke; sometimes he inclines it , to  the earth; and at other times he spreads 
its wings as if for it to fly; at other times, he approaches it to the mouths of 
the spectators for them to smoke, the whole in cadence. This is the first scene 
of the ballet. 

"The second consists in a combat, to the sound of a kind of drum, which 
succeeds the songs, or rather joins them, harmonizing quite well. The dancer 
beckons to some brave to come and take the arms on the mat, and challenges 
him to fight to the sound of the drums; the other approaches, takes his bow 
and arrow, and begins a duel against the dancer who has no defence but the 
calumet. This spectacle is very pleasing, especially as it is always done in time, 
for one attacks, the other defends; one strikes, the other parries; one flies, the 
other pursues; then he who fled faces and puts his enemy to flight. This is 
all done so well with measured steps, and the regular sound of voices and 
drums, that it might pass for a very pretty opening of a ballet in France. 

"The third scene consists of a speech delivered by the holder of the calumet, 
for the combat being ended without bloodshed, he relates the battles he was in, 
the victories he has gained; he names the nations, the places, the captives he 
has taken, and as a reward, he who presides at the dance presents him with a 
beautiful beaver robe, or something else, which he receives, and then he presents 
the calumet to another, who hands it to a third, and so to all the rest, till all 
having done their duty, the presiding chief presents the calumet itself to the 
nation invited to this ceremony in token of the eternal peace which shall reign 
between the two tribes." 

Indian customs form a very enticing study but space forbids more being 
said about them here. H. H. Bancroft In discussing these questions says that 
his work embodies the researches of some five hundred travelers. 

Hennepin gives the following account of the village of the Kaskaskias near 
Starved Rock. 

"It contains four hundred and sixty cabins made like long arbors and cov- 
ered with double mats of flat flags, so well sewed that they are never pene- 
trated by the wind, snow or rain. Each cabin has four or five fires, and each 
fire has one or two families, who all live together in a good understanding." 

This was probably the largest and best built village in the territory occupied 
by the Illinois tribes a t  that time. 

More frequently they lived in wigwams, a kind of a rude tent made by 
setting a circle of poles in the ground, tying the tops together and covering them 
over with skins of wild animals. These wigwams they could take down and 
move as quickly as a soldier could move his tent. This they did frequently, and 
would leave even their villages in a body for their hunting grounds, only re- 
turning with the change of season. 

Concerning tribal boundaries, H. H. Bancroft says: 
"Acctlrately to draw partition lines between primitive nations is impossible. 

Migrating with the seasons, constantly at war, driving and being driven far past 
the limits of hereditary boundaries, extirpating and being extirpated, over- 
whelming, intermingling; like a human sea, swelling and surging in its wild 
struggle with the winds of fate, they come and go, here to-day, yonder to-mor- 
row. A traveler passing over the country finds it inhabited by certain tribes; 
another coming after finds all changed. One writer gives certain names to 
certain nations; another changes the name, or  gives to the nation a totally dif- 
ferent locality. An approximation, however, can be made sufficiently correct 
for practical purposes." 

T11e location of our Illinois tribes is somewhat difficult for they made no 
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permanent improvements. They never owned their land in severalty. No 
Indian could point out a piece of land as belonging to him and to his family 
after him, and as being his to improve it for their benefit. 

MIGRATIONS O F  THE ILLINOIS 

The locatioil of our Indian tribes is shown as definitely as possible by the 
adjoining maps. 

Practically, when first discovered, our Illinois tribes occupied the Illinois 
Valley and the banks of the Mississippi for a little distance below it. (See 
first cut on the adjoining page.) 

Our own Peorians occupied a village where Peoria City now stands and 
one on the west bank of the Mississippi river, almost due west from Peoria 
together with all of the territory between the Illinois and Rlississippi rivers, 
south of a line connecting these two villages. 

The Kickapoos were found between the Rock River and the Mississippi. 
The Pottawottomies in the southeastern corner of Wisconsin and our tribes 
were bounded on the northeast by the Wea Miamis and on the southeast by 
the Piankeshaw Miamis, while the powerful and bloody Shawnees extended 
over into the southeast corner of Illinois along the Ohio river. 

Eighty-one years later in 1765 (see cut number two), when this territory 
was ceded by France to England, the Indians had moved further south. The 
Sauks and Foxes then inhabited the territory between the Illinois river and the 
Mississippi. The Pottawottomies had come to occupy the territory about the 
southern end of Lake Michigan. The Kickapoos who were at first found in 
the neighborhood of Galena were now occupying central Illinois east of the 
Illinois river, and the Illinois tribes, very much reduced in number were driven 
down and were living about the mouth of the Kaskaskia river opposite St. 
Louis. Yet later, a t  the outbreak of the war of 1812, between the Americans 
and the English, while the Winnebagos had crowded down and were occupying 
part of the territory north of the Rock River, the Sauks and Foxes were still 
up along the Mississippi river. The Pottawottomies, who so mercilessly mas- 
sacred the Kaslcaslcias near Starved Rock, were occupying the northern half 
of the valley of the lllinois and the Kickapoos were in the southern part of 
Illinois. The Pianlceshaw Miamis were driven over into Indiana and the rem- 
nant that was left of our poor Illinois tribes were occupying a little territory 
down near St. Louis. 

General Willian~ H. Harrison in a letter dated 1814 says that when he was 
first appointed governor of Indiana territory, in 1800, our once powerful Illinois 
confederacy was reduced to about thirty warriors of whom twenty-five were 
Kaskaskias, four Peorias and one a Mitchigamian. A furious war between 
them and the Sauks had reduced them to this forlorn remnant and they had 
taken refuge among the white people of the towns of Kaskaskia and St. Gene- 
vieve. Since 1800 they have been moved from reservation to reservation until 
in 1872 they had dwindled to forty men, women, and children, and were located 
in the northeast corner of what is now Oklahoma, having merged with the 
Miamis and other tribes. 

The Illinois confederacy had already commenced to decline when the first 
white men came here, but they were once a powerful organization. Father 
Membre says that in 1680 they had seven or eight thousand souls in their one 
village a t  Starved Rock. In the days of their power, they had nearly exter- 
minated the Winnebagos, and their war parties had penetrated the towns of 
the Iroquois as far east as the valleys of the Mohawk and the Genesee. Mar- 
quette himself says in the passage quoted above, "They had an air of humanity 
that we had not remarked in the other nations we had seen." 

A daughter of a sub-chief of the Peoria tribe gave 1,;rth to a son in 1793 
where the Kaskaskia and the "River of the Plains" unite to form the beginning 
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of the Illinois and called him Baptiste Peoria. His reputed father was a French- 
Canadian trader named Baptiste. The son was a man of large stature, pos- 
sessed of great strength, activity and courage and was like Keokuk, the great 
chief of the Sac and Fox Indians, a fearless and expert horseman. H e  soon 
canle into prominence and his known integrity and ability secured the confidence 
cf all so that he was for many years in the employ of the United States govern- 
ment. Cy precept and example he spent the better portion of a busy life in 
persistent efforts to save the fragment of the Illinois and Miamis by encourag- 
ing them to adopt the ways of civilized life. He finally collected the remnants 
of the scattered tribes of Indians and in 1867 led then1 out to the northeast 
corner of Indian Territory, where he died at the age of eighty years. 

I t  will be interesting to those who now reside in Peoria and vicinity and 
own and occupy the land once occupied by the Peorias as hunting and fishing 
grounds when the white men first came, to know what bas become of the rem- 
nant of the Indians who lived here at that time. 

The different tribes composing the Illinois confederacy were amalgamated 
with each other and they all then became known as the Peorias, and then again 
they were amalgamated with the Miamis and were called the Peoria-Miami 
Indians and we have seen that they moved out to northeastern Oklahoma to a 
reservation there, where they are now living, under the leadership of Baptiste 
Peoria, one of their leading men. 

All but five of the one hundred forty-four Peorias wear citizen's dress- 
that is, white man's dress. 

The Indians in the accepted sense have disappeared leaving a race in which 
white blood predominates-a people having nothing in common with the Indian 
and having everything in common with the whites. 

As long ago as 1890, of the one hundred sixty Indians, one hundred forty 
could converse in English well enough for  ordinary purposes. 

Twenty years ago, all the Peorias were made citizens of the United States 
and of Olilahon~a. Those people are self-supporting, not having received any 
pension for the last twenty years. In that community there are three white 
persons to each Indian. 

Upon their reservation is incorporated a town called Peoria, where they 
have a postoffice, about twelve miles northeast of Wyandotte, with a popula- 
tion in 1904 of two hundred, at which time out of one hundred ninety-two 
Peorias, there were seventy-one half blood or more and one hundred twenty-one 
of less than half blood. 

In estimating the number of Indians now living and in estimating their in- 
crease or decrease a mistalce is almost always made. They count every person 
of more or less Indian blood as an Indian just as fully as if he were a full 
blooded Indian. I t  might be if this process was kept up long enough we would 
all be counted as Indians. For this reason, in really estimating the number of 
Indians of the Peoria-Miami tribes in existence at present, of the two hundred 
who are half bloods, more or less, that ought to be considered as one hundred 
Indians and one hundred whites. The whltes are as well entitled to count a 
half blood as the Indians are. According to this way of reckoning, it will be 
seen that the Indians of the Peoria-Miami tribe now should be considered as 
equal to one hundred full blood Indians. 

The restriction on the sale of their homesteads of our tribes will expire in 
191 j. 

In marriage and divorce and all other matters, they follo~v the laws of their 
state. 

Since they have become citizens, the government of the United States has 
no further control over their persons. Although some Indians are poor, the 
Peorias, as a rule, are in comfortable circumstances according to the standard 
of con~munities such as theirs. They are a fairly well-to-do people, there being 
among them some thrifty and successful farmers and stock raisers. There are 
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a few uneducated ones in the tribe. A number of them are people of intelli- 
gence, education and refinement, comparing more than favorably with a large 
proportion of the whites who have settled among them. Several reside and 
are engaged in business in Miami, Oklahoma, a modern town of about three 
thousand people located within the agency on the Neosho river. 

There remain a very few full bloods, yet among these are some of the best 
citizens. Many of the tribe are members of the Society of Friends and others 
belong to various denominations. 

The wife of the present member of the legislature from their county is a 
Peoria, a member of one of the old and respected families of the tribe. 

Soon the Indians like the Angles, the Saxons, the Danes and the Celts, the 
Normans and the Gauls will cease to exist among us as a separate people. 

Should some future Bulwer Lytton write the romance of "The Last of the 
Roving Red Monarchs of the Prairies" his hero would be Baptiste Peoria. 





CHAPTER 111 

FORCES W H I C H  MADE PEORIA AND T H E  ,MATERIAL OF WHICH 
I T  W A S  MADE 

"I beg pardon, once and for all, of those readers who take up 'history' 
merely for amusement, for plaguing them so long with old fashioned politics, 
and Whig and Tory, and Hanoverians and Jacobites. The truth is, I cannot 
promise them that this story shall be intelligible, not to say probable, without it." 
-Sir PValter Scott. 

There prevailed in Europe in the days of Le Grand Monarque and the great 
protector, about the middle of the seventeenth century, many fundamental 
principles and ideas influencing society, ecclesiastical and civil, which were 
strenuously contending with each other for supremacy. These warring ele- 
ments prompted and controlled the discovery and settlement of North America 
and influenced our development, determining the character and progress of our 
people and being still effective in the shaping of our institutions, our laws, and 
our civilization. The predominance of some of them in North America and 
their former suppression in South America have made the difference that 
exists to-day between the people, the laws, the civilization and progress, the 
happiness and glory of these two continents. Our southern sister republics are 
now making great advances and for several decades have been but this has come 
about largely through their efforts to follow our example and because they have 
been under the shadow of our flag. In  all probability there would not be a 
republic there to-day if the United States had not demonstrated the proposition 
that a government of the peopl'e, by the people and for the people can live, a t  
least for a hundred years and more. 

The colonies in Soilth America were a hundred years old at the inception 
of those in North America. This was perhaps a disadvantage to them for they 
were begun at a time when civil and religious liberty were little understood any- 
where in the whole world, and they were controlled by Spain and other nations 
which in these respects were the least progressive of all-church and state were 
allied and autocratic ; and the greatest ambition of the people was the acquisition 
of gold. Only one party was allowed in Spain, the leaders being selfish, cor- 
rupt and tyrannical while the working people were little better than serfs or  
beasts of the plow. 

On the other hand when our continent was colonized personal liberty, espe- 
cially the liberty of the mind, had begun to be developed; men were beginning 
to pursue their own way of thinking and to express their opinions freely and 
puhlicly and the plain working people were more respected through all Europe. 

In England a t  this time four great classes of fundamental principles of gov- 
ernment were a t  work each represented by a political party and each favoring 
and favored by some special religious faith and form of church government. 
The churches differed from each other as  much in their form of government as  
in their creeds and each endeavored to have the civil government brought as  
nearly as possible to the rules and forms under which it controlled its ecclesias- 
tical matters. The Independents carried their radical democratic principles not 
only into matters of church but into matters of state as  well. The Presbyte- 
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rians were in both respects more conservative and stood for the principles of 
representative republican government. Then there was the established Episcopal 
Church with its prelates and bishops, its hierarchy in church and its specially 
favored nobility and gentry, its primogeniture and entailed estates. The fourth 
party was that of the Rotnan Catholics, a powerful element in the state. Charles 
I1 was a professional member of the Episcopal Church but in his heart he was 
a sympathizer and lover of the Roman Catholic Church and died in its confession. 
His brother and heir apparent to the succession was an open and pronounced 
Roman Catholic and when he came to the throne, lived on a pension from Louis 
XI i -  the grand master of absolutism. The kings of France and England both 
believe in the right of ltings to rule absolutely by divine appointment and with- 
out the consent of the people. Fortunately no one of these four principal politi- 
cal parties had the uncontrolled power for any great length of time. 

In France, under Louis XIV, the last of these four principles of absolutisn~ 
held full sway. The church and state were absolutely allied and thoroughly 
autocratic, and the king allowed no opposition to his own views or wishes. He 
surrounded himself with able men who merely executed his will and whose 
highest aim was to increase and spread abroad the glory of the king. Colbert, 
his great promoter of French industry, manufactures and trade, and his gen- 
erals Turenne, Conde and Vaban surpassed the statesmen and soldiers of all 
other countries while Louis himself was pre-eminently able, efficient, and accom- 
plished among the ltings and princes of his time which he rendered the most 
illustrious in the French annals. H e  caused the court of Versailles to be every- 
where admired as the model of taste, refinement and distinction but he sought 
nothing but the gratification of his own selfishness and love of pleasure, his 
pride and desire of renown and splendor. His reign became the grave of free- 
dom, of morals, of firmness of character, and of manly sentiment. Court favor 
was the end of every effort of his subjects and flattery the surest means of 
reaching it. Virtue and merit met with little acknowledgment. H e  built up 
the glory and magnificence of his own age and nation while he destroyed the 
only sure and permanent foundations of government. Without the free power 
in the people to conscientiously criticize superiors with impunity, no country can 
be progressive and enduring. Louis permitted nothing of the kind in either 
church or state. Without power in the citizen to act according to his own in- 
dividual judgment and on his own initiative, controlled only by necessary and 
equitable laws and his own conscience undominated by the dictation of auto- 
cratic superiors, no people can be intelligent, progressive, courageous, strong or 
safe. This power in either church or state, Louis completely crushed out in his 
kingdom. The magnificent. centralization of wealth and splendor in his time 
ended after a few generations in a terrible downfall and the horrors of the 
French revolution and Louis and his wrong principles were responsible for  it. 
There was only'one clause in the constitution of France and that was made by 
the Icing himself. I t  reads thus, "The State, I am the State." 

Spain too was a monarchy under the absolute control of the Catholic Church. 
There were other feebler nations that made settlements in what is now the 

territory of the United' States. But the three great kingdoms of Europe- 
Spain, England and France-were almost equal in strength, and for hundreds 
of years it was the policy of European nations to preserve, if possible, the bal- 
ance of power. 

At the time the history of Peoria begins, from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
North Pole, there were very few European settlements situated more than ten 
miles distant from a port accessible to ocean vessels and these were small and 
insignificant. 

Florida was held by the Spaniards. St. Augustine -is the oldest settlement 
in the United States. I t  was and is a walled town, founded in 1565 by Spaniards. 
Possibly Santa Fe, New Mexico, also Spanish, was the next. French Calvinists, 
under the patronage of Admiral Coligny, had made a settlement a short time 
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before a t  St. John in Florida, but the Spanish navy ruthlessly destroyed the 
place, murdering the women and children and making slaves of the men whom 
they did not murder. These people were destroyed because they were Protes- 
tants. 

Meanwhile the English were planting enduring colonies. The Dutch had 
settled in New York and the Swedes in Delaware but their control was of 
short duration. Except for  these little colonies, which were soon absorbed by 
the English, the Atlantic coast was settled from Florida to Canada under the 
auspices and protection of the English government. However, the colonies dif- 
fered greatly in character. Each one of the four parties of England was spe- 
cially interested in its own particular colony and the people of each colony par- 
took of the characteristic of the party, church or sect which colonized it. 

New England was colonized by the Independents. They were divided into 
different sects and were not always tolerant of each other, but they did not differ 
greatly in the character of their people or even in important matters of creed 
or of ecclesiastical and civil government. 

The Dutch colony of New York (New Amsterdam) soon passed into the 
control of the Duke of York, a Roman Catholic, but all religions were tolerated 
and most were to be found there. 

Pennsylvania belonged to a Quaker and Quakers predominated there; but 
it also contained nlany Presbyterians and men of other sects, all of whom en- 
joyed religious liberty. 

New Jersey and Delaware were settled partly by Swedes and Quakers and 
largely by Presbyterians. 

Maryland belonged to a Roman Catholic proprietor but although thus owned 
and governed the nlajority of the people were Protestarlts from a very early 
day. Religious liberty prevailed there until 1692 when it passed for a short 
time under the control of the Episcopalians. 

The leading ITirginians were from the beginning lovers and imitators of the 
English gentry. They loved the English Episcopal Church, which was the es- 
tablished church until after the beginning of the Revolutionary War, and it was 
rather intolerant in the lower counties, nevertheless the Virginians were always 
strong and valiant defenders of liberty. For business reasons, the Lutherans 
were tolerated 11y special statute a t  an early date; and the valleys of the Shenan- 
doah and Holston rivers were first settled by the Scotch and Scotch-Irish Pres- 
byterians, whom Gov. Gooch sought to introduce, on account of their heroic 
fighting qualities, as a defense against the Shawnees, Cherokees, and other war- 
like Indians promising that they should be allowed to enjoy their own religion 
in their own way. There were also some Dutch immigrants who were Protestant 
dissenters. It  will be seen in another chapter that Virginia was really Illinois' 
mother country. 

Neither of the Carolinas nor Georgia was sufficiently settled before the mid- 
dle of the seventeenth century to make it an appreciable element in early colonial 
life or politics. 

,4t the time of the discovery of Illinois, there were probably 150,000 white 
people settled on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean within the present territory of 
the United States ; to the west of them in a territory bounded by the great lakes, 
the Mississippi river, and the Gulf of Mexico, there were approximately an 
equal number of Indians ( 150,000). Probably Plymouth had 6,500 whites ; 
Connecticut, 13,000; hIassachusetts, 19,000; Maine, New Hampshire, and Rhode 
Island had about 3,500 each; New York, 18,000; Virginia about 42,000; htary- 
land probably 16,000; Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware possibly 6,000; 
the Carolinas and Georgia together, 7,000. 

We have given this review of the condition of the eastern colonies because 
they were at that time establishing and developing those great principles of 
civil and religious liberty upon which they united and formed of themselves a 
great nation which from the days of George Rogers Clark and his Virginians 
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protected and defended us and of which we ourselves have since become a 
part so that their destiny and ours have become one; and further because the 
men of heroic character, indomitable energy, self-reliance and individual initia- 
tive who made Peoria were themselves the unique product of those older 
colonies. 

There was not a prelate of any church or sect within the territory of the 
colonies until after the Revolutionary War nor a nobleman, except those who 
were made noble in nature by the grace of God and their own efforts. 

The attempt of France to colonize the new world had not been very success- 
ful. They made their first permanent settlement at Port Royal three years 
before Jamestown was settled. Champlain established a colony at Quebec in 
1608. In 1644 Cardinal Richelieu organized the "Company of New France" 
which was to have the monopoly of trade for fifteen years and on the other hand 
it agreed to take three hundred French Roman Catholic settlers each year to 
the colony and to provide each settlement with three priests. 

In 1660 there were no more than two thousand French settlers in New France 
and there were not probably more than two or three times that many at the time 
Marquette and Joliet visited Illinois. 



CHAPTER IV 

DISCOVERY BY T H E  FRENCH 

"Thou too sail or,, 0 ship of State! 
Sail on, 0 Union, strong and great! 
Humanity with all its fears, 
With all the hopes of future years, 
Is  hanging breathless on thy fate! 
W e  know what #Master laid thy keel, 
What Workman wrought thy ribs of steel, 
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope, 
What anvils rang, what hammers beat, 
In what a forge and what a heat 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope." 

"Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee, 
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 
Our faith triumphant o'er our fears, 
Are all with thee,-are all with thee!" 

In  the foregoing pages we have given something like a "flying machine" view 
of the forces that united in the making of Peoria and have controlled its destiny 
It remains to see how, when, and for what purpose, those various influence; 
explored and finally colonized and developed our city and county. 

W e  have seen how our beautiful valley of the Illinois and the whole vallej 
of the Mississippi were inhabited successively by two great races which have 
moved away forever or perished from the earth. Meanwhile the forces of 
history were preparing for  the coilling of the third,-the white race. W e  have 
seen that in Europe this race was then divided into four great parties, each 
of which was represented in America, and we have seen how-they differed among 
themselves in principles and ideas of government. We have omitted discussion 
of the Quakers and other small sects, which did not much believe in any form 
of government. How these great parties contended on the farther side of the 
Atlantic and on this side, and have continued to contend to the present day, and 
how their principles have affected us and still affect us and how we Americans 
have endeavored with inore or less success to eliminate the bad and retain the 
good of each, are among the interesting questions now before us. 

Early in the seventeenth century the French had commenced to establish 
trading posts and n~issionary stations on our northern lakes. There was one 
of these at La Pointe near the southwestern corner of Lake Superior, surrounded 
by the Apostle Islands, allnost due north from the western part of Peoria 
County. I t  was. from there in 1653,-twenty years before hlarquette and Joliet 
started on their voyage of discovery, when the Grand Monarch has been ten 
years on the throne of France, ten years after the formation of the first con- 
federacy between the New England colonies for the purpose of resisting the 
encroachment of the French and Indians, and about the time Cromwell was 
dissolving the Long Parliament-that a missionary, Father Jean Dequerre, a 
Jesuit, early in 1653, started for the Illinois and, it is said, established a flourish- 
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iilg mission-the first mission in the Mississippi valley-probably at the place 
where Peoria is now situated. "He visited various Indian nations on the borders 
of the Mississippi, and was slain in the midst of his apostolical labors in 1661. 

"In 1657, Father Jean Charles Drocoux, Jesuit, went to the Illinois, and re- 
turned to Quebec the same year." 

"In 1663, Father Claude Jean Allouez was appointed Vicar General of the 
north and west, including Illinois. H e  preached to the Pottawottomies and 
Miamis about Green Bay; in 1665, he returned to Quebec, and went to the Illi- 
nois in 1668, and visited the missions on the Mississippi." 

"In 1670, Father Hugues Pinet, Jesuit, went to the Illinois, and established 
a mission among the Tamarois, or Cahokias, a t  or  near the present site of the 
village of Cahokia, on the borders of the Mississippi. H e  remained there until 
the year 1686, and was at that mission when Marquette and Joliet went down 
the ,Mississippi. In the same year M. Bergier, priest of the Seminary of Quebec, 
succeeded him in the mission to the Tamaroas or Cahokias: and Father Pinet 
returned to the mission of St. Louis (Peoria), where he remained until he died, 
the 16th of July, 1704, a t  the age of seventy-nine." 

"In 1670, M. Augustine Meulan de Circe, priest of the Seminary of Quebec, 
went to Illinois. He left the mission there in 1675 and returned to France." 
"Thus it will be seen that for twenty years, to wit, from 1653 to 1673, anterior 
to the discovery of Marquette and Joliet, there was a succession of missions in 
' the Illinois." "There are no other nlemorials of these nlissions now extant, 
as known to us, except those preserved in the Seminary of Quebec, from a copy 
of which the above notices are taken. The only object is to show, that for 
years before Marquette and Joliet visited the country, the 'Illinois' and 'Mis- 
sissippi' had been discovered, and missions actually established on their 
borders. That these good fathers made notes on their travels, and rendered 
accounts of the various Indian tribes which they visited along the Father of 
Waters, to their superiors, there can he no doubt. What have become of these 
memorials of early western adventure and discovery now? I t  is inlpossible to 
say. That they would throw much light on the early history of the west, there 
can be no doubt." 

The Grand b.lonarclue who always had in his service the most alert, ac- 
complished, able and devoted officers, in 1873 had Count de Frontenac as governor 
of Canada, &/I. Talon, as Intendent,, or Supervisor of the Civil Government, 
and Claud I?. Dablon, as  the Father Superior of the Jesuit I\,lissions. These 
able men knew the importance of the discoveries made by the missionaries and 
traders, for they had been told about the Mississippi and believed that it emptied 
either into the Gulf of California or into the Gulf of Mexico; and they now 
determined to have that matter thoroughly and officially explored. For this 
purpose they selected Sieur Jollyet, who was a most able and thoroughly com- 
petent young man, born in this country and endowed with every quality that 
could be desired in such an enterprise, having experience and a knowledge of 
the languages of the Ottawa Country, where he had spent several years: hav- 
ing moreover the tact and prudence necessary for an expedition so dangerous 
and difficult, and a courage that feared nothing. 

For several years, Father James IMarquette, a Jesuit n~issionary, has longed 
to have the great river and the prairies of Illinois explored and the Gospel car- 
ried to the Indians; and when an opportunity was offered of .accompanying 
Joliet, he a t  once accepted it with delight and enthusiasm, putting their expedi- 
tion under the protection of the Blessed Virgin Immaculate, and promising 
her that if she did him the grace to discover the great river, he would give it the 
name of "Conception." I n  1669 while stationed at Che-goi-me-gon he selected 
a young Illinois as a companion by whose instructions he became familiar with 
the dialect of that tribe. 

Joliet and Marquette with two canoes and five service men started on their 
trip the 17th of May, 1673, from the Mission of St. Ignez opposite Mackinack. 
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They coasted along the northern shore of Lake Michigan and entered the waters 
of Green Bay; from its head they passed the portage into the river Wisconsin 
and down that into the Mississippi, the great river, then without a name, and 
named it Conception River. This discovery was made on the 17th of June, 
1673, just thirty days after they started. Without many interesting incidents 
they followed down the blississippi until they arrived at three little villages of 
the Peorias, members of the Illinois Confederacy, on the western shore of the 
Mississippi almost directly west of Peoria. Marquette's description of this visit 
has been already quoted. From there they went on south to the vicinity of the 
Arkansas River where they found a different and more warlike people. They 
were already convinced that the great river emptied into the Gulf of Mexico, 
and they were told that it would be very dangerous for them to go any farther, 
not only because the Indians there were unfriendly and warlike, but because 
they might meet Spanish explorers. For these reasons they wisely concluded 
to return and report their valuable discoveries rather than to go on further and 
by their own deaths cause the loss of all they had gained. They therefore 
started up the IMississippi River but on reaching the mouth pf the Illinois they 
determined to talie it as a shorter route to the lakes. Xear Alton they dis- 
covered the pictures of the Piasa Bird and other pictographs already described. 

I t  was on the 17th of July, just thirty days after their discovery of the 
Mississippi, that they began their return voyage. hIarquette expresses his 
admiration of what he saw in the Illinois valley in the following language: 

"We had seen nothing like this river for the fertility of the land, its prairies, 
~voods, wild cattle, stag, deer, wild-cats, bustards, swans, ducks, parrots and even 
beaver; its many little lakes and rivers. That on which we sailed is broad, deep, 

-and gentle for sixty-five leagues. During the spring and part of the summer, 
the only portage is half a league." 

Marquette was a very devoted missionary and never lost an opportunity to 
publish the Gospel to the Indians whom he met. He stopped three days at the 
village of Peoria, preaching his faith in all their cabins. As he was embarking, 
the Indians brought to h i q ~  at the water's edge a dying child which he baptized 
a little before it expired; deeming this, as he says, "an adnlirable providence" 
for the salvation of that innocent soul and one by which all the fatigue of his 
voyage was ~vell repaid. 

We regret exceedingly that llarquette did not more fully describe his visit 
to our Peoria village. H e  says nothing of the previous visits of Father Jean 
Decluerre, or by any of the other priests that are said to have been here before 
him. Perhaps he nlay not have lit10~~11 about these visits or he may have had 
his olvn reason for not mentioning them. I believe he does not mention the fact 
that the Indians here were the same tribe that he met in Iowa but this was 
undoubtedly the case. At any rate, he seems to have been well received and to 
have spent a busy three days with them and to have baptized a child. Perhaps, 
though he does not refer to it, the Indians already l<new something of Christianity 
from former n~issionaries. 

This espedition of Joliet and hlarcluette "was a wonderful journey," says 
Stephen L. Spear, "without serious accident or misadventure from start to 
finish. KO deaths, no sickness, no desertions, no dissensions anlong them- 
selves, no cqnflicts with the natives, no fatal scarcity of corn, no waste of tlme, 
no change of plan, none of the usual misfortunes accompanying such expeditions 
in those days-a canoe voyage of more than 2,500 miles in bark canoes over an 
uncharted route without map or guide-without shelter from scorching sun 
or pelting rain or driving wind-anchoring near mid-stream at night, not daring 
to go forward for  fear of rock and rapids; not daring to camp on shore for fear 
of surprise by hostile natives; refraining from shooting the game with which the 
country abounded for fear of attracting the attention of unwelcome neighbors- 
their little stock of corn and dried meat the only commissary on which they could 
draw for  supplies; yet 20 miles a day upstream and down, through foul weather 
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and fair, incruding all stops and portages, returning to their point of departure 
without a mishap worthy of record." 

Marquette has generally been considered the historian of that exploring 
expedition. Joliet lost his instruments and his memoranda and nearly lost his 
life at La Chine Rapids, yet he nevertheless prepared a map from memory, 
which was sent to France by Frontenac. The report of Marquette was intended 
as Joliet's official report of his voyage. 



CHAPTER V 

TAKIKG POSSESSION BY L A  SALLE 

The last chapter gave an account of the discovery of the Illinois country. 
This will describe how it was claimed and held for the French King and the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Eight years before Joliet and Marquette made their historic exploration, 
Jean Talon, Counselor and Intendant to Louis XIV, wrote to John Colbert, 
the King's Prime Minister, as follows : 

"Canada is of such a vast extent that I know not of its limits on the north, 
they are so great a distance from us, and on the south there is nothing to prevent 
his Majesty's name and arms being carried as far  as Florida, New Sweden, 
New Netherlands, New England; and that through the first of these countries 
access can be had even to Mexico. All this country is diversely watered by the 
Saint Lawrence and the beautiful rivers that flow into it latterly, that com- 
municate with divers Indian nations rich in furs, especially the more northern 
of them. The southern nations can also be reached by way of Lake Ontario, if 
the portages (beyond) with which we are not yet acquainted, are not very 
difficult, though this may be overcome. If these southern nations do not abound 
in peltries as those of the north, they may have more precious commodities. 
And if we do not know of these last, it is because our enemies, the Iroquois, 
intervene between us and the countries that produce them." 

Talon does not seem to consider the possibility of reaching the southern 
country by the way of the Illinois and Mississippi, or even by the way of the 
Wabash and Ohio, which afterwards were avenues of trade and travel. Per- 
haps he was not sufficiently sure about them. His plan seems to have been 
to follow up some river and make a connection by a portage with the 
head waters of the Ohio. Talon's scheme would probably have been better 
than the western ones i f  he could have succeeded and held it, because it would 
have confined the Atlantic colonies east of the mountains more easily; but it 
would have been more difficult to hold because the portage would have been 
longer and the Irocjtlois and the colonies were dangerously near. 

'Talon also wrote Colbert in 1671, two years before Marquette's expedition, 
as follows : 

"I am no Courtier, and assert, not through a mere desire to please the King, 
nor without just reason that this portion of the French Monarch will become 
something grand." "What I discover around me causes me to foresee this, and 
those colonies of various nations so long settled on the seaboard already tremble 
with affright in view of what his Majesty has accomplished here in the interior 
within seven years. Measures adopted to confine then1 within narrow limits 
by taking possession, which I have caused to be effected, do not allow them to 
spread, without subjecting themselves at the same time to be treated as usurpers 
and to have war waged against them, and this truth is what, by all their acts, 
they seem to greatly fear. They already know that your name is spread abroad 
among the savages throughout all those countries and that he alone is there 
regarded by them, (the savages) as the arbitrator of peace and war. All detach 
themselves insensibly from other Europeans and excepting the Iroquois, of 
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whom I am not as yet assured, we may safely promise ourselves to  make the 
others take up arms whenever we please." 

The King's able minister and his intendant saw the great importance of tak- 
ing possession of the valleys of the Mississippi, Illinois, and Ohio, and of hemming 
in and confining the Atlantic seaboard colonies to the eastern side of the Alle- 
ghaily Mountains, for they belonged to rival nations in Europe and were founded 
on theories of government-as regards both church and state and social life- 
very different from those of France, besides being aggressive competitors for 
the Indian trade. 

La  Salle was an extraordinary man. "It is easy to reckon up his defects 
but it is not easy to hide from sight the Roman virtues that redeemed them. 
Beset by a throng of enemies, he stands like a King of Israel, head and shoulders 
above them all. H e  was a tower of adamant against whose front hardships 
and dangers, the rage of men, of the elements, the southern sun, the northern 
blast, fatigue, famine and disease, delay, disappointment and hope deferred, 
emptied their quivers in vain." 

Four years before Joliet's discovery La Salle had fitted out an expedition 
to explore the Ohio from its source to the sea, and had actually started on 
the expedition; but owing to disagreements with the ecclesiastical part of his 
associates, he was diverted from his purpose and returned home without even 
reaching the Ohio. Then for some years he led the life of a "Runner of the 
Woods," but he was more than a runner, H e  was of good birth and education 
and of correct habits, a promoter of great enterprises whose management he 
imposed on himself, a man of great ambition and tenacity, shirking no hard- 
ships, apparently incapable of discotlragement and unconscious of defeat to the 
last. 

Joliet, after his return from his exploring expedition with Marquette, met 
La Salle at Fort Frontenac. Here the two celebrated explorers conferred 
together as to the geography of the country and its future possibilities. La Salle, 
enterprising and ambitious as he was, saw in its development a great opportunity 
and seized it with delight, energy and enthusiasm. H e  applied to the King for 
a charter, which was granted, May 12, 1678. This authorized him to build a 
new and much stronger fort at Fort Frontenac, (now Kingston, Canada) granted 
him a large tract of land in the vicinity and authorized him to take possession 
of the country, of which they hoped to make a glorious New France, and to 
fortify it and hold it for the great King and the Roman Catholic Church. 

His party was soon gathered. Chevalier Henri de Tonti, an Italian by birth, 
son of the merchant who invented the Tontine system of accumulating money, 
a professional soldier with much experience in European wars, a brave and able 
man, who afterwards proved himself to be a most faithful and loyal friend of 
La Salle, was introduced to him by Prince de Conti: and they, together with 
Louis Hennepin, a Franciscan Friar, Father Gabriel de La Ribourde, and Zeno- 
bius or Zenoble ,Membre, all members of the Franciscan order of the Roman 
Catholic Church, furnished the ability, intelligence and character for the new 
expedition. The priests of this order were sometimes called "Gray Friars," 
and they were also known in Belgium, Holland and France as "Recollects," 
while the Indians called them "Bare Feet" or  "Gray Gowns." La  Salle seems 
to have prefefred this order to that of the Jesuits, although both orders were 
prominent and devoted to the missionary work everywhere; and the writings 
of these two orders constitute nearly the entire written history of this valley 
until it was ceded by France to England in 1763, or even as late as July 4th, 
1778, when George Rogers Clark under a commission from Patrick Henry, the 
Governor, took possession of this country for Virginia. 

La Salle and Tonti organized their expedition and built at Fort Frontenac, 
a ship called the Griffon, with which they expect to keep up the communication 
with the settlements on the western lakes and carry on their commerce. L a  
Salle, Tonti, Hennepin, and the two Recollects, with thirty-two persons in all 
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sailed from Fort Frontenac the 7th of August, 1679, after the "Te Deum" and 
amid the firing of cannon, bringing a good supply of arms, merchandise, and 
seven small cannon. 

La Salle's plan was to seize and fortify the Mississippi and Illinois rivers and 
establish trading posts and missionary stations which should be put under the 
charge of the Friars. 

Reaching .Mackinac with his party in September, 1679, he passed on to 
Green Bay and remained there until their vessel, the Griffon, was loaded with 
furs. This was sent back with a pilot and five good sailors for Montreal to 
dispose ~f the cargo and return as soon as possible with the additional sup- 
plies needed for the furtherance of the expedition. Among other things it was 
to bring iron and material to build and equip a vessel on the Illinois river to be 
used in navigating that river and the Mississippi. La Salle and fourteen men 
then proceeded with four canoes, considerable merchandise and a quantity of 
utensils and tools to the southern bend of Lake Michigan and built a fort at 
the mouth of St. Joseph's river, where he was joined by Tonti with twenty addi- 
tional men. 

On the third of December, La Salle with thirty illen and eight canoes ascended 
the 3Iiami river to a point near South Bend to make a portage to the Kankakee 
and thus reach the Illinois. When they reached the village of the Kaskaslcias 
at Starved Rock, they found it deserted. The Indians, however, as was their 
custonl on leaving their villages in the fall for a hunting season in the south, 
had stored some corn for their use on their return. La Salle was compelled to 
take about twenty bushel of this for he was out of provisions. 

With these fresh supplies he passed on down the Illinois to Peoria Lake. 
Here they saw a number of wooden canoes on both sides of the river and about 
eight cabins full of Indians, who did not see thein until they had doubled a point 
behind which the Illinois were encai~~yed within half a gun shot. La  Salle and 
his men were in eight canoes abreast with all their arms in their hands. At 
first tlie Indians were alarmed and ran away. l3e managed to call them back 
and after a day spent in dancing and feasting. Hentiepin notified them that 
they had come not to trade but to preach. For this purpose, they assembled the 
chiefs of the villages, which were on both sides of the river. La Salle explained 
that the French desired to be their allies and that they would bring over addi- 
tional Frenchmen, ~ 1 1 0  would protect them from the attacks of their enemies 
and would furnish them all tlie goods they needed, and that they intended to 
build a great \\7oode11 canoe and sail down to the sea bringing tliem all kinds of 
n~erchanrlise by that shorter and more easy route. The Indians agreed and gave 
a description of the Mississippi river. 

At Peoria La Salle met a large number of the Kasliasltias returning to their 
village. Ida Salle explained to them that he had taken some of their corn as a 
matter of necessity and he settled with them for it to their satisfaction. La Salle 
iiow decided to remain at Peoria until the opening of the river in the spring. 

The nest clay after they landed, a Miami chief named Rlonso arrived with 
a lot of kettles, axes, knives, etc., in order by these presents to make the Illinois 
believe that the Frenchmen intended to join their enemies who lived beyond the 
Colbert (R$ississippi) river. One of the Illinois chiefs, named Omaouha, notified 
La Salle that the Mianlies were working against them. La Salle believed that 
Monso had been sent by other Frenchmen who were jealous of his success for 
he was surprised to find that R'Ionso knew all about his affairs in detail. 

Nicanape, a brother of the most important of the Illinois chiefs, made a speech 
at tlle feast trying to persuade the Frenchmen to abandon their idea of going on 
d o ~ v i ~  the river, telling them that the river was unnavigable, full of falls and 
sandbars and infested with dangerous enemies. After the meal La  Salle explained 
to Nicanape that when Monso was plotting with him the night before in secret, 
La Salle had not been asleep and his manifest knowledge of the motive of 
Nicanape silenced him. In  the meantime hionso started back. The Indians sent 
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runners after Monso to bring him back for cross-examination but as his tracks 
were hidden by a recent fall of snow they were unable to overtake him. Never- 
theless La  Salle's men were somewhat disheartened and six of them deserted. 
They were at that time probably on the western side of the river near Birket's 
Hollow. 

Ida Salle, having gotten consent of the Indians, now commenced to build a 
fort, a stockadc of logs. This was soon finished and named Fort  Creve Coeur. 
Concerning the location of this fort there has been a great deal of controversy 
and argument. I t  seems certain, however, that the main fort was built at the 
southern extremity of the lake on the eastern side of the Illinois river ; some thi~lli 
it was located above the lower end of the lake near the upper free bridge, and 
some that it was located three miles below, near Wesley City. Each of these 
locations has been marked by a stone and both are on high points of the bluff. 

I t  is now confidently asserted by Daniel R. Sheen, Esquire, of this city, that 
Fort Creve Coeur was situated just across the river from Peoria on the line of 
Fayette street, and on a little mound only a few feet above high water mark. 
Notwithstanding the fact that both of the other locations for Creve Coeur have 
been endorsed by enthusiastic sorieties and marked by monuments, I am rather 
inclined to think that Fort Creve Coeur was located in the latter place, not only 
because it seems to meet the descriptions given by the builders better, but because 
it is the most reasonable place for such a fort built for the purpose for which 
this was constructed. At that place and from there on down, the river is always 
open in the spring several weeks earlier than it is above. There is also at that 
place a bend in the shore and a slough making a kind of port or  harbor. The 
ground is high enough to avoid the danger of overflow in high water and it is 
low enough for boats to be brought up close to the fort  or even within the pali- 
sades. I t  is manifest that this would be desirable as the fort was not built for a 
temporary purpose only, but as a protection to the commerce they hoped to 
establish on the Illinois river; and for this latter purpose it would be necessary 
that it should be close to the harbor and to the boats that were to be protected. 

The white men had no cannon of long range; and the Indians had none at 
all, while their muskets were only short range guns. They did most of their 
fighting with clubs and bows and arrows. Thus a fort on a high point of the 
bluff would afford no protection to a boat in the water below. Moreover it 
would be hard to keep a fort  so located supplied with provisions and water, a 
very essential thing. From a miGtary point of view it seems to me altogether 
probable that the fort would have been built on a little bay near the water's 
edge a t  a place where the water from the numerous springs coming into the 
river would keep it open and free from ice a much greater part of the year 
than it would be a little farther up, and where the boats would not be threatened 
with floating ice as they would have been if anchored near where Wesley City 
now stands. Also, it would have been placed near enough to the village of 
Peoria on the western shore to be in easy communication with it and yet free 
from danger of an attack from it. The  location of this fort is a very interesting 
question because the buildings there were the first ones erected by white men 
in Illinois. 

I t  would be well to have careful examination made into this matter and to 
examine the old remains of the fort  that are alleged to be found a t  the place 
named by Mr. Sheen and perhaps erect another monumental stone to show the 
location of the first building erected by white men in Illinois. Peorians are 
specially interested in this location for if the fort were standing now where Mr. 
Sheen claims it stood it \vould face our city and be plainly visible from our 
steamboat landing. 

At the same time that the fort  was being built the Iceel for a vessel was laid 
near the fort. but before the work on the boat had advanced far, some of Tonti's 
men deserted, partly from want of pay, perhaps partly through a disposition to 
cut lose from restraint and perhaps from fear of the Iroquois. This made it 
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necessary to suspend work on the vessel and La Salle and Tonti agreed that 
the former should go back on foot to enlist a fresh force of men and bring the 
necessary supply of materials for  finishing and furnishing the boat and that 
Tonti should have the river explored farther west and south. 

A young Illinois passing La Salle's shipyard traced for them with coal a 
fairly accurate map of the Mississippi river, assuring them that there were no 
falls or rapids between them and the gulf, giving the names of the nations along 
the shore. The next morning, after public prayers, La  Salle visited the village, 
where he found the Illinois assembled having a feast. They again tried to per- 
suade him of the dangers of proceeding down the river. La Salle informed them 
that he knew all about it and the savages thought he had learned it all in some 
very mysterious way. The Illinois the3 apologized saying that they had told 
him their false stories only with the desire to keep the Frenchmen with the 
Illinois; and they then all admitted that the river was navigable to the sea. The 
chief Oumahouha (Omaha) adopted Zenoble Membre as his son. The tribe 
lived at that time only half a league from Fort Creve Coeur. 

Early in March La Salle left Tonti in command a t  Fort Creve Coeur and 
taking five men went bacli to Niagara to look after the Griffon and secure neces- 
sary supplies. Hennepin started down the river Illinois on his exploring expedi- 
tion. February 29, 1680. H e  describes the river as skirted by hills, ascending 
which you discover prairie further than the eye can reach. Hennepin reached 
the Tamaroas, two leagues from the mouth of the Illinois, March 7, 1680. The 
Tarnaroas then had their village six or seven leagues below the mouth of the 
Illinois and west of the river Mississippi. On April I I, 1680, Hennepin was 
captured by Indians on the upper Xlississippi. After a long captivity and much 
suffering, he was rescued by Daniel Greysolon Duluth, a cousin of Tonti. 

When Hennepin and La Salle were gone, Tonti commenced the construc- 
tion of another fort on the western side of the river, supposed to be where the 
old pottery stood near Birliet's Hollow. In  all this work the French were 
doubtless very greatly assisted by the Illinois, who as well as the French would 
feel the need of it as a defense against their terrible common enemies, the 
Iroquois. When Tonti was left by La Salle in command of Fort Creve Coeur, 
he was supplied with powder and lead, guns and other arms to defend himself 
in case he was attacked by the Iroquois. 

Ida Salle while on his trip ea'st sent back orders to Tonti to go to Starved 
Rock and build a strong fort there, and for this purpose Tonti started north- 
ward. On the way, however, all of his men deserted except two Recollects 
and three men newly arrived from France, taking with them everything that 

I was most valuable. Tonti went back to hold Fort Creve Coeur with his six 
men and did hold it all summer. 

1 On September 10, 1680, sudden as a clap of thunder, the Iroquois invaded 
the Illinois. Tonti had only a few hours notice and in trying to negotiate with 
the Iroquois came near being treacherously killed. The Illinois fled down the 
river, leaving everything behind, even their corn, which was destroyed. Tonti 
and Zenoble met the Iroquois in council September 18, 1680. The Iroquois ' told Tonti they were going to eat some of the Illinois before they went away, 
whereupon Tonti resenting the inference that he might be persuaded to desert 1 his friends, kicked away their presents and the parley broke up in anger. Tonti 

1 expected to be killed before morning and resolved to sell his life dearly. At 
day-break, however, the Iroquois told Tonti and his men to depart, which they 
promptly did knowing they could no longer, by remaining, be useful to the Illi- 
nois. Tonti was wounded during the parley but was allowed to start for  Green 
Bay with his few men. The next day, September ~ g t h ,  after Tonti started 
back. Father Gabriel Ribourde, who had retired a short distance for private 

I prayer was killed by a band of renegade Kickapoos. The Iroquois returned to 
New York taking a large number of female prisoners with them. During the 
continuation of this parley, the Iroquois must have been encamped or had a 
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village near Fort Creve Coeur. This probably was a very temporary village as  , 
well as temporary fort because the Iroquois had come in only eight days before 
like a clap of thunder. Their fort must have been near Creve Coeur because 
they exchanged messages several times a day. 1 

Tonti web: on up to Canada hoping to join La Salle but for the time being 
failed to find him. 

La Salle, meanwhile, on returning to Peoria, finding that his fort was de- 
stroyed and that the Indians had been driven away, passed on down the river 
seeking for Tonti, but not finding him, he returned to Fort St. Joseph. There 
he met Tonti and proceeded with consummate ability to organize a great con- I 
federacy of the western Indians, including the Illinois, Miamies, Foxes, Shaw- 
nees, Tamaroas and others, forming an alliance offensive and defensive with the 
French and each other against their mutual enemies, the Iroquois, who were the 
allies of the colonies east of the Alleghanies. La Salle then returned east for 
new supplies, again leaving Tonti in command. 

La Salle again rejoined Tonti in December, 1681, and started on the third 
winter's journey down the Illinois for the mouth of the Mississippi river with 
a party of twenty-three Frenchmen and thirty-one Indians. This time they 
crossed Lake Michigan and entered the mouth of the Chicago river. From there 
they followed down the course of the Deep Waterway Canal (which was not 
built then, and is not yet, but will be soon) and halted a t  Peoria long enough 
to repair their canoes and transfer their supplies from the sledges to the boats, 
for this trip as far as Peoria had been made by placing their boats on sledges 
and drawing them by hand on the ice on the frozen rivers and on the snow 
across the portage. They then successfully passed on down the Illinois and 
Mississippi river to the Gulf of .Mexico, and took possession of the country and 
all its seas, harbors, ports, etc., including the long string of particulars that in 
those days were included in documents of that sort, in the name of the "most 
high, mighty, invincible and victorious Prince Louis the Great, by the Grace of 
God, King of France and Navarre, Fourteenth, by that name," April g, 1682. 

They then started on their return. La Salle fell sick and had to be left behind 
at Chickasaw Bluffs, while Tonti came on ahead. La Salle followed later and 
joined him a t  Mackinac. All this magnificent domain was then, according to  
the charter grante'd him by the Grand Monarch, "La Salle's Country" to be 
held by him for and in the name of the French King and for his own profit. 

La Salle on his return proceeded, in the winter of 1682 and 1683, to erect a 
fort at Starved Rock called Fort St. Louis du Rocher, about which he gathered 
the remnant of many western tribes, twenty thousand or more Indians. This 
was to be the military headquarters of La Salle's Country, the principal trad- 
ing post of the whole region, the rallying point of all of the western red war- 
riors in opposition to the Iroquois. When it was finished, he placed Tonti in 
command and early in the summer of 1683, La Salle left his glorious domain- 
never to see it again. Some time after he was gone, Tonti led or accompanied 
his Illinois allies and joining a body of French and Canadian Indians drove the 
Iroquois back to their home villages and ~unished them severely. 

La Salle7s friend, Count Frontinac, had been succeeded by La Barre, who was 
an enemy of La  Salle's and thwarted him in every possible way; so that now 
La Salle was compelled to return to France and appeal directly to the French 
King. There he was successful and organized a new expedition with the inten- 
tion of returning to America and establishing a fort and a commercial city for 
his territory at the mouth of the Mississippi river. It was a grand conception 
and if he had not accidentally missed the mouth of the Mississippi, landing 
further west on the shore of Texas, thus losing his ships and his life in an 
effort to return, it is hard to determine how great a colony that able man 
might have developed. His plans were magnificent. His ability was great. His 
life was terminated by the treachery of one of his own men. 



CHAPTER VI 

PEORIA UNDER THE FRENCH 

Joliet and Marquette, La Salle and Tonti had come and gone like meteors 
in the sky, wonderful in their brilliant achievements as any of the knights of 
ald. After them there is little to be told of the French occupation of the Mis- 
sissippi valley that is creditable to the mother country. 

Tonti was left by La Salle in charge at Starved Rock of all his fortifications 
and headquarters for  all his wide domain and for  the confederacy of the west- 
ern Indians which he had organized. But the enemies of La Salle were in charge 
of Quebec and they sent Chevalier de Bogis to supersede Tonti in his com- 
mand, which he did but retained Tonti as a captain of troops. They remained 
in charge of the Fort at Starved Rock, representing different interests and hav- 
ing but little sympathy with each other's plans. In the following March, the 
approach of their common enemy, the Iroquois, compelled them to unite in a 
defense of their post, where they were besieged for six days by two thousand 
warriors. Their position, however, was so strong and their means of defense 
so adequate that the hitherto victorious Iroquois were repulsed with loss and 
,ompelled to abandon the siege. This was the last invasion of the savages from 
the east. From this time on for  many years, the Illinois and allied tribes re- 
sumed their yearly residence in the vicinity of the fort without molestation. The 
protecting guns of the French and the presence of Tonti, who made the fort his 
headquarters for many years, rendered their safety secure. I t  was also the 
abode of many French traders and merchants with their families. 

From this point Tonti roamed the Western world over, and trading, fight- 
ing, and exploring, he made six trips up and down the Mississippi and visited 
Montreal, Mackinac and points on Lake Michigan. In 1702 he was deprived 
of his command and joined d91berville to aid him in his efforts to colonize lower 
Louisiana, and the fort at Starved Rock was ordered abandoned. It  was, how- 
ever, occasionally occupied as a trading p'ort, until 1718, when it was raided by 
the Indians and burned on account of the licentiousness of the French 
inhabitants. 

In  1686-9 he accompanied Rev. J. F. Buisson Sentsome on his trip with a 
company of priests from Mackinaw down to Natchez. 

To  the Recollet monks of St. Francis was first assigned the care of the 
American mission but Cardinal Richelieu superseded this order and confined the 
spiritual welfare of the natives and settlers of Canada t o  the Jesuits. There 
were accremonious quarrels between these two rival religious orders, which 
were intensified by the participation therein of the civil authorities and which 
continued until the suppression of the Jesuits in most of the provinces of France 
and their expulsion from the province of Louisiana, in 1763 or before, and from 
the entire Dominion of France in 1764. 

After the departure of La Salle there was but little done by the French in 
Illinois for the next thirty years. An account of the succession of priests, who 
were sent to the missions at ~ e o r i a  by the religious orders to which they be- 
longed to care for  the spiritual welfare of the French traders and Indians, is 
all there is to keep up the continuity of the story. I t  is a melancholy tale of 
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suffering and death, and an evidence of the warmth, zeal, and piety of these 
faithful followers of the cross. 

Father Gabriel Lambronde, Jesuit, went as a missionary to the Illinois in 
1678 and 'was slain at his mission in 1680. 

Father Maxime Le Clerc went to the Illinois in 1678. He was killed by the 
Indians in 1687. 

Father Zenoble Membre, Recollet, went to the Illinois in 1678, returned in 
1680, and was employed in visiting the tribes on the Mississippi. 

Father Louis Hennepin went to the Illinois in 1678 with La  Salle; was oc- 
cupied in making discoveries on the Mississippi where he was made prisoner 
in 1680 and afterwards ransomed. 

M. Jean Bergier, mentioned as the successor of Father Pinet, priest of the 
Seminary of Quebec, went to the Illinois in 1686; was at the Tamaroas or 
Cahokia mission ; died there in 1699; was buried by Father Marest, who was 
in the mission to the Kaskaskias. 

During the year 1694-5 Father Grevierre attended his labors among Peorias 
until 1699 when he was recalled. He returned to the Illinois mission in 1700 
and continued his labors with the Peorias, where he was assaulted by a med- 
icine man of the tribe from whom he received a severe wound which finally 
resulted in his death, at Mobile in 1706. 

Peoria then was left without a priest until the Indians had promised better 
behavior, when Father Deville was sent to them. 

M. Phillip Boucher, priest of the Seminary of Quebec, was sent to the Tam- 
aroas or Cahokia mission, to assist M. Bergier; remained with him until 1696, 
when he went to visit the Arkansas and other Indian tribes on the lower Mis- 
sissippi; returned and died at Peoria in 1719. 

In 1692, Father Louis Hyacinth Simon, went as missionary to "St. Louis," 
(Peoria) ; went from there in 1694 to visit the different establishments and posts 
on the Mississippi; returned to Quebec in 1699. 

Father Julien Benettau, Jesuit priest, went to the Illinois in 1696; labored 
at the mission of (Peoria?) St. Louis with great success; died there in 1709. 

M. Francois Juliet de Montigney, priest, in 1696 was sent to Louisiana in 
the character of vicar-general, by the bishop of Quebec. He visited the mis- 
sions in Illinois. St. Louis, the Tamaroas or Cahokias, while M. Bergier was 
there, traversed the whole country, and returned to Quebec in 1718. 

M. Michael Antoine Gamelin, priest of the Seminary of Quebec, accom- 
panied him. They descended the Mississippi, and went as far as Mobile. 

Father Gabriel Marest, Jesuit, went to the Illinois in 1699; fixed his resi- 
dence at Kaskaskia; died there in 1727. 

Father Antoine Darion, priest, went in 1700 on a mission to the Tunicas, a 
tribe living on the Mississippi; and adjoining the Natchez. He went from 
Quebec. 

Rev. Phillip Boucher labored a while at St. Louis (Peoria) and died there 
in 1718. 

Under the French government the territory of Illinois was at first under 
the administration of the governor of Canada, the seat of government being at 
Quebec. The region being so very remote and the population so exceedingly 
sparce, little if any civil authority was exercised over the people. As the Illi- 
nois country had been settled by Frenchmen coming through Canada, who had 
left many relatives there, and as they had always traded there, the affections 
of the old French settlers still remained with Canada; but in consequence of 
La Salle's discovery of the mouth of the Mississippi and of his taking posses- 
sion, in the name of his king, of all the countries drained by it, the people of 
France now began to come into the Mississippi valley by way of the Gulf, as 
La Salle had foreseen and planned. As early as the year 1700, they had pene- 
trated as far north as the River Maramac, not more than twenty miles south 
from St. Louis, and had there begun the smelting of lead with which that region 
was supposed to abound. 
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In 1711 that portion of Canada or New France in which this part of the 
State of Illinois is located was detached from Canada and attached to the prov- 
ince of Louisiana, and thereafter continued for many years to constitute a part 
of it. 

In  those days fabulous stories of the great wealth of Louisiana in gold, 
silver, pearls and precious stones were circulated in Europe. Such paltry 
things as the great fertility of the soil, or as coal, iron, and lead were not much 
thought of. Adventurers explored the country throughout its entire extent in 
search of the precious metals, little of which was found, but great discoveries 
were made of lead, iron and mineral coal. 

I n  the spring, 1712, the French a t  Fort St. Louis "The RockJ' (Starved 
Rock) established a trading post here a t  Peoria Lake, and a number of families 
came thither from Canada and built cabins in the Indian village. For fifty 
years French and half-breeds continued to live in the town with the Indians as 
one people, and during that time peace and harmony prevailed between them. 

On August 17, 1717, John Law, the celebrated financier, procured from the 
king a charter for the Company of the Occident for the whole of the colony of 
I,ouisiana, which included Illinois, with power to sell and alienate the lands in 
such manner as they might think proper, and with power to appoint governors 
and other superior officers and to dismiss them and to appoint others. They 
were also given a monopoly of the tobacco and slave trades and the 
exclusive right to refine gold and silver. In  pursuance of this charter, 
a government was organized over the whole territory, including the Illinois 
country. On the 9th of February, 1718, there arrived at Mobile by ship from 
France, Pierre Duque Boisbriant, a Canadian gentleman, with the commission 
of Commandant at Illinois. H e  was a cousin of Bienville, then governor of 
Louisiana, and had already served under him in that province. In October of 
the same year, one hundred years before Illinois became a state, accompanied 
by several officers and a detacl~n~ent of troops, he departed for the Illinois coun- 
try, where he was ordered to construct a fort. Late in the year Boisbriant 
reached Kaskaskia and selected a site for his fort sixteen miles above the vil- 
lage, on the left bank of the Mississippi. Merrily rang the axes of the soldiers 
in the forest by the mighty river, as they hewed out the ponderous timbers for 
palisades and bastian. And by degrees the walls arose, and the barracks and 
comn~andant's house, and the store house and great hall of the Indian company 
were built and the cannon, bearing the Coat of Arms of Louis XIV, were 
placed in position. In  the spring of 1720 all was finished and the lilies of the 
l3ourbons floated over the work which was named "Fort Chartres." 

In 1719, while Fort Chartres was in process of erection, the company of 
the East Indies, established years before by Colbert, was united with the Com- 
pany of the West under the name of the Con~pany of the Indies, which latter 

1 company then assumed jurisdiction over the province of Louisiana. Under its 
authority a provincial council for Illinois was established. 

This council speedily made Fort Chartres the center of the civil govern- ' ment and of the colony, and its members executed grants of land upon which 
some titles still rest, though but few permanent improvements and actual settle- 

I ments were made. They dispensed justice, regulated titles and administered 
estates, in fact established the court which for more than forty years decided 
the causes which arose in the Illinois country according to the principles and 

i 
mode of procedure recognized by the civil law. 

i Phillip Francis Renault, director general of the mines of the Company of 
the Indies, and formerly a banker of Paris, reached Fort Chartres before its 
completion and made his headquarters at the post. H e  brought with him two 

1 hundred and fifty miners and soldiers and five hundred slaves from San Do- 
m i n g ~ .  This is said to have been the beginning of slavery in Illinois. 1 Renault, as director of the Mines, pursued for years with indefatigable en- 

1 ergy the exploration of the Mississippi valley for mineral, carrying his pros- 

I Vol. 1-3 
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pecting far up the Missouri to the Rocky Mountain and up the Ohio and its 
tributaries to the Alleghanies. H e  obtained a concession to himself of several 
tracts of land some of which are known to have contained valuable mines. The 
concession in which we Peorians are most interested embraced a tract of land on 
Peoria lake, which under the name of Renault claims gave rise to much contro- 
versy in congress, as well as some unrest a t  Peoria. 

This claim was described as :  "One league in front at Pimiteau on the 
River Illinois facing the east and adjoining to the lake bearing the name of the 
village, and on the other side of the banks opposite the village for a half league 
above it with a depth of five leagues, the point of the compass following the 
Illinois river down the same upon one side and ascending by the river of Arcary 
[de d9Arescy, elsewhere called the des Arcouy.-Ed.] which forms the middle 
through the rest of the depth." 

The wording of this grant goes to show that at that time, June 14, 1723, 
there was a village located on Lake Pimiteau, or Lake Peoria, the precise loca- 
tion of which is not definitely stated. The heirs of Renault have, from time 
to time, set up a claim to the land so granted at Lake Peoria. Their last claim 
was that it embraced a tract lying on both sides of the Kickapoo creek at its 
mouth extending up the river as far as Bridge street, and following the creek 
as its middle line for a distance of five leagues, or  fifteen miles by one league, 
or three miles, in width. The description however is of such an uncertain na- 
ture it was not possible to locate it with any degree of accuracy, and it never 
has been recognized by the government in any of its surveys. 

Here we have the fact well authenticated by a grant of land based thereon 
that in 1723 there existed a t  Pimiteau (Pimiteoui) a village bearing the same 
name as the lake upon which it  was situated. Whether or not t h ~ s  was the 
same village mentioned by Marquette, St. Cosme, and Grevierre, does not appear. 
Hut that it was a French village can scarcely be doubted. Tradition says that 
the object of this grant was to secure control of a lead mine, of which some 
evidence had been found. In  the light of the present day it would seem more 
highly probable that Renault's aim was to secure control of the valuable coal 
fields which, it was evident, bordered upon the Kickapoo creek, then called the 
Arcary or Arcoury. 

In  1732 the charter of the Company of the Indies was surrendered, and 
Louisiana, including what is now the state of Illinois, was thereafter governed 
by officers appointed directly by the French crown, under a code of laws known 
as the Common Law of Paris. These laws however not being adapted to the 
exigency of civil or social relations in a new country were not generally en- 
forced; the commandant exercising an arbitrary but mild authority which was 
acquiesced without complaint. 

The majority of the colonies who had come with the Indies company were 
poor and illiterate and for the most part they took themselves to hunting and 
boating. Few men of talent and enterprise remained and became merchants 
and traders on a large scale with the Indians. 

In 1734 Pierre d'Artaguiette was appointed commander of the Illinois dis- 
trict and his administration was popular and successful. In 1736, however, he 
conducted a disastrous expedition against the Chickasaws who had long op- 
posed the advancement of the French settlers on the Mississippi. His force 
was composed of a part of the garrison of Fort Chartres, a company of vol- 
unteers from the French villages, and a large portion of the warriors of the Kas- 
kaskias, making an army of two hundred French and four hundred Indians. 
The lllinois and Miami Indians were under the command of chief Chicagou. 
Major d'Artaguiette had been promised re-inforcements from New Orleans 
but they failed to arrive and there was nothing left to the brave young com- 
mander but to fight. H e  was severely wounded in the engagement as  were 
*nany of his officers. I-Iis Indian armies fled and the Chickasaws soon remained 
masters of the bloody field. D'Artaguiette and some other Frenchmen were 
taken prisoners and burned at the stake. 
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\Ye have reached the point where the names of Washington and Virginia' 
come into our story. 

In  1611, March 12th) the English king had granted to the Virginia company 
all the land between parallels thirty and forty-one running from the Atlantic to 
the western sea. The northern line of Virginia under that charter ran about 
three miles north of Peoria county, so that the whole of Peoria county was in 
Virginia. 

As the French and English colonies increased in population and extended 
their settlements, the question of the boundary between them became one of in- 
creasing importance and brought the two rival nations into collision with each 
other. The first strong competition took place on the head waters of the Ohio 
river. The first exciting cause of this was the formation of the Ohio Com- 
pany under a grant from the English crown. Not an Englishman had a t  that 
time settled northwest of the Ohio river. The Indians held the whole country 
with a tenacious grip and had not even a distant fear that the English would 
ever be able to dispossess them. 

The grant to the Ohio company was obtained for a tract situated within the 
present limits of the state of Ohio. The company was composed of eight asso- 
ciates, of whom Lawrence Washington, Augustine, and George Washington 
were three. Measures for the occupancy of these lands were taken by com- 
mencing to build a fort near where Pittsburg now stands but the men there 
employed were driven away by a large force of French and Indians. This was 
the beginning of the French and Indian war, which lasted from 1754 to 1759. 
It  involved nearly the whole of Europe in the struggle, for its issue was en- 
tangled with the old question as to the balance of power on the continent. 

The Canadian tribes of Indians sided with the French; the Iroquois and 
others sided with the English, and all of the Indians were on the warpath on 
one side or on the other to help settle this question, one of the momentous ques- 
tions of the world's history, as events have proven. 

Washington had investigated the situation on the head waters of the Ohio 
to learn what was the strength of the enemies and of their forts and what they 
were probably planning to do. The information brought by Washington con- 
vinced the governor of Virginia that the French were preparing to take posses- 
sion of the Ohio valley, and Major Washington, as he then was, was ordered 
to the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers to superintend the 
completion of a fort there. When he arrived at the place, he found that it had 
already been taken possession of by the French with a force of a thousand men. 
IIe thereupon determined to proceed to the mouth of Red Stone Creek where 
the warehouses of the Ohio company were situated. H e  encountered Sieur de 
Jumonville de Villiers, who had been despatched with a military force and a 
summons to Washington to require him to withdraw from French territory. O n  
May 28th) Washington successfully attacked him, killed ten of the French in- 
cluding DeVilliers, and captured twenty-one prisoners, while his own loss was 
one killed and three wounded. This was Washington's first battle, in which he 
was twenty-two years old. 

Coulan, a brother of the deceased French general, was sent from Montreal 
with twelve hundred French and Indians. As Washington only had three hun- 
dred all told, he retreated to Fort Necessity. Here he was attacked on July 3rd 
and compelled to surrender. 

Fort Chartres, Illinois, at this time was garrisoned by a regiment of grena- 4 

diers and the fort had just been rebuilt of stone; for it had been of wood, at a 
cost of a million dollars. 

Upon learning of the defeat of Jumonville de Villiers, Captain Neyon de 
Villiers of Fort Chartres was despatched with a company to join the force of 
his brother Coulan from Fort Duquesne to aid in overcoming "lMonsieur de 
Wachenston." The result of this campaign brought to the gallant Captain 
Villiers and his post on the Mississippi a well earned distinction, for the Illinois 
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country was largely depended upon for supplies, which were transported in 
boats down the Mississippi and up the Ohio to Fort Duquesne, in which ser- 
vice Neyon de Villiers rendered valuable aid. His honors in this war were 
dearly bought for  he was the only one of several brothers, who was not slain 
in the defense of Canada. 

Five years before this time, that is, in 1749, the British white population of 
the thirteen colonies was estimated at one million, fifty-one thousand. That of 
the French in all of New France, exclusive of their Indian allies, was about 
fifty-two thousand. 

The desire of the English colonists to speculate in the lands northwest of the 
Ohio was very strong and many prominent men were connected with all such 
schemes, including besides the Washingtons already mentioned, John Murray, 
Earl Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, and the Franklins, father and son. 

The French and Indian war which was begun as we have seen, at what is 
now Pittsburg, was practically ended five years later, Sept. 13, 1759, on the 
plains of Abraham at Quebec where the gallant and able commanders on each 
side lost their lives. From this time forth France lost all power and control 
in Canada and the whole north west. 

As soon thereafter as the dilatory movements of the governments could bring 
it about, France surrendered all her claims to her remaining possessions in 
North America to Great Britain by the treaty of Paris, which was signed in 
1763. She had ceded her territory west of the Mississippi to Spain the year 
hefore. 

Thus ended the magnificent scheme planned by La Salle for making in the 
Mississippi valley a new France, even greater than the old. I t  failed because 
it was not based upon proper fundamental principles of government. Abso- 
lutism and despotism cannot succeed in a new country such as this was. 

At the end of almost ninety years of French control, it will be interesting 
to consider what Illinois gained by it. In the year 1763 when France ceded this 
country to Great Britain, what did she transfer within that part now included 
in Illinois? A population consisting of about two thousand whites and five or 
six hundred negro slaves-and a system of legalized slavery. The soil and 
forests as nature had made them. Here and there a little wooden town; a 
magnificent stone fortress, the grandest that up to that time had been built within 
the present borders of the United States, standing on a sandy foundation too close 
to the channel of the erratic h4ississippi; a rude wooden village insecurely 
founded on the same treacherous stream; three or four other villages scarcely 
worth naming and 2. few inefficient water mills located on unreliable streams. 
And what else besides? No agriculture beyond the supply of immediate wants, 
and possibly for export, as much flour, bacon, pork, hides, tallow and leather 
as would be produced on one good prairie farm of six hundred acres; no build- 
ings but the rudest and they of wood-there were no brick; no commerce ex- 
cept trade and barter with the natives of the forest; no mines developed; no 
looms or churns in use and no factories built, no schools established, no print- 
ing press set up, no roads except the trail of the Indian and the buffalo, no 
bridge other than an occasional tree felled across a narrow stream and no trans- 
portation facilities superior to those of the red men; no civil officers, no popular 
election ever held, few people outside of the priests who were able to read, and 
there were not many of them-the Jesuits having just been expelled in a sum- 
mary manner-no civil courts and no legislatures. There were only a few 
homesteads so owned by the occupants, that they could develop and improve 
them, leave them to their heirs with a good title. There was nothing to broaden 
and strengthen the intellectual life of the people or their political life. There 
was nothing to produce the strong, active, self-reliant, progressive, and courage- 
ous characters that are necessarily found in the successful frontiersman or 
pioneer. There was little or no inducement to the citizen to do anything for 
the progress of the country, and little ability on the part of the people to ac- 
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complisl~ it if they had so desired. All of this was the fault of their institu- 
tions. The government was centralized and autocratic both of church and state. 
The initiative was not accepted or desired on the part of the private citizen, or 
indeed permitted to them. Without these no new country can prosper. French 
institutions themselves on both sides of the sea were tottering. The Grand 
Monarque had died many years before. The financial interests of the country 
had been committed to John Law, the author of the Mississippi bubble, and the 
bubble had burst and John Law had died in poverty. Even the kingdom of 
France was approaching its downfall. The whole institutions of government in 
every branch were resting on foundations as insecure as the foundation of their 
lllagnificent fort. It  remains to be seen when Clarke and his Virginians come 
what can be done with the same natural advantages by free men under free 
institutions which allow the citizens a large degree of personal, religious, and 
civil freedom and cultivate in him self-reliance and energy, train him to do his 
own thinking, and offer him an opportunity to labor for his own benefit and 
the benefit of his children and heirs, guaranteeing to him the reward of his 
labor. The government heretofore has existed for the benefit of the governing 
class and the result shows beyond a doubt that such a government will ulti- 
mately be a failure everywhere. The French made no effort to establish colonies 
of self-supporting, self-governing people. 





CHAPTER VII  

ERITISH R'uLE I N  ILLINOIS-1763-1778 

l i e  have already seen that the government of the French over this region fo r  
eighty years or more had been of little or no benefit to the people of Illinois. 
We will now see that the government exercised by the English was worse, for it 
was as damaging as they could make it. 

The English government desired colonies solely for the benefit they could 
derive from them in the way of trade and they used every means to keep them 
in such a state of subjection that England could monopolize that trade, a policy 
which they had already so successfully and so cruelly carried out in the case of 
Ireland. This they hoped to be able to do in the colonies along the sea-coast, 
for by their navy they controlled the ocean; but they felt sure they would not 
be able to secure any considerable amount of benefit to themselves from the 
inland settlements, for the transportation from there to Great Britain for pro- 
duce and from. Great Britain to them for manufactured articles would be so 
great that such commerce could not be made profitable. For this reason they 
discouraged settlement in the northwest. 

Another strong reason they had for not wishing to encourage such settlement 
was that they hoped by use of the Indian tribes on the frontiers to be able to 
keep the eastern colonies in a more servile state of subjection. In furtherance 
of this policy, they continually made large presents to the Indians and endeav- 
ored in every possible way to prejudice them against the colonists, and prom- 
ised them that the vast territory of the Ohio and Illinois valleys and western 
lakes sl~ould be kept as one vast hunting ground for the red men. 

Notwithstanding this, after England had driven the French from Canada and 
the Northwest, the Indians fearing they could no longer rely upon the protection 
of the French, and that they would be entirely within the despotic power of the 
English when the colonies and the king should be united, shrewdly concluded 
they must at once make a strong and desperate defense of the country west of 
the Alleghanies or be driven from the lands of their fathers. 

They had been taught by the French to hate the English and many of the 
tribes near the colonies who had been friendly to them up to this time, began to 
think that they must unite with their red brethren of the west or be rendered 
entirely helpless. 

Pontiac, who has been called the Colossal Chief of the Northwest, the King 
and Lord of all that country, Chief of the Ottowas, respected and adored in a 
manner by all of the Indians, a man of "integrity and humanity" according to 
the morals of the wilderness, of a comprehensive mind, fertile in resources and 
of an undaunted nature, conceived the idea of uniting all of the Indian tribes 
and entirely driving out the whites from the whole of the northwest and the 
Mississippi valley. He proceeded with consummate ability to execute his plan. 
He secured the co-operation of nearly all of the Indian tribes and planned that 
on one and the same fateful day, May I, 1763, they should surprise, attack, 
and destroy all of the forts of the white men west of the Alleghanies. This 
they carried out within sixty days in a way that would seem incredible. The 
forts were all surprised and destroyed except two. 

39 
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It would be an interesting story to tell how each of these forts was captured 
without any intimation of the coming calamity, and men, women, and children 
massacred. The only two forts in all the country that were not surprised and 
captured were those at Detroit and Pittsburg. They managed to withstand a 
siege until they were relieved. Except them, the entire northwest was in the 
power of Pontiac. Under his able leadership this unexampled and magnificent 
confederation of Indians had intended to make this a war of extermination of the 
whites west of the Alleghanies. They hoped to get rid of the white men at 
once and forever in all this country and so terrify the English that none of 
them would ever attempt to enter their hunting grounds again. "They roamed 
the wilderness, massacring all whom they met. They struck down more than 
a hundred traders in the woods, scalping every one of them; quaffing their 
gushing life-blood, horribly mutilating their bodies. They prowled round the 
cabins of the husbandmen of the frontiers; and their tomahawks struck alike 
the laborer in the field or the child in the cradle. They menaced Fort Ligonier, 
at the western foot of the Alleghanies, the outpost of Fort Pitt. They passed 
the illountains and spread death even to Bedford. The unhappy emigrant knew 
not whether to brave danger, or to leave his home and his planted fields, for 
wretchedness and poverty." Of course we know that Pontiac and his allies 
were fighting against the inevitable. His people with their methods of life, with 
their civilization and their government such as it was, were unable to develop 
the strength of the wonderful regions they possessed and must submit to the 
power of Great Britain, which sent in regiments of regular soldiers and called 
out the volunteers and militia and soon put an end to Pontiac's reign. I t  had 
not been possible for him to know the tremendous forces of the colonies and the 
king beyond the Alleghanies and the ocean, whom he had set himself up to 
oppose, or he would never have tried it. 

Amherst, the British commander, then stationed at New York and represen- 
tative of the British government in North America, treated the Indians with con- 
tempt. H e  issued an order, August 10, 1763, offering one hundred pounds to 
anyone who would assassinate Pontiac and ordered his soldiers to take no pris- 
oners but to put to death all that fell into their hands. H e  deemed the Indians 
as unfit to be accepted as allies and unworthy to be respected as enemies, and he 
ordered his soldiers to take no prisoners but to put to death all that fell into 
their hands of the "nations who had so unjustly and cruelly committed 
depredation." 

Pontiac appealed to the French for further assistance but was told that the 
French had ceded this country to the English and could no longer assist them. 
Despondent, yet revengeful, he returned to the Illinois country. Here is where 
he had first received the encouragement which determined him to make the 
attempt to drive out the English, and here at least he thought he would find a 
friend in Neyon de Villiers, the only survivor of six brothers who lost their lives 
in fighting the English; but receiving answer that he had already been sent word 
that France and Great Britain were at peace and that his scheme was imprac- 
ticable, and when he was still further assured by Crogan that the French would 
adhere to their treaty with the English and could no longer offer the Indians 
any support, his feelings can be more easily imagined than described; seeing 
that his cause was lost, he surrendered and made peace, a treaty which he there- 
after respected. 

As compared with the officers of the English government who attempted to 
secure the assassinatibn of the peaceful farmers and traders of their own blood 
and religion, by offering gold and trinkets to bloody savages for the scalps of 
citizens murdered by stealth in their quiet homes, and who finally offered five 
hundred dollars for the assassination of Pontiac himself, Pontiac-considering 
that he was raised a barbarian-was a man of integrity and honor worthy of our 
esteem. H e  had led out his Ottowa warriors to assist in Braddock's defeat. 
H e  organized his brother red men in order to drive the invader from the land 
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of his fathers, led them and planned for them with consummate ability until 
overwhelmed by superior force. 

I t  is said that Pontiac while visiting his old friends, St. Ange and Chouteau 
at St. Louis, then a Spanish colony, learned that the Indians were carousing 
at Cahokia and concluded to join the party. While he was there and they were 
all drinking heavily, a hired assassin, for the promise of a barrel of whiskey, 
stole up behind him and buried his tomahawk in his brains, and left him lying 
where he fell until St. Ange claimed his body and buried it in St. Louis, early 
in April, 1769. 

Pontiac7s red friends of the Northwest most wrongfully blamed the Illinois 
Indians with the murdering of Pontiac and resolved to exterminate them. They 
attacked them at their chief viilage, La  Vantum, in sight of Starved Rock, where 
the most of them were at that time assembled, and after terrific and bloody 
fighting for a whole day, in which a large proportion of the Illinois warriors 
were slain, con~pelled them to retire during the night to the summit of Starved 
Rock. There they were starved to death and perished, all but one young warrior 
who during a severe rain-storm and darkness of the night took a buckskin cord, 
which had been used for drawing water, and fastening it to the trunk of a cedar 
tree let himself down into the river and thus made his escape, the only survivor 
of this fearful tragedy. This young warrior was partly white, being a descend- 
mt, on his father's side, from the French who lived at Fort St. Louis many 
years before. Being alone in the world, without friends or kindred, he went to 
Peoria, joined the colony, and there ended his days. H e  embraced Christianity, 
became an officer in the church, assuming the name of Antonia La Bell, and 
his descendants were living in 1882 near Prairie du Rocher, one of them, Charles 
La Bell, being a party to a suit in the United States court to recover a part of 
the land where Peoria now stands. 

ENGLISH TAKE POSSESSION 

Going back to four years before the death and burial of Pontiac, we find 
that the first step of the English toward taking actual possession of the north- 
west was to send George Croghan on an expedition down the Ohio on his way 
to Illinois. On reaching the soil of Illinois, just below the mouth of the Wabash, 
he was attacked, on the 6th of June, 1765, by eight Kickapoo warriors and com- 
pelled to surrender. When he had been taken as far as Vincennes, the Indians 
found they had a man not to be trifled with, since he was the representative and 
agent of the great and powerful nations which had just put a successful end to ' Pontiac's War. They released him on the 18th of July and he started for the 
Illinois villages. On the way he met Pontiac at the head of a detachment of 
Indians. Now for the first time, Pontiac's stubborn resolution gave way and he 
consented to confer with Croghan as to peaceful relations, which resulted in his 
renouncing his hostile policy and promising to use his influence in favor of 
peace. This made it unnecessary for Croghan to go further and he started for  
Detroit, where he had a council with other Indians. 

I A detachment of the 42d regiment of the Highlanders under Captain Stirling 
was sent to Fort Chartres, where they arrived on the 10th of October, 1765, by 

I the way of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and on that day the last flag bearing 
, the lilies of France within the state of Illinois fell from the flag staff and the 

cross of St. George rose in its stead. 
The first English court ever convened in Illinois held its first session at Fort / Chartres, December 9, 1768, under orders from General Gage. By proclama- 

1 tions from George 111, dated 1765 and 1772, private ownership in the soil was 
forbidden. The inference was plain that he intended to divide the whole country 

/ up into baronial estates, still following the policy that the country was to be 
governed for the benefit of the rulers rather than of the people, a policy which I could not succeed in a new country to be settled by independent Americans. 

e 
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The thirteen colonies were already beginning to be insubordinate and were still 
further provoked by the act of June 2, 1774, called the Quebec Bill, by which 
parliament extended the limits of Canada to include all of the territory north 
of the Ohio, in seeming utter disregard of the jurisdictional rights of Virginia 
and some other colonies under their charter from the king. The people com- 
posing the French province were of a character much more easily to be ruled 
by the autocratic decrees of their superiors than were the people of the thir- 
teen colonies. 

DECLARATION O F  INDEPENDENCE 

This policy of suppression led to the Declaration of Independence on the 
4th day of July, 1776. Although this northwestern territory was. not repre- 
sented in the convention that adopted that declaration, wrongs to the northwest- 
ern territory were given as some of the reasons for the dissolution of the political 
bands. The charges against the king were that "He had endeavored to prevent 
the population of these states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for natural- 
ization of foreigners; refusing to pass others, to encourage their migration 
hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands." His consent 
to laws "for cutting off our trade with all parts of the world;" "For abolishing 
the free system of English laws in a neighboring province (Canada), establish- 
ing therein an arbitrary government, edarg ing  its bozindaries so as to render it 
at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into 
these colonies;" and, "he has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has 
endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian 
savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all 
the ages, sexes and conditions." 

The attack of the Indians on the American frontier had become so numerous, 
so treacherous, and so bloody, and were so evidently excited by the British, 
that George Rogers Clark, one of the great men of the frontier, who had been 
appointed by Virginia to organize the militia in what was afterward the county 
of Kentucky, concluded that the proper way to prevent those attacks was to 
drive the British out of the Northwest. For this purpose he called on Patrick 
Henry, the governor, and received a commission to raise volunteers for the 
defense of Kentucky. The success of t l ~ e  expedition depended so largely on the 
celerity and the secrecy with which it should be carried out, that it was not 
thought practicable to take anyone into confidence except the governor, Patrick 
Henry, and George Wythe, George Mason, and Thomas Jefferson. They gave 
Clark twelve hundred pounds in money and promised to use their influence 
to  secure three hundred acres of land for every man who should engage in the 
expedition. 

The secret instructions to Clark were to go west ostensibly for the purpose 
shown by his commission and open letter of instructions, and then under a 
private letter of instructions, suddenly to attack the British at Fort Chartres 
and Vincennes and then at Detroit. When he told his men at Louisville, Ky., 
the object of his expedition, a coilsiderable part of them refused to go further. 
With one hundred and fifty-three men, instead of the three hundred and fifty 
which he expected to have, he concluded to press forward. I-Ie had been notified 
by spies whom he sent out for that purpose, of the condition of affairs a t  Fort 
Chartres and Vincennes. H e  passed down the Ohio in boats with his oars double 
manned and working night and day continuously, reached the soil of Illinois, 
landed and at once proceeded on foot without any sort of baggage wagons to 
Fort Chartres, which he reached in six days more, making ten days from Louis- 
ville to Fort Chartres. He arrived in the evening of the 4th of July,.and con- 
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cealed his men on the east side of the river until dark, in the meantime sending 
out spies to reconnoiter. After dark he proceeded to and took possession of the 
old ferry house about a mile above the town, making prisoners of the family. 
They waited until the town was wrapped in slumber, when, with his men as- 
sembled around him, Col. Clark ,delivered to them a short address. This 
address is printed in full as nothing could so well, so authoritatively and plainly, 
describe the motives and feelings that compelled these men to undergo the 
privations they did : 

"Soldiers, we are near the enemy for  which we have been struggling for 
years. We are not fighting alone for liberty and independence, but for the 
defense of our frontiers from the tomahawk and scalping knife of the Indians. 
We are defending the lives of our women and children, although a long distance 
from them. These British garrisons furnish the Indians with powder and lead 
to desolate our frontiers, and pay gold for human scalps. 

"We must take and destroy these garrisons. The fort before us is one of 
them, and it must be taken. We cannot retreat, we have no provisions, and 
we must conquer. 

"This is the 4th of July; we must act to honor it and let it not be said in 
after times that Virginians were defeated on that memorable day. The fort and 
town, I repeat it, must be taken at all hazards. 

"After these stirring remarks they began crossing the river in silence, to 
accomplisll which took about two hours. H e  immediately divided his little 
arilly into two divisions and marched half his Illen quietly into the town at one 
end, and half at the other. When in the town they raised their horrible, un- 
earthly yell, which strucli terror into all of the inhabitants, for it was the first 
intinlation they had that the 'Long Knives' were in the country. The garrison 
oblivious of an enemy were taken completely by surprise. 

"Simon Kenton, at the head of a small detachment, sought the quarters of 
Gov. Rocheblave, and found that official peacefully sleeping beside his wife, he 
having no intimation of danger until Kenton, tapping him on the shoulder, 
informed him he was a prisoner. 

"The capture of the post was complete. 
"What little knowledge of French the Americans possessed was utilized in 

proclaiming to the French inhabitants that if they remained in their homes 
quietly they would not be molested, but if they acted to the contrary, they would 
be annihilated." 

Clark's policy was to terrorize the inhabitants at first and make them feel 
their helplessness and then show them leniency. 

The next day when the priest came to ask permission to have religious services 
in the church to seek the divine blessing before leaving, and asked permission to 
take some of their provisions with them, Clark suddenly changing his aspect, 
wished to know why they wanted to go away, telling them that he had come to 
take them in as citizens of the United Colonies and did not wish to interfere 
with their religion, or their property, or their laws, or their business; but that 
if any of them desired to leave, they might peacefully withdraw. He also 
told them that the king of France had united his armies with those of the Ameri- 
cans, which was news to them and greatly pleased both the French and Indians 
and added to their confidence in the American cause. The inhabitants were 
so well pleased that the French immediately took the oath of allegiance to the 
United Colonies with enthusiasm. 

Col. Clark was disposed also to deal leniently with Rocheblave, and invited 
him to dine with him; but instead of meeting his courtesies half-way and making 
the best of his misfortunes, the disgruntled Franco-British officer became violent 
and insulting. T o  such a length did he carry his insolence that the colonel felt 
compelled to place him in irons, and soon after sent him to Williamsburg as a 
prisoner of war. In 1780, breaking his parole, he made his way to New York, 
where, in 1781, he applied for a command and authority to recapture the Illinois 
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posts. His slaves were confiscated and sold, the proceeds, amounting to five 
hundred pounds, being distributed among the troops of Col. Clark. 

When Clark was about to proceed to Vincennes to capture that post, Gibault, 
the priest, persuaded him not to do it but to send him over as ambassador, which 
Clark did; Gibault went over with a small party and as there were no forces 
there except French and Indians, easily persuaded them to take the oath of 
allegiance to the United Colonies. Captain Helm of Clark's regiment, who had 
gone over with Gibault, took charge. 

When Hamilton at Detroit learned what had happened, he took a detach- 
ment of three hundred fifty warriors in October, 1778, to retake possession of 
Vincennes. As he approached the fort and was within hailing distance, Captain 
Helm haulted him, standing by his gun with a lighted fuse. When Hamilton 
called for his surrender a t  discretion, Helm refused unless he was granted the 
honors of war, which was done. H e  then surrendered himself and one man, 
all he had. 

When news of what had happened came to George Rogers Clark, he knew 
that his own situation was desperate. H e  was receiving no support from 
Virginia and his forces were too small to withstand a siege, although he com- 
menced to prepare for one, the best he could. Just then Francis Vigo, an Italian 
trader of St. Louis, arrived from Vincennes and informed Clark that Hamil- 
ton was confident that nothing would be done until spring, at which time he 
proposed to make an advance in force; but in the meantime had weakened him- 
self by sending out his force of Indians in different directions, especially down 
to the Ohio river to prevent Clark from returning to Virginia and to prevent 
reinforcements being sent to Clark. The genius of Clark came to his relief. 
H e  knew and said that he must immediately take Hamilton prisoner or Hamilton 
would take him. H e  thereupon called together all the forces he could, a con- 
siderable part of which were Frenchmen, and on the 7th of February started 
across the country to capture Vincennes. I n  eleven days he reached the edge 
of the drowned lands of the Wabash river, which were flooded. T o  cross these 
required five days more, during two of which they had to travel in water up to 
their breasts at times. 

I-Iamilton was one of the most bloodthirsty of the representatives of the 
British government in this country. H e  was methodical in his use of the In- 
dians. H e  gave standing rewards for scalps but offered none for prisoners, 
thereby winning for himself the nickname of "The Hair Buyer." His contin- 
LIOUS volunteer parties composed of Indians and whites, spared neither men, 
women nor children. 

I 
Hc  promised that in the coming year as early as possible all of the nations 

from the Chickasaws and Cherokees to the Hurons and Five Nations should 
I 

join in the expedition against Virginia. 
Clark's force on reaching dry land made no delay whatever but with drum 

beating and white flag flying, entered Vincennes a t  the lower end of the vil- 

I 
lage. The town surrendered immediately and assisted in the siege of the 

trencl~ments within rifle shot of the fort, and under their protection his riflemen 

I 
fort, which was immediately invested. During the night Clark threw up in- 1 
silenced two pieces of cannon. In the forenoon when Hamilton asked for 
parley, Clark demanded his surrender a t  discretion, to which the British replied 
they would sooner perish to the last man; and offered to capitulate on the con- 
dition that they might march out with the honors of war, and return to Detroit. 
Clark replied that he could by no means agree to that. H e  said, "I will not 

i 
again leave it in your power to spirit up the Indian nations to scalp men, women, 
and children." Before night Hamilton and his garrison, hopeless of succor and 
destitute of provisions, and overestimating Clark's strength, surrendered as 
prisoners of war. 

Steps were immediately taken to conciliate the Indians, "who, observing the 
success of the Americans in obtaining possession of so many important British 
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posts, began to reflect whether it was not for their interest to make friends with 
the winn~ng side. The consideration which most influenced their decision, how- 
ever, was the fact, repeatedly urged upon them, that 'their old father, the king 
of the French, had come to life again and was mad at them for fighting for the 
British.' A council was held at which all the tribes of the Wabash were repre- 
sented, who declared themselves to have changed their minds in favor of the 
Americans." 

The forces that Virginia had raised to send to reinforce Clark were neces- 
sarily diverted to an attack upon the Cherokees, who were part of the force 
relied upon by Hamilton and who were terribly punished by those Virginia 
troops. 

For the rest of the year the western settlements enjoyed peace, and the con- 
tinued flow of immigrants through the mountains of Kentucky and the country 
on the Holston river so strengthened them that they were never again in danger 
of being broken up by any alliance of the savages. 

This ended the control of the British, such as it was, over the state of Illi- ' 
nois and the northwest. I t  lasted for fifteen years, during which time the 
British government had shown itself unfriendly to the people of this country 
and during the last three years of which she had been carrying on the war of 
the Revolution, with the aid of the Indians. From this time on the govern- 

/ ment passed to the commonwealth of Virginia. 





CHAPTER VIII 

ILLINOIS AS A PART O F  VIRGINIA-1778-1784 

With the capture of Kaskaskia and the fort there on the 4th of July, 1778, 
the Northwest ceased to be a part of the British dominion and became a part 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia-at least as far  north as the limits of tile Vir- 
ginia charter-and it so remained until March  st, 1784. 

During all of this time except the last months the Revolutionary war was 
still pendlng, and through all of that time there were murderous excursions by 
the Indians, prompted by the English, into all of the Northwest, into Kentucky 
and the western part of Virginia. These were stealthy parties, as a rule, and 
were of almost weekly occurrence, but they were at this time usually confined 
to the country now within the states of  Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, and western 
Virginia; Illinois being comparatively free from them. 

We have seen that the regiment that was raised by the Commonwealth of 
Virginia to re-inforce Col. Clark was diverted to intercept the Cherokees, who 
were preparing to come to the support of the British in the Northwest. That 
attack was very successful but it left  Col. Clark unsupported. With wonderful 
ability he succeeded in securing and retaining the support of the French and 
Indians and managed to hold the country for Virginia. 

The Virginia House of Burgesses or  delegates proceeded immediately to 
extend a civil jurisdiction over the country, and in October, within three 
months of the capture of I<askaskia, it enacted a law establishing the county 
of Illinois, which included then all of the Northwest, and provided for the 
appointment of a county lieutenant or commandant, who should take the oath 
of fidelity to the commonwealth according to his own religion, whatever that 
might be. All of the civil officers to which the inhabitants had been accustomed, 
necessary for the preservation of peace and the administration of justice, were 
to be continued and the officers, except those of the militia, were to be chosen 
by the majority of the citizens at elections to be convened for that purpose in 
their respective districts by the county lieutenant or his deputy, such officers to 
be commissioned by the county lieutenant. 

Patrick Henry being then the governor of Virginia, thus became ex-officio 
the first governor of Illinois. H e  appointed Col. John Todd of Kentucky 
county, the first commandant of the county of Illinois and gave him a letter 
instructing him to cultivate the good friendship of the French and Indians, for, 
if unhappily this territory should be lost to the French, it might never be again 
secured,, since early prejudices are so hard to wear out. 

As the head of the civil government, Todd was to have command of the 
militia, who were however not to be under command until ordered out by the 
civil authority to act in conjunction with it. 

Col. Todd was born in Montgomery county, Pa., hut was reared and edu- 
cated in Virginia by his uncle, the Rev. John Todd of Hanover county, Va., 
who conducted a school or college there. Todd studied law and settled in Fin- 
castle in Virginia, where he practiced for several years and about 1775 moved to 
Kentucky. 

Col. John Todd immediately entered upon the duties of his office as county 
47 
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lieutenant and was seldom absent from his government up to the time of his 
death. H e  was authorized to raise a regiment for the defense of the frontier. 
His career was ended by his death in the Battle of Blue Licks. He was a man 
of fine personal appearance and talents, an accomplished gentleman, universally 
beloved, and died without a stain upon his character and without even one enemy 
upon earth. 

The elections provided for by this act of Virginia are believed to be the first 
elections held in Illinois under authority of law, and, the settlers there being 
mostly French, they resulted in the election of Frenchmen to nearly all of the 
offices except those in the militia. 

T o  prevent the taking up of large tracts of land by prospectors and specu- 
lators, Todd issued a proclamation enjoining all persons from making any new 
settlements of lands and requiring the exhibition to duly appointed officers of 
the evidence of title of those already in possession. T o  those who are ac- 
quainted with the difficulties arising from the complication of title in a new 
settlement or country by speculators under doubtful laws, and where the lands 
had not been properly surveyed in advance, this will be recognized as a very [ 
wise provision. 

Licenses to erect factories, conduct stores and traffic in general merchan- 
dise were granted without restrictions. 

Under instruction from Governor Henry, Todd proposed to the Spanish 
authorities in St. Louis and St. Genevieve, the establishing of commercial rela- 
tions between the governments of Spain and Virginia and offered military as- ) 
sistance in case it should be needed. This offered friendship was in the end 
basely betrayed. 

Jn 1779 Todd was commissioned colonel of a Virginia regiment and was 
thereafter actively engaged in military operations throughout the west but con- 
tinued to fulfill his duties as commandant as well as distance and the calls of 
duty upon him would permit. 

August 5th) 1779, Gen. Clark turned over his military command of Illinois 
to Col. John Montgomery with headquarters a t  Kaskaskia, who assigned Capt. 
Linetot to duty along the Illinois river. 

It  was feared that the English would endeavor to recover the territory of 
Illinois and it was not clear that the Spaniards would not .willingly suffer these 
Illinois settlements-although they were their allies-to fall into British hands, I \ 

hoping in that case for an opportunity to retake them and make them 
Spanish territory. The governor of Canada did proceed, under instructions 1 
from home, to organize an attack upon the Spanish posts along the Mississippi 1 
and upon the Illinois settlements, and the governors of the British garrisons r 
were instructed by secret circular letters to co-operate in the movement. This 
was discovered by the interception of letters by the Spanish governor at New 
Orleans, who immediately attacked the English stations in the vicinity and thus 
prevented the re-inforcements expected by the British in their attack on St. 
Louis, St. Genevieve, and the Illinois settlements. 

The English expedition arrived on May 26, 1780, before St. Louis and pre- 
pared to make the attack. Clark, who had been informed of this while a t  the , 

Falls of the Ohio, hastened to and arrived at Cahokia with a small force twenty- 
four hours before the appearance of the British and their allies. His mere 
presence was a tower of strength. 

The commander of the English expedition reported to his superior that they 
failed on account of the infidelity of some of their Indian allies but boastfully 
claimed that sixty-eight of the enemy were killed, eighteen black and white 
people made prisoners, many cattle destroyed, and forty- thee scalps brought in. 

The retreat of the English was a very hasty one, they being closely followed 
by Col. John Montgomery with a force of three hundred fifty men, including a 
party of Spanish allies. Montgomery followed them to Peoria lake and thence 
to  Rock river, destroying towns and crops on the way. Thereafter, the In- 
dians were not disposed to attack the people of Illinois 
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Some time after the repulse of this invading force of the British, a company 
of only seventeen Illinoisans, commanded by Thomas Brady, a patriotic citizen 
of Cahokia, retaliated by attacking the British post at St. Joseph in what is now 
the state of Michigan, and capturing it;  but he was ambushed and defeated on 
his way back to Illinois and most of his command taken prisoners. H e  escaped 
and St. Joseph fell again into the hands of the British. Thereupon the author- 
ities at St. Louis and Cahokia, joining the forces of the Illinoisans and the 
Spanish, organized an expedition of about thirty Spaniards under the command 
of Don Ugenio Pourre, and about thirty French under the command of Jean 
(John) Baptiste Maillet, and some two hundred Indians, and proceeded to re- 
take it. The Spanish officer was senior in rank and had command of the ex- 
 edition. They placated the Indians on the way and captured St. Joseph again 
without striking a blow; the British flag there was replaced by that of Spain 
and possession taken in the name of his Catholic Majesty who claimed not only 
St. Joseph and its dependencies but also the valley of Illinois river, an extreme 
exhibition of infidelity to the Illinoisans who had assisted in the campaign. The 
Spanish commander made such reports to Madrid as to create an important 
con~plication in the final settlement of the treaty between England and the 
United States and might have given Spain the country north of the Ohio river 
hut that his Catholic Majesty demanded too much from the British, including 
the cession of Gibralter. T o  this demand the British never would consent but 
were prompted by it to release their claim to the Northwest to the United States 
to prevent it from falling into the power of Spain. Since St. Joseph at the time 
it was captured was not a part of the Illinois comltry, either as a district or 
territory, the claim of the Illinois river as a sequence to the capture of that fort 
was a barefaced fraud without a shadow of evidence to support i t ;  nevertheless, 
it required all of the sagacity, firmness, and wisdom of Jay, Franklin and Adams 
to prevent the claim from being allowed. If Spain had succeeded in making 
the Northwest Spanish territory instead of American, it would have been the 
death blow to the prosperity of Peoria and all of the Northwest, as well as to 
the whole United States, and would have made the Father of Waters a private 
Spanish canal. 

This Jean Eaptiste Maillet is the same man who settled in Peoria in 1778, 
and in 1779 was comn~issioned captain of militia for Peoria, receiving his com- 
mission from Cahokia to which district Peoria then belonged. I t  is probable 
that at the time this expedition started, he was a t  Cahokia, for the French had 
been driven down there temporarily and most of his men, although they may 
have been Peorians, were probably there at the time they started for St. Joseph. 
This is the same Maillet also who started Ville de Maillet or Lower Peoria 
about 1778 about where Bridge and Harrison streets are, which new village 
was named for him. Maillet deserved to have the new village named for him 
for in his time he was one of Peoria's greatest men. H e  extended his trading 
operations far and wide even to the Rocky Mountains. H e  was killed in 1801. 

This is the last expedition during the Revolutionary war in which Peorians 
or other Illinoisans took part. 

011 account of the attention of Virginia being diverted to resisting the at- 
tacks of the Indians nearer home, the county of Illinois received very little at- 
tention and was practically without a government until it passed beyond the 
control of Virginia by the cession of the country to the United States. 

Through this interim the French inhabitants were the greatest sufferers, be- 
ing easily imposed upon and not being of the character of people to defend 
themselves. 

Several years before the close of the Revolutionary war, it began to be ap- 
parent that the confederation of the colonies did not confer power enough upon 
the general government to enable it to preserve its own existence, and that a 
closer bond of union must be provided or the government would fall to pieces; 
but the smaller colonies which had no territory west of the mountains, feared to 
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go into a closer bond with the large colonies with their great expanse of terri- 
tory for fear they would be overruled and be deprived of their equal rights in 
the government. Congress, therefore, in 1780 recommended to those states 
which owned territory in the west, to cede it all to the United Colonies. This 
they finally concluded to do. 

Virginia by an act passed January 2, 1781, authorized her delegates in the 
confederate congress to transfer her claims to western lands, as well as her 
jurisdiction over the country, to the United States on certain conditions. This 
tender was accepted by the general government and Virginia by a new act of 
December 20, 1783, authorized her delegates in the confederate congress, by 
proper deed under their hands and seals, to convey, transfer, assign, and make 
over to the United States in congress assembled, for the benefit of said states, 
all right, title, and claim, as well the soil as the jurisdiction which the common- 
wealth had to the country within the limits of the Virginia charter lying north- 
west of the Ohio river-upon the condition that the territory so ceded should 
be laid out and formed into distinct republican states, having the same right 
of sovereignty, freedom, and independence- as the other states, congress to pay 
Virginia the necessary reasonable expenses incurred by that state in subduing 
the British forts and maintaining forts and garrisons and defending them. That 
the French and Canadian inhabitants who had professed themselves citizens of 
Virginia should have their possessions confirmed to them and should be pro- 
tected in the enjoyment of their rights and liberties. Also, that a quantity of 
land, not exceeding one hundred fifty thousand acres, promised by Virginia to 
George Rogers Clark and the soldiers of his regiment, should be laid off in one 
tract, to be afterwards divided among the said officers and men in due propor- 
tion according to the laws of Virginia. All other lands, which were more than 
one hundred and sixty-six million acres, should be considered as a common fund 
for the use and benefit for the United States, including the state of Virginia. 

The provisions of this act of the House of Burgesses were carried out on 
March I ,  1784, by a deed of cession signed by Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Hardy, 
Arthur Lee, and James Monroe, who were then delegates for the commonwealth 
of Virginia in the confederate congress. Two of the signers of this deed by 
Virginia to the congress afterwards became presidents of the United States. 

This document was signed, sealed and delivered in a little less than seven 
weeks after the definitive treaty of peace with Great Britain was ratified by con- 
gress, and from that time forth Illinois ceased to be a part of the State of Vir- 
ginia or in any way under its control and became territory of the United States. 



CHAPTER I X  

T H E  XORTHIVEST TERRITORY 

By the deed of cession of hlarch I ,  1784, not only all property interest but 
the right of sovereignty passed from Virginia to the continental congress and 
'l'irginia no longer attempted to exercise ,any control over the territory. Con- 
gress, as soon as a proper bill could be prepared, on April 23, 1784, passed an 
ordinance to establish a form of government from the entire region from the 
gulf to the lakes, although possession had not at that time been entirely acquired. 
This law was never put in force and was repealed by the ordinance of 1787. The 
territory continued to exist under the laws in force at the date of that deed as 
they were administered by the officers then in power. 

That transfer provided that the French settlers should be protected in all 
their rights and that they should be allowed to live under their old laws, which 
they did in a satisfactory way, for they were not a quarrelsome or litigious 
people. 

From the time of the cession of this country by Virginia, congress was so 
engaged in its efforts to secure concessions from other colonies and to secure 
a re-organization of the United States by the adoption of a constitution to 
"create a more perfect union" that little attention was paid to the Northwest 
territory until 1787. During this period of three years, the power of Virginia 
to control had ceased and the government by congress had practically not begun 
so that the people were ~ri thout  any superior control and were without any sub- 
stantial protection from congress. 

In 1785, an ordinance for ascertaining the mode of disposing of lands in the 
western territory was passed by the continental congress which provided for 
the present plan of surveying and platting the land into townships six miles 
square and numbered consecutively from south to north and in ranges numbered 
east and west from a base line and section one mile square, also numbered con- 
secutively. Sections numbered sixteen of every township were reserved for  
school purposes, which reservation has been continued through all forms of 
government to the present time. This platting of the land into townships and 
sections before selling it, is a wonderful advantage in locating and finding the 
land, in describing it, and in indexing and abstracting the title. Nothing was done 
under this law at this time in Illinois, which was then a neglected wilderness 
harrassed by the predatory incursions of Indians, although none were of suffi- 
cient importance to be called a war. 

On July 13, 1787, the congress of the confederation passed the celebrated 
ordinance of that date by which they provided that the whole territory northwest 
of the Ohio river should be constituted one district for the purpose of temporary 
government. 

It will be interesting to notice the provisions of this ordinance a t  some 
length for two reasons. I t  attempted to determine what the future laws of the 
Northwest should be, and in this manner, to make it a sort of a bill of rights 
for all time to come. I t  is also to be studied as a most valuable indication of 
the progress of ideas, for it is a fact not generally understood that laws are not 
made. They grow in the minds of the people from time to time and are a con- 
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trolling power before they are enacted into statutes, and sometimes they have 
not much force after they are enacted because they are not grounded in the 
hearts as well as the minds of the people. 

By a study of this ordinance of '87, we will find how far  social and political 
ideas had progressed up to that time and be able to learn what advancement 
we have made since. I t  provided for the descent of property in equal shares, 
substantially as under our present laws. This just principle was not then 
generally recognized in the states; (it, however, reserved to the French and 
Canadian inhabitants who had become citizens of Virginia the laws and customs 
under which they had lived, relative to descent and conveyancing.) 

The governor was to be elected for three years and was required to  be the 
owner of at least one thousand acres of land. The secretary's term was four 
years and he must be the owner of five hundred acres. A court was provided 
for of three judges, who must each be the owner of five hundred acres. I t  will 
be noted that their term of office was during good behavior. All the above 
officers were elected by congress and were required to have been residents of the 
district for the three years last past or' to have been for the same time citizens 
of one of the states, and to take an oath of office. 

In considering these laws, we must remember that the people were so scat- 
tered that some provisions that we would consider essential to good government 
would have been utterly impossible of operation at that time, for the people 
could not assemble in convention and it was not possible for  them to  consult 
with each other as we can do, and they had necessarily very, very few news- 
papers, if any. This may excuse the provision that as a protection against unwise 
experiments, they could adopt only laws that were already in force in some one 
of the original states, and even after adoption, congress might disapprove of 
them and they were to remain in force only until the organization of a general 
assembly, which might alter, repeal, or re-adopt them. 

The governor was constituted commander-in-chief of the militia, with the 
power to appoint all officers below the grade of general, and, until the organiza- 
tion of the general assembly, the governor was to appoint all of the civil officers 
in each county. H e  was to establish counties from time to time to whose limits, 
legal process was to run. When the territory should have five thousand free 
male inhabitants of full age, it was to be entitled to a general assembly, the time 
and place of election to be fixed by the governor. Each five hundred voters were 
entitled to one representative until the number reach twenty-five, af ter  which 
the legislature itself was to regulate the number. 

A member of the legislature was to be elected for two years and was required 
to be a resident in the territory for three years, or have had a citizenship in some 
state for three years and a present residence in the territory and a fee simple 
right to two hundred acres of land within the territory. 

'The makers of this ordinance had confidence in the immigrants to the dis- 
trict who came from any one of the states. H e  was supposed to be a developed 
American. W e  have already seen the importance of studying in the beginning 
the development of the older colonies for it was in them our first Illinoisans 
were made. 

An elector must have been a citizen of one of the states or have a residence 
of two years in the district and in either case have a freehold of fifty acres. 

The assembly consisted of the governor and council and the house of repre- 
sentatives. The council was to consist of five members, three to constitute a 
quorum, term of service five years unless the members were sooner removed 
by congress. Congress was to select the council from ten men-residents of the 
territory, each having a freehold of five hundred acres-nominated by the House 
of Representatives. Bills to become laws must be passed by both houses and 
be approved by the governor. The two houses by joint ballot were to  elect a 
delegate to congress who was allowed to debate but not to vote. An oath of 
office was to be taken by each of these officers. 
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I t  will be seen from the following extract from the ordinance that it was 
intended to make it in many respects practically perpetual. 

"13. And for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious lib- 
erty, which form the basis whereupon these republics, their laws, and constitu- 
tion, are erected; to fix and establish those principles as the basis of all laws, 
constitutions and governments, which forever hereafter shall be formed in the 
said territory; to provide, also, for  the establishment of states, and permanent 
government therein, and for their admission to a share in the federal councils on 
an equal footing with the original states, at as early periods as may be consistent 
with the general interest : 

"14. I t  is hereby ordained and declared, by the autl~ority aforesaid, that the 
following articles shall be considered as articles of compact between the original 
states and the people and states in the said territory, and forever remain unalter- 
able, unless by common consent." 

Among the unalterable provisions were these: That any one demeaning 
himself in an orderly manner shall never be molested on account of his mode of 
worship or religious sentiments. That the inhabitant shall always be entitled 
to the benefits of the habeas corpus and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate 
representation in the legislature and of judicial proceedings according to the 
common law. All persons shall be bailable, unless for capital offenses, where the 
proof shall be evident and the -presumption great. All fines shall be moderate, 
and no cruel or unt~sual punishment shall be inflicted. No one shall be deprived 
of his liberty or property, but by the judgment of his peers, and the law of the 
land. Private property shall not be taken for public use nor shall particular 
services of anyone be required without full compensation made for the same, 
and no law ought to be made or have force in said territory that shall in any 
manner whatever interfere with or affect private contracts or engagements 
bona fide and without fraud, previously formed. 

I t  will be seen that this in many respects is wonderfully like the old Magna 
Charta of King John. 

"Religion, morality and knowledge being necessary to good government and 
the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be 
encouraged.'? 

The utmost good faith was required toward the Indians. Their land and 
property should never be taken from them without consent and their property 
rights and liberty should never be invaded or disturbed unless by just and lawful 
wars authorized by congress; but laws founded in justice and humanity shall 
from time to time be made for preventing wrongs being done to them and for  
preserving peace and friendship with them. 

States formed from the territory were to remain forever a part of the gen- 
eral government and to pay their proportionate part of the national debt. The 
states were not to interfere with the disposal of the public lands by congress 
nor tax  those lands, nor to tax the land of non-resident proprietors higher than 
they did that of residents. The navigable waters were to be forever free, as  
well a s  the carrying places between the same, and should become highways to 
the citizens of the United States. The territory was eventually to be divided in 
not less than three nor more than five independent states. 

I t  was provided that there should be neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude in said territory otherwise than in punishment of crime whereof the party 
to be punished should have been duly convicted. 

From the celebrated ordinance of 1787, which was the charter or constitution 
of the Northwest territory, we have been able to learn something of the ideas 
of the members of the continental congress at that time in regard to what was 
necessary and expedient for the organization and construction of a govern- 
ment for the people in a country such as the Northwest. 

Major General Arthur St. Clair, who had been an officer in the English 
army but resigned and settled in Pennsylvania, had rendered distinguished service 
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under Wolfe in the storming of Quebec in 1759, and had also served with honor 
during the Revolutionary war, was elected by congress, governor of the North- 
west territory. The three judges required by that ordinance were also elected 
and entered upon the duties of their office July 15, 1778, and they with the gov- 
ernor proceeded to legislate for the territories. 

We must remember that many of the laws we now have would have been 
impossible of execution under the circumstances of the country at that time. 
There were no jails, workhouses, or penitentiaries in which convicts could be 
confined, and the people were too poor and too widely scattered to build them; 
consequently that mode of punishment so common with us could not be adopted 
by them. Some of the offenses, such as horse-stealing, which are the hardest to 
suppress in new countries, were punished more severely than we would think 
advisable. Their punishments were summary : Death for murder, treason and 
arson (if loss of life ensued therefrom) ; whipping with thirty-nine lashes and 
fine for larceny. burglary and robbery; for perjury, whipping, fine or standing 
in the pillory ; for forgery, fine, disfranchizement, and standing in the pillory ; 
drunkenness, fine, for non-payment of which to stand in the stocks; for non- 
payment of fines generally, the sheriff was empowered to bind out the convict 
for a term not exceeding seven years ; obscene conversation and profane swear- 
ing were admonished against and threatened with the loss of the government's 
confidence; morality and piety were enjoyed and. the Sabbath pronounced sacred. 

President Washington wrote to Governor St. Clair that one of the most 
important things to be accomplished as soon as possible was to quit the titles 
to the lands of the settlers, and publication was made that all persons claiming 
titles should bring them in to the government to be examined, approved if found 
correct, and recorded. The difficulties of those in charge of this work were 
very great. Many of the titles presented were fraudulent, forgeries, or issued 
without authority. When a title was found correct, it became necessary to make 
an accurate survey of the ground and stake it off so the owner not only would 
know what his title was but would know exactly the boundaries of his land. The 
law provided that the cost of the surveying and marking corners must be paid 
by the owner of the land. Many of the settlers at that time were very poor, 
indeed. They were not good managers. They had been harassed by warfare 
and by the uncertain condition of business, and unfortunately at this same time 
there had been unusual overflows of the IMississippi, destroying most of their 
crops for a year or two in succession, so that they were utterly unable to pay 
the necessary cost of staking off their land. The result was that their lands, 
many of them, fell into the hands of land speculators who advanced the money 
to pay for the cost of surveying. Many of the French inhabitants petitioned 
congress to relieve them of the cost of surveying. Their pathetic and earnest 
petition was drawn up by Father Gibault, the same priest who was so efficient 
in securing the support of the French at Kaskaskia and also at Vincennes for 
George Rogers Clarke. I t  certainly appears to us at this time that congress 
should have paid that cost of surveying from the treasury. 

The instructions of congress to Governor St. Clair were to promote peace 
and harmony between the Indians and the United States, to defeat all com- 
binations or  confederacies between them and to neglect no opportunity to ex- 
tinguish the Indian titles to lands westward as far as the Mississippi and north 
as far  as the forty-first degree of latitude. Why they should limit it in this man- 
ner, does not appear. W e  know that the forty-first degree was the northern line 
of the claim of Virginia under its charter, but why stop at the boundary fixed by 
the charter of old Virginia? 

In 1790, there was only one lawyer in the Northwestern territory but he 
was a very able man of Welsh descent, an accomplished linguist with a classical 
education and a thorough knowledge of law, a hard worker and a forceful 
speaker. Later when the territory of Indiana ,was organized, he moved to 
Vincennes and rendered important services in revising the statutes for the terri- 
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tory of Indiana. His name was John Rice Jones. H e  left several distinguished 
sons. 

A curious record is mentioned by Governor Reynolds of a trial a t  Prairie 
du Rocher which indicates the absence of states attorneys or any other lawyers. 
The jury, wishing to indict a negro, examined what books they had and con- 
cluded to and did indict him, and under the indictment convicted him of the 
"murder" of a hog. H e  had not stolen it, only shot it as a piece of malicious i mischief. 

1 The neighborhood of Peoria was free from Indian massacres, incursions, or 
battles, during the existence of the northwest territory but there were two or  

I 

three battles of importance farther east. 
General St. Clair suffered a disastrous defeat November 4th, 1791, on a 

small branch of the Wabash. H e  lost eight hundred ninety men out of a force 
of fourteen hundred engaged in battle. Six hundred skulls were found three years 
afterwards and buried by men from General Wayne's army. The Indian force 
consisted of one thousand forty men under the command of Little Turtle, chief 
of the Nliamis. This battlefield was afterwards known as Fort Recovery. 

Afterward, the conduct of the war was placed in the hands of General 
Anthony Wayne, whose home was in the immediate vicinity of Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania. 13s  campaign during the summer of 1794, culminated in a very 
decisive victory on the 20th of August on the Maumee river. This was fol- 
lo~ved by negotiations with Great Britain in which the king pledged a fir111 
peace with the United States and agreed to withdraw all his troops and garri- 
sons fro111 the posts within the boundary lines of the United States as fixed 
by the treaty of 1783. This took away from the Indians the last hope of 
Critisl~ aid and the various chiefs hastened to the headquarters of General Wayne 
during the winter and signed preliminary articles of peace which resulted in 
the treaty of Greenville, in which all the sachems and chiefs of the confederacy 
signed a lasting treaty of peace on the 3d of August, 1795. 

Governor St. Clair, as we have seen, was hin~self a Pennsylvanian by adop- 
tion and it appears that four-fifths of the laws, which were all imported from 
other states, were from Pennsylvania. Anlong other things they adopted the 
common law of England, and the statutes of parliament 111 aid thereof of a 
general nature not local to that kingdom, down to the fourth year of James I ,  
which is the law in Illinois to this day except as varied by statute. 

In 1796, the population of the territory had become so large as to entitle 
it to a delegate in congress and Shadrach Eond was elected. He was after- 
wards the first governor of the state of Illinois. The representatives in the 
legislature of the territory nominated ten men, in accordance with the provisions 
of the ordinance of '87, from which President Adams selected five, who con- 
stituted the legislative council. These were confirmed by the Senate and on 
the 16th of September, 1799, both houses met and perfected their organization 
on the 24th. This was the first time that the people of this country through 
representatives elected by themselves enacted their own laws for their own 
local government. The legislature confirmed many of the laws enacted by the 
governor and judges, and passed forty-eight new ones, of which the government 
 ret toed eleven. They were. prorogued December I 7, 1799. 

This territorial government existed for  only a few months, for on l l a y  7, 
i 1800, the territory was divided. 





CHAPTER X 

PEORIA PART OF INDIANA TERRITORY-1800-1809 

Congress, by an act approved May 7, 1800, divided the immense territory 
of the northwest and the present states of Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, and 
Indiana, except a little strip on the eastern side, were constituted the territory 
of Indiana and so remained for nine years, which were not very eventful ones. 

The acquisition of land titles from the resident Indian tribes, and the settle- 
ment of land titles, were the principle subjects receiving attention. 

Captain William H. Harrison, afterwards president, was appointed governor 
and superintendent of Indian affairs and given full powers to negotiate treaties 
between the United States and the several resident Indian tribes for the cession 
of their lands. 

There had been only one term of court with jurisdiction of criminal matters 
held within that territory for five years. 

In 1799, while Harrison was secretary of the great territory of the northwest, 
he had been elected delegate to congress, and it was largely through his influence 
that congress had created the territory of Indiana from the territory of the 
northwest, and also provided for the sale of public lands in tracts as small as 
three hundred twenty acres, upon cash payment of one-fourth the price, the 
balance to be paid in one, two, and three years. Before that time, the smallest 
tract sold was four hundred acres and cash payments were required. 

The first term of the general court under the law for Indiana Territory was 
held on the 3d of March, 1801. I t  was about this time that the able, accomplished, 
and distinguished scoundrel and traitor, Aaron Burr, attempted to organize an 
independent nation including a large part of the country between the Alle- 
ghanies and the Mississippi river. After a long trial he was not convicted, 
although universally believed to be guilty. 

All the territory between the Illinois and the Mississippi rivers was acquired 
from the Sac and Fox nations, by the treaty of St. Louis, November 3, 1804, 
the Indians surrendering all jurisdiction over it and giving up all claim of title 
to the lands, but it will be seen that the country was practically not opened to 
settlement for several years, for the lands had not been surveyed and there was 
no opportunity to acquire title to them, which is the chief object of the pioneer. 
Land offices were established in 1894 at  Kaskaskia, in which district Peoria 
county was situated, and the settlement of disputed land claims was begun. 
This proved to be an exceedingly difficult matter. The register and receiver 
examined eight hundred ninety land claims, of which three hundred seventy 
were supported by perjury and a considerable number were forged. I t  seems 
there was no less perjury and graft in that day than in this, and it is unpleasant 
to contemplate that the names of many of the most prominent, respected, and 
influential families were tarnished. This placed a terrible responsibility upon 
the commissioners, who were compelled to resist these claimants who attacked 
them viciously in every way. The commissioners felt this grievously and closed 
their report with the following words : 

"We close this melancholy picture of human depravity, by rendering our 
devout acknowledgments that, in the awful alternative in which we have been 
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placed, of either admitting perjured testimony in support of the claims before 
us, or having it turned against our characters and lives, it has, as yet, pleased 
Divine Providence which rules over the affairs of men, to preserve us both from 
legal murder and private assassination." 

'By vote taken in 1804, September ~ r t h ,  the people adopted the second grade 
of territorial government, under which they elected a general assembly. The 
members elected to the legislature from Illinois were Shadrach Bond, afterwards 
first governor of the state, William Biggs of St. Clair, and George Fisher of 
Randolph. The legislature elected ten men from whom the president was author- 
ized to select five to act as members of the council. The president waived that 
right to nominate them 'and delegated that power to Harrison, only asking him 
that he reject "land jobbers, dishonest men, and those who, though honest, 
might suffer the~nselves to be warped by party prejudice." Perry and Menard 
were selected for Illinois. 

The legislature met the 29th of June, 1805. This was the second time that the 
people of this country, through their representatives, exercised the law making 
power for their own local government. 

The governor in his first message recommended the passage of laws to pre- 
vent the sale of intoxicating liquors to the Indians saying: "You have seen our 
towns crowded with drunken savages; our streets flowing with blood; their 
arms and clothing bartered for the liquor that destroys them; and their miser- 
able women and children enduring all the extremities of cold and hunger; 
whole villages have been swept away. A miserable remnant is all that remains 
to mark the situation of many warlike tribes." 

The legislature enacted many general laws and provided for a thorough 
collection and revision of the same by a commission. This was done by John 
Rice Jones and John Johnson and the laws were printed in a bound volume, the 
paper for which mas brought on horseback from Georgetown, Kentucky. These 
laws were not very different from those already in force. Gambling, profane 
swearing, and Sabbath breaking were each punished by fine. 

During the continuance of the territory of Indiana, the expedition of Lewis 
and Clark to the far west was organized. This Clark was a brother of George 
Rogers Clarlc. This expedition extended and preserved our boundaries west- 
ward to the Pacific Ocean. 

Here ends the work of Colonel Rice on the manuscript for this history. 
"Man proposes, but God disposes," is an aphorism which has been fully exem- 
plified in the plans of the author of the foregoing pages of historical events. 
His aim and ambition were to leave to Peorians a work that would meet their 
wishes and approval and, at the same time, redound to his credit and come up 
to the .anticipations of his many friends. He had given the matter his earnest, 
sincere and careful attention, laying out a plan which would cover the subject 
truthfully and completely; but, the hand of death unexpectedly intervened and, 
while in the full flush of apparently good health, he was laid low and another 
was delegated to continue the program as mapped out by him and in accordance 
with his wishes. 



CHAPTER XI 

REMISISCENCES OF OLD SETTLERS 

The spirit of former times, and the hopes, desires, and ambitions of the old 
pioneers, the motives that caused them to move to a new country, the spirit 
that governed them in their social life and business, their trials, hardships and 
their pleasures, the d ieu l t i e s  they had to overcome and the methods they took 
to accomplish this and illakeshifts they were compelled to resort to, their modes 
of entertainment and the happy spirit they preserved with it all are best shown 
by permitting them to tell their own story in their own way. Therefore, a 
number of reminiscences and recollections of the old settlers themselves, ex- 
pressed in their own words as nearly as practicable are embodied in this history. 
Nothing else could give us such a vivid picture of those early days or could it 
make it so attractive. In reading these reminiscences, we know we are getting 
a description of the situation at first hands, and, if in some cases, their views 
were different from ours, it indicates the progress of civilization and develop- 
ment, for better or worse, as the case may be. 

These early reminiscences will give the origin of many of the families now 
living in Peoria and will be dotlbly interesting to their descendants because 
given in the language of the actors in that stirring time. 

Considerable effort has been made to secure as many of these reminiscences 
as possible and malie them as full as the lapse of time will permit. 

The first one presented will be that of Mrs. Julia M. Ballance who came to 
Peoria in 1835 and became the wife of Charles Ballance who wrote one of the 
first histories of Peoria. 

?\/Irs. Ballance at the time these recollections were penned was an old lady 
hut her remeinbrance of persons and events was remarkably full and clear. 
The reminiscences here given were written at the request of the Herald-Trans- 
script, and printed in that paper in 1899, but one year before her death. 

REMINISCENCES OF JULIA M. BALLANCE 

I My father's second wife was a Presbyterian, unused to slave labor and with 

/ 110 faculty for controlling them. Naturally she disliked the blacks, a feeling 
I they were all too ready to reciprocate, and when Rev. Isaac Kellar, who was 

married to my father's sister, moved to Illinois and wrote back glowing accounts I of the promise of the new country my step-mother added her entreaty to his 
that we should break up our home in Maryland and join the Kellar's in Peoria. 
One line of argument had great weight with my father. He had four sons 
rapidly approaching n~anhood, his farm was not large enough to settle them all 
with the corresponding negro hands, other good farm land in the neighborhood 
was scarce as well as high in price, and there seemed no better way to provide 
for all these boys than to seek a new country. Accordingly in 1835, after the 
crops were all gathered, he closed up his business, sold or rented his slaves 

I and started for the land of promise. 

1 JOURNEY TO A NEW COUNTRY 

( The journey of course had to be made overland and for that purpose he 
! provided a large covered wagon drawn by four and sometimes five horses for 
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the accommodation of my brothers, John, David, Washington and Henry, my 
sisters, Susan and Amanda and myself; another wagon drawn by two horses 
in which clothing, camp equipage and food were carried; and a covered carriage 
for  father, his wife and two little children. Our horses were large, strong ani- 
mals, our wagons provided with every comfort and convenience, experience or 
ingenuity could suggest, and one beautiful sunny day in October we started on 
our journey. I t  must have been hard for  the older people to leave all that was 
dear to them by association or recollection, but the young looked forward rather 
than back and in the excitement of that first day's travel my brothers and I 
drew beautiful fancy pictures of the life that was before us. 

So far as I can recollect our journey through Maryland and Pennsylvania 
was uneventful. The road was perfect, the weather fine, and we easily made 
a drive of twenty-five miles per day. As a rule there was no difficulty in obtain- 
ing accommodations at a hotel or farmhouse, but if these failed we young 
people thought it no hardship to spend the night in the wagons. Bedding was 
abundant, and we were exceedingly comfortable. Father was particular about 
the observance of the Sabbath, and we always laid by from Saturday till Mon- 
day morning, but these stops must have been at unimportant points, for I remem- 
ber none till we reached Wheeling, Virginia. Here we remained for two or 
three days to readjust the loads of goods, the heavy and bulky articles being 
separated from the others and shipped by water down the Ohio and up the 
Illinois river to Peoria. This we accomplished through Mr. John R. Forsyth, 
a commission merchant in Wheeling, who took charge of and shipped them to 
the care of Andrew Gray, a commission man in Peoria, and our only knowledge 
of the shipment for many long weeks was through this latter gentleman, who 
was finally notified when they were transferred to another boat a t  St. Louis. 
I t  may be mentioned in passing that Mr. Forsyth was the father of Henry 
Forsyth, for a number of years clerk of our county court, and the grandfather 
of Mrs. C. R. Warner. H e  removed to Peoria soon after we did, and formed 
a partnership with Mr. Gray, whom all old citizens will remember and who 
is still represented in our midst by his daughter, Mrs. John McDougal and her 
sons. Both of these gentlemen were from the north of Ireland and were fine 
specimens of that eloquent and courtly race. There was much to interest us 
in Wheeling, but unfortunately we had all been made more or less ill by eating 
pawpalvs gathered by the wayside and were unable to avail ourselves of half 
our opportunities. One thing, however, we felt that all must see and that was 
the steamer Algonquin, on which our goods were being stored. The Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal was in operation and the older members of the family had in- 
spected the boats on the canal and considered them a triumph of luxury, but 
not even my father had seen anything so fine as a steamboat and to all of us 
it seemed a floating palace. The boys were especially excited and could not 
sufficiently admire its various parts from the wheel in the pilot house to the 
conveniences for storing freight in the hold. 

Another curiosity and delight was the glass factory still in its infancy but 
quite sufficiently developed to draw crowds of interested observers. I remained 
a t  the hotel, too unwell to  undertake such an expedition, but grew quite familiar 
with its wonders a t  second-hand in the long days that followed. 

On Monday we were all feeling much better and with our load of goods 
greatly lightened, took up our journey across Ohio, still keeping to the National 
road. Various schemes for facilitating travel were being urged but Illinois knew 
of these things only by distant rumor. On the whole the greatest civilizer of 
this and neighboring states was the National Road,* of which such frequent 

*This  National Road at the time it was built was probably as important to the people 
as the Union Pacific was at the time it was built and it cost the general government in 
proportion to its means as inuch as the Transcontinental Railroad. I t  was built by Con- 
gress under desires to provide for the mail service and was operated as a mail route, very 
important in that particular and very important to bind the nation. together by union of inter- 
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ant1 grateful mention is made by early settlers. Starting from Cumberland it 
was finished as.far  as Wheeling in 1820 at a cost of $17,ooo,ooo, but was subse- 
quently extended across Ohio and Indiana. In  the language of Professor 
Andrews, "It was thirty-five feet wide thoroughly macadamized, and had no 
grade above five degrees." As it was kept in repair for the sake of the govern- 
ment mail it can easily be imagined what a boon it must have been to immigrants 
with their heavy wagons and helpless families. The first stop that I remember 
was a t  Zanesville, which was considered a flourishing town, and for some 
reason had an especial attraction for us, but I cannot remember why. Columbus 
also met ~vith our approval, but we drove briskly through it till we reached some 
shade trees, where we rested and ate luncheon. W e  especially commended the 
apples which were very fine and abundant. 

At  this point my father decided to go by \\ray of Dayton, so we left the 
National road and drove through mud and slush for half a day to reach it. I 

am not sure whether it was by appointment or accident, but a t  Dayton we  met 
a family of the name of Wpnderlich, the father of whom was an uncle of my 

communications. I t  is probable that railroads by facilitating intercourse a s  we!l as commerce 
between different neighborhoods and states are not only among the greatest clrlllzers by en- 
abling each portion of the country to  learn the best things from other parts but it enables the 
people to become acquainted with each other. 

"East of Alton was  the town of Vandalia, where ended the unfinished National Pike. 
The construction of that  famous highway was begun a t  Cumberland, Maryland, in 1811; but 
so slowly did the work progress that six years passed before the first m?il-coach rolled over 
it and entered Wheeling. Two years later Congress decided to contlnue the road from 
Wheeling to some point on the Mississippi between St .  Louis and the mouth of the Illinois 
River, and appropriated ten thousand dollars for prelilninarjr surveys. But five years elapsed 
before a dollar was provided for building the road, ai?d ground was broken at St. Clairs- 
ville, a little town in Ohio, a few miles west of ~ 'hee l ing .  Columbus was reached by 1830, 
and when the last appropriation was made, in 1838, the road was finished as  far as  Spring- 
field, and graded, bridged, and partially con~pleted to Vandalia. 

"In Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, the Cumberland Road wouild and twisted 
through the mountains. But once across the Ohio the route was to be as  stralght as pos- 
sible from Wheeling to the Mississippi, regardless of towns along the way. Against this 
the General Assembly of Illinois protested, and asked that  the road should join the capital 
cities of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. When therefore. the first appropriation for construc- 
tion was made it was ordered that the great highway should pass through Columbus, In- 
dianapolis, and Vandalia, then the capital of Illinois. Straightness, however, was not de- 
parted from, and the road was built with little regard for topography. Hills were cut 
through. lowlands were crossed on high embankments, and streams, large and small, were 
spanned by massive stone bridges, the like of which cannot be found on any other road in 
'all our land. 

"To keep sucll a highway, eighty feet wide, in repair was so costly a matter that Congress 
ordered gates put up and tolls collected at regular intervals. This, in the opinion of Monroe, 
was going too fa r ;  it was assuming jurisdiction over the land on which the road was built; 
and the bill came back with his veto and a long dissertation on the intent and meaning of 
the Constitution. Thereupon Congress repaired the road so far as  built and turned it 
over to  the States through which it passed to be by them kept in repair forever. As new 
portions were constructed they, too, passed to  the care of the States, which a t  once put up 
toll-gates. 

" S o  highway was more travelled, more crowded, more interesting. Over it each day 
went thousands of mail-coaches. passenger-coaches, freighters. Along its route had sprung 
up hundreds \of taverns, beneath whose roofs the travellers lodged, and hundreds of wagon 
houses, where ~nter ta inment  was provided for the teamsters and their beasts. Before the 
doors of such taverns as  went back to the early days of the road, might still be seen the 
old-fashioned sign whereon was rudely painted the Green Tree, the Golden Lamb, the White 
Horse. the Golden Swan, o r  the Indian Queen, by which the house was known. Those of 
a later date had verandas and bore on their signs the names of their owners. Only the 
newest were called American House, United States Hotel, National House, o r  Buckeye Hotel. 

"On the outskirts of the towns and villages and a t  short distances along the road were 
the wagon houses, plain frame buildings with great yards, long watering troughs and huge 
barns, in many of which a hundred horses might rest. None but teamsters found. enter- 
tainment a t  such places, and a t  any of them af ter  nightfall a group of wagoners mlght be 
seen gathered at the har o r  seated around the huge fireplace, and sleeplng on the floor in 
winter o r  In the great yard in summer. 

"From each important town along the route stage lines rari out north and south."- 
JPr114aster.. 



62 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

step-mother. This man was the grandfather of Mrs. Calvin Schnebly, of 
Richwoods, and her mother was a young girl at the time and assisted in enter- 
taining us. We remained two or three days with these kind friends, resting 
and preparing for the worst part of the journey. 

I remember little of Indianapolis, except from there on the road was very 
bad, and we seemed a long, long ways from home. The turnpike existed only 
in spots from this time, and we would sometime jolt for hours over a corduroy 
road formed of trees roughly cut and dropped carelessly into the oozy soil. 
The prairies were uncultivated, and while the grass waved above the heads of 
the horses the wagon wheel would suddenly sink to the hubs in an unsuspected 
slough. This meant long delay. With a groan the boys would clamber from 
their seats, double up teams, perhaps have to pry the wheels out of the mud, 
and then repeat the process with the vehicles in the rear. Sometimes such 
experiences would occur several times in a day, and wei-e fiery trials to patience 
and temper as well as weary bodies. Now and then we would overtake movers 
with oxen, and as it was a law of the road that each should help the other 
these were often of great assistance to our lighter loads. The first question of 
all such was: "Where are you going stranger?" and the almost invariable reply: 

' 

"To Logansport, Injianny." "Don't they have ague there?" we would ask, and 
the reply was: "Oh yes, son~etimes." In fact malaria was the rule throughout 
the state. In many houses where we stopped there was not a single well person 
to wait upon the sick, and all the settlers looked bleached and sallow. Still all 
were cheerful under the affliction and looked for better times in the spring- 
not one was preparing to give it up and return east. 1 

As we left the well settled portions of the country behind, we became more 
dependent upon ourselves in the matter of food. We had brought with us a 
liberal supply of potatoes, coffee, tea and dried fruit, nuts of various kinds 
abounded in the woods and apples might generally be had for the asking; eggs, 
milk and butter were found at every farm house, and fish in every stream; but 
the great annoyance was the difficulty of obtaining bread. Public bakers were 
scarce and I recall one town where hut a single loaf could be obtained. With 
so large a family, this became a serious matter and at length my step-mother, 
with the energy that distinguished her, took the matter in hand. Wherever we 
might chance to camp at night, by the roadside or in the bleakest prairies, she 
would set her bread to rise and then in the dim morning hours finish her baking 
before the early drive began. The only utensil for this purpose was a large, 
round iron pot or pan, with feet and a right cover, called a "Dutch oven," which. 
was heated by heaping coals beneath it and spreading a layer on the lid. In 
the light of our present conveniences this appears a slow and troublesome proc- 
ess, but after all these years it still seems to me that no cakes or bread or biscuit 
were ever so sweet or so well baked as those turned out of that old "Dutch oven." 

The ride through Indiana was dreary in the extreme; we had seen no one 
we knew anything about for days and when we reached Terre Haute and were 
invited to dine with a Mr. Stoll whom father had lrnown as a boy the invitation 
was eagerly accepted. This gentleman was soon after appointed territorial 
governor of Iowa and of course left the country, but I still think of Terre 
Haute tenderly for the sake of the dinner he gave us. 

Richmond is also pleasantly remembered ; the people were kind and hospitable 
and we laid in a bountiful supply of provisions to last us through the wilderness 
\vl~ich stretched before us. 

-4t another town in Indiana we had to lie by on account of the sickness of 
a favorite mare named Dolly. I had never seen an animal doctored by filling 
a bottle with medicine and forcibly pouring the dose down its throat and it 
seemed very cruel, but in this case, at least, it was efficacious and the next day 
Dolly was able to travel. 

When we reached the Wabash the difficulties of the journey were greatly 
increased. Hitherto we had crossed all streams by means of bridges, but here 
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there was only a rope ferry boat and when we drove on board all felt as if we 
were taking our lives in our hands. For a long distance beyond this ferry we 
drove through dark and forbidding woods and when a t  length we were called 
upon to camp in their shadows we were all much depressed. To  make the 
situation more unpleasant we entirely lost our beloved National road from this 
time. I t  had been surveyed and partly graded in Illinois, but not a foot macad- 
amized beyond the state line. For some reason our route lay midway between 
Decatur and Springfield, and we passed no town in the state of sufficient im- 
portance to vary the ~nonotony. 

Paris, our first stopping place, was not calculated to rouse our courage. The 
I ague was widespread and there was not an able bodied person in the town. As 

a consecluence provisions were scarce and we went on our way with many 
forebodings. 

The next day to our great surprise we met three cousins of father's who 
had been through Iowa and Illinois buying land and were returning to Maryland. 

I 
Two of these gentlemen had made the entire journey on horseback, while the 
tl~ird, who was lame, had driven in a buggy. We were much delighted to see 

i them, though our greetings were exchanged in the middle of a big prairie and 
the visit lasted less than an hour. Their account of what they had seen did much 
to encourage our party and we went on in far better spirits. 

Geyond Waynesville we had in a small way a really serious trouble, though 
it seems insignificant enough in the retrospect-we lost our mush pot! Every 
old housekeeper will remember the value attached in the days before porcelain- 
lined and galvanized ware were invented, to any iron vessel that was perfectly 
smooth and warranted not to discolor the most delicate food. Such a one was 
our mush pot and valuable as it was under any circumstances, it was doubly 
so in the present crisis. Jt had been tied throughout the journey to the wagon 
pole and came loosened and rolled away. My step-mother felt ruined so far 
as good coolcing was concerned and would have driven back in search of her 
treasure if my father had not discouraged the attempt. 

) 
Coming through Indiat~a we became acquainted with a family by the name 

of Eoone, and as they were traveling to the same section of the country we 
were often thrown together. The party consisted of the old gentleman, his 
wife, who weighed over two hundred pounds, and six grown daughters, and a 
married son with his wife and two children. Each family had what was called 
a "Jersey" wagon and a pair of little horses to take them from their distant 
home in the eastern part of Pennsylvania to central Illinois. Although pleasant 
acquaintances they became a great drawback to traveling. Their horses were 

I quite unequal to the load they had to draw and several times a day our teams 
would be unhitched to drag them out of the mud. Finally one of the young 

1 ladies was taken sick, and as the family was unable to travel in consequence, 
our boys hastened on, much pleased to think we were rid of them. But their 
joy was short lived, for by means of early rising our friends soon overtook 
us and we continued to help them out of the mud till we reached Mackinaw. 
Here they remained for a couple of weeks, but eventually came to Peoria to 
spend the winter. Wliss Susan Eoone afterwards married Dr. Maus, of i\!lack- 
inaw, and they moved to Pekin. Hopkins Boone, the son. and his family went 
to Joliet, where they had relatives, and I lost sight of them. 

Another family we met in traveling was that of Major Walker. They left 
1 us to go to Springfield, but eventually settled in Lewistown. 

A disease as much dreaded by immigrants as ague was the "milk sickness," 
which we heard of in Illinois. I t  was said to come from a weed the cattle ate, 
which poisoned the milk, and was thereby communicated to human beings. Our 
first knowledge of Pekin was through a report that milk sickness was especially 
prevalent there, though indeed every new place was suspected of the same con- 
tamination. 

From hfackina~v we struck across the country, expecting to come through 
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Tremont, but accidentally took the wrong road and passed down Deacon street 
instead, and soon came to the bluffs overlooking Peoria. I t  was a beautiful 
afternoon, and as the sunlight gilded the tops of the trees and played hide-and- 
seek among the shadows, the panorama that stretched before us was most at- 
tractive. The hardships of the long weary way over which we had passed 
were forgotten as we looked at the glistening river and the village so pictur- 
escluely hidden by the surrounding bluffs. Even the horses seemed to feel that 
rest was near and cantered briskly down the long slope that led to the ferry, 
which plied at the foot of Bridge street, and over which we must pass before 
reaching our destination. By the time we got to Main and Water streets dark- 
ness had set in, and strangers as we were it was impossible to find accommoda- 
tions for so large a party. At length an old man by the name of Hardesty, who 

, 

lived in a little house where the Colburn & Birks' building now stands, offered 
to shelter my father and mother. H e  had but one room to offer, and even that 
had no bedstead, but we sent over our own bedding and made a bed upon the 
floor. This would not have been considered a privation by persons who had 
lived as we had through the last six weeks of our journey, but unfortunately 
a terrific storm of rain and wind came up in the night, the rain drifted under I 
the outer door and ran in streams to the bed, which was thoroughly soaked, 
and the occupants driven to chairs and tables for protection. Those of us who 
had slept in the wagons were dry and warm but much frightened, and altogether 
our first night in Peoria was not a happy one. Nor can it be wondered a t ;  
but it is rather a surprise that any of us lived through the hardships of the 
first season, to tell the truth. The girls especially had been delicately reared, 
and had never done a stroke of work unless for their own pleasure. Servants 
hatl always been plentiful to attend to their slightest wish, and the transition 
from a life of ease to the labor and deprivations of pioneer life was enough to 
appal the stoutest heart. 

The Rev. Isaac Kellar, who was married to my father's sister and had lived 
near us in Maryland, moved to Peoria in the spring of 1835 and it was a t  his 
solicitation that we determined to make our new home in the same place. After 

1 

a few months' residence in town Uncle Kellar had purchased a farm about five ) 
miles in the country which included what is now Kellar Station on the Rock 
Island & Peoria Railroad. Here he hastily put up a house and moved his family 
into it, but so difficult was it to get workmen that when we arrived, November 
10, it was a shelter and no more. The walls and roof were up but the winter 
wind whistled between the unchinked logs and the only partitions upstairs were 
formed of strips of carpets or blankets. As there was not a house to be had 
and it was too late in the season to think of building we thankfully accepted 
the offer of a share in this unfinished house and seven Kellars and eleven I 

Schneblys clustered together as best they could under one roof. All hands 
immediately set to work to make the place more comfortable. Such apology 
for carpenters as could be obtained were put to laying floors and making and 
hanging inside doors. and in the meanwhile big fires were kept burning day 
and night. As the newer family, we were able to add many comforts to the 
general store. There were too many of us to be lonely or low-spirited, and in 
spite of hardships, we were not unhappy. Mr. John Kellar had bought the 
farm adjoining his brother's, and gradually we came to know other neighbors, 
all of whom were most kind. 

Nevertheless it was a dreadful winter. The intense cold set in on the 15th 
of November, 1835, a full month sooner than was anticipated, and found no 
one prepared for it. Provisions were scarce not only with us but in the stores, 

I 
Snow soon fell to a greater depth than had ever been known before and ren- 
dered the country roads well nigh impassable while it was fresh and entirely 

and the Illinois river, the only highway to the base of supplies, was frozen over. , 

I 
so when it turned to n ~ u d  and slush. At the new house it sifted through every 
crevice and it was no rarity to shake several inches of snow off our beds in i 





KEY T O  T H E  PICTURE OF PEORIA IN 1846. 

Tlze f ollo.~uing ~ l n m c d  placcs arc rcprcsc~tted as f o l l o ~ i ~ :  

a. The foot of Ferry Street and the ferry, since called Uridge Street and the 
bridge. 

3 Orin Hamlin's flour mill. 
c. The first court house. 
d. The first home of Charles Ballance. 
e. A. S. Cole's warehouse. Uetween Cole's warehouse and Callatlce's first home, 

in Water Street and in IJiberty Street, fully filling both of them, was 
Fort Clark at a former day. 

f .  Curtenius & Griswold's general store. 
g. Slough's, or Union Hotel. 
h. First two brick buildings erected in I'eoria. 
i. Cliitton House. 
j.  Asahel Hale's home. 
k. Detweiller's Hotel. 
1. Voris Eros.' general store. 
m. A. S. Cole's store in 1843. 
n. Farmers' Hotel. 
o. The notorious Whig flagstaff in 1814. 
p. The old court house. 
q. Old Hamilton Street Baptist Church, now the site of the county jail. 
r. The old Peoria House. 
s. John Rankin's flour mill. 
t. The residence of Isaac Underhill, for whom the picture was l>ainted, now the 

site of St. Francis Hospital. 
u. 
v. Orr  I% Schnebley's saw mill. 
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the morning which had settled upon us in the night. The situation was not 
helped by the lcnowledge that there was no lack of money to make us com- 
fortable but that this was a time when money was of little use. There were 
few mechanics of any kind in the state and if there had been many, there was 
a dearth of materials with which to work. Every foot of lumber for building 
purposes was obtained by cutting logs on the farm, hauling them to a saw mill 
on the Kickapoo where they were sawed on the shares, and then hauling them 
back. Teaming was a business for  which there was good demand, and as we 
had the best horses in the neighborhood our boys were often importuned to do 
something of the kind. On one occasion brother John and an assistant was em- 
ployed to take the boiler of a sunken steamboat to Chicago; for this job he 
received $100, which does not seem a munificent sum for the time and labor 
expended, but he was probably glad of the opportunity to see the country and 
satisfied to pay expenses. On his return he brought a load of lumber, which 
was coilsidered an exceedingly bright thing to do. 

As the winter progressed provisions of all sorts became scarce and ex- 
pensive. Flour, I remember, was $12 per barrel, New Orleans molasses $1.25 

I per gallon, and butter unknown. The only thing our family had in plenty was 
coffee which we had brought with us and which seemed to be providentially 
multiplied till the spring. Flour gave out altogether and many of us were made 
sick by the constant use of corn-meal. At length we obtained a little wheat 
from a rieighbor but to be ground it had to be taken across the river to 
Cracker's Mi11 at the Narrows, the only flour mill in that section of the country, 
and so great was the pressure of business that our messenger had to wait three 

I days for his turn. When he returned with the beautiful white flour we wel- 
comed him with open arms. H e  also brought some middlings which we made 
into hattercakes, and though we had no proper griddle and had to bake the 

, cakes on the stove lid, after our long course of corn they seemed a great luxury. 
The necessity for provisions finally became so great that teams were sent 

to Beardstown where a steamer from St. Louis had been frozen in the ice, to 
bring up her supply of groceries by the wagon road. From this time we were 

+ not so badly off, though even when the river opened, boats were timid about 
coming so far. Citizens were much in the habit of betting as to the time when 
the river would open and this year heavy odds were offered that it would not 
be before January 3. Fortunately the thaw came on the third to the delight 
of people generally, though it made those who had lost wagers unhappy. 

Among Uncle Kellar's earliest acquaintances in Peoria was Mr. Charles 
Ballance who had come out from Kentucky in 1831, and, when the Kellars came 
in 1835, was already well known as a prosperous young lawyer, land agent and 
surveyor. He had purchased a house on the corner of Water and Liberty streets,i 

3 the site of old Fort Clark, and here his sister kept house for him. As any sort 
of shelter was hard to find, when the Kellar family arrived, he invited them 
to stop with him till they could get a house of their own. This hospitality they 
accepted for  two or three weeks and then rented a house belonging to Mr. 
Dakley on the corner of Hamilton and Adams streets, where they remained 
till they moved into the country as already described. When, therefore, father 
began to look for a farm, Uncle Kellar took him to see Mr. Ballance as one 
likely to know where such a one as he wanted could be found. I t  happened 

, that ,Mr. Ballance was in Vandalia a t  the time, but as soon as he returned he 

? T h e  picture "Peoria in 1831" shows this house of Mr. Ballance and also shows some 
of the old stubs of the burnt palisades. John F. Klng, a contractor of Peoria, in putting a 
sewer down on Liberty street cut through the fou?datjons of the bastion of this old fort. 
It stood so as  to  nearly obstruct Water  street and Llberty street if it had been still standing. 
The main part of the fort connected with the bastion extended down Liberty street and 
down Water street and included probably nearly all of the ground on which the po.wer plant 
of the Electric Light Company now stands. The Daughters of the American Revolution 
have put up a brass tablet on the corner of the power plant of the Electric Light Company 
to show the former location of Fort  Clark. 

Vol. 1-6 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

rode out to the Kellar farm, partly on business, partly to make a social call, 
Unfortunately in selecting land father was hampered by the idea that ground 
which did not produce big trees would not produce big corn,* and as the rich 
alluvial prairies which appear ready-made fo r  the plow had no charms for him 
and the wooded lands near the streams were generally taken up, this caused 
some delay. At length, however, a place was found that seemed to fill the 
requirements, and it happily belonged to a man who wished to sell. To  us 
its surroundings seemed primitive, but the owner, "Sammy" Elson, was one 
of those restless men who always flee at the approach of civilization and the 
bargain was soon made. The purchase included a small house, which after- 
wards became a part of the Schnebly homestead, and into it my brothers moved, 
taking sister Susan with them as housekeeper. 

As early as possible after coming to Peoria, Uncle Kellar had begun to 
preach in a frame building on Jackson between Adams and Washington streets. 
Here he would no doubt have done well, but unfortunately the discussion which 
resulted in new and old school Presbyterians was rife even in this distant place 
and had resulted in the formation of two Presbyterian churches where there 
was hardly room for one. O n  the aIst of December, 1834, Joshua Aiken, Moses 
Pettengill and Enoch Cross with the assistance of Rev. Flavel Bascom and Rev, 
Romulus Barnes had organized a church of eleven members with new school 
proclivities, and on the next day Samuel Lowry, a zealous Presbyterian from 
the north of Ireland, and Rev. John Birch had organized a second church with 
old school preferences. This latter organization included Samuel Lowry, Mrs. 
Andrew Gray, Mrs. Matthew Taggart, John Sutherland, Nelsoil Buck and others. 
All this occurred before I came to Peoria and had created not a little feeling, 
but in my first knowledge of the place both churches were leading a precarious 
existence, and Uncle Kellar was preaching for the so-called old school body. 
When my father came with his large family and a little later Mrs. Lindsay with 
hers and identified themselves with this latter church, it seemed established on 
a firm basis. And so it might have been but for enemies within the fold, who 
were far  more destructive than those without. The real cause of the trouble 
which resulted in dismemberment does not appear on the records but in the 
language of a contemporary arose from "a strong disposition on the part of Mr. 
Lowry to rule whatever he was concerned with and an equally strong disposition 
on the part of Mr. Kellar not to be ruled." Be that as it may, it was said at 
the time that Mr. Lowry had taken the deed to the church lot in his own name, 
and that he subsequently sold the lot, took the money and went away never to 
return. To  straighten the matter out the synod sent a commission to investigate 
the matter and this coinmission dissolved the church which Mr. Lowry claimed 
to have organized and established another in its ruins, of which Mr. Kellar was 
elected pastor, and such he continued to be for several years. 

Miss Kate Kellar and I ,  being the young ladies of the family, usually ac- 
companied him to church. As soon as possible father purchased a carriage for 
the use of the family, but during the first winter our only mode of traveling 
was on horseback. I remember that Cousin Kate and I had cloaks alike, made 
very full, wadded and lined and pleated into a yoke. As we rode along these 

* M r .  Schnebly seems to have preferred timber land to  the prairie because he thought 
it was more fertile. Mr. George Poage Rice, the father of the editor, came to Illinois first 
in 1834 and was in Peoria. H e  went west and settled in Moninouth. I-Iis idea was that the 
prairie land was the best farm land but that farms could not get along without timber to 
build houses, make fences and for fuel. He  took up his farm land il! the edge of the prairie 
adjoining the timber and spent all the money he could spare in buying timber land amongst 
the breaks thinking that he was getting the key of the situation. Some money he had to in- 
vest for his sister, he put all in timber land and also when his nephew wished to come and 
open a farm he sold forty acres of the timber and took up as good farm land a s  there is 
in Illinois with the money. One could sell forty acres of that farm land a day without im- 
provements for enough to buy a section of timber land, even with the timber standing on it 
a s  good as it was in those days. 
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cloaks would fill with wind like a balloon and must have presented a funny 
appearance if there had been any spectators on that lonely road. Both Mrs. 
Gray and Mrs. Lowry were very kind to us and often asked us to spend a day 
or two at a time with them. On one of these occasions we were invited to a 
dance given somewhere on Main street, but as neither of us knew how to dance 
and would have been thought dreadfully wicked if we had, the party was not 
a success as  far as  we were concerned. 

As we had come from a country where snow was plenty, sleighing was one 
of our chief amusements. We had only a home-made jumper, it is true, and in 
going up and down the hills had to cling to each other to prevent falling off, 
but youth and high spirits atoned for all shortcomings and we enjoyed it. On 
one occasion we took the "jumper" and went by invitation to spend the evening 
at John Clifton's. There was but a single room when we arrived, and the only 
light came from a huge log fire about which the family was gathered. After 
a while with some difficulty they rigged up a witch's lamp--a piece of rag drawn 
through a potato and set in a saucer of oil-and that furnished the balance of 
the illumination. W e  were made most welcome, however, and before our de- 
parture the lady of the house passed around a dish of raw turnips-the only 
refreshments she had. I t  was most kindly meant, but we were too recently 
from the land of apples not to be struck with the fun of it, though our own 
entertainments were little less primitive, being confined to hickory nuts or 
parched corn, to which the children sometimes added potatoes roasted in the hot 
ashes. I t  was years before we had any fruit of our own raising. 

For many reasons the family reading took a narrow range that season. Two 
weekly papers, the Philadelphia Presbyterian for religious items, and the Hag- 
erstown Torchlight for  news of our old neighbors, had been ordered to our new 
home, and were carefully read. In additior we had our choice of the Bible, a 
voluminous Concordance, Josephus, a treatise on the Whole Duty of Woman, 
Grimshaw's History of the United States, Lives of Washington, Calvin, Frank- 
lin, Marion, Patrick Henry, and for light reading Scottish Chiefs, Charlotte 
Temple and the Children of the Abbey. How these latter managed to creep 
into such dignified company I cannot remember, but I,  at  least, read them with 
avidity, and was thereby beguiled of many weary hours. A little later, through 
the kindness of a friend, I had access to all of Cooper's novels, then just coming 
into vogue, and had a new world opened up to me even though the noble red men, 
as there portrayed, had no resemblance to the specimens with which we oc- 
casionally came in contact. 

The winter of 1835-6 dragged its slow length along, as has been said. 
In February my stepmother presented us with a tiny addition to the family, 
and notwithstanding many discomforts inseparable with our crowded quarters, 
as well as the newness of the country, mother and baby both throve well. A 
few weeks later R4r. Ballance and I were married, Uncle Kellar being the 
officiating clergyman. My gown was of white jaconet, the material for which 
I had providentially brought from Maryland, and my one brid'esmaid was Miss 
Amelia Boone, one of the family who traveled with us in our journey through 
Indiana. There were but two carriages in the town, and one of these Mr. 
Ballance hired for the wedding, but owing to the darkness of the night and 
the miserable condition of the roads it was thought best to defer the drive into 
town till morning. Our hornecoming was naturally an event of some importance 
in the little town, and Miss Prudence Ballance had issued iilvitations for a party 
in our honor. I t  proved to be a large gathering and an elegant one for the 
times, but after all these years I can recall no one who was there but the 
Grays, Lowrys, Taggarts, Vorises, Picketts and Boones.* The house where 
I began my married life and where my three older children were born was on 

*This Miss Amelia Boone was a cousin of the author's mother and was a relative of 
the pioneer hunter, Daniel Boone of Kentucky. Their family settled at an early day in 
Pennsylvania, fifty or sixty miles north of Philadelphia. 



68 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

the lower side of Water street at the foot of Liberty street, and was considered 
a superior one for the times. I t  was near the site of old Fort Clark, which 
was built in 1813, and which burned in 1819. The fort had been made of logs, 
standing on end and the charred remains of these were sometimes found about 
our garden as long as we remained there. One was in such a state of preserva- 
tion that we used it years as a hitching post until its age and history made it 
too valuable for that purpose and when we moved away a man by the name 
of Drown sawed it into walking sticks which he readily sold for 50 cents apiece. 
The corner on the south of us had been a powder magazine, but nothing re- 
mained of it but a few stones and the hole where the powder had been stored. 
Below this and a little nearer the river-there was not a street laid out south 
of this till you reach the ferry, now Bridge street-was the old Court House.* 

In the rear, the house was generally sixty or seventy feet from the river, 
but in the spring it often happened that the water came up to our back steps, 
and it was not unusual at such times to attach a fishing rod to the back door to 
catch a fish for the next meal. The front yard was quite barren when I came 
to the house, but the next year we had it fenced in and wandering pigs fenced 
out, so that I soon had a garden, gay with all colors of old-fashioned flowers. 

After we left this house for a larger one on South Adams street it was 
rented to various tenants, but rapidly went to decay and the site is now so 
changed by business houses and railroad tracks that even I find it difficult to 
identify. 

#Most of those who had been invited to my wedding reception were strangers 
to me, but R4rs. Andrew Gray seemed like an old friend. She and her husband 
were warm hearted Irish people, and had been kind to me from my first arrival. 
Indeed, to the extent of their means, they kept open house to all comers. 
Among their frequent guests were William, generally called "Billy" Mitchell, 
and two young ladies, Margaret and Louisa Heaton, who lived near where 
Jubilee now stands. Mr. Mitchell was a young Englishman and at that time 
and for years afterwards was clerk of the county court. Whether Mrs. Gray 
had any hand in making the match I do not know, but these young people met 
often at her house and the day before we were married Uncle Kellar was called 
upon to perform the same services for Mr. Mitchell and Louisa Heaton. After 
his marriage, Mr. Mitchell took his bride to live in the house on the bluff now 
occupied by .Mrs. Thomas Hurd and her daughter, Mrs. Hotchkiss, and soon 
after he was joined by his mother and a sister who eventually became Mrs. 
James Crawley. 

Of the Lowrys I have spoken before. They were staunch Presbyterians 
and according to their ideas of things good people, but Mr. Lowry was a man 
of .determined will and strong prejudices, and it was impossible for him to see 
any good in a scheme which ran counter to his preconceived ideas. Mr. Bal- 
lance was fond of quoting Hudibras with reference to him where he described 
the English Presbyterians : 

"Who never kneel but to their God to pray, 
Nor even then, unless in their own way." 

H e  was a prominent citizen for a few years, but became involved in the 
church quarrel before alluded to and left the place. 

Mr. Taggart was another Irishman; his wife was a sister of Mrs. Lowry, 
and a most excellent kindly woman. They had two daughters, Jane and Mary, 
the latter of whom was not fully grown a t  this time, but some years after mar- 
ried Mr. Dalmain, an artist. In the first Peoria directory issued in 1844 Mr. 
Taggart would seem to have no business, but the word "gentleman" is opposite 
his name. On the same page appears the business card of Jane Amanda Tag- 

* This old courthouse is shown on the picture "Peoria in 1831." 
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gart's Select School, wherein is taught "Philosophy, History, Arithmetic, Geog- 
raphy, Grammar, Reading and Spelling. Terms, $2.50 per quarter." 

Mr. Ballance came from Kentucky to Peoria in 1831 and soon afterward 
induced his friends, the Vorises to join him here. The family consisted of Mr. 
and Mrs. Francis Voris, two younger brothers, Abram and Sam, a sister, 
Hortensia, and Miss Sarah Congleton. The brothers kept a general store, 
which developed into a forwarding and commission business. They also went 
into the packing of pork in winter, which they would pack in flat boats and when 
the river opened in the spring send it down the river where there was always a 
ready market for provisions. Their store was located on Water street for 
years and their various interests furnished employment for a number of young 
men. Miss Hortensia Voris married Dr. Hogan, a practicing physician, but in 
a year or two they moved to Texas and I lost sight of them. Mr. Abram Voris 
went down the river as supercargo of a line of flat-boats, and while in the 
neighborhood of Natchez took the cholera and died. A year or two later Mr. 
Samuel Voris married Miss Congleton and for more than a quarter of a century 
the two brothers, Francis and Samuel, with their families, lived together in 
the homestead in perfect accord. As children grew to maturity and were mar- 
ried, additions would be made to tlie original house, but so long as the first 
couples remained there was no thought of separation. As time went on they 
prospered and for years were considered among the wealthiest as well a s  the 
most hospitable people in. the county. The house or rather the collection of 
houses that sheltered so many was near the corner of Adams and Oak street, 
but has so fallen into decay that it is no longer habitable. The beautiful lawn 
is entirely destroyed. The garden that was the pet and pride of the neighbor- 
hood had not left even a trace, and the fine old trees are all dead and gone. 
I t  is a n~elancholy spectacle and one that I would gladly forget. 

As I came from a southern state and belonged to a family of slave owners, 
my sympathies were naturally opposed to everything savoring of abolitionism. 
In these days when the Christian world is unanimously convinced of the iniquity 
of slavery, it is difficult to realize the intensity of feeling fifty years ago (A.D. 
1846) for and against the institution. As years went by sympathy on either 
side developed into hatred, families were divided and the solid south was 
arrayed against the solid north, but in New England was to hold him up  to 
approbrium and he must be singularly brave and conscientious who would avow 
his belief in the hated doctrines. 

Whatever elements might have entered in to divide that most conservative 
of bodies, the Presbyterian church, it is certain that the crowning trouble was 
the difference of opinion on the subject of slavery. The north saw but one 
side, and believing that it was wrong felt that it must be pulled up, root and 
branch ; that it must be done at once regardless of consequences, and the results 
he left to God. Many in the south on the contrary believed it to be a divine 
institution, sanctioned by Scripture and the usages of antiquity; others of Africa 
in touch with the civilizing influences of the whites, and all felt that right or 
wrong, the blacks were here and to set them free was to involve the country in 
far greater troubles than could possibly arise from continuing them in slavery. 

I t  would seem that whatever the moral aspect of the question it need not 
have affected any relations in the center of a free state like Illinois, but beliefs 
are not bound by geographical lines and the old school Presbyterian church with 
its supersensitiveness on the slave question and the new school, the offspring of 
Puritan parents, were the results. 

I do not undertake to give a history of this new school of Main street 
church, as it was called, but I remember many of the people connected with it. 
The leaders were Joshua Aiken, hXoses Pettengill and Dr. Cross, but William 
A. Nurse, Robert E. Little, Dr. Castle, the Burlingame brothers, a man by the 
name of Tarleton and Mrs. Jeffries did much to make it a success. 

One of the first pastors was Rev. William T. Allen, who was noted for  his 
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anti-slavery proclivities, and wrote after his signature, "Preacher of righteous- 
ness," as descriptive of his calling. Joshua Aiken, who is now remembered 
principally as a relative of the late -Mark Aiken, lived at Cottonwood, the farm 
afterwards bought and improved by the late S. S. Clark. He owned a small 
flouring mill on the Kickapoo about three miles south of town, which was cap- 
able of turning out fifty barrels of flour per day. H e  afterwards added a saw 
mill to it and ran both together till on one of its periodical floods the creek 
carried the whole plant away so successfully that not a suggestion of it can now 
be found. It  must have been a serious disappointment to those concerned, as 
the vicinity had been staked off into lots and a considerable amount of business 
done in the way of selling building spots in the tbwn which was called Peoria 
Mills. 

Moses Pettengill was one of the earliest merchants of the place and as he 
was a careful business man whatever he undertook was a success. Although 
stern, he was very pious and exceedingly conscientious. He was an avowed 
abolitionist and it was said that he was connected with the so-called underground 
railroad and gave protection to slaves who fled across the border. I t  was even 
told with honor that Mrs. Pettengill had entertained colored women in her 
parlor and the tale produced a large sized scandal. I am not sure that the 
story is true, but feel that if either of these good people had felt it their 
duty to entertain the lowest of the black race they would not have hesitated 
a moment to do it. 

Another prominent member of the new school church was Amos Stevens. 
He was an educated man and opened a school when he first came to Peoria, 
but left it in a year or two and went to Baton Rouge. Here he made the ac- 
quaintance of a family by the name of Silliman, who, perhaps. through his 
influence, spent several summers in Peoria and built the houses occupied by 
Singer 8: Wheeler on Water street. After being away two or three years Mr. 
Stevens returned and soon after married a Miss Morrow, who was a teacher 
and a sister of Mrs. Rufus Burlingame. 

Enos Cross belonged to the same organization. H e  was a practicing physician 
of some ability and a brother-in-law of Mrs. Pettengill. 

All of these had the reputation of being very serious men and as far removed 
as possible from any hilarity. On one occasion the congregation undertook to 
give a church social and Jim Alexander, who was considered the wit of the 
town, was invited to attend. He remained but a short time and gave as a reason 
that there was no one there but Moses and Aaron and Enoch, and it was too 
near the flood for him. 

Mr. Nurse was the first man to introduce fanning mills into central Illinois, 
and furnished the nucleus that finally developed into the Proctor business. In 
his advertisements he proudly announced that for wheat fans he made cross 
wove riddles. 

A valuable member of this church was Mrs. Jeffries, grandmother of Mrs. 
Edward Gale. She was a widow with a large family of daughters, and a 
devoted church worker. The young ladies were noted as capable, industrious 
women, and as they came to maturity were married, three of them as I remember 
becoming the wives of Theodore Adams, John Bolton and Alexander Allison. 

Like all new settlements Peoria had its share of eccentric people. One of 
them was John G. Bryson. When he first came to the country he taught school 
in Richwoods townsl~ip and was very acceptable in that capacity till Jack Hines 
started the story that he was in the habit of correcting his pupils by hitting 
them over the head with stove wood. After that he clerked first for Aquilla 
Wren and then for the Voris Brothers, and finally had a dry goods store of 
his own on Main street. This he ran in a slow old-fashioned way till more 
progressive men monopolized the business. Those who knew him in later years 
as an eccentric, taciturn recluse, will be surprised to hear that he was once 
engaged to be married, a t  which time Mr. Voris said he walked so much around 
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a certain tree, meditating on his beloved that the grass refused ever after to 
grow on the spot. H e  was a great man to argue and whatever the question, 
he might safely be counted on the contrary side. 

Early settlers will have no difficulty in recalling an old Pole named Klopiski, 
who kept a sort of restaurant for many years on Main street. The boys dubbed 

i him "Old Pork and Beans" and on ordinary occasions he was rather addicted 
to soiled linen and old slippers run down a t  the heels, but when dressed he 
was a noble looking man and every inch a cultivated gentleman. H e  came to 
America during the troublous times of Poland and professed to have been a 
nobleman and a military leader. H e  was very fond of chess and Mr. Ballance 
used sometimes to invite him to the house that they might have a game together. 
Very often the game would be forgotten and the old gentleman would talk for 
hours of outrages practiced upon his native country. As I look back I think 
we did not appreciate him as we should, and if he was still alive believe the ' present generation would be disposed to make a hero of him. 

One of the most conspicuous if not as he thought the greatest man of the 
/ day was H. W. Cleveland. Where he came from or what his previous history 

might have been I do not know, but he suddenly appeared among us in several 

/ unexpected roles. Somebody had taken it upon himself to raise a company 
of militia, though in a spirit of bragadocio they paid it the compliment of call- 

I ing it a regiment. Cleveland was a candidate for colonel, and, owing to the 
unpopularity of the other aspirants, was elected, as much to his own surprise / as that of others. He immediately appointed a complete line of staff officers 

I as though it was a full regiment, among whom I recollect Dr. Rouse as medical 
officer and Mr. Eallance as quartermaster. About the same time the colonel 
got a charter for a new ferry across the river which was t o  be propelled by 
horse power and the lucky thought struck him to have a parade of his new 
regiment and a jubilee over the launching of his new boat at the same time. At 
length the auspicious day arrived. Horses were scarce but every officer that 
could get one was mounted for the parade. The colonel resided in a frame 
house on the corner of Madison and Jackson streets and in front of his door 
he had a table set with wines and all sorts of liquors and every time the parade 
went around the town the head of the column stopped at his door for refresh- 
ments. The more they refreshed the more foolish they became, and one by 
one the more dignified dropped out of the .parade. There was a character 
named "Tig Tom" who being a little in doubt as to his military duties hunted 
up Dr. Rouse for advice. The doctor was a good deal disgusted by this time 
and growled out, "if this stuff makes the colonel sick it's my duty to physic him 
and yours to wait on him!" 

After much fuss and feathers the parade finally reached the new boat and 
Colonel Cleveland proceeded to make a speech, the opening words of which 
were remembered and repeated by Peorians for many a day. H e  said: 

"Fellow citizens and countrymen: Let us now proceed to commemorate 
the memory of the immortal Washington who has long since been laid in the 
tomb." 

The whole thing became so ridiculous that the regiment was never again 
heard of and even the boat seemed to partake of the general fooling and was 
soon after sold to a circus company and taken down to St. Louis. 

I I\ GLANCE BACICWARD 

I BY E. H. FERGUSON, PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 

Times were very bad when we arrived in Illinois. There was no money 
in the state; no sale for grain except to travelers or  emigrants; groceries, boots 
and shoes had to  be paid for with cash; pork was all the farmers had that 
would sell for money. Fisher & Chapin bought hogs at Lacon, and always 
paid for them with Traders Bank of Boston bills. The money was new, 
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stamped F. & C.-Fisher & Chapin. I t  paid taxes in Peoria, Marshall and 
Woodford counties. I t  was currently reported that Fisher paid sixty cents on 
the dollar in gold for money and had to redeem every dollar of it in gold that 
came back to the bank in Boston. That was good financiering for both parties, 
and a fair sample of early day business. Fisher always had a New Orleans 
boat come up every spring during the high water to take his pork to New 
Orleans. One spring, about 1843, or possibly a year or two later, David Heats, 
a merchant of Chillicothe, sent one hundred sacks of corn to St. Louis and sold 
it for money, getting about fifteen cents per bushel. Immediately on getting 
returns from the shipments he sent word all around that he would take grain 
in payment for boots, shoes, groceries and debts. That was the first shipment 
of grain that I ever heard of.  A little later that same year Isaac Underhill, of 
Peoria, had Captain Moss, of Peoria, come up and take a load of his "rent" 
corn to St. Louis, where he received cash for it. After harvest he sent word 
to the farmers of La Salle Prairie that on a certain date he would have a boat 
a t  Rome if they wished to sell their corn. They all availed themselves of the 
opportunity, as that was the first chance they had had to sell grain for cash. 
There were two boats loaded with corn at Rome that fall. After that there was 
a market for grain at some price for cash. 

My father made three trips to Chicago with wheat. On one of these trips 

BY M. P. SIISS, LAWN RIDGE, ILLINOIS I 

'' 
the load brought forty cents per bushel. H e  brought back shoes, tea and a 
dollar's worth of coffee and sugar, which mother made to last until the middle 
of the next summer. I think this was in 1841. During the dry year-the year 
of the big prairie fire-the mill race a t  Senachwine dried up and no flour could 
be obtained. My mother grated corn on a tin pan punched full of holes and 
made corn bread and cakes for about two weeks until we could get a grist 
ground at Crown Creek mill, east of Chillicothe, about where the Santa Fe 
railroad is now located. 

Two of my mother's brothers, Elijah and Norman Hyde, came to Peoria 
about 1823 or 1824. Norman was county surveyor, postmaster and county 
judge when Chicago was in Peoria county. I have in my possession his text- 
book and surveying instruments. I have a chest of drawers and .some dishes 
that belonged to my grandmother at the time of her marriage in 1790. In  the 
line of ancient documents I have a history of Greece, printed in 1699, and a 
copy of a political discussion, published in 1671. 

I 

The house now (1904) being torn down on the southeast corner of this 
place is one with many thrilling historical events. I t  was built in the '40s, the 
first house in Lawn Ridge, by Deacon, or Nathaniel Smith. The frame was 
of large square-hewn timbers, some pieces eight by ten, mortised and braced 
and cross braced so it might be sure and stand the howling winds from the 
northwest. The other lumber was hauled from Chicago with ox teams, taking 
up a load of wheat and bringing back lumber, the round trip taking about a week. 

This house in the early '50s was one of the many depots on the underground 
railroad. The next one on the south was Deacon Burge's of Farmington, and 
the next on the north was Owen Lovejoy's of Princeton. Many a time when 
the slaveholder, with sheriff and posse, backed up by the Tegeft slave law which 
allowed him to call on any one to assist him to run down his slaves, and if they 
refused, be liable to a fine, would be only a few hours behind his slaves as they 
passed the place. The old house standing there looked so solemn and innocent, 
that they never suspected that down in the cellar were three or four badly 
frightened men and women trying to escape to free Canada, and waiting for 
the excitement to go by and night to come so they could be transported on to 

, 

Princeton. I 
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After occupying this house a few years, Deacon Smith bought and built over 
on the west side of the road a similar one, where he lived a number of years. 
He was still depot master and fed the runaway slaves the same as before. He 
was a great character. H e  was not only a farmer, but a blacksmith, and a 
good one, too. H e  was an all around man. He could make a good speech and 
make it interesting on any subject. H e  took the lead in all advance movements, 
church and politics, established and maintained Sunday schools in all the country 
around. Later in life, he drifted to the west and finally returned to his old 
home in New York state, where he died. No doubt Deacon Smith had his 
faults but on the whole I believe him to have been a great and good man and 
one that helped to make this county what it is. 

Deacon Smith sold this place in an early day to a man by the name of Job 
Brown, or "Joby" Brown, as  he was called. He was more of an inventor than 
a farmer. There is no doubt but what Job Brown was the real inventor of 
the corn planter. It  was in this house that he studied and thought out the 
great problem of planting corn by machinery. I t  was here by the door he first 
pulled his mach.ine by hand, and then with one horse, and finally made a planter 
something similar to planters now in use, only dropping three rows, and instead 
of wheels had sled runners. The dropping part was the real invention. I t  is 
said the inventor seldom gets the profits; it was so in this case. I t  was in this 
house he signed away all his rights in the planter for the price of a horse, and 
another person became rich from the manufacture of the corn planter. 

Brown was also the inventor of a seed sower, and a scalding tub, that could 
be moved from one farm to another, in which hogs could be cleaned much 
faster than in the old way. This was in the days when farmers dressed their 
hogs at home for market and this machine could easily run out seventy or 
eighty a day. H e  was a very odd and eccentric man but known in his day all 
over the land as an honest, good man. 

After a time Brown, too, sold out and moved away. Some twenty years 
ago there came a man by the name of Scoon who lived in the house. H e  had 
only one arm. H e  made and sold what he called Peoria bitters, made of several 
kinds of drugs, a little whiskey and lots of water; but it would make you drunk, 
and that was enough. H e  did a thriving business for a while, sold it in pint 
bottles, one dollar a bottle. The business increased, so he rented a small build- 
ing on the east road, within a few rods of the Cornell house. H e  fixed it up 
with shelves and counter and a big lamp in the center of the room and on the 
opening night set the bitters up to the boys, went home late and to bed, and, I 
suppose, fell into a sound sleep. I t  was one of those calm, still nights and not 
a breath of air stirring, when at midnight, or a little later, there was a terrible 
explosion which was heard for miles. The next morning when Scoon came 
down after breakfast, he found his shop and bitters blown to flinders ; so that 
ended Scoon and his bitters. But who put the jug of powder and laid the fuse 
under the house will never be known. Many detectives came and lay around 
from Peoria but went back without solving the mystery. 

A LEGEND O F  HALLOCIC 

BY E. C. SILLIMAN 

About 1820 Lewis Hallock came to Peoria county. H e  had been a trapper 
and fur trader among the Indians of Wisconsin and the northwest. Soon 
after coming to the county he located on the land a t  the mouth of Hallock hollow 
in Hallock township. H e  was a Quaker and was opposed to war and bloodshed, 

1 his life among the Indians and his kindness and truthfulness to them winning 
for him great influence with them. 

In  1825, Namaqua, an  Indian of the Pottawatomie tribe, killed a Frenchman I in a drunken brawl. H e  was arrested, and there being no place of confinement 

i nearer than the Springfield jail, Hallock furnished bail. No one ever sup- 
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posed that the Indian would appear, but Hallock knew he would and on the 
first day of the term of court Namaqua was on hand. H e  was tried and sen- 
tenced to death a t  the November term of court that year, but through the in- 
fluence of Hallock and others, who believed the sentence was unjust, his case 
was taken to the supreme court, where it was reversed and remanded for a 
new trial. The trial was put off from time to time, Hallock always appearing 1 with his prisoner. H e  remained a lifelong friend of Hallock. 

In 1831 the winter was very severe, a big snow falling early, some three 
feet deep and drifting badly, and later was covered with a thick crust. A party 
of Indians on a hunting trip were caught in what was later called Gimblet 
hollow, west of Sparland. Hallock, knowing of their peril, went to their as- 
sistance, piloting them down the hollow to the river, then on the ice to Sen- 
achwine creek and up the creek to Northampton, along the bluff to his place. 
where he had a pen of corn and his cabin, which he shared with them. H e  
and the braves took turns a t  breaking the road through the snow, the women 
and ponies following. I t  took three days to make the trip. The deer could not 
escape and Hallock had the Indians secure enough venison to last until spring. 

When the Black Hawk war was first inaugurated, Hallock knew the peril 
of the whites, and having made many trips to the lead mines near Galena, he 
had many acquaintances between that place and Dixon, whom he determined to 

! 

warn. Taking his rifle he started and as the dusk of the evening approached, 1 
he arrived on a hill overlooking the Pottawatomie camp near "Indiantown" 
now called Tiskilwa. 

The young braves were holding a war dance and working themselves up to 
a fighting mood. Hallock knew all the war whoops of the different tribes. 
The Iroquois being their worst and most feared enemy, he gave their war cry 
and rushed down the hill through the brush, landing a t  the chief's tent, who not 
being fooled, sat quietly smoking, while all the "braves" ran for cover. Upon 
seeing a lone white man they came out, brandishing their tomahawks and 
making warlike demonstrations. Hallock stood his rifle against a tree. lit his 
pipe and advised the old chief "to spank them papooses and send them to bed." 
A wave of the old chief's hand and all slunk away. Hallock then handed his pipe 
to the chief, who refused it. H e  then stepped back and said: "What! refuse to 
smoke the pipe of peace with the white man that never sheds blood, that pro- 
tects the red man from the anger of the pale face and from starving when hungry? 
Who fed your tribe when the snow was deep ? I--Iallock !" Slowly the chief arose, 
took the pipe, gave it the customary whiff and returned it, then he produced his 
sack of salt, took a pinch, and handed it to Hallock, who did the same. And all 
the tribe knew Hallock was a friend and not an enemy. After supper with the 
chief, he demanded safe conduct to the camp of Black Hawk. O n  the morrow 
two Indians accompanied him on ponies. Near Dixon on the edge of some heavy 
timber, they came in sight of a band of some five hundred Indians, who, on dis- 
covering a white man in charge of two Indians, sent a troop of about fifty Indians 
out to meet them. They came galloping down upon them in full war paint, 
demanding the pale face for sacrifice. A wave of the hand and announcement 
of safe conduct to Black Hawk from their chief, caused them to fall in behind 
in silence. Of Black Hawk he demanded a safe conduct to Galena, which was 
granted. Two Indians escorted him to a point where they told him he was beyond 
danger, and as he went along he gave the alarm and all white settlers, about thirty 
families, fled to the block houses for safety. 

For some years the lead mines of Galena were the only place where settlers 
cduld get cash for their cattle or produce. Hallock often went there with cattle 
and sometimes came back on horseback by way of Dixon, but more frequently 
he came down the river to Rock Island, or a near point west. Sometimes he 
floated down in a canoe, and at other times came with a flat boat, loaded for  
St. Louis. From this point he would walk across the hundred miles home, always 
carrying his r i fe  and camping wherever night overtook him. 
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After the war in 1832, Black Hawk and his band located in Iowa near Des 
Moines, and they, too, often went to Galena to trade. 

And now comes the tradition of Hallock. Many people called it "Hallock's 
dream." Some say it was a squaw after the death of Namaqua who showed 
the vision to him, but from my boyhood recollection, having heard the tale from 
many and from some to whom he had told it himself, I think Hallock's version 
was this: Some years after the Indians left, Hallock made one of his trips to 
Galena and there met Namaqua, the Indian he had stood by in trouble and who 
had never ceased to hold Hallock as his saviour. White men sometimes forget a 
favor, an Indian never! H e  told Hallock he was going down the river and across 
the country to his band and wanted him to accompany him in his canoe, which 
Hallock consented to do. They floated down the Mississippi and at  sunset they 
landed, made their camp fire, ate their supper and smoked the pipe of friend- 
ship. Namaqua said, "Would you like to see where the 'white bullets' come 
from ?" Hallock said he would. 

In early days the Indians had many silver bullets which, until they learned 
their value to the pale face, they traded pound for pound, as they were hard 
and the Indians preferred the lead bullets. Namaqua said, "If my tribe knew I 

I 
had shown a white man this they would kill me. Promise you will never tell 
of this until I am dead." Hallock promised and never revealed the story until 
after Namaqua's death several years afterward. He  blindfolded Hallock, they 
got into the river, where he whirled the canoe around until it was impossible for 
Hallock to tell the direction. H e  then rowed about an hour and landed, They 
walked a short distance, waded what seemed to be a creek, went up an incline 
for some distance and then stopped. He  could hear him remove some stones. 
He then told Hallock to crawl after him, which he did for a couple of rods. ( The Indian then removed the blindfold and lit a torch. They were standing in 
a passageway, which they followed a little distance and came into a cave, possibly 
zoo feet across and 20 to 50 feet high. On examining the walls he saw where 
a large amount of silver had been dug out of crevices, some pure silver, other 
places streaked with lead. Hallock was allowed to examine it and satisfy him- 
self that it was silver and lead, but he was not allowed to carry any away, nor 
did the Indian take any. There seemed to have been large quantities removed 
and there was any amount of it in sight. Namaqua said none had been taken 
away for a long time. They returned as they came and before landing at  their 
camp, the canoe was whirled until direction was lost. Hallock said they might 
have rowed several miles, or as many rods. They may have crossed a creek 
before going up to the cave, or they might have waded in the edge of the river 
a few feet. Indian strategy and shrewdness threw all chance of tracing the route 
to the winds. 

Years afterward Hallock scanned and searched again and again for the silver 
cave, but in vain. His belief was that it was on the Iowa side of the river. 

Many persons said it was a dream of Hallock's; others thought it was truth, 
as Hallock was always truthful. Inasmuch as the Indians did have silver bullets 
in early times and as but few places have bcen found where they could have 
procured them and those places far to the north, and as quite an amount of 
silver has been found in the lead mines of Galena, there is no good reason that 
the "silver cave" does not exist. I am inclined to believe that the gratitude 
of Xamaqua in showing Hallock the cave was covered by the fact that his treach- 
ery to his own tribe was death and he made the find so secure that years must 1 elapse after his death before even a vigorous and systematic search could dis- 
cover his treachery to his tribe. 

Hallock believed it. And the reader can follow the legend in the same mys- 

I 
tery as have others in the years gone by. Do not lose sight of one fact, in your 
judgment. The red man never forgot a friend or a friendly act, even in time 
of war, when all the bloody passions of his race were called into play. I have 1 penned this for the eye of many who have heard the tradition as it was handed 
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down through the years, often mutilated, and its truth destroyed. Such is one 
of the legends of Hallock township of eighty years ago. 

HISTORIC OLD SCHOOLHOUSE 

l3Y CALVIN STOWELL, SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 
I 

Lest the historic old brick schoolhouse, located upon Blue Ridge, in Hallock 
township, and the many things, mostly educationally and socially, which clustered 

I 
around it in the pioneer days should be forgotten, we have been tempted, partly 
by our own feelings and partly by the solicitations of others, to attempt to write a 
little sketch of the early days of the community who built it. We have often felt 
that there were many things worthy of note that would be of abiding interest 
to the present and future generations connected with the history of this corn- 1 
munity, that so far as we can ascertain have never been made a matter of record, 
which, with the lapse of time, must pass into oblivion. W-hile at this late day 
any record that we can write must be more or less defective for want of details, 
still we feel that we have been very fortunate in finding two living witnesses 
whose lives are practically contemporary with the first settlers of the little com- 
munity of Blue Ridge, and they are the only ones living, so far as we can ascer- 
tain, who were old enough to furnish items from personal recollections as far 

I back as 1837. We refer to Janles Will, now (1910) past eighty-five years of age, fi 

and his brother George, two years his junior, who were for many years our 
friends and neighbors in Illinois. I t  is through the courtesy of Mrs. Lura Will 
Johnson and George Will and daughter Hulda, who have furnished us with much 
of the memoranda in substance from which we write. 

The earliest settlers on Blue Ridge were Leonard Ranstead, Zenus G, Bliss, 
E .  C. Root, Lucas Root and Egbert Palmer. The exact time of their settling 
there is not known to us, but we think we are safe in saying not later than 1836. 
William B. Will, Elihu Stowell, Roswell Nurse and son Isich, and Ebenger Stowell 

i 
came in 1836, the latter three making the trip from Chenango county, New York, 
on foot. After looking over the country and locating land they made the trip to 
the nearest land office at Quincy and made their entry; returning, they built a 
cabin. Leaving Isich in possession, the other two, Roswell Nurse and father, 
returned to New York state late in the fall by way of the lakes. Roswell Nurse 
with his family moved to Illinois the following spring. Our father did not move 
with his family until 1843. In  1837 Robert Wilson with his family moved to 
this little community from Willcesbarre, Pennsylvania. 

In 1840 the little brick schoolhouse was built, the necessary funds being 
raised by subscription, which certainly meant almost a sacrifice offering in those 
early days of scarce and hard-earned dollars. Robert Wilson, a stone and brick 
mason by trade, assisted by his son George, did the mason work, while Zenus 
Bliss and Egbert Palmer looked after. the wood work. While the house would 
hardly stand as a model for these more modern days, we doubt if a house was 
ever built which was more highly appreciated by the public or served a better 
purpose of general utility for all sorts of public gatherings. The first school 
taught in this house was by ~ i l l i a m  Atwood, who received twelve dollars per 
month for his services. The school was thoroughly patronized for many miles 
.around, starting with fifty scholars, which n7as soon increased to the fullest pos- 
sible capacity of the house to accommodate. Everybody took in boarders, going 
upon the old time pioneer plan, as we suppose, of "come in, if you can get in." 

I t  was while Robert Will was working upon the old Jubilee college building 
at Jubilee that he met the old pioneer preacher of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
Father Cummins, whom he invited to come to Blue Ridge to preach. I t  was he 
who organized the Methodist church at the settlement in 1840, with John Furge- 
son and wife, Jacob Booth and wife and two daughters, and Maverick Pratt 
and wife as charter members-an organization that stands to this day. The fol- 
lowing spring a revival was held, which increased the membership to forty. I t  
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is said that some young men of a rowdyish turn of mind went out from Chilli- 
cothe with the avowed object of breaking up the meeting but with such men 
as John Furgeson, Jacob Booth and Maverick Pratt in the front rank, men with 
the courage of their convictions and the physical ability to defend them, the 
rowdy crowd reconsidered the matter and concluded that under these circum- 
stances "discretion was the better part of valor," and as they rode away one of 
them called out "I name this place Blue Ridge," and Blue Ridge it has been called 
from that day to this. 





PART T W O  

CHAPTER XI1 

GEOLOGIC FORMATION AND GE0GRAPH.Y OF THIS SECTION O F  THE COUNTY-MANY 
VALUABLE COAL VEINS--STONE O F  COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE-GRAVEL-SAND- 
TIMBER-SOIL AND ITS PRODUCTIVITY-VEGET.4TION. 

GEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY 

The contents of this article, showing the physical features of the county, 
are taken from the "Geological Survey of Illinois," and from articles prepared 
by William Gifford, of Radnor township, to be found among the collections of 
the Peoria Scientific Society : 

"The cretaceous and tertiary periods are not represented in this or adjacent 
counties. They were probably lost by denudation, together with some of the 
upper coal veins, during the long and rurbulent period. 

"The four divisions of the quaternary are well defined. They rest directly 
on the upper carboniferous, a coal measure. The alluvial deposits are confined 
chiefly to the right bank of the Illinois river, forming a terrace of about twenty- 
four square miles, called La Salle prairie, one of the best corn producing sections 
of Illinois. 

The great geological feature of Peoria county consists in its coal measures, 1 which are coextensive with its borders. Only two veins (four and six) are 
\vorked to any extent. Coal from vein four is brought to the surface by hori- 
zontal tunnels at an expense of one cent per bushel, and half a cent in localities 

I where it can be stripped. At no place in Illinois, or perhaps in the world, can 
coal be mined and brought to market so cheaply as in this county. It is now I delivered to consunlers in the city of Peoria for one dollar and fifty cents per 
ton. The thiclmess of this vein is from three feet, ten, to four feet, eight inches, 
and is generally covered with a ferruginous shale and concretions of bi-sulphuret 
of iron, richly stored with marine fossils, which are eagerly sought for by scien- 
tists. Its horizon is thirty-two feet above low water of the Illinois river. 

Coal vein six is also worked with little labor, by horizontal tunnels. I t  is 

i sixty-two feet above coal vein four, and is a good blacksmith coal, makes a hard 
vitreous coke, and is exclusively used in Peoria and contiguous cities for making 
gas. I t  contains but little pyrite, and in most localities has a good limestone cov- 
ering. One distinctive mark of this vein is a clay seam, or parting, from one to 
two inches thick, dividing the coal horizontally into two equal sections. The 
fossils overlaying this vein are well preserved and the species numerous. Among 
the most common are nyalena angulata, pleurotomania carbonana, solenomia 
radiata, and productus pratteninus. 

"Coal vein five has no reliable outcrop in this county, but its horizon is well 
defined in the towns of Limestone, Jubilee, and Kickapoo by its characteristic 
fossils-fusalina ventriccosa, hempunites crasa, chonetas messeloba, etc. The 
horizon of this vein has furnished a number of fossil coal plants, which have been 
figured and described by Leo Lesquereux, and published by the state of Penn- 
sylvania. 
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"Coal veins seven, eight and nine are the only other veins represented in this 
county above the Illinois river, and they are too thin for mining and not easily 
stripped. 

"The horizon of coal vein nine in this county has given to paleontologists the 
most perfect coal-measure fossil found in this state, if not in the world. Coal 
vein three lies one hundred and thirty-three feet below four, consequently about 1 one hundred and twenty feet below the Illinois river. I t  is about three feet 
thick, and is considered a good coal. I t  is not worked in this county. One hun- 
dred and twelve feet below three, a coal vein was reached in Voris' boring- 
opposite Peoria-three feet thick, which is considered coal vein one of the Illi- 
nois field, and the base of the coal measure resting on the conglomerate, twenty 
feet above the St. Louis limestone. Coal vein two has not been explored in Peoria 
county, but crops out on Spoon river in the southwest part of Fulton county. 

"Sandstone of good quality may be obtained from the beds overlying coal 
No. 4, which at some points on the Kickapoo, is fully twenty feet in thickness 1 
and it outcrops at many points under very favorable conditions for quarrying. 
The rock is a brown micaceous, and partly ferruginous sandstone, in massive 

' beds, some of which are two feet or more in thickness. I t  presents a bold 
escarpment at many points where it outcrops, indicating a capacity for with- 
standing well the ordinary influences of the atmosphere. The ferruginous layers 
harden very much on exposure, and would form the best material for bridge 
abutments, and for all other purposes where a rock was required to withstand 
well the influences of frost and moisture. 

"On Aiken's and Griswold's land, on the south side of the Kickapoo, on sec- 
tion 24 (Limestone township) this sandstone has been somewhat extensively 
quarried, and the bed presenss a perpendicular face of solid sandstone fully 
twenty feet in thickness. I t  is rather soft when freshly quarried and can be easily 
dressed, and splits freely into blocks suitable for building and for foundation 
walls. These quarries are located just above the level of the railroad grade, 
and very conveniently situated for the transportation of the stone by railroad to 
the city of Peoria, or wherever else it might be in demand. 

"At Lonsdale's quarries, on section 14 town 8 north, range 7 east, the lower 
part of the limestone affords a durable building stone, though the layers are not 
usually more than from four to six inches thick. This rock is in common use in 
this part of the county for foundation walls, and there are several small build- 
ings in this neighborhood constructed of this material. That portion of the beds 
which affords a building stone is from four to six feet in thickness. 

At Chase's quarries, three miles northeast of Princeville, the limestone is 
nearly twenty feet in thickness, and though for the most part thin-bedded, yet 
the greater portion of it can be used for foundation walls, flagging, etc., and is 
the only building stone available in that portion of the county. The thickest 
layers are a t  the bottom of the bed here, as well as at Lonsdale's, but the middle 
and upper portion is more evenly bedded at this point, and may be quarried in 
thin, even slabs of large size. 

"The limestone coal over No. 6 inay answer for rough foundation walls where 
it can be protected from the atmosphere, but is generally too argillaceous to 
make good building stone. 

"Concretionary bands of iron ore occur in the shales overlying coals No. 4 
and 7, but not in sufficient quantity to be of any economical importance. In the 
south part of the county, concretions of iron and clay, the former mostly in the 
form of the bi-sulphuret, are quite abundant in the roof shales of No. 4 coal. 
Some of these concretions are two feet or more in diameter. 

"No beds of fire or potter's clay- were found in this county in connection 
with the coal seams that appear to be sufficiently free from foreign matters to 
be of much value, but excellent brick clays are abundant, the sub-soil clays over 
a large portion of the uplands throughout the county being used for this pur- 
pose, and furnishing an abundant supply of brick of good quality at a moderate 
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cost. The best beds of fire and potter's clay known at the present time in this 
state are associated with coal No. I, of our general section of the Illinois valley 
coals, and, should a shaft be sunk to that horizon in this county, good clays 
lnay probably be found here and mined successfully in connection with these lower 
coals. 

"The modified drift deposits, forming the terrace upon which the city of 
Peoria is mainly built, will furnish an inexhaustible supply of sand of various 

( qalities adapted to the varied economical uses to which this material is applicable, 

I and it will also afford an excellent molder's sand, in quantities sufficient for the 
supply for all the adjacent region. 

"An inexhaustible supply of clean gravel may be obtained from the gravel 
beds forming the bluffs at Peoria, and along the north side of the Kickapoo for 
a distance of eight or ten miles above the outlet of that stream. All the railroads 
in the state might obtain here an ample supply of ballast for their road beds, 
without greatly diminishing the amount of this material to be found in this 
county. 

"There is an ample supply of timber in this county, the proportion of timber 
and prairie land being originally about the same. The timbered land is mostly 
confined to the ridges and valleys of the streams, though occasionally fine groves ' are met with on the level land adjacent to the prairie. The growth on the upland 

I is mostly black and white oak, pignut and shell-bark hickory, elm, linden, wild 
cherry, honey locust, wild plum and crabapple, while on the bottom lands and 
the slopes of the hills, we find white and sugar maple, black and white walnut, 
pecan, cottonwood, sycamore, ash, red birch, coffeenut, hackberry, mockernut, 
hickory, post-Spanish and swamp-white-oak, red-bud, dogwood, persimmon, mul- 
berry, serviceberry, buckthorn and three or four varieties of willow and box 
elder. 

"As an agricultural region this county ranks ainong the best in this part of 
the state. The western and northern portions of the county are mostly prairie, 
and generally level or gently rolling. The soil is a dark, chocolate colored loam, 
rich in organic matters, and producing abundant crops annually of corn, wheat, 
rye, oats and barley, and, with judicious cultivation, this kind of soil will retain 
its fertility for an indefinite period of years without the application of artificial 
stimulants. On the more broken lands adjacent to the streams, the soil is of a 
lighter color, but when it is predicated upon the marly beds of the loess, it is 
still productive, and scarcely inferior to the best prairie soils. Where the soil 
overlies the yellow driftclays, the timber is mostly white-oak and hickory; the 
soil is thin and would be greatly improved by the annual liberal application of 
manure. These lands, however, produce fine crops of wheat and oats, and are 
excellent for  fruit orchards and vineyards. The soil on the terrace and bottom 
lands is a sandy loam, and generally very productive." 

i VEGETATION OF PEORIA AND VICINITY 

Though the city of Peoria is centrally located in one of the prairie states of 
the Upper Mississippi valley, its immediate surroundings present a diversity of 
surface that would hardly be looked for from its geographical location. The 
city is situated on the west bank of the Illinois river, ihe main part on a plateau 
beginning at the river and gently sloping upwards, until terminating a mile or 

1 more back in a chain of prominent and picturesque bluffs, that completely encircle 
it, in a natural amphitheater. 

, This chain terminates above the city, in a commanding eminence, rising 
1 almost abruptly from the river, known as Prospect Heights, and affording a 

panoramic view of the beautiful Illinois valley for miles. 
The river at this point known as the "Narrows," spreads out into a placid 

sheet of water termed Peoria Lake, so shallow on the east side, as to afford a 
most congenial home to a rich aquatic flora. The east bank of the river is very 

T701. 1-6 
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low, subject to overflow and still heavily wooded, running back to a chain of 
bluffs similar to those on the Peoria side. From these bluffs numerous springs 
gush forth, and malting their way towards the river, form cold bogs affording 
a home to a peculiarly characteristic flora, that would be sought for farther 
north. The bluffs on both sides are frequently intersected by deep rocky defiles, 
the sides of which under the influence of moisture and shade, support a luxuriant 
vegetation. The splendor of the prairies, owing to the march of civilization, 
has almost disappeared, and the prairie flora, is now, nearly confined to the 
right of way of the railroads, or the gravelly and sandy bluffs, when it has crept 
up from the original prairie, and secured a foothold it is likely to maintain, 
as these bluffs are not susceptible to cultivation. The flora of the vicinity of 
Peoria is a rich and varied one. About goo native trees and plants grow in the 
immediate vicinity of the city, and fully a hundred introduced plants have found 
a congenial home of adoption. I t  has drawn outlying types from all points of 
the compass, who foregather here in a harmonious whole. 

The cold bogs and springs in the river bottom, furnish perfect conditions for 
certain species of northern origin, which find their southern limit here. 

Two beautiful dwarf willows (Salin. candida and myrtilloides) grow in these 
bogs and upon Dr. Brendel, our first and foremost botanist, sending specimens 
to Dr. Bebb a famous authority on willows, he commented thus on the find: 
"Widely distributed in sub-arctic regions, extending southward along the Pacific 
coast to Oregon, and on the Atlantic side to New Jersey. Its occurrence so far 
south in the Mississippi valley as found by Dr. Brendel, taken in connection 
with the equally unexpected finding of S. candida, indicate an exceptionally cold 
spot for the latitude." Most of the woodland flora of the east is at home here. 

Many of the characteristic plants of the great plains west of the Mississippi, 
have pushed their way eastward to Peoria. Many of our strictly prairied plants 
do not pass our state borders into Indiana and Ohio. 

From the sunny southland, numerous species have crept up the Mississippi 
and Illinois rivers to this favored locality of ours. Here the pecan tree finds 
its northern limit in the alluvial river bottom, growing in vigor and producing 
its delicious nuts. 

The same may be said of the persimmon whose astringent fruit becon~es 
so palatable after the advent of frost. Peoria and vicinity must have been a 
heavily wooded country on the advent of the whites, as after nearly a hundred 
years of cutting and clearing it still presents a varied and interesting tree growth. 

The river bottom is still well covered with forest and every knoll and bluff 
are clothed more or less. 

In  its tree growth Peoria is specially favored. 
Of course from its location we would not look for cone bearing evergreen 

trees and have only one representative, the common Juniper occurring in starved 
looking specimens on the brow of rocky bluffs. But the deciduous tree growth 
is rich in species. I n  the alluvial river bottom lands, the timber is mainly Syca- 
more, Soft ,Maple, White Elm, Slippery Elm, Black Walnut, Butternut, Swamp 
Hickory, five species of Ash, Cottonwood, Hackberry and scattering specimens 
of Swamp White Oak, Pecan, Coffee .Bean, Honey Locust, Mulberry, Box Elder, 
Ohio Buckeye, Pawpaw and Persimmon. 

The first three sometimes attain a very large size, specimens five feet in 
diameter not being uncommon. 

On the bluffs and uplands the forest growth is materially different being rep- 
resented by the Basswood, Wild Cherry, Sugar Maple, Shell Bark Hickory, 
Pignut, Aspen White, Chestnut, Scarlet, Red, Bur and Laurel Oaks. 

Not desiring to go into extreme detail, we will mention some of the most 
obvious and characteristic features of our flora. Our first harbinger of spring 
is the beautiful little Trillium nivale, that in favorable seasons puts forth its 
white waxy flower the last week in March, often in the proximity of some 
lingering snow bank. 
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It is soon followed by the Liverwort, so common on wooded slopes, Dutch- 
mans Breeches and Blood Root. 

A little later the woods are gay with the exquisite Blue Bells and a Phlox 
with lavender bloom called Sweet William. 

Among the leafless woods the Service Berry and Wild Plum are conspicuous 
in their snowy dress, while the Red Bud gives the brooks the appearance of 
purple ribbons in the landscape. Turning to the prairie we meet with the Caro- 
lina Anemone with its pretty star like blue and white flowers. In company with 
it are the yellow flowered Puccoons, Pink Sorral and the almost extinct Troximon 
crespidatzbm with its showy dandelion like head. 

The open bogs are golden with the Marsh Marigold, and the ill smelling 
Skunk Cabbage pushes its flowers through the oozy mud. With the advent of 
May, nature dons her brightest garb. The trees are putting forth their foliage 
and the landscape, so bare but a few weeks before, is gay with a varied flora. 
The Haws, Crab Apple, Sassafras, Viburnum and Bladder Nut are bursting 
into bloom. Of interesting plants we would mention the rare Phlox bifida. I t  
clothes the precipitous sides of Rocky Glen and, with its pretty star like flowers 
varying through every shade of pink, white and lavender presents a beautiful 
sight when in full bloom. Growing with it is Viola pedata with two of the petals 
as velvety as a pansy and known locally as "Rocky Glen Pansy." 

On the prairie grows a Baptisia, with its ample raceme of showy pea shaped 
cream colored flowers. 

As June approaches our Sedges and Grasses are a marked feature of our 
flora. While inconspicuous individually, their abundance and variety challenge 
notice. 

We have seventy-eight species of Sedges and eighty-one Grasses native 
to our flora. One of our representative prairie plants comes into bloom as the 
Purple Cone Flower. 

The large head with its pendulous purple rays makes it a showy plant. On 
sandy barrens, we meet with Chrysopsis zGllosa, bearing a profusion of golden 
yellow heads up till frost. In rich shady woods can be found the dainty Yellow 
Lady Slipper while .a little later its sister the rare and beautiful Royal Lady 
Slipper appears in the cold springy bogs of the river bottom. 

The woodsnare adorned with clinging vines-several species of grapes, Bit- 
ter Sweet, Yellow Honeysuckle, Moonseed and Woodbine. July with its intense 
heat forces a luxuriant vegetation. About the first weeks of the month our 
Climbing Rose (Rose setigera) puts forth its flowers. I t  grows in large clumps, 
its long flexible branches clambering rather than climbing over other shrubs and 
when loaded down with bloom is a glorious sight lighting up the dense shades 
of the river bottom where it delights to grow. In  the cold rills and bogs of the 
river bottom, one of our most beautiful plants, Queen-of-the-Prairie (Spiraea 
lobata) finds a congenial home. 

Its masses of peach colored blossoms are so delicately beautiful and appar- 
ently so out of place in its uninviting surroundings, that no matter how often 
one meets with it in a ramble, each succeeding plant brings out a fresh exclama- 
tion of delight. On sand hills Callirhoe triangulata occurs and all through July 
produces its brilliant blossoms of purple. In following up the rocky defiles of the 
bluffs our attention is directed to Hydrangea arboresceus with its showing radiant 
flowers. 

Occasionally specimens are seen with the flowers all radiant like the garden 
species. High up the rocky sides, the Goats Beard (Spiraea arincies) is con- 
spicuous by its ample feathery panicles of staminate flowers. 

The shallows on the east side of the river nodrish a rich aquatic flora. Acres 
upon acres are covered with the pads of our Water Lily (Castalia tuberosa). 

The lovely flowers are very large, with a manifest perfume, though usually 
described as odorless, and find a ready sale on the streets of our city. 

In company with it but not so common, is Nelurnbrium luteum, with its immense 
leaves and cream colored flowers borne on stalks a foot or  two above the water, 
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differing thus from the preceding which spreads its flowers on the surface of the 
water. Intermingled with these plants are the Sweet Flag, Iris, Arrow Head, 
Pickerel Weed, Common Reed, Wild Celery and Wild Rice. The last two are 
special dainties with the u7ater fowl. In August the great order Compositz 
becomes predominant. 

The intense heat forces the Silphiuns, Sunflowers, Tickseeds, Cone-flowers, 
Hawkweeds, etc., in a continual procession ending with the Asters and Golden- 
rod in more variety than I know of in any other local flora. Ey the latter part 
of the summer the rich soil of the alluvial bottom has produced a rank and 
luxuriant vegetation that taxes one's efforts to push a way through. Near to 
the river bank Hibiscus militaris grows in abundance. Its peculiar halberd shaped 
leaves and its showy flowers of flesh pink with purple throat render it a striking 
plant. 

The Cardinal flower with its spike of intensely red flowers makes a very 
vivid bit of coloring in the somber shade of the bottom. With it grows its near 

i 
relative the Blue Lobelia. In the upland woods grows Gerardia gratzdiyora, 
bearing a profusion of showy lemon yellow .flowers. 

In this summary of our flora we have touched upon, only, the most char- 
acteristic features of our vegetation but one who undertakes the careful study 
of our flora will find that this vicinity will afford him unbounded material and 
a constant source of delight. 

Many of our native trees, shrubs and flowers have been brought under cultiva- 
i 

tion for ornament. 
As to trees might be mentioned the White Elm, as the leader of them all as 

a shade tree. I t  is towering in height, with a graceful spread of branch, vigorous, 
long lived and in our climate becomes the equal of the "lordly elms of New Eng- 
land." On account of its height and spread, it should stand in the open for best 
results. 

The Sugar Maple while slow growing is most desirable on account of its 
compact crown and the luxuriance of its beautiful foliage. Magnificent examples 
of this tree can be seen across the river on the Spring Bay road. Its near ally. 
the Silver Maple, is frequently planted. Though of quicker growth than the I 

preceding it is not as desirable on account of its softer wood and brittle branches 
which suffer severely in heavy windstorms. 

One of our commonest shadetrees to-day is the so-called Carolina Poplar. 
I t  will surprise most people to know that this euphonious name is simply a dis- 
guise of the well known Cottonwood so frequent along watercourses. 

The male tree only is planted, as the cotton from the female tree creates such 
a litter as to make it undesirable. 

The chief thing in its favor is its very rapid growth. 
The Eur Oak ( Q u e r c u s  macrocarpa)  is a desirable shade tree. Its low and 

wide spreading branches are covered with a foliage, fully as  beautiful and almost 
as dense as the Sugar Maple. Beautiful examples can be seen near the work- 
house and at the turn of High street. 

The Catalpa native from southern Illinois, southward is often planted. Its 
quick growth, ample heart shaped leaves and showy flowers make it a favorite. 
It  has only one drawback-it is the last tree to unfold its leaves in the spring 
and the first to shed them in autumn. All the evergreens do well in this 
vicinity though not planted near as much as formerly. 

From a cultural standpoint all the grains and fruits of the Temperate Zone 
find congenial conditions here. 

Some complain the apple does not seem to flourish as in the past, but this is 
due more to the ravages of insect pests, that go hand in hand with civilization, 
rather than changes in climatic conditions. Give our orchards the same attention 
they would receive in Oregon, and there would not be as much talk about the 
decadellce of Illinois as an apple country. Viewing our vegetation in its every 
phase, only emphasizes the conclusion, that few localities are so generously 
favored as ours. 
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CKEATIOI\; A N D  OKG,\NLZ.\TION 01: PEORIA\ COUNTY-DIFFICULTIES I N  OBTAINING 

TITLE TO COUNTY SEAT-PR14:SIDENT J O H N  QUINCY AD--\MS LENDS HIS ASSIST- 

.2NCE--WI12LI.2M S. H-\MILTON, SON O F  AI.EXANDER RAMTLTON, ATTORNEY FOR 
TIIIZ COUNTY-CL.\IMS TO L.\ND O F  JOI-IN H.\MLIN AND OTHERS ADJUSTED. 

The territory of Indiana was divided February 3,  IS^, and the new territory 
of Illinois organized. The counties of St. Clair and Randolph, which had been 
formed at the time of the division of the Northwestern Territory in 1800, were 
continued, their boundaries being designated and described as follows : "The 
county of Randolph shall include all that part of Illinois territory lying south of 
the line dividing the counties of Randolph and St. Clair as it existed under the 
governmetlt of the territory of Indiana on the last day of February, 1809, and 
the county of St. Clair shall include all that part of the territory which lies north 
of said line." 

The following officers were appointed for the county of St. Clair: John Hays, 
sheriff; William Arundale, formerly of Peoria, recorder; John Hay, clerk of 
the court of comlnon pleas, or county clerk; Enoch Moore, coroner; John Mes- 
singer, surveyor. Among the justices of the peace appointed were Antoine Des 
Champs, who lived at Peoria, and Nicholas Boilvin. The latter resided at Prai- 
rie du Chien. H e  was the father of Nicholas and William C. Boilvin, who 
became quite prominent in Peoria business circles. 

Eventually, St. Clair county was divided into other counties. In 1812, Madi- 
son was organized, within the limits of which was Peoria and so remained until 
1821, when it became part and parcel of the newly created county of Pike. Many 
conveyances of land in Peoria had been recorded in Madison county, at 

. Edwardsville, which have been transcribed and now are included in the records 
of this county. 

Pike county was organized in 1821 and for two years thereafter Peoria 
county was embraced within its boundaries and all records of conveyances of 
land were kept a t  its county seat. During this period the following persons 
were at the head of affairs of Pike county: Abram Buck, probate judge, from 
February 12, 1821, to June I I ,  1821, when he resigned and was succeeded by 
Nicholas Hanson, who also resigned and was followed in the office February 15, 
1823, by William Ross; April 2, 1821, Leonard Ross, John Shaw and William 
Ward were elected county commissioners, Bigelow C. Fenton, sheriff, and Dan- 

I 
iel Whipple, coroner. At  an election held August 5 ,  1822, James hI. Seeley, 
David Dulton and Ossian M. Ross were elected county commissioners, Leonard 
Ross, sheriff, and Daniel Whipple, coroner. During this period Abner Eads, 

I John Shaw, Daniel Whipple, William Ross, Henry Tupper, Leonard Ross and 
1 William Ward were appointed justices of the peace for Pike county. For the ' same office Ebenezer Smith and Stephen Dewey were commissioned on May 

26, 1821, Ossian M. Ross, November 29, 1821 ; John Bolter, August 29, 1821 ; 
Charles B. Rouse, January 22, 1822 ; Amos Barcroft, May 22, 1822. 

Sangamon county was organized a t  the same session of the legislature as  
Pike and on January 28, 1823, the county of Fulton was formed, the boundaries 

I of which were described as follows: "Beginning a t  the point where the fourth 
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principal meridian intersects the Illinois river, thence up the middle of said 
river to where the line between ranges five and six east strikes the said river, 
'thence north with said line between ranges five and six to the township line 
between townships 9 and 10 north, thence west with said line to the fourth 
principal meridian, thence south with said line to the place of beginning." I t  
will be observed that within these boundaries the townships of Trivoli and 
Elmwood were embraced. 

On  the second Monday of April, 1823, an election was held and Joseph 
Moffatt, David W.  Barnes and Thomas R. Core11 were chosen as county com- 
missioners, Abner Eads, sheriff, and William Clark, coroner. Later, on August 
2, 1824, James Gardner, James Barnes and David W .  Barnes were elected county 
commissioners, Ossian M. Ross, sheriff, and Joseph Moffatt, coroner, all of 
whom were in office until after  the organization of Peoria county. At  this point 
it is worthy of note that in the list of officials, both for Pike and Fulton coun- 
ties, Peoria county was well represented. 

Abner Eads, who was elected the first sheriff for Fulton county, was a 
Peorian, and his chief opponent for the office was Ossian Ross, who had only 
been defeated in his ambition by one vote. Ross contested the election of 
Eads, setting up as his grounds of complaint that some of Eads supporters lived 
on the east side of the river and, consequently, were not residents of Fulton 
county and, further, it was contended that Eads was illiterate and could not 
write, therefore, incompetent to fulfill the duties of the office. The case was tried 
before Judge Reynolds, a brother of Governor John Reynolds, in a log cabin at 
Fort Clark, which served as  an office for 'Squire John Hamlin, and Eads was 
declared elected and qualified to the office of sheriff. 

The counties of Schuyler, Adams, Hancock, IVarren, Henry, Putnam and 
Knox were formed by an act of legislature, January 13, 1825, and on the same day 
and with the passage of the act herein mentioned, Peoria county was created, 
under the prov.ision of an act entitled, "An Act to form a new county out of the 
country in the vicinity of Fort Clark," which provides as follows: 

"Section I .  Be it enacted by the people of the State of Illinois, represented 
in the General Assembly, That all that tract of country within the following 
boundaries, to wit: Beginning where the line between towns 11 and 12 north 
intersects the Illinois river; thence west with said line to the line between ranges 
4 and 5 east; thence south with said line to the line between towns 7 and 8 ;  thence 
east to the line between ranges 5 and 6; thence south to the middle of the main 
channel of the Illinois river; thence up said middle of the main channel to the 
place of beginning, shall constitute a county to be called Peoria." 

Section 2 provided "That all that tract of country north of town 20, and west 
of the third principal meridian, formerly part of Sangamon county, be, and is 
hereby attached to said county of Peoria, for county purposes. Provided, how- 
ever, The citizens of the attached part of said county are not to be taxed for  the 
erection of public buildings, or for the purchase of the quarter section herein- 
after  mentioned. 

"Section 3. Be it further enacted, That the county seat of said county of 
Peoria shall be established on the northeast quarter of section g, town 8 north, 
range 8 east, and that the county commissioners of said county are  hereby auth- 
orized to purchase said quarter section of land of the United States as provided 
for by the law of congress. 

"Section 4. Be it further enacted, That  on the first day of lMarch next 
(1825), an election shall be held a t  the house of William Eads, a t  which time 
there shall be elected one sheriff, one coroner and three county commissioners 
for  said county, which election shall, in all respects, be conducted agreeably to the 
provisions of the law now in force regulating elections. Provided, That the 
qualified voters present may select from among their number three competent 
electors to act as judges of said election who shall appoint two qualified voters 
to act as clerks. 
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I "Section 5 .  Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the clerk 
of Sangamon county to give public' notice in said Peoria county and the at- I tached part, at least ten days previous to  the election to. be held on the first 
Monday in March next; and in case there should be no clerk, then the sheriff 
of said county shall give notice, as aforesaid, of the time and place of holding 
the election." 

Section 6 provided, "That the county of Peoria should receive two hundred 
dollars out of the public treasury, as full compensation for their proportion 

/ of non-resident land tax, in the same way as the county of Pike might or could 
do under the act entitled An Act amending an act entitled an act providing for 

: the valuation of lands and other property, and laying a tax thereon, approved 
: February 15, 1821." 

Section 7 provided, "That the said county of Peoria and the attached part 
I of said county mentioned in section 2 (the portion detached from Sangamon- 

Ed.) should vote with the county of Sangamon for representative and senator 
to the general assembly." 

Section 8 declared, "That all that tract of country north of said Peoria 
county, and of the Illinois and Kankakee rivers, be, and the same is hereby 

I attached to said county, for all county purposes. This did not include any of 
I the newly formed counties of Knox, Henry, Warren or Mercer." 

While Cook county and what is now the great and wonderful city of Clii- 
cago was embraced within the territory set off to Putnam county, yet for the 
next six years after the formation of Putnam, Cook county was attached to 
Peoria county for couilty purposes and all its county affairs were administered 
in Peoria. 

Under the act creating the county of Peoria, provision was made for the 
election of officers and the first day of March, 1825, was designated as the time 
for holding said election. Another section of the act, however, required notice 
of the election to be given for the fi~st d f o ? z d a ~ ~  in ,March. This was a confusion 
of dates, and, as a result, the election did not take place until the 7th day of 
March, of th'e year mentioned, when Samuel Fulton was chosen for the office of 
sheriff; William Phillips, coroner; William Holland, Nathan Dillon and Joseph 
Smith, county commissioners. 

I COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' COURT 

The officers chosen by the electors of the county duly qualified, so that juris- 
diction over public matters pertaining to the county vested in them and they at 
once took up the duties of their respective offices, and the next day after the 
election the commissioners' court was organized. Norman Hyde had been chosen 
clerk, at about the same time of the passage of the act creating the county. The 
follo~ving named persons were appointed and commissioned justices of the peace 
for the county at the time of its organization: Thomas Camlin, George Ash, 
John Phillips, Stephen French, Nathan Dillon, Isaac Perkins, Jacob Wilson, 
Joseph Atoffatt, Austin Crocker, John Kinzie. 

The first duty devolving upon the commissioners' court was the purchase of 
land for a county seat and the securing of title thereto. Congress had passed an 
act providing that new counties might locate their seats of government upon 
public land subject to preemption and purchase, upon the same terms as individ- 
uals, and in pursuance thereof, the general assembly had designated, in section 
three, a tract of government land, upon which the county seat should be estab- 
lished. However, when the commissioners endeavored to follow out the require- 
ments of the law they met with unanticipated objections a t  the land office. 

'The contentions of the land office were that the quarter section chosen by the 
legislature was a fractional one and for that reason was not subject to entry. 
Another objection upon which much stress was laid was the existence of certain 
French claims. The third contention was that one James Latham, who set up an 
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equity in the land by reason of a private entry, had interposed a counter-claim to 
the land. And it was not until nine years later that the county came into its 
own. 

A concise history of the struggle of Peoria county for a seat of government 
is well worth relating and to further that end no better means can be adopted than 
to present here the minutes of the commissioners' court and other documents 
relating to a subject, which is still one of interest to many now living. 

The county commissioners held a special term of their court on April 16, 
1825, at which time Nathan Dillon, one of the members, was authorized to make 
application at the land office, in Springfield, for the ,right of preemption of the 
northeast quarter of section 9, town 8 north, range 8 east, which was designated 
in the act creating the county as the site for the county seat, for the purpose of 
establishing thereon the county seat of Peoria county, under the provision made 
and enacted by congress. Pursuant to instructions, Commissioner Dillon made 
application to the register of the land office for leave to enter the said quarter 
section of land and was refused, the reason being advanced that the tract was not 
subject to entry. Thereupon, a memorial was addressed to the president of the 
United States in relation thereto, by the board of commissioners. This the presi- 
dent referred to the land office, and on November 23, 1825, the register at 
Springfield was instructed by the commissioner as follows : 

"Gentlemen: A memorial from the Comrs. for the county of Peoria and 
other citizens thereof stating 'that application had been made to your office to 
enter the N. E. quarter of Sect. 9, 8 N., 8 E., for the Seat of Justice for  said 
County, and that entry had been refused because said quarter section was a frac- 
tional one,' was addressed to the President & lately referred to this office by him, 
with instructions to admit the entry if the objection stated is the only one to its 
admission. If there are others you will report the facts in relation to the case 
to this office. I ' I am, etc., 

"GEORGE GRAHAM ." 
It would appear by the foregoing that Peoria county had a friend at court 

and it was surmised at the time by those most interested that Hon. Daniel P. 
Cook, the only representative from Illinois then in congress, had used his good 
offices in her behalf. At any rate, the people were highly gratified by the prompt 
consideration of President Adams. This feeling is indicated by the fact that on 
the 6th day of March, 1826, the clerk of the county commissioners, acting under 
authority of that body, transmitted to John Quincy Adams, president of the 
United States, the thanks of the court for his prompt compliance with the prayer 
of their petition for leave to enter the fractional quarter section of land, on 
which to locate their county seat; the president by the same token, was informed 
that his intervention in behalf of Peoria county had not produced the desired 
result. On the 8th day of March, 1826, the following was made a matter of 
record : 

"Ordered that John Dixon be and he is hereby authorized in behalf of this 
court to make application officially to the Register and Receiver of the Land 
Office at Springfield for a written statement of the obstacles and objections (if 
any exist) which prevent the entry by the Commissioners of said County of 
the North East fractional quarter of Sec. 9, Township 8 North, Range 8 East of 
the fourth principal meridian, on which the Seat of Justice for Peoria County 
is located, pursuant to an act of Congress by Statute of this State. And as it is 
anticipated that some objections may arise on account of the exact quantity of 
land in said fractional quarter not being accurately known, he, the said John 
Dixon, is further authorized after procuring from the Land Officers aforesaid 
a statement of all the said objections, etc., to proceed to St. Louis and apply to 
the Surveyor General for a plat of the survey of the above mentioned quarter 
Section, and if no plat can be furnished without a re-survey, to contract with the 
Surveyor General for that purpose, at the expense of this county, for a speedy 
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completion of said survey, and request a plat thereof to be immediately made 
out, properly authenticated and forwarded to the said Register and Receiver. 

"And the said John Dixon is further authorized, if no objections are made, 
to enter the said fraction in behalf of and for said county of Peoria." 

At a special term of the commissioners' court, held May 2, 1826, this entry 
was made and forms a part of the history of the county: "Ordered, that John 
Dixon be and he is hereby authorized to borrow on the credit of Peoria county 
one hundred and eighty-four dollars 62% cents, by him to be paid to the Receiver 
of the Land Office at Springfield, in payment of the N. E. fractional qr. Sec. 
No. g, Town 8 North, Range 8 East of the fourth principal (meridian), and 
that he be authorized to issue orders on the Treasurer to such persons as shall 
loan the county the above money, at any interest not exceeding 25 per cent per 
annuin until paid." Tradition has it that when the money by loan was not 
forthcoming, a number of the loyal citizens made up the desired amount out of 
their own pockets and helped solve one of the county seat problems. 

At the time of the organization of the county, James Latham, who had set 
up a counter-claim to the tract of land set off by the legislature as the site for 
the county seat, was in possession of a house on the land, and this, in a measure, 
was made use of as a basis for his contention. On the 12th day of July, 1826. 
the commissioners' court caused to be entered of record the following: 

"Ordered that Isaac Perkins, William Woodson and Henry Thomas be 
summoned by the sheriff to be and appear at the next regular term of this court, 
on the first day of said term, to assess the damage, if any incurred, by James 
I,atl~am, in consequence of being deprived of his claim to the land on which the 
county seat of Peoria is located, the inlprovement of which was purchased 
previous to the location of the said county seat." Soon after this entry Latham 
died, leaving to his heirs the prosecution of his claim. 

At a regular term of the commissioners' court, held December 5, 1826, a 
change in the personnel of the court appears. The sitting members at this time 
were Nathan Dillon, IVilliam Holland and John Hamlin. Under their direc- 
tion, at this term, an entry in the records was made as follows: 

"That William S. Hamilton be authorized to act as counsel on behalf of 
this court for the purpose of obtaining the title to the land on which the county 
seat of Peoria county is located, with full power for said purpose, except that 
of conlmencing suit at law. Also that the clerk of this court inform said Hamil- 
ton that compensation will be allowed only in event of their obtaining said title." 
It is rather remarkable, but true, that the William S. Hamilton referred to, was 
a son of Alexander Hamilton, who figured so largely in the colonial and early 
history of the United States. William S. Hamilton was a brilliant lawyer and 
his name appears more than once in these pages. 

On January 26, 1827, Commissioner Graham of the land office at Wash- 
ington addressed the following letter to Colonel ITilliam McKee, surveyor gen- 
eral at St. Louis: 

"Sir :-The act of congress passed on the 3d of March, 1823, confirming 
certain claims to lots in the village of Peoria, in the State of Illinois (the 
French claims-Ed.), declares that it shall be 'the duty of the Surveyor of 
Public Lands of the U. S. for that District to cause a survey to be made of the 
several lots, and to designate on a plat thereof, the lot confirmed and set apart 
to each claimant, and forward the same to the Secy. of the Treasury.' As the 
plat above required to be made has not been received, and a Mr. James Latham, 
having entered the N. E. fr. % 9, 8 N. 8 E. of the 4th P. M. under a 'Vincennes 
pre-emption,' I will thank you to inform me if the survey of the village has been 
made, and if it has, to furnish me with a copy of the survey, exhibiting the con- 
nection between it & the adjacent public surveys. I am, etc., 

'(GEo. GRAHAM. 

"P. S.-It is presumed that the Regr. at Edwardsville who acted as commr. for 
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the settlement of these claims furnished Gen. Rector with a copy of his report 
on the subject; if he did you can obtain a copy from the Regr. Office at that 
place." 

An election was held August 4, 1828, when a new commissioners' court was I 
made up by the selection of George Sharp, Isaac Egman, and Francis Thomas 
who, in their official capacity, addressed a memorial to Elias Kent Kane and John 1 
McLean, senators from Illinois, and Joseph Duncan, the successor of Daniel P, 
Cook in congress, in which was set forth in detail the problem of the county seat 
title, and a request that they use their influence with the president, to induce him 

I 
to permit the entry of the land to be made in the name of the county, and if that 
was not feasible, to put forth every effort to have passed by congress a special 
act to afford the relief desired. 

On the 28th of January, 1830, Senator Kane received the following letter 
from Comn~issioner Graham of the land office a t  Washington : 

"Sir:-I return the letter of RiIessrs. Hyde & Stillman enclosed in your let- 
ter of the 26th inst. 

"Upon examination it appears that in 1825 the commissioners for the county 
of Peoria made application to the Land Officers at Springfield to enter the N. E. 
frac. % of S. 9 T. 8 R. 8 E. under the provisions of the act of the 26th of May, 
1824, granting pre-emption to certain counties for their Seats of Justice (Land 
Laws, page 869) which, being refused by these officers on the ground of the 
tract being a fractional quarter section, they memorialized the President on the 
subject, and, under his instructions at that time, had they entered and paid for 
the land, there would have been no difficulty in the case, but they having failed 
to make such a payment, that tract was entered in November, 1826, by James 
Latham under a pre-emption certificate, granted by the Register at Vincennes 
under the 2d section of the act of the 11th of May, 1820 (Land Laws p. 778), 
and payment in full made to the Receiver and regularly entered in the returns 
of those officers to this office. The letter of the Register to this office that cov- 
ered this entry by Latham also enclosed a protest against it by William S. Hamil- 
ton as attorney of the County Commissioners. 

"In consequence of the belief entertained at this office that that fractional 
Section included the lots which had been confirmed to certain individuals at 
Peoria by the act of the 3d of March, 1823 (the French claims-Ed.), and that 
therefore it could not be legally granted to either the County Comnlissioners 
or Mr. Latham, the Register was informed in January, 1827, that this office, 
not being in possession of a survey of those confirmed lots, could not decide upon 
the rights of the respective parties until it was ascertained that there was no 
interference between those lots and that quarter section. A survey has not yet 
been forwarded to this office of the confirmed Peoria Claims, and until one is 
received the Case will have to be suspended." 

On the next day Senator Kane addressed to Stephen Stillman, of Peoria, the 
following letter : 

"Dear Sir:-I have delayed to (answer?) you until I could hear in answer 
to the application of your County Commissioners something satisfactory. I 
have waited, however, only to be informed of the embarrassments which surround 
the subject. I send all the papers received from the Comr. of Gen. Land Office, 
which gives as full a view of the matter as can be obtained. Present me respect- 
fully to the Commissioners with the assurance that it will a t  all times give me 
pleasure to attend to their requests whether made in an official or individual 
character. 

"With great respect, your obt. st., 
"E. K. KANE. 

"S. STILLMAN, EsQ." 
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On the 3d of March, 1830, the county commissioners' court made the fol- 
lowing order : 

"Ordered that Stephen Stillman be and he is hereby appointed a Special 
Agent on the part of the county of Peoria for the purpose of obtaining for the 
use of the county the right of soil to the North East fractional quarter of Section 
No. g, in Town Eight North and Range Eight East-with full power to act for 
the county in the Name & in behalf of County Commissioners, and that he be 
~articularly instructed & required to use his utmost exertions and all necessary 
means to procure if possible the title to said quarter Section, as it is considered 
of the utmost importance that it should be obtained immediately. 

"The Commissioners on the part of the county do hereby agree to accept 
any part of said quarter Section (be the same more or less) that may remain 
after deducting that which is appropriated by the law of Congress for Peoria 
Claims in lieu of a full quarter allowed by law to each new county. 

"The County Commissioners recommend that a special act of Congress be 
passed, granting to the county of Peoria the remaining part of the fractional 
quarter section after deducting the Peoria Claims, as aforesaid, let there be 
more or  less." 

On the 5th day of February, 1831, Elijah Hayward, Commissioner of the 
Land Office, addressed the following letter to Senator Kane: 

"Sir :-In reply to your inquiry respecting the entry of the village of Peoria, 
I beg leave to refer you to the letters to you from this office of the 28th of Janu- 
ary & 5th of May, 1830, and to state that as the Commissioners of the county of 
Peoria did not enter the fractional quarter, at the t iqe  they might have done 
so, under the instructions to the Land Officers, and as there now exist conflicting 
claims under different laws, to the same land, no entry of it by the County Com- I missioners will be authorized without special legislative provisions on the sub- 

I ject. With great respect, Sir." 

On the 7th day of March, following, the county commissioners' court, which 
then consisted of John Hamlin, George Sharp and Stephen French, made the fol- 
lowing order : 

"Ordered that Abner Eads be and he is hereby authorized to make a tender 
of money to the Register S: Receiver of the Land Office a t  Springfield, sufficient 
to purchase, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the frac- 
tional quarter section on which the County Seat is now located, being the N. E. 
of S. 9, T. 8 N. R. 8 E. in behalf and in the name of the County Commissioners 
of Peoria county, for the use of said county, and obtain from said Land Office a 
certificate of entry that a patent may be speedily obtained if possible. Said 
Eads is authorized to assure the Register & Receiver of the Land Office, that 
the Corn. of Peoria county for said county are willing to accept that part of the 
fractional quarter section before named which may remain after deducting what- 
ever portion may be set apart by the act of Congress granting Peoria Claims 
to the Old French settlers as surveyed by Wm. L. Hamilton in 1823. And said 
Eads is hereby authorized to call on the Treasurer for all specie or U. S. paper 
said Treasurer may have on hand and borrow the balance or a sufficient sum to 
purchase said fractional qr. Section." 

,4nd the years were still going into history with the matter unsettled. But 
no link in the chain has been left unrecorded, save that, on the 14th day of March, 
1831, a letter was addressed to the register of the land office at Springfield, the 
author of which is in doubt. From the fact, however, that it sets forth the case 
of the county in detail, it is presumed that William S. Hamilton, who had been 

i retained by the commissioners to take charge of the matter, prepared it. 
On July 3, 1832 the record shows the following entry: 

"Ordered that John Coyle and Aquilla Wren, two of the members of the 

I court, receive two liundred dollars from the county treasurer for the purpose of 
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making a tender of the same in the land office in payment for the fraction of 
land upon which the town of Peoria is located. 

"Ordered that the treasurer furnish the said Coyle & Wren with twenty- 
five dollars to bear their expenses on the foregoing order." 

When the September (1832) term of the commissioners' court sat, its mem- 
bers were con~posed of John Coyle, Aquilla Wren and Edwin S. Jones, and it 
was ordered that the treasurer pay Aquilla Wren nine dollars and John Coyle 
four dollars and fifty cents, to reimburse them for money expended in visiting 
the land office at Quincy, where they tendered the money for the county seat 
land. I t  might here be mentioned that the land office at Quincy had been estab- 
lished after the last memorial of the commissioners had been sent to congress. 

On the second day of the term the following entry was made: 
"Ordered that John Coyle, one of the members of this Court, receive of the 

County Treasurer two hundred and twenty dollars and repair with the same to 
the Land Office at Quincy, to make payment for the fraction of land upon which 
the County Seat is located. If the necessary papers or returns have not been 
furnished by the Surveyor General in the case the said Coyle is directed to go 
to the Surveyor General's Office in order to procure the papers that may be 
wanted; he is also directed to keep a bill of his expenses." 

At last congress, presumably through the efforts of the Illinois senators and 
congressmen, took a hand in the matter, and, on the second day of March, 1833, 
passed an act permitting the county of Peoria to enter the land assigned it by 
the Illinois legislature for county seat purposes. But this did not end the trouble, 
although it was the beginning of the end thereof. In  so far as Peoria county 
and the national government were concerned the incident was closed and a 
patent for the land was issued. 

John h.I. Moore, acting commissioner of the land office, on the 24th day of 
June, 1833, addressed the following letter to Isaac WJaters, clerk of the county 
commissioners' court : 

'iSir:-Your letter of the 5th ulto., has been received and I enclose herewith 
for your information a copy of a letter of this date to the Land Officers a t  Spring- 
field, Ill., in relation to the entry of the fractional quarter Section in which Peoria 
is situated, under the provisions of the act of Congress of the zd of March last." 

And on the same day the same officer addressed the following letter to the 
register and receiver of the land office a t  Springfield: 

"Gentlemen :-Under the provisions of the act of Congress of the 2d of March 
last 'to authorize the County Comrs. of the County of Peoria in the State of 
Illinois to enter a fractional quarter section of land for a Seat of Justice and for 
other purposes,' you will permit those Commissioners to enter & pay for the 
fractional quarter Section mentioned in said act. 

"The receipts, monthly returns and the certificate of purchase must all 
designate the entry as being made under this act, and the Certf. of Purchase 
must conform to the proviso to the 1st Section of the act by declaring that 'the 
said purchase shall not be so construed as to interfere with the claim or claims 
of any other person or persons to the said fractional quarter section,' and at 
the same time of making the entry the Con~missioners should deposit with you 
for transmission a duly executed instrument of writing stating that in making 
such entry they expressly exclude therefrom any lands or lot, within the limits 
of the fractional quarter Section, belonging to or lawfully claimed by another 
person or  persons." 

The last chapter in the long struggle of the county to secure a perfect title 
to the land for  its county seat ended when a compromise was effected with the 
heirs of James Latham, in settlement of their claim against the property. The 
first step in this direction led to the adjustment of the matter when, on the 28th 
day of May, 1834, an action of ejectment was commended in the circuit court, 
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a "friendly" action nominally to recover two lots in the town of Peoria, but 
actually to settle the title to the whole tract of land. The case was decided by 
the court on an agreed (by the attorneys) state of facts and taken to the supreme 
court. However, the case was finally settled out of court as the following will 
show : 

"Gentlemen:-I have this day been able to effect a compromise with the 
Lathams in the suit to recover our town. They have withdrawn their entry at 
the Land Office, given up their certificate of entry, and taken their money; and 
also withdrawn the suit now pending. I have given them my notes for seven 
hundred dollars as you will perceive by the receipts herewith enclosed. $500 is 
to be paid to them in six mos. and the other two hundred in twelve. You will 
perceive the arrangement is much less than what I was limited at. 

"As I have made myself responsible for the payment of the money, I wish 
the Court to pass orders in my favor for that amount and payable at the time 
these notes are due to enable me to meet the payment of the same. Say one 
order for $500 to 11e paid on the 17th of May, 1835, and one of $200 to be paid 

.on the 17th of November, 1835; I was not able to get them to relinquish up the 
bond they held for the two lots. Richard & Philip Latham, who I saw would 
not take any responsibility on their part on account of the other heirs; if it 
should be thought expedient to give them anything for their claim to those two 
lots it can be done yet, but the grand obstacle in the way of improvement is now 
settled and people can now make investments with perfect safety; I saw all the 
papers at the Land Office canceled and given up. If Mr. Waters has not yet 
made out a transcript of the docket he need not do it," 

This letter was accompanied by the following document signed by Stephen 
T. Logan, attorney for the Latham heirs: 

"Tohn Hamlin has this day executed to Richard Latham for the use of the 
heirs of James Latham his note for five hundred dollars payable in six months, 
also for one hundred dollars payable in twelve months, also at the request of 
said Lathams his note to S. T.  Logan for one hundred dollars payable in twelve 
months, in all amounting to seven hundred dollars, on a compromise of a suit 
brought by said Latham Heirs against said Hamlin & as a compromise by which 
Lathams are to withdraw in the Land Office at Springfield their entry on the 
fractional quarter Section on which the Town of Peoria Stands." 

On the 5th day of December, 1834, the cotlnty comn~issioners' court of Peoria 
county entered the following orders : 

"Ordered that the Treasurer pay John Hamlin five hundred dollars on the 
17th day of May, 1835, as con~pensation for a note for the said amount due at the 
said 17th May to the heirs of Judge Latham as a compromise of a law suit, etc." 

"Ordered that the Treasurer pay John Hamlin two hundred dollars on the 
17th day of Xovember, i\. D., 1835, as compensation a note given him to the 
heirs of Judge Latham completing the payment of the compromise on the la117 
suit, etc." 

"The $700 of the two last orders is the price of the compromise with the 
said heirs of Judge Lathan1 relinquishing their claim and withdrawing their 
entry at the Land Office for Peoria Town fraction." 





CHAPTER X'IV 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS' COURT-THE COUNTY SEAT IS NAMED 
PEORIA-GRAND AND PETIT JURY SELECTEWFINANCIAL CONDITION REPORTED- 
ELECTION PRECINCTS ESTABLISHE-COOK COUNTY A PART OF PEORIA COUNTY- 
FIRST ELECTION HELD I N  CHICAGO-COUNTY COURT SUPERSEDES BOARD O F  
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS-TOWNSHIP SYSTEM IS ADOPTE+THE PROBATE COURT. 

Owing to the importance of the county seat controversy, much space has been 
given that subject and the general proceedings of the commissioners' court 
ignored. But while that matter was taking its course and reaching a final adjust- 
ment the business affairs of the newly created bailiwick were in good hands and 
looked after in a business-like manner. The election for  county officials had 
been held March 7, 1825, and on the next day the con~missioners, Nathan Dillon, 
of Mackinaw Point, William Holland, of Peoria, and Joseph Smith, of Farm 
Creek, met at the house of Joseph Ogee, below the ferry landing, where the court 
was organized by its members taking the prescribed oath of office, and they a t  
once proceeded to perform the duties for which they were elected. Their first 
act was to appoint, or rather acquiesce in the appointment of Norman Hyde 
as clerk. Then Aaron Hawley was selected by the court as  county treasurer 
and the county seat was named Peoria. Another measure of importance tran- 
sacted was the levying of a county tax of one-half of one per cent upon the 
taxable property of the county. 

The next session called for the performance of an important function of the 
commissioners, that of selecting a grand and petit jury, as the first term of the 
circuit court would sit in the following June. The sheriff was ordered and 
performed his duty in summoning the following named persons to serve as grand 
jurors: William Eads, Abner Eads, Alva Moffatt, Elijah Hyde, Noah Beacham, 
Sr., William Wright, John Ridgeman, Robert Berrisford, Josiah Fulton, Thomas 
Gamblin, John Phillips, George Ish, David Matthews, Jacob Wilson, Elisha Fish, 
Isaac Perkins, Nathaniel Cromwell, Walter Dillon, William Davis, Alexander 
McNaughton, George Sharp, Austin Crocker, Augustus Langworthy, Allen 
Dougherty. The following were selected as petit jurors: Stephen French, 
Joseph Ogee, Abner Cooper, George Love, Joseph O'Brien, Elias P. Avery, 
Thomas Dillon, Jesse Dillon, Seth Wilson, John Klein, George Klein, Stephen 

' Carle, James Walker. At the June session these names were added: Horace 
Crocker, Noah Beacham, Jr., Aquilla Moffatt, Henry Neely, William Smith. 
Charles Love, John Sharp, William Barker, John Cooper, David Hukey, Philip 
Latham. I t  was at this term of the commissioners' court that Norman Hyde, 
who had been elected probate judge, as stated heretofore, resigned his office as 
clerk, to take up the duties for  which he first had been chosen. For services ren- I dered as clerk and stationery furnished by him the treasurer was ordered to pay 

I him $12.50 and the court appointed John Dixon as his successor. At this same 
June session Rivers Cormack was appointed by the court to take the census of 
the county, but declined to qualify and at a subsequent term of the court John L. 
Bogardus was selected for the work desired. Being empowered to appoint 
justices of the peace, under confirmation of the governor, Stephen French, Nathan I Dillon, John Phillips and Jacob Wilson were so selected immediately after the 
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orgat~ization of the county and during the same year John Kinzie, of Chicago, 
and John Dixon and John L. Bogardus, of Peoria, were appointed. During the 
July session of the court other recommendations were made to the governor 
for the appointment of justices, and Frederick A. Countryman, Elijah Hyde 
and Hiram M. Curry were appointed constables. For the same office Archibald 
Clyborne, of Chicago, was appointed. But, in 1827, the legislature passed an 
act making the offices of justice of the peace and constable elective, so that no 
further appointments to th6m were made by the commissioners' court. 

At the December term the sheriff made his report, which is here given, as it 
is an index to the financial condition of the county for the first fractional year 
of its existence, and the attention of the reader is called to the fact that the 
"state paper" which is an important item mentioned was, at that time, worth 
about fifty cents on the dollar: 

"Dr. To amount of taxes as returned by Assessor, including 
. .  twenty dollars received from Clerk for tavern license.. $339.15 

Cr. By amount of bad debts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$ 29.90 
Uy County orders and percentage on same. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  105.04 
By State paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46.50 
By State paper, including interest thereon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21.60 
By $33.45 in specie, being equal in State paper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  66.90 
By State paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19.21 $289.15 

At this term the county was divided into three election precincts. "The Chicago 
Precinct" to contain all that part of the county east of the mouth of the La Page 
river ~vhere it empties its waters into the Aux Plain ; the elections to be held at the 
Agency House or "Cobwel~ Hall," and Abner (Alexander?) Wolcott, John Kinzie 
and J. U. Beaubien to be judges at all general and special elections. 

"Peoria Precinct" to contain all that tract of country north and west of the 
Illinois river and (east of the river-Ed.) north of township twenty-four and 
west of the third principal meridian, the elections to be held at the clerk's office 
and Stephen French, Abner Eads and John Phillips to be judges. 

"Rtaclcinaw Precinct" to contain the residue of the county, the elections to be 
held at the house of Jesse Dillon, and Isaac Perkins, William Eads and Thomas 
Dillon to be judges. The Mackinaw precinct was the smallest, territorially, of the 
three, doubtless for the reason it had a greater population. 

ilnother election precinct was added to the others at the March, 1826, session 
and designated as the "Fox River Precinct." I t  contained all that district of 
country north of Senachwine creek and the Dupage river, and it was ordered 
that the place for holding elections therein should be at the house of Jesse Walker, 
near the junction of the Illinois and Fox rivers, and that Aaron Hawley, Henry 
Allen and James Wallier be the judges. Still another precinct was added, at the 
June session, known as the "Fever River Precinct," which comprised the counties 
of Warren and Mercer. The house of Dr. Garland was chosen as the place for 
holding elections. At this term Stephen French and Isaac Perkins were appointed 
overseers of the poor and John Hamlin and Archibald Allen "fence viewers," 
whatever that may have been. 

FIRST ELECTION HELD I N  CHICAGO I 
At the September term of the commissioners' court, the following persons were 

ordered paid certain allowances : 
To John Kinzie, John E. Reaubien, and B. Caldwell, judges, and Archibald 

Clyborne, clerk, each one dollar; and to John K. Clark, sixteen dollars, for return- 
ing polls of the election held at Chicago in the preceding month of August ( 1826)~ 
and to John Kinzie $1.50 for a ballot box used at said election. This was the 
first election ever held in Chicago and a much more peaceful one than some others 
of later years. 
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In the election of 1826, which took place in August, the candidates for county 
commissioners were Nathan Dillon, William Holland, John Hamlin, Stephen 

1 French, Hiram M. Curry, Rivers Cormack and Gideon Hawley. The successful 
I 

ones were Nathan Dillon, William Holland and John Hamlin. This court held 
i a term in December, at which time the sheriff made his second report as follows: 

/ "To amount returned by Assessor's books.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I 

-$ 855.93 
1 DEBIT 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  To amount in State Paper equal to . .  641 -93 ......................... To balance in treasury, December, 1825. 54.15% 
To overcharge for collecting the above.. ......................... 10.25 
To order on State Treasurer, 1825.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1oo.00 
To amount of fines collected.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16.50 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  To amount of tavern licenses.. 3-00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  To amount of sale of town lots.. 21.00 

To amount of State Treasurer, 1826. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  168.75 
To amount collected from list of bad debts, 1825.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.82% 

CREDIT 

$1 ,022,43%" 
"By arnount of delinquent tax list for which the Sheriff is allowed until 

the Afarcl~ term to collect, it being State Paper, $416.69% 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  equal to .$312.52 

By amount lost by collecting at Chicago at 50 per cent. ............... 27-05 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  By county orders amounting to . .  358.65 

By percentage for collecting the above $64.40%, on which commission 
has been paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22.08 

By percentage on above orders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7.175 

$728.07% 

$294.35%i7' 

4 special meeting of the commissioners was held in March, 1827, and a tax 
levy was made of one-half of one per cent. George Sharp was appointed county 
treasurer and his bond fixed at $2,000. If Sharp served as treasurer it could 
not have been for long, as the records show that at  the April term John Birket 
was appointed to the office, but having declined the honor (if any), Norman Hyde 
was chosen in his stead. A session of the court was held in June. A new elec- 
tion precinct was created and named "La Salle Precinct." I t  embraced all that 
territory north of the south line of township 10 north, and south and west of 
Sand river; and Peoria precinct to embrace all of Peoria county proper, south of 
the north line of township 9 north. It also appears by the record that further 
difficulty had been encountered in securing a suitable person for the office of county 
treasurer, for the reason that Simeon Crozier had been appointed to succeed Nor- 
man Hyde and his bond fixed at $2,000. 

As has been heretolore related a new commissioners' court had been elected 
in August, 1826, but at the June term of 1827 only one of the members elected, 
Tohn Hamlin, was present. His associates were George Sharp and Henry Thomas, 

1 but by what process they superseded Nathan Dillon and William Holland, the 
1 records fail to denote. At the October term it was ordered that state paper be 

received by the county treasurer at seventy-five cents on the dollar, which would 
be an indication that the credit of the state had improved in the course of two 
years at least twenty-five per cent. 

The members for the commissioners' court elected in August, 1828, were Isaac 
Egman, George Sharp and Francis Thomas. Orin Hamlin, sheriff. A session 
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of the court was held in September and John Hamlin was appointed treasurer 
with bond at $1,000. At this term "Henderson precinct" was created, embrac- 
ing Mercer and Warren counties. Francis Thomas did not qualify as commis- 
sioner until the December term. 

The office of county treasurer seems to have "gone a beggin'." Several ap- 
pointees to the office had declined or failed to qualify. The last one to decline - the office was John Hamlin, at the May session of the year 1829, and in his place 
Henry B. Stillman was named, with bond in the sum of $1,000. Stillman served 
almost a year and within that time furnished the county with seals; one for the 
commissioners' court, one for the probate court and one for the circuit court, and 
a t  the September term he was allowed five dollars for  each. Judge McCulloch, 
'in his history of Peoria county describes the seal of the circuit court as having 
been "a flat piece of metal like a coin; a piece of paper would be laid on the 
face of it and rubbed with lead to give the impression of the inscription, and this 
would be fastened to the official document by means of a large wafer." 

Once again the personnel of the county treasurer's office was changed. At 
the March term Isaac Waters was appointed county treasurer, assessor and 
census taker, his bond being placed at $1,000. John Dillon resigned as clerk 
of the comn~issioners' court and Stephen Stillman became his successor. 

Fox Iiiver precinct was reorganized at the June session, its new boundaries 
being fixed as follows: Commencing at the northeast boundary of the Military 
Land and including the country north and west of the Desplaines river as far 
north as the north line of township 34 north, extending west as far as the east 
line of Jo Daviess county. 

In August, 1830, George Sharp, John Hamlin and Stephen French were 
elected county con~missioners and at the September term of the court were 
sworn into office. An interesting item recorded at that term was the allowance 
of five dollars to Elisha Fulton for carrying the abstract of votes to Fulton 
,county and one dollar to Augustus Langworthy, for the use of his horse upon 
which Fulton rode to his destination. The minutes of the December session show 
that the clerlc was ordered to transmit to the sheriff of Warren county the tax 
books maintained for that county, at the request in writing of the county com- 
missioners' court, and that the said commissioners' court of Warren county be 
requested to send the amount of sixteen dollars, due Peoria county for assessing 
the property, by mail as soon as convenient. This item would indicate that 
Warren county had taken control of its own affairs and had been released from 
the jurisdiction of Peoria county. 

At the April (1831) session of the court, Resolved Cleveland qualified as 
county commissioner and fulfilled the duties of George Sharp, whose death had 
made a vacancy. Isaac Waters was appointed county treasurer. 

By this time, the counties of Cook, Warren, Tazewell, Putnam and other 
counties which had remained attached to Peoria county when the latter was 
created, became separate organizations and for that reason the Chicago, Hen- 
derson and Fox River precincts became extinct. 

Those remaining in 1831 were Peoria, L a  Salle and La Marsh, and the 
judges of elections were thenceforth only appointed for those precincts. 

In December a session of the court was held and John Hamlin having re- 
signed as a member, John Coyle was qualified as his successor, Coyle previously 
having been elected to the office. At the session held in March, 1832, Aquilla 
Wren became a member of the court, Stephen French having resigned. 

The members of the court in the session of September, 1832, were Edward 
J. Jones, John Coyle and Aquilla Wren. At  this term Isaac Waters was allowed 
$1.50 for a record book purchased for the court, and seven dollars for attending 
the canvass of votes for  senator and representative at Hennepin. Jesse Walker 
was allowed sixteen dollars for bringing the election returns from Chicago in 
I 830. 

Seth Fulton was allowed one dollar, at the March term of 1833, for the use 
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of a room in which the presidential election had been held the previous year. 
Orin Hamlin, Alva and Aquilla Moffatt were granted leave to build a mill dam 
in Limestone township, on section IS, long known as the Monroe mill. For this 
session of the court Stephen Stillman was allowed five dollars for the use of a 
room. Before the expiration of the year Asahel Hale was appointed county 
treasurer and reappointed in 1834 and 1835. From the fact that his bond was 
fixed a t  $ro,ooo under the last two appointments, the reader may gather that 
the affairs of the county were "looking up" and the responsibilities of the office 
were "assuring proportions." As a matter of fact, the sum of $5,560.37 passed 
through the treasurer's hands in 1835, the largest amount the treasurer had 
ever handled in his official capacity. This can be accounted for by the generous 
sale of town lots, going on a t  that period and which had been delayed throughout 
the previous years, by reason of the difficulty the county experienced in securing 
a patent for the land from the government and perfecting its title thereto. 

At the April session of court, in the year 1835, the infirmities of years and 
other disabilities of Isaac Waters had become so apparent that he was removed 
from the office of clerk of the county commissioners' court and William Mitchell 
was appointed his successor. Waters had been one of the faithful pioneer ser- 
vants of the new county of Peoria and had served as clerk five continuous years. 
By reason of his infirmities of body and brain it also became necessary to ap- 
point in his stead a clerk of the circuit court. This was accomplished by the 
selection of Lewis Bigelow, for the position, Judge Thomas Ford, afterwards 
governor of the state, making the appointment, July 13, 1835. 

The court for the September term, of the year 1834, was made up of Andrew 
Thorpe, John Coyle and Orin Hamlin, and continued in office until August, 
1836, when Aquilla Wren, William J. Phelps and Samuel T. McKean were 
elected. These latter were succeeded, in August, 1838, by Smith Frye, Clark 
D. Powell and Moses Harlan. From this time on the tenure of the office was 
three years, one member being elected each year. Those elected to the office 
under the new law were: Clark D. Powell, August, 1839; William Hale, January 
10, 1840, to fill the vacancy made by the election of Moses Harlan to the legis- 
lature; Kathaniel Chapin, August, 1840; Smith Frye, August, 1841 ; Thomas P. 
Smith and Clementius Ewalt, August, 1842,'one to fill the vacancy caused by 
the election of Smith Frye to the office of sheriff; William Dawson, 1843; 
Clementius Ewalt, 1844 ; Thomas P. Smith, 1845 ; Thomas hlooney, 1846 ; 
Tames L. Riggs, 1847; Joseph Ladd, 1848. On the 23d day of November, 1849, 
Ihe last term of the county commissioners' court was held. 

Cy the year 1837 the population had been greatly increased, so much so that 
the necessity for a larger number of ~jrecincts was self evident. Therefore, at 
the June term of the commissioners' court the county was laid off into thirteen 
precincts, namely : 

No. I to consist of fractional township 11 north, range 9 east (now Chilli- 
cothe) known as Senachwine precinct, the election to be held at the house of 
William Dunlap in Chillicothe. 

No. 2. Northampton, to consist of township 11 north, range 8 east (now 
Hallock), the elections to be held at the house of Reuben B. Hamlin. 

No. 3. Prince's Grove, to consist of townships 11 north, range 6 east, and 
11 north, range 7 east (now Princeville and Akron), the elections to be held at 
the schoolhouse at Prince's Grove. 

No. 4. Rochester, to consist of township 11 north, range 5 east (now 

1 Millbrook), the elections to be held at the schoolhouse in Rochester. 
No. 5. Charleston, to consist of township ro north, range 5 east and east 

one-half (properly west one-half) of township 10 north, range 6 east (that is 1 to say all of Brimfield and the west half of Jubilee), the election to be held at 

/ the house of Daniel Belcher in Charleston (now Brimfield). 
No. 6. La Grange, to consist of sections No. I to 24 in each of the town- 

ships No. 9 north, range 6 east, and g north, range 7 east, the east half of town- 
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ship 10 north, range 6 east, and all of township 10 north, range 7 east (that is I 
to say the north two-thirds of townships Rosefield and Kickapoo, the east half 
of Jubilee, and all of Radnor), the elections to be held at the house of Lewis 
Coolidge. 

No. 7. La Salle, to consist of townships 10 north, range 8 east, and 10 
north, range 9 east (all of Medina and Rome), the elections to be held at  the 
house of Jefferson Taliafero. 

No. 8. Peoria, to consist of sections I to 4, g to 12, 13 to 16, 21 to 24, 25 to 

1 
28, 33 to 36 in township 8 north, range 7 east; sections 25 to 28 and 32 to 36 in 
township 9 north, range 7 east, and all of fractional township 8 north, range 
8 east (that is to say, the east two-thirds of Limestone and eight sections ad- 

I 
joining the same in the southeast corner of Kickapoo, and all of Peoria and 
Richwoods), the elections to be held at the court house. 

No. g. .Middle, to consist of township 8 north, range 6 east; sections 25 to 
36 in township 9 north, range 6 east; sections 5 to 8, 17 to 20, 29 to 32 in town- 
ship 8 north, range 7 east; and sections 29 to 32 in township g, range 7 east 
(that is to say all of Logan, the south one-third of Rosefield, the west one-third 
of Limestone and four sections in the southwest corner of Kickapoo), the elec- 
tions to be held at the house of Thomas P. Smith, at Smithville. 

No. 10. Harkness, to consist of township g north, range 5 east (Elmwood), 
the elections to be held at the house of John Ewalt. 

No. 11. Copperas, to consist of township 8 north, range 5 east (Trivoli), 
the elections to be held at the house of Joseph Berry. 

No. 12. LaMarsh, to consist of township 7 north, range 6 east, and 6 north, 
range 6 east (Timber), the elections to be held at the house of William Duffield. 

No. 13. Lafayette, to consist of township 7 north, range 7 east (Hollis), 
the elections to be held at the house of Francis Johnson. 

At the March term, 1840, township 10 north, range 7 east (Radnor) was 
constituted an election precinct to be called Benton, the elections to be held at 
the house of Alva Dunlap. 

At the same term township 9 north, range 8 east (Richwoods) was consti- 1 
tuted an election precinct by the name of Jackson, the elections to be held at 
the house of John Clifton. 

At the September term, 1841, the name of La~Marsh precinct was changed to , Lancaster precinct. 
I 

At the March term, 1842, sections 31 and 32 in township 11 north, range 
9 east all of fractional 10 north, range g east; sections I ,  2, IT and 12, 13, 14, 
23, 24, 2j,  26 and 35 in township 10 north, range 8 east (that is to say, the south 
tier of Chillicothe, all of Rome and one-third of Medina) were formed into a 
precinct called Rome, but at  the June term, 1842, sections 31 and 32, township 
11 north, range g east, were taken from Rome and re-attached to Senachwine. 
At the June term, 1843, sections 25 to 36 in township g north, range 7 east and 
sections I to 17, 20 to 30 and 34 to 36, in township 8 north, range 7 east (that 
is to say, the south one-third of Kickapoo and all of Limestone, with the excep- 
tion of five sections in the southwest corner) were constituted a precinct to be 
known as the Limestone precinct, the elections to be held at the house of James 
Jones. . 

This was the condition of the county when S. De Witt Drown published 
his map of the same in 1844. Subsequently at the June term, 1847, section 32, 
8 north, 7 east, was taken from the middle and added to Limestone precinct. 

At the June term, 1848, the Rome and La  Salle precincts were vacated and 
a new precinct called La Salle was constituted out of the following territory: 
Sections I ,  2, 3, east half of 4, east half of g, all of 10 to 15, the east half of 
16, east half of 21, all of 22 to 27, east half of 28, east half of 33, all of 34 and 
35, in township 10 north, range 8 east, and all of fractional township 10 north. 
range g east (that is to say, all of Medina east of a line running through the 
center of sections 4, g, 16, 21, 28 and 33, and all of Rome), the elections to 
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be held at the house of Thomas Mooney, subsequently in obedience to a vote 
of the people at the August election, changed to the house of Thomas B. Reed. 

In 1849 this section was visited by the scourge of cholera and many were 
the deaths that followed in its trail. The stricken became so numerous and 
the disease was so deadly that few of those left untouched by its ravaging 
hand had the temerity to nurse the sick and dying. Hence it was that the 
Peoria board of health was forced to find some place to house and segregate 
cholera patients and, on July 11 of the year above mentioned, the county com- 
missioners' court was prevailed upon to grant the use of the three upper rooms 
in the court house for hospital purposes. In  addition, the county furnished beds 
and necessary medicines and delicacies for both town and county patients. At 
a special term of the court held in September, Alva Moffatt was given the 
contract to furnish coal for the court house and jail at five cents a bushel, and 
William Compher was authorized to procure three hundred dollars to be ex- 
pended in Pittsburg for iron used for the roof of the county jail. At this time 
William Mitchell was clerk, but before the next session of the court, held in 
November following, he fell a victim of cholera. Ralph Hamlin was appointed 
his successor and, on the 23d day of November, 1849, the last term of the com- 
missioners' court was held, it ceasing to exist, a county court having been provided 
for by law. 

COUNTY COURT 

,4t the election held in the fall of 1849, Thomas Bryant was elected county 
judge, who superseded the county commissioners' court in the transaction of 
the county's business. The first term of the county court was held on the 3d 
day of December, 1849, but in the spring of 1850, a board of supervisors had 
been elected, which took full management of the county's affairs on the 9th of 
July following. The question of adopting the "township system" of govern- 
ment had been submitted to a vote of the electors in the fall of 1849, which 
resulted in a majority vote of 2,128 being cast in its favor., There were only 
nineteen votes in the negative. David Sanborn, George Holmes and Mark Aiken 
were appointed commissioners to divide the county into townships and the first 
election of supervisors was held in April, 1850. The newly elected body held 
its first meeting on the 8th day of April, 1850, at which time the twelve town- 
ships then organized were represented by the following named persons: 

Townships Supervisors 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hollis. .Stephen Wheeler 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rosefield. .John Combs 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Orange Samuel Dimon 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richwoods. Josiah Fulton 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chillicothe .Charles S. Struther 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Benton. .Jonathan Brassfield 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Akron. Benjamin Slane 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Limestone. .Isaac Brown 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Princeville. L. B. Cornwell 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jubilee. .William W. Church 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  tMillbrook. .Clark W. Stanton 

.................................... Trivoli. .David R. Gregory 

Samuel Dimon was elected by his fellow members chairman of the hoard, 
and Charles Killette was clerk. 

In the June (1850) meeting of the board Orange township was given the 
name of Kickapoo, Benton was changed to Fremont and later the name was 
discarded for  that of Radnor, in honor of one of the pioneers of that region. 

The last session of the county commissioners' court was a special one, which 
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lasted three days and adjourned on Friday, November 23, 1849. The first term 
of the county court was held December 3, 1849, and the last term on the 4th 
day of June, 1850. 

T H E  PROBATE COURT 

In  the legislative act creating the county of Peoria, provision was made for 
the election of a probate judge for the county, whose tenure of office should be 
during good behavior. The probate courts were first established by law Feb- 
ruary 10, 1821, and their jurisdiction was similar to that of the probate courts 
of the present day, although many changes had been made as the years went by. 
They were courts of record and the judge also acted as his own clerk. Norman 
Hyde was the first incumbent of this office and was elected within a day or 
two after the passage of the bill organizing the county. Governor Edward 
Coles issued to him his commission on the 18th day of January, 1825, but he 
did not clualify until the 4th day of June following, John Dixon, clerk of the 
circuit court administering the oath of office. In  the meantime, Mr. Hyde had 
been appointed clerk of the comn~issioners' court and performed the duties 
of that office until his induction into the office of probate judge. On the 6th 
of June, 1825, Judge Hyde opened his court, but there being no matters for 
settlement, an adjournment was taken until the next term, and so on for the 
next four terms the court was without anything to do and a t  once adjourned 
for that reason. I t  was not until the 30th day of September, 1825, that the 
first estate of a deceased person was entered in the court. O n  that day John 
Barker took out letters of administration upon the estate of John O'Brien, giv- 
ing bond in the sum of $800, with John I,. Eogardus and Daniel Like as securi- 
ties. The court then adjourned, that having been all the business before it. 
Nothing came up before the court until December sth, when the will of Isaac 
Remsden, Jr., made in Muskingum county, Ohio, dated May 13, 1825, was 
probated. The witnesses to the will were Thomas Eel1 and Gilbert Crandall. 
Letters of administration were issued to  Jacob Crooks. 

No business was brought before the court until April 11, 1826, several ad- 
journments having been taken in the meantime. On  this day Isaac Perkins was 
appointed administrator of the estate of Elza Bethard, deceased. However, 
a t  the October term, Handy Bethard proved hinlself to be the next of kin and 
the letters of administration granted Perkins were revoked and Eethard was 
appointed in his stead. 

WHEREIN CHICAGO FIGURES 

Alexander Wolcott appeared a t  the April (1826) term of court and made 
proof of the death of John Crafts of Chicago, a prominent member of the 
American Fur  Con~pany. Upon filing a bond of $3,000, Wolcott was issued 
letters testamentary, having for his sureties John Kinzie, of Chicago, and John 
Latham. On the 20th day of November, 1826, Wolcott submitted his appraise- 
inent and sale bills of the estate, which were recorded. T h e  appraisers were 
John Kinzie and "Billy" Caldwell, both of Chicago. On  this day also came 
Jacob Crooks, administrator of the estate of Isaac Remsden and filed his ap- 
praisement of the estate, made by Alexander McNaughton, John Griffith and 
Hugh Montgomery, and sworn to before 'Squire John Dillon. 

O n  the 10th day of December, John Earker, as executor of the estate of 
Joseph O'Erien, filed his appraisement of property of the deceased, which had 
been sworn to before Stephen French, justice of the peace. On  the next day 
Margaret Lathain and Richard Latham, her son, were appointed administrators 
of the estate of James Latham (the same who claimed title to part of the town 
site of Peoria) deceased, Benjamin Briggs, Grant Blackwell and John Hamlin 
becoming their sureties on a bond of $2,000. 
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I The first final settlement of an estate in Peoria county was that of Joseph 
O'Brien, John Barker, on the 16th day of April, 1826, having filed his final 
account, which showed a balance for distribution among the heirs of $416.31%. 

The appraisement of the property of James Latham was made by Peter G. 
Cowerdin, Charles Finley and Grant Blackwell, and an additional appraise- 
ment was made by John Hamlin, John Barker and Henry Neely, and sworn 
to before John L. Bogardus, of Peoria. The papers showed that after the 
deduction of expenses a balance of $968.21 remained. This appraisement was 

I filed by Richard Latham, April 19, 1827. On the 8th day of January, 1828, 
Richard Latham filed the sale bill of James Latham's property at Elkhart 
Grove, Sangamon county, amounting to $722.46, of which the widow's award 

I was Alexander $301.75. Wolcott. administrator. closed UD the affairs of the estate of 
John Crafts, in which, among othei  items, he' charged himself with $2,500, 
received from the American Fur  Company in New York, Craft's share of 
profits on the Chicago assets for 1825-6, according to the award of Thomas 
Addis Emmet, a noted lawyer of New York city, arbiter in the matter. After 
crediting himself with an item of $784, being the amount of an account of the 
American Fur Company against the estate, one of John Kinzie's for $87.88 
and one of Gurdon S. Hubbard for $22, a balance was shown in favor of the 
heirs in the sun1 of $1,454.25. On the same day Wolcott made proof of the 
death of John Kinzie, of Chicago, and was granted letters testamentary on 
his estate, the bond being placed at $3,000, with John Beaubien and James 
Kinzie as sureties. On the 19th day of May, Wolcott filed a schedule of the 
property of John Kinzie, made at Chicago, on April 22d, by Alexander Doyle 
and J. B. Beaubien and acknowledged by R. A. Kinzie, clerk. The property 
amounted to $805.40, plus a sale bill amounting to $253.875. 

Josiah Fulton applied for letters of administration upon the estate of his 
brother, Samuel Fulton, late sheriff of Peoria county, December 4, 1829. He 
was appointed administrator and the bond was fixed at $1,000. An appraise- 
ment was made of the estate by H. E. Stillman and Norman Hyde and filed 
with the court. 

On the 17th day of December, 1830, John B. Beaubien obtained letters of 
administration upon the estate of Francis La Frambois, of Chicago. John 
Hamlin and David Hunter were his sureties on a bond of $3,000. On the same 
day, David Hunter proved the death of Alexander Wolcott and was appointed 
administrator, debonis notz of the estate of John Kinzie, late of Chicago. His 
bond was $3,000 and with him signed John B. Beaubien and John Hamlin. 
By this time the reader must have gathered the idea that the two men just 
mentioned were professional bondsmen. 

Francis Sharp, on the 27th day of January, 1831, proved the death of his 
father, George Sharp, a member of the county commissioners' court. Letters 
of administration were granted him and Elizabeth Sharp, the widow of the 
deceased, with bond of $4,000. The sureties were John Hamlin and Alexander 
Caldwell. The inventory and sale bill of the estate was filed in May, which 
showed a personal estate amounting to $524.06%. On the same day David 
Hunter, administrator of the estate of John Kinzie, filed a report, showing he 
had received from various sources the sum of $740.25 due the estate. The 
report also showed that the sum of $2,190.12 was due the estate from the 
American Fur Company, with interest at five per cent from May 12, 1828. 

The David Hunter here mentioned was a man of no ordinary distinction. 
He was an officer in the regular army and was for some time in command of 
Fort Dearborn. During the Civil war he became one of the leaders among 
the many brave coinmanders in the army and rose to the rank of major-general. 

The last entry made by Judge Norman Hyde was the notation on his record 
of the adjournment of court February 6, 1832, as his death occurred soon 
thereafter. His successor, in the person of Andrew M. Hunt, was commis-' 
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sioned as judge of the probate court, by Governor John Reynolds, November 
10, 1832, and on the I 5th day of November took his seat on the bench. On the . 

21st day of November John Hamlin and Simon Reed filed the will of Norman 
Hyde, in which John Hamlin, Simon Reed and Andrew M. Hunt were named 
as executors. Only the first two could qualify, as the latter had become the 1 
judge of the court before whom the estate must be settled. 

The office of probate judge was abolished by act of the legislature March 
4, 1837. But an additional justice of the peace, styled probate justice of the 
peace, was elected in August of that year, whose jurisdiction was the same as 
other justices, in addition to which he was clothed with authority and minis- 
terial powers in probate matters and jurisdiction when executors or adminis- 
trators were parties to a suit to the amount of $1,000; also the same judicial 
powers of a probate judge. However, all his acts were subject to the approval 
of the circuit court. I t  will be seen, therefore, that Judge Andrew M. Hunt's 
official career was a short one. At the election held in August, 1837, George 
B. Parker was elected the first probate justice of the peace. In 1839 he was 
succeeded by Dr. Edward Dickinson, who served until 1843, when William H. 
Fessenden was elected. Thomas Bryant followed Fessenden in 1847 and re- 
tained the office until November 29, 1849, when the office was abolished. 



CHAPTER XV 

SELECTION O F  A SITE FOR AND ERECTION OF A COURT IIOUSE-CIRCUIT CaURT- 
JAILS-THE FIRST COURT HOUSE, SO-CALLED, A LOG CABIN-THE FIRST BUILD- 
I N G  ERECTED BY THE COUNTY A BRICK STRUCTURE-THE SECOND COURT HOUSE 
-COUNTY INFIRMARY-HOME FOR THE INSANE-COUNTY OFFICERS. 

One of the first orders entered in the minute book of the county commis- 
sioners' court, at its first term, was for the selection of a site and the erection 
thereon of a court house, the same to  be twenty feet square and nine feet from 
the floor to the joists, with a good plank or puncheon floor; also a clerk's office 
fourteen feet square, with a good puncheon floor, both to be of good materials 
and finished in a workmanlike manner-the clerk's office to be ready for occu- 
pancy by the 20th day of April, and the court house on the 25th day of May. 
Four days later the order for these buildings was rescinded. 

The first court house, or  rather, the first meeting place of the county com- 
missioners, was at the house of Joseph Ogee, below the ferry and some dis- 
tance from the tract of land designated by the legislature for the county seat, 
and for the use of the house Ogee was allowed one dollar. This place had 
also been chosen in which to hold the circuit court, and the records show that 
the November term of the circuit court was held at the Ogee home and the 
May term of the commissioners' court in 1826, for the use of which Ogee was 
allowed three dollars. The next term of the circuit court was held a t  the 
house of Louis Beeson, who a t  the December term, was allowed for  the use of 
his house the sum of $16. Joseph Ogee was a half-breed, with a strain of 
French blood. His wife was a Pottawatomie. H e  was in the employ of the 
American Fur Company, as was also Beeson. The Ogee house was reputed 
to have been the best in Peoria at the time of which we write, being con- 
structed of hewn logs, and this probably accounts for his place being chosen by 
the courts for their meetings. I t  is surmised that the Beeson house was the 
same as that mentioned as Ogee, for the latter had moved from the settle- 
ment soon after the May (1826) term of the commissioners' court. In  Drown's 
Historical View of Peoria, published in 184.4, a writer, presumably John Ham- 

4 4  lin, says the house in which the court was held in November, 1826, was a log 
building on the bank of the river, in which jurors slept on their blankets on 
the floor." 

THE CIRCU-IT COURT 

In the session of the legislature which convened in December, 1824, the 
judiciary of the state was reorganized and divided into five judicial circuits 
and in the same act five circuit judgeships were created. Prior to this, members 
of the supreme court of the state held the circuit courts. The first circuit was 
composed of the counties of Sangamon, Pike, Fulton, Morgan, Greene and 
Montgomery, and the judge for this district, as for the others, was elected by 
the general assembly, their commissions being dated on the 19th day of Janu- 
ary, 1825. John Sawyer was elected to the first circuit, to which Peoria county 
upon its organization, was attached. The first term of the circuit court in the 
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first district convened on the 14th day of November, 1825, with John York I 
Sawyer, judge ; John Dixon, clerk ; Samuel Fulton, sheriff ; James Turney, 
attorney general. Judge Sawyer was a large man, physically, and of an impos- 
ing appearance. H e  was a terror to evil-doers and severe upon criminals. An 
incident related of him in this connection is that of a man who had been con- 

\ 
victed of petty larceny, the penalty for which was a whipping on the bare back, 
the stripes not to exceed forty. The attorney for the defendant had made a 
motion for a new trial, but before the question was argued the attorney's atten- 
tion was called temporarily to some other matter and in his absence the  judge 
ordered the offender to be punished according to law by being tied to a tree 
near the court house. I t  is said that Judge Sawyer witnessed the whipping 
from his seat on the bench, counting the stripes as they were laid on. When the 
job was finished, and not until then, the defendant's attorney appeared and he 
was informed by the judge that he could have a new trial if he wished; but the 
defendant was averse to anything of the kind, having protested that he had had 
trials enough. 

I t  will have been seen that the county commissioners' court at its April 
term in 1825 had ordered the sheriff to summon grand and petit jurors selected r\ 

at  the first term of the court to appear on the second Monday in June, but 1 
there is no record of any court having been held on that date and it is therefore 
presumed that the first term was convened in the month of November. Only 
sixteen of the twenty-four grand jurors selected, appeared, namely : John Ham- 
lin, Stephen French, Thomas Dillon, Henry Thomas, George Harlan, Isaac 
Waters. Augustus Langworthy, George Sharp, Seth Wilson, John Klein, George 
Klein, Isaac Perkins, John Phillips and Major Donaho. The grand jury re- 
turned five indictments, one of which was for murder, two for assault and two 

1 
for minor offenses. 

The murder case referred to brought to Peoria nearly all of the settlers 
of this locality. The prisoner at the bar was an Indian named Nomaque, who 
was charged with the killing of a Frenchman by the name of Pierre Landre. 
Jacques Mette and Joseph Ogee were appointed interpreters. William S. Ham- 
ilton was counsel for  the defendant but great difficulty was encountered in 
obtaining a jury. The following named persons, however, were empaneled: 
Austin Crocker, Allen S. Daugl~erty, Alexander McNaughton, Nathan Dillon, 
Henry Neely, William Woodrow, Peter Dumont, Aaron Reed, Abram Galentine, 
Josiah Fulton, Cornelius Doty and David Matthews. This jary convicted 
Nomaque, and Hamilton carried the case to the supreme court, where he ob- 
tained a reversal of the judgment, but the Indian was held as a prisoner until 
the next grand jury should pass upon the case. The other indictments found 
a t  this term were against Joseph Ogee and Jacob Frank for an affray; Levi 
Ellis and Lyman Leonard charged with a like offense; Abner Cooper for as- 
sault and battery; and John Griffin, charged also with assault and battery. 
During this term William S. Hamilton was twice fined by the court for con- 
tempt. At  this term Judge York issued peremptory writs to compel the ap- 
pearance of Louis Beeson, Pierre Chevilire, Francis Borbonnie, Sr., Francis 
Borbonnie, Jr., and Antoine Borbon, who had failed to recognize the original 
summons for their appearances as witnesses in the Nomaque case. 

The duration of the first term of court was four days and no other term 
was held until in October, 1826, when Judge York again sat upon the bench. 
The most important case to be tried was that of Nomaque, the Indian, against 
whom a second indictment had been found. Of this second trial and its results 
an interesting description is given by one of the grand jurors in Drown's direc- 
tory for 1844 : 

"In the year 1826, I lived three miles from Mackinaw river, on the Peoria 
and Springfield road, in what is now Tazewell county, but then aftached to 
Peoria, and being that year twenty-one years old, I was summoned upon the 
grand jury. There were not then enough adults in Peoria county proper to 
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form the grand and petit juries, hence they were summoned from the attached 
portion. All the grand jury but two were from the east side of the Illinois 
river, chiefly my acquaintances and neighbors. We took our provisions and 
bedding, the latter being a blanket or quilt for each. I t  was the practice also 
in those days to take a flagon of liquor, and this was not omitted on the occasion 
spoken of.  In  truth, so faithfully was the flagon put under requisition, that 
but two of our number were sober when we appeared in court and received our 
charge. Judge Sawyer was then the presiding officer; James Turney the prose- 
cuting attorney; and Messrs. Cavarly, Pugh, Bogardus and Turney, the entire 
bar. 

"There were about eight bills of indictment found by the grand jury, one 
of which was against an Indian named Nomaque for murder. H e  had been 
tried the fall before; but obtaining a new trial, he was indicted again this term. 
There being no secure jail, the sheriff (Samuel Fulton) kept him under guard 
in the house of Mr. Allen. At night about a dozen drunken Indians met to 
rescue him, and attempted to enter the door for that purpose. Allen sprang 
out of a back window, and seizing a clapboard, rushed to the front of the house 
and laid about him with great fury. H e  felled four of the Indians to the 
ground before they could recover from their consternation, when the others 
retreated. Allen pursuing the hindmost, continued his blows, the retreating 
fellow crying out 'Schtop, white man! for God's sake schtop!' Felling him also, 
the five laid till morning, when they were able to crawl off. Nomaque after- 
wards made his escape-joined Black Hawk in the war of 1832-was wounded 
in Stillman's defeat, and afterwards found nearly dead by some Peorians, who 
humanely shot him through to put an end to his sufferings. 

"The court house was a log building on the bank of the river, in which 
the jurors slept at night on their blankets on the floor. There was a tavern 
kept by Mr. Bogardus, but it was not large enough to furnish sleeping accom- 
modations for them. The grand jury room was a lumber cabin in which Bo- 
gardus kept saddles and other cattle fixings." 

The session of the legislature held in 1827 reorganized the judiciary by 
abolishing the office of circuit judge and assigning the judges of the supreme 
court to do circuit duty. The first circuit was then composed of the counties 
of Peoria, Fulton, Schuyler, Adams, Pike, Calhoun, Greene, Morgan and San- 
gamon, to which Samuel D. Lockwood was assigned. This jurist is said to 
have been a most scholarly and polished gentleman and the peer of any judge 
that had ever sat on the supreme bench of the state. I t  was said of him by a 
recent historian that "he stands out conspicuously as the beau ideal of a judge. 
His appearance on the bench was the very personification of dignity, learning 
and judicial acumen." Judge Lockwood presided over this court from the 
May term, 1S27, to the October term, 1828. At his first term held in Peoria, 
the sheriff, Samuel Fulton, was indicted for  malfeasance in office. The charge 
was negligence in allowing the Indian, Nomaque, to escape from his custody. 
The indictment, however, was twice quashed on the ground that no capias had 
been issued, requiring the sheriff to take him into his custody. 

Another change in the judiciary was made by the legislature in 1829. A 
circuit was established consisting of the territory west and north of the Illinois 
and Kankaliee rivers, embracing that portion which had formerly been at- . 
tached to the county of Pike. At this same session of the legislature Richard 
M. Young was elected and commissioned on the 23d day of January, 1829, as 
judge of this circuit. His first term of court in Peoria was in June, 1829, and 
his last was the October term of 1834. Judge Young was the first judge elected 
to preside in the third circuit and on the formation of the fifth circuit just 
designated, he removed to Quincy, where he resided during the time he was 
upon the bench. In 1836 he was elected United States senator and served the 
full term of six years. In 1843 he was elected to the supreme court and held 
the office until 1847, when he was appointed commissioner of the land office 
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at  Washington. In 1850 he was appointed clerk of the national house of repre- 1 
sentatives. His later years, however, were quite tragic, as his intellect became 
impaired to the extent that it was necessary to send him to an asylum, where 
he died. 

John Dixon resigned as clerk of the circuit court and on the 8th day of 
June, 1830, Stephen Stillman was appointed his successor. 

Still another change was made in the judiciary in 1835. I n  that year the 
state was again divided into circuits and five judges in addition to the one 
already in office were chosen. These new judges were Stephen T. Logsn, Sid- 
ney Breese, Henry Eddy, Thomas Ford and Justin Harlan. Thomas Ford was 
assigned to the sixth district, in which Peoria was situated. For some reason, 
however, Judge Breese presided at the first term of the circuit court in Peoria. 

I 
At the September term Judge Stephen T. Logan presided. He  resigned his 
office in 1837 and was again elected by the legislature in 1839, but declined to 
accept and never afterwards occupied a position upon the bench. Judge Logan 
was one of the ablest lawyers and jurists of his time. H e  had been profession- 
ally associated with Abraham Lincoln for three years and also filled many posi- 
tions of public trust, for which he was ably fitted. Thomas Ford, who was 
assigned to the sixth circuit in which Peoria was situated, afterward became 
governor of the state. The first term at which he presided was May, 1836, 
but in March, 1837, he resigned and was succeeded by Dan Stone, one of the 
noted men of his day. Judge Stone presided from the May term, 1837, until 
the May term, 1838. One of the noted cases decided by him was political in 
its character which touched upon the right of aliens to vote at the general elec- 
tion. The matter was carried to the supreme court but before a final decision 
had been reached the eighth and ninth judicial circuits had been formed by the 
legislature and Thomas Ford, on the 25th day of February, 1839, had been 
elected and commissioned as judge of the ninth district. The controversies 
growing out of the decision of Judge Stone in the case above referred 
to led the legislature to again reorganize the judiciary of the state and by an 
act, February 10, 1841, all former laws authorizing the election of circuit judges 
or establishing circuit courts was repealed. The act then provided there should 
be appointed by joint ballot of both branches of the general assembly at  that 
session five additional associate justices and the three associate justices then in 
office should constitute the supreme court of the state. The state was then 
divided into nine circuits and the chief justice and his eight associates were 
required to hold court in these circuits. Thomas Ford was elected one of the 
five new justices of the supreme court, February 15, 1841, but he resigned 
August   st, 1842, to accept the office of governor of the state, to which he was 
called soon after being elected. While acting as supreme judge he again pre- 
sided over the circuit court at Peoria from 1841 until 1842, and Judge Richard 
M. Young again held court here as one of the supreme judges at the May 
term, 1843. Judge John Dean Caton presided over the circuit court a t  the 
October term, 1842, and the October term, 1843, and from thence on to the 
October term, 1848. H e  was a member of the supreme court for twenty-one 
years, having succeeded Governor Ford upon his resignation in 1842. H e  was 
reappointed by Governor Ford in 1843 to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Judge John LI. Robinson. H e  resigned in 1864. 

After the adoption of the constitution in 1848, T. Lyle Dickey presided at 
the May and October terms of 1849, and William Kellogg, of the tenth circuit, 
to which Peoria then belonged, from the March term of 1850, to November, 
1852. Judge Kellogg had been commissioned as judge of the tenth circuit, 
February 12, 1850. Resigning in November, 1852, he was succeeded by Heze- 
kiah M. Wead, but before the latter could hold a term of court the sixteenth 
circuit, composed of Peoria and Stark counties, had been formed, of which 
Onslow Peters had been elected judge. Judge Wead, however, held court here 
at the fall term of 1863 to finish up certain cases in which Judge Peters had 
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been engaged as counsel. Judge Kellogg was elected to congress in 1856 and 
again in 1858 and 1860. 

There is some uncertainty as to where the courts were held in the two fol- 
lowing years. At the January term of the county commissioners' court, the 
sheriff was authorized to procure a house for .  the holding of court but the 
records do not show where the place or places selected were located. At the 
March term, 1829, a record was made of the purchase from John Hamlin of a 
log house 16x14 feet, under which was a cellar, which subsequently served as 
a jail. This building John Hamlin, in consideration of $75, conveyed to the 
county, as the following instrument indicates: 

"I do hereby assign to the county commissioners of Peoria county for the 
use of said county, all my right, title and claim to a certain log house situated 
in the town of Peoria for and in consideration of $75-the said house known 
as the one huilt by Simon Crozier and formerly occupied as a store house by 
said Crozier. 

"JOHN HAMLIN. 
"Peoria, Illinois, March 3, 1829. 

"'1Vitness, John Dixon." 

It was therefore ordered at this same term that the treasurer pay John 
Hamlin $75 for a house to be used for  county purposes and here it might be 
well to explain that this house is also said to have been situated below the pres- 
ent railroad bridge. Mr. Ballance, who arrived in Peoria soon after its pur- 
chase, in his history of Peoria says in a description of the building that it was 
located "at or near where the Fort Clark mill stands," to which Judge hlcCul- 
loch in his history of the county of more recent date adds "which was on the 
river bank on the northeasterly side of Harrison street. The building remained 
standing until 1843, when it was replaced by Orin Hamlin's steam flouring 
mill." A pencil sketch of Peoria in 1831 said to have been executed by J. hi .  
Roberts, indicates from the grouping of the buildings that the historians, Drown 
and Ballance, were correct in their location of this building and that it was 
the cabin on the site upon which the Fort Clark mill stood and now covered 
by the warehouse of the Peoria Transfer Company. 

At the June term (1829) it was ordered that the lower story of the court 
house, as  the building was now termed, be used as a jail, and at the September 
term, 1830, John Hamlin, from whom the building had been purchased, was 
given the use of the cellar until the month of April following, for the sum of 
$3, which same amount had been paid by F. Bournonait the preceding winter 
for storing goods therein. 

i l t  the September term, 1830, the clerk was authorized to have certain 
repairs made on the court house. That is to say, "plastered in the joints, 
weather boarded, a  rindo ow with glass on the river side, and a plank floor laid 
loose on the joice above-the work to be done on as good terms as could be 
had reasonable and that he should present his bills to the next commissioners' 
court properly authenticated." At the same time John Hamlin was given au- 
thority to buy a ten plate stove, with the necessary pipe, the cost of which was 
not to exceed $30. Whether or not these repairs were made the record does 
not show. However, at the June term, 1831, the following entry was made: 

"Ordered that the treasurer pay $16 for repairs to the court house as fol- 
lows: A desk, the boarding and casing to be of walnut plank 6 feet long, 4% 
feet high, 3% feet wide from the wall, sided in front and posts cased at their 
end; narrow strip on front top, from that inward slope 12 inches, floored with 
any kind of sound plank, one step from the room floor, all but the floor to 

I be planed, a narrow strip on the inside end of the slope-four benches, two 14 
feet long, or the length of the room, two 6 feet long, one and one-half inches 
thick, with an additional strip or piece where the legs are put in. The lower 
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room, the three hewed logs missing to be put in place, that is, replaced with a 1 door cheek, a door to be made of strong inch plank, hinges, pad-lock and staples 
to be furnished by the workmen. Also two benches for table." 

I t  is very probable these improvements were all made, for an allowance 
was made to Moses Clifton ~f $16.75 for repairs to the court house. The 
building, however, was not adequate for the purpose it was intended when pur- 
chased, as the record shows several orders subsequently made for the use of 
private houses by the commissioners. However,:an entry indicates that on July 

i 
10, 1834, leave was granted (some one not shown) to keep a school in the 

commissioners or for elections. The building was also used for religious meet- 

I 
court house for a quarter, except i n  term of court or when needed by the county 1 
ings but was sold to Bigelow & Underhill in 1835 for $60. 

The year 1833 finds the county without a building specially constructed for 
county purposes, and l~owever necessai-y might have been a court house at that 
time, the necessity for a jail was more present. Thieving and outlawry in the 
county was becoming more prevalent and many arrests in cases of a petty 
nature were being made at shorter intervals, which placed the authorities at a 
disadvantage, from the fact there was no proper place in which to incarcerate ' 
the culprits pending trial of their cases. A gang of thieves had made their I 
appearance in the county and it became necessary to send one of them to 
Schuyler county for trial and two others to the jail in Putnam county for safe 
keeping. This the authorities maintained was putting the county to much ex- 
pense. The items below would indicate that the county commissioners were 
not far from wrong in their contention: I 

To 'Giles C. Dana for arresting and keeping L. Thomas and 
Joseph McMeehan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 2.50 

Amos Stevens for conveying Thornton Hollis to Schuyler 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  county 49-50 

William Compher for conveying Webster Evans to Putnam 
county . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29.00 

William Compl~er for conveying Joseph McMeehan to 
Putnam county . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29.00 

. . . . . . . . .  William Compher for pursuing Thornton Hollis. 9-37 
William Compher for bringing two prisoners from Put- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  nam jail 31.00 
Obadiah Motley, sheriff Putnam county, for keeping Evans 
from November 21 to April 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  68.50 
Obadiah Motley for keeping McMeehan November 28, to 

Apri l22 ............................................ 65-37 

Total for three prisoners.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$284.25 

THE FIRST JAIL BUILDING I 
I t  was therefore ordered that lot 3 in block 37 be set apart for the site of 

a jail. The contract for the building was let to George De Pree, who was awarded 
on his contract at the April term, 1835, the sum of $381, which was probably but 
a portion of the contract price. The description of this building in Ballance's 
history is as  follows: "About the year 1834 a jail was built of sq.uare logs, on 
the alley between Main and Hamilton and between Monroe and Perry streets. 
I t  was sixteen feet square and fourteen feet high. The lower story was con- 
structed of three thicknesses of logs, two lying horizontally and the one between 
them standing perpendicularly, so that should any .attempt be made to bore the 
logs, the perpendicular ones would come down and stop the hole. The upper 
story was only one thickness of logs. T o  give strength, these logs were dove- 
tailed at the corners. Above the strong room there was a strong floor and trap 
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door. Through this trap door prisoners were passed and then the ladder drawn 
up. The floor of the lower part was made of timbers fitted close together and 
the whole covered with oaken planks spiked down." No mention is made of 
any windows in the lower story and when the building was first constructed 
there probably were none, for at the March term, 1839, Henry Hahn was ordered 
to put one in. This was the only jail building in the county until 1849, when a 
new one was erected. When it was replaced the lot was sold to Halsey 0. Merri- 
man, June g, 1847, for $150. Soon after the erection of the jail a log cabin 
was built on the same lot for the use of the janitor. Daniel Bristol was the 
contractor'and was paid $2.70 at the June term for his work. 

THE SECOND JAIL 

The second jail was erected in 1849 on the corner of Washington and North 
Fayette (now Eaton) streets. On June 7, 1844. the commissioners' court had 
ordered notices to be published in the Press and Register, newspapers then pub- 
lished in Peoria, inviting the submission of plans at the coming September term 
for a jail to be constructed of stone. The records do not show that anything 
further was done in this matter until December 4, 1845, when a contract was 
let to George 0. Kingsley for the erection of a jail for $6,640. At the March 
term, 1846, lot r, No. I of the subdivision of lots I and 3 in block 18, was chosen 
as the site for the new bastile. Chester Hamlin was appointed superintendent 
of the work, for which he was to have two per cent commission. Charles U1- 
richson, an architect, was allowed $10 for examining the plans and specifica- 
tions, but what they were, the records do not show. After having made some 
progress in his work, for which he was paid $616, Kingsley's contract was re- 
scinded at the September term 1846. For that reason the work was suspended 
and nothing further was done until the December term, when the clerk was 
directed to advertise for proposals to be submitted at the January term, 1847, 
for the building of a jail according to plans and specifications in the clerk's 
office. On January 6, 1847, the contract was let to Thomas Turbit, Thomas P. 
Smith and William Smith, farmers, then living in that part of the county which 
afterwards became known as Logan township. The contract price was $7,450. 

Three years after it had been commenced, or, to be exact, on April 14, 1849, 
the new jail building was accepted as fully completed and on settlement there 
was found due the contractors the sum of $1,695.99. This sum was allowed, 
notwithstanding the contractors had placed upon the building a temporary roof 
instead of a copper roof required of them in the contract. From this it seems 
they had been relieved. 

That part of the new structure which fronted the street had the appearance ' of an ordinary brick building. I t  was brick 2nd was used for the sheriff's 
home, while the rear portion, or jail proper, was stone. The cells were on the 1 first Roor and arranged around the outer walls, in which grated windows were 

I inserted. A hall separated the two ranges of cells. On the second floor was a 
large room called the debtor's room, which was intended for the imprisonment 
of unfortunates not able, or refusing to pay their debts. As this barbarous 
practice became illegal, the room was later used as a place of confinement for 
female prisoners. 

THE T H I R D  JAIL 

In 1867 the board of supervisors bought the lot on which the present jail 
is located, for the sum of $6,000. I t  had originally belonged to the county but 
after having obtained title to the county seat site, the county commissioners 
had sold the lot for $75. The new jail was completed a t  a cost of $75,000 and 
was placed in custody of the sheriff on the 24th day of January, 1869. 
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THE FIRST COURT HOUSE 

I t  was at the June term, 1833, that initial steps were taken for the building 
of a court house. The clerk was ordered to advertise in the Sangamon Journal 
for sealed proposals to be delivered at the clerk's office until the 9th day of July 
following, for the furnishing of 150,000 brick on the public square, a t  which 
time contracts would be awarded, also at the same time contracts would be let 
for  the stone and lumber that might be wanted in the construction of a court 
house. At the lMarch term, 1834, Reuben B. Hamlin, one of the contractors 
for furnishing lumber, was allowed $15 for a drawing of the proposed court 
house. Bids for brick were received at the July term, 1833, and the contract 
for  the same was awarded to Samuel Hackelton at $5 per thousand, and the 
firm of Moffatt & Hamlin was awarded the lumber contract. The brick used 
in the building was burned at the foot of the bluff near Knoxville avenue by 
Moore & Pitt, who had in their employ a t  the time Robert Smith, later a resident 
of Mossville. 

At the January term, 1834, John Hamlin was made agent to procure rock 
and have it placed upon the ground for the foundation and also to procure 
hewn timber for the court house upon the best terms obtainable. The clerk 
was directed to advertise in the Sangamon Journal, Beardstown Chronicle and 
St. Louis Republic that sealed proposals would be received at the clerk's office 
until the third day of the next term for the mason work in the foundation 
walls and also the brick work, the county to furnish the materials. Proposals 
were also asked for the carpenter 'work exclusive of the doors and windows, 
plans and specifications to be sent to the clerk's office. 

The query might here arise as to why these notices were not published in a 
Peoria paper, and the answer is, there was no paper published in Peoria at 
that time. 

The contract for the mason work was awarded to Charles W. McClallan, 
and the carpenter work to George B. Macy, at the March term, 1834. John 
Hamlin was released as agent to procure materials, and at the April term fol- 
lowing Francis Voris was selected to superintend the erection of the building 
and served in that capacity until July 10, when he was succeeded by Isaac 
Waters. By this time work was progressing on the new county building, and 
a t  the June term, 1834, orders were entered for the payment for the first work 
done thereon : 

F. Voris, digging 85% yards foundation at 10 cents 
per yard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8.50 

C. W. McClallan for quarrying 58 window sills at 62% 
cents each, 2 door sills at 62% cents each, and 200 

feet water table at 655 cents per foot. .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  50.00 
Alvah Moffatt for hauling.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16,625 
George (Martin for pine plank.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  283.00 
John H. Dusenberry for time and $5.00 advanced for 

quarrying rock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 .125  

From what has been related 'the reader will at once see that a great deal of 
work in connection with the new court house devolved upon the commissioners' 
court. At a special term held in July, 1834, Joseph A/litchell was paid for haul- 
ing caps, sills, water tables and scaffold poles. Alva Moffatt was refunded 
$150 for money advanced to purchase lumber ; C. W. McClallan $50 for mason 
work; a i d  John Pitt for hauling caps and sills. At the October term John 
Hamlin was again appointed agent to procure materials, the lack of which had 
caused delay in the progress of the work. 

The first plans for this building made no provision for ornamentation but 
after the four walls had reached completion it was determined that a portico 
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and cupola should be added; consequently, at the April term, 1836, Joshua 
Bowman was awarded a contract for foundation stone for the columns, the 
same to be four feet square, ten inches thick and to cost $35. 

At the August term, Joshua Bowman was awarded a contract to furnish, 
cut and lay stone steps around the piazza and up to the back door of the court 
house at 62% cents per foot. On October 16th Charles W. McClallan was 
ordered paid $100 on his contract for plastering, and soon thereafter the No- 
vember term of circuit court convened and seems to have been in the new 
court house while in an unfinished state, for at the December term, Reuben 
Hamlin, William P. Buxton, Nathaniel Dyes, John Brown, Albert. Hurd and 
Job Ross were allowed compensation for suspension work on the court house 
during the sitting of circuit court. At  the same term Henry Gilbert bn the 
part of the county and W. A. Blair on the part of Reuben B. Hamlin assessed 
the additional compensation demanded by the latter, as follows: 

To  additional size of building.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$ 300.00 
To  one extra window. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 1.50 

I To  extra work on windows.. . . . . . . . . . . .  .: . . . . . . . . . . . .  75.00 
To  balustrades around bell deck. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50.00 
To  damages for failure on part of contract.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  570.00 ~ To hindrance for lumber this summer.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50.00 
To  glue 20, at 31% cents.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6.25 
To  extra work on capitals.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  150.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  To cash paid for labor.. I .so 
To cash paid for drayage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a50 

I $17214.75 

At this time, while the court house had not reached completion, it was far 
enough advanced to admit of occupancy of a portion of the first story, which 
was divided into six rooms. Horace P. Johnson, an attorney, was granted 
leave to occupy room No. 2 from and after the 9th of December. On the 11th 
Joshua Bowman was awarded a contract for building and erecting four plain, 
round columns in front of the court house, to be completed by the 1st day of 
July following, at $10 per foot, running measure. C. W. hfcClallan was also 
given a contract to ornament the court room by putting a cornice around the 
ceiling. Both these contracts were settled for at the June term 1836, and the 
court house was practically finished. 

It seems to have been the aim of the county commissioners, business man- 
agers of the county, to make the court house in a measure pay for itself, for 
there are entries showing that several rooms were rented to parties who had 
no official relation to the county. As has been stated, Horace P. Johnson was 
granted leave to occupy room No. 2 on the ground floor of the building, for 
which he was assessed as rent $50 per year. Others to whom rooms were rented 
were Charles Kettelle, who secured room No. 3, and E. N. Powell, room No. 5, 
all at the same rent. The grand jury room given over to A. M. Hunt at $45 
the year, with liberty of the grand jury to occupy it during the sitting of the 
circuit court. At the July term, 1837, No. 4 was rented to Onslow Peters until 
the December term, for $12.50. At the December term there was a re-letting 
as follo\vs: No. 2, to Horace P. Johnson and Jacob Gale; No. 3, to Charles 
Kettelle; No. 4, to Onslow Peters; and No. 5 to E. N. Powell, at  $50. There 
was a re-letting of the rooms the next year. Horace P. Johnson retained No. 
2 ;  Charles Kettelle was given No. 3 ; Peters & Gale, No. 4 ;  George B. Parker, 
who had recently been elected probate justice of the peace, No. 5 ; and Frizby 
& Metcalfe, No. 6, at $50 a year. The jury room was let to Lincoln B. Knowl- 

, ton at the June tei-m, 1839, with the condition that the jury should use it when 
needed. Later some of the partitions were removed and the enlarged rooms 1 Yol.1-8 



114 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY I 
occupied by the sheriff and circuit clerk. O n  the left of the hall was the county 
clerk's office, which was afterwards used by the board of supervisors. Next to I 
the county clerk's room was a small one occupied by the county judge, who I 
alsp shared it with a firm of attorneys. 

The court room was in the second story, on each side of which was a jury room, 
but some years later a balcony was constructed in the portico, which was ap- 

i 
proached by thin stairways, one on each side of the main entrance. From that 
time onward the court room occupied the entire second floor. 

THE SECOND COURT HOUSE I 
By the year 1858 the court house became insufficient for the needs of the 

county and a more secure place for the records became a matter of prime neces- 
sity. I t  was therefore determined to erect a new temple of justice, which was 
begun on an elaborate plan that year, but only the first story of the northeast 

I 
i 

wing was erected. I t  was divided lengthwise into two rooms, which were occu- 
pied by the circuit and county clerks. I t  was thoroughly fireproof and although 1 not pleasing to the eye served the purposes for a period of nearly twenty years. 
The present court house is the second and last completed building of the kind II 
erected in the county. The plans for  the one contemplated in 1858 had been 
abandoned after part of the building had been completed, but it was not untii 
the December session of the board of supervisors that concrete action was taken 

ings submitted a report to the board of supervisors in favor of the building of 

I 
toward the erection of a new and adequate court house. On the 10th of De- I 

cember, 1874, Horace G. Anderson, chairman of the committee on public build- 1 
a new court house. The report concluded with the following resolutions: 

"Resolved. I. That the county of Peoria needs a new court house and 
that in order to build the same it is necessary to issue county bonds. 

"2. That the question of issuing county bonds to the amount of $250,000, 
to run not to exceed ten years and to draw not to exceed 8 per cent interest, be 
submitted to the legal voters at the next April election. 

"3. That the county clerk be instructed to give the proper notice that the 
question will be submitted to be voted upon at that election and that he cause 
to be printed on the ballots to be used a t  that election 'for county bonds' and 
'against county bonds' as provided by law." 

After amending the resolutions so as to change the time of voting from 
April to the next November election, they were adopted by a vote of 16 to 9. 

The vote on the question of issuing bonds was submitted to the electors of 
the county at the November election of 1875 and the proposition was carried by 
a majority of 1,516. There were 6,910 votes cast. Plans were at once adver- 
tised for and after many had been submitted for examination, those of the 
firm of Wilcox & Miller, architects of Chicago, were adopted March 31, 1876. 
The contract for the building was let to Philip H. Decker, of Chicago, May 
12, 1876, his bid being $206,071.31. Work at once began on the new building 
and on Saturday, September 30, 1876, the corner stone was laid, with very 
simple ceremonies. Addresses were made on that occasion by Jonathan K. 
Cooper, one of the pioneer members of the bar, and Hon. Joseph W.  Cocht-an, 
judge of the circuit court. After the speeches, Thomas Cratty, member of the 
bar, and Mark M. Aiken. one of the oldest settlers of the county, placed within 
the stone a number of .documents and articles of historical value. 

Early in the month of November, 1878, the building was completed, and on 
the 18th the event was celebrated by a grand reception to the public, which ter- 
minated with a banquet, a t  which time a number of speeches were delivered, 
being preceded, however, with prayer by Rev. J. D. Wilson, rector of Christ 
English Reformed church. The orators of the occasion were Judges David 
McCulloch, Joseph W. Cochran and Sabin D. Puterbaugh, and Messrs. Law-' 
rence W. James, Washington Cockle, Thomas Cratty, McCoy, Tipton, Cremer~ 
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and Fuller. The day was spent by a vast throng of visitors to the building and 
by night time their numbers had increased amazingly. The banquet was pre- 
pared by Charles H. Deane, proprietor of the Peoria House, which was dis- 
cussed by about 250 persons. The total cost of the building, to  which, as a 
matter of course, various additions and changes have been made after the plans 
had been adopted, was $248,968.70. The clock in the tower was manufactured 
by the Seth Thomas Clock Company, of New York; the bell, which weighs 
four thousand pounds, was made at the McNeely & Kimberly bell works, Troy, 
New York, both bell and clock furnished by the American Clock Company of 
New York, cost $2,495. 

The architects' description of this beautiful building is as follows: "Style, 
Venetian Italian; plan, cruciform, with grand colonnade entrance or porticoes, 
42 feet wide on the two fronts; a t  Main and Hamilton street fronts, two story 
colonnades and arcades; size, 177 feet front by go feet on Main and Hamilton; 
height to cornices, go feet, and to top of lantern, 166 feet from the base line. 
Material of exterior walls Amherst stone from the Clough quarry near Cleve- 
land, Ohio." 

"The old court house was sold to David Burns for $250 to be removed 
within ten d2.y~. O n  Saturday, the 13th of May, the members of the Peoria 
bar, many of whom had grown old in the practice of their profession beneath 
its shadow, assembled in the court room of the condemned structure for a 
formal leave-taking before the work of demolition should commence. Jonathan 
K. Cooper presided, speeches were made by Judge Gale, E. G. Johnson, E. P. 
Sloan, D. lMcCulloch, Judge Loucks and John Holmes. The speeches were 
full of reminiscences incident to the court houses, lawyers and judges of early 
times. Some of them were historical, some humorous, but all appropriate to 
the occasion." 

THE COUNTY INFIRMARY 

Every community has its helpless and indigent individuals who through 
stress of circumstances, disease or shiftlessness become a care and oft times a 
burden upon the community at large. Provision for supplying them with food 
and shelter are incumbent upon the taxpayers, and in consequence of this fact 
the county commissioners' court on the 11th day of December, 1547, purchased 
of William Mitchell the south half of the northeast quarter of section 9, town- 
ship 8 north, 7 east, to be used as a county farm, for the sum of $1,000. There 
were buildings on the place at the time which were considered sufficient for 
the needs of the county, and provisions were made to prepare them for occu- 
pancy by the 1st of February, ensuing. Furniture and provisions were secured 
and the commissioners in person made all necessary arrangements for the sup- 
port and accommodation of those who should come under their care. From a 
number of applicants, Hiram Partridge was selected as superintendent of the 
infirmary, and on the 2d day of February, 1848, he was appointed to the posi- 
tion, a t  a salary of $275, after giving bond to the county in the sum of $1,000. 
On the 9th of March notice was published in the newspapers requiring all per- 
sons chargeable to the county to be conveyed to the new home for the indigent. 
On the 7th of February, 1849, Hiram Partridge was reappointed superintendent 
for another year, and for his wife's services and that of his three boys, also the 
use of a cow and a yoke of oxen, he was to receive $375 for the ensuing year. 
This was Partridge's last appointment by the commissioners' court, but he was 
kept in the position for several years by the board of supervisors. 

In  1865 the board of supervisors bought a tract of land, consisting of one 
hundred and sixty acres, known as  ihe Herron farm, adjoining the land already 

I secured, for which was paid $9,000. This increased the county farm to  two 
hundred and forty acres. In February, 1869, the building committee of the 
board reported, among others, a bid for  the construction of an infirmary build- 
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ing according to plans and specifications already adopted, by G. L. Royce for 
$50,000. The report also set forth that the committee had prepared a bill to be 
presented to the legislature, authorizing the board to issue bonds to the amount 
of $60,000, to pay for the erection of the building, but the board determined 
to only spend $30,000 for that purpose and accordingly let the contract to 
Charles Ulrichson. In the month of February, 1870, the building was. com- 
pleted and turned over to the county by the contractor. The total cost, including 
heating apparatus and outhouses, amounted to $37,950. T o  this should be added 
$500,. voted by the board to be paid Contractor Ulrichson, in recognition of the 
faithful and honest performance of his work. 

COUNTY H O M E  FOR THE INSANE 

At the December (1880) session of the board of supervisors a committee 
was appointed to secure plans for a building to be used in caring for the insane 
of the county. Plans were adopted by the committee and so reported at the 
iollowing March term, but no action was taken thereon, as legislation pertinent 
to the subject was at that time progressing in the general assembly. The matter 
again came up before the board at the March session of 1882, Charles Ulrichson 
submitting plans for a building to cost $28,390, which were adopted, and no 
further act~on was taken until at the September session, when the proposition 
to issue $50,000 in bonds was carried by the board and ratified by the electors 
of the county at the November election. 

In April, 1883, the board of supervisors awarded to A. F. Miller the con- 
tract for the erection of the main building for the insane, which was completed 
the following December at a cost of about $37,000. The structure is of brick 
and three stories in height. I t  was built contiguous to the main building of the 
infirmary and when the latter was destroyed by fire in March, 1886, it was not 
touched by the flames. 

The main building of the county farm, the walls of which were standing 
after the fire, was rebuilt by Contractor Fred Meintz, and completed in De- 
cember, 1886, the total cost of which was $17,021. The insurance money re- 
ceived on the old building, $14,030.43, went a long way toward meeting this 
unailticipated expense. The last extension improvement made here was the 
erection of a hospital building. This building was started late in 1896 and com- 
pleted in the early fall of 1897, at a total cost of $11,419. I t  has a capacity of 
sixty patients and is modern in its conveniences. There are now two hundred 
inmates at this home for the infirm and indigent of the county, who are well 
provided for. The present superintendent is D. J. Davis. 

ILLINOIS ASYLUM FOR THE INCURABLE INSANE 

One of the great eleemosynary institutions of the state, the Illinois Asylum 
for the incurable insane, is located at the suburban town of Bartonville, in Lime- 
stone township, and to certain energetic, charitably disposed women of Peoria, 
may be given credit for the selection of Peoria as  the location for this great 
home for the state's unfortunates. In his report to the governor in 1904, Dr. 
George A. Zeller, superintendent, among other things, had the following to say: 

"As local federations of charities multiplied and county supervision of alms- 
houses became more strict, the necessity of state care for incurables became more 
and'more apparent, and finally culminated in the formation of an organization 
of Peoria women, headed by that able, energetic and public-spirited woman, 
Clara Parsons Bourland, then, as now, president of the Women's Club. 

"These women agitated the question through the local and state press be- 
fore meetings of men and women in many localities, they besieged the conven- 
tions of both parties and secured endorsement of their views and finally sent a 
lobby to Springfield to present the matter to the legislature, where, in the ses- 
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sion of 1895, they finally succeeded in securing an appropriation of $65,ooo 
for the erection of a main building, so constructed as to permit of extensive 
additions. 

"In the meantime an organization of Peoria citizens became active in secur- 
ing desirable sites and a commission named by Governor Altgeld, consisting of 
Hon. John Finley, of Peoria, Hon. J. J. McAndrews, of Chicago, and Hon. 
Henry W. Alexander, of Joliet, selected the site offered by the people of 
Fartonville-a clean donation of three hundred and eighteen acres of land, paid 
for out of voluntary subscriptions secured by a commission headed by Joseph 
P. Barton, and others. 

"The fact that the first building was found defective and unsafe, owing to 
the discovery that it was located over abandoned coal drifts, perhaps proved 
a blessing rather than a misfortune, since it enabled the succeeding governor, 
John R. Tanner, through his able adviser, Dr. Frederick H. Wines, secretary 
of the State Board of Charities, to re-plan and re-construct it upon the present 
magnificent and modern lines. Its construction occupied the whole of Governor 
Tanner's term and he left no greater monument than the splendidly equipped in- 
stitution. I t  came into the hands of Governor Yates as the unfinished task 
of two previous governors, and he made it the object of his special solicitude, 
succeeding not only in securing for it the necessary funds to permit of its 
opening on February 10, I ~ Z ,  for the reception of seven hundred inmates, 
but in the legislature of 1903 he again urged measures which doubled its ca- 
pacity." 

I he original plan was for one large building with wings, the building of 
which was practically completed when the scheme was changed. to the cottage 
system, and in all probability that was the real reason for discarding the struc- 
ture already erected at a large expenditure of money, for as a matter of fact, 
while the building was located upon an abandoned coal mine, the roof of the 
mine was one hundred and fifty feet from the outer surface of the ground. 
The change of plans, however, was a most desirable one. The cottage system 
was selected and now, in addition to the administration building and nurses' 
home, there are some thirty or forty cottages. 

In 1910 a beautiful octagonal building, the circle being composed prac- 
tically all of glass and capable of seating one thousand patients, was con- 
structed as a dining hall, and offers a most pleasing contrast to the numerous 
cottages of uniform design. 

In 1912 the construction of a new administration building was commenced, 
which, when finished, will cost about $75,000. The last biennial report, pub- 
lished in June, 1910, showed the actual daily average population present at 
this institution during the entire two years of 1909 and 1910 was 2,089. 

Dr. George A. Zeller is the present superintendent and has been in charge 
of the institution since it was first opened in 1902. 

COUNTY FAIRS 

The Peoria Agricultural Society was formed in the year 1841. Smith 
Dulzlap was the first president; John C. Flanagan, recording secretary; Amos 
Stevens, corresponding secretary; and Peter Sweat, treasurer. There were 
fifteen members in all. From this time on it held its annual meets a t  various 
places, the third one in the town of Kickapoo. That year new officers were 
elected. William J. Phelps was chosen president ; John Armstrong and Samuel 

, T. McKean, vice presidents ; John C. Flanagan, recording secretary ; Thomas 
N. Wells, corresponding secretary. The records were kept in so indifferent a 
manner as to make it impossible to give any account of subsequent meetings 
of the association up to 'the year 1855. However, that year twenty acres of 
land, now known as the Taole Grove Addition to the city of Peoria, was pur- 
chased, and in 1856 a fraction over two acres more were added. Buildings 
were erected and fairs ~Gere held there for several years. 
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The society was reorganized in 1855 under the name of Peoria County 
Agricultural and Mechanical Society, and fairs were held under that name 
until 1872. The board of supervisors who had purchased the ground, leased it 
to the society tMay 4, 1871, for a period of ninety-nine years, upon a nominal 
rental of one dollar per year, and upon condition that the county fairs should 
be held there annually. ,4t this time it was thought probable that state fairs 
would at times be held here but the grounds were so remote from railroad 
stations and difficult of access that they were found unsuitable and the Peoria 
Fair Association was organized early in the year 1873, with a capital stock 
of $50,000. This new society purchased a tract of land lying on the east side 
of the Rock Island & Peoria railroad, containing about thirty-five acres, and 
fitted the grounds for the accommodation of the state fair, as well as for county 
fairs. State fairs were held there in the years 1873 and 1874, with a fair 
measure of success. In the '90s the state fair was permanently located at Spring- 
field, and the capital being within such easy distance for the people of Peoria 
county to reach with a small expenditure of time and money, the local meet- 
ings were superseded and have ceased to be held. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Nathan Dillon, 1825-27 ; Joseph Smith, 1825-26 ; William Holland, 1825-27 ; 
John Hamlin, 1826-28; George Sharp, 1827-31; Henry Thomas, 1827-28; Isaac 
Egman, 1828-30; Francis Thomas, 1828-30; Stephen French, 1830-32; John 
Hamlin, 1830-31; Resolved Cleveland, 1831-32; John Coyle, 1831-36; Aquilla 
Wren, 1832-34.; Edwin S. Jones, 1832-34. 

CLERKS O F  T I l E  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT AND COGKTY CLERKS 

Norman Hyde, March to June, 1825 ; John Dixon, 1825-30; Stephen Still- 
man, (resigned) 1830-31; Isaac Waters, 1831-35; William Mitchell (died in 
office) 1835-49; Ralph Hamlin, (to fill vacancy) 1849; Charles Kettelle, 1849- 
65 ; John D. McClure, 1865-82; James T. Pillsbury, 1882-90; James E. Walsh, 
1890-94; Charles A. Rudel, (resigned) 1894-1900; John A. West, June 16, (to 
fill vacancy) I ~ O ;  Lucas I. Butts, 1900-06; Oscar Heinrich, 1906. 

JUDGES OF PROBATE COURT AND PROBr\TE JUSTICES OF PEACE 

Norman Hyde (died in office), 1825-32 ; Andrew M. Hunt, 1832-37 ; George 
B. Parker, 1837-39 ; Edward Dickinson, 1839-43 ; William H. Fessenden, 1843- 
47 ; Thomas Bryant, 1847-49. 

At this point the office of probate justice of the peace was abolished and juris- 
diction in probate matters was conferred upon the county courts created by the 
new constitution. The constitution of 1870 provided for the reorganization of 
probate courts in counties having 70,000 population. Peoria county having in 
1890 attained the requisite population, the office of judge of the probate court 
was revived, the following being the list of incumbents since that period: 

Leslie D. Puterbaugh (resigned), 1890-97 ; Joseph W. Maple (to fill vacancy), 
1897-98; Mark M. Bassett, 1898-1906; Leander 0. Eagleton, 1906-10; A. M. 
Otman, 1910-. 

PROBATE CLERKS 

George M. Gibbons, 1890-94; Fitch C. Cook, 1894-98; Charles A. Roberts, 
189%. 

COUNTY JUDGES 

Thomas Bryant (with two assistants for county business until 1850), 1849- 
57; Wellington Loucks, 1857-61 ; John C. Folliott, 1861-65 ; John C. Yates, 1865- 
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82 ; Lawrence W. James, (resigned), 1882-1890 ; Israel C. Pinkney, 1890; Samuel 
D. Wead, 1890-94; Robert H. Lovett, 1894-1p2; W. I. Slemmons, 1902-10; 
Clyde E. Stone, 1910-. 

COUNTY TREASURERS 

Aaron Hawley, March 8, 1825 t George Sharp, March 14, 1827; Norman 
Hyde, April, 1827; Sinlon Crozier, June, 1827-28; John Hamlin, 1828-29; Henry 
P. Stillman, 1829-30; Isaac Waters, 1830-32; Asahel Hale, 1832-37; Rudolphus 
Rouse, 1837-38; Ralph Handin, 1838-39; Joseph C. Fuller, 1839; Allen L. 
Fahnestock, 1865-67; Thomas A. Shaver, 1867-69; Edward C. Silliman, 1869- 
71 ; Isaac Taylor, 1871-82; Frederick D. Weinette, 1882-86; Henry H. Forsythe, 
1886-90 ; Charles Jaeger, 1890-94 ; Adolph H. Earnewolt, 1894-98 ; Jacob F. 
Knupp, 1898-1902; Frederick Olander, 1902-06; William P. Gauss, 1906-10; 
Lewis M. Hines, 1910; Amos Stevens, 1839-41 ; Charles Kettelle, 1841-43; Wil- 
liam M. Dodge, 1843-45; Ralph Hamlin, 1845-51; John A. McCoy, 1851-55; 
Joseph Ladd, 1855-59 ; Isaac Brown, 1859-65. 

CIRCUIT CLERKS 

john Dixon, 1825-30; Stephen Stillman, 1830-31 ; Isaac Waters, 1831-35; 
~ e w i s  Bigelow, 1835-39; William Mitchell, 1839-45; Jacob Gale, 1845-56; Enoch 
P. Sloan, 1856-64; Thomas Mooney, 1864-68.; George A. Wilson, 1868-76; John 
A. West, 1876-80; James E. VCTalsh, 1880-88; Francis G. Minor, 1888-92; James 
E. Pillsbury, 1892-96; Thaddeus S. Simpson, 1896-198; Richard A, Kellogg, 
1908-. 

Prior to the year 1853, it does not appear that Peoria had any resident state's 
attorney. After the formation of the sixteenth circuit, and until 1870, the state's 
attorney was elected for the entire circuit. Since the adoption of the new con- 
stitution of that year, each county has elected its own. The following is the list 
of state's attorneys from 1853 until the present time, all of whom have resided 
in Peoria. 

Elbridge G. Johnson, 1853-56; Alexander tMcCoy, 1856-64; Charles P. Tag- 
gart, 1864-67 ; George Puterbaugh, 1867-72 ; William Kellogg, 1872-80 ; Alva 
Loucks, 1880-83 ; John M. Kiehaus, 1883-92 ; Richard J. Cooney, 1892-96; John 
Dailey, 1896-1900 ; William V. Teft, IW-1904 : Robert Scholes, 1904-. 

SHERIFFS 

Samuel Fulton, 1825-28; Orin Hamlin, 1828-30; Henry B. Stillman, 1S30- 
32 ; John W. Caldwell, 1832-34 ; William Compher, (resigned), 1834-35 ; Thomas 
Bryant, 1835-40; Christopher Orr, 1840-42; Smith Frye, 1842-46; William 
Compher (vacated office-left deputy in charge), 1846-50 ; Clark Cleveland, 
(depty), 1850 ; James L. Riggs, 1850-52 ; Leonard B. Cornwell, 1852-54 ; David 
D. Irons, 1854-56; Francis W. Smith, 1856-58; John Bryner, 1858-60; James 
Stewart, 1860-62 ; J. A. J. Murray, 1862-64; George C. McFadden, 1864-66 Frank 
Hitchcock, 1866-68 ; Samuel L. Gill, 1868-70 ; Frank Hitchcock, 1870-80 ; Samuel 
L. Gill, 1880-82; Cyrus L. Berry, 1882-86; Warren Noel, 1886-90; Cyrus L. 
Berry, 1890-94; Charles E. Johnston, 1894-98; John W. Kimsey, 1898-1902; 
Daniel E. Potter, 1902-06; Lewis M. Hines, 1906-10; Francis G. Minor, 1910-. 

SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS AND SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS 

Jeriel Root, 183 1-33 ; Andrew M. Hunt, 1833-37 ; Charles Kettelle, 1837-45 ; 
Ezra G. Sanger, 1845-47; Clark B. Stebbins, 1847-51 ; Ephraim Hinman, 1851- 
55 ; David McCulloch, 1855-61 ; Charles P. Taggart, 1861-63 ; William G. Randall, 
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1863-65; X. E. Worthington, 1865-73; Mary E. Whitesides, 1873-77; James E, 1 
Pillsbury, 1877-82 ; Mary Whitesides Emery, 1882-90 ; Mollie O'Brien, 1890-94; 
Joseph L. Robertson, 1894-1902 ; Claude U. Stone, 1902-10; John Arleigh Hayes, 
1910-. 

I 
COUNTY SURVEYORS 

Norman Hyde, 1832; Charles Ballance, 1832; Thomas Phillips, 1835-39; 
George C. IMcFadden, 1839-49; Henry W. McFadden, 1849-53; Daniel B. Allen, 
1853-57 ; Samuel Farmer, 1857-59 ; Richard Russell, 1859-61 ; Daniel B. Allen, 
1861-65 ; Luther F. Nash, 1865-67; Charles Spaulding, 1867-69; Arthur T. Birkett, 
1869-75 ; Robert Will, 1875-76 ; Daniel B. Allen, 1876-96; Leander King, 1896-97; 
Charles H. Dunn, 1897-. 

CORONERS 

William E. Phillips, 1825-26; Henry Neeley, 1826-28; Resolved Cleveland, 
1828-32; William A. Stewart, 1832-36; John Caldwell, 1836-37; Edward F. Now- 
land, 1837-38; Jesse Miles, 1838-40; James Mossman, 1840-42; Chester Hamlin, 
1842-44 ; Jeremiah Williams, 1844-48 ; John C. Heyle, 1848-50; Charles Kimbel, 
1850-52; Ephraim Hinman, 1852-56; Milton YlcCormick, 1856-58; John N. Nig- 
las, 1858-60; Charles Feinse, 1860-62; Thomas H. Antcliff, 1862-64; Willis B. 
Goodwin, 1864-68; Philip Eichorn, 1868-70; Willis B. Goodwin, 1870-76; Michael 
Y. Powell, 1876-82; John Thompson, 1882-84; James Bennett, 1884-92; Henry 1 
Hoeffer, 1892-96; Samuel Harper, 1896-1904 ; R. Leslie Baker, 1904-08; William 
B. Elliott, 1908-. 



CHAPTER XVI 

"OLD PEOKIAS" I-IOME O F  T H E  FRENCH .4ND INDI-ANS FOUNDED ;\BOUT 1763-IN 1778 
THE NEW I7ILLr1GE WAS ESTARLISHED BY J E A N  EAPTISTE MAILETT AND S I N C E  
KNOWN AS FORT CLARK, TIIE PRESEPU'T CITY OF PEORIA-THE VILLAGE DESTROYED 
I N  1812-DESCRIPTION O F  EARLY INHABITANTS A N D  THEIR HOMES-SOME W H O  
1,IVED I N  01-D PEORIA-SETTLEMENT O F  FRENCH CLAIMS TO TRACTS O F  LAND. 

At the time of the cession of the Illinois country by France to England (1763), 
there was a village composed of French and Indians, on the west bank of Lake 
Peoria, near the foot of Caroline street, which extended as far as "Birket's 
Hollow." Here a fort had been erected and the place was known as "Old Peoria's 
Fort and Village." When the fort was built is not definitely known. I t  was 
probably put up soon after the destruction of Fort Creve Coeur. In  his "Pioneer 
History of Illinois" Governor Reynolds says : 

"The Traders-their voyageurs, and others in their employment, occupied 
this post, more or  less, ever since its first establishment. As it has been said, 
the Indian trade of that section of the country was better than at any other .point. 
This made it to the interest of the traders to occupy the place. 

"Peoria never, in ancient times, was as large a village as either Kaskaskia or 
Cahokia, but it is more ancient than either of them. La  Salle, when he first saw 
the country, was charilled with the beauty of the place and established a fort 
there. He also knew the resources of the country arising from the Indian trade, 
which was another, and perhaps a greater, inducement to erect his grand depot 
here for the Indian trade than for any other consideration. 

"In the first settlement of the country, the missionaries settled a t  this point, 
and had their floclis of the young natives around them. Peoria can boast of 
a higher antiquity than any other town in Illinois, and about the same date with 
St. Josephs, Green Bay, Mackinaw and Detroit. 

"The French cultivated some ground, more or less, at Peoria, for  more than 
one hundred years past. They cultivated at the old village to some extent and 
at the new one since the year 1778, when it was commenced by Maillet. I t  will 
be seen by the report of the United States officers, sustained by positive proof, 
that one Antoine St. Francois had a family in Peoria in the year 1765, and 
cultivated a field of corn adjacent to the village. 

"Other inhabitants also resided there at the same time and lone before. I t  
is true. most of the citizens were Indian traders and those living on the trade; 
but this trade required support by men and provisions which were both furnished, 
to some extent, by the settlers of Peoria." 

Peoria was in the early and strenuous days an important military and trading 
post, as shown by the famous treaty of Greenville. Under that treaty sixteen 
military or trading posts were ceded to the government, one of which was de- 
scribed as "one piece (land) six miles square a t  Old Peoria's Fort and Village, 
near the south end of the Illinois lake, on the said Illinois river.". Thus it will 
be seen that the village of Peoria was one of a chain of trading posts with a fort, 
extending from Detroit by way of Michilimackinac and Chicago, to the mouth 
of the Illinois river. 

Of the remote history of Peoria and when it was first settled by white men 
121 
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there are some discrepancies among historians. I t  is said, however, that in the 
spring of 1712 a party of Frenchmen came from Fort St. Louis (Starved Rock) 
and established a trading post among the Indians at this place; but that is dis- 
puted. I t  is a fact, however, that for  many years the only inhabitants of the 
primitive village of Peoria were the French and Indians; and the houses were 
built about one and a half miles above the lower end of Lake Peoria. Later, 
about 1778, one Jean Baptiste *Maillet, formed a settlement about one and a half 
miles below the old village, which was known as Fort Clark. By 1797 the old 
village had been entirely deserted for the new. 

N. Matson, long since deceased, who had been one of the pioneers of Prince- 
ton, the capital of Bureau county, published a small volume of history in 1882, 
which he entitled "The Pioneers of Illinois." In the preface to this work Mr. 
Matson tells his readers that he had visited descendants of French pioneers, then 
living in the "American Bottom," and had heard them relate the stories of their 
forebears. As these persons were of the third and fourth generation a repetition 
of their narrations can only be given in the way of tradition, especially that part 
pertinent to the village of Peoria'and its people. Mr. Matson says: 

"According to the statement of Antoine Des Champs, Thomas Forsyth and 
others, who had long been residents of Peoria previous to its destruction in 1812, 
we infer that the town contained a large population. I t  formed a connecting link 
between the settlements on the Mississippi and Canada, and being situated in 
the midst of an Indian country caused it to be a fine place for the fur trade. 
The town was built along the beach of the lake, and to each house was attached 
an outlet for a garden, which extended back on the prairie. The houses were 
all constructed of wood, one story high, with porches on two sides, and located 
in a garden surrounded with fruits and flowers. Some of the dwellings were 
built of hewed timbers set upright, and the space between the posts filled in with 
stones and mortar, while others were built of hewed logs notched together after 
the style of a pioneer's cabin. The floors were laid with puncheons and the 
chimney built with sticks and mud. 

''When Colonel Clark took possession of Illinois in 1778 he sent three soldiers, 
accompanied by two Frenchmen, in a canoe to Peoria to notify the people that 
they were no longer under British rule, but citizens of the United States. Among 
these soldiers was a man named Nicholas Smith, a resident of Bourbon county, 
Kentucky, and whose son, Joseph Smith, was among the first American settlers 
of Peoria. Through this channel we have an account of Peoria as it appeared 
a century ago, and it agrees well with other traditional accounts. 

"Mr. Smith said Peoria at the time of his visit was a large town, built along 
the beach of the lake, with narrow, unpaved streets, and houses constructed of 
wood. Back of the town were gardens, stockyards, barns, etc., and among these 
was a wine press, with a large cellar or  underground vault for storing wine. 
There was a church with a large wooden cross raised above the roof, and with 
gilt lettering over the door. There was an unoccupied fort on the bank of the 
lake and close by it a windmill for  grinding grain. The town contained six 
stores, or places of trade, all of which were well filled with goods for the Indian 
market. The inhabitants consisted of French, half-breeds and Indians, not one 
of whom could understand or speak English. 

"Among the inhabitants of Peoria were merchants or traders who made 
annual trips to Canada in canoes, carrying thither pelts and furs and loaded back 
with goods for the Indian market. They were blacksmiths, wagon makers, 
carpenters, shoemakers, etc., and most of the implements used in farming were of 
home manufacture. Although isolated from the civilized world, and surrounded 
by savages, their standard of morality was high; theft, robbery or murder were 
seldom heard of. They were a gay, happy people, having many social parties, 
wine suppers, balls and public festivals. They lived in harmony with the Indians, 
who were their neighbors and friends, adopting in part their customs, and in 
trade with them accumulated most of their wealth. 
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1 "The dress of both men and women was very plain, made of coarse material, 
and the style of their wardrobe was partly European and partly Indian. The men ! seldom wore a hat, cap or coat, their heads being covered with a cotton handker- 

I chief, folded on the crown like a nightcap, or  an Arabian turban. Instead of a 
coat they wore a loose blanket garment called capote, with a cap of the same 
material hanging down at the back of the neck, which could be drawn over the 
head as a protection from rain or  cold. The women wore loose dresses, made 
mostly of coarse material, with their heads covered with a hood or  blanket, and 
their long hair hanging down their back like an Indian squaw. But these women 
were noted for sprightliness in conversation,, with grace and elegance of manners, 
and notwithstanding the plainness of their dress many of them were not lacking 
in personal charm." 

Under the treaty of 1783 between Great Britain and the United States, the 
French became citizens of the United States, and when the war of 1812 broke 
out the French inhabitants of Peoria were suspected of giving aid to the British, 
by furnishing arms and ammunition to the hostile Indians. Especially was this 
the case with the leading man in the village, Jean Baptiste hlaillet, who was 
captain of militia and posed as the friend of the government and as such had 
been rewarded. H e  had been openly charged with stealing cattle and turning 
them over to the Indians and Captain Craig had been sent to Peoria, in the autumn 
of 1812, to investigate the matter. There being no roads between the southern 
part of the territory and Peoria, Captain Craig with his command ascended the 
river in small row boats and on the 5th day of November reached Peoria. Upon 
his arrival, so he reported to Governor Edwards, he was told the Indians had 
all left the village, but this was not true, as his sentinels on the boats had seen 
lndians passing through the town with candles and heard their canoes crossing 
the river all through the night. On the following night, one of their boats dragged 
its anchor and drifted ashore and so, the report continues, in the morning the 
boat was fired on, as the Captain thought, by ten or more Indians. H e  then gave 
battle, but the Indians at once took to their heels and escaped. This convinced 
Captain Craig that the French were in league with the Indians and guilty of 
treason and he took all of them prisoners, after having located them all in one 
house. How many there were he does not state in his report. H e  then finished 
his \vork by setting fire to the buildings and practically destroying the town. 

In 1820 many claims to title in the land in and about Peoria were set up by 
these sanle French settlers and their representatives. At that time Edward 
Coles was register of the United States land office a t  Edwardsville, and he was 
deputized to take proof of these claims. I n  November of that year he submitted 
a report to the secretary of the treasury, part of which is here quoted, as it gives, 
in a measure, a description of the village which was the forerunner of the present 
thriving and growing city of Peoria : 

"The old village of Peoria was situated on the northwest shore of Lake Peoria, 
about one mile and a half above the lower extremity of the lake. This village 
had been inhabited by the French previous to the recollection of any of the present 
generation. About the year 1778 or 1779, the first house was built in what was 
then called LaVille de Maillet, afterwards the new village of Peoria, and of late 
the place has been known by the name of Fort Clark, situated about one mile 
and a half below the old village, immediately at the lower point or outlet of Lake 
Peoria, the situation being preferred on account of the water being better and 
its being thought more healthy. The inhabitants gradually deserted the old 
village, and by the year 1796 or 1797 had entirely abandoned it and removed to 
the new village. 

"The inhabitants of Peoria consisted generally of Indian traders. hunters, 
and voyageurs, and had formed a link of connection between the French residing 
on the waters of the great lakes and the Mississippi river. From that happy 
faculty of adapting themselves to their situation and associates for which the 
French are so remarkable, the inhabitants of Peoria lived generally in harmony 
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with their savage neighbors. I t  would seem, however, that about the year 1781 
they were induced to abandon the village from apprehension of Indian hostilities; 
but soon after the peace of 1783 they again returned, and continued to reside 
there until the autumn of 1812, when they were forcibly removed from it and 
the place destroyed by Captain Craig of the Illinois militia, on the ground, as it 
is said, that he and his company of militia were fired on in the night, while at 
anchor in their boats, before the village, by Indians, with whom the inhabitants 
were suspected by Craig to be too intimate and friendly. 

"The inhabitants of Peoria, it would appear from all I can learn, settled there 
without any grant or permission from the authority of any government; that 
the only title they had to their lands was derived from possession, and the only 

, value attached to it grew out of the improvements placed upon it. That each 
person took to himself such portion of unoccupied land as he wished to occupy 
and cultivate, and made it his own by incorporating his labor with it, but as soon 
as he abandoned it his title was understood to cease, with his possession and 
improvements, and it reverted to its natural state, and was liable again to be 
improved and possessed by any who should think proper. This, together with 
the itinerant character of the inhabitants, will account for the number of persons 
who will frequently be found, from the testimony contained in the 'report, to have 
occupied the same lot, many of whom, it will be seen, present conflicting claims. 

"As is usual in French villages, the possessions in Peoria consisted generally 
of village lots, on which they erected their buildings and made their gardens, 
and of outlots or fields, in which they cultivated grain, etc. The village lots con- 
tained, in general, about one-half of an arpen of land; the outlots or fields were 
of various sizes, depending on the industry or means of the owner to cultivate 
more or less land. 

"As neither the old nor new village of Peoria was ever formally laid out or 
had defined limits assigned them, it is impossible to have of them an accurate 
map. . . . I have not been able to ascertain with precision on what par- 
ticular quarter sections of the military survey these claims are situated." 

SOME WHO LIVED I N  OLD PEORIA 

Congress passed an act on the 3d day of March, 1791, in which was a provi- 
sion that four hundred acres of land be given to each of those persons who in 
the year 1783 were heads of families a t  Vincennes or in the Illinois country, 
and who since then had removed from one place to another within the district, 
and also to such as had removed out of the limits of the territory specified, upon 
condition of their returning and occupying said lands within five years. The 
further provision was made that when lands had been actually improved and 
cultivated within the limits mentio~ed, under grants presumed to be valid, issued 
by any commandant or court claiming authority in the premises, the governor 
was empowered to confirm said grants to such persons, their heirs or assigns, 
or such parts thereof deemed reasonable, not to exceed four hundred acres to any 
one person; also, "That the governor be authorized to make a grant of land, 
not exceeding one hundred acres, to each person who hath not obtained any grant 
of land from the United States, and who on the first day of August, 1790, was 
enrolled in the militia at Vincennes or in the Illinois Country, and has done 
militia duty." These prov.isions resulted unsatisfactorily, however, and congress 
passed an act on March 26, 1804, establishing land offices at Vincennes and Kas- 
kaskia. Michael Jones was appointed register a t  the latter settlement, and Elijah 
Backus, receiver, who were vested with authority to receive proof of all claims, 
coming under the acts mentioned, and adjudicate them. This commission made 
several reports and continued in existence until 1815, when it was terminated. 

The grants of land were separated by the register into four classes-ancient 
grants ; donations to heads of families ; donations on account of .improvements ; 
donations to militia men. The records of the land office do not show, however, 
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that any claims were filed by Peorians under ancient grants from the French or 
English proprietors, but a number were made under the classification herein 
noted, and the following claims were recommended for confirmation: 

"Pierre Troge, in the right of his wife Charlotte, who was the daughter and 
heir-at-law of Antoine St. Francois, was reported as entitled to four hundred 
acres on account of improvements and cultivation, and four hundred on account 
of St. Francois, the ancestor having been the head of a family at Peoria in 1783. 
It was proved by Louis Pilette, an ancient inhabitant of Cahokia, that St. Francois 
was the head of a family a t  Peoria and that he cultivated the land, having a small 
field in which he sowed corn in the year 1765; and that he remained there sev- 
eral years thereafter; also that Pierre Troge married his daughter. This little 
item of evidence lets the light in upon the life of ''Old Peoria" at the time when 
the sovereignty of the country was transferred from France to Great Britain. 
The fact that St. Francois remained after that period raises the presumption, at 
least, that he became a British subject; and the fact of his heir having been 
granted land by the government of the United States affords almost conclusive 
evidence that he had become a citizen of Virginia or of the United States a t  or  
after the time of the Revolution. Of his wife's name or parentage we have no 
information. Nor do we know anything of Pierre Troge, except that he married 
the daughter. The name of Louis Pilmette is closely and inseparably connected 
with the history of Peoria. I t  also appears from the report of Edward Coles 
that this same Charlotte Troge, nee St. Francois, laid claim to a lot containing 
two arpens, situated two miles above Fort Clark, near "Old Fort Peoria." W e  
therefore discover in this one instance the name of five persons who lived at 
"Old Peoria," namely: Antoine St. Francois and his wife, his daughter Char- 
lotte, her husband Pierre Troge, and Louis Pilette. 

"That Louis Pilette was a good and loyal citizen is shown by the fact that he 
received a donation of one hundred acres of land from the government upon 
Governor Harrison's confirmation, on account of military services. 

"The claims of a large majority of the inhabitants had been sold before being 
proved, principally to Nicholas Jarrott, Isaac Darneille, William Russell and 
William Arundel, in whose names the proofs were made. These purchasers will 
be disregarded and the names of the original claimants given as the donees. 

"To Louis Bihore there was confirmed four hundred acres on account of 
improvements and four hundred acres on account of his having been the head 
of the family at Peoria in 1783. That Bihore was a very early inhabitant of 
Peoria is sliown by the fact of his having been a witness on behalf of some of 
the oldest claims. 

"To Jean Baptiste Sheonberger, alias St. Jean, were confirmed four hundred 
acres on account of improvements near the "Old Fort" of Peoria. No other 
claim having been made on his behalf, it is to be presumed he was neither the 
head of a family nor a militiaman within the terms of the law. 

"To Louis Chattlereau were confirmed one hundred acres as a militia man, 
four hundred as head of a family at Peoria in 1783, and four hundred on account 
of cultivating about forty acres of land and improving the same by building a 
house, a horse mill, etc., thereon. 

"To Pierre Verbois, alias Blondereau, were confirmed at Peoria one hundred 
acres as a militia man. No other information obtainable. 

"To Pierre Lavassieur (dit Chamberlain) were confirmed one hundred acres 
as a militia man. This man was also a claimant before Edward Coles for a 
lot containing two arpens in the "Old Village" and of another lot containing twelve 
arpens near the same. 

"To John B. Chevy were confirmed four hundred acres on account of improve- 
ments and four hundred acres as  head of a family. I t  was proved by Louis La- 
perche, Louis Boisman and Louis Bihore that Chevy was an inhabitant of Peoria, 
that he was the head of a family and cultivated ground, planting it in corn, as early 
as the year 1779. 
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"TO Jean B. Jourdain, who lived at Peoria, were confirmed four hundred acres 
on account of improvements made upon and the cultivation of a farm on Maillet's 
river (probably the Kickapoo) where he had a house and planted corn as early 
as 1783. 

"To Jean B. Amlin, who lived at Peoria from 1779 to 1799, were confirmed 
four hundred acres on account of improvements by cultivating land and planting 
it in corn, also four hundred acres as head of a family in 1783, and one hundred 
as a militia man. 

"To Francois Arcoit were confirmed four hundred acres on account of 
improven~ents and four hundred acres as  the head of a family at Peoria in 1783. 
I t  was proved by Baptiste Pelitier, Pierre Verbois and Jean B. Parent that Arcoit 
was the head of a family at Peoria in 1783 ; that he made improvements near the 
village; that he had a house and cultivated ground by planting corn in 1782, but 
had to leave on account of the Indians. 

"To Louis Brunette were confirmed four hundred acres as head of a family 
at Peoria in 1783, which was proved by Jaque Ducharme and Francois I7ailett; 
also that he continued to reside there for some time thereafter. 

"To Jean B. Parent were confirmed four hundred acres as head of a family 
and four hundred on account of his improvements. I t  was proved by Jean B. 
Pointstable (Point de Saible), Jaque Ducharme, Louis Bihore and Pierre Valois 
that before and after the year 1783 Parent was the head of a family a t  Peoria, 
that he had a house built and cultivated land near the "Old Fort" in the year 1780, 
and that he had a farm and raised crops. 

"To Antoine Grandbois were confirmed one hundred acres as  a militia man, 
which had been confirmed by Governor St. Clair. The location of this grant is 
not given, but it is known that Grandbois was a resident of Peoria. 

"To Francis Babo (Babeau) were confirmed a t  Peoria, one hundred acres as 
a militia man. 

"To Augustus Roque were confirmed four hundred acres on account of 
improvements made near Peoria, and four hundred acres as the head of a family 
at Peoria in 1783. 

To  Francois Bouche (Boucher) were confirmed four hundred acres on 
account of improvements about one league from Peoria (Old Fort),  four hun- 
dred acres as head of a family at Peoria in 1783, and one hundred acres as a 
militia man. 

To  Etiene Bernard were confirmed four hundred acres as the head of a 
family at Peoria in 1783, and on account of improvements four hundred acres near 
the River Coteneau (Kickapoo), within three miles of Peoria. 

T o  William Arundel were confirmed on account of improvements three 
hundred acres near Peoria, he having already had a military bounty under the 
fourth class, also as head of a family at Peoria in 1783 three hundred acres, he 
having received a militia right confirmed by the governor. 

William Arundel was a man of fine education. H e  was born in Ireland, 
had lived in Canada and some time prior to 1783, came to Peoria with his family 
and became a trader, or merchant. Some time thereafter he removed to Cahokia, 
where he kept a general stock of merchandise and at the organization of the ter- 
ritory was appointed recorder of St. Clair county. H e  was the first secretary 
of the first lodge of ,Masons, which was organized at Kaskaskia, June 3, 1806, 
and at an extremely old age died at Kaskaskia, in 1816. 

Tean Baptiste Point de Sable (often called Pointstable) was another person of 
noti whose history makes a part of this and Cook county. As the head of a 
family his claim for four hundred acres was confirmed and also for another four 
hundred acres on account of improvements. Pointstable, as  he was called, most 
likely for the sake of brevity, was a negro, but as the Indians designated all races 
other than Indians as "white," this man became noted as the first white settler 
in Chicago. As to the exact date of his arrival in Chicago there is no evidence, 
but it was prior to his residence in Peoria, which commenced about 1782. The 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 127 

most authentic account is in part quoted here, a s  taken from Mrs. John H. Kin- 
zie's (of Chicago) "Waubun:" 

"Jean Baptiste Point-au-Sable, a native of San Domingo, about the year 1796 
found his way to this remote region and commenced life among the Indians. 
There is usually a strong affection between these two races (negro and Indian), 
and Jean Baptiste imposed upon his new friends by making them believe that 
he had been a great chief among the whites. Perhaps he was disgusted by not 
being elected for  a similar dignity by the Pottawottomies, for he quitted this 
vicinity and finally terminated his days at Peoria, under the roof of his friend 
Glamorgan, another San Domingo negro, who had obtained large Spanish grants 
in St. Louis and its environs, and who a t  one time was in the enjoyment of an 
extended landed estate." 

It  was, probably, not until after the treaty of 1783 that some of the inhabitants 
returned to Le Ville de Maillet, or New Peoria. Jean Baptiste Maillet, as has 
been said, founded this village about the year 1778. Here a new fort had been 
built, in which his son, Hypolite, was born, from which the reader may take 
it that Maillet, who was captain of militia, resided for some time in the fort. H e  
was killed in an affray with one Senegal, in the latter part of the year 1801. 

The two donations of land, consisting of four hundred acres each, which had 
been confirmed under Maillet's claim, were conveyed by Maillet by deed on the 
6th day of July, 1801, to Isaac Darneille. The deed was simply signed "Maillet," 
without the given name. To prove the authenticity of the deed affidavits were 
made before Antoine Des Champs and Raphael Belongier, justices of the peace 
of Indiana Territory, on the 17th day of May, 1802. Des Champs later became 
manager for the American Fur Company in this section. 

Isaac Darneille, on the 5th day of October, 1807, executed and delivered a 
deed to William Russell, of St. Louis, alienating among other tracts of land, 
those mentioned in the deed conveyed by Maillet. Also "one lot of land and a 
house at the 'Old Peorias Fort' and a tract of land near said 'Peorias Old Fort,' 
quantity unknown, purchased of Jean Baptiste Point Sable, assignee of Jean 
Baptiste Maillet, by deed dated March 13, 1773." This plainly indicates that 
Pointstable was at Peoria in the year just mentioned. Another description of 
property located in Peoria was "a house and lot in the town of Peorias and a 
quantity of land near the same, bought of Theresa Alaillet, widow Cattenoir, 
assignee of Francis Babeaux by contract dated October 11, 1778. 

Isaac Darneille, whose name figures so largely in the initial transfers of prop- 
erty in the county, was the first lawyer to make his appearance in Peoria. Gov- 
ernor Reynolds, in his History of Illinois Pioneers, has the following to say 
of him : 

"In the year 1794 the celebrated Isaac Darneille arrived in Cahokia and re- 
mained in the west for several years. H e  was the second professed lawyer that 
emigrated to  Illinois, John Rice Jones being the first. He was a classic scholar, 
and was, in his person, genteel and agreeable ; he possessed the easy and graceful 
manners of a polished gentleman. H e  was large and portly, and made it a sine 
qua non to be extremely neat in his dress and attentive to his personal appear- 
ance. H e  studied all the arts and mysteries of gallantry, and thereby made a 
very deep and rather lasting impression on his female friends. Darneille studied 
the ladies more than he studied his profession of the law. H e  was benevolent 
and kind to all mankind, and particularly to the ladies. 

"While Darneille retained his youthful vigor, this life passed off very well; 
but when old age crept on him his former pursuits were abandoned, from neces- 
sity, and he remained an old man, without sincere friends or means of support. 

"He taught school in the western part of Kentucky, where he died, rather 
humble and neglected, in 1830, aged sixty years. 
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' "If Darneille had abandoned this one failing, the excess of gallantry, he I would have enjoyed the character of one of the most honorable and respectable 

gentlemen in Illinois." 

FOUNDER O F  DAVENPORT, IOWA, A PEORIAN 

I t  might be well to  note here, in passing, that among the prominent inhabitants 
of New Peoria was one Antoine Le  Claire, who had come to the town from 
Canada. H e  subsequently, after removing to Iowa Territory; owing to his 
familiarity with several Indian languages, and of his own people, was educated 

i 
by the United States government and under its authority acted as interpreter 
for the government in its dealings with the Indians, prior to and after the Black 
Hawk war. H e  was adored by the Sac and Fox tribe of Indians and when they 
ceded their lands in Iowa to the government, it was provided in the treaty that 
Le Claire should have a tract of land, consisting of some thousands of acres, I and that a certain tract should be set apart and given to Le  Claire's wife, , 
Marguerite, the daughter of an Indian chief. Part of this land is now the site 
of the important city of Davenport, founded by Le Claire and others, chief 
among whom'was Colonel Davenport, a trader on the island of Rock Island, after 
whom the city was named. Le  Claire became the wealthiest man of his time, 
was a benefactor .to his community and died, mourned by that whole section of 
the country. Le Claire, an important village near Davenport, which he at one 
time confidently hoped would be the metropolis and seat of government of the 
county, was named for him. 

Probably the rrost noted citizen of Peoria in its primitive days was Thomas 
Forsyth, to whom allusion has heretofore been made. Another pioneer citizen 
who played a notable part in the affairs of the community was Michael La  Croix. 

COLONEL GEORGE DAVENPORT 

Colonel George Davenport, who was a contemporary of Antoine Le Claire, 
was a non-commissioned officer in Captain Owen's company of the regular army, 
and took part in a primitive expedition against the Indians in 1813, organized by 
General Howard, ex-governor of the Territory of Missouri. The little army 
numbered abot~t eight hundred men and marched up  the lliississippi bottom to a 
point above Quincy and thence to the Illinois river about forty miles above 
Peoria, and then on down the river to that village. From Colonel Davenport, 
Historian Matson obtained the following account of the proceedings of the 
expeditionary party at Peoria : 

"On arriving a t  Peoria Lake, the soldiers commenced building a block house 
for storing the baggage as well as a protection against an attack from the enemy. 
A well having been dug near the block house to supply it with water, it became 
necessary to have a sweep to draw i t ;  consequently, .Mr. Davenport, with two 
companions, went into the woods to get a grapevine for that purpose. Having 

, found one suitable, Davenport climbed the tree to cut it off, and while doing so 
he discovered a large body of Indians skulking in the timber, going in the direction 
of the block house. On seeing this war party, Davenport and his companions 
gave an alarm and in all haste fled toward the block house, but finding Indians 
in that direction turned their course for the gunboats, which were moored in the 
lake. With all speed the fugitives ran for the boats, closely followed by the 
Indians, who fired at them many shots, while yelling like demons. The soldiers 
on the gunboats, thinking only of their own safety, pushed them off from the 
shore but fortunately one of them grounded on a sand bar, which was the means 
of saving the life of Davenport and his companions. The fugitives ran into the 
water waist deep, pushed the grounded boat off, and jumped on board of it, while 
the Indians fired on them, many of the rifle balls whizzing by their heads and lodg- 
ing in the sides of the vessel. The boats went off some distance from the shore, 
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I nevertheless the Indians continued to fire on them, but without effect. A cannon 
on one of the boats was brought to bear on the savages, but in the excitement of 
the moment its muzzle was raised above the port hole, and the ball tore off a por- 

I 
tion of the side of the vessel. The Indians also attacked the block house, which 
was in an unfinished condition, but met with a warm reception from those within. 
The cannons on the boats having been brought to bear on the Indians, they fled 
from the thick timber where they had taken shelter, and the fight ended." 

Colonel Davenport, as has been said, was the government's agent a t  the island I of Rock Island, and accumulated a fortune trading among the Indians. H e  had 
built a home on the island, where he was enjoying the fruits of a strenuous life, 
when he was murdered by a band of thieving cutthroats in broad daylight, dur- 
ing the absence of his family a t  Rock Island, who were attending a Fourth of 
Tuly celebration. 

In a letter written in 1850, by one of the participants in this expedition, John 
S. Brickley, to John Lindsay, then a prominent Peoria lawyer, among other things 
nlentioned was the following : 

"When the mounted riflemen arrived at Peoria they found the village con- 
sisting of a great number of huts, all deserted a few days before, and two or 
three frame houses, one thirty or forty feet long (said to have been built by the 
French), although they did not appear to have been inclosed or covered. The 
Indians in their flight had left nothing but some dried pumpkins, corn and beans, 
which were found in some of the houses, but much more was found wrapped 
up in skins and hid in the ground, all of which was seized and used by those who 
found them. Every house in the village was demolished the same day we en- 
tered . . . . and used for fuel during the stay of the army a t  that place. , 

"As the army approached Peoria from the northwest and got a first view of 
its situation from the high land prairies, two or three miles from the lake, looking 
easterly and southerly, beheld the smooth prairie gradually descending to the 
town, the lake stretching miles far to the northeast, the gunboats lying quietly 
at anchor upon the water, the towering forest across the water, and the lovely 
prairies bounded only by the horizon, there was an involuntary halt-the men 
all gazed in silence for  a moment, and then of a sudden, as if moved by one im- 
pulse, expressed universal admiration of the beauty and grandeur of the pros- 
pect spread out before them. At  this time there was no road to Peoria except 
the Indian trail, not a forest tree amiss, not a house within one hundred miles 
(except the town before described), no plow had ever broken the turf that cov- 
ered the rich soil beneath. The lake was covered with wild geese, ducks and other 
water fowls; game such as deer, bear, elk and turkeys everywhere in the thick 
woods and adjacent prairies. Bees and honey were found in almost every hollow 
tree, and, notwithstanding express orders to  the contrary, the men would and 
did, on the march, frequently stop and cut down the trees and get large quan- 
tities of the most delicious honey. While employed in building the fort, many 
of the Inen were well supplied with venison, fowls, honey and sometimes with 
fish caught in the lake. This description fully justifies the Indian name of the 
place, 'Pimiteoui-The Land of Plenty.' . . . 

"For want of suitable timber and materials within several miles of the place, 
on the west side of the lake, on account of the country back from the river being 
prairie, it became necessary to obtain all timber from a fine forest on the east 
side of the Illinois river at the lower end of the lake and raft it over. The 
men commenced felling the trees, the most of which were white oak, and for 
the palisades cut them about eighteen feet long and each log not less than fifteen 
or eighteen inches in diameter-the timbers for the block houses at the corners 
of the enclosure were much longer; the era (area) inclosed for the fort con- 
tained, according to my recollection, two or three acres. While a portion of the 
men were cutting, others were employed in hauling and rafting the logs over 
to the opposite side of the lake, and from there to the site for the building; 
having no carriages of any description, all the materials were drawn by men 

VOl. 1-9 
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on trucks, by means of large ropes, a distance of from one to two miles. Thus 
was Fort Clarli erected where Peoria now stands, in less than two months, by 
the Missouri and Illinois volunteers of mounted riflemen, in September and Oc- 
tober in the year 1813, at a distance of more than one hundred miles from any 
white settlement, and with no other means than above described.'' 

Colonel Davenport's description of the building of the fort is here added to 
the above for obvious reasons: 

"Preparations having been made to build a fort on the site of the old French 
town for the purpcse of holding possession of the country, timbers were cut on 
the opposite side of the lake and floated across to build block store houses, and 
enclose them with palisades. On a high piece of ground near the bank of the 
lake a fort was built, consisting of stockades made of two rows of split timbers, 
and the space between then1 filled with dirt. A ditch surrounded the fort, and 
at two corners were bastions for  mounting cannon. Inside of the stockades 
was a large block house, two stories high, and on three sides of it were port holes, 
so the inmates could fire on the enemy in case of an attack. Besides this block 
house were store houses and quarters for officers and soldiers. 

"When the fort was completed and cannons mounted on its ramparts, with 
flags waving on each bastion, General Howard ordered all the soldiers on duty, 
forming in double file, fronting the gateway. A speech was made by  the com- 
manding officer, drums beat, soldiers cheered, the cannons fired a salute, and with 
much enthusiasm the fort was dedicated ancl named 'Fort Clark' in honor of 
General George Rogers Clarli, the hero of Kaskaskia and Vincennes." 

Ballance, in his History of Peoria, gives the dimensions of Fort Clark. He 
says : 

"This fort \vas about one hundred feet square, with a ditch along each side. 
I t  did not stand with a side to the lake, but with a corner towards it. The cor- 
ner farthest from the lake was on the upper side of Water street, near the inter- 
section of the upper line of Water and Liberty streets. From there the west 
line ran diagonally across the intersection of Water and Liberty streets nearly 
to the corner of the transportation warehouse, at the lower corner of Liberty 
and Water streets. At this corner was what I suppose military men would call 
a hastion, that is, there was a projecting corner made in the same manner as the 
side walls, and so constructed, as I imagine, as to accommodate a small cannon 
to comllland the ditches. And the same had, no doubt, been at the opposite cor- 
ner, but when I came to the country in November, 1831, there was no vestige of 
it remaining. In fact at that time there was but little to show that there had 
evei 1:een a fortification there, except some burnt posts along the west side, and 
a sclual-e of some ten or  twelve feet at the south corner with a ditch nearly filled 
upon two sides of it, and on the west side of the square." 

To  the above, Judge McCulloch, in his History of Peoria County, takes ex- 
ceptions to the dimensions of Fort Clark, as given by Mr. Eallance, in the fol- 
lowing paragraph : 

"Cbserl-ing, however, that Water street is one hundred feet wide at the point 
indicated, and that the location of the magazine which must have been within 
the fort was very close to the base of the smokestack of the electric light plant, 
some distance below Water street, the conclusion is forced upon us that his esti- 
mate of its dimensions is erroneous. If the fort was of a square form and con- 
tained one acre, one side of it would measure 208.7 feet, which would correspond 
more nearly with the points given by Mr. Ballance than does his own estimates." 

I-Io\v long Fort Clark was occupied has not been definitely settled by those 
who have taken the pains to delve into the matter. Some say it was abandoned 
in 1815, others, not until 1818. I t  would appear from Matson's account that the 
fonner contention is the correct one, for he has this to say in that relation: 

"The gate of  the fort having been left open, it became a lair for deer and a 
roost for wild turkeys. In the fall of 1816 a party of hunters from St. Clair 
countjr came to Fort Clark and found about twenty deer in the fort and the 
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floors of the block house covered with manure. The hunters cleaned out this 
building and occupied it as a residence during a stay of ten days while hunting 
deer and collecting honey in the river timber. Fort Clark stood unmolested until 
the fall of 1818, when it was burned by the Indians." 

There is no doubt that the fort was partially destroyed prior to 1819, but 
there must have been part of it left standing, for in the year last mentioned, the 
first American settlers (permanent) arrived here and they speak of it in a way 
to leave the impression a remnant of the structure remained at that time. 

.\RRIVAL O F  A M E R I C A N  S E T T L E R S  

In the spring of 1819, a party of hardy and ventureson~e pioneers, conlposed 
of Seth and Josiah Fulton, Abner Eads, Virginians; Joseph Hersey, of Neiv 
York; J. Davis, S. Dougherty and T. Russell, natives of Kentucky, lel't Shoal 
Creek, now a part of Clinton county, where they had lived for some little time, 
found their way to the east bank of the river and, on April I S ,  1819, Hersey and 
Eads, placing their horses in a boat, ferried across the river and landed at Fort 
Clark. Two days afterward they were joined by their companions. Josiah 
Fultcr often related the following details of the advent of this pioneer band of 
settlers to Fort Clark : 

"We found the walls of two small log cabins, which we supposed to have been 
built by the soldiers of the garrison stationed there, and at once set to work to 
cover them over and finish them up for dwelling places. While we were em- 
ployecl at this work we made out to be comfortable in the shelter of our tents 
and boats. 'L'he cabins stood on what is now Water street, and almost directly 
in front of the Germania Hall building. These cabins were the first American 
tl\velling places at what is now the city of Peoria. 

"There were also rails enough, which the soldiers had made, to inclose fifteen 
acres of ground. The ground was broken up and planted to corn and potatoes. 
from which a pretty good crop was gathered in the fall. The north line of that 
first field ran west from the river and not far from Fulton street. 

"Llhout the first of June, Eads, Fulton and Dougherty returned to Shoal 
Creek with their two horses to move Eads' family, consisting of his wife and 
two children, to their new home. After settling up his affairs in that neighbor- 
hood Eads loaded his household effects, wife and children on a two-horse wagon 
and headed across the country in the direction of the beginning of Peoria-the 

I new settlement at Fort Clark. They reached and crossed the Illinois river a t  
the present site of Wesley City, where there was a trading post, and where 
Indians and Indian canoes were nearly always to be found. Some of the canoes 1 were secured, the l~ouiehold goods were unloaded from the wagon, and with the 
family transferred to the canoes and carried over to the west side of the river. 
The wagon was then taken to pieces and carried over in the same manner. The 
horses and cattle were made to swim across. 

"Mrs. Eads was the first American woman to see the site of Peoria." 
Captain Jude Warner came into the settlement from St. Louis on the 10th of 

Tune, in a boat loaded with provisions and fishing nets. With him were David 
IY. Barnes, James Goff, Isaac De Boise, William Blanchard, Theodore and 
Charles Sargent. This arrival swelled the number of Americans to fourteen 
men. Mr. Fulton's recital continues : 

"We were about as happy a little circle as has ever lived in Peoria. W e  were 
isolated, completely shut out from the rest of mankind, it is true. We heard but 
little from the outside world, and the outside world heard but little from us. 
But little was known a t  that time about the Fort Clark country. There were 
no roads, nor steamboats, nor mail routes, nor communications of any kind,' so 
that in point of fact we were as much a community by ourselves as if our cabins 
had been built on an island in the middle of the sea. Our postoffice was St. 
Louis, and we never got our mail, those of us who got any, only when we went 
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there for supplies, and then our letters cost us twenty-five cents, and we couidn't 
muster that much money every day. 

"Mrs. Eads was duly installed as  housekeeper, and the rest of the company, 
except Hersey, who didn't remain long, boarded with her. I t  was a pretty hard 
winter on us, but we managed to get through. Bread stuff gave out and we had 
to fall back on hominy blocks and hominy. I t  was a coarse kind of food we got 
this way, but it was a good deal better than none, and served to keep hunger 
away. Hominy blocks went out of use long ago, and there are thousands of 
p e c ~ l e  in Peoria county who never saw one, but they were a blessing to hundreds 
of the pioneers of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, and in fact to the 
first settlers of the entire country, and were the means of keeping many of the 
pioneers and their little ones from starving to death." 

Two of these pioneers, Seth and Josiah Fulton, were attracted by the east side 
of the river and selected claims on Farm creek in that locality, remaining there 
until 1834, when they sold out and returned to Peoria county, and both proved 
themselves good citizens and gained their full meed of respect from their neigh- 
bors. Seth Fulton, however, lending an ear to the tales then told of the rich 
lead mines at Galena, removed to that place and remained there for a while. He  
aftenlards removed to Henry county. Josiah Fulton spent the rest of his life 
in Peorin county and died March 4, 1894, a t  the age of ninety-four years. 

Abner Eads, another one of the first seven, who came to Peoria, bought the 
northwest quarter of section 17, in what is now Peoria township, on which Lin- 
coln Park is situated. H e  also came into possession, by purchase, of valuable 
coal mines on Kickapoo creek, which was subsequently developed by others. He  
became a man of importance in the colnmunity and served valiantly as captain of 
a Peoria company which marched under General Stillman in the Black 
Hawk war. Absorbing the lead mine fever, he removed to Galena about 1833, 
from which district he served in the legislature two sessions. In  1854 he went 
to California and having started back for his family, died on the way, with fever. 
I-Ie was buried a t  St. Louis. 

Hersey and Dougherty, the latter a reckless Kentuckian, after a residence of 
some little time, departed for other scenes of activity not known to  the writer. 
Davis first settled on Farm creek and after  a while removed to Sangamon 
county. H e  then went to Texas, where he died. Russell was here but a short 
time and then went to St. Louis, and was last heard of as a river man. 

Of the Captain Warner party, William Blanchard soon after his arrival re- 
moved to Woodford county, which was his home until his death, which occurred 
but a comparatively few years since. Barnes and the two Sargents became prom- 
inent citizens of Fulton county, and Jacob Wilson, one of the county's first jus- 
tices of the peace, on the 22d day of March, 1825, officiated in the marriage of 
Willianl Elanchard with Betsey Donohoe. This was the first marriage ceremony 
performed in the new county. 

John Hamlin, in company with several others, arrived in Peoria in 1821. In 
March, 1822, he had his personal belongings removed from his former home at 
Elkhart Grove, then in Madison county, and from that time on he made Peoria 
his home. In 1823, with William S. Hamilton, who had a contract to supply 
Fort Howard, now known as Green Bay, with beef cattle, Mr. Hamlin, on ac- 
count of his knowledge of the Indian character, accompanied the expedition 
made up by Hamilton, to that place. The journey was made in thirty days. O n  
his return to Peoria, in his capacity as justice of the peace of Fulton county, he 
performed the first marriage cermony at Fort Dearborn, the parties most in- 
terested being Dr. Alexander Wolcott and his bride, a daughter of John Kinzie, 
the first permanent settler of Chicago. This was the first marriage ceremony to 
take place in the great city of Chicago. John Hamlin, as will be seen further on 
in this volume, was intimately connected with the early history of this county 
and became one of its most prominent and influential citizens. 

Gurdon S. Hubbard, of the American Fur  Company, spent the winter of 
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1821-2 along the Illinois river. Reaching Bureau Station, he says, he found 
Mr. Beebeau in charge, though much enfeebled on account of age. Hubbard 
also relates that:  "After resting a few days and selecting the goods and men to 
be left at that post (Bureau), we proceeded on our way, making our next halt at 
Fort Clark, where we found several families located, among whom were Mr. 
Fulton, the first settler at that point, who still resides in that county, and a ,Mr. 
Bogardus, a brother of General Bogardus, of New York, a highly intelligent 
gentleman, and his estimable wife. Two miles below, a t  a point now known as 
Wesley City, was Mr. Beeson's post, and there we remained about one week, 
during which time I went almost daily to the fort." 

During the period between 1821 and 1825 a number of new settlers arrived 
in the territory now embraced in Peoria county. Among those who settled at 
Peoria were William Eads, brother of Abner Eads, Judge James Latham, with 
whom John Hamlin had made his home in Madison county; Joseph A. Moffat 
and his three sons, Alvah, Acluilla B. and Franklin, also two Miss Moffatts, 
tlaugllters; Isaac Funk, Norman Hyde, Elijah Hyde, William Holland, John 
Dixon, Isaac Waters, George Sharp and Dr. Augustus Langworthy. 

From an assessment made in the year 1825 by John L. Bogardus, the distri- 
bution of population and wealth of the new county of Peoria is well shown. At 
Peoria the follotving nanled persons were assessed in the amounts here given: 
Archihald Allen, $150; Noah Beauchamp, Sr., $200; Noah Beauchamp, $200; 
John Barker, $400; John L. Eogardus, $500; Joseph Bryant, $300; Cornelius 
Ijrown, $150 ; John Dixon, $350 ; William Eads, $350 ; Abner Eads, $800 ; Sam- 
uel Fulton, $300; Isaac Funk, $200; Jesse Harrison, $50; John Hamlin, $400; 
William Holland, $800 ; E. and N. Hyde, $700 ; Jacob M. Hunter, $50 ; Charles 
Love, $150; Augustus Langworthy, $200; J. Latham, $300; Philip Latham, $100; 
Daniel Like, $50; Alvah Moffatt, $60; Aquilla Moffatt, $40; Jesse McLaree, 
$25 ; Henry Neely, $150 ; Martin Porter, $100; Amherst C. Ransom, $100; 
George Sharp, $600; Joseph Van Scoik, $50; Isaac Waters, $100. 

.At Chicago the following assessn~ents were made: John B. Beaubein, $1,000; 
Tonas Clyborne, $625 ; John K. Clark, $250 ; John Crafts, $5,000; Jerry Clermont, 
$100; LOLI~S Cantra, $ jo ;  John Kinzie, $500; Joseph Laframboise, $50; C, La- 
framboise, $100; David .McKee, $100; Peter Piche, $100; Alexander PVolcott, 
$572; Antoine Wilmette, $400-thirteen in all. 

At the Trading House (Wesley City) Antoine Alscome, $50; Francis Bour- 
bonne, $200 ; Louis Beabor, $700 ; Francis Bourbonne, Jr., $100-four in all. 

At Mackinaw Point (near which is the village of Dillon) Allen S. Dougherty, 
$100 ; Walter Dillon, $250 ; Nathan Dillon, $400 ; Absalom Dillon, $200 ; Thomas 
Dillon, $300; Jesse Dillon, $727; John Dillon, $93; \Villiam Davis, $200; Hugh 
Montgomery, $200; Alexander McNaughton, $150; Eli Redmon, $35; Henry 
Redmon, $35 ; Peter Scott, $50-thirteen in all. 

,4t Ten Mile Creel;, William Blanchard, $150; Elza Bethard, $275; Reuben 
Bratton, $135; Thomas Banks, $50; Hiram M. Curry, $225; Major Donahue, 
$200; Seth Fulton, $100; David Mather, $200; John and William Phillips, $400; 
John Stepl~enson, $40; Edmond Weed, $174; Jacob Wilson, $300-twelve in all. 

At Farm Creek, Andrew Barker, $100; Austin Crocker, $200; Thomas Cam- 
lin, $300; Stephen French, $200; James Fulton, $12.50; Josiah Fulton, $150; 
Elisha Fish, $200 ; Jacob Funk, $500; Joshua Harlin, $150; George Ish, $250; 
Joseph Smith, $55*eleven in all. 

At La Salle Prairie, Elias P. Avery, $200; Stephen Carroll, $150; Gilbert 
Field, $150; John Griffin, $50; George Harlan, $150; Lewis Hallock, $50 ; John 
Ridgeway, $100; Hugh Walker, $50-eight in all. 

At Illinois Prairie (Tazewell county) George Cline, $70; John Cline, $264; 
Nathan Cromwell, $300; Jesse Egrnan, $100; Levi Ellis, $25 ; William Clark, 
$250; Levi Gilbert, $25 ; James Latta, $200; Levi McCormick, $50; Joseph Ogee, 
$200; Isaac Perkins, $400; John Somnlers, $300; Ephraim Stout, Sr., and Jr., 
$500 ; Jonathan Tharp, $100 ; Ezekiel Turner, $150; Seth Wilson, $200; Samuel 
Woodrow, $I 50 ; Hugh Woodrow, $25-eighteen in all. 
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At Fox River, Robert Baresford, $50; Fred Countryman, $50; Aaron Haw- 
ley, $200; Pierce Hawley, $300; John L. Ramsey, $200; Jesse Walker, $50- 
six in all. 

At Little D,etroit, Thomas N. Brierly, $100;  Abner N. Cooper, $120; Peter 
Du Mont, $50; George N. Love, $35+four in all. 

At Prince's Grove (Princeville) , John Patterson, $20 ; Daniel Prince, $200- 
two in all. 

I t  will have been seen by the reader that in the year 1825 or  two years after 
the organization of the county, there were but one hundred and twenty taxable 
inhabitants, one-fourth of which were assessed at Peoria, forty-four in all, living 
in what is now Peoria county. The others were a t  Chicago, Mackinaw Point, 
Ten ,Mile Creek, Farm Creek, La Salle Prairie, Fox River, Little Detroit and 
Prince's Grove. 



CHAPTER XVII 

EARLY TIIOROUGI-IFt\RES-FIRST ROAD LAID OUT BY PEORIA AUTHORITIES-FERRIES 
AXD BRIDGES-DIXON'S FERRY-THE ILLINOIS RIVER-PRIMITIVE STEAMBOAT- 
IXG-PEORIA A N  IMPORTANT RAILROAD CENTER-ILLINOIS TRACTION SYSTEM. 

It  is highly probable that at the time of the building of Fort Clark there 
was not a white man's dwelling within many miles of it and the only roads, if such 
they may be called, were Indian trails. However, the public surveys of TazewelI 
county, made in 1823, show a thoroughfare marked "Road to Fort Clark," which 
on the map indicated that t'he road run along the township line between Grove- 
land and Fond du Lac, at the head of a ravine through which meanders Cole 
creek. This was the original course of the road running from Peoria to Spring- 
field, and it might be taken for  granted, there was a road, as described above, 
from Fort Clark to the lower settlements anterior to the birth of either Peoria 
or Springfield, and was used by the soldiers of the fort. If such is the case, 
then this was the first road connecting the future Peoria with the outer world. 

A history of Illinois was published by Rufus Blanchard in 1883 and the map 
it contained shows a trail styled the "Fort Clark and Wabash Trace," running 
from Fort Clark to Terre Haute. Historian Blanchard says: "It was a well 
traveled road from the settlements of southern Ohio and Indiana to Fort Clark 
in an early day." This was, in all probability, the road marked on the Tazewell 
surveys. This survey also shows a road called "Kellogg's Trail from Peoria to 
Galena, 1825," on practically the route chosen for the Galena state road, after- 
wards laid out by way of Princeton. Of this Mr. Blancltard says: "This trail 
shows the first overland route from Peoria to Galena. I t  was made by Mr. Kel- 
logg, an old pioneer settler, in 1825, and subsequently became a well known 
route." Another road, as shown by the map, was laid out or in existence in 
1822, ant1 was designated as a mail route from Peoria, by way of Lewistown to 
Rushville, and diverging from the latter place to Quincy, Pittsfield and Jackson- 
ville. 

The first road laid out by the authorities of Peoria county was that for which, 
at the June session (1825) of the county commissioners' court, Norman Hyde 
and Alexander McNaughton had been appointed viewers, with authority to lo- 
cate. This road led from the ferry landing opposite the hamlet of Peoria to the 
"Old Crossing" on Sugar creek, near Robert N'usick's where the remains of a 
bridge were found. As this road trended south, it is presumed the old Fort 
Clark road crossed the creelc at this point. Two years after the laying out of 
this road by the county, the legislature, on the 12th day of February, 1827, made 
it a state road, and it became the stage and mail route between Peoria and Spring- 
field. In the act of creating the state road Springfield, Musick's on Salt creek, 
Thomas Dillon's and Peoria were mentioned as being on its line. 

On January 23, 1826, an  act of the legislature was passed providing for a 
state road leading from Peoria to Danville, the county seat of Vermilion county, 
and thence to the state line. Abner Eads, Samuel Fulton and Dan W. Beckwith 
were named in the act as viewers to locate the road. These men performed their 
duty and were assisted by Orlin Gilbert and James Barnes, chain carriers, and 
IVilliam Rowan, who blazed the trees marking the line of direction. A special 
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act passed by the legislature in 1831, five years later, by which they received pay 
for  their labors, was secured. 

At the January (1826) session of the county commissioners' court, viewers 
were appointed to locate a road leading from Peoria to a point at the northern 
boundary of the county and also for a road leading from Peoria to as  equally 
an indefinite point at its southern boundary. These roads were subsequently 
ordered to be opened a sufficient width for the passage of teams. At this same 
term viewers were appointed to locate a road from Peoria, passing the "Trading 
Postv-later Wesley City-and the house of Isaac Perkins, to intersect the 
Springfield road at or near Prairie creek. 

The first road laid out leading in the direction of Chicago was provided for 
by the commissioners' court, when, a t  its September (1826) session, John Barker, 
George Harland and Samuel Fulton, viewers appointed to locate a road from 
Peoris to the eastern boundary of the county, made their report and the road was 
established. Later, in 1833, the legislature appointed Lewis Bigelow, of Peoria 
county, John M. Gay, of Putnam county, James B. Campbell, of La Salle county, 
and James IiTalker, of Cook county, viewers to locate a road from Peoria to the 
mouth of Fox river (South Ottawa) and thence to Chicago. That part of the 
road mentioned to run "from Peoria to the mouth of the Fox river,'' was sub- 
stantially the one located by the viewers appointed by the county commissioners 
at their June session of 1826. It went by way of Metamora (Hanover), Mag- 
nolia, Union Grove, Ottawa and thence to Chicago. I t  will have been seen by 
the reader that by this time, the year 1833, Peoria had secured the state roads of 
great inlportance to the settlement-one to Springfield and the south, one to Dan- 
ville and the east-which became the main thoroughfare for immigration, and the 
other, to Chicago and the great lakes. 

The lead mines at Galena early attracted that class of settlers who were short 
of ready money, and they sought the wages paid there with which many of them 
subsequently bought land here and in other settlements. A thoroughfare to 
Galena, therefore, became a matter for the consideration of those in authority 
and consequently, at the September term of the commissioners' court Isaac 
Waters, Xorman I-lyde and John Ray were appointed viewers to locate a road to 
"the lead mines." ,4t the March term, 1828, the order was modified so as to read, 
towards the lead mines as far as the jurisdiction of the court extended. From 
this beginning the famous Galena road came into existence and the legislature, 
on the 18th day of January, 1833, declared it to be a state road. I t  commenced 
at the public square and followed the line of Adams street to the limits of the 
city, thence by the river road to a point near Mossville, thence on a line north 
through Northampton, Windsor (now Tiskilwa), Princeton, Dixon's ferry, 
thence northwesterly to the west line of Stephenson county, where it intersected 
the Chicago and Galena road and from there on to Galena. From this time on 
roads were laid out when needed, but it was several years before another state 
road was established in the county. 

FERRIES AND BRIDGES 

The first ferry in Peoria is supposed to have been located at the foot of the 
bridge, but when and by whom remains in the dark. I t  was there in 1821, when 
Ossian Ross came to the mouth of the Spoon river and learned of this ferry and 
the only other one on the river, which was a t  Beardstown. H e  a t  once saw the 
virtue of another ferry, as the two then doing business were ninety miles apart. 
He, therefore, established a third one at what is now Havana and prospered, his 
enterprise yielding him, so history has it, an annual income of $2,000 for many 
years. ~McCulloch, in his history of the county, relates that "James Eads, son 
of William Eads, says his uncle, Abner Eads, established the first ferry at 
Peoria." 

The legislature in 1827 passed an act requiring all ferry keepers charging toll 
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to procure a license from the county commissioners' court before commencing 
operations and by the same legislative measure the court was vested with author- 
ity to grant such licenses, fix the toll rates and license fee and sit upon complaints 
against keepers not observing the law governing their vocation. By the same 
act ferry keepers were required to have good boats and equipment, to run their 
boats from daylight until dark, and, upon call, to carry passengers at any hour 
of the night and charge double for the service if they so desired. And it seems 
that passes for public servants were in vogue even a t  that early day, for the act 
also stipulated that public messengers and expresses, and jurymen while on their 
way to court, should be carried free of charge. 

The custom had been heretofore upon the granting of a ferry license to fix 
the rates of toll. For example, John L. Bogardus had been authorized to make 
certain charges at his ferry and those licensed after him were allowed to  fix 
the same rates. However, at the June term, 1826, the county commissioners' 
court fixed the tolls to be charged on all ferries crossing the Illinois river as 
follo\vs : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For each foot passenger 6% cents 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For man and horse .12% cents 

For Dearborn, sulky, chair with springs,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .50 cents 
One-horse wagon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .25 cents 

. . . . . . . . .  For four-wheeled carriage drawn by two oxen or horses.. . 3 7 5  cents 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For cart with two oxen .37% cents 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For every head neat cattle, horses or mules.. .IO cents 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  For each hog, sheep or goat 3 cents 

. . . . . . . .  For every hundred weight of goods, wares and merchandise. 6% cents 
For each bushel of grain or articles sold by the bushel.. . . . . . . . . . . .  3 cents 

A11 other articles in equal and just proportion. 

I t  was further ordered by the court that the Eogardus ferry might collect 
double rates when the river should be out of its banks and prevent a landing at 
the first material bend in the (Farm) creek from the ferry. 

At  the December, 1829, term of the county commissioners' court George Miller 
, and James Scott were licensed to keep a ferry at Hennepin, and at the June term 
1 William See, a A'fethodist minister, was authorized to keep a ferry on the Calu- 

met river, at the head of Lake Michigan. In July, 1830, the list of ferries given i below paid licenses as follows: 
I 

William Haines, Pekin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$ 4.00 
........................... Willian~ Eads, Trading House 2.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John L. Bogardus, Peoria 10.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Matthew I!$ Chandler, The Narrows.. 2.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Miller & Scott, Hennepin 2.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James Adams, Little Vermilion 2.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Clyborne & Miller, Chicago.. 2.00 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  William See, Calimink. 2.00 

Other ferry licenses were granted from time to time to Jesse Egrnan, Septem- 
ber 30, 1830, at Kingston; Thompson and Wright, December, 1830, a t  Au Sable; 
Abiler Eads, January, 1831, a t  foot of Liberty street, near the ravine. In  March, 
1832, the license of Matthews & Chandler, at the Narrows, was revoked and 
one granted to Vincent Barton, father of W. C. H. Barton, for whom the vil- 
lage of Eartonville was given its name. The ferry in a year or two thereafter 
passed into the control of Charles Ballance. In 1832 a license to keep a ferry 
at a point opposite the extinct village of Allentown, between Rome and Chilli- 
cothe, was granted Samuel Allen. 

With the advent of bridges the ferries soon went into a state of "innocuous 



138 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

desuetude." The first attempt to build a public bridge in the county was in 
March, 1827, when the county commissioners' court "then proceeded to examine 
and ascertain a suitable site for a public bridge across Kicltapoo creek and, after 
thorough examination, decided on the following place: 'Immediately above the 
present crossing of the public road from Peoria to Lewistown.' " The matter 
went no further than this until the December term, when the proposed location 
was again inspected and a contract was awarded John L. Bogardus for the build- 
ing of the bridge, whose bond was fixed a t  $500. This he gave with John Dixon 
and Augustus Langworthy as sureties. Bogardus failed, however, in making 
good his contract and at the March, 1828, term it was ordered that suit be 
brought against him and his bondsmen. 

Another order was entered by the commissioners' court, June 13, 1829, for 
the erection of a bridge across the Kiclcapoo creek at the ford on the Lewistown 
road frm Peoria, "164 feet in length, to rest against two certain trees, one on each 
side marked 'B.' " The contract was let to John Cameron, who finished worlc 
the same year, which was accepted and a balance of $50 due him was paid. The 
total cost of the structure has not been recorded. Subsequently the building of 
'bridges became more frequent and today, wherever a road crosses a stream of 
any importance, there a good bridge is standing for the accommodation of the 
public. And the Illinois, as wide as it is in this locality, is spanned at more than 
one point in the county, by both wagon and railroad bridges, made and erected 
to meet the requirements of a busy and prosperous community. 

Early in the year 1912 a magnificent new bridge crossing the Illinois river was 
completed by the Peoria & Pekin Union Railway Company, a t  a cost of about 
$750,000. The work was begun on the structure early in 1909. I t  is 1,032 feet 1 in length and the channel opening is 127 feet in the clear. While in course of 
construction two attempts were made to blow up the structure by dynamite. An 
unexploded bomb and mechanism attached to it was happily discovered in time 
and it is suspected that John and James McNamara, recently convicted of dyna- 
miting the Los Angeles Times building, in which a number of lives were lost, 
were implicated in the movement to destroy the Peoria bridge. This new high- 
way across the river, it is estimated, has increased the transportation facilities of 
Peoria at least one hundred per cent. 

There are not many people in this vicinity nor in the locality where the people 
are more interested in the matter, who are aware of the fact that a Peorian was 
the primary means of the founding of the city of Dixon, but such is the case. 
Judge McCulloch, in his history of Peoria county, gives the facts in the follow- 
ing short paragraph, and as they relate to men who were pioneers of Peoria 
county, they are here preserved as a part of local history: 

"John Dixon, who had for some years been clerk of the circuit court of 
Peoria county, had taken a government contract to carry the mails every two 
weeks from Peoria to Galena. To  facilitate the work Joseph Ogee, the half- 
breed heretofore mentioned, was sent, or went of his own accord, to establish a 
ferry across Rock river at the present site of the city of Dixon, which was for 
a short time operated by him; but his management not proving satisfactory to 
Dixon, the latter bought him out and removed with his family to that place. The 
ferry was ever afterward called Dixon's Ferry, and it was in this way and by 
two Peorians, the city of Dixon was started and received its name. The viewers 
were Joseph B. Meredith, of Peoria county; John D. Winter and Joseph Smith 
of Jo Daviess county, and Charles Boyd, of Putnam county. Meredith drew from 
the treasury of Peoria county $50 for his services as surveyor." 
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RIVER AND RAILROAD TRAFFIC 

The first travelers of the white race came to Peoria by way of the Illinois 
river and for  many years thereafter, before land vehicles were available, the 
canoe, skiff and flatboat were used by the Indians, hunters, adventurers, voy- 
ageurs and settlers. The Illinois river was the favorite thoroughfare for the 
transportation of articles of value and until the advent of the railroad traffic by 
water was of no inconsiderable consequence and value. 

Tradition, or history has it that the first steamboat seen at the city of Peoria 
was the "Liberty," which had arrived at this port in December, 1849, but from 
whence no one knows. I11 the spring of 1830 the "Triton" tied up here, having 
come from St. Louis with a stock of merchandise for John Hamlin. This same 
John Hamlin, whose name appears in this volume many times, secured a half 
interest in the "Fairy," in 1832, which on its return trip from Peoria was lost near 
the mouth of the Missouri river. In  1839 the "Friendship," the "Exchange," 
the "Utility" and the "Peoria" were all in these waters. 

Gy 1834 immigratioil to Peoria had set in steadily and river traffic increased 
to a con~paratively large extent. The "Winnebago," the "Argus," the "Herald" 
and "Jo Daviess" plied between ports all along the river and carried many tons 
of freight to and from Peoria. All of these vessels did a passenger business and 
brought a number of distinguished visitors to the growing city. The "Jo Da- 
viess" was owned in Peoria, by its captain, William A. Hall and his brother, 
David. The craft was sunk near the mouth of the Spoon river early in 1836. 
There were other citizens of Peoria who had an interest in vessels touching here. 
Captain W. S. Moss, a prominent merchant, bought the hull of a damaged boat, 
at St. Louis, and brought it to Peoria, where it was completely rebuilt. By 1851 
the traffic had become so large that Drown, in his history of the times, gives con- 
siderable space to the subject and mentions the landing of 1,236 vessels at Peoria 
during the year. 

When the Illinois and Michigan canal was completed in 1848, the river trade 
at Peoria began to suffer. There was an alert and vigorous rival with which to 
contend. Chicago held out inducements to those engaged in the river business 
and the tide of commerce turned her back on Peoria and headed for the embryo 
n~etropolis. 

In 1851, the "lllinois River Express Line," with its packet boats made weekly 
trips from St. Louis to La Salle, one leaving St. Louis every day except Sunday. 
These vessels, the "Ocean Wave," the "Connecticut," the "Gladiator," the "Ava- 
lanche," the "Prairie Bird" and the "Prairie State" catered principally to pas- 
senger business, but on their lower decks merchandise and other articles of com- 
merce were shipped in large quantities. One of the noted river men of those days 
was Captain Thomas Ealdwin, master of the "Aunt Letty," named after his 
wife. H e  had also commanded the "Lucy Bertram." The Captain became one 
of Peoria's most esteemed and influential citizens and at the time of the Civil war 
was placed in command of the United States gunboat, Romeo. 

Other boats of the early day that might be mentioned were the "Bell Gould," 
the "Amazonia~"' the "Cataract," the "Hibernia," "Sam Gaty," "Sam Young," 
"Louisville," "F. X. Aubrey," "Altoona," "Americus," "Brazil," "Polar Star," 
"Challenge," "La Salle," "Lacon," "Schuyler," "City of Pekin," "City of Peoria," 
"Illinois" and "Beardstown." 

The advent of the railroad was the forerunner of the doom of river traffic at 
this port. The trade began to dwindle almost from the start until today it might 
well be termed a negligible quantity. But few boats touch a t  Peoria and most 
of the traffic is by the passenger boats, which depend almost entirely on their 
revenues from excursionists during the summer months. 

Strange to relate, the city of Peoria has not one trunk line entering its con- 
fines, but to offset this seeming disadvantage, it is the terminal for fourteen 
branch roads, arteries of some of the greatest systems of railroads in the United 
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States. Coupled with these is the famous Illinois Traction System of interurban 
railways, which not only brings into the city each day visitors and shoppers, but 
also contributes to storehouses and busy marts shipments of vast quantities of 
merchandise and other valuables. A statistician connected with the Peoria As- 
sociation of Commerce has, by research and computation, arrived at the conclu- 
sion that Peoria "outranks every other city of its class in the United States in 
transportation facilities." The railroads centering in Peoria are: 

The Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway. (Eastern terminals, Chicago 
and Peoria.) 

The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. (Eastern terminals, Chicago, Peoria 
and St. Louis.) 

The Iowa Central. (Eastern terminal, Peoria.) 
The Rock Island and Peoria. 
The Toledo, Peoria and Western. (Under control of the Pennsylvania Corn- 

PanY. ) 
The Lake Erie & Western. (Under Lake Shore & Michigan Southern con- - 

trol and ownership. j 
The Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis. (Vanderbilt system.) 
The Vandalia Line-Terre Haute & Peoria. (Under control of the Penn- 

sylvania Railroad Company.) 
The Illinois Central. (Peoria, Decatur & Evansville Division.) 
The Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis. 
The Chicago & Alton. 
The Chicago & Northwestern. 
The Peoria & Pekin Union Railway. (Terminal line.) 
The Peoria & Pekin Terminal Railway. 

STREET RAILWAYS 

For the convenience of citizens and the traveling public, omnibus lines were 
the first means of conveyance in Peoria, but these were not regularly established 
by organized companies, their existence being due simply to the enterprise of livery 
men. As the city grew and the railroads increased their passenger traffic, the 
need of more rapid transportation in and over the city became apparent. This led 
to the application of certain capitalists in 1867 for a charter, to empower the 
"Central City Street Railway Company" to build a line of street railway in Peoria. 
The board of directors were De W-itt C. Farrell, John C. Proctor, John L. Gris- 
wold, Horace C. Anderson and Washington Cockle. These gentlemen resigned 
and a new board was elected in August, 1868, the project up to that time not 
having made satisfactory progress. William R. Burt was made president of the 
board, Nelson Burnham, secretary, and Edward H. Jack, treasurer. Nothing, 
however, was accomplished that year and the year 1869 was well on its way when, 
in October the last named members of the board of directors were superseded by 
William Reynolds, John L. Griswold, Washington Cockle, Henry R. Woodward, 
Joseph VCT. Cocl~ran, Joseph H. Wight and James T. Rogers. William Reynolds, 
president, Joseph W. Cochran, secretary, and James T. Rogers, treasurer. On 
October 6, 1869, the company was granted a franchise by the ,city council, for 
the construction of railway tracks over a stated portion of the city. December I, 

1869, two miles of track commencing on South street was finished and four horse 
cars in operation. The enterprise proved a success from the start and within a 
month therefrom the line was continued from Main street to the vicinity of the 
American pottery. The company had purchased the land known as Central Park 
and in the spring of 1870 tracks were laid to the pleasure grounds. November 
10, 1871, the Peoria Horse Railway Company received from the council a fran- 
chise for  a double-track line along Washington street from Persimmon to  main, 
along Main and the Farmington road to Elizabeth street, along High from Main 
to  Elizabeth and on Elizabeth north to the city limits; also for a single track 
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along Floral street to Bourland', on Eourland to Hansel, on Hansel to the city 
limits; along North street from Main to Armstrong avenue, and on Armstrong 
avenue to Taylor street and to Bluff street; also along the Knoxville road from 
&fain to the city limits. 

May 17, 1873, the Fort Clark Horse Railway Company was organized by 
Jacob Darst, John S. French, John H. Hall, William E. Bunn and Jacob Littleton. 
Under the franchise granted the company had authority to lay track, some of 
which paralleled the "Central's," which eventually led to the last named company 
absorbing its rival. 

April 20, 1888, the Central City Horse Railway Company was reorganized as 
the Central Railway Conlpany and changed from horse to electric power. The 
Fort Clarlr Company was given authority to adopt electric power May 18, 1891, 
and changed its corporate name to the Fort Clark Street Railway Company, 
March 11, 1892. 

The Peoria Rapid Transit Company was organized December 10, 1891, mainly 
to benefit the Central Company and laid tracks on Monroe and Fifth. These 
tracks .with others of the Central paralleling the Fort Clark road, made the lat- 
ter's business hazardous to its stockholders and as a result the Fort Clark road 
lost its identity by being merged with its competitor. 

The Peoria Heights Street Railway Company was organized October I, 1892, 
and the Glen Oak & Prospect Heights Railway Company, May 7, 1896. The 
latter company operated a single track road, which began at the intersection of 
Main street and Glendale avenue and from thence run to the old Mount Hawley 
road at the "Alps." From there the line continued past Glen Oak Park and 
Springdale cemetery to the village of Prospect Heights. The stock of this road 
is largely held by the Central City company. 

ILLINOIS  TRACTION SYSTEM 

The Illinois Traction System known as the McKinley Lines runs from Peoria 
through Springfield to St. Louis, a distance of one hundred seventy-four miles 
and is the only railroad between these two points that has its own rails all the 
vay, its own terminals and bridges. Trains run from the courthouse square in 
Peoria to the corner of High and Twelfth streets in St. Louis, the very heart of 
the hotel, business and theatre district. 

Over forty-five passenger trains and cars a day enter and leave Peoria. 
From Peoria the traction also runs to Bloomington, Decatur, Champaign, Urbana 
and Danville, also to Springfield. Decatur and Springfield are connected, mak- 
ing five hundred miles of high speed lines owned and operated by this road. 

The station in Peoria is located at the corner of Hamilton and Adams streets 
where the offices of the Vice President, Executive, the General Counsel, the Chief 
Surgeon, the Chief Operating Engineer, the Purchasing Agent and the Depart- 
ment of Publicity are also located. At the corner of Washington and Walnut 
is located the freight house, the car barns and the power house. The freight 
house has but recently been enlarged and affords shipping facilities unequalled 
by other roads. 

The Illinois Traction System is the only electric line in the world to operate 
sleeping cars. These run nightly between Peoria and St. Louis. They leave the 
station in Peoria at  I I :30  p. m. arriving at  St. Louis at 7 :05 a. m. These cars, 
designed by officials of the Traction System, are said to be the finest sleepers on 
wheels, being much superior to Pullmans. They have windows in the upper 
berths. Steel lockers for valuables are placed in the wall at the head of each 
berth. The berths are not made into seats and have six inch spring beds and 
are six inches longer than standard Pullmans. They are as comfortable as a 
bed. These cars are lighted by storage batteries with lights in each berth. 

Another innovation for an electric line is parlor cars. These have every 
convenience and were designed for comfort and easy riding. They have large 
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observation platforms, comfortable arm chairs and for  a small charge offer 
privacy and luxury. These cars run to Springfield, Bloomington, Decatur and 
St. Louis. 

The System also handles all classes of freight. Rapid delivery of freight is 
a big feature. Goods delivered to the freight house in the evening reach ally \ 
point on the Traction the next morning. This is true of all terminals. Regulation 
freight equipment is handled by the Traction which has elevators and connections 
with steam roads for its freight business. Belt lines around Decatur, Spring- 
field, Edwardsville and Granite City have recently been completed for the more 
rapid handling of its freight trains. 

The lines were built and put in operation from Bloomington to Peoria in 
1906 and 1907, and in 1908 from RiIackinaw Junction to Springfield. 

The street car lines in Peoria were acquired by the System in 1904 and 
' 

work was started on the RIcKinley bridge across the Illinois. The power hol1se 
was rebuilt and enlarged to furnish current for the local lines and the interurban, 

Since acquiring the street car lines they have been practically rebuilt and to- 
day are said to be the best in the west for a city of the size of Peoria. 

The Illinois Traction is in every respect a railroad doing all classes of rail- 1 
road business. It  operates freight trains and gives an unexcelled passenger 1 
service. Cars leave Peoria for all points every hour and arrive on the same 
schedule. This frequence of service is a great convenience for travelers. The 
local cars stop at all highway crossings making it possible for the farmer to visit 
the city as he pleases. The limited cars stop at stations only and make as good I 

time as the steam roads. 
At St. Louis across the Jlississippi the System has built the. hIcKinley Elec- 

tric Bridge at a cost of four million, five hundred thousand dollars. This is the 
largest bridge ever built by an electric railroad and the heaviest in carrying 
capacity of any that crosses the river. A handsome passenger station and ter- 
minal facilities have hut recently been finished. 

During the last year, the Traction has installed a complete system of auto- 
matic electric block signals. These are absolutely automatic in their operation 
and assure perfect safety in train operation. They are placed a t  all meeting 
points, curves and subways and render collision practically impossible. It  is 
interesting to note that the Traction has more signals of this type than any other 
electric road in the United States. 

In the northern part of the state the I\IcKinley interests own and control 
the Chicago, Ottawa and Peoria Railway Company. This interurban operates 
one hundred miles of track connecting Princeton, L a  Salle, Spring Valley, 
Ottawa, Streator and Joliet. Eventually these lines will enter Chicago and be 
connected with the Illinois Traction System, making a continuous interurban 
from St. Louis, Missouri, to Chicago, via Peoria. 

William E. McKinley is the founder and builder and president of these inter- 
urban lines. He is also well known from his public life, having represented the 
nineteenth district of Illinois in congress for six terms. H e  is a member of the 
committee of foreign affairs and was for four years chairman of the committee 
on coinage weights and measures. 

H. E. Chubbuck, vice president and general manager of all the McKinley 
interests, lives in Peoria. Mr. Chubbuck is one of the foremost men in the elec- 
trical business in the United States. His father and grandfather also spent their 
lives in the electrical industry. His grandfather then living in Utica, New Yorli, 
had the distinction of collaborating with Morse in the invention of the telegraph. 
His father invented the sounder and established the first factory for the manu- 
facture of telegraph instruments in the United States. Mr.  Chubbuck is the 
head of an organization of more than three thousand, five hundred men. His 
offices are in Peoria and he has made this city his permanent home, having bought 
property on Moss avenue. He is well known in Peoria, taking an active interest 
in all its business and social affairs. 



CHAPTER XVIII  

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS O F  PEORIA\ COUNTY-THE CATHOLIC CI-IURCI-I F IRST I N  
T H E  F I E L G T H E  METHODISTS STRONG I N  T H E  F-4ITH 4 N D  I N  NUMBERS- 

HISTOIZY 01' 3IAPU'Y C H U R C H E S  TO BE IJOUND I N  T H I S  CHAPTER.  

KOM.\N CATIIOLIC CHURCH. 

The story of the Roman Catholic church in Peoria county can best be told 
under several general headings. 

As with Colun~bus the church came to this continent so came it also with the 
sons of France who first rowed down our unknown streams and penetrated our 
trackless forests. The explorers were catholic: the n~issionaries, as well, Fre- 
quently the same individual was both the one and the other. Witness the names 
of Marquette, Hennepin, Allouez, Rasle and Gravier. 

The spring of 1673 saw Father James Marquette, Joliet and five fellow 
countrynlen ro~ving down the Wisconsin river to the RIississippi, thence down 
its current to the place where the Arkansas pitches itself into the Father of 
Waters. Here, satisfied that the &!ississippi empties into the Gulf instead of 
the Pacific ocean, they started on the return voyage. Just a little curious that as 
Colun~bus was seeking a short route to India and discovered America, so these 
seven Frenchmen in seeking a short passage to India opened up a territory com- 
pared with whose wealth the lure of India drops into utter insignificance. Mar- 
quette's Journal of his first glimpse of the Illinois country says: "We had seen 
nothing like this river for the fertility of its land, its prairies, wood, wild cattle, 
stag, deer, wild cats, swan, duclts, parrots and even beaver: its many lakes and 
rivers." Prophetic forecast, for the golden harvests of Illinois now find their 
way to Eendemeer and Bosphorus ! 

I Having satisfied themselves that the Mississippi afforded no short cut to 
India, they began the return and when at the mouth of the Illinois river they 
were told by the Indians of the place that this river offered a shorter way to the 
lakes, they ascended it and in that ascension we are privileged to chronicle the 
fact : 

Pcol-in Cott~zty First Fell UPOIL White  Alafz's Vision 

The exact date of this potent event we do not know, but the month and the 
year we are able to record. June 17, 1673, saw Marquette and companions 
entering the Rlississippi and two months later, we note him spending three days 
with the Indians of the Peoria village, announcing the Catholic faith to them 
and baptizing a dying child which was brought to him on the water's edge as he 
and con~panions were embarking to continue the journey to the Great Lakes. 

With the preaching of Father Marquette and the administration of the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism August, 1673, we are able to fix the humble beginning of the 
Catholic church in Peoria county. Its begiltni~zg i s  coeval ~ a ~ i t h  the adveizt of the 
first zellzite nzan to these parts. 

111 this voyage up the river a stop was made at the principal village of the 
143 
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Kaskaskias-a mission station was established, and from this establishment dates 
the authentic period of the Illinois history (1673). Seven years later La Salle 
descended the Illinois river on his way to the mouth of the Mississippi and while 
on that journey built Fort Creve Coeur, opposite the present city of Peoria. This 
marks the second step in the opening up of Illinois. While neither settlement 
was made in Peoria, they were both made in the portion of Illinois which since 
1875 is known in church geography, as 

T h e  Diocese of Peoria 

April 8, 1675, finds Father Marquette at the first Kaskaskia village-on the 
high gro~znd north of the Illinois river and south of the present village of Utica. 
The narrative tells us that five hundred chiefs and old men were seated in a 
circle round the priest while the youth stood without, to the number of fifteen 
hundred besides the many women and children. Marquette preached to them 
and on the following Thursday and Sunday-Holy Thursday and Easter Sun- 
day-celebrated Mass, the first clean Oblation ever offered to God in Illinois. 

April I rth and 14th, 1675, are the dates of the first Masses offered in the 
Diocese of Peoria. A little more than a month, later this first missionary passed 
to his reward near the mouth of the St. Joseph river, on the eastern shore of 
Lake Michigan. His thirty-eight years ending on the 18th of May, 1675, make 
the historian, however crude, feel they were the beginning of immortality and 
the Middle West places him among names she cannot afford to let die. 

After the death of Illinois' and Peoria county's first missionary, Father Allouez 
came to Kaskaskia on the Illinois (1677). Father Rasle, who was later murdered 
by the New Englanders at Norridgewock, Maine, in 1724, also visited Kaskaskia 
before 1700. 

I I 

T h e  cra of the discoeferer passes a d  the missionavy giz~es place to tlze e-z-plorev 
and the colonist. The idea grows upon us as we behold in Fort Creve Coeur 
(1680) the fourth of that chain of fortresses which La Salle's far-reaching plans 
contemplated. H e  had already established Fort Frontenac on Lake Ontario, 
Fort Conti on the River Niagara and Fort Miami. With these the church 
historian is not particularly concerned except as he finds them centers of mis- 
sionary activity. W e  have already noted Marquette's visit to Peoria county, 
1673, and a little inore than seven years later we chronicle the advent of the 
second missionary or rather band of missionaries. For New Year's day, 1680, 
witnessed La Salle, Tonti and twenty-five followers and three Franciscan mis- 
sionaries landing to begin the construction of Fort Creve Coeur. The mission- 
aries were Fathers Hennepin, Gabriel de la Rebourde and Zenobe Membre. 

March I ,  1680, saw the fort nearly finished. We cannot do better than let 
Hennepin tell the story in his own words: "Our fort was very nearly finished 
and we named it Fort Creve Coeur because the desertions of our men and the 
other difficulties which we labored under had almost broken our hearts. And we 
heard nothing of our ship and therefore wanted rigging and tackle for our bark 
-hI. de La Salle did not doubt then that his beloved Griffin (i. e. his transport 
and trading ship-Ed.) was lost, but neither this nor the other difficulties dejected 
him-his great courage buoyed him up, and he resolved to return to Fort Fron- 
tenac by land notwithstanding the severe and unspeakable dangers attending so 
great a voyage." 

Hennepin tells again of long consuItations had and the resolve that La Salle 
set out with three men and bring back with him all the necessary things for their 
discoveries. La Salle was intending to navigate the Mississippi to its mouth 
and Hennepin and two companions to go by the mouth of the Illinois to the upper 
Mississippi. 

The missionaries who had accompanied La Salle to Creve Coeur are now about 
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to scatter thenlselves for more widespread effort. We cannot do better than 
hear again the story in Hennepin's own words: "We were three missionaries 
for that handful of Europeans a t  Fort Creve Coeur and therefore we thought 
fit to divide ourselves. Father Gabriel de la Rebourde, being very old, was tc 
continue with our men at the fort. Father Zenobre Membre was to go among 
the Illinois, having desired it himself, in hopes to convert that numerous nation, 
and I was to go on without discovery." 

Tonti was left in command of the fort as La Salle with three men set out 
overlancl for Canada. Father Hennepin and two conlpanions went down the 
Illinois and began his memorable exploration of the upper Mississippi. Mean- 
while Father llembre lived in the cabin of the chief Oumahowha but the brutal 
habits greatly discouraged him. Gradually, however, he acquired their language. 
Tonti was deserted by most of his men and the aged Father de la Rebourde was 
adopted by Asapiata, an Illinois chief. 

In September, same year, the Peorias and Kaskaskias were attacked by an 
Irocluois army and fled. Tonti and the missionaries narrowly escaped and seeing 
no alternative set out for Green Bay in a wretched bark canoe. The following 
day being colnpelled to land for repairs while Tonti and Father Membre were 
making the repairs, Father de la Rebourde retired to the shade of a neighboring 
grove to recite his office. This was the last seen of him. Three Kickapoos had 
come upon him and killed him and thrown his body into a hole. His breviary 
eventually fell into the hands of a Jesuit missionary. 

Thus September 9, 1680, bears witness to the first martyr of the Illinois mis- 
sions in the person of Father Gabriel de la Rebourde, who in the seventieth year 
passed from earth, far indeed, from his native France. 

From the breaking up of Fort Creve Coeur in Autumn, 1680, to 1721, we 
behold the Catholic church in the ministrations of Father Gravier, Jesuit, who 
was here in 1693 and 1694, and who tells us of fervent Christians among the 
Indians. Even in the absence of the missionary the men assembled in chapel 
for morning and evening prayers. 

The year 1700 we see Father Gravier again in Peoria, but this time the medi- 
cine man incited a sedition in which the missionary was dangerously wounded 
and narrowly escaped his life. 

Father Moreat resided here for some time after Father Gravier's experience 
in 1700. The mission then became vacant, and the Indians in punishment for 
their cruelty to Father Gravier were cut off from the French trade. Father 
1Ioreat canle a second time to them in 1711, and found them someivl~at subdued 
and conscious of their former cruelty. On his return to Kaskaskia (on the 
blississippi) he sent from there Father de Ville to renew the faith among the 
Peorias. The next priest to visit this site was Father Charlevoix in 1721. At 
that time the chief's little daughter was dying and he brought her to the mis- 
sionary to be baptized. The chief wore on his breast a cross and figure of the 
Blessed Virgin. 

From 1721 until early in the next century silence falls upon tnissionary effort 
among the Indians in the Illinois country. This is so for the reason that tribal 
wars of the bitterest kind made such effort impossible. That their wars were 
relentless yet having in them elements of the noblest daring and greatest heroism 
the reader need but advert to the memorable siege of Starved,Rock, where, like 
Schamyl, on Gunib's height, ninety years later, valiant warriors looked down 
upon the enemy. But what traitors or new found paths could not do hunger and 
thirst did. 

Another explanation is found for a prolonged interruption of the missionary 
story in what here follows. In 1712 the French government began to send white 
settlers to this and other colonies, which stretched all the way from New Orleans 
to the Great Lakes. I t  granted valuable franchises to Crosat and Cadillac. The 

Vcl. I- 1 0 
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grant ended in disaster in 1717 and was quickly followed by the burs t i~g  of 
Law's bank in 1720. This was known in those days as the Mississippi Bubble 
and was doubtless Illinois' first experiment in high finance. The white settler 
lost his all. In 1736, war broke out with the Chickasaws and the Illinois troops 
met defeat. Illinois' first governor, D'Artaguiette and its second martyr priest, 
Father Senet, were put to death by slow torture at the stake. 

The Illinois troops under Bienville again tasted of defeat at the hands of the 
Chickasaws. Then came Vandruel, as governor of Louisiana, who later in 1760 
surrendered Montreal and the whole of Canada to England. 1763, just ninety 
years after Marquette's visit to Peoria, witnessed the passing of our city and 
surrounding territory fro111 French to short-lived British rule. 

Froill Father James IIarquette's visit, then, in 1673 to the proclamation of 
General Gage bearing date December 30, 1764, the catholic \Gas the only form of 
the christian religion known or proclaimed in Illinois. Bearing upon the fact: 
the early missionary phase of religion was exclusively catholic, Miss Jones, in 
her painstaking work entitled "Decisive Dates in Illinois History" writes: "Two 
strong motives led the French into the wilderness. One was the fur trade and 
the other was the love of their church which sent them as missionaries among 
the Anlerican Indians. \Vherever a trading-post was located, a mission was 
established. The priest with his altar on his back went side by side with the 
explorer and the trader. This was the case from the time of the building of 
Quebec, the first permanent settlement in Kew France by Sainuel Champlain in 
1608." 

The first proclamation of the first English Governor of the newly acquired 
territory has to do with religion and reads as follows. General Gage says: 
"And His Erittanic Majesty grants to the inhabitants of Illinois the liberty of the 
Catholic religion, as has already been granted to his subjects in Canada. He has 
consequently given the most precise and effective orders to this end that his new 
Roman Catholic subjects of the lllinois may exercise the worship of their religion 
according to the rites of the Roman church." 

The Eritish held possession of all this northwest territory until 1778 when 
Col. George Rogers Clark dislodged them. That Father Gibault greatly assisted 
the colonel the records shorn. Through him messengers were dispatched to 
Vincennes and Peoria (Ville du Maillet) assuring the French residents they 
were American allies and enemies of the English, against whose rule their racial 
feelings had protested for the past fourteen years. Father Gibault's services 
in this episode of the militant gospel were recognized in public eulogium in the 
legislation of Virginia in 1780. 

From the period of the revolution just adverted to, the local historian asks 
the reader to make a good long mental jump of more than fifty years. There 
are no records covering the intervening half century; in truth, there seems little 
to record other than a settling back into primeval wilderness and silence from 
which our territory was first awakened by Father Marquette on a memorable 
August day, 1673. 

T o  be exact, in dates, the mental jump brings historian and reader to Decem- 
her, 1837, and August, 1839. The former date tells of Mass celebrated in the 
house of Thomas Mooney, who in 1835, with his family came to the La Salle 
Prairie about sixteen miles up the river northeast of the present city of Peoria. 
Mr. Mooney's name attached itself to this early homeseeking in Peoria county 
and the place is rightfully called Mooney Settlement. The priest who first paid 
the few Catholic settlers there a visit was a fellow countryman of Father Mar- 
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quette. Born a t  Lyons, France, 1804, and ordained at St. Louis, by Eishop 
Rosati, April 6, 1833, the Rev. J. M. J. St. Cyr. has the distinction of being the 
iirst resident priest of Chicago and of building its first church-St. Mary's. 
I-le has also the pilgrim's experience of walliing froill (Chicago) Fort Dear- 
born to St. Louis. This foot journey enables us to chronicle his visit to Mooney 
Settlement and to resume the story of the Catholic church in Peoria county 
after more than fifty years of silence. 

The village of Kickapoo lays claim to possessing the first permanent Roman 
Catholic church edifice built in Illinois. The little stone church is still in use 
and its cornerstone was laid August 4, 1839. Fortunately the record of this 
lnost interesting early event has been preserved. 

"By the authority of the Eishop, the illustrious and Rt. Rev. Joseph Rosati, 
I have this day blessed and placed the (first) cornerstone of a church to be 
erected 1>y the faithful in Kickapoo, a mission connected with this parish and 
situated in the county of Peoria about sixty miles from La Salle, said church 
to be erected to the glory of God and of St. Patrick, Hishop of the Irish People." 
A ~ ~ g u s t  4, 1889. J. B. RAHO, C. 34. 

The local historian finds himself noting the passing of the early Jesuit and 
ITranciscan missionary and their places taken by the Lazarist, \\rho is to occupy 
no small space in the church Ilistory of central Illinois after the event chronicled 
by their worthy son, who came from the center of their religious activity at La 
Salle, Illinois, to lay the cornerstone of the first permanent Catholic church in 
Peoria county and perhaps in Illinois. Father Raho's name is closely associated 
with the beginnings of the Catholic activity, which has remained down to the 
present in the city of Peoria. He paid a short visit here in 1838 on his way from 
St. Louis to La Salle and a year later returned and celebrated Mass .at the home 
of Patrick Ward on the Jefferson street lot adjoining the present St. Mary's 
parochial school. 

From this date Mass was said now and then a t  the houses of various early 
settler Catholics. 

Services were held in a puhlic building for the first time in 1840. The distinc- 
tion l~elongs to Father Raho and the place the upper rooin of a frame building, 
corner 1Iain and Adams. where the McDougal drug store now stands. Father 
Raho was assisted by Fathers Parodi and Staehle. For a few years, the Sunday 
SIass was celebrated about once a month. From 1841 to 1843, public services 
were held on the lower side of Washington street about half way between Main 
and Fulton streets in what was known as Stillman's Row. 

The year 1843 bears witness to the visit of the first Catholic bishop to Peoria. 
13ishop Peter Kenrick of St. Louis came and celebrated Mass in Stillman's Row 
and also in the old courthouse. His visit was quite an event bringing Catholics 
from Galena, La  Salle, Black Partridge and Kickapoo. H e  confirmed twenty- 
seven and remained for some days delivering addresses for three consecutive 
evenings to mixed audiences in the courthouse. 

I t  was this visit which brought about the purchase of the ground which later 
hecame the site of old St. Mary's church-so many years the pro-cathedral of the 
diocese of Peoria. To-day the church building has passed but the grounds 
remain ornamented by a new and up-to-date parochial school which is the prop- 
erty of the parish and retains the name of St. Mary's. 

From Bishop Kenrick's visit to 1851 and 1852 when the first St. ,Mary's 
church was built, services were held in various places about the city chiefly in a 
little brick building on the alley between Madison and Jefferson streets. For 
many years afterward this same spot was the site of the first parochial school 
in Peoria. St. Mary's church, whose opening under Father Montuori, July 4, 
1852, we are all privileged to chronicle was dedicated some months later, April 
17, 1853, by Bishop Van de Velde-the second bishop of Chicago. From the 
opening of St. Mary's church in 1852 its abandonment May, 1889, in favor of 
the cathedral which now stands a thing of imposing beauty, sixteen.pastors pre- 
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sided over its destinies. Among the best known were Father Abraham J. Ryan, 
later known as "The Poet Priest of the South" and Fathers M. J. Hurley and 
Benjamin J. Spalding, whose early death was bemoaned but who left in the new 
St. Mary's, corner !Madison and Green streets, an enduring monument to his 
memory and an evidence that his ten years of pastorate were busy and fruitful 
years. 

I 
I 
I 

The Diocese of Peoria 
V I  

The setting apart, into a diocese bearing the name of our county seat, of a 
I 

zertain territory stretching across the entire width of central Illinois gives a 
new and significant prominence to the Catholic church story'of Peoria county. 

The diocese of Peoria was erected by Papal Brief, February 12, 1875, and its 
first Bishop Rt. Rev. John L. Spalding was consecrated in New York city by 
Cardinal McClosky, May I, 1877. Twenty-two days later he came to Peoria and 
for more than thirty years or to be exact until November, 1908, when his resigna- 
tion handed in two months previous, was accepted by Rome, he directed the 
destiny of the Catholic church in Peoria with rare administrative power; with 
wisdom, catholic in the broadest sense; with universal sympathy and with a gift 
of eloquence that would have marked him in any age or country; with a pen 
unfailing and chaste. All this lifted the diocese of Peoria to a place not explained 
by numbers or distinctive early history, however interesting. Doubtless in last 
analysis the historian in explanation, finds himself saying as Sir Arthur Helps 
said of Cardinal Ximines, "He is like a city on the margin of deep waters such 
as Genoa, where no receding tide reveals anything that is mean, squalid or 
unbecoming." 

When Bishop Spalding to* up his residence in Peoria, May, 1877, there were 
besides St. Mary's, St. Joseph s and St. Patrick's parishes. The year 1855 bears 
witness to the erection of St. Joseph's church. I t  was in every way unpretentious, 
a frame building fifty by thirty-two. Its first pastor and builder was Father 
Gipperich-formerly of Black Partridge-who remained until 1857. Among the 
well known and more prominent pastors of this church are Fathers Boers, 
Dieters, Baak, Rotter and Greve, who yet remains. The distinction of building 
the present permanent church dedicated in 1880 belongs to Father Baak, who 
began his pastorate in 1872. 

St. Patrick's, the largest of the Catholic parishes of the city of Peoria, began 
its particular history in 1862. Father Coyle, rector of St. Mary's, built a small 
frame church there for the wants of the growing population in "The Lower 
End." I t  was attended from St. Mary's, and became strong enough to stand 
alone, May I, 1868, when Father Hurley resigned the pastorate of St. Mary's 
to become the first and much loved pastor of St. Patrick's. H e  built the present 
permanent church, which was tried as by fire, but which arose again and 
was dedicated November 27, 1881. Father Hurley died December 11, 1892, and 
was succeeded by its present rector Rt. Rev. Bishop Peter J. O'Reilly. 

The parish of the Sacred Heart, whose proximity to the city hall makes the 
visitor know tlze clzurclz is in town  and suggests possibly the balance of civil and 
religious government-this church was the first of the new parishes which fol- 
lowed in fairly rapid succession under the stimulus of the first bishop of Peoria. 
Begun in 1880 it was for more than a decade cared for by the Capuchin Fathers, 
who in 1892 were succeeded by the Sons of St. Francis of Assissi. They have 
changed all the temporary buildings into permanent structures of approved 
architectural beauty. 

The year 1881 finds the population of "The Lower End" demanding nearer 
church accommodations and in this demand arose St. Boniface's parish. Its first 
rector and organizer was the Rev. F. Von Schwedler, who built a frame church 
and school and brick parochial residence. H e  was succeeded, 1892, by the Fran- 
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ciscan Fathers, who later erected the permanent church and school. The parish 
remains under their charge and shows yearly gains in membership and religious 
vitality. 

St. John's parish took birth July, 1 8 9 .  I t  found reason for its existence in 
the growth covered up by that somewhat mystic but comprehensive phrase "The 
Lower End." I t  was most fortunate in its first rector, who like the first rector 
of St. Boniface, came from Gilman, Illinois. 

The Rev. John P. Quinn had youth, vigor, industry, enthusiasm and eloquence. 
They were assets that cotlnted. January, 1911, he was advanced to  the Deanery 
of Ottawa, Illinois. His twenty years of residence in St. John's left a void in 
many hearts; they also left four permanent buildings in which to carry on the 
parochial life. He was succeeded by the Rev. T. E. Madden, of Arlington, 
Illinois. 

St. Mark's parish made a beginning July, 1891. .Its first rector and organizer 
was Rev. Francis J. O'Reilly, who came from Utica, Illinois, to do the work. 
He remained in charge until June, 1897, when he was advanced to the rectorship 
of St. Mary's cathedral and made chancellor of the diocese of Peoria. His six 
years of living on the West Bluff witnessed-after a year of temporary organiza- 
tion-the completion of the present permanent church and rectory. 

H e  was succeeded by Rev. James Shannon, who in December, 1910, was 
succeeded by Rev. John H. Burke, of Bloomington, Illinois. Father Burke, its 
third rector still cares for the spiritual needs of the growing parish. 

St. Eernard's, the newest of the congregations of the city of Peoria proper, 
was born of the spiritual needs of the people of the Catholic faith who sought 
homes in what is locally called the East Bluff. The parish was created and the 
church built in 1904 by Father I;. J. O'Reilly, while rector of the cathedral. 
Its first resident rector was appointed on the day of dedication, October, 1904. 
He remains and reigns successfully in the person of Rev. M. P. Sammon, who 
has since added to the parish equipment a parochial residence and school, both of 
permanent character and architectural beauty. 

St. Peter's, Averyville, callle into existence humbly enough toward the end 
of December, 1897. In August, 1898, the present church was dedicated and 
later a parochial residence was acquired. These things were done by Rev. F. 
J. O'Reilly while rector of St. Mary's Cathedral. The priests of the cathedral 
answered all its spiritual demands until August, 1911, when its first and present 
rector came in the person of Rev. Enos Barnes. 

E.rtra-IJrbau Territory 

Erimfield, Dunlap, Princeville, Elmwood, Edelstein, and Chillicothe all have 
churches and four of them are administered by resident priests. 

Erin~field claimed its first resident priest in 1867 and the honor fell to Rev. 
J. Murphy who has had twelve successors-among them Rev. Max Albrecht, 
Canon J. Moyinhan, Very Rev. James Shannon, present Vicar General of the 
Diocese of Peoria and the Rev. A. Mainville, rector since 1899. 

Elmwood for several years attended from Erimfield? secured a resident rector 
in 1892. Rev. D. A. Kelley to whom that distinction came was succeeded after 
a few months by Rev. J. W. Callias, who in turn was followed by Rev. hi. 
Dempsey, the present incumbent. 

Chillicothe after being an out-mission of Henry for some years, became a 
distinct parish entity in 1904, when the Rev. E. M. Hayden arrived as its first rec- 
tor. The present church building was erected by Rev. Edward Kniery, while 
coming now and then, as rector of St. Joseph's, Henry. The parochial residence is 
due to Father Hayden, who remained until autumn, 1911. He was succeeded 
by Rev. J. E. Roach. 

Catholicity came to Princeville with the early Irish and German settlers. 
At that time there was no church nearer .than Kickapoo or Peoria to which 
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places they were accustomed to drive. While the present Peoria diocese was 
part of the archdiocese of Chicago, the Catholic people of Princeville township 1 
were ministered to by priests from Peoria city. On September 7, 1867, the Rev. 
J. RlIurphy was appointed first rector of Princeville land his successors in turn 
have been, Rev. Max Albright, Rev. Chas. Wenserski, Rev. Father Moore, Very 
Rev. J. Canon Moyninhan, Rev. H. Schreiber, Rev. P. A. JIcGair, Rev. C. A. 
llausser and Rev. C. P. O'Seill. 

It was in Father Murphy's time that the old Presbyterian meeting house 
was purchased and made into a Roman Catholic church, the first in Princeville. 
Father Albrecht built the first rectory. The handsome new church was the 
work of Father McGair, while the present fine new rectory, together with the 
Christ chapel and the fittings for the church are the results of the labor of Father 
O'Neill, the present rector. 

Attached to the mother church in Princeville are two n~issions, one at Dun- 
lap and the other at Edelstein. At the former place is a strong parish composed 
of nlany of the leading citizens. The first church was built in 1879 by Father 
lloyninhan on groutld given by Alva Dunlap. This church known as St. Rose's 
served the congregation till the November of 1909 when it was destroyed by 
lightning. I t  has been replaced by a I~andsome new brick and stone structure 
in the English Gothic style and is now known as St. Clement's. 

St. Matthew's in Edelstein was the result of a gift by Matthew PllcDonnell, 
one of the early settlers of Hallocl< township arlcl a staunch Catholic. It  was 
built in 1901 and although the parish is small the members make up in enthusiasm 
what they lack in numbers. 

VII 
Ronzan Ca.tholic I~zstitzdtio~is 

Apart from distinct parochial organization and equipment, which is similar 
to that found elsewhere, the Eishop of Peoria was eager and persistent in the 
establishment of parish schools. I t  is noteworthy therefore, that in the city of 
Peoria each parish has its own school. Most of the buildings are new and models 
in equip~nent and efficiency. Five sisterhoods direct their progress. 

Higher education is represented by the Academy of Our Lady of The Sacred 
Heart, corner Eryan and hlaclison, and by the Spalditlg Institute, corner Afadison 
and Jackson streets. The former began in 1863 and has gradually added to its 
material endowment so that it is stronger to-day than at any time during the 
past half century. It  has continued under the management of the founders and 
their successors in the sanle sisterhood-Sisters of St. Joseph's, Carondelet, 1140. 
Many of the women of the leading fatnilies of Peoria and surrounding counties 
lovingly call it Alma Mater. 

Spalding Institute, which in 1901 opened its doors for young men seeking 
a higher education classical, commercial and scientific other than that obtainable 
in the ordinary graded school, is the personal gift of Bishop Spalding. Born of 
his brain and pocket book, it continues as it began, under the direction of the 
Brothers of Mary of Dayton, Ohio, to send forth its yearly quota of young 
men equipped in things of the mind for the more serious and strenuous problems 
of modern life. The building itself is one of the architectural triumphs of the 
city of Peoria. 

From the educational institutions we pass to the charitable and philanthropic, 
which have found material expression in the St. Francis Hospital, Home of the 
Good Shepherd and St. Joseph's Home for the Aged. , 

St. Francis' Hospital began in 1576. Four of the Bismark+xiled sisters 
were brought to Peoria by the Rev. B. Baak, rector of St. Joseph's church. 
They rented the Bradley home place on Adams street and remained there until 
the autumil of 1877, when Bishop Spalding secured for them the site on Glen 
Oak avenue, which they still occupy. They have not only annexed neighboring 
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lots for the needs of newer and up-to-date buildings and equipment a t  home; 
but they have gone abroad and almost annexed surrounding states. To a modern 
and highly efficient l~ospital and hlother House in Peoria, they have added ten 
new hospitals in Illinois, Michigan and Iowa. The acorn is now the oak. 

The Home of the Good Shepherd threw open its doors July, 1891. The 
impelling power was Bishop Spalding, who called on the various parishes of the 
diocese to lend the helping hand. The Catholics of the city of Peoria and many 
non-Catholics as well have colltinued their interest in and appreciation of the great 
sacrifices made by the sisters for the fallen and dangerously-near of our race. 

The local chronicler finds himself dwelling upon the bond which ties Peoria 
ill its Catholic history to St. Louis. The first bishop to visit Peoria was Bishop 
I(enric1~ of St. Louis, the first priest to say Mass here after the discoverer and 
the explorer had passed was sent by Bishop Rosati of St. Louis. The Sisters of 
St. Joseph'-s who opened the first Catholic school of learning here came from 
St. 1,ouis. The Brothers of Nary who direct the Spalding Institute ~zozu look to 
St. Louis as their Mother House and headquarters. The Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd came from St. Louis and as their home here grows they turn to St. 
Louis for other "Angels of Buena Vista" to continue the work. Though tried , by fire they have prospered and are to-day more flourishing than ever. Not 
Peoria county alone nor many counties of Illinois but neighboring states are 

1 indebted to their zeal for relieving them of many of the cares and burdens of 
charity. 

St. Joseph's Home for the Aged is a home-grown charity. I t  was given its I first impulse by Rev. C. Rotter, rector of St. Joseph's c h r c h .  December, 1902, 
I fou~ld it beginning in a humble way on Smith street. The present modern 

buildings twice added to are an index of the need for such an institution and of 
the ability to make things go which stands l~ack of it it1 the 11umble garl, of IbIother 
Pacifica. I t  has since sought other fields and conquered them. Nine schools 
and homes look to it for supply and guidance. Just now a new building to be 
used for training sisters as a mother house is lifting itself skyward on the West 
Bluff. 

VII I  

I\'e interrupted the story special to St. Mary's parish ~vhen we noted the pass- 
ing of old St. AIary's church, May 14, 1889, corner Jefferson and Bryan streets, 
in the cathedra!, corner (Madison and Green, which since May IS, 1889, has been 
not only the center of the parochial life for the people of St. hlary's but-being 
the Bishop's church and seat-of the directive Catholic life of Peoria and sur- 
rounding counties as well. The day of the openifig of the new cathedral was also 
the day of its dedication. Archbishops Feehan and Ireland, Bishops Ryan of 
Alton, Janssens of Cellville, Cosgrove of Davenport and Hennessy of Dubuque 
were prelates present. The Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Feehan and the 
sermon delivered by Bishop Hennessy. The next event which in the story of the 
parish had a wider than parochial interest was the consecration of Rt. Rev. P. J. 
O'Reilly as Eishop Auxiliary to Bishop Spalding. This event took place Septem- 
ber, 1900, and brought to Peoria many visiting Bishops. The consecrator was 
the apostolic delegate later known as Cardinal hiartinelli. 

Far and away the most important and most imposing event in the history of 
St. Mary's gathers itself around the silver jubilee of Bishop Spalding who, May 
I,  1902, celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of his consecration. There were 
present Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore; Archbishop Ireland of St. Paul; Arch- 
bishop Keane of Dubuque; Archbishop Kain of St. Louis; Archbishop Riordan, 
of San Francisco. Bishops Gabriels of Ogdensburg, N. Y., McQuaid of Roches- 
ter, N. Y.;  Byrne, of Nashville; Foley, of Detroit; Messmer, of Green Bay; 
Shanley, of Fargo, North Dakota; Cotter, of IVinona, Minnesota; Scannell, of 
Omaha; Burke, of St. Joe, Missouri; Dunne, of Dallas, Texas; Cosgrove, of 
Davenport; Glennon, of Kansas City; Muldoon, of Chicago; Ryan, of Alton; 
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I'RESnYTI~RI.\NISM A N D  PRESBYTERIANS I N  PEORIA COUNTY 

Janssens, of Eelleville, Illinois ; Moeller, of Columbus, Ohio ; and Conaty, Rector 
Catholic University, Washington, D. C. 

Since the dedication of St. @Mary's cathedral it has had four rectors: Rev. C. 1 
F. H. O'Neill, Rev. Martin O'Conner, Rev. F. J. O'Reilly and Rev. James Shan- 
non, present incumbent. The two former-after a pastoral directi0.n of six years 
passed to their reward. The Rev. F. J. O'Reilly, succeeding to the rectorship, 
June, 1897, and with the distinction of serving longest in point of years, was 
transferred to Danville, Illinois, December 8, 191 I. The Very Rev. James Shan- 
non, who now directs its spiritual and temporal interests is also Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Peoria. 

January 6, 1905, Bishop Spalding was suddenly stricken with paralysis, which, 
while not fatal nor wholly incapacitatiilg him for the work here recounted and of 
which he had been so large a part that the narrator must thrust him forward and 
hang around his virile and constantly growing personality the story of more than 

The identity of a church may be established or distinguished by, or discovered 
from its form of government or its system of doctrine. The Presbyterian church 
has both marks and takes its name from the governmental conception of the 
church as outlined in the New Testament and exemplified in Jewish worship 
maintained in the synagogue services. Presbuteros or elder is the "office" that 
gives the name to the church. Presbyterians have a definite scriptural creed and 
a constitutionally defined and equitable form of government and a consistent 
history. Denominationally considered, a Presbyterian church is defined as a 
church constructed on the Presbyterian polity or form of government whose 
creed is in harmony with the consensus of the Reform church. That consensus 
lies in the. confessional agreement in five fundamental features: First, the 
supremacy of the Holy Scriptures as  the only rule of faith, doctrine and duty; 
second, election by free grace; third, atonement by the blood of Christ; fourth, 
justification of faith alone; and fifth, the doctrine of the sacraments. 

The polity of the Presbyterian church is defined by a written constitution, b; 
the terms of which the government of the church is administered by chosen 
representatives of the people. This polity clearly distinguishes three great prin- 

thirty years of the Catholic life of Peoria county-the affliction so handicapped him 
that in September, 1908, he voluntarily laid down the burden. 

That diocesan work did not locally confine him or take up all his energies 
cannot better be told than in the words of a cosmopolitan newspaper which 
chronicling his resignation September, 1908, said "when John Lancaster Spalding 
became the Roman Catholic Bishop of Peoria, in 1877, he was an ardent young 
churchman, and his missionary labors were fruitful. H e  was not then, as  now 
internationally famous as scholar, writer, orator and sociologist, but the thirty 
odd years of his episcopacy brought this and more. 

"Illinois has claimed as sons some great idealists. Foremost among them 

1 

: 
stands John Lancaster Spalding, a gentle, saintly prelate in his church relation- 1; ships and a lion in strength as educator, sociologist and humanitarian. An 
ideal American bishop was Spalding, for his teachings were American. He 
was a natural leader in the group of progressive churchmen including Gibbons, 
Ireland and Keane, who have helped to make American Catholicism what it is 
to-day." 

September I ,  1909, witnessed at the cathedral of Chicago the consecration 
of Rt. Rev. Edmund 31. Dunne. Eight days later the newly consecrated came 
to Peoria and was installed as successor to Rt. Rev. John L. Spalding. The 
second bishop of Peoria has youth, vigor and sympathy-one to the manor born, 
and a cosn~opolitan grasp-the result of many years' study abroad. H e  is a 
linguist, eloquent of speech in his own tongue and the first native of Illinois to 
be advanced to an episcopal see in Illinois. 
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ciples : First, the parity of official equality of the clergy ; second, representative 
government by the people; and third, the unity of the body of Christ. 

The soul requirement for admission to membership in this church is an open, 
honest confession of allegiance to Jesus Christ as Lord and Master. No creedal 
test or obligation is met at the door of the Presbyterian church by one who would 
enter. That door of entrance is as wide as the gate of Heaven and as narrow 
as Jesus' declaration makes it, "No man cometh unto the Father but by me." 

The Presbyterian church stands today, as  of yore, for important Christian 
~rinciples essential to the formation of sturdy character, vital to Christian citizen- 
ship-two things for  which the world has real need. I t  is also a church most 
catholic, most fraternal in its spirit, most cordial and courteous in its attitude 
toward and treatment of other communions of the Lord's people. I t  cultivates 
an irenic spirit and temper and extends to the Christian world the right hand 
of fellowship by reason of its e~umenic creed, and with confident hope prays 
for and seeks to anticipate the reunion of Christendom. 

I-laving been reared in this faith, early settlers coming from the south or 
east and across the seas brought with them to this region their religious habits 
and fond desires to enjoy after their wont divine services and to rear their 
children in the Presbyterian faith. Accordingly, they founded churches in every 
comnlunity where they found any considerable number of people of like religious 
training with themselves. This favored generation has small appreciation of 
what it owes to the early settlers, who as Christians maintained their integrity, 
worshiped God, planted churches, created and left over and handed down to 
their descendants a rich religious legacy for which they endured privations and 
made sacrifices in this, then new country, in order that they might provide houses 
of worship, estated ministry, and gospel privileges for themselves, their neighbors 
and their children. 

In the following sketch it is purposed to trace the early history and later 
developn~ents of what may be called the pioneer churcl~es and to give a brief 
statement concerning the organization and growth of the later churches estab- 
lished in Peoria county, Some of these early churches answer perfectly to that 
description of the patriarchs 1~110 "served their generation and fell on sleep," 
for a changing and con~plex population. Removals by death and immigration 
have depleted to exhaustion some churches that early in their history flourished 
and gave religious tone and moral vitality to the communities in which they were 
planted. 

The task of one who essays to write of the early churches of Peoria county 
is made difficult by reason of the fact that the early records kept of the organiza- 
tion of the cl~urches and their subsequent transactions were very few and scant 
in the first place, and many of them through lapse of time have been lost or 
destroyed. I t  is a great pity that they were not made more complete or had 
been better preserved and that resort for data need not be made to such civil 
records as may be found for incidental reference, in order to present a historical 
narration. The attempt is here made to describe the main items of interest and 
importance connected with each congregation. 

The earliest Presbyterian church planted in the county of Peoria, whose 
history remains unbroken from its beginning till now, is the Princess Grove, or 
Princeville church, founded August 16, 1834. At the organization of this church 
under the leadership of the Rev. Robert Stewart and Theron Baldwin, we find 
such names enrolled as White, Morrow, Garrison, Peet, Miller, as  charter mem- 
bers; indicating that they were of English and Scotch blood. W e  see them 
living through the dangers of the Black Hawk war of the two years before, 
guarding their flocks and herds from coyotes, wolves, lynxes and wild cats, while 
building their huts of logs cut from the grove, and then having raised small crops 
of urheat or corn, hauling it to Chicago and on their return trip bringing back 
with their ox team, shingles and finishing lumber for their church house, for we are 
told that they built the first house of worship from stone gathered near by and 
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sawed walnut siding 11y hand from the trees of the grove and hewed the dimen- 
sion timbers and erected the building by volunteer labor. 

These were days of devoted self-denial on the part of both ministers and 
people. The Princeville pulpit was occupied in the early days by Rev. C. W, 
Uabbit, George D. Sill, Robert Breese, and Robert Campbell, all able, consecrated 
men, and they have had their successors of like attainments and consecration, 

! 
~ 1 1 0  have proved themselves by their service to Christ and the church. To  this 
church such men as Dr. Robert I-Ienry, George Rowcliff, Lemuel Auten, B. H. 
Weir have devoted thenlselves in the ruling eldership, serving in an unstinted 
and loyal way the church of their love. This church celebrated its seventy-fifth 
anniversary, and the historical sermon preached by the present pastor, the Rev. 
Max B. Wiles, is replete with interesting reminiscences and may be found in . 
the "Princeville Telephone" of August 19, 1909. 

The first Protestant church founded in Peoria was what is now known as the 
First Presbyterian church. I t  owed its existence largely to the devotion and 
determination of one Samuel Lowry, who was its earliest ruling elder, with con- 
siderable emphasis on the adjective. But neither his rugged faith nor unflinching 
adherence to what he saw fit to call "principle" are to be spoken of lightly. That 
he was intensely human, an active member of the church militant, there is no 
doubt, and,from his appearance as shown in a daguerreotype one might conclude I that had he lived a little earlier, he would not have been an unequal antagonist 
of the rather famous, or infamous, Claverhouse, but making due allowance for 
his fighting spirit, when it is known that it was his privilege to have been born 
on Londonderry l~attlefieltl, much might be said to his credit. Mr. Lowry, co- 
operating with the Rev. John 13ircl1, gathered in Peoria a congregation ancl on 
the 22d of December, 1834. the First church was organized by Mr. Birch, as 
"The Ohio Missionary," in Mr. Lowry's home, and it was in all probability the 
last church organized by this devoted and heroic soldier of the Cross, for he 
perished on Delavan prairie the night of the awful Friday, December 16, 1836, 
when the temperature fell rapidly without warning and he was overtaken by 
the storm while lnaliing his way on horseback to his appointment in Peoria, and 
was found next .day frozen to death. 

Succeeding him, came the Rev. Isaac Kellar from Hagerstown, Maryland, 
who served and brought faithfully in this church-encountered the opposition 
of the world-the flesh, and Elder Lowry. But all the mistakes made that became 
steps leading up or down to unhappy contentions over church property-litigation 
in the church courts-could not have been all on one side, and it is quite possible 
that Samuel Loivry was about half right and half wrong, the other contending 
parties dividing the burden with him in about the same proportion. However, 
time, changing circumstances, and the coming of new people affected changes in 
the church life, and out of controversey and division, and by the dissolution 
of a sporadic organization, the First church persisting came to inherit "all the 
rights and privileges to the title appertaining," and is therefore the "First ChurCh 
in Peoria" with its Presbyterian complexion, historically and continuously since 
1834 to the present. 

The Rev. Isaac Kellar was first in the succession of such able, scholarly and 
worthy pastors as Addison Coffey, Robert Johnston, Jonathan Edwards-all of 
vr7hom "wrought nobly in the work of the Master," and have been called to meet 
their reward. Surviving in this succession are John H, Morron, Jesse C. Bruce, 
Newel1 D. Hillis, Thomas A. McCurdy, Chauncey T. Edwards and Hugh Jack, 
each of whom has contributed his particular part in building this Zion, having 
had the earnest cooperation of the people of the First church, who have always 
had "a mind to work," and from their ranks have furnished such able men and 
women as Christian workers as the Weises, the Griswolds, McCoys, Powells, 
Reynolds, Schneblys, Batchelders, Johnstons, Louckes, McIlvaines, ~McKin- 
neys, Fishers, and others whose names are in the Book of Life. 

The First cl~urch has been the mother of churches. Through her activity 
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fro111 her membership the Second, Calvary, Grace. Arcadia and Westminster 
churches of Peoria and the Pottstown church were formed, each in succession 
being developed from a mission Sabbath school established and conducted by 
active and devoted nleil and women from the First church. This church has 
given to the Presbyterian ministry eight of her sons, namely: John V. C. Nellis, 
Jan~es 34. Batchelder, Wellington E. Loucks, Charles hI. a ~ l d  Herbert H. Fisher, 
Charles E. and Chauncey T. Edwards and A. \V. McCurdy, who all have done, 
and the surviving meml~ers of this band are still doing faithful and fruitful work 
for and in the church in which they were reared and to which they have devoted 
their lives. 

Places of worship occupied by this church were first, the county court house, 
a small and insignificant building; then the First church building in Peoria 
county at the corner of Adams and Jackson streets; then a frame building on 
Fulton street. hetween Adams and Jefferson; the brick building now standing 
at the corner of Main and lladison; and the present con~modious structure on 
Hamilton boulevard and Crescent avenue. 

This church celebrated its seventy-fifth or ''Diamond Anniversary," December, 
1909. with attractive, appropriate and inlpressive services, participated in or con- 
tributed to by all the fornler living pastors, and with greetings from the children 
of the church unable to be present, a full account of which may be found in a 
booklet called the "Diamond Anniversary" of the First Presbyterian church, 
Peoria, Illinois, and which may be consulted at the Peoria library. 

I t  appears that from 1849 to 1854 a number of churches were formed in 
the county, namely: La hlarsh, Rochester, Orange Prairie, West Jersey, etc., 
all of which served a good purpose, flourished for a time and because of the 
incoining of the railroads and the shifting of the population to the new towns 
erected on these highways, were abandoiled and became physically and legally 
extinct. 

Ail early church was that of Brunswick, organized by the Classis of the 
Refornled Dutch church, September 19, 1840, and was then known as the 
Protestant Dutch church of Copperas. After the establishment of the Bruns- 
wick postoffice, the name of the church was changed to Erunswick and in 1844 
the church was admitted to Presbytery, and is still connected therewith and 
maintains stated services and a Sabbath school. 

The location is l~eautiful for situation, commanding a view of some of the 
best farms in Peoria county and magnificent scenery for miles around in either 
direction. Aillong the early workers and later laborers in this old church are to 
1)e fount1 the nanles of the Ramseys. IVellses, I;ahnestock, Erford, Love. 
Graham, ?\Tilson and Eslinger, and it has had as its ministers the Revs. Sill, 
Fraser, Alarcluis, 3icFarland, Ferguson, Johnston, Scott, ;\4cR/Iillan, Keiry, Mul- 
len and Smith. 

The influence of the church on the commt~nity life was for years very 
marked and its fragrance lingers still. On the east slope between the highway 
and the church lies one of the most-cared-for country cemeteries and in it 
sleeps the dust of former pastors of the church and members of the Brunswick 
flock. Once a year the Cemetery Association of Erunswick holds a reunion, at 
whicl~ the ancient traditions are discussed and the holy memories of the things 
done by the fathers and mothers are revived and the fund replenished, and serv- 
ice of grateful love goes on in care bestowed on the grounds that enclose those 
beds of green, beneath which rest the mortal part of those who "served till 
set of sun" and entered into the "rest that remaineth." 

After Erunswick comes the Salem church. organized in 1849 by Revs. S. C. 
AicCune and William McCandlish, William Stewart and James H. Patterson, 
were its first elders, and their successors have been such men as John L. Clark, 
R. W. Francis. C. H. Northrup. This church has been ministered to by the 
Revs. LlcFarland, Hanna, Cameron, Marquis, Johnston, Scott, McMillan, Flem- 
ming, Keiry, Mullen and Smith. In the removal of the church to Hanna City, 
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F R E N C H  GROVE C H U R C H  1 

and the building of a new and attractive house of worship, steps were taken to 
change the name to the Hanna City church, by which name with Presbyterial 
and legal sanction that church has become the successor of all the historical and 
ecclesiastical rights and prerogatives of the old Salem church. 

Since its removal to Hanna City the church has talien on new life and activity 
and gives good promise of ministering successfully to the spiritual and social 
needs of its community. 

The Prospect church was organized by the Revs. Addison, Coffee and R. F. 
Breese in 1850, its first ruling elder being Joseph Yates. "The Prospectors" 
who knew the meaning of the family altar and the worth of worship came from 

French Grove church was organized in October, 1851, by the minister who 
performed the same services for Prospect. Its early ruling elders were William 
Reed, and George S. Pursell, and after them came the Alwards, McDonald, 
Warner, Moore, Coe, Todd, Slocum, McRill, McCune and the Reeds, either as 
elders or as church workers-devoted, self-sacrificing and efficient. 

The ministers serving the French church were the Revs. McFarland, Fraser, 
Smith, Carruthers, Boyd, Hillman, McClelland, Butter, Jones, Sturm, McCluer 
and others. The days of its early history were days of prosperity and for years 
it gave out an increasing and helpful influence to its community that made for 
its moral and spiritual betterment, but removals westward and heavenward, 
coupled with the changing racial and religious character of the population have 
depleted this old church, which still stands a silent reminder of the better things, 
while near by in the beautiful little cemetery, so well kept and cared for, repose 
the mortal remains of former ministers, elders and members of the French Grove 
church. 

Among the churches planted in the county, flourishing for a time but now 
extinct, are New Scotland, Brimfield, Valley Ridge, and Elba Center, which were 
in their time once the soul and life of their communities. 

, 

SECOND CHURCH, PEORIA I 

West Virginia, near Wheeling, and were of that thrifty sort who made farming 
a business and a success, and they built their first "church house" on a hill in I 

the year 1854, near what is now Prospect cemetery on "a parcel of ground" 
belonging to Adam Yates. In that building they worshipped until the church 
was removed to Dunlap, one mile'east, after the completion of the Peoria and 
Rock Island railroad, where they dedicated the present building in 1877. 

Prospect church has been served by the following illinisters in succession, 
viz.: Revs. Hervey, Turbit, F. F. Smith, Cairns, Simpson, Gardiner, Winn, 
Coolie, Nevius, H. Smith, Townsend, Randall, Thomas, Jones, Campbell, and 
the present, the Benjamin of the band, L. H. McCormick. 

Serving as ruling elders we have such names as Yates, White, Dunlap, Hervey, 
Jones, Berry, Hitchcocli, Harker, Gray, and of noble women not a few, Kelly, 
Parks, Dunlap, and such church workers as the Keadys, Parks and others. 
Prospect gave also of her sons to the Presbyterian ministry-George Dunlap, 
Thomas C. Winn, William Jones and Frank F. Brown. 

Prospect celebrated its Jubilee in 1900 wit11 fitting services, and a souvenir 
of the occasion may be found in the homes of many of the older members. 

Upon the petition of parties for the most part connected with the First 
church, and evidently with the concurrence of the pastor and session of that 1 
church, the Presbytery organized the Second church of Peoria, December 7, 
1853, with a membership of twenty-eight, and John L. Griswold and John C. 
Grier were elected elders. The Rev. Robert P. Farris was their first minister. 
Contrary to the usual order here, the Second church was first and the Sabbath 
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second, in point of organization. The first house of worship erected by this 
' congregation was built on the present site, corner of Madison and Jackson 

streets and dedicated in 1855, and here Mr. Farris was installed. H e  continued 
to serve the Second church until failing health compelled him to relinquish the 
charge in 1858 and the remainder of the life of this devoted servant of Christ 
and the church, was spent in educational and editorial work, largely in connection 
with the publicaiions of the Presbyterian church in the United States (Southern 
Presbyterian), of which body he was from its beginning till his death, the per- 
manent clerk of its general assembly and once or twice its moderator. 

The Rev. Samuel I-Iibben came next, succeeding Dr. Farris in 1859 and was 
installed pastor December 4th, the sermon on that accasion being preached by 

i that stalwart and versatile scholar and eloquent biblical preacher, the famous 
/ Nathan L. Rice, then professor of theology in the Seminary of the Northwest 

(now McCormick). Under his leadership the church prospered, for Mr. Hibben 
1 was an exceptional inan and minister, scholarly and saintly, modest and frank, 

gentle and faithful. Here he married #Miss Elizabeth Grier, the daughter of that 
worthy elder, Jo l~n C. Grier, a man thrice honored by the Presbytery of Peoria 
with a commission to the general assembly. To  this worthy couple was born a 
son, John Grier Hibben, president of Princeton University. Declining health led 
Mr. Hibben to resign his charge and in the hope of recruiting it by outdoor life, 
he accepted the chaplaincy of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, but he continued to 
decline and returned to Peoria, where he died in 1862. His successor was the 

' Rev. W. E. AiIcLaren, afterwards bishop of the Episcopal church, who was in- 
stalled pastor May 8, 1864, and remained in this pastorate upwards of two years. 

The Rev. Henry \'an Dyke Nevius, succeedecl Hishop McLaren, in 1867. and 
served this charge until 1872. H e  was a preacher of power and a man of God. 
Of him one has written, "Few men were better equipped mentally for their 
work and hence he was a workman that needed not to be ashamed; few men 
lived more in sympathy with God's word and Son-hence his spiritual power." 
After him the Rev. William L. Green came to this pastorate and remained until 
1875. Mr. Green, like his predecessors, was a well furnished man, of strong 
mental calibre, clear in his conceptions of related truth, versatile and virile in his 
statement of it. 

I3e was folIowed by the Rev. Lewis 0. Thompson, who was pastor from 
1876 to 1882. Mr. Thompson was an able man, a painstaking scholar-a his- 
torian of no mean ability, who did the church great and good service in many 
ways through his books, "Nineteen Christian Centuries," "The Prayer Meeting," 
etc. I-Ie met a tragic death by drowning a t  Henry, where he was pastor of the 
First Presbyterian church. 

The Rev. Thomas S. Orr came to this fastorate and served for ten years, 
when impaired health led him to seek rest for  a season. During his administra- 
tion the present unique, churchly and comn~odious house of worship was erected. 
Since his retirement from the pastorate of the Second church, Dr. Orr  has 
resided in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where his services are continually called 
for, he being always an acceptable preacher, a genuine man, genial, kindly, oblig- 
ing, "a man greatly beloved." 

Dr. Orr  was succeeded for a brief time by the Rev. Samuel M. nfoore, a large 
man in many ways and whose pastorate, though brief, was not unmarked with 
interest. 

'The present pastor the Rev. Arthur M. Little, Ph. D. D. D., came on in the 
apostolic succession, being installed in *May, 1900, and after twelve years of 
service coiltinues to hold the affection of his people of the Second church and 
is named among the progressive men of the city. 

This church has beell served through the over half century of its life by 
such able men and church workers as the Griers, the RlcCoys, the Ruggs, the 
Clarkes, the McCullochs, the Rices, and by noble women, not a few, whose 
names are set down in the "Impartial Record," kept a t  present from mortal eyes. 
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This church celebrated with appropriate services its semi-centennial in 1903. 
The "Semi-Centennial" of the Second church of Peoria, a pamphlet attractively 
arranged, contains matter of special interest to all connected with this congrega- 
tion and to any others who would lcnow just in what manner the Second church 
has been used of God, for  the good of men, and it may be found in the homes 
of the members of the Second church and should be also found in our citv 
library. 

ELMWOOD CI-IURCII 

The Elmwood church was organized June 5, 1856, with fourteen members. 
J o l ~ n  Rodgers servecl as its first elder. Its first church building was purchased 
froin the Congregational church and removed from its then country site to the 
town of Elmwood. During the illinistry of the Rev. William H. Alason the 
present lluilding was erected at a cost of something over $6,000, and in architec- 
tural effect and adaptability for its purposes it is a model. 

Among the illen ~ 1 1 0  have served in the eldership of this church we find the 
nanles of J. B. Stewart, Y .  B. Love, S. 34. Coe, Castor Patterson, and after 
them the present efficient elders. The ministers serving Elmwood ch~lrch have 
been J. A. Marcluis, J. EI. Smith, J. R. Reasoner, \Vilson, Duncan, and the present 
scholarly and able pastor, the Rev. Uenjamin Y. George. Alessrs. Reasoiler, 
IIason and George each served the church for a period of upwards of ten years. 
The present incumbent has served faithfully and acceptal~ly since 1895 in this 
pastorate. 

LIMESTONE CI IURCII  

The Linlestone church was founded in 1559 with fifteen members, with John 
Cailleron and \Villiam Jones as ruling elders. I t  has had as its ministers such 
men as Dr. T. G. Scott and John Fleming, and is at present served by one of 
the younger me11 of the Presbytery, the Rev. H. 1.. Todd. Names appearing 
among its ruling elders are C. Greenwood, William Caineron and William Taylor. 

This church has stood as a beacon on a hill, a perpetual invitation to worship 
the Lord God Almighty, and a constant reminder that "It is not the whole of 
Life to live, nor all of Death to die." 

C'iZT.\'ARY CIIURCI-I 

Calvary church was organized ip 1867 and had as its first minister the Rev. 
To1111 Weston, D. D., ~ 1 1 0  after years of service was called to other fields, and 
hgain recalled to the pastorate at Calvary church. Its successful pastor, whole- 
souled, kind-hearted and helpful preacher, the flexible, syinpathetic and generous 
friend of every member of the flock, passed from the scene of labor to his 
eternal reward while still pastor of Calvary church. Dr. Weston has had follow 
him in this pastorate such 1ne11 as Dr. A. 2. McGogney, Andrew Christy Brown, 
D. D., and after the latter's death, for a time, Dr. A. I,. Howard. The church 
is now ministered to by the resourceful, active and modest Alexander Lewis. 

Its eldership has been adorned by such men as that efficient Sabbath school 
worker, IVilliain R. Reynolds, LVilliam Schroeder, William Guyer, A. Water- 
house, T. J. Love, Peter Hulsibus, James McGill, and the younger men w11o no~v 
constitute the present efficient session. 

GRACE CHURCH 

Grace cl~urch was organized in 1868, with George H. McIlvaine and Theodore 
I-Iigbie ruling elders. Among the devoted workers in this ckurch from the be- 
ginning of the enterprise we find the names of Bush, Lyons, Linsey, Baldwin, 
Coe, Voorhees, Angier, Andrews, Isele, and Eakin. 
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Grace church has had among its ministers Levi C. Littell, Dr. Farris, A. 
F. Erwin, and the sainted James Alvin Sankey, whose successor, Rev. Walter 
M. Elliott, gives promise of doing a great and good work in its congregation 
and the city of Peoria, 

BETHEL 

'Shis church was organized September 29, 1857, by a committee of Presby- 
tery, conlposed of Revs. I. A. Cornelison, Rev. A. F. Irwin and Elder David 
hlcKinney. The organization started with fifty-nine members and elected Henry 
1Iarmine and Ireneus E. White, elders. Mr. White has remained in continuous 
service ever since and has rendered the church devoted and self-sacrificing serv- 
ice in almost every capacity, in which one might serve his church. The church has 
I)een ministered to by the Revs. Andrew Christy Grown, D. D., C. IV. Whorrall, 
George A. Phlug, IV. W. Tait, D. W. l\lcMilIan, W. E. Edmonds, but is at 
present without a pastor. The church has always maintained an interesting 
and growing Sabbath school and has been of great help to many in its vicinity. 
Ceing situated in a growing part of the city, it has a mission to perform in that 
~~eigl~borhood, ministering illoral and spiritual help and comfort to the coming 
generation. 

The Arcadia Avenue church was organized October 6, 1896, with twenty- 
three members, with Isaac Kellar and Robert E. Lauren, elders. 

This church grew out of a flourishing inission Sabbath school instituted and 
conducted largely by n~en~bers  of the First church, and in 1897 called as its 
pastor, the Rev. Jatnes Eenson, who has continued to serve the church with 
signal ability and devotion. The harmony of mind and action in this congrega- 
tion is witnessed by the beautiful and serviceable building a t  the corner of Ar- 
cadia and Bigelow, by the flourishing condition of both Sabbath school and 
church and last but by no means least, the growing liberality of the members 
shown in the increased offerings to the boards of the church and in general 
benevolence. Situated as it is, in a beautiful and growing residential district 
of the city and meeting as it does the religious needs of its vicinity, Arcadia church 
may be expected to grow in influence as well as in numbers and continue to be 
an important factor in the moral and social life of the city. 

WI'STJf INSTER CTIURCII 

Otlt of Westiliinster chapel and the Sabbath school meeting there grew West- 
minster church. I t  was organized by the Presbytery June I ,  1897, with twenty- 
four members, who elected 31essrs. P. W. Petrie, Theodore Higbie and C. R. 
Kuhn, elders. The Rev. William Parsons, the first pastor, has been followed 
by Revs. J. B. Farrell, Theodore H. Allen, D. D., and the present minister the 
Rev. Clinton J. Greene, a young man, who enters upon the work in Westminster 
under circumstances that augur success. While still in the active service of this 
church, Dr. Allen was suddenly called to higher service in the Church Trium- 
phant, leaving behind a precious legacy to his children, in a life of devoted service, 
even that of "a good minister of Jesus Christ." With a splendidly equipped and 
beautiful house of worship, situated on the West Bluff on Moss avenue. with a 
growing Sabbath scl~ool and a devoted membership, Westminster should "make 
good7' to its constituency and do excellent work for God and men. 
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TWO FEATURES O F  THE GENERAL WORK OF T H E  PRESBYTERIAN CEIURCII, ACCREDITED 

TO T H E  CHURCH I N  PEORIA COUNTY 

The first of these was the meeting of the general assembly in the First church 
Peoria, in 1 8 6 3 ,  amid the stirring and critical scenes of the civil strife, This 
meeting was presided over by that justly celebrated, scholarly and devoted pioneer 
missionary to India, John Hunter Morrison, D. D., of the Presbytery of Lodiana. 
The assenlbly listened to stirring debate and united in earnest prayer over the 
questions that were uppermost in both the civil and religious life of the country 
and besought the God of our fathers for his special favor in those trying times 
and that he would most graciously bring an early end to the awful strife and 
send peace and prosperity throughout all our borders. In inany respects this 
was a most remarlcable assembly and a recital of some of its deliberations and 
conclusions might properly be made here did space adnlit or judicious selection 
of matter out of such a mass of good things were an easy task. 

The second, that of administration, which after an overture sent up to the 
general assembly from ,the Presbytery of Peoria, relative to the erection of the 
standing committees of the general assembly, was adopted and known as "The 
Peoria Plan." 

TIIE PEORIA PL.4N 

To that worthy Presbyterian elder, James Montgomery Rice, whose connec- 
tion as editor-in-chief of this history of the county of Peoria, and whose sudden 
departure for "Home" has left this part of it to less capable hands to finish 
that task, together with the justly esteemed Isaac A. Cornelison, D. D., pertains 
the honor of the conceiving and inaugurating the above named plan. I t  may be 
said that the plan was made necessary because of the large number and import- 
ance of the standing committees of the general assembly, which the new moder- 
ator was called upon to appoint immediately after taking the chair, and being 
neither ubiquitous nor infallible, could not by any possibility have personal ac- 
quaintance with or knowledge of the fitness of all commissioners for the tasks 
to be assigned them; and besides, it was thought the principle of representation 
began to be threatened because too much power was found reposing in the hands 
of one or two officers of the general assembly. 

T o  avoid the danger lurking in this symptom of centralization of power; 
to avoid being "managed ;" to reconquer from custom the right to govern them- 
selves out of the hands of "Ecclesiastical Bosses,'' this plan was devised and 
provides a method at once simple, just and clear for the selection of the standing 
conlmittees of the general assembly so that all sections and interests of the 
church may be fairly represented. 

In brief, the plan conserves the fundamental principle of Presbyterian church 
government, viz.: an equitable distribution of administrative power. T o  this 
end the church is geographically divided and grouped by Presbyteries or Synods 
into twenty districts, there being twenty-two standing committees consisting of 
twenty-two members each-the commissioners from the whole church make up 
twenty-two electing sections, which are numbered consecutively in the order in 
which the standing committees are numbered. The commissioners constituting 
an electing section assigned to it from a certain given territory assemble a t  the 
sitting of the general assembly, elect their own chairman and secretary, vote 
directly for moderator, and choose either a minister or an elder, as may be its 
province; to each one of the standing committees, from their own number such 
persons as may be thought best fitted for the discharge of the respective duties 
required of them. 

The plan briefly stated is that the odd numbered sections in odd numbered 
years elect a minister to the odd numbered committees, and an elder for the 
even numbered committees. The even numbered sections elect the other com- 
mitteemen and in even numbered years the committees are reversed and the 
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sections elect reversely. This gives each district a member, either an elder or  a 
minister, on each standing committee, each year, a n d ,  to every committee its 
proper number of members. 

This plan adopted after lengthened discussion and amendment became what 
is known as standing rule No. 5, and since its adoption the standing committees 
of the general assembly have been named by the commissioners themselves, as- 
sembled in their electing sections and with general satisfaction to the church. 

6 c 
WOMEN, WHO LABORED WITH US " 

Much credit for the many achievements wrought in these regions, by the 
church is justly due to the piety, presistence and devotion of the women, who 
have "manned" the various aid and missionary societies in the churches of 
Peoria county. 

They have in many localities, through the drouth of summer and the biting 
cold of winter, maintained local religious interest, kept up the church services, 
repaired the house of worship and at the same time have been large factors in 
promoting the work of the church in other fields and in other lands. 

By mutual counsel, by interchange of religious ideas, by social intercourse, 
by consecrated womanly ways, by practical efforts to relieve distress among the 
unfortunate and the ill-circumstances, they have succeeded in setting forward 
the kingdom of Christ. 

In  their planning and their doing, they have furnished a stimulating example 
to the "Presbyterian Brotherhood," a men's organization, for which there is 
great and pressing need as well as large room. 

EDUCATIONAL 

It  is a peculiar mark-one of the signal glories of the Presbyterian church- 
part of her heritage from John Calvin, that she has favored and fostered liberal 
learning and wherever she has gone on her mission to men, she has planted 
the school and the college as well as the church and sought to provide every 
educational advantage for her constituency. 

She has believed in popular and progressive education. She has never sought 
to supplant but rather to supplement the early training of our common school, 
with the higher and more advanced forms of education. 

The early Peoria county Presbyterians were not remiss in this particular. 
In the early 'fifties, they planted academies at Brunswick and Princeville, pro- 
jected Peoria University in 1857. Here on the Bluff they began the erection of 
a brick building, which when all ready for the roof, was wrecked by a tornado 
in 1858. Because of the general financial depression prevailing throughout the 
country at that time, the stress of which fell heavily on the west, the re-financihg 
of the project was too heavy a burden for the limited means of its promoters, the 
local enterprise was therefore abandoned and the attention and the means of the 
church were turned to the larger institutions, like Knox College and which ever 
since have had a fair share of the patronage and financial support of Peoria 
county Presbyterians. In  the west as in the east, Presbyterians have sought to 
bind together thorough scholarship and practical religion, that thus they might 
do their share in the development of the moral and religious character of men 
and make as large a contribution as possible to humanity's uplift. That in this 
undertaking they have made a creditable showing, is witnessed by deeds of loving 
and notable service to men and a loyal allegiance to Jesus Christ, the changeless, 
eternal Head of the church. 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL C H U R C H  

This church was first organized as a Presbyterian society in December, 
1834, and so continued until 1847, at which time it dropped its connection with 
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the Presbyterian church, adopted the congregational form of government and 
changed its name to that of the ,Main Street Congregational church. Rev. 
William H. Starr became pastor under the new organization and ministered to 

! 
the people until October, 1848. In  Noveinber of that year Rev. Levi Spencer 
was called to the pastorate and so continued until April 14, 1853, when his death 
occurred. During his pastorate a new church was erected at a cost of $8,000. 
For. some time following Rev. Spencer's death there was considerable dissension 
in the church and eventually twenty-two members withdrew to form a new con- 
gregation known as the Union Congregational church. This was consuminated 
December 8, 1857, and was organized as a Presbyterian church, known as the 
Fulton Street Presbyterian church, identified with the "New School" branch 
of that denomination. Rev. Isaac E. Cary was pastor of this newly organized 
society from the time it came into existence until August 29, 1860, and his suc- 
cessors were Revs. Wilber McKaig, November 2, 1860-June 2, 1862; Samuel 
Wykoff, November 24, 1862-October 3, 1864; Asahel H. Brooks, July 3, 1865- 
March 4, 1868; Horace C. Hovey, January 5 ,  1869-April 13, 1873; Robert 
Condit, October 27, 1873-November 10, 1874. 

The two branches (Old and New School) of the Presbyterian church, having 
in the year 1870 become united under the name of The Presbyterian Church of 
the United States, and there being at least four churches of that denomination 
in the city, and there also being in the Fulton street church a large element in- 
clined to the Congregational form of government, a movement was set on foot 
which eventually resulted in the union of the Fulton street church and the Nlain 
street Congregational church, known as the First Congregational Church of 
Peoria. This was consummated January 31, 1875. The pastors of the church 
as it was originally organized, succeeding Rev. Levi Spencer, have been: Revs. 
J. \ I T .  Marsh, January 2, 18531May I, 1854; Henry Adams, September, 1854- 
November, 1855; J. Steiner, December, 1855-July, 1856; A. A. Stevens, Decem- 
ber, 1856-June, 1866; G. \V. Phinny, June, 1866-June, 1867; J. A. Mack, 
April I, 1868-June 8, 1870. In  September of the latter year, Rev. A. A. Stev- 
ens was again called to the pastorate of the church and so continued until Febru- 
ary I, 1882, and it was during his term that the New School, or Fulton Street 
Presbyterian church, became united with this church, and that the commodious 
cl~urch building at the corner of Monroe and Hamilton streets was erected. 
Rev. Stevens resigned in February, 1882, but during the last two years of his 
service here he had had an assistant in the person of Rev. J. Homer Parker. 

I The present nlagnificent church structure was completed and dedicated September I 

g, 1883, at a cost of nearly $go,ooo, and the pipe organ, costing more than $5,000 
was donated by the ladies of the congregation as the Stevens Memorial. The 
successors of Rev. Stevens have been: Revs. E. Franli Howe, 1882-87; D. I<. 
Nesbitt, 1888-92 ; Caspar Wistar Hiatt, 1893-97 ; W. C. Haskell, 1898 ; John 
Faville. 

Out of this congregation have grown the Plymouth church, South Peoria 
I 

Congregational church, the North Peoria Congregational church, the Averyville 
church, Pilgrim Mission Sunday school and Washington Street Mission Sunday 
school. 

PLYMOUTEI CONGREGATIONAL C H U R C H  

In the spring of 1869 the First Congregational church established a Sunday 
school at the corner of Fourth and Spencer streets. This was given the name 
of Plymouth Mission. Funds were at once secured for the erection of a house 
of worship, which was twenty-eight by fifty-six feet in size, and cost $2,000. 
From time to time the question of organizing a church was raised but this plan 
did not materialize until December, 1888, and it was not until June 2, 1889, that 
a society was duly organized, with ninety-six members. The pulpit was sup- 
plied by various pastors until 1889, when, on the 13th of February of that year, 
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Rev. C. C. Harrah was installed as the first regular pastor. Those who have 
served the church since that time are:  Revs. D. E. Spencer, 1890-94; S. W. Meek, 
1894-98; F. G. Smith, 1898-1900; J. W. Nelson,  goo- . 

In the summer of 1896, the old church having become inadequate to the needs 
of the congregation, a nlagnificent brick structure was erected on the site of the 
old church, at a cost of $14,000. 

U N I O N  CONGREGATIONAL CE-IURCIT 

July 20, 1884, a Union Sunday school was organized in the northern part of 
the city of Peoria and immediately a frame church was erected at a cost of 
$2,060, this being located at Pennsylvania and California avenues. January I, 
1890, a church society was organized, first as a Union church, but in 1893 it was 
changed to the Union Congregational church. In  1894 a new church was built 
at Illinois and Dechman avenues. This structure cost $14,000 and was dedicated 
Decenlher I,  1894. The list of pastors who have served the church are: Revs. 
E. S. Chandler, 1890-92; D. G. Stouffer, 1892-94; Alexander Monroe, 1894- 
1900; W. J. Johnson, 1900- / 

GERRf.\N CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

This society was organized December 6, 1895, with a membership of sixty, 
many of whom withdrew from the German Reformed church. In 1896 a 
church edifice at a cost of $8,000 was erected at Reed and Maple avenues. The 
following have served as pastors: Revs. T. H. Schmidt, 1895-98; William Fritz- 
meier, 1898-1901 ; William F. Essig, 1 9 1 -  

This society was organized in 1848 by Rev. J. S. Chamberlain, minister in 
charge. I11 1850 a small brick church was erected on Main street and in 1854 
this building was enlarged to meet the needs of the growing congregation. In 
1873 plans were procured and arrangements made for the erection of a new 
church, and to this end the old church was demolished and a temporary structure 
built at Korth Jefferson and Jackson streets. But about this time a division in 
the congregation occurred, which resulted in the formation of the congregation 
of the Reformed Episcopal church, and this rendered it impossible to carry out 
the proposed plans. The temporary building was then removed to the site of the 
old church and was occupied until the present house of worship was erected at 
a cost of $33,000. 

Prior to the organization of the Reformed church, St. Paul's parish experi- 
enced many difficulties, resulting mainly from difference between the high and 
low church elements. Although there was an organization in existence at a very 
early day, lin0w11 as St. Jude's parish, yet it seems to have fallen under the ban 
of the bishop, after whicl~ only a mission was maintained until 1848, when St. 
Paul's was regularly organized. Later a new parish, known as St. John's was 
formed and a building was erected at the corner of South Jefferson and Liberty 
streets, which was later occupied by the Jews, but this parish was short lived. 
St. Paul's is now in a prosperous condition. The rectors have been: Revs. J. S. 
Chamberlain, 1848-50; John W. Cracraft, 1850-57; Henry N. Strong, 1857-60; 
Joseph R t .  Wait, 1860-65 ; Warren H. Roberts, 1865-69; J. W. Coe, 1869-70 ; J. 
IV. 3onhan1, 1870-72; L. Townsend, 1872-75; William Bryce hIorrow, 1875-81 ; 
Robert Ritchie, 1881-89 ; Sidney G. Jeffords, I 889-. 

This society is the outgrowth of a donation of land made by John Birket 
many years prior to his death. On the 7th of November, 1857, Mr. Birket con- 
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veyed to Henry J. Whitehouse, bishop of Illinois, and to his successors, in office, 
certain lots, including those upon which St. Andrew's church now stands. The 
organization of this society was 'effected July 10, 1897, with thirty members. A 
handsome stone church was erected in the fall of 1897, at a cost of $20,000, and 
a rectory was built, at a cost of $IO,OOO, the property being located at North 
Madison avenue and Mary street. Rev. Samuel G. Wells became the first rector 
of the church, assuming charge November 22, 1897. His successor was Rev. 
Webster Hakes, who took charge June 15, 1900. The present rector is Rev. 
Thomas :Hines. 

The contest between the high and low church elements in the Protestant 
Episcopal church, which led to the separation of one party from the other and 
the formation of the Reformed Episcopal church, was waged with vigor in the 
diocese of Illinois. The bishop was uncompromising in his high church pro- 
clivities, while among the laity there was a tendency toward a more liberal 
church government. When news was received of the organization of the Re- 
formed Episcopal church in New York, December 2, 1873, the movement was 
regarded with favor not only by the low church element but by members of 
other churches. An invitation was extended to Bishop George D. Cummings 
of the Reformed church, to visit Peoria to look over this field, with a view to 
establishing a church. The members of the Second Presbyterian church offered 
the use of their church that the Episcopalians might hold a meeting, and this 
offer was accepted. A meeting was held December 16, 1873, a t  which time an 
organization was effected. Subscriptions were solicited for the support o£ a 
rector and so liberal was the response that Bishop Cummings was authorized 
to secure a rector. At the time of the organization there were fifty members 
but this number was soon increased to one hundred. Rev. Mason Gallagher, of 
Brooklyn, New York, delivered the first sermon on the first Sunday in January, 
1874. A call was extended to Rev. Joseph D. Wilson, of Pittsburg, and on the 
17th of February, that year, he began his labors. Steps were at once taken to 
erect a church and in July, 1874, the building was completed, a t  a cost of $13,000. 
The congregation also owns a rectory on Perry avenue, which was built at a 
cost of $5,700. Rev. Wilson was succeeded by Rev. E. B. England, who re- 
mained with the church about six years, his successor being Rev. J. W. Fairly, 
who remained ten years. Rt. Rev. B. B. Ussher then came and remained two 
years, and was followed by Rev. Henry I;. Milligan. 

BACON MEMORIAL MISSION 

This mission grew out of a mission Sunday school, organized on Thanksgiving 
day, November 29, 1888, under the auspices of Christ (Reformed Episcopal) 
church, by Rev. J. W. Fairly, who was at that time the rector, and members 
of the church. Meetings were first held in a store building at No. 206 Bridge 
street, and later at No. 602 South Adams street, until October g, 1892, at which 
time the new church, erected at a cost of $8,000, on Chestnut street, between 
Adams and Warner avenues, was completed and occupied. I t  is named in mem- 
ory of Charles F. Bacon, a prominent member of Christ church, who was called 
from this life in the midst of his useful labors. His wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Bacon, 
later went to India as a missionary but was soon called from this life and an 
orphanage and chapel at Lalipur, India, have been established as a monument to 
her memory. Rev. Edward T. Munns, assumed charge of the congregation, 
September g, 1891, and has been with the church to the present time. 



HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

The Baptists were among the first to organize a society in Peoria and the 
First church congregation built a house of worship, which was dedicated October 
17, 1846. On the 14th of November following, Rev. Henry G. Weston was 
called to the pastorate and continued with the congregation for twelve years. 
During his term of service the church became self supporting, it having formerly 
received aid from the American Baptist Home Missionary Society. June 10, 
1859, about twenty-five members withdrew and formed themselves into a society 
known as the Tabernacle church, but after four years the two congregations 
were reunited. A number of years later, however, twenty-four others withdrew 
and organized what became known as the Peoria Baptist church. July 27, 1864, 
the First church congregation exchanged their property on Hamilton street for 
a lot and church building a t  the corner of Madison avenue and Fayette street, 
where the Women's Club building is now located. In 1890 an elegant and com- 
modious building was erected at Hamilton boulevard and Glen Oak avenue, the 
cost being $65,000. Out of this church have grown the Bethany church and 
Olive Street Mission. Those who have served as pastors of the church since 
Rev. IVeston, who was the first regular pastor, are: Revs. D. E. Holmes, 1862- 
63; A. Jones, 1864-66; A. H. Stowell, 1866; J. D. Page, 1867; S. A. Kingsbury, 
1869; Alexander McArthur, 1872-74; C. J. Thompson, 1874-80; C. E. Heath, 
1880-90 ; D. D. Odell, 1890-93 ; L. Kirtley, 1894-1900; George H. Simmons, 1900- 

BETHANY BAPTIST CHURCH 

This society is the outgrowth of a mission Sunday school, organized in 1877, 
by W. C. Tapping. In 1882 a chapel was erected on North Jefferson street, 
between Hayward and Abingdon, at a cost of $I ,600. A .  church society was not 
organized, however, until May 10, 1891, with thirty-eight members. I n  the 
following year, 1892, the church building was removed to its present site, North 
Madison avenue and Hayward street, and greatly enlarged, at a cost of $7,000. 
Rev. E. 0 .  Lovett was the first regularly installed pastor, who served the church 
from its organization until December I,  1895. H e  was succeeded by Rev. R. S. 
Sargent, who assumed charge May 11, 1896, and remained until November I .  

1897. Rev. J. W. Bayles took charge July 10, 1898, and remained until March 
4, 1899, and on the 1st of May of that year Rev. T. K. Reynolds took charge. 

GERMAN BAPTIST CHURCH 

This society was organized August 24, 1853, by Rev. John H.  Krueger. who 
had been engaged as a missionary of the Baptist Home Missionary Society, and 
held services sometimes in the courthouse, while at other times services were 
held in his own home. H e  was chosen as the first regular pastor, remaining until 
November, 1560, when, on account of his health, he was forced to resign. The 
membership gradually increased and worshipped in the basement of the First 
church until 1862, when a lot was leased on the corner of South Jefferson (now 
Warner avenue) and Maple streets, where a small frame church and parsonage 
were erected. In 1875 they purchased a brick building on Monson street, be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth, which had been erected by the Cumberland Presby- 
terians. This building was remodeled and built to, at a cost of $3,200. In  1897 
a new structure was erected at Fourth and Fisher streets, at a cost of $3,000 
and the congregation still occupies the same as a house of worship. The pastors 
who have served this church since 1860, at which time Rev. Krueger resigned, 
are: Revs. C. D. Menger, 1862-66; J. Merz, 1866-69; S. H. Downer, 1869-78; 
H. S. Deitz, 1878-81 ; J. Albert, 1582-86 ; F. Frederick, 1887-90 ; A. Vogel, 1891- 
96 ; A. Jansen, 1897-1901 ; 

I 
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This society was organized in April, 1876, with a membership of twelve. 
I n  1879 a neat house of worship was erected at Seventh avenue and State 
street, at a cost of $5,600. Rev. Benjamin N. Murrell is the present pastor. 

T H E  GERM,\N EVi\NGELICAL ALLIrYNCE TRINITY C H U R C H  

'The denomination to which this church belongs is not of foreign origin as 
might be supposed, but was founded in Pennsylvania nearly a century ago, by 
German speaking people. I t  was originated by Jacob Albright, a devout man, of 
Methodist proclivities, after whom it was sometimes called the "Albright church." 
The official designation appears to be the Evangelical Alliance, or the Evangelical 
Association of North America. In  all essential points it follows the organization 
and polity of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

The church has a general conference, annual conferences, bisliops and pre- 
siding elders, and also an order of deaconnesses similar to the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. The main difference seems to be in the fact that their bishops and 
presiding elders are elected for specific terms of four years each, and then must 
abide by the decision of new elections. The bishops have coordinate general 
supervision. They have twenty-two conferences in the United States and all 
bishops reside in this country. They also have a conference in Canada, two in 
Germany, one in Switzerland, and one in Japan, and missions in China and 
Russia. They have publishing houses in Cleveland, Ohio, and in Stuttgart, Ger- 
many; also colleges in Schuylkill, Petlnsylvania, and Ruetlingen, Germany, and 
seminaries in Tokio, Japan. and Xaperville, Illinois: also a Deaconess Home 
and Hospital in the city of Chicago. This church has the itinerant system, the 
pastors being assigned to the various churches by the conferences. 

The church in Peoria was organized in 1843, with fifteen members, Bishop 
John Seybert preaching the first sermon. However, they had no fixed place of 
worship until 1847, when they erected a small church building on Chestnut 
street, between Prairie street and Warner avenue, costing $600. I n  1853 they 
built a church at the corner of First and State streets, a t  a cost of $2,500, which 
was occupied until 1873, when the present frame building was erected at a cost 
of $5,700. This buildlng is now for sale and the congregation contemplates 
the erection of a modern church building. On account of the frequent changes 
of pastors, it is not deemed advisable to enumerate here all who have served 
this people in nearly seventy years. The presiding elder of this district a t  the 
present time is Rev. H. J. Kiekhoefer, there being four districts in Illinois. The 
present pastor of Trinity church is Rev. G. W. Engelter. Mrs. Mary S. Harscli 
is Sunday school superintendent. The board of trustees consists of George 
Icoerner, C. P. Schlenker, John Rudell, J. W. Green and H. J. Kopp. The 
Sunday school enrollment is 100, organized into classes, home department and 
cradle roll. The Young People's Alliance, with B. F. Shirer as president, has 
about 120 members. The denomination maintains old people's homes at Buf- 
falo, New York, and Cedar Falls, Iowa, and an orphanage a t  Flat Rock, Ohio. 
W e  have been thus specific about this church because probably very few Ameri- 
can church people know anything concerning it. 

There is a second church of this denomination in the city known as 

GRACE C H U R C H  

This church is located at the corner of Stanley and Humboldt streets. Regular 
preaching services and Sunday school are maintained. Rev. G. J. Degenkolb is 
the present pastor. 

This church was commenced as a mission German Sunday school in 1896,. 
in the South Peoria town hall, by Rev. 14. G. Hallwachs. Under G. C. Gasser, 
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a small church was built and dedicated January I, 1go5, and all services were 
changed into the English language. This church was served in connection with ' 

Trinity church until April, 1911, when the present pastor was assigned in 
charge. There is now a church membership of twenty. They have a Sunday 
school of 150 members, also two young people's societies with sixty members, 
and a Ladies' Aid Society of thirty. George Koerner is Sunday school superin- 
tendent, Miss Nettie Sturm, president of Young People's Alliance, Clarence 
Powers, president of Junior Alliance and Mrs. H. Allowby is president of the 
Ladies' Aid Society. 

The board of control consists of G. J. Degenkolb, pastor; George Koerner, 
president; h4iss Nettie Sturm, secretary; J. Harry Kopp, treasurer; C. E. Lott- 
illan and George Umdenstock, stewards; also 1Irs. C. E. Lottman and Mrs. 
George Umdenstock. 

This society dates its organization from December I, 1853, with twelve mem- 
bers. In the following year, 1854, a church building was erected on Sanford 
street but in 1863 a lot was purchased on the corner of First and G o o d ~ i n  
streets and the building removed thereto. In  1883 the church was rebuilt a t  
a cost of $1,500 and in 1888 this was replaced by a new and caminodious struc- 
ture, at a cost of $14,500. This church has been instrumental in founding sev- 
eral missions in this county and elsewhere. There is also a school and kinder- 
garten in connection with the church, a new building having been erected in 1898, 
to replace the old one, which was built in 1863. The present building cost 
$6,200. From the time the society was organized to 1877 seven pastors served 
the congregation and from that time to the present, Rev. Frederick B. Bess has 
served as pastor. 

GERMAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN TRINITY CHURCH 

This congregation was organized June 17, 1857, with thirteen charter mem- 
bers. The following year a small church at a cost of $2,000 was erected a t  the 
corner of Warner avenue and Maple street, where the parochial school is still 
located. In 1875 the old church gave way to a new structure, which was erected 
opposite the old structure on Maple street. at a cost of $8,000. This is one of 
the largest congregations of this denomination in the city. The first to serve as 
pastor of this congregation was Rev. Fred Boeling, who was installed June 17, 
1858, and after two years was succeeded by Rev. Paulus Heid, who came in 
January, 1861, and remained until 1878, his successor being Rev. Gottlieb Traub, 
who remained until January I,  1892, and was succeeded by Rev. Otto L. Hoen- 
stein, who remained for a long period. The present pastor is Rev. Ernest Flach. 

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCI l  

This society was forn~erly a mission of Trinity church but was organized as 
an independent congregation December 9, 1894, with thirty-six charter members. 
In the summer of 1892 Trinity church erected a building for the use of the 
mission in the southern part of the city, on #Malone avenue and Chandler street, 
at a cost of $s,ooo. This building was destroyed by fire June 25, 1895. This 
was immediately replaced by a new structure, at a cost of $8,000, together with 
a parochial scl~ool building, at a cost of $2,000. Rev. Frederick W. Jass has 
served as pastor from the time of its organization to the present. 

SWEDISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SALEM CHURCH 

This church was organized llugust 4, 1883, with thirty-four members. The 
first church was located on Easton street near the Vienna Mills. In the spring 
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of 1888 the building was removed to Glendale avenue near Hamilton street. 
This building was sold in 1896 for $2,800, and the present church, built of brick 
and stone, at a cost of $10,000, was erected at Bluff street and Hamilton boule- 
vard. The pastors who have served the church are: Revs. August Norrbom, 
1887-90; E. C. Jessup, 1891-93; Alfred Appell, 1893--. 

MISCELLANEOUS CHURCHES 

The Universalist church was organized May 6, 1843, and among the first 
members were Orin Hamlin, Dennis Blakeley, Aaron Oakford, Moses M. Webb, 
J. P. Dennis, John King, Caleb Whittemore, and Norman Howe and wife. At 
iirst meetings were held in the courthouse. Rev. I?. J. Briggs became the first 
pastor and his successor was Rev. W. B. Lindell, who remained about two years. 
The society eventually purchased the building which was located on Fulton 
street and had formerly been used by the First Presbyterian church. This con- 
tinued to be their place of worship until 1863. Rev. William Rounseville was 
pastor from 1853 until 1858 and was succedeed in the latter year by Rev. D. M. 
Reed, during whose pastorate the church was reorganized as the Church of the 
Redeemer, with eighty-three members. Subsequently they held services in various 
buildings until 1867, when a new church was erected and dedicated January I, 
1868, and fiamed the Church of the Messiah. Rev. Reed was succeeded in 1865 
by Rev. H. R. Nye, and when the new church was completed Rev. Royal H. 
Pullman was installed as pastor. His successors have been: Revs. H. B. Smith, 
J. Murray Bailey, S. A. Gardner, G. W. Kent, W. S. Ralph, George B. Stocking, 
R. B. Marsh, Frank McAlpine, T. B. T.  Fisher and Barlow Carpenter, who is the 
present pastor. About 1885 the name of the church was changed to Bradley 
Memorial First Universalist church, in memory of Tobias S. Bradley, who had 
been a devoted member and liberal contributor to the church, and whose death 
occurred in 1867. The present church was erected about 1902 and stands on 
Hamilton boulevard. 

The First Society of the New Jerusalem church of the city of Peoria was 
formed a corporate body in January, 1846. The first church building was erected 
on Jefferson street, near Hamilton, about 1846. In 1855 this building was re- 
placed by a brick structure on Hamilton street, between Madison and Jefferson. 
In 1896 this building was condemned by the city inspector and the furnishings 
were sold. Since then no regular services have been held but the society still exists 
as an organization. The pastors who have served the congregation are:  Revs. 
John Randolph Hibbard, Nelson C. Burnham, Thomas S. Storey, Jabez Fox, 
George H. Marsten, A. J. Bartels, George F. Stearns, George Nelson Smith, 
George Hardon, J. R. Hibbard, W. H. Schliffer and Samuel C. Eby. 

On the 29th day of August, 1892, seven persons met together, taking the 
initial step in forming a church which would inculcate Christian Science, as 
taught by Rev. Mary Baker G. Eddy. A board of three directors, a treasurer 
and a clerk were elected, and the name-church of Christ, Scientist, of Peoria, 
Illinois, was adopted. On the 6th of October, 1894, the church was incorporated, 
and the name changed to First Church of Christ, Scientist, of Peoria, Illinois. 

Beginning the year 1898, with eighty-seven members, efforts were directed 
towards building a church edifice on the lot on Hamilton boulevard, corner of 
Bluff street, which had been purchased the previous year. The building was 
erected during the latter part of the year at  a cost, including the lot, of nearly 
$30,000. The first services, dedicating the building, were held on the 15th of 
January, 1899. 
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CHRISTIAN CHURCHES O F  PEORIA 

The organization of the Christian church, or Disciples of Christ, was effected 
in 1845, with twelve charter members, the last of whom, Mrs. Eliza Wadsworth 
Smith, died in 1904. 

William Tilford was the first elder and Sampson Schockley (grandfather of 
Mrs. John L. Miller) the first deacon. For a brief period the congregation met 
from house to house, and 4ater in the engine house in the 200 block, North 
Adams street. Subsequently the old courthouse was used for their religious 
purposes. 

The first church building was erected at  the corner of Seventh avenue and 
Franklin street in 1855, the building which still stands being converted into a 
dwelling some time later. The trustees of this building were James Maxwell, 
P. C. Reding (father of Mrs. William Ford, Jr.),  and Elias Randall. The 
present location at the corner of Monroe and Fulton streets containing an obsolete 
building was purchased from the New School Presbyterians and first occupied 
in May, 1875. The former location on Seventh avenue was thereupon rented 
and later sold to a congregation of Jews. 

In the year 1894, the present edifice of the Central congregation was erected 
the entire property costing approximately $25,000. Some of the early preacherr 
who came with infrequent regularity were William Davenport, William Brow- ., 
Barton W. Stone, Mr. Young and Milton P. King, and often when withow a 
preacher, Deacon Schockley spoke. 

The first pastor of the congregation after the completion of the Seventh 
avenue building was John Lindsay, March 15, 1855 to August 17, 1856. H e  was 
followed by I. N. Carman, 1857 ; Elder Howe, 1861 ; John Miller, 1863; John 
OJKane, 1864; William Thompson, 1866. Student preachers from the college 
at Eureka served the congregation from 1867 to 1872, among them Messrs. 
Wagner, Hart, Crow and Brunner. The next regular pastor was Ira J. Chase, 
1872, later Governor of Indiana. Barton 0 .  Aylsworth, now president of Colo- 1 rado Agricultural college, followed in 1880; J. B. Mayfield, 1882; N. S. Haines, 
1885 ; J. M. Kersey, 1892 ; J. P. McKnight, 1896 ; G. B. VanArsdall, 1900 ; H. F. 
Burns, 1905; and W. F. Turner, 1909. 

The longest continuous memberships are today held by Miss Paulina White 
1854, Mrs. Naomi Mounts, Mrs. Wm. Ford, Jr. (then Miss Reding), 1865; 
William Ford, Jr., 1867. The present number of communicants is 625. 

The chapel at 224 Howett street, now the Howett Street Christian church 
is the outgrowth of a mission established by Alexander G. Tyng, Sr., of the ' Episcopal Church who conducted for six or eight years what was known as 
the "Tyng Mission" at  the corner of Cedar and Brotherson streets. This effort 
was abandoned and was later taken up by the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, assisted by a few of our people who conducted what was known as a 
temperance Sunday school. This likewise was abandoned after about three 
years' effort, the Disciples following in 1885. The superintendents of the Sun'day 
school at the chapel and church have been F. M. Barrett-but recently deceased- 
Samuel Cunningham, Joseph Ray, William Reichel, J. A, Martin, G. W. Rey- 
nolds, Lewis Lawson, J. C. Murray, C. A. Brown and ;NI. W. Rotchford. For 
twenty-three years Miss Lorena Simonson has been contiiluously a teacher at 
the Howett street church and its predecessor, the Tyng Mission. Regular preach- 
ing services (evenings) began in 1900, with B. C. Piatt, minister, followed by 
H. H. Jenner, C. A. Marsh, L. P. Schooling, and William Price. The present 
building was erected in 1890, the plant costing about $2,500. 

Present number of communicants is 180. 
The West Bluff Christian chapel the "church built in a day" was constructed 

May 30, 1910, by the brotherhoods of the Howett street Christian and the Central 
Christian churches, assisted voluntarily by about sixty members of the Local 
Carpenters Union, No. 183. William Price, minister of the Howett street church, 



170 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

laid the foundation. Earl D. Stout, superintended the construction of the build- 
ing. Ashley J. Elliott fathered the idea of building the church in a day and ,4. 
J. Buckwalter and A. W. Lew were presidents of the two brotherhoods. The 
building was dedicated June 10, 1910, by Dr. Arthur Holmes. A school was 
immediately organized and has continued since. The superintendents thereof 
have been E. J. Haney, A. J. Elliott and A. I. Buckwalter. A two weeks' preach- 
ing service was held in February, 1911, by W. E. Harlow. The building is lo- 
cated at the corner of Underhill and Main streets. 

The Christian church in Peoria has had a slow but steady growth. The 
principal plea of the Disciples of Christ is "The Restoration of Primitive New 
Testament Christianity and the Union of God's People on that Basis." 



CHAPTER XIX 

CHURCH HISTORY C O S T I N L E D  

CONTINUATION O F  C H U R C H  I-IISTORY-EARLY b1ETHODISM I N  PEORIil  COUNTY- 
THE L'SHACK"  OR LOG CABIN HOME OF THE EARLY SETTLER THE MEETING PLACE 
F011 TIIE CIRCUIT RIDER A N D  H I S  FLOCK 

At the meeting of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
in May, 1824, the territory included in the states of Illinois, Indiana and Wis- 
consin, as indicated in Stephen R. Begg's "Early History of the West and North- 
west," which had been included in the Missouri conference, was separated there- 
from and designated "The Illinois Conference." 

In the fall the Illinois conference, and the lMissouri conference both met a t  
the same place-Padfields, twenty miles east of St. Louis. At this session of 
the Illinois conference, Peter Cartwright and Andrew Monroe, elders of the 
Kenttlcky conference, were received by transfer. 

When the assignments were made, Jesse \Valker was appointed to the circuit 
which included Peoria, or  Fort Clark, as it was then called. 

JVhen Jesse Walker arrived a t  the settlement, he f o ~ ~ n d  a few persons of the 
Methodist faith and formed the first class. consisting of sixteen members. Beggs, 
who was on the work in 1830 gives the names of the original sixteen members as 
Jesse Walker and wife;  James Walker and wife; Mrs. Abner Eads; Sister 
Dixon, wife of the proprietor of Dixontown, on Rock river; Sister Hamlin, 
mother of John Hamlin and another sister, converts that winter; William Holland 
and wife ; U'illiam Eads and wife; William Blanchard; Rev. Reeves l\lcCormick, 
and Nary Clal-li. 

The next sumnler \4Talker, assisted by his son James and others, one of whom 
was Rev. Reeves AlcCormick, who appears to have been a located preacher, held 

I a camp illeeting on the west side of the lake about a mile above the village, which 
was probably either just above the Galena road, now North Adams street, or 
in a beautiful grove on Plum Point, down on the bank of the lake. 

William See travelled the Peoria circuit in 1827, and S. L. Robertson in 1828. 
1 The circuit then covered a very large territory. During the summer of 1828 a 

camp meeting was held at a place about three miles east of Peoria, in Tazewell 
county, probably, in the Farm Creek bottoms about where Farmdale is located. 
Samuel P. Thompson was presiding elder, and Robertson, Jesse Walker, and 
probably See assisted. At this camp meeting, Governor Edwards, the first gover- 
nor of Illinois, was present. 

Froill the conference held at Edwardsville, Illinois, September 18, 1829, 
Stephen R. Beggs was sent to the Logansport Mission, embracing Logansport, 
Delphi and LaFayette, Indiana. After the first quarterly meeting, his presiding 
elder transferred him to the Eloomington circuit and a t  the next conference, 
which was held at Vincennes, Indiana, he was sent to the Tazewell circuit, which, 
from his description, would appear to be the same as  the Bloomington circuit, 
barring some possible changes in preaching points. H e  describes the most 
prominent preaching places as Peoria, Holland's Grove, now Washington; Mud 
Creek ; Walnut Grove ; 3Iackinaw Town ; Stout's Grove ; Dry Grove ; Blooming 

171 
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James Hazzard 
"Blessed be the Lord: for H e  hath showed me His marvelous kindness in 

a strong city." Psa. XXXII-21. 
3 Qr. April 20, 1845. 

(Signed) J. Chandler. 

The tickets referred to are now in the possession of J. F. Hazzard of this city. 
Beggs says that upon one such occasion, feeling in good spirits while he was 

attending the door and being in a liberal mood he admitted several who had not 
the proper credentials. Good Brother K. came to him and said: "Brother Beggs, 
what do you mean by admitting so many to our love feast, you have even let in 
old man H." At the close of the service Beggs says he called for any who 

Grove, now Bloomington ; Randolph's Grove ; Big Grove ; Cherry Grove ; from I 

thence down Salt Creek to the Falling Timber country; Brother Beck's on Sugar . 
creek; Hittle's Grove, and Dillon's, where there were two appointments; from 
there I went to Grand Prairie; from thence to several neighborhoods and back 
to Peoria.'' So it appears that he served the ,Methodist people at Peoria three- 
fourths of the conference year 1830 and all of the year 1831. H e  was united in 
marriage with a daughter of William Heath, September, 1831. H e  was succeeded 
in 1832 by William Royal, and he by 2. Hall in 1833. At this time it seems , 
the assignment was called Fort Clark Mission, the boundaries of which are de- 
scribed as follows: Peoria, Lancaster, or LaSalle Prairie; Brother Jones' on 
Snack River; Princeville, Essex schoolhouse; Fraker's Grove, now Lafayette; 
thence to Princeton, some thirty miles distant; to Troy Grove twenty-five miles 
farther; to Brother Long's near LaSalle; down the river to Miller's school- 
house, five miles below Peru, then on to John Hall's one hundred fifty miles 
around. In the spring of 1833 there appears to be the added names of Sister A. 
Hale, a Sister Waters, David Spencer and some others. At this time John Sin- 
clair was presiding elder. The Sister Hale mentioned was the wife of Asahel 
Hale, who afterwards donated the lot at the corner of Madison and Fulton 
streets for the First Methodist Episcopal church and the property at Main 
and High streets for Hale hfemorial church. 

Hall was succeeded in 1834 by Joel Arrington, who seems to have re-vivified 
the membership and was by some given the credit of having established the 
first class, when in fact Jesse Walker was ahead of him by nine years. More- 
over, the forming of a class by Arrington would be no evidence that the former 
organization or class had lapsed or that there was no previous church, as under 
the system established by John Wesley, a Methodist church might consist of , 
one class or an aggregation of classes. In each case the class had a leader and 
in early days these classes often met week day evenings a t  the homes of the 
leaders, when the members spoke of their religious experience and the leader 
advised or exhorted. 

The quarterly meeting service was always accompanied by the love feast, or 
general class meeting. T o  be admitted to the love feast was considered a great 
privilege, and for a time during early times in Peoria, admission was only ob- 
tained upon ticket, which ticket was only given to faithful attendants upon 
class meetings and religious services. 

Copies of love feast tickets: 

"Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth."-Matthew V-5. 
The Lord hath spoken good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 
H e  will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 
Peoria Station. (Signed) C. Hobart S. P. (Station Preacher). 
3d Quarter. 1843. 
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might desire to join the church to present themselves and old man H, was the 
first to come. 

Referring to the original class formed in 1825, McCulloch, in his history of 
Peoria city and county gives the name of Rivers Cormack instead of Rev. Reeves 
McCormick as Beggs gives it. As Beggs was on the ground a few years after- 
ward he has probably given the correct name. McCulloch says H. H. Farkington 
travelled the Peoria circuit in 1820 and also gives the name of Isaac Scarrett 
for the same work the same year. By the conference of September, 1829, James 
Latta was assigned to the circuit in which Peoria was included, and as Stephen 
R. Ueggs was transferred to the circuit from the Logansport mission about Janu- 
ary, 1830, it is probable that Latta was transferred also, but to what work we 
are not informed. 

At this time Peter Cartwright was presiding elder, and his district extended 
from Chicago to Peoria, and from the Illinois river to the Mississippi. 

The same author gives the name of Zadoc Hall: as the preacher on the circuit 
I in 1832 and 1833. He, finding that several of the class formed by Walker had 

ren~oved, re-organized the class and from that time the organization became per- 
manent. Joel Arrington came in 1833. By the conference of the fall of 1834, , Rev. L. S. Walker was sent to this work, and by that of 1835 W. C. Cumming, 
who was the father of the venerable Rev. J. S. Cumming, now assigned to the 

1 Second ldethodist Episcopal church at Moline, Illinois. While here Rev. IVilliam 
1 C. Cumming lived in the cottage on Washington street which belonged to Daniel 
I Brestel. Peoria was made a station in 1836 and that fall the conference assigned 

James W. Dunahy to the work. H e  remained about six months, and N. G. 
Berrynlan was sent to supply the place. Beggs says John Sinclair also was here 
in 1836. I t  is probable he did his work on the circuit. I t  was in the year 1837 

: that Asahel Hale and Mark ,M. Aiken donated part of a lot, 71 feet by 72 feer 

I at the corner of Fulton and Madison streets, as a site for a church. 
Beggs, who was assigned to the Peoria church by the conference of - 1539, I says A. E. Phelps, was his predecessor and says he was a powerful preacher, 

and on account of being fully able in debate, to protect his faith and creed, became 
very popular. A/IcCulloch says Phelps was assigned here in 1837 and William 1". 
Williams and William Cundiff in 1838. The dates have probably been reversed, 
and one of the latter was on the circuit work. 

I EARLY HISTORY 

In the summer of 1535 there came to Peoria, from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
a young man, a carpenter by trade, and a local Methodist preacher, Daniel Brestel 
by name, who, with his family consisting of his wife and four young daughters 
had sought a home in the west, and had made choice of Peoria for such a home. 
He came well recommended and a letter, commending him as a man of high 
moral character and a competent mechanic dated Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, April 
25, 1835, and signed by sixteen business and professional men, who are desig- 
nated by marginal notes as "State Clerk." "Congressman," "Station Preacher'' 
and "fMerchants'9 with several "Gentlemen" is still in existence and in the pos- 
session of one of his descendants. Upon the arrival of the family in Peoria, the 
only place of shelter they could get, was one or two rooms in Hunt's Row, a 
long frame, one-story building containing four or five tenements, located at tRe 
west corner of Adams and Fulton streets, where the B. & M. clothing store now 
stands. There was no chimney, or fire place in this tenement, only a hole in the 
floor and another in the roof;  and with such accommodations, or rather lack 
of accommodations, they were compelled to get along until more suitable quarters 
could be found. Mr. Brestel having brought some means with him, purchased 
for $1,000 a lot 72 feet front on the northwest side of Washington street, by 171 
feet deep toward Adams street, on which was a small cottage of four or  five 
rooms. 
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The next year, perhaps, in 1836, he built a good, substantial carpenter shop; 
and a substantial two-story frame building on the front of the lot and on the line 
of sidewalk. This building contained a large storeroom on the first floor and 
two large living rooms above, which were reached by a stairway on the outside 
of the building. The carpenter's shop was situated on the alley between Wash- 
ington and Adams streets and immediately in the rear of what is now the Schnel- 
bacher building, but across the alley, being between Main and Fulton streets. This 
property is now covered with business houses and worth, probably $75,000. 

Daniel Brestel and his family came from Pennsylvania by wagon most of the 
way, and were from five to six weeks making the trip. Upon their arrival, being 
Methodists, they naturally fell in with that people, whom they found at that time 
worshiping in the old log court house on the bank of the river near where the 
electric light plant now stands. Stephen R. Beggs tells us in his "Early History 
of the West and Northwest," that at times preachers of other denominations 
occupied the court house, and consequently the Methodists were compelled to 
hold services in the houses of some of the members. After Daniel Brestel built 
his carpenter shop they had the use of it for services, and it was there and not 
in a shop on the alley between JVashington and Water street, as stated in 
NlcCulloch's history, where their services were held. 

Samuel Markley was also a carpenter and a partner of Daniel Brestel, later 
Markley built a house and lived on North Adams street, about where number 
407 now is. A front part was built on since his death, and the old house remains 
there yet. I t  probably belongs to a grandson, C. M. Comegys. 

Daniel Brestel's house was always open to the circuit riders and i\/Iethodist 
preachers, and Peter Cartwright, Stephen R. Beggs, Richard Haney, Henry 
Summers, Jacoby, of Cincinnati, and Winebrenner, of Pennsylvania, were among 
his guests. 

Born and raised in Pennsylvania of French and German lineage, Brestel 
was able to read, write and speak English and German equally well, and was 
always in demand to serve in preaching and marriage services, especially among 
the Germans, who had no church organization of any kind when he first arrived. 
H e  was not averse to preaching the gospel to the colored people and frequently 
rendered such services for them in a schoolhouse which then stood on Walnut 
street, between Adams and Washington streets. As the German Methodists 
had no organization here then, he took great interest in them, and was to a 
large degree instrumental in organizing the German Methodist Episcopal church, 
and was a member of their first board of trustees, though himself a member of 
the English Methodist Episcopal church. H e  was a zealous student of the scrip- 
tures and was able to quote almost any passage he might be asked for, or if he 
heard a quotation, to locate the book, chapter and verse. However, not content, 
and desiring to better understand the Bible, he studied Greek and Hebrew after 
he was fifty years of age. 

In 1840, about which time Peoria was considered a thrifty and promising 
young place, there came from Philadelphia a young bricklayer, James Hazzard, 
by name, seeking employment at his trade and a place to  locate. Being a Metho- 
dist he became acquainted with the Brestel family, and in 1842 was married to 
Margaret, the second daughter, the service being read by Rev. Chauncey Hobart, 
the then preacher in charge, and who but recently died in Red Wing, hfinnesota, 
after nearing the century mark in years. 

An interesting fact in connection with this family and the Methodist church 
is, that from the coming of Daniel Brestel in 1835, when he became connected 
with the church, to the present time, there has been continuous service upon the 
official board of some Methodist church, by some member of the family. Daniel 
Brestel, by virtue of his being an ordained minister; his son-in-law becoming a 
member of the board of trustees of the First Methodist Episcopal church; a 
grandson, first for about three years a steward of the Second church, from 
which he transferred to Hale Chapel in 1868, becoming one of the first trustees, 
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in which capacity he has continued ever since; while a great grandson is now, 
and has been for a number of years a steward and treasurer of Hale Memorial 
&urch, a continuous period of more than seventy-six years. 

In 1839, the Illinois conference held its session at Eloomington, and at that 
session, Stephen R. Beggs was appointed to the church at Peoria, by Bishop 
~Sorris. As some of the members of the church had set their hearts on securing 
ailother preacher, a relative of one of the then prominent members, Beggs' recep- 
tion on the part of some was not very cordial, in fact rather discouraging, but 
being a man determined to do his duty as he saw it, he went to work vigorously. 
He made his first appearance Sabbath morning. H e  says: "Our only place of 
worship was Brestel's" (Beggs incorrectly spells the name Bristol) "carpenter 
shop, and there I preached among jackplanes and chisels." H e  took his first 
dinner in Peoria with Erestel's family. I t  soon became so that the carpenter 
shop would not hold the people who came to the services, so one evening Beggs 
proposed that they start in and build a church. As is always the case, there 

I were doubtful ones, and they began to object. The period, the winter of 1839-40, 
was a season of gloon~y aspect; money was hard to get, and so the prospect was 

1 not very encouraging. Furthermore, it seems that about two years before, an 
attempt had been made to build a frame church, and some material collected, 
but a reverend brother thinking that a frame church would be out of keeping / with certain ideas of dignity, and, possibly pride, discouraged the project, insist- 

I ing on a brick church or none, and the illaterials collected had been sold and the 
1 little money received for it had been pocketed by a Mr. A. 

In spite of all the discouraging circumstances and conditions and in face of 
all objections, Eeggs insisted that a frame building would be better than none 
and carried his point. A place for the building having been secured, he per- 
suaded some of the men to take their axes and sleds, go into the timber and fell 
trees and haul them in on the snow, score and hew the timbers for sills and plates. 

Quite a number fell in with his plans, and by the spring of 1840 they had the 
hewn timbers ready, Eeggs having made a "bee" for that purpose. H e  went 
to the sawmills and begged other necessary lumber and also secured bricks in the 
same way. One Sabbath he invited the men, as many as would assist, to be on 
the ground the nest morning to frame the timbers so that they might have the 
frame raised by the next Saturday evening. Monday morning he appointed 
Daniel Rrestel, foreman, and the men who came were set to work. About noon, 
however, the foreman was taken sick and the preacher had to secure another, 
which he did, presumably Samuel Markley, also a member of the church. At the 
time there was great stagnation and work was scarce, so Eeggs went about the 
village and solicited every idle man he met to go and assist, which many did will- 
ingly. H e  found some masons who went a t  once and laid the foundation walls, 
and by Saturday evening the frame of the first Methodist church building was 
raised. Even then the croakers were not quieted and predicted that it wou'ld never 
go any farther ; but Beggs was of a different mind. H e  took his horse and buggy, 
and started out, soliciting one dollar or more from every man he met. He went 
as far as Alton, St. Louis and Belleville, and secured sixty-five dollars in all ; his 
largest subscription being twenty-five dollars. On his return, he again went 
among the sawmills, and secured donations of sheathing and flooring, and 
Josiah Fulton having given a large oak tree which was made up into shingles, 
he soon had the buildlng ready for plastering. This work Leonard L. Loomis 
kindly agreed to do if some one would do the lathing. Lathing in those days was 
done by taking thin sawed boards, generally of oak, nailing one edge; then split- 
ting with a hatchet and spreading, and nailing again, splitting and spreading 
and nailing until the board covered all the space it would, and then repeating the 
operation until all the walls were covered. This work Beggs found men to do, 
and Loomis plastered the building. 

The doors and windows were gotten, presumably, with the money raised on 
the southern trip; and with temporary seats and pulpit, the building was ready 
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for services, with less than ten dollars indebtedness, the total money cost being 
something over $70. This building was erected on a part of lot ten, block thirty, 
original town of Peoria, being 72 feet on Madison street by 71 feet on Fulton 
street at the west corner, opposite the present city hall. 

I t  has been said and written that this lot was donated by Asahel Hale and 
Mark M. Aileen, the latter a member of the church at that time, and the former 
becoming so later. An examination of the records of deeds, however, does not 
exactly bear this out. On page 515, Book G of Transcribed Record of Deeds 
in Peoria county, is the transcript of the deed which transfers the above described 
part of lot 10 to Mark M. Aiken and Asahel Hale, trustees, which explicitly pre- 
scribes the uses and purposes for which it is to be used, and directs that it shall 
descend to their successors in office, trustees of the Methodist Episcopal church; 
This deed was made and executed by one William Pierce, and the consideration 
named was $500 in coin. This amount was probably fictitious, as the lot then 
was on the outskirts of the town, and lots on Adams street were valued less, 
many years later. This deed is dated March 2, 1837, acknowledged before 
IYilliam P\/Iitchell, notary public and filed for  record March 3, 1837. At the same 
time Pierce transferred to Hale and Ailten, in fee simple, the balance of lot 10, 
block 30, being 29 feet on Fulton street by 72 feet on the alley, consideration $400. 

The whole transaction would seem to indicate that the plat 72 feet by 71 feet 
may have been donated to the church by William Pierce, probably at the solicita- 
tion of Asahel Hale and Mark M. Aiken, and in consideration of the sale of the 
other part of the lot to them. 

There is no deed on record from Mark M. Aiken conveying any part of said 
lot to the church, but he conveyed his interest in the other part of lot 10 to Asahel 
Hale, and on page six hundred and twenty-three, Book Y of Record of Deeds, 
is the transcript of a deed from Asahel Hale and Laura Hale, his wife, to George 
Wilkenson, James R. Hazzard, Samuel B. King, Asahel Hale, Jesse L. Knowl- 
ton, Joseph J. Thomas and John Easton, trustees of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, transferring part of lot 10, being 50 feet on Fulton street by 71 feet deep, 
commencing 71 feet from Madison street, for a consideration of $200. This 
deed is dated April 20, 1847, and was ackno~vledged before William H. Fessen- 
den, Justice Peace, April 30, 1847, but not filed for record until June 23, 1851. 
The provisions in this deed are the same as those in the deed from Pierce in 1837 
and this plat was, no doubt, donated by Asahel Hale and Laura Hale, his wife. 

Some nine years after the erection of the first building, which had been 
enlarged in the meantime, it was moved to one side to malce way for the erection 
of a large brick church; later the old frame building was moved to the corner of 
Harrison and Water streets, immediately in the rear of the board of trade build- 
ing site, and became part of a hotel owned and operated by James XiI'cFadden; 
which was afterward knotvn as the Central House and operated under that name 
many years by John Phillips. Of late years it has given way to a large business 
establishment. 

Daniel Brestel died in November, 1859, aged sixty-six years and his remains 
lie in Springdale cemetery. Of his descendants there are now living, one daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Elizabeth Bowman, living at Los Gatos, California, aged about eighty- 
one years; seven grand children, six of whom live in Peoria and one in Lincoln, 
Nebraska; eighteen great grandchildren and about as many great great grand- 
children. The late Rev. David G. Stouffer was a nephew of Samuel IMarkley. 

When Stephen R. Beggs arrived with his family in Peoria in the fall of 1839, 
the only house he could obtain was an old, dilapidated dwelling, long tenanted 
by rats and vermin, which vigorously contested the intrusion for several months. 
One time, while the preacher was away, Judge George B. Parker, not then a 
church member nor even a professor of religion, found and rented a good com- 
fortable dwelling and moved the preacher's family in before he returned. 

That Daniel Brestel was an ordained minister is attested by the fact that he 
performed many marriage ceremonies, especially for German couples. W e  have 
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no record of just when he was ordained, but there are persons living who know 
of the fact, one of whom is Johnson L. Cole. Joseph F. Hazzard remembers 
of his performing marriage ceremonies. Ira E. Benton records that at  the 
quarterly meeting held on the camp ground at  Ten-Mile Creek, in Tazewell 
county, August 19, 1843, Daniel Brestel resigned as member of the official board 
to begin work as preacher to the Germans in Tazewell county. 

The writer had the privilege of meeting and entertaining Stephen R. Beggs 
in 1868 and at that time obtained from him a copy of his "Early History" just 
then published. 

With an interest engendered by family connections with the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, extending into three centuries, and more than sixty years of personal 
recollections; with associations and memories of nearly all of the persons and 
events, it has been the intent of the writer-to give in a concise form, historic 
facts without diversions but surely the names of such arduous, energetic, self- 
sacrificing men' as Jesse Walker, Stephen R. Beggs, Peter Cartwright, Henry 
Summers, Richard Haney, John Chandler, the generous, far-sighted Asahel 
Hale, the willing, ever-ready carpenter-preacher, Daniel Brestel, and Samuel 
Tart, for many years a class leader, with many others mentioned, ought to be 
known and held in reverence by all IMethodists in the city and county of Peoria. 

I t  is said that in 1840 Bishop Beverly Vlraugh preached-in the new church an3 
wrote to the New York Christian Advocate, "The Methodists of Peoria have a 
new church building, but it is half a mile from the village." 

FIRST METI-IODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The building erected by the zeal and energy of Stephen R. Beggs and his 
willing supporters in 1840, was 31 feet by 40 feet in size. In  1843, the work 
having prospered greatly and congregations necessitating more room, the build- 
ing was lengthened by the addition of 16 feet to the rear. In 1841 and 1842 
Rev. Nathaniel P. Cunningham was pastor. Rev. Cunningham was the father 
of Mrs. J. D. McClure. By the general conference of 1840 the Illinois conference 
was again divided and the Rock River conference formed. According to assign- 
ments of ministers as given by S. R. Beggs, this conference included a large 
part of the state of Illinois, and the states of Iowa, \Visconsin and Minnesota, 
and enough territory was included in one presiding elder's district to form two 
conferences now. 

In the fall of 1842 N. P. Cunningham transferred to Chicago and was as- 
signed to the church there. By the same conference Chauncey Hobart was sent 
to the church at Peoria and served until the following fall, when Richard Haney 
succeeded him. Haney was a giant in stature, and a powerful preacher, who 
was well known in Peoria by many of the present generation. John Chandler 
was the pastor in 1845-46. In  the latter year, the congregation was incorporated 
and James Hazzard, George Wilkinson, Samuel B. King, Jesse L. Knowlton, 
Joseph J. Thomas, John Easton and Asahel Hale were the members of the first 
board of trustees. 

In the fall of 1846 Rev. F. A. McNeal was appointed to the church and in 
1847 N. P. Heath; but he being sent off on a financial mission, Rev. h4cNeal again 
served the people. In 1848 and 1849 Silas Bolles was preacher in charge, and 
it was under his administration that the second 6hurch building was erected. 

The little frame church erected by S. R. Beggs, after having been enlarged 
had again been outgrown, and the congregations demanded more room, con- 
sequently, a new brick building 60x90 feet was erected, with an audience room, 
which, with a lobby, covered the entire second floor, a lecture room, 42x60 feet, 
and several class rooms in the basement. This building was very plain. The 
brickwork was done by Card and Hazzard, and it is thought the carpenter work 
was done by Thomas & Bain, and the plastering by Loomis & Brown. Finances 
being short, no more than a base for a spire was ever built, and so remained 
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until RIay 13, 1858, when a severe l~urricane, which passed over the city, partly 
unroofed the church while it blew the spires off almost every other church in 
the city. 

This building was dedicated in September, 1849, Bishop Edmund S. Janes 
preaching the sermon. The building had a gallery over the lobby so that the 
seating capacity was the entire interlor size of the building. However, with the 
entering into the new building an innovation was introduced and musical instru- 
ments, and singers were installed in the gallery. The instruments were a bass 
viol and a flute, the latter of which was played by Edgar M. Banvard, and the 
former by George Thorpe, as near as can be ascertained. 

Of the members of the choir, the following names have been obtained. 
Stark R. Reed, Joseph Brown, Joseph C. Parker, Edward Story, Mrs. Louise 
Reed and Miss Marie Banvard, sisters of E. $1. Banvard; Miss Mary Reed, 
daughter of S. R. Reed, and Miss Mary Brown, daughter of Joseph Brown; 
and Mrs. Leah Benton. Of these Edward Story is the only one of whom we 
have any information at present time. H e  resides with his wife and daughter 
at 212 West Armstrong avenue, Peoria. One rather comical feature, was that 
when the congregation arose for the singing, all turned their backs to the pulpit 
and "faced the music." 

The Rev. Peter Cartwright was a rough, uncouth, plain-spoken man and a 
powerful preacher. One of his antagonisms was to instrumental music in the 
church. I t  is said that a t  one time when about to open services, he announced 
the hymn, and read it as  was custonlary, and casting his eyes up, he saw the 
11ass viol and said, "You will now please fiddle and sing the hymn as announced." 

Edgar M. Eanvard was about this time superintendent of the Sunday school, 
but not many years afterwards left for California, and was succeeded by Joseph 
Brown. 

In 1850 J. C. Parlzs was assigned to this church, and he was followed by 
C. C. Best, who also was reappointed the next year. 

About this time "The Wesleyatl Seminary of Peoria" was started and a lease 
secured on the "ilfitchell House," which had been built by William Mitchell, 
former ccunty clerk, for a hotel, but which was not a success in that capacity and 
had been closed. It was located on the corner of Jefferson avenue and Fulton 
street, where the "Star" office and two or three other business buildings are now 
situated. The seminary was not a success, and the building was afterward 
remodeled and opened as a hotel, under the name of "The Massasoit House," 
and did quite a business for some time. 

About this time William Jones taught a school in the basement of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. Some of the names, remembered of scholars who 
attended that school are : Henry B. Rouse, Walter P. Colburn, Edward S. Easton, 
Charles Easton, Edwin C. Ely, Selby Whittlesy, a cousin of Ely's, Joseph F. 
Hazzard, Miss Alice Hill, Emeline Shelly, now the widow of the late Martin 
Kingman, Mary Mossman, and Virginia Cunningham, now widow of Colonel J :D. 
McClure, cousins. 

In 1852 and 1853, J. W. Flower was pastor and during his pastorate a small 
mission church, known as Moffatt church, was built on lower Adams street, 
about opposite where the Barrett Manufacturing Company's plant is now locat'ed. 
This was used as a mission churcll by the First church for a few years and then 
discontinued. In 1855 Caleb Foster was appointed to the church. 

The general conference of 1856 having divided the Rock River conference 
and formed the Central Illinois conference the new conference held its first ses- 
sion in the Methodist Episcopal church in Peoria, beginning September 19, 1856, 
being presided over by Bishop Edmund S. Janes. Since that time six other 
sessions of the annual conference have been held in Peoria, to-wit: 1871, 1886, 
1895, 1900, 1905 and the last session held in Hale Memorial church, commencing 
September 6, 1911. 

By the conference of 1856, Rev. William H. Hunter, who had transferred 
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fro111 the Erie conference of Pennsylvania, was appointed to the Peoria church. 
At first he was strongly objected to by some on account of his pronounced anti- 
slavery proclivities, but the events of the next few years wiped out all such objec- 
tions, and Wi1,liam H. Hunter became a tower of strength to Methodism, not 
only in Peoria and the Central Illinois conference, but in the nation. H e  was 
several times elected a delegate to the general conference. He was also a good 
blisiness illan and financial manager, and by husbanding the very small allowances 
of his earlier. days and the somewhat more liberal income of later years, he 
accumulated quite an amount of property. H e  was, nevertheless, of a liberal 
turn of mind, and quite often assisted his less fortunate, or more improvident, 
brethren in the ministry, as well as giving of his means to worthy causes. Almost 
at the commenceinent of Rev. Hunter's illinistrations to the church here, a mis- 
sion Sunday school was started in a small brick building on North Jefferson 
street, which stood where the three-story brick building, the "Annex" to the 
"Eailie,". now stands. This building was formerly the S~vedenborgian church. 
It had also been used for a private school. In 1857 George B. Parker was super- 
intendent, C. Dunl~am, secretary and James Hazzard, librarian of this Sunday 
school. Joseph F. Hazzard has in his possession several certificates of member- 
shil) in this school, issued to inembers of his family in April, 1857. However, 
prior to this, probably in 1855 and 1856, there was a Sunday school, largely 
under the auspices of Methodist people, conducted in an old frame building which 
was originally a foundry and had afterwards been used as a schoolhouse, located 
on the northwest side of Perry avenue, between Fayette and Jackson streets, 
and which belonged to George C. Greenwood. In this Sunday school, Mrs. Mary 
E. Phenix was a teacher, and Joseph F. Hazzard and the girl who is now his wife 
were attendants. .4bout the time of the opening of the Sunday school in the 
building on Jefferson street, the school on Perry avenue ceased to exist, and a 
number of the attendants transferred to the new location. A feature about this 
new Sunday school was that the library books, wl~ich were mostly for the 
younger grade of children were kept in a carpenter's tool chest, loaned by Wil- 
liam Comegys. llilton L. Haney, a brother of Richard Haney, was assigned to 
Peoria mission, and this Sunday school formed a nucleus from which he or- 
ganized the Second AIethodist Episcopal church, whose successor is Madison 
Avenue 14ethodist Episcopal church. 

In 1857, R. C. Bolles was appointed to succeed \V. H. Hunter and he in turn 
was succeecled by R. C. Rowley. In 1859, S. G. J. Worthington, one of the grand 
old illen of the Central Illinois conference, and father of Judge Nicholas E. 
IiVorthington, was appointed to the First church, in Peoria, and remained till 
1862, when Rev. J. S. Cumming. a son of Rev. William C. Cumming, who was 
on the Peoria circuit in 1836, followed. I t  is said that it was during Gumming's 
time that the first organ, what was known as a parlor organ, was installed in the 
church. Also at this time the first camp meeting was held at Oak Hill, and a 
camp meeting has been held there annually ever since. Rev. Cumming remained - until the conference of 1863 again assigned Rev. Richard I-Ianey to the charge, 
and the next year Rev. C. C. Knowlton. Rev. Knowlton was re-appointed but 
resigned in February, 1866, and James Tubbs supplied until the conference of 
,1866, \vhich appointed Andrew Magee. 

By the conference of 1868, J. P. Brooks was sent and in the fall of 1869, J. S. 
Culnming again was assigned to the work, and continued this time for three years. 
In 1872 E. Wasmuth was appointed. H e  remained three years. In 1875 A. R. 
Morgan came for a three years' term, and was followed in 1878 by Selah \V. 
Ero\vn for two years. By the conference of 1880 James T. McFarlan.d, now in 
charge of the Sunday school publication of the IIethodist Episcopal church, was 
assigned as pastor, William Hunter as assistant, and they remained two years. 
This brings us to the end of the chapter so far as  the brick church building of 

I 
1849 is concerned, for in 1882 it was sold and the next year abandoned for  church 
services. 
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The writer has thought it might be interesting to many to recall the names of 
many well remembered as being connected with the First Methodist Episcopal 
church and its activities at the time of ,  and immediately following its dedication 
in 1849. Among those best remembered are: Daniel Brestel and wife, and Eliza- 
beth Bowman, their daughter, now living in California, where she has been since 
1853; Peter S. Shelly and wife; Enoch P. Sloan, L. Keyon, Nathaniel Curtiss 
and family; Leonard L. Loomis and wife; James Hazzard and wife, the latter 
a daughter of Daniel Crestel; Joseph J. Thomas and wife, and daughters, Mrs. 
Leah Benton and Miss Mary Thomas; Samuel B. King and wife; Samuel Tart 
and wife and daughter, the latter afterwards the wife of Colonel Chas. H. Deane; 
Ira E. Benton and Caroline Chandler, who afterwards became his wife; Jesse Id. 
Knowlton and wife; Edward D. Shutts and wife; Father Bowen and wife; 
Father Bunn and wife and J. H. Bunn; Wm. Comegys and wife; Mother ,?dark- 
ley; Mother Slough ; Dr. Mossman; Dr. McNeal and wife ; Edgar M. Eanvard 
and wife; Mother Banvard and Mrs. Lizzie Sloan; Mrs. Louise Reed and Miss 
Maria Banvard, her daughters ; Nathan Giles ; Wm. Giles ; Columbus Dunham; 
Asahel Hale and wife, the latter of the class formed in 1832; Wm. Hale, the 
first mayor of Peoria, and his wife; Henry Story and wife, parents of Edward 
and F. M. Story of this city; Levi B. Gibson; James M. Woodbury and wife; 
Mrs. Cunningham, widow of the Rev. N. P. Cunningham, and mother of Mrs. 
Colonel J. D. McClure; Stark R. Reed and family; and Clark B. Stebbins, for 
many years a justice of the peace. 

By the conference of 1882, Rev. J. E. Keene was appointed to the First 
Methodist Episcopal church, and during his incumbency the present church edifice 
at the junction of Fulton, Franklin and Sixth avenue was built. Mr. Keene 
was quite a young man, at that time being only twenty-eight years of age. Iie 
was transferred from the church at Kewanee. When he arrived here, he found 
that the old church building had been sold, and the congregation was worshiping 
in what was known as "The Old Armory," at the east corner of Madison avenue 
and Liberty street. This latter was in fact built as a Cumberland Presbyterian 
church and known as the Glover church but not used long as such. Glover was 
the name of the pastor when it was built. 

Mr. Keene found that the lot for the new church building had been purchased, 
and that his predecessor, Rev. James T. McFarland, had memoranda of some 
persons who had promised to make subscriptions. Plans had also been prepared 
and accepted, so that he started in at once to get the subscription in more tangible 
form, and of sufficient amount, which he found to be a most arduous task. In  the 
meantime a most efficient building committee, consisting of Isaac Brown, J. H. 
Bunn, and H. C. Lines, now all passed to their reward, proceeded with the con- 
struction of the building, with James Bramble, as  contractor. But the building 
was not completed until the fall of 1884. Mr. Keene preached the first sermon 
in the unfinished building in May, 1884, but it was not dedicated, according to 
Ira E. Benton, until 1888, when Rev. Peter A. Cool, had taken charge. The 
dedication services were held October 18, 1888, the dedicatory sermon being 
delivered by Bishop Charles H. Fowler. The cost of the building including site 
was about $35,000. Several years after the building was completed finding that 
there was not enough seating capacity, it was remodeled by tearing out the end* 
walls of the wings of the transept, and extending them and putting in galleries 
over them. 

Rev. George W.  Gue was appointed in 1884 and served the church three 
years, being succeeded in 1887 by Rev. George C. Wilding, who remained one 
year. By the conference of 1888 Rev. P. A. Cool was appointed to the church, 
and reappointed for the second year, being followed in 1890 by Rev. H. D. Clark, 
who served three years. 

In the fall of 1893 T. W. McVety was appointed pastor and remained three 
years ; Rev. Nelson G. Lyons coming in 1897 and serving three years, being fol- 
lowed in 1900 by R.  E. Buckey. Since that time the pastors have been Rev. 
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R. Crewes, Rev. 0. T. Dwinell, Rev. R. A. Brown and Rev. W. E Shaw, who is 
now serving his second year. 

The church has a very fine parsonage property, locatedon Hamilton street 
betvieen Perry and Glendale avenues. The building is a substantial brick, built 
about two years ago. 

The report to the last annual conference gives a total membership in the 
church of six hundred twenty-four; in the Sunday school of forty-three officers 
and teachers and five hundred twenty-two scholars, including cradle roll and 
home department, with seventy-seven members of the Epworth League. 

h1ADISON AVENUE CHURCH 

Uy the session of the Central Illinois conference which was held in the First 
5lethodist Episcopal church in 1856, Milton L. Haney was appointed to "Peoria 
Mission." With the Sunday school which had been started in the old Sweden- 
bor-gian church on Jefferson street, where the "Annex" to the "Bailie" now stands, 
as a nucleus, Haney started in.to form and organize a church. With such object 
in view he proceeded to collect funds, and leased a lot from William E. Robin- 
son, on Alonroe street, near what was then called Eaton street, but now Bryan 
street, and in the summer of 1857 erected thereon a plain frame building. Having 
secured a building he proceeded to organize the Second Methodist church, with 
a board of trustees con~posed of Samuel Tart, William Goldsborough, Hugh B. 
bilcFal1, William Thon~pson and Nelson Green. The building was quite primitive, 
heated by stoves, and lighted at first by lardoil lamps, which were later super- 
seded by camphene bracket lamps, until one of the members, John Lane, a year 
or two later, installed lamps in which it was attempted to burn a dark, foul smell- 
ing fluid, ~vhich was the first kerosene oil introduced, and so poor was it, that 
frequently the lights lvould go out and leave the place in darkness. Rev. Daniel 
Erestel and Rev. John Eorland occasionally preached in this church. 

I This church building was removed in 1864 to a triangular lot a t  the west 
corner of Perry and Eaton streets which adjoined the hlasonic cemetery and 
again removed to a site on Jefferson street, on the north corner opposite the 
Greeley school building. From there it was transferred to Madison street, near 
the present site of the Madison avenue church and is now retained as the annex 1 to the newer building. 

'Among the well remembered earlier inembers of this church are Rev. James 
I I-Iitchcock and wife; Chas. McFall, wife and daughter; Mrs. William Hughes; 

Miss Mary I-Iughes, her daughter, now Mrs. Dr. L. B. 134artin; Mrs. Dr. J. IV. 
Martin; George C. Babcock and wife and two daughters, one of whom is now 
h4rs. Jennie E. Stouffer, the very efficient truant officer of the school board; 
Mrs. Mary E. Phenix and two daughters; Judge George B. Parker and wife; 
hilrs. Mary Stewardson ; Father and Mother Borland, the parents of James and 
Robert I3orland and Mrs. Janet Apple; Joseph Giles, wife and two daughters; 
and a little later Joseph F. Hazzard ; John Schleigh and wife ; Joshua S. Onstott ; 
Martha Stenrardson; and Stephen Martin. Nelson Green and his wife, Han- 
nah, and Mother Sturgis, who became a noted army nurse, must not be forgotten. 

Of the early pastors M. L.  Haney, who was appointed to the Peoria mission 
by the conference of 1856, was appointed to the Second church in the fall of 
1557, also serving a church in South Limestone at the same time. 

Ey the conference of 1858, R. N. Morse was appointed to this charge in 
Peoria and was succeeded by George R. Palmer in the fall of 1859. N. C. Lewis 
succeeded George R. Palmer and remained one year. By the conference of 1861 
a young man named T. MT. Stewart was assigned to this church, but remained 
but part of the year, when he raised a company and enlisted in the army, a d  
Henry Apple was secured to supply the place and reappointed by the conference 
of 1862. He was succeeded by Benjamin Applebee. I t  was Rev. Applebee, who, 
recognizing the folly of continuing to pay rent for the lot on Monroe street 
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went energetically to work, raised money and purchased a triangular lot on the 
west corner of I'erry and Eaton streets, had the church building moved onto it 
and put in repair. 

At this time the male membership of the church was greatly decimated by 
enlistments in the army and there were but few left ;  consecluently the question 
of finances for the undertaking was quite problematical; but the pastor was 
equal to the solving of it. H e  went out among the business men and solicited 
funds, even going to saloon keepers, to some of whom he said: "Here, you 
fellows are the cause of the necessity of churches to a great extent and it is no 
more than right that you should help pay the expenses; I want some of your 
money for this work," and he usually got it. Our best information is the cost 
was about $1,000. Benjamin Applebee died February 22, 1897, aged nearly 
seventy-seven years. Rev. John Chandler, one of the staunch old time ministers 
of the Methodist church, whose home was in Peoria, succeeded Applebee, 
remaining in charge two years. 

The conference of 1866 assigned Rev. P. A. Crist to this church and he was 
succeeded in the fall of 1867 by Rev. H. I. Brown, who is now and has for many 
years been a resident of this city. By the conference of 1868, no assignment was 
made to the Perry street church, as it was often called, but Hale Chapel being 
then in the course of construction, Rev. William A. Spencer was appointed to 
Hale Chapel, which was as yet not organized, with instructions to fill the pulpit 
at the Perry street church until the organization of a church at Hale Chapel. This 
he did and when later his work was transferred to Hale, a supply for the Second 
church was found by the presiding elder. 

Henry Apple was again appointed to this church by the conference of 1869. 
H e  was followed by Rev. W. E. Frazelle, for one year ; P. A. Crist again. for 
one year. The latter afterwards removed to Washington City and was con- 
nected with the agriculture and other departments of the government for a 
number of years. 13. M. Laney followed for one year; then P. A. Cool, who 
remained two years; then George F. Merideth, who remained three years. Mere- 
dith was a young man, very sensational, and drew very large congregations, but 
lasting results for good, from his pastorate, have not been very apparent. 

In 1878 Frank H. Cumming, a son of the venerable and revered Rev. Joseph 
S. Cumming, was assigned to this church and remained three years. l'ie was 
succeeded by Rev. J. A. Riason, who remained one year and in the fall of 1882 
J. TV. Frizelle, the present district superintendent of the Kankakee district, was 
appointed pastor and remained three years. About the time of the pastorate of 
W. B. Frazelle, the church building was moved from the corner of Perry and 
Eaton streets to North Jefferson street and about the time of P. A. Cool's 
pastorate the building was transferred to the present location of the Madison 
Avenue church. Captain Wm. A. Hall, became a member of the church, and 
Dr. J. H. Wilkinson took a great interest in it. They were strong financial backers. 

Succeeding Rev. J. W. Frizelle came Alexander Smith in the fall of 1885, 
remaining three years. I t  was Alexander Smith who took up the work of build- 
ing a new church and amid many discouragelnents and much adverse criticism 
pushed the project to completion, which resulted in the present building, of which 
the original, constructed under M. L. Haney in 1857, and lznown as the "churcli 
on wheels," is a part. Alexander Smith is the present district superintendent 
of Rock Jsland district. 

Following Alexander Smith came C. W. Ayling in the fall of 1888; then 
Laughlin McLean, one year; then D. S. McCown, two years; A. M. Lumkin in 
1892 for one year. In 1893, C. W. Green supplied the church three months. 
About January I, 1894, Rev. E. R. Fulkerson, a missionary, home on furlough 
from Japan, took charge of the church and remained five months. He was a 
brother of the wife of Rev. J. R. Wolf, then pastor of Hale Chapel, and it was 
through this connection that he came to Peoria. H e  returned to Japan, in the 
service of the board of foreign missions. 
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When E. R. Fulkerson departed, Rev. D. T. Black, a local preacher, a mem- 
ber of Hale Chapel, and a very successful revivalist, took charge for the remain- 
ing four months, till the meeting of the conference of 1894. By that conference, 
Rev. V. Hunter Brink was appointed to Madison avenue, and then reappointed, 
but deciding to remove from the jurisdiction of Central Illinois conference, he 
only served one half of the conference year, and was followed by Rev. Mr. R. 
jVatson, who remained till the conference of 1897, appointed Rev. J. A. Chapman 
to the charge. Chapman was a fine preacher and very popular and remained 
pastor of Madison Avenue church five years. After Chapman came Douglas for 
one year; W. J. Leach, two years ; Gilbert, two years; J. B. Rutter, one year; 
J. N. Brown, one year, and the present pastor Rev. W. D. Evans, for two years. 

In the early days, during the revival meeting it was not considered out of 
place for the worshippers to shout, if they felt like it, and sometimes quite a 
good many felt like it, and indicated it pretty loudly, so that the rough element 
nicknamed them "The Ranters," but some of this same element became convinced 
of the error of their ways and joined these same "Ranters." So strong were 
the convictions sometimes that persons now living have seen some fall upon the 
church floor as in a trance and remain so for a long time. 

The report to the last session of the Central Illinois conference shows this 
church to have a membership of two hundred fifty, with a Sunday school of 
twenty-five officers and teachers and two hundred sixty-six scholars, with an 
Epworth League of sixty members and with church property valued at $8,000. 

HALE CHAPEL 

Asahel Hale, the founder of Hale Chapel, was born in Vermont, December 
10, 1791. I-Ie and his wife, Laura, came to Peoria in 1831, and she being a Meth- 
odist, became a member of the class formed by Zadoc Hall, or Joel Arrington, 
in 1832 or 1833. while he joined the A!lethodist Episcopal church in 1840. He 
invested in a large body of land lying along the top of the bluff, practically 
extending from High street to Elizabeth street and from Elizabeth street along 
High street aad North street, as they are now, to Chambers avenue. November 
26, 1861, Asahel Hale made his will, and with a wisdom and foresight quite sur. 
prising, he provided for the erection of a Rlethodist Episcopal church, in what 
was destined in coming years to be one of the best parts of the city of Peoria, 
and upon one of the most sightly locations. Ey his will he left one half of his 
estate for such purposes, and at his death which occurred March 23, 1864, there 
was turned over to the three trustees he had selected, $11,530.54 to carry out 
his wishes in this regard. The trustees whom he had selected were TVilliam 
Giles, Ira E. Benton and Colun~bus Dunham. And here again Mr. Hale displayed 
his wisdom and sagacity, for three more upright, consc~entious and honorable 
illen could not have been cl~osen. This writer was personally acquainted with 
all of them. They were all members of the First Methodist Episcopal church, 
as was also Jesse L. Knowlton, who with Laura Hale, the wife of the testator, 
were executor and executrix, respectively. 

The moneys- left for the church were partly loaned, so that not until the 
winter of 1867-68, did the trustees of the will decide that it was time to proceed 
with the building. They then consulted with Joseph F. Hazzard, junior member 
of the building firm of James Hazzard & Son, and he having spent some time in 
the office of an architect in Brooklyn, New York, as well as being a practical 
builder, they employed him to make plans and draw up specifications for the 
proposed building. In doing this he was guided and controlled by the provisions 
of the will; for Mr. Hale had so thoroughly digested the matter that he had pro- 
vided that the building should be a plain, substantial brick structure, with a 
basement, Sunday school and classrooms, and an audience room above, also 
that the church should be provided with a belfry and bell. All of these direc- 
tions were explicitly carried out and a very neat, substantial and commodious 
building, 40 by 70 feet, erected. 
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At that time, Henry Grove, a very eccentric and atheistic lawyer, owned a I 

large tract of land directly across Main street and lived there in a one-story 
frame cottage which remained until a few years ago, when it was removed to 
make way for the two very neat brick residences now occupying the site. When 
the drawings for  the church were completed it was suggested that, as a matter of 
courtesy, they be taken and sl~own to Henry Grove, which was done. Grove 
loolced the floor plans and elevations over, and then said: "Well, boys, I've always 
been opposed to putting a church on that corner, but I guess it will be a d- 
sight better for old Grove's property than a saloon; go ahead." 

The contract for the building was let to James Hazzard & Soil in $Iay, 1868, 
for $11,500: The corner stone was laid June 22, 1868, and the building was so 
far coqlpleted that the first service was held in the basement, November 1st of 
that year. 

Some two years previous to the organization of Hale Chapel, D. B. Allen had , 
organized a Sunday school in an old shop on Elizabeth street between High and 
;\lain street, which had grown to a membership of about one hundred twenty- 
five, and this school was at once transferred to the new church, D. B. Allen, 
superintendent. 

The building was dedicated January I S ,  1869, Rev. R. M. Katfield, then of 
Chicago, preaching the dedicatory sermon. The church was organized November 
8, 1868. Aillong the first members were Daniel B. Allen and wife; Isaac Evans 
and wife; Joseph F. Hazzard and wife; Mrs. Mary E. Phenix and Laura E. 
Flienix; Rliss Mary Cooper, afterward Mrs. H. N. Frederick, Mrs. Laura Hale, 
J. G. Sansom and wife; H. M. Behyn1er.and wife, and others, of whom but 
three, Isaac Evans and J. F. Hazzard and wife now remain. 

The first board of trustees consisted of Daniel B. Allen, J. G. Sansom, R. B. 
Van Petten, Joseph F. Hazzard. Isaac Evans, Jonathan Haley, and H. M. Behy- 
mer, members of the church; and as the polity of the Methodist Episcopal church 
allowed the election of a minority of the board from non-members, Henry Grove 
and Atlgustine Greenwood were so elected. Greenwood shortly after with his 
wife, became a member of the church but Grove, while he would attend the 
official meetings and take part in the business proceedings, would never enter 
the church to attend a religious service, though his wife became a faithful and 
useful member. And withall, Grove was a very useiul member of the board of 
trustees, and a liberal contributor to the financial necessities. At the time of 
the dedication, the cost of furnishings, bell, etc., over and above the building 
contract, necessitated the raising of some money. Previous to the qommence- 
ment of the services, J. F. Hazzard was on the walk in front of the church, and 
Henry Grove coming across the street said: "See here, young fellow, how much 
money is needed to pay up?" The reply was: "About eighteen hundred dollars." 
Grove said: "Well, you tell them up there, that old Grove thinks he ought to 
pay ten per cent of that." So one hundred eighty dollars was subscribed for 
Grove and he paid it. William Reynolds and wife were also liberal donors. 

The Central Illinois conference at its session in 1868 appointed as pastor to 
Hale Chapel, William A. Spencer, a man who became very prominent in the 
church, and who would, had he lived, no doubt have been one of the bishops ere 
this. H e  was Hale Chapel's first pastor, and Hale Chapel was his first charge, 
and he remained three years, the full limit of time then permitted by the rules of 
the church. H e  became very popular and was greatly in demand for  exchanging 
with other pastors of the city. Henry Grove became fond of him personally, and 
was a liberal contributor to his support, but not through the church treasury. 
Rev. Spencer was married just as he came to take charge of the church, and 
arriving several weeks before the building was far enough along to  hold service 
in, he officiated at the Second Methodist Episcopal church, to which no pastor 
had been assigned by the conference, until Hale Chapel could be occupied. To  
Rev. and Mrs. Spencer a daughter was born while they were at the Hale Chapel, 
and was named Clarissa Hale Spencer. She is now world's general secretary of 
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1 the Young Woman's Christian Association, with headquarters in London, Eng- 
land. She, served a number of years as a missionary in Japan. 

Kev. William A. Spencer's term of service ended in the fall of 1871. I-Ie 

' 

afterwards transferred to the Rock River conference, served several churches 
in Chicago and became presiding elder of one of the districts of that conference. 
He finally removed to Philadelphia and became general secretary of the Church 
Extension Society, which position he held at the time of his death. H e  was a 
fine singer and loved to sing, "The Ninety and Nine" and "Help a Little," playing 
his own accompaniment. The latter hymn was his own composition. 

By the conference of 1871, Rev. W. C. Knapp was appointed to Hale Chapel, 
which, under the administrations of William A. Spencer, had become accounted 
as one of the best appointments in the conference. 

Quite a large number of people had come into the church, including Patrick 
Galbraith and family, A. J. White and wife, H. M. Summers, D. C. Holcomb and 
wife, Mrs. Jane Craig and her daughter, now Mrs. Eliza S. Bennett, and very 
many more, so that the churcl~ was in a prosperous condition. About the time 
the cl~urch was being completed, a bell having been purchased, many people 
living in that part of the city began to ask for a city clock in the belfry of Hale 
Chapel, and Daniel B. Allen, Patrick Galbraith and possibly another one or two 
soon raised the money and purchased and installed a Howard tower clock costing 
about $600, w l ~ i c l ~  was a landmark and convenience as long as the old building 
remained. I t  was during Knapp's pastorate that the parsonage was built. 

Henry Grove still remained on the board of trustees, and at one of the 
meetings he said, "Mr. Hale's will, which I drew up, provided that if the church 
should want the triangular lot on the south side of the church, you should have 
it for four hundred dollars. Better take it;  I will pay one hundred dollars on 
it." So the lot was purchased, and Rev. Knapp raised the means to build a six 
rooill hause, which was done while he was pastor. Later another pastor came 
with more of a family and D. C. Holcomb added another room by raising the 
south wing. Still later other additions were made until it became a nine room 
house. Rev. Knapp remained as pastor three years. H e  is still livirig and 
resides at Normal, Illinois. . 

Rev. C. C. Knowlton was assigned to Hale Chapel in 1874 and served two 
years. He was followed by C. W. Ayling, two years. R.  G. Pearce, one year. 
His health failing he was compelled to take a superannuate relation, and has 
been for a number of years custom officer at Rock Island, Illinois. William 
1IcPheeters succeeded R. G. Pearce and remained one year. 

James Haney, son of the veteran Richard Haney was appointed in 1880 and 
he n7as succeeded in the fall of 1881 by Rev. C. 0. McCulloch, who was pastor 
two years. Rev. W. F. Wilson came next and was well liked by the church 
people. Rev. M. A. Head was appoiilted in 1885 and served two years. 

For several years, a quartette, consisting of Walter L. Cleveland, Mary 
Cleveland, his sister, William J. Steube and Emma Steube, his sister, had charge 
of the singing. About three years later, IValter Cleveland and W. J. Steube and 
wife, who had been Mary Cleveland, removed to Los Angeles, California. Mrs. 
Steube died there, and Walter L, Cleveland is a very prominent and influential 
member of Boyle Heights Methodist Episcopal church, Los Angeles. 

Rev. Tullis succeeded Rev. Head and he and his wife were very popular, 
especially with the young people, a great many of the latter becoming members 
of the church during his pastorate, which lasted four years. 

John R. Wolf succeeded A. K. Tullis, and served four years and was followed 
by Rev. D. N. Stafford. Abou; a year and a half later, Stafford went to New 
Jersey and Rev. J. H. Batten from that conference took his place. He remained 
until the fall of 1899. H e  has since gained quite a reputation in the northwest 
on the lecture platform. His home now is in Grand Forks, North Dakota. His 
successor was Rev. A. Wirt Lowther, who at once took steps toward the pro- 
curement of a new church building. I t  was found that the lot to the south of 
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the church, which had been purchased and used for parsonage purposes, could 
be sold and that sufficient room for the residence building could be found on the 
church lot, west of the church building. Consequently, the old parsonage was 
moved, and entirely remodelled and the lot disposed of to Dr. J. C. Roberts, 
The remodeling of the house cost about $1,900. In  the meantime a building 
committee was selected which proceeded to secure plans for a new church build- 
ing. The contract for the erection of the same was let to Harrison Johns, of 
Ohio, in the spring of 1900, and gave satisfaction to all. The farewell service in 
the old chapel was held April I, I ~ O ,  attended by several former pastors and 
many former inembers of the church. 

HALE MEMORIAL METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCIi I 
The contractor for the erection of the -new building purchased the.old one, 

and at once commenced to wreck it. This accomplished, he immediately pro- 
ceeded with the erection of the new church building. The cornsr stone was 
laid September 20, 1900, by Bishop Ninde, assisted by Bishop Hartzell and Rev. 
'CV. A. Spencer. Mr. Johns had the building ready for the decorative work 
early in the spring of 1901. The decorating (art glass work, painting and fres- 
coing) was done by U. C. Grooms, then a member of the church. The building 
was completed and dedicated June 13, 1901, Bishop Charles H. Fowler preach- 
ing the dedicatory sermon, J. W. Powell, of Buffalo, New York, had charge of 
the finances. The amount subscribed at that time was something over $11,000. 
The total cost of church and furnishings was about $43,000. 

The pastors who have served Hale Memorial church are: A. ~ i r t  Lowther, 
till the fall of 1903 ; Rev. A. M. Stocking, fall of I903 to the fall of 1906; then 
Rev. W. B. Shoop for three years. Up until the time of Rev. Shoop's pastor3te 
the only organ in the church was a reed organ, and in the Sunday school a piano, 
the gift of Mark D. Bachelder, was in use. In the second year of Rev. Shoop's 
pastorate he got into correspondence with the secretary of Andrew Carnegie, 
which' resulted in the placing in the church of the very sweet-toned organ now in 
use, Mr. Carnegie paying one-half the net cost of the instrument, while the 
church membership paid the other half and also for the necessary changes in the 
organ loft and rostrum. The cost of the instrument was about $1,875 and the 
total cost about $2,200. 

The present pastor, Rev. Sanford P. Archer was assigned to the church by 
the conference of 1909. 

I t  was the privilege of Hale Memorial church to entertain the fifty-sixth 
session of the Central Illinois conference held September 6 to 11, 1911. The 
program and entertainment were pronounced as never excelled in the history of 
the conference. 

The body of Asahel Hale, the founder of Hale chapel and for whom Hale 
church is a memorial, lies buried in a little cemetery in Kickapoo township, just 
above Pottstown, where he and his brother had donated land and built a little 
church, when they, with George G. Greenwood, operated a mill there, which is 
still remembered as Hale's Mill. 

WESLEY CHURCH 

In the summer of 1870 Jesse L. Knowlton, a merchant, whose place of busi- 
ness was near the corner of Water and Liberty streets, opposite where the 
Chicago, Rock Island and Peoria station now stands, a member of the First 
Methodist Episcopal church, recognizing the need for a Protestant Sunday school 
in the then extreme lower end of the city, purchased two lots, numbers 11 and 
12, in block 18 of Curtenius & Griswold's iubdivision, and a t  once erected 
thereon a small building. 

The Rev. Joseph S. Cumming was appointed by the session of the Central 
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Illinois conference, in the fall of 1870, to the pastorate of the First Methodist 
Episcopal church. On the 4th day of December of that year he, accompanied 
by a number of members of the First church and some Presbyterians, among 
whom was the late William Reynolds, went to Knowlton's little church. which 
he had called Wesley A1lission, and dedicated it. The next Sunday a school was 
organized with Jesse L. Knowlton as superintendent. Rev. Cumming attended 
at three o'clock Sabbath afternoons and often preached. In 1871 he held meet- 
ings every evening for three weeks, having about twenty-five conversions. With 
these and about ten members of the First church, a society was organized which 
was the origin of Wesley church. 

The building erected by Knowlton was a low, L-shape building, built with 
the idea of accommodating a mission Sunday school. July 24, 1878, the lots 
were deeded to the First #Methodist Episcopal church by M. Griswold. I n  1883 
Rev. George J. Luckey, then presiding elder of the Peoria district, secured John 
IY. Dieffendorf, a local preacher, then living on a farm, to come to Peoria and 
undertake the task of raising the means and building a more commodious church 
building. 

Dieffendorf made a success of the church enterprise and was in charge 
a little less than three years. Succeeding Dieffendorf, the following pastors 
have served this church : David Tasker, two years ; W. P. Ferguson, one year; 
Mr. W. Carr, two years; James Johnson, about one and a half years; and G. 
M. Webber, six months as a supply. In the fall of 1893 David B. Johnson was 
assigned to this church and remained three years. H e  was succeeded by the 
late Rev. J. B. Dille for about one year; and then came G. M. Boswell, who re- 
mained two years; Rev. E. H. Alford followed and served three years; A. C. 
Kelly, one year; Alfred Dixon, three years. Rev. R. H.  Figgins two years; 
Charles Fitzhenry as a supply less than a year; Henry T. Shook two months. 
Commencing September, 1909, Isaac Woodrow, two years and he was succeeded 
by the present pastor, F. E. Ball, who also serves the Mossville church. 

The report of the conference of 1911 showed that these churches were quite 
prosperous. Membership, including thirteen probationers, two hundred sixty- 
five ; Sunday school officers and teachers, twenty-five ; scholars, three hundred 
fifty-nine; an Epworth League of fifty-six members and a Junior League of 
forty-three. Two churches were reported valued a t  $9,200 and one parsonage 
valued at $1,600, which belongs to the congregation of Wesley church. 

GRACE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

In 1896 some of the members of the Hale Memorial church who lived in 
what is now the extreme northwest corner of the city near the corner of Uni- 
versity street and Knoxville road, believing that a hfethodist church could be 
maintained in that neighborhood, being joined by a few from the First Methodist 
Episcopal church, on the evening of the I ~ t h  of December of that year, formed an 
organization by electing as trustees, Henry Apple, J. E. Sherwood, James Flan- 
agan, IV. E. Hack and A~lr. Miller, and as stewards Sisters Sherwood, Hack, 
Apple, Flanagan, Peters, Neff and Mable Nelson, and J. E. Sherwood as super- 
intendent of the Sunday school. Rev. W. F. Merrill was presiding elder and 
he secured J. F. Bliss to act as pastor. 

At the present time 0. T. Dwinell is district superintendent and Rev. Blacli- 
man, pastor. This church reported to the conference of 1911 : AiIembership, 
sixty-nine; Sunday school, teachers and officers, sixteen; scholars, one hundred 
sixty-three; church property, $3,000. 

The church is now prosperous, with everything paid up to date and money 
in the treasury and its members are contemplating improvements in the way of 
a basement and an extension of the wing to better accommodate their increasing 
Sunday school. 

a 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY I 
FIRST GERMAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH I 

O n  August 19, 1843, Daniel Brestel resigned his membership on the official 
board of the First Methodist Episcopal church to accept the appointment as 
preacher to the German people, principally in Tazewell county, a German mission 
having been formed. The assignment was probably made by the conferellce 
of 1843, the session of which was then at hand. He probably preached the first 
sermons in the German language in Peoria and Tazewell counties. 

In Septen~ber, 1851, several German Methodist families moving from Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, to Peoria, resulted in the establishment of a German Methodist 
Episcopal church here, H .  F. Koeneke being pastor. Especially active in this 
direction were the Oechsle, Venneman and Buehner families, all of whom the 
present writer remembers well. The initial meetings were held in a schoolhouse 
on the west side of Monson street, just south of Fifth (the Hinman schoolhouse, 
where Bob Burdette was a scholar). A German Methodist Episcopal Sunday 
school was organized here, and as a result of this, and preaching services, Casper 
Westemeyer, Herman Albrecht, H .  Ludwig and others were brought under the 
influence of the gospel, and became pillars in the church. After little more than 
two years 9f successful labor the first church building was erected at the corner 
of Fifth and Monson streets, which was con~pleted in 1854, Frederich Fiegen- 
I~auin and F. M. WinkIer being each a part of the time pastor. The dedicatory 
sermon was delivered by Rev. G. L. Mulfinger. The site is now occupied by 
the African Methodist Episcopal church. Several years later, during the pas- 
torate of William Zuppan, this first church was sold and the congregation leased, 
temporarily, the Cumberland Presbyterian church building, located at the east 
corner of lMadison and Liberty streets. Here the centennial jubilee of h'lethodisin 
was celebrated in 1866. A short time later the congregation purchased a lot 
at the corner of South Adams and Chestilut streets for $3,500, and erected 
thereon a two-story frame church building, a t  a cost of $7,000, under the pastor- 
ate of Rev. C. Schneider. This building is still standing, being used at present 
by the Salvation Army, and formerly by a German singing society. A stirring 
revival toolc place in this church, during the pastorate of Rev. M. Roeder. Under 
Rev. Chas. Eeclcer a mission chapel was built on the triangular plot at the head 
of Cedar street near the Webster school, where Sunday school and preaching 
were held. for a number of years ; the property then being sold, and the proceeds 
applied on a new h4ission church on the corner of Sanger street and Oakland 
avenue, where is now an active congregation. The old mission church at the 
head of Cedar street was transformed into a dwelling which still stands in the 
same location. 

Uuring the pastorate of Rev. \V. I-I. Traeger, another notable revival oc- 
curred in the Chestnut street church. A frame parsonage, fronting on Adams 
street, and costing $1,700, was erected on the church property during his tern1 
of service, The congregation having outgrown the capacity of this building, 
plans were made for obtaining larger quarters in a more suitable location and, 
in the following pastorate of Rev. E. E. Hertzler, the property corner of Fifth 
and Sanford streets was purchased and the present church edifice erected. repre- 
senting an outlay of $zo,ooo. Previous to this mission, Sunday schools were 
conducted for a time, one in the north end of the city by Herman Albrecht, and 
another in the lower end, on Garden street, by Brethren George E. Green and 
Jacob IIoi'fmann. 

During the pastorate of Rev. C. A. C. Achard, a sweeping revival took place, 
conducted by Evangelist Hilmer. 

In May, 1903, the fiftieth anniversary of the church was celebrated with an 
appropriate series of meetings, concluding wit11 the dual celebration of the two- 
huntlredth anniversary of the birth of John Wesley and the semi-centennial 
of the founding of the congregation, by a union service in the First Methodist 
Episcopal church, corner Sixth and Ff-anklin streets, on Sunday evening, &fay 
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10, 1903, which was addressed (in English) by Dr. George B: Addicks (now 
deceased), then president of Central Wesleyan College, W'arrenton, Missouri, 
his theme being "John Wesley and his times." 

The following pastors have served this church : 
Henry F. Koeneke, 1851 to 1852 ; Christian Koeller, 1852 to 1853; Friederich 

Fiegenbaum, 1853 to 1854; F. M. Winkler, 1854 to 1855; R. Fickenscher, asst., 
1855 to 1856; Christian Holl, 1856 to 1857; H. F. Koeneke, 1857 to 1858; John 
~ a a ' s ,  1858 to 1859 ; Jacob Young,. 1859 to 1861 ; A. F. Korfhage, 1861 to 1862 ; 
Chas. Holtkamp, 1862 to 1865; Wilhelm Zuppan, 1865 to 1866; Karl Schneider, 
1866 to 1868; Heinrick Thomas, 1868 to 1871 ; Heinrick Lahrmann, 1871 to 1872; 
Julius Franz, 1872 to 1874; Gerhard Tinken, 1874 to 1877; Michael Roeder, 
1877 to 1880; Phillipp Kuhl, ISSO to 1881; Chas. G. Becker, 1881 to 1884; 
William H. Traeger, 1884 to 1887 ; E. E. Hertzler, 1887 to 1891 ; C. A. C. Achard, 
1891 to 1894 ; Wilhelm Ralcke, 1894 to 1897 ; J. L, J, Barth, 1897 to 1900 ; William 
H. Schwiering, 1900 to 1904; E. C. Margaret, 1904 to 1909; William H. Schwier- 
iag, 1909 to 1910; E. H. Muelder, 1910 and the present pastor. 

Church membership about one hundred sixty; Sunday school, fifteen officers 
and teachers, and one hundred twenty scholars. This church owns a parsonage 
property adjoining the church, valued at about $4,000. 

The German churches are not connected with the Central Illinois conference, 
but are under the jurisdiction of the St. Louis conference of the German Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. 

The mission church heretofore referred to a t  the corner of Sanger street 
and Oakland avenue is known as the Sanger Street German Methodist Episcopal 
church. The organization dates from February 3, 1889. The church edifice is 
a very neat, tasty, little building and there also is a very comfortable parsonage 
on the same lot, the wl~ole being worth, probably $8,000 to $~o,ooo. 

The pastors have been: G. Schuch, C. W. Hertzler, L. Hermann Kosiski, G. 
L. Zocher, Karl Buch and H. Schlueter, the present pastor. This pastor also 
serves a mission church in Jubilee. 

T H E  AFRICAN METEIODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH-WARD CHAPEL 

Thus church was organ?zed in the year 1846 by Rev. Philip Ward, of Bloon1- 
ington, with ten members. William Gray (commonly known as "Uncle Billy"), 
was local preacher, class leader, steward and a great deal of the time janitor, all 
in one. "Uncle Billy" was a good man, and quite a gentleman. H e  was also 
very industrious. At first these people, like others of their day, held their 
meetings in the homes of the members and friends; then they rented a small 
schoolhouse on Walnut street below Adams, where their meetings were held 
until 1848, when they transferred to the schoolhouse on Monson street between 
Fourth and Fifth streets, known as the Hinman school. .This school was on the 
site now occupied by the Heneberry Apartment building. 

In 1850 they were compelled to find new quarters, and for some time again 
held their meetings at the homes of their members. About this time a circuit 
was organized, con~posed of the churches of Peoria. Bloon~ington and Galesburg. 
with Rev. William Brooks as pastor, William Gray still being local preacher and 
class leader. 

In 1853, Rev. William J. Davis was appointed to this charge and proved to be 
quite an energetic and acceptable pastor; a small frame church on Chestnut 
street, above Adams, was bought, and answered their purposes until 1866, when 
they purchased the little brick, at the corner of Fifth and Monson streets, from 
the German -Methodists. 

In the early days of their existence, it sometimes happened that these people 
could not at all times secure the services of a preacher of their own people, 
and under such circun~stances, Daniel Brestel, the carpenter-preacher of the 
First Methodist Episcopal church, would frequently preach to them. 
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In the fall of 1880, 1Villian1 A. Huston and his wife Mary, n1eml)ers of the 
Free Rlethotlist church of Paxton, Illinois, removed to Peoria, at which time 
there was no organization of that church here, and they were the only memhers. , 
They conlmenced holding neighborl~ood prayer meetings in the home of the 
people and seeing good results, and securing a number of conversions, they 1 

were encouraged to send for Rev. William Manley, chairman of the Galva dis- 
trict of the Illinois conference of their church, who came in the month of 
December, 1881, and held a ten days' revival meeting, which resulted in the 
organization of the Peoria society in the building known as the Olivet Mission, 
on Walnut street, between Mrasl~ington and Adams street, which had formerly 
been Calvary Presbyterian mission, and at which place the late William Reynolds 
had for many years conducted a Sunday school. The society was organized 
December 29, 1881, with the following six charter members: LVm. A. Huston, 
Mary E. I-Iuston, Jonathan Haley, Belle Orr,  Eliza Ward and Cynthia Morris. 

In 1882, Revs. \V. G. I-Ianmer, William Kelsey and P. C. Hanna, held a 
series of revival meetings in the BIission building on IValnut street, which re- 
sulted in an addition of fifty n~einbers. William A. Huston was the first class 
leader, and has served continuously in that capacity to the present date,-a period 
of more than thirty years. 

Rev. Manley, who organized the church, has passed away. lhTilliam Kelsey 
is now pastor of the Englewood Episcopal lMethodist church, Chicago, and P. C. 
Hanna is the United States minister plenipotentiary to the Republic of Mexico. 

The organizatio:l of the Free Methodist church is very similar to the organiza- 
tion of the R;Iethodist Episcopal church, including the itineracy; conse~uently, 
pastoral changes are frequent. 

The following pastors have served this church: Rev. J. D. RiIarsl~, 1882-84; 
G. W. Whittington, 1884-85; F. A. Arnold, 1885-86; James Sprague, 1886-87; 
J. T.  Taylor ancl John Harvey, 1887-89; J. D. Marsh, 1889-92; D. M. Smahey, 
1892-93; J. T .  Taylor, 1893-95; E. D. Fay, 1895-98; PV. H. Winter and Lizzie 
Igaist, 1898-1901 ; Henry Lenz, 1901-03 ; W. C. Willing, 1903-06 ; John Harvey, 
1906-07 ; W. J. Cone, 1907-08 ; R. G. Wilkin, 1908-10 ; H. J. McKinnell, present 
pastor since 1910. 

The society worshiped in the building on Walnut street ten years. The 
church building on the corner of South Underhill and IVindom streets, West' 
Bluff, was built during the second pastorate of Rev. J. D. Marsh and was dedi- 
cated by General Superintendent (Bishop) B. T. Robberts, December 6, 1891. 
The parsonage on Windom street was built during the pastorate of Rev. B. D. 
Fay in 1897. The society has a mission church at the corner of Broadway and 
rc'ebrasl~a streets, built by illenlbers of the parent society. A district parsonage 
has recently been built on Underhill street, under the charge of District Elder 

This congregation purchased the little brick churcl~ on Fifth and 14onson 
streets for $2,600. In  1889 the old building was torn down and a more modern 
and con~n~odious building erected. The building is still in use by them. The 
follo~vitlg pastors have served them. ' In  1856, Rev. A. T. Hall; 1857, Rev. J, 
Jlitchem; 1858, Rev. William J. Done; Rev. Mitchem reappointed for 1859. 
In 1866, when the little church was purchased from the German Methodists Rev. 
Myers was pastor. The following are without dates: A. T. Hall, Nathan Rlitchem, 
J. perkins, James Semis, J. M. Perkins, H. Brown, 14.  M. Becl<ley, George H. 
 and, A. \V. White, J. W.  Daneson, Henry Simmons, T. A. Clark, A. J. Mc- 
Cracken, Jesse Woods, E. M. Lewis, J. W.  Wilkerson, Charles Sheen, S. J. 
Johnson, S. A. Hardison and H. W. Jamieson the immediate predecessor of the 
present pastor Rev. J. T. Morrow. 

Number of members, one hundred thirty-four. Sunday school officers, seven; 
teachers seven and scholars one hundred twelve. 

TIIE FREE METIIODIST C I I U R C I I  

I 
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E CI-IILLICOTEIE METHODIST EPISCOPAL C H U R C H  

E. G. Cryer. The number of members at the present time, February, 1912, is 
forty-six. The Sabbath school at Underhill and Windom streets numbers thirty, 
~ h i l e  the school a t  Broadway and Nebraska streets numbers eighty. This so- 
ciety is also conducting a Sabbath school at 2021 South Washington street, ' which has a membership of forty. 

They have an active Women's Foreign Missionary society, which raised and 

y 
Some of the records of this church having been destroyed it is not possible 

to ascertain to a certainty the earliest date at which Methodist ministers preached 
' 

at Chillicothe, but September 29, 1851, John Chandler was appointed presiding 
elder and R. H. Moffitt pastor of the circuit to which Chillicothe was attached 
and it is said there was then quite a flourishing class, and that the church organ- 
ization was formed about 1850 with about twenty members. Services were at 
first held in a scl~oolhouse. I11 1852 the congregation purchased a lot on the 
corner of Eeech and Fourth streets upon wl~ ic l~  a parsonage was at once erected. 
Later they erected a church, whic11 was dedicated December 28, 1856, Rev. 
AIilton I,. I-Ianey preaching the dedicatory sermon. The parsonage continued 
to be used in its original form until 1892, when it was remodeled. The first 
church building continued in use until 1898, when during the pastorate of Rev. 

1 D. E. Jol~nson, the present church was built 011 the corner of Chestnut and Sixth 
streets, at a cost of about $8,000 and at the time of building, was the largest 
and finest church in the city. 

While it is uncertain as to just when the earliest services were held, and 
consequently the names of pastors prior to September, 1851, cannot be ascer- 
tained, since that time the following have served in that capacity: R. H. Moffitt, 
William Atchison, I. E. Craig, James Cowden, A. J. Jones, J. S. IIillsap, D. S. 
Main, S. I,. Hamilton, Eenjan~in Applebee, J. A. IVindsor, J. C. Price, W. B. 
Frazelle, M. H. Shepherd, G. I. Bailey, J. H. Sanders, H. I. Brown, J. A. 
tvindsor, Thos. Chipperfield, E. N. Bentley, G. ;\I. IVebber, R. W. Ames, IVm. 
Crapp, A. R. Jones, A. 34. Lumkin, 0. 14 .  Dunlevy, B. E. Kaufman, D. B. 
Johnson, T. A. Beal, John Rogers, B. I;. Eckly and the present pastor W. D. 
Benjamin, who is now, January, 1912, serving his second year. 

The church is in a prosperous condition, the number of members reported 
to the conference of 1911 being one hundred eighty-five; Sunday school officers 
and teachers sixteen and scholars, two hundred seventy-eight, with an Epworth 
League of fifty members, and a Junior League of fifty members. 

I n  connection with the Cl~illicothe cl~urch and served by the same pastor is the 
\ 

I 

1 I-1.4LLOCK TOWNSHIP,  BLUE RIDGE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

paid for foreign missions last year $156. 

This is probably the most peculiar church in the Central Illinois conference. 
To the conference session of 1911, it was reported as having eight members 
with a Sunday school consisting of ten officers and teachers and forty scholars. 
Nevertheless, it is an old organization which has been maintained for more than 
seventy years. In 1841, a schoolhouse was built in the north part of Hallock 
township, a short distance southeast of Lawn Ridge, and a revival service was 
held in it, which resulted in forming a Methodist class, and Blue Ridge has been 
an appointment in the conference ever since. 

On April 14, 1849, John Ferguson, Isaiah Nurse, Jacob Booth, George Nurse 
and William R. Will were elected trustees and empowered to secure funds and 
build a church. They secured in cash and labor $787.80 and the church was 
enclosed and used for worship, but was not completed and dedicated until 1856, 
when it was dedicated by John Chandler, P. E. This structure served the people 
more than forty years when on February 22, 1898, a farewell service was held 
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and the time worn and weather beaten old building was torn down. A new 
structure was built by the combined energy of Rev. D. C. Martin and the loyal 
people and was dedicated September 4th) 1898, by F. W.  Merrill, P. E., now of I 
the Rock River conference. John Chandler was the first preacher and W. Dm ' 
Benjamin the present pastor. 

In the summer of 1856, a church was built on the land of David Shane, Sr., 
about three miles south of Lawn Ridge, and was dedicated under the name of 
Mount Hedding Methodist Episcopal church, by Rev. Henry Summers. The 
principal movers in this project were, David Sllane, Sr., Isaac Weidman, and 
John Ferguson. Some years later it was decided to move the building to Lawn 1 
Ridge, which was done in the spring of 1871, and it was re-dedicated July 2nd 3 l  

of that year, and was afterward known as the Lawn Ridge Methodist church. 1 
For some reason this church seems to have ceased to exist, as no mention is now 
made of it in the conference minutes. 

NORTHARSPTON METHODIST EPISCOPAL C H U R C H  I 
This church is in Hallock township a t  the village of Northampton a few 

miles west of north from the city of Chillicothe. A Methodist class was organ- ? 

ized here in 1851 and services held in a schoolhouse until 1871, when a church 
was built. The circuit relations of the church were changed quite often and no 
records are available. 

Services are not now held in the church building, which is controlled by the 
rrustees of Chillicothe church, and the people probably worship with the mem- 1 
bers of that church. i 

PRINCEVILLE T O W N S H I P  I 
PRINCEVILLE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH C 

From the days of the early '30s Princeville had the preaching of the circuit 
riders. In  those days, known as Prince's Grove, it was on the Peoria circuit, 
which extended to Lafayette, Princeton, and near to La Salle and back to  Peoria. 

Stephen R. Beggs states that the first preaching service was in 1833 by T. 
Hall. However, there must be an error in the name and it must have been 
Zadoc Hall who was on the Peoria circuit at that time. However there was no 
class formed at that time. 

On the 2d of April, 1838, Rev. John Hill came from the state of New York 
to Illinois and arrived at Princeville. At the time of his arrival he found but one 
hlethodist sister in the neighborhood. H e  found here a great opening for minis- 
terial work and commenced work in good earnest and preaching in the neigh- 
borhood, he soon formed a class of nine persons. 

I n  1841, William Pitner was appointed to Peoria circuit and held a camp 
meeting at Princeville. At the first the circuit riders preached in Aunt Jane 
Morrow's fine log cabin, on the northwest quarter of section 30, of Akron town- 
ship ; then in the old log schoolhouse; then in the stone schoolhouse. In March, 
1842, at a two days' meeting in the house of Ebenezer Russell, a boy a little less 
than ten years old was converted. That boy matured into the grand old minister 
Joseph S. Cumming, now, January, 1912, pastor of the Second Methodist Epis- 
copal church, Moline, Illinois, at the age of about eighty-one. 

The first Methodist church building was commenced in 1853 and completed 
the following year on lots I and 2 block 16 and was later sold to the Seventh 
Day Adventists. The next church was built in 1867 on lots 7 and 8, block 24 
(Edward Anten's Academy building) and used until the erection of the edifice 
corner of South and Clark streets in 1889. 

The preachers, many of whom were circuit riders, have been 2. Hall, J. Hill, 
Pitner, Whitman, William C. Cummitlg, Beggs, Chandler, B. C. Swartz, T. F. 
Royal, J. W .  Stogdill, John Luccock, U. J. Giddings, J. B. Craig, H. N. Gregg, 
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C. B. Couch, P. T. Rhodes, J. B. Mills, J. S. Millsap, Ahab Keller, W. J. Beck, 
G. W. Brown, S. B. Smith, John Cavett, M. Spurlock, G. W. Havermale, E. 
Wasmuth, J. Collins, W. B. Carithers, W. D. H. Young, Stephen Brink, J. S. 
Millsap, M. V. B. White, H. M. Laney, F. W. Merrill, Alexander Smith, R. 
B. Seaman, J. D. Smith, J. E. Conner, J. Rogers, R. L. Vivian, L. F. Cullom, 
N. J. Brown, T. A. Beal and the present pastor J. W. Pruen. Princeville was 
made a station in 1889. 

The membership of the church September  st, 1911, was two hundred eleven; 
of Sunday school, eighteen officers and teachers, and one hundred thirty-five 
scholars ; Epworth League, thirty. 

BRLMFIELD T O W N S H I P  
BRIM FIELD METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

On November  st, 1836, Rev. Zadoc I-Iall organized the first Methodist class 
in the village of Erimfield. The members of the first class were: L. L. Guyer, 
who remained a member of the church continuously until his death a few years 
ago, Isaac Harrison, Francis J. Hoyt, Ephraim Hoyt, Benjamin F. Berry and 
Polly W. Berry, Sarah Harrison, David Stansberry, Susanah Stansberry and 
Susan Stansberry, Martha Johnston, Margaret Johnston, Catherine Johnston, 
Jacob Snider, Catherine Snider, Samuel Snider, Eliza Martin and Susan Wills. 
Samuel Snider was chosen class leader. 

At this time the circuit was called Kickapoo Mission with twenty-eight 
preaching points, and embracing the entire northern part of the state requiring 
three hundred miles' travel to get over it, which traveling was usually done on 

. horseback. In  consequence, Rev. Hall reached this place once in four weeks. 
In the year 1848, a new church building was commenced and the corner 

stone was laid in August of that year, the Rev. A. E. Phelps officiating. The 
following year the building was con~pleted and paid for. This building was of 
brick, 28 by 44 feet in size, well finished and seated, being a very great improve- 
ment over the log cabins and barns which had previously served the people as 
places of worship. 

In the year 1876 an addition of bricli was built, new pews and furniture pro- 
cured, and the church carpeted, at an outlay of about $2,200. Thus improved 
and enlarged, the building satisfied the needs of the church until the year 1910, 
when it was torn down and a new and modern church edifice erected, with mod- 
ern conveniences, and carpeted throughout, at a cost of $7,000. Within the 
year ending September, 1911, $1,417 had been expended in betterments and im- 
provements, so that with the lot the church property was valued a t  $IO,SOO, while 
the congregation also own a parsonage valued a t  $3,500. 

Owing to the loss of certain records, it is not possible to give fully and cor- 
rectly the successiotl of preachers, but commencing wit11 the fall of 1857 the fol- 
lowing is practically correct, the dates being from conference session to  con- 
ference session. 

J. S. Millsap, 1857-j8 ; John L U C C O C ~ ,  1859-61 ; S. G. J. Worthington, 1862-65 ; 
Peter Warner, 1865-68; A. Bower, 1868-70; 1870-74, no record; Rev. F. Smith, 
1874-77; William E. Stevens, 1877-78; T. J. Wood, 1878-79; W. K. Collins, 
1879-81 ; Stephen Brink, 1881-83; James Ferguson, 1883-86; G. W. Arnold, 
1886-88; D. S.  McCown, 1888-90; 14'. J. Minium, 1890-92; C. L. Davenport, 
1893-95; W. H. Clark, part of 1895; John W. Denning, 1895-98; J. E. Mercer, 
1898-1903; G. F. Snedaker, 1903-05; M. P.  Lackland, 1905-og; R. W. Ames, 
1909-10; and E. J. Sellard, present pastor from 1910. 

This church was made a separate station at the session of the Central IlIinois 
conference held in Peoria, September, 191 I. 

Membership, two hundred ; Sunday school officers and teachers, twenty-eight ; 
scholars, t1vo hundred twenty-four; members of Epworth League, seventy-four. 
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ELMWOOD TOWNSHIP 

ELMWOOD METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

1 
I 

Like almost every other Methodist church, in early days, this church began 
with a class, organized some time prior to the year 1850, in the home of Absalom 
Kent, who then lived a short distance to the southwest of the present location of 
Elmwood near a grove known as Harkness' Grove. In  this vicinity most of the 
early comers had settled and here were located the homes, and probably a shop 
and store. 

Of the first members of the first Methodist class, there is record of Absalom 
Kent and wife, Abner Smith and wife, Eliza Smith, David Morey and wife, 
John Jordan and wife, and Rufus Kent and wife. This preaching point seems 
to have been at first designated as Kent, and was connected with the Canton 
circuit. Later it was in the Farmington circuit. At first, the people here, as 
elsewhere, worshiped in private homes; afterwards in an upper room over Mr. 
Snyder's store. David Morey was the first class leader. 

In September, 1854, such an adjustment was made of circuits as to form the 
Elmwood circuit, with Jervis G. Evans assigned as preacher in charge, the 
preaching place having been removed, the previous spring to the village of Elm- 
wood, then consisting of but few houses. The circuit at that time had the fol- 

i 
lowing points, or preaching places: Elmwood, Gould's about where Yates City 
now is, Remington's school house, near Maquon, the Stone house, near Spoon 
river, north of Elmwood and French creek. Rev. Jervis G. Evans was later, for 
some years, president of Hedding College. ! 

In the spring of 1855 the congregation began the erection of a church building ' 

on Silock street which was completed and dedicated in the fall of the same year 
by Rev. Silas Bolles, of Chicago, who had recently been for two years, pastor 
of the First church in Peoria. 

This first church building served the people until 1893 when a new building 
was erected on Main street at a cost of $10,000. 

The first distinctively Methodist Sunday school was organized in the first 
church building'sl~ortly after its erection, with Francis Minor as its first super- 
intendent. 

The pastors who served Elmwood circuit were: J. G. Evans, 1854; A, Magee, 
1856 ; A. Magee and George R. Palmer, 1857 ; Milton L. Haney and J. W. Stewart, 
1858; hf. L. Haney and P. Spurloclc, 1860; B. C. Swartz and George W. Gue, 
1861 ; A. Magee and C. B. Couch, 1862; William Watson, 1863. In 1865 Yates 
City was joined with Elmwood with J. H .  Sanders as pastor. Martin D. Heckard 
was appointed in 1866; T. C. Workman, 1868; T. E. Webb, 1869 ; W. B. Frazelle, 
1871, T.  S. Falltner, 1873 ; James Ferguson, 1876 ; J. T. McFarland, 1879 ; R. B. 
Williams, 1880; E. P. Hall, 1882; R. R. Pierce, 1883; W. B. Alexander, 1884; 
J. Mr. Denning, 1885; H. K. Metcalf, 1888; 0. T .  Dwinell, 1893; M. A. Head, 
1898; J. A. Riason, 1899; J. S. Cumming, 1900; N. J. Brown, 1903; J. B. Bartle, 
1906, and A. E. Ioder the present pastor in 1910. This church has been served 
by some of the best preachers in the conference. 

Rev. J. B. Dille, for many years an honored member of Central Illinois con- 
ference, passed away at his home in Elmwood, November 30, 1911. 

Rev. H. K. Metcalf was pastor when the church was built and under the 
pastorate of 0. T. Dwinell the following year a new parsonage was built. 

Membership total, one hundred ninety-six ; Sunday school officers and teach- 
ers, twenty-one ; and scholars, two hundred forty-nine ; Epworth League, forty ; 
Junior League, fifty members. 
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. . TRIVOLI T O W N S H I P  
TRIVOLI METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Trivoli work is known as Trivoli circuit, Wrigley Chapel and Graham 
Chapel, both in Rosefield township being connected with the Trivoli church and 
served by the same pastor. 

In 1838, in a newly built schoolhouse, a ,Methodist class was organized. The 
first church was built in 1851. The first pastor was a Rev. Mr. Emery. The 
pastors of which there is any record, following the first were Revs. Smith, 
Milton L. Haney, Richard Haney in 1860, H. I. Erown in 1863. Rev. R. H. 
Figgills is the present pastor. 

The membership on the circuit is given as one hundred sixty-one; Sunday 
school officers and teachers, forty; and scholars, one hundred fifty; with one 
Eptvorth League with forty-two members. There are three churches and one 
parsonage. A new church was built in Trivoli in 1910, at a cost of $10,000. 

There is another RiIethodist Episcopal church in Trivoli township located on 
the northeast quarter of section 30. I t  is known as the Concord church, and is 
on a circuit with two churches in Fulton county. I t  has a small membership, 
and maintains a Sunday school. The circuit is a t  present served by Ernest 
Shult as a supply. 

I N  ROSEFIELD TOWNSHIP, ON TEXAS PRAIRIE; WRIGLEY CHAPEL 

was organized in 1854 with a membership of ten. Joseph Dunn was class leader. 
Robert Wrigley and Henry Robins were first trustees and Rev. J. M. Snyder 
first pastor. They worshipped in a scl~oolhouse until 1860, when they built a 
frame house of worship at a cost of about $1,600. One of the early preachers 
was Rev. Mr. Wyckoff, father of Professor Wyckoff, now of Bradley institute. 

GRAHAM CHAPEL 

was organized in 1860. Rev. Richard Haney was the first circuit preacher to 
serve this church. Statistics of membership and Sunday schools are included 
with Trivoli church. Rev. R. H. Figgins is the present pastor. 

A Methodist church which has been known as the Rosefield church was 
organized about the year 1844, with twelve members, located about three miles 
north of Hanna City. The first house of worship was built in 1844 but in 1874 
it was abandoned and a new church erected across the road at a cost of $1,650. 
This church is now familiarly known as the Cottonwood church. In  its church- 
yard many of the early settlers are buried. Among these are Thomas Edwards 
and wife, Dr. J. H. Ib'ilkinson and wife, Ed Edwards and wife, David Harper 
and wife and Sylvester Edwards and wife. 

Another church of the denomination was organized in 1837 and erected a 
building known as the Combs meeting house on section 14, which appears to 
have been the first church organized in the township. I t  has long since been 
abandoned. 

OAK HILL 

This society was organized in 1845. The congregation held their meetings 
in a schoolhouse until 1858, when they erected a church building, the congrega- 
tion then numbering sixty. The building cost about $1,200. 

Oak Hill and Cottonwood churches are now in Kickapoo circuit, and with 
the other churches are being served by F. W. Appleby as a supply. 

About 1865 a camp ground comprising a beautiful grove, with good spring 
water, and but a short distance northeast of the village, was purchased and since 
then a camp meeting has been held here each summer, where thousands of people 
have gathered for religious services and a week of relief from business cares. 



196 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

KICKAPOO TOWNSHIP 
KICKAPOO METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

I 
The first services by a Methodist minister were conducted by Rev. Whitman 

about the year 1843, in the house of William Young. A church organization must 
have been formed shortly after. 

This charge has always been in connection with a circuit, and Rev. U. J. 
Giddings was the circuit rider in 1851 and 1852. At that time there was quite a 
large membership, and they soon began the erection of a church edifice which 
was completed in 1855 under the pastorate of Rev. P. T. Rhodes. The church 
cost $1,662. A parsonage was built about the same time and both have been in 
use ever since. 

I 
The pastors on Kickapoo circuit have been: Rev. U. J. Giddings, 1851 to 

1852 ; John Luccock, 1852-53; C. B. Couch, 1853-54; P. T. Rhodes, 1854-56; J. 
B. Mills, 1856-58; G. R. Palmer, 1858-59; Robert Cowan, 1859-61 ; Ahab Keller, 
1861-64; John Cavett, 1864-66; S. S. Gruber, 1866-69; D. M. Hill, 1869-70; J. H. 
Scott, 1870-72; T. F. Sanders, 1872-74; Amos Morey, 1874-75; T. J. Wood, 
1875-77 ; H. Stahl, 1877-78; C. W. Green, 1878-80; J. A. Riason, 1880-81 ; D. S. 
Main, 1881-82; G. M. Webber, 1882-85 ; J .  Jones and William Rowcliff, 1885-86; 
J. L. Reid, 1886-87; A. P. Rolen, 1887-89; A. Smith, 1889-90; J. W. Moles, 1890- 
93;  J. C. Zeller, 1893-95; J. Ferguson, 1895-96; B. Rist, H. M. McCoy and H. 
Manship, 1896-97, each serving part of the time; E. 0. Johnson, 1897-98; John 
Gimson, 1898-99; J. H. Wood and L. J. Blough, 1899-1901 ; J. D. Johnson, 1901- 
02; George Browne, 1902-03; H. 1 .  Blout, 1903-05; C. W. Green, 1905-06; 1 
Thomas Bartram, 1906-07; H. T. Russell, 1907-08; bV. B. Carr, 1908-09; L. J. 
Blough, 1909-10 ; C. E. Dunlevy, 1910-1 I ; and F. W. Appleby, 191 1-12. Several 
of these serving in later years have been students. 

The latest statistics give the number of members on the circuit at fifty-five; 
Sunday school officers and teachers twenty ; and scholars one hundred and thirty- 
three, with three churches valued at $4,000 and one parsonage valued at $2,000. 

The church at Edwards on this circuit has had an organization for many 
years, but had no church building until recently. The services were held at what- , 
soever convenient place might be had, with sometimes the circuit preacher to 
minister to them, and sometimes a local preacher. W e  are informed that Daniel 
Taylor, is, or has been a local preacher and superintendent of the Sunday school, 
and that he has been an active and efficient worker for a long time. Unfortunately 
the old records of the church were burned, and we are unable to learn the date 
of the first organization or the names of the first pastor, or of members of the 
first official board, except that James Greenough was one member of it. In  the 
year 1866, Jaines Greenough and his daughter [Mary J. Greenough, with a few 
others, were seeking better things, and better conditions for themselves and 
neighbors, and organized a Sunday school in the schoolhouse, with E. Y. Forney 
as  superintendent. Mr. Greenough was a quiet, unobtrusive man, but it was 
very largely through his efforts that the Methodist church was organized at 
Edwards. This charge has been and is connected with the Kickapoo circuit. 

The late Dr. J. H. Wilkinson had land at Edwards, and after his death and 
that of his wife, a part of the land fell to Sylvester Edwards, and we are in- 
formed that he donated to the church a t  Edwards an acre of land upon which 
they erected a building in 1905, at a cost of about $1,500, with a seating capacity 
of two hundred fifty. The present membership is twelve ; membership of Sunday 
school, eighty-five. The pastor is F. W. Appleby. 

JUBILEE TOWNSHIP 

The only Methodist church in this township, is the German Methodist Epis- 
copal Mission church. This church was organized in the year 1870. I t  is located 
in the village of Jubilee. I t  has always been a Mission church, and served by the 

1 
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I pastors in charge of the Sanger Saint Mission in Peoria. The first pastor was 
Henry Thomas with Phillip Gruenewald as assistant. Succeeding the first two, 

, the following pastors have served this church: G. Timken, M. Roeder, J. Lem- 
kan, J. C. Rapp, Henry Balcke, C. H. Becker, E. S. Havighorst, G. Schuh, C. W. 
Hartzler, L. Harmel, J. Gisler, H. J. Petersen, L. E Kettlekamp, Herman Kasiski, 
G. L. Zocher, Karl Buch and H. Schlueter. 

1 LOGAN TOWNSHIP 

! H A N N A  CITY RIETEIODIST EPISCOPAL CHVRCH 

This church was organized in 1880 with seven members, the first pastor being 
Rev. Humphreys. The first church building was erected at Smithville in 1554, 
but in 1888 the location was removed to Hanna City, where a new church build- 
ing was erected at a cost of $2,000 and a parsonage costing $1,200. 

The pastors since 1886 have been J. A. Windsor, H. Coolidge, Wm. Crapp, 
Daniel Cool, P. S. Garretson, J. N. Fawcett, J. W. Moles, H.  C. Birch, Hugh C. 
Gibson, A. C. Kelley, Charles Fitzhenry, B. R. Nesbit, George Shepherd, W. R. 
Warner and R. W. Stocking, the present pastor. 

There is another rPI1ethodist Episcopal church in Logan township known as 
Pleasant Grove church, located two miles southwest of the village of Eden. This 
church was organized about 1840, with eighteen members. The first pastor was 
William Pitner. The members first worshipped in the homes and cabins, and 
then in a schoolhouse in the vicinity. In the year 1848, the first church was 
built, which was used until 1869, when a more comfortable and commodious 
building was erected. 

Limestone church is also on the same circuit. The statistics given in the 
minutes of the conference of 1911 show one hundred sixty-eight members includ- 
ing twelve probationers; thirty Sunday school officers and teachers and one hun- 
dred fifty scholars ; one Epworth League with twelve members. The circuit has 
three churches valued at $5,300 and one parsonage, value $1,500. 

LIMESTONE TOWNSHIP 
LIMESTONE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

was organized in 1849 with twenty-seven members. The first church building 
was located on section 4 on the Farmington road, and was built in 1860 at a 
cost of $1,000. I t  was dedicated by the noted, venerable Rev. Peter Cartwright, 
December 21, 1860. Rev. John Borland was preacher in charge. 

Being on the Hanna City circuit this church has been served by the same 
pastors, and its statistics of membership, etc., are included with that charge. 

Bartonville Methodist Episcopal church is in the southeast part of Lime- 
stone township and adjoining the city of Peoria. It is served by a pastor in 
connection with the Madison Avenue Methodist Episcopal church, Peoria. 

Before the village was known as Bartonville although the Barton family 
lived in that vicinity, the people worshipped a t  the brick schoolhouse, known as 
South Limestone school, one mile west of where the church now stands, having a 
Sunday school and preaching services ; (as early as 1857, M. L. Haney, preached 
there). The old brick building finally became so dilapidated, that a new school- 
house was built one-half mile east of the former location in the year 1862, and 
the people worshipped in it for  about twenty years, being called the South Lime- 
stone church. 

About thirty years ago, that is, about 1882, the people built the present church 
building, which is located one half mile further east than the second school- 
house, referred to, and across the street from the splendid new school building 
which the town of Bartonville now affords. Continuing the numbers from South 
Peoria on Adams street, the church is located at 6019 South Adams street, Bar- 
tonville. 
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John A. Riason, now of Siloarn Springs, Arkansas, was the pastor of the 
Bartonville and Madison avenue, Peoria, churches, when the Bartonville Meth- 
odist Episcopal church was built in 1882. Present pastor, Rev. W. D. Evans, 
now in his third year. Number of members, fifty; a fine Sunday school of one 
hundred twenty, average attendance seventy-five ; A. E. Scheidel, superintendent 
and an Epworth league of forty members ; Miss Audra Wright, president. 

MILLEROOK TOWNSHIP 
ELMORE METHODIST EPISCOPAI. CHURCH 

In the year 1836 the first Methodist organization was formed a t  Rochester, 
near the extreme northwest corner of the township and county. Rev. William 
Cumming, who was then the station preacher at Peoria, preached the first sermon, 
in the house of John Smith. The original members were John Smith and wife, 
Therrygood Smith and wife, William JVietcalf, and an unmarried daughter of 
John Smith, and John Smith, Sr., was chosen class leader. 

In 1838 a house of worship was commenced, but was completely destroyed 
by a hurricane on May 8th of the same year. Through deaths and removals, 
the church at one time became almost extinct but later another building was 
secured which had belonged to the Congregationalists, and though the legitimate 
successor of the first church it is known as Elmore church, the name of the post- 
offi.ce being Elmore. This church is now connected with the West Jersey church 
in Stark county. The present pastor is E. L. Fahnestock. 

LAURA METEIODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The church at Laura was built in the summer of 1889 at a cost of $1,300 
and furnished a t  a further outlay of about $200. The first pastor was Rev. D. S. 
McCown, now pastor of the First Methodist Episcopal church a t  Moline, Illinois. 

For quite a long time this church was served in connection with the church 
at Monica, but is now in connection with the church a t  Williamsfield, Knox 
county. Rev. Stanley Ward is pastor. The statistics give for the two charges, 
one hundred forty-nine members, twelve Sunday school officers and teachers 
and one hundred forty scholars; with one Epworth League with forty members; 
two churches valued at $5,000 and one parsonage of a value of $1,500. 

PRINCEVILLE TOWNSHIP 

In 1856 or 1857, West Princeville near the west side of Princeville town- 
ship, was started by the erection of a manufacturing plant, on the south side of 
the road between sections 19 and 30. 

In 1858, Mt. Zion Methodist Episcopal church was organized in the same 
neighborhood, the members holding their first meetings in the Nelson school- 
house. In 1867 the society built a church in the southwest corner of section 20, 
a little east of West Princeville. This was a frame building 32 by 45 feet and 
cost $2,200. 

The starting of cornhell now Monica occasioned by the construction of the 
Cincinnati, Eurlington & Quincy railroad, spelled disaster for West Princeville, 
nearly all of the buildings, including the church being moved to the new town. 
This transfer occurred in 1877. This church was in connection with the Prince- 
ville charge until 1894, when it was re-organized and with the church a t  Laura, 
Millbrook township, became the Monica charge. Rev. Thomas J. Wood was 
the first pastor after re-organization and was followed i'n succession by P. S. 
Garretson, 1895 ; 0. ,M. Dunlevy, 1896; H. C. Birch, 1898; H. C. Gibson, 1900; 
and James G. Blair, 1901. The church connection is now with Duncan. The 
present pastor is J. T. Bliss. The  membership of the charge is eighty-seven; 



HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 199 

Sunday school officers and teachers, ten; scholars ninety-two. Two churches 
valued $4,000; one parsonage $1,600. 

RADNOR TOWNSHIP 

The Methodist churches in this township have existed under varied and 
rather peculiar conditions. As early as 1840 the missionaries and circuit riders 
held services in the homes of the people, before there were even any school- 
houses. Their first church was organized and a building erected in the year 
1860, though no doubt they had class meetings prior to that date. This first 
church was located about one mile west of where the village of Alta now is. Its 
principal members and supporters were George Divelbiss, at one time sheriff of 
the county and Wesley Smalley, farmers. The church was named the Glendale 
church. In its pastoral relations, it was then connected with Kickapoo church 
and hit. Hedding, in Hallock township, with the pastoral residence at Kick- 
apoo. After the village of Alta was laid out, Glendale church was moved to that 
village, which is in tMedina township, the pastor still residing at Kickapoo. 

In  1884, a cl~urch was organized at Dunlap, and the next year a church I 

was built, under the pastorate of Rev. George M. Webber, and the pastoral 
residence changed to Dunlap and the Alta church connected with Dunlap. 

In the year 1865, the Methodists built a church called the Salem church on 
the northwest quarter of section 16 near the schoolhouse, some five miles north- 
west of Alta. The leading members of this church organization were prominent 
farmers: A. J. Gordon, John Jackson and Wesley Strain. After a number of 
years, reillovals and deaths having weakened the membership, the organization 
was abandoned for lack of support. The building was sold and another erected 
on section 18, some two miles west, and near the line of Jubilee township. This 
church was called Zion church and its pastoral relations were in connection with 
Kickapoo. The principal men in the church were William Rowcliffe and Daniel 
Corbett. The membership was small, and this church seems also to have been 
abandoned, as no mention is made of it in the conference minutes of 1911. 

The membership of the two churches is ofie hundred forty-five; two Sunday 
schools with twenty-eight officers and teachers and one hundred seventy scholars ; 
one Epworth League with forty-five members and one Junior League with 
fifteen members. Two churches valued at $6,750 and one parsonage, at Dunlap, 
valued $2,200; $2,250 were expended during the conference year for building 
and improvements. Rev, G. L. Kneebone is pastor. 

HOLLIS TOWNSHIP 
MAPLETON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

This is the only Methodist church in the township. I t  was organized in 1886 
by Robert Burden, a local preacher, with the following members: Mrs. Wm, 
Harris, Mrs. Emma Newsam, Mrs. Mary Galloway, Mr. and Mrs. James Brad- 
shaw, Mr.  and Mrs. Lorenzo Walker, Mrs. Mona Thrush, Mrs. J. T. Newsam, 
Mrs. Ann Galloway, Mr. and Mrs. John Scheidel and Miss Kate Jones. They 
have a small church building which was erected in 1890 and dedicated by Rev. 
Jervis G. Evans, president of Hedding College, at Abingdon, Illinois, in November 
of that year. The membership is small, being, September I, 1911, but thirteen, 
with a Sunday school of thirty-five scholars and five teachers. Rev. Harry M. 
Blout since transferred to Bumside, Hancock county, was pastor. 

TIMBER TOWNSHIP 
GLASFORD METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

! About the year 1890, a small church was built at Glasford. At that time Dr. 
William A. Brisendine, an old resident and practicing physician, who from his 
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youth had taken an active interest in religious work made application, and was 
licensed as a local preacher in that year, and often thereafter, filled the pulpit 
from time to time in his home church and probably in others in the neighborhood 
as well. 

September I, 191 I, the total membership of the Glasford church was forty- 
five ; Sunday school enrollment, one hundred two scholars, with eight teachers ; 
an Epworth League of twelve members. 

ICINGSTON METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

A church was organized at  Kingston Mines prior to the year 1885, and about 
that year they erected a church building which was destroyed by a hurricane 
about 1896, There is still an organization and a Sunday school maintained. 
Church membership nine ; Sunday school scholars about sixty. 

BETHEL METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

In the southwest part of Timber township there was a small Methodist church 
built in 1882, and named Bethel. This church has been maintained ever since 
and now has a membership of nineteen, with a Sunday school of forty-five 
scholars and only five teachers. 

These churches in Timber township, together with the one at Mapleton form 
the Glasford circuit with pastoral residence at Glasford, with a parsonage located 
there valued a t  $1,500. Pastor, H. M. Blout. 

.MED,INA TOWNSHIP 
MOSSVILLE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

About the year 1869, the late G. W. Schnebly acting for the people who were 
interested in the Presbyterian church at  Mossville, employed the building firm 
of James Hazzard & Son of Peoria, who erected for him a neat, comfortable, 
small brick church building, seating about two hund,red people, at  a cost of about 
$2,600. A large percentage of the membership residing on High Prairie, in the 
vicinity of Alta, found the location at Mossville inconvenient and on October g, 
1875, it was decided to remove to the former place. The church building at 
Mossville was sold, and purchased by the late Samuel C. Neal for the Methodists, 
and has since been used by them, they having put in a modern hot-water or steam 
heating plant. As might be surmised the membership has been small-some fif- 
teen or twenty, with a Sunday school of about forty members. Under these cir- 
cumstances the pastoral service has been either in connection with some other 
church, or by a supply appointed by the presiding elder or district superintendent. 
The present pastoral service is by Rev. F. E. Ball, pastor of Wesley Methodist 
Episcopal church, Peoria. 

While the Methodist church a t  Alta is in Medina township, the early organiza- 
tion, and location of the church was in Radnor, and as its pastoral connections 
and residence are still there, it was thought best to so give its history. 

RICHWOODS TOWNSHIP 
AVERYVILLE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The only Methodist Episcopal church in Richwoods since Grace Methodist 
Episcopal church was taken into the city, is the Averyville church. This society 
was organized about 1894 by Rev. T. W. McVety when he was pastor of First 
church, Peoria. The church was organized in the village hall and its members 
worshipped there for a short time. Shortly afterwards lots were purchased on 
Madison avenue from Mr. Luthy and the present church building erected at a 
cost of about $2,600, beside the cost of the lots. 
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This church now (January, 1912) has forty-five members with a Sunday 
school of seventy-five members and an average attendance of fifty-two. 

The Ladies' Aid Society, of which Mrs. Charles Koch is president, has thirty 
members. Frank R'lcBridge is Sunday school superintendent. 

This church has always been served in connection with some other church. 
Its present connection is with the church a t  Putnam. H. Wakefield is pastor. 
The valuation of the church property including furnishings is $3,950. 





CHAPTER XX 

THE TIME THAT TRIED MEN'S SOULS-AN INTERESTING BIT OF UNTOLD HISTORY AS 
WRITTEN BY COLONEL RICE-LINCOLN AND JUDGE KELLOGG 

The real trial of the characters of men occurs before the. great outbreak in 
all revolutionary or critical situations when each man must align himself on one 
side or the other of the great questions presented according to his own judgment 
and convictions. I t  is comparatively easy after an alignment is made for one to 
fill his place and battle in forum or in field for the side he approves. I t  is not 
easy in. the beginning to determine what position to take, for this involves two 
things, the abstract question of what is right and the question of how differences 
of conscientious convictions can be adjusted. Men are so constituted that they 
look upon important questions from different points of view and conscientiously 
differ as to what is just, therefore, in order that we may live together in peace, 
concessions must be made and the conscientious convictions of others must not 
be ruthlessly disregarded. I t  is in such trying times that men of sound judg- 
ment, strong character, great moral courage, kindness of heart and charitable 
feelings towards others appear as leaders. Lincoln was pre-eminently such a 
man. He had strong convictions in regard to slavery and more strong in regard 
to the necessity of preserving the Union. His problem was "what do the people 
think?" "What can they be relied upon to do? Can they be induced to work 
together for the support of right and for the preservation of the Union?" These 
were cluestions of very great difficulty calling for solution by the president elect. 

It was, therefore, thought desirable by Mr. Lincoln and some of his most 
intimate friends that a proposition of compromise with the southern states, as 
liberal as possible toward their views should be offered, which if accepted might 
prevent a long, bloody and expensive war and whether adopted or not might 
secure for the administration the support of Mr. Douglas and his powerful party. 
Such an attempt was made as appears from the following article which was pre- 
pared by the late Hon. David McCulloch, after those events had been long 
enough passed to allow men to think calmly and at the same time was written , 
before those who had personal knowledge of the facts had passed away. I t  was 
submitted to the surviving friends of those interested, most of whom are now 
gone. I t  narrates circumstances which probably have not found a place in per- 
manent print before. 

AWFUL DAYS O F  DOUBT AND ANXIETY BEFORE THE TERRIFIC STORM 

The rejoicing over the great republican victory (in the fall of 1860) was 
soon turned into a serious consideration of the gravity of the situation. On the 
next day after the election, the "Palmetto Flag," South Carolina's emblem, was 
unfurled from the shipinasts in Charleston harbor, and on the next day after the 
great illun~ination at Peoria, the legislature of that state passed a bill for  the 
equipment of 10,000 men and ordered an election of delegates to consider the 
necessity of immediate secession. Two days thereafter both her senators in con- 
gress resigned their seats. Then men began to inquire of each other, "Do you 
think the south is in earnest in its threats of secession?" 
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Georgia followed South Carolina on the 18th of November by appropriating 
$~,ooo,ooo for the purpose of arming her citizens. Then the inquiry began, "Do 
you think we are going to have war?" 

December 3d came and with it the assembling of congress. In his message 
Mr. Buchanan declared secession to be unlawful, but denied the power of the 
general government to coerce a sovereign state. This was an announcement to 
the secessionists that they were at liberty to go on with their unlawful purposes 
without hindrance from the government during the last four months of his 
administration. Although the republicans had won the victory their hands were 
completely tied. I t  began to look as if the Union was to be dissolved without 
resistance. 

Stormy times had now set in. On December 5th the United States treasury 
suspended specie payment. Then the cabinet began to dissolve by the succes- 
sive resignation of its members. On the 20th South Carolina passed its ordinance 
of secession. On the 24th its representatives in congress resigned their seats and 
returned to their homes. Still men continued to inquire, "Do you think they mean 
war or only bravado?" We were in a state of war without knowing it. But the 
war a t  this period was on one side only. There was no resistance. Forts and 
arsenals of the United States were quietly taken possession of by the seceding 
states; senators and congressmen resigned their seats as their respective states 
seceded; on December 27th the United States Revenue Cutter, "The William 
Aiken" was surrendered to the authorities of South Carolina. On January g, 
1861, another one "The Star of the West" on her way from New York with pro- 
visions and reinforcements for 'Fort Sumter was fired upon by South Carolina 
batteries and compelled to return. Still men continued to inquire, "Do you think 
there will be war?" 

A pall of terror seemed to have spread itself over the whole North. I t  was 
the recoil produced by the discharge of a broadside. People began to  consider 
whether they might not have gone too far in the late election. When confronted 
with the horrors of internecine war, they began to quail before its awful con- 
sequences. Especially in the eastern cities it began to look as if the North was 
ready to give up all it had gained. W e  began to wonder if we had a country to 
fight for, or whether our boasted constitution was a rope of sand. The flag itself 
had disappeared. Except on national holidays, or when carried as an ornament 
a t  the head of some military display, it had for some years ceased to attract any 
considerable degree of admiration. During this lull before the storm it inspired 
little enthusiasm. The slave power had no further use for i t ;  the new forces of 
freedom were awaiting their turn. Congress itself seemed to have caught the 
infection "While the secession leaders were engaged in their schemes for  the 
disruption of the national government and the formation of a new confederacy, 
congress was employing every effort to arrest the disunion tendency by making 
new concessions, and offering new guaranties to the offended power of the 
South." No sooner had it convened than "in each branch special committees of 
conciliation were appointed. They were not so termed in the resolutions of the 
senate and house, but their mission was solely one of conciliation." In  the senate 
they raised a committee of thirteen, representing the number of the original 
states of the Union. In the house the committee was composed of thirty-three 
members, the representatives from the Peoria district, William Kellogg being a 
member of the latter. Proposition after proposition was introduced, until, as 
Mr. Blaine afterwards said they would have filled a large volume. 

But the South emboldened by the vascillating course of congress became more 
defiant than ever. One of their leaders contemptuously said if the North would 
sign their names to a blank sheet of paper and submit it to the South to fill in 
the terms of re-union they would not do it. With the president at its back the 
South had the North on the run. With the North it was surrender or fight with 
the fighting postponed until the incoming of the new administration. 

Among the measures prominently brought forward for the pacification of 
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the country was a proposed amendment to the constitution submitted by the 
venerable and highly respected John J. Crittenden, senator from Kentucky. 
Coming from a border state senator, it was looked upon by many as the embodi- 
ment of the sentiments which might be agreed upon by the whole country. This 
proposition had been rejected by the senate but afterwards brought forward in the 
house as a substitute for  the measures purposed by the house committee of thir- 
teen. The report of that committee was so obnoxious to the northern representa- 
tives as to meet with but little favor in the house. To  his credit be it said that 
our representative, Judge Kellogg, was one of the three who voted against it in 
committee. 

But many of the republicans, rather than have war, were willing to go to great 
lengths in the way of conciliation, believing that conciliation was better than dis- 
union. I t  was even hinted that Senators Cameron and Seward, both of whom 
were named in connection with cabinet positions, had shown signs of a willing- 
ness to compromise on terms agreeable to the border states. 

I t  was during this period of excitement, when four states had already seceded 
and others were in process of seceding; when the principal forts, arsenals and 
navy yards in the South had fallen into the hands of the seceding states and 
the surrender of Fort Sumter had been demanded, that our congressman, Wil- 
liam Kellogg, on the 20th day of January, 1861, visited Mr. Lincoln at his home 
in Springfield. What ,occurred at that interview may never be known. I t  is 
known however, that a long interview took place reaching far into the night. It  
is known too, that Mr. Lincoln was in favor of securing to the people of the 
South all their constitutional rights even to the restoration of their fugitive slaves. 
It is also known that he had great solicitude about the retention of the border 
states in the Union, if disunion should become an accomplished fact. But so far 
as known he had never by any word publicly uttered or by any letter written re- 
ceded one jot or one tittle from the principles of the platform upon which he had 
been elected. But who knows that he never entertained the thought that, if 
by so doing, war might be averted, the seceding states brought back and the 
Union restored, he might have considered it his duty to yield? H e  had already 
seen enough of the vascillating course of some of the party leaders, both in and 
dut of congress to a\val.;en his deep solicitude for the future, yet still continued 
to counsel a firm adherence to the pri~lciples of "No more slave territory." 

It  was a matter of great surprise therefore, that within ten days after his 
return from Springfield, that Mr. Kellogg who was supposed to stand very near 
the president-elect should present in congress a measure of compromise which 
was interpreted by all parties as a departure from the Chicago platform. His 
proposition was presented on February I ,  for the purpose of having it printed 
and at the proper time offered as a substitute for the Crittenden amendment. 
The supposed nearness of political relationship of Judge Kellogg to Xlr. Lincoln 
was at once seized upon by the democrats in congress as a circumstance indicative 
of a willingness on the part of the president-elect fo concede more than his party 
had been willing to do. But no sooner had this intimation been thrown out than 
Judge Kellogg declared upon the floor of congress that no human hand other 
than his own was in any way responsible for the proposition. 

The Crittenden amendment embraced the following points : To renew the 
Missouri line of 36O 30' and carry it to the Pacific ocean; to prohibit slavery 
north and permit it south of that line; to admit new states with or without slavery 
as their constitutions might provide ; to prohibit congress from abolishing slavery 
in the states or in the District of Columbia so long as it should exist in Virginia 
or Maryland ; to permit free transmission of slaves by land or water in any state ; 
to pay from the National treasury for fugitive slaves rescued after arrest; to 
amend the Fugitive Slave Law in respect to commissioners' fees and to ask the 
northern states to repeal their personal liberty laws in regard to such fugitives. 

The proposition of Judge Kellogg embraced the following points: To  renew 
the Missouri line of 36" 30' and extend it to the Pacific ocean ; to prohibit slavery 
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north of that line and to permit slave owners in the states to take and hold them 
in territory south of it while such territory should remain under territorial govern- 
ment; to admit new states formed from territory either north or south of it with 
or  without slavery as their constitutions might provide; that the general gov- 
ernment should have no power to abolish or establish slavery in any state; that 
congress should have power to enact laws for  the return of fugitive slaves; that 
the foreign slave trade should be abolished and that no new territory should be 
annexed or acquired by the United States unless by treaty to be ratified by a vote 
of two-thirds of the senate. 

There was nothing new in this proposition; every article thereof having in 
one form or another been before the house. I t  seems to have been an eflort to 
collect and condense into one amendment those points which had met with the 
greatest favor. I t  was, however, interpreted by both democrats and republicans 
as a plain departure from the Chicago platform in permitting the extension of 
slavery into new territory lying south of the line of 36" 30'. For fhis Judge 
Kellogg was severely condemned by his constituents, and within a week there- 
after the Peoria district congressional committee mkt and called a delegate conven- 
tion to be held at Peoria on the 22d day of February, ostensibly to take such 
action as they might see fit; but, for their utterances made a t  the time, it would 
appear that the true object of the convention was to pass judgment upon the 
course of Judge Kellogg. The several counties responded to the call by calling 
either delegate county conventions or mass meetings, a t  which resolutions were 
passed deprecating any departure from the Chicago platform. One or two 
called upon Judge Kellogg to resign; while one commended his motives while 
differing with him in his plan. The resolutions passed a t  the caucus held in the 
city of Peoria were emphatic in declaring the party had not advocated one set of 
principles before election to be discarded and another set substituted after elec- 
tion; that the Kellogg proposition met with their hearty condemnation and they 
entered an earnest and emphatic protest against them. 

During all this time the republican papers of the district were filled with 
articles denunciatory of Kellogg's course, some charging him with treachery to 
the party, some calling him a renegade, and some called upon him to resign. 

The republicans of Peoria county met in convention on the z ~ s t  day of Feb- 
ruary to elect delegates to the congressional convention. In  their resolutions 
they had declared that Kellogg had forfeited all claim to the confidence of his 
constituents and ought not to be considered as the representative of republican 
principles. This resolution when first presented contained this further clause : 
"And it is the sense of this convention that he ought to resign his trust into the 
hands of the people by whom he was elected," but after some debate it was 
stricken out by the convention. 

In the congressional convention which met in Peoria on the next day it was 
resolved "That we enter our solemn protest against the resolutions offered by our 
representative in congress to amend the federal constitution, believing them to 
be subversive of our plighted faith, our party's honor and the spirit of our institu- 
tions, and we earnestly urge him to an unfaltering support of republican principles 
as enunciated in the Chicago platform.'' An attempt was made to add the words 
"or to resign" but after a sharp debate it failed by a vote of 79 to 88. The 
Transcript in an editorial said that "most of those who voted against the amend- 
ment believed that Judge Kellogg was a man of honor and if he could not com- 
ply with the request of the convention he would resign without being asked, and 
if he was not a man of honor he would not resign although asked, and it would 
be a waste of breath." But Kellogg did not change his course nor did he resign. 
Nor was the demand renewed. Possibly the most radical of his opponents had 
not stopped to consider that his term was about to expire and that his fesignation 
of his then pending term would serve no good purpose. Should he resign the 
term to which he had just been elected the vacancy would have had to be filled 
by a new election, which in the then excited state of the country might not have 
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resulted in a republican victory. I t  is possible, too, that Mr. Lincoln may have 
thrown his advice against the party's insisting on Kellogg's resignation. 

Here is an enigma in politics which is heightened by the fact that for  ten 
days, during which time this excitement was raging in the fotlrth district of 
Illinois, Mr. Lincoln was on his way to Washington, stopping first at Indianapolis, 
then at Cincinnati, Columbus, Pittsburg, Cleveland, Buffalo, Albany, New York, 
Trenton, and Philadelphia, making speeches at all important points addressing 
the legislatures of three states and arriving at Washington on the day next after 
this congressional convention. If Mr. Lincoln had then regarded his old friend 
as a traitor to his party, is it to be supposed he would have maintained a profound 
silence or would he not have made it known in some way that his course did not 
meet with his approval? For five days this silence was maintained and no steps 
taken by Kellogg to recede from his position. 

On the 28th day of February, however, with the proceedings of the Peoria 
convention before him he made the formal presentation of his proposed amend- 
ment by moving it as a substitute for that known as the Crittenden amendment. 
This was as far, however, as it ever got. Congress was in a turmoil. One 
proposition after another was swept away as by a cyclone until nothing remained 
but a simple proposal to amend the constitution to the effect that congress should 
have no power to interfere with slavery in the states where it then existed. This 
proposition was adopted by the requisite vote in each house and sent to the sev- 
eral states for their approval. But the logic of events dispensed with the neces- 
sity of its being acted upon, for within sixty days from that date the rebellion 
was in full sway and greater issues were upon the country. 

[udge Kellogg remained in congress for two years thereafter, during which 
timk his district was changed and he was not again a candidate. But Mr. Lincoln 
offered him the position of minister of the United States to Nicaragua, which 
offer he declined. He then appointed him chief justice of Nebraska territory, 
a position he continued to hold until its admission as a state March I,  1867, 
nearly two years after Mr. Lincoln's death. It  is quite evident therefore, that 
Judge Kellogg never lost the confidence of Mr. Lincoln as he must have done 
if the latter had regarded him as a traitor to his party. 

The history of the time also shows that other republicans in congress had 
made as bad breaks, or worse than this of Judge Kellogg. Particularly was this 
the case with Charles Francis Adams, whom Mr. Lincoln appointed minister 
to the court of St. James. Mr. Seward was also accused of weakening and his 
home organ, the Albany Evening Journal, edited by Thurlow Weed, was out- 
spoken in favor of solme compromise. Yet Mr. Seward was then known to be 
slated for and afterwards received a cabinet appointment. The Chicago Journal 
came out decidedly in favor of Kellogg's course, and the idea seemed to be 
floating in the air that, if not Mr. Lincoln, at least Mr. Seward looked with favor 
upon his proposed amendment. Early in February, the Illinois State Journal, 
the leading republican paper at Mr. Lincoln's home, and before he had started 
for \Vashington had said : "Our dispatches irom Washington this morning state 
that Mr. Kellogg had received a message from a leading republican here (Spring- 
held) stating that his proposition is satisfactory. Sztclz is not the case. W e  
believe no republican of character has transmitted such a dispatch. The Breck- 
enridge platform will never be received by the people of Illinois as a basis of an 
adjustment." Although not mentioning his name the evident purpose of this 
emphatic denial was to exculpate Mr. Lincoln before the public from any con- 
nection with the Kellogg proposition. 

What motive had Judge Kellogg for his course upon this occasion? H e  must 
have known his proposition would meet with defeat. He must have known 
he would be condemned at home. There was nothing to gain at that time either 
personally or politically from his course. I t  is possible he thought to lay this 
last burden upon the conscience of the south ; to offer them this last peace offer- 
ing, to hold out to them this last olive branch, which if accepted by them would 
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have thrown the responsibilities of the war upon the north, but if rejected by 
them would justify the incoming administration in the adoption of such measures 
as should be found necessary to maintain the national authority. Whatever 
his underlying motives may have been and by whomsoever advised it is certain 
Judge Kellogg never shirked the whole responsibility of his actions but went 
to his death bearing his reproach. 

After his death, however, those who had knowledge of the affair gave to the 
country the solution of the problem. Judge Kellogg died at Peoria, December 
20, 1872, and was buried on the Sunday following. On the day of his death a 
meeting of the Peoria Bar was held, at  which meeting a committee was appointed 
to draft resolutions commemorative of his life and services, of which committee 
Elbridge G. Johnson, who had been a member of the legislature in 1861, was 
made chairman. On the Tuesday following, at  the convening of the circuit court, 
Hon. Sabin D. Puterbaugh presiding, Mr. Johnson presented to the court the 
resolutions which had been adopted by the bar and moved that- they be spread 
upon its records. On the day following (Wednesday, January 8, 1873)~ an 
account of these proceedings was published in the Peoria Transcript, then the 
leading republican paper in the district, in which allusion is thus made to the 
remarks of Mr. Johnson : "In speaking of the memorable compromise resolutions 
offered in congress by Judge Kellogg, Mr. Johnson stated that the resolutions 
had been prepared in Springfield by Judge Kellogg and Mr. Lincoln, the presi- 
dent-elect, who gave them his hearty indorsement. At the same time he felt 
that in the agitated state of the country, the presenter of them might fall a victim 
of popular prejudice. Judge Kellogg, notwithstanding he felt the full force of 
the danger of political death presented the resolutions and met the fate he feared 
awaited him, but gave no.sign as it would never have done to commit Lincoln 
to any line of policy." 

The Daily National Democrat edited by William T. Dowdall, was at that 
time a leading democrat paper published at  Peoria. I t  did not publish its account 
of the proceedings in court on the 8th of January, but deferred it until the next 
day so as to be able to write out its hastily taken notes at greater length. It 
reports Mr. Johnson as saying: "In the winter of 1860, when a member of con- 
gress, and when the country was on the verge of Civil war, Mr. Kellogg pre- 
sented to that body a plan of compromise for which he was severely censured by 
his constituents, and a convention called by them publicly demanded his resigna- 
tion. I here declare to you that he was unjustly censured on that occasion. 
Before taking the step he did, he went to Springfield and was closeted with 
President-elect Lincoln all night, and, at the suggestion, request and approval 
of Mr. Lincoln he offered his compromise measure in congress. I know this 
to be true. I was then in the legislature at Springfield, but it was deemed improper 
to state the facts at the time. Mr. Kellogg was made the conductor that carried 
out that lightning which blasted himself. While Mr. Lincoln lived, Mr. Kellogg 
was sure of recognition and reward, and, had he lived, that recognition would 
have been continued. With heroic bravery he marched to his duty, though he 
could not but foresee what risks he ran in its performan_ce." 

No one who knew Mr. Johnson would doubt his word on such an occasion, 
and on a subject of so great importance. Neither can it be doubted that we have 
in the foregoing extracts one from a republican, the other from a democratic 
paper, a substantial report of what he said. In  corroboration of this is the fact 
that Mr. Johnson's office was within two blocks of each of these papers, they 
being the leading papers of the city, read by every one, and no word of dissent 
appeared from Mr.  Johnson or any other person in Peoria. I t  is more probable 
that the account published in the National Democrat underwent his personal 
revision. 

The interpretation placed upon his words by those present was well voiced 
by Lucien H. Kerr, who in the legislature next preceding had represented this 
district in the senate, who said: "In the explanation that has been made by Mr. 
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Johnson, justice has been done to Judge Kellogg. At  the time he stepped forward 
it was necessary for the safety of the country that Mr. Lincoln should stand 
uncommitted. The mind of the nation was deeply moved and nothing but blood 
seemed to satisfy the demands of the crisis. Kellogg stepped into the breach. 
He knew it would be his political death, but he died politically for his country 
as heroically as the soldier who faces and braves the sword or bullet of his 
enemy. And he went down to his death and made no sign. H e  kept it all within 
his own bosom. Knowing he had been maligned he raised no voice. This is the 
last, the greatest, the highest tribute to his memory. 

Mr. Alonzo M. Swan, a life-long citizen of Canton and the historian of the 
' city, in a communication to a friend gives a long statement of the occurrence 

from which the following extracts are taken. "Republican statesmen in the 
north who foreseeing the terrible cost of human life and sacrifice that would 
follow war, were hopeful it might be averted. Among this number were Simon 
Cameron and William H. Seward, already slated for positions in Mr. Lincoln's 
cabinet. 

The Hon. William Kellogg * * * arrived in Springfield or1 Sunday 
morning, January 20, bearing confidential communications from Messrs. Cameron 
and Seward to Mr. Lincoln. These communications were of so grave a character 
that Mr. Lincoln summoned David Davis. * * * The Hon. Joseph Gillespie, 
State Senator from Madison county, * * * David (William) Butler, then 
State Treasurer of the State of Illinois, and one or two others to consider the 
comn~unications of Cameron and Seward. At this conference a new series of ( compromise resolutions were submitted which Cameron and Seward proposed 
should be introduced in the house of representatives at Washington by Mr. Kel- 
logg. These resolutions were on similar lines to the already rejected Crittenden 
resolutions, but it was argued by their authors that, even if they were rejected, 
they could furnish an argument for the north that the south had the olive branch 
extended, not only by Crittenden, a border state statesman, but by a radical 
republican from Mr. Lincoln's own state, and, therefore, it might be inferred, 
representing his own views." 

"Just before midnight Mr. Kellogg came to my room (at  the Cheney House) 
and awakened me saying that he wanted to talk to me. I was from Canton, Kel- 
logg's town, and had been placed, by his arrangement, in charge of the political 
editorials of the "Galesburg Free Democrat," the leading republican paper of his 
district, and was considered a protege of his. Kellogg was evidently worried and 
paced back and forwards for several moments before he spoke, when turning sud- 
denly to me he said 'Swan, I have agreed to-night to dig my own political grave- 
a grave so deep that when I am buried no political archangel can ever resurrect 
me.' He  then went on to tell me that he had been sent by Cameron and Seward, 
by Mr. Lincoln's suggestion, to show the resolutions he afterwards offered to Mr. 
Lincoln for his approval and suggestions, as to any changes he might desire. 'These 
resolutions had been under discussion all the afternoon and evening, and had been 
modified in some particulars and amplified in others by Mr. Lincoln's own hand. 
Said Kellogg, 'I have not the slightest confidence in their efficiency, Their only 
possible effect I believe will be to bury me politically. If I lived in Washburn's 
district it might be different, but you know how radical Galesburg is, and Knox 
county controls the fourth district.' I asked him why he proposed to introduce 
the resolutions knowing, as he did, the personal consequences. 'I love LincoIn' 
was his reply, 'and he has asked me to sacrifice my personal ambition for my 
country's sake and I cannot resist him.' " 

The next afternoon Mr. Kellogg called up Swan in the hall of the house of 
representatives and, together, they called upon Mr. Lincoln (who then occupied 
the governor's room in the state house.-McCulloch), who said, "I know how 
you feel, Kellogg, about those resolutions, and the personal results to you; but 
I promise you I will stand by you in the future, no matter what may come." Mr. 
Lincoln did not appear to believe that the resolutions would lead to any compro- 
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mise, but did believe they would furnish a justification for any future action in 1 
defense of the Union which he might be called upon to make. 

Mr. Swan then speaks of the convention at Peoria, which he says was held 
to demand his resignation, but at Mr. Lincoln's personal request, a few prominent 
men succeeded in preventing the passage of such resolutions, although resolutions 
were passed, and speeches made roundly denouncing his action. He concludes by 
saying: "True to his promise, Mr. Lincoln stood by Kellogg, appointing him 
chief justice of Sebraska after his term in congress expired, and giving him 
more appointments in the first distribution of patronage than were received by 
any other congressman from Illinois." 

These statements, however plausible they may appear, seem at first to be 
irreconcilable with what Mr. Lincoln wrote to Seward on the same day Kellogg 
first presented his resolutions in congress. In a letter of February I, he says to 
Seward, "On the 21st ult. Hon. W. Kellogg, a republican member of congress 
of this state, whom you probably know, was here in a good deal of anxiety for 
our friends to go in the way of compromise on the now vexed question. While 
he was with me I received a dispatch from Senator Trumbull a t  Washington, 
alluding to the same question and telling me to await letters. . . . I say 
now, however, as I have all the while said, that on the territorial question-that 
is, the question of extending slavery under the national auspices-I am inflexible. 
I am for no compromise which assists or permits the extension of the institution 
on soil owned by the nation. And any trick by which the nation is to acquire 
territory and then allow some local authority to spread slavery, is as obnoxious 
as any other. I take it that to effect some such result as this, and to put us again I 
on the high road to a slave empire, is the object of all these proposed compromises. 
I am against it." 

These sentences doubtless express Mr. Lincoln's real sentiments. They were 
also the sentiments of Judge Kellogg up to the time of his apparent desertion of . 
his party on the occasion of the introduction of these compromise resolutions. 
According to #Mr. Swan they continued to be his sentiments even after he had 
resolved to take the course he did. The letter to Mr. Seward was doubtless 
written for perusal by others besides himself, as a spur to keep his friends in 
line. But there are times in a man's public life, as well as in war when strategy 
is justifiable. Lincoln was firm in his belief, but had doubtless apprehended 
that in view of the horrors of internecine war and possible disunion compromise 
might be resorted to before he should reach the presidential chair. If one was to 
come, that of Crittenden seemed the most likely to be adopted. I t  is possible 
that offered by Kellogg was intended as a flank movement, to eliminate some 
of the objectionable features of the former, and to make a fair divide between 
north and south of the common territory, while it might remain under territorial 
governments, and to apply the doctrines of popular sovereignty to it when ready 
for admission. Even if Cameron, Seward and Lincoln were all concerned in it, 
it is not to be considered as a backing down on their part, but simply as a plan 
by which in the event of an offer of compromise the slave power should gain as 
little advantage as possible. In  the meantime it was of the utmost importance 
that the name of neither of them should publicly appear as  connected therewith, 
but Kellogg should stand alone-a scape-goat as it were to bear the burden. In 
this view it was proper for Lincoln to write to Seward as he did. I t  is possible 
the latter might have had little acquaintance with Kellogg, and yet he may have 
been chosen as the bearer of confidential dispatches between Cameron and Seward 
at Washington and Mr. Lincoln a t  Springfield. Subsequent events show that 
Mr. Lincoln never lost confidence in Kellogg, but that the latter was holding a 
valuable appointment under the president a t  the time of his assassination. Pos- 
terity will therefore be justified in believing what Mr. Johnson and Mr. Swan 
have stated, without imputing insincerity, or  duplicity to Mr. Lincoln or a want 
of adherence to principle on the part of Judge Kellogg. In  their struggles to save 
the country from a gigantic rebellion, which at that time seemed almost certain 
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to result in the dissolution of the Union the wisest statesmen were at their wits 
end and many of them may have done things which posterity may have con- 
demned, but whatever the verdict of posterity may be as to the wisdom of Judge 
Kellogg's course, none can impugn his patriotism or the sincerity of his motives 
on that occasion. I f  he was not faithful to his party, as party fealty is under- 
stood, it was because his country stood nearer to his breast than his party. If 
he was misjudged he meekly bore his reproach rather than betray the confidence 
reposed in him by the great martyr. In any event this movement of his formed 
one of the most interesting episodes in the political history of that most exciting 
period. 

In  the winter of '60 and '61, the editor was attending college in Monmouth 
and was a member of a debating society which discussed the question whether 
the south would actually go to war or whether they were only attempting to 
intimidate the north. The editor was very sure that they had too much sense to 
go to war and debated on that side of the question so earnestly as to become 
almost intemperate in his language. In a very short time after that he was 
wearing a blue uniform of the United States Volunteers, which uniform he 
continued to wear for more than three years. * * * 4 * * 

The above article was submitted by Colonel Rice to Mrs. James, the daugh- 
ter of Judge Kellogg, and she told him that it gives the true history of the Kellogg 
Amendment. 

I t  was submitted to William T. Dowdall, who is mentioned in the article, and 
Mr. Dowdall, in a letter states, that in the year 1866 Judge Kel loe ,  while chief 
justice of Kebraska, under appointment from Lincoln, related to h ~ m  the whole 
history of this proposition of compron~ise and that his statement fully agreed 
with what is set out in this article by Judge McCulloch, that Kellogg came 
from Washington at the request of Seward and Cameron, who had draughted 
the resolution along the lines of t)e Crittenden Resolution, eliminating some 
of the most objectionable clauses, and Mr. Kellogg was authorized to say to Lin- 
coln that they approved and endorsed the resolution under existing circumstances 
and Kellogg, at their request, informed Lincoln fully of the situation in Wash- 
ington and that Lincoln made a few amendments to the resolution and urged 
Kellogg to introduce it ; that Lincoln conferred, in Springfield, with Judge Joseph 
Gillespie and with E. G. Johnson, who was then member of the legislature from 
Peoria, and that Lincoln at that time prbmised Kellogg that he would stand by 
him and give him some appointment worth more than a seat in Congress; and 
that it was thoroughly understood at that time that no one whatever .was to be 
in any way made responsible for the offering of the resolution except Kellogg 
himself; and that Lincoln also suggested to Kellogg that he was then already 
elected for  a term of two years in Congress and that before that had expired, 
public sentiment might be so changed that his proposition of compromise would 
be approved by his constituents. 

The  editor is informed by Colonel Dowdall that the article published in his 
paper quoted by Judge McCulloch was submitted to Mr. E. G. Johnson and had 
his approval before it was put in type and that when printed Mr. Johnson called 
at the printing office and bought a number of copies of the articles to send to his 
friends. 





CHAPTER XXI 

THE CIVIL WAR-PRESIDENT LINCOLN CALLS FOR SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND MEN 
AND PEORIANS RESPOND LOYALLY AND HEARTILY-PARTY LINES ARE DIMMED 
AND PRACTICALLY ALL ARE FOR THE UNION-ROBERT G. INGERSOLL TENDERS HIS 
SERVICES AND BECOMES COLONEL OF A REGIMENT-COMPLETE LIST OF PEORIA'S 
JIEROES-OTHER WARS-SOLDIERS' MONUMENTS. 

Notwithstanding the threats of the south that it would sever its connection 
with the Union in the event an anti-slavery president was elected, Abraham 
Lincoln was inaugurated on the 4th day of March, 1861, great precautions having 
been taken to guard him from the ruthless hand of the assassin. Even at this 
time some of the slave-holding states had seceded and the inauguration of Lincoln 
but precipitated the "irrepressible conflict." On the 12th day of April, Fort 
Sumter was fired on by the vanguard of the southern army at Charleston, South 
Carolina, and the whole civilized world was notified by that traitorous action that 
civil war was on in the United States. 

The duty of the president was plain to him, as he saw it under the constitu- 
tion, and immediately after this taunting insult had been paid the flag, on the 
14th day of April, Lincoln issued a proclamation calling upon his countrymen to 
join with him to defend their homes and country and vindicate her honor. The 
call of the president was for 75,000 men and on the 15th of April, Governor 
Richard Yates issued a call for the convening of the legislature. Measures were 
there and then taken to meet the wishes and demands of the president and within 
ten days after the call for troops, 10,ooo men of the state of Illinois had volun- 
teered their services to their country and millions in money were at the command 
of the government from patriots in various parts of the state. Only six regiments 
could be accepted at this time, but, anticipating another call, the legislature 
authorized the raising of ten additional regiments and more than the requisite 
number of men to fill them at once offered themselves. In May, June and July 
seventeen regiments of infantry and five ',.of cavalry had been raised and at the 
close of 1861 Illinois had in camp 17,000 troops and 50,000 in the field,-15,000 
over and above her full quota. 

The president, in July and August, 1862, called for 600,000 more men, and 
August IS was set as the limit for volunteers, after which a draft would be 
ordered. Before eleven days had expired, men came from the fields, shops, 
stores, offices and other places of business, to the number :of 50,000, showing 
by their promptitude the patriotism of a great state and of its people. On the 
21st day of December, 1864, the last call was made. I t  was for 300,000 men and 
Illinois responded generously, although her quota had been overdrawn to a great 
extent. 

In the meantime the citizens of Peoria and the country were heartily and 
enthusiastically in sympathy with the president in his efforts and determination to 
put down rebellion in the states and save the integrity of the Union. There 
were mass meetings, pole raisings, patriotic speeches on rostrums, in the pulpits 
and on the street corners. Democrats vied with republicans in expressions of 
condemnation of the spirit, of the southern confederacy and party affiliations 
were forgotten by the thousands of loyal men who fell over each other in their 
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eagerness to sign their names to the muster rolls. Hon. William Manning, one 
of Peoria's eminent lawyers of the day, an ardent Douglas democrat, declared 
himself for the Union, the constitution and the flag. At a great meeting of citi- 
zens presided over by the mayor, William A. Williard, William B. Whiffen, a 
democrat, was made. one of the secretaries. The Democratic Union announced 
its policy as being unequivocally for  the maintenance of the federal union and 
Robert G. Ingersoll, then a brilliant young Peoria lawyer and up to that time a 
democrat, offered to raise a regiment of cavalry 1,000 strong. This offer was 
not available, but shortly after a cavalry regiment was organized and Ingersoll 
was made its colonel. 

The board of supervisors appropriated $10,000 to equip her volunteer soldiers 
and provide for the families of those needing assistance. Many offers from 
influential and wealthy men were made to provide for families of volunteers and 
it seemed to be in the nature of a competition among the men of affairs to see 
who could do the most for the Union cause. 

The first departure of volunteers from Peoria was on the 24th day of April, 
1861. On this day Captain Dennison's company of "National Blues" entrained 
for Springfield, their departure being witnessed by a mass of men. women a ~ ~ d  
children. To the depot the "Blues" were escorted by Captain Norton's company 
of volunteers, the Peoria Zouaves and the Emmet Guards, each of which was 
headed by a brass band. On the following day the company was made a part 
of the state militia and finally it was mustered into the United States service as 
Company E, Eighteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers. Richard J. Oglesby, vrho 
was afterwards three times governor of the state and United States senator, 
was commissioned as colonel of the regiment. Of the thousands of men sent 
to the front from Illinois, many of whom never returned, Peoria contribu,.ted 
a generous share. But the tales of the war have been o f t  told and countless 
volumes contribute to the history of the great conflict, which make it superfluous 
to go into details in this work. The well-filled shelves of Peoria's libraries will 
furnish all that may be desired on the subject. Following is a complete list 
of names of the brave men, who fought for their country's honor and integrity, 
f ronl Peoria county : 

EIGHTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY E. 

Captain. 
Charles E. Dennison, April 22, 1861. 

Lieutenants. 
First, John Wetzel, April 22, 1861; 5 

Charles Proebsting, April 22, 1861. 

Sergeants. 
First, Lloyd Wheaton, April 25, 1861. 
Robert Wilson, April 25, 1861. 
Alexander Jacks!falusy, April 25. 1861. 
Frederick A. Klng, April 25, 1861. 

son, Benjamin; Loomis, Andrew; Lutz, Henry; 
Miller, IZodolphus; Martens, Frederick; Molden- 
Ilower, Ernest; M'artin, Otis P.; ~Mund. August; 
Moehl, Emil; McCormick. Seth;  Niglass, Ignatz; 
Nofziger, Jacob; Oberhauser, William; Pluffer, 
Cl~arles H.; Rollaman, Oscar; Schutte, Otto; 
Stutsman, Savier:  Schroeder, Louis; Schumatl, I7red- 

;econd, erick; Thomas, Jacob; Voris, Robert; Van Braner, 
John; Wills, Charles; Wetzland, Julius; Wetzland, 
Gustavus; Wasson. James T.; Wrage, Henry: Wil- 
son, Joseph T.; Zindle. George; Zeidler, lVil11am. 

SI<VENTI-I INFANTRY. 
COMPANY B. 

Sergeant. 
Dred, Richard W., enlisted February 24, 1865. 

Charles Reiss, April 25, 1861. Corporals. 
Snyder, David D.. April 25: 1861. 
Roehrig, Antony, April 25, 1861. Protsman. Jacob C., enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Caldwell, Samuel, April 25, 1861. Smith, William, enlisted February 20, 1865. 

Conroy, Aaron, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Macsicia~ts. Bunn, William C., enlisted February 23, 1865; 

Pierce, Henry C., April 25, 1861. promoted sergeant. 
Watton, Henry, April 25, 1861. Prizmates. 

Rauman, August, enlisted February 21, 1865. 
Privates. Eristol, James, enlisted February 21, 1865. 

Enlisted April 25, 1861. Anderson, Irwin; Babb, nristol, Cyrus, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Timothy; Bohn, John; Brauns, Otto; Carner, Law- Cornell, George, enlisted February 3, r865. 
rence; Christ. Carl M.; Commensenusich, David; Crowe, Isaac, enlisted February 23, 1Pa5. 
Fairke, Otto; Forrester, Asa B.; Frazer, Cl~astaise Curtis. Anson H., enlisted February 3.3, 1865. 
S.; Fry, Charles G.; Gray, William H.; Garsuch, Ely, Nathan J., enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Noah H.; Gilllard. John P. ;  Gindele, Francis; Falconer, Thomas, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Gruse, Gustavus; Gingrich, Jacob; Gilllg, Charles Ganclell, Charles, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
E.; Gaup, William; Greenleaf, Henry B.; Hetzel, Graves, Jasper, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Frederick; Hahle, Charles; Harrison, A. Y.; Hurd, Gray, John, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
George W.; Humphries, Tames; Irons, Charles D.: Gifford, John B., enlisted February 20, 1865; pro- 
Jackel, Amandus: July, Basil; Keen-er, Henry 13.; moted corporal. 
Karl, J o s e ~ h ;  Kluge, Gustavus; kolmbuck, Key- Ilaslench, loseph. enlisted February 21, 1865. 
nolds; Kellogg, John H.; Kuehnle, Joseph; T.aur- Hunter,  Abner M.. enlisted February 23, 1865. 
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Harlow, Moses, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Hinkle, William A., enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Isenburg, Samuel D., enlisted ,February 23, 1865. 
Jordan, John, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Johnson, Edgar, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Kampmier, William, enlisted February 21, 1865. 
Keller, Thomas, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Kennel, Frederick, enlisted February 23, 1865; 

corporal. 
Keyser, Dennis E., enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Kistner, Paul, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Lorins, Julius, enlisted February 24. 1865. 
Lorins, +Sugene, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Nicholas, William, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Regan, Henry, enlisted February 23. 1865. 
Shiplen, Henry F., enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Scoville, John, enliste? February 24, 1865. 
Sarver, Benjamin, enllsted February 20, 1865. 
Sessler, Emile, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Teufel, Christian, enl~sted February 23, 1865; 

promoted corporal. 
Teufel, Andreas, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Wagener, August, enlisted February 21, 1865. 
Yans, Charles, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Yates, John C., e ~ l i s t e d  February 20, 1865. 
Young, John B.. enlisted February 23, 1863. 

C ~ M P A N Y  1:. 
Prizate. 

Brannen, Henry, enlisted July 25, 1861. 

COMPANY G. 
Private. 

Houston, Francis, enlisted March 24, 1865. 

EIGHTH INFANTRY. 
Major. 

Lloyd Wheaton, commissioned July 25, 1863; pro- 
moted lieutenant colonel, September 23, 1865; pro- 
moted colonel but never mustered; mustered out 
as lieutenant colonel May 4, 1865. 

Adj~r ta~t t .  
Frederick A. King. 

Voris, Robert, enlisted July 25, 1861; transferred 
from Company E, July 25, 1861; reduced and re- 
transferred October I. 1862. Martin, Otis p., en- 
listed July zj, 1861; transferred from Company E, 
October I. 1862; reduced and retransferred No- 
vember 18, 1862. 

Hospital Steward. 
Iceener, I lenry H., enlisted January 5, 1864; 

transferred from Company L, March 14, 1864; mus- 
tered out May 4, 1866. 

COMPANY H. 
Rccrnit. 

Stead, William, enlisted February I, 1864. 

T~alzsferred fro11t Sez~c~ztccatl~ Ilzfawtry. 
Campbell, William, .enlisted February 15, 1864. 
Cross, \\'illlam, enhsted February z,  1864. 
Snyder, James. enlisted December 23, 1863. 

Tra~isferred front Elezewth Infalltry. 
Fleck, Martin, enlisted September 30, 1864. 
Miller, ,\nton, enlisted October 7, 1864. 

Drafted arzd Sztbstitzrte Recrzrits. 
Easton, Clark, enlisted Septelnber 26, 1864. 
Childs, Denjamin, enlisted September 27, 
Cliff, Richard, enlisted October 10, 1864. 
Grant, Winslow, enlisted September 26, 1864. 
Harriott, Ephraim, enlisted October I I. 1864. 
Wonder, John, enlisted October I I, 1864. 
Woods, Henry, enlisted October 11, 1864. 

COMPANY E. 
Captai?ts. I 

John Wetzel, commissianed Tuly 25, 1861. 
Lloyd Wheaton, con~missione'd hlarch 25, 1862; 

promoted major. 
Liezitena~zts. 

First, Lloyd Wheaton, commissioned July 25, 
1861 ; promoted. 

First. Frederick A. King, commissioned July 25, 
1861; promoted adjutant. - 

Second, Frederick A. King, commissioned March 

Sergcan ts. 
First, King, Frederick A., enlisted July 25, 1861; 

promoted second lieutenant. 
39artin. Otis P., enlisted July 25, 1861; pro- 

moted sergeant major, October I, 1861; reduced 
to ranks November 22, 1862; mustered out July 
30, 1864. 

Corporals. 
Brown, Benjamin W., enlisted July 25, 1861; 

promoted sergeant; transferred Veteran Relief 
Corps, September 15, 1863. 

Irons. Charles D., enlisted July 25, 186:; re- 
duced to ranks April, 1863; discharged April 24, 
1863; promotion in I.:ighty-sixth Illinois. 

\\'bane, John, enlisted July 25. 1861; promoted 
sergeant; discharged July 31, 1862; wounded a t  
Shiloh, 

hlol~neaux. Gold D., enlisted July 25, 1861; re- 
enlisted as veteran. 

lieener, Henry N., enlisted July 25, 1861; re- 
enlisted as veteran. 

Mlcsicial~. 
Walton. Henry H., enlisted July 25, 1861; mus- 

t e ~ e d  out July 30, 1864. 

llarrett, John, enlisted July 26, 1861. 
Beadle, Ira h., enl~sted July Zj, 1861. 
Uavles, John ,U., enl!sted July 25, 1861. 
L)uherst, 'Sl~on~as, enl~sted July 25, 1861. 
Laston, Charles S., enlisted July 25, 1861. 
tireenleat, Henry U., enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Masters, William J., ~,.:;stec! July 25, 1861. 
~\lcUevitt, John, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
hIcMurtrie, James, enllsted July zj, 1861. 
Meeds, John, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
O'Connors, Edward, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Peck, 'l'rtstam B., enllsted July 25, 1861. 
Kicher, George I-I., en!isted July 25, 1861. 
Simpson, Isaac H., enltsted July 25, 1861. 
Suodorf, George, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Sutter, Andrew, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Tulley, l'atrirk, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
I'idito, Henry, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Vorris, Robert C., enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Walsh, Thomas, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Wilson, Josel~h 'l'., enllsted July 25, 1861. 
Young, Howard, enlisted July 25, 1861. 

Recrzrits. 
Ash, Francis W., enlisted July 28, 1861. 
Brant, Jacob, enlisted August 20, 1861. 
Ueckman, Wllliam J., enlisted July 28, 1861. 
Burgest, Samuel, enlisted August 20, 1861. 
Uevore, William H., enlisted July 28, 1861. 
Emerson, Josel)h, enllsted July 28, 1861. 
Herr, Sheaff L., enlisted July 28, 1861. 
Kelley, Edward, enllsted July 28, 1861. 
lcelly, Peter, enlisted July 28, 1861. 
Llne, Ralph E., enlisted July 28, 1861. 
llowry, Williatn I-I., enlisted December 29, 1863. 
Pippin, Barnett M., enlisted September 30, 1864. 
Parker, Robert H., enlisted July 28, 1861. 
I'owers, John, enl~sted September 12. 1861. 
Shearer, Henry, enlisted July 28, 1861. 
\Vest, James, enlisted July 28, 1861. 
IVhite, Hiram, enlisted July 28, 1861. 
Wood, I'iralda, enlisted July 28, 1861. 
Wetmore, Henry, enlisted August 27, 1861. 
IVhane, Joseph H., enlisted December 27, 1863. 

Transferred froita Eiee~cftth Infantry. 
Cobb, George EI., enlisted January 3, 1864. 
I)avlis, Samuel, enlisted January 3, 1864. 
Kakoskie, Stanislaus, enlisted December IS, 1863. 
Stone, Joseph, enl~sted January I, 1864. 

Veterans. 
Bsant, Jacob, enlisted January 5 ,  1864. 
lieener, Henry hl., enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Masters, Wilburn J., enlisted January 5, 1864. 
llolineaux, Goldsmith D., enl~sted January 4, 

1864. 
COMPANY F. 

Recrtrits. 
Clark, David, enlisted August 18, 1861. 
Ines, Prank 13.. enlisted October 10, 1861. 
Nangel, Joseph, enlisted March I I, 1864. 

Veterans. 
Eensel, John E., January 5, 1864. 
Irons, Frank H., enlisted .?.larch 31, 1864. 
Waters. Wilson F., enlisted February I, 1864. 25, 1862; promoted. 



216 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY - 
COMPANY I. 
Sergeants. 

First, Kalambach, Rynold, enlisted July 25, 1861; 
discharged January I, 1863; disability. 

Smith, Dietrich, enlisted July 25, 1861; pro- 
moted second lieutenant. 

Schlag, William, enlisted July 25, 1861; pro- 
moted second lieutenant. 

Aubin, Albert, enlisted July 25, 1861; trans- 
ferred to First Mississippi Heavy Artillery U. S. 

Rrauns. Otto, enlisted July 25, 1861; promoted 
second Iieutenant. 

Corporals. 
Peffer, Charles, enlisted July 25, 1861 ; reenlisted 

as veteran. 
Guig. Basil. enlisted Tulv 2s. 1861: rjromoted - -  - , . 

sergeant. 
.%be]. Albert, enlisted July 25. 1861 ; discharged 

Mav 26. 1862; wounded Fort  Donelson. 
Steen, l'aul, enlisted Julv 2 5 ,  1861 : promoted - - 

sergeant July 30. 1864. 
Fulfs, August, enlisted July 25, 1861 ; promoted 

sergeant July 30, 1864. 
Niglass, l'nats, enlisted July 25, 1861 ; transferred 

to Sixth Illinois Cavalry December I, 1861. 
Kluge, Gustavus, enlisted July 25, 1861; killed at  

Fort Donelson February 15, 1862. 
Thomas, Jacob, enlisted July 25. 1861; reenlisted 

as veteran. 

Privates. 
Balser, Andreas, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Backman, John, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Comemish, Daniel, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Evans, Walter F.. enlisted July 25. 1861. 
17ellera, Tohn, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Geible, Henry, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Hugger, Gabriel, enlisted Tuly 25, 1861. 
Iverger, Lewis. enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Kuhule, Joseph, enlisted Tuly 25 1861. 
Knapp, Christian. enlisted -Tuly 2s: 1861. 
Lahr, Tobias, enlisted Jul; 25, 1861. 
Meyer, Henry, enlisted July 25. 1861. 
I'Iummers. Paul. enlisted Tulv 2 5 ,  1861. 
Mond. Aupust~is, enlisted Tuly 25. 1861. 
Kahenger. Jacob, enlisted Tuly 25, 1e61. 
Pleifer. Henry. enlisted Tulv 25; 1861. 
Schrader, August, enlisted Tuly' 25. 1861. 
Schweder, Adam, enlisted July 25, 1861. 
Streiback. Leo, enlisted Tuly 25, 1861. 
Walter. Phillip. enlisted Tuly 25, 1861. 
Zendell. Joseph, enlisted July 2.5. 1861. 

COMPANY I. 
Recrnits. 

Altmeyer. William, enlisted ;\ugust 2, 1861. 
Rurcheld. William, enlisted August 2, 1861. 
Burchard, Adam, enlisted August 9, 1861. 
h i t e l - ,  Casper, enlisted August 9, 1861. 
Branthner, John, enlisted August lo. 1861. 
Buttner, Jacob, enlisted August 19, 1861. 
Ihenaechter,  Melchor J., enlisted August 19, 

1961 
Garon, George. enlisted January I, 1864. 
Harsch, Adolph, enlisted August 19, 1861. 
Hamme, .John, enlisted August 19, 1861. 
Jackel, Amandus. enlisted August 8, 1861. 
Gordi, Jacob, enlisted August 19, 1861. 
Kolbatz. Edward, enlisted A u ~ u s t  19, 1861. 
Kohn. Franz, enlisted August 19. 1861. 
Kaechle, Andrew, enlisted August 9. 1861. 
Kalling, Alfred, enlisted Ausust  19, 1861. 
Lecberper, Peter, enlisted August I. 1861. 
Long, John, enlisted August 19, 1861. 
Menges. Tohn. enlisted Aucust 15, 1861. 
Ondessender. Matthias. enlisted August 19, 1861. 
Pfander. Charles. enlisted August 19, 1861. 
R~tzenger. Andrew, Aupust 10, 1861. 
Richter, Edward, enlisted .4ucust 2, 1861. 
Ringelle, Frederick. enlisted August 9. 1861. 
Stange. Henry. enlisted Aupust 9. 1861. 
Schronide. Charles. enlisted August 15, 1861. 
Shand, John, enlisted August IS, 1861. 
Schreurrnaun. Henry. enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Schoenthaler, Charles. enlisted August 12, 1861. 
Tell, William. enlisted Tanuarv I s. 1861. 
Treyens. John. e n l i s t e d - A U ~ U ~  1;' 1862 
Wilt, Henry C., August 12, 1861. 
Zenkel. John, enlisted August 19, 1861. 

Drafted and Substitute Recruits. 
Engel, Joseph, enlisted September 26, 1864. 

yamburg, Madison, enlisted October 11, 186~. 
Spen~ve,  Jacob. enlisted September 26, 186~. 
Mclienny, Michael, enlisted July g, 1861. 

Veterans. 
Basler, Andrew, enlisted February I, 1864. 
Duenaechter, Melchor, J., e.nlisted February 1. 

1864. 
tnsch,  Michael, enlisted I'ebruary I, 1864. 
Judig. Uasil, enlisted December 7, 1863. 
Juerger, Lewis, en isted Decembcr 25, ,863 
Kohn, Franz, enlisted February I ,  I J64. 
Rnapp, Christiap, c.nlis?ed February I ,  1864. 
Mummert, Paul, enlisted December 26, 1863. 
Ondessender, Matthias, enlisted February ., 186~. 
Pfandcr, Charles, enlisted December : 5, 1863. 
Ringelle, Frederick, enlisted February I, 1864. 
Richter, Edward, enlisted February 10, 1864. 
Schroend, Charles, enlisted January 5 ,  1864. 
Schonthaler, Charles, enlisted February I, 1864. 
Shand? John, enlisted February I, 1864. 
S t r e ~ b ~ c h ,  Leo, enlisted December 26, 1863. 
Thomas, Jacob, enlisted February I. 1864. 
Walter, Phi:ltp, enlisted February I, 1864. 

COMPANY K. 
Rerrliits. 

Brandt, Jacob, enlisted i\ugust 20, 1862. 
Cloud, George, enlisted August 24, 1862. 

Drofteti aitd Sl~bstitntc Recrztits. 
Jlinet-, Cyrus, enlisted September 26, 1864. 
Stubbs, John, enlisted September 27, 1864. 

Transferred from Sevsnteentlz Infalztry, 
-4ckern1an, William B., enlisted January 14, 1864. 
Blind, Philip. enlisted December 15, 1863. 
Reald. William H., enlisted February 16, 1864. 
Clumnings, William C., enlisted December I, 1863. 
I'orgarthy, Jeremiah, enlisted February 24. 1864. 
Galaway. George W., enlisted December I, 1863. 
JlcHenry, James, enlisted January 20, 1864. 
Mills, Samuel C., enlisted December 8, 1863. 

Drafted and Sz~bstitute Recrztits. 
I)upla.de, Williatn, enlisted September 26, 1864. 

NINTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY C. 

Lie l i t e?~n~~t .  
First, Oscar Rollman, commissioned July 26, 

1861; transferred to Invalid Corps, November 17, 
1863. 

Sergraizt. 
I-Iale, Charles, enlisted; killed at Shiloh, April 

6, 1862. 
Prizratr. 

Rauch, Thomas, discharged April 14, 1862. 

ELEVENTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY I. 

Private. 
Bright, George, enlisted September 25, 1861. 

CO'MPANY I<. 
C1nassigrted, Drafted and Substitttte Recrlcit. 

Righttinger, Parson H. ,  enlisted October 13, 
1864. 

TWELFTH INFANTRY. 
C O ~ ~ P A N Y  B. 

Drafted and Sztbstitute Recruit. 
Ragan, Weldon, enlisted September 30, 1864. 

COMPANY D. 
Drafted and Substitute Recruit. 

Broughten, Jeremiah, enlisted September 21, 1864. 

COMPANY H. 
Drafted and Substitute Recrttits. 

Farpo, Ralph G., enlisted September 30, 1864. 
McClayment, Alexander. 
Ragau, Wetdan, enlisted September 30, 1864. 

FOURTEENTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY C. 

Sergeant. 
Sallivan, James H., enlisted February 27, 1865; 

deserted March 18, 1865. 
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Corporals. 
Burnitt, William, enlisted February 23, 1865; 

sick at muster out. 
Perry, Stephen, enlisted February 24, 1865; mus- 

tered out September 16, 1865. 
Bovd. Tohn B., enlisted February 2.3, 186.3; mus- . - 

tered out September 16, 1865. 
Tilden. Edward, enlisted February 27. 1865; de- 

serted March 18. 1865. 

Privates. 
Brown, James, enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Cain, John, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Connor, John, enluted February 25. 1865. 
Doyle, James, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Dunn, John, enlisted February 25, 1865. 
Delay, Dennis, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Ellis, George B., enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Farley, John, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Furrell, Robert, enlisted February 27, 1865. . 
Galaway, Willlam, enlisted February 22, 1865. 
Gannon, Joseph, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Harland, George, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
King, Thomas, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Klllfayle, James, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Lewis, Henry J., enlisted February 24. 1865. 
Lineback, Freeman. enlisted February 22, 1865. 
McBride. James, enlisted February 22, 1865. 
Nacy, Thomas, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Newton, Needman, enlisted February 22, 1865. 
Ross Alexander enlisted February 27 186 j. 
Smith, William, enlisted February 25, 1865. 
Sommers, George W., enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Whalen, James, enl~sted February 27. 1865. 
Walsh, John, enlisted February 27, 1865. 

COMPANY E. 
Privates. 

Bennett, William, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Jones. Edward, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Lardner, Daniel, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Stanley, William, enlisted February 27, 1865. 

COMPANY G. 
Privates. 

Rruden. William, enlisted February 16, 1865. 
Dockstader, Jeremiah, enlisted February 20, 186 j. 
Warner, Thomas J., enlisted February 16, 1865. 
Zathlow, Charles, enlisted February 22, 1865. 

S IXTEENTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY I<. 

U?tassigr~ed Recrlrits. 
Cole, Francis, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Ewing, Joshua. enlisted March 22, 1865. 
Mack. John. enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Stewart, Enos J., enlisted February 27, 1865. 

SEVENTEENTH INFANTRY. 
The Seventeentll Regiment of Illinois Infantry 

Volunteers was mustered into the United States 
service at  Peoria, Illinois, &lay 24, 1861. Left 
camp on the 17th of June for Alton, Illinois, for 
the purpose of more fully completing its organi- 
zation and arming. Late in July it proceeded from 
Alton to St. Charles, Missouri, remaining but one 
day; thence went to Warrenton. RIissouri, where 
it remained in camp about two weeks. Company A 
being detailed as body guard to General Jolin 
Pope, with headquarters at  St. Charles. Regiment 
left Warrenton for St. Louis and embarked on 
transports for Bird's Point, Missouri. Remained 
at  Bird's Point some weeks, doing garrison duty; 
then proceeded to Sulphur Springs Landings; dis- 
embarking there it proceeded via Pilot Knob and 
Ironton. to Fredericktown, Missouri, in pursuit of 
General Jeff Thompson and joined General B. M. 
Prentiss' command at  Jackson, Missouri; thence 
proceeded to Kentucky and aided in the construc- 
tion of Fort  Holt; thence ordered to Elliott's 
Mil's; remained there a short time and returned 
to Fort  Holt;  thence to Cape Girardeau and with 
other regiments, was sent in pursuit of General 
Jeff Thompson's forces: ~articipated in the en- 
gagement near Greenfield, lost one man killed and 
several wounded: returned to Cape Girardeau, do- 
ing provost duty until early in February, 1862, 
when ordered to Fort Henry; participated in the 
engagement a t  Fort Donelson, losing several men 
killed. wounded and taken prisoners; then pro- 
ceeded to Metal Landing.. Tennessee river, and em- 
barked for Savannah. Tennessee; from thence to 

Pittsburgh Landing and was assigned to the First 
Division, -4rmy of West Tennessee, under General 
John A. McClernand; was engaged in the battles 
of the Sixth and Seventh of April; suffered great 
loss in killed and wounded; was with the advance 
to Corinth. 

After the evacuation of Corinth marched to 
Purdy, Bethel and Jackson, Tennessee; remained 
there until July 17, when the regiment was ordered 
to Bolivar and was assigned to duty as provost 
guard. Remained at  Bolivgr until November, 
1862, during which time it participated in the ex- 
pedition to Iuka, to reinforce General Rosecrans; 
afterward a t  the battle of Hatchie; returned again 
to Bolivar; remained there until the middle of 
November; then ordered to Lagrange to report to 
General Jolin .4. Logan; assigned to duty as  pro- 
vost guard, Colonel Norton being assigned to the 
command of the post; early in December marched 
to Holly Springs, thence to Abbyville, guarding 
railroads; thence to Oxford. 

After the capture of Holly Springs, was as- 
signed to Sixth Division. Seventeenth Army Corps 
under Major General McPherson; then proceeded 
via Moscow, to Collierville; from there to hfem- 
phis and was assigned to duty at  the navy yard. 
Remained there until January 16, then embarked 
for ITicksburg; reembarked and proceeded to Lake 
Providence. Louisiana, then the headquarters of 
the Seventeenth Army Corps, doing duty there 
until the investment of Vicksburg commenced. r2r- 
riving a t  Milliken's Bend on or about May I ,  
commenced to march across the Delta to Perkin's 
Landing. on the Mississippi river; thence to the 
crossing below Grand Gulf, advancing with hlc- 
Pherson's command, via Raymond, Champion Hills, 
Jackson. Big Block and to the final investment of 
\'icksburg. After the surrender of that city rc- 
mained there, doing garrison duty and makiny 
incursio~is into the enemy's country as far east as 
Meridian, west as far  as Monroe, Louisiana. He- 
turning to Vicksburg, remained until May, 1864, 
the term of service of the regiment exnirine Mav . - .  
24th of that year. 

The regiment was ordered to Springfield, Tlli- 
nols, for  muster out and finallv dischareed. when 
atid- where those of the originGl organi;atidn who 
did not reenlist as veterans were mustered out and 
discharged. A sufficient number not having reen- 
listed to entitle them to retain their regimental 
oraanization. the veterans and recruits whose term 
of service had not expired were consolidated with 
the Eighth Illinois Infantry Volunteers, and were 
finally mustered out with that regiment and dis. 
charged in the spring of 1866. 

Colort el. 
Addison S. Norton, commissione;l i'pril 2;. 1862; 

resigned Jnly g. 1863. 

.4djiltant. 
-4braliam IT. Ryan, commissioned May 25, 1861; 

promoted Captain Company A. 

Addison S. Norton, commissioned April 19, 1861 ; 
promoted lieutenant colonel. 

Abraham H. Ryan, commissioned April 25, 1862: 
term' expired June, 1864. 

Lictrtci~ar~ ts. 

First, Abraham H. Ryan, commissioned April 19, 
1861.; promoted adjutant. 

Flrst. George W. Robson, commissioned May 
zo, 1861; promoted Captain Company B. 

First. Edmund E. Ryan, commissioned April 25. 
1862; mustered out October 24, 1864. 

Second, George W. Robson, commissioned -4pril 
19. 1861; promoted. 

Second, Gawn Wilkins, commissioned April 25, 
1862; term expired June, 1864. 

Sergeants. 
First, Gerard S. Crane, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Gawn Wilkins, enlisted May 25. 1861. 
Frank S. Bishop, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
W~ll lam Reynolds, enlisted May 25, 1861. 

Corporals. 
E. E. Ryan, enlisted May 25, 1861; promoted 

first lieutenant. 
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John H. Comphor, enlisted May 25, 1861; di 
charged December 5, 1861. 

Aaron P. Gtlbert, enllsted May 25, 1861. 

Druozmer. 
John W. Wonder, enlisted May 25, 1861. 

Privates. 
Autcliff, Thomas H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Babcock, George C., Jr., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Barlett. Nicholas, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Barnes, James, enlisted May 25, 186:. 
Battersley, Kobert, -enlisted May 25, 186:. 
Barry, Richard, enlisted May 25; 1861. 
Bennett, Elliott G., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Bohn, Julius, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Brown, Ldward 'I., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Brown, Vincent, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Brown, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Buckholder, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Battie, Gordon, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Barton, Chauncey E, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Butt, Wlll~am I-I., enlistec! May 25, 1861. 
Clemmens, James W., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Cliffy, Richard, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Cobb, George, H., enltsted May 25, 1861. 
Oalley, Mar t~n ,  enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Davis, Samuel, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Dyer, Horace E., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Fisher, Wllliam, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Fisher, Albert C., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Flagler, Daniel H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Garlar, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Gunderlack, Charles R., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Grooms, Alfred S., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Harriett, Ephraim, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Hack, Alexander Mr., enltsted May 25, 1861:. 
Hamilton, Theodore F., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Howell, Alfred, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Hough, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Huey, Edward C, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
I-Iuey, James H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Johnson, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Johnson, Richard, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Johnson, Frederick, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Johnson, Heye, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Kellogg, Dennis, enhsted May 25, 1861. 
Kellogg, Solomon, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Reshpaugh, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Lamb, Frederick, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Lang, William H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Landon. Pred A., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Lazell, Joshua E., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Lemuel, Peter, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Miner, Justin L., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Mowell, David, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Myers. Harrison, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Nicholls, Charles L., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Olin, William H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
O'Neil, Patrick, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Fatten, John H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Piper, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Plumb, Henry, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Phoentx, Charles H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Raymn,  Eugene I<., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Ritter, Philip, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Reigle, Anton, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Reed, Robert, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Rook, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Ruley, Stanley, enlisted May 25, 1851. 
Simms, James A., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Smith. Wesle enlisted May 25. 1861. 
Smedtt, chary& enl~sted May 25, 1861. 
Shorkley, Millican, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Stillwell, Tohn H enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Stettman, 'James z., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Stone, Joseph, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Sykes. James.B ... enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Tamplin, Benjamln H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Thomas, William B., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Thompson, James, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Tw~egs ,  James. enl~sted May 25, 1861. 
Ulrich, William. enlisted May 25, 1861. 
VanTine, James H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Watson, Samuel, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Wheeler, Horatio, enlisted May 25. 1861. 
Wentlett. Peter, enlisted May 25. 1861. 
Woodruff. William A.. enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Woods, Henry A., enlisted hiay 25, 1861. 
Woolstein, Henry, enlisted May 25, 1861. 

Recruits. 
A l b r i ~ l ~ t ,  Frederick, enlisted May 25, 186r. 
Autcliff, Arthur T.. enlisted September 17, 1861 

s- Bush, George M., enlisted June 24, 1861. 
Broadman, John, enlisted May 28, 1861. 
Dodge, James, enllsted May 25, 1861. 
Dupam, Anton. enlisted November 23. 1863. 
Howell, Alfred, enlisted October 25, 1861. 
Jones, George H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Kelley, Lewls, enlisted July 5, 1861. 
Pfifer,  August, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Piper, James W., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Recter. PI1111 enlisted January 25, 1864. 
Schmunck, Zborge, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Spinling, William H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Woods, George E., enlisted October 25, 1862. 

Vetero tts. 
Cobb, George C., enlisted January 3, 1864. 
Davis, Samuel, enljsted January 3, 1864. 
Stone, Joseph, enl~sted January I, 1864. 

COMPANY B. 
Lieutenants. 

l;irst, John Hough, commissioned August 26, 
1861 ; resigned April 16, 1862. 

First, Albert W. Jones; commissioned April 16, 
1862; res~gned September 13, 1862. 

Second, Albert W. Jones, commissioned May 15. 
1861 ; promoted. 

Sergeaibt. 
Pollock, George W., enlisted May 25, 1861. 

Corfioral. 
Thurston, M7illiam, enlisted blay 25, 1861. 

Privates. 
Brick, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Brackett, Xlois, enlisted ,Way 25, 1861. 
Denton, Isaac, enlistcd May 25, 1861. 
Duremper, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Daily, Daniel, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Dav~dson, George, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Elliott, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Ellis, John H., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
lTalkenburg, 'I'homas J., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Francis, 'lhomas J'., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Galamo, J. W., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Glass, William E., enlisted May 25, 1861, 
Hartman, Augustus, enlisted Play 25, 1861. 
Jones, Job, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
L~therow, Williarn, enllsted May 25, 1861.- 
Mateland, John, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Morris, David, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Martin, James R., enlisted %lay 25, 1861. 
Riley, James, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Wickett, John B enlisted May 25. 1861. 
Willoughby, hf. z., enhsted May 25, 1861. 
Wagner, I., enlisted May zj, 1861. 

Recruits. 
Ackerman, William B., enlisted January 14, 1864. 
Dlind, Philip, enlisted December 1 5 ,  1863. 
Beal, William H., enlisted February 16, 1864. 
Britzenhart, John, enlisted May 26, 1861. 
Cross, William, enlisted February 2, 1864. 
Clemmens, William E., enlisted December I, 

1861. 
Davis, Oscar R., enlisted May 29, 1861. 
l'ogarty, Jeremiah, enlisted l'ebruary 24, 1864. 
Miller, Samuel C.,  enlisted December 8, 1863. 
McI-Ienry, James, enlisted January 20, 1864. 
AIcGrath, James, enlisted February 25, 1864. 

Veteran. 
Rakoskie, Stanislaus, enlisted December 15, 1863. 

CO'MPANY C. 
Recruits. 

Bayne, James, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Wisner, Jacob S., enlisted May 25, 1861. 

COMPANY D. 
Private. 

Price, ~ a m u e l ;  enlisted May 25, 1861. 

Recruits. 
Moore. James, enlisted June 22, 1861. 
~tlcli inney, Michael, enlisted July g, 1861. 

COMPANY E. 
Recruits. 

Brophy, Tames, enlisted June 15 .  1861. 
Bryati, JIoore. enlisted June 15, 1861. 
Berry, Terry, enlisted Jnne 24, 1861. 
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Bateman, James A., enlisted June 24, 1861. 
Carroll, Edwin, enlisted June 24, 1861. 
Howell, Israel, enlisted June 15, 1861. 
hIcGee, William T., enlisted June 15, 1861. 
Smith, Ol~ver ,  enlisted June 24, 1861. 
Wilson, Walter, enlisted June 24, 1861. 

COMPANY G. 
Privates. 

Scliell, William, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Borne. James, enlisted June 25, 1861. 
Towers, E. J., enlisted June 24, 1861. 

COMPANY H. 
Privates. 

Yates, William E., enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Law, Thomas J., enlisted May 28, 1861. 
Lowers, Calvin G., enlisted August 12, 1861. 

COMPANY I. 
Private. 

Workman, James M., enlisted May 25, 1861. 

Recruits. 
Kellcy, Lewis, enlisted June 24, 1861. 
Phelps, James M., enlisted June 24, 1861. 
Shuffield. Nelson M., enlisted June 26, 1861. 
Stead, William H., enlisted February I, 1864. 
Wright, \Villiam M., enlisted July I ,  1864. 

COMPANY K. 
Lieutenants. 

First, John Q. A. Jones, commissioned April 23, 
1861; died in service. 

Second, Andrew J. . Bruner, commissioned April 
24. 1861; d ~ e d  In servlce. 

Pric~atcs. 
Pfifesher, Raymond, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Warren, Aaron, enlisted May 25, 1861. 

Recrziit. 
Vandoran, Jacob, enlisted May 28, 1861. 

Unassigned Recr~iit. 
Campbell, William, enlisted February 15, 1864. 

I<IGFITEENTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY E. 

Privatc. 
IIanlan, Thomas, enlisted December 16, 1863. 

EIGHTEESTH INFANTRIr  (REORG-\NIZED). 
COMPANY E. 

filztsicinn. 
hlurphy, John, enlisted February 27, 1865. 

Privates. 
Mockhart, George, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
&looney, Peter, enl~sted 1:ebruary 25, 1865. 

COMPANY F. 
Lieittenant. 

First, George Foster, con~tnissioned Rlarch 16, 
1865; dishonorably dismissed June  29, 1865. 

Sergeant. 
McCoy, Michael, enlisted 3Iarch j, 1865; deserted 

March 23, 1865. 
Corporal. 

Campen, William H., enlisted March 8, 1865; de- 
serted March 26, 1865. 

Priuates. 
Buckley, Charles A., enlisted March 10, 1865. 
Clumer, Thomas, enlisted March 9, 1865. 
Coll i~~s ,  Murray, enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Curtis, George, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
llainise, George W., enlisted Marc11 6, 1865. 
Fairley, \Villiam, enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Frank, Nicholas, enlisted Rlarch 10, 1865. 
Morgan, Thomas, enlisted Rlarch 8, 1865. 
Miles, Michael, enlisted February 27, 186 j. 
Owen. John, enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Ryan, John, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Riley, John, enlisted March 11, 1865. 

COMPANY I. 
Dawson, Cornelius, enlisted February 28, 1865. 

Prirrates. 
Harper, Thomas, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
King, Lewis M., enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Miller, James D.. enlisted March I, 1865. 

TWENTIETH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY G. 

Drafted aizd Sllbstitl(te Recruit. 
Turnbull, Esquire, enlisted October 13. 1864. 

TWENTY-THIRD INFANTRY. 
COMPANY G. 

Recruit. 
Cronen. Timothy, enlisted June 21, 1862. 

TWENTY-FOURTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Captain. 
Alexander J. Kelfalusy, commissioned July 3, 

1862; term expired August 6, 1864. 

COMPANY 17. 

Liclrtcizarit. 
First, Alexander J. Kelfalusy, commissioned June 

29, 1861; promoted to captain Company A. 

Priesate. 
Wernick, William, enlisted July S, 1861. 

TWENTY-SEXTENTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY D. 

Recritrt. 
Anderson, George W., enl~sted September 29, 

1861. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY (CONSOL- 
IDATED). 
COMPANY G. 
Lictctenaitts. 

Second, Henry Lewis, con~missioned hlarcli 21, 
186 5 ; dishonorably dismissed, hlay 2, I 865. 

Second, Tliotnas Henderson, commissioned Au- 
gust 23, 1865; promoted. 

Sergeant. 
First, Thomas Henderson, enlisted Marcli 15, 

1865; promoted to second lieutenant. 

Corporal. 
Canady, William R., enlisted March 8, 1865; as  

corporal; mustered out March 8, 1865. 

Mzcsician. 
Gaylor, John L., enlisted March 8, 1865, as  musi- 

cian; died a t  Cairo, April 2, 1865. 

Privates. 
Howe, George W., enlisted AIarch 8, 1865. 
Corber, Con., enlisted LIarch 14, 1865. 
lcelley, Samuel, enlisted March 16, 1b65. 
Curley, James, enlisted March I I, 1865. 
Lewis, Henry, enlisted i\larch 14, 1865. 
Lewis, Robert, enlisted March 14, 1865. 
Mulligan, Thomas S., enlisted March 14, 1865. 
Alorrissey, Michael, enlisted March 14, 1865. 
Norton, Charles, enlisted March 14, 1865. 
Price, David A., enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Sherer, Hurdy Hill, enlisted March 11, 1865. 
Thompson, Abram B,., enlisted March 14, 1865. 
Wise, David B., enlisted March 8, 1865. 

TWENTY-NINTH INFAXTRY. 
COMPANY E. 

Recruit. 
Jones, Martin L., enlisted August 31, 1864. 

COMPANY K. 
Sergeair t .  

William R. Brown, enlisted August 24, 1861; mus. 
tered out August 28, 1864; term expired. 

C ~ M P A N Y  G. Priraate. 
Pricotcs. Garner, George \V., e~llistcd .\ugust 24, 1861 ; 

Ryan, William, enlisted February 27, 1865. mustered out August 28, 1864; term expired. 
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COMPANY G. 
Recruits Transferred froin Eighty-sixth Infantry. 

Frank, Henr enlisted December zg, 1863. 
Holtmeyer. fbseph W., enlisted December 17, . - 

1863. 
Preston, John R., enlisted December 29, 1863 
Preston, David, enlisted December zz, 1863. 

COMPANY I. 
Recrziits transferred fro?n Eighty-sixth Infantry. 
Green, Andrew S., enlisted December 21, 1864. 
Glasford, John, enlisted December 28, 1864. 
Glasford, George, enlisted December 28, 1864. 
ICelley, Nelson, enlisted February 21, 1865. 
petty, Ezekiel, enlisted December 28, 1864. 
Petty, John R., enlisted December 28, 1864. 
Sayler, William C., enlisted January 25, 1864. 

COMPANY K. 
Transferred from Eighty-si.rth Infantry. 

Reardon, Charles, enlisted March 25, 1865. 
Anderson, Joseph, enlisted January 30, 1865. 

Unassigned, Drafted and S~ibstittite Recruits. 
Farrell, John, enlisted March 21, 1865. 
Flynam, Thomas, enlisted March 21, 1865. 

THIRTY-FIFTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY B. 

Corporal. 
Bradley, Seymour W.. enlisted July 3, 1861, as 

corporal; mustered out September 27, 1864, a s  pri- 
vate. 

THIRTY-SIXTH INFIZNTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Drafted and Sztbstitute Recrztit. 
Wilder, George F., enlisted September 26. 1864. 

COMPANY B. 
Veteragf. 

McGee, Joseph, enlisted Jatluary I, 1864. 

COMPANY C. 
Drafted and Szibstit~rte Recruits. 

Icepsah, Michael, enlisted October XI, 1864. 
Roleum, Julius, enlisted October 17, 1864. 

COMPANY D. 
Drafted and Sttbstitzrte Recruits. 

Nolan, Thomas, enlisted September 27, 1864. 
Laison, William, enlisted October 12, 1864. 

COMPANY I. 
Drafted and Substitute Recruits. 

Miller, Joseph. enlisted October 11, 1864. 
Strange, Henry, enlisted October 11, 1864. 

Unassigned Recruits. 
Williams. William S., enlisted February 28, 1864. 
Benton, Charles, enlisted February 28, 1864. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY 4.  

Privates. 
Ennis, John, enlisted July 15, 1861. 
Howey, Thomas, enlisted Tuly IS, 1861. 
Rollins, Gilbert, enlisted July 15, 1861. 
Sheehan, Thomas, enlisted July IS, 1861. 

THIRTY-NINTH INFANTRY. 
CO'MPANY G. 

Privates. 
Borchers, Hermanus, enlisted August 30, 1861. 
Klumpp, William, enlisted August 30, 1861. 
Klumpp, Jacob, enlisted September 4. 1861. 

FORTY-SECOND INFANTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Private. 
Carter, James W., enlisted August 21, 1861. 

COMPANY C. 
Drafted and Substitute Recruit. 

Bune, John, enlisted October 13, 1864. 

COMPANY E. 
Swan, William, enlisted January I. 1864. 

COMPANY F. 
Private. 

Cook, James H., enlisted July 29, 1861. 

Drafted and Substitute Recruit. 
Riteman, William H. ,  enlisted September 27, 1864. 

COMPANY H. 
Drafted and Substitute Recrrrit. 

Caswell, Chester B., enlisted September 27, 18-. 

COMPANY I. 
Privates. 

Thilieg, Christian F., enlisted Tanuarv I, 1864. 
Bennett, William H., enlisted A U ~ U S ~  IS, 1861. 

FORTY-THIRD INFANTRY. 
COMPANY D. 

Drafted and Substitute Recrtiit. 
Clauson, Hein G., enlisted September 26, 1864. 

COMPANY G. 
Woolenmann, John, enlisted September I, 1861. 

COMPANY H. 
Drafted and Substitute Recrzrit. 

Faul, John. enlisted September 26, 1864. 

FORTY-THIRD INFANTRY (CONSOLIDATED). 
CO'MPANY K. 

Private. 
Carroll, Timothy, enlisted March 30. 

FORTY-FOURTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Privates. 
Schrader. Charles, enlisted Tuly I, 1861. 
Wirth. Frederick, died a t  Rolla, Missouri, Decem- 

ber 21. 1861. 
Birleinbach, John, enlisted July I, 1861. 

COMPANY E. 
Captaiga. 

Ernest Moldenhawer, commissioned February 6. 
1862; died of wounds. January 16, 1863. 

Lieutenants. 
First, Ernest Moldenhawer, commissioned Decem- 

ber 27, 1861; promoted. 
Second, Ernest Moldenhawer, commissioned Au- 

. gust 14. 1861; promoted. 

Private. 
Nichaus, Franz, enlisted September I, 1861. 

Lieutenant. 
Second, William Gebhardt, commissioned August 

14, 1861; resigned January 16, 1862. 

Corporal. 
Henrich Wilz, enlisted September I, 1861; ser- 

geant, transferred to Invalid Corps. 

Privates. 
Buchrig, Christian C. 
Degermeyer, George, enlisted September I, 1861. 
Haager, Julius, died February I, 1863. 
Heinz, Philip, enlisted September I. 1861. 
Hisch, Fred W., enlisted September I, 1861. 
Meder, August, enlisted September I, 1861. 
Meyer, Christian, enlisted September I. 1861. 
Romann. Peter, enlisted September I, 1861. 
Vogel, Lewis. enlisted September I, 1861. 
Weth, Frederick, enlisted July I, 1861. 

Veterans. 
Bohmann, Peter, enlisted September I, 1864. 
Duermeyer, George. enlisted January I, 1864. 
Kennel, Andreas, enlisted January I, 1864. 
Klassert, William, enlisted January I, 1864. 

Recruits. 
Albers, Henry, enlisted March 30. 1860. 
Buchler. Johannus. 
Rerge. Rurkhad. 
Denzel, Lewis. 
Essig, George. 
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Schmidt, Carl. 
Stephen, Joseph. 
Zugg, l'lorian. 
Stanberg, Max, enlisted January zg, 1864. 

F O R T Y - F I F T H  INFANTRY. 
COMPANY B. 

Private. 
Dresser, Charles W., enlisted October 2, 1861. 

F O R T Y - S I X T H  INFANTRY.  
COMPANY I. 

Recruits transferred from Eleventh Zl l inois i t~fantr~.  
Hunter ,  John D., enlisted October 7, 1864. 
Huber, George, enlisted October 7, 1864. 
Mauel, Frank,  enlisted October 12, 1864. 
Vickery, Chester, enlisted October 12, 1864. 
Clay, Charles H., enlisted March 4, 1864. 

F O R T Y - S E V E N T H  INFANTRY.  

The  Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry Volunteers 
was first organized and mustered into t h e  service 
of the United States at  Peoria, Illinois, on  the 16th 
day of August, 1861. 

September 23, 1861, the regiment moved, by ,rail 
from Peoria to St. Louis, ~Missouri, gomg ~ n t o  
quarters  a t  Benton Barracks, near the city, where 
i t  was clothed and  armed complete; remained in 
Benton Barracks, undergoing a thorough drilling 
daily until t h e  9 th  day of October, when i t  moved 
by rail to Jeffers0.n City, Missouri, where it re- 
mained, doing garrison duty until the zad of De- 
cember, when i t  moved by rail to Otterville, Mis- 
sour], remaining there drilling and doing garrisotl 
duty until February zd,  1862, when i t  marched 
north to t h e  'Missouri river; crossing a t  Boone- 
ville, marched down the north side of the  river t~ 
St. Charles, where i t  arrived February 18; crossed 
the river a t  St. Charles and moved by rail to  St. 
Louis, where i t  embarked on the steamer MLar 
Eagle and moved down the  river, arriving at  Cairo 
February 23d. 

February 25th it moved back up the river thirty 
miles to Commerce, Missouri, where the regirllent 
disembarked and  joined Pope's command, then pre- 
paring for a campaign against Island No. 10 and 
New Madrid. Marched from Benton, Missouri, 
March zd, arr iving in f ron t  of the enemy's works 
at  New  madr rid, March 4th. 

O n  the night ,of Marc11 loth, the regiment with 
the  Eleventh M~ssour i  Infantry marched ten miles 
below New  madr rid, taking with them a battery of 
light artillery to  Point Pleasant, blockading the 
river and cutting off the enemy's coqmunication b y '  
river below New Madrid and Island No. 10. Here  
the regiment was brigaded with the ICleventh Mis- 
souri Infantry Volunteers, Twenty-sixth Regiment 
Illinois Volunteers and the Eighth Regiment Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and placed under command of 
Brigadier General Joseph B. Plummer. Remained 
a t  Point  Pleasant encamped In a disagreeable 
swamp. with continflal heayy rains, until the 7th 
day of April. 

The  enemy hav'ing evacuated New Madrid on 
the  night of the 5th of April, the repiment marched 
with the  brigade up to  New Madrid on the 7th, 
a n d  on  the 9th were paid four months' pay by 
Major Withrell. 

O n  the morning of April 10th the regiment em- 
barked on board the  steamer Aleck Scott and pro- 
ceeded with the  enemy down the river nearly to 
Fort  Pillow, returninp on  the morning of the 11th 
a n d  disembarked a t  Tiptonville, Tennessee, twenty 
miles below New Madrid. April 12th reembarked 
and  moved u p  the river to Cairo, drew clot l~ing and 
took on  coal, and on the night.oJ the 20th moved 
u p  the Tennessee rlver, arrlvlng a t  Hamburg 
Landing. Tennessee, on the  morning of April 22d, 
disembarked a n d  encamped near the  river. 

During the  followinrr fifteen days the regiment 
accompanied General Pope's army in i ts  advance 
in  the  direction of the enemy's position around 
Corinth. A portion of the way it had to  construct 
corduroy roads through extensive swamps. O n  the 
9th of Mav i t  was  engaged at Farmineton. Mlssis- 
sippi, in which enpagement Lieutenant Colonel Dan- 
iel L. Miles was killed. O n  the 28th of May the 
reniment participated in  a n  enpagement near Cor- 
inth. O n  the night of May 29th the enemy evacu- 
ated Corinth and  the regiment accompanied Gen- 
eral Pope's army in pursuit of their retreating 

forces as far  as  Bonnesville, klississippi, returning 
to Camp Clear Creek, six miles south of Corinth, 
June  11, 1862, where, in a few days, the regi. 
ment received two months' pay from Major Etting. 

O n  the 3? of July the regiment marched to 
Rienzi, Missrssippi, remain~ng there u~i t i l  August 
18, on wl~ich day Colonel John Uryner took leave 
of the regiment, his resignation having been ac. 
cepted o n  account of poor health; August 18th 
broke Camp Rienzi and  marched to T ~ \ s c u m b i ~  
Alabama, rejoining the  brigade on  the road, arrivl 
ing there August 22d, and on  the 24th received 
two months' pay from Major Hempstead. 

Marched from Tuscumbia September 8th and ar- 
rived a t  Camp Clear Creek, September 14th. l i f t  
Clear Creek on  the  morning of the 18th and 
marched toward Iuka, Rilississippi; particilxited in 
the battle of Iuka on the 19tl1, where the army 
under General Rosecrans defeated the enemy's 
forces under General Sterling L'rice. I n  this en- 
gagenlent Major John Cromwell was taken 1)risoner. 
Followed the retreating army of the enemy one day 
and  then returned to Corinth, arriving there on the 
3d of October and took part in  the battle of Cor- 
inth, October 3d and 4th. I n  the engagement of 
the  3d the  brave and honored Colonel \\'illian~ A. 
Thrush was killed while bravely leading his com- 
mand in a charge. Captain 1)avid De Wolf of 
Company I< was killed. Captain Harman i\ndrews 
was severely wounded and taken ~ ~ r i s o n e r .  The 
regiment lost in this engagement thirty killed and 
over one hundred wounded. 

After  this engagement the regiment accompanied 
General Hosecran's army in pursuit of Price and 
Van Dorn's defeated army, following them tu Kip- 
ley, Mississippi, so closely a s  to cause them to 
abandon some of their  artillery and nearly all 
their wagons and equipage. 

I 
O n  the 14th of October the regiment returned 

with the army and encamped near Corinth until 
November 2d, when i t  nlarcl~ed to Grand Junction, 
Tennessee, and joined General Grant's expedition 
into. central Rlississippi; t~~archecl to Oxford, Xis- 
s ~ s s ~ p p ~ ,  with the army and returned to  Grand 
Junction, Tennessee, January I ,  1863. 

January 8 th  marched from Grand Junction by way 
of Bolivar, Tennessee, for Corinth, January 26th, 
to Ridgeway Station, Tennessee. where the regi- 
ment remained guarding the railroad, until March 
~ z t h ,  when it marched to hiemphis. Tennessee, and 
embarked on board the steamer Empress for the 
v'icinity of \'icksburg; remained near I-Ielena, Xr- 
kansas, ten days and again moved down *the river, 
disembarking on the 1st of April at  Iluckport, 
twelve miles above Vicksburg. Here  the duties of 
the  men were various-guard duty, loading and 
unloading steamboats, digging on a canal and con- 
trivin- the best plans at  their hands to keep from 
repos~ng in water at  night. 

O n  the 2d of May the regiment marched with 
the army down the west side of the lfississippi 
rlver, crossing it a t  Grand Gulf, and  with the 
Fifteenth Army Corps. then commanded by General 
Sherman, marched to Jackson, Mississippi, where, on 
the 14th of R a y ,  1863. it participated in the engage- 
ment which resulted in the capture of the city. 
O n  the morning of the  16th was rear guard. On 
leaving the  city, Colonel Cromwell, then cotnmand- 
ing regiment. rode back to  see if a detachment of 
troops left behind to  bring up stragglers, were 
doing their duty, when a body of rebel cavalrymen 
came up between him and  his command and called 
on him to surrender, w11icI1 he refused to do and 
tried to escape, but was killed in the attempt. 
several bullets passing through his body. 

The  regiment participated in the charge on the 
enemy's works at. Vicksburg May zzcl, losing twelve 
men killed and  quite a number wounded. During 
the siege of Vicksburg, Major John D. McClure 
received a severe wound. O n  the 4th of June the 
regiment participated with the brigade under com- 
mand of General Joseph A. 3Iower. in the defeat 
of a force of the enemy a t  Mechanicsville, Mis- 
sissippi, thirty miles f rom Vicksburg, near the Yazoo 
rlver. After  the fall of Vicksburg, during the 
months of August, September and October, the 
regiment encamped a t  Bear Creek, twenty miles east 
of' Vicksburg. 

I n  the  middle of November, 1863, the  regiment 
moved u p  the river to hfetnphis. Tennessee, and 
from thence to  Lagrange, Tennessee, guarding the 
Memphis and Charleston line of railroad. A por- 
tion of the time, however, was occupied scouting 
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after the rebel General 1:orrest's command. On 
the 26th of January, 1864, left Lagrange and ar-  
rived at Memphis, January 28th. February 1st 
embarked on board steamer for Vicksburg, where 
it arrived February gd and went into camp a t  Black 
River Bridge, twelve miles from Vicksburg. F e b  
ruary zgd marched to Canton, Mississippi; returned 
to Black River, March 3d and to Vicksburg, March 
7th, where it embarked on the 10th on board steamer 
Mars for the Red River Expedition; was present 
at the capture of Fort  DeRussey, Louisiana, March 
14th. 

Participated in the battle of Pleasant Hill. Louisi- 
ana, April 9, 1864. During this expedition the 
regiment was under fire several times and suffered 
many very severe hardships. On the zzd of May 
the regiment arrived, with General S~nlth's com- 
mand, a t  Vicksburg, having been for three months 
engaged in as tedious and fatiguing a campaign 
as has ever fallen to the lot of any army to undergo. 

June 5th the regiment embarked for. Memphis; 
tnoved up the river to Lake Chicot, disembarked, 
moved inland and came in contact with a force 
of the enemy under General Marmaduke, who was 
defeated and completely routed. Regiment lost in 
this engagement eleven men killed and quite a 
number wounded. Major Miles received almost 
a fatal shot in the neck and Captain Biser was 
killed. The regiment then proceeded to llemphis 
and accompanied General A. J. Smith to Tupelo, 
Mississippi, with the exception of ten men who 
had reenlisted, numbering about one hundred, who 
left the regiment in A~loscow, Tennessee, and went 
to Illinois on veteran furlough. 

The veterans returned to the regiment on the 
8th of August and with the regiment accompanied 
General A. J. Smith's expedition to Oxford, Mis- 
sissippi; returned to Memphis, August 27, 1864. 
The original term of service of the regiment hav- 
ing expired, it was ordered to Springfield, Illinois, 
where it was finally discharged October 11, 1864. 
The veterans and recruits of the regiment number- 
ing 196 men left Memphis, September 2, 1864, un- 
der command of Lieutenants Edward Bouhaln and 
Roval Olmstead, accompany in^ General Mower's es- 
pedition up White river, to l3rownsville, Arkansas, 
and from there marched north into Missouri after 
the rebel General Price's army, which was raiding 
in that state. Arrived at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, 
October 4th. and took steamer for Jefferson City, 
October 6th, arriving at  Tefferson City on the 
15th: thence moved by rail to Ottervllle; thence 
marched to Warrensburg, where it arrived October 
26th; left Warrensburg by rail for St. Louis, No- 
vember 2d; arrived at  St. Louis on the 4th. Prom 
St. Louis the veteran detachment was ordered to 
Chicago. Illinois, November gth, 1864, to assist 
in quelling any riot, sl~occld there be any on the 
day of election. Their services not being required, 
they were ordered to report to the suoerintendent 
of 'recruiting service a t  Springfield, Illinois. and 
were stationed at Camp Butler, where. on the 28th 
of November. it received 200 drafted men and a 
battalion of four full companies was organized and 
Lieutenant Rouliam commissioned as maior. and 
Lieutenant Olmstead commissioned a s  captain of 
Company A. December ~d the command was or- 
dered to the field. report in^ by way of St. Louis 
to General Rosecrans. A t  St. Louis the order was 
modified and its destination changed to Louisville, 
Kentucky; from here it was ordered to Rowling 
Green, Kentucky, where it remained till January 
27, 1865, when it moved by rail to Nashville, thence 
down the Cumherland and up the Tennessee river 
to Eastport, Mississippi. where it reiolned its old 
brigade-Second Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth 
Army Corps-accompanying it to New Orleans. 
thence to Mobile Bay, taking part in the reduction-of 
Spanish Fort. While laying in front of Span~sh 
Fort, six additional companies arrived from Spring- 
field, Illinois, making the organization once more 
complete. After the fall of Mobile the regiment 
marched with the Sixteenth Corps to  Montgomery, 
Alabama, where it arrived April 25, 1865. De- 
cember 31, 1865, the reg~ment was stat~oned at  
Selma, Alabama. Mustered out January 21, 1866, 
at Selma and ordered to Soringfield, Illinois, where 
it received final pay and discharge. 

Colonels. 
John Bryuer, commissioned July 27, 1861; re- 

signed September 2, 1862. 
William A. Thrush, commissioned September 2, 

1862; killed in battle before Corinth, October 3, 
I 862. 

John N. Cromwell, commissioned October 3, 1862; 
killed in battle at  Jackson, Mississippi, May 16, 1863. 

John D. McClure, commissioned hfay 16, 1863; 
term expired October I I ,  1864. 

Liezctenaitt Colonel. 
William A. Thrush, commissioned May 9, 1862; 

promoted. 
Majors. 

William A. Thrush, commissioned August 25, 
1861 ; promoted. 

John N. Cromwell, commissioned hfay g, 1862; 
promoted. 

John D. McClure, commissioned October 31, 
1862; promoted colonel. 

Adjtitant. 
Rush W. Chambers, commissioned August 24, 

1861; promoted major. 

Q~rartcrrnastcr. 
Samuel- A. A. Law, commissioned August 8, 1863; 

term explred 1864. 

Sz~rgeons.  
George L. Lucas, commissioned August 14, 1861; 

term expired September 19, 1864. 
First Assistant, Timothy Babb, commissioned Au- 

gust 14, 1861; resigned August 13, 1863. 

Chaplain. 
Jeremiah Hazen, commissioned September zo, 

1861; resigned November I, 1862. 

Sergeant Major.  
William E. IZuhn, enlisted August 20, 1861; pro- 

nroted second lieutenant Company F. 

Qztartermaster sergeant .  
Edward E. Tohey, enlisted September 8, 1861, pro- 

moted second lieutenant Company G. 

Principal Musicians. 
James D. Wonden, enlisted August 14, 1861; dls. 

charged Augtist 25. 1862; disability. 
Henry C. Pierce, enlisted August 14, 1861; dis- 

charged April 18, 1863. 

Tohn N. Cromwell, commissioned August 25. 
1861; promoted major. 

Converse Southard, commissioned Rlay g, 1862; 
resigned October 29, 1862. 

John T. Rowen, commissioned October 29, 1862; 
term expired October 11, 1864. 

Liczttcrtants. 
First. Converse Southard, commissioned August 

25. 1861; promoted. 
First. Tohn T. BouFen. commissioned Tune 17. . . 

1862; promoted. . 
First. William W. Poole, commissioned October 

zg, 1862; term expired October 11, 1864. 
Second, John T. Bowen, commissioned May g, 

1862: nromoted. 
Sergeaitt .  

First. John T. Bowen, enlisted August 16, 1861; 
promoted second lieutenant. 

Corporals. 
Jacob J. Crook, enlisted August 16, 186.1; mus- 

tered out October I I.  1864. as  private: reduced 
a t  his own request. 

James Parr,  enlisted August 16, 1861; mustered 
out October 11. 1 8 6 ~ .  as nrivate: reduced at his 
own request. 

William W. Poole, enlisted August 16, 1861; 
promoted first lieutenant. 

Simpson L o ~ a n ,  enlisted September 20, 1861; 
mustered out October 11, 1864. 

Prizlates. 
Blair, Alexander, enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Burgland, Frederick, enlisted August 16, 1861. 

Batchor, Neal,. enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Crank, Charles R., enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Cole, Samuel W.. enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Dutton, Isaac, enlisted August 16, 1861. 
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Sergeatzts. 
First, George H: Carter, enlisted August 18, 1861; 

promoted second Ileutenanb. 
William C. Goncher, enlisted August 21, 1861; 

discharged December 8, 1862; disability. 
Patrick Curran, enl~sted August 21, 1861; mus- 

tered out August I I, 1864, as private. 
Moody W. Lowe, enllsted August 21, 1861 ; dis- 

charged October 24, 1862; disability. 

Corporals. 
Henry Swartwood, enlisted August 21, 1861 ; mus- 

tered out October 11, 1864, as sergeant. 
John Noonan, enlisted August 21, 1861; mustered 

out October 11, 1864. 
James Swartwood, enlisted August 21, 1861; dis- 

charged December I 7, 1861 ; disability. 

1 Musicians. 
John Joyce, enlisted August 21, 1861; discharged 

November 21, I 862; disability. 
Edward Fisher, enllsted August 21, 1861; dis- 

charged April 9, 1862; disability. 

Privates. 
Bulaw, Patrl tk l?., enlisted :\ugust 21, 1861. 
Burns, Nicholas, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Bair, David, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Eogan, John, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Cunningham, James. enl~sted August 21, 1861. 
Carnick, Joseph H., enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Conely, Francls, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Cochran, Joseph, enlisted August 21, 1861. 

I Collerige, Job, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Carrey, Larius, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Ilempsey, Frank, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Donnely, Patrick, enlisted August 21, 1461. 
Dagan, John, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Dennegan, James, enlisted August 21, 1861. 

I Ew~ng,  Noah M., enlisted August 21, 1861. 
I Gaffney, James, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
I Galvin, Patrick., enlisted August 21, 18G1. 
, Hollihan, Dennls, August 21, 1861. 
/ Hawkins, William, enlisted August 21, 1861. 

Huffman, Charles, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Hampton. George S.. enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Kelley, William, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Kyle, John, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Leisenburge, John, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
McLaughlin, Peter J., enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Lonsdale, Ellis, enl~sted August 21, 1861. 
Merrick, Alonzo W., enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Maily, Itlichael, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
McDermott, James, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
hIcCarty, Jeremiah, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Murphy, William, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
McDermott, John, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Moreton, Henry, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Morgan, Edward, enl~sted August 21, 1861. 
NcIntyre. James, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Norton, Henry, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Perry, Peter, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Porter, William, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Powell, John, enllsted August 21, 1861. 
Ryan, John. enlisted August 21. 1861. 
Ryan, Patrick, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Rether, Joseph, enlisted August 21. 1861. 
Swartwood. William, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Sundren. Charles, enllsted August 21, 1861. 
Shaw, Owen W., enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Snyder, Nicholas, enlisted August 21. 1861.. 
Smith, John, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Trempe, Isaac, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Willis, Jackson, enlisted August 21, 1861. 
Walker. Augustus, enlisted August 21, 1861. 

Veterans. 
Bcare, David, enlisted February 22, 1864. 
Hampton, George S.. enlisted February 22, 1864. 
McLoughlin, Peter J., enlisted February 22, 1864. 
Ryan, Patrick, enlisted February 22, 1864. 
Swartwood, William, enlisted February 22, 1864. 

COMPANY G .  
Wagoner. 

Sturman, William L., enlisted A~!gust 16, 1861; 
discharged December g, 1862; disab~lity. 

Privates. 
Alfolder, Samuel, ctilisted August 16. 1861. 
Bixler, Samuel, enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Bower, Martin, enlisted August 16, 1861. 
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Baley, Daniel. enlistecl August 16, 1861. 
Miller, Robert F., enllsted August 16, 1861. 
Maurice, Adam, enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Putman. Judson. enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Reed, Thomas R., enlisted August 16, 1861. 
Seely, William, enllsted August 16, 1861. 
W~lson, Cennett, enlisted August 16, 1861. 

Recruits. 
Byme, Edward, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Strum, T. Jefferson, enlisted August 27, 1861. 
Stone, Stephen, enlisted September 19, 1861. 

COMPANY H. 
Sergeants. 

Rogers, Eli B., enlisted September I, 1861; dis- 
charged October 24, 1862; disability. 

Gordon, William, enlisted September I ,  186 I ;  
discharged October 10. 1863; disability. 

Williams, Charles, died at  R~dgway Station, July 
24, 1863. 

Corporals. 
Levi R. Adkinson, enlisted September I ,  1861; 

died a t  Rienzi, Mississippi, July 10, 1862. 
Samuel Gordon, enlisted September I ,  1861; 

mustered out October 11. 1864. 

Wagoner. 
Mahlon BIcGowen, enlisted September I ,  1861; 

discharged September 29, 1862; disability. 

Privates. 
Bailey, Johi~ ,  enlisted September I, 1861. 
Bailey, Richard, enlisted September I, 1861. 
Dickison, John, enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Drummond, John P., enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Dumbelle, William I-I., enlisted September I, 1861. 
Drum. Patrick, enlisted September I, 1861. 
Elson. John, enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Flemming, Michael, enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Fenens, William, enlisted September I, 1861. 
Harlan, Tohn, enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Harlan. Joseph, enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Hall, George, enlisted September I, 1861. 
Holeman, Samuel K. I?., enlisted September 1, 

1861. 
Hendrick, Toel, enlisted September I .  1861. 
Johnson, ~ ' a t h a n ,  enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Kingdon, John, enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Kingdon, Tames, enlisted September I, 1861. 
Keough, Thomas, enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Moore Xolin T., enlisted September I ,  1861. 
RIendall, David. enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Aioffitt, Aaron C., enlisted September I, 1861. 
O'Connor. James, enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Pl~alan ,  hlichael. enlisted September I ,  1861. 
Sutherland, Jacob, enlisted September I .  1861. 
Smith, Tohn, enlisted September 1. 1861. 
Staples, Silas. enlisted September I ,  1861. 

Vetet a11s. 
Bailey, Jolln. enlisted February 22, 1864. 
Kingdon, John, enlisted Februarv 22. 1864. 
Kingdon, James. enlisted February 22, 1864. 
Moffitt, Aaron C., enlisted February 22. 1864. 

Recruits. 
I3rown. George, enlisted 4 u ~ u s t  14, 1862. 
Dimon. Tacob, enlisted September 14, 1862. 
Hall. Gilbert, mustered out November I ,  1864. 
Hartley, Daniel. enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Harlan. Tames P., enlisted August 2, 1862. 
Martin, David A,, enlisted August 9, 1862. 

COMPANY I. 
Wagoner. 

William D. Bell, enlisted September 4. 1861; 
killed a t  Jefferson Cit?. AIissouri. November 6, 
1861; run over by a wagon. 

Privates. 
Behymer, Henry M., enlisted September 4. 1861. 
Cox, Joseph, enlisted September 4. 1861. 
Dredeo, John C., enlisted September 4, 1861. 
Kershaw. John, enlisted September 4. 1861. 
Miller, George M., enlisted September 4, 1861. 
Macon, John, enlisted September 4. 1861. 
Nelson, Thomas. enlisted Seotember 4, 1861. 
Nirholaq, John S., enlisted September 4, 1861. 
Pritchard. Thomas, enlisted September 4. 1861. 
Rowley, Martin E., enlisted September 4, 1861. 
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Upshaw, 
1861. 

George enlisted September 4, 

Recruits. 
Allison. James, enlisted December 28, 1863. 
Pratt, Edmun M. 
Pratt. Nathan W. 
Rogers, Richard. 
Ryan, Robert R. 

COMPANY K. 
Privates. 

Armtrout, J. B., enlisted September 6, 1861. 
Buckley, Johnson, enlisted Se tember 18, 1861. 
Bouahslow. Charles G., enested September 6, - 

1861. 
Carter, Charles W., enlisted September 8, 1861. 
Jacobs. Henry, enlisted September 25, 1861. 
Hutchinson, Frankl~n, enlisted September 6, 1861. 
Logan, Simpson, enlisted September 18, 1861. 
McGregor, Henry B., enlisted September 6, 1861. 
Tobey, Edward E., enlisted September 8, 1861. 
Williams, George, enlisted September 19, 1861. 

FORTY-SEVENTH INFANTRY (CONSOLI- 
DATED). ..., 

COMPANY A. 
Private. 

Davison, James, enlisted January 3, 1862. 
Recruits. 

Davison, James, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Sweet, Alfred, enlisted Afarch 16, 1865. 

Recruit transferred from One Hundred and Eighth. 
Greenville, George, enlisted February 24, 1865. 

COMPANY B. 
Priz~ates. 

Green, Gilbert L., enlisted November 16, 1864. 
Petty, John W., enlisted November 16, 1864. 
Wiar, John, enlisted November 29, 1864. 

Recruit. 
Green, Hedrick, enlisted January 23, 1865. 

Recruits transferred frost One Hundred and Eiglltl~. 
Alldrich, George C., enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Bailey, Henry C., enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Budley, John, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Guyer, George C., enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Fox, Reads, enllsted March 6, 1865. 
Hibbs, Eben L., enlisted March 6, 1865. 
King, Joseph, enlis!ed March 6, 1865. 
Prior, Richard, enlrsted March 6, 1865. 

COMPANY D. 
Private. 

Burbank, Israel, enlisted September 13, 1864. 
Recruit transferred from One Hundred and Eighth. 

Trotman, Frank L., enlisted January 23, 1864. 

COMPANY E. 
Captain. 

Thomas Lynch, commissioned March g, 1865; 
mustered out January 21, 1866. 

Lieutenants. 
First, Dennis Brennan, commissioned March 9, 

1865; mustered out January 21, 1866. 
Second, William Morrisy, commissioned March g, 

1865; mustered out January 21, 1866. 

Privates. 
Avery, Frank, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Burningham, John, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Casey, Michael, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Callahan, John, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Dunnivan, John, enlisted* February 20, 1865. 
Kelley, Patrick, enlisted February 23, 1.865. 
Keefe, James, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Long, Martin, enlisted March I, 1865. 
McCarthy, James, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
McCormick, Edward, enlisted February 25, 1865. 
McManus, Michael, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
McGowan, Thomas, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
O'Leary, Thomas, enlisted February 25, 1865. 
Powers, Joseph, enlisted February 24. 1865. 
Roberts. Daniel, enlisted March I, 1865. 
Shelmody, Thomas, enlisted February 24. 1865. 
Williams, John. enlisted February 25, 1865. 
Zondergan, William, enlisted March I, 1865. 

COMPANY I. 
Privates. 

Couse, Ironie. enlisted March 9, 1865. 
Divelbliss. John, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Hutton, Solomon, enlisted March 7, I 865. 

Recruit. 
Brockett, J.' R., enlisted March 22, 1865. 

COMPANY K. 
Captain. 

John J. Ross, commissioned March 23, 1865; mus 
tered out January 21, 1866. 

Lieutenants. 
First, Andrew P. Gibson, commissioned M a d  

21, 1865; mustered out January 21, 1866. 
Second, John Merrill, commissioned March 23, 

1865; died of smallpox at Cahawba, Alabama. No. 
vember 25, 1865. 

Second, Henry Hill, commissioned December 19, 
1865; not mustered; mustered out as  sergeant Jan- 
uary 21, 1866. 

Sergeants. 
James G. Johnson, enlisted March 5, 1865; m u  

tered out Tanuary 21, 1866. 
Albert S .  Hoag, enlisted March 14, 1865; mns- 

tered out January 21, 1866. 

Corporals. 
Robert Eaton, enlisted March 3, 1865; mustered 

out January 21. 1866, sergeant. 
James A. Gilbert; enlisted March 3, 1865; m- 

tered out Januarv 21, 1866. 
Ethan A. ~ a r i z ,  enlisted March 3, 1865; m w  

tered out January 21, 1866. 
Mortimer D. Hebberd, enlisted March 7, 1865; 

mustered out January 3, 1866. 

Musicians. 
Edward Bartholornew, enlisted March 7, 1865; 

mustered out a t  Mobile. Alabama. 
Edward D. Iiicl~ardson, enlisted March, 7, 1865; mustered out January 25, 1866. 

Privates. 
Blind, Charles, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Cole, John, enlisted March 3, 1865. 
Claypole, James J., enlisted March 3, 1865. 
Crane, George, enlisted March 4, 1865. 
Calaway, Jefferson, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Eten, Henry, enlisted March 3, 1865. 
Elliott, John, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Green, John H., enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Heath, or Riatt, Nicholas, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
ohnson, Philander, enlisted March 7, 1865. & ern, Frederick, enlisted March 14, 1865. 

Knox, James E., enlisted March 3, 1865. 
Lanscha, George, enlisted March 14, 1865. 
Moats, Tobias, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
McCoy, William, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Nickson. William H., enlisted March 14, 1865. 
Pratt, Stephen, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Short, William, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Sanger, Lewis. enlisted March 3, 1865. 
Smith, John, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Todd, Robert M., enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Watters, John, enlisted March 4, 1865. 
Willett, Austin, enlisted March 4, 1865. 

Recritits. 
Brown, Russell, enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Bachelder, Leonadus, enlisted March 10, 1865. 
McGinnis, Kenweth, enlisted March 21, 1865. 
Morrow, Erastus, enlisted March 14, 1865. 
McMullen, Samuel, enlisted March 20, 1865. 
Moore, Aurora C., enlisted March 20, 1865. 
Smith, Jeremiah, enlisted March 10, 1865. 
Recruits transferred front Ninety-fifth Illinois. 
Albats, John, enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Adams, George, enlisted March 13, 1865. 
Bruen, James, enlisted March lo, 1865. 
Bon, Seth. enlisted March 31. 1865. 
Clark. William E., enlisted March 21, 1865. 
Campbell. James, enlisted March 7, 1865. 
Davis, Alfred, enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Hastings, William, enlisted November 29, 1864. 
Hennesey, John, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Murray, John. enlisted March 10, 1865. 
Mcitlahan, Michael, enlisted A p r ~ l  3, 1865. 
MurpBy, John. enlisted April 3, 1865. 
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Meyers, Charles, enlisted .April 3, 1865. Reeder, Thomas, enlisted December 6, 1864. 
McGuires, Peter, enlisted April 7, 1865. Thomas, David, enlisted December 7. 1864. 
Mgoney, John, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
price, Robert, enlisted April 3, 1865. COMPANY D. 
Reed, John. enlisted March 8, 1865. . Drafted and Substitute Recruits. 
Wilson, David, enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Warqer, John, enlisted March 31. 1865. Folley, Adam, enlisted December 7, 1864. 

Williamson, J., enlisted March 31, 1865. Lindsay, W'illiam, enlisted December 5, 1864. 
Tuthill. Samuel, enlisted December 7, 1864. 

FORTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Drafted and Substitute Recruits. 
Crowder, Richard, enlisted September 27, 1864. 
McGrail, Anthony, enlisted November 17, 1864. 

FORTY-NINTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY B. 

Recruit. 
Dels, Wesley A., enlisted April 3, 1865. 

COMPANY G. 
Recruits. 

Benthall, Asa W., enlisted March 22, 1865. 
Kelley, Isaac, enlisted Marcli 20, 1865. 
Neal, George W., enlisted March 20, 1865. 
Oglesby, Reuben, enllsted March 17, 1865. 
Webb, Richard, enlisted March 22, 1865. 

F I F T I E T H  INFANTRY. 
COMPANY F. 

White, John W., enlisted August 18, 1861. 

Drafted and Substitute Recruit. 
Heighton, Hugh, enlisted December I, 1864. 

CO'MPANY I<. 
Drafted and Substitute Recruits. 

Eirlerman, John H. ,  enlisted December I, 1864. 
Furguson, James, enlisted December I, 1864. 
Plummer, John F., enlisted December I, 1865. 

U?tassigned Recrzrit. 
Hager, John, enlisted December I, 1864. 

FIFTY-FIRST INFANTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Sergeant. 
Parker, John R., enlisted October I, 1861; trans. 

ferred to Signal Corps, January 27, 1864. 

Private. 
Fox, William, enlisted October 24, 1861. 

Recrzcits. 
Green, Thomas, enlisted November 23, 1861. 
Welch, James, enlisted November I, 1861. 

COMPANY F. 
Privates. 

Brown, George, enlisted July 15, 1862. 
Brown, Shadrach, enlisted July 15, 1862. 
Keele, Leonard, enlisted July I 5, 1862. 
Power, Robert, enlisted July 15, 1862. 
Sill, John, enlisted July 15, 1862. 

C O ' ~ ~ P A N Y  I<. 
Raymond, Eugene K., enlisted December 13, 1861. 

FIFTY-TI-IIRD INFANTRY. 
~Vo+z Cots~~nissioncd Staff .  

Hiram A. Hunter, commissioned November 27, 
1861. 

Musicians. 
Roderick F. Stocking, enlisted October 12. 1861. 
William H. Aliller. 

COMPANY A. 
Drafted artd Substitute Recruits. 

Snow, Tohn, enlisted December 6, 1864. 
Smith, ' ~ e n r ~ ,  enlisted December 6, 1864. 
Shean, James, enlisted December 6, 1864. 

COMPANY C. 
Drafted and Substitute Recruits. 

Harding, Arnet T., enlisted October 20, 1864. 
Kelly, Charles. enlisted December 27. 1864. 
Lines, Sylvester, enlisted November 17, 1864. 
Rice, Hobert or Robert, enlisted November 17, 

1864. 

. . 

COMPANY E. 
Recruits. 

Boxwell, Robert, enlisted March 12, 1862. 
Boxwell, John, enlisted March 11, 1862, 
Largent, John, enlisted March 12, 1862. 

Drafted and Szlbstitute Recruits. 
Bruce, Samuel G., enlisted December 5, 1864. 
Folce, Adam, enlisted December 2, 1864. 

COMPANY F. 
Drafted and Substitute Recruit. 

Burth, Jesse S., enlisted November 29. 1864. 

COMPANY H. 
Privates. 

Arbuckle, Abner, enlisted December 29, 1861. 
Darvey, Isaiah. 
Denvy, William. 
Hatfield, Abel, enlisted December 7, 1861. 
Flaherty, John, enlisted December 29, 1861. 
Hunter, Hiram A,, enlisted November 2, 1861. 
Hitt, Andrew J., enlisted December 27. 1861. 
Holahan, John, enlisted December 29, 1861. 
McClanan, William, enlisted December 29, 1861. 
Neill, Stewart, enlisted November 7, 1861. 
Nelson, John, enlisted December 29, 1861. 
Pollard. Patrick, enlisted December 29, 1861. 
Thomas, Seymour, enlisted December 29, 1861. 

Veteran. 
Temple, Thomas, enlisted February 28, 1864. 

Recruits. 
Reynolds, Ahner? enlisted March 12, 1862. 
Stocking, Frederick F., enlisted February 3, 1862. 
Wilmot, W. F., enlisted February 14, 1862. 
Thompson, Henry, enlisted Rlarch 10, 1862. 
Thompson, William, enlisted March 10, 1862. 

Drafted and S~rbstituta Recruit. 
Reese. Alexander, enlisted October 13, 1864. 

COMPANY I. 
U,~assigtted, Drafted attd Substitute Recrzrit. 

Jaeger, Joseph, cnlisted December 8, 1864. 

FIFTY-FOURTI-I INFANTRY. 
COMPANY 1:. 

Sergeant. 
First, IVilliam M. Jones, enlisted December 

1861. 
CO'MPANY G. 

Private. 
Smith, Lyman 13.. enlisted December 2, 1861. 

CO'M PA N Y R. 
Recruit. 

Wright, James R., enlisted February 29, 1864. 

U?lassignad Recruit. 
Smith, William H., discharged August 13, 1864. 

FIFTY-SEVENTH INFANTRY 
COMPANY C. 

Corborals. 
0. W. White, enlisted December 26, 1861; cor- 

poral; died May 4, 1862. 
Robert A. Howard, enlisted December 23, 1861; 

mustered out January 14, 1865. 

Privates. 
Draper, James E., enlisted December 18, 1861. 
Davis, Willis, enlisted December 18, 1861. 
Ernst, Adam. enlisted December 23, 1861. 
Frank, Simon B.. enlisted December 16. 1861. 
German, Robert S., enlisted December 13, 1861. 
Howard, Hobert B., enlisted December 25, 1861. 
Higgins, Moses G., enlisted December 20, 1861. 
Houk, Conrad, enlisted December 26, 1861. 
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Maurice, Joseph H., enlisted December 15, 1861. 
Notistine, John A., enlisted December 24, 1861. 
Rouse. John D.. enlisted December 24. 1861. 
Steele, William, enlisted December 25, 1861. 
Stewart, William B., enlisted December 18, 1861. 
Smith, J. William, enlisted December 15, 1861. 
Throatt, Frederick, enlisted December 10, 1861. 
Weld, William H., enlisted December 13, 1861. 
Wonder, Benjamin F., enlisted December 16, 1861. 

COMPANY G. 
Privates. 

Wolf, John, enlisted December 16, 1861. 
Wagner, Casper, enlisted December 16, 186 I. 

FIFTY-FIFTII  INFANTRY. 
COMPANY E. 

Privates. 
Holden, William, enlisted August 14, 1861. 
Hedding, George, enlisted September 20, 1861. 
Nichols, Thomas, enlisted August I ,  1861. 

COMPANY G. 
Private. 

Turner, James, enlisted September 14, 1861. 

Sergeant. 
Forbes, John, enlisted October 22, 1861 ; sergeant; 

promoted to first lieutenant. 

Privates. 
Connor, John, enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Besson, H. Y., enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Brown, C. F., enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Jackson, M. H., enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Lower, R. A., enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Rouse, T. S.. enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Simmons, Edmund, enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Vickery, Albert, enlisted October 22. 1861. 
Widener, M., enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Waddell, William, enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Walker, William, enlisted October 22, 1861. 

Recrwits. 
Dewey, Isaacher B., enlisted November 8, 1861. 
McMullen, Robert W., enlisted November 7, 1861. 
Smith, H. F., enlisted November g, 1861. 

COMPANY H. 
Corporal. 

William H. H. Sterling, enlisted October lo ,  
1861; mustered out Uecember 25. 1864. 

Privates. 
Clifford, William P., enlisted March 10, 1861. 
Horsley, Thomas E., enlisted October 20, 1861. 
Morris, Demetrius E.. enlisted October lo, 1861. 
Slygh, Henry S., enlisted October 7, 1861. 
Slygh, John A., enlisted October 7, 1861. 
White, Isaiah or Joshua, enlisted October 7, 1861. 

Unassigned Recruit. 
Jackson, Henry. enlisted March 23, 1865. 

FIFTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY B. 

Corporal. 
Martin 13. Summes, enlisted October 28, 1861; 

deserted March, 1863. 

Privates. 
Black, John, enlisted November 12, 1861. 
King, Moses B., enlisted December I ,  1861. 
King, Alexander, enlisted October 31, 1861. 
Matteson, H. A., enlisted October 31, 1861. 
Oakley, James H., enlisted October 28, 1861. 
Summes, Thomas H., enlisted October 28, 1861. 

Recruits. 
Halsey, Robert J., enlisted January I, 1863. 
Sutherland, John, enlisted August 16, 1863. 
Cunningham, J. C.. enlisted July 29, 1863. 

FIFTY-EIGHTH (CONSOLIDATED). 
COMPANY E. 

Privates. 
Duffy, Richard, enlisted March 11, 1865. 
Delaney, Patrick, enlisted March 11, 1865. 
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Grover, Moralde, enlisted March I I ,  1865. 
Goodwin, Thomas, enlisted March 22, 1865. 
Hart. John, enlisted March 28, 1865. 
McGinnis, Thomas, enlisted March z I, 1865. 
O'Brien, John. enlisted March 18, 1865. 
Prothers, Evan M., enlisted March 28, 1865. 
Salsbury, Richard, enlisted March 16, 1865. 
Woods, William, enlisted March 28, 1865. 

COMPANY F. 
Privates. 

1)eGan. George, enlisted March 22, 1865. 
McBain, Joseph, enlisted March 24. 1865. 
Snow. Prank, enlisted itlarch 22, 1865. 

COMPANY 'I. 
Privates. 

Craig, \\'illiam, enlisted March 24, 1865. 
Madison, John, enlisted March 24, 1865. 
Worthy, William, enlisted March 24, 1865. 

COMPANY I. 
Sergeants. 

John &I. Willis, enlisted March 27, 1865; de- 
serted April I ,  1865. 

I-Iarvey, Allison, enlisted Marc11 27, 1865; mu9 
tered out April I ,  1866. 

John S. I-Ioffer, enlisted March 27, 1865; de. 
serted April 8, 1865. 

Thomas Warns, enlisted &larch 25, 1865; de- 
serted April 8, 1865. 

Privates. 
Allen, George, enlisted March 25, 1865. 
Rackus, Henry, enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Black, Nicholas, enlisted March 26, 1865. 
Blong, Ambrose. enlisted March 26, 1865. 
Bateman, Daniel, enlisted March 25, 1865. 
Curren, Peter, enlisted March 25, 1865. 
Dunn, James, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Fuller, Charles, enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Hutchinson. James or John, enlisted March 27, ' 

.8hc - - -  
lfabes, Anthony, enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Hurley, John, enlisted itlarch 27, 1865. 
Iconner or I-Iower, Matthews, enlisted March 27, 

18hc . - 4. 
Rins!ey, John B., enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Lewls, William H., enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Logan, James, enlisted March 27. 1865. 
Morris, George, enlisted March 27, 1865 . 
McCain, George, enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Mason, George, enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Ragen, Tames, enlisted March 23, 1865. 
~homas , '  Charles M., enlisted March 27, 1865. 
Wallace, John C., enlisted March 27, 1865. 

Ug~assig+ted Recrzcits. 
Burton, Jatnes C., enlisted March I. 1865. 
Stone, Charlcs S., enlisted March I ,  1865. 

FIFTY-NINTH INFANTRY. 
CO'MPANY F. 

Recruit. 
Ambler, Monroe, enlisted December 16, 1863. 

S IXTIETH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY E. 

Recruit. 
Hendrickson, Hartwell, enlisted January 24, 1865. 

SIXTY-FOURTH INFANTRY. 
Lieittenant Colonel. 

David E. Williams. commissioned September 3. 
1861; discharged account disability, September 12, 
1861. 

COMPANY E. 
Private. 

Donevan, Cornelius, enlisted November I, 1861. 

SIXTY-FIFTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY I?. 

Private. 
Putnam, H. W., enlisted Markh 12, 1862. 
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S I X T Y - S I X T H  INFANTRY.  
COMPANY A. 

Private. 
Nevens, Prank  E.,  enlisted November 4, 1861. 

SIXTY-SEVENTH I N F A N T R Y  (three months). 
Lieutenaltt Colonel. 

Eugene K. Oakley, commissioned June 13, 1862; 
n~ustered out October 6, 1862. 

COMPANY F. 
Lieutertartts. 

First, Abram D. Van Veckten, commissioned June 
13, 1862; mustered out September, 1862. 

Second, Horace E. Dwyer, commissioned June 13, 
1862; mustered out  September, 1862. 

Sergeant. 
IIorace E. Dwyer, enlisted May 31, 1862; ser- 

geant; promoted second lieutenant. 

Privates. 
Brock, M. \\I., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Bailey, John. enlisted Tune 2, 1862. 
Miller, William F., enlisted May 31, 1862. 
Slaughter, William, enlisted June 4, 1862. 

COMPANY G. 
Captain. 

Charles K. Purple, commissioncd June 13, 1862; 
mustered out  September, 1862. 

First, Jeremiah Dockstader, commissioned June 
13. 1862; mustered out  September, 1862. 

Second, Edward I<. Valentine, commissioned June 
13, 1862; mustered out September, 1862. 

Sergeants. 
John Simpson, enlisted June 2. 1862. 
John 1.3. Durham, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Cornelius C. Holenbeck, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
John P. Goodwin, enlisted J u n e  2, 1862. 

Corpornls. 
Daniel D. Stevison, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Daniel D. Miller, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
George W. Summers, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Robert W. Vansaw, enlisted Jutne 2, 1862. 
Henry  J. B. Stillman, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
James Bryant. en l~s ted  June  2, 1862. 
William I>. Wilds, enlisted June  2, 1862. 
Edward S. Esston, enlisted June 2, 1862. 

Privates. 
Atkinson, John D.. enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Bishop, Wrlliam H.. enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Brady, Charles, enlisted June  2, 1862. 
Rranner, Theotlore J., eniisted June 2. 1862. 
Brennan, Dennis, enlisted June 10, 1862. 
Callester, Joseph, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Dickanson, Griffith A., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Drysdale, William. enlisted June  2. 1862. 
Davis, Henry,  enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Ellis, Henry, enlisted June 2. 1862. 
Eakin, David, enlisted June  2, 1862. 
Forbes, Andrew G., ~ n l i s t e d  June 2. 1862. 
Farrell, Patrtck, enltsted June 2, 1862. 
Garthwait, WFlliam, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Gillon, Milo C., enlisted J u n e  2, 1862. 
Hookey, William, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Harvey, Henderson, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Harvey, John, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Harbert, John, enlisted June 2. 1862. 
Hallock. Clinton. enlisted Tune 2, 1862. 
Tones, Winfield S., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
:Tohnston, Harmon, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Kastner, Charles, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Kettelle, Charles, enlisted June 4, 1862. 
King, Samuel T., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Long, Dav'id M., enlisted June 2. 1862. 
McCormick, Thomas J., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Merrill, John, en l~s ted  June 2, 1862. 
Moore, James, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
McClure. Samuel S., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Mendenhall, Amos H., enlisted June 2. 1862. 
Mackey, Robert C., enl~s ted  June 2, 1862. 
,Morse. Samuel M., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Osterhout. Charles, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Opdyke, Benjamin, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Philip, Ellis, enlisted June 2, 1862. 

Patten, William H., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Rogers, David, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Ruse, Isaac, enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Spence, Clark, enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Smith, Edwin A., enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Spellam, Timothy. enlisted J u n e  4, 1862. 
Snyder, Victor, enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Smith, Burdsv A., enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Stillwell, R. J., enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Stum, John T.. enllsted June  4, 1862. 
Tomlinson, Ambrose. enlisted June 4. 1862. 
T r ~ p p ,  David T., enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Thurston, Frank, enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Woodruff, John H., enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Willey, John A., enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Wardlow, Robert, enlisted June 4, 1862. 

,Recrltits. 
Valentine, E. K., enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Vandorer, Gilbert, enlisted June 4, 1862. 

COMPANY K. 
Privates. 

Adams, Austin, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Brown, Charles, enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Blue, James H., enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Friedhaber, John If.. enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Gowan, George, enlisted June 4, 1862. 
Varley, Jacob, enlisted June 4, 1862. 

S I X T Y - E I G H T H  I N F A N T R Y  (three months). 
COMPANY K. 

Sergca~t t. 
I'hilip E. Fuller, enlisted June 2, 1862. 

Prieates. 
Campbell: William, enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Fickes, 1 homas, enlisted June g, r 862. 

SE17ENTY-FIRST I N F A N T R Y  (three months). 
COMPANY C. 

Recrztits. 
Kill, James, enlisted July 7,  1862. 
Robinson, Abram, enlisted July 7, 1862. 

COMPANY D. 
Rrobts, Jacob, enlisted July 4, 1862. 

COMPANY 1':. 
Sergeant. 

First, Alfred S. Hemniant, enlisted July 3, 1862; 
mustered out  October 29, 1862. 

Prizsates. 
I3rackley, Samuel R., enlisted June 30, 1862. 
Brackley, William H., enlisted June 30, 1862. 
Conrad, Charles, enlisted July 7, 1862. 
Clayton. Isaac, enlisted July 3, 1862. 
Deal, William, enlisted June 3, 1862. 
Hammer, Henry, enlisted July 2, 1862. 
Keeps, Jesse, enlisted June 30, 1862. 
Nealy, Andrew, enlisted June  30, 1862. 
Schrimpf, Ernest, enlisted July g, 1862. 
Stewart, Erastus W., enlisted July 7, 1862. 

SI.:ITENTY-SECOND INFANTRY.  
COMPANY C. 

Prirtate. 
Spencer, John F., enlisted August, 1862. 

S E V E N T Y - S E V E N T H  INFANTRY.  
The regiment was fully organized and mustered 

into the United States service September 3, 1862, 
a t  Peoria. Illinois. Remained in  camp at  that  
place until October 4, a t  which time i t  proceeded to 
Covington, Kentucky, and  reported to Major Gen- 
eral Gordon Granger, commanding army of Ken- 
tuckv, who assigned i t  to dutv in  the division com- 
manded by General A. J. ~ m i i h .  

Marched from Covington with the division. Oc- 
tober ~ 7 t h ,  and reached Lexington on  the zgth, 
and  R~chmond,  November zd. Marched from that  
point November 11th a n d  arrived at  Louisville on  
the 17th. Nothing of interest transpired during the  
sojourn of the  regiment i n  Kentucky, there being 
no force of the enemy in the  state a t  that  time; 
and the campaign there was merely a ' m a r c h  of 
about one hundred and fifty miles into the  interior 
and a march back again. 

November 20, 1862, the regiment embarked on  
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steamer for  Memphis, Tennessee, in company with 
the whole division, under the same commander. 
Arrived at the latter place November 27th; re- 
mained there untll December 20th. The dlvision 
was reorganized and reported for duty to Major 
General Sherman; embarked at  Memphis, Decem- 
ber zoth, and proceeded down the river with Sher- 
man's army for the capture of Vicksburg. Dis- 
embarked in the Yazoo river near Chickasaw Bayou 
on the 27th. The Seventy-seventh occupied the 
extreme right of the line and participated in the 
attack on the rebel works. After four days' fight- 
ing the attack was abandoned and the army em- 
barked on their boats and proceeded to Milliken's 
Bend, Louisiana. At t h ~ s  place Major General Mc- 
Clernand arrived. and assumed command of the 
army. H e  organ~zed it ~ n t o  two corps-the Thir- 
tieth and Fifteenth. The Seventy-seventh was as- 
signed to the Tenth Division, Thirteenth Army 
Corps. Division was commanded by General A. 
J. Smith and Corps by General McClernand. Left 
Milliken's Bend, January 5, 1863, and arrived at  
Arkansas Post on the 10th. Immediately disem- 
barked and on the following morning participated 
in the assault. After a few hours' hard fighting, 
carried the place by assault, capturing all it con- 
tained. The loss of the regiment here was six 
killed and thirty-nine wounded, some of the latter 
mortal. The regiment in t h ~ s  battle behaved ad- 
mirably and was conlplimented by the commanding 
general for its gallant conduct. 

January 14th again embarked and proceeded to 
Young's Point, Louisiana. Arrived there on the 
zzd and went into camp, remaining until March gtfi, 
engaged in the digging on the canal across the 
point opposite Vicksburg. In  March changed camp 
to Milliken's Bend. 

I n  the first part of April the Thirteenth Corps 
marched from Milliken's Bend for Grand Gulf. 
The Seventy-seventh broke camp and moved for- 
ward about the middle of April. Crossed the river 
below Grand Gulf on the last day of April and 
marched all night, arriving a t   PO^ Gibson early 
on the morning of the 1st of May and participated 
in the engagement there during the entire day. 
The regiment remained with General Grant's army 
during the entire campaign around Vicksburg and 
the siege of the latter place until its surrender. 

The regiment was engaged in the actions at  
Champion Hills, May 17; Black River Bridge, May 
19; first charge on Vicksburg. May 22 and 23, 
losing in these engagements twenty ~kil led,  eighty- 
six wounded and twenty-six missing. 

Vicksburg surrendered on the 4th of July and 
the next day the regiment marched for Jackson 
with the army under Sherman. Arrived there 
July 9th and was under the fire of the enemy 
at  that place until the 16th when Jackson was 
evacuated and the Seventy-seventh returned to  
Vicksburg. Remained in camp at  Vicksburg until 
August 25th, then embarked for New Orleans, 
where it remained in camp until October 3d; left 
New Orleans at that time for western Louisiana; 
marched up Bayou Teche through Franklin to 
New Tberia. Louisiana: camned there until Decem- 
ber 6; 186j, when it marched back to New Or- 
leans; left there on December 17th by steam'er 
and disembarked at Paso Cavalo, Texas, December 
20th. Remained in camp until the last of February, 
then embarked on Vessels and were transported to 
Berwick Bay, Louisiana. Thence marched to Alex- 
andria, Louisiana, with the army under General 
Banks, bound for Shreveport. Prom Alexandria 
marched up Red river. driving the enemy until 
Sabine Cross Roads was reached, April 8, 1864. 
where it met the enemy in force and was Im- 
mediately engaged. 

The Seventy-seventh belonged to- the division un- 
der command of General Ransom, which division 
was first ordered forward to support the advance 
cavalry. Before the army could be brought forward 
to their support, the whole rebel army came down 
on them and overwhelmed the whole division. I n  
this engagement the Seventy-seventh suffered ter- 
ribly. Lieutenant Colonel Webb was killed instantly 
by a musket ball through the brain and one hun- 
dred and seventy-six officers and men were killed, 
wounded and made prisoners. leaving only about 
one hundred and twenty-five men in the regiment 
for  duty. 

On the next day General A. J. Smith's corps 
came up and at  Pleasant Hill another battle was 
fought, ending in the complete defeat of the rebels. 

The regiment remained with General Banks through. 
out his retreat down Red river and until he reached 
the Mississippi. Here it was ordered into camp 
a t  Baton Rouge until the first part of August. ~t 
that time, with five or six other regiments, it em. 
barked and was transported to Dauphin's Island 
under command of General Gordon Granger. Here 
it assisted in the reduction of Forts Gaines and 
Morgan and then returned to Morganzie Bend on 

i 
the Mississippi. In October, the reglment was 
ordered to New Orleans for  provost duty and re. 
mained there until the first part of March, 1865 
when it was assigned to the First ~ r i g a d e ,  ~ h i r d  1 Division. Thirteenth Army Corps and transported 
to Mobile Point, where it joined General Canby's 
army for the capture of Mobile. General Granger 
collected his thirteenth corps at this point and I 
during the month of March moved up the penin- t 
sula toward Spanish Fort. The regiment was with 1 
General Canby's army during the entire siege and 
capture of Spanish Fort, Blakely and Mobile and 
was under fire during the entire time. 

The day following their entry into Mobile the 
Third Division, in which the Seventy-seventh served, 
marched out of the city and proceeded up the Tom- 
bigbee river in search of General Dick Taylor's 
army. I t  proceeded up the river about sixty. 
miles, when it was recalled to Mobile-the rebel 
forces throughout the country having surrendered. 
Remained in camp in Mobile until July ro, 1865, 
at  which time it was mustered out of service and 
ordered to Springfield, Illinois, for final payment 
and discharge, where it arrived July 23, 1865. The 
Seventy-seventh Illinois during its term of service 
was engaged in sixteen battles and sieges and in 
every one of them carried itself with honor and 
credit to the state. 

Colonels. 
Charles Ballance, commissioned August 18, 1862, 

I 
resigned. 

David P. Grier, commissioned September 12, 1862; 
transferred. 

Lieriteizaztt Colo~tcE. 
Lysander R. Webb, commissioned September 3, 

1862; killed in battle, April 8, 1864. I 
Major. 

Memoir V. Hotchkiss, commissioned September 3, 
1862; resigned February 2, 1864. 

A djzitant. 
John Hough, commissioned September 6, 1862; 

promoted assistant adjutant general on staff a€ 
General A. J. Smith. 

Qtrartern~aster. 
David McICinney, commissioned September 12, 

1862; transferred. 
Chaplain. 

William G. Pierce, commissioned September 2, 
1862. 

Scrgeaitt Major.  
Walter B. Hotchkiss, enlisted August 12, 1862; 

discharged September 22, 1864; disability. 

Quarterwtaster Sergeant. 
George W. Cone, enlisted August 14, 1864; pro- 

moted second lieutenant Company I. 
Conwnissary Sergeants. 

Nathan R. Wakefield, enlisted August g, 1864; 
transferred to Company C, December 21, 1864. 

William H. Bennett, enlisted August 12, 1864; 
mustered out July 10, 1865. 

Principal Musicians. 
Daniel B. Allen, enlisted .August 12, 1864; dis- 

charged March 15, 1865; d~sabil~ty.  
John W. Carroll, enlisted August 7, 1864; mus- 

tered out July ro. 1865: 
Lemon H. W~ley ,  enllsted August 15, 1864; mus- 

tered out July 10, 1865. 

COMPANY A. 
Sergeants. 

Walter B. Hotchkiss, enlisted August 12, 1862; 
promoted sergeant major. 

John F. Campbell, enlisted August 7, 1862; killed 
at  Vicksburg, May 22, 1863. 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

Corporals. 
Arthur H. Rugg, enlisted August 12, 1862; dis- 

&arged December 18, 1863, as  private. 
W. D. Putnam, enlisted August 14, 1862; dis- 

&arged December 17, 1863. 
Privates. 

Abraham, Andrew J., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Ash, Francls W., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Develbliss, James H., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Develbliss, Samuel S., enlisted August 7. 1862. 
Edwards,. Ulysses, enlisted August 12, 1862, 
Frv. Ren~amln. enlisted August XI, 1862. -.,, -~ 
Holler, Conrad, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Hurd, Charles T., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Kroeson, Chrys A., enlisted August 12, ,1862. 
Kroesnn. Washington. enlisted August 12, 1862. - - - - - - - - , 
Moss, J. R., enli&ed Xugust 13, 1862. 
Russell, Luther G.. enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Summers, Fred, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Stnnr. Lester T.. enlisted August 15, 1862. - - - . - - , - 

Sturgeon, ~ i l l i a h ,  enlisted August I 5, 1862. 
Trench, Daniel B., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Varley, Henry, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
White. Mason M.. enlisted August 13, 1862. . , -- - - - , 
Wilson Henry, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
~ i l s o n :  John R., enlisted August IS, 1862. 
Wilson, Samuel R., enlisted August IS, 1862. 

Recruits. 
Babcock, William H., enlisted December 30, 1863. 
Crow, Henry, enlisted January 7, 1864. 
Cutler, Daniel B., enlisted December 26, 1863. 
Cutler. James H., enlisted December 26, 1863. 
Crawford, James, enlisted December 30, 1863. 
Cook, Darius J., enlisted February 13, 1865. 
nownard, Benjamin-F., enlisted January 4, 1864. 
Runert, Joseph, enhsted January 4, 1864. 
Lockbaum, Andrew J., enlisted November 23, 1864. 
Lynch, Thomas, enlisted January 5 ,  1864. 
Martin, John, enlisted December 29, 1863. 
Smith, James, enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Sutton, George W., enlisted January 11, 1864. 

COMPANY B. 
Captain. 

Joe. K .  Stevison, commissioned January 16, 1863. 
Lieutettal~ts. 

First, Charles C. Tracy, commissioned January 
16, 186~. 

Second, Joe K. Stevison, commissioned January 
16, 1863; promoted. 

Privates. 
Blakeslee, Willian! W., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Fisher, Elias, enl~sted August 13, 1862. 
Stevenson, Joe H., enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Tracy, Charles C., enlisted August 6, 1862. 

Recruits. 
McFarland. Henry S. 
Murden, Alonzo F., enlisted March 14, 1865. 

COMPANY C. 
Lieutenagrt. 

First, William A. Woodruff, commissioned Sep- 
tember 2, 1862. 

Sergeant. 
John S. Hornbacker, enlisted August 9, 1862. 

Corporals. 
Albert Shepherd, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
John Sewell, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Thomas S. Patton, enlisted August 9, 1862. 

Wagoner. 
Charles Moses, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

Privates. 
Bennett, Robert, enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Bennett, William N., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Crow, James, Jr., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Dunbar, John, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Duff, Dennis. enlisted August g, 1862. 
Hall, Edward, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Lindsay, James A., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
McCracken, James R., enlisted August 14 1862. 
McCartney, Philip H., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Pitcher, Benjamin, enlisted August 19, 1862. 
Pinkerton, John A., enlisted August 7, 1862. 

Pinkerton, William M., enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Wallace, Edward, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Wiley, John P.. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Woodburn, George M., enlisted August 21, 1862. 

COMPANY D. 
Privates. 

Hake, Frederick W.,  enlisted August g, 1862. 
Stockton, David B., enlisted August g, 1862. 

Recruit. 
Barney, Tompkin C., enlisted November 16, 1863- 

COMPANY E. 
Captain. 

Edwin Stevens, commissioned September 2, 1862. 

Lieutenants. 
First, Samuel J. Smith, commissioned September 

2, 1862. 
Second, James H. Schnebly, commissioned Sep- 

tember 2, 1862. 
Second, Henry L. Bushnell, commissioned March 

28, 1863. 
Sergeants. 

First, William Dawson, enlisted August 5, 1862. 
George B. Stiles, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
William J. Brooks, enlisted Xugust 9, 1862. 
Henry E. Slough, enlisted ~ i u g u s t  14, 1862. 
James Parr,  enllsted August g, 1862. 

CorporaIs. 
Erasmus D. Richardson, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
William G. Morris, enlisted hugust 5, 1862. 
Benjamin F. Robins, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Ellis Hakes, enl~sted August 7, 1862. 
Andrew J. Dunlap, enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Davis R. RlcKee, enlisted July 22, 1862. 
Henry Paff, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

M ttsiriaas. 
Daniel B. Allen. enlisted August 12, 1862. 
John W. carroll, enlisted August 7, 1862. 

Wagoncr. 
Louis 2. Rench, enlisted August IS, 1862. 

Pri-zatcs. 
Adams, Henry, enljsted August 12, 1862. 
Adams, Joseph, enllsted August 8, 1862. 
Brooks, Henry M., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Bunting, Samuel G., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Buterick, John, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Berrings, James, enhsted August I 5, 1862. 
Bowers, Sirneon P., enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Cord, George F. 
Carter, Charles W., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Collins, John, enlisted August 15, 1861. 
Cook, Daniel, enlisted hugust 14, 1862. 
Chamblin, French; enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Cord, Lorenzo 11'. 
Clark, Franklin R., enlisted August 16, 1862. 
Dawson, Isaac S., enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Dawson, Joseph N., enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Dailey, John, en!isted August 13, 1862. 
Evans, John, enlisted August IS, 1862. 
Enslon, Frank W., enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Forbes, Thomas, enlisted August g, 1862. 
French, John S., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Fisher. Silas W., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Fultoi ,  Joseph, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Gutting, Frederick, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Goodman, Philip, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Hoffman, Gustavus, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Hamerbacker. John S., enlisted August 5 ,  1862. 
Hutchinson, James, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
James, GranSille, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Kinder, Alexander, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Letterman, Joseph, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Loughman, John B., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
McStravic, James, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
McGee, William H., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
McGee, Ashford, H., enlisted August 9. 1862. 
Mankle, Joseph, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Mills, Joseph T., enlisted August r r, 1862. 
McDermott, Francis M., . enlisted August 6, 1862. 
McIntyre, John H.. enl~sted August I I, 1862. 
Nixon, Thomas J.. enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Nash, LeRoy, enlisted August 5,  1862. 
Parr, Harris. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Pierce, Charles, enllsted August g,  1862. 
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First, Joht~  H.  Eno, commissiol~ed blarch 17, . - 
1863. 

First, George W. Cone, commissioned June 22, 
1863. 

Second, John H. Eno, commissioned September 
2, 1862. 

Second, George W. Cone, commissioned March 
17, 1863. 

Sergeants. 
Imlo L. Eno, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
George W. Cone, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
George L. T,ucas, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Robert J. Briggs, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

Corporals. 
Edward F. Bartholomew, enlisted August 14, 

1862. 
Rufus Atherton. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
IIli H. Plowman, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Joseph 11. Lee, enlisted Aueust 14, 1862. 
John T. Rose, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
John Willis, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
John RfcMullen. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
.\Ifred C. Reed, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

~Mtdsiciatis. 
Tasper S. Raker, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Jacob TI. Snyder, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

Wagoner. 
:Ilonzo G. I<ls\vor-tli, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

Privates. 
Aten, Austin C., enlisted August 18, 1862. 
I3evans, Lewis J., enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Reeny, Frederick, enlisted August 24, 1862. 
Rentley, \irilliam H., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Brown, Isaac. enlisted August I j, 1862. 
Biggs, John T., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Clark, John H., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Cook. Asa A.. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Cadwell, .Tames D.. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Cowlev, Richard, enlisted i\ugust 22, 1862. 
Darndl,  George, enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Frisbie, Enos, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
1;isher. Jacob, enlisted August I j, 1862. 
Fox, Joel 1.. enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Fox, Hiram B.. enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Furguson. William H., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Gibbs, Ichabod 0.. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Hand, Lemuel, enlisted August 15. 1862. 
Ryne. John, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Humphrey. I.:li, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Huffman. Joseph. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Higbee, Homer H., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Rand, Burner. enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Horner, Renedict M. S.. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Jacobs, Thomas F., enlisted August 14: 1862. 
Jones. Butler K., enlisted.August 14. 1862. 
Jarman, Theodore P.. enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Moore, James C., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
McCann. George W., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Macey, Micajah C., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Murphy. Richard, enlisted August 21. 1862. 
Nunn. Milton, enlisted August 21, 1862. 
Poe, John W., enlisted August IS, 1862. 
Pense. Garrett D., enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Richardson, William H., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Rockingfield, Scout H., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Rockinszfield. Cleves S.. enlisted August 15. 1862. 
Redfield, Frank A., enlisted Ailgust 15 ,  1862. 
Randall, John A., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Smith, Lyman H., enlisted August I j, 1862. 
Smith, George S., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Smith, Mvron C., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Scanlan, Robert, enlisted August 22. 1862. 
Talen. William, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Widner, Tohn C.. enlisted August 14. 1861. 
Warne, William H., enlisted August 15. 1862. 
Wiley. Leman H., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
\irasson, Jacob D., enlisted August 14, 1862. 

Recruits. 
Rigelow, Frank E., enlisted December 30, 1863. 
Cone. William D.. enlisted June 4, 1864. 
Jacobs, William W. 
hfurphv. Daniel L., enlisted December 23. 1863. 
Pratz. ' ~ i l l i a m  W., enlisted February zg, 1864. 
Whitehead. Wesley J.. enlisted January 25, 1864. 

COMPANY K. 
Captains. 

Ephraim E. Rynearson, commissioned September 
2, 1862. 

William I<. White, commis6oned October 21, 1862. 

Lieutettants. 
First. William K. White. commissioned Seotem- 

ber 2, r862. 
First, Sylvester S. Edwards, commissioned Octo- 

ber 21, 1862. 
Second, Marcus 0 .  Harkness, commissioned Oc- 

toher 21, 1862. 

Sergeants. 
Survetus Holt. enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Tohn Yinger, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
George Edwards, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Harvey R. Brackett, enlisted August 9, 1862. 

Corporals. 
John White, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Francis Shroder, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
John bI. Harper, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
George W. Aurl. enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Enlee E. Coulson, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Andrew J. \'leet, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Oswell B. Green, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Richard 11. Ilolt, enlisted August g, 1862. 

il.fztsiciaits. 
Daniel Slane, enlisted August IS, 1862. 
Charles 1.3. Lines, enlisted August 11, 1862. 

M..agoner. 
Clement S. Padget, enlisted August 22, 1862. 

Priznates. 
Beck, William, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Brown, Eli, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Brown, J. Henry, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Brown, Patrick, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Behrens. Harry, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Camp, John, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Cronan, John, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Clayton, William, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Donnelly, William, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Dumbaugh, Uriah, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Idlnders, John A., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Frank. Jacob, enlisted August 16, 1862. 
Greenhalch, John, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Gilson. Frederick, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Greenough, Roger, enlisted hugust g, 1862. 
Gurtern. Auxilius. enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Haynes, John, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
I-Iarper, William S., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Holt, Richard M., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
IIarding, Adam, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
I-lolt. Thomas J., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Hollingsworth, Warner, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Hoffman. Peter, enlisted August 11, 1862.. 
Ibick, John, enlisted August 17, 1862. 
Ibick, Lawrence, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Kingslcy, Charles, enlisted August I I ,  1862. 
King, Joseph M.. enlisted August 16, 1862. 
Iiirkman, Samuel, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
King, Levi 13.. enlisted August g, 1862. 
King, William \IT., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Kingsley, Alonzo, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
T,afollett, Tohn, enlisted August g. 1862. 
Lafollett, Jacob, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Landes, George, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Largent, Henry, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Largent. Madison. enlisted August I 5 .  1862. 
Xfiller, James, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
RIorris, Richard, enlisted August 12, 1863. 
Moody, James M., enllsted August 9, 1862. 
Meritt, John, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Meck, Andrew T., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Jfulwney, William. enlisted August 8. 1862. 
Nelson, Peter, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Parnham. Charles, enlisted August 13. 1862. 
Perry. I-Ienry, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Powell, Samuel B., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Potts. Joseph, enlisted Aueust I I, 1862. 
Pritchard, John. enlisted August 16, 1862. 
Rynearson, Francis, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Rench. Lyman T., enlisted August 11. 1862. 
Race, William, enlisted August 8. 186s. 
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Roberts, John, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Sleeth, Thomas, enlisted August 19, 1862. 
Smith, George W., enllsted August 15, 1862. 
Sherwood, Samuel J., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Shepard, Ephra~m R., enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Sharkey, Samuel, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Shorden, John, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Sheibling, August, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Throp, William, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Thompson, Robert, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Whale or White, Ed P., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Walker, Austin, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Wholstenhohm, John, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Yerby, Joseph, enlisted August 12, 1862. 

Recruits. 
Archdale, George, enlisted December 24, 1863. 
Caulson, Henry. 
Haines, John. enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Hamilton, John II., enlisted December 3, 1863. 
Halstead, Edward. 
Morris, Henry S. 
Orr,  Isaac, enlisted January 25, 1864. 
Parker, Thomas, enlisted April 7, 1864. 
Powell, Lyman J., enlisted January 20, 1864. 
Rynearson, Robert T., enlisted December 3, 1863. 
Stevenson. ~ i l l i a m .  
Somers, Edwin R., enlisted January 2, 1864. 
Thurston. George, enlisted February 29, 1864. 
Wholstenhohm, John D., enlisted April 5, 1864. 

Unassigned Recncits. 
\.\'ilson, John, enlisted March I ,  1865. 
Atkins, Richard, enlisted Malch I, 186;. 
Bun, Thomas, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Bennett, James, enlisted March I ,  1865. 
Brown, William H., enlisted February 26, 1864. 
Conners, James, enlisted March 2, 1%;. 
Flannigan. Patrick, enlisted September 9, 1864. 
Folz, William. 
Grunman, Chauncey W. 
Haley, James, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Hurbert, John, enlisted March 2, r865. 
Hayes, John, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Hayes, William, enlisted Tanuary 30, rS6j. 
Kerr, Silas, enlisted Feb&ary 24, 1865. 
Kelley, Daniel, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Kahling, Alfred, enlisted February 27, 1865. 
Karmany, Henry M. 
Miller, John, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
McElhenry, Hugh F., enlisted March 14, 1865. 
McGru, John, enlisted January 13, 1864. 
McManus, Henry P., enlisted February 29, 1864. 
Percival, George H. 
Pemble, David B. 
Sorner. Andrew, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Sowders, William, enlisted January 30, 1865. 
Shurry, John. 
Stewart, John G. 
Sanford, Louis. 
Wardsworth, Samuel. 

SEVENTY-SEVENTH INFANTRY (CONSOLI- 
DATED). 
Colonel. 

David P. Grier, commissioned September 12, 1862. 

Major. 
Edwin Stevens, commissioned July 15. 1865. 

Qzrarterlnaster. 
David McKinney, commissioned September 12, 

1862. 
CO'MPANY E. 

Captain. 
Edwin Stevens, commissioned September 2, 1862. 

Lieutenant. 
First, Samuel J. Smith, commissioned September 

2, 1862. 
Second, Henry L. Bushnell, commissioned March 

28, 1863. 
COMPANY G. 

Captain. 
John D. Rouse, commissioned September 2, 1862. 

Lieutenant. 
First, Henry J. Wyman, commissi~lled March I, 

1863. 

COMPANY K. 
Lieutenant. 

Second, Marcus 0. Harkness, .commissioned Oc. 
tober 21, 1862. h 

EIGHTY-SECOND INFANTRY. 
Assistant Sargeon. 

First, Emil Brendil, commissioned August 20, 
1862. 

COMPANY B. 
Lieutenant. 

First, Charles Lanzendorfer, commissioned March 
12, 1863. 

COMPANY D. 
Captain. I 

Rudolph Mueller, commissioned October 7, 1861. 5 
COMPANY E. 

Corporals. 
John Zimmermann, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Joseph Schwabe, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Sebastian Winterer, enlisted July 13, 1862. 

Privates. 
Barth, Jacob, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Borkhauser, Theodore, enlisted August g, 1862.. 
Bevechle, Anton, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Dening, Henry, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Diefenbach, John, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Geiger, Joseph, enlisted August I 5, 1862. 
Geisser, John, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Gingerich, Christian, enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Goerges, Peter, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Kessler, Francis J., enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Leuke, Ferdinand, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
May, Christian, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Moorsberger, - , enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Munighoff, Theodore, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Navy, Nicholas, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Nagele, Charles, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Odenwalder, John, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Pauly, Frederick, enlisted Auqust 9, 1862. 
Ritthaller, Michael, enlisted July 24, 1862. I 
Schellkoph, Joseph, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Schoner, William, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Seifker. Adolf. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Simmemmacher, Adam. enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Stawitzky. Thomas, enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Walker, Conrad, enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Wall. Nicholas, enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Wetschell. John, enllsted August 14, 1862. 
Zimmerman, Andrew, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

COMPANY G. 
Musician. 

Theodore Werth, enlisted August 2, 1862. 

COMPANY H .  
Pri-dates. 

Knauff, George F., enlisted August 7, 1862. 

COMPANY K. 
Privates. 

Blank, Victor, enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Bischoff. Ferdinand. enlisted July 28, 1862. 
Kuhn, Frederick, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Kohler, Morand, enlisted August 18, 1862. 

EIGHTY-THIRD INFANTRY. 
COMPANY I. 

Recrlcit. 
Brown, James W., enlisted March 22, 1865. 

Unassigned Recruit. 
Higgins, Patrick, enlisted February 6, 1865. 

EIGHTY-FIFTH INFANTRY. 
The Eighty-fifth Illinois Infantry Volunteers was 

organized at Peoria, Illinois, in August, 1862, by 
Colonel Robert S. Moore, and musfered into service 
August 27, 1862. Ordered to Loulsv~lle, Kentucky, 
September 6, 1862. and assigned to Thirty-sixth Bri- 
gade, Eleventh Division, Thlrd Army Corps, Colo- 
nel D. McCook commanding division, and Major 
General Gilbert commanding corps. The Eighty- 
fifth marched in pursuit uf the  enemy under Gen- 
eral Bragg, October I, 1862, and was engaged in 
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the battle of Champion Hills, a t  Perryville. Ken- 
tucky, October 8th, and moved with the army to 
Nashville, Tennessee, arriving November 7. 1862. 
Regiment mustered out June 5, 1865, at  Washing- 
ton, D. C. and arrived a t  Camp Butler, Illinois, 
June !I, 1865, where they received final payment 
and discharge. 

COMPANY A. 
Private. 

Harrison, William C., enlisted August 10, 1863. 

COMPANY C. 
Recruit. 

Dunn, Joseph, enlisted September I. 1862. 

CO'MPANY F. 
Corporals. 

John O'Brien, enlisted June 16, 1862. 
George Deford, enlisted June 21. 1862. 

Privates. 
Hamilton, Reuben. enlisted June 2, 1862. 
Hamilton, David, enlisted June 21, 1862. 
Jones, Ed., enlisted June 21, 1862. 
Landers, Maurice, enlisted June 21, 1863. 
Quinlan, William, enlisted June 21, 1862. 
Wrestnour, Fitzhugh, enlisted June 16, 1862. 

Recruit. 
Greteron, John. 

COMPANY K. 
Privates. 

Burr, Nelson, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Kelso, James A., enlisted August 15, 1862. 

EIGHTY-SIXTH INFANTRY. , 

The Eighty-sixth Infantry Illinois Volunteers was 
organized at  Peoria, Illinois, in August, 1862, by 
Colonel David D. Irons, and mustered in Au ust 
27th. Moved for Louisville and camped at  Jo ffolt, 
on the Indiana side, September 10, 1862. Was 
assigned to Thirty-sixth Brigade, Colonel D. Mc- 
Cook, with Fifty-second Ohio and Eighty-fifth Illi- 
nois and One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois, 
Eleventh Division, Brigadier General P. H. Sheri- 
dan commanding. Marched from camp October 1st 
and on the 8th was engaged in the battle of Perry- 
ville, losing one killed and fourteen wounded. 
Moved thence to Crab Orchard and to Nashville, 
arriving November 7th. Soon after moved to Mil1 
Creek. Returned to Nashville December 10th. 
Moved to Brentwood, April 8, 1863. Returned to 
Nashville June 3d. On the 30th moved to Murfrees- 
boro. Returned July 19th. Marched August 20th 
via Franklin and Columbia to Huntsville, Alabama, 
and on the 4th of September marched to Chatta- 
nooga. The Eighty-sixth was here assigned to the 
Reserve Corps under Major General Gordon Gran- 
ger. Engaged in the battle of Chickamauga, Sep- 
tember 19, 20 and 21. Brigade assigned to Second 
Division, Fourteenth Army Corps. Moved into 
Lookout Valley Oc'tober 29th. I n  the night of 
November 23d crossed the river on a pontoon and 
camped at  the foot of Missionary Ridge. Pursued 
the enemy on the .  26th to Rlnggold and was then 
ordered to Knoxville, Tennessee. Marched as  far  
as Little Tennessee river and returned to Chatta- 
nooga December 18th after a most severe march. 
Was engaged on the reconnoissance to Buzzard 
Roost Gap near Dalton, February 24, 1864, fighting 
the enemy two days. Lost one man killed and 
seven wounded. March 6th moved to Lee and Gor- 
don's Mills and May 3d joined General Sherman's 
arm a t  Ringgold, Georgia. Was engaged a t  Buz- 
zardjs Roost, May g, 10 and 11; Resaca, May I4  
and 15; Rome, May 17-six killed and eleven 
wounded; Dallas, from May 27 to June 5; Kenesaw 
Mountain from June I I to 27, loslng one hundred 
and ten killed and wounded. 

Was again engaged with the enemy on the banks 
of the Chattahoochie on the 18th of July; a t  Peach 
Tree Creek on the 19th and near Atlanta from the 
20th to  the 22d. Engaged in the siege of AJlanta, 
Colonel Dillsworth commanding brigade, Brigadier 
General J. D. Morgan commanding d.ivision, and 
Brevet Major General Jefferson C. Davrs command- 
ing the corps, Engaged a t  Jonesboro, September 
1st. September 29th moved by rail to Athens, Ala- 
bama, and marched to Florence, driving Forrest 
across the Tennessee. Moved to Chattanooga and 

thence to G?lesville, Alabama, Kingston and to At- 
lanta, arrlvlng November 15th  Commenced the 
march to the sea. November 16th. Arrived at Sa- 
vannah, December ~ 1 s t .  hloved January 20, 1865, 
on the campaign of the Carolinas, Brevet Brigadier 
General B. D. Fearing commanding the brigade. 
Engaged in the battle of Averysboro, March 16th 
and of Bentonville, 19th and zoth, and arrived a t  
Goldsboro, March 23d. March to Raleigh, A p j l  
10th. After the surrender of Johnson marched vla 
Richmond to Washington City, at which place it 
was mustered out of service, June 6, 1865, by Lieu- 
tenant George Scroggs, and ordered to Chicago, 11- 
linois, where it received final pay and discharge. 
Died, killed and wounded, 346; marched 3,500 
miles; by rail, 2,000 mlles. 

Colonel. 
David D. Irons, commissioned August 27, 1862. 

Lieutenant Coloncl. 
David \V. Magee, commissioned August 27, 1862. 

Majors. 
James S. Bean, commissioned August 27, 1862. 
Joseph F. Thomas, commissioned March 25, 1864. 

Adjtitant. 
James E. Prescott, commissioned August 27, 1862. 

Qtiarterl~laster. 
Charles H. Deane, commissioned August 11, 1862. 

S~rrgeon. 
Massena &I. Hooton, commissioned August 27, 

1862. 
Assista~at Surgeo?~. 

First, Israel J. Guth, commissioned July 14, 1864. 

COMPANY A. 
Quarter~~raster Sergea~lts .  

John C. Adams. enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Charles Magee, enlisted August 11, 1862. 

Pri-iates. 
Brown, Jasper A., enlisted August 28, 1862. 

COMPANY B. 
Corporal. 

George W. Berdim, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Privates. 

Berdim, Walter I., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Brown, Harvey S., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Crouch, Ansel. enlisted August 13, 1863. 
Lee, Charles, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Lemons, George, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Sham, John W., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Warren, James, enlisted August 15. 1862. 
Wallace, Alexander, enlisted August 13, 1862. 

COMPANY C. 
Captains. 

Joseph F. Thomas, commissioned August 27, 1862. 
Wllllam G. McDonald, commissioned March 25, 

1864. 
Lieute~tants. 

1:irct. Tohn H: Bachelder, commissioned August 
27, 1862. 

Second, Reuben B. Beebe, commissioned August 
27, 1862. 

Second, Edwin C. Stillman, commissioned June 
12, 1865. 

Sergeants. 
Alfred S. Proctor, enlisted August 13, 1862. 

.Corporals. 
William Arnsworth. enlisted August 13, 1862. 
James Mitchell, enlisted August g. 1862. 
Stephen L. Easton, enlisted August 8, 1.862. 
Isaac M. hlcculley. enlisted August 8, 1862. 

Musicians. 
Abel W. Brown, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Benjamin Swigger, enl~sted August 7, 1862. 

Wagoner. 
John Buggs, enlisted August 13, 1862. 

Prioa tes. 
Beebe. William J., enlisted August 5, 1862. 
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Bowers, Joseph, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Bland, William J., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Bland, John, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Baldwin, William J., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Bell, John H., enlisted August XI,  1862. 
Bell, James, enlisted August XI ,  1862. 
Carver, Horace C.. enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Carter, Elbert S., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Clawson, Henry, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Clark, Cyrus C., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Colwell, George W., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Damon. Hiram S., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Dray, Henry S.. enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Doiiovan, Michael. enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Easton, William D., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Furguson, James B., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Flanders, Chauncey H., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Glaze, Isaac, enlisted A.ugust 12, 1862. 
Gallop, Ralph P., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Hutchinson, Enoch H., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Hunt,  Isaac, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Harrington, John, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Jenkins, Albanus L., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Jenkins, William hf., enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Mason, John, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Marsh, James. e~llistetl August 8, 1862. 
Maxson. Mathew, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Nurs, Henry H., enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Parsons, Abraham S., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Putman, ~\l!en, enlisted August 12, 1865. 
Prentiss, Benjamin, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Root, Cyrus. enlisted August I I ,  1862. 
Rutherford, Tacob J., enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Rutherford, ~ n d r e w  T., enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Robertson. James, eniisted August 9, 1862. 
Stowell, Oscar, e:llisied August I I ,  1862. 
Sarver, Jacob, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Sarver. John. enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Sanger, Adna T.. enlisted August I I ,  I 862. 
Sexton, Frederick L., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Selders, John B., enlisted August 5. 1862. 
Selders, Thomas B., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Sirlott, James, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Stewart, John. enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Stittman, Anson P.. enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Stittman, Sanford H., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Thomas, Tohn, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Troxell, William, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Troxell, Absalom, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Vining, William H.. enlisted August 13. 1862. 
Weldman. Charles E.. enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Wilson, Loren J., enlisted August 14, 186.2. 
Wilson,, Georqe N., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Young, Charles M., enlisted August 11, 1862. 

Recrtr its. 
Brown, Harvey Id. Wallace, Alexander. 
Shane, John W. r,elnon. George. 

COMPANY D. 
Captain. 

Frank Hitchcock. commissioned August 27, 1862. 

Lie~itenai t t .  
Second, William H. Hall, commissioned August 

27, 1862. 
Sergeants. 

Augustus V. Johnson, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Samuel Y. Horine, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
John Kiefman, enlisted August X I ,  1862. 

Corporals. 
T.emuel R. Elliot, enlisted August XI ,  1862. 
George R. Davis, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Robert M. Jones, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Thomas Cobb, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
William Treeley, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Alfred M. McKenney, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
John Decker, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Isaach H. Moore, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

Mzisicians. 
Frank G. Luther, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Richard McCarty, enlisted August 8, 1862. 

W a g o n w .  
Daniel W .  Johnson, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

Privates. 
Anderson, David H . ,  enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Arnold, William B.. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Bickford, Leonard B., enlisted August 11, 1862. 

Bohanan, James W., enlisted August XI,  1862. 
Boshwick, William E., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Bauman, Reinhart, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Beal, George, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Bennett. William, enlisted July 21, 1862. 
Crane, Asa F., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Conrad, Ezra K., enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Conrad, Elias H., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Cobb, Daniel, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Cramer, Arthur, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Chaml), Victor R., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Duffield, William, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
I)illaplaine, John W., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Dailey, Henry, enlisted July 30, 1862. 
Frank. Jesse, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Greenliaigh, Richard W., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Gregory, John I?., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Graham, Abram S., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Graham, William, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Hart. John W., enlisted July 24, 1862. 
Hartman, Henry, enlisted August 8, 1862. 

I 
Hartman, Christopher, enllsted August 8, 1862. 
Kingon. Perry, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Kennedy, William S., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Krouse, Martin, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Rrouse, John, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Kingon, John, enlisted August 9. 1862. 
Kribbler. John. enlisted August 13, 1862. 
lcimsey, Joel L., enlisted ~\ugust  14, 1862. 
Love, Samuel D., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Lee, William D., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
T,ong, Thomas M., enlisted 11ugust: 11, 1862. 

I 
Lobaugh, Abraham, enlisted August I j, 1862. 
hloore, Francis R.. enlisted August I j. 1862. 
hlagee, Charles, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
&IrCoy, Thomas, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Miller, Samuel, enlisted Aueust 8. 1862. 
McManus, James J., enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Morris, James F., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Miller, George, enlisted August XI ,  1862. 
McCoy, Leroy S., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Memeyer, William F.. enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Palmer, Rosaloo, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Priston, Martin. enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Root, Merritt R., enlisted August 9. 1862. 
Ricliardson, William hI.. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Stoffer, Alva, enlisted .August I I ,  1862. 
Thatcher, Jacob R., enl~sted August 14, 1862. 
Taylor, Charles E., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
T a ~ g a r t ,  Robert, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Wesrott, Chariton, enlisted August 18, 1862. 
Williamson. John, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Wrigley, William E., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Wescott, Horatio, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Williamson. Joseph, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
W r i ~ l e y ,  lospseph, enl.isted August I I ,  1862. 
Wikoff, William, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Wilson, William E., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Young, William M., enlisted August XI ,  1862. 

Recruits. 
Fry, William 'F. M. 
Frank, Henry, enlisted December 29, 1863. 
Hallmeyer. Joseph. enlisted December 16, 1863. 
Kemple. Charles B., enlisted December 29, 1863. 
Preston, John R., enlisted December 29, 1863. 
Preston, David, enlisted December 22, 1863. 
Walker, Benjamin F., enlisted January 2, 1863. 

CO'MPANY E. 
Captaiw. 

Frederick A. lToldorf,  commissiotled December 26, 
I 862. 

Scrgcatzt. 
Ira111 Murray, enlisted August 13, 1862. 

Privates. 
Chert. Anibrose, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Graham, Tohn, enlisted August 13. 1862. 
Mallon, Tames, enlisted August 13. 1862. 
Sumner, 'Thomas J., enlisted August 13, 1862. 

Recrttits. 
Anderson. Joseph, enlisted January 30, 1865. 
Bridegroom, Julius, enlisted January 19, 1864. 
Sumner. Anthony W. 
Smith, Benjamin F., enlisted January 19, 1864. 

COMPANY G. 
Priztat e. 

Upshaw, Thomas J., enlisted August 22, 1862. 
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Recruits. Recruits. 
Caitl, David L. 
Hindbaugh, Philip, cnjisted January 4, 1864. 
Sandern, Charles, enl~s ted  January 2, 1864. 

COMPANY H. 
Captain. 

Joliq 11. Hall, commissioned August 27, 1862. 

Lieutenants. 
First, 1:dwin E. Peters, commissioned August 27, 

1862. 
Second. 1)avilla W. Merwin, commissioned Au- 

gust 27, 1862. 
Second, John 11. Henderson, commissioned June 

12, 1865. 
Sergeants. 

Alathew Alurdock, enlisted July 31, 1862. 
John C. Adams, enlisted August 4, 1862. 

Corporals. 
William T. Iieener, enlisted August 5, 1862. 
William C. Stewart. enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Tonatl~an Haley, enlisted August I, 1862. 
john T. Geerling, enlisted August 16, 1862. 

Matsaczait. 
Salem 1.3. Martin, enlisted August I ,  1862. 

Wagoner. 
George Farnsworth. enlisted Julv 19, 1862. - - - -  - 

Privates. 
Anthony, Jacob, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Alger, Josiah J., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Buck, William, enlisted July 18, 1862. 
Buck, Millar, enlisted July 18, 1862. 
Bremer, John, enl~sted August I, 1862. 
Blackwell, Thomas, enlisted July 31, 1862. 
Beasemore, .Robert G., enlisted July 29, 1862. 
Blundel, Wllllam, enlisted July 26, 1862. 
Brings, William, enlisted July 22, 1862. 
Cole, Oliver W., enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Cain, David L., enlisted July 28, 1862. 
Claver, David, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Church, Andrew G., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Charles. H. Charles. enlisted August 27, 1863. 
Dolan, john, enlisted July 31, 1862. 
Edwards, Evans, enlisted August I, 1862. 
Ewing, John W. H., enl~sted August 4, 1862. 
Flick, Erwin, enl~sted July 8, 1862. 
Foster, Robert, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Fullerton, James, enlisted August 2, 1862. 
Fuller, George, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Flagler, John W., enlisted July 31, 1862. 
Faskitt, Byron O., enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Faskitt, Ly!nan W., enl~sted August 13. 1862. 
Gasney, W~lliam, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Hackan, Sebalt, enlisted July 19, 1862. 
Jayne, Jacob, enlisted August 2, 1862. 
Rellogg, Lewis F., enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Kellogg, William P., enlisted July 18, 1862. 
Keack, Daniel C., enlisted August 2, 1862. 
Kruger, Edward H., enllsted August 11, 1862. 
Kilver, Henry J., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Ley, William L., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Mason. Richard, enlisted qugust  7. 1862. 
hlapinley, William A., enllsted August I ,  1862. 
McFarland, James A., enlisted July 18, 1862. 
McConnell. Robert A., enlisted August 6, 1862. 
McKone, John, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
McMahan, Sylv'ester, enl~sted August 14, 1862. 
McGee, Charles, enlisted August I I ,  1862. 
Nowlon. William W., enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Oburgh, Francis V.. enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Place, Emerson, enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Place. John N., enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Peters, Andrew W.. enlisted August 11, 1862. 
nnok. Charles. enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Reed, Aneus hf.. enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Ramsay, Harrison, enlisted August I I ,  1862. 
Stone. Ely. enlisted August 2, 1862. 
Smock, William. enlisted July 30, 1862. 
Schleigh, John J., enlisted August 5 ,  1862. 
Slocum. George, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Scott. James. enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Sharpneck, William, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Vanpatten, Emerson, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Wayne, Isaac L., enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Wavne, Samuel, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Wallace, Charles, enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Wilkins, John J.. enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Zlmmerman, Jesse, enlisted August 6, 1862. 

Bennett, William. 
Darley, Henry. 
Moore, George M. 

Corporals. 
Thomas J. Love, enlisted August g, 1862. 
William P. Parker, enlisted August g, 1862. 

Privates. 
Clark, William L., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Clark, John, enlisted Auqust 9, 1862. 
Jones. Francis M., enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Lemaster, Isaac, enlisted .-2ugust 9, 1862. 
Lindenberger, Ernst  F. C., enlisted August 9, 

I 862. 
Slick, Ezra, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Sill, William P. J.: enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Sill, George D., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Sill, Isaac Rf., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Thomas, David, enlisted ilugust 12, 1862. 

Recruits. 
Cromwell, John, enlisted December 28, 186;. 
Green, Andrew S., enlisted December 28, 1863. 
Glassford, John, enlisted December 28, 1863. 
Glassford, George, enlisted December 28, 1863. 
Johnson. Cyrus, enlisted December 29, 1863. 
Relley, Nelson, enlisted February 21, 1865. 
Petty, Ezekiel, enlisted December 28, 1863. 
Petty, John R., enlisted December 28, 1863. 
Sayler, Wllliam C., enlisted January 25, 1864. 
Wolf, Jonathan B., enlisted October 11, 1864. 

COMPANY K. 
Captailzs. 

John F. French, commissioned August 27, 1862. 
Levi A. Ross, commissio~led April 20, 1865. 

Lic~cteitants. 
First, James B. Feet, commissioned August 27, 

1862. 
First, John illorrow,, conlmissioned August 20, 

1865. 
Second, I-Ienry F. Irvin, commissioned August 27, 

1862. 
Second, John JlcGinnis, commissioned June 12, 

1865. 
Sergeants. 

First, Peter H. Snyder, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Alexander Buchanan, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Elijah Coburn, enlisted August 7, 1862. 

Corporals. 
John Carter, enlisted August g. 1862. 
Edwin L. Smith, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Levi A. Ross, enlisted August g, 1862. 
John 2. Slone, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Ebenezer M. Armstrong, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Samuel Bohrer. enlisted .August 8, 1862. 
John 5. Anderson, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
William H. Anton, enlisted August 7, 1862. 

dllcsicians. 
David Smith, enlisted i\ugust g, 1862. 
John E, White, enlisted August g. 1862. 

Wagoner. 
John Dukes, enlisted August 7, 1862. 

Priuates. 
Anten, George, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Alter, Charles E., enl~sted August 8, 1862. 
.Andrews, Henry A., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Aten, Charles S., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Anderson, Warren T., enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Butler, Sylvester, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Reach, Frank, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Bickner, Andrew J., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Rlanchard. William .H., enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Burgess, Green, enltsted August g, 1862. 
Butler, Henry, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Burns, Patrick, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Coburn. Samuel C., enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Cook, George, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Cowley, John J., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Dinesmore. Peter, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Debord, Jefferson, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Debord, Nelson, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
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Deal, William, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Debord, John, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Foley, Hezekiah, en!isted August 7, 1862. 
Francis, Joseph, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Gladfather, Jacob, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Gladfather, David, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Gladfather, Frederick, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Hayward, Henry, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Hare, George H., enlisted August 26, 1862. 

efferson, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Hare, id armaduke, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Hare, Henr H., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Hamilton. Seorge W., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Keller, William H., enlisted August g, 1862. 
Keller, Emanuel, enlisted August 7. 1862. 
Keller, Andrew, enii?ted August 7, 1862. 
Keller, Edmund, enllsted August 7, 1862. 
Lair, Andrew J., enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Litts, Benjamin, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Little, Henry, enljsted August 8, 1862. 
Miller, James enllsted August 7, 1862. 
McMillan, ~ o h n ,  enllsted August 7, 1862. 
McGuire, Charles, enl.isted August 13, 1862. 
Morrow, Erastus, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Nace, Joseph J., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Nail, George B., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Newman, George W., enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Potts, William W.. enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Parents, Joseph, en!isted August 7, 1862. 
Potts, William, enl!sted August 7. 1862. 
Potts, John T., enllsted August 25, 1862. 
Pembleton, William, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Pigg, William P., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Russell, James A., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Russell, James M., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Reed, Philander, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Roney, Hugh, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Koney, Peter, enl~sted August 8, 1862. 
Rook, William, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Rilea, Simon W.. enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Smith, John W., enljsted August 8, 1862. 
Smith, Isaac L., enllsted August 7. 1862. 
Sayles, Moses M., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Sayles, Thomas, enljsted August I I, 1862. 
Springer, Noah, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Snidaker, Elijah B., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Smith, Archibald, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Sanger, Madison, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Sabin, John M., enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Scott, Andrew I., enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Timmons, Francls, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Watson, James S., enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Weisenburg, William H., enlisted August 7, 1862 
White, William K., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
White, James E., enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Wiley, Charles, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Young, Harrison, enllsted August I I, 1862. 
Ziler, Jeremiah C., enlisted August 14, 1862. 

Recruits. 
Debord, Henry, enlisted August. 19, 1862. 
Gladfetter, Albert, enlisted February I, 1864. 
Hughs, William, enlisted February I, 1864. 
Harris, Joseph D., enlisted January 23, 1865. 
Lynch, James A., enlisted January 23, 1865. 
Nail, William T., enlisted January 21, 1864. 

EIGHTY-EIGHTH. INFANTRY. 
Unassigned Recruits.  

Ambler, Monroe, enlisted December 6, 1863. 
Brown, Chester F., enlisted October 22, 1863. 

EIGHTY-NINTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Recruits. 
Smith, Samuel, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Urie, David R., enlisted August 13, 1862. 

COMPANY G. 
Priuate. 

Baves, Adelbert, enlisted November, 1863. 

Recruit.  
Hunt,  James. enlisted November 28, 1863. 

NINETY-THIRD INFANTRY. 
COMPANY C. 

Recruits. 
Corwin, Thomas R., enlisted April 12, 1865. 
Parsons, John, enlisted December 5. 1864. 
Parker, James, enlisted April 11. 1865. 

Ryon, John, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Timmons, John, enlisted April 12, 1865. 

COMPANY K. 
Recruit.  

Godfrey, Michael, enlisted March 31, 1865. 

Unassigned Recruits.  
' Baker, James, enlisted April I I, 1865. ' 
Cody, Patrick, enlisted April I I, 1865. 
Clark, Thomas J., enllsted April I I, 1865. 
Uougherty, John, enlisted March g, 1865. 
Flynn, Frank, enlisted March g, 1865. 
Farrington, George, enlisted March 29, 1865. 
Higgins, John, enlisted April 11, 1865. 
Hellyard, Thomas, enlisted March 22, 1865. 
Jenkins, William K., enlisted March 11, .1865. 
Mulcahy, Patrick, enlisted April I I, 1865. 
Morgan, James, enlisted March 11, 1865. 
O'Brlen, Patrick, enlisted March g, 1865. 
Powers, William, enlisted March g, 1865. 
Welsh, James, enlisted April 11, 1865. 
Zonowski. Louis, enlisted March 22, 1865. 

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel. 

John Warner, commissioned August 28, 1862. 

Major.  
Lyman W. Clark, commissioned October 26, 1864. 

Adjutants .  
Benjamin T. Foster, commissioned August 23, 

1862. 
Henry C. Fursman, commissioned June 23, 1864. 

Quartermaster. 
George W. Raney, commissioned August 18, 1862. 

Sergeant Majors. 
John E. McDermot, enlisted August I, 1862. 
Edward Pratt. 

Quarter+naster Sergeants. 
George B. Raney, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Anson Adams. 

Cornmissary Sergeants. 
John M. Dodge, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
George Hindson. 

Hospital Steward.  
Henry C. Fursman, enlisted September 15, 1862. 

Principal Musician. 
Frederick Wham. 

COMPANY B. 
Privates. 

Coons, Andrew J., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Coons, Martin, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Crall, William H., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Horton, Joseph W., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Ingalls, William R., enlisted August 14, 1862. 

CO'A~PANY E. 
Captain. 

Sylvester V. Dooley, commissioned August 28, 
1862. 

Lieztteflants. 
First, Patrick Moore, commissioned August 28, 

1863. 
Second, Thomas Lynch, commissioned August 28, 

1862. 
Peter Young, commissioned August I, 1865. 

Sergeants. 
Patrick Lynch, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
James Freeman, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Alexander Pitcher, enlisted August 13, 1862. 

Corporals. 
George Simons, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Tohn Lipton, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
:Tames Dempsey, enlisted August g. 1862. 
Thomas McCarly, enlisted August 9, 186.7. 
William H. Calcott, enlisted August 7. 1862. 
Tohn Mangan, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
John Hanson, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Gustavus Granstrand, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
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Musicians. 

J ames Brophy, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
ames Byan, enlisted August 15. 1862. 

Wagoner.  
Henry Hammond, enlisted August 9 ,  1862. 

Privates. 
Bradley, Robert, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Broyhey, ohn, enlisted August 11. 1862. 
Barnard, 1 ames, enlisted August I 5, 1862. 
Burke. John, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Carroll, htichael, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Corbet, Joseph, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Crass, James, enl~sted August 13, 1862. 
Cranson, John, enllsted August 14, 1862. 
Chamblin, Elisha, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Crowder, J,ohn, enlisfed August 13, 1862. 
Cation, W~lliam, enl~sted August 22, 1862. 
Dodd, George, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Davis, Evan, enllsted August 22, 1862. 
Dodge, John, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Don, Levy Joseph, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Driscal, Denn~s ,  enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Dickerson, Frank, enllsted August 18, 1862. 
DivZng, Cyrus, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Ewing, George W., enlisted August 3, 1862. 
Eads, Thomas, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Fentrop, Henry, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Fleming, Mjchael, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Flanagan, I homas, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Gross, Daniel, enl~sted August 22, 1862. 
Groatatoaut, Jesse, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Guppy, Samuel, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Gillit, Julien, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Graves, Isaac, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Higgins, John, enlisted August I 5, 1862. 
Hidson, George, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Hutchinson, Samuel, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Hogan, Barnard, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Hughes, George, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Jones. Avrein, enlisted August 5, 1862. 
James, John, enlisted August 16, 1862. 
Jenkins, John, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Kelley, James, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Kenny, James, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Lushman, Thomas, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Loomis, Michael, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Loman, Thomas, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Lockland, Michael, enlisted August I 5, 1 862. ' 
Murphy, William H., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
McIlone, Michael, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
McComb, James, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Moore, John, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
AIcCarty, John, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Merry, Edward, enlisfed August 22, 1862. 
h.lrI<night, James, enllsted August 8, 1862. 
Roberts, George, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Rice, George, enlisted August 16, 1862. 
Simons, John, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Strately, James, en!isted August 7, 1862. 
Simmers, John, enllsted August 12, 1862. 
Smith. Edwin. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Summers, William, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Thorp, Charles. enlisted August I 5, 1862. 
Taylor, Tames, enlisted August 17, 1862. 
Upton, James, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Whitty, Samuel, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

i Walters, Andrew, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Walters. John, enlisted August 22. 1862. 
Yost, Bartholomew, enlisted Angust 22, 1862. 

COMPANY D. 
Privates. 

Gabriel, Philip, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Hartrnan, William, enjisted August 11, 1862. 
Kellogg, Nathan, enltsted August 8, 1862. 
Pank, Alexander, enlisted August 20, 1862. 
Page, James H., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Snyder, James, enlisted September 5, 1862. 

I Recruit.  
Greenwell, George, enlisted February 23, 1865. 

COMPANY F. 
Privates. 

Doman, John. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Edwards, Henry O., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Everingham, Joseph H., enlisted August 15, 186 
Fursman, Henry C., enlisted September 18, 186 
Kirkner, George, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
McKown, Robert, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

Phillips, George, enlisted August I 5, 1862. 
Perdue, Wiliiam F., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Stine, George A., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Sonderland, Olof, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Twigs, James L., enlisted August 15, 1862. 

Recruit. 
Kyle, John, enlisted January 26, 1865. 

COMPANY G. 
Captatns. 

George R. Haglitt, commissioned August 28, 1862. 
Samuel B. Harts, commissioned January 13, 1863. 
Henry C. Sommers, commissioned May 30, 1863. 
John E. McDermott, commissioned June 13, 1864. 

Lieutenants. 
First, James H. \Vynd, commissioned June 13, 

1 8 6 ~ .  . -. 

~;cond, James Bradshaw, commissioned August 
r ,  1865. 

Sergeants. 
First, George W. Morris, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
George Angus, enlisted August g, 1862. 
John S: Phillips, enlisted August 12, 1862. 

Corporals. 
Sylvanus H. Williams, enlisted July 28, 1862. 
William R. Caldwell, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Alfert F. Simons, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Lewis Elwell, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Clinton V. B. Reader, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Lenrls ~Mitchell, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Samuel H. Mobery, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Aaron T. Sharp, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

Musicians. 
Ephraim Bartlett, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
William C.  mawb berry, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

Wagoner.  
Anson Adams, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

Privates. 
Atkinson, Henry, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Berdine, George W., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Buchard, Thomas, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Brown, Reuben W., enllsted August 15. 1862. 
Bowers, Isaac. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Bradshaw, LVilliam, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Blanchard, Robert A., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Brummel, Charles, enlisted July 16, 1862. 
Broomfield, Obadiah,, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Brown, John H., enllsted August 14, 1862. 
Con,roy, Charles M., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Craig, Hlram D., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Conroy, James A.. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Curtis, James, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Crouch, John A., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Cochran, James, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Dunne, James, enlisted August I, 1862. 
Easter, 17ranklln, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Easter. Noah, enlisted October 12, 1862. 
Frazier, Thomas J., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Grundy, James, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Ilomer, Landow, enlisted -4ugust 12, 1862. 
Harris, Charles T.. enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Hartley, John J., enli.sted August IS, 1862. 
Holmes, Jesse. N., enllsted August I 5, 1862. 
ohnson, Willlam, enlisted August I 5, 1862. k. ~ppenbrock, Lewis M., enlisted August 11, 1862. 

Keefer, Jacob, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Kirkman, Clement, enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Kippenbrock, Henry .4., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Lewis, Barney, cnllstecl August 15, 1862. 
Lewis, Charles, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Long, Toseph &I., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Lama, ' ~ohn ,  enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Larimar, James, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Layton, Sylvester, enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Mitchel, Martin, .enlisted July 22, 1862. 
Afeyer, John, enl~sted August 11, 1862. 
Meyers, IVilliam J. D., enlisted August 17, 1862. 
AfrDermot, John E., enlisted August I, 1862. 
&ioore, John S., enlisted July 28, 1862. 
McComb. Andrew, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Owens. Robert, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Owens, Pleasant, enlisted July IS, 1862. 

2. Odell, George, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
2. Penny, Brayton A., enlisted Aue;ust 13, 1862. 

Porter. Jackson. enl~sted August 7, 1862. 
Pernell, James M., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
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Powell, Edward, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Phillips, Valentine, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Raney, George B., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Randall. Jeremiah E., enlisted July 28, 1862. 
Rose, Washington enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Rice, George, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Stock, Valentine. enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Sommers, William, enlisted August 5, 1862. 
Sommers, Leonard, enlisted August I 5, 1862. 
Staples, Joshua, enlisted August I 5 ,  1862. 
Sherwood, SHmuel, enlisted August 10, 1862. 
Tipton, James R., enlisted August 19, 1862. 
Webell, George W., enlisted August IS, 1862. 
\Vatts. Robert. enlisted August 15. 1862. 
Wright, William. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Worth, Samuel R., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Zuber, John J., enlisted July 28, 1862. 

Recruits. 
Aldrich, George, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Bailey, Henry C., enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Butler, John. enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Fox, Reed, enlisted March 6. 1865. 
Guyer, George, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Hibbs, Evan. enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Ring, Joseph, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Prior, Richard. enlisted March 6, 1865. 

COMPANY H. 
Kirby, Patrick, enlisted September 5, 1862. 
Moran, Michael, enlisted September 20, 1862. 

COMPANY I. 
Captaitts. 

John W. Carroll, commissioned August 28, 1862. 
Patrick Needham, commissioned March 28, 1862. 

Lielcteila~tt. 
First, Richard Scholes, commissioned August 28, 

1862. 
Second, Daniel Dulany, commissioned August 28, 

1862. 
Edward Prat t ,  commissioned August I, 1865. 

Sergeants.  
First, John S. Stater, enlisted August z, 1862. 
James Sook, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Dauphin H.  ICendall, enlisted August 13, 1862. 

Corporals. 
John Smith, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
David Rockford, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Richard Walsh, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Noal Hungerford, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
George Myers, enlisted August, 1862. 
Thomas Byron, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Edward Grant. enlisted August 14. 1862. 
John Kearns, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

Alzisicians. 
Harvey Steele, enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Frederick Mrham, enlisted August 27, 1862. 

Wagoner .  
Dudley Willits, enlisted August 11, 1862. 

Privates.  
Briggs, Samuel, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Bachus, Francis, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Brown, Thomas, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Barry, Daniel L., enlisted August 17, 1862. 
Cook, Henry H.. enlisted A u ~ u s t  14, 1862. 
Curtis, George P., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Crews, Thomas M., enlisted August 10, 1862. 
Carey, James, enlisted August 16, 1862. 
Cullen, Mathew, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Dunningan, Alpheus. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Dillon, Edward, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Delong, William H., enlisted August I I 1862. 
Dillon, Christopher, enlisted August 14: 1862. 
Dunne, Patrick, enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Eagan, William, enlisted August 15. 1862. 
Evans, David. enlisted August 9. 1862. 
Gabriel, Andrew, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Grimes, Terrence, enllsted August 15, 1862. 
Hodpes, Alexander. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Harding, Samuel C., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Heyers, Reuben, enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Harmon. John. enlisted Au st, 1862. 
IIirsh, Beniamin I?., e n l i s t e r ~ e p t e m b e r  22, 1862. 
Tackson. Victor. enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Jones, John, enlisted August 13, 1862. 

Kershau, Thomas, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Kinney, James, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
McGinnis, Green, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Murphy, Michael, enlisted August g, 1862. 
Moore, John S., enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Murphy, James, enlisted August, 1862. 
Orr. William, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Phillips, Andrew, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Powers, Thomas, enlisted September I, 1862. 
Phillips, William, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Rockford, David, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Ryan, James, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Royster. Joshua, enlisted August 8, 1862. 
Ransom, Henry, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Rodgers, James, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Ryan, William, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Skidniore, William, enlisted August 29, 1862. 
Sommers, Leonard, enlisted August 29, 1862. 
Shultz, Samuel, enlisted August 28, 1862. 
Sedgwick, Charles, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
S m ~ t h ,  John, enllsted August 20, 1862. 
Shomaker, William, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Smythe, Charles, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Sealer, Anthony, enlisted September I, 1862. 
Sill, William M., enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Thenne, Mathias, enlisted Septcmber 17, 1862. 
Turner, John G., enlisted August 16, 1862. 
Taggert, Robert M., enlisted August 20, 1862. 
Tyler, Cassius M., enlisted August 18, 1862. 
Van Volson. Joshua, enlisted August I I. 1862. 
Walker, Samuel, enlisted August 18, 1862. 
Wasterman, Charles C.. enlisted August 19, 1862. 
Walsh, Edward, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Walsh, John, enlisted September 17, 1862. 
Walsh, Tames, en l~s ted  September 17, 1862. 
Walsh, William, enlisted September 17. 1862. 

Captain. 
Lyman W. Clark, com~nissioned August 28, 1862. 

serge at^ t .  
Preston H. Burch, enlisted February IS, 1862. 

Corporal. 
James Balfour, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

Privates.  
Alder, George, enlisted August 28, 1862. 
Alexander, Gilbert, enlisted August 12,  1862. 
Carroll, Michael, enlisted July 22, 1862. 
Cliver. Thomas H., enlisted August 28, 1862. 
Evans. David. enlisted August 4, 1862. 
Guy, Samuel S., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Howard, John, enlisted August 28, 1862. 
Huien, Patrick, enlisted August 22, 1862. 
King, Alexander, enlisted July 28, 1862. 
Leonard, John C., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
O'Neil, Peter, enlisted July 17, 1862. 
Pattee, John I:., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Robble, August, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Snyder, Daniel H., enlisted August 6, 1862. 
Tinker, Daniel A., enlisted August 15, 1862. 
\'andover, Gilbert, enlisted August 15. 1862. 
Wham. John I., enlisted August 28, 1862. 
Yaw, George L., enlisted August 12, 1862. 

'Unassigned Recruits. 
Davidson, Tames, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
RScQuirk, Bernard, enlisted September 22, 1864. 
Swartwood, Henry. 

O N E  HUNDRED A N D  T W E L F T H  INFANTRY. 
COMPANY D. 

Privates.  
Keazel, John D., enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Sergeant, Jeremiah, enlisted August 12, 1862. 
Dardis, Michael, enlisted January 24, 1865. 

O N E  HUNDRED AND T H I R T E E N T H  
INFANTRY. 

Sergeant Abajor. 
Samuel A. Wilson. 

CO'MPANY B. 
Lieutenant. 

T:irst, John Jeffcoat, commissioned August 26, 
1863. 

Corporals. 
Milton H .  RonnsavSlle, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
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I T,oyal S. Blair, enlisted August 8, 1862. ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SECOND 
John R. Blanchet. enlisted August I I, 1862. INFANTRY. 

Mztsicians. COMPANY D. 

!\ll,ert 1'. Nicholas, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Lieutenant. 

1 First, H. A. Anderson, commissioned June I, 
Privates. 1864. 

R~erh.  Riley V., enlisted August 6, 1862. Sergeant. I Carroll, Thomas. enlisted August g, 1862. First, Andrew P. Gibson, enlisted May 2, 1864. 
Fundy, John. enlisted August 9,  1862. 
Shays, George E., enlisted August 5, 1862. Musicia?t. 
Van Valkenburg, George T., enlisted August 7, William Thatcher, enlisted May g, 1864. 

1862. 
Wheel, Alexander, enlisted August 13. 1862. 

COMPANY E. 
Recruits. 

Rittle, Melcheur, enlisted March 3, 1865. 
Behrens, Ferdinand, enlisted March 8, 1865. 
Deitz, Andrew, enlisted March 10, 1865. 
Edller, Lawrence, enl~sted March 8, 1865. 
Steelig, Christian, enlisted March 8, 1865. 

COMPANY F. 
Recruit. 

\$:ilson, Samuel A., enlisted November 4. 1863. 

COMPANY 11. 
Private. 

Hall. Moses Mr., enlisted August 11, 1862. 

U?zassigned Recruit. 

I Schulze, John G., enlisted February 24. 1863. 

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH 
INFANTRY. 
COMPANY E. 
Lieutenant. 

First. Lewis R. Hedrick, commissioned May 27, 
1865. 

Sergeall t .  
Ashley Pettibone, enlisted August I I, 1862. 

Privates. 
Contrall, Edward D., enlisted August I I, 1862. 
Lemows. Joseph, enlisted August I 5, 1862. 
Petticord, Higginson, enlisted August 11, 1862. 
Rhodes. William K.? enlisted August 11, 1862. 
South, Leonard, enl~s ted  August 14, 1862. 
Wells, John, enllsted August 13, 1862. 

Recruit. 
George, James M., enlisted August 11, 1862. 

COMPANY I. 
Corporal. 

Woodron, Samuel, enlisted July 25, 1862. 

Priuates. 
Atkinson. Robert V., enlisted July 25, 1862. 
Tohnson, Orren D.. enlisted July 25, 1862. 
h f c ~ a n e ,  William, enlisted July 25, 1862. 
Sayle. Amos, enlisted July 25, 1862. 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTEENTH 

INFANTRY. 
COMPANY G .  

Corpornl. 
lTolney Prosper, enlisted August 14, 1862. 

ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH 
INFANTRY. 

Recvzrit. 
Mark Feary, enlisted February 16, 1864. 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THIRD 
INFANTRY. 

Unassigned Recrrtit. 
Murray, James, enlisted March 23, 1865. 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY F. 

Captain. 
John D. Rouse. commissioned September 2, 1862. 

Wagoner. 
John Darnel, enlisted May g, 1864. 

Privates. 
Bradshaw, Charles, enlisted May 13, 1864. 
Beesrn, Charles N., enlisted May 5, 1864. 
Darby, Henry H., enlisted May 8, 1864. 
Eaton, Robert N., enlisted May 5, 1864. 
Furman, Warner, enlisted May 27. 1864. 
Herbert, Daniel K., enlisted May 6, 1864. 
Humphrey, T. T., enlisted May 5, 1864. 
Tay. W. Scott, enlisted May 5, 1864. 
T,ocku,ood, W. P., enlisted May 5, 1864. 
Oldham, Charles T.. enlisted Slay 25, 1864. 
Plummer, Charles H., enlisted May 10, 1864. 
Rohinson. James. enlisted hIay 2. 1864. 
Richardson, E. D., enlisted May 5, 1864. 
River, Matthew, enljsted May 26, 1864. 
Smith, Wilham, enl~sted May 2, 1864. 
Welton. Charles P.. enlisted May 5 ,  1864. 

Recruit. 
Bartholomew, A. G. 

Private. 
Freudenburger, Edward, enlisted May 12, 1864. 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-NINTH 
INFANTRY. 

Colonel. 
Peter Davidson, commissioned June I, 1864. 

Adjzrtant. 
David N .  Sanderson, commissioned June I, 1864. 

Qziarter?naster. 
John Rryner, commissioned May 18, 1864. 

COMPANY A. 
Sergeant. 

Edward B. Dunbar, enlisted May 7, 1864. 

Corporal. 
Thomas Entz, enlisted May g, 1864. 

Privates. 
Clifton, Joseph H., enlisted June I, 1864. 
Farden. James, enlisted May g, 1864. 
Leonard, John R., enlisted May g, 1864. 
Shaw, James F., enlisted May g, 1864. 
Shepard, Mortimer H., enlisted May lo,  1864. 
Thompson. Henry B., enlisted May g, 1864. 
Thomas, Charles H., enlisted May g. 1864. 

CO'MPANY C. 
Privntes. 

Campbell, James B., enlisted May 5, 1864. 
Lawless. Thomas. enlisted May 5 .  1864. 
Lynch, James, enlisted May 7, 1864. 

COMPANY E. 
Captain. 

George W. Odell, commissioned June I, 1864. 

Lietctena?zts. 
First, Henry 31. Evans, commissioned June I, 

I 864. 
Second, Alonzo Attwood, commissioned June I, 

I 864. 
Sergeants. 

Thomas I?. Horsley, enlisted May 27, 1864. 
William Orr. enlisted May 7. 1864. 
John Uppole. Sr., enlisted May 20, 1864. 
Albert Soper, enhsted May 27. 1864. 
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Corporals. 
Francis A. Claridge, enlisted May 10, 1864. 
Ebon Curran, enlisted May 4, 1864. 
Alvah Moffatt, enlisted May 4, 1864. 

Musicians. 
Reuben M. Grove, enlisted May 19, 1864. 
John W. Crandall, enlisted May 14, 1864. 

Wagotzer. 
Earl Brooks, enlisted May 5, 1864. 

Privates. 
Barfoot, Edward A., enlisted May 6, 1864. 
Barnes, James H., enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Breed, William H., enlisted May 10, 1864. 
Cook, James H., enlisted April 27, 1864. 
Couse, Irvin, enlisted May 8, 1864. 
Cummins, Thomas, enlisted May 23, 1864. 
Camp, James M., enlisted May 30, 1864. 
Dunlevy, Andrew, enlisted May I, 1864. 
Deel, William, enlisted May 6, 1864. 
Douglas, Samuel, enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Dukes, William, enlisted May 17, 1864. 
Deal, Tames N., enlisted May 23, 1864. 
Dubord, William P., enlisted May 18, 1864. 
Dubord, William H., enlisted May 19, 1864. 
Ellington,. George, enlisted May 17, 1864. 
Haley, Wlll~am. enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Hedrjck, Simpson, enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Hedrick, Thomas J., enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Hayes, William, enlisted May 23, 1864. 
Hardin, Charles, enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Hart,  Pliny M., enlisted May 23, 1864. 
Hackney, Washington.. enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Harseby, Zebulon, enllsted May 18, 1864. 
Hitchcock, F., enlisted May 18, 1864. 
Harrison. Ira D.. enlisted May 18, 1864. 
Hill. Tohn, enlisted May 18, 1864. 
Kinnab, Joseph, enlisted May 17, 1864. 
King, James, enlisted May 4, 1864. 
Livingston, William M., enlisted May 5 ,  1864. 
Linsey, Abraham D., enlisted May 17, 1864. 
Moffatt. Joseph W., enlisted May 4, 1864. 
McMaster, Henry, enlisted May 9, 1864. 
Martin, Bradley, enlisted May 4, 1864. 
McClown, Joseph, enlisted May 6, 1864. 
McGinley, Edward, enlisted May 16, 1864. 
McDaniels, Stadden, enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Mohrmon. Casper, enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Opdyke, Benjamin, enlisted May 3, 1864. 
Richardson, Christopher C., enlisted May 29, I 
Russell, Joseph, enlisted May 24, 1864.. 
Roth, Henry, enlisted May 30. 1864. 
Shepard, Benjamin, enlisted May 17, 1864. 
Stondminger. Charles, enlisted May 3. 1864. 
Sweely, Michael, enlisted May 17, 1864. 
Sheeler, William R., enlisted May 24. 1864. 
Sanders, John P., enlisted May 31, 1864. 
Tuthlll, Samuel, enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Uppole, John. Jr., enlisted May 20. 1864. 
Uppole, Henry, enlisted May 20, 1864. 
Walker, Thomas, enlisted May 6, 1864. 
Wakefield, Henry, enlisted May 25, 1864. 
Wilson, Richard, enlisted May 25, 1864. 

COMPANY F. 
Captain. 

Herman W. Snow, commissioned June I, 1864. 

Lieutenants. 
First, Appleton K. Fitch, commissioned June I, 

186~. 
Second, James C. McKenzie, commissioned June I, 

1864. 
Sergeants. 

First, Samuel D. Scholes, enlisted May 13, 1864. 
Levi A. Tapham, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
George R. Carter, enlisted May 16, 1864. 
William 0. Wann, enlisted May 14, 1864. 

Corporals. 
Robert L. Farr, enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Thomas J. Scholes, enlisted May 14, 1864. 
John B. Frost, enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Charles F. Rummell, enlisted May 19, 1864. 
Robert J. Stilwell, enlisted May 25, 1864. 

Mzcsician. 
Calvin G. Towers, enlisted May 12, 1864. 

Privates. 
Abbott, George S., enlisted May 19, 1864. 
Allemony, Robert, enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Austin, Charles S., enlisted May 12, 1864. 
A ling, Charles W., enlisted May 18, 1864. 
~ H s s ,  William E., enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Ballance, Charles, enlisted May 30, 1864. 
Baringer, Horatio G., enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Boyd, John, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Barnum, William C., enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Brooks, Thomas G., enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Brown, Charles, enlisted May 19, 1864. 
Barstow, Alfred, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Cowell, Joseph H., enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Caffyn, James, enlisted May 21, 1864. 
Comegys, Charles M., enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Conrad, Ollver, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Clarke, Emit M., enllsted May 21, 1864. 
Clauson, Henry J., enlisted May 20, 1.864. 
Day, Fred J., enlisted May 13, 1864. 
Day. William H., enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Davis, Edward L., enlisted May 13, 1864. 
Elson. Martin, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Fuller, Jonas, enlisted May 19, 1864. 
Fuller, Jonas J.. enlisted May 19, 1864. 
Feighmer, Francis L., enlisted May 13, 1864. 
Gray, Bushrod, enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Gillet, Edward, enlisted May I I, 1864. 
Gray, James A., enlisted May 11, 1864. 
Hamaker, Ahram G., enlisted May 17, 1864. 
Hoag, Albert S., enlisted May 18, 1864. 
Horendin, George W., enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Hunter, William F., enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Harsch, Goodly, enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Hotchkiss, James M., enlisted May 20, 1864. 
Jeffries, Thomas, enlisted May 21, 1864. 
Keeler, Edmond, enlisted May 19, 1864. 
Kent, George V., enlisted May 13, 1864. 
Loomis, Charles M., enlisted May 20, 1864. 
Lathy, J. I?., enlisted May 12. 1864. 
Morrow, Nathan, enlisted May 23, 1864. 
McKenzie, William, enlisted May I 1, 1864. 
Moore, Herschel J., enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Miller, Charles, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Moore, Thomas F., enlisted May 11, 1864. 
Paige, Kascoe F.. enlisted May 26. 1864. 
Patten, Joseph G., .enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Patten, Robert, enlisted Rlav 12. 1864. 
Quinn, Frederick, enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Rauschkolb, Peter C.. enlisted May 20, 1864. 
Rouse, Rudolphus, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Steel. Lewls G.. enlisted Mav 21, 1864. 
Smith, Franklin, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Sharp, William, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Ste~nke, Theodore G., enlisted May 26, 1864. 
Stowell, Albert N., enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Thompson, James B., enlisted May 13. 1864. 
VanDoren, Tacob. enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Wertzel, William, enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Whitham, Joseph S., enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Wilbur, Charles B.. enlisted May 16, 1864. 
Williamson, Franklin, enlisted May 16. 1864. 
Weigand, Philip, enlisted May 12, 1864. 
Wright, Roswell B.. enlisted May 14, 1864. 
Whit t lese~,  Henry B., enlisted May 14, 1864. 

COMPANY G. 
Privates. 

Britton, Andrew, enlisted May 30, 1864. 
M~Craw,  George, enlisted May 20, 1864. 
Wllcox, Charles L., enlisted May 30, 1864. 

COMPANY H. 
Privates. 

Burns. Quinstus, enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Cox, Thomas, enlisted May 31, 1864. 
Dolstrum, John, enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Plum, Daniel, enlisted May 24, 1864. 
Richmond, Austin, enlisted May 24. 1864. 
Shellenbarger, Charles J., enlisted May 24, 
W~lliamson, David, enlisted May 23, 1864. 
Watson, James T., enlisted May 30, 1864. 

COMPANY I. 
Private. 

Hittle, Henry, enlisted May 24, 1864. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SIXTH 
INFANTRY. 
COMPANY F. 

Privates. 
Frazee, Henry, enlisted September 15, 1864. 
Gilstrap, Levi, enlisted September 15, 1864. 

COMPANY G. 
Privates. 

Bybee, William H. ,  enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Barkley, Henry, enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Button, Almon M., enlisted September 6, 1864. 
Cassel, George, enlisted September 6, 1864. 
Heller, Daniel H., enlisted September 5, 1864. 

3 erome, Samuel, enlisted September 5, 1864. 
erome, Elias, enlisted September 5, 1864. 

Lisenby, John W., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Lisenby, George W., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Miller, John H., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Orton, Luther M., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Ramsay, William R., enlisted September 5 ,  1864. 
Sharp, William F., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Shell, Milton, enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Stutes, Perry, enllsted September 5, 1864. 
Thomas, Daniel C., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Thorp, John W., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Wren, Oscar, enlisted September 5, 1864. 

COMPANY I. 
Lieute~laft t .  

Second, John D. Heckathorn, commissioned Jan- 
uary zg, 1865. 

Sergeants. 
Samuel P .  Murchant, enlisted August 30, 1864. 
John C. Barber, enlisted September 2, 1864. 

Corporals. 
Martin V .  Smith, enlisted September 2, 1864. 
William M. Cloud, enlisted August 30, 1864. 

Mzisicia~ts. 
George. M. Gass, enlisted August 24, 1864. 
Frederick H. Pitt, enlisted August 30, 1864. 

Privates. 
Aukland, Shadrach, enlisted August 31, 1864. 
Adleman, Charles, enlisted September I, 1864. 
Beasmore, Robert ,G., enlisted September 6, 1864. 
Beatty, John, enlisted August 31,  1864. 
Burt, Edward R., enlisted August 26. 1864. 
Barnes, Joshua, enlisted August zg, 1864. 
Brown, Millard F., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Bamber, Robert, enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Boden, Simon J., enllsted September I, 1864. 
Culp, Franklin B.. enlisted August 3 1 ,  1864. 
Conrad, William E., enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Cress, Andrew J., enlisted August 31, 1864. 
Donahue, Charles M, enlisted September 6, 1864. 
Dunbar, Robert, enlisted September 8, 1864. 
Dougherty, Samuel H., enlisted September g, 1864. 
Forbes, Henry, enhsted September 13, 1864. 
Fosdick, John, enlisted September 6, 1864. 
Gates, James F., enlisted September 7, r864. 
Higgins, Oscar S.. enlisted September I, 1864. 
Hiner, Isaac, enlisted August 24, 1864. 
Hartz, John H., enlisted September 2, 1864. 
Holt, Jonah F.. enlisted September z, 1864. 
Jones, Amos P., enlisted September I, 1864. 
Long, Thomas, enlisted September 5, 1864. 
McCullough, Isaac P., enlisted September 25, 1864. 
Merrill, John, enlisted September 6, 1864. 
McMullin, Absalom, enlisted September 5, 1864. 
McMullin, Charles E., enlisted September I, 1864. 
Robinson, Thomas H., enllsted August 29, 1864. 
Rogers, James, enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Rogers, David, enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Reed, Campbell M,., enlisted September lo, 1864. 
Storey, Jacob, enllsted September zg, 1864. 
Schlelgh, Robert P., enlisted September 6, 1864. 
Schrader, William . enlisted September 5, 1864. 
Stilwell, John, enilsted September g, 1864. 
Tussing, Joseph A., enlisted September 8, 1864. 
U ton, Thomas S., enlisted August 2.5, 1864. 
d a t t s ,  George W., enlisted August 30, 1864. 
Westerfield, Samuel F., enlisted August 31, 1864. 

Recruits. 
Crawford, George, enlisted September 13, 1864. 
Smith, Wade, enlisted March 22, 1865. 

ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVENTH 
INFANTRY. 
CO'MPANY B. 

Corporal. 
McGregor, William, enlisted February I, 1865. 

COMPANY I. 
Private. 

Milbun, August, enlisted February 6, 1865. 

O N E  HUNDRED AND FORTY-EIGHTH 
INFANTRY. 

COMPANY C. 
Corporal. 

Smith, James W., enlisted February, 1865. 

Prie9ates. 
Clark, Thomas M., enlisted February 8, 1865. 
Griffer, Eugene, enlisted February 8. 1865. 
Haley, Woolten, enlisted February 8, 1865. 
Hill, John, enlisted February 8, 1865. 
Harbers, Hair C., enlisted February 8, 1865. 
Hillier, Edgar, enlisted February 8, 1865. 
McClary. John P.. enlisted February 8, 1865. . 
Shepherd, John hl., enlisted pebruary 8, 1865. 
Shofe, John W., enlisted February 8, 1865. 
Smith, Robert S., enlisted February 8, 1865. 
Saylor, Joseph F., enlisted February 8, 1865. 
Taylor, William F., enl~sted February 8, 1865. 

C O ~ ~ P A N Y  F. 
Corpora[. 

George W. Armor, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Prirfa tcs. 

Blakewell, John, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Coe, Samuel K., enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Dixon, Harrison W., enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Eddings, Martin hl., enlisted January 30, 1865. 
Myers, Jacob S., enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Phelps, George, enlisted February 2, 1865. 
Reed, Morrow P., enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Reed, John C., enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Rounds, William, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Snyder, Martin H., enlisted February 11, 1%~. 
White, George, enlisted February I I ,  1865. 

COMPANY G. 
Prizratcs. 

Moffatt, Joseph W., enlisted February 2, 1865. 
hloffatt. Aquilla, enlisted February 6, 1865. 
Ray, Charles, enlisted February 8, 1865. 
Robertson, George, enlisted February 4, 1865. 
Stilwell, Robert J., enlisted January 26, 1865. 
Uppole, William H., enlisted February 4, 1865. 
Uppole, John, enlisted February 4. 1865. 
Wheeler, Lewis, enl~sted February I, 1865. 

COMPANY I. 
Prizute. 

Walter, V. W., enlisted February I I, 1865. 

ONE HUNDRED FORTY-NINTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Prizrates. 
Brown, Jacob, enlisted January 27, 1865. 
Goodrun, Herbert, enlisted February I, 1865. 

COMPANY F. 
Private. 

Welch, John, enlisted January 26, 1865. 

O N E  HUNDRED FIFTY-FIRST INFANTRY. 
Lieutenant Colonel 

Herman W .  Snow, enlisted February 25, 1865. 

Principal Mttsician. 
Henry C. Pierce. 

COMPANY A. 
Lieutenant. 

Second, Harrison Elliott, commissioned February 
21, 1865. 
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Sergeants. 
filerwin, Dovilla W., enlisted February 17, 1865. 
Hulse, Henry N., enlisted February 6, 1865. 
Mason, Isaac F., enlisted February g, 1865. 

Corporals. 
Samuel S. DeWitt, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Buck, William, enlisted February 6, 1865. 
Hammet, W~l l iam H. enlisted February 9, 1865. 
Walters, Joseph, enlkted February g, 1865. 

Wagoizer. 
Joseph McCowan, enlisted February g, 1865. 

.Privates. 
Anderson, Simeon, enlisted February 15. 1865. 
Amsler, William, enlisted February 9, 1865. 
&ends, Henry, enlisted February I I, 1865. 
Bates, Chauncey, enlisted February lo ,  1865. 
Buck, John M.. enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Birkle, William, enlisted February g, 1865. 
Boerchus. Loburtus, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Brown, John, enlisted February 9, 1865. 
Crow, Isaac AI., enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Crotz, Baltzer B., enlisted February 3, 186< 
Clayton, Isaac, enlisted February 15, 1865. 
Davis, Isaac. enlisted February I, 1865. 
Dowdell, Jackson, enlisted February 2, 1865. 
Efl~-.ards. Thomas H., enlisted February 14. 1865. 
Errion, Richard, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Elliott, Harrison, enlisted February g, 1865. 
Farnstork, Charles, enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Graham. Andrew, enlisted February 15, 1865. 
Hunt, Arctus L., enlisted February 2, 1865. 
Hay, George, enlisted February 2. 1865. 
Howard, Tames L., enlisted February g, 186j. 
Keady, Alexander, enlisted February I <. 1865. 
King, Daniel, enlisted February 14, 1835. 
Lottmann, Henry, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Lapton, Edward, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Lamay. Joseph, enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Largent. Sanford. enlisted February 14. 1865. 
Morse. Samuel M.. enlisted February 6, 1865. 
Martin, Bradley, enlisted February 11, 1865. 
Martin, Amos K., enlisted February 15, 1865. 
Stockton. Tames C., enlisted February 14, 1865. 
Smith. Tohn W.. enlisted February 14, 1865. 
Thomas. James W., enlisted February 13, 1865. 
Vanpatten, Washington, enlisted February g. 1865. 
Wakefield. John T., enlisted February 15. 1865. 
Woods, Patrick, enlisted January 30, 1865. 
Wilson. Edward T., enlisted January 31, 1865. 
Woodruff, Ambrose H., enlisted February 2, 1865. 

COMPANY B. 
Privates. 

Barringer. William, enlisted February g, 1865. 
Wilson, William. enlisted February 6, 1865. 

COMPANY E. 
Captails. . 

Herman W. Snow, commissioned February 23, 
I 86 s. -- 

Lietltenant. 
First. George R. Carter, commissioned February 

26, 1865. 
Sergeants. 

Charles L. Ballance. enlisted February 15, 1865. 
James Gray, enlisted February g, 1865. 
William E. Neadles, enlisted February g, 1865. 

Corborals. 

Eaton, Edward F., enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Feighner, Francis L, enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Frye, Samuel, enlisted February 14, 1865. 
Fuller, Jonas, enlisted February g, 1865. 
Fuller, Ephraim, enlisted February 14, 1865. 
Groffy, George, enlisted February 16, 1865. 
Griggs, William H., enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Green, Silas J., enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Hogan, William, enlisted February 13, 1865. 
Kain, Barney, enlisted February 6, 1865. 

I 
Nave, Peter, enlisted February 13, 1865. 
Opie, Henry, enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Selser, William, enllsted February 10, 1865. 
Sanders, John P., enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Vanpatten, William, enlisted February 17, 1865. 
Van Norman. William. enlisted February 17. 1865. 
Watson, William, enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Wetzler, Adam, enlisted February I, 1865. I 

CO'MPANY G .  
Sergeant. 

James Macfarlane, enlisted February 16, 1865. 

Mzbsicians. 
Thomas I. McCormick, enlisted February 14, 1865. 
Henry C. Pierce, enlisted February 16, 1865. I 

Priwates. 
Dredge, Henry W.,  enlisted February 16, 1865. 
Hanna, William H., enlisted February 16, 1865. 
McHenry, John, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
>Furry, Elijah, enlisted February 14, 1865. 

COMPANY I. 
Privates. 

Hills, William, enlisted February 6, 1865. 
Morgan, James, enlisted February 6, 1865. 

COMPANY K. 
Dunlap, John, enlisted February 4, 1865. I 

ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-FOURTH INFANTRY. 
CO'MPANY G. 

Priza tcs. 
Gray, Noah E., enlisted February 17, 1865. 
Mlfford, Andrew J., enlisted February 17, 1865. 

I 
I 

COMPANY H. 
Privates. 

Hazell, David, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Peterson, George, enlisted February 20, 1865. 

ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-FIFTH INFANTRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Captain. 
Jacob B. Yeagley, commissioned February 28, 

186:. - 
Priz~ates. 

Deering, Paul, enlisted February 22, 1865. 
Oachsle, Matthias, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Schuster, Frank, enllsted February 22, 1865. 

COMPANY F. 
Prizvlte. 

Watson, William B., enlisted January 23, 1865. I 
COMPANY G. 
Lieutenant. 

First, John Miller, commissioned February 28, 
1865. 

Francis G. Dart,  enlisted February 13, 1865. Sergeasts. 
Charles M. Comeggs. enlisted February 10, 186.5. Francis M. Wood, enlisted February 20, 1865. 

George Helmbolt, enlisted February 21, 1865. 
! 

Franklin Smith, enlisted February 15, 1865. 
Tohn Berry, enlisted February 23, 1865. 

Musician. 
Joseph' Clifton. enlisted February 18, 1865. 

Privates. 
Barron, John, enlisted February I I, 1865. 
Carroll, John W., enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Cameron. John. enlisted February I 5, 1865. 
Buck, James A.. enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Clark, Emmett M., enlisted February g, 1865. 
Clark. J. 0. A., enlisted February 13, 1865. 
Crandall, Moses H., enlisted February 13, 1865. 
Carter. George R., enlisted February 17, 1865. 
Desmond, Patrick, enlisted February I I, 1865. 
Driscoll, Thomas. enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Dugdall, Edward, enlisted February g, 1865. 

Corporals. 
James Burke, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Peter Kelsey, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
P. M. Wells. enlisted February 22, 1865. 
Edward Cadlin, enlisted February 20, 1865. 

Privates. 
Adam. Robert H., enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Barnes, James, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Burnes. Patrick, enlisted February zo, 1865. 
Brown, George H., enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Buyrne, James, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Canady, John, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Crawley, Dennis, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
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Cosmer or Cashman, David, enlisted February I 
1865. 

Davidson, Robert, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Dailey, Thomas, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Dickson, John, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Eagan, James, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Failey, John H., enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Fairfield, Esterfier, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
l'rost, John, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Hnrlev. Thomas. enlisted Februarv 21, 1865. - - - - - - < , - 

Ives, Thomas, enlisted February i3, 1865, 
Jones, George, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Killey, Thomas, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Leonard, Richard, enlisted February 20,  1865. 
Lynch, Michael, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Morris, Henry, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
hloore, John, enljsted February 23, 186 5. 
Maloy, John, enllsted February 23, 1865. 
Miller, John, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Neagle, Augustine, enlisted February 21, 1865. 
Neadon, William, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Neeley, William, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Reiley, John, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Reed, James, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Reedman, Henry, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Shutt, Paul C.. enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Smith. James H., enlisted February 23, 1865. 

SECOND CAVALRY. 
COMPANY =I. 

Recruits. 
Underwood. James A., enlisted January 4, 1864. 
Wright, Benjamin L., enlisted January 4, 1864. 

U?tassinned Recruit. 
Bates, John A,, enlisted December 23, 1864. 

T H I R D  CAVALRY. 
COMPANY B. 

Sergeant. 
William C. Dorwin, enlisted August 13, 1861. 

Corporal. 
William J. LaBour, enlisted August 13, 1861. 

Privates. 
Erwin, Richard, enlisted August 13, 1861. 
Erwin, Philip, enlisted August 13, 1861. 

Veterarz Recruit. 
IVagoner, Frederick, enlisted August 13, I 86 I. 

COMPANY K. 
Veteran Recruit. 

Ilarkness, ICelton W . ,  enlisted August 12, 1862. 

79 S I X T H  CAVALRY. 
Sargeott. 

John N. Niglas, commissioned October I, 1861. 

COMPANY B. 
Veteran Recruit. 

White, George, enlisted April 3, 1865. 

COMPANY C. 
Veteran Recruits. 

Vincent, Thomas D., enlisted Rfarch 22, 1865. 
\Vall, Hardin J., enlisted Marth  22, 1865. 

COMPANY E. 
Veteran Private. 

Niglas, Ignatz, enlisted March lo, 1864. 

SEVENTH CAVALRY. 
Sztrgeon. 

Clark D. Rankin, commissioned October 28, 1861. 

COMPANY A. 
Veteran Recrzcit. 

&ley, James, enlisted March 20, 1865. 

T H I R D  CONSOLIDATED CAVALRY. 
COMPANY B. 

Recruit. 
Rurke, James, enlisted January 24, 1865. 

Unassigned Recntits. 
Bain, John, enlisted March 25, 1865. 
Bowen, Frank, enl~sted March 2, 1865. 
Connors, Henry, enlisted February 24, 1865. 
Connay, Martin, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Uonley, Joseph, enljsted March 2, 1865. 
Evers, Willlam, enlxsted March 10, 1865. 
Greer, William. enlisted A,prll I, 1865. 
Jackson. John M., enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Kelly, James, enlisted March 25, 1865. 
Parks. John. enlisted February 24. 1865. 
Phillips, Tohn, enlisted April 5, 1865. 
Rogers, George W., enlisted March 21, 1865. 
Stout, Jerry, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Smith, Charles, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Spicer, John C., enllsted March 3, 1865. 
Sullivan. George, enl~sted February 24, 1865. 
Tide, William H:, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
W~lllams, Frankl~n,  enlisted March 2, 1865. 

FOURTH CAVALRY. 
COMPANY G. 

Pri- ate. 
Durkee, Daniel, enlisted October 15, 1861. 

COMPANY H. 
Recruit. 

Durst, Edwin S., enlisted Nov'ember 15, 1861. 

COMPANY G. 
Recruits. 

Hames or Hawes, William, enlisted March 
1865. 

Little, William H., enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Roberts. John E.. enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Smith, Frederick, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Wise, Columbus, enlisted March 31, 1865. 

COMPANY I. 
Recruit. 

Wilson, William N., enlisted March 22, 1865. 

Unassigfted Recruits. 
Brown, James, enlisted March 2, 1865. 
Connover, Frank, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
I:ralicks, William, enlisted Mafch 2, 1865. 
Gorman, Thomas. enlisted Aprll 11, 1865. 
(;ell. Henry, enlisted April 11, 1865. 
Gorman, James, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Grant, Charles, enlisted March I, 1865. 
McCarty, Michael, enlisted March 6, 1865. 
Moody, Michael, enlisted March 30, 1865. 
Smith, Frederick, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Towner, Sims S., enlisted Jariuary 20, 1865. 
Ward, William, enlisted March 31, 1865. 

EIGHTH CAVALRY. 
COMPANY G. 

Qltarterncaster Sergealat. 
Walker Inglis, enlisted September 14. 1861. 

Corporals. 
Horace J. Capron, enlisted September 14. 1861. 
William Gouda. enlisted September 14. 1861. 

Privates. 
, hn i s ,  Judson, enlisted September 14, 1861. 
Barlow, Robert, enlisted September 14, 1861. 
Barfoot, James, e,nlisted September 14, 1861. 
Comeys, Benjam~n F., enl~sted September 14, 

1861. 
Cottingham, Thomas S., enlisted September 14, 

1861. 
Emerson, Luther W. enlisted September 14, 1861. 
Kennedy. S. P., enlisted September 14, 1861. 
Morris, James, enlisted September 7, 1861. 
Pray. Louis C., enllsted September 7, 1861. 
Southwick, Hamilton B. 
Sherman, Henry J., enlisted September 14, 1861. 
Speers, J. S., enlisted September 14, 1861. 
Westheffer, William, enlisted September 14, 1861. 

Veterans. 
Goudy, William L., enlisted November 30, 1863. 
Kennedy, Richard H., enlisted November 30, 1863. 

COMPANY K. 
Unassigned Recruit. 

Foster, Walter, enlisted December 16, 1864. 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

N I N T H  CAVALRY. 
COMPANY G. 

Recruit. 
McCormick, John, enlisted March 30, 1865. 

COMPANY L. 
Recruits. 

Gordon, Richard, enlisted March 21, 1865. 
Jarman, Thomas P., enlisted February 7, 1864. 
Jones, Joseph, enlisted March 21, 1865. 
Mathewson, John, enlisted February I, 1864. 
Riley, Anthony, enllsted December 28, 1863. 
Waterhouse, George E., enlisted December 10, 

1861. 
Unassigned Recruits. 

Ryan, Edward, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Murray, Andrew, enlisted March 31, 1865. 

T E N T H  CAVALRY. 
COMPANY E. 
Lieutenant. 

Second, Edwin B. Neal, commissioned May 31, 
1862. 

COMPANY G. 
Veterans. 

Clark, Willard, enlisted January 3, 1864. 
Elgan, William, enlisted January 3, 1864. 
Lasure, William, enlisted January 3, 1864. 

COMPANY M. 
Recruit. 

Hall, Willis A., enlisted January 14, 1864. 

T E N T H  CAVALRY (as Consolidated.) 
COMPANY C. 
Captain. 

Edwin R. Neal, commissioned December 31. 1864. 

ELEVENTH CAVALRY. 
Colonels. 

Robert G. Ingersoll, commissioned October 22, 
1861. 

Otto Funke, commissioned April 8, 1865. 

Lieutenant Colonels. 
Balzil D. Meek, commissioned October 22, 1861. 

Majors. 
Sabine D. Puterbaugh, commissioned October 22, 

1861. 
David J. Waggoner, commissioned October 25, 

1867 ----. 
James F. Johnson, commissioned October 25, 1861. 
Philip F. Elliott, commissioned March 28, 1865. 
Theophilus Schaever, commissioned August 31, 

1865. 
Adjutants. 

David T. N. Sanderson, commissioned September 
6, 1862. 

Joseph Robinson, commissioned December 28, 
1863. 

Quartermasters. 
William Currie, commissioned October 22, 1861. 
Eugene Rollman, commissioned June 30, 1864. 

COMPANY A. 
Captains. 

Otto Funke, commissioned December 20, 1861. 
Anthony Rochrig, commissioned November I, 

1862. 
Theophilus Schaever, commissioned September 18, 

1864. 
John E. Fraesenius, commissioned September 18, 

1864. 
' Lieutenants. 

Second, Herman Herold, commissioned November 
T, 1862. 

Second, Louis Ludwig, commissioned April 20, 
3861. 

Quartermaster Sergeant. 
John Edwards, enlisted October 20, 1861. 

Sergeants. 
Herold H. First, enlisted October I, 1861. 
Frederick Kallenberg, enlisted November 7, 1861. 

Corporals. 
William Mester, enlisted Se  tember 21, 1861. 
Tobias Indermaur, enlisted 8ctober rr, 1861. 
Julius Klenboehl, enlisted September 22, 1861. 
Henry Schmidt, enlisted November 14, 1861. 

Blacksmith. 
Charles Pfeifer, enlisted October 27, 1861. 

Predates. 
Beutel, Adam, enlisted September 25, 1861. 
Brickwald, Frank H., October 24, 1861. 
Birkel, Philip J., enlisted November 2, 1861. 
Bumiller, Joseph, enlisted November 19, 1861. 
fieckerich. Nicklaps, enlisted November 21, 1861. 
Brum, Jacob, enllsted December I, 1861. 
Carsens, John, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Dood, Henry, enlisted October I, 1861. 
Douk, Henry, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Frey, Charles, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Gans, George, enlisted November 12, 1861. 
Hill, George, enlisted November 4, 1861. 
Isert, John, enlisted November 21, 1861. 
Johnson, Christian, enlisted November 23, 1861. 
Jillinghaus, Frederick, enlisted September 20, 1861. 
Kehl, Adam, enlisted October 27, 1861. 
Lowman George, enlisted November 12, 1861. 
Lutzelsckwai, Charles, enlisted November 20, 1861. 
Limbert, Fritz, enlisted December 19, 1861. 
Miller, Jonn, enlisted September 21, 1861. 
Nehlig, Henry, enlisted September 2.3, 1861. 
Noark, Frank, enlisted October 21, 1861. 
Potinius H. J., enlisted October 21, 1861. 
Reiten, Peter, enlisted October 15, 1861. 
Rockle, Herman, enlisted November g, 1861. 
Rollman, Eugene, enlisted November 16, 1861. 
Rake, Hervey, enlisted Novemher 25, 1861. 
Scherkenbach, Edward, enlisted September 23, 

r R h r  

Seybold, Frederick, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Tanner, John, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Umbrecht, John, enlisted October 11, 1861. 
Winter, Jacob, enlisted October 21, 1861. 
Witman, Anton, enlisted November 16, 1861. 
Zeisler, Jacob, enlisted Novemher XI, 1861. 

Veterans. 
Rreckwaldt, Frank, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Bumiller, Joseph, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Seitz, Charles, enlisted December 20, 1863. 

Recruits. 
Dood, Henry, enlisted December 28, 1863. 
Farrer, Jacob, enlisted October I I, 1861. 
Gruebe, Henry, enlisted October 3. 1861. 
Harford, T. I-I., enlisted November 12, 1862. 
Hodapp, Sebastian, enlisted J.anuary 5, 1865. 
I-Iolder, Leonhard, enlisted October I, 1861. 
Harford, F. W., enlisted November I, 1861. 
Iceisenberg, Charles, enlisted March 3, 1864. 
McAndrew, John &I., enlisted ,February 28, 1865. 
Meyer, Herman, enlisted Aprll 13, 1864. 
Mandt, August. enlisted March 31, 1864. 
Noark, Frank. enlisted February 19, 1864. 
Pfannenshil, Emil, enlisted February 14, 1862. 
Stolzman. William, enlisted March 30, 1864. 
Snell, Henry, enlisted March 31, 1864. 
Seitz. Charles, enlisted .January 10, 1863. 
Wade. Henry, enlisted December 23, 1863. 
Widemeyer. Frank, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Williams, Jackson, enlisted November I, 1862. 
Watroubeck, Joseph, enlisted January 31, 1864. 
Zimmerman, Fritz, enlisted March 31, 1864. 

COMPANY B. 
Corporals. 

.John W. Bumans, enlisted September 7, 1861. 
Thomas T. Sims, enlisted September 10, 1861. 
Charles Campbell, .enlisted September 7, 1861. 

Saddler. 
William Julg, enlisted September g, 1861. 

Privates. 
Akin. James H., enlisted November 8, 1861. 
Campbell, William, enlisted September 7, 1861. 
Green. Albert. ' enlisted November 19, 1861. 
Hall, William. enlisted December 7, 1861. 
Hart. Covin~ton, enlisted November 23, 1861. 
T.awless, Thomas, enlisted November 20, 1861. 
McCann, Alexander D., enlisted November I. 1861. 
Miller, Joseph, enlisted December I, 1861. 
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Phillips, George T., enlisted December 3, 1861. 
Stinyard, Augustus, enlisted November 8, 1861. 
Sims, David H., enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Sans, Robert, enlisted October 12, 1861. 

veterans. 
Akin, James H., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Hall, William, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Kinzey, John W., enlisted December 30, 1863. 
McCann, Alexander, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Manning, John J., enlisted December 31, 1863. 
Phillips, George F., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Slms, Thomas T., enlisted December 28, 1863. 
Sims, David W., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Stinyard, Augustus, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Teneycks, Jacob, enlisted February I, 1864. 

Recruits. 
Adams, Joseph, enlisted September 25, 1861. 
Bonniville, Gaylord, enlisted July 14, 1864. 
Castnor, Joseph, enlisted January 23, 1864. 
Campbell, Alexander, enlisted January 29, 1864. 
Frank, William H., enlisted January 25, 1865. 
Hitchcock, Frank, enlisted September 3, 1861. 
ones, Robert M., enllsted October I I, 1864. 

kimpey, John W., enlisted December 30, 186'. 
Lawrence, John G., enlisted January 2, 1862. 
Manning, John J., enlisted December 31, 1865. 
Matthewson, Byron, enlisted January 8, 1862. 
Teneycks, Jacob, enlisted February I, 1862. 

COMPANY C. 
Lieutenant. 

First, David T. N. Sanderson, commissioned 
March 20, 1862. 

Privates. 
Burns, Richard, enlisted October 29, 1861. 
Bunker, James M., enlisted November 30, 1861. 
Hoover, Christian, enlisted November 30, 1861. 
Hone, John, enlisted October 30, 1861, 
Harmon, Philip, enlisted December 20, 1861. 
Morris, Amos, enlisted November 15, 1861. 
Myers, John, enlisted November g, 1861. 
Newell, Judson L., enlisted November 30, 1861. 
Williams, Josenh T). S., enlisted November 4, 1861. 

Recruits. 
Cheal, James J., eqlisted February 27, 1862. 
Craig, Samuel, enllsted March 31, 1864. 
Fash, James &I., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Powers, Martin, enlisted January 3, 1862. 
Snyder, James, enlisted August 15, 1862. 

CO'MPANY D. 
Captain. 

Louis H. Armstrong, commissioned December 20, 
1861. 

Lieutenant. 
First. George W. Odell, commissioned December 

20, 186'1. 
- 

First, Stephen Andrews, commissioned May 5, 
1865. 

Second, William P. Armstrong, commissioned De- 
cember 20, 1861. 

Second, John E. Hedrick, commissioned November 
6, 1862. 

Second. Steohen Andrews, commissioned March 
28, 1865. 

Second, William N. Peet, commissioned May 5 ,  
1865. 

Sevgeant. 
First, I r a  K. Hopkins, enlisted September 23, 

1861. 
Corporals. 

Leonard Wilmoth, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Thomas Hedrick, enlisted September 23; 1861. 
Charles Stewart, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
William C. Ward, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Hordey, George H., enlisted September 24, 1861. 

Bugler. 
Joseph Vandoren, enlisted September 23, 1861. 

Blacksmith. 
William Warhust, enlisted September 24, 1861. 

Wagoner. 
Elmer Russell, enlisted November 17, 1861. 

Privates. 
Arnes, George M.,  enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Bronson, Henry, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Brown, John W., enlisted September 21, 1861. 
Brome, George, enlisted September 24, 186 I. 
Bruer, Abram, enlisted November 12, 1861. 
Cain, Matteson, enlisted October 2, 1861. 
Count, Thomas, enlisted Se tember 30, 1861. 
Carney, Thomas, enlisted 8ctober 12, 1861. 
Cornwell, Hughes, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Coburn, William, enlisted September 30, 1861. 
Cawley, John, enlisted December 19, 1861. 
Clusson, Josiah H., enlisted October 14, 1861. 
Drake, Albert, enlisted September 25, 1861. 
Dwyer, Dennis, enlisted November 30, 1861. 
Foreman, James, enlisted September 25, 1861. 
Gumble, Levi D., enlisted October 14, 1861. 
Glens, George K., enlisted October 14, 1861. 
Hemming, William, enlisted September 30, 1861. 
Hooner, Moses, enlisted December 16, 1861. 
Henderson, Robert, enllsted September 24, 1861. 
Hubbard, Sylvester, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Hedrick, Hiram, enlisted November 28, 1861. 
Heel, Horace, enlisted November 27, 1861. 
Hoban, William, enlisted October 22, 1861. 
Harris, Nathaniel, enlisted December 16, 1861. 
House, William, enlisted October 14, 1861. 
Knapp, James, enlisted November I I, 1861. 
Icilver, John H., enlisted November 26, 1861. 
Lambert, Victor, enlisted October 17, 1861. 
Mahon, John, enlisted November 28, 1861. 
McMahen, Alexander, enlisted October 23, 1861. 
McMillan, James C., enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Miller, John, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Myers, Herman, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Northup, Jonah, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Osterhont, Daniel, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Oertley, Leonard, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Phillips, James N., enlisted December 16, 1861. 
Prentiss, John D., enlisted November 13, 1861. 
Price, John H., enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Pellman, John, enlisted September 25, 1861. 
Purcel, Thomas, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Potts, David, enlisted December 11, 1861. 
Reeves, Tohn H., enlisted December 5, 1861. 
r\ussell, eonrad E., enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Russell, George W., enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Russell, Ebenezer F., enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Randool, George W., enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Smith, Cyrus S.. enlisted September 25. 1861. 
Sheeler, John, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Stewart, William, enlisted September zo, 1861. 
Shire. Jacob. enlisted December 16. 1861. 
Sheridan, Edward, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Vanhousen, Leonard, enlisted October 11, 1861. 
R'hjtley, James, enlisted October 9, 1861. 
Whltley, John, enhsted October 26, 1861. 
Welch, James, enlisted October 22, 1861, 
Welch, John, enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Ward, Charles W., enlisted November 7, 1861. 
White, Maxwell A. W., enlisted September 25, 

18hr 
Zimmer, Joseph W. N., enlisted September 20, 

1861. 
Veterans. 

Andrew. Stephen, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Cornwell. William H., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Peet, William N., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Redd, James W., enlisted January 2, 1864. 
Smith, Henry M.. enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Stewart, Charles H., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Vandoren. Joseph, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Whitby, Tames, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Whitby, John, enlisted December 20, 1863. 

Recruits. 
Alford, Elmore, enlisted December 24, 1863. 
Alford, William J., enlisted December 24, 1863. 
Alford, Isaac W.? enlisted December 5, 1862. 
Ballard, Anderson, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Brush. Henry R., enlisted October 14, 1861. 
Chandler, I-Ienry, enlisted Tanuarv 24. 1865. 
Dukes, Cornelius. enlisted December 26, 1863. 
Dukes, William, enlisted March 22. 1865. 
Hare, George. enlisted September 24, 1861. 
Hart, Lewis C., enlisted January 24, 1862. 
Kanouse, Tames E., enlisted November 12. 1861. 
Mills. William H., enlisted January 23, 1863. 
Murphy, Richard, enlisted January 21, 1865. 
Morton, W~ll iam H., enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Morris, John B., enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Osborne, N. F., enlisted December 20, 1864. 
Phillips, Francis hl., enlisted December 20, 1864. 
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Redd, James W., enlisted January 2, 1862. 
Smith, Franklin D., enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Smith, Henry M., enlisted October I, 1861. 
Staimet, Reuben, enlisted March I, 1862. 
Thurston, William, enlisted December zo, 1864. 
Vanpatten, Albert J.,, enlisted January zo, 1865. 
Walla, Edmund, enhsted January 23, 1865. 
Young, John, enlisted September 23, 1861. 

ELEVENTH ILLINOIS CAVALRY. 
COMPANY E. 

Company E of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry was 
organized a t  Peoria and left camp Lyon under com- 
mand of Captain J. R. Zeigler February 21, 1862, 
and arrived at  Benton Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri, 
about the 1st of March, and reported to Colonel 
Eonyville, commanding post. From there the regi- 
ment went to Pittsburg Landing and fought in 
the battle of Shiloh, Tennessee, under General Pren- 
tice. Thence they went to l'urdy and captured it 
March 15; also participated in the siege of Corinth 
under General McIiean. The company engaged in a 
number of skirmishes and battles in their advance, 
capturing Boliver, Pocahontas, Shewally, Rossuth, 
Ripley and Memphis, making long and wearisome 
marches to the towns about Corinth, Rlississippi, un- 
til the 15th of September, 1863. On the 25th of that 
month the command under Major Buterbaugh was 
surprised and most of the members of Company E 
were captured at  Hatcbie. At the second battle of 
Corinth, what men were left of the company acted as 
orderlies and Captain Zeigler served as adjutant on 
the staff of General McArthur. whose brigade formed 
a part of General Rosecrans' division. Company E 
was afterward with General Grant at  the battles of 
Cold Water and Holly Springs; then fought General 
Forrest in numerous skirmishes and battles for thirty- 
five days, between Holly Springs and Paducah, 
Kentuckv. At the battle of Cross Roads, Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll and Major Kcrr were captured 
by General Forrest. After engaging in the siege of 
Vicksburg, Company E returned to Bethel, Ten- 
nessee, and while there several months marched hun- 
dreds of miles in guarding the Tennessee river; 
and had a number of skirmishes near Havana. I t  
was also at  Grand Junction, Saulsbury and La- 
grange, Tennessee. I n  August they captured La- 
grange, Mis s i s s i~~ i .  thence returned to Vicksburg; 
thence Queen's Hill and were in several battles and 
skirmishes. The company was mustered out at the 
expiration of their term of enlistment but reen- 
listed and served until the close of the war. Cap- 
tain retired from the army from disability, March 
7. 1864. 

COMPANY E. 
Captains. 

John R. Zeieler, commissioned December 20. 1861. 
Philip F. Elliott, commissioned March 7, 1864. 
Martin L. Calhoun, commissioned April 20, 1865. 

Lieutr~za~zts. 
First, Joseph Swan, commissio~led April 20, 1865. 
Second, Charles L. Beardsley, commissioned June 

zo, 1862. 
Second, William J. A. Buchanan, commissioned 

Aprll zo, 1865. 
Sergeants. 

George Richard, enlisted October 4, 1861. 
Sylvanus M. Guchus, enlisted September 30, 1861. 
William Wickwire, enlisted October 4, 1861. 

Corporals. 
William Buchanan, enlisted September 7, 1861. 
James T. Wason, enlisted December 7, 1861. 
Nathaniel Roberson, enlisted October 15, 1861. 
John Gingerich, enlisted October 2, 1861. 
Harrison E. Wiley, enlisted October 2, 1861. 
Henry Gray, enlisted October 16, 1861. 
Henry Summers, enlisted October 6. 1861. 
Jasper Ward, enlisted October 18, 1861. 

Buglers. 
Wilson Barnes, enlisted October 7, 1861. 
Austin J. W. Thomas, enlisted December 18, 1861. 

Saddler. 
Charles Geeger, enlisted December 4, 1861. 

Wago9ter. 
.\lpheus Roe, enlisted October 15, 1861. 

Blacks~~litll. 
Amos Waughop, enlisted November 8, 1861. 

P~ivates .  
Allen, Robert, enlisted December 7, 1861. 
Barber, William, enlisted October 10, 1861. 
Baxter, George, enlisted October 14, 1861. 
Brewer, Joseph, enlisted October 15, 1861. 
Barnes, Charles, enlisted November 5, 1861. 
Barber, Elijah, enlisted November 5, 1861. 
Burt, Willis V., enlisted November 20, 1861. 
Callahan, John, enlisted November 8, 1861. 
Colen~an. James H.. enlisted October 6, 1861. 
Callahan, Edward, enlisted November 20, 1861. 
Cooper, Joseph, enlisted November I 5, 1861. 
Dubald, James M., enlisted November 13, 1861. 
Dunlap, Marshall L., enlisted December 7, 1861. 
Denman, Alfred V., enlisted December 18, 1861. 
Dencius, William, enlisted September 25, 1861. 
Engart, De Witt  C.. enlisted October 28, 1861. 
Eich, Conrad, enlisted October 7, 1861. 
Edwards, James J., enlisted November rg, 1861. 
lcnglish, Robert W., enlisted December 19, 1861. 
Fisher, Elijah T., enlisted November 4, 1861. 
Fulton, James I<., enlisted November 4, 1861. 
Gardner, William H., enlisted November 18, 1861. 
Gasing, Frederick, enlisted December 5, 1861. 
Garbarino, Charles, enlisted November 28, 1861. 
Hickey, John S., enlisted November 14, 1861. 
Harding, Samuel F., enl~sted November 20, 186i. 
Hall, Joseph A. P. I.'., enlisted November 2, 1861. 
Harrison, George, enlisted November 8, 1861. 
Hall, John M. R., enlisted November 2, 1861. 
Kirkman, Alfred, enlisted December 4, 1861. 
Lynch, Maurice, enlisted December 7, 1861. 
Mills, John, enlisted October 1861. 
McClintock, John C., enl~sted %ovember 3, 1861. 
ilfelson, George W., enlisted December z, 1861. 
Newland, John M., enlisted October 25, 1861. 
Orr, William, enl~sted October 14, 1861. 
Patch, Samuel, enlisted October 28, 1861. 
Redding, James, enlisted November 13, 1861. 
Robinson, Joseph, enlisted November 25, 1861. 
Roberts, Peter, enlisted November 14, 1861. 
Ransom, David, enlisted November 11, 1861. 
Reed, Joseph L., enlisted September 11, 1861. 
Suffa, George, enlisted October 5 ,  1861. 
Southworth, George G., enlisted November 4, 1861. 
Salsman, Charles A., enlisted October 14, 1861. 
Scriver, Aaron S., enlisted November 15, 1861. 
Stersenbaugli, George C., enlisted November 18, 

1861. 
Slade, Edwin, enlisted Nove~nber 19, 1861. 
Slater, Edward, enlisted November I, 1861. 
Slater, Thomas, enlisted November I ,  1861. 
Sullivan, John, enlisted December 8, 1861. 
Ship, Henry, enlisted December 15, 1861. 
Todhunter, Roberson, enlisted October 26, 1861. 
Taylor, Henry, enlisted November 13, 1861. 
Tehan, Jeremiah, enlisted November 2. 1861. 
Walsh, James, enlisted Octobcr 16, 1861. 
Walsh, Aaron 1.. enlisted October 19, 1861. 
Williams, ~ i l l i ' a m ,  enlisted October 28, 1861. 
Wason, Daniel C., enlisted December 2, 1861. 

Yeteraits. 
Ayers, Arad H., enlisted January 2, 1864. 
Allen, Robert, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Bruer, Joseph, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Buchanan, William G., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Barber. Elijah, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Burt, Willis V., enlisted December zo, 1863. 
CalIioun, Martin L.. enlisted December zo, 1863. 
Callahan, John, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Callahan, Edward, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Dural, James M.. enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Denicus, William, enlisted December zo, 1863. 
Engart, De Witt  C., enlisted December zo, 1863. 
Eich, Conrad, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Fulton, James K.. enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Gray, Harry, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Guches, Sylvanus, enlisted December zo. 1863. 
Lynch, Maurice, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Nelson, George W., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Munholland, Charles P., enlisted December 20. 

1863. 
Fviills, John M., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Patch, Simeon M., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Potter, Ephraim, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Redding. James, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Reid, Joseph L., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Rrece. Humnhrey, enlisted February g, 1864. 
Robinson. Joseph. enlisted January 4, 1864. 
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Swan, Joseph, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Suffa, George, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Slade, Edwin R., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Shipp, Henry, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Taylor, Henry, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Tappan, Asher T., enlisted February 5 ,  1864. 
Walsh, James, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Williams, William, enlisted December zo, 1863. 
Wasson, James, enlisted February g, 1864. 
Waughop, Amos E., enlisted December 21, 1863 

Recruits. 
Ayers, Arad. W., enlisted January 2, 1862. 
Adams, Thomas, enlisted September 16, 1861. 
Bailey, John &I., enlisted January 21, 1864. 
Eurnet, James, enlisted July 22, 1862. 
Bruce, Charles W., enlisted September 13, 1864. 
Booton, Asa, enlisted March 31, 1864. 
Childs, Frank B., enlisted January 17, 1862. 
Clancy, Michael, enlisted February 12, 1862. 
Cumminps, David M., enlisted October 10. 1861. 
Cox, Tilden, enlisted February XI, 1862. 

' llougherty, James P., enlisted September 8, 1862. 
Delong, Edward J., enlisted November 23, 1861. 
lidmonds, Thomas, enlisted November 20, 1861. 
Franklin, Samuel T.! enlisted February 2, 1864. 
Fisher, I lart  C., enllsted Tanuary 21, 1864. 
Freezce, Caleb M., enlisted November 18, 1861. 
Fiefield, \Vi!liam E., enlisted January 30, 1862. 
Gerrard, Wllliam, enllsted Decernher 6, 1862. 
Gill, Thon~as, enlisted February 2, 1864. 
Gessler, Henry, enlisted October 8, 1861. 
Heniford, Tohn L., enlisted December 2, 1861. 
Harding, James J., enlisted November 18, 1861. 
Hines, Lewls, enllsted February 2, 1862. 
ICellogg, Daniel B.. enlisted January 4, 1865. 
Leland, Francis T.. enlisted March 23, 1864. 
Lock, William, enlisted Tanuary 24, 1862. 
;\larshall, James AT,., enlisted February 2, 1864. 
Afoon. Charles, enl~sted June 24, 1865. 
3Iunholland, Charles P., enlisted November 28, 

1861. 
RIurphy, Patrick, enlisted October 27, 1861. 
i\Iiller, George, enlisted February 19, 1862. 
Paluham. I-Ienry, enlisted September 13, 1863. 
Potter, Ephraim, enlisted December 31, 1861. 
Roheson, Columbus A., enlisted Fehruary 4, 1862. 
Rudloff. Theodore, enlisted Tanuary lo, 1864. 
Reece, Humphrey, enlisted February 19, 1862. 
Smith, George W., enlisted February 3, 1864. 
Soady, Zachariah, enlisted Tanuary 4, 1862. 
Smith, Julius P.. ,enlisted February 5, 1864. 
Stem, Charles, enllsted October 15, 1861. 
Sheely, Robert, enlisted October IS. 1861. 
Shafer, Frank, enlisted December 21, 1861. 
Thurston. Frank, enlisted April 7, 1864. 
Tappan. Asher. enlisted. February 5. 1862. 
Wetheral, Theodore, enl~sted January 5, 1864. 
Wagner. Tohn E.. enlisted November 15, 1861. 
\Vest. William. enlisted February 4. 1862. 
Washburn, C. H., enlisted October 5, 1861. 

C ~ M P A ~ Y  F. 
Liezrtenont. 

Second, IjTilliam Currie, commissioned March 24. 
1862. 

P r i ~ ~ a t e s .  
Abbott. John C.. enlisted December 13. 1861. 
Brown, Peter, enlisted November 3. 1861. 
Card, Amos, enlisted November 13, 1861. 
Debine, Dennis, enlisted November 5, 1861. 
Foley, Michael, enlisted October 5,  1861. 
Johnson. Thomas. enlisted November 24, 1861. 
Kennedy. ~ i cho lhs .  enlisted October 5. 1861. 
Moore, Michael, enlisted October 16, 1861. 
Ryaxknell, Michael, epl~sted December 14, 1861. 
Slusher, John L., enlisted September 26, 1861. 

lyetcratt. 
Tasser, Andrew, enlisted December 4, 1861. 

Recrziits. 
Crumbaker. Tames, enlisted Marc11 31. 1864. 
Church. Milton. enlisted March 31, 1864. 
Dunn. Joseph K., enlisted February 3, 1862. 
Davidson, William. enlisted January 10, 1862. 
Furlong, John, enlisted January 25, 1865. 
Higgins, Thomas, enlisted December 2. 1861. 
Johnson. Charles H., enlisted December 21, 1863. 
Redmond. Michael, enlisted December 7. 1863. 
Waller. John H., enlisted January 21, 1864. 

COMPANY G. 
Captain. 

Stephen S. Tripp, commissioned February 16, 1863. 

Privates. 
Quirk, Cornelius, enlisted November 10, 1861. 
Young, W. B., enlisted November 14, 1861. 

Recruits. 
Barnes, Samuel. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
JIcNeel, Samuel A., enlisted hugust 7, 1862. 

COMPANY H. 
Prir,ate. 

Williams, John, enlisted December 12, 1861. 

Veterans. 
Devine, Charles J., enlisted February 6, 1864. 
Lowell, i\lfred, enlisted February 6, 1864. 

R e o ~ t i t s .  
.\mend, Moses H., enlisted March 31, 1864. 
Bernard, Andrew D.. enlisted August g, 1862. 
Courtenay, John, enlisted July 22, 1862. 
Month, Jacob, enlisted February 23, 1865. 
Peltier, Dominick, enlisted August 7, 1862. 
Scruby, \Villiam, enlisted August 9, 1862. 
Staltz, Huhbard L., enlisted August zg, 1862. 
Scruby, Frank, enlisted i\ugust 9, 1862. 

COMPANY I. 
Recrltits. 

.\ckerman, John H . ,  enlisted February 6, 1865. 
Brown, Henry, enlisted January I, 1862. 
Steele, Isaac, enlisted December 28, 1861. 

COMPANY 1;. 
Pri?*ates. 

Haw, James. enlisted Noveqber 6. 1861. 
Malone, Willian~. enlisted December g, 1861. 
Quail, John: enlisted November 6. 1861. 
Rowley, Dexter hf., enlisted December 18, 1861. 
Rowley, Samuel K., enlisted November 6, 1861. 
Rourke, Charles. enlisted December I. 1861. 
Sullivan, \\'illiam H., enlisted November 6, 1861. 

Recruits. 
.\dam, Albert, enlisted February 20, 1862. 
Cuswell, Nicholas C., enlisted November 6, 1861. 
Lucas, T. Z., enlisted April 14, 1864. 

COMPANY L. 
Captaiir. 

Thomas O'IIara, commissioned October 28, 1862. 

Lieltteitatrts. 
First. IVilliam D. Slater, commissioned October 

28. 1862. 
Second, Daniel R. Buck, commissioned April 20, 

1865. 
Q~rarter~r~aster Sergaatht. 

Gilligan, Thomas, enlisted September 25, 1861. 

Sergeants. 
William 13. Falts. enlisted October 15, 1861 
John Martin, enlisted October 2, 1861. 

Corporals. 
Daniel R. Buck. enlisted October 5, 1861. 
Obed F. Wait. enlisted October 28, 1861. 
Isaac Quiggle, enlisted October 25, 1861. 
F. J. Turner, enlisted October 28, 1861. 

Ettsigir. 
1Villis Emery, enlisted October 12, 1861. 

Blacksmitk. 
Samuel Kemp, enlisted November 21, 1861. 

Privates. 
Arnold, William, enlisted November 6, 1861. 
.4dams, Thomas, enlisted September 16, 1861. 
Bearer, George, enlisted October 1 5 ,  1861. 
Calry, Edward A.. enlisted October 28, 1861. 
Coats. Robert, enlisted November 7, 1861. 
Curran, James. enlisted November 20. 1861. 
Campbell, Wi!liam, enlisted December 7, 1861. 
Clayton, Willlam, enlisted October 5 ,  1861. 
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Carrigan, Patsy, enlisted November 20, 1861. 
Decker, David J. enlisted November 20, 1861. 
Divens, Tohn, enlisted October 16, 1861. 
Deland, 'Peter J.. enlisted November 12, 1861. 
Gean, Joseph, enl~sted October 23, 1861. 
Goodwin, John, enlisted November 2, 1861. 
Gutrix, John, enlisted December 14. 1861. 
Hickel, Charles, enlisted November 18, 1861. 
Sherdan, George, enlisted December I, 1861. 
Shoon, John, enl~sted December 7, 1861. 
Vandoren, G. B.. enlisted October 17, 1861. 
Washburn, C. H., enlisted October 5, 1861. 

Veterans. 
Buck, Daniel R.. enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Fultz, William, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Gheen, Josiah, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Gilligan, Thomas, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Ghiles, Rausler, enlisted January 3, 1864. 
James, Benjamin E., enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Kearns, Joseph B., enlisted January 2, 1864. 
Rogers, Willis, enlisted January 10, 1862. 
Luce. Elihu. enlisted .February 7, 1862. 
Marshall, George, en1:sted February 8, 1864. 
Paymod, Isadore. enllsted February 23, 1865. 
Powers, John, enlisted January 22, 1862. 
Schrader, George, enlisted January 4, 1865. 
Shuley. Robert, enlisted October 23, 1861. 
Vautral, William, enlisted February 21, 1862. 
Weaver, Calv'in, enlisted November 27, 1861. 

COMPANY M. 
Captains. 

Adam Stuber, commissioned December 20, 1861. 
Hugh C. Moffitt, commissioned November 18, 

!862. 
John J. Perry, commissioned December 19, 1864. 

Lieutenants. 
First, George A. Quinn, commissioned November 

.8, 1862. 
Second, John Tilby, commissioned January 8, 
863. 

Second, William F. Jennings, commissioned April 
I. 1865. 

Sergeants. 
First, Jackson McCully, enlisted September 27, 
861. 
Joseph A. McCully, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Henry Seeley, enlisted September 27, 1861. 

Corporals. 
James B. Merwin, enlisted November 8, 1861. 
Thomas Ward, enlisted October 31, 1861. 
Sandrieper, Henry, enlisted November 18, 1861. 
Henderson, James, enlisted December 5, 1861. 

Privates. 
Beck, Henry, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Barton, I ra  A.. enlisted November 6, 1861. 
Clark, Silas A., enlisted November 28, 1861. 
Clifton, Nelson, enlisted October 31, 1861. 
Calhoun, James H., enlisted November 13, 1861. 
Davidson, Thomas, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Deuffman, Thomas, enlisted Nov'ember 2, 1861. 
Ellis, Benjamin; enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Edelman, John, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Ford James, enlisted December 19, 1861. 
~ a r d n ,  Amhrose D., enlisted November 20, 1861. 
Goot, John, enlisted November I I, 1861. 
Hendricks, Peter, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Hick, Benjamin, enlisted October 8, 1861. 
Horwold, Joseph, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Holiday, Basil, enlisted November 18, 1861. 
Holiday, John J.. enlisted November 25, 1861, 
Haley, Dennis, enlisted October 10, 1861. 
Henry, Dennls, enlisted October 10, 1861. 
Hickson, George, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Hesse, Joseph, enlisted September 23, 1861. 
Lawrence, Charles, enlisted October 28, 1861. 
Mitchell, George, enlisted December 3, 1861. 
Matlin, Jacob, enlisted October 27, 1861. 
Noell, Dennis, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Neff, Marks. enlisted October 21, 1861. 
Owens. Columbus, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Otto. John C.. enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Phelps, Harvey, enlisted October 27, 1861. 
Ricett. John, enlisted November I, 1861. 
Roberts, George, enlisted October 31, 1861. 
Stenn. Charles. enlisted Octoher 15, 1861. 
Spicer, David, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Seipe, Charles I?., enlisted December 16, 1861. 

Smith, George T., enlisted November 25, 1861. 
Tanner, Merchant F., enlisted November 25, 1861. 
Wallace Henry, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Welsh, james, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Watson, Thomas, enlisted October 6, 1861. 
Winches, Andrew, enlisted December 3, 1861. 
Wayson, Beriah, enlisted Nov'ember 25, 1861. 
Walker, John, enlisted November 14, 1861. 
Yonger, Adam, enlisted September 27, 1861. 

Veterans. 
Calvin, John, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Carter, Herman S., enlisted December 20, 186~. 
Ley, John. enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Rich, William C., enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Sandritter, Henry, enlisted December 20, 1863. 
Ward, Thomas, enlisted December 20, 1863. 

Recruits. 
Aspinwall, Job, enlisted September 30, 1864. 
Aten, Benjamin, enlisted March 23, 1865. 
Beebe, Richard H., enlisted March 28, 1864. 
Beebe, James, enlisted March 28, 1864. 
Brady, Charles, enlisted February 6, 1864. 
Brown, Cary, enlisted March 17, 1864. 
Bettis, William F., enlisted April 14, 1864. 
Beebe, Alonzo, enlisted February 23, 1864. 
Cox, Oscar J., enlisted February I, 1864. 
Carr, John, enlisted August 25, 1864. 
Crank, John H., enlisted January 27, 1865. 
Davis, Abel, enlisted February 15. 1864. 
Drzke, Phineas B., enlisted September 30, 1864. 
Desamo, John S., enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Goddard, William, enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Garvin, Barney, enlisted March 22, 1864. 
Groon, John W., enlisted January 27, 1865. 
Greeg, James G., enlisted February 26, 1864. 
Hall, Peter A., enlisted February 15, 1864. 
Kingdon, William H., enlisted August 13, 1862. 
Keller, Jacob FI., enlisted December 28, 1861. 
Moffit, William E., enlisted January 5, 1864. 
McCully, Joseph A.: enlisted January 5, 1864. 
McCully. Wllliam H.. enlisted January 27, 1865. 
Mulbehill, Jeremiah C. enlisted August 14, 1862. 
McGraw, Patrick, enlihed August 14. 1862. 
Nelson, Elias, enlisted January 24, 1864. 
Oakford, Thomas 13.. enlisted December 4, 1863. 
O'Neal. Thomas, enlisted March 31, 1865. 
Putnam, William, enlisted December 28, 1861. 
Putnam, Luther, enlisted October 4, 1861. 
Rome, Nelson E., enlisted December I, 1863. 
Rutherford, George, enlisted March 3 I, I 864. 
Rich, William, enlisted December 7, 1861. 
Sirlat, James. enlisted September 27. 1861. 
Sinimons, Habbie, enlisted October 6, 1861. 
Swan, James C., enlisted March g, 1864. 
Thompson, William R., enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Thurston. William, enlisted November 23, 1863. 
Teal, William, enlisted September 27, 1861. 
Wheeler. John H.. enlisted January 16, 1864. 
Waggoner, John, Sr., enlisted Illarch 31, 1864. 
Will. Charles, enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Webber, Andrew, enlisted October 6, 1863. 

Unassigned Recruits. 
Allen, Francis, enlisted March g, 1865. 
Brady, John J., enlisted February 4. 1863. 
Crew, Noah J., enlisted March 29, 1864. 
Carlton, Edward. enlisted December I 5, 1863. 
Cox, Joseph, enlisted September 16, 1864. 
Conn, Charles, enlisted November 18, 1864. 
Conner, John, enlisted Februar$i I, 1863. 
Delaney, Thomas, enlisted March 21, 1864. 
Dowene, Henry. enlisted March 29, 1865. 
Dane, Christopher. enlisted March g, 1865. 
Foster, R. N., enlisted November 12, 1862. 
Ford, Charles D., enlisted April 14, 1864. 
Goddard. Artemas W., enlisted August 14, 1862. 
Jacob, Henry, enlisted January 29, 1863. 
Icing. Henry A., enlisted January 21, 1864. 
Kelley, John, enlisted February 5, 1865. 
Laird, Homer, enlisted August 14. 1862. 
Mitchell, Harrison, enlisted November 18, 1862. 
Mcnaniel, Tames, enlisted December 15, 1863. 
McGoan, Harris, enlisted March g, 1865. 
Murphy, Patrick, enlisted March 9, 1865. 
Nolin. J. D., enlisted November 18, 1862. 
Neuer. August, enlisted December 7, 186.3. 
O'nrien, James, enlisted December 19, 1863. 
Phillips, Charles, enlisted January 29, 1863. 
P e p ~ p r ,  John E., enlisted April 9, 1864. 
P h ~ l l ~ p s ,  John, enlisted February 5. 1865. 
Preston, Alfred H., enlisted December 6, 1863. 
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Slocum, John, enlisted December I, 1862. 
Shell, Oliver C., enlisted September 29, 1864. 
Snyder, J. C., enlisted. February 28, 1865. 
Stewart, Walter F., enltsted March I, 1865. 
Smith, James, enllsfed March 9, 1865. 
Seymour, John, enl~sted March g, 1865. 
Shields, John, enlisted January 11, 1864. 
Wilson, William, enlisted August 15, 1862. 
Young, Adiah, enlisted January 5, 1864. 

FOURTEENTH CAVALRY. 
Colonel. 

Horace Capron, commissioned February 6, 1863. 

First Assistant Surgeon. 
George A. Wilson, commissioned January 7, 1863. 

Privates. 
Barfoot, William. enlisted September I, 1862. 
Eley, Jefferson, enlisted December 12, 1862. 
Somers, Alfred, enlisted October 12, 1862. 
Somberger. George, enlisted Nov'ember 2, 1862. 
Triplet, William, enlisted October 12, 1862. 

COMPANY B. 
Captains. 

Paul Distler, commissioned January 7, 1863. 
Henry H. Mayo, commissioned October 17, 1864. 

Lieutenants. 
First, Henry Heineke, commissioned January 7, 

1863. 
Second, Philip Smith, commissioned January 7, 

1863. 
Com~nissary Sergeawt. 

Charles A. Lettell, enlisted September 14, 1862. 

Sergeants. 
Louis Ernst, enlisted September 18, 1862. 
William Brown, enlisted September 16, 1862. 

Corporals. 
Paul Helmel, enlisted September 15, 1862. 
Conrad Dassell. enlisted September 18, 1862. 
Henry Handshu, enlisted October 5, 1862. 
john Boehm, enlisted September 18, 1862. 
Frank H. Westerman, enlisted January 5, 1863. 
Louis H. Smith, enlisted January 5, 1863. 

Teainster. 
Jacob Gloring, enlisted September 30, 1862. 

Blacl?s~~titks. 
John Grove. enlisted November 10, 1862. 
Albert Terohn, enlisted September 20, 1862. 

Saddler. 
Ferdinand Misselhom, enlisted December 2, 1862. 

Wagoner. 
William Iluske, enlisted September 14, 1862. 

Priuatrs. 
Altman, William, enlisted November 29, 1862. 
Brauer, John, enlisted September 16, 1862. 
Baikes, Nicholas, enlisted September 28, 1862. 
Brown, George, enl~sted October 2, 1862. 
Barnet, Timothy, enlisted December I, 1862. 
Campbell, Joseph, enlisted October 22, 1862. 
Dubois, William, enlisted December 2, 1862. 
Drisler, Frank, en!isted December I, 1862. 
Ebert, George, enllsted October 5, 1862. 
Folkers, John W., enlisted October 2, 1862. 
Fishbeck, Herman, enlisted September 30, 1862. 
Froehlich, Jacob, enlisted October I, 1862. 
Gebhard. William, enl~sted November 20, 1862. 
Grebe, Conrad, enlisted September 14, 1862. 
Hauser, Caspar, enlisted September 14, 1862. 
Huck, Harmon, enlisted September 13, 1862. 
Johnston, John, enlisted September 23, 1862. 
Klein, Louis. enlisted November 12, 1862. 
Kimble. Francis, enlisted September 15, 1862. 
Kowurtz, Frank, enlisted December I. 1862. 
Le  Genbre, Felix, enlisted October 16, 1862. 
McPherson. Henry H., enlisted October 5. 1862. 
Meyer, Leopold, enllsted September 20, 1862. 
Mayn, Louis, enlisted October 28. 1862. 
Naef, John, enlisted September 16, 1862. 
Nickel, George, enlisted December I 5, 1862. 
Richter, Charles, enlisted September 14, 1862. 
Ruibty, George, enlisted December 15, 1862. 

Schneiderfritz, Henry, enlisted September 18, 
1862. 

Spenke, Henry, enlisted September 16, 1862. 
Seifert, Julius, enlisted September 22, 1862. 
Tremmel, John, enlisted October 5, 1862. 
Walter, Lorenz. enlisted September g, 1862. 
Weiland. Sebastian, enlisted November 10, 1862. 
Weinheimer, Philip, enlisted September 16, 1862. 
Ward, Frank, enlisted September 15, 1862. 
Zeigler, Gottlieb. enlisted October I, 1862. 

Recruits. 
Frederick, Charles, enlisted January 14, 1864. 
Rayer, Christian, enlisted December 9, 1863. 
Stahler, Christian, enlisted February 29, 1864. 

COMPANY C. 
Licrctenant. 

Second, IIenry AsI. Evans, commissiolled January 
7, 1863. 

Co~)riirissary Sergeant. 
Seth C. Abell, enlisted September 18, 1862. 

Lynch, Thomas, enlisted October 14, 1862. 
l'rentice, John D., enlisted September 14, 1862. 
Russell, Robert, enlisted November 28, 1862. 
Webb, Henry, enlisted November 25, 1862. 

C O M P ~ N Y  D. 
Teanzster. 

Clemetits, Charles, enlisted December I, 1862. 

Pr ic-ates. 
Carter, Robert D., enlisted September 18, 1862. 
Elfcon, C., enlisted December I, 1862. 
Eversoll, Samuel, enlisted December I ,  1862. 
Hansell, Alonzo. enlisted November I, 1862. 
Reynolds, Alexander, enlisted December IS, 1862. 

COMPANY E. 
Privat cs. 

Johnson, Henry, enlisted December l o ,  1862. 
IClasy, George, enlisted December 20, 1862. 
Xanisl~, Edward, enlisted September 22, 1862. 

COMPANY F. 
Privates. 

Beekman, John K., enlisted January 4, 1863. 
Harrison, Mitchell, enlisted January 8, 1863. 
Potter, John C., enlisted October 20, 1862. 

Rccr~cit. 
Bethrels, William H., enlisted February 22, 1865. 

COMPANY G. 
Recruits. 

Freel. Joseph J., enlisted March I, 1865. 
Hedgepath, Thomas P., enlisted January, 1865. 

COMPANY H. 
Blaklie. Reuben, enlisted February 5 ,  1863. 
Beck, Henry, enlisted January 17. 1863. 
Hamilton. Claude B., enlisted February 2, 1863. 
Meyer. Ferdinand, enlisted January 25, 1863. 
Schaefer, Peter, enlisted July 21, 1863. 

Recrzrit. 
Lamb, John, enlisted March 28, 1865. 

COMPANY I. 
Pri~pntes. 

Birch, George. enlisted October 18. 1862. 
Black, John J., enlisted October 12. 1862. 
Casper, James R., enlisted September 25, 1862. 
Moberry, William, enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Miller, George A.. enlisted October 6, 1862. 
O'Sullivan, John B., enlisted September 13, 1862. 
Phelps, Chester, enlisted December 4. 1862. 
Stewart, Erastus W., enlisted November 5 ,  1862. 

COMPANY K. 
Sergeatrts. 

First, Edward Groshen, enlisted September 14, 
1862. 

Albert C. Allen, enlisted December I, 1862. 

Corporals. 
James Barrow. enlisted September 14, 1862. 
Allen W. McKenzie, enlisted September 14, 1862. 
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Tea~nster.  
Tllomas J. Sparroch, enlisted December 13, 1862. 

Privates. 
Bonnie, Louis, enlisted September 15, 1862. 
Brown. William, enlisted November 15, 1862. 
Cosgrove, Bernard II., enlisted November I, 1862. 
Gibbler, Emery H., enlisted October 16, 1862. 
Loony, H., enlisted December I ,  1862. 
McCarty, Joseph, enlisted October 10, 1862. 
McCann, James, enlisted November 15, 1862. 
Neff, John C., enlisted November 15, 1862. 
Ricker, Edward, enlisted September 14, 1862. 
Shafer, John, enlisted December 2, 1862. 
Sheen, Michael, enlisted December I ,  1862. 
Somers, Alfred. 
Westcott, William W., enlisted November 15, 

1862. 
COMPANY L. 

Privates. 
Tackson, James, enlisted Novemher 21, 1862. 
'~ewmier ,  Charles, enlisted November 28, 1862. 
Parcell. Garrett H., enlisted January 8, 1863. 
~ o g e r s ;  David, enlisted January 8, 1863. 

COMPANY M. 
Captaitts. 

Thomas S. Lupton, commissioned January 7, 
1863. 

William W. Rowcliff, commissioned January 7, 
I 863. 

Lieutettarlt. 
William W. Cowles, commissioned July I I, 1865. 

Sergeants. 
Alexander Irvine, enlisted September 15, 1862. 
Tames Anderson, enlisted September 15, 1862. 
Tl~onlas Putnam, enlisted October 5, 1862. 

Corporals. 
Charles W .  Fowler, enlisted October 5, 1862. 
John S. Cleveland, enlistcd October 5, 1862. 

Saddler. 
John R. Reed, enlisted September 15, 1862. 

Wagoner. 
James Pitcher, enlisted September 20, 1862. 

Teatnstcr. 
James T.aughlin, enlisted October j. 1862. 

Privates. 
~ o t i t y .  Philip, enlisted October j, 1862. 
kinks,  John D.. enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Barker, James W., enlisted December 18, 1862. 
Colinderson, Joseph, enlisted October 5 ,  1862. 
Cook. George, enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Ceirtt, Samuel, enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Connor, Thomas, enlisted October j, 1862. 
Colender, Peter, enlisted September 15, 1862. 
Dunn, Thomas, enlisted October 5, 1862. 
Eggieston, James, enlisted October 5, 1862. 
Folenwider, John R., enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Fernan, James A., enlisted September 20, 1862. 
fIopkins, Thomas, enlisted September zo, 1862. 
Hodgmon, Isaac, enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Hamilton, John, enlisted December I, 1862. 
Hattock, Clinton, enlisted January 5, 1863. 
McClay, James. en!isted October 5, 1862. 
McKee, Jonathan, enlisted October 5 ,  1862. 
Ogden, Ira B., enlisted October 5, 1862. 
O'Shaughnessy, Henry, enlisted October 5 ,  1862. 
Pnce.  John, enlisted December lo, 1862. 
Russell, Emery, enlisted September zo, 1862. 
Reeves, John, enlisted October 5,  1862. 
Sullivan, John. enlisted September 15, 1862. 
Slmmons. Hobbe, enl~sted January 8, 1863. 
Smiley, James M., enlisted Se~ tember  IS, 1862. 
Shirley. Thomas J., enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Seed, Andrew J., enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Somersett. Thomas. enlisted October 5, 1862. 
Temple. Charles H., enlisted September 15. 1862. 
Van Hess. Henry, enlisted October 5, 1862. 
Walters, William, enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Walters, Henry, enlisted September 20, 1862. 

Unassigtied Recrzcits. 
]<ennett, James, enlisted March 23, 1865. 
Casson, James, enlisted March 3 I ,  I 86 j. 
Connors, James H.. enlisted March 23, 1865. 
Curter, Andrew, enlisted March 24, 1865. 
Ford, Michael, enlisted March 28, 1865. 
Hagan, George. ~nlistetl October I I ,  1864. 
Haley, Richard, enlisled March 23, 1864. 
IIolton, Frederick, enlisted ;\larch g ,  1864. 
Kane, Patrick, enlisted March 23, 1865. 
Purdy, Tohn, enlisted October 11, 1864. 
Pratl ,  Henry, enlisted Marc11 23, 1865. 
Reed, Robert, enlisted Ilarch 31, 1865. 
Seaver, Gcorge, enlisted March 23, 186j. 
Williams, Samuel, enlistcd March 23. 186 j. 
Wilkins, Frank, enlisted March 28, 1865. i 

FIFTEENTH C:\i'ALRY. 
COMPANY L. 

Privates. 
Shaffer, Simon, enlisted February 16, 1862. 
Wilder, Montreville, enlisted October 26, 1861. 

Recr~rit. 
Oakford, Thomas, enlisted June I. 1861. i 

SEr 'ENTEENTH CAI'IZLRY. 
COMPANY A. 

Private. I 
Chandler, Samuel J., enlisted Novetnber 6, 1863. i 

COMPANY D. 
C)~tarter~~taster Sergeatrf. 

lVillian1 G. I'rey, enlisted October 5, 1863. 
I 
I 

Contntissary Sergeant. 
Henry JI. Furchison, enlisted December I j, 1863. I 

. Prir~ates. 
>Iurphy, Robcrt, enlisted October j, 1863. 
Robbnis, Benah, enlisted November 23, 1863. 
Tindall, George E., enlisted October 15, 1863. 
\lTalker, John O., enlisted December I 5, 1863. 

Rccrtrit. 
Todd, James, enlisted February I, 1861. I 

COMPANY E. 
Co~~t~t t i s sarg  Sergeant. 

IIermans, Alfred S., enlistcd December 11, 1863. 

RATTERY A ILLINOIS LIGHT ARTILJ-I:RY. 

Battery A, Second Illinois Light Artillery was 
ot gal~ized at  Peoria, Illinois, by Captain I'eter Da- 
vidson, and was mustered into state service, May 
23. 1861. Moved to Alton. Illinois, in July. 1861. 
Thence moved to St. Charles. Missouri, with Gen- 
eral Pope and tlien to ;\Iexico, Missouri. From 
this place sections were sent to different parts of 
north Missouri, which were again united at  Jeffer- 
son Barracks, Missouri, at which place the battery 
was mustered into United States service, August 
17, 1861. Moved to Jefferson City, Rfissouri, and 
on the 1st of October to Boonville, Missouri, and 
thence to Otterv5lle. Thence marched in Kelton's 
Brigade, Pope's Division of Fremont's army to 
Springfield, Missouri, and returned to Otterville, 
January 25, 1862, in Colonel Julius White's Brig- 
ade, Brigadier General Jeff C. Davis' Div~sion, 
moved to Lebanon and with Curtis' army to 
northwest Arkansas. Was engaged in the battle 
of Pea Ridge March 7 and 8, where it did faithful 
and brilliant service. A section of the battery at 
Neoslio and Fayetteville, moved to Helena, Arkan- 
sas. with General Curtis' army. IIattery A was 
mustered out of service at Cainp Butler, Illinois, 
July 27, 1865. 

FIRST ARTILLERY. 
BATTERY 31. 

Privates. 
Ronson, Thomas, enlisted July 3, 1862. 
Hamilton, Richard, enlisted July 3, 1862. 

Recruits. 
Miller, James M., enlisted February 20, 1864. SECOND LIGHT ARTILLERY. 

Smith, David H., enlisted February 28, 1864. Major. 
Smith, Harrison, enlisted February 2, 1864. Peter Dadidson, commissioned April I I, 1863. 
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BATTERY A. 
Captaiw. 

]Ierman Borris, commissio~led April I I ,  1863. 
\$'illiam W. Campbell, commissioned July 3, 186j. 

L-ier~to~ants.  
First, William J. Gardner, commissioned May 14, 

1861. 
First, J. Corwin Hansel, commissioned January 

25. 1862. 
First, Frank B. Fenton, commissioned April 11, 

Smith, Morris, enlisted April 23, 1864. 
Sick, John, enlisted. June 14, 1864. 
Stowell, Henry. enl~sted July 8, 1864. 
Wadsworth, Berial, enlisted April 19, 1864. 
Ward, James, enlisted July I, 1864. 
Waresly, John J., enlisted May 22, 1864. 
Wolfert, Sebastian, enlisted June 22, 1864. 

Veterans. 
Sevgcat~t. 

Samuel Coburn, enlisted February I ,  1864. 
1863. 

First. William W. Campbell, commissioned April Corporal. 

11, 1863. Denton Y. Keys. enlisted January I ,  1864. 
First, Rensselaer W. IIinman, commissioned July Brrglcr. 

3. 1865. 
First, Walter Bird? commissioned July 26, 1865. James F. Carman, enlisted February I ,  1864. 
Second, Abraham B. Hatterson, commissioned Jan- 

uary 25, 1862. Prizates. 
Second, Samuel Coburn, comtnissioned July 26, Aldrich, IIorace XI.. enlisted February I, 1864. 

1865. Raldwin, Stephen E., enl~sted January I ,  1864. 
Second, Denton 5'. Keys, commissioned July 26, Barnaba. John W.. enlisted January I ,  1864. 

1865. Bauer, Dick, enl~sted January I ,  1864. 
Qitartcriirirster Sergea~tt. Millet, Joseph, enlisted January I ,  1864. 

Nurs, Koswell J., enlisted February I ,  1864. ' 
h r r h a n l  B. Ratterson, enlisted April ro, 1861. 

i Speers, William H., enllsted January I ,  1864. 
S e r ~ c n i i t  M n  joy. Sullivan, Frank, enlisted January I ,  1864. 

/ Oliver P.  itc comb,- enlisted i\pril 19, 1861. Rccvt~it.~. . . 

Sergeants. 
William Patterson, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Walter W. Campbell, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
William L. Gardner, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Tames McGinnis, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
:Tames H . ,  Reddick, enlisted May 27. 1561. 
Walter Rlrd, en l~s ted  Aprll 19, 1861. 

Corporals. 
Stephen E. Baldwin. enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Joseph G. Bloomer? enlisted April 26, 1861. 
John Dimond, enllsted April 24, 1861. 
John W. French, enlisted April 19. 1861. 
Nicholas Held, enlisted April 9, 1861. 
William M. Lucas, enlisted May 14, 1864. 
William Ranch. enlisted May 20, 1861. 
William E. Wilkinson, enlisted April 19, 1861. 

Bz~gler. 
Thomas Drew, enlisted May 27, 1861. 

.4rtificers. 
Lair Letz, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Jeremiah Smith, enlisted May 25, 1861. 
Fritz Schierman, enlisted July 22, 1861. 
John Stanger, enlisted June 18, 1861. 
Henry Kreiling, enlisted April 19, 1861. 

Priz'ates. 
Austin, John I\'., enlisted April 19, 1861. 
narnaba, John \?., enlisted April 19, 1861. 
I3auer, Dick, enlisted May 5 ,  1861. 
liustorf, Frederick, enlisted June 19, 1861. 
Butler, James. enlisted June I ,  1861. 
Carney, Stephen W., enlisted May I ,  1861. 
Chase, Ira. enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Crandall, William, enlisted May 17, 1861. 
Carman, James F., enlisted July 10, 1861. 
Dempsey, William, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
]>old, Stephen, enlisted July 8, 1861. 
Farrer, Joachim, enl~sted A p r ~ l  19. 1861. 
Frost, Enos, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Gisart, Jacob, enl~sted May 17. 1861. 
Hoag, Edwitl, enlisted July 10, 1861. 
Johnson, Samuel M., enl~sted May 23, 1861. 
Haufman, Martin S., enlisted Apl-il 19, 1861. 
Lair, William, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Lair, Noah, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Lanigan, Francis M.. enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Lupton, Charles. enlisted June 18, 1861. 
hlann. Martin. enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Maupin, Robert B.. enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Meyer. Philip. enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Morrow, William, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
McVickar, Hugh, enlisted May 27, 1861. 
Paul. Anderson, enlisted April 19. 1861. 
Ploher, Ferdinand. enlisted May 24, 1861. 
Ryan, Laurence, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Ryan, Samuel, enlisted April 19. 1861. 
Ryan, Parkinson, enlisted April 19, 1861. 
Shieman. Jchn, enlisted April 19. 1861. 
Shafer, Solomon, enlisted April 30, 1861. 

ashbury,  Samuel, enlisted March 14, 1864. 
Ayres. Maur~ce ,  enlisted September 20, 1862. 
Aldrick, Jo1111 P., enlisted October 28, 1862. 
Raker. Plt i l i~.  enlisted October 26. 1863. - - - - - - , - 

Bauer, 1len;y. enlisted October 28, 1863. 
Boydslen, Newton L., enlisted November 7, 1863. 
Bennett, Samuel. enlistqd March 14, 1864. 
Beers, William W., enl~sted hiarch 31, 1864. 
Bobier. Willlam, enl~sted March 22, 1864. 
Bachelor, Neal. enlisted October 24, 1863. 
Becket, John M., enlisted October 11, 1864. 
Rest. William. enlisted September 8, 1861. 
~ i k k r ,  \\?illiim, enlisted September 22, 1861. 
Burgess, Henry, enlisted October 9, 1862. 
Campbell, Charles B., enlisted March 21, 1864. 
Cull. William H.. enlisted March 24, 1864. 
~ e l i e r ,  Charles, enlisted January 4, 1864. 
Currier, Arthur T., enlisted March 28, 1864. 
Conger, Allen, enlisted December 16, 1864. 
Chase. Edward, enlisted September 22, 1861. 
Coburn, William, enlisted November 30, 1863. 
Dickenson, Griffith A., enlisted November 10. 1862. 
Drummond. Tohn P.. enlisted January 4, 1864. .. - - - - - - . 

Ellis. ~ e n i a & i n ,  enlisted January 18, 1864. 
Eayd, ~ l b - e r t  P., enlisted November a r ,  1862. 
Fllintt. Tnroh. enlisted October 29. 1863. -. - . - - - , a--- z - 

Eastman. Charles, enlisted ~ e ~ t e m b e r  22, 1861. 
Fitzgerald, John, enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Ford. Burton S., enl~sted March 22. 1864. 
Ford, Henry, enlisted March 23, 1864. 
Fowler, Henry, enlisted September 8, 1861. 
Grotevant. Robert, enllsted September 26. 1864. 
Howell, Israel. enlisted March 21, 1864. 
Hawkins, William E., enlisted October 28, 1863. 
Hurland, William R., enlisted August 25, 1862. 
Ilull. John B., enl~sted September 24, 1862. 
Houser, Christian, enlisted October 13, 1862. 
Taggard, Thomas, enlisted December 8, 1863. 
)ohnson. John L., enlisted October 31, 1863. 
Keller, Allen. enlisted March 24. 1864. 
Kissel, Emanuel, enlisted September 26, 1862. 
Lutz, Philip, enlisted March 8, 1864. 
Livingstone, William. enlisted September 8, 1861. 
Morrow, Calvin. enlisted March 22, 1864. 
Naylor. Flavius, enlisted March 24, 1 8 6 ~ .  
Orr, William B., enlisted March 21, 1864. 
Parker. 1,ewis G.,  enlrsted February 15, 1864. 
Powell, David E., enlisted August 30. 1862. 
Robinson, Rfarvft4 N., enlisted January 4, 1864. 
Russell, David, enllsted March 9, 1864. 
Rockwell, Calvin, enlisted March 31. 1864. 
Sloan, Charles P., enlisted hlarch 22, 1864. 
Scott. Theodore J., enlisted March 30, 1864. 
S t e n ~ e ,  John, enl~sted March 9, 1864. 
Stebbins, Lendwick. enlisted December 16, 1864. 
Stebbins, John, enlisted December 16, 1864. 
Stratton. John R., enlisted August 22, 1862. 
Shriver, David J., enlisted October 28, 1861. 
Stockner, Hugh, enlisted March 31, 1864. 
Smith, Albert H.. enlisted February 10, 1864. 
Spurs. William H.. enlisted September 22, 1861. 
Trelbar, John H., enlisted March 24, 1864. 
Vickery, Roger, enlisted December 21, 1863. 
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Venters, William, enlisted September 24, 1864. Smith, Lewis, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Winn, Marshall, enlisted March 25, 1864. Smith, John, enllsted February 28, 1865. 
Wiley, Lorenzo K., enlisted November 21, 1862. Stewart, John, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Winn, Warren, enlisted March 25, 1864. Smith, Alfred, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Wilkinson, John, enlisted August 25. 1862. Warren, William, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Wilder, Charles H., enlisted September 24, 1864. Washington, George, enlisted February 13, 1865. 

BATTERY C. 
Private. 

Turner, Charles H., enlisted August 29, 1862. 

BATTERY D. 
Recruit. 

Highfield, Wilfred H., enlisted January 4, 1864. 

Lieutenants. 
First, Henry B. Plant, commissioned December 31, 

1862. 
Second, Charles McDonald, commissioned March 

I, 1863. 
Privates. 

Cunningham, Rogers, enlisted November 25, 1861. 
Jones, Isaac W!, enlisted November 25. 1861. 

Recruits. 
Lester, Robert N., enlisted October 23, 1862. 
Moon, Simon D., enlisted December 25, 1863. 
Petty, George A., enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Shippe, Orrin S., enlisted January 5, 1864. 
Weld, Samuel C., enlisted December 21, 1863. 

Unassigwd Recruits. - 

Atkinson, William H., enlisted January 18, 1864. 
Pitcher, Robert, enlisted September 26, 1864. 
Summers, James, enlisted March 24, 1864. 

THIRTEENTH U N I T E D  STATES COLORED 
INFANTRY. 

Johnson, Charles, enlisted April I, 1865. 
Lee, John, enlisted April 10, 1865. 
Wade, Hampton, enlisted April I, 1865. 

ONE HUNDRED N I N T H  U N I T E D  STATES 
COLORED INFANTRY. 

Bridges, Jesse, enlisted February 14, 1865. 
Barr, John, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Cole, Enoch, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Carter, Silas, enlisted March 30. 1865. 
Drake, Monroe, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Gray, Samuel B., enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Hicks, John, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Hillman, William, enlisted February 13, 1865. 
Jefferson, James, enlisted February 20, 1865. 
Jones, Wade, enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Mitchell, William. enlisted February 28, 1865, 
Porter, John, enlisted March 30, 1865. 
Red, William, enl~s ted  March 30, 1865. 
Smith, Isaac. enlisted February 28, 1865. 
Smith, Washington, enlisted February 28, 1865. 

Miscellaneous Organizations. 

SEVENTH TENNESSEE CAVALRY. 

Arms, John M., enlisted October 30, 186~. 
Butter, John T., enlisted October 20, 1864. 
Cunningham, Elijah, flnlisted April 10, 1865. 
Divey, Robert H., enlisted December, 1864. 
Edwards, William, enlisted November 8, 1864. 
Hamilton, W. M. J., enlisted April 11, 1865. 
Hamilton, Samuel, enlisted April I I, 1865. 
Hays. James E., enlisted March I, 1864. 
Jenkins, Kelly H., enlisted January 26, 1864. 
Kina, Alfred. enlisted October 26, 1864. 
King, William. P., enlisted March 13, 1865. 
Miller, Joseph C., enlisted March 13, 1865. 
McAllister, William T., enlisted March 13, 1865. 
McParlane. Tohn, enlisted January 24, 1864. 
Purdon, nehjamin. enlisted April I I, 1865. 
Perden, John, enlisted October 20, 1864. 
Perden. Erwin T., enlisted October 20, 1864. 
Ray. William, enlisted November 24, 1864. 
Robinson, James, enlisted March I, 1865. 
Scarlett, S. M., enlisted March 3. 1865. 
Thomas, Tohn W., enlisted December 14, 1864. 
Tucker, de0rg.e W., enlisted October 20, 1864. 
Vickers, Francis M., enlisted October 20, 1864. 
Waugh, James W., enlisted October 20, 1864. 

FIRST ARMY CORPS. 
J4:nlisted Men of Company No. I. 

Assigized to ComPany A ,  Second Reginzent Veteran 
I'ol~ir~teers. 

Pri7jates. 
Auten, John W., enlisted February 10, 1865. 
Greenleaf, George D.. enlisted February 6, 1865. 
Schaller. Charles, en'listed Fehruary 4, 1865. 
Shoemaker, Edward, enlisted February 4, 1865. 1 

. Enlisted Men of Company No. 5. 
Privates. 

Lair. Noah, enlisted March 13, 1865. 
McMullen. James E., enlisted March 13, 1865. 
Upshaw, George, enlisted March 13. 1865. 

THIRTEENTH UNITED STATES INF4NTRY. 
Recruits, 

Barber, James C., enlisted June, 1865. 
Beasmore, Robert G., enlisted June, 1865. 
Bink, John H.. enlisted June, 1865. 
Dunbar, Robert F.. enlisted June, 1865. 
Gunsolus, James H., enlisted June, 1865. 
Satter, Joseph, enlisted June, 1865. 

MONUMENTS TO HEROIC DEAD 

Very shortly after the cessation of hostilities between the two sections of the 
country and the victorious veterans of the northern armies had returned to their 
homes, a movement. gained impetus, toward the creation of a fitting and lasting 
concrete expression of the community's gratitude for the inestimable blessings 
made possible and enduring by the recent struggle for free institutions, and also 
to attest Peoria's pride and glory in the valor and patriotism of the heroic living 
and'dead. Definite results were manifest when, at the September (1865) meeting 
of the board of supervisors, Dr. John Emery, representative in that body from 
Radnor township, offered a resolution that the board appropriate a sum of money, 
for the erection of a suitable monument in the court house yard. The resolution 
was referred to a committee consisting of Emery, Matson and Day, with instruc- 
tions to secure plans and estimates and report at the next meeting of the board. 
The committee made its reports at the next meeting, held in April, and the con- 
tract for a soldiers' monument, to cost $5,000, was awarded to Robert Campbell, 
of Peoria. The site selected was at the center of the Main street side of the yard, 
about midway between the old court house and the street, and the corner stone 
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The dedication took place October 11, 1866, and was the occasion for the gather- 
ing of a vast concourse of people, and a magnificent demonstration. General 

I Benjamin F. Butler, who assisted in the capture of New Orleans, was military 
commander of that turbulent city and the best-hated "invader of the sacred soil" 

I of the south, was the orator of the day, and his presence alone created unbounded 
enthusiasm. One of the notable features of the dedication was the presence of 1 Wid Abe," the war eagle of the Eighth Wisconsin. "Black Jack" (John A.) 
Logan was also here, and stirred the hearts of the veterans to a white heat of 
excitement and delight; for he, also, was a war hero and won his spurs bravely 
and honorably. Colonel "Bob" Ingersoll was the master of ceremonies and with 
the tongue of a Demosthenes thrilled his auditors by his rendition of a dedicatory- 
poem, written for the event by Mrs. P. R. K. Brotherton. 

Spencer's band headed a parade, composed of eleven companies of infantry 
and one of cavalry; the fire department, civic societies and citizens in carriages, 
that had marched to the court house square, and in all one of the greatest gala 
days ever known in Peoria was passed without a mishap to mar the reverential 
joy of the populace. And thus one of the first soldiers' monuments in the coun- 
try was erected to the fallen heroes of 1861-5. When the old court house was 
torn down, to make place for the new, it became necessary to alter the grade of 
the square. This called for the removal of the monument and its new site was 
chosen at the Jefferson street front, where it now stands, still intact, although 
the names inscribed on its four sides have become almost illegible from action 
of the elements. 

I MONUMENT AT SPRINGD.4LE CEMETERY 

I In the Transcript of March IS, 1862, after the bodies of slain soldiers began 
1 to be sent here for burial, a paragraph appeared, suggesting the virtue and 

advisability of securing a suitable tract of land in one of the cemeteries, to be 
set apart for the last resting place for soldiers losing their lives in the war, who 
might not have provided for a burial place. This touched a tender spot in the 
hearts of the directors of Springdale cemetery and they immediately offered, as a 
gift, one of the best lots at  Springdale for the purpose, which was accepted. 
On this lot, which is about one hundred and fifty feet square, was erected in 1870, 
a monument designed and executed by Robert Campbell, at a cost of $2,500, 
and four cannon donated to the Soldiers' Monument Association by congress. 
The monument was primarily secured through the valiant and persevering efforts 
of the Women's National League of Peoria, which had, in the year 1866, merged 
its identity into that of the Soldiers' Monument Society, at the same time turning 
over to the latter a balance in its treasury of $82.19, as the nucleus of a fund 
toward the erection of a monument. 

The monument is very attractive and faces the soldiers' graves. Its position 
is a commanding one and the beautiful shaft can be seen from any part of the 
cemetery. The dedication took place on Decoration day, May 30, 1870, and 
the principal address was delivered by Rev. S. A. Kingsbury. That same day 
was the occasion for another outpouring of the people, who were edified and taken 
to the heights of enthusiasm, by the eloquence of Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll, 
who delivered an address at the Soldiers' Monument in court house square. 

The women of the Monument Association conceived the idea and were 
instrumental in having it take concrete form, of erecting a monument commemora- 
tive of both the army and navy and the brave men of the county who served 
therein. . 

As a result of this movement the chaste and beautiful monument with its 
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symbolic figures of bronze, which now stands on the southeast corner of the 
square, was chosen. The sculptor was Fritz Triebel, a Peorian, who had gained 
fame not only a t  home, but in Europe. Toward the cost of this work of art the 
county and city of Peoria had each pledged $10,000. The dedication took place 
October 6, 1899, and stands out all the more prominently by reason of the fact 
that the President of the United States, William McKinley, was present, and 
was, as a matter of course, the most prominent object of interest to the thousands 
of people then gathered in the city. His arrival in Peoria is described here 
through the medium of excerpts from the Herald-Transcript's issue of the fol- 
lowing morning : 

"The president of the United States was given a welcome such as no other 
city but loyal old Peoria could give. I t  was a display of pure, patriotic interest 
and an anxiety to do honor to the nation's chief executive. For many weeks 
Peorians and the people in surrounding cities and towns have been on the anxious 
seat over the coming of Mr. and Mrs. McKinley and their guests, and for two 
hours prior to the arrival of the train yesterday, Adams and Chestnut streets 
from the court house to the union station were thronged with humanity. Every 
upstairs window contained as many faces as could be crowded into it, while 
many sought the roofs of buildings and other vantage points. 

"The presidential train was the finest and the most sumptuously equipped 
that ever came into Peoria. I t  consisted of the private car Campania, occupied 
by the president and his wife; the combination car Atlantic; the sleeper Ixion; 
compartment cars Chili and Omenia, the last two being for the use of the cabinet. 
In  addition to the regular train was the Hawkeye, the Iowa Central's private 
car, in which the Peoria delegation went to Bushnell to meet the presidential party. 

"The procession started from Chestnut street, proceeded up Adams to Main, 
up Main, passing in review before President McKinley, to Jefferson, thence to 
Hamilton; up Hamilton to Madison; down 'Madison to Fulton; on Fulton to 
Jefferson, then to  Franklin, where the procession disbanded. 

"The children's parade proved a most interesting feature of the display. 
I t  is estimated there were from 5,000 to 6,000 school children in line. The girls 
wore white dresses and the boys blue caps. The girls carried arches of flowers 
and bouquets, and the boys flags. They rallied at the top of Hamilton street hill 
and marched down Hamilton street to the court house, going around the square 
and past the reviewing stand.'' 

The president and other distinguished guests, ladies of the association, conl- 
mittees, the mayor of Peoria, the chairman of the board of supervisors and 
others, were seated on a stand erected on the southwest side of the square, facing 
the monument. 

The exercises opened with prayer, by Rev. John Weston, D. D., pastor of 
Calvary Presbyterian church, a veteran of the Civil war, and the monument was 
unveiled by Mrs. Samuel A. Kinsey, chairman of the committee in charge of ..its 
erection. I t  is said that as the canvas dropped from the beautiful pieces of 
sculpture, the man who executed the work, Fritz Triebel, was unable to overcome 
his emotions and burst into tears. Thereupon, in thorough sympathy and 
admiration, the President grasped him by the hand and congratulated him most 
heartily. 

An address was delivered by Mrs. Lucie B. Tyng, president of the Memorial 
Day Association, in which she related in detail the work of the various persons 
who had been instrumental in contributing this testimonial to the heroes of the 
Civil war. Colonel Martin Kingman, president of the day, delivered an address 
to the women of Memorial Day Association, to his comrades of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and to the people of the county. The monument was formally 
accepted by John C. Kingsbury, chairman of the board of supervisors and by 
Henry W. Lynch, mayor of the city of Peoria. 

William hfcKinley, president of the United States, who but two years there- 
after died at the hands of an assassin, after being introduced by Mayor Lynch, 
addressed the vast assemblage in the following words: 
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I "Fellow Citizens: I am glad with my fellow citizens of Peoria county and 
*nernbers of the Grand Army of the Republic, and Ladies' Memorial Day Asso- 
ciation, to stand about the monument dedicated to patriotic service and heroic 
devotion in the holiest cause for which mankind ever engaged. 

"This monument awakens sacred memories, fellow citizens, and that is its 
purpose. I t  was erected by these patriotic women that it might for all time 
'perpetuate a glorious page of .American history. It  tells the whole story of 
war, the siege, the march, bivouac, battle line, the suffering, sacrifice of the 
brave men who, from 1861 to 1865, upheld the flag. It  tells of every page of 
llistory of that civil struggle, and tells of its triumphant consummation at Appo- 
mattox court house, when Grant accepted the surrender of Lee, and we were kept 
a nation. 

"I like this monument. I like this symbol I face today, 'the defense of the 
flag.' That is what we do wherever and whenever that flag is assailed, and with 
us war always stops when the assailants of our flag face Grant's term, 'uncondi- 
tional surrender.' I do not intend to make a speech here today, I could add 
nothing of patriotic sentiment to that already uttered. I desire to express in 
this presence my appreciation, not of the tribute paid to the president of the 
United States, but the tribute the people of Peoria county have paid to the 

! great defenders of the American flag in time of our great peril. 
"You are proud of the monument. You should be proud of the demonstration 

which led to its unveiling. Six thousand school children of the city with flags in 
their hands and love of country in their hearts, and I could not but think, as I 
loolted at the glorious procession, that my country is safe. 

"God bless the school children of America. God bless the patriotic women 
of the United States and the patriotic band that carried this monument to a suc- 
cess ful consummation. 

"I congratulate you; you have everything in Peoria. I congratulate you that 
you found an artist of so high skill, born in Peoria, to execute this work. I I thank y m  over and over again for this splendid demonstration of patriotism and 
devotion." 

- 

-At the conclusion of the president's address, the audience joined in singing 
"America," "taps" were sounded by Lem H. Wiley, cornet soloist of the Seventh 
Re~iment band, and the ceremonies, in which one of the most beautiful soldiers' 

I 
- 

monuments was dedicated, came to a close, having marked an epoch in the history 
of the community. 

1 I3RYNER POST, NO. 67, G. -4. R. 

Bryner Post, No. 67, G. A. R., was organized in October, 1879, with seventy- 
four charter members. Their first meeting place was in the third story of a 
business block at 105 and 107 South Adams street. The post remained here until 
February. 1908, when it removed its quarters to the Observatory building, 206 
South Adams street. No other removal took place until the final one. which 
was to the magnificent new home on Hamilton boulevard, which occurred January 
I ,  1910. The first commander was George Puterbaugh, who was succeeded in 
1880 by Robert M. Campbell. His successors are the following named: 1881, 
Robert .M. Campbell ; 1882, George A. Wilson ; 1883, Henry P. Ayres ; 1884, A. 
H. Rugg; 1885, Robert M. Campbell; 1886, John D. McClure; 1887, Charles 
Qualman; 1888, Isaac Taylor; 1889, David S. Brown; 1890, N. S. Haynes; 1891, 
A. L.  Schimpff ; 1892, E. H. Dibble; 1893, R. W. Burt;  1894, IV. T. Boyd; 1895, 
0. B. Champney ; 1596, Philip Smith; 1897, Eliot Callender; 1898, Frank Mc- 
Alpine ; 1899, William P. Gauss ; 1900, Henry L. Arends ; 1901, J.' W. Ryan ; 
1902, Charles P. Sloan; 1903, Haller E. Charles; 1904, John Weston; IPS, John 
M. Simpson ; 1906, T. S. Simpson ; 1907, George W. Zinser ; 1908, Byron C. Bry- 
ner; 1909, F. W. Ash;  1910, Eliot Callender; 1911, Samuel L. Patterson; 1912, 
G. W. Seibert. The present membership is 265. 

Vol. 1-1 7 
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Not only the veterans themselves, but the citizens of Peoria generally rejoiced 

in the erection of a permanent home for the post, which was made possible by 
the generosity of one of Peoria's former citizens, a comrade of the post, Joseph 
E. Greenhut, a principal factor of the great Seigel-Cooper department stores, 
with headquarters in New York city. 

The origin of the idea leading toward the building of a home for the veterans 
of the G. A. R. belongs to Byron C. Bryner and Philip Smith, many years past' 
quartermaster. Their views were presented to a meeting of the post in January, , 
1909, which were received with the utmost favor. Steps were at once taken to 
collect a sufficient amount of money from the old soldiers to build a modest 
home that would cost not more than $4,000. As soon as the project became known 
the auxiliary societies of the Grand Army, churches and newspapers desired to 
take a hand in raising the required amount of money, and finally it came to the 
ears of Mr. Greenhut, whereupon he requested members of the post to call 
upon him at his office, then in the Woolner building, and there their old comrade 
generously subscribed $5,000 toward the building fund, in consideration that 
the plans be enlarged upon and a structure put up that would not only do honor 
to the memory of the war veterans, but be a credit to the city. Bids were then 
aslied for and plans were recluested to be submitted, to those appointed for the 
purpose, by the post and the plant adopted was for a building to cost something 
over $15,ooo. A lot had previously been purchased of the Swedenborgian church 
society on Hamilton avenue, between Jefferson and Madison streets, costing 
$4,000. As the building progressed a deficit was experienced in the collection 
of the money promised by subscription, and learning of the difficulty Comrade 

I 
Greenhut raised his subscription to $~o,ooo. This gave the post courage to go on 
with the work and on December 30, 1909, the beautiful Greenhut Rlemorial 
G. A. K. hall was dedicated free of debt, bIr. Greenhut havillg subscribed an addi- 
tioilal $4,000, malting $rq,ooo in all. The building, with the grounds, cost $22,800, 
and is a magnificent contribution to the many beautiful places of Peoria, made 
possible by the large-heartedness of Captain Greenhut, the generosity of many 
private citizens and the determined efforts of the Woman's Relief Corps and 
similar societies associated with the Grand Army. 

The Eryner Woman's Relief Corps was organized August 12, 1884, within a 
year after the order had been created at the National Encampment of the Grand 
Army in 1883. There were nineteen charter members of the local corps and 
today it is strong in numbers and persistent in the work for which it was founded. 
Many have been the gracious deeds of helpfulness by this noble body of women, 
the beneficiaries coming within its scope having been the Grand Army of the 
Republic, Sons of Veterans and similar societies. Much credit is due tl16 Rryner 
corps for its efforts toward raising money to build the Greenhut Memorial hall 
and a commelnorative stone stands in the soldiers' plot in Springdale cemetery, 
which was erected by the members and dedicated to the "Unknown Dead." 

LADIES O F  THE GRAND ARMY O F  THE REPUBLIC 

George A. Wilson Circle, No. 49, Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
is made up of the wives, mothers, daughters and sisters of veterans of the Civil 
war of all arms of the service. The circle was organized October 13, 1900, with 
thirty-six charter members and the first official list was as follows: Mrs. Helen 
M. Wilson,. president ; Mrs. Virginia C. McClure, senior vice president ; 'h4rs. 
Lena Wasson, junior vice-president; Mrs. Emma B. Bryner, secretary ; Mrs. 
Sadie A. Boyd, treasurer; Mrs. Helen h4. Schofield, chaplain; Mrs. #Mary C. 
Orr, conductress ; Mrs. Jennie Dibble, guard ; Mrs. Sue C. Rogers, assistant con- 
ductress; Mrs. Alary C. Orr,  Mrs. Sue C. Rogers, Mrs. Maggie A. Reed, color 
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This organization has a large membership and has accomplisl~ed 
good during its short existence. 

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR 

About one hundred and fifty men from this county enlisted in the United 
States service for the Spanish-American and Philippine wars. Some of them 
served in Cuba, some in Porto Rico and others in the Philippines, but Company 
L of the Fifth Infantry, which was mustered into the service on .>lay 26, 1898, 
for the Spanish-American war, was disappointed in its desire to be sent to the 
scenes of activities either in Cuba or Yorto Rico, and only got as far  as Chicka- 
mauga, where it remained in camp until recalled home. 

'l'he Fifth Infantry was organized July 2,  1889. S. 0. Tripp was elected 
captain and held his office until January 7, 1891, when he stepped aside for E. 
H. D. Couch, who commanded the company during the Spanish-American war. 
At this period James S. Culver, of Springfield, was colonel of the regiment; 
Frank P. Wills, of Decatur, lieutenant-colonel; John C. Cabanis, Kinmundy, 
Fred I:. Kichols, of Quincy, and Walter F. Colloday, Decatur, were majors; 
and Stuart Brown, Springfield, regimental adjutant. In addition to Captain 
Couch, Franli K. Pacey, first lieutenant, and Robert L. Mitchell, second lieutenant, 
ivere the coillnlissioned officers of Company L. 

ELXCK HAWK WAR AND PEORIANS 

At the outbreak of the Elaclc Hawlc war a company was organized in the 
county of Peoria for a battalion that was placed in command of Major Isaiah 
Stillman, a Peorian. The company was officered by Abner Eads, captain ; iVillian1 
A. Stewart, first lieutenant; John W. Cald\vell, second lieutenant. The non- 
commissioned officers and privates were : 

Sergeants 

First, Acluilla Wren;  second, Hiram XI. Curry; third, Edwin S. Jones; fourth, 
John Hinlile. 

C o ~ p o r a l s  

First, William Wright ; second, John Stringer ; third, John Hawkins ; fourth, 
Thomas Webb. 

Privates 

John E.  Bristol, Harrison Crown, Jeremiah Cooper, John Clifton, Stephen 
Carle, Joseph H. Conner, Jefferson Cox, John Cox, Ebenezer Clark, Hiram 
Cleveland, Alexander Caldwell, James Doty, John E. Dodge, William Egman, 
William Eads, Elias Love, Alvah Moffatt, Jacob hloats, Sylvanus ,Moore, Harris 
Miner, John C. Owen, Joseph Phillis, George Redick, David Ridgeway, Lucas 
:Root, David Roos, John Ross, Thomas E. Reed, Simon Reed, Francis Sharp, 
Rice Smith, Jefferson Taliafero, Thomas Tamplin, William D. Trial, Johnson 
T. Thurman, Henry Thomas, William L. Wood. 

,4 complete history of this company will not be attempted in these pages. 
The story of the Black Hawk war and "Stillman's defeat" has been oft-told 
and can be found in many histories especially written. The simple fact that 
Peorians took part in that last stand of the Sacs and Foxes is here noted, so 
that their names may be perpetuated in the local history of the county. No doubt 
some future local historian will do justice to the heroism of those pioneer Indian 
fighters, but it is impossible to go into any of the many interesting details at 
this time. 





CHAPTER XXII 

T H E  TOWNSHIPS OF PEORIA COUNTY-WHEN SETTLED AND ORGANIZED---PIONEER 
FARMERS AND INTERESTING STORIES TOLD O F  THEM-FIRST SCHOOLS AND 
('HURCHES-BUILDING O F  TOWNS AND VILLAGES-ALL PROSPEROUS COMMUNI- 
TIES 

RICHMIOODS TOWNSHIP 

BY MARGARETTA KELLAR 

The tract of land designated Richwoods township was known as Richwoods 
long before any township organization was effected. Its exceeding fertility of 
soil and abundant wealth of verdure, its gigantic forests of valuable woods- 
oak, walnut, elm, maple, hickory, birch, cottonwood and all the native fruits- 
and grass so tall that a man riding on horseback could not see over it, all con- 
spired to win for it the appellation. 

Beautiful for situation, rich in varied picturesque scenery, it is one of the 
most beautiful townships in the county. Its primeval forests in most localities 
have been compelled to disappear before the woodman's a x ;  yet in others, they 
have been permitted to remain in all their pristine glory. Stately forest moni- 
tors! What tales could they tell, what mysteries reveal! 

Richwoods is bounded on the south by Peoria township. On the east its 
sides are laved by the waters of the Illinois, which renders its acreage incomplete. 
On the north Medina is its boundary, and on the west, Millbrook. 

Richwoods certainly possesses more attractive features than any other town- 
ship in the county. There are few such parks as Glen Oak, with its beautiful 
sunken gardens, rustic bridges, lake, natural springs, palm house, abounding in 
beautiful exotics, fountains, beautiful circuitous drives over hill and dale, and 
most beautiful infloresence everywhere. Springdale cemetery, conceded to be 
one of the most beautiful in existence, also lies within its boundaries, and pos- 
sesses the greatest variety of localities adapted to the taste of those compelled 
to lay away their loved ones. 

ROADS A N D  DRIVES I N  THE TOWNSHIP 

Some of the roads here it would seem have been in existence since time im- 
memorial. The old Galena, which follows the river, and has its terminal at Galena, 
and over which the oldest inhabitants transported lead ore (Galena) from the 
Galena mines to shipping points along the river, is one of the oldest. The 
Knoxville, leading out through Knoxville and Galesburg to Burlington on the 
Mississippi, is another highway, for whose construction no one now living is 
accountable. The old .Mt. Hawley must have been designed by Mr. Hawley, 
who lived about nine miles out from Peoria and kept a country inn and post- 
office many years ago. The new Mt. Hawley, which intersects the old a short 
distance from Kellar station, originated in the brain of Rev. Isaac Kellar, who 
thought it too far to go around by the edge of the bluff to Peoria, when he 
could just as well cut off a mile or more. Mr. Kellar accordingly called a meet- 
ing and presented his plans before the assemblage, and it seeming feasible to 
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all, it was decided to have the road-a beautiful driveway extending from Avery- 9 
ville, past the country club to Prospect avenue, over hill and dale, disclosing views 
of the most varied and picturesclue scenery. In  driving out Prospect avenue, 
after leaving Peoria Heights, we are again regaled with the most enchanting 
scenery. Some beautiful residences where some of our city friends are wont to 
spend the summer months, with their beautifully improved yards and gardens, 
border the roadway. But as tve are wont to extend our vision, the forests primeval 
again present themselves, and these are interspersed with beautiful gardens, ef- 
fectively tilled, and orchards of luscious fruits. While these husbandmen have 
been providing for the culture of their gardens, they have not neglected the cul- 
ture of their children's minds. A neat structure revealing itself among the trees, 
fronting on the Galena road and known as the Gardeners schoolhouse, provides 
for that. An extended vision gives us the river and the beautiful farms on its 
east, with their fields of waving grain and restful meadows, mirrored in the 
sunlight. Originally, the land in the northern part of the township, as it ap- 
proached the Medina line, assumed a prairie-like contour-miniature prairies 
interspersed with thickets of wild plum, dogwood, crabapple, hazelnut, etc. On 
the west it is more undulating. The Rig Hollo\v and the terraced hills of the 
Kickapoo are along its western boundary. 

There are many of the early settlers whose living has made history for the 
township, and of whom we cannot forbear to speali, but it is impossible to 
mention all; space forbids. 

The first settler of whom we have any record was William German on section 
39, in 1832. H e  must have had a short sitting. \..lie have no recollectio~l of 
ever hearing anything of him or his descendants. 

Thomas Essex came later in the same year and also settled on section 39. 
He cleared his farm, reared a family and was a unique figure in the early 
history of the township. Possessed of a true pioneer spirit, fearless, alert, always 
carrying his gun and accompanied by his dogs, he was ready for any emergency. 
We remember to have seen him once a t  a charivari, the most prominent feature 
there, with his gun and dogs, around and around the house they marched. Mr. 
Essex cleared his farm, reared his family, and then laid down his armor and 
quietly sank to rest. H e  was laid away under his own vine and fig tree. 

Josiah Fulton came in 1819, when Peoria was yet Fort Clark. He purchased 
quite a tract of land, in what is now a very prominent part of Peoria, which 
he disposed of for a mere song. H e  was never ambitious to amass wealth, and 
the country was more after his heart than the city. Accordingly he purchased 
one hundred and sixty acres in the township and moved his family to it, living 
there the remainder of his days. Some of his family still reside on the place. 
Mr. Fulton was a prominent feature in the early history of the township. Noted 
for his inherent good nature and ready wit, he was always an attraction wherever 
he went. He was seven years old when the first steamboat navigated the Hudson 
river and in his time the first railroad was built and the first steam engine run. 

We feel constrained to speak of one who must have settled here in the early 
'30s and whose pioneer habits always impressed us-John Clifton-a perfect 
nimrod of the forest, before whose gun the animals would quail. W e  remember 
to have seen him clad in a whole suit for which he had killed the deer, tanned 
the hide and fashioned it into a perfect fitting suit. At the close of the day 
he would sit out before his cabin door and the country round would be made 
to resound with the strains from his violin, and many of the young men and 
maidens were wont to "trip the light fantastic toe" to the melodies of John 
Clifton's music. 

Another historical figure was Thomas Giles, and although he passed from 
earth before the writer came upon the stage of existence, the little green mound 
with its paling fence, on one of the little hillocks near the Bourland house, where 
reposed all of him that was of the "earth, earthy" has never been forgotten. 
Mr. Giles was a British soldier, was sent to the Isle of St. Helena to guard 
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Napoleon Eonaparte, and while there his son Thomas was born. In  memory of 
this isle he afterwards named his only daughter Helena. In 1827 Mr. Giles, / with his wife, came to America, stopping for a time in Utica and afterwards 

i in Richland, Oswego county, New York. In 1836 he came to Illinois. Mr. Giles 
was a member of the Baptist church, and although not an ordained minister, he 
often exhorted. His sons were all men of sterling qualities and all more or less 
important factors in establishing a reputation for the township, nearly all, or 
most of them at least, having held important township offices. 

Another early settler was Mr. Slough, who came with his wife. Mrs. Slough 
drove out in her carriage from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in 1834. Coming by 
way of St. Louis, she left her horse and carriage there, and being much pleased 
with the lay of the land, returned, and in the year following she and her husband 
moved to Peoria, where they kept hotel on Washington street and afterwards 
removed to a tract of land which they purchased on the Knoxville road. 

The first ordained minister who held service in the township was Rev. Isaac 
Kellar, who came from Washington county, .Maryland, in 1835, overland, his 
family traveling in a carriage, while his household goods were transported by 
wagon. A log schoolhouse had been built on section 27, in which Alr. Kellar 
held the first service in the township. On the east side of the river Mr. KelIar 
had been greeted by a deputation from the First Presbyterian church in Peoria 
"Why my dear sir we have been loolting for you for the last four weeks." Mr. 
Kellar's first sermon in Peoria was preached in Garrett's ball room in the Garrett 
hotel. He preached for some time in a church built by Samuel Towsey, which 
building still stands on Jackson street below Jefferson, but is not used as a 
church. After some time the congregation made arrangements to hold services 
in the court house, which was used until they made arrangements to build a 
church. Mr. Kellar had purchased a farm on section 16 and moved his family 
to it, but when they conceived the idea of building a church, he moved his family 
to Peoria and went east to collect funds toward the building, the congregation 
not being able to defray all expenses. Mr. Kellar lived in Peoria and super- 
intended the construction of the building, but after two years moved his family 
back to the farm. H e  was pastor of the First Presbyterian church for  twelve 
years and then, in consecluence of failing health, resigned. Some time afterwards 
he organized a church on Orange Prairie, preaching in schoolhouses and private 
homes. 1Vhe1-1 he moved to the township there was no school. There had bSen 
a log schoolhouse erected on section 27 in 1834, but there was no school in it. 
RIr. Kellar opened a school there, with his daughter Katherine as assistant, and 
taught until J. G. Bryson, a young man from Pennsylvania, came to Peoria, 
when they got him to take it off their hands. Mr. Kellar performed the first 
wedding ceremony in the township, the contracting parties being Charles Bal- 
lance, one of three prominent young lawyers in Peoria at that time, and Niss 
Julia Schnebley. Her father, Henry Schnebley, had come to Illinois in the fall 
of the year in which Mr. Kellar appeared and being unable to procure a house 
and, being a brother-in-law of Mr. Kellar, he offered .Mr. Schnebley and his 
family a home until they could build, and it was when making a call at Mr. 
Iiellar's that Mr. Eallance first met Miss Schnebley and lost his heart. 

The tolvnship was not organized until 1848. Mr. Kellar had built a new 
house on the Aft, Hawley road, just at the junction of the old and new Aft. 
Hawley roads, but it was not ready for occupancy, and as it was a central loca- 
tion, it was -decided to hold the election there and the name of Richwoods town- 
ship was established. The election was held there the succeeding year and after- 
wards in the schoolhouse or wherever most acessible until after a town house 
was built on section 16 for the purpose. The building was, unfortunately, de- 
stroyed by a storm. some years later. I t  had been found a very convenient build- 
ing for cl~urch service and Sabbath school. The house has never been rebuilt 
but the township still owns the ground. The manufacturing villages of "Peoria 
Heights" and Averyville are both included within the limits of Richwoods. 
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ELNIWOOD TOWNSHIP 

In relation to the other townships of the county, Elmwood is situated in the 
western tier of townships, being bounded on the north by Brimfield, on the 
east by Rosefield, south by Trivoli, and west by Fulton county. The locality is 
well watered by numerous streams and the soil is rich and well adapted to 
agriculture, while an abundance of coal is found in the bluffs along the creek. 
Originally the township was about half covered with timber. The rest was 
pralrie. 

John E. Ewalt, a Pennsylvanian, who had lived for some time in Ohio and 
Indiana, came to Illinois and resided two years in Edgar county. H e  arrived 
in Elmwood, May I, 1831, and settled on the edge of the grove in the south- 
east quarter of section 29. Near him in Trivoli township Isaac Harkness had 
settled in 1830. Mr. Ewalt, with his four sons, spent his time the first summer 
breaking prairie, buildirig a log hotlse and fencing the land. I n  the meantime 
he and the boys made their habitation in a wagon and tent. 

In 1832 Isaac Doyle located in the southwest quarter of section 20, and in 
1834 Henry Cone located on section 18. W. J. Phelps, a native of Connecticut, 
who had arrived in Peoria in the fall of 1834 with his wife, located on the 
southeast quarter of section 18, which for many years continued to be his home. 
Fountain Watkins came from Fulton county and settled on section 29 in the 
winter of 1835, and that same year Joseph Cone, Jr., located on section 7 and 
Andrew .&I. Wiley near by. The arrivals of 1836 were Roldon Pierce and 
Justus Gibbs; those of 1837 were Ichabod Smith, Avery Dalton, George and 
Thomas Huff, Mr. Hunlterford, Samuel McCann and Stanley Butler. 

I t  was in 1837 that Joseph Miles built the mill that long bore his name. 
Henry and Joseph Cone put up a sawmill on section 18 in 1843. In 1838, how- 
ever, Joseph Miles was joined by his son, Freeman, and family, and a year later 
by his brother Eli. Among others of the early settlers about this period were 
John Jordan, Janles Jackson, Isaac West and Ichabod Rowley. 

Among the first happenings in the township may be mentioned that the first 
house was built on section 29 by John Ewalt, a pioneer, and there the first white 
child, Harriet Rebecca Ewalt, was born in 1833. The first blacksmith and 
wagon shops were built in 1840 by Jacob Wills and William George, respectively. 
The first marriage in the township was that of Abner H .  Smith and Eliza Ann 
Doyle, James P. Harkness performing the ceremony March 10, 1835. Justus 
Gibbs is credited wit11 having taught the first school in the winter of 1836-7, 
in a log building subsequently used for a wagon shop by Isaac Harkness. The 
first schoolhouse was east of the Henry Harkness residence and was presided 
over by Daniel Faush. It is a tradition that a station on the "underground rail- 
road" was maintained by Fountain Watkins on section 29; that he received his 
passengers from Deacon Eeige and transported them to Rochester. 

Hon. W. E. Phelps has furnished the following article containing data per- 
tinent to the history of this township, and which also appeared in a sketch fur- 
nished Judge McCulloch for  his history of Peoria county: "The country about 
here was first known as Harkness Grove, from Isaac Harkness, the first settler, 
and the large body of timber around which the first settlements were made. 
I t  was afterwards called Harkness Precinct. 

"Elmwood was first the name of the home of William J. Phelps, then the 
name of the postoffice. When, in 1850, the county adopted township organization, 
it became the name of the township. Justus Gibbs was the first supervisor, and 
the first meeting of the board was in April, 1850. As a natural consequence the 
railroad station and the village were also called Elmwood. For many years it 
was the only place of the name in the United States, and for that matter, in 
the world. Now, however, there are two or three Elmwoods in other states. 

"Isaac Doyle was elected first justice of the peace in 1833. William J. Phelps 
was elected justice of the peace in 1835, an office which he held for a number 
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of years and which gave him the title of 'Squire' Phelps, by which he was known 
during the remainder of his life. H e  officiated at a large number of weddings. 
He married A. M. Wiley and Miss Mary Ewalt in 1838. 

"The early justice's court was a very unique, and often amusing institution. 
Usually the litigants managed their own cases, often very ably. Judge Wells, 
of Connecticut, the grandfather of our townsman, W. T. Wells, was a guest at 
Mr. Phelps' log cabin during the trial of a cow case. The cabin was crowded 
and a number of witnesses were examined by the plaintiff and defendant, after 
which they argued the case. The Judge said he had been very much interested, 
ant1 was surprised to see how clear an idea each one of them had of what he 
wished to prove, and just what bearing the evidence had on the case. H e  was 
more than ever surprised when ,Mr. Phelps told him that neither man could read 
nor write. H e  could scarcely believe it, and said that frontier life had developed 
and broadened these men to an extent that would have been impossible any- 
where else. 

"In 1836 VCTilliam J. Phelps was elected county commissioner, and in 1840, 
after a hotly contested campaign, he was returned to the legislature over Judge 
Sorman H. Purple by a majority of eight votes, while the Harrison electors 
were defeated by thirty-two votes. Judge Purple contested the election, and 
after a long fight Mr. Phelps was sustained in a democratic legislature. John 
Dougherty, afterwards lieutenant governor, one of the democratic members of 
the election committee, said boldly: 'Politics is one thing, but right is another. 
I believe that Phelps has been elected and I shall support him.' 

"These early settlers were not without their amusements. There was a log- 
rolling now and then, and once or twice a year a general round-up hunt. Then, 
too, there was the neighborhood dance and the spelling school, and, greatest 
of all 'sugaring off' time in the maple woods in the spring. The women did a 
good deal of visiting. They went early, spent the afternoon and stayed to 
supper. 

"Every now and then there was a quilting, on which occasions there was 
the usual amount of gossip. At one of these the ladies present got into a dis- 
cussion of the con~parative merits of their husbands. One was good natured, 
but slaclc and a bad provider; another always kept the house well supplied, but 
was a constant fretter, and so on around until Mrs. was reached. 
She raised her spectacles on her forehead, crossed her hands on the quilt and 
said: '\LTell, women, I'll tell you what it is;  if I never had married, I lcnow I 
never would.' 

"In 1847 Mr. Phelps secured the establishment of the Elmwood postoffice. 
He was postmaster and mail contractor, the mail being brought twice a week 
from Farmington, although, if I remember right, the pay was only for one mail 
each week. At twelve years old I qualified as deputy postmaster and also as 
mail carrier. The office was kept first in the house of William J. Phelps, in a 
cherry desk which was made for the purpose by the neighborhood cabinet maker, 
Isaac West. It  is still preserved in the family as a historic relic. Mr. Phelps 
afterwards built an office twelve or fourteen feet square by the roadside near 
the house. When the postoffice was moved to town, this building was sold to 
Mr. Neagley for a shoe shop." 

Coal was discovered on the land of William J. Phelps near the village of 
Elmwood in 1835. I t  was first obtained in small quantities by stripping off the 
uround and was used principally by the blacks~nitl~s. When coal stoves were 
b 
~ntroduced for heating purposes the mining of coal became an industry but was 
confined to drifting into the hillside. I t  was not until 1866 that coal was mined 
for commercial use. In  that year William E. Phelps formed a partnership with 
James Lee and put down the first shaft in the timber west of William J. Phelps' 
residence on the southeast quarter of section 18. The hoisting was done by 
horse power. About this time kyilliam J. Phelps became a member of the firm 
of Phelps & Lee, and in the fall of 1867 a shaft was sunk on the southwest 
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quarter of section 17 near Elmwood, and a steam hoisting plant installed. A 
couple of years later another shaft was sunk near by, and the two being con- 
nected, the first one was conducted as an escapement shaft, which is supposed 
to have been the first in the state, affording absolute security to the men below. 

The Elmwood Coal Company in 1869 built a narrow gauge railroad to the 
mines and arranged shipping and retail yards in the village. The same company 
sunk another shaft in 1873. At present the niines are running full capacity and 
employing a number of men. 

TI-IE CITY OF ELM'WOOD 

Elmwood was incorporated as a village February 27, 1867, and as a city, 
May 24, 1892. I t  now has a population, according to the census of 1910, of 
1,390, which is a decrease of 170 since the census of 1900. 

To  the building of the Peoria & Oquawka railroad may be ascribed the in- 
centive for  the founding of Elmwood. William J. Phelps, one of the early set- 
tlers of the township, was a director in this road and owned a large tract of 
land in its immediate vicinity, which he readily recognized would be greatly 
enhanced in value by having the railroad contiguous thereto. I t  is presumed 
that it was largely through his influence that the road was swerved from its 
original intent to go by way of Farmington and run through this tract, after 
whtch Mr. Phelps, in 1852, made a plat of the future city and a t  once began to 
sell lots. The first house to be built was by George Rodenbaugh on block V 
in the summer of 1852. About the same time Dr. Swisher built on lot 2 in the 
same block, and Levi Richardson put up a house in bloclt R. In the summer of 
1853 Porteus E. Roberts built a residence on block Q. In the winter of 1852-3 
A. S. Xndrews was induced to move his store building from Newburg to Elm- 
wood, and in the following spring the store commenced business. This was the 
pioneer mercantile establishment of Elmwood. I t  was located on the north- 
east corner of lot I ,  bloclt W. In  the summer of 1853 Walter T. Brewster and 
Addison L. Tracy erected a brick store building on lot I ,  block Q. This building 
a few years ago was remodeled and is now a structure of modern appearance. 

IVilliam J. Phelps established the first bank in El~nwood about the year 1865. 
His cashier was Harlan P. Tracy. The headquarters of the financial institution 
were in the rear room of Tracy's dry-goods store. Soon, however, after the con- 
cern had gotten in good running order, a bank building was erected, which has 
been in use for that purpose to the present time, being now occupied by the 
banking firm of Clinch, Schenck & Lott. The name of this first financial con- 
cern was Pl~elps & Tracy. It  was so known until 1875, when Mr. Phelps retired 
and Fred B. Tracy became cashier and partner with his uncle, the firm name 
being changed to H. P. Tracy & Company. In 1883 the bank failed and the 
Farmers & Merchants Bank was organized by Edwin R. Brown, of Elmwood, 
and Delos S. Brown, of Peoria, brothers, which was sold in 1887 to Thomas 
Clinch and W. H. Lott, who had in the meantime opened a private bank. Henry 
Schenck was talten in as partner and the style name of Clinch, Schenck & Lott 
adopted, under which the bank now maintains a prominent position. 

The Elmwood State Bank was organized in 1891, with a capital of $ag,ooo, 
later increased to $50,000. In 1898 it went into the hands of J. D. Putnam as 
receiver. 

The Congregational church was organized June 5, 1854, with the following 
members: William J. Phelps, Mrs. Olive B. J. Phelps, Walter T. Brewster, 2. 
E. Spring, Mrs. Avella G. Spring, Warren H. Chapman, Mrs. Susan S. Chap- 
man, Mrs. Ann L. Tracy, Rev. F. Auten, then a recent graduate of Union 
Theological Seminary, of New York, became the pastor but died about a year 
thereafter. About 1855 a building for religious services was erected. Previous 
thereto services were held in an unfinished room over the store of A. L. Tracy. 
After the death of Rev. Auten, Rev. R. Rudd supplied the pulpit for a few 
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n~onths. Rev. J .  Steiner became the regular pastor in August, 1856, and re- 
mained until 1858. H e  was followed by Sherlock Bristol, who came in 1858. 
He remained two years and was followed by itT. G. Pierce, who commenced his 
labors April 21, 1861. During the war of the rebellion Rev. Pierce acted as 
chaplain of the Seventy-seventh Regiment of Illinois Volunteers for about one 
year. I-Iis ministry closed with this church in 1871 and for some months there 
was no pastor, the pulpit being supplied by different clergymen. Rev. Albert 
Fitch was a supply. In 1872 Rev. Allen J. Van Wagner, who had just gyaduated 
from the Chicago Theological Seminary, was called and entered upon h ~ s  labors. 
111 the fall of 1872 he was ordained and installed as pastor. His successors 
were Rev. L. R. Royce, II. R. Butcher, W. S. Pressy and Arthur Miles. In 
1893 the church building was remodeled at a cost of $~o,ooo. I t  has a seating 
capacity of about 400 and many of the modern conveniences. 

June 5, 1856, Revs. Daniel F. McFarland, William A. Fleming, John C. Hanna 
and Ruling Elder Andrew Rogers met at the hlethodist Episcopal church for 
the purpose of organizing a Presbyterian church, wliich Lvas accomplished. An- 
drew I>. Rogers was selected as ruling elder and M. Bush, John Bodine, George 
Griggs and Levi Richardson, trustees. Rev. D. F. 1lcFarland was the first pastor. 
Cy reason of Illany renlovals and other causes the church membership had 
dwindled and interest had waned to such an extent that on December 20, 1859, 
an organization was effected with twenty-three members as the First Presbyterian 
church of Elmwood. The elders elected were Iiilliam Simpson, George L. Lucas 
and Joseph IVarne. A house of worship was purchased from the Congregational 
society, which had beell located at Newburg about two miles away and moved 
into the village. I t  first stood on the tract of land now known as West Park 
but in 1877 was moved to 'its present site. Rev. James E. Marquis was the first 
pastor of the reorganized church and remained until his death, which occurred 
February 22, 1863. The pulpit was then supplied by George N. Johnson for 
about one year. In June, 1864, Rev. James H. Smith was called to this charge 
and ministered to the people until 1867. H e  \vas followed by Rev. John R.  
Reason, a supply, whose pastoral relations continued until 1880, after which, 
until 1885, the pulpit was supplied by Revs. A. C. Wilson and C. C. Kerlinger. 
In 188; Rev. C. C. B. Duncan became the pastor and remained until 1890. H e  
mas succeeded by Rev. W.  H. hlason. In June, 1895, Rev. B. Y. George was 
called. The old church \vliich had been removed and remodeled at a cost of about 
$1,200, was discarded in 1891 for a more modern structure, erected at a cost 
of $7,000. The membership now numbers about 160. 

Elmwood has always been forward in its educational institutions. The town- 
ship and village had their private and public schools as soon as enough children 
could be gathered together for the purpose. In  1885 a movement was made in 
Elmwood for means of higher education and to that end the Elmwood Academy 
\vas established. Professor Don Carlos Taft and Miss Anna Somers were the 
pioneer teachers in this institution and the academy gained a wide and most en- 
viable reputation. Classes were held in the Congregational church for ten years, 
when the district and graded schools came into existence and later the high 
school. For the latter a building had been erected which was destroyed by fire. 
It was replaced by the present handsome structure, which is substantially built of 
brick and stone. A board of seven members and a faculty of twelve teachers 
are in charge. 

Elmwood is essentially a residence town, although it has good markets for  
grain and stock and well appointed mercantile establishments. When the town 
was about three or four years old John Regan, of Knoxville, established the 
Elrnwood Observer. The first number appeared January 6, 1858, and continued 
to be issued weekly until May, 1859, when it ceased publication. On .34ay 19, 
1860, the Chronicle was founded by Vlroodcock & Son, of Peoria. I t  only existed 
about two years, owing to the enlistment of 0. F. Woodcock in the Civil war, 
his son having preceded hill1 in that patriotic duty and become a member of the 
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Seventy-seventh Regiment of Illinois Volunteers. In  the interim between June, 
1862, and 1866, Elmwood was without a newspaper. July 19, 1866, John Regan 
resuscitated the Observer and about the same time 0. F. Woodcock brought the 
Chronicle again to life as a republican paper. On the 7th of November, J.  A. 
Son~ersby took charge of the Chronicle and continued its publication until &lay 
9, 1872, when R. P. Childs succeeded him in the editorial chair. On the 4th 
of July, 1872, Joseph P. Barrett, of Peoria, and E. R. Erown, of Elmwood, 
took charge of the paper and on the 15th of August following, sold it to Alpheus 
Davidson & Son, who published the sheet until after the campaign of that year, 
when the plant was removed to Canton. 

John Regan began the publication of the Messenger, March 6, 1874. This 
met with considerable good fortune and was successfully conducted until 

the death of its editor, John Regan, in 1891, when it began to lose control of 
affairs and in 1895 suspended publication by passing into the hands of the Courier. 
J. A. Sonlersby published the Industrial Journal from May 30, 1874, to Jalluary 
6. 1876, and W. P. Gifford and A. hl. Swan published the Central Illinois News 
about s i s  months during the year 1876. John C. Snyder published the Express, 
a semi-weelily paper, devoted to the greenback cause, for  a few months and 
then suspended. 

The Gazette was 11orn in llrimfield, Sovemher 1, 1875, and was published 
there until July 2, 1879, when it was removed to Elmwood. Here it was issued 
as an eight column folio but it was soon thereafter changed to a six colun~n 
folio, semi-weekly. In 1881 the paper passed into the hands of W. E. Phelps, 
who continued its publication until 1883, when M. H. Spence took charge of 
it and it is today the leading paper of the city. 

The Courier was started in December, 1894, by Albert McKeighan and in 
1895 purchased the plant of The Messenger, which was discontinued. From 
1895 to 1905 the Courier had several proprietors. In June of the latter year the 
Reardsle~ Brothers, of Princeville, bought the Courier office and resurrected the 
Messenger, at the same time suspending the publication of the Courier. 

*\I<RON TOWNSHIP 

A \ l i r ~ ~ ~  had settlers \vitliin its borders as early as 1831. It  was organized 
in 1850, and the first election was held a t  the house of Ebenezer Russell, April 
2, 1850, at which time Simon P. Chase was moderator and Richard Kidd clerk. 
There were sixteen votes cast. Eenjamin Slane was elected supervisor and all 
but three of the sixteen electors were selected at this election for some office. 
Akron is in the northern tier of townships and has for its neighbor on the west, 
Princeville, on the south, Radnor, on the east, Hallock, and on the north, Stark 
county. The land is quite fertile. Part of it is rolling and the rest level, flat, 
corii-producing soil, which was originally covered with prairie grass, excepting 
a narrow strip of timber along the western border. There are two small streams 
of water which drain this territory-one in the eastern and one in the western 
part of the township. 

To Hugh Montgonlery is given the credit of being the first permanent settler, 
coming here in 1831 and locating on section 7. That same year James Morrow 
and Daniel Prince settled on section 31, and Thomas Morrow on section 18, 
where he built a log cabin. As is usually the case, settlements were first made 
near the timber, as prairie land in early days was not considered of very much 
value for  cultivation. This took the first settlers to the western part of the 
township but gradually the pioneers ventured on to the prairie and opened up 
farms which vied in fertility with those near the woodland. The growth in 
settlement in this township was not very rapid but by 1860 it had reached its 
ultimate point. 

This township has no town or village that can be called entirely its own. 
On the western border is the village of Princeville, a small portion of which 
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lies within the confines of Akron and within this strip is the Seventh Day Bap- 
tist church and parsonage, a store, cheese factory and a number of residences. 
There is a small station named Akron on the line of the Chicago & Northwestern 
railroad, which was laid out a short time after the completion of the road, but 
has not grown in dimensions worth mentioning. 

At a town meeting held in 1854 it was decided to build a town hall. The 
building, 26x18 and 11 feet high, was erected that same year and served the 
purposes of a schoolhouse and town hall until 1866. In  1865 the voters of the 
town joined with those of district 5 in the erection of a two-story building, the 
lower part of which was used for school purposes and the hall above for public 

and business meetings. In June, 1900, the authorities of Akron town- 
ship bought the interests of school district No. 5 in this building and moved it 
on to another part of the lot. 

One of the most notable instances in the history of this township was the 
contested election case of 1868. In this election $30,000 in bonds were voted, 
for the construction of a railroad. The vote stood 124 for the issuing of the 
bonds and 122 votes against. The matter was taken into court and after four 
years' litigation the supreme court determined that the election was illegal and 
that the supervisors could not be compelled to issue the $30,000 bonds voted 
for the purpose. In this trial much bitterness of spirit was engendered and a 
number of prominent lawyers were engaged. Among them were the late Robert 
E. Ingersoll, of Peoria, Adlai E. Stevenson, of Bloomington, Judge John Burns 
and George C. Barnes, of Lacon, Judge Hezekiah M. Wead and Henry B. Hop- 
kills, also of Peoria. The present officers of the township are: #M. J. McDonna, 
supervisor; E. IV. Heath, township clerk; George Ortley, assessor; George Del- 
heiiner, collector; Charles A. Timmons, justice of the peace. 

Shortly after the settlement of the township a schoolhouse was built on the 
northwest corner of section 19 and became famous in its day. I t  accommodated 
as many as sixty scholars, children coming from all directions as far  as Spoon 
river to the northwest, and the center of Jubilee township on the southwest. 
It was used on Sunday as a place of worship and the remainder of the week 
as a school room. This was also the polling place for quite a while. I t  was 
destroyed by fire about 1849 and the next schoolhouse to be built was near where 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe railroad crosses the public road, one mile east 
of the west line of the township. I t  was not long after this that the township 
was divided into three school districts. The schoolhouse just referred to was 
in district No. I .  In some of these districts school was kept for a few months 
in the year but as soon as the township was fairly settled, it was redistricted into 
nine districts, remaining so to the present time. There are now nine substantial 
frame schoolhouses, each accommodating about thirty pupils. The largest en- 
rollment of pupils was in the period between 1870 and 1880, when there were 
349 pupilsout of 409 persons of school age, and from $10, the first wage paid, 
the stipend for teachers has increased to an average of about $45 per month. 

The church building of the Seventh Day Baptists stands on the east line of 
section 24. This religious society was organized September 3, 1852, through the 
efforts of Anthony Halces and a few others. In 1870 the present church building 
was erected, a t  a cost of about $6,000. 

The Amish church was organized about 1870 and for a number of years 
services were held at the homes of members. In 1880 a church building was 
erected, with modern conveniences, for meetings and also for various socials 
and the like. Christian Straitmatter served as pastor for the organization until 
1895. Since then the pulpit has been filled by Ludwig Herbold and Frank Wortz. 
The fact that there are but two churches in the township is no indication that 
its citizens are not disposed toward religious matters, Within easy driving dis- 
tance are two churches a t  Lawn Ridge, two at Edelstein, three a t  Dunlap, three 
at Princeville and one at Stark, which give the people ample facilities for gratify- 
ing any desire they may have for church going. 
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Up to 1860 the settlers of this township received their mail at Pritlceville and 
Southampton but about the year 1860 a postoffice, named Akron, was estab. 
lished four miles east of Princeville and T. P. Burdick was appointed post- 
master. His successor, William Sanders, was appointed three years later and 
he distributed the mails until 1866, when the office was discontinued, but it was 
reestablished in 1870 near the center of the township, Mrs. Deming serving as 
postmistress. She resigned about a year later and William Houston succeeded 
her and retained the position until the office was discontinued, owing to the es- 
tablishment of a rural delivery route from Princeville, which supplied the needs 
of the people in a much better and more expeditious manner than the stationary 
office, as the mail is brought daily to the door of each house in the township. 

This is essentially an agricultural community and practically all of the inhabi- 
tants are engaged in tilling the soil, which is rich and yields abundant harvests 
to an intelligent and prosperous people. The township has good roads, bridges, 
churches, schools and all that goes to make for a life of happiness and content- 
il~ent. Its railroad facilities are very good. In 1871 the Peoria & Rock Island 
entered the township, and since the Atchison, Topelia & Santa Fe has been built 
across the township from east to west near the center. In 1901 the Chicago & 
Sorthwestern ran a line across the township a half mile west of the eastern 
border. Akron is a station on this road near the southeast corner of the town- 
ship. 

HALLOCK TOWNSHIP 

Halloclc township is bounded on the north by llarshall county, on the east 
by Chillicothe, south by RIedina and west by Akron townships. I t  is quite bluffy 
in places and has considerable timber land, the bulk of which runs through its 
center from north to south, varying in width from nearly four miles on the 
north to a little over one mile on its southern boundary. Nost of the land, how- 
ever, is very fertile and comprises some of the finest farms in Peoria county. 
It  is well watered, the streams being pretty equally scattered over the township. 
The township was organized in 1850 and named after its first settler, Lewis 
Hallock. The first town meeting was held at the house of Reuben Hamlin in 
Northampton on Tuesday, April 2, 1850. William Easton was chairman and 
Charles Barker clerk. The latter was finally elected moderator of the meeting 
and Robert Will, Jr., clerk. At this election the following officers were chosen: 
Walter S. Evans, supervisor ; Erastus C. Root, assessor; Lyman Robinson, clerk; 
Isaiah Nurse, Joel Hicks and Simon Reed, commissioners; Jesse Jenkins, over- 
seer of the poor; RIunson Hinman, town clerk; William Easton and Nathaniel 
Chapin, justices ; Augustus Barton and Eliphalet Russell, constables. 

Hallocli township is one of the first to have been settled, Lewis I-Iallock having 
come here about the year 1820. H e  took up some land in what is now called 
Hallock Hollow, where he built a log cabin. H e  was a single man but in the 
winter of 1829 he married a Mrs. Wright, daughter of Hiram Cleveland, and 
brought her to his cabin. T o  them was born a child, Clarissa, who afterward 
married Henry Robertson. He was a man of upright character and honest in 
all his dealings and lived on his farm in the hollow until his death, which oc- 
curred April I, 1857, at the age of sixty-one years. When a young man he had ' 

immigrated to the great west from Long Island and lived among the Indians in 
IVisconsin and elsewhere, gaining his livelihood by hunting and trapping. 

From all accounts Hallock must have lived in his cabin alone for some time 
I~efore other settlers came into the neighborhood, for it was known that there 
was no person here beside him until 1825. In that year Aaron and Simon Reed 
immigrated from Jackson county, Ohio, also Moses and Samuel Clifton, Joseph 
Meredith, Francis Thomas, Resolved and Hiram Cleveland, Cornelius Doty, 
William Wright and Gershom Silliman and family. In 1830 came Joel Hicks and 
faillily and Jeriel Root and sons, Erastus C. and Lucas. Most of these located 
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I 
\ NORTH AMPTON 

1 near the north end of La Salle prairie. Joseph Meredith settled on section 12 
in 1830 and kept a small tavern for the accommodation of stage drivers and 
travelers. I t  was on the main road between Galena and Springfield. 

Roswell Nurse and son Isaiah, and Ebenezer Stowell arrived in the township 
fro111 Chenango county, New York, walking to Buffalo and thence by water to 
Toledo. From Toledo they walked the entire distance to this township, carrying 
their rifles and other necessaries on their backs. At that time they found no 
settlement north of Northampton. In the fall of the same year, however, Erastus 
Root located on section 3, northwest of Northampton. 

The winter of 1831 will ever be remembered by the pioneers for its deep 
snow and drifts. In many places the snow was three feet deep on the level and 
the drifts were in some places fifteen to twenty feet deep. The cold was steady 
and intense. Game was almost exterminated. "The winter of 1831 was an ex- 
ceptionally severe one all over the west. During the winter two men, strangers 

The village of Northampton was laid off by Reuben Hamlin on section 13 in 
July, 1836, and the first house to be built in the place was used as a tavern. It 
was erected in the winter of 1835-6 by Reuben Hamlin, who presided over the 
welfare of travelers therein for many years. He was a native of Northampton, 
llassachusetts, and being the founder of the village, named it after his native 
place. Aaron Reed, one of the pioneers of the township, located near this 
village and Nathaniel Chapin, a native of Massacl~usetts, was early a prominent 
resident of Northampton. H e  held the office of justice of the peace for  some 
time. The village now has a population of 58, just two less than it had in 1 9 .  

i 

1 L..\WN RIDGE 

to the settlers, named Dr. Franklin and McMillan, with six yoke of oxen and 
two sleds, loaded with goods and bound for Prairie du Chien, stopped at Simon 
Reed's and after a stay of about a week, they built another sled and hired a man by 
the name of Cooper, who with them started sometime in the month of January 
and were soon caught in a terrible northeastern snowstorm which filled up their 
tracli and caused them to lose their way. Night overtook them when out on the 
prairie near Coyd's Grove and they turned the oxen loose and tried to reach 
Eoyd's on foot. Two of them perished and the third-McMillan-got there 
the next morning, badly frozen. Eleven of the oxen were frozen to death. The 
other came to R4eredith's." 

A number of the settlers of this township took up arms against the Indians 
in the Elack Hawk war, enlisting in Abner Reed's company. Among them 
were Thomas Reed, Lucas Root, Edwin S. Jones, Elias Love, James Doty and 
Simon Reed. The latter was commissioned as teamster and served until the 
close of the war. Doty was killed in the battle of Sycamore Creek, May 14, 
1832. The Potta\vottomies had towns in this vicinity, one on the land of Emery 
Stillman in Medina township, one at Smith's Springs, between Rome and Chilli- 
cothe, and the other on Senachewine creek, not far  from its banks. 

The first available mill for the settlers of this township was built on Sena- 
chewine creek by William Rloffatt, in Chillicothe township, in 1834. The first 
and only mill of any consequence built in the township was put up by Thomas 
Ford in 1836 on the northeast quarter of sectioil 13. 

Lawn Ridge is upon the land dividing Peoria and (Marshall counties, and 
one of its first settlers was Nathaniel Smith. I t  is a flourishing little village and 
trading point and has a population of 320-an increase of 120 since the census 
of 1900. There are two churches, those of the Methodist and Congregational 
faith. On the Peoria side of the dividing line is an agricultural implement con- 
cern, a meat market, blacksmith and repair shop and hotel. Here was also estab- 
lished a postoffice. 
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EDELSTEIN 1 

Edelstein owes its birth to the building of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
railroad through the township. I t  is a flourishing village located on section 18 
and was founded in 1887 on land owned by Samuel Burns. A. J. Ramsey built 
the first store building south of the railroad but afterward removed it to the 
north side in 1887. That same year Robert A. Green erected a grain elevator 
and not only handled grain but coal, tile, seeds and live stock. Since then the 
elevator has changed hands several times. In  1894 the firm of Kendall & Cline 
built an elevator northwest of the depot near the site of the old one, which had 
been destroyed by fire. The structure was later removed to Akron, a station 
on the Chicago & Northwestern railroad. In 1889 J. A. Potter erected a store 
building, which was managed by his son Anthony Potter about one year, after 
which it passed through the hands of several owners. In  the fall of 1888 C. Y. 
Erayton erected a building and opened a general store, which he continued to 
operate until his death. H e  was succeeded in business by his wife. That same 
year F. W. Rotterman established a hardware business and M. J. McDonna a 
blacksmith, wagon and general repair shop. A drug store was established id 
1891 by W. R. Peck, who was appointed postmaster in 1893. Edelstein has 
other industries, and a very well kept hotel. 

WEST HALLOCK 1 
West Hallock is but a hamlet, half of which is in Akron township. It  con- 

tains a cheese factory, which has been in operation for some years. There is 
also a general store, feed mill, blacksmith and machine shop and general wagon 
and repair shop. 

SCHOOLS 

The first school taught in Hallock township was erected on Lewis Hallock's 
farm and taught by Lucia Root during the winter of 1829 and 1830. The first 
schoolhouse in the district was erected near Joel Hicks' place on section 32. 
I t  was built in the fall of 1836 and afterwards removed to the Hallock farm. 
A school was taught during the summers of 1839 and 1840 in a log cabin where 
the residence of Isaiah Nurse was afterwards located, in the northern part of 
the township. Fiducia Bliss was the first teacher. In 1841 a building for school 
purposes was built in district No. I. I t  was built of brick and was 18 feet 
square. Sarah Fosdick was one of the earlier teachers. An old log cabin in 
district No. 5 first answered the purposes of a schoolhouse. I t  stood near 0. N. 
Miller's dwelling and continued to be used for school purposes until 1851. Joseph 
Gallup was its first teacher. In both the districts just mentioned more modern 
buildings were erected in 1856. School district No. 6 was originally composed 
of parts of Peoria, Stark and Marshall counties but was set off into its present 
limits in 1860. The present schoolhouse was erected a t  a cost of about $1,400. 

The structure now occupied in West Hallock district as a public school was 
first intended as an academy. I t  was erected in the fall of 1856 and after being 
used about five years for academical purposes, was turned over to the school 
trustees and has since been conducted as a public school. The schoolhouse in 
district No. 4 stands on section 32 and was erected in 1870. In  1894 the village 
of Edelstein was made an independent school district and that same year a 
building was erected at a cost of $1,000. At this time there were only twenty- 
three school children of school age. There are now about one hundred. 

CHURCHES 

The Seventh Day Baptist church is located in the village of West Hallock. 
It  was organized in 1852 by Elder Anthony Hakes, of Berlin, New York, who 
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1 came to the township in 1845 and was followed about three years later by his 
I brother Daniel Hakes, and John Simpson. They with others held meetings 

from house to house but when the academy building was erected it was offered 
and accepted by the Baptists, wherein to hold their meetings, On the 3d day 

1 of September, 1852, at the home of Elder Anthony Hakes, the Seventh Day 
Baptist cl~urch was organized by Elder Stillman Coon, with fourteen charter ' members. Elder Coon served as the first pastor. The growth of the member- 
ship made it necessary to erect a house of worship and that year the present 
church building was built at a cost of $5,500. I t  comfortably seats 250 people. 
Elder Halies was ordained to the ministry in 1856, and had charge of this con- 
gregation for a number of years. 

The Union Baptist church, located a t  Union, on section 26, was at one time 
connected with the Chillicothe Baptist Society. I t  was organized June 19, 1858, 
with twelve members as folloivs: Thomas l3. Reed, Sanford Reed, Amy Sullivan, 
Simon Reed, Walter S. Evans, Sarah Kirkpatrick, Mary Baggs, Francis Reed, 
Nancy Sprague, Levi Sprague, C. Reed, Amy Reed. In July, 1858, Anthony 
Hakes was chosen pastor and preached once in two weeks. Soon after the or- 
ganization the Methodists and Baptists of the neighborhood joined and erected 
what is Itnourn as the Union church. I t  was occupied by these societies in com- 
moll until 1873, when the Baptists bought the interests of the other society. 
In 1894 the Congregational church of Edelstein was organized with twenty- 
seven members, who came from several denominations. Soon thereafter, or on 
the 4th of August, 1894, the corner stone of the church Iluilding was laid and 
the church was dedicated December 30th following, by Rev. James Tornpliins, 
of Chicago, Rev. Stephen Eurdick, of West Hallocli, and Rev. Charles Marsh, 
of Lawn Ridge. The building cost $2,800, which was practically all paid before 
the dedication. Rev. Charles Marsh was the first pastor and filled the position 
until July, 1900, when he resigned, since which time several ministers have sup- 
plied the pulpit. For the Methodist and Catholic churches, see articles under 
those titles. 

The above named township is situated in the extreme southeast part of the 
county. I t  has for its eastern and southern boundaries the Illinois river, oil the 
west is Timber township, and on the north Limestone township. Hollis is much 
I~rolien by the river I~luffs, La 1;larsh creek and its tributaries. The land, which 
was fornlerly lllostly covered with timber, has been cleared and converted into 
fine farms. The lower bottom land, however, is interspersed with small lakes. 
Part of this low land is protected from the river by artificial means. The river 
l~luffs are filled ~vith coal and at several points mining operations are carried 
on. The township was fornlerly known as Lafayette Precinct and was named 
for Denzil Hollis, an early settler, who came from England. His grave, by a 
vote of the township in 1897, was enclosed by an iron fence. The township 
was organized April 2, 1850, and on that day the first election was held at the 
house of William Martin. John 14cGee was moderator and John F. Buck, 
clerk. At this election the following were chosen: Supervisor, Stephen C. 
Wheeler ; town clerk, George Jenkins ; assessor, Albert G. Powell ; collector, 
David Gooclwin ; overseer of the poor, Denzil Hollis ; con~missioners of highways, 
John Houghtaling, James Clark, John Duffield; justices of the peace, William 
hlartin, Sr., Rfiles M. Crandall; constables, S. D, Buck and David Goodwin. 

The first white person to settle in this township was Andrew Tharp, who 
came in 1826 and died in the winter of 1844-5 of "black tongue," a contagious 
disease which it is said liilled nine persons in the neighborhood in that year. 
William Scott, with his family, arrived in this community in 1827, coming from 
Terre Haute in a one-horse wagon. H e  located a quarter of a mile east of the 
present site of Mapleton. Aholiab Buck, with his wife Annie, natives of New 

Ylll. 1-1 8 
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York, settled on section 6 in 1831, and soon thereafter their neighbors were 
Peter Muchler, Captain Francis Johnson and Moses Perdue. They were joined 
a little later by William Tapping, James Clark, William and Abraham .Maple, 
William and John Martin, Robert Buchanan and wife, Moses Dusenbury, a Mr. 
Franks, Hugo Jones and Sidney Ann his wife, John Jenkins, John Rahn, Jesse 
Jones, John Hornbaker, William S. Powell, Ansel Haines, Samuel Watrous, 
William Johnston, Thomas J .  h/lcGrew, Samuel Hootman and Isaac 34aple. 

The first steam grist and sawmill erected in the township was by Captain 
Francis Johnson in 1834. The building was put up on La Marsh creek and was 
a two-story frame, the first of its kind in the community. Near by was a brick 
yard, also conducted by Mr. Johnson. H e  was one of the victims of the "black 
tongue" already described in this article. The mill became the property of 
Thomas J. McGrew in 1847, who ran it until 1856, when it was destroyed by a 
terrific wind storm. In 1836 Moses Dusenbury brought the first hand grist mill 
to the township, the burrs of which were sixteen inches in diameter. In 1838 
Mr. Dusenbury was killed by falling with his blind horse over the high bank 
on the west branch of La ,Marsh creek. Thomas Stevens erected a two-story 
building for a sawmill in 1839 on the west fork of La Marsh creek but in June, 
1872, the mill, with the dam, was washed away by the highest water ever known 
here. 

Many things happened in those early days that would be looked upon now as 
a matter of course and not of any especial interest. For instance, Moses Perdue 
set out the first vineyard in 1832. Mr. Franks in 1837 had a brick yard in the 
township, and John Rahn in 1839 was running a tan yard, which continued in 
operation until 1871. In  1838 John Martin brought from near St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, the first pine tree, which was set out by William Tapping, and it is still 
standing. In 1838 the Maple brothers set out chestnut trees. By 1855 apples 
had become plentiful and the Maple brothers were running a cider mill by hand 
power. I11 1853 \tTilliam T. Stackpole set out fifteen thousand apple trees on 
section IS, and in 1854 he built a two-story brick house and brick barn. which 
are still standing. Orchard Mines in the neighborhood gets its name from having 
had an orchard of forty acres on the land. Few of the trees, however, are left 
standing. In 1848 Moses Perdue brought the first cook stove into the northeast 
part of the township. In  1839 John McFarland built the first blacksmith shop 
near the northeast corner of section 5. It  was constructed of logs. William 
Van Norman was the first blacksmith. In 1840 James Clark erected a black- 
smith shop which is still standing. In 1858 the Maple brothers erected a three- 
story steam saw and grist mill a t  a cost of $5,800. In 1832 the first coal bank 
was opened at Little La Marsh creek. The coal was hauled by oxen to Egman 
Lake, where it was loaded on boats for St. Louis. 

HOLLIS VILLAGE 

is situated in section I I and is near the point where the old Illinois River railroad, 
afterward the Peoria, Pekin & Jacksonville, formed a junction with the Peoria 
Sr Hannibal railroad, the former crossing the river on a bridge which a few years 
ago burned and has never been rebuilt. The Toledo, Peoria & Western now 
occupies and uses the track of the former roads from Peoria to this point. The 
Peoria & Pekin Terminal railroad also runs through the northern portion of 
this township, crossing the river to Peltin on its own bridge, lately constructed. 
Hollis was laid out September 8, 1868, by E. J. and M. A. Jones. Its inhabitants 
are principally miners. 

MAPLETON 

is located on the east half of the northwest quarter of section 20 and was laid 
out in 1868 by John T. Lindsay, of Peoria, and Samuel Gilfoy and William 
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T. Maple, of Hollis township. I t  is a coal town and on a spur of the Toledo, 
Peoria & Western railway which branches off to Kingston. The mines at Maple- 
ton are practically worked out but in the immediate vicinity are mines operated 
by James Walker, of Mapleton, and W. E. Foley. There is a schoolhouse, with 
a seating capacity of 80, which was built in the year 1873, 

REED CITY 

This is a city more in name than in fact, nor is it a village nor town. I t  is 
not really even a hamlet. A bright future was anticipated for it, however, when 
it was laid out by the Buckeye Coal & Coke Company, composed of speculators 
frotn Ohio, who had bought up the coal rights in this vicinity. While the pro- 
posed village did not materialize the mines are still operated by the Newsam 
brothers, who also have a general mercantile establishment, Eventually the min- 
ing conlpany changed its name to that of the Reed City Coal & Mining Company, 
and gave to the village the name of its principal stockholder, Mr. Reed. This 
gentleillan in 1889 erected a school building and hall combined, at a cost of about 
$40,000 and endowed it with sufficient funds for its maintenance. It  is called 
the Reed Institute and is for the free use of the residents of the village. Mr. 
Reed becaine the sole owner of the mining property consisting of over one 
thousand acres, and at his death left it to his widow. 

SCHOOLS 

Under an act of the legislature of 1836 and 1837 the electors of this township 
held an election at Johnson's mill, April 14, 1838, for the purpose of determining 
whether or not the township should organize under the school laws just re- 
ferred to. Twelve votes were cast for and only one against the proposition. 
On the same day five trustees were elected as follows: Aholiab Buck, John Duf- 
field, Nathaniel Clifton, Andrew Tharp and Richard Hayes. On the 12th of 
May the trustees met and appointed Nelson Buck the first township school treas- 
urer and laid off the township into three school districts. This was the beginning 
of t l ~ e  public school system in Hollis township. This was not by any means, 
however, the beginning of the schools in this community. There were private 
schools as early as 1836, when Israel I. Hurd taught a number of children in a 
log house on the bluff. The following year he taught a school in a log house 
belonging to Moses Perdue which was erected on section 11. This building had 
two rooms, each with a fire place built of brick from the yards of Mr. Frank. 
Mr. Perdue gave the use of the larger room for the school children. About 1838 
Miss Mary McFarland taught school in a log house which stood on section 4. 
There are now four district schools in the township beside the Reed Institute. 
Also a union school with Timber and a union school with Limestone, Logan and 
Tintber. All these have good buildings and are maintained up to the standard 
of district schools throughout the county. 

LA MARSH BAPTIST CHURCH 

The Baptist church at Maple Ridge is one of the oldest in the community. 
It was organized November 27, 1838, with fourteen members, all from Guernsey 
county, Ohio. Among them were Isaac and Sarah Maple, Robert and Rebecca 
Buchanan, Abram Maple, William and Mary Maple, Hugh and Sidney Ann 
Jones, Mrs. Harker and Eliza Jones. Rev. A. M. Gardner, pastor of the con- 
gregation at Peoria, presided over the La Marsh congregation and continued in 
that capacity until 1848. In January, 1849, Elder William E. Ely became pastor, 
giving the congregation half of his time. In 1849 the Baptist association met 
here, holding its sessions in a barn for want of a house of worship. Among 
the ministers were Rev. Henry G. Weston, of Peoria, and Rev. L. G. Minor, who 
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remained after the session and held a revival which continued through the fol- 
lowing year and during which time there were fifty-two baptisms, which brought 
the membership of the church up to 102 members. In  1851 Elder Ely closed his 
pastorate and was succeeded by Elder Joel Sweet, who preached a t  Trivoli half 
of his time. H e  was succeeded in 1855 by Elder John Edminster, who continued 
for some years. Soon after the revival meetings herein mentioned, a house of 
worship 30x35 feet was erected, at a cost of $r,ooo. The first deacons were 
William Maple and John McGee. 

LIMESTONE TOWNSHIP 

In his carefully compiled and excellently written history of Peoria county, 
the late Judge ~McCulloch, in writing of Limestone township, had the following 
in part to say: "The settlement of Limestone township was almost contempo- 
raneous with that of Peoria. But reaching back many years prior to the advent 
of the American settlers, it has a history of its own. As early as the year 
1723, while yet a part of the French dominion, one Philip Francis Renault ob- 
tained a grant of a tract of land one league in front on the lake or river, and 
extending back five leagues on a stream claimed to have been the Kickapoo. If  
this claim has any solid foundation to rest upon, it may be inferred that Renault, 
whose principal business was the development of the mining interests of the 
country, and who had smelting furnaces not many miles from St. L,ouis, had 
made an exploration of the Kickapoo valley, and finding the hills filled with 
coal, had procured this grant to himself. I t  has been claimed for him that he 
had also discovered lead in this, vicinity, but this claim has not been verified by 
more recent researches. 

"At a later period, about the year 1765, we find Jean Raptiste Maillet ob- 
taining a grant from the authorities of Great Britain of 1,400 acres at the mouth 
of the Kickapoo, one mile in front on the river and extending back two miles 
in the country. This grant took in part of Limestone township. I t  was sold 
in 1801 to Isaac Darneille, the first lawyer who ever lived at Peoria, and by 11im 
to Colonel William Russell, of the United States army, who made an effort to 
have the claim confirmed by the government, but failed. 

"At a still later period, about one hundred years ago, it is known that several 
of the inhabitants of La Ville de Maillet had lands in cultivation on the Kickapoo 
bottom in this township, or very near it in Peoria township. Thomas Forsyth, 
who was an American, had a field of twenty arpens; Simon Roi, Antoine Roi 
and Francis Racine jointly had a field of thirty arpens, adjoining one of Antoine 
Cicare; Hypolite Maillet had one of fifteen arpens adjoining one of Francis 
Montplaiser-all situated on or very near the Kickapoo, which was then called 
the Gatinan (or  possibly the Coteneau). These farms were all vacated during 
the war of 1812, when the village was destroyed. 

"It is said that Abner Eads, one of the first settlers a t  Peoria, for a time 
resided in Limestone; but it seems that Joseph Moffatt and his three sons, Alva, 
Aquilla and Benjamin, were the first settlers. They came in 1822. Alva and 
Aquilla settled on section 13 and continued to reside thereon, or  in the im: 
mediate vicinity, during their lives. The Harker family came in 1829 and settled 
near the southwest corner of the township, giving the name of Harker's Corners 
to the vicinity where four townships met. Henry W. Jones came at an early 
day and settled in the north part of the township. From him, or members of 
his family, we have the name of Jones' Prairie and Jones' Spring, situated on 
and along the Farmington road. James Crowe also came about the same time 
ds Jones, but on account of Indian troubles in 1832, he went back to  his home 
in Ohio, but returned in 1834 and settled in the north part of the township. 
James Heaton came in 1834 and Pleasant Hughes in 1837. 

"This township can boast of having had the first, if not the first two, flouring 
mills in the county. George Sharp, one of the cou~ity commissioners and a 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 277 

proillinent business man of Peoria, died about the close of the year 1830. He 
was at the time of his death a partner in business with John Hamlin. H e  had an 
interest in two mill sites (then regarded as personal property), one across the 
river in Tazewell county and one on the Kickapoo. That in Tazewell county 
was sold to his widotv for $50, from which circumstances it would appear that 
no mill had yet been erected. H e  also had a bolting cloth appraised at $35, 
which was sold to his so11 John for $20. No sale is reported of the mill site 
on the Kickapoo, which evidently went to his partner Mr. Hamlin. I t  is not 
certain that the mill had then been erected on the Kickapoo, but if not then 
erected, it is very certain that preparations had been made looking to that event. 
In a biographical sketch of Mr. Hamlin, published some years ago, it is said that 
he, in connection with two young men named Sharp, had erected the mill known 
as I-lamlin & Sharp's mill, and this would seem probable from the fact that 
George Sharp had two sons, John and Francis, the former having purchased 
the bolting cloth at the administrator's sale. Be this as it may, it is evident 
that the mill was erected and had been put in operation as early as the year 1831, 
and continued in the hands of the same proprietors, Hamliil & Sharp, until the 
year 1833 or 1834, The exact location of this mill had apparently been forgotten 
for many years, for Mr. Ballance, who in 1832 had been one of the viewers to 
lay out a road past the same, says in his 'History' that 'a stranger might almost 
as well seek for the site of Sineveh or Babylon, as the site of these mills.' The 
road mentioned was one laid out by the county conlmissioners froin the Knox 
county line to Peoria and, having followed the route by courses and distances 
to the ICickapoo at the mill, it there struck a straight course north 79 degrees, 
east 8G5 poles (2.7 miles) to the north corner of block 13 (corner of Madison 
and Main streets), Peoria. The point where it crossed the Kickapoo was a 
little north of the center of section 12, about one-half mile north of the present 
Lincoln avenue (formerly Plank road) bridge. This is further shown by the 
following facts : 

"About the year 1833, Joshua Aiken and Robert E. Little, both illen of 
wealth, canle to Peoria and engaged in the mercantile business in partnership. 
Together or singly, they obtained title to about 1,000 acres of land in Horseshoe 
Uottoill and its immediate vicinity. They also purchased the Hamlin & Sharp 
nlill and at once proceeded to enlarge and put it in perfect order, so that it be- 
came a illill of high standard, capable of producing fifty barrels of flour per day. 
It  had a very large custom, its patrons coming from the whole country within 
a radius of sixty miles. Much of the flour here n~anufactured was shipped to 
St. Louis by flat boat. ,liken & Little had become possessed of the mill as early 
as the spring of 1834, possibly a year before that time. In June of that year 
Rev. Flavel Bascom, a Presbyterian missionary stationed in Tazewell county, 
took his grist there and found Joshua Aiken, from whom he obtained information 
which afterwards led to the organization of a church at Peoria. They paid 
cash for wheat and it is said that illore money was paid for wheat at that point 
than in the whole town of Peoria. The money issued was that of the Quinne- 
baug Bank, an eastern institution, which the Peoria illerchants denounced as un- 
worthy of credit because its issue would not go at the land office, but the secre- 
tary of the treasury being appealed to, issued an order that its money should 
he received in payment for  land and its credit was at once restored. They bor- 
rowed the money and secured its repayment by mortgage upon a large amount 
of real estate, four thousand dollars of it remaining unpaid at the time of Little's 
death in 1842. Mr. Aiken, seeing the importance of capital in a new country, 
went east and formed a copartnership with George P. Shipman, and, together 
with Hervey Sanford, Charles Monson and Eli Goodwin, purchased the north- 
west quarter of section 9, 8 north, range 8 east, and proceeded to plat it as 
Monson & Sanford's addition to Peoria. Although this plat was not recorded 
until August 15, 1836, yet it had been made and lots had been deeded by it as 
early as June 4th of the same year. First street on this plat was afterwards 
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adopted as part of a public road from Peoria to Aiken & Little's mill. About 
the same time Robert E. Little, together with Orin Hamlin and Augustus Lang- 
worthy, laid out the town of Detroit above the Narrows. But that which most , 
concerns the present narrative is that on April 9, 1836, Joshua Aiken, George , P. Shipman and Robert E. Little laid out a town on the southeast quarter of 
section 12, and the northeast quarter of section 13, town 8 north, range 7 east, 
which they named Peoria Mills. It  covered nearly, if not quite all, of the south- 1 
east quarter of section 12, one tier of blocks extending southward on sectioll 
13 and overlooking Horseshoe Bottom. The main street ran nearly east and 
west and was located a few rods north of the present Lincoln avenue road. 
Fifth street crossed Main street a t  right angles. 

"In September, 1836, a road was ordered to be laid out from Peoria to 
Aiken Sr Little's mill. I t  was surveyed by George C. McFadden, who laid down 
the lines so accurately they can be easily followed. Commencing at the bridge 
a t  Aiken & Little's mill, the line ran by different courses until it reached the 
center of Fifth street, thence to the center of Main street, following it to its 
eastern end; it was there deflected southeast twenty rods to the section line 
between sections 7 and 18 in township 8 north, range 8 east, which is now 
known as Lincoln avenue. Thence it ran east to the corner of sections 7 and 
g, now the intersection of Lincoln and Western avenues, thence northeast to 
the west end of First street in Moilson & Sanford's addition, following which it 
reached the lower end of Adams street, which was then at Franklin street. By 
following these lines we reach, unquestionably, the location of the mill near the 
center of section 12, which was at or near the northwest corner of the town 
of Peoria Mills, not far from Rocky Glen. 

"Joshua Aiken died in the year 1840. Robert E. Little died in Peoria in 1842. 
What became of the mill in the meantime does not appear. Mr. Ballance says 
.Mr. Aiken added a sawmill to it and ran both for some time but finally per- 
mitted the stream to undermine them and carry them away. In the files of the 
estate of Mr. Little in the probate court, there appears a lease for eighteen 
months, from him to Joshua and Henry S. Aiken, for the mill then in their pos- 
session, but from other data, it would seem this may have been only a sawmill. 
One of the provisions of the lease was that they should keep the dam and flume 
in good condition but if carried away by the freshet, it should be optional with 
them to do so or not. I t  is probable the premises were soon afterwards aban- 
doned, as  Hale's mill had been established above and Hamlin & Moffatt's below it, 
and these two with others at Peoria, may have cut off its trade so as to render 
it unprofitable. 

"At the hiarch term, 1833, of the county con~missioners' court, Orin Hamlin 
and Alva and Aquilla Moffatt obtained leave to erect a mill dam on the south- 
west quarter of section 13, past which a road was being laid out, which, on the 
old maps, bears the name of the 'Rfiddle Road.' This was probably a t  first a 
sawmill, at which the lumber that went into the court house was sawed, as Hamlin 
& Moffatt had a contract to supply it. A flouring mill was, however, erected at 
that place, which afterwards became known and still lingers in the recollection 
of many citizens as Monroe's mill. 

"In the Peoria Register and Northwestern Gazetteer, of April 8, 1837, it is 
said : 'Some years since a flouring mill (probably Hamlin & Sharp's.-Ed.) was 
erected on that stream (the Kickapoo), which is in successful operation still, 
within two and a half miles of Peoria village. Two sawmills in the vicinity of 
the flouring mill are in profitable business. There are two sawmills above and 
one grist mill below.' Here are two grist mills spoken of,  neither one of which 
could have been Hale's, for that mill was then in process of erection and had 
not commenced grinding. These mills, and a t  least two of the sawmills spoken 
of,  must have been located within the present bounds of Limestone township. 
From these facts we can judge of the importance of the Kickapoo creek as a 
mill stream at that time. 
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"June 10, 1837, Henry Jones laid out a town plat on the southwest quarter 
of section 3, and the southeast quarter of section 4, which he called Summer- 
ville. I t  was located on what is now the Farmington road, just north of the 
county farm. I t  has never become a place of importance, there being but a few 
scattered houses a t  the place, but a postoffice by that name is still maintained. 

"This township has also the credit of having had the first public bridge in 
tbe county-that erected by John Cameron on the Lewiston road. The bridge 
at Aiken & Little's mill was also erected at an early day, but it may have been 
erected by the proprietors and not by the public. The township was also well 
supplied with both county and state roads-the state road running up the Kick- 
apoo; that by way of Farmington to Knoxville; that to Quincy by way of Can- 
ton, and that by Pekin-all passing through its territory. 

"It also had one of the first railroads-the Peoria and Oquawka having been 
finished as far  as Edwards in 1855. I t  now has five railroads in operation: The 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy; The Toledo, Peoria & Western; The Iowa Cen- 
tral; The Peoria & Pekin Terminal; and the Chicago & Northwestern. These 
several roads converging near the eastern line of the township, make that a point 
of great importance as a future suburb to the city. 

"This township also contains the county poor farm. I t  also has an important 
state institution, the Asylum for the Incurable Insane, which after sundry reverses 
and dzlays, was completed and received its first installment of patients February 
10, 1902. 

"The township contains no regularly organized village, but through sundry 
subdivisions of lands, especially along the Kickapoo creek, divers centers of popu- 
lation have become known as villages, such as Bartonville, South Bartonville and 
Minersville, which may soon become suburbs of Peoria. The township also 
contains several manufacturing plants, the most important of which are the 
-4c1ne Hay Harvesting Company and the Cellulose factory of the Marsden Com- 
pany, at South Bartonville. 

"Coal mining is one of the most important interests, the whole township being 
apparently underlaid with that mineral. Tlte first coal mining was done at an 
early day, the first bank having been opened on the southeast corner of section 
24. The Moffatts also mined coal at the same place and shipped it by keel boats 
to St. Louis. As a t  other places, the first mining was done either by 'stripping' 
or drifting into the hillsides where the outcrop appeared. But for some years 
deep mining has been carried on, not only along the river and creek bottoms but 
on the uplands. These mines give employment to a large number of laborers. 

"The population of this township is of a mixed character-there being many 
Germans, some Welsh among the miners, some Scotch, some Irish, an English 
con~munity on the north side and some Americans. Among the early German 
settlers were Conrad Eontz, who came in 1844, Christian Straesser and the 
ISallers and Eeatty Johnson in 1848, George Ojeman in 1849, and the Roelfs in 
1851. These men were and their descendants are, among the very best and most 
prosperous citizens. 

"There being an extensive ledge of limestone rock in the north part of the 
township, the burning of lime for the Peoria market has from an early day 
been an important industry. There are also extensive quarries of sandstone 
along the Kickapoo creek, which yield a fairly good quality of stone for build- 
ing purposes." 

SCHOOLS 

The first school in the township was probably that which was taught in 1836 
by Simeon Ward in a log cabin situated near South Bartonville. There were 
private schools taught by men and women whose names have unfortunately 
drifted away. This township; however, has kept pace with others in the county 
in its educational purposes and results and since the adoption of the free school 
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system it has maintained a creditable stand in the matter of public education. 
There are now nine districts, in each of which is a good schoolhouse well main- 
tained and where from eight to nine months' schooling is given the children 
during the year. There is a union district near Harlter's Corners. 1 

CHURCHES 

The first church, an El)iscopal, was organized early in the '30s. In 1836 
Bishop Chase came to the county and formed the people of this faith into a corn- 
pact body, after which regular services were held almost every Sabbath and a , 

house of worship was erected which still stands, though not, however, in its 
original form. At first it was a buff stone building but it has been enlarged and 
beautified by the addition of a tower and the placing of stained glass in the 
windows. This church was dedicated in the fall of 1845 and stands on two acres 
of ground donated by John Pennington in 1844. The original cost of the building 
was $1,500. Of this suin $I,IOO was contributed by friends in England, twenty 
pounds of which was the gift of Dowager Queen Adelaide, twenty pounds the 
gift of Lord Kenyon, a friend of Bishop Chase, after whom he named Kenyon 
College, established by him in Ohio. Some years ago Rev. John Benson, James 
Clarlc and Isabelle Douglas conveyed to this church twenty acres of ground i 
just across the public highway fro111 the cl~urch for the use and benefit of the 
rector. Attached to the church is a small cemetery in which the remains of %emy 
Wilson, who died September 17, 1838, were the first to be interred. 

The Presbyterian church was organized May 6, 1859, by a committee of 
Presbytery consisting of Rev. Robert P. Farris, D. D., pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian church at Peoria, Rev. M. L. Wood, minister in charge, and Ruling 1 
Elder James 13. Patterson, of the Salem church. There were fifteen members 1 
adnlitted and John Cameron and William Jones were ordained and installed as 
ruling elders. The church has never supported a pastor as its membership 
had in its palmiest days reached but thirty members. The church building is 
a neat frame structure, which stands on section 8. Rev. RI. L. Wood was the 
first pastor. 

The German Evangelical Lutheran cllurch was organized in 1855 with eigh- 
teen inembers and from the start the church grew and flourished. In 1856 a house 
of worship was erected at a cost of $~,ooo but in twenty years it became too 
small for  the growing congregation and in 1876 the old building was superseded 
hy a new one which cost $4,000. This building is located on section 22, where 
it has three and a half acres of ground, in which was also located a cemetery. 
The first pastor was Rev. I;. Wanke. 

MEDIXA TOWNSHIP I 
This township in point of settlement is one of the earliest in Peoria county. 1 

Geographically it is divided into two sections, one lying on the high prairie 
and the other on the river bottom, the dividing line being a strip of bluff about 
two miles wide. The land on the river bottom was first considered very desirable, 
not only from its being close to the river, but also owing to the fact that the soil 
was very fertile, being part prairie and part timber land. L a  Salle prairie con- 
stitutes part of this tract and was in early days a distinctive settlement. Through 
it ran two state roads, one leading through Northampton to Galena, the other 
through Chillicothe, Henry and other points to Boyd's Grove, thence on to Ottawa 
and Chicago. On the high prairie side were two state roads, one from Peoria 
running north by Mount Hawley, the other branching from that one from Mount 
Hawley and running diagonally through to Princeville and thence northwesterly 
to Rock Island. 

Medina township is in the second tier from t l ~ e  north and has the river and 
the southern point of Chillicothe township for its eastern border. On the north 
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is I-Iallock townshi&, the west, Radnor and on the south, Richwoods township. 
George Love settled near the present village of hlossville, with his family, Novem- 
ber 10, 1824, coming from Parke county, Indiana. H e  was the pioneer of the 
township. At the time of his arrival and for  several years later there were many 
Indians in the con~munity. Their village was on section 4. I t  is said that this 
pioneer's nearest neighbors were a t  Fort Clark, nine miles distant, and at Fox 
river, now the city of Ottawa. I t  was but a few months after Love's settlement, 
one John Ridgeway cast his fortunes in this new country and the Ridgeway family 
became a landmark and has frequently been mentioned in connection wlth early 
highways, elections and school districts. The next to appear here were Samuel 
Clifton, Edmund Weed Briarly, Henry, Thomas and Abner Cooper. I n  the next 
few years the settlement was considerably augmented by other arrivals, many of 
whom became dissatified and soon left for other scenes of activity. 

In the year 1825 a settlement sprang up in the northern part of Medina, the 
principal families of which were the Averys, Resolved Cleveland, Stephen Carl 
and Stephen French. For temporary habitations they occupied the abandoned 
bark cabins of the Indians. In  the spring of 1831 Linus Scoville and family 
inlnligrated from Vermilion coutlty, Indiana, and came to this township, locating 
on a clainl on section 22, which Mr. Scoville had previously secured from George 
Love. Gersl~om Sillin~an, a Baptist minister, was a settler in the community 
as early as 1831, and Nicholas Sturn and John E. Bristol, in 1832. Those who 
came in 1835 were Thomas Mooney and Sons, James and William. Jerome and 
Imri W. Case settled here in 1836, William Robinson in 1837, Jonathan W. Rice 
and John P. Neal in 1838. !Many of these early settlers became quite prominent 
in the affairs of the county. Principally among them may be mentioned ilIoses 
Clifton, George Love, Stephen French, Henry Thon~as, Resolved Cleveland, 
Thomas Mooney, John E. Eristol, I-Iiram Curry and Simon Reed, 

111 1850 the territory embraced in the township was separated from Rome 
and La Salle precirlcts and organized and named Medina township. The first 
election was held April 2 ,  1850, at which time the following officers were elected: 
Supervisor, John Jacob ; assessor, Linus Scoville ; town clerk, Thomas lfooney, 
Jr. ; collector, C. IJ. Pierce; overseer of the poor, Isaac Wideman; comtnissioner 
of high~vays, Harvey Stillman, Samuel C. Xeal and Alansoil Vantassel; justices 
of the peace, Thoinas P. Reed and Phineas Crouch; constables, William Porter 
and G. IV. Hargadine. 

'The first marriage to take place in Medina township was that of Abner 
Cooper and Sallie Sheldon. The ceremony was performed by Rivers Cormack, 
a Baptist preacher, in February, 1826. 

The first school was taught by Jesse McGee, who, having secured the neces- 
sary number of pupils, turned them over to Moses Clifton, in January, 1827. 
Clifton's successor, Zelotes Marks, took charge of the pupils three months there- 
after. The school building was erected especially for the purpose and was 
situated near the present site of Mossville. This schoolhouse was a log cabin 
16x1s feet, with puncheon floor, glazed paper windows and clapboard door, and 
the interstices between the logs were closed with mud. This was in the nature 
of a private school, the tuition being two dollars per scholar for a period of 
three months. Another school was taught by Hiram Curry in 1836, which was 
afterwards removed to section 27, remaining there until a public school was estab- 
lished in Mossville, where in 1868 a schoolhouse was erected at a cost of $4,000. 
The first public school taught in the northwest portion of the township was on 
section 7 and was presided over by Joseph ,M. Batchelder, about 1840. Previous 
to this, however, a private school had been taught by John Benjamin in a log 
cabin used as a dwelling. It  was not until 1852 that a public schoolhouse was 
erected. This was located on section 3 and remained until 1866, when the location 
of the school was changed to section 2. In  1853 a schoolhouse was built on the 
farm of John E. Bristol, which was removed in the fall of 1856 to its present 
site, where in 1872 a splendid school building, costing $2,500, was erected. 



282 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

At the time of the adoption of the free school system there were several 
schoolhouses in the township. These, of course, have been substituted by others 
and at the present time there are six school districts in the township, all of which 
have moderately good school buildings. 

Two lines of railroads enter Medina township. The Rock Island & Peoria I 

cuts across the extreme southwest corner, where is located the village of Alta, , 
on section 31. Alta was laid out in March, 1853, by Imri Case, Loren Wilder 
and Thomas Hanson, three prominent citizens of the township. The village is 
quite a trading point for the surrounding country, has good stores, shops, a 
factory, church and school, in all of which its citizens take a great pride. The 
other road, the Peoria & Bureau Valley, which is known as the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific, extends through that part of the eastern portion of the town- 
ship bordering on the Illinois river. This road was opened in 1854 and about 
the same time the village of Mossville was laid out and established as a station, 
on section 21, and got its name from one of the proprietors of the land, William 
S. Moss, who at the time was a resident of Peoria, operating a distillery there. 
H e  was one of the builders of the Peoria & Oquawka railroad. In 1859 Mr. Moss 
removed to California, where he died in 1882. 

The Baptist church at Mossville was organized at a meeting held in the 
schoolhouse, April g, 1868, by a committee of the Peoria Presbytery, consisting 
of Rev. John H.  Morron, and ruling elders, Jonathan K. Cooper, of the First 
Presbyterian church of Peoria, and H. Hervey, of Prospect church, Radnor. 
By public subscription a church edifice was erected at a cost of about $2,600. In 
1875, owing to the fact that a large percentage of the members lived on High 
prairie, the church was removed to that locality and its name changed to the 
Church of Alta. The old building was sold and the proceeds placed in trust 
for the erection of a church a t  Alta. A history of the Methodist and Catholic 
churches will be found in articles under those titles. 

RADNOR TOWNSHIP 

Radnor township is bounded on the north by Akron, on the east by Medina, 
south by Kickapoo and west by Jubilee townships. The land is mostly prairie, 
well watered by the Kickapoo and tributaries. Here are many fine farms, and 
a contented, progressive and high-thinking class of people. At the time of its 
organization as a township, Radnor was known as Benton precinct, which was 
composed of Radnor and Kickapoo townships. Previous to its organization 
an election had been held in the woods in Kickapoo, north of the village, at 
which time Smith Dunlap was elected justice of the peace, and continued to serve 
in that capacity until the adoption of township organization.., The first election 
in Kadnor township as such was held a t  the residence of Jonathan Brassfield. 
Alva Dunlap was the moderator, and Nathaniel T. A. Shaw, clerk. Jonathan 
Brassfield was elected supervisor ; Nathaniel T .  A. Shaw, township clerk ; Lewis 
Harlan, assessor; Jonathan Brassfield, Griffith Dickinson, William Wilkinson, 
commissioners of highways ; Phineas R. Wilkinson, clerk ; Lorennes Shaw, 
overseer of the poor; George B. Harlan and Smith Dunlap, justices; John .M. 
Hendricks and Phineas R. Wilkinson, constables. 

I t  is probably not too much to say that Erastus Peet was the first settler in 
this community. He located here in 1834 and soon thereafter his little daugh- 
ter, four years of age, became lost on the prairie. That night the tall grass 
took fire and the little one perished, her charred body being discovered the next 
day. The next settler in the township was Robert Cline, who came from Oswego 
county, New York, in 1835, and lived two years a t  Hale's mill, after which period 
he settled on section 35 and two years later on section 13. Mr. Cline was killed 
by lightning, April 21, 1849. William Gifford, who came from Barnstable, 
Massachusetts, in 1836, erected the first frame house on the south half of section 
28. Moses Harlan settled on section 22 in the same year. H e  became quite 
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in public affairs, serving as county commissioner in 1838 and repre- 
senting the county in the legislature in 1838 and 1840. His son George B. Har- 
lan settled on section 32 in 1836. H e  also was called upon for public duty and 
for some years was justice of the peace, a member of the board of supervisors 

1 two years, and held other local offices. William Knott was a settler in 1836, 
locating on section 26. John L. Wakefield, who came from Butler county, Ohio, 
to I3eoria county in 1834, settled on section 18. Among those who came in 1837 
are recalled Abner Russell, Calvin Blake, Aaron G. Wilkinson, Charles, George 
and Richard Wilkins, Anson Bushnell and his brothers, Horace and Alvin, 
~ h o m a s  Shaw and Griffith Dickinson. About this same time Alva Dunlap, of 
Oneida county, New York, appeared in the community, being on a prospecting 1 tour. The country looked good to him and returning to New York for his family, 
he settled here early in the year 1838. Napoleon Dunlap, with his father and 
mother, a brother and sister and five children "embarked at Sackett's Harbor, on 
a little schooner of about one hundred tons, for Chicago. Leaving his mother 
and sister with a daughter residing at Chicago, for another trip, the rest of the 
party proceeded in wagons which previously had been engaged, arriving at their 1 destination on the northwest quarter of section 14, on the 11th day of October, 
1837, and took up quarters in a frame house 16x24 feet, which hlva Dunlap had 

, built the preceding summer with lumber hauled from Hale's mill, then partly ' erected. Their nearest neighbor was an Englishman named John Jackson, a 
bachelor, thirty years old, with a lad of fourteen years, named George Scholes, 
on the northeast quarter of section 15. Jackson had arrived in 1837 and had 
broken up his land, 011 which he raised a crop in 1838. Ira Smith, a native of 
Hampden, Maine, who had been a sea captain, had also come in 1837, and had paid 

I Chloe Case $50 for a claim on the northeast quarter of section 3, which he entered, 

1 and afterward, in 1840, sold to Adam Yates for $3,000. H e  was a very worthy 
man, an old line abolitionist, and believed in the golden rule. H e  removed to 
Peoria and went into the lumber trade." J. J. Hitchcock settled on section 3 in 
1837 and in the winter of 1838 assisted Alva Dunlap in bringing his goods and 
family from Chicago to their new home. At that time "the country was an 
unbroken prairie and what houses there were were scattered along the streams 
and in the edges of the timber. On the larger prairies one could travel a whole 
day without seeing a house. The scarcity of timber for fuel, fences and building 
purposes was a serious matter with the early settlers and if one could get hold 
of a piece of timber land he was considered fortunate; and woe to him who, 
having secured one, would go off without leaving some one to guard it, for  on his 
return he would likely find it all stumps. No one thought lumber could be shipped 
here in sufficient cluantities to supply the needs of these vast prairies. Coal had 
not yet been developed to any considerable extent. Sawmills were located along 
the streanls where there was timber, and water with sufficient fall to obtain power. 
But the lumber secured in that way was very unsatisfactory for building pur- 
poses. When the osage orange was introduced for hedges, it was thought to be a 
great advance in the matter of fencing, but now since the introduction of barbed 
wire, the osage is no longer planted and farmers would be glad to be rid of what 
they have. Jonathan Erassfield took two loads of wheat to Chicago and brought 
baclc finishing lumber. Several others tried the same experiment but no one 
went the second time. When the canal was opened in 1848 it brought great relief 
to those living within reach of the river. Timber is now much more plentiful 
than it was sixty years ago. Then it was short and scrubby on account of the 
fires. After that was cut off and the fires kept away from the new growth, it 
beca~ne thrifty. Coal became the principal fuel and the inhabitants ceased in a 
great measure the use of wood, either for fuel or fencing, but for the last few 
years many prefer to have the land for farming purposes and have been cutting 
off the timber and making clearings. 

"As the population increased the deer disappeared, but the wolves remained 
and are not yet entirely extinct, occasionally one venturing out from his 
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hiding place. As cornfields increased the prairie chickens also increased for a 
time into large flocks and became very destructive to the corn, which, accordillg 
to the custom of the country, was left  in the field over winter, but when the prai- 
ries had become settled up and their nesting places invaded, they began to decrease I 
in numbers until they were all extinguished. The rattlesnake was a common pest 
in breaking up the native sod and was often encountered by the plowman. They 1 
were not consideretl dangerous, as they made their presence linown by their 
rattle and were easily disposed of. Cattle instinctively avoided them but were 
sometimes bitten, which caused severe swellings but seldom death. They disap- 
peared when the land became cultivated. 

"After the opening of the canal pine luinber in quantities began to make its 
appearance. The coal banics began to supply fuel and the people began to lose 
their fear of settling upon the broad prairies. 

"The big prairie team with four or five yoke of oxen, and the huge breaking 
plow rapidly ttlrned over the native sod. Houses sprang up in all directions 
and a wave of prosperity seemed to have struck the cour~try. The light steel 
plow, introduced I>y Tobey & Anderson, of Peoria, took the place of the wooden 
moldboard and heavy cast iron plow brougl~t from the east, the reaper t001i the 
place of the back-brealiing cradle; the Brown corn planter did away with planting 1 
by hand; the thresher with its si~nple cylinder throwing straw, chaff and grain out 
together, displaced the flail and the tramping floor only to be displaced in its turn ! 

by the separator, which also took the place of the Nurse or Proctor fanning mill, 
formerly in use. The single shovel plow doing duty with one horse, traveling 
first upon one side of the road and back on the other, was superseded by the 
two-horse riding or walking cultivators. The complete outfit for husking corn 
was one team, two inen and a boy taking five rows, the team and wagon turning I 

down the middle one which was the boy's share to pick up. 
"The first reaping ~nachine known in Radnor and perhaps in the county was I 

owned by ,Uva Dunlap and was built by George Green Wood, of Peoria. It  was 
so constructed as to throw the cut grain directly back the width of the swath, 
which had to be bound up hefore the next srncith could be cut. It did clean work 
and he used it for several years in cutting his own and his neighbors' grain. It 
was built about the year 1846, only seven years after Cyrus McCorinicli gave 
the first exhibition of his reaper on the farm of Joseph Smith in Augusta county, 
I'irginia. The next was a h/IcCormiclc, the grain being raked off on one side. This 
was followed in a few years with a self-raker and in a few years by the self- 
binder. Tllrough these improvements the hard labor of eight men was done 
away with and the women of the household were relieved of the labor of boarding 
a large numl>er of illen during the heat of the harvest time. Before that time 
harvest hands would begin in the soutl~ where the season was earlier and work 
their way northward as the grain ripened. These traveling men were thrown 
out of employment by the self-binding reaper. 

"One of the serious problems with the farmers was to get their products to 
market. I n  the. spring of 1841 John Jaclzson built two flat boats and loaded I 
them with ear corn and bacon for the purpose of coasting along the Mississippi 
and selling to the planters and negroes. As was customary, the boat was floated 
with the current. They had long sweeps or oars to guide them and keep them 
off tlle snags. T o  build them two large trees would be found (generally hack- 
berry), which were hewn flat for the sides, and planks spiked on the bottom, 
the ends sloped like a scow. The roof or deck was made of boards sawed thin 
enough to bend across the boat and thus make an arched roof. The crews of 
these famous boats were John Jackson, Elisha Barker, John Peet, Warren Hale, 
William Harlan and Napoleon Dunlap. The two latter went as far as Natchez 
but concluding they had had enough of the life of boatmen they begged off and 
returned by steamer, working their way by llelping to take on wood a t  the wood- 
yards along the way." 

Eefore the building of the Rock Island & Peoria railroad, a postoffice was 
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~<el~ t  by Enoch Huggins on section 35, where he received mail from Peoria three 
times a week. There was also a mail- route from Peoria by way of Lafayette 
thro~tgh Medina and Aliron but most of the people received their mail a t  Peoria. 
r\lary J. Peet, daughter of Erastus Peet, the first settler, who lost her life by being 

I burned by a prairie fire, was the first person to die in Radnor township. The 
I dcath of Henry Martin on November 10, 1836, was the second. John Harlan, 

born in October, 1836, was the first white child whose birth occurred in this 
H e  died in 1847. 

Miss E. R. Dunlap taught the first school of the township in the summer 
of 1840 in a diminutive frame house which stood on section 37. I t  was built 
by a man who subsequently committed suicide. Horace Eusl~nell taught a sing- 
illg school here the same summer. In  the summer of 1841 Miss Dunlap taught 
scl~ool in a log house on section 13, which she found to have been vacated by its 
tenant. In  1841 Charles Kettelle, school comnlissioner, had surveyed and laid 
off the school section No. 16 into forty-acre lots, had these lands appraised and 
ofiered for sale. Cyrus W. Pratt bid off three of them for $170. H e  made no 
~aynxent but gave a mortgage for the purchase price, with interest a t  twelve per ( cent. After making two or three payments of interest, nothing further was 
received and the land reverted to the township. About the same time school 
trustees were appointed and Peter Auten was made the first school treasurer. 

I At the first meeting of the trustees, April 4, 1842, they laid off the town into six 
school districts. That winter a log schoolhouse was built on section 15, in which 
Sarah D. Sanford and Anna 1IcKnight taught. The next winter William Gifford 
was the teacher, after  which the scl~ooll~ouse was moved to section 22 on land 
subsequently o~vned by George B. Taylor. There were three s c h o o l h ~ ~ ~ s e s  built 

I in 1842-the one just mentioned, a small frame on section 2,  and a log cabin on 
section I. In  the latter Catherine J. Jainison taught in the summer of 1842, 1 her pupils being seven children of the Blakesleys, five Wakefields, four Chapins, 
three Van Camps, two Gordons, two Rogers, a Hall, Gilltinson, Hatfield and 
Slaughter. The directors were Parley E. Elakesley and Joseph Chapin. Deborah 
L. Woodbury taught his school the next term. Elisha Barker taught in a log 
schoolhouse on section 22, built in 1842. His  successor the next winter was 
William Gifford. In the spring of 1842 a small frame schoolhouse was built on 
section 2 by voluntary labor. The lumber was sawed a t  the mill of Ralph Bette 
and William Eruzee on the creek on section 23. Miss iilargaret Artman taught 
there in 1832, having for her patrons Ira Smith, J. J. Hitchcock, Anson Bushnell 

I 
and his sons Alvin and Horace, Samuel and William Seeley, William Moore, 
0. L. Selson, Ira E-Iitchcock and a Mr. Goodell; which indicates the school was 
conducted on a subscription basis. 

I VILLAGE O F  DUNLAP 

The village of Dunlap was laid out by Alva Dunlap on section 11, June 12, 1 1871. That same year Dr. John Gillett erected the first building in the place. 
It stands opposite the railroad depot and is now the property of 13. C. Dunlap. The 
village is a thriving one and an excellent trading point. I t  is situated on the 
Roclc Island Pr Peoria road. There are stores, two grain elevators, three churches. 
a graded school building erected in 1899 at a cost of $4,000, Odd Fellows' hall 
and shops. The population is now 172-a considerable decrease from that of the 
census of 1900. I n  the year 1848-9 a number of families from the Panhandle of 
West Virginia settled in Akron and Radnor townships and at first connected 
themselves with the church at Princeville, but the distance was too great for them 
to travel, so that they asked the Presbytery for a separate organization, which 
request was granted. Rev. Addison Coffee, of Peoria, Rev. Robert Breese, of 
Princeville, and Elder Henry Schnebly, of Peoria, as a committee of Presbytery, 
met the congregation June 8, 1850, in the schoolhouse where they had been 
accustomed to worship and the Prospect Presbyterian church was organized with 
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fifteen members as follows : From the Princeville church, Joseph Yates, Sr., and 
Mary, his wife; John Yates, Sr., and Eleanor, his wife; Samuel Keady and 
Eleanor, his wife; Thomas Yates and Mary, his wife; John Hervey and Sarah, 
his wife; and Miss Margaretta Yates, from the West Alexandria, Pennsylvania, 
church; David G. Hervey and Jane, his wife; and from the church a t  West Lib- 
erty, Virginia: Adam Yates and Sarah, his wife. The first house of worship, 
a frame building 36x46 feet, which cost about $1,400, was erected on a lot con- 
taining about seven acres, donated by Adam Yates, and dedicated in June, 185~.  
After the village of Dunlap sprang up the meeting place of the church was re- 
moved to Dunlap and a new house of worship erected at a cost of something over 
$5,000. The old church was torn down and the land on which it stood deeded to 
the church as a burial ground, which is known as Prospect cemetery. A parson- 
age was added to the church property in 1867, a t  a cost of $3,000, and in 1878 it 
was sold and a new parsonage erected a t  .a cost of $1,700, on lots donated by 
David G. Hervey. Among the pastors who have served this church are Revs. 
David Hervey, John Turbitt, Thomas F. Smith, George Cairns, J. A. E. Simp- 
son, A. S. Gardner, John \'Vim, Silas Cook, H. V. D. Nevins, D. D., Harry Smith 
and R. C. Townsend. Several of the members of this church have gone into the 
ministry, among them, Rev. George Dunlap, Rev. Thomas C. W n n ,  missionary 
to Japan, William Tones, William Y. Jones, his son, missionary to Japan, William 
Ayling and Franklin Brown. 

The Methodists and Catholic church Ilistories will be found in another place 
in this volume. 

T I M B E R  T O W N S H I P  

Timber township acquired its name from the fact that its territory was covered 
a t  one time with a very fine body of timber, consisting of white, black, red and. 
bur oak, white and black ash, white and black walnut, elm, cottonwood, hard and 
soft maple, linn, sycamore and others. The township is located in the southwest 
part of the county and has for its southern boundary the Illinois river. On  the 
west is Fulton county, on the north Logan township and on the east Hollis town- 
ship. The timber land upon being cleared, developed valuable farms and the bot- 
tom land extending from the bluffs to the river, in width from a half to two miles, 
interspersed with beautiful lakes, namely, Stillman, Clifton, Scott and Murray 
lakes, are not surpassed for fertility and productiveness anywhere. Stillman 
lake has its history. I t  received its name from General Stillman, who passed the 
remainder of his days on his farm near by, after having commanded a body of 
troops in the Black Hawk war. In the early days this region was a mecca for the 
hunter and fisherman. The lakes abounded with a fine variety of fish, while 
within the woods roamed deer and small game. Wild turkeys and geese were 
plentiful and often the settlers brought them down with their long flint-lock 
rifles while standing in their cabin doors. It was a veritable paradise, where 
flowed milk and honey, the wild honey being frequently found in the trees. 

Allen L. Fahnestock, in his sketch of this township, as published in McCul- 
loch's history of Peoria county in 1902, gives the following list of early settlers of 
Timber township: "Daniel J. Hinkle, wife and family, of Virginia; Jesse and 
William Egman and families and Thomas Ticknor, of New York, came in 1826; 
William Scott and family, of Kentucky, in 1829; William Duffield and family of 
Virginia, and George Griggs and family, of New York, in 1829; Theodore Vick- 
ers and family; Elijah Preston and family; Timothy Gridley and family; John 
Runnels and family; Jacob McCann and family, from Ohio, came in 1830; Boyce 
Hayes, Isaac Bush, Thomas, John and George Hunt, Charles Fielder, Thomas 
Webb, Elizabeth Duffield and Regina Green and families, of Virginia; John 
Congleton and James Congleton and families, of Kentucky; Jonathan Newman, 
J. Thurman, Alexander Brown and Isaac Preston and families ; Dr. Sealy, William 
Gibbs and son, of New York; John and Thomas Baty and families, all came in 
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1832; John McFadden and family, George Stewart and family; Walter Stewart 
and family, in 1833; Dr. C. A. Buck, H. Partridge, David Spencer and families, 
1834; Rice Smith and family, George Fritt and family, Robert McKay and 
family, 1835; IM. B. Murray and family, and John Shock, of Virginia; S. F. 
Bolinger, of Pennsylvania; Orange Babbitt and family, 1836; Jacob Fahnestock, 
of Pennsylvania; W .  C. Andrews, William Webb, George Clark, Matthew Ellis, 
John Ellis, James O'Connor, K. Palmer, George C. McFadden, Nathan Wells, 
James Hamilton, Nathan Johnston and family, of Kentucky ; Joseph Doll, Jacob 
Doll, T\I. F. Wells, S. F. TJnderwood, S. Clark, Elias Jones, Sr., Elias Jones, Jr., 
Samuel Farmer, Solomon Hootman, David Hootman, William Jones and John 
McFarland, 1837. 

The habits and customs of the settlers were in keeping with the newness of the 
country. Even their food and clothing were very primitive. Most of the latter 
was made from the wool by the women of the household. After the routine work 
of the home was finished the spinning wheel was made to whir and the loom 
rattled and clattered until time to prepare the next meal. Linsey-woolsey was the 
chief adornment for  both men and women, although on rare occasions the head 
of the house had a suit of Kentucky jeans, and the women a calico dress. 

Wild animals and birds were the pests of the early settlers. 'Coons and deer 
robbed the fields at night, while the birds played havoc in them in the daytime. 
These were the days of clearings, when at times great frolics would be had upon 
the occasion of a log rolling. Then all the neighbors came in and assisted one of 
their number to gather the logs that had been cut, into piles, so that they could 
be gotten out of the way for the plow. Salt was scarce and often needed not only 
to cure the meat but to preserve the hides accumulated by the hunters. But all 
these difficulties were met, in one way or another, and the settlers contrived, with- 
out any great effort, to live con~fortably and happily. The Indians were also a 
source of annoyance, many of them still retaining their habitations in the town- 
ship long after the first settlers had gained a foothold. Strenuous methods finally 
had to be adopted by the pioneers to rid themselves of the red man. 

To  give the present generation of farmer boys an idea as to  the primitive 
means of raising a crop, the following excerpt f r o ~ n  Mr. Fahnestock's article 
is here reproduced: "It was under great difficulties that the settlers could raise 
enough to support their families on account of the birds and wild animals. The 
'coons and deer would be in the fields at night and the fowls during the day. 
There was also great difficulty in getting the land cleared of large trees and brush, 
the settlers having nothing but rude tools, such as the ax and grubbing hoe. The 
trees were girdled and left standing until they rotted down and were then rolled 
in heaps and burned. All the neighbors would help at the log rolling and at 
night the log cabin would resound with the music of the old violin and then the 
dance commenced with the Virginia reel, money musk and the French four. The 
little brown jug was passed around and a happier set of people was hard to find. 
Whiskey was cheap at twenty-five cents per gallon, but was not the fighting kind 
we get at the present time. The land was plowed with a wooden moldboard 
plow, having a steel point and share. W e  were compelled to carry a paddle to clean 
the moldboard every few rods. The other farm implements were a shovel 
plow, wooden harrow, rakes and forks, sickle and cradle to reap the grain. The 
wheat was tramped out with horses on the hard ground, then two men with a 
sheet would create a wind and blow out the chaff. The first small mill was 
built of logs by the sons of the widow Green. The small stones would crack the 
corn. By use of horses or oxen it would grind a few bushels a day. The next 
mill was built a t  Utica, Fulton county, on Copperas creek, also Lowe's mill on 
the creek and Hale's mill on Kickapoo creek. The great difficulty was to get a 
good grist ground, as people would go to mill sixty miles away, taking meat and 
corn dodgers along to eat until the grist was ground. People were sometimes 
compelled to live on hotniny and dried pumpltin, meat and sweet milk for a 
week at a time until their grists were ground. Still, for dessert, we had stewed 
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pumpkin and crabapple sauce with honey. During the summer we fared much 
better, having wild fruit of all kinds." 

From 1840 on the township settled up quite rapidly. About this time Samuel 
Bailey built a sawmill at Palmyra, now Kingston mines, disposing of the product 
at Pekin and Peoria. I t  was within this period also that the mine was opened 
at Kingston by Thomas Robinson, the coal being hauled by oxen to the mill for  
fuel. I t  was about 1843 that Samuel Bandy and Solomon A. Glasford arrived 
in the township, and in 1846 A. D. and H. Reed, of Farmington, built a slaughter 
and packing house near Lancaster Landing, where hogs were bought and pre- 
pared for market. They were brought from Galesburg, Farmington, Knoxville, 
Elmwood and Trivoli to the landing and sold for $2 to $2.70 per hundred pounds, 
dressed. In 1851 David McCoolt and family moved to Kingston Mines and ran 
the mines under a lease from J. P. Eddy & Company of St. Louis, and also 
operated a store there. Finally the family moved back to Ohio, whence 
they came. Several of the sons became soldiers and served with distinction 
during the war of the rebellion. The father was killed during the hforgan raid 
through Ohio in 1864. 

There were schools in the township early in its history. A snlall log cabin 
was built at Lancaster and another at Dry Run, where school was taught during 
the winter months. The teachers were Samuel Farmer and a Mr. Weston, who 
received remuneration for their services through subscriptions paid by the parents 
of their pupils, the teacher's salary being partially eked out by "boarding 
round" among his patrons. The books most generally used in those early days 
were the Kew England primer, Pike's arithmetic, Webster's speller and the Old 
Testament. In 1835 section 16, set apart for school purposes, was sold in lots, 
some as low as $1.82 per acre, which the trustees invested. As early as 1837 there 
was a board of school trustees, composed of S. F. Bolinger, Thomas Tickner and 
John (;. klcFadden. The latter was school treasurer. 

1;or many years there was no church building in the community, the old log 
schooll~ouses, cabins of the settlers and their barns being used for religious 
purposes. The ministers, if they may be called such, were con~pelled to  work 
as others to keep the wolf from the door. Their parishioners were generous, 
however, and they were furnished by the hunters with all the meat they desired. 
I t  was a common occurrence to see the settlers getting meat on Sunday, both 
deer and turlteys, for the minister. 

There were no postoffices in those days and Allen Fahnestock carried letters 
on horseback once a week to Peoria, receiving twenty-five cents in trade for each 
trip and a furnished horse. This same Fahnestock, with nine other residents of 
the township, enlisted in Captain May's company at Peoria in 1846 for the Mexi- 
can war, but as the governor had all the troops he needed the boys returned honle 
from Peoria without going to the front. 

VILLAGES 

The town of Glasford was laid out December g, 1868, by Samuel A. Glas- 
ford, a native of Ohio, who came to the county in 1842. I t  is a station on the 
Toledo, Peoria & Western railroad and has a population of 625. I t  is quite a 
stirring little village, with good stores, mills and shops, an elevator, a church and 
schoolhouse. Colonel A. L. Fahnestock, who came to the county in 1837 from 
Adams county, Pennsylvania, located at Lancaster, where in 1856 he engaged in 
the mercantile business. The colonel afterward moved to Glasford and became 
its leading merchant and also held several local offices. H e  was at one time 
treasurer of the county. His Civil war record is a good one. He entered the 
army as captain and was commissioned colonel. T o  him the compiler of this 
history is indebted for many of the facts contained in this article, as  he has 
cluoted quite liberally from ,Mr. Fahnestock's sketch published in McCulloch's 
history of Peoria county in 1902. 
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Lancaster is situated on section 17 and was laid out by Samuel F. Bolinger. 
~t was quite a flourishing little village until the advent of the Toledo, Peoria & 
Western railroad, which took its way through Glasford and left Lancaster in the 

, interior. As a consequence, Glasford profited by the innovation and Lancaster 

i lostkingston Mines was first known as Palmyra. I t  was founded by James 
Monroe and is chiefly noted .as a shipping point for the mines located there, ( ~t has a population, as determined by the census of 1910, of 492. 

I ROSEFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Geographically, Rosefield township is almost in the center of the county. 
Kickapoo township borders it on the east, Logan on the south, Elmwood on the 
west, Jubjlee on the north. Topographically, the surface is broken to quite an 
extent by Kickapoo creek, the two branches of which unite at section 3. How- 
ever, there is a great deal of fertile and highly productive land, both timber and 
prairie. The farms are well cultivated and fenced, and have good buildings, 
many of them of a modern description. The farmers are prosperous and 
progressive. 

Kosefield was separated from other precincts and organized into a townsliip ' in 1850, and on the 2d day of April of that year an election was held, Benjamin 
Brown being chosen moderator and James M. Rogers, clerk. The result of the 
voting, there being about thirty votes cast, was as follows: John Combs, super- 
visor ; James M. Rogers, town clerk ; David Slane, assessor ; Nelson Shephard, 
collector; Edward D. Edwards, Isaac Clayton and Edward Coolidge, highway 

! commissioners; Daniel McVicker, James Sherwood, constables; William W. 
Miller and Ephraim Rynearson, justices. 

I It was sonle time about the latter part of 1831 or forepart of 1832 that the 

1 

first settlers appeared here in the persons of Minnie Rynearson, Casper Yinger, 
John and David Combs, William Nixon and Levi Coolidge. Amos Stevens, who 
afterwards became quite prominent in the history of Peoria county, located at the 
hanlis of the ICickapoo in 1833, where he built a log cabin, and with an ox team 
worlced his prairie land. One of the state roads leading to Knoxville along the 
I(ickapo0 touched this point, whence the hamlets of Southport and New- 
burg were reached. Joseph Bohrer and Benjamin Miller settled in this township 
about the year 1835, among many others who came that year. Mr. Bohrer was 
a Virginian. In  1829 he married Harriet Dawson and with his young bride immi- 
grated to Illinois in the latter part of 1835, settling in this township. Along 
Kicltapoo creek below the forlrs and its mouth, were three grist mills and two 
sawmills. Each of these had a mill dam, which occasioned at times considerable 
contention between their owners as to their respective rights. The commissioners 
under the law had authority to permit such dams to be erected under certain 
conditions and might also assess any damages sustained by other owners. At the 
June term of the commissioners' court a writ was issued in favor of John F. 
Kinney for the erection of a mill and dam on the northeast quarter of section 23, 
and at the July term David Combs applied for a similar writ for the erection 
of a mill dam on the southwest quarter of section 11 ; hence, it was not a matter 
of surprise to their neighbors when they got into a wrangle over their rights in 
the premises. The sheriff, when the case came on, submitted both cases to the 
same jury, which consisted of John Coyle, Stephen Carl, John H. Oliver, Andrew 
Race, I. S.  Van Arsdale, William Stackman, Jacob Bush, W. F. Mulvaney, Adam 
Barfut, Asa Eeal, Samuel Veacock and Eenjamin Kibb. H e  fixed the height of 
KinneyYs dam six feet, six inches from low water mark, determined that Thomas 
Slane, William Nixon, David Combs and Tom Scott were not in danger of 
sustaining any damages by its erection, but that John Combs was liable to sustain 
damages from time to time thereby, and fixed his damages a t  $32.50. The jury 
also found that the neighborhood would not be injuriously affected. The petition 
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of David Combs was granted without any findings. Daniel Combs, however, 
appeared before the court by his attorney, Charles Ballance, and opposed the 
granting of the Kinney petition, stating his reason therefor, first that Kinney had 
no title to the land; second, for informality in t l ~ e  sheriff's return; and third, 
because proper legal notice had not been given. Kinney's counsel was 
N. Powell and upon his motion the sheriff was allowed to amend his return. 
Arguments were heard and action taken in regard to Kinney's petition, 

Coal was early discovered in this locality and is now being mined quite 
extensively, two companies operating on the line of the railroad. The priilcipal 
shipping points are at Edwards, Kramm and Langdon. 

The township is well supplied with schools, it having twelve districts and 
parts of districts, in all of which instruction is given from eight to nine months 
during the school year. The first schoolhouse was built in 1838 on section 8 
and Roswell Smith was the first teacher. A year previous to this, however, a 
subscription school was taught in a private house by #Martha Miller, daughter of 
Benjamin Miller. 

About the time of the completion of the Peoria & Oquawka railroad, now a 
part of the Burlington systen~, Joseph Bohrer and William M. Dodge, of Peoria, 
on April 19, 1856, laid out the village of Oalc Hill on the south half of the south- 
west quarter of section 6. The firm of Tyng & Brotherson, of Peoria, erected a 
warehouse and at once commenced buying grain. However, when the Buda 
branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railroad and the Peoria & Farm- 
ington, now of the Iowa Central system, were built, Oak Hill's trade was greatly 
diminished. The census of 1910 gives the place a population of 81. 

The first church organized in the township was a Methodist. The society 
was formed in 1837 and a place of worship known as Combs' meeting house was 
erected on section 14. I t  has long since gone to decay and has been abandoned. 
For a full history of the Methodist church in this township, see article in this 
volume devoted to that subject. 

TRIVOLI TOWNSHIP 

Geographically, Trivoli township in relation to others in the county is in the 
southwest corner. Its boundaries are as follows: On the south and west is Ful- 
ton county, north is Elmwood township, and east Logan. I t  is well watered 
throughout the whole of its borders by small streams, and the cluality of the soil 
can hardly be surpassed, making for it one of the best townships in the county. 
The land is highly improved, well fenced, residences and outbuildings of the very 
best and a general air of prosperity pervades the whole community. 

Trivoli was organized in 1850, the first election being held on April 2d of that 
year. Hazard Larkins was the chairman and Simeon L. Hunt, clerk of the 
organizing meeting. On motion of David R. Gregory, Eli Wilson was chosen 
moderator and Thomas Johnson, clerk. The election for town officers resulted 
as follows : David R. Gregory, supervisor ; Samuel Wilkinson, town clerk; 
Thomas Ramsey, assessor; Elias Potter, overseer of the poor; Royce Allen, col- 
lector; Joseph Stevens, Jonathan Crane and Melatiah Bourne, highway commis- 
sioners; David R. Gregory and Thomas Ramsey, justices; Royce Allen and 
James Wilson, constables. 

The first settler was Isaac Harkness, who located on the edge of the grove 
on section 4, in 1830. H e  was a Pennsylvanian by nativity and trudged all the 
way from Bradford county, that state, on foot to his new home, where he built 
a cabin and fenced in a small plat of ground, in which he planted a crop of corn. 
The following year found him in the lead mines at Galena, to which place he had 
made his way on foot, and where he worked and earned sufficient money to pay 
his expenses back to Pennsylvania. The same winter he walked to his old home 
and returned to this community the next year with his family, ai-riving on Christ- 
mas day. His only means of transportation was a light wagon, drawn by one 
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horse. Luckily, he found his little habitation unmolested and his corn in the 
same condition, notwithstanding a camp of Indians consisting of twelve families, 
lived only a half mile therefrom. The following. year, in February, 1832, his 
son Henry Harkness was born, the first white chlld whose birth is ascribed to  
this township. Some time later Isaac Harkness' father, a veteran of the Revolu- 
tionary war, joined him and made his home here until his death in 1835. I t  is 
said that soon after his arrival here Mr. Harkness journeyed to Chicago in his 
one-horse wagon and brought back from that embryo city the first barrel of salt 
ever brought into the township. Levi Harkness, Gardner Gilbert and wife, Sam- 
uel Emery, Sr., Melatiah Bourne and Robert McConnell were the arrivals in 
1831. Following them on up to 1835, these settlers set stakes for homes here: 
Samuel Clarlc and wife, Benjamin W. Crane and wife, Elias Wilson and wife, 
James \irickshire, James and Page Hyatt, David R. Gregory and wife, Thomas 
and Joel Lane, John Bird, Curtis Cady and wife, Samuel M. Mack, Samuel Clark, 
George Robinson, Saxton Kellogg, Martin Plathis, Thomas Ramsey, William 
Wilson, John Proctor, Quinton Wilson, the Arteus and Barnes families, and 
Philip and Henry Green; and then the population began to increase rapidly. 

The first schoolho~tse to be built in Trivoli township was of crude logs and 
located on the farm of Isaac Harkness. Its first teacher was Miss Sarah Waters, 
daughter of Isaac Waters, whose sisters, Maria, Sarah and Ruth, all subse- 
quently taught school in this county. In  the southwest portions of the township 
a schooll~ouse was built in 1841, which was presided over by John Carter. I t  
was a frame building and was also used by the Methodists a number of years for  
their meetings. At the present time there are eleven schoolhouses, modern in 
their malie-up, in the township. The one at the village of Trivoli has two rooms 
large enough to accomnlodate eighty pupils. Here the high-school course pre- 
scribed by the state is taught. 

September 19, 1840, Rev. George G. Sill as a missionary, and Rev. Abraham 
D. Wilson, acting as a con~mittee of the Classis of Illinois, organized a church 
with ten members, which for a time was known as the Protestant Dutch church 
of Copperas. On November 25, 1844, when a postoffice was located at that 
point and named Brunswick, the name of the church was changed to Brunswick. 
Thomas Ramsey and George Wells were the first ruling elders. The church was 
received into the Presbytery of Peoria, October 26, 1848, and has since been 
known as a Presbyterian church. Rev. D. F. McFarIand was the first pastor. 
Located on the southeast quarter of section 25 is an Evangelical Lutheran church, 
which was organized May 27, 1855, with seventeen members. Rev. James Scherer 
was the first pastor, Henry Frank the first elder, and Patrick Gilbreath, the first 
deacon. The church numbers about sixty members. The Methodist churches of 
the township are spoken of in the chapter under that title. 

VILLAGES 

There have been several villages laid out in the township, only one of which 
has survived. March 25, 1836, Eli Wilcox, Edson Harkness and Benjamin 
Newel1 laid out a town plat on the southwest quarter of section 5 and northwest 
quarter of section 8, which they named Harkness. For some time it was quite 
an important station on the stage route from Peoria to Monmouth but it has so 
dwindled into insignificance as not to be especially mentioned as a separate entity 
in the census reports. 

April I I ,  1836, Henry F. Coulter laid out the village of Wheeling on the north- 
east quarter of section g on the road leading from Peoria to the Knox county 
line. I t  now has no place upon the map. On April 28, 1836, Isaac Underwood, 
of Peoria, laid out lots for a village on the southeast quarter of section 8 and the 
southwest quarter of section 9 on the road from Peoria to the Mississippi river. 
This embryo village was given the name of Caledonia and the ostensible reason 
for the money and trouble expended in creating these towns was the possible 
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building of the Peoria & Warsaw railroad through their borders. The anticipa- 
tions of their projectors, however, were never realized. 

Aurora was another village contemplated by its ambitious promoter, Robert 
McKay, who laid it out on the northwest quarter of section 27, August 24, 1836. 
I t  is not at all improbable that this village was started in the expectation of the 
railroad being projected through that portion of the township. 

The village of Cramer is a shipping point and station on the Iowa Central 
railroad, which sprang up after the advent of that line of transportation. 

Trivoli, the only village to survive of the many others projected, has not 
a recorded plat but it is presumed that it was laid out some time previous to tlie 
founding of the Trivoli Social Library, which was organized in 1839. The town 
was first built along the Farmington road but since the location of the Iowa 
Central railroad the principal places of business have been located nearer the 
station. There are three retail stores of a general character, an agricultural 
implement concern, elevator and blacksmith shop. The population in 1910 was 
I 16. The history of the churches is given in another part of this work. 

KICKAPOO TOWNSHIP 

This township, g north, 8 east, is centrally located, and although somewhat 
broken by the Kickapoo creek and its branches, is well adapted to agriculture. 
It derives its name from the creek of that name which flows through it from 
west to east. This creek has had a variety of names. It  seems to have been known 
to the English, when the country belonged to them, by the name of Cartineaux, 
to the early French by the name of de Arescy, or Arcoury, to the later French 
by the name of Corteneau and Gatinan, which latter was probably a corruption; 
also by the name of Maillet's river, but by the Indians it was called the Kickapoo, 
which is their name for the Red Bud or J~tdas tree, which grew in great abundance 
along its banks. This stream was considered of inestimable value to tlTe early 
settlers on account of the water power it afforded. The water power was utilized 
at a very early day in the history of the township. 

~ ~ I I L E ' S  MILL. 

In 1834 William Hale visited the Kickapoo valley, and being well pleased with 
the outlook, selected a site on the northeast quarter of section 35. Returning 
home to Oswego county, New York, he resigned the office of sheriff which he 
then held, and returned again to Illinois in the spring of 1835, accompanied by 
George Greenwood, John Easton and Waldo Hughes. John L. Wakefield, for- 
merly of Radnor township, had arrived early in the year 1834, and in the autumn 
of the same year Francis and George 0. Kingsley had arrived, also John Coyle 
and Israel Pinckney. The Kingsleys were from Vermont and Mr. Pinckney was 
from New York city. H e  built his cabin on the southeast quarter of section 12. 
Samuel Dimon came from Connecticut in 1838 and settled on section 10, where 
he resided until his death. Joseph Vorhees came in 1839 and Gideon Thomas 
came in 1844 and settled on a farm a short distance east of the Kickapoo village. 

Upon his arrival William Hale, who had a brother, Asahel, erected a sawmill 
on the mill site he had selected the year before. I t  appears that at some date 
prior to December, 1835, the Hale brothers had obtained from the county com- 
missioners' court a writ for the assessment of damages for the erection of a 
mill dam on the quarter selected, which writ was returned at the December tern1 
of that year. The jury reported that they had been sworn by the coroner, there 
being no sheriff in the county; that they had been upon the land and, having 
viewed the site and the land above and below it, were of the opinion that Francis 
P. Kingsley and George 0 .  Kjngsley would sustain damages to the amount of 
$5,000; that they had located and set apart three acres of land beginning on the 
east side of the Kickapoo river on the line dividing sections 35 and 26, thence to 
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the center of the river, taking three rods from said center east and west on both 
sides of the center of said river following up the stream eighty rods ; that no other 
persons would sustain any damage; that no dwelling house, outhouse, garden or 
orchard would be overflowed, and that the health of the neighborhood would not 
be injuriously affected by said overflowing; said claims being made upon the pre- 
sumption that the said dam should not be built more than ten feet high above 
the bed of the stream. This return dated October 8, 1835, is signed by Horace 
P. Johnson, foreman, Thomas P. Phillips, Israel B. Tucker, Henry G. McComsay, 
S. i~. Stanton, Reuben Carley, Thomas Hardesty, Chris Hamlin, Isaac Under- 
hill, Robert Cline, John Donnelson and Fitch Meacham, jurors. The prayer of 
the petitioners was granted and they were permitted to build their dam on pay- 
ment of the damages. 

The erection of the mill was then proceeded with and in the spring of 1836 
they had a "raising." Mr. Hale, during that summer brought his family by wagon 
froin Albany, New York, and having procured the necessary machinery in the 
east, the mill was completed and set to running in the spring of 1837. It  was 
finished in splendid style, the interior being finished equal to good cabinet furni- . 
ture. It immediately gained an immense custom, being visited by settlers from a 
distance of thirty or more miles in every direction. I t  seems that both Asahel 
Hale and George Greenwood had joint interests in it with JVilliam Hale, and it 
was litlown as Hale & Greenwood's Mill. 

On July 23, 1836, before this mill was completed and doubtless in view of 
the numbers of people that would be attracted there, as well as from the fact that 
coal mines were then beginning to be operated on the adjoining land, Norman 
H. Purple and Andrew ,M. Hunt laid out a village of seventeen blocks, with 
Washington square in the center, on the east half of the northwest quarter of sec- 
tion 35, which they named Hudson. This proposed village was very near the 
mill and only a short distance from the present village of Pottstown. On the 
recorded plat of the road to Knoxville, another road from Jones' to Hale & 
Greenwood's mill, the mill itself and the location of extensive coal mines in the 
i~nmediate vicinity plainly appear. 

Mr. Hale being a devoted Ilethodist, donated a tract of land for buriai, religi- 
ous and school purposes and erected thereon a small house. Rev. Stephen R. 
Reggs was one of the first ministers to visit the place. He held services there and 
organized a Methodist congregation which flourished for a number of years and 
is said to have had at one time one hundred and fifty members, but many years 
ago it became extinct., 

The water supply having in a measure failed, steam power was introduced 
about 1848. Mr. Hale continued to own and control the mill until the time of his 
death, which occurred in 1859. The mill was subsequently converted into a 
distillery, which was destroyed by fire in 1867. 

POTTSTOW N 

The coal mining interests in the immediate neighborhood of Hale's mill caused 
a large number of miners to become domiciled there. Samuel Potts was one of 
the principal operators and the settlement in course of time came to be known as 
Pottstown. September 30, 1889, Mrs. Ann Potts, widow of Samuel Potts, laid 
out a plat on part of the west half of the northwest quarter of section 36. which 
has since then become a lively village of miners. A few years ago the Presby- 
terians established a church there and erected a comfortable house of worship. 
It  still maintains a feeble existence but it has recently been greatly weakened by 
dismissals to other churches. 

KICKAPOO 

This town can boast of as great an age as almost any other in the county. I t  
was laid out by John Coyle, July 3, 1836, on the southwest quarter of section 6. 
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I t  occupied an eight-acre tract and had a public square in the center. The first 
house was erected by Mr. Judkins on the site of the old Kickapoo house. It  was at 
first used as a store but additions were made and it was converted into a hotel, in 
which capacity it continued to be used for  many years. As the village was on the 
great stage route from Peoria to the west, a large amount of travel passed through 
it, and as this was the first stopping place west of Peoria, the hotel became well 
known to travelers and did a flourishing business. The village was also the place 
where political conventions were held until the coming in of the railroads, as it 
was the nearest village to the center of the county. The last convention held there 
was probably the democratic convention of 1856, when the Peoria delegates 
were taken by rail on flat cars to Edwards and thence by farm wagons to the 
village. The railroad was then finished only to that point and passenger coaches 
had not yet been introduced. Until that time and for some years later, the village 
enjoyed a large country trade but it has become greatly diminished. There 
are now two retail stores of general merchandise, an agricultural implement con- 
cern and two blacksmith shops. 

CHURCI-IES 

There are four churches in the village--Baptist, Methodist, German Catholic 
and Iris11 Catholic. I t  is doubtless true that the Irish Catholic church is one of 
the oldest in the county, the precise date of its organization, or of the erection 
of its 'first chapel, not having been ascertained. I t  is said upon good authority 
that in the '30s Black Partridge (now Lourdes, in Woodford county) and Kick- 
apoo were more important places in the Catholic church than Peoria. In those 
early days the priest 011 Christmas morning said mass at the stroke of twelve in 
Kickapoo, then hurrying on to Peoria offered up the Holy Sacrifice as the sun 
was rising, only to take the road once more and to finish his day's labor with a 
third mass about noon a t  Black Partridge. I t  is said the present chapel was 
erected in 1835, but this is not certain. 

Episcopal church (now extinct). This village being in the immediate vicinity 
of Jubilee, the residence of Bishop Chase and the headquarters of the Episcopal 
church in Illinois, many of that denomination settled in this vicinity. They 
erected a house of worship in 1845, which continued in their possession until 
1860, when it was partially destroyed by fire and never afterwards occupied by 
that denomination. 

The German Catholic church. In 1861 the German Catholics bought the 
grounds and the standing walls of the Episcopal church edifice for $324, and at 
once commenced to reconstruct the building. Father Fronenhofer was priest 
at the time and under his management the same was completed in the fall of 1862, 
at a cost of $842. In  1869 an addition was made to the building at a cost of 
$1,725. Adjoining the church is a parsonage, erected in 1876, a t  a cost, including 
the lot, of $3,000. Rev. Father Stower is pastor of both Catholic churches. 

The Baptist congregation was organized March 29, 1851, by Rev. Henry G. 
Weston, of Peoria, who preached a sermon on that occasion. Services had been 
held a t  several places in the vicinity for some time, as  there were many of that 
faith settled near the village. The charter members were !Moses Smith, Evan 
Evans and wife, Thomas Fallyn and wife, Anthony Fallyn and wife, Joseph 
Fallyn, George H. Frye and wife, George W. Weston and wife, Elizabeth Bell 
and Fanny Huxtable. A church was built in 1854. 

EDWARDS STATION 

This village is on the extreme western boundary of the township where the 
state road crosses from the east side to the west side of the Kickapoo creek. 
I t  has always been considered an important point from the year 1836, when 
George Berry petitioned the county con~missioners' court for permission to erect 
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a mill dam on the northeast quarter of section 30. When the railroad was finished 
to that point it became and continued to be the principal shipping point until 
Oak Hill was reached. I t  has ever since been a place where considerable local 
trade has been carried on.' Extensive coal mines are worked in the immediate 

which fact has been the occasion of the growth of a miners' village at  
this po~nt. The first settler at the place where the station was afterwards located 
was Isaac Jones, who died in 1840. The next was Conrad Beck in 1861. E. D. 
Edwards opened the first store in 1851 and two years later built a steam flouring 
mill, which was successfully operated for three or four years, when it was de- 
stroyed by fire. I t  has never been rebuilt. 

COAL MINING 

Coal mines had been opened near Hale's mill as early as 1838, but they do 
not seem to have been operated extensively until 1849 or 1850, when Jacob Darst, 
of Peoria, began "stripping," which he continued for about five years. He  then 
sold some bluff land to Frederick Ruprecht and John Woolenscraft, who com- 
menced "drifting" into the hillside. In 1851 Ruprecht sold out to his partners 
who continued to operate the mines for about two years, when he sold to Ander- 
son Grimes and Judge Thomas Bryant, of Peoria, who in turn sold to Samuel 
Potts. Mr. Potts became a very large operator and continued to carry on the 

1 business during the remainder of his life. Other mines have for many years 
I been carried on in the same vicinity and between that and Edwards Station. 

In 1860 Dr. Justin H. Wilkinson commenced buying coal lands near Edwards 
Station and continued to make purchases in Rosefield, as well as in Kickapoo, 

I until at one time he owned ibout one thousand acres. In December, 1876, he 
associated himself with Isaac Wantling, an experienced miner, and together they 
developed very extensive mines. These two points, Pottstown and Edwards, 

) have in years become two of the most important mining points in the county. 

1 SCHOOLS 

Prior to the adoption of the free school system there were very few public 
schools in the township. In  1840 Samuel Dimon, who had come to the township 
in 1838, hauled the logs for the first schoolhouse in what is now district No. I. 
It was situated on the northeast quarter of section 11, where the present school- 
house now stands. In that house Miss Harriet Hitchcock is believed to have 
been the first teacher. Samuel Dimon afterwards taught there for two or three 
terms. Prior to 1851 there was a schooIhouse some distance west of Hale's 
mill known as the Kingsley schoolhouse, but it is not known when or by whom 
it was built. In 1851 Miss Sarah Smith taught the first school at Hale's mill, 
occupying a cooper shop for a schoolhouse. The school now located at Potts- 
town is known as No. 4. 

The first schoolhouse in district No. 5 was located on the northwest quarter 
of section 9. It was a frame building, erected in the spring of 1851, at a cost 
of $260. The first school taught there was by H. Gregory, commencing in the 
fall of that year. This schoolhouse was replaced in 1877 by a modern frame 
house which cost $570. 

The first schoolhouse in district No. 6 was erected on the southeast quarter 
of section 16, in August, 1860. I t  was a frame building, costing $300. School 
was commenced there in the fall of 1860 by a teacher named H. ,M. Behymer. 

The first schoolhouse in district No. 7 was erected in the summer of 1867 
on the northeast quarter of section 33. Miss H. Pritchard was the first teacher 
there. She commenced in the winter of that year. 

The first schoolhouse in district No. 8 was erected in the summer of 1867 
on the northwest quarter of section 13, at  a cost of $528. The first school was 
taught there in the winter of that year by Miss Hattie C. Hennison. The Town- 
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ship is now well supplied with schoolhouses of modern style and the schools 
are in a prosperous condition. 

The Patrons of Husbandry a t  one time had a stronghold in this township, 
there having been two granges, No. 446 or South Kickapoo, now extinct, and 
Orange, having a grange hall on the northeast quarter of section 11. It  is one 
of the seven yet surviving in the county. 

CHILLICOTHE TOIVNSHIP 

This township is the only one that lies in range g east of the fourth principal 
meridian. I t  is composed of two fractional congressional townships, 10 north, 
g east, and 11 north, 9 east, the first named being a very small fraction. The 
northeast corner of this township is the northeast corner of the county, its 
northern boundary being the south line of Marshall county, its eastern and 
southeastern boundaries being the Illinois river, which separates it from Wood- 
ford county. 

Could the early history of this township be written it would doubtless prove 
little less interesting than that of Peoria. I t  was here the eyes of Joliet and 
1,Iarquette last rested upon the soil of Peoria county, and here LaSalle and his 
companions first entered Lake Piiniteoui. We can well imagine all the cele- 
brated voyageurs and missionaries to have camped here in their voyages up and 
down the river, and to have established mission stations or  trading posts within 
its borders. Here also dwelt Gomo and Senachwine, two chiefs of the Potta- 
wottomies. I t  was in this townsl~ip Captain William Levering visited Gomo in 
the year 1811 and slept in his cabin just before the great council at Peoria. It 
was doubtless at the Indian village between Rome'and Chillicothe he halted and 
was obliged to engage a new crew to complete his journey. Into this township 
the Indians of Black Partridge's village fled when the village was attacked and 
destroyed by Governor Edwards in 1812. I t  was here that General Howard 
halted his army of nearly ~ , o o o  men in his march against the Indians of Gomo's 
tribe in 1813, and it was from this point they returned to Peoria to assist in the 
building of Fort Clark. All these events, however, occurred long before the 
modern history of the township began. 

LaSalle Prairie, a portion of which lies in this township, is about ten miles 
long from three to four miles wide, and is one of the most fertile spots in the 
country. This fact, coupled with its nearness to the river, as well as to the 
timber land surrounding it, early attracted an  enterprising and industrious com- 
munity of farmers. In  fact it was regarded as one of the centers of population, 
so that in the assessment of property those living there were designated as resi- 
dents of LaSalle Prairie, the same as were those of Farm Creek, Ten Mile Creek, 
Mackinaw and other places. In 1837 it had obtained a pIace and name in the 
Gazetteers of the day and the settlement is said to have contained one hundred 
families. I t  also gave its name to election precincts and school districts. This 
'community furnished a goodly number of public officers and other public-spirited 
men who did much toward the organization and development of the county. I t  
was here the "Farmers Exporting Company" was formed. At an early day 
also a state road was laid out from a point on the Galena road near Mossville, 
thence along the river through Rome and the village of Chillicothe to points 
farther north, which became part of the stage route from Peoria to Chicago. 
The northern part of the township which was originally timber land has been 
cleared and now contains many fine farms. 

The Senachwine creek is the largest stream in the northern part of the 
county flowing into the Illinois river. I t  divides the township into two nearly 
equal portions. I t  derived its name from Senachwine, the last chief of the 
Pottawottomies in this section whose village was located on its banks. In an 
early day the flow of water was much greater than a t  present, affording, as it 
did, water power for the driving of both grist and sawmills. Although it is said 
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that William Moffitt had a mill in this township as early as 1834, yet it appears 
that March 7, 1836, William and Jeremiah Moffitt petitioned the county com- 
missioners' court for a writ for the assessment of such damages as might be 
occasioned by the erection of a mill dam on the northwest quarter of section 18. 
On the same day Ashbel llllerrill obtained a similar writ for the erection of a 
mill dam on the northwest quarter of section 17. At the April term, 1836, the 
writ in favor of Ashbel Merrill was returned, allowing Henry Pepper $50 dain- 
ages caused to his land by the erection of the dam. The return to Moffitt's writ 
found the dam to be upon their own land and no injury would be caused to the 
neighborhood. The Moffitt mill was a grist mill, much resorted to by people 
for many miles around. I t  had probably no competitor nearer than Rochester 
on Spoon river and the mills on the Kickapoo near Peoria. Merrill's mill is said 
to have been a sawmill located about one-half mile lower down the stream than 
Moffitts'. 

About this time or a little later there were three rival villages in what is now 
Chillicothe township-Rome, Allentown and the village of Chillicothe, the first 
having twenty-five houses, the second three, and the third thirty houses. There 
is no plat of Allentown on record but the ferry licenses granted to George Allen 
in the year 1832 locate it on the southeast quarter of section 29, township 11 
north, range g east. 

The first attempt to locate a village upon the present site of the city of 
Chillicothe was made by Samuel T. RlcKean, who on November 28, 1834, caused 
a plat to be surveyed by Charles Ballance, county surveyor, on the southwest 
quarter of section 21, and the northwest quarter of section 28. I t  consisted of 
four entire bloclcs and four extra lots, which were doubtless intended to be 
included in a subsequent plat. I t  was acknowledged December 18, 1834, before 
Andrew M. Hunt, justice of the peace. 

June 6, 1838, Harrison H. Jamison and Joseph Hart platted a village on the 
southwest quarter of section 21, and the southeast quarter of section 20, cover- 
ing a much larger territory, which they named Chillicothe, apparently ignoring 
the former plat, and possibly including it in this. The streets were 66 feet wide, 
alleys 18, lots 66x166 feet. 

October 21, 1836, James T .  Temple and Harrison H. Jamison laid out an 
addition to Chillicothe which they named Temple & Jamison's addition. I t  was 
located on the northwest quarter of section 28 on the river. I t  was of an ir- 
regular shape, consisting of three fractional blocks on the river, three full blocks 
and two other fractions. Several other additions have since then been annexed 
but these were the original plats of the city. 

December 24, 1832, Jefferson Taliafero placed upon the records of deeds in 
the recorder's office of Peoria county, a plat of the village of Rome. I t  con- 
sisted of twenty-three blocks and a public square, but not being accompanied 
with any survey or dedication, its location cannot be definitely fixed. But that 
it was the original plat of the village of Rome cannot be doubted. It  is one of 
the very earliest village plats recorded in Peoria county, it being contempo- 
raneous with the first plat of what is now Mill's addition to the city of Peoria. 
The streets running parallel with the river were named Front, Second, Third, 
and Fourth, while the ones running at right angles to those mentioned bore 
the distinguished names of Caesar, Pompey, Anthony, Octavius, Cato, Cicero and 
Erutus. 

October 10, 1835, Isaac Underhill laid out a village which he also named 
Rome, which may have covered the territory occupied by the former one, but 
inasmuch as the land is not specifically described this must rest upon conjecture. 
I t  consisted of forty-four blocks and a public square, ten lots of S Z $ . X I ~ Z  feet 
to a block. As already seen, Rome was a dangerous rival of Chillicothe and is 
said to have been at one time an aspirant for the location of the county seat. 

June 20, 1837, Samuel Bell laid out a village plat named LaSalle, on the 
northeast quarter of section 32, surveyed by John McFadden, deputy of Thomas 
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Phillips, county surveyor. The tract is a fractional one containing about seventy- 
five acres, of which about sixty-four acres were embraced in the plat. Little is 
known of this village, if in fact, it ever had any existence. I t  was vacated March 
6, 1849, by Hiram Cleveland, who was then owner of all the lots. 

I n  1840 ,Mr. Underhill began the cultivation of his farm at Rome by the 
breaking up of two hundred acres, to which were added five hundred acres more 1 
the following year. I t  subsequently grew to twenty-two hundred, which was 
doubtless the largest farm in the county. In  the fall of 1841 he sowed three 
hundred acres in winter wheat, from which he had an excellent crop, harvested 

I 
with the old-fashioned cradle, and sold at thirty-two cents per bushel, the highest 
market price of that year. The next year he put one thousand acres into winter 

I 
wheat, which was so badly winter killed lie did not harvest one bushel. In 1846 
he set out on his land at Rome ten thousand grafted apple trees and six thousand 
peach trees which he cultivated for seven years. April I, 1853, he sold his farm 
to Dr. Ela H .  Clapp and a Mr. Butler for $40,000. 

While extending his farm at Rome, Mr. Underhill had a house built to run 
on wheels, somewhat similar in construction to a sleeping car. It was drawn by 
oxen to different parts of the farm, which consisted wholly of a smooth prairie. 
H e  had about twenty yoke of oxen, used in breaking the sod. H e  had thirty- 
five families of renters, among whom was a preacher who got free of rent all 
the land he could till in consideration of his preaching to the tenants on Sunday. 
Another was a fiddler who furnished the music for the balls that were frequent 
occurrences at the Rome Hotel during the winter season, on which occasions Mr. 
Underhill would be a frequent guest. 

After the completion of the Peoria and Bureau Valley railroad, of which 
Mr. Underhill was president, a controversy sprang up between it and the city 
of Peoria in regard to the use of the streets or some other terminal privileges to 
connect with the steamboat landing, in consequence of which Rome was for a 
time made the head of navigation as to all freights going by rail and river. A 
spur track was built to connect'the main track with the river and a large ware- 
house was erected on the river bank (there being a good landing at that point) 
through which all freight to and from the boats and the railroad were passed, 
thus avoiding the complications at Peoria. Rome has, however, not grown much 
in population, it being a t  the present day but little larger than it was sixty 
years ago. The Rome fraction constitutes a school district by itself, having a 
good schoolhouse, in which a good school islmaintained. 

Prior to township organization that portion of territory known as township 
11 north, range 9 east, constituted an election precinct by the tname of Senach- 
wine. When the reorganization took place, the fraction lcnown as township 
10 north, range 9 east, was attached andithe name of Chillicothe was given to the 
newly formed township. 

Prior to 1830 there were a few settlers in what is now Chillicothe township. 
h4ahlon Lupton and John Hammett with his family had settled north of the 
creek on section 9, as early as 1830. The first cabin erected on the site of Chilli- 
cothe was that of Jefferson Hickson, a blacksmith, on the bank of1 the river, near 
which he also erected. his shop. The second was that of Edwin L. Jones, who 
was the pioneer ,merchant of the place. His store occupied one room of the cabin 
in which he lived. H e  was the first justice of the peace and was a man of prom- 
inence in the county, he having also served fortsome years as a member of the 
county commissioners' court. In 1838 a Mr. Lehart erected a small frame house 
of one room which his family occupied whilethe kept store in a cabin on Water 
street. 

The  first tavern was o~enedt ' in 1835 by James M. Brown, which was called 
the Dunlap House. I t  was a one and a half story house situated on First street, 
but the name was subsequently changed to the AmericaniHouse. I t  was kept 
by William Dunlap for-about five years, during which time it was the stopping 
place for stages to and from Chicago. (The next is said to have been the Illinois, 
subsequently changed to the Buckeye. 
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The Transit Hotel was erected about 1850. Thomas Kitts was the first pro- 
pietor. I t  is at present operated by J. H. Humes. The Union Hotel was 
erected about 1865 by 0. G. Wood and was at first called Wood's Hotel. I t  was 
subsequently changed to the Commercial and later to Union Hotel. D. McKeel 
is the present proprietor. 

The Chillicothe House was a frame building containing ten to fifteen rooms, 
erected and kept for some years by John Hayes. I t  was destroyed by fire in 1873. 1 From its position on the river and its proximity to  the fertile lands in the I northern part of Peoria and the southern part of Marshall counties, Chillicothe 
has from an early day been a prominent market for grain, pork and other prod- 
ucts of the farm. This trade was also enhanced by the running of a ferry to 
the opposite shore, which enabled it to command the custom from a large portion 
of Woodford county, as well as from that portion of Marshall county lying east 
of the river. Of  such importance was this trade considered that on March 4, 
1867, a charter was obtained from the legislature for the Chillicothe Ferry Road 
and Bridge Company, with power to establish and run a ferry, to build a bridge. 
to make roads approaching the same on both sides of the river and to purchase 
or condemn lands for  that purpose, these rights to be exclusive for a distance 
of three miles alocg the river. The company had a capital of $30,000. I t  es- 

1 tablished the ferry, constructed the road across the bottom lands on the easterly 
side of the river and has been operating the same ever since. 

I John A. JJoffitt built the first grain warehouse on the river bank in 1847, the 
trade at that time being confined to the river. Henry Truitt erected a grain 
warehouse about the year 1853, and in company with Samuel C. Jack started the 
first extensive business in grain. This firm and its successors have done a very 
large and'  flourishing business for many years. Soon after the completion of 
the Peoria and Bureau Valley railroad, its lessee, the Chicago & Rock Island 
Company, erected an elevator at the depot, which was consumed by fire in 1864. 
It was rebuilt and an elevator has ever since been maintained at that point for  
the shipment of grain. I t  is at present operated by the Chillicothe Grain Com- 
pany. An extensive business in milling was formerly carried 011, but unfor- 
tunately, one of the finest mills, that of Wood & Hosmer, was destroyed by fire 
in 1869. The year before that event, the Farmers' Mill, with a capacity of grind- 
ing fifty barrels of flour per day, had been erected by Adam Petry and A. C. 
Thomas. The River elevator, or Old Star elevator, which had been lying idle 
for many years, is now operated by the Turner, Hudnut Company, of Pekin, 
Illinois, ~ v h o  do their shipping entirely by the river, as there are no railroad 
tracks reaching it. 

Prior to 1873 Chillicothe had been governed as a village by a board of trus- 
tees. In April of that year it adopted a city government and elected Henry 
Hosmer, mayor; William McLean, Levi Booth, Joseph Bailey, William H. Bar- 
bour and Richard Hughes, aldermen. It now has a population of about 1,850 
and contains the number and variety of business houses usually found in cities 
of its size; among which may be mentioned several dry-goods, grocery, drug and 
hardware stores, establishments for the sale of farm machinery and furniture, 
graitl elevators, lumberyards, etc. 

There are two banks. The first, that of Truitt, IMatthews & Company, was 
organized in 1868 by Henry Truitt and Samuel C. Jack. Later the firm was com- 
posed of Henry Truitt, P. T. Matthews, Harvey Holman and A. D. Sawyer. 
Tht present proprietors are Henry Truitt, P. T. Matthew, - Mead and Rollin 
H. Truitt. It  has a capital stock of $40,000, surplus, $30,000. Frank L. Wilmot 
is cashier. 

The First National Bank was organized December 10, 1900, with a capit31 
of $25,000. B. F. Zinzer being president, Ira D. Buck, vice president, and Eugene 
Moffitt, cashier. The present cashier is L. R. Phillips. Its stockholders are 
among the most prosperous business men of Peoria, Pekin, Washington and 
Chillicothe. February 10, 1902, its resources were $111,778, and its deposits, 



300 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

There are two weekly newspapers, the Chillicothe Bulletin and the Chilli- 1 
cothe Enquirer, the first started July 4, 1883, by the present proprietor, Frank I 
W. Bailey, the second in 1891 by Messrs. Day & Bates. The present proprietor ' 
of the latter is H .  A. Bates, one of the founders of the paper. 

The city is supplied with telephone service by The Peoples Telephone Corn- i 
pany, of which B. F. Zinzer is president, and E. ~Moffitt is secretary and treas- 1 
urer. The company was organized in 1891. I t  now has one hundred and fifty 
'phones in operation. I t  furnishes country service in Peoria county and cable 
service across the river connecting with lines in IVoodford, McLean, Marshall 
and Tazewell counties. 

The Baptists were the first to hold religious meetings in Chillicothe, probably 
under the direction of Elder Gersham Silliman as early as 1837. In the spring 
of 1838 they organized the Baptist church with the following members: Peter 
Temple and wife, James H. Temple and wife, James Hamxnett and his wife and 
mother. Elder Silliman ministered to the people for a short time, when Alex- 
ander Rider, a Scotch clergyman, became pastor and remained for two years. 
In the same year James H. Temple started a Sunday school which was held at 
the residence of the members. The church was then without a pastor for  several 
years, there being occasional preaching from time to time. In 1850, Elder C. D. 
Merritt began preaching semi-monthly and a reorganization took place with 
fifteen members. Elder Thomas Bodley became the first pastor in 1850 and 
was succeeded in 1851 by Rev. C. D. Merritt. Through a revival of that year 
the congregation increased its membership to ninety-two, and in 1851 and 1852 
it erected a comfortable briclc house of worship, with a seating capacity of 400. 
By 1857 the congregation had increased its membership to 102. The church 
then suffered a great decline for some years and its church building was sold 
for  debt, but through the exertions of its members, aided by the citizens, it was 
redeemed and from that time took on new life. In 1866 the building was re- 
paired at an expense of $goo, and on the 2d of December of that year was re- 
dedicated. From that time until now it has been one of the perinanent churcl~es 
of the city. It  is located on the corner of South Second and Elm streets. It 
maintains a Sunday school of about fifty in average attendance, George H. 
Sanders being superintendent. 

REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCI-I k 
This church is in one sense the successor of St. John's parish of the Protestant 

Episcopal church, which was organized about 1865. The first rector was Rev. 
Dr. Chamberlain, under whose pastorate a church building was erected, which 
was used for several years. H e  was succeeded for a short time by Rev. Russell 
and he by Rev. Johnson. 

October 25, 1874, Rev. J. P. Davis, as missionary of the Reformed Episcopal 
church commenced holding services in the church, it having been for some time 
vacant. September 12, 1875, by vote of the members, the parish severed its 
ecclesiastical connection with the Protestant Episcopal church and united with 
the Reformed Episcopal denomination, it still retaining the name of St. John's 
parish. About 1880 the church building was sold and a new one was erected 
a t  a cost of about $2,000. This was also sold to the Roman Catholics and in 
1890 the present building was erected at a cost of $4,000. The first official 
hoard under the new organization was composed of Solomon Stowell, Stephen 
Martin and Elias Butz. 

Rev. Jesse P. Davis was rector from 1874-84; Frederick Walton, 1885-88; 
13. L. Gregg, 1888-89; G. Stroud Vail, 1890-93; E. H. Huston, 1894-98; Frank 
V. C. Cloak, 1899, to the present time. There is a Sunday school with 56 mem- 
bers. 
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i PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

I This society was organized August 12, 18g1, with nineteen members. The 
first pastor was Rev. Elbert G. Collins, who served from 1892-1900, and in the 
latter year the present pastor, Rev. J. Charles Evans, assumed charge. The 
church building, located at the southeast corner of Fourth and Pine streets, 

I 
was erected in 1892, and dedicated February 19, 1893, at a cost of $1,500. 

I SCHOOLS 

Chillicothe has always occupied an advanced position in regard to her public 
schools. The first school taught in the village was in the winter of 1838-9, in 
a log cabin. In 1845 a frame schoolhouse of one room was erected on the public 
square. This served its purpose until the adoption of the free school system in 
185j. As soon as public funds could be raised by taxation, a commodious briclc 
building, 30x56 feet, and two stories high, containing four rooms, was erected and 
supplied with all up-to-date furniture and equipments. I t  was erected in 1856. 

The authorities were greatly encouraged and stimulated into activity by the 
holding of the Peoria County Teachers' Institute in their new school building in 
October, 1856. During its session night meetings with public lectures were held 
in one of the churches. In 1870 it became necessary to enlarge the building, 

( which was done by adding two school rooms, two recitation rooms and a hall. 
' The exterior of the building was also greatly improved and beautified. I t  was 

located on the corner of Elm and Fourth streets and when first erected cost 
$4,000. The additions and improvements cost about $6,000 additional. This 
building was destroyed by fire in 1890, and in the following year a new one con- 

I taining thirteen rooms was erected on North Sixth street between Cedar and 
Chestnut. I t  accon~modates about 500 pupils and has twelve teachers. 

i JUBILEE TOWKSHIP 

In the second tier of townships is Jubilee, which has for its northern boundary 
the township of Princeville. On the east is Radnor, the south, Rosefield, and 
the west, Brimfield. The first settlers to locate and acquire permanent homes 
came in 1835, about fifteen years before the adoption of township organization. 
settling in or near what is now the west part of the township and at neighboring 
distance from the little hamlet of Charleston, now the village of Brimfield. A 
few others scattered themselves on the east side in anticipation of a college 
being founded by Bishop Chase. The first settlers who came from 1835 to 1840 
appeared to be of three classes. First, those who possessed a little money and 
wished to begin life and homes where property would appreciatk in value with 
time and improvement; others, having failed in business, or a t  their first start 
in life for thenlselves in the older parts of the country, came to a new one to 
begin life and fortune again. A few of a third class were hunters and frontiers- 
men, who keep in advance of civilization, when game becomes scarce and neigh- 
bors too near their door, sell out and move farther on. 

Jubilee township has as great a variety of land and as many natural resources 
as any part of the county. There are a few sections of prairie land scattered in 
with what is rather a rough and broken township. Several tributaries of the 
Kickapoo creek have their source in and pass through the township; also the 
east branch crosses the southeast corner and joins the main stream near the south 
line. A few white oaks, black oaks, bur oaks and red oak trees, also several 
varieties of hickory, were scattered over the bluffs and points at that time called 
by the settlers Oak Opening, skirting the streams, and on the bottoms were a 
large variety of forest, the oaks, black and white, walnut, sycamore, cottonwood, 
maples, both hard and soft, and varieties of willow. As the timber on the up- 
land was scattered and in small groves, that on the bottoms and along the streams 
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much below the general level, the view of the country was nearly unobstructed 
and presented to the observer a pleasing sight. 

Shrubs and small fruits were found on the open, also some varieties of 
berries, surpassing in sweetness and flavor those of the cultivated kind, grew in 
the thickets of the timber. Many varieties of grasses covered the ground, 
furnishing food and sustaining numerous varieties of wild game that roved at 
will over the country, which in their turn furnished a large amount of the pro- 
vision for the settlers and their families. 

The cabins or homes of the pioneers were of the most primitive and rude 
construction, built in the usual style of the pioneer log cabin. Some of the fron- 
tiersmen, however, being slcilled in woodcraft, or handy with an ax, built houses 
of a better class. They hewed the timber to a square, dove-tailed the ends at the 
corners, laid a stone foundation in lime mortar, erected the timber walls above 
that, making them straight and true as a brick wall, carrying them to the height 
desired, usually one story and a fourth or a half. The rafters, hewn smooth, 
were set at a good slant, ribs fastened on crosswise to which shingles, split and 
shaved by hand, were nailed, fire place and chimney of stone or brick filled 
with mortar, as was also the joints in the timber walls. The floors were often 
laid with boards of the boxes the people brought their goods in, a wide board 
for a door, one window of sash and glass for each room, and what more could 
human nature want ? 

The few vehicles, tools and agricultural in~plen~ents were of the simplest de- 
sign and construction and were often made by those who used them. Teams of 
oxen were more generally used than horses or mules, being cheaper and easy to 
keep at that time. The first breaking of the prairie sod was done with four yoke 
of cattle, a large plow held in the proper position by axle lever and wheels 
cutting and turning over a sod twenty inches in width. This work was per- 
formed in the months of June and July, the tough sod rotting sooner if broken 
up at that time. Also a crop of sod corn and pumpkins were grown that same 
season. Cradles were used to harvest the small grain, the hay and wild grasses 
being cut with a scythe and all put into the stack by hand. Small grain was 
threshed and corn shelled with flails or trodden out with horses until the advent 
of the little thresher, a cylinder and concave set in a small frame and run by a 
four-horse sweep power, the straw being raked off by hand. The grain was 
afterwards cleaned up with a fanning mill. Possibly the hardest and most dif- 
ficult labor which the early settlers had to perform was the construction and 
maintenance of their fences, the kind in general use being built with rails, the 
splitting of which would occupy the entire winter to make enough to fence a 
few acres for cultivation. Fenced pasture at that time was unknown, all stock 
running a t  large or in common. 

The spinning wheel and hand loom were found in many of these cabin 
hornes, where the women folk made the cloth or homespun for clothes for their 
families and a carpet for the floor. These primitive outfits and homes did not 
require much money, as that was scarce and hard to obtain. With the few 
things that were brought to the country and such as ingenuity could contrive, the 
pioneer had the necessaries and a few of the comforts of existence. Such was 
life in the log cabin days. 

Prominent among the pioneers of the township was the Rev. Philander 
Chase, Bishop of Illinois, who came to the then west to found the colloge known 
as Jubilee. He permanently settled in 1836 on a part of section 36 in the south- 
east corner of the township. Erecting a log cabin for himself and family, as 
did the other settlers, he set about the college work. Securing some funds, 
partly from friends in England and some from others in the eastern states, and 
at times contributing from his own resources, a tract of land was secured em- 
bracing about three thousand acres, more than two thousand of which were in 
Jubilee township, and near the home chosen for himself. Procuring stone and 
timber near the site chosen for the buildings on section 26, the corner stone of 
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the chapel and schoolhouse was laid on the 3d day of April, 1839. The erection 
of the buildings soon followed with the other necessary buildings; residences 
for the teachers, boarding houses for the scholars and workmen, so that in a 
few years, but later than 1850, nearly all of the various industries of the times 
were represented in the little village of Jubilee and the near surroundings. A 
sawmill was constructed on Kickapoo creek, two miles south from the college 
to which was soon added a flour mill, with both steam and water power. A 
store building near a t  hand was filled with such goods as were used by the early 
settlers. A blacksmith shop and a shoemaker shop were added for the con- 
venience of all near by. A small hand printing press was operated in the college 
building, on which was printed at short intervals a small sheet entitled "The 
Motto." Farming and stockraising were carried on extensively by the college 
which introduced and operated the first agricultural machinery seen in the vicin- 
ity, such as McCormick's reaper, Allen's mower, Emory's tread power and 
thresher. Students soon filled the buildings and the college flourished for a 
number of years. 

The first graduating exercises held a t  the college occurred July 7, 1847, at 
which five persons recelved their degrees in the arts and sciences. A large booth 
was erected for the occasion, constructed of poles set in the ground and covered 
with branches from the trees. A band from Peoria city furnished the outdoor 
music. The exercises were attended by several hundred people and it was indeed 
a happy and proud event to the founder of the college. A little knowledge of 
the work and the difficulties encountered in the building of such an institution 
in those early days may be obtained when we realize that the stone was first 
dug from the quarry and shaped. The brick was burned within a few rods of 
cvhere it was used and nearly all the timbers were cut and hewn from the native 
forests by hand. On one occasion, in 1842, one of the settlers made the journey 
to Chicago in the winter with a team, bringing from there a barrel of salt- for 
use at the college and a load of lumber with which to make sash for the build- 
ings. Other settlers procured some of the materials for their first homes in the 
same way. 

Township organization was adopted April, 1850, and the usual township of- 
ficers elected. The for~nation of school and road districts was completed in a 
few years afterwards, the number of each at the present time being eight. l 'he  
scl~ools in each district hold from six to eight months of school each year. 

Religious services and Sunday schools were held at various times in several 
of the schooll~ouses until the building of various edifices for public worship, of 
which Jubilee has three-the Episcopal at the college, German Methodist and 
Lutheran. Five cemeteries situated in different parts of the township give the 
unwritten history that many have finished their labors and gone to the other 
shore. But few of those are living who purchased their land from the govern- 
ment, and at this writing but one is living on the land which was purchased by 
them from Uncle Sam. 

For a time elections were held at private houses or at the residence of the town 
clerk. Elections and town meetings are now held at the town hall in the center 
of the township. Some changes of town officers have been made a t  every annual 
meeting and but few have served the township many years in succession. Three 
inembers of the Illinois general assembly have been chosen from the township, 
namely: William Rowcliff, H.  R. Chase and Peter Cahill. As township officers, 
William Church, H. I. Chase, Gilbert Hathaway, James H. Forney, J. B. Slocum, 
Tohn Moss, William Rowcliff, H. R. Chase, Richard Pacey, Peter Cahill and 
'Cecil C. Moss have served as supervisors. Those having acted as tow,n ?lerk 
are: David Sanborn, William 14. Jenkins, George Radley, Noah Alden, George 
Paul, William H. Paul, S. S. Stewart, Charles Hayes, F. E. Coulson, R. H. Van 
Renssalaer, George Stewart, F. T. Keefer, L. Hasselbacher, L. S. Barrett, S. P. 
Bower. Gilbert Hathaway held the office of school treasurer for twenty-seven 
years, Thomas Pacey and Charles Hayes about twenty years. 
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BRIMFIELD TOWNSHIP 

Brimfield township is one of the richest agricultural sections of the county. 
It doubtless has more good arable land than any other township, there being 
not over forty acres that cannot be plowed and cultivated. There is an abundance 
of bituminous coal underlying the surface of the whole township in five or six 
veins, some of which are being successfully worked. Two groves are found in 
the township, one of which, situated in the southwesterly part, is called Atkin- 
son's Grove, from the first settler, the other French (French's) Grove, west of 
the town of Brimfield, besides which there is a point of timber a half mile 
northeast of the village.. There are quarries of lime and sand stone and an abun- 
dance of living water. 

Philip Atkinson is considered to have been the first settler, he having arrived 
in the township in 1834. He  was a protestant Irishman and well educated, as 
were his whole family. H e  settled in the same grove which bears his name. Two 
of his sons became Methodist ministers; Philip, the youngest, became a college 
professor and afterwards wrote a work consisting of four volumes on the sub- 
ject of electricity. 

In the year 1837 a nurilber of newcomers settled in the township, or in its 
immediate vicinity. Among these may be mentioned L. S. Booth and family, 
who settled in the west end of Atkinson's Grove; Levi Jennings, a Quaker, who 
settled on the section on which Zion's church now stands; John Tucker and 
family, Isaac Cutter and family and Daniel Simon and family, all of whom 
settled in French Grove; John Sutherland, who settled on the northwest of 
French Grove near the present Presbyterian church. Northeast of Brimfield 
there was another group of settlers, anlong whom were William Compher, who 
represented the district in the legislature in 1838-40. Others were Jacob Wills, 
who was the first blacksmith, and the man who opened the first coal bank; a 
Mr. Martin, whose son, still living, was the first child born here; Thomas John- 
son and family, a Mr. Schenck and family, David Shane, Hiram and William 
Shane, sons of William Shane, Sr., with their families; and Isaac Harrison and 
family. 

As the village of Erimfield, which early became the center of population, is 
on the extreme eastern edge of the township, it has been thought not out of 
place to mention some who were not within the township, but who were within 
the old precinct of Brimfield. East of the village, along the state road, was 
the following group of settlers: Thomas Martin, William Lambert and family, 
Clark D. Powell, who was one of the county commissioners and a justice of the 
peace, a man of liberal education and a very pleasing speaker. He also had a 
brother, Thornton T .  Powell, who with his family settled in the same vicinity. 
About two miles southeast of the village was a small colony from Pennsylvania, 
consisting of Roswell, Asahel and Isaac Wallter, with their families, Isaac Hark- 
ness, a prominent citizen who afterwards removed to Harkness Grove in Elmwood 
township, Edson Harkness, a brother of Isaac, with his son Wright and family, 
and Ichabod Rowley and his family. 

In 1836 Jacob Snyder with a large family, H. N. Wiley, John F. and Hiram 
Wiley, with their sisters Elvira and Marcia, William Lynch, William Berry, 
Daniel Stansberry and family, a Mr. Hoyt, Noah Alden, a very old man with two 
sons, Hiram and Noah, all arrived. 

In  1837 the following came : James Berrian, Thomas N. Wells and family ; 
in 1838, Bradford Hall and family, David Sanborn, John W. Perran, Samuel 
and George Pulsifer, a Mr. Marvin, Captain Fisher, S. H. Judson, John Shores, 
Edward Hayward and M. D. Villings. 

May 6, 1836, a town was laid out on section 25, called Cambridge, but the 
stage route from Peoria to Burlington having been located a half mile north of 
it, another town was laid out by Abner Clark (June 9, 1836) on section 24, called 
Charleston, and the former was abandoned. The first settlers in Charleston 
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were Woeniger and Jacob Van Houten, the latter being the first postmaster. 
The mail was then carried from Peoria on horseback. 

When Mr. Guyer came to Charleston in December, 1836, he found two ' 
families living here--Van Houten and Woeniger, the former on lot 10, block 
16, the latter on lot 6, block 16. The proprietor of the town had an empty log 
cabin which had been moved from Charleston, into which Mr. Guyer moved 
with his stock of goods, which was the first stock of general merchandise in the 
town. He boarded with Tan  Houten until he moved away, leaving Mr. Guyer 
for company, a dog and, a cat. About the same time Woeniger also took his 
departure, leaving Mr. Guyer alone to "keep bach" with only the dog and cat 
for his companions. Two or three months later Dr. Prouty, a young man from 
New Hampshire, came and took up his abode with Mr. Guyer. About that time 
James Wolcott came to look at the country, bought Van Houten out and returned 
to New York for his family, who upon their arrival took their first meal with 
the two bachelors. Early the next spring Mr. Guyer built a two-story log house, 
into which he moved his goods and "kept bach" upstairs. Mr. Wolcott's 
coming here brought quite a number of enterprising and intelligent families. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wolcott were both very intelligent and refined people, and their 
house was the center of all the social gatherings of the village. They had a son, 
James P. \JTolcott, and a daughter, Lucretia, both very accomplished young 
people, who made the social circle of the home very attractive. Among others 
who had the pleasure of enjoying those social gatherings at the Wolcott home 
may be mentioned the following well known citizens of the county: I l r .  and 
Mrs. Thomas N. Wells, Mr. and Mrs. Washington Cockle, Charles Wells, Mr. 
and Mrs. 14Jilliam Fessenden, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Belcher, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Judson, Mr. and Mrs. William Tobey, Mr. and Mrs. Caldwell, Hon. and Mrs. 
W. mT. Thompson and two daughters, Mr. and Rlrs. David Sanborn, Hon. S. S. 
Guyer of Rock Island, L. L. Guyer, Drs. Prouty and Kellogg, John M. Wiley 
and H. N. Wiley and their two sisters, and Edward Hayward. 

Mr. Wolcott was a man of more than ordinary talents, at one time a manu- 
facturer of Wolcottsville, Massachusetts, from which place he moved to New 
YorIc city, where he was for a time in partnership with A. S. W. Goodwin, as 
brokers in merchandise. H e  was a good public speaker and it is said that his 
speeches would compare very favorably with some of the best made in Congress. 
He was a whig in politics and quite a strong politician. H e  was a brother-in-law . 
of the Hon. \V. W. Thompson, who was a democrat, and their discussions of the 
political c~uestions were often quite animated and interesting. Mr. Wolcott died 
in 1855 and Mrs. Wolcott died in 1862. 

Daniel Eelcher arrived in the winter of 1838 and in the following spring he 
erected the first frame house which was kept as a hotel by him and the members 
of the family who survived him. for a period of about fifty years. 

In 1838 Charleston received quite a stream of immigrants, among whom were 
A. S. W .  Goodwin, with his family, one of whom, his aged mother, was the first 
person who died and was buried in Charleston. William Tobey, the far famed 
manufacturer of the steel plow, Daniel Caldwell, L. A. Jones and his brother 
Darius, the first carpenters, came with their respective families. 

In 1839 came Charles H .  Freeman, William H. Fessenden, Curtis Cody', James 
IT. Wiley and others. 

From 1840 to 1850 the surrounding country filled up very rapidly, and now 
farms were laid out and improved in every direction. During the session of the 
legislature to which Hon. IV. W. Thompson had been elected, the name of 
Charleston was changed to Brimfield, the name of his native place in Massa- 
chusetts. 

About this time a lyceum was formed at Charleston, which was the leading 
one in this part of the state. Its officers were W. W. Thompson, president, and 
L. L. Guyer, secretary. The nleetings and debates were very spirited and at- 
tractive, the most prominent members of the Peoria bar often attending them. 

Vol. 1-20 
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Its prominent members were James Wolcott, W. W. Thompson, James P. Wol- 
cott, A. S. W. Goodwin, William Compher, Clark D. Powell, Thomas N. Wells, 
William H. Fessenden, David Sanborn and Samuel Pulsifer. 

Of these, W. W. Thompson, William Compher, David Sanborn and Washing- 
ton Cockle, another resident of the vicinity, became members of the legislature. 
Clark D. Powell was county commissioner. William H. Fessenden removed to 
Peoria and there became postmaster. James L. Riggs, another resident, became 
sheriff of the county in 1850 and 1852, removed to Peoria and there laid out 
two additions which bear his name. 

The first election was held in 1837 at the home bf Mr. Cutter in French 
Grove. This was a precinct election, which at that time included Brimfield and 

' 

part of Jubilee townships. John F. Wiley and Clark D. Powell were elected 
justices of the peace and Samuel Johnson, constable. 

In 1838 the Frink and Wallace stage line was started, carrying the mails 
from Peoria westward. Postage was paid at the end of the route; that on letters 
carried 300 miles or over being 25 cents; under that distance 18g cents, or less, 
according to distance. During the rush of immigration the coaches were of the 
finest construction, drawn by finely matched and richly caparisoned teams of 
four horses each. Charleston was the first station from Peoria where horses 
were changed, and, as the yelp of the stage driver was heard, the inhabitants 1 
turned out to witness the grand equipage round up in magnificent style in front 

I of Belcher's tavern. Mr. Belcher was a dignified and affable landlord who was , 

always ready to welcome passengers to the best table a prairie country could set; 
a table that would put to blush many in the more pretentious hostelries of the 
present day. 

As other means of travel, such as steamboat lines, canals and railroads began 
to open up, the stage lines were deserted of all through travel, the splendid 
coaches were withdrawn and those of inferior grade, driven by two horses, 
were substituted. 1 

The first schoolhouse was built in 1839. The first teacher was Miss Ellen 
Rartlett, of Peoria. Among the arrivals this year were Charles H. Freeman 
and Captain Fisher. 

The first marriage in town was that of L. L. Guyer and Miss Elvira M. 
Wiley, Rev. George Wilkison performing the ceremony. 

CHURCHES I 
The Baptist church of Brimfield was organized Saturday, May 4, 1850, with 

nine members, as follows: Eli Bailey, Elizabeth Bailey, Dorothy Getty, Deborah 
Alden, Elizabeth J. Aiken, Elizabeth Layman, A. E. Martin, A. Taylor and 
Matilda Taylor. On the following day, Sunday, five persons were received by 
baptism, being baptized by Elder Simeon G. Miner, of Canton. They were 
Lewis Atkinson, Eddy Baker, Eliza Baker, Mrs. Margaret Martin and Miss 
Jane Layman. The above fourteen composed the whole number of the church 
when it was received into the Illinois River Association, which met in Peoria, in 
June, 1850. Lewis Atkinson, who had formerly been a Methodist preacher, was 
the first pastor of the church, Elder Bailey the first deacon and Adonijah Taylor 
its first clerk, all of whom were elected at the organization of the church. The 
number of members in 1851 was eighteen. 

Early in the year 1852 the church resolved to erect a house of worship. Five 
trustees were elected, a building committee chosen and most of the timber de- 
livered on the ground that spring. During that conference year ten members 
were added to  the society. The frame of the building was raised in August, it 
being 38x60 feet in size, and was finished in 1854, at a cost of $3,000. The 
church increased iri 1853 to thirty-five members. In February, 1854, Rev. E. N. 
Jenclcs was called and entered upon pastoral duties on the 1st of April following. 
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The First Congregational church was organized March 29, 1847. At that 
time the following persons became members: Bradford Hall and wife, Cather- 
ine Hall, Margaret Cummings, Julia Ann Jones, James Delano and wife and 
Elizabeth Delano. On the 10th of April following seven others were added to 
the number. At first services were held in the schoolhouse or in the Mcthodisr 
church. In the latter part of 1852 the members planned to build a house of wor- 
ship. The heavy timbers were cut, hewed and squared in the woods near by. 
The work progressed slowly. In May, 1854, the new church was dedicated, 
under the pastorate of Rev. J. E. Roy, D. D., since field secretary of the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association of the Congregational church, located at Chicago. 
The building was 50x36 feet and was a handsome structure for those times. 
The first pastor was Milo N. Mills, followed in order by George Sills, John 
Son~ers, L. H. Parker, J. E. Roy, H. W. Cobb, M. W. Fairfield, J. Vincent, L. 
Benedict, I. W. Atherton, C. E. Leach, A. J. Drake, W. Wakefield, A. J. Mar- 
shall, H. P. Chase, L. P. Norcross, J. E. Storm, E. W. Jenney, William Parker, 
J. S. Onion, I. L. Rozelle and the present pastor, W. H. Jordan, who came in 
August, 1894. 

In February, 1899, the members resolved to build a new church. The old 
building was sold and removed, the new structure was erected on the old site 
and was dedicated November 26, 1899, at a cost of about $5,000. The society 
also owns a good parsonage near by. 

The Protestant Episcopal church.-Rt. Rev. Philander Chase, Bishop of 
Illinois, began to preach in Guyer's Hall in the year 1838, and continued to preach 
there until 1845, when the parish erected a new stone church. In 1844, Rev. 
Mildoller came to this place from Brooklyn, New York. H e  was an able preacher, 
and contrary to the customs of the country, he was the owner of several valuable 
tracts of land lying to the south of the village, on one side of which he formed 
the design of erecting a parish church. T o  this end he had worked among the 
people outside of the village, had obtained a subscription of about $600 and had 
had a board of trustees appointed. Mr. Guyer having learned of this project, 
promised the minister some assistance if he would build in the village. This he 
declined to do, saying that he could get the money he needed in Brooklyn. Mr. 
Gt~yer con~municated his information to Mrs. Belcher, who was a member of 
Bishop Chase's church, to whom she in turn told what she had heard. The 
l!ishop, having been promised assistance if he would order the church to be built 
in Erimfield, did so. The church was erected in 1845. I t  is a stone building 
and still stands. 

The Presbyterian church was organized May 3, 1854, by Rev. John Turbitt, 
and ruling elders, James Yates and W. H. Wilson, as a committee from Presby- 
tery. This organization continued until 1865, when it was dissolved by action 
of the Presbytery. A reorganization was effected May 15, 1870, by Rev. J. H. 
Smith, Rev. J. R. Reasoner, and ruling elder, John Cameron, as a committee of 
Presbytery. There were fifteen members. In 1871 a house of worship was 
erected at a cost of $4,000. The pastors who served the church are: Revs. 
Janles H. Smith, J. L. Martin, Carson and McLeur. The church was not pros- 
perous as a Presbyterian organization and in 1900 the members united with the 
Congregationalists. 

LOG14X TOUTNSHIP 

Logan township was settled as early a s  1830. I t  is located in the southern 
part of the county, and is bounded on the north by Rosefield, east by Limestone, 
south by Timber and west by Trivoli township. The north portion of the town- 
ship's topography shows high, rolling prairie; the southern portion originally 
was covered with timberlands, broken in places by small streams, emptying 
into Copperas creek. Limestone abounds here to the extent that quar- 
ries have prevailed for a number of years. Coal has also been quarried 
for some time past. The first shaft was sunk in 1870 on the farm of Thomas 
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Forbes, to a depth of forty feet, where a four-and-a-half-foot vein of coal was 
reached. At first the coal was hoisted by horse power but in 1883 an extensive 
shaft, with steam hoisting apparatus, was put in operation at Hanna City, a 
small village on the Iowa Central railroad. A large portion of Logan township 
is composed of fine farms, whose owners are prosperous and enterprising. Be- 
fore the community was more thickly settled, there were large tracts of valuable 
timber, which have been changed into fields producing large crops of corn, oats, 
wheat, etc. 

The first election in the organized township of Logan was held a t  Smithville, 
April 2, 1850. John Lobaugh was moderator and John Stewart, clerk. The 
following officials were elected : Supervisor, Thomas P. Smith ; commissioners 
of highways, James I-I. Patterson, John McCullough and Richard Bourne; town 
clerk, John Stewart; assessor, William Dryden; justices of the peace, John 
Smith and S. W. Brooks; constables, Robert Smith and hferritt Tracy. 

TIlE F,IRST SETTLER 

The first settler is conceded to have been an old Indian trader, answering to 
the name of Triall. He set up his stakes in the southern part of the township 
in 1830. Soon thereafter came Peter Nlaynarcl, who located in the district in 
1831. In 1832 came James Harlier, John G. Bohanan, a Mr. Buck and Thomas 
Phillips. The latter settled on section 2. In the winter of 1833-34 Henry Heaton 
and John T. Runkle added to the small colony, and in 1834 Simon Reeves ar- 
rived in the township and located on section 34. There were quite a number came 
in 1835, among whcm can be remembered John Van Arsdall, Thomas P. Smith, 
Robert Kinney, Richard Bourne and George Sturgess. . I t  might be here inen- 
tioned that Robert Reeves, father of Simon Reeves, was one of the pioneers of 
this section of Illinois, coming to Peoria county from New York in 1816. He 
did not remain, however, but returned to his home in Plattsbui-g, New York, 
and eventually immigrated to  Fulton county, this state, in 1824. I t  is said that 
Simon Reeves brought the first stove to this neighborhood in 1844. Frank Libby 
is given credit for introducing in 1850, the first threshing machine in Logan town- 
ship; Alfred Reeves and J. B. Miller, the first reaper, John Milligan, who had 
been a sailor, settled on section 35, and in all likelihood, was the first "cobbler" 
in this section. 

The first white child born in the township was Henry Smith, a son of Thomas 
Smith. The birth occurred in 1834. 

The first marriage was that of James Harker, Jr., to Susan Van Patten, in 
1834. 

The first church organized was that of the Presbyterian denomination, at 
Smithville. This occurred in 1836. 

The first school was taught in the winter of 1836 in a log cabin on section 36. 
The pedagogue was John L. Clark. Dr. Clark afterward taught a private school 
in his own house on section 22. 

Logan township's schools have always kept to a high standard and equal to 
those of other townships maintaining a high mark for efficiency. There are now 
nine districts, in each of which is a modern country schoolhouse. 

S MITHVILLE 

Smithville is in the central part of the township and is one of the oldest 
towns in the county. I t  was sought by those who settled there, mainly because 
of the timber, rich soil and abundance of water, all requisites to the pioneer. 
I t  took its name from its founder, Thomas P. Smith, who laid out and platted 
the village on section 22. Here the first postoffice was kept by Thomas P. Smith, 
who had been a t  one time a county commissioner. Early in its history William 
H. Brooks presided over the village smithy, and John D. Smith proclaimed on 
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1 a rudely painted sign his vocation as that of a chair and cabinet maker. The 
firm of Nesbitt & Smith were the pioneer merchants of Smitl~ville, displaying 
their wares for the first time in the year 1847. The town has not grown with 
leaps and bounds. On the contrary it has taken a slow, plodding pace, and 1 its years, has only to its credit a population of about 380 souls. 

There are other small towns in this community, such as Hanna City, which 
I was laid out in 1882 on part of the southwest quarter of section 11, by Robert ' G. hlcCullough; and Eden, on the southwest quarter of section 8, laid out in 
) 1883, by Milo M. Long. 

The first church to be organized in this district and one of the first in the 
county, was that of the United Presbyterian, first lcnown and designated as the 
llssociate Reformed. It was called the Church of Harmony and came into being 
in 1536. Rev. John Wallace was sent to this town by the Presbytery of this 
society. Thomas Smith and Thomas P. Smith were ordained as ruling elders. 
Rev. Andrew Fulton became the first pastor. The first place of worship belong- 
ing to the society was built in the timber in 1840 and occupied until 1852, when 
it was replaced by a brick edifice erected in Smithville, at a cost of about $2,500. 

The United Presbyterian church, of Bethel, not far  from Hanna City, was 
organized June 3, 1553, by Rev. William E.  Erskine. James Pinkerton and 
John hlcCulloug11 were chosen as ruling elders. The first church building was 
a frame structure erected in 1854. The present one was built in 1874 at a cost of 
something over $3,000. The first pastor was Rev. Philip A. Brennan, who 
served two years and was succeeded by Rev. Elijah McCoy. His successor was 
Rev. T. F. Proudfit, whose pastorate extended from 1867 to 1871. The services 
of this church \irere conducted in connection with the church of ITarmony. 

The Salem Presbyterian church was organized May 9, 1849, by Rev. Samuel 
C. JlcKune and \T7illian1 McCandish, with nine members. William Stewart and 
James I-I. Patterson were the first elders. The first pastor was Rev. J. C. Hanna, 
and it was under his ministry that the first church building was erected. In 1892 
the meeting place was at Hanna City, where a house for religious services was 
erected at a cost of $2,500. There is now a parsonage which cost $1,500. 

Princeville lies in the northern tier of townships and has for its northern 
I~oundary Stark county. On the west of it is RTillbrook township, on the south 
Jubilee and on the east Akron to~vnship. I t  was organized in 1850 and had at that 
time a population of 100. At the first election were returned for supervisor, 
Leonard B. Cornn;ell; clerk, Jonathan Nixon; collector, William C. Stevens ; 
assessor, Seth Fulton; justices of the peace, Solon~on S. Cornwell and William 
C. Stevens ; constables, John Fulton and John E. Seery ; commissioners of high- 
ways, William I-'. Clanchard, Ira Moody and William P. Smith. 

The first to settle here was Daniel Prince, and no better relation of this 
pioneer can be presented to the readers of this work than that appearing in Mc- 
Culloc11's history, written by Edward Auten. What that interesting writer had 
to say of Daniel Prince is here reproduced: "Seeking a free and open country, 
Daniel Prince came from Indiana, and in 1822 was the first white man to live 
among the Indians in what three years later was the northern part of Peoria 
county. In a few years other white men, some of them friends or  employees of 
hlr. Prince, gathered around the attractive timber and the settlement became 
known as Prince's Grove. Mr. Prince, as  he drove into Peoria market in the 
winter of 1832-33, is thus described by John 2. Slane, then a small boy living in 
Peoria: 'The men shouted that Prince was coming and he ivas a nabob. Clad 
in a homespun and homewove blue-jeans, overcoat reaching to his ankles, with 
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an old felt hat, a comforter over his hat, brought down over his ears and tied in 
front, with long, large whiskers, and chewing tobacco, Prince came up with his 
three-yoke team of oxen. His load was hogs, dressed. Mounting his wagon, he 

I 
slung off, first the hay for the cattle, then quilt after quilt, and then hurried the 

I 
unloading of the meat. After feeding his oxen in the rail fence enclosure and 
perhaps eating his own lunch there, and perhaps lying on the floor at the Indian 
store over night, Mr. Prince returned to his home.' Mr. Prince is described as a 
modest man, tall, but stooping, with brown curly hair, red cheeks and light eyes, 
probably blue. At home he was more easy going than when seen in the Peoria 

I 
I 

market. H e  was a farmer on a large scale, furnishing employment to all who 
needed it, and very generous. Different men, who were then boys, tell of his 
butchering a steer or a hog and giving a quarter here and a quarter there. If 
any neighbor needed something to eat and had nothing Mr. Prince furnished 
i t ;  payment was to be made whenever that neighbor found it convenient, and if 
it was never made, Mr. Prince did not complain. It is needless to say that it was 
for Daniel Prince that Princeville township and Princeville village were later 
named. His brother, Myron Prince, was an early settler a few miles to the north- 
west, later keeping a hotel in Princeville, and Myron Prince's son, George W. 
Prince, is now congressman from the Galesburg district. 

"Mr. Prince's log cabin was on section 24, a few rods west of Sylvester and 1 
Elizabeth Slane's present residence (1902). This was on the 'edge of the timber,' 
and the next three cabins, remembered at this time, were 'along the hollow' to , 
the north of Prince's. One was very near Higbee's present coal shaft, on Mrs. 

I 
Jacob Fast's land; one double cabin was at a fork in the ravine a few rods south, 
and another a few rods east of that. All these cabins-and in fact the entire 
west half of section 24-belonged to Mr. Prince. The cabin near Higbee's coal , 
shaft was occupied by Dr. Oscar Fitzalen Mott, of the old 'Thomsonian' school. ' 

The double cabin had an ox mill in one end of it for grinding corn. 
"This was the country in the early day, up to about 1835 or 1836. The In- 1 

dians had left immediately after the Black Hawk war of 1832. The prairies 
grew prairie grass, rosin weed, 'red root' and 'shoe string.' Near the timber and 
in the timber were often patches of hazel brush, sumach, blackberry bushes, and 
gooseberry bushes. Now and then eight, ten, or a dozen deer could be seen in 
the edge of the hills. Along Spoon river, tradition says, there were droves of deer 
with sometimes as many as one hundred and fifty head together. There were 
also wild cats 'as large as lynxes,' and plenty of wolves, both the coyotes or 
prairie wolves and the gray timber wolves. The timber was of large growth and 
had very few small trees. Daniel Prince appreciated the timber and took means 
to preserve it. He plowed two sets of furrows and burned the grass between 
them around both the 'North Grove' and the 'South Grove' to protect from 
prairie fires. 

"By 1830 the country was too thickly settled to suit Mr. Prince. His cattle, 
roaming around, found neighbor's hay stacks to hook. The neighbors, in turn, 
'sicked the dogs' on Prince's cattle and he would have no more of it. He moved 
in that year, 1839, or  1840, to Missouri, where the country was free.'! 

The first settler, however, to come into the township and locate with his 
family was Stephen French, a native of Connecticut, who first settled in Sanga- 
rnon county in the '20s. In  1828 he came to Peoria county and for a while lived 
near Peoria but soon afterward located in Princeville, becoming the first post- 
master and justice of the peace of the community. His son, Dimmick French, 
was the first white child born in the county. In  the northwest corner of the 
township along the Spoon river, which was bordered with a fine grove of timber, 
settlements were made almost as early as at Prince's Grove. Those who were 
in this locality as early as 1832, now remembered, were Hugh White and Chris- 
tian Miller and sons, Christian, Henry, Daniel, James and John, Ira Moody and 
Robert Caldwell were also here about that time or not much later. James Morrow 
is known to have gone from Prince's Grove to Spoon river in 1832 but soon 
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whence he came, through fear of the Indians. Walter and Rachel 
Pa>rne settled on section 7 in 1842 and previous to this, John Miller located on 
section 16, south of whom were at this period B. S. Scott, Boling Hare, John 
Dukes, James Debord and Oliver Moody. In the central and southwest parts of 
the township early in its history lived William P. Elanchard, Solomon S. Corn- 
well, William Parnell, John McKune, John I-Iill, Joseph Lindell, William Cum- 
inins, John Nelson, Lawrence Seery, William Lynch, John O'Erien, Reuben Deal 
and Roger Cook. 

The first land allotted for the burial of the dead in Prince's Grove was on 
section 25. There still remains traces of these graves by sunken places in the 
earth. In  IVhite's Grove district a burial place was located on section 8. 

Strange to relate, it was not until several years after the township had been 
settled that coal was discovered, and not even then were its virtues realized. The 
first of this fuel to be utilized was about 1847. I t  was mined from the James Mor- 
row farm on section 18. Sometime later Charles Plummer took coal from a 
bank on the same farm and William Hughes opened a mine on section 7. I t  was 
quite the usual practice in those days for the settlers to go to the banks and mine 
their own coal. In later years, however, modern shafts were sunk in various 
parts of the township. There are now in operation mines on sections 18, 10, 11 
and 24, near the village of Princeville. Thev employ quite a body of men. By 
1840 the township was pretty well settled. 

That locality, now the site of Princeville, appealed to the admiration of Wil- 
liam C. Stevens, who happened in the neighborhood in the early '30s, and about 
1838 he purchased the southeast quarter of section 13, near which, on section 
24, a tract of land was owned by Benjamin Clark and Jesse M. McCutcheon, 
land dealers. Together with Clark and McCutcheon, Mr. Stevens platted the 
original town site of Princeville, which plat was filed for record June 22, 1837. 
About 1841 there were nine families in the town as follows: Benjamin Slane, 
William Coburn, Peter Auten, George M a i l l a n ,  Samuel Alexander, Jonathan 
Nixon, RIoses R. Sl~ern~an,  Seth Fulton and William C. Stevens. There had 
been others here who had left the place: Daniel Prince, Lawrence McKown, 
Tohn F. Garrison and Elisha llorrow. Just northwest of the village lived Stephen 
French. Thomas hlorrow, who settled in the township in 1831, lived southeast 
of the village, and George I. McGinnis, who had settled in the township in 1835, 
had located northeast of the village. 

The first schoolhouse had been built on the northwest corner of section 19 in 
Akron township. Here a school was taught by Miss Esther Stoddard, her pupils 
coming from all directions as far as Spoon river to the northwest. This primi- 
tive educational institution gained considerable fame in those early days. Among 
the successors of Miss Stoddard may be mentioned Miss Phoebe Stoddard, Mrs. 
Olive L. Cutter, Jane Hull, Theodore F. Hurd, Peter Auten, S. S. Cornwell, a 
,Mr. Newell, B. F. Hilliard, Daniel B. Allen and Isaac Moss. The little log school- 
house was used not only for pupils and teacher but for public meetings, elections 
and religious services. I t  was destroyed by fire in 1849. In the fall of 1847, 
however, the attendance becoming so large, the pupils were transferred to a stone 
building which had been erected for the purpose on lot 5 ,  block 13, Canton street. 
This scl~oolhouse was erected through public donations of material used and what 
little money was needed. B. F. Slane was the first to teach in this stone school- 
house. His successor was John M. Henry. Women taught in the summer months. 
The building was used for over a quarter of a century, when it was abandoned 
for one that had been completed in 1874-a brick structure. ,4t the time of the 
building of the stone schoolhouse there were three school districts in the town- 
ship but by 1871 there were nine districts-the present number. The first school 
in Akron township was one of three or four others supported by subscriptions. 
Another school was located near William P. Blanchard's, now on section 22 ;  
another on section 16; one on section 5 ;  and one on section 8. These schools 
were held in the \homes of the settlers. 
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The schools of Princeville have kept pace with the demands of the titne. 
X high-school course, including Latin and twelfth grade work is in vogue. Four 
large assembly rooms of the brick building are taxed by Ihe ten upper grades 
and the primary grades occupy Edward Auten's academy building. 

PKINC'EVILLE ACADEMY 

The demancl for higher education prompted Milton S. Kimball in 1854 to 
start a school in the Presbyterian church, which later developed into the first 
l'rinceville Academy. Later a two-story frame building was erected on the south 
side of street, just east of the present public-school square. The academy 
flourished with a large attendance until the outbreak of the Civil war, when the 
institution dwindled into insignificance, Others of the principals were : Revs. 
William Cunningham and Jared M. Stone. Finally the school was discontinued 
entirely, the building was sold and moved to Canton street and occupied for many 
years by E. C. Fuller, who carried on a mercantile concern. Later J. L. Searls' 
grocery became its tenant. 

Another Princeville academy was started in 1887 through the efforts of 
some of the old pupils of the former. Classes were taught the first year in the 
old Seventh Day Adventist church ; the next two years in the chapel rooms of the 
Presbyterian church, and from 1890 to the present time in the old Secoild Meth- 
odist Episcopal church building, purchased by Edward Auten for the purpose. 
In this academy many young men and women have been fitted for schools of 
greater facilities. Among the principals may be mentioned James Stevens, C. F. 
Brusie, C. M. Southgate, Edwin B. Cushing, H. W. Eckley, T.  H. Rhodes, Ernest 
IV,  Cushing, Royal E. Cushing, and J. E. Armstrong. 

The public square, now covered wit11 growing trees and familiarly called a 
park, was given to the village by its founder, Mr. Stevens. In  1874 the officials 
attempted to erect on this scluare a village hall and lock-up. This did not meet 
the views of certain of the citizens and injunction proceedings were started by 
Peter Auten, Mr. Stevens and others. On the testimony of the donor that he 
had given the square to be an open space, park or square "for light and air, and 
to be for the beauty of the village and the health of its inhabitants," a perpetual 
injunction was granted and the tract remained and was retained for the purpose 
for which it was intended. 

The founder of Princeville was a very generous mail and donated land both 
for church and school purposes. The lot on which the stone schoolhouse stood 
was donated by him. 

"Taking the Civil war as a dividing line between early and present Princeville 
history, no cluestion of greater import-even Princeville's welfare today-could 
be raised than the personal character for godliness, integrity and learning of the 
quiet, determined teachers. They came from time to time, studied and taught, 
labored and made homes, and left their impress on the young in this now thriv- 
ing town. Among these teachers there are still remembered the names of 
Andrews, Aldrich, Allen, Auten, Breese, Burnham, Carlisle, Clussman, Cooper, 
Cunningham, Cutter, Cutler, Egbert, Foster, Farwell, Goodale, Hinrnan, Kimball, 
Means, Munson, Noyes, Page, Julia Rogers, Ann Rogers, Stanley, Stone, White, 
Wright and many others. Private schools were conducted a t  different times by 
tMrs. Hannah Ereese, first in a little building in block 9, said to have been the 
first frame building in Princeville and near the west end of the large Hitchcock 
building, and later in her home, which became the property of Mrs. William 
Bennett, on the township line about eighty rods north of Canton street, by Miss 
Lydia Auten at her home, Miss Julia Rogers in the little house occupied by Guy 
Bouton on North street, Mrs. Ann Rogers a t  the home of her brother-in-law, 
Peter Auten, .Miss Lizzie Farwell, at the home of William C. Stevens." 

West Princeville sprung up at about the time of the building of the O'Brien 
wagon and blacksmith shops in 1857. These shops were located on the south 
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side of the road between sections 19 and 30, about a quarter of a mile east of 
the Millbrook .line. They were built by John O'Brien and his sons, James, 
Joseph and "Billy," for  the manufacture of wagons, cultivators and harrows. 
.'Billy" O'Brien invented and got a patent on a three wing iron harrow, which 
the firm manufactured and shipped in large quantities far  and wide. Eventually 
the O'Eriens sold out to Jesse Carey and removed to Kewanee, and later to Tiffin, 
Ohio. A grocery store was liept in a small building by William P. Hawver.' H e  
also made and repaired boots and shoes. The pioneer blacksmith of this sectioil 
\vas Robert Lovett. 

The Mount Zion Episcopal church was organized in this neighborhood in 
1858, the first meetings being held in the Nelson schoolhouse. The society 
i~uilt a church on the southwest corner of section 20, a little east of West Prince- 
ville, in 1867. I t  was a frame structure, 32x15 feet and cost about $2,000. 

The starting of Cornwell, now known as Monica, on the Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy railroad, settled the fate of West Princeville. Most all of the build- 
ings, including the church, were moved to the new town. 

In the '50s- on section 27, southeast of West Princeville, was located an oil 
factory on the farm now owned by Joseph E. Hill. It  consisted of a refinery 
and six or eight retorts. The company had a house dignified by the name hotel, 
and office and store combined, and a number of small buildings. Here was 
nlailufactured fro111 cannel coal an oil which was designated as kerosene. Bar- 
relled and hauled by wagon to Chillicothe, the product brought from $I to $1.10 
per gallon, but the discovery of oil at Pennsylvania was a death blow to the 
industry. The buildings were torn down and removed. Xt one time, I~owever, 
there were from forty to fifty nlen employed. 

Stone quarries were opened early in the history of the township. Among the 
first were those of 13. F. and J. 2. Slane, on the southeast quarter of section 24; 
Austin and T. 1'. I;outon, on section 25. The Slane brothers also made lime. 

Market points for the people of Princeville and vicinity of the early days 
were Peoria, Lacon and Chillicothe. Often, however, trips were made even by 
ox teams to Chicago, where wheat was talien to the market, the proceeds of which 
would often be invested in lumber, salt, clothing and other necessaries. The 
~vindows. doors and casings of Dr. Charles Cutter's house were secured this 
way froill Chicago, also the sllingles for the First Presbyterian church. Lumber 
was also obtained froill sawmills on Spoon river and Kickapoo creek. There 
were other mills familiar to the pioneers, such as Cos mill and the Rochester 
mill on Spoon river ; Evans' mill in Radnor township ; #Miles1 mill at Southport, 
Eln~woocl township; and the Spring Valley mill. There were other mills closer 
than these just mentioned. There was "Jimmie" Jackson's "whip-saw" mill, 
also Erastus and Thomas Peet's sawmill, James Hai-rison's saw and grist mill and 
Hawn's mill, all in Akron townsl~ip, and Hawn's mill within the village limits. 
Jn 1867 or 1868 the firm of Hitchcock, Vorhees & Seed put up a grist mill in the 
ilorthwest corner of section 19, Akron township. I t  was burned about 1881. 
In the triangular piece of ground east of the property, John Bowman operated a 
inill for several years. 

FIRST STORE 

Elisha hIorrow liept the first store in Princeville in a little frame building 
which stood either on block 8 or g. The structure was the first frame one to be 
erected in the village and the siding was made from logs secured in the vicinity. 
Mr. il.lorrow was a brother of the wife of Amos Stevens. His first competitor 
in business was William Coburn, who had a small building in block 2. H e  sold 
out to a Mr. Ellsworth, who in turn disposed of his stock to W. C. Stevens. Mr. 
Stevens "kept store" it1 the front room of his residence. H e  was wont to take 
orders for various articles of merchandise which he would purchase ill Peoria. 
Soon other merchants came, among them being Greenleaf IVoodbury, Rowley & 
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Hitchcock, Myron Prince and J. W. Gue. The latter died from cholera in 1852, 
the only death known to have occurred from that disease in Princeville. His wife, 
Jerusha T. Gue, continued the business in a store room in block 18, recently 
occupied by Blanchard & Sons. In  the summer of 1851 Elbridge & Parker built 
what is known as an up and down board store building in block 17, where the 
Park hotel is now situated, and the same year a man by the name of Gray opened 
a grocery and notion store but soon closed it for want of sufficient patronage. 
In the next thirty years the following merchants were located at this place: A. G. 
Henry, D. W. Herron, John T. Lindsay, Thomas Alwood, George W. Emery, 
Hie1 Bronson, John H. Russell, Charles and Joseph German, Bohrer & Fergu- 
son, A. G. Persons, G. W. Hitchcock, John Alter, Day & Hitchcock, William 
Simpson, A. D. Sloan, Cecil Mosa, William De Bolt, Solomon Godfrey, Webber 
& Bochtold, Henry Clussman, J. L. Blanchard and John E. Henseler. 

FIRST HOTEL 

Seth E'ulton's tavern was a log building that stood in block g and was built in 
the early '30s. He is credited with having been the first boniface in Peoria and 
came from there to Princeville. His house of entertainment, the "Traveler's 
TIome," was a two-room log house, one room above the other, with a lean to, also 
constructed of logs. The next hostelry was "The Rising Sun," built by William 
Coburn in 1840. Later on Rowley & Hitchcock erected quite an addition to the 
building, with a hall above. Among those who have entertained the traveling 
public may be mentioned Myron French, G. Woodbury, Cyrus Beach, Thomas 
Myers, John Moore, Ashford Nixon and Rowley & Hitchcock. The Arlington 
House has been used for hotel purposes since 1848. Captain John Williams 
kept hotel in the E. Russell house from 1848 to 1855, and in the latter year Wil- 
liam Owens bought the entire south half of the block and built a larger hotel. 
After conducting the hostelry for eight years he sold to John Baldwin in 1863. 
James Rice took charge in 1865 and continued until 1889, with the exception of 
the interims when he leased to John G. Corbet, Lucius Wilkington, Thomas 
Painter and James Rice, Jr. In  1889 Rice sold to A. C. Washburn. There have 
been other hotels in the town. Chief among them was the Eureka House, run by 
W. G. Selby, and which was continued under the management of Mrs. Selby, 
changing the name of the place to the Park House, over which she presided until 
1902, when the building was leased to h/Irs. Kate Schneider. 

The first physicians to practice in Princeville were Drs. Morrow, Waters 
and Mott. Mott and Morrow, however, were hardly entitled to the title as defined 
in these later days when all who practice the healing art must first have obtained 
a license from the state. Dr. Moss was the first regular physician and Dr. Charles 
Cutter next. Others to follow him were Israel G. Harlan, George W. Emery, 
Robert F. Henry, L. M. Andrews, M. S. Marcy, T. E. Alyea, Watkins Warren, 
W. J. Price and C. H. Wilcox. 

FIRST BANK 

George W. Alter and Peter Auten in 1872 established a private bank under 
the firm name of Auten & Alter. Mr. Alter died the same year and Edwin Auten 
becoming a partner, the firm name was changed to Auten & Auten, which con- 
tinues up to the present time. Peter Auten lived to be past ninety years old and 
was at the time of his death the oldest resident of the township. There was 
another bank in the village which was conducted by W. B. Kaiser and R. C. 
Henry from 1892 to 1893, when it ceased to exist. 

PRINCEVILLE INCORPORATED 

The village of Princeville was incorporated under a special charter, April 15, 
1869, as  the town of Princeville, and on March 24, 1874, under the general law 
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it was incorporated as the village of Princeville. The principal advantage in 
separating from the township was to meet the desires of the majority then living 
in the vicinity who were radically opposed to the liquor traffic. The anti-saloon 
license party carried the first election but were unsuccessful from 1870 to 1878, 
when they again wiped out the saloons. The license party was in the ascendant 
from 1880 to '1883 and the "drys" from 1883 to 1885. From that time on until 
1895 it was allnost anybody's fight. Since 1895 the saloon has been out of exist- 
ence in Princeville, and during that period there have been many public improve- 
~nents in the way of substantial streets and cement and brick sidewalks. In 1891 
a brick city hall was erected, with rooms set apart for the council, fire department 
and lock-up. The cost was about $5,000. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Princeville before the advent of the railroads was a stopping place on the 
stage routes running from Peoria and Chillicothe through Southampton to Prince- 
ville and to the west and northwest. The stage carrying both passengers and 
mail stopped at first once a week, then twice a week and later three times a 
week. Its headquarters were at Bliss McMillan's hotel. 

The first railroad to be built through the township was the Peoria & Rock 
Island, now Rock Island & Peoria. In  1870 the railroad company was given 
assistance by the township to the extent of $so,mo. A short time previous to 
this, however, the Buda branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy was com- 
pleted but received 110 bonus from the township. The Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe railroad was constructed and entered the township on the east in 1887, mak- 
ing a junction with the Rock Island & Peoria at Princeville, and with the Chi- 
cago, Eurlington & Quincy a t  Monica. 

MONICA 

As has heretofore been related, Monica was first called Cornwell in honor 
of Solomon S. Cornwell. I t  is located on section 21 between Spoon river and 
Kickapoo creek and was founded about two years after the completion of the 
Eurlington road. The first store was built and started by Andrew D. Rogers. 
The building was burned in 189  and the second in 1896. The third structure 
to be erected in the town was a large store building of Mrs. Wilts'. By 
1897 there were three grain elevators but that year one of them burned to  the 
ground. The place is quite a little business village, is a good grain and stock 
market and has good schools. The population is about 250. 

CHURCHES 

The Presbyterian church was organized August 16, 1834, as Prince's Grove 
church, and was the first to have a house of worship, which was a log school- 
house. In 1844 a frame structure was built on the southeast corner of block 
12, at a great sacrifice on the part of the founders of the village, Mr. Stevens, 
Thomas Morrow, Erastus Peet and others. Morrow, Peet, and William Cluss- 
man each hauled a load of lumber for the building from Chicago. This house 
was used until September 6, 1866, when the main part of the present church was 
dedicated. The chapel rooms were added in 1888 and $1,000, bequeathed by Miss 
Mary C; Clussman, was expended for installing seats, furnaces and repairs in 
1899. Those who have ministered to the wants of this charge are Calvin W. Bab- 
bitt, 1835-38; George C. Sill, 1838; Robert F. Breese, the first regular pastor, 
1843-51 ; Robert Cameron, 1851-57; George Cairns, 1857-58; Jared M. Stone, 
1858-64; William Cunningham, 1864-71 ; Arthur Rose, 1871-77; Samuel R. Bel- 
ville, 1877-86; Charles M. Taylor, 1887-95; D. K. Preston, 1896-97; Charles T. 
Phillips, 1897-. 
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Kt. Rev. Philander Chase, Episcopal bishop of Illinois, upon occasiolls 
preached in the stone schoolhouse. A Congregational church existed for  a short 
time, with Rev. B. F. Worrell as pastor. This was in the '50s. The Christian 
church was in existence here in the '50s and had a house of worship on Canton 
street, just east of the present public-school square. The building was later 
removed and used for city hall purposes. Early in the '60s the membership was 
mostly merged into the Seventh Day Adventist church. The latter society pur- 
chased the Methodist Episcopal church building in 1866 and used it until 1888. 

For history of the Catholic and Methodist churches see articles devoted to 
that subject under those titles. 

FRATERNAL ORDERS 

The fraternal organizations and other societies of Princeville are as follows: 
J. F. French Post, Xo. 153, G. A. R.; Modern Woodmen of America, Prince- 
ville Camp, No. 1304; A. F. & A. M. Princeville Lodge, No. 360; Order of the 
Eastern Star, Union Grove Chapter, No. 229; Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, Diligence Lodge, No. 120; Daughters of Reheliah, Princeville Lodge 9 0 .  
351 ; Fraternal Army of America, Princeville Post, No. 96. 

MILLBROOK TO\;lrNSHlP 

THE PIONEERS AND TI-IEIR TIMES 

Seventy-eight years have elapsed since the first white settlement was com- 
menced in what is liow the organized territory of Millbrook township. The first 
pioaeers found the country a wilderness of grass, with trees along the streams 
in the ravines, on the hillsides here and there a clump-occasionally, scattered 
trees-nothing like the timber of the eastern states. Deer, wolves, raccoons, 
opossums, foxes, rabbits, squirrels, prairie chickens, ducks, geese, wild pigeons, 
quails, jacksnipes, sandhill cranes and wild turkeys were plentiful. Wild pigeons 
and prairie chickens were trapped by the thousands. Geese and ducks were 
harder to get. 

There have been more wolves killed during this winter than for several years 
previous (February 8, 1912). 

In  January, 1855, I counted thirty-two deer in one herd on section three in 
this township. At one time the wild pigeons were so numerous as to darken the 
sun in their flight from the roosting place to the fading g-round. I have seen 
forty rods of rail fence literally covered with prairie chicliens at one time. 

The streams were well stoclted with red and white suckers, croppies, black 
bass and pike. After the county became somewhat populated, a few nearby 
neighbors \vould join in the ownersl~ip of a seine and on a Saturday afternoon 
would go to the river and make a few hauls that supplied all the families with 
fresh fish for  Saturday's supper and over Sunday; and not a detested fish warden 
within a thousand miles. 

There was no road, school, church, mill, market, buzz-wagon, telegraph, 
telephone, railroad or cultivated field. 

After the frost killed the prairie grass in the fall, the pioneers were terrorized 
by the thought of a prairie fire with its concomitant train of desolation. The 
country was frightful in the silence of its own solitude. To add to the horrors 
of the situation, in the warm summer months, it was infested with loathsoine 
and venomous reptiles. 

Wild plums, crab apples, elderberries and grapes grew on the low ground 
near the streams; gooseberries, blackberries and raspberries on the hillsides; 
strawberries on the second bottoms; samiel berries and mulberries on the sides 
of the bluffs. 

The geographical designation of this township for all legal purposes is: 
Township Eleven, north of the base line, Range five east of the Fourth Principal 
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y~eridian. The exterior or township lines were surveyed in 1815. The interior 
or sectional lines were run in 1816. The field notes and plats were not filed in 
the general land office until the early part of 1817. James D. Thomas was the 
surveyor. This is the first record we have of the presence of a white man in 
plillbrook Township. 

It appears from correspondence on file in the war department that the sur- 

1 veyors were harassed by Indians belonging to the Sac and Fox or Winnebago 
tribes. I t  appears of record on the 15th day of October, 1817, warrant 561 was 

1 issued to Peter Eleson, Private Smith's 38th, for the southeast quarter of sec- 
tion thirty-two. 

The south two-thirds is a rich prairie soil, raising abundant crops of all kinds 
of grain. The north part along Spoon river, being an argillaceous loam, pro- 
duces the finest of blue grass, owing to the presence of quantities of lime and 
iron in the soil. The pastures impart a strength, elasticity and firmness to horses 
rivaling the celebrated stock of Kentucky. Underneath the surface is a porous 

/ subsoil, varying in depth froill one to several feet, which is succeeded by the 
glacial drift and beneath this the coal measures Vein number six, usually about 
four feet in thickness, and occupies an area equal to twelve sections, while nuin- 
ber three probably underlies the whole township. The first is reached by drift 
and shaft along and near Plum Hollow, the latter by a shaft (now abandoned) 
on section six. 

Fine beds of gravel, suital>le for road making and concrete work, are found ' in the bluffs of Spoon river. Thick beds of shale, belonging to the same geologi- 1 cal horizon as that at the I'urington works near Galesburg, occur in a number 
of places and will in all probability one day be utilized for brickmaking. 

While it is true that the early settlers were without newspapers, telephones, 
telegraphy, etc., they did not by any means lead a hermit life lilie an anchorite 
"far out in a desert drear." There were various avenues of communication with 

I the outside world. At the gatherings to raise a log cabin, the local happenings 
would be related. The traveling preachers, like the palmers and pilgrims of 
crusader days, brought the news from farther away. As a matter of course it 
was rather prosaic. The land hunters were the most prolific dispensers of news. 
They were prospective settlers ill search of an "eighth" or "quarter" that was 

, not already entered, and would ride about over the country in quest of what they 
I 

wanted. \Irlien evening came they were at the nearest house applying for a 
night's lodging, which was granted with alacrity. The saddle, bridle, and saddle i jags were riirriecl in the house, and the horse stabled and cared for. After 
supper, if the weather was cold, the stranger and the family gathered around 
the fireplace. As a general thing the land seeker was from some eastern state 
and would be able to give an outline of the prominent events of the nation or  
the world at large. He often proved to be an old neighbor from the home "seat." 
If so, a thousand questions were asked and answered. Perhaps, the next man 
that came along would be a capital storyteller and would keep the host and his 
family in a roar of laughter from start to finish. Neither Clay, Webster nor 
Ingersoll ever had a more appreciative audience than the wayfarer in the humble 
log cabins of the frontiersman. 

The township is rich in the evidence of the dwellings of a prehistoric race. 
&4t the confluence of Walnut creek and Spoon river, there appears to have been 
a large village, which is shown by the finding of all kinds of flint and stone 
implements that enter into the domestic economy of savage life; kitchen Micens 
of varying dimensions, burial mounds, one containing some thirty or  forty skele- 
tons, piled in a heap with the long ones at the bottom and the short ones on top. 

On the ranch of Robert L. Clark, between the two streams, are traces of an 
old fort, octagonal in form, the outlines of which are nearly obliterated by the 
ravages of time. In the northwest angle is an oblong elevation, sixty-four by 
forty-seven feet and six feet in height. An exploration to the base of the turttuli 
disclosed the presence of small pieces of galena, copper beads and awls, leaf- 
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shaped flint implements, red ochre, charcoal ashes and faint traces of human 
bones, the lime only. Twenty rods west of this is a low mound, sixty-two feet 
in length from east to west, nineteen feet wide and one foot in height. Just 
west of this is a small round mound. On section four on land owned by M. Rile 
is an important group of mounds. The first is a small round mound, from the 
center of which tb the center of the second is a distance of thirty-nine feet; 
thence to the center of the third thirty feet ;  thence to the south end of the 
fourth is fifty feet;  the fourth measures eighty feet from south to north, with a 
cross at the center, thirty-three by twelve feet, and two feet high. There is also 
a fire place, with burnt stones, charcoal and ashes, at the center of this mound. 
From the west end of this one to the center is one hundred and twenty-three 
feet. This is a common round mound, forty feet in diameter and three feet high; 
thence to number six is fifty-eight feet. This one is ninety-eight by eighteen feet 
and is two feet high. Thence in a northwesterly direction it is seventy-five feet 
to still another one hundred and four feet by eighteen feet, and two and a half 
feet high. From the north end of this, it is one hundred feet to the south end 
of the last of the group. This mound is one hundred and forty feet from south 
to north, is twenty' feet wide and three feet high. An immense number of flint 
or liourstone chips are scattered through the material from which this mound 
is constructed, the nearest known out-cropping of which is at Burlington, Iowa. 
This group commences in the valley just above high water mark and extends 
northwesterly terminating on a bluff sixty feet above high water. 

An exploration of the small mounds disclosed the presence of a human body 
in a sitting posture. 

Nowhere is there the slightest evidence of a contenlporary occupalicy of 
any of the village sites by the Aryan and Indian races. The little flint chips 
scattered over the hillsides are the monuments of a vanished race, their com- 
merce and l~andicraf t. 

William Metcalf was the first white settler in Millbrook township. In the 
spring of 1833, with his wife and two small children and a boy named Amos 
McRill he came by wagon from Richland county, Ohio, arriving a t  French 
Grove. That fall he built a humble log cabin and fenced a small field on the 
southeast quarter of section nine and in the spring of 1834, moved onto the land. 
The first son born to him after he came to Illinois was killed in the battle of 
Shiloh in 1862. 

John Sutherland, a native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, came to Peoria in the 
year 1834, and bought the lots on which the National hotel once stood and was 
one of the original members of the Presbyterian church, ltnown as the Lowry 
church. In August, 1835, he located on section thirty-two, in Millbrook town- 
ship, and built a comfortable log cabin. He was a man of high moral prin- 
ciples, of unquestioned probity and business integrity, and inflexible in his 
determination to do right. His son, E. J., informed me that his father frequently 
walked from his home in Millbrook to Peoria to attend church. He, of course, 
sided with Lowry in his controversy with the adverse party. H e  died September 
5, 1845. Xone of his descendants reside in this part of the country. 

John Sutherland and fanlily formed the nucleus at French Grove around 
which others of like moral and religious sentiments gathered. Among others, 
who by precept and example added to the reputation of the settlement for enter- 
prise, thrift and intelligence, were Daniel McCoy, John A. McCoy, William Reed 
and John McConnel. They were ideal citizens. 

In October, 1845, John Smith, Sr., John Smith, Jr., Therragood Smith and 
families, accompanied by John White and another hired man, landed on what is 
now the site of the village of Rochester. John Smith, Sr., located on section 
seven and built a good sized log cabin, John Smith, Jr., on section eighteen, and 
Therragood on section nineteen. They made the journey from Richland county, 
Ohio, in wagons. The following year, John Carter and Elias \Vycoff, Sr., came 
from the same county and located in the township. The fall of this year 
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John Slocum and family and the Simonds family located at French Grove. About 
Ig40 John Bodine and Joseph Warne came from n'ew Jersey and located on 
section sixteen. John McKune, of Scotland, at the same time located on Scot- 
land Prairie. In May, 1840, James Cation, his father and brothers and Thomas 
Thompson, came from Scotland and built and lived in sod houses on Scotland 
Prairie. 

Alexander McDonald, a native of Ireland, made Scotland Prairie his home 
from about 1839 to the time of his death. 

About this time, the Slocum family came from York state and settled at the 
head of French Grove. Mr. Slocum was a blacksmith. 

After this the county settled up rapidly with people from Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Scotland and Ireland who, as a rule, were industrious, enterprising and 
ambitious to secure homes for themselves, and a heritage for their children. 
JIorality and respectability were dominating characteristics of their lives. 

The first child born in the township was a son to Clark W. Stanton, July 6, 
1836. I t  lived only twelve days. This was the first interment in what is now 
Glendale cemetery and the first in the township. 

The first marriage in the township took place at the house of Clark W. Stan- 
ton, December IS, 1837, the contracting parties being T.  Greeley, a native of 
Salisbury, New Hampshire, and Rliss Chloe A. Barnes, a native of Kew York. 

The beautiful Glendale cemetery is the oldest and largest cemetery in the 
township and is located on a gentle knoll near the village of Rochester. The 
interments here are made from a wide territory. There is a well kept cemetery 
in connection with the Presbyterian church at French Grove. 

The Campbell cemetery is near the southwest corner of section thirteen, but 
is being gradually abandoned. There is an old Indian burial ground near the 
north line of section seven. 

The site of Rochester was chosen for its excellent water power furnished by 
Spoon river. 

I t  was surveyed on the 15th of July, 1836, by George C. McFadden, deputy 
under Thomas Phillips, county surveyor. On the 29th of the same month, the 
plat was acknowledged by John Smith, Jr.? before James P. Harkness, Jr., and 
recorded in the recorder's office. About this time Clark W. Stanton, a carpenter 
from Rochester, New York, arrived and bought a half interest in the town site 
and mill seat, and in the spring bought Smith's entire interest for the sum of 
thirty-two hundred dollars. 

The first store to be opened was that of Thomas J. Hurd, of Peoria, who in 
the summer of 1836 brought a small stock of goods to the place and opened out 
in a small log cabin on the river bank. He was succeeded in a few months by 
Stacy & Holmes. 

In the winter of 1836-37, John Smith, Jr., opened a stock of goods, but the 
ensuing spring sold out to Hon. David Markly, of Canton, Fulton county. then a 
prominent politician of the state. This stock of goods was finally moved to 
Massilon. 

The first blacksmith was Jacob Boland, who came in 1536 and was succeeded 
by C. M. D. Lyon, who retired to a farm in Stark county. 

The first physician was John L. Fifield, a native of Salisbury, New Hampshire, 
who came to Peoria in 1838 and soon after located a t  Rochester. Here he 
remained practicing his profession until 1845, when he removed to Victoria. 
He was an eminent physician, a gentleman of the courtly manners of the olden 
times. Years ago he answered the last call. 

During the forties. Therragood Smith engaged in an extensive business of 
selling dry goods and groceries. In connection with this, he conducted quite a 
pork packing establishment. At one time he sent two hundred steers to the 
Chicago market. H e  was the first postmaster (the office was named Elmore), 
and was appointed in 1845. The b~~siness perished with his sudden death in 
November, 1849. 
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At this time, there is one store, one blacksmith shop, two carpenters, one 
harness maker, one shop and mill, one painter, two justices of the peace, one 
notary public, one mason. 

On account of its desirability as a site for mills, Rochester, at an early day, 
attracted the attention of immigrants and soon gave promise of becoming an 
important business point. At one time it was the liveliest business place in central 
Illinois. From a sanitary standpoint there is no more admirable location for a 
town. The surrounding country is naturally beautiful. The winding river with 
its fringe of un~brageous trees; the landscape to the east, north and west, with 
its vista of rolling hills and dales, stretching far away in autumn tints of emerald. 
ruby, and gold, is a. scene of unsurpassed and indescribable beauty. 

As might have been anticipated, the utilizing of the water power of Spoon 
river was one of the enterprises first to attract the attention of early settlers. 
In those days the owner of a mill, if a good one, had a bonanza. Flour and 
lumber were two of the essentials of frontier life and people would travel many 
miles and await their turn in patience to get a supply of either. I t  was in the 
fall of 1836, after the enterprising Clark JI:. Stanton had purchased one-half 
interest of John Smith, Jr. in the mill seat, that they in coillpany erected the first 
saw mill, and so great was the demand for lumber that the mill was kept running 
day and night. After Stanton had purchased Smith's remaining interest, he 
erected a grist mill, which began to grind some time in the summer of 1837. 
People came to it from Prince's Grove, Slack Water, hiassilon, Lafayette. Scot- 
land Prairie, French Creek, etc. By adding in~provement from time to time, it 
became one of the most complete and best equipped flouring Inills in central 
Illinois. The late Eenjamin Huher, who at one time had an interest in it, stated 
that late in the fifties. the mill would grind two hundred and fifty to three hun- 
dred bushels of wheat per day and one hundred bushels of chopped corn, and 
that it was crowded wit11 business. nut  the march of improvements with the com- 
ing of railroads to other points, deprived it of its activities and a stone pier is the 
only monument that marks the site of its former greatness. 

About 1839. Gilbert Arnold built a sawmill on section six, on the banli of 
Walnut creek; but this, too, has long since gone out of  sight. 

In  1856, John Carter, a wealthy farmer residing in the eastern part of the 
township. undertook the erection of a grist mill on Spoon river. on section three; 
but, being unskilled in mechanical engineering, he was at the mercy of any char- 
latan that came along calling himself a millwright. Through floods, lawsuit; 
and ignorance he was ruined financially. The mill, however, was finally finished 
and did a fair business for a few years. but has long since been utilized for  other 
purposes. 

The village of Laura is located on the northwest quarter of the southwest 
quarter of section twenty-two. I t  was laid out in 1888 by Janles M. Keller, who 
was the first postmaster. John Shaw brought the first stock of goods to the town. 
There are now two dry goods and grocery stores, one hank, one hardware and 
implement store, a blacksmith shop, a chop mill, two elevators, a lumber yard, 
one hotel, one wagon shop, one dressmaker, one physician, one livery stable, a 
fine commodious and well equipped public school building, a Methodist Episcopal 
church. The inhabitants are a religious and church-going people. The popula- 
tion numbers about two hundred. 

Constituted as the early communities were, it could not be supposed otherwise 
than that the promotion of religion would be their first and chief concern. 

Accordingly we find that in the fall of 1836. Rev. Georqe G. Sill, a missionary, 
preached the first Presbyterian sermon in the house of Tohn Sutherland. 

A church of that denomination was organized at Rochester in the summer 
of 1838 with sixteen members. Tohn Warne was ruling elder The church 1tr2s 

taken under the care of the presb$tery in October of the same year. Rev. Robert 
K. Dobbin succeeded Rev. Sill, hut how long he preached does not appear. 
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In 1845, Rev. Robert F. Ereese was installed pastor of the churches of Roch- 
estel. and French Grove, which he continued to serve until his death, September 2, 

185 I .  
The Rochester church was dissolved by presbytery sitting at Brimfield. Sep- 

teniijer 20, 1854, in consequence of the division between the old and new schools, 
the new school members had withdrawn and formed another church in Stark 
county. 

The French Grove Presbyterian church was organized October 20, 1851, by 
,2drlison Coffey, Rev. William Candlish and Ruling Elder John Reynolds, a 
conir~iittee previously appointed by presbytery. There were fifteen members and 
kirilliarn Reed and George S. Kurselle were ordained and installed the first ruling 
elders. Rev. John C. Hanna, a licentiate, was appointed to supply the cliurch 
one-lialf his time and the church at Rochester as often as consisten: with his 
other engagements. The church is now without a pastor or Sunday school. 

Rev. William C. Cumming, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal ::hurcl~, 
preac!~ed the first sermon in the township in the house of John Smith. Sr., on 
section seven in the early part of June, 1836. The original members were John 
SniitL, Sr. and wife, Therragood Smith and wife, and an unmarried daughter of 
John Stllith (probably Lucretia), who died September 7th of that year, and 
M'ill~am Metcalf. John Smith, Sr. was appointed class leader. A house of wor- 
ship was commenced in 1858 on section sixteen, which was blown to fragments 
by a cyc!nne on May 8th of  that year. Through removal and death, the church 
at one time became almost extinct; but there are now houses of worship at 
Rochester and Laura, the former being the legitimate successor of the first 
church and worshipping in a building formerly belonging to the Congreg a t'  on- 
alists. Rev. Earl Fahnestock is now minister of this church, which is in a fairly 
prosperous condition, having a good Sunday school, of which J. P. 1lcCauley is 
superintendent. In addition to the foregoing, John Carter, Mr. Herst, Charles 
Yocum, Thomas Palmer. Thomas Lambertson, Thomas Andrew, E. P. I,amhei-t- 
son and William Bates were prominently identified with early Methodism in the 
township. 

The Methodist church of Laura was built in the summer of 1889, at a cost 
of thirteen hundred dollars, and furnished at a further cost of two l iundr~d 
dollars. The first pastor was Rev. D. D. McComen. The present is Rev. \Vard. 
The cllurch is connected with the Monica charge, its members numbering- .bout 
sixty. There is a flourishing Sunday school in connection. 

The Christian church at Rochester was organized December 18, 1844, 1)y 
Jo111l Underwood, with four members of the first meeting of seven persons, 
having been held in the old school house in November and conducted by >lilton 
Icing. They began building a house of worship in 1858, but it was blown down 
by the cyclone of May 8th of that year. In the summer of 1864, they erected 
another, which cost between three thousand and four thousand dollars. In 
rourse of time, in consequence of deaths and removals, the membership became 
too feeble to maintain an organization and a few years since, Jonathan Pratz, 
the only remaining trustee, deeded the church property to the directors o i  the 
Glendale Cemetery association, by whom the building was repaired, repainted 
and placed in good condition. It  is now used by the Woodmen of America as a 
lodge room, and for moral and religious entertainments. 

The Congregational church was organized June 20. 1841, a t  the house of Elias 
Wycoff in Stark county, with nine members, the ministers being Rev. S. S. Xiles 
and Rev. S. G. Wright. After entering into covenant, hiessrs. William Webctrr 
and N. Wycoff were duly elected and installed ruling elders and Rev. S. S. 
Wright designated as moderator of the session. In 1854, the meetings were held 
at Rochester, a t  which time Rev. Charles B. Donaldson was acting pastor and a t  a 
meeting held April 4th of that year, the name was changed from Spoon River 
Congregational church to Elmore Congregational church of Rochester. During 
the summer and fall of 1866, was erected a house of worship, costinc twenty- 
three hundred dollars, which was dedicated January 22, 1867. The dedication 

Vnl 1-2 1 
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sermon was preached by Rev. W. G. Pierce, of Elmwood, assisted by Rev. James 
Wycoff and Rev. B. F. Hackins. The last named was pastor twelve years, 
From a variety of causes, the society ceased to maintain its organization and 
the church edihce is now owned and used as a place of worship by the Methodist 
I'piscopal church of Elmore. 

The church of the New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian) once had an  organization 
at Rochester, the meetings having been held in the house of John Smith, Jr., on 
section eighteen. At this meeting Rev. John B. Hibbard, a cultured and eminent 
divine of Chicago, made an address. The society consisted of John Smith, Jr, 
and wife, Gilbert Arnold, Caleb North, G. P. Wycoff, the Adams and Pnesipher 
families of Southport, and Philander Arnold of West Jersey, Stark county. 

The first Sunday school was organized in the spring of 1841, Mrs. Breese, 
wife of Rev. Robert Breese, being the first superintendent. She was a woman of 
fine moral and religious sentiments and great force of character and made the 
school a success in every respect. Of those who attended this school, the fol- 
lowing survive: Mrs. hlahala Hurd, nee Uodine, West Jersey, Stark county; 
Mrs. Acenath Neal, nee Matheus, RiIossville, Illinois. 

'The first school in the township was taught in the winter of 1836-37 by Caleb 
niorth, in a small log cabin on the southwest corner of the northwest quarter of 
section twenty, for which he received the munificent salary of ten dollars per 

' 

month and boarded around with the scholars. There is not a known pupil of 
that school now living. 

The first .~chool house in the village of  Rochester was built by Dr. Fifield, 
Tiussell Stanton and Jonah Lewis, without the assistance of public funds. It 
remained until 1867, when it was replaced by a large and commodious brick 
structure which still remains. 

The township is now divided into eight full and two fractional union districts 
ill all of which public schools are regularly taught. The zealous interest taken 
by the people in the cause of popular education is manifested by the flourishing 
condition of these schools and the liberal taxes voluntarily imposed upon them- 
selv2s by the tax payers for  their support. The school houses are, as a rule, of 
the most improved pattern and furnished with all modern appliances to secure 
the c:oinfort, health and advancement in study of the pupil, the cost varying froin 
one thousand to five thousand dollars. They compare favorably with those of 
other localities. Many of them are equipped with fine school libraries. 

In the year 1845, Rev. Robert Breese and his accomplished wife, who was a 
graduate of the celebrated Holyoke seminary, established a school of high grade, 
called the "Breese Seminary." Mrs. Breese was the real principal, her 1111sband 
devoting his time mainly to ministerial work. This school was liberally patron- 
ized by the wealthy and influential families of the surrounding country. Mrs. 
Rreese remained as principal of this school until about 1850, when she was suc- 
ceeded by Miss Elizabeth Goodell. 

The only persons who attended Miss Goodell's school as pupils and now 
1ino1;r.n to be living are Erastus Stanton, of Republic county, Kansas, and 34rs. 
S. J. Adams, nee Anthony. of Peoria county. The "Seminary" building has long 
since disappeared and on its site is a cottage of the village blacksmith. 

From 1836 to 1856. Peoria was the market for the agricultural products of 
Millbrook township. The wheat, oats, corn, and dressed hogs were hauled there 
in wagons and in a while, dressed hogs were marketed at Lacon. Cattle were 
driven to Chicago. After 1856, Elmwood and Oak Hill, on the Peoria & Oquawka 
railroad became its principal shipping points. After the building of the Buda 
branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railroad, the village of Monica be- 
came a market for the eastern part. and Brimfield for a part of the south side of 
the township. 

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe railroad was built across the township in 
1887. In the following year an elevator was erected at the village of Laura on 
the line of that road. There are now two large and well equipped elevators at 
that place, besides cribs of ten thousand bushels capacity. 

I 
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11 was no gay "outing" to drive to Peoria or  Lacon across the bleak, treeless 
prairies, with the mercury below zero and to be pelted at almost every 

step with flying snowflakes and eat a frozen dinner a t  noon time. I t  required lots 
of that commodity, commonly called "sand," to "face the music." 

When it comes to the marketing of grain, contrast the past, when it taok 
two whole days to haul a load of  thirty-five or forty bushels of wheat or corn 
to Feoria, and the present. Now one team will deliver anywhere from two to 
seven loads, of from fifty to sixty bushels, to the elevator in one day. 

During the month of  January, 1912, the Davis Grain Co., of Laura, received 
twenty-five thousand bushels of corn and six thousand two hundred twenty-eight 
bushels of oats, and were seriously handicapped by want of transportation. 

The roads in an early day followed the lines of the least resistance and wound 
about over the country "every which way," to avoid the steep hills and deep miry 
slouqhs, having for  their objective a convenient and shallow ford across the 
larger streams. About 1840 a state road was laid out from Peoria to Rochestund 
via Brimfield, French Grove and Rochester, here crossing Spoon rlver. There 
was an immense amount of traffic on this road in 1849-50-51-52 and 53. People 
were moving to Iowa, Oregon and California, and the wagon makers, blacksmiths 
and hotels located at Rochester did a flourishing business. -411 the time the pay 
was spot cash for their work. 

.+I road led in a northeasterly course from Rochester to Hickory Point in 
Stark county. There was a road across the east side of the township, crossing 
the river a t  the Carter Ford, thence south and connecting with the Knoxville 
road at Brimfield. There was and is a road leading south and north across the 
west side of the township that connected Rochester with Newbery, Farmington 
and other towns in that direction. There was an east and west road on the half 
sectional line of the second south tier of sections. named the old Acme road. 
There was a heavy travel over this highway at one time, but it is now vacated. 
I am of the opinion this was at one time an Indian trail (from the finding of stone 
and flint implements along its course), and probably connected the farms on the 
Illinois river with those on Spoon river. 

At the present time there is a laid out highway on nearly all the sectional 
lines in the township. The high places have been cut down, the low ground 
filled up and sonle of the more important roads gravelled in a good and sub- 
stantial manner. The nlakeshift wooden bridges have been displaced by sub- 
stantial structures of iron and steel, wit11 tnassive piers or al~utments of concrete. 
The log and plank culverts have been replaced by iron and steel pipes. 

There were six or eight inches of snow on the ground on the morning of De- 
cember 20, 1556, with a warm, gentle wind blowing froill the south. As the day 
advanced, the warmth and wind increased. The snow became a soft slush, 
with rivulets everywhere. Between two and three o'clock a fearful roar was 
heard in the nort11.cvest. A glance disclosed the presence of an oncoming cloud 
of dark and portentious mien. In a moment the air was filled with fine hail and 
snow, acconlpanied by a wind of fearful velocity and arctic temperature. In a 
few minutes the ground was a sheet of solid ice. I fany pigs and poultry not 
under shelter froze fast in their tracks. John Sutherland and his son, Elisha, 
were about a mile northeast of where Monica now is, when the blizzard struck 
them. They nearly perished before reaching the home of Capt. Williams. 

Therragood Smith was the first justice of the peace in the territory now 
enlbraced in the township of Millbrook and was elected at a precinct election. 

Pursuant to a previous notice given by the county clerk of Peoria county, the 
first annual town meeting of the citizens of the town of Millbrook was held at 
the house of Joseph Warne, Esq., on Tuesday, April 2, 1850. Charles Yocum 
was appointed moderator and Augustus A. Dunn, clerk of the meeting. The 
moderator and clerk sworn by "Justice" Warne, sundry rules and regulations 
were enacted, relative to fences and live stock, at this meeting. 
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Erastus A. Lewis was elected pound master for Rochester and Samuel Hart 

for the other parts of the town, by holding up of hands. Sixty-eight votes were 
cast and the following officers were elected: 

William Cumming, John E. Wolever, N. N. Davis and J. S. Hirst were elected 
overseers of highways in their respective districts. The following is the result 
of the election for town officers: C. W. Stanton was elected supervisor; R. C. 
Hart, assessor ; G. P. Wycoff, collector; Charles Yocum, overseer of poor ; Alex- 
ander McDonald, E. J. Sutherland and A. A. Dunn, commissioners of highways; 
William Hakes and Samuel A. Smith, constables; 14. F. Greeley and Joseph 
Warne, justices of the peace; C. R. Young, town clerk. The town meeting was 
voted to be held at Rochester. 



CHAPTER XXIII 

1 VILLAGE OF PEORIA INCORPORATED I N  1831-FIRST OFFICIALS-VARIOUS INDUSTRIES 

I AND MERCANTILE CONCERNS O F  THAT TIME-EARLY CHURCHES, PREACHERS, 
NEWSPAPERS AND DIRECTORIES-PEORIA INCORPORATED AS A CITY I N  WINTER O F  
I ~ ~ ~ - - F I R S T  OFFICIALS FOR WHICH O N E  HUNDRED AND NINETY-SEVEN VOTES 
WERE CAST-FIRST AND PRESENT PUBLIC BUILDING-UTILITIES AND GOVERN- 
MENT O F  THE CITY-THE POSTOFFICE. 

The history of the city of Peoria practically begins with that of the county, 
for on the 7th day of January, 1825, it was ordered by the county commissioners' 
court that William Holland be authorized to employ a suitable person to survey 
into lots the fractional quarter section of land by the legislature for the county 
seat, the dimensions of the lots to be eighty feet wide and one hundred feet in ' length, including eight feet to be deducted from each for an alley, the street 
on the shore of Lake Peoria to be one hundred and ten feet in width. 

An order was made upon the petition of William Holland, at  the September 
term following, that a town be laid out as the county seat of Peoria county. In 
this order provisions were made for the streets to run following the cardinal 

1 points of the compass, that the public squares should be three hundred and sixty 
feet on each parallel, containing five lots each of seventy-two feet frontage; 
that there should be a public square containing four square blocks; that Water 
street should be one hundred and ten feet wide, and to commence on the edge 1 or break of the bank of the lake and extend back the one hundred and ten feet 
required. At the same term William Holland received an order for four dollars 
in specie, or its equivalent in state bank paper, which was about two dollars, for 
running or causing to be run, the exterior lines of the town of Peoria and making 
a plat of the same. 

A street was laid out commencing at  the quarter section corner near the inter- 
section of Bridge and Adams streets, running thence north along the west line 
of the quarter between the old town and what is now Monson & Sanford's Ad- 
dition, thirty-one feet east of the present east line of Franklin street, to the 
northwest corner of the quarter located on the premises now occupied by Dr. 
Miller; also a street along the north line of said quarter to the northeast corner 
between Adams and Jefferson streets near Eaton, in the lot recently selected for 
the Assembly Hall. This exterior street stopped at  that point probably in anticipa- 
tion of a street being laid out on the adjoining fractional quarter section now 
known as Mill's Addition, running thence south to the river. All the interior 
streets were laid out parallel with these streets, the same as in Monson & San- 
ford's and other additions in the west part of the city. 

The action of the commissioners' court noted above was taken, notwith- 
standing the difficulty in securing from the government a grant to the land and 
claims set up by those alleging to have an equity in the property. At the March 
(1826) term the court, having the situation in mind, ordered, that whenever the 
said land should be entered by the county, the damages sustained by such per- 
sons should be ascertained to the extent of the cost of improvements made by 
the claimants, and the amount to be deducted out of the price of any lots they 
may purchase. 
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A sale of lots was ordered at the May term, to take place on the tenth of 
July following, the terms of sale to be ten per cent cash, the balance on six, 
twelve and eighteen months' credit. Another order at this term was for a re- 
survey of the town and the streets to be run parallel with the river, and William 
Holland was employed to see that the work was done. 

On the 10th day of July, 1826, an order was entered by the commissioners9 
court, in which Joseph Smith was authorized to emp1,oy an auctioneer for the 
sale of lots and to furnish whiskey for the occasion; also that the clerk deliver 
the plat for recording. The survey commenced at the foot of Fayette street, 
running thence to Liberty street, thence to Madison street, thence to Fayette 
street, thence to Water. There were three other blocks, not divided into lots, 
between Madison and Monroe streets, shown on the plat, and this was the first 
plat recorded as a permanent survey of the town of Peoria. 

As to the naming of the streets, Judge McCulloch contributes the follo\ving: 
"The street next the river was called Water street, and those running parallel 

with it were named after the presidents of the United States in the order of 
their succession, except the then incumbent of that office, for whom there was 
no street to name, and, if there had been, it could not have been done without 
duplication. No record is left of any reason why the other streets were named 
as they were, but it will readily appear why Main street received its name, it 
being the longest street on the plat except Adams, and the one most eligible for 
business purposes. Fulton street may have been named after one of the Fultons, 
who were among the earliest settlers, one of them, Samuel Fulton, being then 
sheriff of the county. The name of Liberty street is wholly arbitrary. Hamilton 
may have been named after the surveyor, William S. Hamilton, but more prob- 
ably after his father, the distinguished Alexander Hamilton. Fayette was doubt- 
less named after the Marquis de LaFayette, who had recently visited this country 
and whose name was on everybody's lips." 

William Clark had been secured as auctioneer and the court, on July ~ ~ t h ,  
allowed him three dollars for crying the sale of lots and on the following day, 
William Holland received an order on the county treasurer for $10.50, for serv- 
ices rendered and cash paid by him in surveying the town of Peoria. I t  was also 
ordered by the court that William S. Hamilton be paid the sum of $58.75, in full 
payineilt for surveying the town of Peoria. I t  appears that Hamilton had agreed 
to and received two lots in lieu of the cash. The book kept to record that first 
public sale of Peoria lots contains the following names and notations of pur- 
chases : 

Isaac Funk purchased lots No. 6 in block No. 2, price $100; No. 8 in block 
No. 2, at $66.50; No. 10 in block No. 2, $55; No. I in block No. 7, $38; No. 8 
in block No. 3, at $77 ; and No. I in block No. 3, a t  $52. 

Hiram Eads bought lots No. 5 in block No. 2, at $52; and No. 4 in block 
No. 10, at $34.50. 

John Hainlin, lots No. 10 in block No. 3, at $85; and No. g in block No. 3, 
at  $52.50. 

Sanluel Fulton, lot No. 4 in block No. 2, at $35. 
Eli Redman, lot No. 7 in block No. 7, at $31. 
George Sharp, lot No. 6 in block No. 7, at $42. 
Nicholas Hansen, lots No. I in block No. 6, and No. 2 in block No. 6, at $85. 

.William Holland, lot No. 3 in block No. 2, at $29. 
Henry Neely, lot No. 7 in block No. 2, at $67. 
James Latham, lots No. 7 in block No. 3, at $79.75 ; and No. 6 in block No. 3, 

at  $62. 
Joseph Ogee, lots No. 6 and 7 in block No. I, a t  $96.25. 
William Wright, lot No. 5 in block No. g, at $25. 
William S. Hamilton, lots 8 and 9 in block No. I, at $58.75 (his fee for 

survey). 
Joseph Smith, lots No. I and 2 in block No. 2, a t  $51. 
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Hiram Curry, lot No. g in block No. 2, at $51. 
James Scott, lot No. 5 in block No. 10, at $50.62$. 
Rivers Cormack, lot No. 10 in block No. 4, at $85. 
A second sale of lots was ordered to be advertised by the commissioners' 

court on the 5th day of September, 1826, to take place on the first Monday of 
November following and another order of like purport was entered at a special 
term of the court in July, 1832, and from that on several sales of lots were or- 
dered until all had been disposed of. 

On July 3d, 1832, it was ordered that the public ground in front of Water 
street should remain as such without being built upon until the town of Peoria 
should become incorporated. 

Charles Ballance, county surveyor, was ordered on the 5th day of March, 
1834, to establish the exterior lines of Peoria town-fraction; also to lay off in 
blocks and lots the remainder of said fraction. As surveyor, Ballance made a 
re-survey of the town plat, and laid off the whole quarter section into lots and 
blocks, making all the streets one hundred feet in width. In  the following July 
Mr. Ballance re-platted that portion of the town northeast of Fayette street, 
making the, streets running from the river towards the bluff, eighty feet wide, 
and obtained a tract of ground in the northeast corner of the quarter section, 
which was designated as a part of "State Square." 

PEORIA INCORPORATED. AS A VILLAGE 

The legislature passed an act on the 1st day of March, 1831, providing for 
the incorporation of towns and cities. Under authority of this measure an elec- 
tion was held on March r ~ t h ,  1835, at which time the following board of trus- 
tees was chosen by the electors: Dr. Rudolpl~us Rouse, Chester Hamlin, Rufus 
P. Burlingame, Charles W. McClallan and Isaac Evans. Dr. Rouse was elected 
president of the board, which met at the store of Rufus P. Burlingame, and 
elected Cyrus Leland, clerk, and Mr. Burlingame, treasurer. At this meeting 
the board passed a resolution that the village should embrace an area of one 
square mile, having its center at the southwest corner of Main and Madison 
streets. 

On the day preceding the election of the board of trustees Abram S. Buxton 
and Henry Wolford founded the first newspaper in Peoria and called it the 
"Illinois Champion and Peoria Herald." From its pages the reader learns that 
the firm of Pettengill & Gale were in the mercantile business in a building for- 
merly occupied by P. G. Deal and kept a general assortment of hardware, tin 
and woodenware, window glass, hollowware, fire dogs, card boxes, sheet iron 
backs, tin plate and cooking stoves, stove-pipe, plain and fine harness, boots and 
shoes, socks and stocltings. Aquilla Wren desired his patrons to know that he 
had on sale Kanawha and Conemaugh salt, fresh raisins, Cognac brandy, white 
Malaga wine, Madeira and port wine, London Particular Teneriffe, claret wine, 
Muscat wine, brown sugar, burr millstones and other things. I .  M. &'J. Crisman 
& Company had a line of spring and summer goods and other things. There 
were two public houses advertised, one kept by William Eads near the old fort 
and the "Peoria House and General Stage Office," corner Main and Washington 
streets, presided over by O. A. Garrett. The "Champion and Herald" also shows 
that in 1834 there was a tailoi- in the second story of a building belonging to 
Aquilla Wren, on Water street, by the name of P. A. Westervelt. The following 
physicians were here at that time: Dr. Joseph C. Frye, who lived at the residence 
of Mr. Buxton, on Adams street, now occupied by the Bryan block; Dr. J. M. 
Russell, Dr. Kellogg and Dr. Augustus Langworthy. The cards of only two law- 
yers were published in the paper. These were Charles Ballance, at  the time 
county surveyor, and John L. Bogardus. It appears, however, that there was 
another attorney here when the "Champion and Herald" was founded, in' the 
person of Lewis Bigelow. 
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In the issue of the "Illinois Champion and Herald" of date December 6, 1834, 

, a card of thanks was published, signed by fifteen persons, in which Captain 0. 
H. Kellogg, who had just made a successful trip from St. Louis to Peoria, with 
the Winnebago, was extolled for his skill and perseverance, as well as kindness 
and hospitality shown them on their voyage with him. In another column of 
the paper was a card of Captain Kellogg, giving notice that his boat would be 
fitted up to run between Peoria and St. Louis the next season. 

Among other notices, published in this premier paper of the county may be 
mentioned the following: Preaching at the schoolhouse by Rev. Leander Walker; 
desire of William Eads to sell an unfinished house on Liberty street, and other 
property; the offer of a reward by Seth Fulton for the return of two stray 
horses; notice of Isaac Waters, clerk of the county commissioners' court, to 
persons, whose notes given for town lots were due, to make payment; also that 
on December 26th a contract would be let to the lowest bidder for the building 
of a county jail; there was also a notice for a meeting to form a lyceum. 

About the year 1838, a publication entitled "A Gazetteer of Illinois," issued 
by Dr. J. M. Peck, describes Peoria at that time in the following words: 

"Peoria now has twenty-five stores, two wholesale and five retail groceries, 
two drug stores, two hotels and several boarding houses, two free schools and 
an incorporated academy, two Presbyterian houses of worship and congrega- 
tions, one Methodist, one Baptist, one Unitarian and one Episcopal congregation, 
six lawyers, eight or ten physicians, one brewery, two steam sawmills, the usual 
proportion of mechanics, a court house and a jail and a population of from fif- 
teen to eighteen hundred, which is rapidly increasing. The 'Peoria Register and 
Northwestern Gazetteer' is issued weekly by S. M. Davis, Esq. The religious ' 

people of this place have contributed no less than about $23,000 the past year 
for philanthropic purposes." 

In the "Peoria Register and Gazetteer," established on the 7th of April, 
1837, by Samuel M. Davis, is published the notice of a meeting of the lyceuin, 
of which Charles M. Reynolds was secretary. Also a notice that the Rev. Mr. 
French would preach in the court house on Sunday, and notices by Rev. Isaac 
Keller, pastor of the First Presbyterian church, and Rev. John Spaulding, pastor 
of the Main Street Presbyterian church, who would hold services on Sunday. 

The provision market was quoted as follows: Flour, $2.50 to $3.00 per one 
hundred pounds ; beef, 4 to 6 cents per pound; pork, 6 to 7 cents; mutton, scarce 
at  8 cents; lard, none; butter, 16 to 20 cents; white beans, $1.00 to $1.25 per 
bushel; corn meal, 75 to 87% cents; oats, 25 to 30 cents a bushel; corn, 62 to 75 
cents; potatoes 37 to 50 cents; onions, 50 to 63 cents; eggs, 10 to 12 cents per 
dozen; chickens, $1.50 to $1.75 per dozen. 

The following professional cards appear in the paper: Lawyers, Powell & 
Knowlton, office in the court house; Charles Ballance; James H. Sanford, in 
the rear room over the store of Alter & Howell, Main street; George B. Parker, 
probate justice, office in the court house; Peters & Gale, attorneys, office in the 
court house; Frisby & Metcalf, attorneys, office in the court house. The busi- 
ness cards were: T. L. Mayne, watchmaker and jeweler, Washington street; A. 
Meyers, groceries, liquors, wines, cigars, etc., Water street; J. C. Armstrong, 
wholesale grocer, forwarding and commission merchant; A. G. Curtenius, re- 
ceiving, forwarding and commission merchant, Water and Liberty street. This 
was at  the place now occupied by the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific passenger 
and freight depot. Farrell & Lippincott, wholesale druggists, Main street; 
Forsythe & Company, consisting of R. J. Forsythe, of Wheeling, Virginia, and 
Andrew Gray, Peoria, general agents, receiving, forwarding and commission 
merchants; John A. McCoy, dealer in leather of all kinds, boots, shoes and hats, 
corner of Fulton and Water streets; I. & J. Tapping, fashionable tailors, suc- 
cessors to J. G. Lineback. 
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PEORIA INCORPORATED AS A CITY 

In the winter of 1844-5 the state legislature passed a measure entitled "An 
~ c t  to Incorporate the City of Peoria," and providing therein that the charter 
should be submitted to a vote of the people. Pursuant thereto an election was 
held at the court house on April 21, 1845, which resulted in a large majority 
vote in favor of the adoption of the charter. There were 197 votes cast a t  that 
election and only 35 of them were against the proposition. On Monday, the 
28th of April, an election was held for officials to govern the newly made city, 
at which time William Hale was elected mayor and Jesse L. Knowlton, Peter 
Sweat, Charles Kettelle, Clark Cleveland, John Handin, Chester Hamlin and 
Hervey Lightner were elected aldermen. Jacob Gale and Amos P. Bartlett each 
received 168 votes. This made a tie. On May 5th William Hale was sworn 
in and the aldermen with him, who, upon their first meeting, passed an ordinance 
providing that in case of a tie vote for alderman the lot should be cast by the 
mayor. The mayor, acting under this authority, cast his vote in favor of Amos 
P. Uartlett. At the same time Jesse L. Knowlton was elected city clerk. 

From time to time after the incorporation of Peoria as a city, the limits of 
the municipality were extended by various means. On February 12, 1863, the 
entire township was taken in, and in 1869 the boundaries were further extended. 
Then in recent years South Peoria and West Peoria have been annexed and by 
the acquisition of North Peoria there was added to the jurisdiction of the cor- 
poration the north half of the northwest quarter of section 4, township 8 north, 
range 8 east;  the south half of section 33; the south half of the north half of 
section 33 ; the southwest quarter and the south half of the northwest quarter; 
and so much of the southeast quarter of section 34, township g north, range 8 
east, as lies west of the road to Springdale cemetery. 

At the time Peoria became a city, according to a census taken in January, 
1844, the population numbered 1,619. During the following decade this number 
had increased to I 1,858-a remarkable growth. 

I t  is not exactly known when Drown issued his first directory, but in March, 
1851, his second "Directory and Historical View of Peoria," was published, but 
dated as the year 1850. These directories of Drown's were published for sev- 
eral years. Omi E. Root began the publication of his annual directories in 1856. 

At various times the original city charter has been revised and the time for  
holding city elections changed. In 1861 the annual election was changed to the 
second Tuesday in March; in 1863, to the second Monday in April; in 1867, the 
time for holding the annual election was fixed for the same day as the township 
election; in 1869, the entire charter was revised, which fixed the time for the 
annual election for the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, officers 
elected to take their seats on the first Tuesday in January, ensuing. This con- 
tinued until the adoption of the general incorporation law, since which time the 
elections have been held on the third Tuesday in April. 

The chief executives of the village and city of Peoria, since their incorpora- 
tion to the present time, are named below : 

VILLAGE O F  PEORIA 

1835-36Rudolphus Rouse, 1836-37-George B. Parker, 1837-41-Rudolphus 
Rouse, 1841-42-Peter Sweat, 1842-13-Lewis Howell, 1843-44-John King, 
1844-45-Halsey 0. Merriman. 

CITY O F  PEORIA 

1845-William Hale, 1846-Charles T. Stearns, 1847-4&Williarn Mitchell, 
1849-Jacob Gale, 1850-Dennis Blakely, 1851-George C. Restor, 1852-Jona- 
than K. Cooper, 1853-54-George C. Bestor, 1855-Charles C. Ballance, 1856-57 
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-Gardner T. Barker, 1858-5vWilliam R. Hamilton, 1860-John D. Arnold, 
1861-William A. Willard, 1862-Gardner T. Barker, 1863-Mathew W. Mc- 
Reynolds, 1864-Jacob Gale, 1865-66-Henry T. Baldwin, 1867-Philip Bender, 
1868-70-Peter R. K. Brotherson, 1870-72-Gardner T. Barker, 1872-74-Peter 
K. K. Brotherson, 1873-76-John Warner, 1876-78-Leslie Robison, 1878-82- 
John Warner, 1882-84-Frank Hitchcock, 1884-8fLJohn Warner, 1886-88- 
Samuel A. Kinsey, 1888-*John Warner, 1890-93-Charles C. Clarke and John 
Warner, 1893-95-Philo B. Miles, 1895-97-William M. Allen, 1897-gg--John 
Warner, 1899-191-Henry W. Lynch, 1901-03-William F. Bryan, 1903-05- 
E. N. Woodruff, 195-07-A. B. Tolson, 1907-ocp-Thomas O'Connor, ~ g o g -  
E. N. MJoodruff. 

GROWTH I N  POPULATION 

In 1838, four years after the village of Peoria had been incorporated, a pub- 
lication styled "A Gazetteer of Illinois," made its appearance in Peoria and its 
editor, Dr. J. M. Peck, in an interesting "local" appearing in his paper estimated 
the population of Peoria at that time as being in the neighborhood of from 1,200 
to 1,600. But there could not have been that many, or else the increase was 
slow for the next ten years, for the reason that in January, 1844, when Peoria 
was given its city charter, there were only 1,619 inhabitants of the place. How- 
ever, the next decade indicates the rapid progress of the embryo city. In  June, 
1855, the census showed a sevenfold increase, or 11,858, and from thence on the 
growth in population presaged the future important city of Illinois, each census 
showing an increase, as follows : 1860-14,045, an increase of 8,950 in ten years; 
1 8 7 ~ 2 2 , 8 4 9 ,  an increase for the decade of 8,804; 1880-29,259, an increase 
of 6,410; 1890-41,021, an increase of 11,765; 190-56,100, an increase of 
15,076; and in 1910-66,950, an increase of 10,850. 

BUSINESS PROGRESS 

From Drown's and Root's directories, the "Peoria Transcript" and other pub- 
lications of the early days, much valuable information has been obtained in rela- 
tion to the progress in building, business and wealth of the new city of Peoria. 
N. C. Geer, publisher of the "Peoria Transcript," in 1859 issued a thirty-two page 
pamphlet, in which was given a descriptive account of the city, its manufactories 
and other industries. The city even at that date had begun to attract manufac- 
tories. In 1844 they were making here daguerreotypes, threshing machines, 
horse powers, corn threshers and cleaners, reaping machines, leather, copper 
and tinware, plows, wagons, carriages and brass and iron foundry products. 
There were also wholesale concerns dealing in groceries, leather goods, hard- 
ware and drugs. By 1854 there were three financial concerns-the Central Bank, 
Robert A. Smith, cashier, located on the corner of Main and Water streets; N. 
B. Curtiss & Company, on an opposite corner; and J. P. Hotchkiss & Company, 
at No. 13 Main street. The sale of merchandise for the year was estimated at 
$1,855,562; the exports and imports at $3,1~7,ooo. In 1856 the value of the 
manufactories were estimated to be : Distilleries, $540,000 ; breweries, $25,000 ; 
flouring mills, $500,000 ; foundries, $128,000 ; planing mills, $297,0OO ; agricul- 
tural implements, $150,000; plow factories, $85,000; carriages and wagons, 
$125,000; cooperage, $138,000; lightning rods, $120,000; marble and stone cut- 
ting, $36,000 ; cabinet furniture, $75,0m ; saddle and harness, $36,000 ; tin, copper, 
brass, etc., $28,000; fish, $85,000; boatbuilding, $40,000; candle and soap fac- 
tories, $26,600; stone and earthenware, $7,300; and others not mentioned, bring- 
ing the total up to $3,251,000. Real estate was quoted a t  $150 to $300 per 
front foot for first class business property; desirable residence lots from $400 
to $3,000 each. The exports and imports for the years 1856 and 1857, amounted 
to $9,831,000, and consisted of the following articles: barley, beer, beeves, broom 
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corn seed, coal, corn, corn meal, hominy, starch, hides, flaxseed, clover; timothy, 
flour, hogs, lumber of all kinds, millet, oats, plows, rye, shorts, dressed sheep and 
,calves, wheat and whiskey. 

LOG BUILDINGS DISAPPEAR 

Ey the year 1856 practically every log building had disappeared and given 
way to frame and brick structures. There were at that time about two thousand 
frame and one thousand brick buildings in the city. In 1854 the firm of Walker 
& Kellogg, dealers in grain, pork and other produce, erected one of the largest 

and grain houses in the Illinois valley. It  was 60 feet wide and extended 
back on Elm street 250 feet from the river bank. It  was one and a half stories 
high, with basement. The latter was constructed of brick and the superstructure 
was frame. I t  was also at this period that the Peoria Gas Light & Coke Company 
established its plant at the foot of Persimmon street, and had then about four 
miles of pipe laid in the streets. Mention is also made of the erection of a large 
flouring mill by the firm of William and Isaac Moore, on North Fayette street; 
also that Wallier 8r Kellogg had built a fine brick structure for a warehouse just 
above the building they had erected the previous year. It is also noted that the 
Peoria K Bureau Valley railroad had built its freight depot, engine house, black- 
smith shop, machine shop and round house at the foot of Evans street, where 
they are to this day. The two warehouses of Walker & Kellogg and Grier & 
McClure, during the year, handled 648,847 bushels of wheat; 1,475,ooo bushels 
of corn ; 340,000 bushels of oats ; 26,625 bushels of rye ; 26,527 bushels of barley, 
or in all, 2,517,000 bushels. 

CITY CUILDINGS 

The ''Market House," which was situated in the middle of Washington street, 
between Main and Hamilton, was probably Peoria's first public building, but 
when it was erected has not been definitely ascertained by a search of the records 
or by incluiry among those who might have "facts and figgers" stored away in 
their memories. It  was a modest structure, however, and served more than the 
purpose for which it was originally intended. For many years it gave shelter to 
the fire engines and might well be designated as the first engine house. 

The records in the office of the city clerk show that on March 21, 1848, a 
committee was appointed to purchase for $300 lot No. 3 in block 6, for a city 
hall and engine house. That committee consisted of Dennis Blakely, Lewis 
Ilowell and Charles W. McClallan. The building-a two-story structure-was 
erected, and as a matter of course the first floor was devoted to the fire company, 
and the cellar was used as a calaboose. In the second story were the council 
room, police magistrate's, city clerk's'and other offices. I n  1858 lots were pur- 
chased on Madison avenue and Fulton street, 14 feet on the former and 171 on 
the latter, and in 1859 a new city hall was erected thereon, at a cost of $10,000. 
This was a brick structure, with stone trimmings, two stories in height, and a 
tower for the bell 60 feet in height. The engine room was located on the ground 
floor,' also the mayor's and police offices, and in the rear the city prison. The 
council, clerk, city engineer and other city officials were assigned to rooms on the 
second story. In  1859 a market house was built adjoining the city hall, at  a 
cost of $ro,ooo, but was never patronized to any considerable extent. I t  was 
torn do\vn with the other old building to make way for the new city hall. 

PRESENT CITY HALL 

In  1898 the present city hall was completed, at a cost of $234,592, and is one 
of the finest structures in the city. I t  is four stories high and built of rough 
brown stone. A tower extends up from the roof, in which is hung the old alarm 
bell, formerly used in the tower of the old city hall, simply for  preservation, as 
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the telephone and electrical appliances of the present day have superseded the 
fire bell for all time. On Fulton street, adjoining the city hall, is the city prison, 
which was erected at the same time. 

THE COLISEUM 

Another monument to the progressive ideas of the citizens of Peoria is the 
magnificent mammoth building at the corner of Adams and Hancock streets, 
which was completed in May, 1901, and named The Coliseum. To  provide a 
site for the building the city in the year 1900 purchased the lots for $12,000, 
As Peoria became a popular convention city, the need for such a structure became 
apparent and the city authorities took the initiative in erecting an  auditorium suit- 
able for the accommodation of large public meetings, conventions and other as- 
semblages. The Coliseum was inaugurated by the holding of a musical festival, 
which lasted several days. As one enters the vast interior, which consists of one 
main audience room, he sees before him a'large stage, to which are attached 
dressing and ante rooms. Along the main street wall and side walls are gal- 
leries. The seating capacity is about 4,000. Cost, $59,761.65. which was paid 
by the Peoria Street Railway Company, under a clause in its franchise. 

THE WORKHOUSE 

In 1878 the city council and the county board of supervisors held a meeting 
and entered into an agreement for the erection of a workhouse, the cost of 
which was to be paid by the city and county, jointly. A committee of six, con- 
sisting of three members from each body, was appointed to purchase grounds 
and erect the building. This joint committee selected a tract of land adjoining 
the waterworks, consisting of six and one-fourth acres, upon which a brick 
building, two stories high, was erected, and with the grounds cost about $18,000, 
of which the county paid $8,000. The building and grounds were occupied on 
the 9th day of April, 1879, and Alexander Furst was placed in charge as warden. 
The inmates are composed of that class of offenders against the law found guilty 
of the violation of the ordinances of the city, and other misdemeanors. They are 
compelled to work during the period of their sentence at occupations that can be 
carried on upon the grounds. 

WATERWORKS 

The water first used for culinary purposes by the settlers of Peoria was ob- 
tained from springs and wooden cisterns. For other uses the Illinois river was 
depended upon. The construction of these wooden cisterns was an important 
adjunct to the cooper's trade, as can be seen by a glance a t  the advertisements 
in the newspapers of the day. They were made somewhat similar to a common 
railroad water tank, hooped with iron and set into the ground. To  render the 
water palatable, ice was used, which was handled by the merchants. In 1833 
Stephen Stillman devised a plan to utilize a spring of water, which bubbled forth 
from a spot in front of what is now St. Francls Hospital, by conveying it in 
wooden pipes to the public square, and as a new court house was in contemplation 
and no adequate supply of water nearer than the river, the county commissioners 
entered into a contract with Stillman, granting him the exclusive right to conduct 
the water to the square. The pipes were made of logs, bored through from end 
to end by hand, which was the usual way of making pump stocks a t  that time. 
After the court house was con~pleted a public well was sunk at the west corner 
of the square by Dr. Rudolphus Rouse, who had been employed by the county 
commissioners for that purpose and this well was in use for many years. An 
act of the legislature, February I ,  1843, empowered the "Peoria Water Com- 
pany" to improve any spring within two miles of the corporate limits. In the 
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of that year the company excavated about the spring in the northeast 1 corner of section 8, near Spencer street, and strengthened the well with a sub- 
stantial wall. They conducted the water through leaden pipes into the residence 

of the city and business houses in the neighborhood of the public square. 
I They also extended the pipes as far  as  Hancock street, between Madison and 
I Monroe. 

At a session of the town trustees in 1844 it was resolved that a meeting of 
the citizens be called to assemble at the court house for the purpose of devising 
means to protect property from fire. But no substantial results transpired from 
that meeting, but by an act of the legislature, March 3, 1845, the trustees of 
the town were authorized to construct a general system of waterworks with the 
power to talce any springs within two miles of the corporate limits. Nothing, 
however, seems to have been done under this act. At the March term, 1846, of 
the county commissioners' court William H. Fessenden, Peter Sweat and A. P. 
Eartlett were appointed a committee for the construction of two cisterns in the 
public square for fire purposes. 

In 1857 another offer was made to provide the city with a sufficient supply 
I of water. The "Peoria City Hydraulic Company," with a capital of $250,000, 

was authorized to construct waterworks, its franchise to run fifty years. The 
company was privileged to conduct the water from the Illinois river within two 
miles of the corporate limits through leaden, iron or other aqueducts and to dis- 
pose of the water to consumers upon equable terms; and that the profits should 
not exceed fifty per cent of the capital stock paid in. Under the charter the 

i property of the company was to be free from taxation by the city, in considera- 
tion of which the city and the fire companies were to have the water free of 
charge. It  was also provided that the city should have the right to purchase the 
works by paying cost and interest on the money expended at not to exceed 
twelve per cent per annum. The city was empowered by another act of the 
legislature to issue bonds to the amount of $IGO,OOO in aid of the waterworks 
company. This movement for a public water supply also came to naught. 
In the meantime there had been disastrous fires, the losses from which could 

I 

not be prevented for the lack of water, so that protection from fire became so 
imperative that the city council was prompted to take the matter into its own 
hands, and on January 19, 1864, a resolution was adopted by that body that a 
committee of three in connection with the city engineer and surveyor be appointed 

1 by the mayor to inquire into the expediency of erecting waterworks for  the city. 
to report plans and probable cost. Pursuant thereto a committee was selected, 
consisting of Aldermen Frederick Bohl, P. R. K. Brotherson and Patrick W. 
Duiine, but before it had finished its duties the city engineer, Mr. Russell, and 
,4lderman Dunne had retired, and Isaac Underhill and Michael B. Loughlin sub- 

/ stituted as members. On June Z I S ~ ,  1864, the committee reported a plan with 
estimates and cost and recommended that an amendment of the city charter 
be procured so as to authorize an issue of bonds to the amount of $~OO,OOO. 
An act tr? ihat effect was passed by the legislature and at an election held on the 
10th day of April, 1865, the proposition of issuing that amount of bonds was 
defeated by a vast majority. Out of an entire vote of 2,300, only 203 votes were 
cast in the affirmative. The matter was again taken up a t  the meeting of the 
council, February 4, 1868, at which time a resolution was adopted under which 
the mayor appointed a committee consisting of John H. Francis, Enoch 
Emery and Michael B. Loughlin, with instructions to employ a suitable engineer 
to make plans, surveys and estimates for the work and authority to visit such 
places as- they might deem necessary to procure requisite information. This 
committee after visiting several places, including Chicago and St. Louis, reported 
to the council and urged that body to pass an ordinance establishing a system 
of waterworks in the city of Peoria. The committee's report and suggestion 
were adopted and an ordinance passed. At the same time an ordinance was 
passed creating a department of the city government to be called the water- 
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works department, which was to be under the direction and management of 3 
committee of the city council, to be composed of five members and appointed 

committee John H. Francis, Enoch Emery, Gardner T. Barker, Samuel A. Kinsey 
and Larkin B. Day. Soon thereafter an ordinance was passed authorizing the 
mayor and clerk to issue bonds to the amount of $300,000, and on April 11 the 

I by the mayor. Under the ordinance the mayor appointed for the waterworks , 

mayor was authorized to borrow the money necessary for the construction of 
the proposed waterworks. 

The waterworks committee reported on May 25th that it had engaged Joseph 
A. Locke, assistant engineer of the waterworks at Louisville, Kentucky, to make 
preliminary surveys and estimated costs of the undertaking, and that the en- 

I 
gineer had determined that the cost, exclusive of the grounds, would amount to 
$310,000. This included a reservoir to cost $52,250, the same to be located on 
the bluff at an elevation of 200 feet from the river. 

After investigating various systems used in different cities the Holly system 
was adopted, not only for the reason that it met the best judgment of the com- 
mittee, but also that it would save the city about $roo,ooo in expense. Under an 
ordinance dated July 21, 1868, the waterworks were erected on a tract of land 
containing eleven acres on the river bank at the foot of what is now Grant street, 
which belonged to John Birket. The land was purchased for $2,200, the offer 
of the city, after some quibbling with the owner. The contract for the erection 
of buildings was given to Valentine Jobst, and for laying the pipes to Patrick 1 

Harmon. 1 
On the 15th of April, 1869, the works were completed, 25% miles of water 1 

pipes had been laid and 200 double fire hydrants set up, at a total cost of $331,790. 
The amount realized from the sale of bonds was $453,020.65. In 1880 the Holly 
machinery was discarded and sold for $1,750, its first cost having been about 
$lo,ooo. In place of the Holly pumps and machinery, Worthington pumps 
were substituted at a cost of $15,130. 

Under an amended and perfected ordinance passed August 5 ,  1890, the en- 
tire system of waterworks belonging to the city was sold to a company consisting 
of John T .  Moffatt, Henry C. Hodglcins, John V. Clarlc and Charles T .  Moffatt, 
and as part of the consideration the purchasers agreed for themselves and their 
assigns to take up and pay outstanding waterworks bonds issued by the city. 
They then turned the waterworks over to the Peoria Water Company, Incor- 
porated, which reconstructed the system by the erection of new pumping works 
near the upper bridge and a reservoir situated on the bluff three miles from the 
court house. The water is obtained from a series of wells sunk near the river, 
is pure, sparkling and inexhaustible in supply. At the pumping station are 
pumps, whose capacity is 21,000,000 gallons per day. The reservoir's capacity 
is 19,000,000 gallons. 

The first water supply from the new station was on December I, 1890, and 
the new company completed its improvements in May, 1891. Financial com- 
plications soon overtoolc the waterworks company, however, and to prevent fur- 
ther loss a receiver was appointed January g, 1894, who operated the plant until 
1898, when it was purchased by a syndicate of bondholders, by whom a new 
company was organized, styled the "Peoria Water Works Company," which has 
operated the waterworks up to the present. Its officers are: President, Howard 
Rnowles ; vice president, Edwin R. Lancaster ; secretary, C. E. Davenport; treas- 
urer, D. J. Forbes; manager, Henry B. Morgan; chief engineer, Robert R. Mar- 
tin. 

FIRE DEPART,MENT I 
In the beginning when things in the village of Peoria began to assume the 

appearance of being under organized rule, every man who controlled a home or 
had a place of business, was required to have at  hand at least two leather fire 
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buckets. The inhabitants of the village were apprised of a fire when a bell was 
rung from one of the prominent buildings, which notified the "bucket brigade" 
to turn out and subdue the flames. The method of procedure was for  two lines 
of men with buckets, who were often joined by women, to be formed, extending 
fro111 the burning building to the river. Along one line the buckets filled with 
water would be passed from one person to the other and when emptied on the 
flanles would again reach the river by being passed down the other line. 

No regularly organized fire company was in existence in the town of Peoria 
* 

until in the fall of 1846, when Mayor Charles McClallan and Lewis Howell, as a 1 committee of the council, bought two fire engines and hose, a t  a cost of $1,200, 
which were shipped to Peoria from Boston, by way of New Orleans and from 
the latter city by water. These engines were kept in the market house on Wash- 
ington street, and it may be said that this was the beginning of the present fire 
department of the city of Peoria. 

There is no record at hand from which it can be determined when the first fire 
company was organized but it is known that the engines first purchased were 
worked mostly by men who volunteered their services and those called upon by 
the marshal, who had no choice in the matter, and upon refusal to do their duty 
as citizens were liable to be fined. Engine Fire Company No. I was organized, 
however, about the time that the first fire engine was purchased and it was not 
until two years later, on March 21, 1848, that provisions were made for a per- 
manent engine house, a t  which time lot 3 in block 6 was secured for $300, upon 
which an engine house and city hall was built. Here Company No. I, having 
been reorganized, took up its quarters and occupied the first floor of the building 
until the completion of the new city hall in 1859. 

Neptune Fire Company No. 2 was organized early in 1847 as Illinois Engine 
Conlpany No. 2, with thirty-four members. In  1852 the company moved its en- 
gine from the old market house to what was known as the Central City hose 
house on Adams street, between Hamilton and Fayette. The company received 
a new engine in 1854, reorganized and assumed the name of the Neptune Fire 
Company No. 2. The Neptune disbanded in 1858 but in the same year Young 
America Fire Company No. 4, with sixty-six members, was organized and given 
old engine Xo. I .  In  the fall of 1858 the council turned over to the new organ- 
ization old Neptune engine, at which time the company's name was changed to 
Young America No. 2 and moved into the hall formerly occupied by the Nep- 
tune. Young America No. 2 remained in 'existence until October 12, 1865. In 
ihe meantime it had carried off honors from more than one firemen's tournament 
held in other cities of the country. 

Germania Fire Company No. 3 came into existence in 1853, having been 
chartered by the legislature and received a charter from the legislature Feb'ruary 
4, 1855. Their first engine was a "Kufferle," made in St. Louis, and the second, 
secured in 1860, was used until 1867, when the company donated it to the city 
and purchased a steam fire engine, part of which was paid for by the city. This 
company kept their first engine in an old blacksmith shop on Washington street 
until 1854, when they moved into an engine house built by the city on the south 
corner of the alley on Liberty street, between Adams and Washington streets. 
The upper floor of this building was used for  a long time by the Germans as a 
public meeting place. August Schultz taught a sclzool in this upper room in the 
day time, while German singing societies held forth there at night. The Germania 
also won a number of prizes in tournaments. 

The Phoenix Hook & Ladder Company No. I was organized February 10, 
1856, and had its headquarters in a house on the alley between Washington and 
Adams streets, near Main. 

New Peoria Fire Company No. 4 was organized October 26, 1858, with 
seventeen members, of which James Shock was the foreman. Until 1865 they 
used old engine No. I and then came into possession of the engine used by Young 
America No. 2. This company was chartered February 18, 1861. The company 
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still survives and still has the old hand engine which on occasion is shown to 
the public in parades. 

Ey 1867 steam fire engines came into general use, when Joseph J. Thomas 
was made chief of the fire department. The steamer Central City was placed 
in the service May 21st of that year and by 1874 the department was pretty wen 
established. At that time the department was using the fire alarm telegraph and 
was composed of Central City Hose Company, organized in 1870; the Holly Hose 
Company, organized in 1872; a hook and ladder company; and theeGermania 
Company No. 4. That year a new building was erected in block g, North Adams 
street, which with the lot cost $3,490. There was also a new hose house on the 
bluff, which with the lot cost $2,432. 

On March g, 1875, the paid fire department came into existence under an 
ordinance which had been adopted and 0 .  H. Norton was elected chief. Under 
his administration a chemical engine was added to the department at a cost of 
$2,600. The Bluff Hose Company was organized and equipped with hose car- 
riages, horses and harness at a cost of about $1,000. Another chemical engine 
was purchased in 1876, costing $2,&0, and in 1877 Chemical Engine Company 
No. 2 was formed. A building was erected for its use on a lot which cost 
$1,000 and the building cost $2,162. Horses and harness brought the expense 
up to $387 more. 

The first members of Central City Hose Company were Tesse Hatnmett, 
James Smith and Adam Schneider; Holly Hose Company, Maurice Lynch, 
Xavier Stultzman and Henry Schearer; Bluff Hose Company, H.  J. Clauson, 
H. F. Johnson and James Wasson; Chemical Engine Company No. I ,  David 
Dick, John Waugh, F. M. Phillips; Engine Company No. 2, Maurice Lynch, 
Charles Upton and Adam Schneider. 

The headquarters of Central City Company was in a two-story brick on the 
north side of Adams, between Hamilton and Fayette streets; Holly Hose Com- 
pany in a two-story brick, west side of Sanford, between South Jefferson and 
First streets; Bluff Hose Company in a two-story brick, south side of Main, 
between Elizabeth and Douglas streets; Chemical No. I in the same building 
with Central City; Chemical No. 2 in a two-story brick, north side of Adams, 
between Lindell street and Plank road; Germania No. 4, in a two-story brick 
on Gallatin, between Cedar and Pecan streets. 

In 1881 a new hose house was built and horses, truck and harness purchased 
at an aggregate cost of over $3,000. A new hook and ladder truck was adtled 
to the outfit. In 1883 a lot was purchased near South street, upon which a two- 
story briclc building was erected and an Ahrend's steam fire engine with horses 
was installed. Another two-story engine house was erected on North Adams 
street, and a four-wheeled hose carriage installed. The cost of the new engine, 
hose carriage, houses and lots was $ro,ooo. 

There was added to the department in 1884, a second size Clapp & Jones' 
fire engine, horses and harness, costing $4,975. There was also erected at this 
time a two-story brick building adjoining the hook and ladder house, costing 
$2,000. In 1886 a new fire engine house was constructed at the corner of San- 
ford and West Jefferson streets. As a large part of the work on this building 
was done by mechanics of the department, the city saved some money and for 
that reason the amount paid in cash was only $4,120. 

In 1888 the city completed what at the time was considered one of the best 
fire stations in the country. It was erected on Jackson street, between Adams and 
Jefferson streets, at a cost of $12,000, and was intended to accommodate a steal11 
fire engine, chemical engine and hose cart. At about this time also a first class 
Button steam fire engine was placed in the hose house on Jefferson street. 

After the transfer of the waterworks from the city to a private corporation, 
some changes took place in the fire department. The old mains of the com- 
pany had been discontinued and in 1912 the department consisted of the follow- 
ing: Hose Company No. I ,  203 Jackson street; Hose Company No. 2, 300 
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prairie avenue; Hose Company No. 3, one combination automobile apparatus, 
and one combination automobile pump and hose apparatus, 1515 Main street; 
Hose Company NO. 4, 1521 South Adams street; Hose Company No. 5, 1324 
North Adams street; Hose Company No. 6, 2108 South Adams street; Hose 
Company No. 7,620 Knoxville avenue ; Hose Company No. 8, Smith and Webster 
streets ; CIlemical Company No. I ,  Wisconsin and Kansas avenues ; Combination 
Company No. I ,  Starr and Chandler streets; Combination Company No. 2, 
Jackson street; Hook and Ladder Company No. I ,  205 Jackson street; Hook 
and Ladder Company No. 2, 300 Prairie avenue; Hook and Ladder Company 
No. 3, I523 South Adams street; Steamer Company No. I, 620 Knoxville avenue; 
Steamer Company No. 2, 300 Prairie avenue. There are at the present writing, 
in the service, two second size steam fire engines, two combination chemical and 
hose wagons, two city service hook and ladder trucks, one eighty-five foot aerial 
extension truck, one double eighty-gallon chemical engine, eight two-horse hose 
wagons, twe,lve portable hand chemicals and two portable hand pumps, com- 
bination hand engine, two-\vheeled hand hose cart and four-wheeled hand hose 
carriage. In reserve the department has one first class Button steam fire engine, 
two two-horse hose carriages, one city service hook and ladder truck, one chief's 
wagon and buggies for the chief and his assistants. There are forty horses and 
two automobile fire apparatuses. 

The fire marshal's salary is $1,800 per year; first assistant, $1,440; second 
assistant, $1,350; secretary, $300; captains, $990; engineers, $1,080; pipemen, 
hosemen, tillermen, truckinen, $goo; nine relief men, $goo; four relief men, 
first >.ear, $540. The force of the department at the present time numbers 

I 
eighty-two men. 
0. H. 1,awton was the first chief of the fire department and the present one 

is Tliol~las 3.  LVorin. 

I a 

T H E  POLICE DEPARTMENT 

In 1911, under the direction of the superintendent of police, William W. 
Rhoades, a beautifully illustrated history of the police department was published. 
Howard Eartling compiled the data and his work was well done, as is shown 
in his article, reproduced here by permission. 

I t  has been almost impossible to obtain any record of the names of those 
brave and fearless men who enforced law and order in the days of the early 
settlement in Peoria, but there are numerous incidents handed down from father 
to son telling of the courageous deeds of our pioneer police in the days of old 
Fort Clark. 

In those periods a jail for the incarceration of criminals was not thought of. 
In the first place the vengeance of the law was swift and sure. No tedious de- 
lays, such as are now afforded by our modern methods of law, then clogged the 
wheels of justice. The trials were short, for our forefathers were usually sure 
of their man before arresting him and he was not fed for months at the expense 
of the community, but was adjudged guilty, if so, and speedily punished. I t  
must be conceded that criminals were not as numerous in those days as they are 
at the present time. This can be attributed to the fact that the settlements were 
not thickly populated and were composed of sturdy and honest men with their 
families. 

The trials and tribulations of the settlers were Indians, and it was not until 
1834 that the town marshal advised the people crime had increased to such an 
alarming extent that a jail was imperative. Peoria had been rapidly increasing 
in population and naturally the criminal was attracted. 

The jail was built of squared logs and was situated in the alley between 
Hamilton, Perry, Monroe and Main streets. I t  was sixteen feet square, seven- 
teen feet high, with walls of three rows of logs, each twenty-four inches in 
diameter. There was a hole in the top, covered by a trap door. Ingress was 

Vol. 1-2 2 
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obtained by hoisting the criminal to the hole and gently dropping him to the 
bottom of the interior, where he usually remained, blinking in an alarming 
and surprising manner at the twenty-four inch thick layer of logs, vainly es, 
timating the time it would require to chew his way out and silently cursing 
his fate that he had not been born a "wood-pecker." 

Only one man ever escaped from this oak bastile and he evidently was made 

I 
of India rubber, for, by some elastic method he reached the sills of the chucking 
hole overhead and bounced joyously over terra firma to liberty. The peculiar 
circumstances attached to this affair was the fact that the jailer failed to buckle 
down the trap door over the hole, and the wise old citizens of those days silently 

I 
rubbed their forefingers against the side of their noses, gravely figuring how big 
a majority they would pile up against the jailer providing he again ran for office. 
hiany, however, tool; issue with the anti-jailer crowd, offering evidence of the 

I 
escaped man's resourcefulness by pointing to his crime. It appears he was ar- 
rested for purloining an entire blacksmith shop-not exactly the entire shop, 
however, because he had carried away the hammers, anvils, and everything ex- 
cepting the forge, which was extremely unfortunate, for  the reason that he was 
arrested when he had returned to make a clean sweep, preparatory to putting 
the place in shape for a "For Rent" placard. 

That escape had an excellent effect on all "keepers of the oalc bastile," fgr 
never again was it repeated. 

The town was rapidly assuming dignity and the fact that it was the county 
seat of Peoria county made it necessary to have a more pretentious structure for 
housing criminals, so it was decided to build a commodious building which could 
he used by both the town and county and in 1849 they erected the building stand- 
ing on Eaton and Nashington streets and now occupied by a pickle concern. A 
two-story brick dwelling was built in front of the jail and was known as the 
"Sheriff's Mansion" of Peoria county, which for style and elegance far surpassed 
any similar structure in the state. I t  stands today in the heart of the lurid hued 
district and is occupied by negroes. 

The jail was used for many years until the city of Peoria built its first city 
hall on Fulton street, between Jefferson and Madison, on the corner of the alley 
where it now stands. 

The jail then was immediately in the rear, just about where it is at the present 
time, and the police court in those days was located on the second floor of a build- 
ing across the alley. There was a bridge built across the alley on the second floor 
of the jail, connecting the city hall and the police court and every moriling the 
prisoners were marched over this "bridge of sighs" to tremblingly face the 
honorable head of the police court. This building was used until 1897, when, 
during the administration of John Warner, the present city hall was erected. 
The present jail, police court headquarters, and, in fact, the entire department is 
practically under one cover, as is proper, and there is not another city the same 
size of Peoria, that can boast of a more modern jail. 

The first murder trial which ever took place in Peoria, occurred on the 14th 4 

day of November, 1825, before the first circuit court ever held in the county. 
The accused was an Indian named Nomaque, who was tried for the murder of 
a Frenchman. H e  was found guilty and sentenced to suffer death but in some 
manner the supreme court reversed the finding of the lower court and granted 
him a new trial. At that time the Peorians had no jail and as the guarding and 
feeding of the murderer was too tiresome and expensive they held a consultation 
and decided that they would punish the fellow by forming a double line of the 
citizens and start the Indian "down the line." As he passed. each citizen was to 
have the privilege of bestowing an effectual "boot" upon that section of the 
Indian's anatomy which it seems was created for that particular purpose. Pointed 
toes were not then in vogue, but it is recorded that the highly incensed citizens 
took other measures which were as keenly felt. One remarkable feature of the 
Indian's trial was the fact that he was represented by a son of the celebrated 
Alexander Hamilton. 
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The next murder which created a great deal of excitement was that of a 
drunken man who was shot by a sentinel employed by a citizen named Bogardus. 
Bogardus, when in his customary drunken condition, always labored under the 
hallucination that any one who approached his home, did so for the purpose of 
either killing or robbing him, therefore he employed an army deserter named 
Seeds, to act in the capacity of "sentinel" or "guard . 'Bogardus  gave this man 
explicit instructions to shoot any person who approached his house and failed 
to give the necessary "countersign." The unfortunate man while under the influ- 
ence of early Peoria Rye, staggered in close proximity to the guard and in a 
condition which prevented him from being able to distinguish "countersigns" 
from any other particular signs, he maudlingly related his ignorance to the senti- 
nel, v7ho promptly followed the instructions given by his lord and master, by 
neatly boring the unfortunate "trespasser." This occurred before the town pos- 
sessed a jail and again another murderer escaped paying the penalty of his act. 
Bogardus' reputation was unsavory, as he had a record for being solnewhat of 
a fighter, troublemal<er and inciter of wrangles. 

There were numerous town marshals in Peoria, but it was in 1837 that we 
find the first record of a "town chief" being selected. This was John C. Lishk, 
who was appointed in that year by George F. Parlter. n7ho \vas president of the 
board of trustees of the town of Peoria. Chief Lishk's experience was for a 
brief duration of one year. 

The following men afterwards served and were appointed by the mayors, 
whose names are also given : 

1838-Edward F. Nowland, appointed by President Rudolphus Rouse. 
1 8 3 v E d w a r d  F. Yowland, reappointed by President Rouse. 
1840-Jacob Silzell, appointed by President Rouse. 
1841-George Divelbiss, appointed by President Peter Sweat. 
1842-George Divelbiss, reappointed by President Sweat. 
1843-Thomas Bryant, appointed by President John King. 
1 8 4 q J o h n  Brown appointed by President Halsey 0. Rferriman. 
In 1845 Peoria selected its first mayor, who in~n~ediately appointed an official 

known as chief of police. 
' 1845-Daniel E, Oakley, appointed by Mayor Willianl Hale. 
1846-Daniel E. Oaltley, reappointed by Mayor Charles T. Stearns. 
1847-Daniel E. Oaltley, again reappointed by Mayor William Ifitchell. 
1848-John E. Carter, appointed by Mayor Willian~ liitchell. 
1849-Henry Hahn, appointed by Mayor Jacob Gale. 
185-Henry Hahn, reappointed by Mayor Dennis Blakely. 
1851-Wallace Law, appointed by R'layor George C. Bestor. 
1852-Dennis Hays, appointed by Mayor Jonathan K. Cooper. 
1853-Dennis Hays, reappointed by Mayor George C. Eestor, who nras again 

elected. 
1854-John C. Heyle. appointed by Mayor George C. Bestor. 
1855-Alfred R. Kidwell, appointed by Mayor Charles Ballance. 
1856-Andrew Bowman, appointed by h'layor Gardner T. Barker. 
1857-Andrew Bowman, reappointed by Mayor Barker. 
1858-Stephen W. Roszell, appointed by Mayor William R. Hamilton. 
185g--John Wetzel, appointed by Mayor Hamilton. 
1860-George W, Campbell, appointed by Mayor John D. ,4rnold. 
1861-George W. Can~pbell, reappointed by Mayor IVilliam A. Willard. 
1862-Hiram H. Pierce, appointed by Mayor Gardner T. Barker. 
1863-Hiram H .  Pierce, reappointed by Mayor Matthew IV. McReynolds. 
186s-Frank J. Vonachen, appointed by Mayor Henry T. Baldwin. 
1866-Frank J. Vonachen, reappointed by Mayor Baldwin. 
1867-Theopholus Schaerer, appointed by Mayor Philip Bender. 
1868-Theopholus Schaerer, reappointed by Mayor Peter R. K. Brotherson. 
1 8 e T h o m a s  Lynch, appointed by Mayor Brotherson. 
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In 1870, the first superintendent of police was created in the person of John 
M. Guill. He was succeeded in 1873 by Samuel L. Gill. 

Peoria had spread considerably in area in the direction of north and south 
by this period, and when John W. Kimsey was made superintendent of police 
in 1876, he caused the old No. 4 engine house on Meyer avenue to be converted 
into a sub-station to take care of the southern portion of the town. There were 
no telephones in use then, nor did the city possess a patrol wagon. If one of the 
officers was fortunate in making an arrest and the offender was in a conditioll 
which prevented him walking to the police station, the officer, under the law, 
had authority to press any convenient wagon into service for the purpose of 
hauling the prisoner to the nearest station. The city was required to pay the 
expressman fifty cents for each and every prisoner hauled. I t  is rumored that 
a certain expressnlan invariably drove behind one of the policemen whenever he 
walked hissbeat so that he would be pressed into service in the event an arrest 
was made. There is no record that the expressman ever became enormously .' 

wealthy from his efforts to always he on the "joh." 
Superintendent Kimsey officially named the engine house "J,ower Station" 

and placed a night captain in charge from 6 P. Ill. until 6 A. 11. and an assistant 
from 6 A. hII. until 6 P. %I. His captain in charge of the lower station was 
Charles Camp, and the night captain at police headquarters was 1-1. C. Lincoln. 
Superintendent Kiinsey also introduced crossing policemen in the persons of 
Henry Pringle, Leonard Son~mers and James H. Murphy. 

In 1878, Mayor John Warner appointed Martin C. Dailey superintendent of 
police and made Elijah C. McWhirter night captain. These men continued to i 
handle the department until 1882, when Mayor Frank Hitchcock was elected. I 
H e  appointed John Minor (the father of our present sheriff), superintendent, 
with John Hill night captain. 

1884 and 1885 again saw John Warner at the head of the municipality and 
' 

he immediately discharged Hitchcock's selections and reappointed his old friend 
Martin Dailey, with RgcWhirter again as night captain. 

During Mayor Kinsey's administration the horse patrol wagon was intro- 
duced. I t  was drawn by one horse and was without a cover or  screen to hide the 
occupant fromi the view of a curious public. Despite the criticisms, it con- 
tinued to be "an open affair" until John King's remonstrance was heeded in 1896, 
when a closed wagon was put into use. 

Mayor Kinsey's election in 1886 caused new faces to adorn police headquarters 
and new rules and equipments. His selection for superintendent of police was 
Henry C. Lincoln, who had served as night captain under former superintendent 
Kimsey in 1876. William F. Selby was appointed night captain. 

The police patrol box was also introduced during that administration, which 
caused the good people to believe that the highest pinnacle of progress had been 
attained. 

In 1888 the irrepressible John Warner again became mayor. Since it was 
out of his province to again appoint Martin Dailey superintendent of police, he 
selected in his stead, Thomas N. Gorman, with Andrew J. Mooney night captain. 
Gorman is now a member of the state legislature and a power in Illinois politics. 

Charles C. Clarke was elected mayor in 1891 and his choice for head of the 
department was Charles F. Flynn. Flynn's night captain was Charles A. W. 
Fash, who afterward became chief. Mrs. Albina Barrett is the first matron of 
whom we can find a record. She served under Chief Flynn. 

When Mayor Clarke was reelected in 1892, he appointed Thomas P. Hawden 
superintendent; John A. Arnold, night cantain: Andrew J. Rilooney, chief of de- 
tectives; Charles P. Sloan, sergeant and Mrs. Emma P. Wonder. matron. 

The next man to head the department was Charles Fash, who had served 
as c a ~ t a i n  under superintendent Flynn. H e  immediately appointed S. 0. Tripp. 
captain, and made ex-superintendent of police. Charles Flynn, the chief of de- 
tectives. Sergeant Sloan still retained his position, as did Mrs. Wonder, the 
matron. 
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The force remained practically the same, with the exception of a few minor 
in the captaincies, until 1898, when John W. White was made superinten- 

dent, with Frank Kteinhenz captain. The  sergeant was Charles Sloan. 
In 1900 Charles F. Flynn was again appointed superintendent; Joseph Amlong, 

sergeant; D. A. McInnis, sergeant; Hommer Mahannah, sergeant; and Tom 
~ o t y ,  night sergeant. Doty is now on  the force in the capacity of patrolman. 
Mrs. Emma P. Wonder was again appointed matron to succeed Mrs. Barrett. 

In 1902 Edward &I. Kennedy was appointed superintendent, assisted by 
Captain Michael D. Hurley. John J. Welsh was made lieutenant; Frank Bar- 
thell, sergeant; Thomas Powers, sergeant and Tom Doty again appointed night 
sergeant. Tom Powers remains on the force and is doing duty as crossing po- 
liceman a t  Jefferson and Main streets. The police matron was Mrs. Helen F. 
King. 

1903 saw Stayor Wootiruff's first term as mayor. He  appointed William 14'. 
Rhoades superintendent. The present captain, Gustave Ereymeier, held the same 
positlon then that he does now. The lieutenant was Frank 1,ichtweis. Rarthell 
and Welsh were sergeants, with Charles Stevens, night sergeant, to succeed Doty. 
Mrs. Anna Stouffer was matron. 

Edward M. Kennedy was again appointed superintendent in 1905. The 
present day detective, Charles Wilson, was the captain under Chief Kennedy; 
3Ierritt B. Palmer, lieutenant; sergeants were Welsh. Stephens and Lee Chase. 
1Irs. King was again appointed matron. 

Kennedy served until 1906, when he resigned and Charles Wilson was ap- 
pointed superintendent of police. Sergeant Welsh was promoted to captain 
and James Halpin, the present secretary, to Superintendent Rhoades. was ap- 
pointed lieutenant. Charles Smith succeeded iVelsh as sergeant. 

In 1907 John F. Kiernan was appointed the head of the department; \Velsli 
continued as  captain. as did James Halpin as lieutenant. Austin Kirby an[! 
Robert McConnell were made sergeants. Mrs. Mabel Wright was appointed 
mxtron. 

When Mayor Woodruff was again selected to head the city administ:-?tion, 
he appointed the men who now serve in their several capacities. and when the 
c~vil service law went into effect they were all selected and reappointed. 

Vast inlprovements have taken place since the first patrol wagon was pur- 
chased. The telephone, police alarm boxes and other modern methods have I)een 
])laced in use and recently the city installed the most complete police signal a t ~ d  
alarm boxes which have ever been installed in any city. The  operators at heatl- 
c,uarters can signal to any officer on any beat in the entire city, both by the auto- 
i;-iatic rinying of a gong and the automatic flash of a bull's-eye signal lamp \\-Iii~-h 
are attached to each box. ,At nights, in case of emergency. both the gong and 
lights are used sin~ultaneously. This wonderful invention gives the chief or 
captain power to call a policeman on any beat within a few minutes after a roh- 
l!erq in his vicinity has been reported. 

Tn ~ 9 ~ 2 ,  a conlbination automobile patrol wagon and alllbulance was added to 
the paraphernalia of the department and is meeting with all the recluirements 
anticipated. 

The Peoria Gas Light & Coke Company was organized early in 1853, and on 
February 12th of that year was granted a charter by the legislature. The  incnr- 
porators were Hugh J. Sweeney, Peter Sweat, George C. Bestor, Henry Grove 
and William S. htoss. The company a t  once erected a plant a t  the foot of 
Persimmon street, and on September 15, 1853, entered into a contract with the 
city for the lighting of the streets. This company had no opposition until the 
organization of the People's Gas 13 Electric Companv. which was chartered March 
21, 1899, with a capital stock of $~OO,OOO. I ts  franchise ran for  ninety-nine years 
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and chief among the stockholders were Sumner R. Clark, Frank T. Corning, 
Charles C. Clark, George H. Littlewood, Chauncey D. Clark, Fred Luthy, H. 
Sandmeyer, Sr., B. Warren, Jr., 0. J. Bailey, Philo B. Miles and T. J. Miller. The 
company built its works near those of the other company, laid their mains and at 
once entered into strong competition with the Peoria Gas Light & Coke Company, 
which a t  once lowered the price of its product, and started a merry war between 

I 
the two concerns. This as a matter of course occasioned loss to them both and it 
only became a question of time as to which one should succumb to the other. A 
process of absorption by the Peoria Gas Sr Electric Company, the name assullled 
by the People's Gas & Electric Company in February, 1 9 0 ,  by acquisition of the 
stock of  the former company, finally was accomplished and in 1904 the two 
companies were consolidated under the name and title of the Peoria Gas Light & 
Coke Company. 

About the year 1884, electricity was introduced into the city of Peoria. Pre- 
vious to this, on November 8, 1883, a franchise was granted the Jenny Electric i 
Light & Power Company to set poles and string wires in and along the streets of 
the city, after which the company established an electric lighting plant, and in 
November, 1885, completed a contract with the city for the lighting of its streets 
for a period of five years. This move displaced the Peoria Gas Light & Coke 
Company in furnishing lights to the city and it was required to remove all its 
lamps from the streets and was the beginning of the end of the use of gas upon 
the public thoroughfares. On the expiration of its contract, the Jenny Electric 
Light & Power Company was successful in securing another contract with the 
city for the same length of time to light the streets with electricity. Two years 
thereafter its name was changed to the Peoria General Electric Company, which 
company continued to light the streets until the end of the year 1900, when the 
plant was sold to the Peoria Gas & Electric Company, which some time pre- 
viously had been organized. This company then secured a contract from the city 
for lighting the streets and has been so employed to the present time. In 1906 
the Peoria Gas & Electric Company was granted an extension of its electric fran- 
chise for a period of twenty-five years, which begins in 1920, or in other words, 
the original franchise was extended from a period of fifteen years to forty years. 

The Peoria Gas Light & Electric Company has made a number of in~portailt 
changes for the betterment of its service in the last few years. In  1908, it placed 
all its wires in the downtown district under ground and in 1911, through an ar- 
rangement between the company, the business men and the city, the boulevard 
system of lighting the business section was inaugurated. The first installation of 
ornamental posts was on Adams street from Main to Bridge, and at the present 
time there are now about two hundred five-globe ornamental boulevard standards, 
which not only illuminate the streets and the buildings profusely, but add very 
materially to the beautification of that section of the city. 

Another improvement of no mean importance and convenience to consumers 
was the public steam heating system recently installed by the company in the 
downtown district. The mains extend from Bryan street to Oak and from Water 
to  Monroe. Many private homes and business houses are furnished heat from the 
central plant and the city hall and other public buildings are also patrons of the 
company. The modern, sky-scraper office building, thee Jefferson, and the new 
Jefferson hotel receive their heat from the company. 

The electric plants belonging to the company are at the foot of Liberty street 
and the gas plants a t  the foot of Persimn~on street. Gas is furniBhed for all 
purposes.at ninety cents per thousand and there are now about 20,000 consumers. 
The officials of the company are: B. C. Cobb, president; W. H. Barthold, vice- 
president; E. E. Corken. secretary; A. P. Colvin, treasurer; R. S. Wallace, vice- 
president and general manager. 
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SEWERAGE SYSTEM 

A general system of sewerage was adopted by the city in 1900. Prior to this 
the liquid refuse had been run off in underground drains or  sewers in certain 
sections as the occasion demanded and, upon determined appeals of citizens inter- 
ested, the first important one was a deep sewer constructed in the west part of 
the city, and having its main outlet at Oak street. There were other local sewers 
constructed in that portion of the city between &lain and Bridge streets; but it 
was not until the year first above mentioned that this necessary convenience and 
public work was systematized. Since then the greater part of the city has been 
drained and given outlets for  its refuse matter. The city is divided into sewerage 
districts, which bear the name of the streets in which the mains are constructed, 
such as the Carolina street district, the Main street district, the Jackson street 
district, etc. Most of the sewers are constructed of vitrified pipes, ranging in 
diameter from six inches to twenty inches. Many illiles of sewers are made 
of bricli, circular in form, wl~ich range from tweiity-four to eighty-eight inches 
i11 diameter. There are also egg-shaped brick sewers, from one and one-half 
feet to five feet in diameter. Some of these sewers are very deep. In 1912 the 
number of miles of sewers in Peoria was estimated to be ninety. 

STREETS I\ND SIDEWALKS 

For many years the streets of Peoria were "worked" at intervals pretty much 
as the country roads are kept up ( ?) at the present time. As traffic increased, 
the necessity for harder and firmer thoroughfares became apparent and gravel 
was used to some extent. This material did not meet the requirements and the 
next step toward modern steel pavhg was broken stone with a layer of gravel 
on top. A street treated in this way was said to 11e macadamized. Main street 
was eventually macadamized, while cedar blocks were laid on North Adams and 
other streets were laid with cobble stones. Washington street, from Main to 
Locust, was paved with granite blocks, but none of these materials gave general 
satisfaction. Then about the year 1885, vitrified brick was tried, first on Ham- 
ilton, between Adams and hfonroe, and at last the "long felt want" was appeased. 
The first asphalt paving was done in 1891, Tlioss avenue being chosen for the 
first experiment. Since that time several miles of this material have been laid 
in Peoria. There were no fast mails in those days and a letter cost twenty-five 
one homogeneous mass by a filling of tar, has been laid for several blocks on Adams 
street and now it seems that the favorite material for paving is brick, asphalt and 
cedar block. In  1912 about half of Peoria's 175 miles of streets were paved with 
one or the other of the materials last mentioned 

The first sidewalks laid in Peoria were made of planks, which later gave 
way to the brick walk. For a long time nothing, excepting stone, was considered 
equal to brick for sidewalk, but now the brick walk is being discountenanced and 
the stone walk with it. Cement stands supreme and the concrete walk is not only 
chosen for  its durability but also for many others of its virtues and today the 
city, in all probability, has at least 150 miles of walks. 

THE POSTOFFICE 

Many changes have taken place since the establishment of the first postoffice 
in Peoria. Recently cedar blocks, laid on a solid cement foundation and made 
cents for carriage and delivery, the recipient usually being the one to pay for his 
{etters. 

The postoffice at Peoria was established in 1825, within a few days after the 
organization of the county, and on April 9th of the year, James Adams was com- 
missioned as Peoria's first postmaster. Soon thereafter, John Dixon obtained a 
contract to carry the mail from Peoria to Galena and made the trip between the 
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two points once every two weeks. H e  traveled at times on horseback and oft- 
times on foot, by way of the trail between this point and Dixon's ferry. Where 
Mr. Adams kept the mail is not definitely known, but it is safe to say citizens of 
the village were required to go to the postmaster's home when looking for intelli- 
gence froin distant correspondents. Of the personality of Mr. Adams the reader 
must remain in the dark, as he left no reminder of himself from which a tlescrip- 

I 
tion can he given. However, he did not grow fat and arrogant from the receipts 

period covered his incumbency. 

I 
of his ofice, as they only amounted to about eight dollars the first year, and that 1 

The second postmaster was Norman Hyde, who took a large and important 
' 

part in affairs during the formative period of the county, and then came Stephen 
Stillman, who, if he ever qualified, remained in the office l ~ u t  a few days. But 
there \\as nothing very unusual in that, as the history of most of the other coun- 
ties of the state will show. 

L'11 to \vithin a con~paratively few years the government owned no buildings 
outside the larger cities. but now, where the congressman is diligent and persistent 
in his efforts to please his constituency, a town of four or five thousand inhabi- 
tants without its federal building is an object of criticism if not derision. But in 
the first half century of the republic money was not nearly so plentiful as it is 
now and in the great farming state of Illinois the people had few wants and were 
very modest in their efforts toward having them supplied. U p  to  the federal 
building era it was the custom of the postmaster to establish his office wherever 
he pleased and in many instances his choice of location was far from being as 
convenient to his patrons as it was to himself and intimates. 

As has been related, no one knows where the first postmaster kept his office, 
but very likely his hat or coat pockets were the mail boxes and most of the letters 
coming to him were distributed wherever he might happen to be found. This 
was a common practice in the pioneer days. Antoine Le Claire, one of the 
French-Canadian residents of Fort Clark, founded the city of Davenport, and 
was appointed its first postmaster. He carried the mail in his coat-tail pockets. 

There is no data indicating the location of the postoffice under the adininistra- 
tions of Korman Hyde and Stephen Stillman, but there is scarcely a doubt it 
was wherever those gentlemen resided. John L. Bogardtts, at the time of his 
appointment, kept a hotel, and here was located the l~ostoffice during his term. 
This was a log cabin, not far from the foot of Hamilton street. At another time 
the postoffire was located on the corner of Fulton and Adams streets, the present 
site of Shipper & Glock's department store. Under John King it was moved 
into the basement of the Peoria House, corner of Adams and Hamilton. In 
1861, under George C. Bestor's administration, the office was kept at 311-13 Main 
street, whence it was removed to the Rouse building by Enoch Emery, in 
1865. In 1867 the office was removed to the Puterbaugh building, corner of 
Main and Monroe streets, where the great federal structure now stands. Finally, 
about 1883, Congress made an appropriation for the construction of a federal 
building and at once interested persons owning property, began an active cam- 
paign to induce the government to purchase the location of them, but the com- 
mission appointed for the purpose, decided in favor of the Puterbaugh prop- 
erty, and purchased the grounds and buildings thereon for the sum of $52,000. 
Contracts were awarded, the building was constructed, and in the spring of 1889 
it was completed and occupied. The structure cost $251,833. 

During the administration of William E. Hull. the business of the department 
had increased so largely that the building was found to be inadequate for its 
purposes and through the efforts of Congressman Joseph B. Graff, an appropria- 
tion was secured from Congress and an addition was built to the rear. costing 
$218,500, making the total cost of the building, with site, as it now stands, 
$530,833. This addition was completed and ready for occupancy, January I,  
1910. The first floor and basement of the building are devoted to the postoffice 
department, the second floor to the internal revenue department and chief clerk 
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of the railway mail service, the third floor to the United States court and offices 
of the collector of customs, deputy clerk and deputy marshal. On the fourth 
floor are jury rooms and a room for civil service examinations. 

At the present time there are four branch offices in the city and seventeen 
nun~!~ered stations. 

On July 7, 1873, a city free delivery system was established, and a t  that 
time eight carriers were appointed, namely: John Stillwell, Charles R. Gundlock, 
Henry Schimpff, E. 0. Place, Robert Pfeiffer, Deitrich Kuch, Eugene Rollman 
and John Onyon. This corps of carriers started out with three deliveries daily 
in the business portion and two in the residential sections. At the present time 
their number has increased to fifty-two carriers and collectors and now there 
are five deliveries daily in the business district and two in the residential. I t  is 
estin~ated that the average number of persons served by each carrier daily is 1,510. 

The rural free delivery system was established in Peoria November I ,  1900, 
with two carriers. There are now seven. One of the first to be appointed was 
Daniel L. Murphy, still serving in that capacity, and in all the years he has 
lost 11tlt a few days' time and these were occasioned by a severe attack of la grippe 
in the winter of 1912. 

Henry W. Lynch, who is serving his second term as postmaster, has for his 
assistant Robert M. Campbell, who is now rounding out the twentieth year in 
that capacity, having been first appointed under the Harrison administration. 

I Grover Cleveland permitted RIr. Campbell to retire when he was elected president 
the second time, but his successor, Willianl R/IcKinley, reappointed Mr. Campbell I and he is still in the postoffice, performing his d ~ ~ t i e s  well and faithfully. Other 
employes of the postoffice consist of forty-one clerks, one substitute clerk, and 
three special delivery messengers. There are also in the office James T. Stacey, 
superintendent of mails, ~ v h o  is the ~?estor of the force, having served for more 
than twenty-eight years. Lawrence I. Thompson, who commenced his activities 
in the office as special delivery messenger in 1889, is nearing his twenty-fourth 
year of service. Among the city carriers, Charles J. Speck is foremost in length 
of service. H e  was appointed as carrier in 1873 and is still doing faithful duty 
on his route every day. George E. Wilde is superintendent of the money order 
division and is also in charge of the postal savings bank system, recently 
inaugurated by the government. 

The first money order ever paid in this office ~ 7 a s  on the 4th day of Novem- 
l~er, 1864. The ortler was issued by the office at Springfield, Illinois, to  ,4bner 
M. Watson, for $25, and was made payable to Henry AI. Kneer, of Peoria. 011 
Soveinber 4, 1911, just forty-seven years from that date, the postal savings bank 
was opened in this office. 

The receipts of the postoffice show a steady increase from year to year. For 
1825 they were $8; for the fiscal year of 1898 the receipts amounted to $143,- 
753.26; and for the fiscal year 1911, $345,208.46. Below is given a list of the 
postn~asters since the establishment of the office until the present time: 

James Adams, April 9, 1825; Norman Hyde, February 23, 1826; Stephen 
Stillman, April 9, 1830; Norman Hyde, July 12, 1830; John Handin, August 
17, 1832 ; John L. Eogardus, August 21, 1833 ; 171lliam Ilitchell, May 16, 1834 ; 
Giles C. Dana, February 23, 1835; Joseph C. Fuller, July 12, 1838; George C. 
Bestor, November 3. 1841 ; IYilliam H.  Fesenden, October 6, 1843; Washington 
Cockle, August 19, 1847 ; John King, May 29, 1849 ; Peter Sweat, March 29, 1853 ; 
George W. Raney, September 28, 1858; George C. Bestor, March 27, 1861 ; 
Enoch Emery, May 12, 1865; Isaac Underhill, August 25, 1866; David W. 
Magee, April 20, 1867; John S. Stevens, January 7, 1876; Washington Cockle, 
January 13, 1880; John Warner, June 15, 1885; William T. Dowdall, May 3, 
1886; Alexander Stone, December 2, 1889; Henry B. Morgan, February 14, 1894; 
William Edgar Hull, March 9, 1898; William Edgar Hull, March 9, 1902 ; Henry 
W. Lynch, May I ,  1906; Henry W. Lynch, February 18, 1910. 





CHAPTER XXIV 

~ ~ E D I C A L  PERSONAGES AND AFFAIRS ASSOCIATED WITH THE HISTORY O F  PEORIA 
COUNTY-PIONEER DOCTORS AND THEIR WAYS-THE FRATERNITY AND THE 
blETI-IODS O F  ITS MEMBERS O F  TODAY AS SHOWN BY DR. 0. B. WILL---OSTEOPATHY. 

It is a matter of authentic record as well as common knowledge that the 
first person attempting the practice of medicine as a business in Peoria county 
was Augustus Langworthy, who came to Fort Clark for that avowed purpose in 
1824, only five years after the first white American settler had placed foot on the 
satlle soil. 12il~et~ce Dr. Langn~orthy came is not certainly known. He 
was never very communicative, and seemingly had no intimate or  confidential 
relations with any of his medical comrades. I-Ie seems to have been rather in a 
class by himself; a surmise accentuated by his many years of complete isolation 
from professional fellowship. That he meant what he said, however, is plain 
from the fact that he continued to practice in the field of his first selection for 
nearly thirty-five consecutive years, never once faltering in his faith in Peoria 
or his fealty to the traditional principles of the profession in which he was regu- 
larly educated and ordained. According to Mr. Charles Eallance, who knew 
him personally, the doctor was more persistent than popular, but in view of his 
experience of many years as the only medical practitioner in all the territory of 
northern Illinois from Indiana to the Mississippi river and from Springfield north 
to the Great Lakes, he was probably justified in a cynical exhibition of inde- 
pendence, for even the historian referred to naively remarks in connection with 
the subject that all the town needed to make it a tempting place for some other 
physician to "breali into competition with Dr. Lang\vorthy was 'people.' " I t  
was not until some eight years, however, after the doctor's first appearance that 
the "brealiing in" process was effected. In the meantime, in the midst of his 1,236 
possible patrons, all told, scattered all over the extensive region described, the 
doctor was not altogether either useless or idle. He supplemented the resources 
of the tardy co~nmunity by serving both as chairman of the first grand jury 
convened under the new organization, and as con~missioner of public highways, 
varying the monotony of the situation by acting as surgeon accompanying the 
Peoria volunteers during the excitement of the Black Hawk Indian war. But 
Dr. Langworthy was not absolutely useless, either, in his technical relations 
with his subsequent medical colleagues. A love of nature in her manifestations 
of still-life led him to an investigation of the indigenous materia medica and its 
therapeutics properties, which he used largely in his own practice, and to which he 
succeeded in drawing the attention of some of his professional brethren of a later 
period who, together with himself developed a modified system of symptomatic 
therapy of much practical value. The genius and fraternalism thus exhibited 
was the saving clause in an otherwise somewhat unsympathetic nature. Llr. 
Langworthy subsecluently became a member of the local medical society imme- 
diately upon its formation, as well as of the state organization, thus giving quiet 
allegiance to the stipulated objects of both. Some time just before or during 
the Civil' war he retired to his farm in Bureau county, where he passed to his 
final rest in 1868. 

The eight years' interval between the arrival of Dr. Langworth~ and that of 
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his first competitor seemed to represent a period prophetic of, as well as prepara- 
tory to, the appearance of that coterie of able and distinguished men who formed 
the essential personal basis of Peoria county's prominence in the field of legitimate 
medicine throughout not only the pioneer, but most of the succeeding stage of 

developmental activity. The "breaking into competition" process referred to by 
Mr. Ballance occurred with the arrival in 1832 of the first member of this group 

I 
in the person of Rodulphus Rouse, whose name has been associated with so many 
of Peoria's interests as to make it even yet a familiar one to most of the popula- 
tion. Not only as the first, but one of the ablest and most active, he became con- 
spicuous in all his relations to the life of the community. A man of exceptional 
intellectual endowments, supplen~ented by fine educational acquirements, in the 
maturity of experience, he assumed at once a commanding position amongst the 
citizenship, and subsequently with his professional confreres. His experience had 
been such as to warrant immediate recognition of leadership. After a technical 
training in the medical school of Philadelphia and New York, Dr. Rouse, then 
little more than a mere youth, was accepted as a regimental surgeon in the Ameri- 
can army during the War  of 1812-14, at the close of which he was 1101loraI)I~ 
discharged with the special commendation of his con~n~ancling officer. Return- 
ing to New York he secured an instructorship in the New York Medical College, 
a position he held for several years until failing health admonished hiin to seek 
inore salubrious surro~~tldings amidst primitive conditions. H e  then came to 
Peoria in obedience to that demand, stopping first at St. Louis enroute. Accus- 
tomed as he was to  association with the most prominent and gifted in his profes- , 
sion, he could never wholly accustom himself to the exigencies of border associa- 
tions and so was considered as somewhat eccentric, gruff and irrascible in man- 
ner, though always sincere and helpful. An accomplished practitioner, careful 1 
and exact, the crudities and inattentiveness which he subsequently encountered 
in professional association generally, led him to take a special interest in the edu- 
cational status, scientific advancement and material betterment of the profession. 
I-Ie was much impressed with the advantages prospectively obtainable through 
effective organization, and exerted his influence in that direction continuously. 
I-Ie stinlulated efforts eventuating in the formation of the Peoria Society in 
IS&, and two years later was the enthusiastic presiding officer at the meeting 
in Springfield preliminary to the organization of the State Association. He was 
at once made its first vice president for the ensuing year, its treasurer, and in 
1852 was honored with the presidency, his capabilities in any professional line 
1)eing fully recognized by the best elements within the state. In his address of 
acceptance Dr. Rouse's statement relative to the advantages of organization on 
the part of the profession, which became a classic amongst them for its clearness 
and brevity, is well worth reproduction in this connection, as oft quoted but never 
improved upon. "It is," he said, "an acknowledged maxim that the association 
of those who are engaged in the same pursuit facilitates the attainment of their 
common object. The association of physicians offers inany advantages to them- 
selves and others. By this means the members of our profession are the better 
enabled mutually to assert their rights, protect their interests, to guard the morals 
of each other, to preserve their respectability, to maintain the honor and dignity of 
their profession, to advance their knowledge, and extend their usefulness." In 
order, furthermore, to illustrate as well the doctor's temper, and show him how on 
occasion his elegance of diction could be turned to keen, sarcastic criticism, the 
following is reproduced from the minutes of the 1851 meeting: "Dr. Rouse 
also stated that the only inducement for his acceptance of the office of treasurer 
had been the constitution makes the treasurer, ex-officio, one of the committee of 
publication; but as he had not been permitted to have anything to do with that 
part of the duties of his office, he would take this opportunity to disavow any 
responsibility in relation to numerous errors in a publication which in its present 
unfortunate shape he considered as reflecting very little credit upon the contrib- 
utors, the society, its committee, or the Press." Such exhibitions on the part of 



HISTORY O F  E'EORIA COGNTY 349 

Dr. Rouse were not unusual, but were never undeserved. H e  was punctilious 
in all things, and his attitude always indicative of conscious power and dignity. 
A lover of art  and the drama, Dr. Rouse indulged his penchant in that direction i by erecting in the rear of his residence and office, corner of Main and Jefferson 
streets, the finest opera hall then in existence in the west, in which he had th'e 
pleasure of witnessing the exhibitions of many of the greatest histrionic lights 
on the American stage. Dr. Rouse was held in the highest respect and esteem 
by the profession and laity of Peoria, and left an honorable record when he 
passed away in 1873 at the advanced age of eighty years. 

Thus far, then, Peoria county had been fortunate in her incidental acquisi- 
tion of medical talent. Talent not only worthy of more than its prospective 
reward, but befitting the ambitions and ideals of many a more pretentious com- 
munity. It  is therefore historically interesting and enlightening to call attention 
at this juncture to that timely and fortunate combination of local and general con- 
ditions which served to continue the segregation within the county's borders of an 
ever increasing number of able medical men. The renewed activity in America~ 
educational concerns following disturbed conditions in Europe and the close of 
our second war with Great Britain, eventuated in evolving from the colleges and 
universities of the east a large nuinber of talented, technically well-trained and 
ambitious young professional men, imbued with the aggressive thought of the 
time. Chafing under the restrictions and monotonies of customary surround- 
ings, they longed for a greater measure of personal and professional liberty. 
Aroused still further by the growing sentiment that "westward the star of empire 
malies its way" they wished to satisfy the spirit of adventure as well as progress 
by seeking and creating for themselves opportunities and homes in the midst of 
surroundings and institutions at least partially of their own making. Small 
wonder, then, that their attention was easily directed to the great State of Illi- 
nois. the frontier commonwealth of the nation, and to the vicinity of Fort Clark, 
its frontier settlement. The conditions of location and convenient transportation 
which made Fort Clarli a strategical territorial outpost, also made of Peoria the 
most conspicuous centre of border life and activity. Thither, then, as their first 
objective, was turned the rapidly increasing streams of immigration. From the 
Atlantic sea-board and Aliddle States, down the Ohio, up the Wabash and across 
country to Peoria ; and from the south up the Mississippi and Illinois rivers to the 
same destination came these streams of humanity bearing with them not only the 
professional representatives of recent college experience, but gathering in their 
currents medical men from all sources enroute; one from here and another from 
there, no two from the same locality or with the same antecedents, traditions or 
training; nlen of refinement and education, of orthodox principles, and those of 
irregular and sectarian mould of predisposition. Men imbued with the profes- 
sional, social and political instincts of the slave states and the south, with those of 
northern sentiments and sympathies; all to be collected in a small human whirl- 
pool on the shore of Peoria lake. Because, when these travelers, worn and 
weary froill their long journey caught sight of the beauties of the Illinois valley 
from the tops of the Tazewell county hills, or  from the decks of the up-bound 
steam-boats, they cared to go no farther, and prepared at once to call the place 
home. Many, of course, finding the field preempted, or for other reasons unsatis- 
factory, made the town of Peoria itself but a rendezvous from which to secure 
needed supplies and seek locations further interior, where hamlets were spring- 
ing up in all directions, each expectant and ambitious to become the metropolis 
of the region. In that state of affairs may be read the answer to the oft repeated 
inquiry as to why the profession of Peoria and vicinity acquired so commanding 
an influence in the early medical as well as other councils of the state. Concentra- 
tion of cultivated intelligence within a comparatively small area, held the secret. 

From the admixture of professional materials and forces just alluded to it is 
not difficult to surmise that some strenuous experiences were in sight. It  will be 
profitable as well as entertaining, therefore, to learn yet more of the dominant 
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personalities involved, since character in physical and mental resource can alone 
come to the rescue in predetermining the nature and quality of results in any 
professional calling. T o  that end then, it may be said that the first representative 
of this younger contingent of medical aspirants for fame and fortune was Joseph 
C. Frye, from the University of Virginia and Ohio Medical College, who arrived 
within the same years as his immediate predecessor. A man of impressive, 

I 
scholarly feature and quiet dignity as well as  politeness of manner, he was not 
long in winning the confidences he sought in the community, building up a large 
and lucrative practice as a physician rather than a surgeon. In fact he may be 
justly said to have had a specialty, as specialties were counted in those days, in ' 
that his mind dealt mostly with the philosophy of medical therapeutics; or the 
application of drugs to the cure of disease. An extensive and intensive reader, 
as well as deep thinker and observer in the line indicated, he was considered 
throughout central Illinois as an authority into the adjustillent of such agencies to 
the desired end. H e  loved the study of the intimate, vital relation of external 
and internal forces within the economy, and was an expert in such divination. 
Dr. Frye was one of the original members of the Peoria and State Medical Socie- 
ties, and represented the professional sentiment of central lllinois in the organiza- 
tion of the American Xledical Association at Philadelphia in 1847, in association 
with Drs. Grainard, Davis and one or two others from Chicago. A very con- 
stant attendant at the meetings of the few gathered now and again in the interest 
of a local society, Dr. Frye's very interesting report from the national gathering, 
including its adopted code of medical ethics, had much to do with arousing the 
necessary enthusiasm to make the scheme an accomplished fact in the following 
year. Dr. Frye had attained the age of full four score years when he finally 
passed away, leaving the inlpression of a systematically conducted and well- 
balanced life. 

In the trail thus rebroken, as it Jvere, by Drs. Rouse and Frye, quickly fol- 
lowed a sufficient number of others to make a score or more of those who as a 
matter of record constituted the essential personal elements of professional life 
in what has been designated the pioneer stage of Peoria county's medical develop- 
ment. In uncertain order of sequence came the other members of this notable 
group. Whence Edward Dicliinson came the writer has been unable to learn, 
but that appears to be a matter of small moment in comparison with his position 
as the preeminently beloved physician of Peoria county. A man of splendid 
physique and intellectual attainments along both general and technical lines, wise, 
of  a judicial temperament, courteous and dispassionate as well as compassionate, 
he was one whom everybody not only respected but loved. H e  was a man who 
endeared himself to his patients as a parent to a child, and was equally adored 
by his professional brethren for his gentlemanly, kind and helpful disposition. 
I t  might almost go without saying, therefore, that he was a successful practitioner, 
but an indifferent business man. H e  entered into both the joys and sorrows of 
those with whom he became associated, and was everybody's friend. And when 
he died a most remarkable thing occurred. On the day of his funeral his remains 
were escorted by his comrades of the medical profession in solemn procession 
to the church where the last sad rites were said, and then, in the presence of a 
congregation overflowing accommodations, with windows and doors open, prac- 
tically every medical man in the city knelt about the casket, and in the silence 
almost of death in unison reverently intoned the Lord's prayer. And afterwards, 
as  the funeral cortege passed on its way to  the tomb residents along the street 
stood in the open door-ways of their homes with bared and bowed heads in 
response t o  the common sentiment of sorrow. No such tribute before or  since 
has ever been so universally paid to a member of that profession which Dr. Dick- 
inson graced with his personality. And when the formerly exclusive medical 
club of the city was formed it was christened "The Dickinson htedical Club." 
The living and lasting contribution of Dr. Dickinson to the professional life of 
his locality and time must therefore be accounted his inspiring influence toward 
that nobility, grandeur and self-sacrifice characteristic of the ideal physician. 
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Francis McNeil was one of those characters which, though once numerous 
are now rarely if ever seen in this country. Only in the mission fields of foreign 
lands is his like probably to be found. H e  was what nowadays is called a medi- 
cal missionary, a representative of the Methodist church, combining the functions 
of theology and medicine. H e  preached on Sundays and practiced medicine the 
remaining days of the week. He  was a regularly educated physician, possessed 
of the instincts of that calling, and if he was as efficient in his clerical relations 
as he was in his medical, his church could have had no reason to find fault with 
him. He was one of the original members of the Peoria City Medical Society, 
and was chosen by that body as one of those to represent its membership at the 
organization of the Illinois State Association )in 1850. H e  possessed the faculty 
of expressing himself eloquently and logically, and was a valued exponent of the 

professional energies of the time. Dr. McNeil was highlysesteemed 
by his medical associates, and remained in Peoria for several years, finally remov- 
ing to some point in Iowa, to which the exigencies of his gospel calling probably 
led him, but from which it is said he later returned to some point in northern 
Illinois where he died, rather early in life. Dr. McNeil's name will ever be 
recalled from the records of both the above named medical societies as a sincere 
and impressive expounder of the faith in both of his chosen professions, and as a 
genial, companionable gentleman. 

But there are other factors necessary in the composition of medical men whose 
paths lie in differing lines of service. Such was exemplified in the life and work 

I of Elwood Andrew. He seemed to have been especially built for the require- 
ments of a widely extended country practice under pioneering conditions. H e  
was big, strong, bluff and hearty, and enjoyed a splendid reputation through- 
out a large extent of territory. He feared nothing and nobody and impressed 
upon his clientele respect for both his opinions and requirements. Like his 
comrade in arms, Dr. Clark Rankin, his popularity rested more upon his hopeful, 
inspiring personality than upon any superiority in a purely medical sense, though 
the latter was a diligent and earnest student, active in organization affairs and a 
surgeon in the Union army. 

As exemplifying another phase of local professional personality, one of the 
most impressive characters in the pioneer life of Peoria was John Murphy, an 
early comer, an Irishman of substantial lineage in the old country, a graduate 
of Edinborough University, a scholarly man of fine all around professional 
attainments, naturally of a fiery, passionate disposition, yet tender-hearted and 
generous with all. He  attracted immediate attention through his singular stateli- 
ness of bearing and polite gravity of manner. By the members of-his profession 
he was often jocularly referred to as "my lord Murphy." That appellation, how- 
ever, did not fully expound the doctor's character, since with his friends he 
was condescending, affable and democratic enough, a good story-teller, and alto- 
gether a very companionable man. Very sensitive and easily perturbed by 
criticism or injustice, his display of temper was sometimes alarming and at others 
amusing since.some of his best friends would now and again take advantage of 
his disposition for purposes of tantalization. No one recognized or deplored that 
unfortunate feature of his make-up more than the doctor himself. And yet with 
it all he managed to gain the highest respect and confidence of a large following 
and was a successful medical practitioner and surgeon. H e  seemed to under- 
stand human nature thoroughly, and could apparently read the composition of a 
man almost at first sight. H e  was a remarkably good disciplinarian of his 
patients, and in that way could secure results where others failed. He was always 
indulgent toward beginners in the profession who sought his advice. Dr. 
Murphy was one of the organizers of the City Medical Society, and was its 
secretary for a long time, his heavy, verbose style of composition being found 
on many a page of the society's early transactions. On the occasion of the 
celebration of the last named's semi-centennial anniversary in 1898 the portrait 
of Dr. Murphy, as the only survivor of the original membership, was selected 
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to adorn the cover of menu and program at  the banquet. T o  the very last Dr. 
Murphy rarely wrote a prescription, preferring the old method of self-dispensing. 
As a matter of fact Dr. Murphy all his life clung to the principle, as  a business 
proposition, that details in the practice of medicine were entirely matters of 
individual experience and adjustment, and could never be satisfactorily corn- 
municated to another. In other words, that every man's faculty in that line was 

I 
inscrutibly and exclusively his own. 

Unlike Dr. Murphy in nearly every respect was John D. Arnold, who was 
one of the earliest professional compatriots. A tall, slender man, Dr. Arnold 
suffered throughottt his adult life from what would now probably be termed 
latent tuberculosis. Nervous and yet self-contained, Dr. Arnold conducted him- 
self cooly, calmly and deliberately under all circumstances, was a successful 
general practitioner, cordial, persuasive and sincere. His tastes, however, ran 
more to general political affairs than to the intricacies of medical science, and 
his methods in professional affairs were those of the practical politician. H e  was 
active in the cause of the republican party, being a candidate for election to the 
state senate. His failure to attain his ambition in that direction was compensated 
for by his appointment at the hands of his friend, President Lincoln, to the con- 
sulship at St. Petersburg, Russia, during the trying period of the Civil war; a 
position he was shortly compelled to relinquish on account of rapidly failing 
health under the rigors of the northern climate. Upon his return home be con- 
tinued to grow steadily more feeble, and finally died from the continuous inroads 
of his old enemy, tuberculosis. 

Dr. William R. Hamilton and his brother John L. came from Ohio to the town 
of Morton, in Tazewell county, if the writer is not misinformed, but within a 
short time removed to Peoria, which they made their final home. The former 
did not continue at the practice of medicine very many years, his tastes and capa- 
bilities leading him into other enterprises. H e  was the builder and first presi- 
dent of the Peoria and Rock Island railway, now a branch of the C. R. I. and P., 
and spent the remainder of his life in connection with general business rather 
than professional affairs, and lived to reach the unusual age of over ninety-one 
years. H e  was a man of intellectual, staid and quiet habit, whose honesty and 
integrity were never cluestioned. John L. Hamilton, however, remained in the 
active practice of medicine until within a few months of his death which occurred 
in - . H e  was one of the most competent surgeons as well as medical practi- 
tioners the city of Peoria contained. H e  was a quiet, serious man, a deep thinker, 
never boastful, nor in any way over-stepping the finest traditions of his profes- 
sion. Perfectly sincere and honest in all his professional and other relations, he 
had an extensrive practice amongst the most discerning, and seemingly could 
attend to more work than any other man, because, although he never hurried, 
neither did he waste time. In many of his surgical exploits he was quite original, 
and remarliably successful. H e  did the first successful abdominal section ever 
performed by a Peorian. H e  it was who led in the project of the Cottage (now 
Proctor) Hospital, and remained on its board of directors as long as he lived. 
Dr. Hamilton was a serious-minded, valuahle friend. No illan was more willing 
or quick to acknowledge merit wherever found, and none more ready to encourage 
it in the ranlis of his profession. H e  was one of the early members of the local 
and State Medical Societies, and always a valued counselor in their deliberations. 
When he died the profession and city lost one of their most talented, worthy and 
honorable representatives. 

Probably the most active, progressive, original and enterprising member 
of the Peoria county profession during this first stage in its development was 
Elias Cooper. From what section he came the writer does not lil~ow, but he 
was full of energy. H e  is said to have been the first man west of Pennsylvania 
to use chloroform as an anesthetic, and that feat was accomplisl~ed in the doc- 
tor's own private Orthopedic Hospital, the first hospital ever erected in Peoria. 
While such use of the agent mentioned was made for the first time anywhere 
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in 1846, only one year later Dr. Cooper was utilizing it, and a t  the meeting of 
the State Society two years later reported his experience with it in some seventy 
cases. For his assumed recklessness in that direction he was criticised by the 
local medical society membership, but his practical argument was too convincing 
to be long ignored, and his position was soon vindicated. In the long room 
constituting the third floor of the present Central National Bank building, cor- 
ner of Main and Adams streets, Dr. Cooper had his anatomical and dissecting 
laboratory, in which, along one whole side were arranged a row of human 
&eletons ranging from adult to infant size. For want of professional, he 
employed non-professional assistants in his experimental work, and was roundly 
censured for  so doing by resolution passed in the City Medical Society, em- 
bodying the admonitory conviction that no self-respecting professional man 
would associate with him. Eut Dr. Cooper was as independent and courageous 
as he was progressive and enterprising, and paid no heed. When the Civil 
war broke out he enlisted and served in the capacity of regimentai surgeon, 
and when finally he left the army he removed to San Francisco, California. 
where he became the most famous surgeon on the Pacific coast, accumulating a 
fortune which he left to his nephew, the late Professor Lane, who, in memory 
of his uncle founded the institution known as "Cooper Medical College," now 
the medical department of the University of San Francisco. 

But Peoria's quota of the professionally eminent in her formative period 
was not full. Another surgeon of accomplishnlent and note was already on 
liand to take up the sceptre of the master, in the person of J. T. Stewart, a 
graduate of Knox College and Pennsylvania University. A nlan of intellectual 
dignity, culture and scientific taste, Dr. Stewart is yet remembered by many as 
a botanist of distinction, for many years President of the Peoria Scientific 
Association, and surgeon of the Civil war, in which he was wounded in a way 
maiming him for life, and yet he maintained for a score of years a reputation 
as the leading surgeon of the section of country tributary to Peoria. Scholarly, 
somewhat eccentric but always affable and polite, he possessed a host of friends. 
As a member of the state and local medical societies he was a valued contribu- 
tor and constant attendant, and there were 110 nlore sincere mourners at his 
bier than the meillbers of the profession he loved and honored. 

Another member of the pioneer group that formed the City Medical Society 
was E. M. Colburn, a talented physician and affable, courtly gentleman, respected 
and honored by every one who knew him, and known for his scholarly and 
scientific attainments. He was the guiding spirit and for a number of years 
the President of the once famous Peoria Scientific Association, and a citizen 
in all respects to be proud o . Honorable and sincere in every thought and act f of his life, he typified the old idea of the physician as counselor and friend. 
Regularly educated in medicine, his scientific sense revolted a t  the then pre- 
vailing hahit of heavy and nauseous drugging. and he adopted a modified 
form of Homeopathic medication. Too honorable to even seem to be intruding 
upon the sensibilities of those who differed from him, he voluntarily severed 
his connection with his wilsome comrades and followed his own ideals. He 
lived to a really green old age loved and respected by his one-time associates 
in regular medicine, as well as by the hundreds who had looked to him for relief 
during the long period of his sojourn among them. 

John N. Niglas was one of the pioneer group, of foreign training. to enter 
the northern army upon the breaking out of the Civil war, where he served 
with that patriotic distinction which characterized the allegiance of so many 
foreign born citizens to their adopted country. He reengaged in general practice 
immediately upon the expiration of his enlistment, and as health officer a few 
years later gained a wide reputation for efficiency in handling epidemics, espec- 
ially through the use of antiseptics and segregation of the afflicted. 

Robert Roskoten, physician and ripe scholar, master of four languages, in- 
volved in the revolutionary movement in his native land, after incarceration in 
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prisoli from which he escaped through connivance of con~patriots, fled first to 
Spain and from thence to the United States, coming finally to Peoria where his 
splendid scientific and literary attainments, as well as thorough medical training, 
made him a most substantial addition to the high-bred class of medical men 
already assembled within so narrow a sphere. When the Civil war broke out 
none was more prompt in tendering his services to the cause of his adopted 
land than was Dr. Roskoten. Well trained in the military as well as profes- 
sional field he made a most valuable acquisition, and was at once appointed to 
a high position in the service, that of brigade surgeon, where he remained until 
mustered out with honor and credit to himself as well as the department in 
which he had labored. Returning to Peoria upon the close of the conflict, Dr. 
Roskoten resumed the practice he had for the time relinquished. ii man of 
high education and cultivated tastes, he became the centre of a distinguished 
group of local German and American literateurs, and favored them later with 
a child of his brain in the form of a drama, based upon the sad experience 
of Maxamilian and his beloved Carlotta in Mexico, an experience followed 
closely by Dr. Roskoten from its inception to its close, as one of the incidents 
closely bordering on the interests of his native land. A man of noble qualities 
and manner, Dr. Roskoten was a favorite with the elite of his profession and 
society generally, and left a strong impress upon local professional ideals. 

Dr. Peter Bartlett, an able physician, and previously secretary of the New 
Hampshire State Medical Society was a hopeful addition to the forces now 
being chronicled, coming to Peoria in 1834, but he sickened and died within a 
year or two after allying himself with the local professional organization. Dr. 
A. E. Chambers was another well-bred member of the profession arriving just 
prior to the close of the pioneer period. He was a very active and efficient 
member of the City Medical Society, at one time serving as its presiding officer, 
but soon removed to Warsaw, Kentucky. Drs. Cross, H. H. Waite, McConnell 
and Willis Sperry were likewise capable men, in so far as the records show, 
but all left in a short time for other points unknown to the writer, excepting 
Dr. Cross, who is said to have returned to 1-ermont, whence he came. Dr. 
Moses Tvoyer, a graduate of the Ohio Medical College, came in 1840, remaining 
in Peoria the rest of his life. 

In connection with this list, as one name standing in almost as unique a 
relationship to its end as did that of Dr. Langworthy at its beginning, is that 
of Robert Boal, long designated the "grand old man" of the Illinois professicn; 
one of the organizers of our State Society, of which he was later made Presi- 
dent; formerly demonstrator of anatomy in the Ohio Medical College, four 
times elected to membership in the state legislature, friend and political adviser 
of President Lincoln, and lacking only eighteen months of rounding out a 
century of life. Of him it may truthfully be said that he was a man amongst 
men, a leader of his time, one against whom no word of reproach was ever 
heard; of a genial, sunny disposition, broad and liberal minded, even tempered, 
sensitive as a woman, filled with the proverbial milk of human kindness, re- 
spected and loved by all. Coming to the West in 1834, Dr. Boal located at 
Lacon. 

After twenty-five years of active practice there he removed to Peoria where 
the exigencies of the recruiting service preparatory to the Civil war called for 
his presence as recently appointed examining surgeon. From that day he con- 
tinued to reside and practice in Peoria, until his retirement from active work, 
when he returned to Lacon to spend his remaining days with his daughter, Mrs. 
Col. Fort. Although a non-resident at that time, Dr. Boal had been a member of 
the Peoria Medical Society almost from its birth, and an especially active. con- 
stant, and influential attendant. In keeping, therefore with the general plan 
in this connection of allowing those who can to speak for themselves, the fol- 
lowing estimate of his colleagues, tendered by Dr. Boal at the celebration of 
'the Peoria Society's semi-centennial anniversary, when he was in his ninety- 
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I ,econd year, is worthy of reproduction both as an illustration of his mental 
and as an historic resume: "The pioneer doctors who were in this 

part of the state in the forties were Dr. Perkins of Tremont, Drs. Wilson and 
v$ood, Sr., of Washington, Dr. Harris of Groveland, all of Tazewell county, 
urs. Whitmire and Zeller of Woodford county, Drs. Thompson, Thomas, John 
and Charles Baker of Marshall county. Of these only four are now (1898) 
living, Dr. Charles Baker of Henry, Drs. Thompson and Thomas of Lacon, 
and myself ;.and strange to say, all are residents of Marshall county. In this 
city of Peoria, Drs. Rouse, Dickinson, Frye, Andrew, Arnold, McNeil, Cooper 

Murphy, with one exception have all gone, Dr. Murphy being the sole 
survivor. In the little dingy office of Dr. Frye, with its hard pine floors, its 
three or four stuffed wooden chairs, the men I have named met and organized 
the Society whose semi-centennial we commemorate tonight. Dr. Dickinson, 
who presided, was a man of great nobility of character, of commanding presence, 
a high sense of honor and purity of life, a popular and successful physician. 
Dr. Rouse was (if I am correctly informed) the second doctor to come to 
Peoria. In some things he was peculiar and in others eccentric. H e  was at 
times curt and abrupt, generally genial and cordial, and with a keen sense of 
humor. During his last illness, which was chronic and lasted for many months, 
he designed a monument for himself and family. He watched with interest its 
construction and erection and rode out to Springdale cemetery every few days 
when the weather permitted to note its progress. He often expressed his fears 
that he would not live to see its con~pletion, as he wished to see how it loolied 
before he died. 

Dr. Frye had an extensive and lucrative practice, he was an otnniverous 
reader of literary and medical books, possessed a remarkably and retentive mem- 
ory, and was an entertaining conversationalist. Like others he had a hobby. 
It was the most implicit confidence in the curative power of medicine. Dr. 
Andrew was of imposing presence, muscular as a prize fighter, careless in busi- 
ness, seldom or never sending a bill to his patrons. If he needed money he 
would aslz for it from the first patron met, and he always got it. With Dr. 
JlcSeil I \bras only slightly acquainted. He n7as a minister of the Gospel as 
well as a doctor, My relations with Dr. Arnold were more of a political thar. 
professional character. H e  was a candidate for the state senate and I for the 
house. We traversed together the three counties con~prising the district, so that 
I knew him better as a lllail than physician. He was appointed consul to St. 
Petersburg, but served only a short time as the climate was too rigorous. A 
few years after his return he died of tuberculosis. I would be recreant to a 
friendship of forty years with Dr. John D. Zeller, of Spring Bay, did I not 
stop to pay a tribute to his memory. H e  lived in a hamlet that had scarcely 
risen to the dignity of a village. His ability and zcquirements would have 
secured for him more congenial surroundings had he desired, but he did not. 
He was not only doctor in the community in which he lived, but their counselor 
and friend. They loved him while living and mourned for him when dead. 

"For the third of a century I have known Dr. hiurphy. Through all these 
years I have had intimate social and professional relations with him. Our 
friendship has run throughout all these years, like the current of peaceful 
rivers, unvexed by a wave of anger, undisturbed by a ripple of ill will. For his 
sorrow and bereavement I have sincere sympathy. * * * Do you wonder that 
for this old-time friend, polished gentleman, fine scholar, accomplished physi- 
cian and sole survivor of the founders of this Society, borne down with weight 
of years and sorrow, that I feel the most profound sympathy? For those 
pioneers who have 'crossed the river' and have solved the mysterious and per- 
plexing problem of human destiny I have tender memories." 

In Peoria county, outside the town, the only physician located prior to 1850, 
of .which the writer can find any evidence were, first, Asahel Wilmot, a grad- 
uate of the medical branch of the State University, Herkimer county, N. Y., 
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in 1832 who emigrated to Peoria in 1843, locating first a t  Hallock where he 
spent four years, and finally at Chillicothe where he remained the rest of his 
life. He seems to have been a man of considerable ability, and enjoyed an 
extensive practice throughout the northern part of the county. The Second 
was J. H. Wilkinson an Englishman who was an alumnus of Louisville Medical 
College, and came from Ohio to Kickapoo Town in 1848 in association l ~ i t h  
the English colony about Jubilee College, remaining in practice there for up-. 
wards of thirty years, finally retiring to the city where he died sometime in 
the late eighties. The third was R. F. Henry, of Princeville, one of the earliest 
members and most constant attendants of the State Society. 

The faregoing brief characterizations of all those practitioners in I'eoria 
county who made any pretense to a fundamental medical education prior to 
1850, represent the medical dramatis personae, so to speak ; the personal and pro- 
fessional forces which assembled during the first of three well-defined stages in 
the progress of medical affair in Peoria county, largely dominated the second as 
well, and triumphantly foreshadowed the operations of the third. This is not too 
much to say, when it is remembered that all there is of the county's history might 
have been spanned by many a single human life-time. The members of this 
group, then, stand alone in the over-shadowing importance of their individuality, 
in that the progress of the first period covering it, was dependent entirely upon 
individual, isolated effort, separate and apart from any suggestion of that com- 
munity of professional endeavor which has characterized all the intervening years 
down to the present moment. 

The story of the experience of these professional forefathers and their legiti- 
mate successors therefore falls with differing lines of activity into the three 
curiously well-marked and approximately equal periods alluded to, of about 
thirty years each. The first nominally began in 1818 with the admission of 
Illinois to the Union, ending about 1848 with her retirement as the Nation's 
frontier commonwealth coincident with the introduction of chloroform as an 
anesthetic and the formation at Peoria of the first City Medical Society in the 
state. The second, commencing under such inspiring auspices terminated in 1878 
with state supervision of medical education and licensure, and the epoch-making 
acceptance of the doctrine of bacterial influence in disease. And the third, 
opening under the demands of the new revelation, closed in the latter years 
of the new century's decade with complete establishment of those principles, 
methods and measures of asepsis and immunity nrhich have revolutionized the 
practice of medicine, surgery and sanitation, and won for the devotees of those 
arts a prestige. position and power hitherto unaccorded in the annals of public 
recognition. 

But it is with the relation of the Peoria profession to the first of these, as 
the opening stage in progressive development, we have particularly to deal 
at the present moment. With the arrival of the first few members of this nota- 
ble contingent began the series of activities associated with the adjustinellt 
and regulation of professional relation. At first characterized by independent 
individual endeavor, it gradually grew to the dimensions of detail preparatory 
to final disciplined, collective effort; but not without much pain and travail. 
These men, conscious of their own individual ability, jealous of their profes- 
sional rights and dignity, firmly fixed in their opinions, some representing the 
l~rilliant but fiery sons of the South, others the calmer but none the less stull- 
horn product of the North; and yet others tainted with the rebellious spirit 
of Europe's oppressed, mixed with irregular, unauthorized characters indigenous 
to the then middle west; independent, self-reliant and aggressive, it may not 
be wondered that there was more or less strife, contention and discord. Such 
a state of professional feeling, which today might seem unworthy and childish, 
was not at all uncommon for that period. At a much later one, in fact, the 
writer can well remember many personal encounters. Such forms of disagree- 
ment were the result of jealousy, hot-headed criticism and misunderstanding, 
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mostly the latter, since fraternization was not a special characteristic of the days 
when medical men were both nominally and really competitors, and as such 
had their material problems to solve, as well as those of a technical nature. 
competition was keen. At this distance from the scene of action we are often 
disposed to think that philanthropy was the dominating feature of our medical 
ancestors. But while those of self-sacrificing zeal were plentiful, and show 
well in song and story, they were fully alive to material needs, and the struggle 
for existence was just as lively then as now. In a modification of the language 
used elsewhere by the writer "the period was fraught with illogical, discon- 
nected assumption in the science of Medicine, and the Art had not yet shed 
its swaddling clothes of uncertainty and superstition to the extent that exists 
today. Blind science and empirical art  went hand in hand. Also the same need 
existed then as exists now for  some means of making one's self conspicuous 
in the public eye. And therein, as one of the original pioneer professional 
brethren used to tell the writer, the horde of irregulars, by xvhom the lack of 
legal supervision in the old days pernlitted the regularly educated physicians to 
be surrounded, had a great advantage. They always had something to talk 
about, and were continually expatiating on the merits of their particular 'school' 
and its special doctrine. While the orthodox physicians of that time continued 
to grope in the darkness of uncertainty for some really scientific key to the 
mystery of a successful therapeutics, these self-satisfied thinkers and expo- 
nents of Nature came forward with numerous theories as practical~le substitutes 
for the real thing. Whether it was the so-called eclectic, physio-medic or botanic, 
it mattered not. The essential feature seemed to be that symptoms are the 
infallible language of distressed nature, and when accurately read and properly 
interpreted, as only they were able to do, were a sure guide to both pathology 
drid treatment. While that was the central thought of what might properly be 
called the indigenous therapeutic philosophy of the time, there was considerable 
diversity of opinion among the followers of the main doctrine respecting the 
relative utility of reputed measures. In that fact lay the reason for the great 
variety of sects. Every clique of these sectarian advocates had its therapeutic 
specialty, which in their hands and with their ingenuity had as much publicity- 
value as any specialty of the present day. The metnbe-rs of the regular profes- 
sion, while at constant variance amongst themselves, were in the main loyal 
to their sense of personal dignity and the traditionary principles of ethics. 
Nevertheless, in a country and among a people in general having no respect 
for such refinements of sentiment, they were placed at a great disadvantage. 
Surrounded and pervaded by low professional influences they found themselves 
burdened with a great task. To protect both themselves and the public from 
the inroads, likewise, of a growing class of charlatans, the outgrowth of pre- 
vailing professional libertinism, was a proposition of no mean order, especially 
where no governmental interference was exerted to control the educational 
qualifications or even take any cognizance of the public welfare. I t  was with 
reference to this state of things that the proposition was broached to make 
some effort a t  control. Appeal to the state under existing conditions was prac- 
tically useless. Only some local educational influence or  social restriction seemed 
to offer any prospect of relief. I t  could not suffice to say that superior educa- 
tional qualifications were in and of themselves a sufficient protection, because as 
a matter of fact they were not, and never have been when pitted against design- 
ing fraud. 

But superior intellect has, after all, a habit of gaining its end in one way or 
another. In  this strife for supremacy attention of personal elements gradually 
was wearing away the rough edges of dispositions, and tolerance began to take 
the place of arrogant vanity. The policy of ignoring the sectarian professional 
parasites had proven a failure, while contempt and scorn had met like defeat, 
as they always will in such cases by serving to arouse the popular antipathy 
through claims of persecution. An unusual degree of approachment had been 
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steadily, if slowly, manifesting itself amongst even the most violent tempers, and 
a similar degree of strategic condescension manifested itself. Informal meetings 
were held to consider the situation. At  the suggestion, finally, of some wise 
heads it was concluded to adopt a pacific policy toward at least the chief and most 
influential exponents of these specific doctrines, and gradually, through that per- 
suasive influence which is always generated and cultivated by honest and frank 
association, lure them to surrender something of the aggressively sectarian in 
their habits, and join the regular brethren in an effort for professional protection 
and uplift. In other words, the old idea of exclusiveness in professional asso, 
ciation on the part of the regular bred doctors was to be minimized and an era of 
cooperation among all fair-minded and respectable members of the profession 
attempted. This proposition of conciliation between the warring professional 
representatives at that early day was naturally a long time in maturing, because 
of opposition to any fraternization with men of such varied professional hue as 
those with whom the regular faculty would thus be brought. However, by dint 
of perseverance on the part of the farsighted few who could see in the consumma- 
tion of such a movement a partial solution, at least, of the difficulties under which 
the profession were laboring, consent of a number was secured and the scheme 
was quietly launched. Thus did that group of resourceful professional pro- 
genitors of ours anticipate by some sixty years the action taken by the general 

( 

profession within the last decade. Conferences were held in which matters per- 
taining to the welfare of both the profession and the puhlic were discussed, and 
to which were invited those honest adherents of irregular medicine who really 
believed what they preached and practiced, and yet were open-minded enough 
to listen, and had self-respect enough to indulge in no blatent pretensions. The 1 
idea seemed to meet with favor. Conferences thus inaugurated spread through- 
out the county, and even up to as late a date as forty years ago were popular. 
Just after the close of the Civil war a County Medical Society distinct from that 
of the city was inaugurated on those lines under the leadership of the late Dr. 
George L. Corcoran of Brimfield, and technical subjects discussed, with the vim 
and ardor and honesty which usually characterize the proceedings of small as- 
semblages, together with the various sectarian doctrines and methods then in 
vogue. Any man of any particular faith within convenient distance was given 
not only a generous, but hearty welcome, and his expositions listened to with that 
interest and respectful consideration exhibited by those who are seeking the truth 
from whatever 'source it be derived, and who consider every honest human ex- 
perience a legitimate field for serious investigation, particularly at a time when, 
as then, every one was searching earnestly for some tangible clue to rational 
therapeutics. 

In  Peoria a surprising liberality of sentiment and practical harmony were 
gradually developed. Half a dozen or more of the most prominent practitioners 
of sectarian persuasion, especially homeopathists and eclectics, and others with 
similar leanings, were of the number who finally established a sort of circle of 
defense and offense, and thereby accomplished an immense amount of good for 
themselves and the general public, by curbing, through personal and collective 
influence, the arrogance and pretense of the baser sort. I t  was to that act, and 
the circumstances associated with it that Charles Ballance in his history of 1870 
referred when he wrote: "The laws of Illinois do not prescribe who may and who 
shall not practice medicine. T o  remedy this evil, certain physicians of Peoria, 
on the fifteenth of April, 1848, formed themselves into a medical society, which 
has been kept up to this day. Those who went into that arrangement were 
Rudolphus Rouse, Joseph C. Frye. Edward Dickinson, Elwood Andrew, John 
Murphy, John D. Arnold, F. McNeil, William R. Hamilton, E. Cooper, J. T. 
Stewart, E. M. Colburn, John L. Hamilton, H. H. Waite, John N. Niglas, Willis 
Sperry, James McConnell, Clark D. Rankin, A. B. Chambers, Robert Roskoten. 
But there were, at that time, a number of men who relied upon the practice of 
medicine for a support, whose names are not contained in the above list. That 
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was probably because they could not produce a diploma from some medical school 
of their qualifications, or it may have been because they had adopted doctrines, 
or fallen into practices, that were deemed unprofessional." 

It was in relation to the same conditions and circumstances preceding the or- 
ganization of the City Society that our own Dr. Rouse had the following to 
say in one of his addresses: "To the members of this Society it is sufficient to 
say that its objects are stated in the constitution. For others I may add, that by 
such association or fellowship the legitimate and honorable members of a great 
and noble profession, which, more than any other, links together ar t  and science, 

and philanthropy, are better known and aided by each other; while 
by those not of the profession they are more easily distinguished from the multi- 
tude of false pretenders, of every grade and description, who, in the absence of 
all legal distinction or restraint, depending on the credulity and weakness of 
human nature, become as numerous as the frogs and other pests of Egypt, and 
invest and infest every place and corner of our country and community. Socie- 
ties like ours have long existed in all the older states of the Union, and have been 
of great advantage to both the profession and the general community ; but in our 
good state of lllinois, where there is no legal protection of either, and where the 
medical profession is perfectly outlawed, the necessity and utility of such asso- 
ciation and organization is exceedingly obvious." 

I t  may be said here, in a supplementary way, that the ensuing period was 
really the pioneer one for most of the settlements in the interior aside from the 
three or four already mentioned. Dr. George L. Corcoran, in so far as the writer 
knows, was the first physician to locate in Brimfield ; Dr. W. M. Swisher in Elm- 
wood, having the distinction of erecting the first house there; Dr. Joseph F. 
Thomas in Northampton, from whence he enlisted for service in the Civil war 
as Captain of Company C, Eighty-sixth Illinois Infantry, as Major in 1864, 
wounded and returned home when he reentered upon the practice of his profes- 
sion at Chillicothe, subsequently president of the Marshall County Medical So- 
ciety, and a member of the Peoria and state or5anizations; and W. H. Wilmot 
of Lawn Ridge in 1858, who continued in pract~ce there for over twenty pears, 
finally removing to California where he subsequently died. 

Wit11 the nominal acceptance of the community-of-interest idea the process 
of adjustment under constitutional regulation was yet slow. Men accustomed 
to freedom in professional thought and action were averse to accommodating 
themselves to the full requirements of the changed situation. The records of 
the Society exhibit many resolutions of censure, reprimand, expulsion and re- 
admission. I t  was one thing to inaugurate such a movement, but quite another 
to maintain it. The increasing number of sectarian new-comers, mountebanks 
and charlatans increased the gravity of the situation, and the second stage in 
Peoria county's medical development seemed doomed to disaster. Contention 
against the sophistries of irrational dogma continued, however. The inspiration 
of the forefathers had not been in vain. Notwithstanding the intervening period 
of the Civil wnr, and depletion of the local ranks to furnish much of its best blood 
for relief of suffering at the front, the enemy of rational medicine was held at bay 
until 1878, when the close of the second stage witnessed the establishment of 
restrictive legislation as to practitio~ers of medicine, and the dawn of the an- 
tiseptic and antitoxic era dissipated sectarianism like dew before the morning 
sun, nothing of value remaining but the name. Before that was comsummated, 
however. the call to arms for the Civil war had taken something like a dozen of 
the ablest and truest friends of medical organization and its progressive influence. 
Anlongst those who obeyed the summons were Drs. Rankin. Cooper, Roskoten, 
Stewart, Lucas, Niglas, Herrell, Guth, and Thomas of Chillicothe. For more 
than ten years after the return of these veterans the fight against the enemies of 
liberal science continued until indubitable proof came to the relief of its defenders 
and settled the cluestion. of a multiple standard of medical education once and 
for all. whatever names or  means sinister motives might adopt for personal 
aggrandizement. 
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During this second period the roster of the city society and other records 
show the addition of some fifty practitioners, whose names it would be agree- 
able to announce, and whose services in the profession it would be a pleasure 
to consider, did space permit. Suffice it to say, however, that from the first year 
of organized dispensation individualism lost much of  its prestige, and progress 
was steady along the lines of technical improvement followed by progressive men 
the country over, each adding his mite to the sum total of accumulating knowl- 
edge, and to the institution of means and measures of public as well as profes- 
sional advantage. Locally, sanitary conditions were improved. A Marine, and 
later a city hospital, was established. A charter for a medical school was ob- 
tained, but several attempts to use it were frustrated by the wise counsel of those 
far-sighted enough to see that the prospective facilities were not such as to argue 
the success of the venture. 

In 1876 the Sisters of St. Frances were induced to establish a hospital of their 
order, which was located on South Adams street just below Chestnut, and sub- 
sequently removed to its present commanding position on the East Bluff. The 
inception of the antiseptic regime and its relation to surgery, however, which 
began the third stage in the county's medical development, found the authorities 
of that institution unprepared to accept what then appeared to he simply a fad. 
The result was the founding of  the Cottage (now Proctor) hospital, under the 
leadership of the late Dr. J. L. Hamilton, associated with Drs. Thomas M. Mc- 
Ilvaine and 0. B. Will, first as a private institution, subsequently passing into the 
hands of a stock company composed of physicians and interested citizens, and 
made a public home for  the sick. In 1898 The Deaconess' Sisterhood of the 
14ethodist church also opened a hospital under the auspices of that denomination, 
which met with immediate success, and now all three of the enterprises described 

I 
I 

are well equipped for  the requirements of modern medicine and surgery in every [ 
respect. 

This third period was characterized in its opening by gradual relinquishment 
of aggressive activity on the part of those physicians who had borne the burden 
of the pioneer and intermediate periods, and to whom the new innovations were 
but the possible realization of a dream. They had done their part of the work: 
And yet the old spirit remained dominant, and in several instances won laurels in 
the face of unaccuston~ed dernarjds, as instanced in Dr. Stewart's first vaginal hys- 
terectomy, and Dr. J. L. Hamilton's first successful ovariotomy. 

In these past thirty-five years, however, many changes have taken place in 
the nature of professional activity as well as its personnel, in Peoria couilty. 
The organized cooperation which sixty years ago was an innovation has become 
a fixed, illdispensable policy. The principle of sectarianism then prevailing. has 
been replaced by the near taste of denominationalism. The public recogn~tion 
of scientific revelations has drawn the fangs of absolute quackery, and sanitary 
evolution opened the eyes of all who care to see. The local medical profession 
have continued in the fore-front of every progressive maceuver. Almost the 
first in the state, as the literature will substantiate, to practically grasp the signif- 
icance of antisepsis and immunity in relation to their art, they have continued 
in representative fashion to reap its benefits, and have followed their profes- 
sional forefathers in merging the idea of conlpetition into that of cooperation 
through organization. The celebration of their local society's semi-centennial 
aniversary in 1898 called from others a notable commendation of allegiance to 
traditional principle in that direction, and the writer cannot better close this 
brief historical resume than by quoting a paragraph or two from the address of 
Professor Daniel Erower of Chicago, on that occasion, as follows: 

"The great city of Chicago was a t  one time an insignificant village in the 
county of Peoria; although a full three days' journey the county judge of Peoria 
dispensed justice in that city by the lake, and the inspiration that has made it 
the marvel of the age was doubtless in part drawn from, here. It was eminently 
fitting that this city should be the pioneer in medical organizations. Rudolphus 
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Rouse, Joseph C. lTrye, John blurphy, E. S. Cooper, I. D. Arnold, F. McNeil ' 

their associates who founded and who developed this society whose semi- 
ce~ltennial we celebrate tonight, are entitled to our fullest homage; they builded 
better than they knew. 

"The great organizer, not satisfied with establishing the Peoria Medical So- 
ciety, proceeded almost immediately to the organization of a State Medical 
Society. This organization was completed at Springfield, June 4, 1850. Dr. 
Rouse was the chairman and Drs. McNeil, Cooper and Murphy were the earnest 
and active agents in its accomplishment. I t  was not done in Peoria, but by 
Peoria, and the honor of the semi-centennial of the state society be- 
longs to Peoria, and here its ceremonies should be held. The state society that 
had its origin in the cerebral activity of Peorians was pushed along its grand 
work of organizing, elevating and unifying the profession by the same strong 
influence. 

',This society was organized at the very beginning of the anaesthetic age. Sir 
James Y. Simpson first used chloroform, as an anaesthetic in 1847, in Edinburgh. 
and ether was only brought to the attention of the profession for the same pur- 
pose the year before, and yet notwithstanding there were no railroads nor tele- 
graphs to Peoria in those days, no weekly medical journal, your Dr. E. S. Cooper 
read a very interesting and exhaustive paper before the State Medical Society at 
its first meeting on 'The effect of chloroform as an anaesthetic agent in seventy- 
nine surgical operations.' Is that enterprise and progressiveness surpassed today ? 

"The liouses, Fryes, Coopers, etc., of '48' have worthy successors in the 
doctors at this festive board tonight-worthy sons of' noble sires, carrying on 
with success the great work of keeping Peoria in the front rank of medical 
progress; and may we express the hope that when they go hence their succes- 
sors may be equally self-sacrificing and earnestly devoted to the pursuit of knowl- 
edge, and equally conscientious in the practice of this, the noblest of professions. 
And then we can in imagination look into the distant future and see fifty years 
hence a festival more glorious than this, at which the noble deeds of the men 
and women who are here tonight will rise as a savory incense before the altar 
of a noble science." 

OSTEOPATHY I X  PEORIA 

The first heard of osteopathy in Peoria was in the fall of 189; through 
Charles Hazzard, of this city. Dr. Hazzard had taken a post-graduate course 
in Northwestern University at Evanston, with a view of studying for the medical 
profession. After spending some time at the university he went to Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts, where he took a summer course in biology under the celebrated 
neurologist, Dr. Ira von Giesen, at Bellevue Hospital, New York City, after 
which he returned to the Northwestern University for further studies before 
entering the medical college. About this time Dr. Harry M. Still, a son of the 
founder of the science of osteopathy, had taken an office in Chicago, with resi- 
dence and house practice in Evanston, There Alr. Hazzard noted the patients 
coming to and from Dr. Still's residence, and marking the improvement in the 
various cases, he sought and became acquainted with Dr. Still. After a thorough 
investigation and by the advice of a prominent physician of Chicago, he entered 
the American School of Osteopathy, at Kirksville, Missouri, January I .  1896, 
and afterwards taught in that institution about five years, opening and conducting 
the first course in histology, using the technique acquired through the teaching 
of Dr. von Giesen. In  the interim Dr. Hazzard practiced in Detroit one year and 
then returned to the school. Having taken a special course in dissection in 
Chicago, he fifially became chief of clinics in the -4merican School of Osteopathy. 
In June, 1903, Dr. Hazzard severed his connection with the school, and in con- 
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' nection with Dr. Harry M. Still opened an office in New York city. Later he 

bought the interests in the practice of Dr. Still and is continuing in the profes- 
sion a t  the metropolis. 

Physicians of the school of osteopathy who have practiced in Peoria are the 
iollowing : 

Dr. Logan H. Taylor, a graduate of the Kirksville school in 1897. Through 
the solicitations of William M. Lyons he took up his residence in Peoria in June 
of the year just given. Dr. Lyons was a native of St. Louis, Missouri, where 
he was educated in the private schools. H e  also attended the Military Academy 
at West Chester, Pennsylvania, after which he spent two years at the Missouri 
State University and two years in the Missouri State Medical School. His prac- 
tice in Peoria was successful and at times he was associated with Drs. Canadz 
Wendell and G. R. Boyer. Dr. Taylor died September 6, 1906, at the age of 
forty-two. 

Dr. Canada Wendell was born on a farm near Kew Holland, Illinois, April 27, 
1868. His education was received in the common schools and in Lincoln Uni- 
versity, at Lincoln, Illinois. Leaving the university, he spent one year at Central 
Xormal School at Danville. Illinois, and another year at the Northern Indiana 
Normal School at Valparaiso. He taught school a year and for six and a half 
vears engaged in the mercantile business. In February, 1898, Mr. Wendell 
intered Kirksville School of Osteopathy and graduated therefrom in 1900. Pre- 
vious to this, in the summer of 1899, he was in Peoria as an assistant to Dr. 
L. H. Taylor. After his graduation he returned to Peoria and entered into 
partnership with Dr. Taylor, which association continued under the firm name 
of Taylor & Wendell until Kovember 7, 1901. At the time last mentioned Dr. 
Wendell formed a partnership with Dr. E. G. Magill, which connection still 
continues. 

Dr. E. G. Magill is a native of central Ohio and received his primary educa- 
tion in the public schools. He taught school a few terms and then came to 
Illinois and entered the state normal, where he remained some little time and 
then took up a course of study in Wesleyan University, at Bloomington. He 
was a teacher in the schools for fifteen years. He graduated from the American 
School of Osteopathy in 1901 and in December of that year became associated 
in practice with Dr. Canada Wendell. At the present time the firm of Wendell 
& Magill is still in existence. 

Mrs. R. M. Magill, daughter of a physician of the old school, laid a founda- 
tion for the profession of teaching in the cominon and state normal schools. 
She taught for twenty-two years, and with her husband she went to the Amer- 
ican School of Osteopathy in Kirksville and graduated therefrom in June, 1907. 
She then located with her husband in Peoria and became the assistant of the 
firm of which he was a member. h4rs. Magill died in 1912. 

Dr. Edgar 0. Thawley was born in Delaware. H e  was educated in the public 
schoals and had a private tutor in Latin, physics, etc. He graduated from the 
Kirksville school in June, 1902, and in the same year. he took a special course in 
anatomy and dissection. In December of that year Dr. Thawley arrived in 
Peoria and began the practice of his profession. Later he took a summer course 
in pathology and bacteriology in the American College at Chicago. In 1912 
Dr. Thawley was elected president of the Illinois State Osteopathy Association. 

Dr. G. R. Royer is a native of Kentucky and was educated in Central College 
of that state, having graduated therefrom with honors in 1895. In  1901 he 
entered the American School of Osteopathy at Kirksville and graduated in June, 
1902. He then located in Peoria and entered into practice with Dr. Taylor, with 
whom he was associated for some time. Dr. Boyer has been active in securing 
state and national recognition in the science and was the delegate from Illinois 
to the legislative council in 1912. His wife entered Kirksville school with her 
husband and graduated a t  the same time. She has not practiced in this city, 
however. 
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H. J. Faull~in was born in Logan county, Illinois.'in 1875. H e  secured his 
&cation in the district schools, entered the American School of Osteopathy in 
1899 and graduated in 1 9 1 .  He commenced practice the same year a t  Pekin 
and remained there until May, 1907, when he located a t  Peoria. 

51. J. Grieves was born at Lacon, Illinois. H e  received his schooling in his 
native place and entered the Kirksville College in 1905, from which he gradu- 
ated in June, 1909. He came direct to Peoria and engaged in practice. 





CHAPTER XXV- 

TIIE I jENCH A N D  UAR-FIRST COURTS, JUDGES A N D  LAWYEKS-IIN I N D I A N  TRIED 

FOR M UKDER-SKETCIIES OF SOME OF PEORIA'S I:AMOUS ADVOCATES--THE LATE 
JUDGE M'CULLOCH'S RECOLLECTIONS-DESCRIPTION OF LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DE- 
BATE-COLONEL ROBERT G. INGERSOLL-PEORIA BAR ASSOCIATION. 

A pleasing and interesting sketch was written in 1899 by the late Judge David 
~1cCulloch and published in "The Bench and Bar of Illinois," in which he gave 

I his recollections and impressions of the early courts of Peoria county, the emi- 
I 
! nent men who sat upon the bench in these courts and the pioneer lawyers and 
I 

their successors, many of whom attained prominence and distinction, not only 
in their chosen profession but also in places of political eminence secured b ~ r  the 
votes and influence of admiring friends and adherents. From a residence of 
over a half century in Peoria and a .  membership of the Peoria bar almost as 

/ long, Judge McCullocli~s acquaintance with the courts of this district and the 
lawyers practicing therein, coupled with his ability to judge character, accuracy 
of expression, ant1 facile pen, he was splendidly equipped to write lucidly and 
with certainty upon the early history of the bench and bar of Peoria county. 
Ey pern~ission, his article as published is here reproduced: 

Peoria county was organized under an act of the legislature of January 13. 
1825, with its present boundaries, to which were added for county purposes all 
that tract of country north of town 20 and west of the third principal meridian, 
formerly a part of Sangamon county, and all that tract of land north of Peoria 
county and of the Illinois and Kankalcee rivers. The territory so attached em- 
braced a large portion of the north part of the state, including what is no?\- 
the city of Chicago. Coolc county was not organized until 1831. It  is of in- 
terest to note that, as shown by the early records of Peoria coutlty, licenses in 
those times were granted by its c o ~ u ~ t y  authorities to certain persons to maintain 
ferries over the Chicago river at Fort Dearborn and the "Callimink" (Calumet), 
at the head of Lake Michigan, as well as to lieep a tavern a t  Chicago, and that, 
although Chicago had its 01~11  justices of the peace, yet persons desiring to be 
married there were obliged to come to Peoria for their marriage licenses. 

The first term of the circuit court commenced the 14th day of November, 
1825, with John York Sawyer, judge; John Dillon. clerk; and Samuel Fulton, 
sheriff. The court was held in a log building, fourteen feet square, that stood 
on the bank of the river. I t  had only one window and its loft was low-in 
fact it was a genuine log cabin. I t  also served for religious meetings on the 
Sabbath. The baselllent was reached through an opening or door on the river 
side and was sometimes used as a jail, sometimes as a stable. A better jail. 
built of three thicknesses of logs, with a log floor covered with oak plank well 
spiked, was subsequently erected and continued to be the county prison for 
many years: 

The following testimony of some of the earliest settlers will throw much 
light upon the administration of justice in those early days. John Hamlin, writ- 
ing in 1844, says: "In the year 1826 I lived three miles from Rlackinaw; on the 
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Peoria and Springfield road, in what is now Tazewell county, but then attached 
to Peoria; and, being twenty-one years of age that year, I was summoned on the 
grand jury. There were not enough adults then in Peoria county proper to form 
the grand and petit juries, and hence they were summoned from the attached por- 
tion. All the grand juries but two were from the east side of the Illinois river, 
and were chiefly n ~ y  neighbors. We took our provisions and bedding, the latter 
being a blanket or  quilt for each. I t  was also the practice in those days to take 
along a flagon of  liquor, and the custon~ was not omitted on this occasion. In 
truth, so faithfully was the flagon put under requisition that but two of our 
number were sober when we appeared in court to receive the judge's charge. 
Judge Sawyer was the presiding judge, James Turney the prosecuting attorney, 
and 31essrs. Cavalry, Pugh, Bogardus and Turney the entire bar. 

"There were only about eight bills of indictment found by the grand jury- 
one of these against an Indian named Nomaque, for murder. l-Ze had been 
tried the fall before, but, obtaining a new trial, he was indicted again this term. 

"The court house was a log building on the bank of the river, in which the 
jurors slept on their blankets on the floor. There mas a tavern kept by hfr. 
Bogardus, but it was not large enough to furnish sleeping accon~rnodations for 
them. The grand jury room was a lumber cabin, in which J3ogardus kept sad- 
dles and other cattle fixings." 

Xomaque, the Indian mentioned in the above extract, had been tried at the 
first term of the court held by Judge Sawyer, at which time he vras convicted 
for the murder of a Frenchman and sentenced to be hanged; iJTilliain Hamilton, 
a son of the celebrated Alexander Hamilton, being counsel for the defense, and 
James Turney, attorney general, for the prosecution. The case hat1 been carried 
to the supreme court and the judgment reversed. I t  is reported in Beecher's 
Breese, with copious notes by the author. -At the time of his second indictment, 
there being no secure jail, the sheriff kept him under guard at a private house, 
when an attempt was made at his rescue l>y some drunken Indians, but without 
success. H e  was afterward allowed to  quit the country and is reported to have 
united his fortunes with Black Hawk, and to have lost his life in the bartle of 
Stillman's Run. I t  has been hinted that "the flagon" cut quite a figure in his 
first trial. 

In the same year (1844) Isaac Underhill wrote as follows: "I first landed 
on the shore of Peoria lake on Christmas day, 1833, and took loclging with our 
worthy townsman, A. 0. Garrett, 1~110 then Eept the 'Peoria Hotel,' in a small 
two-story wooden building at the corner of l lain and Washington streets. The 
only building west of the hotel at that time was a barn, a short distance up 
Main street. The entire town consisted of hut seven frame houses and a few 
logtenements. The day following I left in the stean~boat 'Peoria' for the south. 
In a few months I returned again to Peoria. During my absence preparations 
had been made for building. and before the first of September about forty houses 
and stores were erected. 

"Tudge Young was the presiding judge at that time and held the circuit court 
in a small building, fourteen feet square, on the river bank. The grand jury sat 
under the shade of a crabapple tree, and the petit jury deliberated in an old 
French cellar, partially filled up, and surrounded with a growth of rank weeds 
and grass. The venerable Isaac Waters was clerk of the court. His office and 
dwelling were in a small log cabin, where now (1844) stand the plow works 
of Tobey & Anderson. The old gentleman used to carry the seal of the court in 
his pocket, and on one occasion, by mistake, offered it to the postnlaster in pay- 
ment of postage. 

"The only practicing members of the bar that resided here at that time were 
the Hon. Lewis Eigelow and Charles Ballance. The former was an eminent 
jurist and profound scholar. I was informed that he wrote a digest of the'laws 
of Massachusetts. a valuable work of upward of eight hundred pages. with one 
quill. H e  died here in 1838. William Frisby, a member of the bar of much 
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promise, arrived here in 1834. By his indefatigable studies he was fast reach- 
ing the topmost round of the ladder of his profession, when he died, in 1842, 
lamented by a large circle of friends and accluaintances." 

Judge Samuel D. Lockwood succeeded Judge Sawyer, and in 1829, Judge 
~ockurood was succeeded by Judge Richard &I. Young, who remained on the 
bench until the close of the year 1834. Charles Eallance, who is mentioned in 
one of the foregoing extracts, was a prominent attorney at law who had settled 
j, Peoria as early as 1831. In the latter part of his life he wrote a history of 
Peoria, from which soille of the following facts are gleaned. 

Judge Young's circuit extended from below Quiizcy to Chicago, including the 
present cities of  Quincy, Rock Island, Galena, Ottawa and Chicago, and em- 
braced all the intermediate territory. In May, 1833, he made his appearance in 
the village of Peoria and announced that he was on his way to Chicago to hold 
court. H e  had traveled about one hundred and thirty miles from Quincy, where 
he lived, and had to travel, as the trail then ran, not less than one hundred and 
seventy iniles farther, to hold his first court on his circuit. H e  traveled all the 
way on horseback. 

After Judge Young's time, and before the accession of the Hon. Onslow 
Peters, the circuit of Peoria county was presided over by the following named 
judges, in addition to those already mentioned : Thomas Ford, Sidney Breese, 
Stephen T. Logan, Daniel Stone, John D. Caton, T. Lyle Dickey and IVilliam 
Kellogg, each one of w!lom occupies a prominent place in the history of his times 
and needs not any extended notice here. It  is a matter of history, however, 
that Thomas Ford died in poverty, at the house of his intimate friend, Andrew 
Gray, an early settler of  Peoria. The grand jury was then in session, with 
Andrew Gray as foreman. That body passed a series of resolutions paying 
tribute to the memory of Governor Ford, frcm which the following extract is 
taken : 

"t\Thile state's attorney in our sparsely settled country he discharged his 
duties faithfully and successfully ; as a judge he was impartial, laborious and just ; 
as a man and citizen, one of the noblest works of God. H e  was nurtured in our 
state while in its infancy: he grew with its growth and strengthened with its 
strengtl~. He won his way from a fatherless boy to eminence and fame and has 
left a bright example to those behind him. that virtue. industry and fidelity 
insure success and will be crowned with triumph." 

My acquaintance with the Peoria bar began on the second Nonday in May, 
1853, that being the day on which Onston1 Peters assunled the duties of circuit 
iudge of the newly formed sixteenth circuit, consisting of the counties of Peoria 
and Stark. For some years prior to that time Peoria and Stark counties had 
constituted a part of the tenth circuit, composed of the counties of Fulton, Peoria, 
Stark, Henry, Rocli Island. Mercer, Knox and l17arren. The formation of  the 
sixteenth circnit, conlposed of only two counties, one of them bein5 very small 
and having but little business, so localized our courts that from that time forward 
circuit riding in this vicinity ceased to be one of the occupations of the pro- 
fession. 

At that time as nearly as I can remember, the Peoria bar consisted of  the fol- 
lowing named leading attorneys and fifms: Norman H. Purple and Ezra G 
Sanger, Lincoln R. Knowlton, Elihu N. Powell and William F. Bryan. Halseg 
0. and Amos L. hierriman, Jonathan K. Cooper, Charles Rallance, Henry Grove 
and -4lexander INcCoy, Elbridge G. Johnson and George S. Blakesley, John T 
1-indsay and Henry Lander, Henry S. Austin and Charles C. Bonney. 

Thomas Ford, Lewis Biqelow, John L. Bogardus. IVilliam Frisby and M'il- 
liam L. May had been prominent at the bar, but they had passed away. Lincoln 
R. Knowlton, Halsey 0. hterriman and Ezra G. Sanger soon joined the ranks 
of the dead. Before coming to Peoria, Rigelo~v had been a member of con- 
gress from Massachusetts, but he is better known to the profession as the com- 
piler of Bigelow's Digest of the Xfassachusetts reports. Frisby was his son-in- 
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law, a brilliant young lawyer, whose life was cut short in early manhood. John 
L. Bogardus was more prominent as a business Inan and dealer in lands than 
as an attorney. 

Before coming to Peoria, William L. May had served one term in the legis- 
lature and two terms in congress. He also was more of a busines man than an 
attorney, and possibly his most enduring monument is the Peoria wagon-road 
bridge, for the building of which he obtained a charter from the legislature. 
The building of this bridge, which was the first one erected over the navigable 
portion of the Illinois river, was the occasion of a most important decision of our 
supreme court, in the case of the Illinois River Packet Company versus the 
Peoria Bridge Association, reported in 38 Illinois Reports, page 467. 

Lincoln B. Knowlton was a man of great ability. H e  had been a member of 
the constitutional convention which framed the constitution of 1848. I remem- 
ber him as a stalwart man, above medium height, broad-shouldered and raw- 
boned. He was then in the last stages of consumption. With a shaggy over- 
coat thrown loosely over his shoulders, he walked down the middle aisle of the 
court house with great dignity, and took his seat in a hair-cloth rocker which had 
been provided especially for his use. H e  died within a month of that time. 
The following tribute was paid to his memory by the Peoria bar on the occasion 
of his death: "Resolved, That we pay but a just tribute of respect to the deceased 
when we declare that his character as a faithful, eloquent and successful advocate 
in our courts, as a man in whom were united the fidelity and honorable conduct 
of a good lawyer, as well as the most expanded liberality, kindneas and generosity I 
of man, commands our most unfeigned respect; that the poor, oppressed and un- 
protected have occasion long to remember and to appreciate his generous efforts, 
gratuitous labor and professional exertions, so often and so faithfully put forth 
in their behalf, they having ever found in him the poor man's and the widow's 
advocate and friend." 

Lincoln Crown Knowlton was born in Shrewsbury, Llassachusetts, ~ I I  1804, 
his paternal ancestors having ccme to America from Knowlton Manor, in Kent, 
lingland, in 1642. Lieutenant Daniel Knowlton and Colonel Thomas Knowlton, 
famed in the early Indian wars and the Revolution, were lineal ancestors. 
Xathaniel Lyan was his own cousin, through a Knowlton mother. The three 
Knowlton brothers settled in Ipswich, Massachusetts. 1,incoln B. Knowlton was 
very gifted in an intellectual way, and at an early age was sent to Union College, 
at Schenectady, New York, whose president was then the famous educator. 
Eliphalet Nott, D. D.. 1,L. D. After graduating at Union College, Mr. Knowl- 
ton studied law with the governor of Massachusetts, "Honest John Davis," as 
he nras called. Mr. Knowlton came to Peoria at a very early period in its his- 
tory and was one of the most brilliant and prominent lawyers of his day, being 
lcnown as the Henry Clay of the Illinois bar. H e  loved his profession, refusing 
a judgeship and being practically pushed into politics. H e  was nominated for 
congress the year he died (August. 1854), and knowing that he could not live to 
fill the office, asked the privilege of naming his successor, James Knox, who was 
elected. H e  was sent as a delegate to the last whig convention, which met at 
Baltimore, and nominated his idol, Henry Clay, for the presidency The last 
speech ever delivered by Mr. Knowlton, when he was almost too weak to stand. 
and the glory of his rich. magnetic voice had gone, was in advocacy of the 
election of Clay to the presidency. He was an intimate friend of Abraham 
Lincoln, David Davis, Stephen A. Douglas and other eminent men who lent 
dignity to the early bar of Illinois. 

I have no recollection of ever having seen Halsey 0. Merriman. H e  was a 
very popular lawyer and had been attorney for  the town of Peoria when it 
obtained its charter as a city, which was largely the work of his hands. 

Ezra G. Sanger was a young man of talent and considerable prominence. 
He had been a member of the legislature in 1848, and one of the presidential 
electors in 1852. With J~ldge Purple as a partner, he was fast attaining to an 
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eminent position at the bar, when the dreaded consumption also claimed him 
as a victim. 

The old court house had, in 1836, been replaced by a two-story brick one, 
with a cupola and a portico ornamented with four round sandstone columns. 

' ~t was considered an elegant building for  the times, and continued to be the 
seat of justice for about forty years. Here also many political battles were 
fought, for it was the only public hall in town and for years all political 
conventions and political meetings were held in it. Its walls on many occasions 
resounded with the eloquence of such men as Abraham Lincoln, Stephen A. 
Douglas, Owen Lovejoy, Wendell Phillips, Josl~ua R. Giddings, Josiah Qzlincy, 
Jr., and other men of note. 

An incident of the times, which strongly impressed itself upon my memory, 
was the great debate between Lincoln and Douglas on October 16, 1854. The cir- 
cumstances which brought tltese two political giants together at that time I did 

1 not know, but in some way an arrangement was made that Senator Douglas 
was to have three hours for his opening speech, b4r. Lincoln was to have the 
same time for reply, and Douglas was to have one hour to close the debate. 
I was then a young man, and not much inclined to political life, but having been 
brought up a democrat, I was disposed to side with Senator Douglas. I lis- 
Gtled with much interest to his speech in defense of the repeal of the "AIissouri 
Con~pron~ise," but was not altogether satisfied with it. When he had closed. 
A4r. Lincoln arose and spoke about as follows: "My Fellotv Citizens: I would 

I like to make a bargain with you. Judge Douglas has occupied all the time 
allotted to him for hls opening speech. I t  is now late in the afternoon, and if I 

I begin my speech now, I will not he able to finish it until the time you will want 
to go to your suppers, and, as I would not like to have my speech cut in two, I 
would suggest that we adjourn this meeting now and come together again 
promptly at seven o'clock. I can then finish my speech by ten, and Judge 
Douglas can finish his by eleven, which is not an uilusually late hour at this 
season of the year. What do you say?" Imn~ediately a cheer went up from 
his friends all over the vast audience, accompanied by throwing of hats in the 
air, and other den~onstrations of approval. So the meeting was adjourned until 
seven o'clock, which gave Mr. Lincoln the advantage of a much larger night 
audience, and an opportunity of  arranging his thoughts beforehand. When 
the evening canle Mr. Lincoln proceeded with his speech. during the progress 
of which he drove ills. Douglas into some very close quarters. When the latter 
arose to reply. he manifested strong symptoms of anger. and continued to speak 
in that strain until the close of his hour. This dehate took place on a small 
platform, erected on the portico at the south corner of the court house, and the 
speakers and officers of the meeting came upon it through a window, in one of the 
offices. I t  is said upon good authority that Mr. 1,incoln expected to again debate 
with Senator Douglas on the following day in an adjoining county, but upon 
the solicitations of the latter, on the ground that his was a controversy with a 
wing of his own party and not with the opposing party, Mr. Lincoln decided to 
return home. , 

I never saw Mr. Lincoln afterward, except on one occasion when he was in 
attendance a t  the circuit court of Woodford county, then being held in a yet 
smaller court house in the town of Metamora. Judge David Davis, clad in a gray 
and apparently homespun suit, with heavy-soled boots on his feet, one leg thrown 
over the low desk in front of him, his steel-gray hair cropped short, was presid- 
ing. hIr. Lincoln sat among the lawyers, with his chair thrown back and his 
hands clasped behind his head. I was struck with the largeness of all his features, 
especially his ears, which seemed out of all proportion. No one would have 
suspected then that either of these two men would ever attain to the world- 
wide reputation to which they afterward succeeded. I t  may be mentioned in 
this connection that this little town of Metamora, now abandoned as a county 
seat, was the place where Adlai Stevenson, late vice president of the United 
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States, commenced practice as a youthful attorney, and the place where Sirneon 
P. Shope, an eminent justice of our supreme court, spent his boyhood days. 
Here also, at court times, were accustomed to assemble many other distinguished 
attorneys from neighboring counties, amongst whom may be mentioned the late 
Asahel Gridley, Lawrence Weldon, now of the court of claims at Washington, 
and Robert E. Williams, of Bloomington; Benjamin S. Prettyman and Samuel 
W. Fuller, of Pekin; T. Lyle Dickey, of Ottawa; Samuel L. Richmond, John 
Burns, Thomas NI. Shaw and George Barnes, of Lacon; Henry Grove, Henry 
B. Hopkins, E. C. and R. G. Ingersoll and Sabin D. Puterbaugh, of Peoria. 

Although the old court house at Peoria had on many occasions been made 
to resound with the eloqueilce of the distinguished statesmen already named, yet 

j 
their eloquence did not by any means eclipse that of some of our home talent. 
I well remember a murder case tried in the early days of Judge Peter's incumb- 
ency, in which Elbridge G. Johnson and Judge Norman H. Purple were counsel 
for the prosecution, and, Judge William Kellogg and Julius Manning for the 
defense. This was indeed a battle of the giants. In  all my experience at the 
bar 1 have never heard, in ally one case, four addresses to the jury of such 
uniform eloquence and power as those presented on this occasion. 

Mr. Johnson was a native of New Hampshire, but afterward located in the 
state of Vermont, where he read law with the distinguished Judge Redfield, and 
was there admitted to the bar at the early age of twenty years. He practiced his 
profession in the state of Vermont until the year 1850, when he located in Peoria 
and there continued in active practice until the time of his death, January 26, 
1885. I t  has been truthfully said of Mr. Johnson that he did not attain to that 
distinction to which his eminent talent entitled him. H e  was extremely sensitive, ' 
so much so as to almost revolt at the idea of putting himself forward as a candi- 1 date for any public position. I ha t  occasion at one time to be a witness of his 
great diffidence, when attending the supreme court at Ottawa. As is well known 
to those who attended that court, the chairs in the great court room, for some 
inexplicable reason, were arranged about its outer walls, so that every attorney 
who wished to address the court was obliged, as it were, to run the gauntlet of 
the entire bar in attendance. Mr. Johnson had a motion to present, but was 
scarcely able to summon courage necessary for the occasion, remarking at the 
time that he would as lief stand up to be shot at as to go forward to present his 
motion. 

The following points in his character are taken from an able address delivered 
by his former partner, Hon. H. E. Hopkins, on the occasion of his death: "He 
was a man of dignified and imposing personal appearance, with nature's emphatic 
stamp of superiority. H e  was all his life under the dominion of strong powers, 
both mentally and physically. His intellect belonged to the type of the colossal. * * * Although he did not attain all that distinction which his early life seemed 
to indicate, in the judgment of his contemporaries, yet he always had in himself 
all the qualities of greatness and power which justified that promise, and he 
needed only the occasion and sufficient force of impulse to have quite realized it. 
* * :$ Upright and honest, he had no patience with tricks or  duplicity. His 
opinions upon social, moral, religious, political and personal topics were most 
independent. * * * Behind the shelter of an external indifference was a 
nature so sensitive and delicate that almost everything either hurt him or consoled 
him. A bundle of nerves, a tissue of sensibilities, a battery of forces, pain and 
pleasure were the ever vibrating tides of his emotions. * * * In the early 
part of Mr. Johnson's residence here he held the office of state's attorney for 
one term, and later served one term in the state legislature, as a member of the 
house of representatives, and soon after the enactment by congress of the old 
bankrupt law he was appointed register in bankruptcy for this congressional 
district, and held the office until the law was repealed. He discharged the duties 
of these various ofices with unquestionable ability and faithfulness." 

William Kellogg had been a member of the lower house of the stzite legisla- 
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ture, after which he was elected judge of the tenth circuit, which then included 
Peoria and Stark counties. This office he held with distinction from February, 
1850, to Sovember, 1852. After leaving the bench he resigned the practice of 
law ~ ~ n t i l  1856, when he was elected to congress, and continued to be a member 
of that body until March 4, 1563, during which time he took a prominent part 
in the legislation of that critical period of our country's history. 

judge Kellogg was a fine orator and displayed his eloquence with great power, 
both at the bar and in the halls of legislation. In person he was of medium 
lleight, somewhat inclined to corpulency, had a high forehead and was of fair 
complexion. His face was full and his voice clear and distinct, his gestures 
p c e f u l ,  and his whole manner that of a finished orator. After leaving congress 
he came lo Peoria to reside and remained in the practice of the law at this place 
until the time of his death. His public career belongs rather to the state and 
nation than to the local bar of Peoria. 

Of Julius Manning I cannot speak too highly. H e  was one of my preceptors, 
and for the last year of his life it was my great privilege to be his partner. H e  
was a native of Canada, his birthplace having been near the Vermont line, and 
he received his education at h'liddlebury College in that state, where he also 
studied law. H e  came to Illinois in 1837 and at once took a leading position a t  
the bar, as well as in political matters. Eefore coming to Peoria he had for some 
pears lived and practiced law in Knox county, from which county he had been 
elected to the lower house of the general assembly for two successive terms, and 
in 1848 he was elected a member of the electoral college in the presidential 
contest of that year. His practice had been extensive, covering several counties, 
including Peoria. In the year 1854, soon after the death of Halsey 0. Merri- 
Inan, he came to Peoria and formed a partnership with Amos L. Merriman, which 
firm continued until June, 1861, when Mr. Msrriman was elected to the office of 
circuit judge of the sixteenth circuit. I t  was at that time that I became a partner 
of Mr. Manning. In the autumn of that year Mr. Manning and Judge Purple 
were, by almost common consent, elected to represent the counties of Peoria and 
Stark in the constitutional convention. In January, 1862, he left the office to 
attend that convention and remained at Springfield until the time of its adjourn- 
ment. Upon his return home his health was very much impaired, and he deemed 
a trip to Canada, where he had once lived, advisable for rest and recuperation; 
hut when his preparations had all been made, and while paying a visit to his old 
home in Knoxville, he suddenly expired on July 4, 1862, at the early age of forty- 
eight years. 

In political faith Mr. Manning was a democrat, and although in the constitu- 
tional convention, he went with his party in a course which seemed somewhat 
questionable, yet he was always loyal to the country, I well remember when the 
rebellion first broke out and excited crowds were filling our streets it became 
the earnest desire of many good citizens to know the standing of Julius Manning 
on the all important questions then agitating the country. Accordingly, when 
called upon to address the multitude assembled in front of his office, he appeared 
on the balcony and commenced something in this wise: "My Fellow Citizens: I 
belong to the north, I was born in the north, I married my wife in the north, my 
children were born in the north, my interests lie in the north, and in this fight 
1 an1 for the north." He then went on to sho~v that when sections are at war \vith 
e5ch other, there can be no middle ground, but every man must he on one side or 
on the other. As for himself, whatsoever others might do or be, he was for the 
north. This speech produced a profound inipression upon the community and 
had much to do with placing many wavering democrats on the right sde.  

His forecasting of political events was shown by a remark made by him at the 
time of Abraham Lincoln's first nomination. A few of us, mostly democrats, 
were in his office awaiting the results of the balloting in Chicago. When the 
news of Lincoln's nomination came, there was manifested a considerable degree 
of merriment over the choice of the convention, which was checked by Mr. 
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Manning, who said: "Boys, don't laugh; Abe Lincoln is the hardest man to beat 
the republicans could have nominated." This was before the split in the demo. 

favor of Douglas, in the presidential campaign of that year. 
Mr. Manning was sligl~tly above medium height, portly in person, erect in 

carriage, dignified in appearance. fair in complexion and in the color of his 

cratic party. After that event occurred Mr. Manning threw his influence in ( 

hair, his features heavy and prominent but pleasing in expression. He dressed 
well, wore a silk hat and carried a gold-headed cane. His presence commanded 
respect wherever he appeared. 

As an orator Julius Manning had few equals and no recognized superiors, 
His voice was musical and clear as a bell, his enunciation was perfect, his ges- 

I 
tures elegant, his expression earnest and his whole manner most persuasive. 
H e  was a student of rhetoric. Although his speeches seemed, to a listening 
audience, to be entirely extemporaneous, yet on all important occasions, when 
time was at his command, they were studiously prepared. Some of his skele- 
tons, still extant, ohserve the rhetorical division of exordium, argument and 
peroration, and the line of thought assigned to each was scruPulously followed 
in delivery. 

As a lawyer he was perhaps not so methodical nor so exact in the prepara- 
tion of his cases as was Judge Purple, but in point of native talent and the in- 
tuitive grasping of the principles of the law he was generally regarded as the 
latter's superior. With the jury he was almost inv~ncible and many a man 
owed his life or his liberty to the eloquence of Julius Manning, when in less 
able hands he might have been condemned to punishment. 

The estimate in which he was held by his brethren of the profession is best 
expressed by the resolutions adopted by the Peoria bar on the occasion of his 
death, one of which reads as follows: 

"liesolved, That in the death of Mr. Manning the bar of this county and 
state has lost one of its brightest ornaments, the state one of its most distin- 
guished citizens, and society one- of its noblest and worthiest members. En- 
dowed by nature with a mind of the finest texture and of the most enlarged ca- 
pacity, enriched and strengthened by cultivation, he grasped with remarkable 
ease and clearness the whole science of law, and successfully applied it in 
practice wit11 a rare combination of eloquence and logic. H e  had thoroughly 
mastered the elementary principles of his noble profession, and his mind was 
a vast store house, in which nlemory had carefully garnered up and stored away 
inexhaustible treasures of legal lore. H e  was thus always provided and ready 
for any professional emergency, whether on the circuit or at home. H e  was 
no less conspicuous for his modesty. Always unconscious of his own merits 
and preferring the quiet of home rather than the pleasures of the social circle, 
he sedulously shunned the turmoil and eclat of public life. H e  entered the 
political arena but seldom, and with reluctance, in obedience to the urgent and 
unsolicited demands of his numerous friends. In his deportment, whether in 
public life or in professional o r  social intercourse, he was always courteous. 
No barbed shaft ever found place in his full quiver. His heart was as expansive 
as his mind. ICindness exhaled from him as an atmosphere and shed its benefi- 
cence upon all alike who came into his presence.'' 

In religious matters, during most of his life, Julius Manning was a liberal 
thinker. While entertaining a very high regard for the person, character and 
teachings of Jesus Christ as a man, he could not yield his assent to what is 
known as orthodox teaching; but in the last few months of his life he became a 
thorough tonvert to the Evangelical faith and to all appearances was a devout 
Christian. 

Norman H. Purple's proper place in history is with the bar of the state 
at large, rather than with the local bar at Peoria. Eut, having spent the best 
years of his life with us, nre claim him as one of our own. After retiring from 
the supreme bench he removed to Peoria and resumed the practice of the law, 
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Il,hich soon became extensive and lucrative. The great contest in the Military 
Tract between patent titles and tax titles was then at its height. By an act of 
congress, in 1812, two inillioil acres of land in Illinois, northwest of the Illinois 

had been set apart for  soldiers' bounties. These lands, having been 
patented directly to the soldiers had become taxable, and nlany of tllelll had 
been sold for taxes. These tax titles were the only ones upon which many of 
the actual settlers held their farms. As lands became valuable the country was 
scoured from Rfaine to Texas by speculators in lands, in search of the patentees 
or their heirs. When they, or some other persons of like names, were found, 
suits ~sould be comnlenced in their names, or in those of their grantees, for the 

111 many instances, when the occupant had bought up the apparent 
patent title of one set of heirs, another, and possibly a third, set would turn up 
clain~ing the same land. Many of these suits were brought in the federal 
courts, and many of t l~em in the courts of the state. In this great controversy 
lnany of the n~embe~-s of the bar in the Military Tract came to be recognized 
21s tile leading land lawyers in the country. Among these may be mentioned 
~rcliibaltl \Villiams, Orville H. Browning, Charles B. Lawrence, of Quincy; 
Rol~ert S. Clack~vell, author of Rlackwell on Tax Titles, of Macomb; Hezekiah 
JI. IVead, William Kellogg, William C. Goudy and S. Corning Judd, of Fulton 
county ; Joseph Knox, of Knos county ; and Norman H. Purple, Julius Man- 
ning, Onslow Peters, Elil~u N. Powell, William F. Bryan and others of Peoria 
county. In  this contest the law relating to tax titles and the statutes of limita- 
tion became practically settled for all time. 

;inother fruitful source of litigation in those clays consisted of the French 
claims iu I'eoria. During the IVar of 1812 one Captain Craig, acting under 
orders of the territorial governor, had come to the French village at Peoria 
lake and, erroneously supposing the inhabitants to be acting in league with the 
hostile Indians, hurried their village and carried the inhabitants away to more 
southern counties. 'To atone for this act of injustice congress, in 1823, had 
granted to these settlers the lots on which they had resided, with their adjacent 
outlots. The quarter section on which the county seat was afterward located, 
ant1 the tracts now known as Bigelow and Underhill's Addition and Ballance's 
Addition, were all patented subject to these rights of the French, but the claims 
were not surveyed out for several years after the grant. Charles Ballance, the 
attorney already mentioned, had become the owner of a large tract of land 
upon which he had laid out an addition, besides being the owner of other lots 
covered by the French claims. He, therefore, became champion of the parties 
in possession, while one Robert Forsyth, of St. Louis, championed the cause 
of the French, he being one of the heirs. The controversy hinged upon the 
statute of limitation, and the points to be determined were: First. Did the 
statutes run against these grants? Second. Were the defendants within the 
provisions of any of those statutes? These questions being finally resolved in 

1 favor of the occupants, this vexatious litigation which had lasted for twenty 
years came to an end. In these contests Judge Purple and Julius h1anning hacl 

1 frequent occasion to measure intellectual swords with each other. 
Judge Purple was a forcible rather than an elegant speaker. Unfortunately 

he hacl somewhat of a nasal enunciation, which, with those not accustomed 
to hear him, detracted not a little from the elegance of his diction. In appear- 
ance he was tall, erect and dignified, in physique he was well proportioned, in 
gesture not graceful, but the earnestness of his delivery made up for all the 
other defects and gave his speeches great weight. In the use of sarcasm he 
was cutting, and, when occasion demanded repartee, he was quick and pointed. 

As a practitioner at the bar Judge Purple was exact as well as exacting. 
He never presented a matter in court without due preparation. Keeping him- 
self within the rules of the court, he expected the Sam: of others. H e  wrote 
a bold and very legible hand, and although his penmanship was not elegant, yet 
his court papers were always prepared with scrupulous neatness. In 1857 Judge 
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Purple compiled and published an edition of all the laws of the state then in 
force, and before that had published a compilation of the reai-estate statutes, 
which are known as Purple's Statutes and Purple's Real-Estate Statutes. 

Hezekiah &I. wead was a member of the convention which framed the con- 
stitution of 1848, and was the successor of William Kellogg as judge of the 

I 
tenth circuit. After retiring from the bench he came to Peoria and spent the 
remaining years of his life in the practice of the law, during which time he 
was associated at different times with Marion Williamson, Elihu N. Powell, 
William Jack and Lawrence W. James. H e  was a talented lawyer, an  able and 
upright judge, a forcible speaker, a man of fine physical development and of 
strong will power. His career in Peoria was a successful one. 

I-Iis position upon the questions of the day is shown by the following extract 
fro111 a paper of the opposite party in politics, relative to an oration delivered 
by him July 4, 1862: "It was one of the best and most appropriate addresses 
of the kind we have ever listened to. * * * At the close the speaker alluded 
to the war progressing for the integrity of our country and the supremacy of 
the constitutio~l under which we have made such glorious progress in all that 
can make a people great and happy. H e  was not among those who looked 
despondingly a t  the future, or  had fears as to the result. 'The result,' said the 
Judge, '~vill be the total overthrow of treason and rebellio~~, and before another 
Fourth of July dawns, the reestablishment of the national authority over every 
foot of the soil of these United States.' " 

Henry Grove was a diamond in the rough. Born in Pennsylvania, he had 
in early life been taken by his parents to the state of Ohio, where he spent 
his youth and early manhood. Having there become accustomed to the hardy 

t 
life of the pioneer backwoodsman, he retained many of its characteristics dur- 
ing life. In fact, he prided himself upon, and obtained much of his popularity 
by, lceeping closely in touch with the sons of toil. H e  was a man of most 
decided native ability, but lacked that culture derived from early education, 
which many of his associates possessed. On this account some of them were 
inclined to deride him somewhat when he first came to the Peoria bar, but he 
proved himself a fair match for  the ablest of them, not so much by the force 
of pure logic as by the force of that vast amount of wit, humor and ridicule 
which he was able, as occasion required, to throw into his speeches. I remember 
one occasion, when being hard pressed by his opposing counsel he found it 
necessary to divert the attention of the jury from the case itself, by turning 
upon his opponents. Making a terrific assault upon them for their alleged 
duplicity, and seizing the old worn Bible on the clerk's desk, quick as a flash 
he turned to the proper passage, and, pointing alternately to the two opposing 
counsel, read in the most sonorous voice he could command, "I say unto you 
the publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God before you!" The effect 
was magical and brought the crimson to the faces of his opponents. 

He was a man of about medium height and weight, had a heavy shock of 
black hair, which showed but slight acquaintance with either comb or brush; 
heavy eyebrows, small piercing eyes, prominent Roman nose, thin lips covering 
firmly set teeth, protruding chin and full beard, less the mustache. His ill 
fitting clothes seemed to be hung upon him without reference to appearance. 
H e  wore low shoes, often down a t  the heels, and, if tied at all, they were tied 
with leather shoestrings. 

But with all these peculiarities Henry Grove was a man of power as well 
in political life as  a t  the bar. As might be supposed from his antecedents, he 
had an utter contempt for the aggressions of the slave power, and early es- 
poused the cause of the Anti-Nebraska party. He was elected to the legislature 
in 1854, and recorded his votes with others of that political faith, and when 
the tug of  war came in, 1860 he was made a delegate to the national conve~~tion, 
and had the honor of voting for Abraham Lincoln as a candidate for president 
of the United States. He was loyal to the core, and although too old, as he 
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said, to go into the army, he was one of the most liberal supporters of those 
who did go. At the time of his death the Peoria bar passed a series of resolu- 
tiolls con~memorative of his life and services, and upon presentation of the 
same to the circuit court, William F. Bryan gave the following sketch of his 
&aracter: "It is superfluous to say that Mr. Grove had traits of character 

made him peculiarly notable. His presence was always manifested by 
some demonstrative act. With but a limited education he had a rare command 
of the sturdy elements of his mother tongue. He was laboriously diligent in 
the practice of his profession and was always energetic and aggressive in behalf 
of his clients. * * * H e  loved the court room and the excitement incident 
to its proceedings. His whole professional career has passed like a popular 
panorama before the public eye. Better, therefore, perhaps than any of his 
contemporaries, has he delineated his own character, and as it were so molded 
and shaped it that like the statue of a sculptor it stands forth seen and recog- 
nized by all men." Henry Grove died in the month of May, 1872. 

Alexander McCoy was a native of Pennsylvania, was graduated at Wash- 
ington College in the class of 1834, was admitted to the bar in Ohio about the 
year 1850, after which he came to Peoria and formed a partnership with Henry 
Grove, in 1851. In 1856 he was elected state's attorney for  the sixteenth circuit, 
for the term of four years, and was reelected to the same office in 1860. The 
duties of this office he discharged with signal faithfulness and ability. In 1861 
he formed a partnership with Judge Purple, which continued until the latter's 
death in 1863. In 1864 he was elected to the lower house of the legislature on 
the republican ticket. His ability as a lawyer was at once recognized by his 
being made chairman of the judiciary committee, which made him the leader 
of the house. 

When the thirteenth amendment to the constitution of the United States 
was submitted to the legislature of Illinois for ratification and the same had 
passed the senate, it was upon the motion of Alexander McCoy that the same . 

was at once ratified by the house. By this prompt action of its legislature the 
state of Illinois was the first to place the seal of immortality upon the brow of 
her noblest son, by its ratification of this amendment, insuring perpetual free- 
dom not only to the black men of the south, but to every human being wherever 
our flag floats. 

Upon the retirement of Judge Marion Williamson from the bench in 1-867, 
a partnership was formed between himself, Alexander McCoy, Lorin G. Pratt 
and John S. Stevens, which continued until the death of Judge Williamson, the 
year following. The business was then continued under the name of hlcCoy 
8i Stevens until 1570, when Mr. McCoy retired and took up his residence in the 

I 

city of Chicago. There he had at different times as partners, George F. Hard- / ing. Lorin Grant Pratt, C. B. McCoy and Charles E. Pope. About the year 
1887 he retired from business and in January, 1859, removed to California, 
where he died on February 10, 1893. 

His late partner, Charles E. Pope, in writing to the surviving members of 
his college class in 1894, pays him the following beautiful and truthful tribute: 
"I can truthfully say that closely he.approached my ideal of what the lawyer 
and true man should be. He was by nature and practice an honest man. This 
characteristic, united with great knowledge of equity principles and practice, 
made him a most excellent equity lawyer. His manner of presenting his case 
in court impressed those who listened to him with the feeling that he thoroughly 
believed in the justice of the cause he was advocating. His force of character, 
his rugged common sense, his careful, conscientious preparation of his case, his 
cool analytical dissection of the facts and law, usually led to  success. Mr. 
McCoy's ability as a lawyer was well known to the public a t  large. His clients 
were among the most prominent citizens here. As regards his character as a 
man it is hard for me to speak in terms of moderation. His standing among 
his professional brethren was unchallenged. H e  was trusted and respected by 
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1 Most genial, and gifted with a keen sense of humor, he was a most de- 
lightful companion. Those who have known him cannot, I am sure, but have 
been led thereby to a higher realization of what man can and ought to be." 

Jonathan K. Cooper m7as one of the early members of the Peoria bar. He 
was a native of Pennsylvania, grandson of Robert Cooper, a noted Presby- 
terian divine and chaplain in the Revolutionary army. His father was John 
Cooper, who for  many years was principal of a classical academy a t  which the 
son received his early education, and where he laid the foundation of that liter- 
ary taste and that felicity in the use of pure English for  which he was noted. 
rit  the age of seventeen years he entered Jefferson College, an institution of 
high grade, located at Cannonsburg, in western Pennsylvania, and was graduated 
it1 1835. H e  afterward pursued a course of study of the law in the law school 
attached to Dicltinson College, in Carlisle, where he came in contact with such 
men as Justice Gibson, Thaddeus Stevens and other leading lawyers of the 
state. 

Upon the completion of his course he was admitted to the Carlisle bar, about 
the year 1839, soon aiter which he came to Peoria. As a lawyer Mr. Cooper 
was conscientious, painstaki~lg and extremely careful of his clients' interests. 
H e  was modest and retiring to a fault, generally underrating his own abilities, 
while probably overrating the abilitiy of others. By cultivation he had hecome 
accustomed to the use of the choicest lal~guage, which he never lost sight of 
even in the heat of debate. H e  was a forcible, although not brilliant spealcer, 
but he fully made up for this apparent defect by the earnestness of his manner, 
the force of his language and by the most admirable choice of words in which 
he was accustomed to express his thoughts. 

Mr. Cooper was not ambitious for fame, nor was he ever an aspirant for 
any office, but cluietly and industriously pursued' the practice of his profession 
as long as the state of his health would permit. H e  had a supreme contempt 
for everything low or vile, and never would on any occasion countenace a sug- 
gestion of vulgarity, either at the bar or in his intercourse with his fellow men, 
He, as lvell as others, sometinles became the object of Mr. Grove's riclicule, 
but Mr. Cooper was able to cut back with a keen blade. O n  such occasions it 
was a contest between the tomahawk of the son of the forest and the polished 
steel of the Itnigl~t errant. Yet, opposite as they were in character. they were 
warm friends and each enjoyed the confidence and esteem of the other. 

At the time of his death it was truthfully said of him by Hon. H. G. Hop- 
Icins, one of his associates at the bar: "For many years he elljoyed more of 
persolla1 regard and friendship, and the lcindly expression of them, more of the 
love and trust of honle friends, of professional associates ancl business patrons 
than falls to the happy lot of many men of our times and locality. * * * I t  is 
with regret, with grief and a tear that we contemplate the broken tie \vhich 
bound him to us, ancl place a fresh memory along with that of those who have 
preceded him. * * * And in amiable qualities, in gentleness and sweetnes of 
life and character he had few equals among the living or departed of our 
generation." 

About the year 1857 two brothers, Ebon Clark Ingersoll and Robert G. Inger- 
soll, came from Gallatin county to Peoria. They were both immediately recog- 
nized as talented young attorneys, and, both being democrats, they soon took 
prominent positions in that party. The elder brother was then a represe~~tative 
in the legislature from the fourth district, and after the death of Owen Love- 
joy, in March, 1864, he was eleced as a republican to succeed the latter in 
congress. After the expiration of that term he was elected three times in 
succession to represent the fifth district. Having failed in his reelection in 
1870, on account of the breaking up of party lines, he retired to private life 
in Washington city, where he continued to reside until the time of his death, 
H e  was in congress at the time of the close of the war, and took an active 
part in the proceedings of that hody during the exciting time of the reconstruc- 
tion of the Union. 
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Robert G. Ingersoll was regarded as an able lawyer, but was not so suc- 
cessful in politics as Itis brother. In 1860 he ran for congress as a democratic 
candidate against Judge William Icellogg, the republican candidate. In 1561 
he went into the army as colonel of the Eleventh Reginlent of Illinois Cavalry. 
Elis es~erience in the army wrought a conlplete revolution in his political views, 
and ever afterward he was an ardent republican. From February, 1867, to 
January, 1869, he held tlie office of attorney general, by appointtnent of Governor 
Oglesby. 

In 1868 h e  was a candidate before the republican state convention for the 
office of governor, but was defeated by the frcends of General John IT. Palmer, 
who was subsequently elected. Some years after his brother had talcen up his 
residence in Washington city, Robert G. Ingersoll went there to reside, and the 
two continued in busilless together until the death of the former. Tlle latter 
subsec[uently went to New York city, where he achieved such a wide reputa- 
tion that a full account of his career becomes iml)ossihle in these local notices. 
Henry W. Wells is perhaps the senior member of the Peoria bar in active 
practice. I-Iaving received his early education at Galesburg, Illinois, he entered 
the National Law Scl~ool (then at Ballston, but afterward renloved to I'ough- 
keepsie, New York), where he graduated in 1853 and was adnlitted to the Xeiv 
York bar. Returning to Illinois he continued his studies in the law office of 
Messrs. Johnson and Blakesley, teaching school in the winter seasons, until the 
year 1555, when he entered upon the practice of the law at Cambridge, Henry 
county, Illinois, and very soon did an estensive business. In 1862 he enlisted ill 
the One Hundred and T\.velfth Reginlent of Illinois Infantry, as a private, 
and was afterward pronloted to the rank of major. I-Ie continued in the service 
until the close of the war. In 1865 he returnetl to l'eoria and resulued the prac- 
tice of law. H e  was well known to the profession as the author of a valuable 
treatise entitled Wells on Replevin, which is accepted as standard authorit).. 
In 1869 he was elected as a member of tlie constitutional convention arid \li(l 
efficient service in the framing of our present constitution. 

John T. Lindsay was at one time a member of considerable prominence of 
our bar but is now a non-resident of our county. 11;lien I first became acquaitlt:cl 
with the bar of Peoria he was engaged in the practice of the law in company 
with Henry Lander, formerly a partner of Julius llanning, in Knos county. 
Mr. IAindsap continued the practice of the lalv for many years thereafter and 
during that time had several partners. ISe served for one tern1 as a member 
of the I~ouse of representatives and one tern1 in tlie state senate. 1Vhile a 
member of the senate, although lie had beell elected as a democrat, he voted 
for the ratification of the thirteenth amendment to the cor~stitution of tlie United 
States. 

Charles C, Eonney properly belongs to Chicago,  ille ere his reputation has 
heen achieved. yet it is true that he was adtnitted to the ljar and for several 
years practiced his profession in Peoria. IVliile here he took into his office as a 
s t ~ ~ d e n t  a penniless Irish boy named \Villiam O'l?rien, who afterward l~ecame 
a man of considerakle note a t  the bar, as well as in political life. I-le was 
unfortunate in not having a good academical education, for he was a man of 
natural abilities and force of character. As a successful crjmi~lal lawyer 11e had 
few superiors in the state. H e  was a forcible speaker. impulsive in the argument 
of his cases and seemed to carry his point by mere force. rather than by logical 
argument. 

H e  was an ardent democrat and adhered to the anti-war wing of his party 
to the last. H e  \vas elected to the lower l~ouse of the legislature in 1862 and 
took a prominent part in the action of that body which finally led to its ad- 
journment by the procla~nation of Governor Yates. H e  was a delegate to the 
national democratic convention which nominated Horatio Seymour for president 
in 1868, and in that satne year was the candidate of his party for congressman 
for the state at large against General John A. Logan, the successful candidate. 
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H e  subsequently removed to Chicago, where after some years of practice, with 
varying success, he died. 

In addition to those already named the following members of the Peoria 
bar have been members of the legislature, namely: Senators, Mark M. Bassett, 
one term; Andrew J. Eell, two terms; Lucien H. Kerr, one term; John S. Lee, 
two terms ; John M. Neihaus, one term ; James D. Putnam ; representative,, 
Mark M. Bassett, one term; Robert S. Bibb, one term; Samuel Caldwell, one 
term; Horace R. Chase, one term; John S. Lee, one term; John M. Neihau~, 
one term; William E. Phelps, one term; Michael C. Quinn, two terms ; James 
M. Rice, one term; Julius S. Starr, two terms. 

JUDGES O F  THE CIRCUIT COURT I 
Onslow Peters was the first judge of the sixteenth circuit. H e  was a native 

of hlassachusetts and had come to Peoria as early as the year 1836. Before his 
accession to the bench he had enjoyed a practice extending oyer a large por- 
tion of the northern end of the state. H e  was a man of great public spirit; had 
been a member of the constitutioiial convention of 1847, and is said to have 
been the author of our system of township organization. H e  was a strong 
advocate of popular education and aided much in the establishment of our 
system of public schools. 

He was reelected in 1855, but occupied the bench less than three years in 
all, having died in Washington city, February 28, 1856. As I remember him, 
Judge Peters was rather short in stature, had a very bald head, surrounded by , 
a ring of dark hair; had a broad and not very expressive face, and was burdened ' 
with a great rotundity of person. H e  is, by one historian, said to have been 
somewhat pompous in his manner, but never having heard him speak except 
at some local meetings of a business character, I am not able to add my testi- 
mony to that charge. I knew him as a good natured, genial gentleman, ever 
ready to do a kindness or to render friendly advice to a young man when 
needed. 

Upon the death of Judge Peters, Jacob Gale became his successor for a 
few months. Judge Gale had not been engaged in the active practice of the 
law for some years, but had for a long time held the office of circuit clerk and 
Ily that means had kept himself well informed as to the proper administration 
of the law. But the onerous duties of the bench proving distasteful to him, he 
resigned his office and was succeeded in November of the same year by Elihu 
N. Powell. 

Judge Powell came from Ohio at a very early day, and although he had not 
the advantage of a thorough education in early life, yet, through indomitable 
industry and perseverance in his studies, he became a very able lawyer. He 
had as a partner for some years William I?. Bryan, under the firm name of 
Powell & Bryan, which firm attained to a very extensive and lucrative practice. 
At the time of his death, in 1871, Judge Powell was considered the senior mem- 
ber of the Peoria bar. H e  had the rare faculty of being able to cite from mem- 
ory, giving book and page, any reported case he had ever read. Neither he 
nor his partner, Bryan, were great orators, but each of thern was able to present 
his case to court or jury with commendable ability and force. 

Judge Powell was succeeded in 1861 by Amos L. Merriman, who held the 
office until the latter part of the year 1863, when he resigned the same to take 
up the then growing business of prosecuting war claims against the government, 
for which purpose he removed to Washington city. As before stated, he had 
been a partner of his brother until the time of the latter's death, in 1854, after 
which he was a partner of Julius Manning until his accession to the bench. 
He was the office lawyer of both firms and became an expert in the preparation 
of court papers, as well as all other documents necessary to be prepared in the 
office of an attorney. H e  was not considered a very able advocate but was an 
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excellent judge of the law and discharged the duties of his high office with 
ability and to the satisfaction of all. Upon the retirement of Judge Merriman 
he was succeeded by Marion Williamson, 

Judge Williamson had come to Peoria about the year 1856. H e  was a 
native of Ohio and had received only a common-school education, but his native 
talent and diligent study overcame all obstacles and placed him in the front 
rank of the younger members of the bar. After coming to Peoria he was first 
associated for  three years with Hon. Hezekiah M. Wead, after which, until his 
accession to the bench, he practiced alone. I t  was truthfully said of him, "He 
filled the office with honor to himself and benefit to the community. His peculiar 
adaptability to the position made him one of the best officers that ever sat upon 
the bench." Upon retiring he formed a partnership with Alexander McCoy, 
Lorin G. Pratt and John S. Stevens, which was terminated by his death the 
following year. Sabin D. Puterbaugh, the successor of Judge Williamson, was 
lilsewise a native of Ohio, but had come with his parents to Illinois when he was 
five years old. His early education was obtained at the common schools of 
Tazewell county. He was admitted to the bar in January, 1857, and at once 
became partner of Hon. Samuel \V. Fuller, then state senator from that dis- 
trict. After the removal of Mr. Fuller to Chicago, Islr. Puterbaugh forilled a 
partnership with Hon. John B. Cohrs, which continued until 1861. Mr. Puter- 
baugh then entered the army as major of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, and 
remained in the service until November, 1862, when he resigned and removed to 
Peoria. In 1868 he formed a partnership with E. C. & R. G. Ingersoll, the 
former of whom was then a representative in congress. This firm continued 
until June, 1867, when he was elected to the office of cricuit judge. H e  held 
this office until March, 1873, and then resigned to resume the practice of his 
profession. As a judge he was upright, painstaking, diligent and correct in 
decisions, and discharged the duties of his office with ability and fidelity. H e  
is perhaps best known to the profession as the author of Puterbaugh's Common 
Law Pleadings and Practice and Puterbaugh's Chancery Pleading and Practice, 
both of which worlis are accepted as standard authority. 

Judge Puterbaugh also, in 1877, took a conspicuous part in the measures 
before the legislature for the reorganization of the judiciary, and the creation 
of the appellate courts. To his efforts probably more than to those of any other 
one man the state is indebted for the adoption of those measures. 

In  politics he was a democrat until the outbreak of the rebellion, when he 
identified himself with the republican party, and he was one of the presidential 
electors in 1880, at which time he cast his vote in the electoral college for James 
A. Garfield for president. and Chester A. Arthur for vice president. H e  con- 
tinued in the practice of the law until his death, which occurred September 25, 
1892. 

Upon the resignation of Judge Puterbaugh, Henry B. Hopkins was ap- 
pointed by the governor to fill out the unexpired term. Although an excellent 
lawyer, Mr. Hoplcins did not give promise of very great success as a judge. 
The trouble seemed to be that he was too cautious and too considerate, and 
consequently too slow in his movements for the speedy dispatch of business. 
He was a native of Vermont and had for many years been a partner of E. G. 
Johnson. H e  was exceedingly laborious and painstaking and had the reputation 
with the judges of the supreme court of having prepared some of the best argu- 
ments ever presented to that tribunal. He died in 1892. 

Joseph W. Cochran, a native of Ohio, succeeded Judge Hopkins. H e  had 
come to Peoria about the year 1858, and had been successful as  a lawyer and 
master in chancery. H e  removed from-here to Chicago. At  the same election 
John Burns, of Lacon, Marshall county, was elected judge of the adjoining cir- 
cuit. Judge Burns had been engaged in successful practice for many years in 
Marshall and adjoining counties, and had represented his district in the con- 
stitutional convention of 1862. By the action of the legislature of 1877 these 
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David 1lcCulloch was born in Cumberland county, l'ennsylvania, January 23,  

1832, ancl died September 17, 1907. I-Ie was a college-bred man and taught 
school about six n~oilths in his native village. He arrived In Peoria on the 23d 
day of April, 1853, completing his journey from LaSalle by way of t l ~ e  Illinois 
river. Two years after his arrival here he conducted a private school; in the 
spring of 1855 began the study of law in the office of Manning & Merriman, 
and was aclnlitted to the bar in 1857. Previous to this, however, he had been 
elected school comtnissioner of Peoria county-an office similar to that of the 
present county superintendency, and served in that capacity six years. After 
his admission to the bar he formed a partnership with his preceptor, Julius 
llanning, one of the ablest lawyers of the state. This business association con- 
tinued until Mr. 3lantling's death, July 4, 1862. That same year Mr. hfcCulloch 
formed a partnership with Charles 1'. Taggert. From ISTO to 1875 the law firm 
of RIcCulloch & Stevens existed, and 1877 he was elected to the office of supreme 
judge, in which he served for eight years. He was assigned by the supreme 
court as one of the judges of the appellate court for the third district in 1879, 
and served as such five years, being associated with Judges Chauncey L. Higbee 
and Oliver I,. Davis. Judge McCulloch retired from the bench in 1885 and 
fornled a partnership with his son. E. D. JIcCullock, which continued until the 
Judge's death. 

Tudge McCulloch was reared a democrat and cast his first presidential vote 
f o r j a n ~ e s  Ruchanan, who had been president of the board of trustees of Marshall 
College, which was Judge McCulloch's alma mater. In 1860 he voted for 
Steven A. Douglas. 

Judge AfcCulloch ranked high with his brethren of the bar, both as a lawyer 
and a jurist. This was indicated by the fact that at the first meeting of the Bar 
Association he was one of a committee composed of Judges Sabin D. Puterbaugh, 
Anthony Thornton and himself, which devised the plan and drafted the bills 
which, with some modifications, became laws. whereby the judicial system was 

two circuits were united, and David McCulloch was elected as the third judge 
of the ncw circuit. 

At the election of 1879 Judges Burns and McCulloch were reelected and 
Sinian AI .  Laws, of Marshall county, succeeded Judge Cochran. Judge Mc- 
Culloch was immediately assigned to the appellate bench of the third district 

I 
which position he continued to occupy until the end of his term. 

At the election of 1885, Thomas M. Shaw, of Marshall county, Nathaniel 
W. Green, of Tazewell county, and Samuel S. Page, of Peoria county, were 
elected. Judge Shaw had very ably represented liis district in the state senate 
during the thirty-second and thirty-third sessions of the legislature, and had at 
the latter session been honored with the unanimous vote of the senators of his 
party for the position of president pro tempore of the senate. 

Judge Green was immediately assigned to the bench of the appellate court, 
a position he continued to occupy until his retirement in 1897. Judge Page re- 
signed in 1890, and was succeeded for the remainder of the term by Hon. Law- 
rence W. James. At the election of 1891, Judges Shaw and ,Green were re- 
elected and Nicholas E. Worthington succeeded Judge James. 

Judge Wortl~ington had ably represented the tent11 district for two terms 
it1 the congress of the United States and had been appointed by President 
Clevelantl as a member of the labor commission, in which capacity he had 
made and presented to the president a very able report. 

At the election of 1897 Judges Shaw and Worthington were reelected and 
Leslie D. Puterbaugh succeeded Judge Green. Upon his reelection Judge 
Worthington was immediately assigned to the bench of the appellate court for I 

the fourth district. i 
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and the appellate courts brought into existence. H e  was the 
second president of the association, and often addressed it upon important topics 
and acted upon its most important committees. 

I-Ie was a PI-esbyterian in his religious faith and for many years acted as one 
of the ruling elders of the Second Presbyterian church of Peoria. He served 
for several years as one of the directors of the lIcCorii~ick Theological Seminary 
at Chicago. On the ad of  September, 1858, judge 1lcCulIoch was married to 
JIiss Mary l7ulton Ilemphill, of Shippenburg, Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, 
and to the111 were born three children, now 11ving: Edward Dickinson ilIcCulloch, 
Willia111 Herroil and Mar!. ITemphill ~~cC~1lloc11, now the wife of Edward 
n. 11 cDougal. 

I PEORI.1 GAR ASSOC1.-lTIONS 

The secretary of the Peoria Ear Association has a minute book, which con- 
tains the complete records of turo preceding associations. From such records the 
writer is able to give a short history of the three bar associations which have been 
organized in Peoria county. 

The first association organized was called the "Peoria Bar Association." 
On November 10, 1879, a large number of lawyers met in the La.w Library rooms. 
The late Col. James >I. Rice presided at the meeting and he, together with four 
other lawyers, were selected to report a plan of organization. On November 18 
following, at a meeting callecl for that purpose, the report of the committee was 
read and adopted. X constitution and hy-laws were then adopted. Officers were 
elected and committee appointments made as follo~vs: 

David McCtllloch, president; J. I<. Cooper. first vice-president; S. D. Puter- 
lnugh, second vice-president ; H. C. Fuller, secretary : Thomas Cratty, treasurer. 
Conlillittee on grievances : Rice, Sye ,  /41va Tdouclts ; committee on law reform : 
Wells, Jack and Stevens ; committee on legal biograplly ; Sloan, Wilson and Wead. 

The members of the executive committee were the president, vice-president, 
secretary and treasurer. The nlembers of the committee were the trustees of 
the association and had power to appoint all standing committees. Meetings were 
provided for each mo~:th of the year. The meetings in the months of March, 
June, September and Ileceml~er were to be held to transact the business of the 
association. The other monthly meetings were held for the purpose of  moot 
courts, moot legislative asseml)lies, discussions ant1 addresses on legal. political, 
philosophical ant1 historical su1)jects ant1 an occasional supper. 

The only meetings of this association as shown by the records were held 
December 10, 1879. January 13, 1880, February 10, 1880, March 9, 1880, April 
13, 1880, May I I ,  1880 and June 8, 1880. 

At the meetings addresses were made on a number of subjects. Judge David 
l\lcCulloch delivered his inaugural address at the meeting-of January 13. 1880, the 
subject being "The Ohjects and Benefits of a Bar Assoclation." At this meeting 
remarks were made by n!Iessrs. Starr, Hopkins. Cratty, Karr. Puterbaugh and 
Worthington. On the night of February 10, 1880. a paper was read by N. G. 
Moors on "The Anglo-Saxons and their Speech." Jonathan K. Cooper spoke on 
J4arch 9, his sul~ject being "Life and Services of Daniel Webster." The meeting 
of April 13 nras of special interest to lawyers of today, as the principal dis- 
cussion was over the question of amending the Practice Act, a subject just now 
of much interest to attorneys and to laymen as well. At this meeting E. G. 
Johnson delivered an address on "The Personal Recollections of Daniel Webster" 
and Colonel Tamer; M. Rice read a paper on "The Pedigree of Our Laws." Judge 
N. E. ~ o r t l l i n ~ t o n  spoke at the May 11th meeting, his subject being "The 
Historical Significance of the Fourth Year of James 1st." The June meeting 
was addressed by Josiah Fulton, who spoke upon "The Early Times in Peoria." 
At this meeting the by-laws were disregarded. An adjournment was talten over 
the summer months and into history went the Peoria Bar Association of 1879, 
never to meet again. 
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The signers of the constitution of this association were: S. D. Puterbaugh, 
D. 3IcCulloch, Thomas Cratty, Alva Loucks, Henry C. Fuller, J. K. Cooper, 
AT. N. Gish, H. B. Hopkins, John W. Karr, F. W. Voight, J. NI. Tennery, S. E, 
Worthington, Chas. A. Cornwell, Samuel E. Clark, Wellington Loucks, G. 
Johnston, Nicholas Ulrich, John B. Cones, E. Todd, James h4. Rice, David E. 

I 
Powell. 

Of the above list only four now live in Peoria, Judge N. E. W o r t h i n g t ~ ~  1 
still on the circuit bench, Nicholas Ulrich and D. E. Powell, not active in prac- 1 

tice, and H. C. Fuller, still practicing law. 
July 20, 1888, finds the lawyers of this county again in a meeting for the 

purpose of organizing a bar association. At this meeting James H. Sedgwick 
presided. Judge David McCulloch, Judge H. B. Hoplcins and James H .  Sedg- 
bi~icl; were named as a committee to report a constitution and by-laws. On July 
25, 1888, anotller meeting was held and a constitution and by-laws were adopted. 
J. H. Sedgwick, David h'IcCulloch and J. S. Lee were appointed delegates to the 
Sational Bar Association Convention. 

But two more meetings of this association were held, one oh July 28, 1888, 
and one on August 14, 1885. At the last meeting the members were called to 
order and an immediate adjournment taken till September. The adjournment 
proved to be final as no iurther meetings were ever convened. 

Officers were elected at the July meeting as follows: President, James H. 
Sedgwick ; first vice-president, George T. Page ; second vice-president, J. M. Nie- 
haus; secretary, Arthur Keithley; treasurer, David McCulloch. Judge David 
McCullocl~ was selected chairman of the executive committee and Arthur Keith- \ 
ley. W. I. Slemmons and J. M. Siehaus were named as the committee on ad- : 
missions. The following signed the constitution: Tames I-I. Sedgwick, Arthur I 
Keithley, W. T7. Tefft, David McCulloch, J. 14. Siehaus, S. D. Wead. George T. 
Page, PV. I. Slemmons, L. W. James. 

The following paragraphs taken from the records of the present bar asso- 
ciation briefly show the steps taken for organization: 

"The Peoria Bar Association, as a temporary organization, held its first rneet- 
ing with seven members of the bar at the Creve Coeur Club on November 20, 

1905. On November 27, 1905, a second meeting was held at the same place, at 
which meeting the law firms of Peoria were generally represented. Committees 
were appointed looking to the formation of a permanent organization; and a 
third meeting was called and held at the same place on January 8, 1906, at which 
time the several committees made their reports and the permanent organization 
wes perfected. The officers for the first year were selected as follows : President, 
Wm. L. Ellwood ; first vice-president, S.  D. Wead; second vice-president, George 
E. Sucher; secretary, Frank T .  Miller; treasurer, E. D. McCulloch. 

The association was organized by the younger members of the bar but in this 
they received the encouragement and active support of the older lawyers of 
Peoria, without whom no successful organization is possible. Among these 
older lawyers most active were John S. Stevens and George T. Page, who, in 
their practice and as members of the State Bar Association, have been for years 
active in maintaininq the dignity and ethics of the bar, and who have been honored 
with the highest office in the latter organization. 

The seven lawyers mentioned in the above paragraphs, who met for the pur- 
pose of organization were W. L. Ellwood, George Sucher, IValter S. Horton, 
Hiram E. Todd, Clyde E. Stone, George Jochem and Frank T. Miller. 

The Ear Association, as it now exists, was incorporated under the laws of 
the State of Illinois on April 20, 1906, the incorporators being John hI. Niehaus, 
James M. Rice. Hiram E. Todd, Edward D. McCabe. Israel C. Pinkney, John 
S. Stevens, Walter H.  Kirk, Wm. L. Ellwood, Frank T. Miller and Edward D. 
McCulloch. 

In looking over the minutes of this association, we find that there have been 
many interesting meetings held during the past seven years. The association has 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 383 

taken an active part in all of the measures carried out or proposed by the State 
Bar Association and the various committees appointed by the governor of this 
state for the purpose of revising the "Practice Act" and reforming procedure 
and practice in the courts of this state. 

A number of times the association has heen called together in special meet- 
ings for thg purpose of opposing certain acts introduced in the legislature, which 
were thought to be prejudicial to the best interests of litigants, as well as to at- 
torneys. Some of the most important actions taken by this association were 
resolutions favoring the passage of an act requiring the publication and selling 
of the Illinois Supreme Sr Appellate Court Reports at a figure much lower than 
the publishers were selling the same; a resolution favoring a smaller judicial 
circuit and seeking to have Peoria county placed in a circuit with only one addi- 
tional county attached; resolutions opposing the passage of the so-called "Gil- 
bert bill." 

In February, 1911, Judge Samuel D. Iliead was appointed by the Peoria 
Bar Association as a member of the committee to draft a bill for the reform of 
l)rocedure and practice. He took an active part in the worli of this committee 
and at the last meeting of the State Bar Association the committee's report was 
acted upon favorably. The various bar associations of the state, as well as  the 

1 State Bar Association, are now trying to get the judges of the circuit, as we'll 
as the supreme court, to adopt rules suggested by this con~n~ittee's report. I t  

I 
was hoped hy this means to simplify modes of procedure and to do away with 
any cause there might be now for complaint because of uncertain delay and ex- 

, pense in litigation. 
The association has entertained many prominent jurists and laymen, among 

/ whom have been Judge J. Otis Humphrey, of the United States district court, 
who addressed the association on the "United States Supreme Court:" Judge 
Frank K. Dunn, of the supreme court of this state, ~vho  spolce on "Due Process 
of IJaur," and Judge John P, Hand, also of the Illinois supreme court, who ad- 
dressed the association on "Procedure in the Illinois Supreme Court;" Judge 
\Yilliain R. Curran spoke on the "Illinois Bar Association;" Judge N. E. Wor- 
thington on "Practice in the Circuit Courts ;" Judge L. D. Puterbaugh on "Prac- 
tice and Procedure in Higher Courts:" William G. McRoberts on "State By- 
Laws;" J. R. Boulware on the "Kew Practice Act ;" John Dailey spoke on 
"Legislation and how it is Procured or not Procured at Springfield. Illinois." 
Judge David AIcCulloch addressed the association on "~fembers of the Early 
Ear of Peoria county." 

I t  might be mentioned to the credit of the members of the Peoria Ear Associa- 
tion that with the exception of two of its members no action has been taken for 
the purpose of condemning their methods of practice in our courts. 

Perhaps the most interesting event of the association was the annual meeting 
held at the Jefferson hotel April 9, 1912. At that time the Peoria Bar Association 
had the pleasure of entertaining a11 of the members of the supreme court of the 
state of Illinois as well as Samuel P.  Irwin, the official reporter of the supreme 

i court. The reception was held for the court on the mezzanine floor of the hotel 
prior to the banquet which was given in the main dining room. Over one hun- 
dred members and their guests were present. Chief Justice Orrin N. Carter 
and Justice James H. Cartwright addressed the banqueters. 

Under the rules of the association the retiring president is obliged to de- 
liver an annual address, discussing the laws passed and decisions rendered during 
the year of his incumbency, and the members have had the privilege of listening 
to splendid addresses from the retiring presidents, all worthy of being spread 
at length on the records of the association. 

During the seven years the association has been in existence special meetings 
have been held and resolutions passed upon the death of the following members: 
Judge David McCulIoch, Henry W. Wells. Joseph Wilhelm, John Culbertson, 
John S. Stevens, Col. James M. Rice and J. M. David. The association has also 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 

passed resolutions upon the death of Henry M. Sedgwick, a member of the 
Peoria Bar Association, as well as Thaddeus S. Simpson, who for many years 
was affiliated with the bar in his official capacity of clerk of the circuit court. 

The presidents of the association: William L. Ellwood, 1906; Samuel D, 
Wead, 1907; John M. Niehaus, 1908; Winslow Evans, 1909; John S. Stevens, 
1910 ; William Jack, 191 I ; Hiram E, Todd, 1912. 

The following members of the Peoria bar are at present members of the 
association: E. J. Abersol, S. F. Atwood, Oliver J. Bailey, Hundley B. Baker, 
C. N. Barnes, Chester F. Barnett, Joseph Bartley, George K. Ceasley, Clvde 
Birkett, George PV. Black, Leaton C. Boggess, J. X. Boulware, A. H. ~ ~ t r k e ,  
George W. Burton, G. 'LV. Campbell, Clyde Capron, Delbert A. Covey, Ira J. 
Covey, David E.  Conigisky, David J. Cowan, J. J.  Crowder, John Dailey, Charles 
C. Dutch, L. 0. Eagleton, John hf. Elliott, William I,. Ellwood, Winslow Evans, 
George B. Foster, C. W. Frazier, H. C. Fuller, Joseph V. Graff, A. J. Grimes, 
W. W. Hammond, Edward U. Henry, Clarence W. Heyl, Isaac hII. Hornbacker, 
W. S. Horton, Jay T. Hunter, Clifford Ireland, W. T. Irwin, Robert P. Jack, Wil- 
liam Jack, A. Jacobson, George Jochem, William S. Kellogg, Charles A. Kimmel, 
Jo l~n B. King, Walter H. Kirk, Herbert T. Landauer, Isaac J.  Levinson, Thomas 
B. Lewis, Robert H. Lovett, Henry Mansfield, Joseph W. Maple, Emmet C. May, 
E. D. McCabe, Robert N. 34cCormicli, Edward D. RlcCulloch, Shelton F. Mc- 
Grath, C. E.  R4cNemar. W. G. McRoberts, L. F. lleek, C. S. Mihigan, Franli T. 
Miller, I-Tarry S. 3Iiller. Charles V. hiiles. H. D. Morgan, W. H. lfoore, John 
Aloslev, Clarence D. Murphy, John M. Niehaus, F. J. O'Brien, Arthur A4. 
~ t n l a n ,  George Page, H. C. Pettit, Chilli., Ill., I. C. Pinkney, Leslie D. Puter- 

At  this time Ingersoll was twenty-eight years of aqe and a member of  the 
democratic party. His patriotic offer could not then be accepted, but it led to 
the formation of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, which was mustered into the 
United States service on the 20th of December of the same year, and shortly 
thereafter Rohert G. Ineersoll rcceivccl his co~l~mission as its colonel and served 
his country with distinction. In 1864, during the second Lincoln campaign, he 

. 
i 

11augl.1. Frank J. Quinn, A. I-. D. Rousseau, Scholes Robert, John C. Scully, 1 

Dan R. Sheen, W. I. Slemmons, Judge Starr, Clyde C. Stone, Joseph Storey, I 
Charles S. Stubbles, George I?. Sucher, George A. Shurtleff, W. V. Tefft, Hiram 
E. Totltl. Charles E. Ulrich, Nicholas Ulrich, S. D. Wead, Joseph A. M7cil. 
Sathan IVeiss, \V. T. IYhiting, Hugh E. Wilson, J. B. Wolfenbarger, N. E. 
Worthington. 

Robert G. Ingersoll was the most noted man, both for his aljility and person- 
ality, claimed by Peoria as one of her citizens, ancl his fame as an orator became 
world-wide. H e  gained distinction as a lawyer, soldier, poet, lecturer and hu- 
manitarian, and as a citizen, husband and father, he was characterized by both 
friends and enemies as a model. When at the prime of life. Ingersoll embodied 
all that goes to make the perfect man physically. 

Rohert Green Inqersoll was horn at Dresden, Oneida county. New York. 
,4ttgust 1 1 ,  18~33. His father, who was a Presbyterian minister, removed to the 
west when Robert was ten years of age and the lad "grew up" in the states of 1 
Wisconsin and Illinois. ,4t Shammeetown he and his brother Ebon C. read law 
and were admitted to the bar. Tn 1857 they took up their residence in Peoria 
and soon made their presence felt. 

In 1860 he was the deinocratic candidate for  congress, but was defeated by 
his republican antagonist. Judge William P. Kellogg. 

On the 22d day of April, 1861, Ingersoll sent the follo~ving despatch to 
Governor Richard Yates : 

"With your permission I will raise a regiment of one thousand inen to he 
ready on call. Will you accept?" 
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became identified with the republican party, to which his allegiance never swerved 
throughout the remainder of  his life. In 1867 he was appointed the first attorney 
general of the state by Governor Richard Oglesby. In  the '70s he joined his 
brother, Ebon C. Ingersoll, in the practice of the law, a t  Washington city. 

Ingersoll's greatest distinction and fame arose from his great oratorical 
attainments. I t  is probably not going too far to say that he was the greatest 
orator of his day in this country. His services in political campaigns were eagerly 
sought by the leaders of  his party and his great reputation as an orator was at 
once made by his nominating speech at the Cincinnati convention of 1876, in 
which he placed before the convention the name of James G. Blaine for the 
presidency. H e  was supremely eloquent and his fund of beautiful thoughts, 
characteristically expressed, attracted all lovers of word pictures. Among the 
many of his great orations, which add to his fame, may be mentioned "The 
Dream of the Union Soldier," delivered at a soldiers' reunion a t  Indianapolis, 
his eulogy a t  the grave of his brother Ebon, and his memorial address on the 
occasion of the death of Roscoe Conkling. He was designated as the great 
agnostic, and anlong his publications best lrnown are the "hlistakes of &/loses," 
"The Brain and the Bible," "The Gods," "Ghosts," "Prose Poems and Selec- 
tions." 

During the last twenty years of his life Colonel Ingersoll made his home a t  
Kew York city. His death occurred from heart disease a t  his summer home, 
Dobb's Ferry, Long Island, July zr, 1899. 

THE IKGERSOLL MONUMENT 

On Saturday, October 28, 1911, a beautiful bronze statue was unveiled to the 
admiring eyes of a vast concourse of people, at Glen Oak Park, many of whom 
were from various parts of the country, and among them being the widow of 
Colonel Ingersoll, and her daughters. On that occaslon addresses were delivered 
by men of national prominence and letters were read from some of the most 
eminent personages in the country, all admirers of Colonel Ingersoll. The pro- 
ceedings of the unveiling are best told in the words of the Peoria Evening Star, 
whose editor, E. F. Caldtvin, was one of Colonel Ingersoll's warmest personal 
friends and admirers. The Star's account follo\trs : 

In the presence of a splendid gathering of many thousands of people, with a 
series of addresses whose brilliancy, eloquence and feeling have never been 
equalled in Peoria, and amid evidences of such sympathy, enthusiasm and deep 
feeling as gave rich token of the love in which his memory is held in this city, 
the statue of Robert G. Ingersoll was unveiled at Glen Oak Park. 

The day nras one of unexampled splendor. Skies as clear and blue and ra- 
diantly tender as the eyes with which the great philosopher had looked out upon 
the \vorld he did so much to free from fear and sadness-sunshine as gloriously 
rich and golden as the smile with ~rhich  he was \vent to greet the friends he loved, 
lent their enchantment to the brilliant scene. And as if even Nature herself had 
wished to do honor to one who had worshipped so ardently a t  her shrine. autumn 
had touched every bush and shrub and tree with magic fire. 

The whole hillside which rose like the setting of a stage back of the great 
bronze figure on its granite pedestal, was aflame with gold and crimson, and the 
trees which bordered the driveways on either side of the statue lifted their 
shimmering heads, torchlike, to the sky. 

The great moment when the cord pulled by Robert G. Ingersoll Brown, In- 
gersoll's grandson, the flag which had concealed it slowly fluttered earthward 
and the splendid, virile figure stood revealed, sharply outlined against the glory 
of the hills, proved poignantly dramatic. 

I As if impelled by a single impulse. the great concourse arose to its feet. 
Every head was bared and for a brief instant every one stood silent and spell- 
hound, touched to the heart by the sudden apparitiotl. I t  was as if Ingersoll him- 

Val. 1-2 3 
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self all at once stood forth before them, fearless and splendid as he had always 
stood in life. Then, suddenly as it had come, the spell passed, and with its 
passing came the realization of the art which had caused the illusion, and the as- 
semblage broke into applause and cheers. 

The figure of Ingersoll is of heroic size, seven and a half feet in height, and 

I 
stands in an easeful and characteristic pose-the broad shoulders swung back 
and one hand thrust into the pocket, holding back the familiar frock coat which 
for many years was as much a part of Ingersoll's personality as his hearty hand 
grip and his frank, unaffected, boyish charm of manner. If the artist has per- 
haps failed in a measure to perfectly reproduce the fine head with its splendid 
forehead on which heaven had set the unmistakable seal of great genius he has 
succeeded admirably in depicting the full sensitive mouth with its half womanish 
charm, the delicate nose, tilting slightly upwards at the tip, and the eyes which 
look out over the beautiful prospect stretching before, with all the splendid, fear- 
less frankness those who knew him best remember so well. 

The figure on the whole is a striking one, full of vitality and force-a work 
of which any artist might well feel proud. 

Best of it all, it represents the deep and abiding affection of those with whom 
Ingersoll spent the richest and fullest years of hls life, and crowns the efforts 
of a little band of his closest friends who have labored long that Peoria might do 
honor to herself in honoring the name of the greatest of her children. 

The crowds which attended the dedication began to gather early, and when 
the hour set for beginning had arrived every c h a r  of those set in front of the 
statue and platform was filled, and hundreds stood throughout the ceremonies 
forgetful of fatigue, unheeding the chill which began to delicately ice the air as 
the sun sank westward, hanglng eagerly on every word of the speakers and 
never too distant or distracted to give spontaneous response in applause or 
laughter to each golden thought or  flashing play of wit. For the wit was as 
plenty as the eloquence and jests crowded the flights of poesy for first honors in 
the discourses. Not once was the funeral note struck during the afternoon. 
That joy whose gospel Ingersoll had so eloquently preached and gloriously lived 
reigned throughout the exercises, and the tears that stung the eyes at some loving 
\vord or tender allusion were soon dried in heart-whole laughter.. 

Eugene F. Baldwin, as president of the Ingersoll monument Association, 
opened the exercises with an address. I-Ie told of the Robert Ingersoll of long 
ago, the dear, ardent, impassioned youth, his heart warm with love for humanity, 
his brain aflame with genius, his spirits always poised for flights. 

With swift, sure strikes he pictured the gradual development of this great 
personality-the sure triumph of the ever ripening genius, and his story of a great 
success which only enriched instead of weakening the nature of him of whom it 
had been granted, was sweet indeed to hear. After the dramatic interval which 
marlied the unveiling of the statue and the incidents following it, Mr. Baldwin 
then introduced Charles Frederick Adams, of New York, the great grandson of 
John Juincy Adams, and one of the advanced thinkers of our times. 

As soon as the formal part of the program was over, a large part of the 
audience crowded up on the platform to shake hands with Mrs. Ingersoll and 
her daughters, who had been deeply moved spectators of the proceedings. Many 
were the warm words of affection for  the dead man spoken by those who grasped 
the hands of his dearly loved wife and daughters, and the impromptu reception 
added the finishing touch to the tender sentiment pervading the occasion. 

It  was not until nearly an hour later that the crowds at last dispersed, the 
ranks of carriages and motor cars thinned, broke and disappeared. Then the 
statue was left alone, standing where it will stand forever, with flowers heaped 
about its feet and the setting sun resting like a benison upon its head, and Peoria's 
great day was over-a day planned and striven for and achieved in love-that 
love which is the greatest thing on earth 'and which Robert Ingersoll knew and 
understood as it is given to few to know and understand. 



CHAPTER XXVI 

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF PEORIA-BRADLEY POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE-PEORIA PUB- 
LIC LIBRARY-PARK SYSTEM-HOTEL-PLACES O F  AMUSEMENT. 

PEORIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The people of Peoria point with pride to its excellent school system. Through 
the earnest efforts of its educational representatives, the members of the school 
board, and the hearty support of its citizens, the system has continued to grow 
in strength and power to meet the problem of providing school buildings and 
teachers to care for the hundreds of children, who during the school year of ten 
months, daily seek admittance to the educational homes of our city. 

Early records inform us of a law passed in 1825, through the efforts of Gov- 
ernor Duncan, for the support of schools by public tax. The common people, 
viewing this tax in the light of an unjust hardship, were unwilling to bear their 
part of the burden. The wealthier citizens for a short time met the responsibility 
of educating the children of their less financially favored neighbors. 

This state of affairs continued for a time but, believing the continuation of 
this arrangement an injustice to themselves, those who had responded at first 
brought about a repeal of the law in 1827. 

Ailother bill, lacking the taxing power, was introduced in 1840. The legisla- 
ture refused to support it. 

Strong in their co~lviction that education alone ~ v a s  the hope of producing a 
con~iilg generation of men and women capable of preserving the high standard set 
for this, the grand state of Illinois, men were willing to give their time and effort 
to continue in the fight for free education for every man, woman and child in the 
state. Consec~uently, there was a call for a convention at Peoria in the summer 
of 1844. 

This meeting was for the purpose of preparing a n~enlorial, setting forth a 
claim for a common school law of such strength in its character that it \voulr2 
gain the thougl~tf t~l  attention of that body. The names of those \vho were promi- 
nent in this call and its success are John S. Wright of Chicago, 13. B I .  Wead of 
1,enristown. ant1 Thomas 31. Kilpatrick of IYincl~ester. 

That this was the first educational convention held in the state is here worthy 
of note. The result of this meeting was a new school law authorizing the levying 
of a school tax in each district. Chicago and a few other places availed them- 
selves of the privilege of the new law but the result, generally, was a failure. Be- 
tween 1844 and 1855, the latter date' witnessing the adoption of the Free School 
Law, there was an ever increasing interest in the educational movement in Peoria. 

Not willing to wait for the necessarily slow movement of the legislature in 
passinq a law acceptable to the common people, many of whon~  needed to be edu- 
cated into the knowledge of the real value of a free school law, two schools were 
provided under an act of the legislature authorizing the formation known as The 
Female School Association and the Boys' Stock School. 

During the years 1850 to 1854 both of these schools were popular and aided 
much to arouse the interest of many parents who had heretofore been indifferent 
to the rights of their children to an educational inheritance. 

387 
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The uncertainty of an unfavorable adoption by the legislature of the new law 
for a general school system in 1855, led representative citizens of Peoria to take 
steps for the inauguration of a system specially adapted to our own city. This 
movement met the approval of the legislature and was sanctioned by the governor. 

In February, 1855, the first board of school inspectors was created. The 
members were elected in the following month of April. By virtue of this char- 
ter, the board of school inspectors was empowered to take such steps as would 
further all school interests in the city. 

The power vested in them by this special charter has been the means to for- 
ward the work of progressiveness which today marks the school condition of 
Peoria. From an early date in 1856, four good schoolhouses, two of them, the 
previously mentioned Female Academy and Boys' Stock School, purchased by the 
board, were provided. 

The board had at this time an available sum of money, the first in the school 
treasury, to be used for building and purchasing purposes. This period marked 
the beginning of the graded school system in Peoria. The increase in membership 
a t  the close of the year was very encouraging. 

The next ten years witnessed a steady growth in the public schools. At this 
point the writer would personally pay tribute to Judge Nicholas E. Worthington, 
through whose efforts the first advantages of teacher training were afforded 
to the teachers of the county. 

I n  September, 1868, after a strenuous campaign for the establishment of a 
Peoria county normal school, Judge Worthington was rewarded by witnessing the 
opening of this school under the leadership of Samuel H. White, of Chicago, as 
principal. The city provided and cared for the building and the county paid the 
teachers' salaries. 

To  Professor White today, those who came under his direction bear testimony 
to the debt they owe him, not only in their success in teaching and the high ideals 
held up for his pupils, but for the example of the beautiful life he lived before 
them. 

Peoria schools and teachers still feel the uplift from this school, which con- 
tinued from September, 1868, to June, 1879. There would indeed be a serious 
omission in this article if reference were not made to one of the strongest powers 
in helpfulness, in the guiding of the Peoria public school pupils in their spiritual, 
moral and intellectual education, if the influence of the Peoria public library, under 
the supervision of E. S. Willcox, librarian, received no mention. 

From his rich store of knowledge and his ever cheerful readiness to aid teach- 
ers and pupils to share in that which books alone can supply, we turn to the public 
library for the richest and best to assist us in our work of guiding the children 
into the building of beautiful characters and useful lives. 

T o  further this plan of helpfulness, branch libraries, under the supervision of 
the public library, have been placed in the school buildings farthest removed from 
the center of the city. 

I t  is a fact worthy of note that while we may have been slower than some of 
our sister cities in adopting many of the new features which mark our school 
course at this time, tli2re was never a backward step taken. 

When Gerard T. Smith, the present superintendent, entered upon his duties in 
September, 1906, he found school buildings with seating capacity for every child 
of school age, and a faithful corps of principals and teachers ready to  cooperate 
with him in the work. A wide-awake, progressive educator, realizing that the 
time had come for a forward movement in all lines of work, he made an  imme- 
diate effort to bring the schools together as a real system. Telephones were in- 
troduced connecting the schools with the office, meetings were held, and every 
effort possible was made to create a healthful school spirit. 

The  following year, 1907, the kindergartens were introduced into the system 
and have been made a real part of the course of study. They have increased 
from six to ,fourteen and the kindergarten teachers have been placed on the same 
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footing as regular grade teachers. The moral and intellectual effect of these 
kindergartens upon the grade school work is just beginning to be fully realized. 

Believing that the efficiency of the school work of any system will ultimately 
depend upon the ability and training of incoming teachers, a normal department 

two years of work subsequent to high-school graduation was established and 
young people encouraged to enter. This normal has developed into a most effec- 
tive instrument for  training young women in scholarship, pedagogical principles 
and professional attitude. I t  has lacked in but one thing, and that is practice 
teaching plans, which are now well under way. 

The salaries of grade teachers have been increased over thirty per cent and 
coincident with the salary increase and in harmony with the development of the 
normal school, the qualifications of incoming teachers have been materially 
strengthened. 

,Ilso, in direct line with the effort to increase school-room efficiency, the num- 
ber of pupils per teacher has been gradually decreased until, at the present time 
the average number of pupils per teacher throughout the system is less than thirty- 
rive. The high-school work has been greatly broadened and a new high school has 
been constructed and equipped in the western part of the city. 

The opportunity offered by these increased facilities have been appreciated by 
the ciiizens of Peoria and a general recognition of the necessity for secondary 
education in meeting the demands of modern civic life has pervaded the whole 
city. As a result, our high-school attendance has doubled, and 3 need of in- 
creased facilities in the eastern part of the city is soon to materialize in a new 
high-school building. 

It would require pages to elaborate upon these high-school courses of study 
in showing how their development is coming to meet all modern, industrial and 
social needs. 

Another important factor in the school work is the present effort to make it 
more fully meet the industrial needs of all the children of the city. T o  this end, 
medical inspection has been established, which will greatly improve the physical 
condition of all pupils. 

A special school is under process of formation at this time for sub-normal chil- 
dren that they may get in fuller degree the work adapted to their needs and that 
they may not be a hindrance to the regular school work. 

Peoria has at  present twenty-one school buildings, with a total enrollment of 
10,418 pupils distributed as follows: Peoria high school, 609; Normal training 
high school, 368; Peoria public grade schools, 8,333 ; Peoria public kindergarten 
schools, I ,  108. 

The following is the personnel of officers, superintendent, supervisors and 
principals for the year ending June 21, 1912 : 

Officers of the board of school inspectors-E. D. McCullough, president ; Anna 
Rynearson, secretary; William V. Williamson, treasurer ; Jennie E. Stouffer, tru- 
ant officer ; C. H. Brown, superintendent of repairs ; Ida M. Myers, stenographer ; 
Mary Bourke, telephone operator and supply clerk ; superintendent of schools, 
Gerard T. Smith. - 

Supervisors-Carl Graner, physical culture ; Clara Daily, music ; Nama A. 
Lathe, ar t ;  A. P. Laughlin, manual training; Bertha Case, cooking; Minnie M. 
Peterson, sewing. 

Schools and principals-Peoria high school, A. W. Beasley ; Manual training 
high school, W. N. Brown ; Blaine, E. B. ,Couch ; Columbia, Edna A. Nowland ; 
Douglas, H. B. Beecher; Franklin, C. B. Baymiller; Garfield, Anna E. Martin; 
Glen Oak, C. A. Dille ; Greeley, W. T. Van Ruskirk ; Harrison, A. H. Hiatt ; Irving, 
Abbie A. Hunter; Lee, Ella Beseman; Lincoln, C. H. Kamman; Longfellow, 
Kate Rutherford; Loucks, R. E. Stowell ; McKinley, T. H. Meek ; Sumner, Ivan 
Deach ; Washington, Minnie B. Love ; Webster, J. C. Scullin ; White, Hester Craw- 
ley; Whittier, Rose Pfeiffer; kindergartens, Lucy R. Way. 
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The following is a list of those who have served as presidents of the board of 
school inspectors from the time of its organization in February, 1855, to June, 
1912: 

A. P. Bartlett, Thomas L. Davis, H. G. Anderson, Washington Cockle, ~ a c &  
Gale, Charles Flinse, Chauncy Nye, Enoch P. Sloan, George H. McIlvaine, Henry 
Binnian, E. S. Willcox, C. C. Boring, Edward Hine, E. J. Case, William Jack, R. 
Meals, P. B. Miles, J. W. Maple, D. S. Long, E. D. McCullough. 

I!RADLEY POLYTECHNIC I 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute, Peoria, Ill., was founded in 1897. I t  occupies 

a campus of about twenty acres upon Institute Place between Main Street and 
B;a.dley avenue. The Institute is named after Mr. and Mrs. Tobias S. Bradley 
who after discussing many forms of philanthrophy to which they might devote 
their large estate and which might serve as a memorial to their deceased chil- 
dren, reached the decision that a school would be the most useful and fitting 
form. The sudden death of Mr. Bradley in 1867 delayed actioh. Mrs. Bradley 
was for many years fully occupied by the care of the estate and also felt that 
it should increase substantially before it could prove adequate for  the plans 
which had been formed. Thus nearly thirty years passed while the estate 
more than doubled in value. I t  was Mrs. Bradley's original intention to provide 
for  a school to be inaugurated after her death but in 1896 she decided to endow 
it a t  once. She sent her representative to various schools corresponding in type 
somewhat to that which she proposed to found and after thorough consideration 
formulated her wishes substantially as they are now expressed in the Institute. 

The general purpose of the founder may be seen in the following extract 
from the charter of the Institute: 

"The objects for which this corporation is formed are to organize and main- 
tain, forever, a school for the education of young people of both sexes in all 
practical and useful arts, sciences and learning usually taught in polytechnic 
scl~ools, including a department in ethics, in which instruction shall be given 
in the principles of morality and right living as. exemplified in the life and teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ; and, so far  as the resources of the Institute shall warrant, 
.there shall be added such courses of study and means of instruction in science, 
literature and ar t  as inay be deemed advisable by the trustees, but the chief 
aim of the institute shall be tb furnish its students with the means of living 
independent, industrious, and useful lives by the aid,  of practical knowledge 
of the useful arts and sciences.-Neither in the terms of admission nor in the 
treatment of students, the selection of officers, agents or instructors nor in the 
appointment of trustees, nor in any matter whatever connected with this insti- 
tute, shall there be any distinction made or  preference given on account of sect, 
.creed, nationality, politics or party; but with a review to  its greater usefulness,. 
this institute shall be, and ever remain, non-sectarian, non-political and non- 
partisan." 

In November, 1896, a board of trustees was selected by Mrs. Bradley and the 
Institute organized under the University Act of the State of Illinois. Work was 
begun. in April, 1897, on two buildings-Bradley Hall and Horology Hall. The 
formal dedicatory exercises were held on October 8th and that day is observed 
annually as Founder's Day. Mrs. Bradley's death occurred in 1908. 

Bradley Institute offers two quite distinct lines of work occupying separate 
buildings : 

I. The ~ o r o l o ~ i c a l  Department gives instruction in watchmaking, jewelry, 
engravings and optics. I t  is a continuation of a school started at LaPorte, Ind.. 
in 1886 and brought to Peoria by Mrs. Bradley in 1893. At the founding of 
the institute it was made one of its departments. I t  is one of the oldest and 
most successful 'trade schools in the United States. Its session is continuous 
throughout the year and students may enter at any time since the.instruction is 
given individually rather than in classes. I t  is the only school of its kind in the 
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country occupying a building especially erected for its purposes and its superior 
equipment has made it pre-eminent in its line. Students come to it from every 
state in the Union, from Canada, South America and even more distant foreign 
lands. Horology Hall was planned to accommodate one hundred and twenty- 
five but the rooms gradually became so crowded that in  1910 a large addition 
was made nearly doubling the capacity of the building. For the past few 
years the average attendance has been about three hundred. A faculty of seven 
members devote their entire time to instruction. 

IT. The Scl~ool of Arts and Sciences occupies Bradley Hall and buildings 
which have been added later. The curriculum provides for six years' work, 
four years academy and two years of strictly college grade. Various groups 
are outlined so that one may secure a t  Bradley preparatory training and two 
years of college work in science, engineering, classics, literature, mechanic arts, 
domestic science and manual training. This work in general education is divided 
into eleven departments-biology, chemistry, domestic science, English, German, 
and French, history, Latin and Greek, manual training, mathematics, physical 
training, and physics. The equipment and teaching force are such as to admit 
of most thorough and efficient work. Graduates who wish to continue their 
studies go with two years of college credit to the leading colleges and universi- 
ties. Many young people of Peoria and the surrounding community who would 
otherwise have found a college education impossible, have taken advantage of 
the opportunities which Bradley Institute presents. The college enrollment for 
the past year places Bradley among the larger of the fifty or more institutions 
of Illinois bearing the title of "college." Unusual effort is made at Bradley to 
develop self-reliant, upright character in every student. 

From the founding of the institute special emphasis has been placed upon 
domestic science and manual training. Intleed the school may be regarded as 
one of the pioneers in these subjects and has wielded an important influence to- 
ward their rapid introduction throughout the middle west. Thorough technical 
courses are offered for those desiring to become teachers of manual training 
and also for those preparing to teach domestic economy. These courses have 
grown in popularity and at present a large number of students attend Bradley 
for the purpose of fitting themselves to teach. These come largely from the 
middle west but many are from more distant states. 

Although from the first the Mechanic Arts Group has been somewhat indus- 
trial in its character, the institute has not heretofore offered distinctively voca- 
tional ~vork, but yielding to an increasing demand it has just organized four 
such courses so that at present one may secure at Bradley a four-year course 
preparatory to drafting, a two-year course fitting one for trade work in wood, 
a similar course or two years in metal, and a two-year course adapted to the 
needs of farmers and confined to the three winter months of each school year. 
The institute also offers evening courses in mathematics, machine shop, wood- 
work, mechanical drawing, electricity and magnetism, ar t  metal and other prac- 
tical lines. 

Since 1904 a summer school has been held lasting five weeks and devoted 
exclusively to manual training and domestic economy. I t  has been patronized 
chiefly by teachers and these have come from every part of the United States. 

The record of the first fifteen years has been one of constant growth. The 
faculty has increased from thirteen members for Bradley Hall and five in 
Horology Hall for the year 1897-98 to fortv at Bradley Hall and seven a t  
Horology Hall for the year 1911-12. This large increase in the size of the 
student body has involved changes in the material equipment. For the first seven 
years Bradley Hall and the Horological building were the only ones upon the 
campus. In  1904 a station of the United States Weather Bureau was estab- 
lished at the north end of the campus. I n  1909 a gymnasium was erected at 
the cost of nearly $%.ooo containing a gymnasium for men, another for women, 
bowling alleys, swimming pool and a series of rooms for social purposes. 
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During the summer of 1911 owing to the crowded condition a t  Bradley Hall 
the shops which had occupied the wings of the main building were transferred to 
two large buildings on Bradley avenue owned by the estate but occupied far 
many years by an automobile industry. The removal of the shops made it pos- 
sible to utilize the space left vacant to relieve the extremely crowded condition 
in other classes at Bradley Hall. During the summer and fall of 1911 a power 
plant was erected at a cost of $65,000 located at the corner of Clara and Laura 
streets, furnishing light, heat and power for all the buildings connected with 
the institute and with a capacity to meet all future demands. Plans are nearly 
completed for a girls' dormitory to be erected on Clara street during the next 
school year. 

*radley Institute has had but two directors. Mr. Edward 0. Sisson was in 
charge from 1897 to 1904 when he resigned to continue his studies, later accept- 
ing a position in the department of education at the University of Washington. 
Theodore C. Burgess became director in 1904 and still continues in charge of 
the institute. Mr. Burgess has been a member of the faculty since the founding 
of the institute and for several years had served as clean of the higher academy 
and college. H e  is a graduate of the State Normal School of Fredonia (N.  Y.) 
and of Hamilton College (N.  Y.) and for a number of years was the head of 
the department of ancient languages at the state normal school from which he 
graduated. H e  severed his connection with the normal school to continue his 
studies at the university of Chicago, gaining the doctor's degree from this insti- 
tution in 1898. For some eight years he acted as professor of Greek a t  the 
university of Chicago during the summer quarter. His doctor's thesis "Epideic- 
tic Literature" was published by the university as one of its studies. We is also 
the author of an elementary book in Greek, and various contributions to educa- 
tional journals. 

Mrs. Lydia Moss Bradley, founder of Eradley Polytechnic Institute, was 
born at Vevay, Indiana, on the 31st of July, 1816. Her  grandfather, Nathaniel 
Moss, served as chaplain in the war of the Revolution. Her father, Zealy Moss, 
served in the same war in the commissary department and at its close entered 
the Baptist ministry. H e  lived for many years in Virginia where he married 
Jeanette Glasscock. Their daughter Lydia was married to Tobias S. Bradley 
in 1837. Their children, two boys and four girls, died in early youth and Mr. 
Bradley in 1867. Soon after their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Bradley moved from 
Indiana to Peoria where Mr. Bradley opened a wool yard and sawmill. I ie  
soon formed a partnership with Mrs. Bradley's brother William S.  Moss and in 
addition to the business carried on by this firm he managed a steamboat line 
from Peoria to St. Louis and secured a large interest in the First National 
Banlc. At the time of his death he had amassed a fortune of about a half a 
million. Mr. Bradley died suddenly without an opportunity to leave instruc- 
tions in regard to his business affairs. Mrs. Bradley had devoted her entire 
time to the affairs of the household but assumed the burdens and responsibilities 
of managing this large estate without experience to guide her and through her 
native good judgment and careful management she not only preserved the orig- 
inal estate but in the next thirty years increased it more than fourfold. She died 
after a brief illness on the 16th of January, 1908. 

Mrs. Bradley always took a deep interest in everything which pertained to 
the permanent betterment of the city in which she had resided during the greater 
part of her life. She relieved the Bradley Memorial church on Main street 
from a $30,000 mortgage. She donated the site of the St. Francis hospital and 
it was called the Bradley hospital until about ten years ago when the donation 
was refunded. She built and helped to maintain the Home for Aged Women 
on Main street and assisted in many other charitable enterprises. 

The two greatest gifts remain to be mentioned. At her suggestion in IQI, 
a Park Board was organized as one of the conditi~ns upon which she would do- 
nate to the city the land, including about one hundred acres, which now fortns 



Maine School 

\1711it tier School 

PEORIA PUBLIC SCHOOL BVILDIPI'GS 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

NUMBER SECURING INSTITUTE DIPLOMAS 
- - 

GROUPS 

Engineering. 
................. Science 

Classics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  Literature 

Mechanic Arts 

. . . . . . . .  Totals 

.- -- ~ 

NUMBER SECURING TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES 

1897-8 1898-9 1899-0 . 1900-1 1901-2 1902-3 1903-4 

1905-8 1906-5 1907-8 1908-9 1909-10 1910-11 

1 

1 

1909-10 

~3~ i i i  

.......... Manual Training 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Domestic Science 

............. Totals. 

TOTALS 

1 

1 

GROUPS 

Engineering.. ..... 
Science ........... 

........... Classics 
Literature. ........ 
Mechanic A r t s . .  

Totals ...... 

1910-11 

z &  :Jlli 
19W7 

; 8 ) 3  3~ 

1907-8 

e 
2 3 H  e ( g i l  

2 2 4 .. 
.. 5 5 .. 1 1 

2 G 8 .. 6 6 5 3 8 15 

Engineering ................................ 
..................................... Science 

Classics ..................................... 
Literature .................................. 
Mechanic Arts .............................. 

.............................. Totals.. 

.......................... Manual Training.. 
Domestic Science ............................. 

............................... Totals 

2 

.. 

7 

1 1  
12 

1908-9 

z 3 ~  5/[ii 

7 

1905-6 

.. 

6 

3 
1 

.. 

111 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1901-5 

2 3 3  i(lll 

BIen 

42 
52 
17 
16 
3 -- 

130 

39 
-- 

39 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _  
6 

1 . .  
1 . 1  
. . . . . .  

.. 

9 . .  
5 1 6  
. . . . . .  

11 

8 

2 1 3 . .  
10 

3 1 4 3 3 6 7 2 9 ~ 6 3 9  

2 

2 

1 1  
12 
1 

. . . . . .  

2 1 3  
8 . . . . . .  

1 3 4 9 2 1 1  

.. 
1 

81119121527 

.. 

2 3 5  
7 
.. _____________ - - - - - - - -  

3 
3 2 5 1 1 2  

.. 

4 

1 

2 

9 

11 

51015151328191130141529141226 

8 . .  

8 8 

2 . .  

12 
.. 

6 

10 
I 

4 

2 2 . .  
9 

4 

.. 
3 . . . . . . . . .  

Women --- .. 
23 
19 
84 
.. --- 

126 

16 
47 - - 
63 

1 1  

2 

5 

.. 

6 

Total 

42 
75 
36 

100 
3 

256 

55 
47 -- 

102 

2 

4 

11 

4 

6 

1 4  

4 

10 

2 
4 

2 
1 

4 

2 

9 

1 

8 

4 . .  
3 . . 3  

1 

_ _  
1 10 16 26 13 1023 

.. 
3 

.. 

2 
7 

911 
1 

4 
8 

6 

5 
1 4 5 2 3 5  

2 

4 . .  
3 

4 
. . . . . .  



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 
- -  -- 

Lower Academy 
Men ................ 
Women ............. 
Total ............... 

Higher Academy 
Men ................ 
Women ............. 
Total ............... 

College 
Men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Women . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total .................. 

Unclassified Special 
Men ................ 

............. Women 

............... Total 

Graduate 
Men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Women . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Total School of Arts 
and Science 
Men ................ 
Women ............. 
Total ............... 

Evening School 
Men ................ 

............. Women 

Total ............... 
Summer School 

Men 
\Vomen 

Total 

Horological School 
Men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Women . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total ........................ 

Deduct counted twice 

Grand Totals 

m I " 0 1 ~ 4 ~ 8 1 2 J 3 / ~ $ l $ / % / ~  !i 2 1 e $ $ x e z z s  

76 
92 

168 

69 
48 

117 

39 
55 

94 

4 
42 

46 

3 1 0  

191 
244 

435 

50 
48 

98 

194 

198 

9 

722 

20 

102 

19 
11 

30 

11 

12 

78 
114105 

192 

58 
43 ----- 

101 

49 
51 

100 

3 
33 

36 

3 

189 
243 

432 

56 
43 ------- 
98 

4 . .  

281 

10 

801 

96 
68 

164 

75 
63 

138 

39 
42 

81 

3 
13 

16 

1 3 2 1 2 3 7 2 6 1 1 1  

70 

210 

31 
11 

42 

16 
11 

27 

1 1  
12 

13 

106 

216 

57 
54 

111 

16 
21 

37 

1 3  
8 

11 

2 

213 
189 

402 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

50 
30 

80 

134 
2 

136 

5 

613 

88 

193 

62 
55 

117 

66 
65 

131 

36 

39 

3 1 1 3  

7 

220 
267 ------- 
487 

79 
47 

126 

310 

17 

906 

102 
42 

144 

85 
35 

120 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

260 

82140129130 
78 

207 

42 
42 

84 

19 
19 

38 

17 

18 

188 
104 

292 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

4 . .  

292 

71102 
99 

191 

62 
61 

123 

27 
42 

69 

I . . .  
4 

4 

-------------- 
3 

98 
88 

186 

56 
51 

107 

23 
31 

54 

. . .  
3 

3 

3 

92 
92 

184 

60 
64 

114 

60 
93 

153 

3 1 8  
27 

45 

4 

233 
267 

500 

91 
45 

136 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . .  

320 

20 

936 

- 

91 
82 - 

173 

64 
73 -- 

137 

66 
114 

-. 

180 

. . . .  

. . . .  

. . . .  

3 

14 

224 
280 

504 

42 
22 

64 

108 
66 

174 

296 

32 

1006 

88 
90 

176 

41 
59 

100 

31 
42 

73 

4 
5 

9 

4 

90 

161 

55 
64 

119 

25 
28 

53 

7 

8 

l . . . 2 1 . . .  

2 

181 187 
156 ---- 
347 

---- 
. . . . . . .  

347 

192 
198 

390 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

38 
32 

70 

93 
4 

--------------- 
97 

7 

550 

1'77 
176 

353 

98 
. . .  
98 

451 

190 

377 

.' 

------- 

92 
1 

93 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  

470 

166 
198 

364 

113 
2 

115 

479 

153 
190 

343 

29 
26 

55 

116 
2 

118 

4 

512 



White School 

GROUP O F  PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDIXGS 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 395 

Uraclley Park. Its location and its natural beauty render this one of the finest 
in the country, a gift which will prove of increasing value to the city of 

Peoria. 
The last and most important of her benefactions was the founding of Bradley 

Polytech~lic Institute in 1897. This she endowed with her entire estate. This is 
one of the most notable gifts to education in the history of education in America. 
and one which will bring inestimable benefits to the city which has been fortunate - 
enough to receive it. 

3,lrs. Bradley was an ideal benefactor. When once she had made her gift, 
cornnlunicating with it her intent and wishes, she left the execution of her plans 
to others whom she had chosen to carry them out and whose training and ex- 
perience had especially fitted them for it. For eleven years after the founding 
of the institute she lived to enjoy the results of her beneficence. She was a fre- 
quent visitor in its halls and took an active interest in all of its work. I t  was 
a common remark among her friends that the institute had made her young 
again : life had taken on a new meaning as the plan so long cherished and labored 
for took visible form before her eyes. 

KO one who knew Mrs. Eradley could fail to be impressed with her intellectual 
qualities. Like most girls at that early period, she had only an elementary school 
training, but she possessed a mind of extraordinary clearness and strength- 
Her judgment in regard to politics, religion and social questions was remarkably 
sane and her conversation full of shrewd, epigrammatic, well-balanced comments 
gave constant proof of her strong, wholesome common sense. Her remarkable 
business ability and practical wisdom were proved in her successful management 
of her large estate. Her great wealth, however, had no power to disturb her 
principles or conduct; applause and flattery never for a moment turned her head. 
She manifested that confidence in her chosen agents and representatives which 
only a strong mind can maintain. The city of Peoria and surrounding commu- 
nity will realize more and more as years advance, the debt which they owe to 
Mrs. T>ydia Moss Bradley. 

PEORI.l PUBLIC L I E R I ~ R S  

The Peoria Public Library traces its genealogy back fifty-six years, to the 
autumn of 1855, when two rival libraries were started here at the same time-the 
Mercantile Library and the Peoria Library. The Rev. J. R. h4cFarland was the 
moving spirit of the first, and the Rev. J. W. Cracraft of the second. 

Prominent in the organization of this first Mercantile Library were B. L. T. 
Bourland, Onslow Peters, A. P. Bartlett, A. 1. Hodges, D. M. Cummings, G. F. 
Harding, C. C. Bonney, Dr. J. D. Arnold, Isaxc Underhill, Timothy Lynch. Philo 
Holland, G. W. Fridley and E. R. Elwood ; and in the Peoria Library. A. G. Tyng. 
George T. Lfetcalfe. A. G. Curtenius, E. N. Powell, H. B. Hopkins, George C. 
Bestor, N. B. Curtiss, Jacob Gale, Dr. R. Rouse, Dr. J. C. Frye, Wellington 
Loucks and J. P. Hotchkiss ; the two libraries embracing thus in their organization 
nearly all of the leading men of the city a t  that time. 

One naturally inquires why two separate libraries were started here at the 
same time. It  was a question, I am told, between the so-called "liberals" and the 
"orthodox," incited by the Evil One himself, we might suppose, but mark how- 

"There's a divinity that shapes our ends, 
Rough-hew them how we will." 

I doubt if the most cunning ingenuity could have contrived a more effective 
plan for starting a library in a small town, as Peoria then was, than by fanning 
just such a hot rivalry between opposing theological forces. The whole town 
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was stirred from end to end; everybody took sides and joined in;  everybody 
brought books or  money to his favorite library; and, as a consequence, when, a 
year later, the two libraries were very sensibly consolidated under the name of 
the Peoria City Library, they had as choice a collection of some 1,500 volumeS 
as probably any young library ever had in a city of our then size. 

When I first became a director in the City Library, in January, 1865, the 
initiation fee was $2, the annual dues were $2, and the membership considerably 
less than zoo. I t  was a good, well-selected library for the time and the place. 
I think I enjoyed access to those few choice books-some 2,000 of them-as much 
as I do to our 75,000 now, for  you cannot very well master more than 2,000 
standard books in ten years. 

In the spring of 1865 a new board of younger men seized the reins, and a 
fresh impetus was given to the library by incorporating it as the Peoria Mer- 
cantile Library Association. The charter was obtained by our then member of 
the legislature, Alexander McCoy, and the charter member? were Tobias S. 
Bradley, John L. Griswold, Lewis Howell, D. C. Farrell, Matthew Griswold, Lorin 
Grant Pratt, H. G. Anderson, Asahel A. Stevens, John Boyd Smith and E. S. 
Willcox, only two of whom are still living here. 

While the charter was on its passage through the legislature, meetings were 
held and a subscription started to raise funds, and, largely through the personal 
solicitation of L. G. Pratt, ably seconded by the entire board, the very handsome 
sum of $13,262.50 was secured, with $10,000 of which the John L. Griswold 
property, corner of Main street and Jefferson avenue was bought. 

I t  was a splendid showing for  those days. I t  laid the foundation for all the 
success which may attend our public library in the future. Peoria owes her new 
Library building originally to one hundred and forty-five different individuals 
and firms from anlong her own hard-working and public-spirited professional 
and business men, contributing in comparatively small sums, according to their 
several means. She does not owe it to any one millionaire, eager to seize so rare 
an opportunity for perpetuating his family name. There is no ilame carved over 
our door but the one name which belongs to us all-PEORIA. 

After the purchase of the Griswold property, our library had its rooms free 
of rent, but received very little help from rents of offices in the building. which 
went toward paying for the new building erected on the same spot in 1868. 
For an income it was still dependent on the meagre sums derived from member- 
ship dues and miscellaneous entertainments. Our friends, David McKinney, 
Eliot Callender, J. C. Hansel, John S. Stevens, John Birks, Dr. I. W. Johnson 
and E. W. Coy (now of Cincinnati), will not soon forget the hard work we did, 
running lecture courses, concerts, spelling bees, "Drummer Boy of Shiloh." etc., 
in order to eke out our small income of four dollars apiece from about two hun- 
dred and fifty subscribers, in the days when that estimable lady, Mrs. Sarah B. 
Armstrong, constituted our entire library staff. I t  is enough to say, that it was 
our experience here in this Peoria library, of the utter inadequacy of a sub- 
scription library, to provide for the literary wants of the people, that first sug- 
gested the idea of supporting public libraries, like public schools, by public 
taxation, and which resulted in placing on the statute book of our state in 1872, 
our present Free Library law-the first comprehensive and vitalizing law of the 
kind in any state of our Union. Under this law, in 1880, Colonel John Warner, 
then mayor of our city, started our present public library by nominating the 
first board of directors. 

The  first librarian in our public library was Fred J. Soldan. H e  began without 
a boolc on his shelves, in a bare room over a store on Adams street. H e  planned 
and brought into good running order all the multifarious details so necessary to 
the smooth working of the modern public library, and, a t  his untimely death in 
1891, left a well selected and well organized library of 40,cmo volumes and a well 
trained corps of assistants. H e  was succeeded by the present librarian. 
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April 19, 1881, the German library gave its fine collection of 1,goo volumes to 
the Public Library, and, in the spring of 1882, the Mercantile Library Associatioti 
turned over, as a gift to the Public Library, its entire collection of some 12,000 
volumes, and leased its rooms to the same for a term of years. 

Early in 1894 the over-crowded condition of the library had become so press- 
i~lgly noticeable that an agitation was begun to purchase another site and erect a 
new building exclusively for library purposes. The conditions were favorable. 
The Mercantile Library Association owned valuable property, which, with the 
growth of the city and by careful management, had risen in value from $ro,ooo 
to $75,000, less a debt of $11,000 to $12,000, which yet remained to be ex- 
tinguished, and the Public Library owned 50,000 books. There was no good 
reason why the two should not now unite in the common object of giving Peoria 
a great library to be proud of, provided some inethod could be devised for effect- 
ing the union satisfactorily to all parties. 

A proposition to this effect was made by the directors of the Mercantile Li- 
brary to the city council, and was met with immediate and hearty approval by 
Mayor A4iles and the entire council. This proposition was, that if the city \vould 
buy the lots, the Mercantile Library Association would would sell its property, 
corner of h4ain and Jefferson streets, and devote the proceeds to the erecting of a 
building. 

In June, 1894, the directors of the Public Library, supported by the action of 
the city council, purchased for $16,000, three lots on Monroe street, nearly oppo- 
site the government building, 108 feet front by 171 feet deep, and on Decembel- 
24, 1894, the directors of the Mercantile Library sold their property at the corner 
of Main and Jefferson streets, for $75,000. On July 10, 1895, tke contract for the 
erection of the new library building was let. 

The building is 78 feet front, 135 feet deep, three stories high, the stack rooin 
five stories, and will accommodate some 200,000 volumes. The total cost of the 
building, not including land, for which the city paid $rG,ooo, nor counting such im- 
provements as paving, etc.-that is, the cost of the building proper-~vas $67,- 
856.34. and this amount was paid entirely by the Peoria Xercantile Library ,Asso- 
ciation froin the proceeds of the sale of their property. 

The library was finally closed for removal, January 25, 1897, and the entire 
collection of 60,000 volumes was transferred a distance of three bloclis and put i~ 
ortler in the new building in six clays by two men, seven high-school 1)oys and 
one team, at a total cost of $221.91, or less than three-eighths of a cent per 
volume. 

The building is on Monroe street, nearly opposite the postoffice, half way be- 
tween Main and Hamilton streets. I t  was not placed on a corner lot for the 
reason that corner lots cost much more than inside lots, and a public edifice on a 
coriler would require at least two architecturallp finished fronts instead of one. 
This would have involved an additional cost in land and building of not less than 
$20,000, which, in their circumstances, the committee felt bound to take into con- 
sideration. 

But there was another weighty reason, besides that of economy, for choosing 
the site they did. Business men do not plan and locate their workshops and 
~varehouses with a view to an imposing architectural effect on strangers visiting 
the city, but rather with the more practical object of best serving their purpose 
as workshops and warehouses. Now, a library is preeminently, and more so 
than most public buildings, a warehouse and a workshop. 

As a warehouse, its function is to store books conveniently and safely; as a 
workshop, it is a place for quiet reading and study; and for both purpoqes it 
requires, above all things, protection from noise and dust of street traffic. 
These objects are better secured on an inside lot than on a corner lot; and if, 
as in our case, ample space for light and air is provided on both sides of the 
building, it would seem that, for Peoria at least, no better choice of location 
could have been made. 
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The annual report for the fiscal year ending May 31, 1912, shows a member- 
ship of 9,470-all memberships expiring at the end of two years. 

The number of volumes in the library in active circulation is 110,779, besides 
duplicates and pamphlets, 21,331-a grand total of 132,110. 

Number of volumes issued during the year, 213,351. Of this amount 127,150 
volumes were issued from the main library, 42,761 from the children's room, 
37,902 from the Lincoln branch on Lincoln avenue, and 5,538 from school 
libraries. 

This new Lincoln branch in the lower part of the city was opened July I, 
191 1, in an attractive building, costing $10,000, the gift of Andrew Carnegie. 

The bindery, located in the main library building, employs five persons the 
year round. The library service consists of a librarian and twelve assistants. 

E. S. Willcox, the venerable custodian and librarian of the Peoria library, 
adds color and vigor to a word picture of Peoria, which is deemed a fit setting 
to the array of plain facts heretofore displayed in these pages. His description 
of the city and its surroundings is not overdrawn but oil the contrary true to 
the life, and for that reason it is made a part of this chapter and follows below: 

"Peoria, the second city of the state in population, is in two, not uninmportant 
particulars, easily the first-in the beauty of its name and the beauty of its loca- 
tion. I t  would be difficult to find among all the names of cities, American or 
European, a happier union of vowels and liquids than go to form the names, 
which we, who make this city our home, have the privilege of writing on our 
cards and letter heads-Peoria, Illinois. Both names are of pure Indian origin 
molded by the facile lips of the early French explorers into their present har- 
monious form. 

"But if the name is one agreeable to the ear, no less is the location of the city 
a delight to the eye. The great river which lends its name to the state, here 
broadened into a lake, sweeps by in a gentle, outward curve seven miles long, 
from the narrows above to the converging and wood-crowned heights below. 
Between these two points of entrance and exit, the lake in front and a wall 
of commanding bluffs behind, lies the broad plateau, a smiling meadow of wild 
flowers and native grasses when the white man saw it first more than two 
hundred years ago, and evidently designed by nature as the seat of a great and 
prosperous city. There are few more charming landscapes on the earth than that 
which greets the eye from the brow of these high bluffs. 

"Below is the busy city extending far up and down between bluffs and river, 
its shaded homes, its stores and shops and public buildings, its broad streets 
full of stirring life, its street cars gliding like a weaver's shuttle in and out, its 
great mills and factories along the river bank, its moving railroad trains, its 
steamboats a t  the landing, the silent expanse of lake and the still more silent 
u7ooded bluffs on the farther shore-all these offer to him who takes delight 
in the works of nature and of man and especially to one who first emerges upon 
the scene from the level prairie land behind, a landscape of quiet beauty that can 
never be forgotten. 

"And there is yet another view hardly less fascinating which is needed to 
complete the picture-to look back at the bluffs from the city below, to let the 

. eye wander for miles along their magnificent fronts now crowned with noble 
residences with all their appointments of shade trees and garden plats. 

"A famous traveler, familiar with many cities and many lands, when he first 
beheld this scene some years ago, exclaimed: 'It is the finest site for a city I 
ever saw !' " 

PEORIA PARK SYSTEM 

The citizens of Peoria take a great pride and extract untold pleasures from 
their parks, and the system adopted by those in authority is becoming more 
developed as the years go by. The following facts relating to these beauty and 
pleasure spots have been gathered through the courtesy of W. J. Murray, sec- 
retary of the park board: 
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The Peoria park system dates from the year 1893. At that time a number 
of prominent citizens began the agitation of a park system and the result was 
that petitions were circulated asking S. D. Wead, then county judge, to call a 
special election for the purpose of allowing the people to vote on the question of 
establishing a park district. The project proved popular and a number of meet- 
itlgs were held. The petitions were filed with the county court on February 
6, 1894. On the 14th of the same month Judge Wead called a special election 
and set the date for March 13. 

The vote cast was not as large as might have been expected considering the 
extraordinary interest in the proposition. When the ballots had been counted 
jt was found that 2,672 persons had voted for the establishment of the park 
system and I,I  10 had voted against it. 

Events then moved forward with considerable rapidity. Rlayor Miles was 
then in office and a meeting was arranged for between the mayor of Sout l~  
Peoria, Averyville, North Peoria and the committee on public grounds and city 
property of the city council of the city of Peoria. The park caucuses were set 
for Wednesday, April 11, and the convention for the following night at Rouse's 

, Hall, at that time the only available place for holding such a convention in the 
city. 

I 

I 
The question of nonlinations was left to the committee named above, the 

mayors of Peoria and suburbs and the committee of aldermen as follows: For 
the city, E. S. Easton, acting mayor; for the village of Averyville, R. P. Stitt ; 
for the village of South Peoria, William Inman; for the village of North Peoria, 
Oliver J. Bailey; for the city council, Charles J. Off, J. E. F. Fischer and Frank- 
lin Dudley. 

The convention made 0. J. Bailey chairman and John Warner nominated the 
late John H. Francis for president. The following nominations were made 
unaninlously for trustees: H. H. Fahnestock, Henry Triebel, John D. McClure, 
13. F. Cartwright and William Seibold. I t  will thus be seen that Cartwright, 
whose subsequent fate is known to our readers, became identified with the park 
system at its very inception and it may be added that he never let go until he was 
pried loose and sent to the penitentiary. 

The election was set for the 15th of May and was, of course, a merely per- 
functory proceeding, the candidates being unopposed. The first meeting of the 
trustees was held in the office of I. C. Pinkney. The board organized for busi- 
ness. Mr. Francis was cl~osen president, Ben Cartwright was made secretary, 
I-I. E1. Fahnestock, treasurer, and I. C. Pinkney, temporary attorney. The board 
then engaged cjuarters in rooms 218-21 IVoolner building and on Rlay 29th 
announced itself as ready for business. 

The first official step was to engage Herman & Evans to make a map of the 
district and the next was to fix the beginning of the fiscal year as June I. The 
board then advertised for park sites and was immediately overwhelmed with 
them. The first offer came from W. E. Stone and W. H. Binnian, who offered 
one hundred and eight acres of the tract now known as 1Iadison park for $50,000. 
I,ater, as it proved, this was the first park purchased, for on September 6, 1894, 
the board took over a fraction more than eighty-six acres and the park system 
of Peoria may be said to have been under way. 

Then in rapid succession the board received offers from Dr. G. A. Zeller, 
who offered a tract above A1 Fresco park; the Prospect Heights Land Associa- 
tion offered the tract along the brow of the bluff and still later offered the site of 
the present village of Peoria Heights. William Giles and G. W.  H. Gilbert had 
sites and so did Mrs. Caroline Gibson, who offered one hundred and fifty acres 
for $h,ooo. Jacob Woolner offered his Iceller station farm for  $45,000; W. 
Darst offered thirty-four acres ; Thomas Purtscher offered a tract in Richwoods 
township and so did Bourland & Bailey. 

The Birketts then came forward with an offer of what is now Glen Oak park, 
which had for fifty years been known as Birkett's Hollow. They offered seventy 
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acres more or  less for $IOO,OOO and offered to  give the park district twenty yearsJ 
time in which to pay for it at  a suitable rate of interest. This tract excited the 
acute interest of the trustees and the public from the first, but everyone agreed 
that the price was too high. Then followed a long period of "dickering" and on 
October 1st it was announced that the board had purchased a trifle more than 
seventy-two acres for $60,000 cash. On December 5th of the same year the 
board purchased from D. S. Brown and J. S. Starr fourteen and five-tenths acres 
for $20,000. Sixteen years later the board purchased ten acres adjoining from 
the German estate for $13,150, a remarkably cheap price, or else the price paid 
in 1894 was too high. 

On the 5th of May in the year following the board purchased from the Flem- 
ing estate five acres for $8,000. South Park was purchased from the late Mathew 
Griswold, September 29, 1894, for  $7,500. This was therefore the second park 
bought. 

Laura Bradley Park, the largest in the Peoria system, was. the gift of the late 
Lydia Bradley and is named after her daughter, who died many years ago. 
When Mrs. Bradley came to cast about as to the best manner in which to dis~ose 
of her immense fortune two plans presented themselves-the establishment bf a 
school and presenting the city with a park. The park idea is said to have been 
the result of a sudden inspiration one day when the general subject of parks 

and realized, with the thrift that enabled her to accumulate millions, that the 
establishment of a city park, in the hills and hollows through which the stream 

was under discussion. She owned most of the land now known as West Bluff, 

known as Dry Run winds its way, would be of benefit to the property adjoining 
it owned by the estate. I t  would, moreover perpetuate the name of Bradley and 
give joy to untold thousands in the future. 1 

Mrs. Bradley summoned some of the park trustees and through her agent, 
14'. IY. Han~motld, informed them of her desire. The only condition in~posed upon 
the park district was that a t  least $5,000 a year should be spent in improving the 
park. The trustees readily assented to this and the transfer was made soon after. 
In two different tracts Mrs. Bradley presented the city with some one hundred 
and forty acres of land and it was named after her deceased daughter. This was 
about the year 1901 and completed the present magnificent chain of parks and 
gave to the city of Peoria a system of driveways and pleasure grounds unequalled 
in the west. There now remained but one thing to make it compare favorably 
with the finest in the United States and that was the acquisition of what is now 
known as Grand View drive. For a distance of more than two miles along the 
hills overlooking the upper lake the vista is said to be, with the single exception 
of the Hudson river valley viewed from the Catskills, the finest rural scene in 
the United States. And many enthusiastic easterners have declared that the 
view from the point overlooking A1 Fresco Park is not excelled anywhere on the 
Hudson. 

The agitation looking to the purchase and acquisition of a driveway along the I brow of this wondrous bluff began about the year 1902 and within a year or so 
later was completed and the work of improvement begun. I t  was finished and 
first used by the public in the fall of 1904. 

But while nature has done much for Peoria parks, much of their beauty is 
due to the untiring skill and genius of one man-the late Oscar F. Dubuis. For 
twenty years before coming to Peoria in 1895, or  about that time, Mr. Dubuis 
had been in the employ of the West Park Board in Chicago, and when political 
changes in the state government deprived him of his position there, he was 
eagerly sought and engaged by the Lincoln park board. I t  was while he was 
there that the Peoria park board engaged his services and he planned and per- 
sonally saw to it that most of the projects for  beautifying and improving the 
local parks were carried to a successful conclusion. 

Mr. Dubuis brought to his duties in this city a mind trained to his life work 
and an artistic conception valuable indeed. Here 11e found to his hand a nat- 
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ural park system, unfashioned, but only waiting the hand of the master to 
transform it into a wonderland of beauty, and out of the rude hills and hollows 
of the Peoria park tracts he evolved parks that today stand unrivaled in the 
United States. 

But while the credit for the beautification of the park system must be given 
to Mr. Dubuis, he was not the first engineer engaged. His predecessor was 
R. R. Zingsem, of Chicago, who came to this city and gave the park board his 
ideas on laying out the system and how best to beautify it. However, he was 
not permanently engaged and Mr. Dubuis was hired soon after. 

The finances that made possible the transformation of the land into beau- 
tiful parks have been freely furnished by the citizens of the park district, who 
have never complained of the park tax. The first money secured was a bond 
issue authorized November I ,  1895, for $20o,ooo. This money was used to pay 
for the various tracts of land which had hitherto been purchased by the trus- 
tees. The tax levy for the first year yielded $58,695.57. The annual sum 
realized is now in the neighborhood of $85,000. 

The whole amount realized from all sources including bond issues has been 
to date, $1,562,577.72. I t  must be said, however, that this includes one refund- 
inn bond issue. The total expense of the park system for eighteen years has 
been $1,543,747.65. 

I t  affords an Interesting comparison to note the cost to date of the different 
parks. Glen Oak is thus far the only one that has exceeded half a million. 
The figures taken from the books of the secretary of the park board show the 
cost to be as follows. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Glen Oak park $578,856.76 
Bradley park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  237,8!27.96 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Madison park 74,701 -73 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  South park 559843.07 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Grand View drive 145,980.54 

SOME PEORIA HOTELS 

Among Peoria's numerous hotels are a t  least a half dozen that are especially 
worthy of mention. The Jefferson opened in February, 1912, and was erected 
at a cost of $~.m,mo.  I t  is ten stories in height and contains two hundred and 
twenty-five rooms. This magnificent structure is owned by a stock company, 
composed of Robert Clarke, president; G. J. Jobst, vice president; J. W. Mc- 
Dowell, secretary and treasurer. The hotel is operated by a company consisting 
of IV. E. Hull as president, and Arthur E. Lehman, secretary and treasurer. 

The pioneer hotel of Peoria was known as the "Travelers' Rest,'' a tavern 
opened in 1825 by John L. Bogardus, who was not only known as the first boni- 
face of the town but was also a lawyer and land speculator. The "Travelers' 
Rest" was a double log house, located on the bank of the river, between Main and 
Hamilton streets. As a matter of course one end of the building was devoted 
to conviviality, which was made possible by the inevitable bar of those days. 

In 1827 Seth Fulton opened a tavern on Water street above Eaton. "Fulton 
Tavern" had a larger and more popular bar than the "Travelers' Rest." The 
house was much better furnished with furniture that had been bought in stores 
and not hand made. It was the hotel of Peoria and lasted until about 1834. 

".Eads Tavern" was opened in 1829. The building, a two-story frame, stood 
on Water street, and in its size and appointments surpassed any of its com- 
petitors. William Eads was the landlord of this hostelry until 1834. when he 
sold out to Jacob Slough. The house eventually came under the management 
of Captain Patterson, an old-steamboat man, who ran the place until 1849. The 
building subsequently was remodeled into store rooms and was finally burned 
down. 

voa. 1-2 s 
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There were numerous others who contributed to the hotel history of Peoria. 

In 1834 John Hamlin moved a large frame stable to the corner of Main and 
IVashington streets, to which he built an extensive addition and after other 
changes the place was opened as the "Peoria Hotel," under the management of 
Colonel 0. A. Garrett. The Colonel became prosperous and in 1838 built the 
"Planters House," subsequently known as the "Peoria House," which was opened 
in February, 1840. At that time it was considered the largest and best hotel in the 
state of Illinois and noted as the leading hotel. This hostelry was located at the 
northeast corner of Hamilton and Adams streets and within its walls many noted 
people were entertained, among them being President Martin Van Buren. 

The "Clinton House" was built in 1837 by John R. Caldwell-a three-story 
brick structure, which stood on the corner of Adams and Fulton streets. John 
King was the first landlord, who made an excellent reputation as such and accu- 
mulated considerable money from the venture. Ey the year 1849 the Warners 
were in possession, the first one of the name being John 13. Warner. This house 
was destroyed by fire in 1853. Another hotel of note of the early days was the 
"Franklin House," which stood on Main street, between Adams and Washing- 1 
ton, and was first under the management of Mrs. Lindsay, mother of J. T. Lind- 
say. This building was remodeled and drifted into other uses. The "Farmers 
Hotel" built in 1849 by A. Y. Loucks, stood on the lower corner of Main and 
Water streets. This burned down in 1852 and made way for a brick building, 
part of which was set aside for the use of the Central Bank. 

The "Mitchell House" was opened in 1846 by William Mitchell. This build- 
ing stood on the corner of Jefferson and Fulton streets. Not proving a success 
a s  a hotel, it finally came into possession of the Methodist Episcopal church and 
was converted into a female seminary. This was also a failure and the building 
was again opened as a hotel and after having several landlords it became known 
as "The Arctic," then as "The Massasoit" and the "Remington House." In  1858 
George Wilson became proprietor and named the hostelry the "Fulton House." 
The building was finally burned in 1866. 

The "Farmers House" was built in 1853 by James AIcFadden. I t  stood on 
Harrison street. In 1860 John E. Phillips became manager and changed the 
name to the "Central House." 

The "Buckeye House," an old-timer, was running in 1860 as was also the 
"City Hotel," which subsequently became known as the "New Buckeye House," 
under the management of William Brady, and stood on the corner of Adams 
and Bridge streets. After the war the house was opened by General Otto Funk 
as "Funk's Hotel.'' The building many years ago was converted into business 
rooms. The "Metropolitan" stood on the corner of Fulton and Water streets 
and was a well known hotel in post-bellum days. Part of the building was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1868 but was rebuilt, and in 1872 became known as the "Pacific 
Hotel." Later its name was changed to "Conaghan's Hotel." It  is now used 
for business purposes. There were also the "Merchants Hotel," Washington 
street, just below Main, 1874, later known as the "Leland," "The Ingersoll," 
north corner of court house square, built in 1877. This property was built by 
Washington Cockle and later sold to Robert G. Ingersoll. Ingersoll sold to 
Charles H .  Deane, who opened the house as "The Ingersoll." Later the build- 
ing was removed north on the adjoining lot and has been for some years past 
used by the Lewis Company, cigar manufacturers. Upon the site vacated by 
The Ingersoll was erected a splendid building, which was opened as the "National 
Hotel," in the fall of 1887. I t  was five stories in height and became the leading 
hostelry of the city. For many years the sixth story was set apart and used by 
the Elks. In the fall of 1911 the National Hotel was totally destroyed by fire 
and in the summer of 1912 the ground was purchased by the McKinley Traction 
System for depot purposes. 

There are other hotels, whose doors are constantly open to the incoming 
guests, worthy of mention in this article. The "Lud" is a modern building, 



LO13131' 017 S A T I O S A L  HOTEL BISFORE THE FlKE 



EIISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 403 

located in the 100 block of Main street; the "Mayer," Hamilton and Adams; 
-~iagara ,"  IOO block South Jefferson; "Fey," Liberty and Adams; "3Iajestic," 
on the opposite corner of Liberty and Adams; Knox Inn, 728 Main street; 
<&Pfeiffer Hotel," north cnd of the city; "Regis," Chestnut and South Adarns 
streets. 

HriLLS AND THEATRES 

Before the year 1850 no public hall was known to have existed in Peoria, 
alld when a strolling minstrel "aggregation" or  other "play actors" came to 
town, they entertained their audiences in the spacious ball rooms or dining 
rooms of the Planters, the Clinton and other hotels. 

As early as the winter of 1837-8 a theatre was advertised in the local paper. 
About that time the "Lyceum" was in full sway and its members entertained 
on occasion, principally by way of holding a debate in one of the churcl~es. 
There was also the Peoria Temperance Society, before whom Elihu N. Powell 
delivered a lecture, a t  the court house, on state license. 

About the year 1850 a hall was built by W. H. Hasliell, on the corner of 
Madison avenue and Jefferson street, where Kuhl's grocery store now stands, 
which was long known as Haskell's hall. The next hall was in a building 
erected by Justus B. Fleck, on Water street, between Bridge and Walnut streets. 
This hall, on the second floor of the building, was used a long time by the 
German singing and dramatic societies and, as is probable, this was the first 
threatre in Peoria, for traveling theatrical companies appeared here and the 

I Germans gave both operatic and dramatic performances upon its stage. In 
1854 Henry S. Austin put up a business block on the corner of Adan~s and 
Fulton streets, where the Woolner block now stands, and the upper story was 
converted into a hall, first known as Austin's hall and later as Boetger's hall. 
Theatrical performlnces were given here and on one occasion Maggie Pllitcheli, 
well known to fame, appeared and delighted an admiring audience with an ex- 

I hibition of great dramatic talent. Then there was the Turn-Verein building, 
1 on Washington street, below Chestnut. 

In 1858 Dr. Rudolphus Rouse erected a hall on Main street, \vliic11 became 
very popular. Many noted people, actors, lecturers, opera singers entertained 
in this place and for years the hall was used for conventions by 130th democrats 
and republicans and many men of note in public life spoke to large audiences 
from the stage. 

Parmely's hall was built at about the same time of Rouse's. The building 
stood on North Adams street, adjoining the Peoria House, and the hall was 
much used for political gatherings. In 1873 the "Academy of hJ1usic" was 
built on Adams street, between Fayette and Jackson, but has long since dis- 
appeared. 

The Grand Opera house was erected in 1881-2. on Hamilton street. opposite 
the court house, -and was the first pretentious structure built for amusement 
purposes. A corporation had been formed, with a capitalization of $40.000, and 
on September 4, 1882, the handsome (then) theatre was thrown open to the 
public and for many years was the principal show house of the city. But it 
has been cast aside and now stands a seedy wreck of former greatness, and in 
the words of a former presicent, it has gone into "innocuous desuetude." 

Since the advent of the moving picture, many places of entertainment have 
sprung up in the city in the past decade, devoted to that form of diversion. 
And the city has also been embellished with two modern theatre buildings, one 
the Majestic, devoted mainly to what is termed the legitimate class of dramatic 
and serio-comic performance, and the Orpheum, which is given over entirely 
to vaudeville. The Majestic adjoins the Jefferson building on the south and 
the Orpheum stands in the middle of the block on Madison street, north of 
Main. 





CHAPTER XXVII 

THE PEORIA PRESS---THE FIRST EDITOR A SCHOLARLY MAN-TRIALS AND TRIBULA- 

TIONS OF T H E  PIONEER PRINTER-SKETCHES O F  THE VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS O F  
THE CITY-THE PAPERS OF THE DAY VIE W I T H  ANY I N  T H E  STATE. 

Rich in the names that adorn its records is the hist.ory of the Peoria press. 
In  the beginning, when the town was in its swaddling clothes, in fact one 

year before the town of Peoria was organized, "there were giants in those days.'' 
Abram S. Buxton, Peoria's first editor, was a scholarly man and a vigorous 
writes, and his trenchant pen ran forcibly and fluently until his fingers dropped 
nerveless when touched by death. 

Then on the roster come the names of James C. Armstrong, Jacob Shewalter, 
Samuel H. Davis, John S. Zieber, William Rounseville, T. J. Pickett, James 
Iiirkpatrick and Enoch Emery, among the dead and gone who were connected 
with the English press, and those of Alois Zotz and Hon. Edward Rummel, 
editors of publications in the German language. All were men of strong indi- 
viduality and marked personality who from the beginning saw with prophetic 
vision the grandeur of Peoria's future, inspired its people with alluring hopes 
and in the path of progress led the way. 

The pioneer editor, and the pioneer printer whom he brougl~t with him, 
were men of superior character and skill and of infinite resourcefulness. I t  was 
in the days of hand composition, more than half a century before the linotype 
was dreamed of, and the printer took as much joy in his work in putting the 
expressed thoughts of the editor into type as the editor did in transcribing them 
to paper. They worked side by side in their little offices and it was no uncom- 
mon thing for the editor to pull the tail of the old fashioned haild press and 
run its crude mechanism, while the printer fed the dampened sheets into it 
and withdrew them after each impression. I t  was slow and laborious work 
all the way through, but the men who engaged in it labored nobly and well and 
all that we have today in the way of typesettiilg machines and mighty presses 
is but the development of their humbler means, methods and efforts. The cheer- 
ful, enterprising and encouraging spirit which they exhibited still lives and it 
is one of our priceless heritages. The old editor and the old printer have gone. 
hut though dead they yet speaketh. 

I t  was in the year of grace 1834 that the first editor and the first printer 
came to Peoria. The editor was Abram S. Buxton who came hither from 
Louisville, Icy., where he had been a partner of George D. Prentice who later 
becaine celebrated as the editor of the Louisville Courier- Journal. H e  brought 
with him Henry Wolford, a' skilled printer, and on the tenth day of hiarch. 
1834, they launched the first issue of "The Illinois Champion and Peoria Herald." 
I t  was a small weekly paper of four pages, with five columns to the page. but 
it was so ably edited and so well printed that it immediately jumped into popular 
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favor and had a large circulation, for those days, throughout this section of the 1 
state. Buxton was a staunch whig, but for a time he published the Champion 
as a neutral paper. His whig principles, however, doininated and encouraged 
with its success he eventually devoted it exclusively to the whig interest. This 
did not affect its popularity and while he was climbing to fame, if not to fortulle, 
he was seized with consumption and went down to the grave, writing to almost 
his expiring breath. He died on September I ,  1835, having ably conducted his 
paper only one and one-half years. 

PEORIA REGISTER AND NORTHWmTERN GAZETTEER ! 
Henry Wolford, the printer then sold Peoria's original press enterprise to 

James C. Armstrong and Jacob Shewalter and returned to Louisville, Icy. The 
new proprietors engaged Jerome L. Marsh as printer and conducted the paper 
until the early part of 1837, when they sold it to Samuel H. Davis who calne 
here from Virginia. Davis changed its name to "The Peoria Register and 
Northwestern Gazetteer" and enlarged it from five to six columns to the page 
and also lengthened the columns. H e  conducted it as a neutral paper until 
the campaign of 1840 when it came out openly in the wliig interest and supported 
General Harrison for the presidency. In this campaign it achieved a fair measure 
of  success and in 1842 he sold it to Samuel and William Butler, who had tormer~y 
worked in the printing establishment of Harper Brothers in New York city. On 1 
assuming control of the paper the Butler Bros. dropped the latter part of the 
title and named it the Peoria Register and retained Samuel H. Davis as editor. 1 
I t  was still published in the whig interest supporting Henry Clay in 1844, but 
when an anti-abolition riot occurred at the Presb)terian church on Aiain street 
and the proprietors refused to permit him to rebuke the outrage Davis resigned 
and the Butler Bros. sold it to Thomas J. Pickett, who changed its name to the 
Weekly Register. 

Thomas J. Pickett was a man filled with the spirit of enterprise in advance 
of his times and it was his ambition to establish a daily newspaper. H e  fornled 
a partnership with H. K. W. Davis, a son of the former publisher and editor 
and started in connection with the Peoria Register a daily paper which they 
called the Daily Register and the first number was issued on June 28. 1848, 
but its life was short. Still infected with the daily issue idea Pickett started 
another daily in the following year and called it The Champion in illemory of 
the first Peoria newspaper established by the ill-fated Abram Euxton. The first 
number of this second daily was issued on December 13, 1849. and it appears 
that there must have been something fateful in its name, for in the following 
month, on January 26, 1850, the building in which it was published was wrecked 
by an explosion of combustible liquids and William Pickett, brother of the pro- 
prietor and James Kirkpatrick, publisher of the Peoria American, a publication 
which will be referred to further on, were killed by falling walls. Their office 
was in the second story of a brick building on the corner of Main street and 
what was known at that time as Printers' Alley, between Washington and Water 
streets. William Pickett, the brother of the proprietor, lost his life in an effort 
to save the books, while Kirkpatrick was caught under the falling walls as he 
was passing through the alley. 

THE PEORIA REPUBLICAN I 
'Although he had lost his brother and almost all his worldly possessions in 

this disaster Thomas J. Pickett was undismayed. H e  bought a new outfit and 
established the Weekly Republican and its first issue appeared on June I, 1850. 
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It was well edited and printed and was devoted to the whig interest until the 
old party lines began to break up between 1854 and 1856 and then it espoused 
the principles of the rising republican party. Issued first as  a weekly it eventu- 
ally became a daily, tri-weekly and weekly and ran successfully until 1856 when 
Pickett became a candidate for the office of circuit clerk and the paper passed 
into the possession of Samuel L. Coulter, who endeavored to run it in the whig 
interest, but the whig party was rapidly going to pieces and two years later the 
Peoria Republican went out of existence. Pickett, having been defeated for 
office went to Rock Island where he conducted the Rock Island Register and 
during the Civil war was instrumental in raising regiments. After the war he 
went to Paducah, Icy., where he established a paper called the Federal Union, 
was appointed postmaster and later clerk of the United States district court. 
In 1879 he went to Nebraska where in the course of fifteen years he founded 
three papers in as many different cities and died at Ashland, Wis., a t  the home 
of his son on December 24, 1891, at the age of seventy years. In his day 
he was one of the most active of newspaper men, full of ambition and blessed 
with a remarltable energy, but appeared throughout his life to have been the 
football of fate. In the course of his career he founded a dozen newspapers 
and died in the harness assisting in the publication of a newspaper conducted 
by his son. 

PEORIA DEMOCRATIC PRESS 

Thus far  has been given the history of Peoria's first newspaper, which al- 
though published under different titles and conducted under various managers, 
was practically a continuation of the parent paper founded in 1833 by Abram 
Buxton and expired under the name of the Peoria Republican in 1858. 

To  give the history of the Peoria newspapers in cl~ronological order it will 
be necessary to go back to 1840 when John S. Zieber established the "Peoria 
Democratic Press" and issued the first number on February 20 of that year. 
Zieber came to Peoria from Somerset county, Md., where he had published the 
"People's Press" and he brought with him his brother-in-law, Enoch P. Sloan, 
who had learned the printer's trade under him in their eastern home. Two 
years later Mr. Sloan became a partner in the enterprise and while working 
as a printer also rendered valuable assistance as assistant editor. As its name 
indicated it ~ v a s  a distinctively political paper and as such was the first party 
organ estal~lished in Peoria. l\lessrs. Zieher and Sloan conducted it until June 
I, 1846 when it was sold to Thomas Phillips, who came here from Pittsburg, 
Pa., where he had published the "American Rfantrfacturer." Phillips published 
the paper for three years and then sold it to Washington Cockle, leaving Peoria 
for St. Louis where he became a partner with his brother in publishing the "St. 

. Louis Union." Cockle conducted it for a little more than one year and then 
sold it to Enoch P. Sloan, one of its original owners and who during its several 
changes had remained with it. This transfer was made in the fall of 1851 and 

1 on January 5, 1854, Mr. Sloan issued the first number of a daily, the third 
attempt to establish a daily newspaper in Peoria. In this he was fairly successful 
and published the sheet as a daily and tri-weekly until the fall of 1856, when 
he was elected circuit clerk of Peoria county, defeating Thomas J. Pickett, a 
rival editor and candidate. With the retirement of Mr. Sloan to enter upon 
the duties of his office the paper was sold to Leonard B. Cornwell who had been 
sheriff of Peoria county and who retained John McDonald as its editor. It 
was a strong supporter of Stephen A. Douglas, but when Buchanan was elected 
the part?; patronage went to its rival, the "Peoria Daily News," published by 
George W. Raney and later the two papers were merged. 
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PEORIA DAILY NEWS 

When George W. Raney appeared on the local scene of  action he proved to 
be a new and altogether different factor in Peoria journalism. The men who 
had conducted Peoria newspapers up to the time of his advent were men of 
some learning and high character and lent a dignity to the profession, but Raney 
was of another stamp. Had he been working in these later days his style of 
journalism would have been designated "yellow." H e  was essentially a com- 
mercial journalist and conducted the business solely from the box office point 
of view and with a glittering eye on political patronage. 

George W. Raney established the Peoria Daily News and issued the first 
liumber on May 26, 1852 and followed soon after with the Weekly and Tri- 
Weekly News. H e  adopted a slashing, buccaneering style, which while it may 
have tickled the ears of the groundlings and made the judicious grieve gave his 
sheet the popularity which attends originality and he got everything in sight. 
President Buchanan appointed his postmaster and his sheet became the recog- 
nized organ of the democratic party and obtained all the party patronage and 
absorbed the rival paper. In  the winter of 1857-8 Raney's whole establishment 
was destroyed by fire but he took what remained of the "Peoria Democratic 
Press" and began the publication of the "Democratic Union" which became the 
leading democratic paper in this section during the campaign of 1860. In that 
campaign, however, Raney retired from the editorial chair and its management 
was turned over to William Trench, who as an ardent supporter of Douglas 
conducted the sheet in his interests during the campaign and a t  its close, which 

' ended in the defeat of Douglas and the election of Abraham Lincoln, Raney 
went back to his editorial duties and conducted the sheet until September 18.62 
when he obtained a position in the army and with his departure the "Democratic 
Union" went out of existence. This was the end of the "Peoria Democratic 
Press" founded in 1840 by John S. Zieber, which, like the first of Peoria's news- 
papers, changed managers and names, but led a continuous existence for many 
years. 

TIIE GERRYM.\NDER 

Again in chronological order we are compelled to turn back to the year of 
grace 1843 when Simeon DeWitt Drown started the German "Gerrymander." 
This sheet was merely a burlesque but still it exerted a specific influence. The 
legislature had divided the estate into seven congressional districts in such a 
manner as to form but one whig district, the seventh. This appealed to the 
risibilities of Drown and in the interest of the whigs he published the Gerry- 
mander, the first number of which appeared on March 22, 1833 and was issued 
weelily during the campaign of that year. Each issue was illustrated with cari- 
catures representing the shapes of the several congressional districts, but at the 
end of the campaign its usefulness, or  otherwise ended. 

THE PEORIA AMERICAN 

This newspaper was founded in the whig interest by James Kirkpatricli in 
July 1845, who claimed the distinction that it was the first newspaper in the 
state to place the name of General Zachary Taylor under the title of "Rough 
and Ready" at the head of its columns as a candidate for the presidency of the 
United States. H e  conducted the sheet for  iour and one-half years until 
January 26, 1850, when he was killed under the falling walls by the explosion 
which wrecked his office and that of the Champion as previously recorded. With 
his death the "Peoria American" died with him. Previous to his death the 
"Nineteenth Century," a national reform paper, had been started in September, 
1848 by J. R. Watson and D. D. Irons and after it had run for a few months 
it was sold to Kirkpatrick and merged with the "American." 
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PEORIA DAILY TRANSCRIPT 

We have now reached the period which presents the line of demarcation 
between the old order of Peoria journalism and that which obtains at the present 
time. And it is a melancholy fact that the Peoria newspaper which grew from 
the primordial germ, as it  were, that first received press dispatches and was the 
first in Peoria to adopt the linotype and rise above the deficiencies and restric- 
tions of hand composition, should have so far lost its identity a s  to be remem- 
bered only at the further end of a hyphen in the appellation: Herald-Transcript. 
In its day and for  more than a quarter of a century it was the leading newspaper 
in Peoria and the stalwart organ of the republican party in the interests of 
which it was founded. Like all the other Peoria newspapers which preceded 
it, and many with which it was contemporary it had its periods of youth, manhood 
and decay and was finally merged with a paper started a t  a later date and which 
first eclipsed and then absorbed it. 

The Peoria Transcript was founded a t  the instance of William Rounseville, 
who a t  that time was pastor of the Universalist church, Grand master of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows of this state and a man of marked literary 
ability who had previously published a magazine in Chicago. N. C. Nason, who 
had been previously connected with the "Peoria Republican" and was a practical 
printer, was also prominent in the Order of Odd Fellows and in 1854 was 
engaged in merchandising a t  Wesley City, then a river town of some importance. 
Rounseville visited him with the view of establishing an Odd Fellows' magazine 
in Peoria, and the enterprise seeming feasible Nason went to Philadelphia and 
purchased printing supplies amounting to a value of $2,000. When the supplies 
arrived the office was established on the third floor of a new brick building 
now known as 202 Main street where it remained until the fall of 1855 when 
Rounseville, who had an  itch for the newspaper business urged the starting of 
a daily newspaper in the republican interest to which Nason, after much delibera- 
tion assented. The type used in the publication of the Odd Fellows' magazine 
was set up into newspaper columns and the first number of the Peoria Tran- 
script from its quarters on the corner of Main and Water streets to which the 
office was transferred was issued on December 17, 1585. I t  was well edited and 
well primed but its finances were badly managed and the enterprise soon got 
into deep water. Aid which had been promised did not appear and at the end 
of two months when all the resources of the projectors had been exhausted 
the late Caleb Whittemore stepped in and assumed obligations on behalf of the 
concern to the amount of $4,000 and was compelled to take the property to 
save himself. During his ownership he never took active charge of the establish- 
~nent  hut continued in his regular business of locksmith and gunsmith. In the 
latter part of 1557 MThittemore sold the concern to J. G. Sferrill, a farmer 
living in this county who conducted it ullsuccessfully for one year and then 
sold it to Nathan C. Geer, who had previously edited the Waukegan Gazette. 

In  1859 Enoch Emery, who had gained his newspaper experience on Boston 
publications, came to Peoria and was employed by Geer as city editor and 
Peoria gained a thorough newspaper man. In 1860 the paper passed into the 
possession of Enoch Emery and Edward A. Andrews and it a t  once entered 
upon a successful career. Emery's short, terse, epigrammatic sentences and 
rigorous style of writing was at once recognized and it became the most influ- 
ential republican organ throughout central Illinois. In the campaign of 1860 
and during the Civil war and the administration of Abraham Lincoln the paper 
was a staunch supporter of all the measures of the republican party and just 
before he was assassinated President Lincoln appointed Emery postmaster, but 
did not live to  sign his commission. That came later from President Johnson. 
In  a little over a year and in consequence of the opposition of the "Transcript" 
to his policy President Johnson removed Einery from the position of postmaster 
and appointed Gen. D. W. Magee. I n  1869 Mr. Emery purchased the interest 
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of his partner and conducted the business alone until a stock colnpany 1 
was formed entitled "The Peoria Transcript Company" with Mr. Emery re- 
maining at the head of the concern as president and general manager. 111 that 
year Mr. Emery was appointed collector of internal revenue by President Grant 
and held the office for  two years, when in consequence of his opposition to 
Gen. Logan the latter caused him to be removed. Enoch Emery was a positive 
man and did not hesitate to express his opinions, and it was the assertion of the 
courage of his convictions which caused him to lose the postoffice and the internal 
revenue collectorship in turn. 

In the seventies Enoch Emery left the editorial chair to devote his attention I 
to the business office and his brother was installed as editor. The change 
was disastrous to the sheet in both departments. The editorial page missed 
Emery's forceful writings and in the business department he was out of his 
element. In January 1880 a new organization was formed with R, H. Whiting 
prsident, R. A. Culter, treasurer, and James 14. Rice, secretary, and Emery 
went back to the editorial chair. In the following year he was removed and he 
started an afternoon publication known as "The Peorian," but it had an ephem- 
eral existence and Emery, l~rolien-hearted, died on May 30, 1883. His was a 
vigorous, forceful character and during his editorial career he did much for 
Eeoria and his memory'implores the passing tribute of a sigh. 

After the removal of Enoch Emery from the Transcript Alexander S. Stone 
came here from Keokulc, Iowa, and purchased a controlling interest in the 1 
concern and soon after assuming control changed the form of the paper from 
a folio, or four pages, to the modern quarto, a style that later was adopted by 
all the Peoria papers. Stone attended the financial management of the paper 

I 
and in the editorial chair Enoch Emery was succeeded by Wellcer Given, who 
in turn was followed by William Hoyne, who later was placed at the head of 
the law department of Notre Dame University ; Col. E. P. Brooks of Washing- 
ton, who had been consul at Cork, Ireland; Major William S. Brackett and R 
M. Hanna, who died in 1911. 

1 

THE HERALD-TRANSCRIPT I 
On March I ,  1893 a new company was organized, chiefly by parties from 

Ohio with J. N. Garver as president and treasurer; Thomas R. Weddell of 
Chicago, vice-president and editor; James L. Garver, secretary. Weddell, the 
editor came from the Chicago Inter Ocean and attempted innovation of a metro- 
politan character but which did not take with the Peoria public and after run- 
ning it for five years it was sold to H. M. Pindell of the Herald who merged it 
with his paper and gave it the hyphenated name which it now bears-the "Herald- 
Transcript." In 1892 the Herald-Transcript was sold to a syndicate of repub- 
licans headed by P. G. Rennick, collector of internal revenue and ex-postmaster 
W. E. Hull who operated the paper until 1904 when Rennick bought the control- 
ling interest. On November of that year he sold the paper to Charles H. May 
and W. Sisson and in the following year its publication office was removed from 
Main street to its present quarters in the 200 block South Jefferson avenue. 
Charles H. May, as the head of the present management has made a number 
of improvements in the mechanical plant, including the installation of a sextuple 
press and as the only morning newspaper now published in Peoria has brought 
it strictly up to date. I t  is ably edited, is bright, clean and progressive and 
after all the vicissitudes through which both papers, that are embodied in its 
hyphenated name, 11ave passed, it is evident that in the old expression attached 
to newspapers, it has come to stay. 

THE PEORIA HERALD I 
I n  giving the history of the "Peoria Transcript" and the circumstances which 

led to its absorption by the "Peoria Herald" and the adoption of the name 
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'6~-~erald-Transcript," it is eminently proper to revert to the circumstances con- 
nected with the founding of the "Herald." 

In 1888 the democratic party in Peoria was without an organ. The "Na- 
tional Democrat" which followed the series of newspapers beginning with the 
Peoria Democratic Press was established in the summer of 1865 by Colonel W. 
T. Dowdall who came here from Alton, Illinois. H e  found the democratic 
newspaper business in a bad condition. After the Democratic Press had come 
the "IJnion," the "Star" and the "Post," but all had been short-lived and only 
their names remain to attest that they ever existed. Colonel Dowdall took over 
the small plant of the "Post" and provided an entirely new outfit. H e  con- 
ducted the "National Democrat" from 1865 until 1887 when he was appointed 
postmaster under the Cleveland administration and sold out to a stock com- 
pany in which the late Joseph Irwin of I'eliin and John Schofield of this city 
were the principal stockholders. Untler their illanagement the paper proved 
unsuccessful and in a year died from inanition. 

Early in the year 1889 H. M. Pindell, who had been city treasurer of Spring- 
field and had a large state political accluaintance came to this city a t  the invita- 
tion of Andrew Jackson Bell, who had been state senator and a candidate for 
lieutenant governor. Bell espressed the opinion that conditions were ripe in 
Peoria for  the establishment of a newspaper which should be recognized as the 
organ of the democratic party. Mr. Pindell after looking over the field became 
convinced of that fact and on March 7, 1889, the first number of the Peoria 
Herald was issued. I t  proved successful from the start and gradually in- 
vaded the morning field which tip to that time had been controlled by the 
('Transcript." I t  was well edited and it adopted a high moral tone made 
it distinctive. Pindell proved to he an astute business manager and it was not 
long before the "Herald" was in possession of a flourishing advertising patron- 
age and a rapidly extending circulation and in the meantime the "Transcript" 
was perceptibly declining. Primarily a denlocratic organ, it was Nr .  Pindell's 
idea to make it a ne\vspaper in all that the term implies, a medium for the dis- 
seminatioll of news, and the results of his enterprising spirit soon became rnani- 
fest. The period of rivalry with the "Transcript" was drawing to a close and 
the end came on December 28, 1898. when Mr. Pindell purchased the entire 
right, title and interest in the "Transcyipt" and on the following day the "Herald" 
appeared as the "Herald-Transcript." The remainder of its history has already 
been recorded. 

THE PEORI.4 JOURP\T.\IA 

In the list of Peoria newspapers it is an indisputable fact that the evening 
publications have achieved the greater measure of success. This was early 
recognized by the managers of newspapers published in the German language 
and from the start all of their publications have been of the evening, or more 
properly, the afternoon, issue. Feeble attempts had been made in by-gone years 
to establish an afternoon daily, but they ail failed. In 1870 P. W. Sheldon 
and E. F. Baldwin, the latter the present proprietor of the "Peoria Star" 
launched the first evening newspaper worthy of the name and called it the 
"Review." I t  ran until January 1873 and then to get rid of the competition it 
was hought 11y Enoch Emery of the "Transcript" and Colonel Dowdall of the 
"National Den~ocrat." Colonel Dowdall ran it for some years as an afternoon 
reprint of the "National Democrat" and when he stepped out of  the editorial 
chair in 1887 to take the office of post~naster the "Review" was dropped. 

The next evening newspaper to come into the field was the Peoria Journal 
established by J. B. Barnes and E. F. Baldwin who issued its first number on 
December 3, 1877. The office of the paper was in the Zeigler building on 
Hamilton street just below Adams. The first week its circulation was 1,700 
copies hut it steadily grew and ran up in two years to 4,000 and two years later to 
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The "Star" is now worked off on a four-deck Goss perfecting press with a 
capacity of 24,000 sixteen-page papers per hour, folded and counted. Its cir- 
culation is the largest in the state outside of Chicago; its advertising busiiless 
ranks with its circulation and it is the most popular newspaper in central Illi- 
nois. Editor Baldwin has gathered about him a force which shares his enthu- 
siasm, and his benign influence permeates all departments. I n  no other 
newspaper office in this state, or probably anywhere else, is there a more pro- 
nounced expression of "esprit de corps," the working of all to a common end, 
than is exhibited in the office of the "Peoria Star." It  is a perfect piece of 
altruistic mechanism in which everyone employed takes a joy in his or her work 
and contributes to the success of the enterprise. As the latest of the daily news- 
papers to be established in Peoria the Star stands for the last word in Peoria 
journalism. 

THE GERMAN PRESS 

People from Germany began to settle in Peoria as early as 1835 and spread 
out into the adjacent counties where they took up farms and eventually became 
an important factor in the population of this growing section of the state. I t  
was not long before they represented one-third of the population of this im- 
mediate territory and it is shown by census statistics that this ratio holds good 
today, one-third of the population of Peoria county being German by birth or 
descent. 

The German revolution of 1848 increased emigration from the fatherland 
rapidly and brought over a very intelligent class among whom were a number 
of learned and professional men, ripe from the German universities, Stran- 
gers in a strange land, those who had not studied other professions looked about 
them for opportunities in the newspaper business and a boom was created 
for German publications. In 1852 Alois Zotz, an able and learned man, whose 
memory is still held in reverence came to Peoria and established the "Illinois 
Banner," as a weekly publication. The first number appeared on February 
18, 1852, and it was hailed with delight by the German-speaking element in the 
community. Zotz was a profound philosopher and a student of the conditions 
as they existed in the old world and the new and he kept his compatriots in 
touch with them. He was an intense democrat and his style of writing was 
lofty and above the heads of the majority of his readers, although it was much 
admired by his cultured clientele. 

In 1858 Mr. Zotz sold the publication to Edward Rummel who was an ardent 
republican. He changed its name to "Deutsche Zeitung" and swung it into the 
republican column and supported Abraham Lincoln for the presidency in 1860. 
Rummel conducted the paper until 1868 when he was elected state secretary of 
Illinois and before leaving for  Springfield sold the paper to Captain Edward 
Fresenius who conducted it for three years and in 1871 sold it to Rudolph 
Eichenberger who ran it for seven years and in 1878 sold it to Bernard Cremer 
& Bros., who had previously acquired a rival paper known as the "Demokrat" 
and it was merged with the latter paper. 

THE PEORIA DEMOKRAT 

The "Peoria Demokrat" was established during the campaign of 1860. After 
Alois Zotz had sold the ccIllinois Banner" to Rummel, who changed its name and 
its politics, the German democrats found themselves without an organ and in- 
duced Mr. Zotz to  establish the daily and weekly "Demokrat." H e  conducted 
the paper until 1864, when Bernard Cremer, the present proprietor purchased 
it and assumed the control which he has maintained ever since. Mr. Cremer 
is an astute business nlan who has not only made his newspaper remarkably suc- 
cessful, but has engaged in various enterprises with signal results and is re- 
garded as the wealthiest newspaper publisher in central Illinois. His paper re- 
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flects. the sterling character of its editor, enjoys a wide circulation composed of 
subscribers who stick to it, has a lucrative advertising patronage and stands 

I 
in the front rank of German daily newspapers in this state. I 

i 
PEORIA DIE SONNE ! 

During the early career of the "Illinois Banner," the "Deutsche Zeitung" 
and the "Demokrat," other German papers were started including the "Volks- 
blatt" and the "Courier" but they were short-lived and later came "Der Volks- 
freund" and the "Sonntags Post" to join the innumerable caravan which marches 
to the pale realms of shade. In 1877 a new man appeared in Peoria to create 
a name and a place in its journalism in the person of Louis Philip Wolf. Hav- 
ing received an excellent education in Germany he came to the United States 
in 1868 and after occupying several positions as teacher of modern languages, 
his last engagements beir,g in the German-American institute in Chicago and the 
Academie Francaise he drifted into journalism and established at Lincoln, Illi- 
nois, the "Volksfreund," and at the time of its first issue in 1875 it was the 
only German republican paper in this state. In 1877 he came to Peoria to be- 
come editor of the "Deutsche Zeitung," but when it was sold to the "Dernokrat" 
he found himself again a free agent. In the spring of 1879 he established Die 
Sonne with Joseph Wolfram and William Erus as partners. Wolf is a vigorous 
writer, his diction scholarly and eminently correct, and under his masterful 
editorship Die Sonne has become a powerful ally of the republican party. In  
April, 1910, the Peoria Sonne Publishing company was organized with L. Ph. 
Wolf, president ; Louis Herrmann, vice-president : Hermann Goldberger, sec- 
retary and Mrilliam C. Grebe, treasurer, Mr. Wolf retaining the editorial chair 
with Hermann Goldberger as city editor and they constitute a strong team. 
"Die Sonne" is fearless in its expressions of opinion, has always worked for the 
best interests of Peoria and has always been found on the side of right and 
justice. I t  is these qualities that have given it its commanding prestige and its 
deserved popularity. 

WEEKLY PUBLICATIONS 

While Peoria journalism had its beginning in weekly publications, which 
eventually gave way to the dailies, it was a long continued practice for the daily 
newspapers to issue weekly editions and fo r  many years the tri-weekly idea 
prevailed. In the course of time these weekly editions were dropped and are 
now confined to the German publications. With the newspapers published in 
the English language the Sunday edition has taken the place of the old weekly. 
There was a time, however, when there was an open and profitable field for 
weekly papers, not connected with the dailies, and which were not newspapers 
in the strict meaning of the term. They were known as "society and literary" 
publications and for twenty years between 1870 and 1890 they had a great 
vogue. They devoted their columns to topics not touched upon by the daily 
press, chiefly social and personal, and.they occupied a field exclusively their own. 

. Gradually the Sunday editions of the daily newspapers encroached upon their 
field and in the end supplanted them. The weekly society sheet could not cope 
with publications which gave substantially the same information, and in addi- 
tion published the news of the day, and it became a victim to  the remorseless law 
of the survival of the fittest. 

SATURDAY EVENING CALL 

The most pretentious and successful of these weekly society publications 
was the Saturday Evening Call which was founded by three men who came to 
this city from Terre Haute, Indiana and issued the first number on April 7, 
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1g77. The original proprietors were Simeon R. Henderson, who was the editor, 
J. D. Weaver, business manager, and J. W. Clifton was superintendent of the 
mechanical department. They published a remarkably attractive paper which 
for some years enjoyed a wide circulation. Henderson, the editor, had a rare 
judgment in selecting the literary material and was, himself, an able writer. 
alarles W. Taylor, who for  the past twenty-five years, has written the humor- 
ous sketches tvhich appear on the editorial page of the Chicago Tribune under 
the caption "In A Minor Key" was for several years connected with the Call 
and contributed much of the qualities that made it popular. Later, William 
Hawley Smith, who subsequently became a partner of the late Bill Nye on the 
lyceum platform, bought an interest in the sheet and was its managing editor 
for two years. In 1885 the Call was sold to JV. Livingston and George Sylves- 
ter, who one year later sold it to Fred Patee and Charles Vail. Livingston 
went to Laramie, Wyoming and edited the Boomerang on which Bill Nye first 
rose to fame. In 1866 the paper was sold to Samuel XlcGowan, who has since 
become noted as a manager of Indian schools in the west and finally it passed 
into the possession of A. M. May who conducted it for three years only to see 
it gradually expire. 

THE SUNDAY X I R R O R  

In 1902 R. M. Hanna, who a t  that time was holding an editorial position on 
tile Transcript, with A. S. Stone, who had retired from the management of the 
same paper, and W. W. Welch, a reporter, established the Sunday Mirror. They 
made a distinctive local sheet and traversed the entire field of local gossip, con- 
stituting an entertaining and attractive publication. Charles B. Smith bought 
the interest of Stone and Welch and after conducting it for eighteen months it 
was sold to J. W. Hill, J. W. Burton and Dr. Eggleston who left the Herald to 
become the editor of the Mirror. All three of these men were advocates of the 
single tax idea and it was run in that interest for a few months, but unsuccess- 
fully and in 1905 passed out of existence. 

PEORIA LABOR GAZETTE 

The only weekly publication in Peoria at the present time, not connected 
with a daily, is the "Peoria Labor Gazette," which, as its name implies, is de- 
voted to the interests of the union labor organizations. It  was established in 
1895 by George Wilson Bills and after changing ownership two or three times 
it passed into the possession of its present publisher, Walter H. Bush, who has 
been promineiltly identified with union labor organizations in this city for the 
past twenty years. Being a practical printer, a man of superior intelligence and 
having a thorough knowledge of labor conditions he has established the Peoria 
Labor Gazette on a sound financial basis which assures its permanency. I t  is 
the organ of the Peoria Trades and Labor Assembly, has an extensive circula- 
tion and lucrative advertising patronage and has assumed the position of the 
leading labor paper in central Illinois. 

THE PRESS OF TODAY 

There have been a number of weekly and monthly publications started in 
Peoria, other than those alluded to, in the course of the past half century, but 
they had merely an ephemeral existence and have long been forgotten. The 
press of Peoria as it exists today is confined to three English newspapers, one 
morning and two evening, and two German newspapers having weekly editions. 
The Herald-Transcript is issued in the morning and the Star, Journal, Demokrat 
and Die Sonne in the afternoon.' They are all well and ably edited, occupy 
the front rank in provincial journalism and hold their own against metropolitan 
competition. They represent the vital interests of this city and have done, and are 
still doing, all that within them lies to advance its interests, keeping ever an 
eye upon the goal-"Greater Peoria." 





CHAPTER XXVIlI 

OR(;,\XIZ;ITIONS-OLD SETTLERS' ASSOCIATION-TEIE PEORIA WOMEN'S CHRISTI.+N 
HOME MISSION-JOHN C. PROCTOR ENDOW MENT-YOUNG ATEN'S CHRISTIAN 

i ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ t - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCI;ITION-WOM~IN'S CLUE AND 
OTHERS-DEACONESS HOSPITAL-FRATERNAL ORDERS. 

The Old Settlers' Association was organized at a meeting held in the court 
house, July 4, 1866. John Hamlin, one of the pioneers of the county, acted as 
chairman, and Charles Ballance, pioneer lawyer and local historian, secretary. 
'rliere was a large attendance, principally of the old people, and the enthusiasm 
of the initial assembly presaged many more. George C. Bestor, Edward F. 
Nowland and Charles Ballance were appointed a committee to prepare a con- 
stitution and by-laws, which w a s  submitted at the meeting held on the 27th 
of July, 1867, and adopted. John Hamlin was chairman of this meeting and 
Charles Ballance was secretary. 

I t  was decided to style t6e association the "Old Settlers' Union of Peoria 
and Vicinity," and under the constitution a residence of thirty years in the 
state of Illinola -.or to the adoption of the constitution was required of each 
person applying as members of the society. This provision was amended at  the 
annual meeting, July 4, 1869, so as  to read as follows: "That every person who 
has resided in the state of Illinois prior to A. D. 1840, who is now a resident 
of Peoria or this vicinity, shall be entitled to become a member of this society 
by signing the constitution and paying the initial fee; and the children of any 
person who is a member of the society shall be entitled to men~bership at any 
age." 

A nunlber of the very early settlers signed their names to the constitution, 
namely : John Handin, 1823 ; Samuel E. King. 1831 ; John Todhunter, 1834 ; 
Matthew Taggart, 1835 ; Jacob Hepperly, 183 I ; Edward F. Nowland: 1835 ; 
Tohn C. Flanagan, 1834; John T.  Lindsay, 1836: Alvah Dunlap, 1834; Alvin 
W. Bushnell, 1837 ; George W. Fash, 1835 ; Charles Eallance, 183 1 ; John Waugh. 
1836 ; Samuel Tart, 1834 ; Joseph J. Thomas, 1837 ; Thomas Mooney, Jr., 1835 ; 
Daniel Trail, 1834; C. M. Frazier, 1834; Elihu N. Powell, 1836; Lyman J. 
Loomis. 1834 ; George W. H. Gilbert, 1837 ; Allen L. Fahnestock, 1837. 

In addition to the above over three hundred persons joined the society who 
dated their residence in the county back to 1840, most of whom are now de- 
ceased. 

The constitution was again changed in 1886, so as to admit persons to mem- 
bership who had been residents of Peoria or this vicinity for a period of thirty 
years prior to that date. Provision was also made for the election annually 
of a president, two vice presidents, recording and corresponding secretaries and 
a treasurer, and since the beginning of the society annual reuniotls have been 
held at various places, principally in the public parks and groves, which have 
heen attended at  various times by persons of prominence throughout the state. 

One of the most noteworthy events in the history of the association was the 
dedication of a log cabin in Glen Oak Park at the annual reunion of 1897. A 
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cabin had been erected in one of the picturesque spots of beautiful Glen Oak 
Park, and instead of a corner stone laying, the event was celebrated by the 
laying of the first course of logs on the aIst day of April, 1897. The meeting 
was a highly successful one. Isaac W. Crandall, builder of the cabin, was the 
master of  ceremonies. Logs were used for  seats and a barrel of cider was on 
tap during the exercises, the old folks and young using a primitive gourd. In 
the cabin at that time were placed an old fashioned organ, a spinning wheel, an 
old style bed, made up, chairs to harmonize with their surroundings and a clock, 
sixty-five years old, made by Ely Terry, the first clock maker in the country, 
Dried apples, dried pumpkin, catnip, peppers and "yarbs" were suspended from 
the rafters, as was the wont of early days. Since the year 1895 Glen Oak Park 
has been the regular place for holding these reunions which occur every year 
and at many of them the assemblages have numbered several thousand souls. 

I t  was in the year of 1875, at the close of a series of Bible readings by Rev. 
Henry h1orehouse of England, that a number of Christian women, wishing to 
enter on some definite service for the Master, organized the "bvon~en's Chris- 
tian Association," for ministry among the poor. They took for their motto- 
"The Love of Christ Constraineth Us," and they went forth to do with their 
might whatever their hands found to do for  both souls and bodies of the poor 1 
and needy. I t  was during the same year, that this association united with 1 
another of like purpose which had been organized longer in the Universalist 
church, and to this united society was given the name of the "Women's 
Christian Home Mission." Its first work was the systematic visitation of the 
afflicted poor. The city was divided into twelve districts-two visitors serving 
in each. In a few of the larger ones there were three. Each case was care- 
fully investigated and immediate want relieved. Food, clothing, friendly synl- , 
pathy and advice given-the prime object being to encourage and assist those in I 

poverty or misfortune to become self supporting. This work was carried on 
by representatives from all the churches, and the entire worli of the mission 
from the beginning has been strictly non-sectarian. I t  is to the faithful work 
of these early founders of the Illission, and the wise leadership of its presidents, 
hfrs. Erastus 0. Hardin and Mrs. Lucie B. Tyng, that this Association owes 
its broad foundation and its constantly enlarged powers for good in our city. 

Its second, and no less important branch of work, was the establishing of an 
industrial school, where sewing was taught to girls of six to fourteen years of 
age. Between three and four hundred children were annually e~lrolled in this 
school, and it did a grand work through a competent and faithful corps of 
volunteer teachers. This school was carried on for many years. until the 
formation of similar ones in the various churches rendered it no longer necessary. 

Meantime the need of a temporary home for  friendless women and children 
became urgent. The first experiment in this line was the opening of small 
quarters (two or three rooms) on Merriman street, which served our needs 
for one year. Then, Peoria's benefactress, the late Mrs. Lydia Bradley, came 
to our assistance and gave us the rent of a small house on Seventh street, which 
answered the purpose for several years. I t  only accommodated a family of six 
or eight, but it proved a great aid in the work, serving not only as a home for 
the friendless, but as a depot for receiving and distributing clothing and an  
employment bureau: and fully demonstrated the need for larger quarters t o  
meet the demands for the growing work. In 1880 the valuable property, corner 
of Main street and Flora avenue, was offered for sale at a very low figure. 
I t  was pleasantly situated with ample grounds ( 1 5 0  by 249 feet) and the house 
offered accommodations for a family of twenty-five and great advantages f o r  
our endeavors. 
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~t seemed a great undertaking to raise the amount necessary ($5737), but 
friends responded so generously to a committee appointed to canvass the city, 
that their subscriptions, with a gift of $1000 from the Orphan Asylum Asso- 
ciation, enabled us to purchase the property. By October, 1881, it was entirely 
paid for and ready for occupancy, having been furnished by the various churches. 
For ten succeeding years it gave a temporary home and shelter to hundreds of 
women and children-then it, too, was outgrown. It  was in 18go that the 
opportunity came to sell this property at a large advance over the price paid 
for it, and availing ourselves of this, to build the present beautiful and corn- 
lllodious home on Knoxville avenue. 

Our family here averages about sixty-five children, occasionally adults, alto- 
gether with matron and +helpers about seventy. I t  is under the supervision of 
a board of fifteen managers, chosen by the mission, all faithful, conscientious 
women, whose aim it is to give these unfortunate and helpless little ones their 
personal care and the comforts, training and advantages of a well ordered 
Christian home. Of these sixty-five children, some are fatherless, some are 
motherless, others have been deserted by one or both of their unworthy, irre- 
sponsible parents. Some are dependent wards of the county, and of all these, 
many are returned to their parents when the need of temporary help is past, 
or parents have proved themselves able and worthy to care for them; and some 
are placed in homes. About fifty attend the public school and Arcadia Sunday 
school. For the fifteen or more younger ones we have a kindergarten in the 
home. 

Our departments of work a t  the present time are the Home for the Friead- 
less and district visiting among the poor. Other branches we have had are 

1 the Bradley Home for Aged Women and The Young Women's Boarding Home 

1 (both children of the Mission), established and carried on under its auspices 
for many years until funds were raised for each to make them independent 

1 institutions. Our friends have been many and generous. There is no appeal 
which touches every heart like that for helpless and neglected children and we 
have never called in vain for help. 

It was in 1881 that the missioli received a bequest of $1,000 from Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Storrs, of Brooklyn, in memory of their son-in-law, David Choate 
Proctor, of Peoria. This was the foundation of our Endowment Trust Fund, 

I for which some twenty or more bequests have since been received, ranging from 
$100 to $~o,ooo and which, carefully invested, yields an income of $2,400 a 
year. Parents who are able, pay small sums weekly, according to their means. 
The county pays $7 a month for  the dependent children under its care. And ' then there are our annual subscriptions, membership fees and donations. Our 

I work and our expenses increase with the years of which we have closed our 
record of thirty-six, but our cruise of oil has not failed. and we go on our way 
rejoicing in the good we have been permitted to accomplish, looking forward to 
still greater things in the Master's name. The officers are: Mrs. E. S. Willcox, 
president; Mrs. Flora D. Kellogg, first vice president; Mrs. Louise D. Elder, 
second vice president; Mrs. Isabella C. Ayres, secretary; Mrs. T. A, Grier, as- 
sistant secretary; Miss Julia F. Cockle, treasurer. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

On the 10th day of October, 1879, a permanent organization was effected by 
a number of Christian women of Peoria who had conceived a plan to establish 
a home, wherein should be placed fallen women, in the endeavor to  sequestrate 
them from former companions and work a reformation in ' their lives. The 
Woman's Refuge was chosen as the title of the home and the incorporators 
were Margaret B. Wise, Augusta L. Farr, Harriet Holcomb, Adaline S. Higbie, 
Catherine L. Truesdale and Margaret B. Reynolds. As set forth in their 
articles of incorporation the object was to rescue fallen women and provide for 
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them homes where they might be protected and surrounded by Christian influ- 
ences. The institution first found a location on Hale street and there remained 
two years, when it was removed to 613 North Washington street, and later to  
914 Fourth street. The home was supported by charitably disposed citizens. 
The corporate name was changed in 1889 to the Women's Peoria County Horne 
of Blessing for Girls, and the home was removed to property purchased on 
Richmond avenue, upon which a building was erected at a cost of about $~o,ooo. 
In  1892 the association was incorporated and its title changed to that of '*The 
Peoria County Industrial School for Girls and Home of Blessing." The pri- 
mary motives of the association were abandoned and since then the only inmates 
of the institution have been dependent girls committed to its care by order of 
the county courts of the state. 

GUYER H O M E  FOR AGED PE0PL.E 

This most worthy institution came into existence through the beneficellce 
of one of Peoria's Christian and benevolent women, Mrs. Margaret M. Guyer, 
daughter of Zenas Hotchkiss, and wife of Jacob Guyer, who came to Peoria 
in an early day, engaged in farming and later became one of the city's wealthy 
business men. The co~iception of the home was that of Mrs. Guyer, but before 
her ambition could be realized she passed away and at her request Mr. Gityer 
prevailed upon a number of prominent women of the city to form an associa- 
tion for the purposes devised by his wife. Following out Mr. Guyer's desires, 
the association agreed that the home should be located upon the Guyer home- 
stead, situated at the corner of Armstrong and Knoxville avenues, that the home 
should be for the benefit of persons of good character, temperate habits, resi- 
dents of the county of Peoria for three years and not less than sixty years of 
age who, on account of reduced circumstances, or other vicissitudes of fortune 
should not be adequately provided with homes of their own. Also that other 
deserving aged persons might be admitted and that the trustees should be chosen 
from the same denominations of Protestant churches as far  as practicable and 
that divine services should be held at the home at least once 011 every Sa1111atl-1 
clay. 

The association was incorporated on July g, 1889, and the first board of 
trustees consisted of Sarah Proctor Howe, president; Sarah E. Hodges ant1 
ITrances E. Fahnestock, vice presidents; Lillie Ballance Rice, secretary; Har- 
riet Hepperly Hotchkiss, treasurer. The first members were Mary E. Eailey, 
1,ucie E. Tyng, Susan S. Clagg, Lucy G. Allaire, Lucy hI. Ross. Mary I;. 
McCulloch. Mary Bunn Van Tassell, Flora Day Kellogg, Martha 13. Reynolds 
and Lucy W. Ealdwin. 

The home was opened for the reception of inmates in the summer of 1889 
and it? capacity has been taxed ever since that time. 

TIIE J O H N  C. PROCTOR ENDOWMENT H O M E  

The name of Proctor has been made enduring and one to be venerated in this 
community by the beneficence and magnificent generosity of a life-long bachelor 
member of the family-a man whose character stood the test of time and, like 
the great Eayard, was salzs peur et sans reproaclze. 

In the year 1845 John C. Proctor arrived in Peoria and with his brother, 
E. A. Proctor, began the manufacture of agricultural implements and was suc- 
cessful. In 1850, he engaged in an extensive lumber business and achieved more 
success. H e  organized the First National Bank in 1863 and was its president 
from the year 1875 to within a few months of his death, and in all his great 
business affairs and activities he proved a master hand and accumulated a fortune 
estimated at over two million dollars. 



THE J. C. PROCTOR ESDOIVAIEST THE PROCTOR HOSPITLZL 
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During all the years of Mr. Proctor's life in the busy marts of trade, barter 
and finance, it is possible that enemies were made, through envy and ignorance 
of the motives actuating the man in his ambition to accumulate a vast fortune, 

( b t ~ t  if this obtained, all was lost in forgetfulness when the intelligence electrified 
the people that John C. Proctor had donated a home for  the worthy poor of all 

/ ages, and ambitious boys and girls in quest of a means of livelihood. 
It  was on the 26th day of June, 1904, that the people of Peoria were notified 

through the columns of the Journal, that John C. Proctor would erect a home 
for dependents, on the beautiful grounds known as Spring Hill park, and it was 
but a short time thereafter that a contract had been let for the massive building. 
On the morning of August 27, 1 9 6 ,  the house was opened and twenty applicants 
were given homes for the rest of their lives. 

The building is one of the handsomest structures of the kind in the country. 
It is practically square, occupying a ground space of 160x160 feet, four stories 
in height, exclusive of an attic and basement. The material used is a greyish 
Ohio stone and the architectural design is highly pleasing. The interior is all 
that could he desired for an institution of its kind and a special feature is the 
auditorium, which has a seating capacity of 400. The cost was $282,000. 

In April, 1907, John C. Proctor, against the strenuous objection of relatives, ! became a resident of the home he had founded in the interest of humanity, and 
early in the morning of June 22, 1907, he passed away in The Proctor Endow- 1 ment Home, mourned not only by a large group of relatives, but also by a corn- 
rllunity that had benefited so vastly through his enormous benefactions. 

The John C. Proctor Endowment, which took on concrete form during the 
life of the donor, amounted to about $300,000; but shortly after the reading of 
Mr. Proctor's will, it developed that his estate amounted to over two million 
dollars and that of this great sum of money he had devised but $115,ooo to rela- 
tives and the residue to the John C. Proctor Endowment, to be held in trust for- 
ever by the trustees and their successors, who were designated in the will as fol- 
lows: J. S. Stevens, 0. J. Bailey, David H. Proctor, Aaron S. Oakford, R. R. 
I3ourland, Frederick I;. Blossom, William E. Stone. 

The chronicler of events gives u s  no date relating to a Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association in Peoria prior to the year 1853. I t  is known, however, that in 
the winter of that year a course of lectures was delivered under the auspices 
of the "Young Men's Christian Association" of Peoria. Arnong men of promi- 
nence of that day who favored the public with their views upon subjects of interest 
to the association, Judge McCulloch in his history of Peoria county, mentions 
Professor Jonathan E. Turner, of Jacksonville, Rev. John \V. Cracraft, rector of 
St. Paul's parish, Peoria, President Blanchard, of Knox College, Rev. Robert 
P. Farris, pastor of the Second Presbyterian church, Peoria, and Hon. Onslow 
Peters, judge of the circuit court of Peoria. 

I t  is stated that in the year 1858 a great religious awakening came upon 
the people of this community and as a result a reorganization of the Young 
Men's Christian Association was accomplished in the month of May of that 
year. At a meeting held at that time, Alexander G. Tyng was chosen president; 
Thomas G. McCulloch and Henry 34. Kellogg, vice presidents; Calvin C. Lines, 
recording secretary; Horace Champlain, corresponding secretary; and Larkin 
R. Day, treasurer. The meeting place was in the building now occupied by the 
First National Eank but before the lapse of the year new quarters were secured 
in the lecture room of the First Presbyterian church, corner Main and Madison. 

In 1859 A. G. Tyng was reelected president and he continued to hold the 
office until 1862, when William Reynolds succeeded him. In the latter year the 
association was incorporated, its capitalization being the modest sum of $750. 
At that time the membership was but twenty-six and from them was chosen 

l 
a war committee, who directed the operations of the association in connection 
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with the Christian Commission which had been organized early in the previous 
year for the purpose of lending all possible aid to the men battling for the Union 
and their families at home. I 

The association kept up its meetings all through the war and it appears that 1 
Alexander G, Tyng, the first president, was again holding the chair in the years 
1867 and 1868. At this time the association held its meetings in a room opposite 1 
the postoffice on Main street. In 1870 and 1871 George H. McIlvaine was presi- 
dent. 

There must have been a lapse Ln the meetings of the association for a few 
years, for the records show that the present association was organized August 
18, 1879. Martin Kingman was president, and Henry S. Sayles, secretary, for 
that year. The membership was twenty-three. Rooms were secured over Irwin 
& Company's store, 102-104 South Adams street. 

William N. Fisher succeeded Mr. Sayles as president in the fall of 1879 and 
continued in the office until June, 1881. On September 12, 1881, James M. Rice, 
lately deceased, was elected president and served until September, 1883. On 
December 16, 1882, however, the association was incorporated and in the fall of 
1881 rooms in the second story of a building on the corner of Adams and Fulton 
streets, formerly occupied by the Peoria Boat Club, were leased and nicely fur- 
nished. These were occupied until the fall of 1884. 

Martin Kingman succeeded Mr. Rice in 1883, and on the expiration of a 
I 

pear was succeeded by Oliver J. Bailey. Headquarters were again changed in 
1884, this time to the Cruger property, 213 South Jefferson street, and remained 
there untii 1891, when the association became permanently situated in a building 
constructed.especially for the purpose at 115 North Jefferson street. The corner- 
stone of this building had been laid with appropriate exercises, March 17, 1890, 
and was ready for occupancy at  the time indicated in this article. At the time 
of its dedication, however, the building caused the association to assume obliga- 
tions it could not fulfill, so that the burden becoming so heavy and the associa- 
tion being unable to meet its heavy indebtedness, the building was sold in ~ y g  
to the publishers of the German-Democrat. At the same time a number of 
warm hearted and generous citizens who held certain notes against the associa- 
tion cancelled them and with the money received for the building all indebted- 
ness was obliterated. The association then established temporary headquarters 
in room 431 Jefferson building, where it remained until moving into its present 
magnificent new home. 

When the old Y. M. C. A. building on Jefferson street was sold a campaign 
was at  once started for the purpose of raising funds with which to erect a new 
building. A. M. Ward, of New York, an international secretary, was engaged 
to take charge of the campaign. The work started in June, 1909, and at  the end 
of ten days of a strenuous and magnificent canvass, the splendid sum of $103,500 
had been pledged for a new building, which was to be supplied with all modern 
equipments. Later a building committee was selected, composed of E. C. Fos- 
ter, chairinan, J. M. Morse, J. A. Harman, E. T. Miller and W. E. McRoberts. 
On December 2, 1909, the contract for the construction of the building was 
awarded to Fred Meintz, and the firms of Shattuck & Hussey, Chicago, and 
Howard & Emerson, of Peoria, were secured to draw the plans for a $75,000 
structure. Work was commenced on the building later on and by the middle of 
July, 1912, it was turned over to the officers of the association, completed. I t  
stands on the corner of Sixth avenue and Franklin street, on a lot previously 
purchased by the association and is one of the finest structures of its kind in the 
state. It was anticipated that the dedicatory services would be held on August 
1st. The cost of the building and lot was $105,000, and furnishings, $15,000, 
which was all paid up at its completion. 

The present officers are as follows: President, Horace Clark; vice presi- 
dent, E. C. Foster; recording secretary, F. H. Avery; treasurer building fund, 
S. D. Wead; general secretary, Herbert H. Holmes; directors, Horace Clark, 
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E. C. Foster, F. H. Avery, B. Cowell, D. S. Long, J. M. Morse, William Haz- 
Zard, W. G. Causey, George F. Carson, W. C. Collins, H. W. Lynch, J. A. Har- 
man, F. S. Wallace, Leonard Hillis, M. W. Rotchford, J. T. Neilson; physical 
director. H. D. Sanborn; boys' secretary, A. S. Kresky; association secretaries. 
T. J. Killin and J. H. Kopp. 

RAILROAD Y .  M. C. A. 

The Railroad Young Men's Christian Association commenced work in Peoria, 
December I ,  1900, and it is ,located at 2336 South Washington street in a build- 
ing 40x75 feet, two stories in height, with basement. This structure contains 
twenty-nine sleeping rooms, a reading room, amusement room, temporary hospi- 
tal, lunch counter, dining room, bath room, barber shop, store rooms, etc., and 
its total cost was $17,500, mainly the investment of the Peoria & Pekin Union 
railways. Its object is to furnish the best facilities to railroad men for body, 
character and soul-building by giving its members, at a nominal cost, clean, 
mrholesorne food and other necessaries and pleasures. Its membership, composed 
exclusively of railroad men, numbers 250. 

At the laying of the corl!er stone of the new building occupied by the Young 
I Women's Christian Association, Jennie Adair Johnston read a history of the 

society, from which the following generous extracts are taken: In  November, 
1893, Miss Jennie Martin, of the Illinois state board, and Miss Ida Bradshaw, 
of the Wisconsin state board of the Young Women's Christian Association, 
arrived in Peoria and started out to interest the people here in the movement for 
the organization of a Young Women's Christian Association. They found pub- 
lic opinion in sympathy with the cause and after a few days' canvass a meeting 
was held in the parlor of the Second Presbyterian church and the longed-for 
society was organized under the constitution recommended by the international 
committee, with officers and board of managers as follows: Mrs. Anna W. 
Rogers, Mrs. Mary M. McCulloch, Mrs. Ida Bourland, Mrs. Annie E. Dough- 
erty, l frs .  A. E. Petherbridge, Mrs. Addie Hazzard, Mrs. Katie M. Day, Mrs. 
Catherine M. Hill. Mrs. Elizabeth W. Henry, Mrs. Jessie S. Page, Mrs. Mary 
W. Parker, 4Trs. Linda B. Tobias, Mrs. Henry Rouse, Mrs. Hannah M. Hough- 
ton and Miss Florence Bannister. 

The newly formed society held its first meeting December g, 1893, in the 
parlor of the woman's auxiliary of the Young Men's Christian Association 
building, with Mrs. Jennie S. Page in the chair. Committees were appointed on 
membership, finance, education, social, devotional and furnishing, and a t  the 
second meeting held January 26, 1894, in the same place, a report read indicated 
that $600 in money had been pledged. At the meeting the principal discussion 
was over the matter of a home for the association and a dwelling, standing 
between the Dime Savings Bank and Bartlett's store, was selected for the 
society's home. 

A membership of 300 was reported at a meeting held in February, 1894, 
and measures were at once taken to secure a secretary. At a meeting held 
February 27th following, articles of incorporation were filed and an advisory 
board appointed, consisting of George Page, J. W. Rogers, David McCulloch, 
N. C. Dougherty and 0. J. Bailey. Miss Ida May Hickok was secured as secre- 
tary but after a short time she resigned and in August h,1iss Caroline Palmer 
was appointed. Educational classes were instituted and efforts were made to 
secure the attendance of girls working in the various hotels, factories and stores. 

Soon after the association had been installed in its new home the building 
was sold and another one was rented of Mr. Norton. T o  this building the as- 
sociation moved and remained for a period of fourteen years. 

I 
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In 1905 Miss Harriet Vance, of Portland, Oregon, was called to the set- 
retaryship, and the membership of the association having grown to pleasing 
proportions, this zealous young woman put forth every effort toward creating a 
sentiment in favor of securing a lot and building a modern home for the as- 
sociation. The work initiated by her was kept up and in March, 1907, several 
competing organizations were formed among the young lady members and an 
active campaign was inaugurated in which the sum of $34,000 was pledged for 
the home. In the fall of 1907 Miss Ida Starkweather was called as general 
secretary, Miss Vance having accepted,a call to Pittsburg, and under the skill- 
ful engineering of Miss Starkweather, aided by enthusiastic lieutenants, and 
strong public sentiment, ground was broken on March 4, 1907, on a lot previously 
purchased, and on April 30th following, the corner stone of the building was laid, 
Dr. Arthur Little, of the Second Presbyterian church, being master of ceremonies. 
The beautiful building, which cost $30,000 and standing on a lot for which 
$8,000 was paid, was dedicated and thrown open to the public, Friday, January 
I ,  1909. The structure stands on Liberty street, between Jefferson and Madi- 
son, and the design is along old English lines, being constructed of brick, with 
long windows, pillared porch and solid front. It  covers the entire lot, 63 feet 
front and 9334 feet in length. The front is of brown vitrified brick. Standing 
three stories in height and having a conlplete basement, there seems to be 
nothing that has been forgotten in the beautiful home. The interior is very 
home-like and very tastefully and conveniently arranged. There is a library, liv- 
ing room, class room, dining room, tea room, assembly hall and a well appointed 
gymnasium. 

The association building is open daily from 8 a. 111. to 9 p. m. and the 
reading and rest rooms are governed by the same rules. Cafeteria lunch is 
served to gentlemen as well as ladies from I I :30 in the morning to I :30, daily, 
except Sundays, with supper on Saturday evenings from 5:30 to 7:30. There 
is an employment and boarding directory and membership is open to all women 
of good moral character. The annual fees are: A regular, $I ; junior, 50 cents ; 
sustaining, $5. Membership in the association entitles one to the use of the 
l~uilding at all times-the parlor, library, rest rooms, employment bureau, board- 
ing house directory, cafeteria, social occasions, entertainments and lectures. 
Some of the classes admit members free of charge. These are the literature, 
travel and Bible classes, also the glee club. Other classes require a small ad- 
ditional fee, such as art needle work, sewing, millinery and others. 

The membership of the Young Won~en's Christian Association now numbers 
1,306. The officers for 1912 are: Mrs. W. C. Collins, president; Miss Elizabeth 
IlcKenzie, general secretary; Miss Alice R. Reynolds. extension secretary; 
Miss Laura Bryan, office secretary; Miss Florence M. Parmelee, physical di- 
rector; Miss Inez C. Dusten, cafeteria director; Mrs. Helen McDowell, matron; 
Mrs. Flora E. Reagan, travelers' aid. 

The Creve Coeur Club was organized April 5, 1894, by the incorporators, 
Theodore Kuhl, Elwood A. Cole, Joseph E. Callender, Frank B. Newell, Horace 
Clark, Jr., Frank H. Gift, H. G. Rouse, Charles R. Warner and Charles E. 
Wheelock. The association takes its name from the celebrated fort built by 
I,a Salle, and its object is to promote the business interests of the city of 
Peoria and the social enjoyment of its members. The management is vested in 
a board of nine directors. The officers for the first year were: Theodore Kuhl, 
president; Charles R. Warner, vice president; Joseph E. Callender, secretary; 
Frederick F. Blossom, treasurer. The home of the club is a magnificent modern 
building erected for the purpose on the corner of Jefferson and Liberty streets. 
The membership is large and is composed of business and professional men. 
I t  is democratic in character and non-political. 
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THE COUNTRY CLUE 

The Country Club of Peoria was incorporated June 26, 1897, and has for its 
object the encouragement of athletic exercises, recreation and social enjoyment. 
~ t s  management is vested in a board of eleven directors and its membership is 
about 135. The first board of directors consisted of Walter P. Colburn, Frank- 
lin T. Corning, Sumner R. Clarke, Frederick H. Smith, R. W. Kempshall, J. B. 
Greenhut, Nathaniel Griswold, R. D. Clarke, Clifford M. Anthony, H, Frederick 
Steele, Jacob Wachenheimer. The first oscers  were: Frederick T. Corning, 
p-esident ; Walter P. Colburn, vice president; R. D. Clarke, secretary; and 
Frederick H. Smith, treasurer. 

The club q-ounds are situated in Peoria Heights and contain twenty-seven 
acres overlooking the Illinois river. The original club house was formerly the 
residence of Mrs. Caroline S. Gibson, but recently a new building has been 
erected and a lookout from which the surrounding country can be se-tl for many 
miles. The spot chosen is an ideal one and is pointed out to stran, --;siting 
the city as a place to be seen before leaving. Adjoining the grouni:- 1. a ',;.ct 
of land consisting of forty acres, devoted to golfing. 

Other clubs that should be especially mentioned are the Women Teachers' 
C lu l~ ,  which was organized in the fall of 1897, with hfiss Kate Rutherford, pres- 
ident; the Kew Era Women's Club, organized Kovember 12, 1892, with twelve 
charter members; the Peoria Art League, previously known as the Sketch Club, 
organized in the winter of ~Sgo-I. Its charter members were Grant Wright, 
Carl Pehl. A. E. Marston. L. A. Loomis, a pioneer artist of Peoria, Walter 

. Laird, Hedley W. IVaycott, Jesse Watson, Albert Chilcott. Frank Goss, Orie 
Snyder, Fred Klein, Robert Slack. William Kerr and Robert Weller. 

TITE DE-ICONESS HOME r I N D  HOSPITAL 

Soille twenty-six years ago, a zealous and energetic woman of the church, 
1Irs. Lucy Ryder Meyer, founded the order of the Deaconesses of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, in the city of Chicago, and opened a Deaconess' home 
and training school at or near the corner of Rush and Ohio streets, for the 
purpose of organizing and training volunteer young women for Christian and 
charitable work among the poor and needy, and under the auspices of the church. 

The work has prospered so that beside the large home and Wesley Hospital 
in Chicago. deaconess' homes, training schools and hospitals have been estab- 
lished and maintained from the Atlantic to the Pacific oceans, and quite a num- 
ber of deaconesses have gone to foreign countries as missionaries. About the 
year 1898, one of the'deaconesses. Miss Ida Phillips, came to this city and through 
her efforts, the Deaconess' Home and Hospital of the Central Illinois Confer- 
ence was established here. 

Following the arrival of Miss Phillips, meeting of the members of the Rleth- 
odist churches were held and the work discussed, and resolutions were passed 
asking the Central Illinois conference to establish a home and hospital in the city 
of Peoria. The conference which met that fall. took such action, and November 
I ,  1898, a meeting of those interested was held, which meeting was continued , to November 7th. At this time a board of trustees and necessary officers were 
elected, an association having been incorporated October 28. 1898, under the 
corporate name of The Deaconess' Home and Hospital of the Central Illinois 
Conference, with the following named as first trustees: F. W. Merrell. G. R. 
Shafer, Jacob Straesser, Dr. W. W. Wyatt, Mrs. L. E. Bovee, C. T. McFall, 
bliss Ida Phillips, Mrs. M. Rogers, Mrs. Florence Gardner, C. V. Engstrom, 
William Schleicher and William Hazzard. This board of trustees was reelected. 
with the exception of William Schleicher, who declined to serve. November 
14th following, the terms of the trustees were fised as follows: F. \iV. Merrell. 
P.E., three years; G. R. Shafer, two years ; Mrs. I,. E. Rovee, two years; C. V. 
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Engstrom, two years; Jacob Straesser, three years; Miss Ida Phillips, three 
years; Mrs. M. Rogers, one year; Dr. W. W. VCTyatt, one year; Mrs. Florence 
Gardner, one year; C. E. ATcFall, two years; and William Hazzard, one year. 
Mri .  Gardner resigned, and William Taylor, of Edwards, was elected in her 1 
stead. The officers elected were as follows: F. W. Merrell, president of the 
board; Jacob Straesser, vice president; C. V. Engstrom, treasurer, which office 1 
he still holds; and Miss Jda Phillips, financial superintendent. 

November 23, 1898, the trustees purchased from Mrs. Lydia Bradley the 
large brick residence now known as No. 221 Glen Oak avenue, for $12,000. The 
association commenced a t  once to make the necessary alterations and repairs 
and a few months later opened the home and hospital, with Miss Lucy Hall, 
a deaconess, as superintendent and matron, with a corps of nurses. 

From the beginning the new hospital was a success and gained the praise of 
physicians and patients. However, after it had been in operation a couple of 
years, a neigbor complained against it as a nuisance and the hospital was closed. 
On the 1st of December, 1905, the board of trustees obtained an option on the 
property and an agreement was entered into with Mrs. Amelia Eontjes, by 
which they afterwards purchased from the latter the property adjoining the 
home and hospital on the west side, for $13,000, the former hospital was again 
opened. In the meantime the board of trustees had purchased the vacant lot 
on the east side of the hospital and later sold the Bontjes property to Dr. E. 
W. Oliver at a considerable financial loss, but with stringent provisions in the 
deed which are intended to forever preclude the possibility of further injunc- 
tion proceedings. 

In the fall of 1910 Rev. J. E. Mercer, having been financial agent for  several 
years, and having been quite successful in securing funds and pledges, the 
l~oard of trustees decided to begin the erection of a new hospital building, con- 
sisting of a central building and two wings, and contracted with William Z. 
Martin, a local contractor, for the erection of one of the wings. The dirnen- 
sions of this wing are 62 x 75 feet and five stories high. I t  is designed in the 
renaissance style of architecture, with the face wall of the basement story of 
buff Eedford stone. The next three stories are faced with dark brick, and the 
upper story with buff brick with appropriate stone and dark brick trimmings. 
The basement or first story has two large wards, one for men and one for women 
and children, with necessary bath rooms, toilet rooms, linen room, and diet 
kitchen. Here also are the autopsy room, morgue and room for heating plant, 
and all are to be connected for present use, with the old building, by an ap- 
propriate passage way. The main floor accommodates the administration rooms, 
doctor's room, drug room and a number of private wards with bath and toilet 
rooms. The second and third floors will be devoted to private rooms, a num- 
her of which will have baths attached. The fourth story is to contain the operat- 
ing room, surgeons' room, instrument and sterilizing rooms, nurses' dining room 
and main kitchen, with dumb waiters connecting with the various floors. On 
the roof, open air rooms for convalescents are to be arranged. The entire 
building is to be fire proof, .and will contain every known convenience of the 
modern hospital. The ventilation will be so arranged that the fresh air supply 
for each room may be controlled .independent of every other room, and suitable 
to the needs of each patient. Every known appliance in the way of elevators, 
electric lights, electric calls, sanitary floors, etc. will be supplied. This part 
of the entire building will cost from $50,000 to $70,000, and the entire contem- 
plated hospital building will present a frontage of about 160 feet in Glen Oak 
avenue, and is expected to cost $200,000. 

The grounds have an extensive frontage on Glen Oak avenue and Knoxville 
avenue and extend back to Crescent avenue. The architect of the new build- 
ing is B. L. Hulsebus, of Peoria. 

The report to the session of the Central Illinois conference which met in this 
city September 6-11, 1911. shows that under the efficient management of Miss 
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xe]lie Irene Young, superintendent of nurses. 231 patients received care in the 
llospital during the preceding year. Of these 103 were surgical cases. Charity 
work amounting to $2,364.88 was done. Under the management of Rev. W. 
R. Wiley, the present efficient general superintendent and financial agent, there 
has been gratifying success in raising the necessary funds to carry on the work. 
1t is expected that the wing now under construction will be completed in a few 
months and will accommodate from forty to fifty patients. 

The management of the home and hospital is under a board of trustees con- 
sisting of twenty-five members, of whom thirteen are ministers, and twelve, 
laymen. The present officers of the board are: Rev. 0. T. Dwinell, president ; 
Dr. W. W. Wyatt, vice president; L. C. Hinckle, secretary; and C. V. Eng- 
strom, treasurer. Rev. J. \V. Pruen is auditor and Rev. W. R. Wiley, superin- 
tendent. The executive committee consists of Revs. 0. T. Dwinell, S. P. 
Archer, W. D. Evans, C. V. Engstrom, Jacob Straesser, William Taylor and L. 
C. Hinckle. 

The entire funds for  construction and support, aside from what may be 
received from paying patients, arise from donations. The board now owns a 
fine farm of m e  hundred and sixty acres near Emden, Illinois. donated for the 
purpose. 

THE FRIDAY CLUB 

The Friday Club is the oldest women's club in Peoria, having been in ex- 
istence since 1875. At that time Mrs. E. D. Hardin invited to her house a group 
of women who called themselves jokingly at first "The Tired Mother's Club." 
While they read and discussed books and magazines, their children played on 
the spacious grounds of M'rs. Hardin's home. The club is unique, for in all 
these years it has never had any officers, or any constitution or rules, yet it has 
never failed to offer a delightful literary program at its bi-monthly meetings, and 
its members, who volunteer one after another to take charge of the arrange- 
ments, are devotedly attached to its interests and to one another. Any daughter 
of a member or granddaughter (and there are granddaughters now) is entitled 
to membership as a birthright. Twenty-five has been the average membership 
and the meetings of late years have been held not at one place, but in the homes 
of the different women. The club has joined the Civic Federation and has often 
helped some specially needed cause. 

The Peoria Women's Club has been in existence since January 20, 1886, at 
which time the first little group of women assembled in response to a call issued 
by Mrs. Clara P. Bourland. 

Beginning with twenty-seven members, the club grew steadily, increasing al- 
ways in strength and usefulness, until now the membership is close to three hun- 
dred and fifty. Its objects, "mutual sympathy and counsel and united effort to- 
ward the higher civilization of humanity," were felt to be best served by dis- 
tributing the work under various departments. These are now the home and 
education, art and literature, social science and music departments. Each de- 
partment offers a number of classes for the pleasure and instruction of mem- 
bers. The home and education department has nearly always maintained a class 
in current events and for many years a large and enthusiastic travel class. Lately 
classes in domestic science and parliamentary law have been organized. The art  
and literature department has practically from the beginning of the club life ' 
given classes in the study of history, literature and arts of various countries, 
with particular attention to the study of Shakespeare's work and that of Brown- 
ing. The: Shakespeare class closes its year's work with a presentation of one 
of the master's plays, given in costume and always with much spirit and intelli- 
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gence. Recently a class in the study of modern drama has been formed. This 
department has also given a number of excellent exhibits of engravings, oil and 
water color paintings, etchingskand photographs, all of a high standard. 

The department of social science has taken an active part in many good works 
for the community. I t  set on foot the movement which eventually resulted in 

I 
the establishment of the present hospital for the insane a t  Bartonville, secured 
the passage of an ordinance prohibiting expectoration in the street cars and on 
sidewalks and the appointment of a police matron. I t  has supported a t  differ- 
ent times cooking classes for girls, a boys' club, and for a year or more, until 
the state provided a worker, paid the salary of a teacher who instructed the 
adult blind of Peoria, in reading, typewriting, etc. 

This season, 1911-12, it has given one hundred dollars toward the Detentiorl 
Home and is interested in the establishment of a separate school room for de- 
fective children. 

The music department is the only one which holds regular bi-monthly meet- 
ings. I t  has a large membership and provides most interesting programs, which, 
although prepared as studies, give great pleasure to the audiences and help to 
spread the knowledge and understanding of music. At one time the department 
had a mandolin and guitar orchestra, and for the last few years has done splen- 
did work with its Woman's Club Chorus. The class has given several concerts * I  
and is always ready to contribute its share to the club entertainments. In the 
fall of 1911 a new department, called the evening department, was formed for 
the benefit of professional and business women, whose duties prevented their 
attending the day sessions of the club. I t  meets twice a month to discuss cur- 
rent events and to enjoy a literary program at eight o'clock, after which a sup- 
per is served by the domestic science class. 

The general meetings of the club are held on the second and fourth Mondays 
of the months from October to June, the topics presented being divided among 
the interests of all departments. While the papers and addresses have been 
contributed largely by club members, there has been a steadily growing tendency 
to secure speakers from out of town, which has added variety and breadth to 
the program. The club has had lectures from Julia Jlarlowe, Frederick Ward, 
Walker Whiteside, Julia Ward Howe, Abbey Sage Richardson, Judge Lindsey, 
Jane Addams and many others equally noted, and the concert committee in addi- 
tion to the work of the music department, provided for many years a couIse 
of from three to five concerts, at which there appeared such world renowned 
artists as the members of the Kneisel and Spering Quartettes, Fritz Kreisler, 
Josef Hofman, Bloomfield Zeisler, George Hamlin, Herbert Witherspoon and 
Cecil Fanning. The joy and inspiration which such artists as these have brought 
to Peoria's people, cannot be too highly estimated and the musical life of the 
city owes a tremendous debt to the Women's Club. wl~ich has preserved the 
highest standards, no matter what the discouragements or difficulties. 

The  dramatic committee has presented many plays of interest and usually 
provides the entertainment for  Founders' Day, which is always celebrated Janu- 
ary 20th. Other special events, in charge of the social committee, are the presi- 
dent's reception to new members, given in the autumn, the informal tea and 
social half hour, which follows the monthly meetings, and the annual breakfast. 
which closes the club year in May. The first meetings of the club were herd in 
the Pettengill Seminary and thereafter at the National Hotel parlors until Janu- 
ary, 1894, when the club moved to its own building, at the corner of Madison 
and Fayette streets. The first thought had been to erect a modest building, 
adapted to club purposes only, but the need of a hall for chamber. music and 

' lectures had been so strongly urged by musicians and friends outside the club 
that the present plan, though it involved heavier responsibility, was adopted. 

Previous to this a stock company had been formed. with a capital stock of 
$25,000. The shares were placed at $10 and were chiefly taken by club mem- 
bers. The change of plan alluded to could only be effected by increasing the 
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capital stock, or by placing a mortgage upon the building. The latter course 
was preferred and the club was left, upon the completion of the building, with 
a debt of $16,000. 

Plain and substantial in design and construction, the house has demonstrated 
over and over again the wisdom of its building. I t  is free of debt and kept 
in perfect repair to date. Twice has the Peoria Women's Club been hostess, in 
her own home, to the Illinois Federation of Women's Clubs; twice has the State 
Conference of Charities found ample and convenient -hospitality under this roof. 

If, as we are told, the laws which govern the acoustics of a building are im- 
I,erfectly understood, a happy accident, it may be said, has made the music hall 
almost perfect in this respect. Numbers of great singers and players upon in- 
struinents have been enthusiastic in their expression of the ease with which they 
could play or sing in our hall. This hall, which covers the entire second floor 
will seat five hundred and twenty-five people, and is frequently rented for 
theatricals, musicals, and conventions. The lower floor has a large dining room 
and parlor, ample dressing rooms and a room for the board of directors. This 
lower floor has proved a delightful social meeting place and is in great demand 
for dances and receptions. The club possesses a number of really fine paintings 
-gifts from various members-which add much to its beauty and attractiveness. 

Mrs. Clara P. Eourland was the first president of the club and was reelected 
to this office for twenty-five years, when she resigned and the title of president 
emeritus was coilferred upon her. T o  her untirlng interest and zeal the club 
owes its home and the larger part of its prosperity. 

The club was incorporated in July, 1890, and is a member of the City, District 
and State Federations of Women's Clubs. I t  has a record of fine things accom- 
plished and plans for the future which will make it a still greater factor in the 

* betterment of civic life. 

NEW ER.4 WOMIAN'S CLUB 

This club was organized in the city of Peoria in 1892, having ten charter 
members, with Mrs. M. L. White president. 

The meetings are held semi-monthly at the home of a member. The object 
of the club, as stated in the constitution, is the improvement intellectually and 
socially of its members, but the work has been broadened, and assistance has 
been given to many worthy objects. 

The club holds membership in the Illinois Federation as also in the District 
Federation of Women's Clubs and the Civic Federation of the City of Peoria. 

There is always a banquet in mid-winter and an outing a t  the close of the 
year, to both of which the husbands 8.re invited. Next October (1912) the club 
will celebrate its twentieth anniversary. The present presiding officer is Mrs. 
Isabelle Collins. 

The Catholic Women's League was organized in February, 1894. Strictly 
speaking, it is not a woman's club; it is an organization for the general good 
and advancement of humanity in a charitable way. During the Spanish-Ameri- 
can war, great quantities of bandages, fruits and jellies were sent to the front 
by the league. - 

For many years a sewing school, then a cooking school, were maintained 
by the league at the Neighborhood House, but after a few years the need of a 
day nursery was evident and the cooking school was abandoned. The nursery, 
in charge of a competent matron, has been flourishing for the past four years. 
As manv as twentv-four children have been cared for there in a day, although 

2 

the average is about eleven. The cost of maintaining the day nursery is about 
sixty-five dollars a month. 
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The league's income is derived principally from the annual league supper, 
which takes place at the Coliseum each November. Over a thousand are served 
with supper, followed by danciqg, and the affair is always a success financially 
and socially. Another service of income is the annual Tag Day. 

The meetings are held at the Knights of Columbus hall on the first and third 
Moilday of each month. The league is connected with the Civic Federation. 

Tlle officers for 191 1-12 are: President, Mrs. John D. Carey; financial sec- 
retary, Mrs. Walter Clogston ; recording secretary, Mrs. James E. Tinan ; treas- 
urer, Mrs. Oliver J. Dolan. 

CURRENT EVENTS CLUB 

The Current Events Club was organized in January, 1896, for intellectual 
improvement and for the study of important events of the day. I t  meets every 
two weeks. Mrs.. Eva Van Tassel1 was the first president, and the present offi- 
cers are: Mrs. H. C. Linis, president; Mrs. M. L. Ducker, vice president'; Mrs. 
A. E. Giles, secretary; Mrs. J. H. Riggs, treasurer. 

The membership is limited to twenty. The club is a member of the Civic 
Federation and does its full share in assisting all the work thereof, both finan- 
cially and in other service. 

THE AULD LANG SYNE CLUB 

was organized October, 1897, at the home of Mrs. N. J. Jacquin. Mrs. 
1,ucia M. Swayze was elected president, which office she has held ever since, 
having been elected later for life. The present officers are:  Mrs. Luci-a M. 
Swayze, president; Mrs. William W. Meeker, vice president; Mrs. U. N. Clark, 
secretary; Mrs. M. M. Bassett, treasurer. 

The membership is limited to twenty-five, and is composed entirely of ladies 
who once resided in Pekin, Illinois. The main object of the organization was to 
perpetuate this friendship of former years. Meetings are held regularly on the 
second Wednesday of each month. Short n~iscellaneous programs are given, 
current events and civic problems discussed. During the past five years the 
greater part of dues collected have been donated to philanthropic institutions. 

The Peoria 'domen Teachers' Club was organized in 1897 and Miss Kate 
Rutherford was the first president. The others who have served in that capacity 
have come from all the ranks in the teaching profession: principals of schools, 
high school and grade teachers and supervisors. All have worked faithfully 
and well. The present officers are: Miss Edna Earnest, president; Miss Esther 
Szold and Miss Emma Boynton, vice presidents; Miss Margaret Mauschbach, 
recording secretary ; Miss Elizabeth Persinger, corresponding secretary ; bliss 
-1va Distler, treasurer. 

The club helps support the depot matron and helps financially an industrial 
school for  girls. I t  is a member of the Civic, District and State Federations 
and does its share in their. good works. I t  has for a number of years provided 
a fine course of lectures and entertainments for its members and friends and 
~ r o u g h t  many prominent people to Peoria. 

The College Woman's Club of Peoria was organized October 21, 1897, with 
Miss Helen Bartlett as president. Its present membership is seventy-five, and 
its officers for 1911-12 are: Miss Mary B. Blossom, president; Miss Elizabeth 
Jack, vice president; Miss Vera Hays, secretary; and Mrs. Anne Kleene, treas- 
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urer. The aim of the club is to promote college interest and to maintain a 
spirit of fellowship among its members. I t  has contributed money to and also 
sewed for several charitable organizations. This year the proceeds from a 

of lectures, which have been given from time to time, accumulated 
sufficiently to enable the club to offer a $150 scholarship to a young woman 
desiring a college education, and also to start a loan fund which may be used 
to tide college students over temporary financial difficulties. 

The North Peoria Women's Club was organized in September, 1898, its 
object being the intellectual improvement of its members, all of whom were 
11usy housewives. Its first president was Mrs. Francis M. 0. Schnebly, who 
l~eld the position for five years. The membership of the club is limited to fifty. 
-.It the present time this list is full. The club meets at the homes of its mem- 
bers fortnightly on Wednesdays, from October through May, inclusive. The 
stttdy this year comprises three of Shakespeare's plays. 

The present officers are:  Mrs. William Wex, president; Mrs. L. A. Howes, 
vice president; Mrs. William Faber, secretary-treasurer; Mrs. L. B. Follansbee, 
assistant secretary-treasurer. 

The club is a member of the Civic Federation and has always been anlong 
the first to respond when help was needed. 

WEST I31,UFF NINETEENTH CENTURY CLUB 

The West Bluff Nineteenth Century Club was organized in the summer of 
1898 for the accomplishment of a systematic course of reading and for the 
advantage offered by organization, intellectually and socially. There were 
originally thirteen members. 

The first meeting was held at the home of Mrs. Bourscheidt, Friday, July 
29, 18@. At this meeting Mrs. Bourscheidt was elected president and Mrs. 
1. D. Wick, secretary. I11 health soon compelled Mrs. Bourscheidt to resign 
and Mrs. Heffner was elected. The membership has increased to twenty. This 
year Mrs. Clara L. Johnston is president; Mrs. W. W. Dewey, vice president; 
1~1rs. Charles Klepinger, secreiary; Mrs. E. T. Grady, referee; and Mrs. C. B. 
JIartin, treasurer. The club is a member of the Civic Federation and supports 
the federation actively in all work proposed. 

OUTLOOK CLUB 

The Outlook Club was organized in 1898, with twelve charter members. 
The objects of this club are, by union, "to promote the happiness .and usefulness 
of its members and to create a center of enjoyment, friendship and culture." 

The Outlook Club affiliated with the District Federation in 1901. I t  also 
is represented in the Civic Federation of Peoria, and through. this organization 
does more or less charitable and philanthropic work. The club numbers twenty- 
four ~nenlbers at the present time and the topic for study this year (1912) is 
"America Today." 

The present officers are:  President, Mrs. S. R. Quigley; vice president, Mrs. 
A. N. Dunseth; secretary and treasurer, Mrs. R. T. May; critic, Mrs. G. A. 
Parkhurst ; journalist, Miss M. E. Whitaker, 

THE RESEARCH CLUB 

Fourteen years ago some ladies decided to form a club whose object should 
be the careful study of current events and the discussion of literary and scien- 
tific questions which entailed considerable research. The Research Club was the 
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result of that decision. The members have lived up to the club's motto: "From 
, each according to her ability; to each according to her needs." 

The club colors are pink and white. The carnation is the club flower and 
the active membership is limited to thirty. Meetings are held every alternate 
Friday a t  the residences of members. 

The officers for the season of 1911-12 are: President, Georgie Niebuhr; 
vice president, Cleo Earbour ; recording secretary, Edith Frye ; corresponding 
secretary, Florence Merrill ; treasurer, Katherine Wheeler ; critic, Drusilla 
Daily; treasurer of flower fund, Carrie Allison. 

The club is a member of the Civic Federation, contributes annually to the 
support of the truant officers' work and has also given to many other philan- 
tl.~ropic enterprises. 

The colored Women's Aid Club was organized in May, 1899, by Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Lindsay Davis, of Chicago, and Mrs. B. Y. George, of Elmwood; also 
Mrs. Franklin Hall, formerly of Peoria. The object was charity alone when 
first organized, but since then it has branched out and is helping along all lines 
of philanthropy and civic improvement. 

The club has made arrangements for the purchase of a lot on Globe street, 
and as soon as a sufficient amount of the purchase price has been paid, it is 

I 
earnestly desired, by the members, that improvement of the property, in the 
erection of a suitable building, will soon be started, so as to meet the needs 
and demands of the colored people. 

This club is incorporated under the state laws and has a membership of about 
forty-five. The officers: President, Ida Savage; vice president, Melvina Cotton; 
secretary, Sarah Sheppard; assistant secretary, Effie Harper; treasurer, Sarah 
Floyd. 

The idea of a club for a limited area of the West %luff originated with 
Miss Julia Arnold Kempshall. Mrs. E. 0. Sisson, wife of the first dean of 
1:radley Polytechnic Institute, was persuaded to give it her support, and on 
January 2, 1901, the club was organized at her home. The first regular meeting 
was held on January 15th and Miss Julia Kempshall became the first president. 

The club was not named until February 20, 1901, when, at the home of Mrs. 
Sisson, the name As You Like It, was chosen as most appropriate, because of 
the peculiar character of the organization. Its members are required to have 
residence within a certain restricted area, and must be voted in by secret ballot. 
The basis of membership is ability and willingness to share in the work of the 
club. The membership is limited to thirty. 

The present officers are :  President, Mrs. William J. Ealzer; vice president, , hlrs. Hugh Weston; secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Luther C. Hinckle. 
For the year 1912 the study is on the Growth and Development of the Mid- 

dle West. The club's meetings are held on the first and third Wednesdays from 
October to June. In addition to study topics the club is interested in civic 
problems and is ready and willing to aid in any undertaking that has for its 
object a better and more beautiful Peoria. I t  is a member of the Civic Federa- 
tion. 

The Peoria Mothers' Club was organized January IS ,  1904, its object being 
to promote a higher and more perfect standard of motherhood among its mem- 
bers. The seven charter members were Mrs. Charles A. Bennett, Mrs. W. H. 
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packard, Mrs. RI. C. Fritts, Mrs. W. F. Raymond, Mrs. S. G. Lutz and Mrs. 
C. S. Van Deusen. The club has since grown to a membership of thirty-five 

bas joined the Illinois Congress of Mothers. In addition to their object 
of increasing their own efficiency in the home and studying the methods which 
will best develop the physical, intellectual and spiritual nature of their children, 
they l~ave  given special attention to child welfare in a broader sense, also to 
women in industry. Through their efforts the children's rooms, in connection 
wit11 the public library, were opened, and the Child Welfare League organized. 
This league which has only just commenced its activities (summer of 1912). 
is preparing to establish branches in every school and will meet a great need 
it1 Peoria by extending the spirit of true motherhood and fatherhood into the 
community life. I t  is a member of the Civic Federation. 

The present officers are: President, Mrs. Rudolph Pfeiffer; vice president, 
1 Mrs. F. P. Lewis; secretary, Mrs. C. E. Goss; assistant secretary, Mrs. Hugh 
/ \Veston; treasurer, Mrs. J. F. Cooper. 

I The Peoria Women's Civic Federation was organized in April, 1905, and 

I 

I 

I was the outgrowth of a concerted effort on the part of Peoria club women to 
secure a truant officer for the city. The nineteen clubs who requested the 
school board to appoint such an officer accomplished by the combining of forces 
what individual clubs had tried in vain to do. Thereafter each agreed to send 
its president and two other delegates to a monthly meeting and to unite in all 
work for civic betterment. 

The first officers were: Mrs. Julia P. White, president; Mrs. J. A. Black, 
vice president ; Mrs. Minnie A. Fritts, secretary ; and Mrs. A. B. Fink, treasurer. 

From the first the federation took a very active interest in the juvenile court 
work, then just beginning in Peoria, and the members assigned to a Juvenile 
Court Committee acted as voluntary probation officers until the county was 
able to appoint a paid official. The need of a county detention home, as  a 
supplement to the juvenile court work, very soon became apparent, but after 
long and arduous work on the part of the Detention Home Committee, it was 
found impossible to combine the city and county forces and neither alone was 
willing to erect the home. The committee then succeeded in having the legisla- 
ture pass a law which permits each county in the state to submit to its voters 
the matter of levying a special tax for such a home. Other financial burdens, 
however, lay heavily upon Peoria county and have made it seem unwise to 
submit the proposition so far. In  the autumn of 1911 the need became so great, 
steps were taken td  arrange for a temporary detention home, the rent of a 
building having been donated for a three year period by the Peoria Betterment 
Association. The federation agreed to remodel the building if the county would 
maintain the home, and under its president, Mrs. Julia Starr, raised $1,119.79 
for this purpose. The home was opened in April, 1912, but the federation will 
not rest satisfied until a permanent detention home built for the specific purpose 
is established. 

Very valuable work is being done by the Dorcas Committee, organized in 
December, 1907, which maintains a weekly sewing class at the Neighborhood 
House throughout the school year. Here women are taught to mend and darn, 
to make new garments and remodel old ones. Their time is counted worth 
fifteen cents an hour and is paid for in the finished garments. or shoes, hats, 
etc., if desired. This work was started to assist the truant officer who says it 
has, in that district, practically done away with the excuse that children cannot 
go to school because they have not proper clothing. 

The Garden Committee, in the spring of 1907, gave seeds to a number of 
school children in the crowded districts and later prizes for the garden showing 
the best care and results. In  1908-9 two large, vacant lots in opposite ends of 
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the city were divided into small squares and apportioned to children interested. 
Many valuable lessons in manners and morals, as well as gardening, were given, 
and many a home was supplied bountifully with vegetables, but the work was 
greatly hampered by the lack 6f a worker who could give his or her whole time 
to it and must wait for the best results until such a one can be hired. 

The various committees, such as  the Saloon and Cigarette, Garbage, Clean 
City and Public Health, have each worked hard along the lines indicated by 
their names, but each has in the end bumped hard into city ordinances, boards 
of health or state laws and has found in the bumps unanswerable arguments in 
favor of woman's suffrage. 

The federation assists materially in putting the kindergartens into the public 
school system and in securing later in placing the salaries of kindergartners on 
an equality with other teachers. Through its efforts a curfew law was adopted, 
which has proved an effective weapon in many cases, and would be a greater 
one if all policemen had the training of probation officers and realized the bene- 
fits of keeping children under sixteen off the streets in the evening. Members 
of the educational committee have given talks on social hygiene to the mothers 
in public school meetings and elsewhere and have awakened a greater interest 
in this vital question among the teachers of the city. The federation cooperates 
with the Y. W. C. A. in supporting a "traveler's aid" and has from time to 
time raised substantial sums of money for various charities. 

The federation now includes twenty-nine societies-literary and philan- 
thropic organizations and those connected with churches. In  November, 1911, it 
became a member of the National Municipal League. Its meetings are held in 
the Peoria Women's Club building (through the courtesy of that club), and at 
each one reports are given by the truant officer, the probation officer and the 
police matron, and as often as possible by the woman in charge of the traveler's 
aid work and the representatives of various philanthropic organizations. The 
meetings are thus a means of keeping the clubs in touch with each other's work 
and acquainting all with the preventative and corrective work of city and county 
officials. Throughout its, existence the federation has been a constantly in- 
creasing force for good and has demonstrated again and again the power which 
comes from united effort. 

PEORIA CHAPTER, DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

June 14, 1896 (Flag Day) fourteen ladies, descendants of Revolutionary 
sires met at the home of Miss Caroline Montgomery Rice, and organized the 
first Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, in Peoria. Miss 
Rice being Regent by appointment of the National Society D. A. R., the other 
necessary officers 'were elected, and Peoria Chapter took her place ready for 
earnest effort along the lines designated by the general purposes of the order. 
America was sung, and all present united in the Lord's prayer, thus a t  the first 
meeting adopting an order of exercises which has never since been omitted. A 
paper was read on "The origin and evolution of our Flag," which naturally led 
to the singing of the Star Spangled Banner, before adjournment. 

Of the next meeting we will use the words of the historian, Mrs. Esther T. 
Ellis: "June 30, a meeting was held at the home of Mrs. Lucie E. Tyng for the 
express purpose of giving each member opportunity to relate the heroic deeds 
of her Revolutionary Ancestors. 

Some very interesting stories were told. W e  have a different interest in the 
occupation of New York when we know that our own grandfathers, and great 
wrandfathers were in it, and we apprehend with a keener sympathy the suffer- ? 
ings of the soldiers at Valley Forge, when they are related by some one whose 
grandfather told her the harrowing tale, out of his own experience; and it gives 
one a curious sense of kinship to find that we and our neighbors had each an 
ancestor who lived in the same town and served under the same captain. The 
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,tudy of history was continued and each new member admitted to the society 
brought a fresh chapter. Lineage was traced to heroic men and brave women 
and we have in our archives unpublished records which will some day have a 
place in the pages of history which the children of the future will delight to 
review. 

June 10, 102, Peoria Chapter unveiled, near Wesley City, a monument 
marking the site of Fort Creve Coeur. The tablet deeply cut in the fine red 
boulder contained the inscription 

Fort Creve Coeur 
I 680 

Peoria Chapter D. A. R. 
June 14 

1902 .  

JIr. Charles J. Off deeded the land, upon which the monument is placed, to the 
Peoria Chapter. 

May 25, 1908, the site of Fort Clark was rescued from oblivion by placing a 
11rotlze tablet suitably inscribed, jipon the walls of the Gas and Electric building 
in Peoria, said building having been placed upon the spot where the old fort 
had stood. 

The Daughters of American Revolution are first of all a memorial and 
I~istorical society, but are much more than that. We seek not only to keep 
alive the patriotism of our Revolutionary fathers, but we take an interest in the 
laudable work of the present. W e  have helped to build every memorial structure 
in our city; time and labor and inoney were freely given for the comfort of our 
brave boys during the Spanish war. 

M'e have given prizes to stimulate the study of Anlerican history in our 
schools, and could point to many institutions in our midst to which we have 
gladly contributed. The Stars and Stripes have waved from more than one 
flagstaff because we have had our eyes turned to the future. I t  is a part of 
our work to fit for good citizenship those to whom will be committed the future 
destinies of our country and we must inculcate lessons of patriotism, and 
foster the love of our country and her flag. 

Peoria chapter is but a small part of a very large national society with 
headquarters in Washington, D. C. With a membership of eighty thousand, 
it is the largest society known which is comprised of women only. 

As a nlernorial monument, Continental Hall has been built at Washington 
and the chapter at Peoria has contributed freely toward the five hundred 
thousand dollars which it has cost to build and furnish this beautiful building 

\Ve now number one hundred and fifteen members. Our membership has 
been depleted by death, removal and withdrawal, yet there is a steady increase 
in our number. 

We have had one real daughter-Mrs. Lydia Moss Bradley-so well known 
for her munificent gifts to Peoria and Bradley Polytechnic school-a worthy 
daughter of a worthy sire. 

X children's chapter D. A. R. was organized with sixteen members, some 
of those who were cl~ildren when they first had membership are almost old 
enough to be transferred to the daughters. 

Some day all the historic sites will have been marked, and all the monu- 
ments builded, but loyal American women will continue to find work to do 
for God and home and native land. 

The ladies who have given efficient service to Peoria chapter as regents, are: 
bliss Caroline hl. Rice, Mrs. Lucie B. Tyng, Mrs. Joseph Elder, Mrs. R. F. Ellis, 
Mrs. Henry Mansfield, Mrs. John W. Rowcliff, Mrs. John I. Black, Mrs. Robt. 
S. Waddell, Mrs. Julius S. Starr, Mrs. George T. Page." 

T11e above article was kindly contributed by Clara Knowles Woolf. his- 
torian of Peoria chapter. 
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FRATERNAL ORDERS 

Free Masonry has a strong; following in Peoria and throughout the county. 
The membership is steadily increasing as the years go by and, as tlze personnel 
is par excellence, as morality and good citizenship go, the order's prosperity 
keeps pace with its influence and it is today the most affluent fraternal society 

i 
in existence. 

I 
In Peoria the memhers of the various lateral lodges of the main order are 

composed of men and women of the highest standing both in the broadest mean- 
Ing of the word society and in financial circles. This condition has made ~t 
possible for the Masons of  Peoria to erect, in the past few years, two of the 
handsomest and most expensive temples in the state of Illinois. 

In the year 1900, the main lodge purchased the old Universalist church pro- 
perty, on Main street, between Perry and Glendale, paying for the same the sum 
of $20,000. The interior of the building was remodeled and it was used for 
lodge purposes. Later the front of the church building was cut off, a new face 
of ornamental Bedford stone was attached and with other improvements the 
remodeled structure, showing Grecian lines of architecture, brought the cost 
of the new temple up to $40,000. Including the cost of the lot and furniture, 
the lodge spent about $60,000. 

In  recent years the "Shriners" ranks have greatly enlarged by pilgrims de- 
sirous of trailing with them over the hot, arid sands of the mighty desert and to 
give them sanctuary and tentage a unique, but beautiful, temple was erected on 
Monroe street, between Fayette and Hamilton, in the year 1910, at a cost of 
$133,000. The front of this structure is designed after the ancient Egyptian 
temples and the vast auditorium is arranged to resemble a hippodrome and 
seats 1,600 people. The building is one of the show places of the city. 

PEORIA LODGE, NO. I j , A .  F. & .\. M. 

In September, 1840, ten masons, residing in the city of Peoria, met for con- 
sultation and made application to the grand lodge for dispensation to organize 
a lodge in this city. This was granted January 3? 1842, and Samuel H. Davis 
was named as worshipful master, A. 0. Garrett, senior warden and John King, 
junior warden. A charter was granted December 24, 1842, and the lodge was 
named Peoria Lodge, KO. 15. From the start the organization has prospered. 

This lodge was organized October 26, 1846. The first officers were: George 
T. Metcalfe, W. M.; John C. Heyle, S. W.; W. F. Bryan, J. PV.; John King, 
Treas. ; Elwood Andrew, Sec. 

PEORIA CHAPTER, NO. 7, R. A. M. 

Peoria Chapter, No. 7, Royal Arch Masons, was chartered at Columbus, Ohio, 
by the grand chapter of the United States. September 17, 1847, with Samuel 
H. Davis, Peter Sweat, William Hale, Augustus 0. Garrett, John Slye, Eldricli 
Smith, John E. Dixon, Nathaniel Chapin, Jonathan Reed. John McDougal, John 
Comstock and Alexander Rogers as charter members. The first high priest 
was Samuel H. Davis. 

PEORIA COMMANDERY, NO. 3, I<. T 

Peoria Commandery, No. 3, Knights Templar, was chartered September IS. 
1856, with eight charter members, namely, Clark B. Stebbins, Charles G, Eggle- 
ston, W. L. Crane, William Fenn, William E. Cook, Andrew Bowman, N. B. 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 437 

Curtis and John C. Heyle. The first officers were: Henry L. Gaines, E. C.; 
Clark B. Stebbins, G.; Isaac Underhill, C. G. ; A. 0. Garrett, P.; William A. 
Thrush, S. W.; D. S. Thompson, J. W.; William E. Mason, Treas.; Lewis 
Keyon, Rec. 

This lodge was chartered October 6, 1858, and the first officers were: Stephen 
1-1. Eurnett, W. M.; Alfred Freeman, S. W.;  David M. Cummings, J. W. The 
charter inembers were: Joseph W. Brooks, Thomas Bryant, S. H. Eurnett, 
Octave Chanute, David M. Cummings, Alfred Freeman, Henry L. Gaines, 
jollathan Hancock, Uriel H. Kellogg, Henry Nolte, Joseph W. Parish, \V. 
i4owell Robinson, David T. N. Sanderson, A. T. Stewart, Thomas A. Smythe, 
D. S. Thompson, William Augustus Thrush. Henry M. Van .Buskirk and Ben- 
jamin P. Van Court. 

Septenlber IS, 1859, a meeting of the German Masons of Peoria was helrl 
to consider the plan of organizing a lodge, whose meetii~gs should be conducted 
in their native language. A charter was granted October 3, 1860. The organizers 
were: Abraham Frank, H. N. Frederick, Louis Furst, Charles E. Gillig, Alex- 
ander Jakelfalusy, C. Koenig, Simon Lyon, Julius G. Lueder, Frederick &loun- 
ighoff, Friedrick Muller, John N. Niglas, John G. Peck, Albert Potthoff, E n d  
Quinke, Karl F. Rotterman, Moritz Rosenblatt, August Schulz, L. Seligman, 
Godfrey Stiehl, EIcnry Ullman, Leopold Wolf, Casper Odewald, Justus E. Fleck. 

I The first officers were Albert Potthoff, W. M.;  Henry UIlman, S. IV.; August 
Schulz, J. IV. ; Abraham Frank, Treas.; J. N. Niglas, Sec. 

PEORI.\ COUNCIL, NO. 11, R. & S. M. 

Peoria Council of Royal and Select Masons was organized March 21, 1862. 
and the first officers were: Augustus 0. Garrett, thrice illustrious master; Wil- 
ber McICaig, deputy illustrious master; W. M. Dodge, principal conductor of 
work : Jacob Darst, treasurer; Lewis Keyon, recorder; Thomas H. Smythc, 
captain of the guard. A charter was granted October 10. 1862, and the first 
officers .installed under the charter were: Augustus 0. Garrett, thrice illustrious 
master; James E. Prescott, deputy illustrious master; IV. M. Dodge, principal 
conductor of work; Thomas A. H. Smythe, captain of the guard; Jacob Darst, 
treasurer; Lewis Keyon, recorder. 

;\NCIENT ACCEPTED SCOT'rISII RITE 

Four separate bodies constitute this branch of the order, having judisdictior~ 
of the advanced degrees of Masonry, namely: ( I )  Grand Lodge of Perfection, 
which confers degrees from the 4th to the 14th; (2) Cobncil of Princes of 
Jerusalem, embracing two degrees, the historical and traditional grades; (3)  
Chapter of Rose Croix, having jurisdiction of two degrees, the doctrinal and 
Christian grades; and (4) Consistory of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret. 
which confers the chivalric and philosophic grades from the 19th to the 32d. 
The order was organized under charter granted to Yates City, Illinois, February 
25 ,  1867; in February, 1869, the first meeting was held in Peoria, and in 1874 
the name was changed to Peoria Consistory, Valley of Peoria. 

Central City Chapter, No. 42, Order of the Eastern Star, was organized 
August 19, 1872, with the followiilg charter members: Willis Y. Francis, Sarah 
J. Francis, Josephine Francis, S. P. Cumming, Martha A. Cumming, Joseph 
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I-Iazzard, Addie Hazzard, Charles Robinson, Sena Robinson, D. B. Allen, Sarah 
Allen, Crosby White, Mary J. White, William Entwistle, Ann Entwistle, Mary 
A. Entwistle, James Bennett, Mary J. Bennett, George L. Bean, Lute E. Bean, 
John A. Bush and wife, Ralfih Wolfe, Henry S. Ottenheimer, Frank Baily, B 1 
R. Mann, Marion A. Mann, C. H. Rice, Elvira Rice, Charles Brockett and Clara 
Brockett. The first officers were: Martha A. Cumming, W. M.; Willis Y. Fran- 1 
cis, W. P.; Josephine Francis, A. M.; Marion A. Mann, Sec.; Ellza Mann, 
Treas. 

ELECTA CHAPTER, NO. 175, O. E. S. 

Electa Chapter, No. 175, Order of the Eastern Star, was organized April 16, 
1891, with fourteen charter members as follows: Mrs. Helen Eastman, Mrs. 
Arvilla Cole, Joseph M. Cole, Albert Snyder, James A. Hutchinson, Mrs. Allie 
Hutchinson, D. John Forbes, Mrs. Nettie Hoover, Dr. I. L. Hoover, B. H. 
Potter, Mrs. Gressa Potter, Henry Grey, Joseph Elder and Mrs. Amelia Elder. 

MOHAMMED TEMPLE OF THE MYSTIC SHRINE 

The Mohammed Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, 
was organized August 11, 1893, with the following officers: Sylvester 0. Spring, 
illustrious potentate; Seth F. Haskins, chief rabban; George F. Henthorne, as- 
sistant rabban ; J. W. Sessions, high priest and prophet; H. J. Graham, oriental 
guide; D. H. Tripp, treasurer; W. LV. Wallace, recorder. 

HENRY BROWN LODGE, NO. 22, A: F. & A. M. 

Henry Brown Lodge, KO. 22, A. F. & A. M. (colored), was organizetl in 
1877, with thirty charter members. 

This is one of the oldest Masonic lodges in Peoria county, having been 
organized August 29, 1851. The first officers were: Daniel McCook, W. M.; 
E. J. Jones, S. W . ;  A. L. Fahnestock, J. W.; John W. Robbins, Sec.; Samuel 
Reyno, S. D.; James Styles, J. D. A charter was obtained October 6, 1851, and 
under this the first officers elected were: E. J. Jones, W. M. ; J. W. Robbins, 
S. W.; Guy Campbell, J. W . ;  Daniel McCook, Sec.; Isaiah Dubois, Treas.; Eli 
Taylor, tyler. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON LODGE, NO. 222, A. F. S: A. M. 

The first meeting of George Washington Lodge, a t  Chillicothe, Illinois, was 
held January 12, 1856, and on the 7th of October of that year a charter was 
granted, the first members being: William McLean, H.  A. Raney, Latham A. 
Wood, D. B. McMaster, Samuel C. Jack, Nathaniel Chapman and Hiram 
Goodsell. The first officials were: William McLean, W. M.; H. A. Raney, S. 
W.; Cyrus Reed, J. W.; Henry Truitt, Treas.; J. F.  Thomas, Sec.; E. C. 
Sprague, tyler. 

This society was organized a t  Elmwood, under a charter issued October 
I ,  1861, Ira A. W. Buck officiating as grand master. There were twenty-six 
charter members, including the following: Hugh Armson, C. G. Eggleston, &f. 
R. H. Mase, A. Hull, P. H. Hopkins, N. D. Jay, L. H. Kerr, J. E. Knable, 
W. H. Kellogg, Benjamin Hillis, J. J. Lowe, John Mortz, Ephraim Marshall, 





HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 439 

J, E. Riner, Harrison Steele, N. M. Swisher, George W. Smith, Philip Snyder, 
J. H. Truax, A. N. Wilcox, A. J. Wiley, H. H. Wood. The first officers were: 
L. H. Kerr, W. M.;  J. E. Knable, S. W.; Lewis Corbin, J W. 

The first meeting of this lodge was held February 3, 1876, the following 
persons being present: Dr. John Gillette, Amos Edwards, N. H. Silliman, John 
C. Wood, B. C. Vaughn, W. H. Cassity, C. J. Haller, and William Stickler. 
The charter was received October 28th of that year. The charter members in 
addition to those above named were: John Carr, A. Heaverin and J. V. H. 
Robinson. The first officers elected were: Dr. John Gillette, W. M.; Amos 
Edwards, S. W.; A. H. Silliman, J. W.;  B. C. Vaughn, Sec. ; J. C. Wood, Treas.; 
W. H. Cassity, S. D. ; C. J. Haller, J. D.; William Stickler, tyler. 

This lodge was organized August 25, 1860, but did not receive a charter 
until October 1st of the following year. The charter members were: Levi 
Lapham, W. S. Bates, David Fast, Sr., David Fast, Jr., George W. Scott, Shel- 
don Rilea, A. A. Fast, Rev. J. S. Millsapps, Charles G. Taylor, M. M. Blan- 
chard, Henry De Bord, John L. Blanchard. The first officers were: Levi 
Lapham, W. M. ;  W. S. Bates, S. W.; David Fast, Jr., J. W.; David Fast, 
r.,  rea as.; George W. Scott, Sec.; Sheldon Rilea, S. D.;  A. A. Fast, J. D, 

COLUMBIA LODGE, NO. 21, I. 0. 0. F. 

The pioneer lodge of Odd Fellows was organized in Peoria in 1846, and 
named Columbia Lodge, No. zr, being instituted on the 8th of December of that 
year. The originators of the movement were John Payne, Samuel S. Easton, 
Francis A. McNeil, John Wham, John M. Law, and E. S. Anderson, all of 
whom are now deceased. The first members received into the new lodge were 
H. A. Foster, Herman E. Elakely, Robert P. Taylor and James L. Fash. The 
first officers elected were: John M. Law, N. G.; John Payne, V. G.; H. A. 
Foster, Sec.; Samuel S. Easton, Treas. 

.This order was instituted February 7, 1850, P. C. P. Burns officiating. The 
charter members were: A. R. Gardner, W. H. Davis, John Anderson, H. A. 
Foster, N. Boilvin, A. B. Fash, H. S. Austin, J. h1. Law, James Stewart, 
Onslow Peters. E. N. Powell, Charles Fisher, H. G. Weston, Horace G. Ander- 
son, George C. Bestor. The first officers elected were: J. M. Law, C. P. ; 
Horace G. Anderson, H. P.; E. N. Powell, S. W.; H. A. Foster, Sec.; John 
Anderson, Treas; Chas. Fisher, J. W. ;  George C. Bestor, guard; A. N. Boilvin, 
sentinel. 

FORT CLARK LODGE, NO. 1 9 ,  I. 0. 0. I?. 

This lodge was instituted in Peoria July 7, 1852, and is .the outgrowth of 
Columbia Lodge. I t  had fourteen'charter members, as follows: Henry S. Aus- 
tin, Alexander Bishop, Matthew W. McReynolds, Nathaniel C. Nasotl, Samuel 
P. Hazzard, John H. Hall, Edward L. Norton. Lorin G. Pratt, John Warner, 
Tilman Wagener, Abram Beard, S. L. Moses, Robert P. Hamilton and B. C. 
Sweeney. 
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WESTERN LODGE, NO. 295, I. 0. 0. F. 

This lodge was instituted in Peoria on the 27th of March, 1861, with six- 
teen charter members: Jacob Lorentz, William Miller, M. A. Ruppelius, M. 
Pfeiffer, Jacob Riehm, Charles S. Soupe, Henry Englebad, John Tajden, Henry 
A. Bush, F. C. Heinzen, A. Schrader, Charles Breier, Henry Bruse, John 
Wagoner, Louis Euchholz, Philip Bender. The first officers were: Jacob Lor- 
entz, N. G.; H .  A. Bush, V. G.; F. C. Heinzen, Rec. Sec.; William Miller, 
Per. Sec.; Philip Bender, Treas. 

HOPPNUXG ENCAMPMENT, NO. 155, I. 0. 0. F, 

This lodge was instituted May 22, 1874, with six charter members: I-Tenry 
A. Eush, Philip Auer, Philip Stiller, Philip Griebel, George Philip Reichardt, 
and William Miller. The first officers were: Philip Auer, C. P. ; Henry A. Bush, 
13. P. ; Philip Stiller, S. W. ; William Miller, S. ; G. P. Reicharclt, Treas. ; and 
Rageth Joos, J. W. At the first meeting the following members were initiated: 
Henry Kriger, Philip Kamerer, A. Siedle, Henry A. Hurst ancl Charles Rojahn. 

Cr\NTON WILDEY, NO. 4, PATRIARCHS MILITANT 

This society was organized December 30, 1885, with the followiilg charter 
members: Tohn Jones, E. M. Clark, John Wagner, Charles D. Brainard, A. F. 
Gable, A. k. Davis, Henry Detieiller, R. Joos, Jacob Hoffman. 0. F. Fogel- 
mark, Nathan Gumbiner, F. H. Eorris, Philip Auer, L. H. Sullivan, John A. 
Eush L. M. Erockett, Henry Oldridge, George H. Fash, F. N. Hester, W. C. 
Zigler, Peter Eickett, Louis Hoffman, J. T. Mains, C. W. Cram. The first 
officers were: George H. Fash, commandant; C. D. Erainard, lieutenant; F. N. 
Hester, ensign ; John Jones, clerk ; Philip Auer; accountant ; E. M. Clark stand- 
ard bearer; Jacob Hoffman, guard: R. Joos, sentinel; John Wagner, picket. 

This lodge was instituted in Peoria, June 10, 1891, with a charter member- 
ship of 62. 

PEORIA\ REI3EICAH LODGE, NO. I I3 

I n  the late '70s a few faithful and energetic Odd Fellows who had received 
the Rebekah degree in the subordinate lodge, banded together and organized 
themselves into a society called The Benevolent Society of the Daughters of 
Rebekah. They worked under this name until a charter was obtained when the 
name was changed to Peoria Rebekah Lodge, No. 113. The following persons 
were charter members: L. M. Erockett, E. C. Eond, J. B. Doolittle, Philip 
Smith, Nathan Crutchfield, Jacob D. Long, L. R. Eergstrand, J. 13. Wagner, 
J. W.  Herkardt, D. C. Frazer, N. C. Nason, Philip Griebel, John G. Lawrence, 
Mrs. E. B. Bond, Mrs. Hannah Bond, Mrs. J. R. Crtltcl~field. Mary Doolittle, 
Mrs. M. J. Cragen, Mrs. E. M. Eergstrand, Mrs. 14. E. Carmichael, Mrs. J. 
W. Herkardt, Anna D. Nason and Mrs. &I. Griebel. February 9, 1881, the 
first election of officers was held as follows: Philip Smith, N. G.; Mrs. M. J. 
Cragen, V. G.; Hannah Bond, Sec.; Mary Doolittle, Treas.; Mrs. E. RI. Cerg- 
strand, warden; Mrs. J. B. Crutchfield, conductor; Mrs. E. B. Eond, chaplain. 
During the first year the membership was increased from 23 to 67 members, 
and in a short time ranked anlong the first lodges of its kind in the state. 

ELEANOR REBEKAH LODGE, NO. 335 

This lodge was organized April ro, 1894, and was named in honor of Mrs. 
Eleanor Jones, a former member of the Rebekah Auxiliary. She received the 
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Rebekah degree in 1856, five years after its presentation and adoption by the 
sovereign grand lodge but some time before the chartered Rebekah lodges were 
organized. She passed away April 30, 1889. The lodge began its career with 
117 members, the first officers elected being: N. G., Rfrs. Anna Asp ; V. G., 
;\liss Gertrude Dill ; Rec. Sec., Mrs. Jennie Morris ; Fin. Sec., Mrs. Anna E. 
Hainmatt ; Treas., Mrs. Helen Davis ; warden, Mrs. Sarah Shurts ; conductor, 
Mrs. Ada Lyman ; chaplain, Mrs. Roxy A. Bradley. 

KNIGHTS 01; PYTHIAS 

Calantl~e Lodge, S o .  47 Knights of Pythias, was organized 1Iarch 24, 1874, 
with the following charter menhers: Jefferson Dunn, Adan1 H. Wiltz, Kathaniel 
C. Sason, Isaac C. Edwards, Creighton C. Coffinberry. Jaines A. Jeffries, George 
S. Wallter, Jr., LVilliain A. Hunter, John A. Hudson, John C. Weidenham, Wil- 
liam U. Vance. JVilliam F. Smith, J. H. Smith and Sanluel R. Baker. From 
the beginning Calanthe Lodge has had a steady growth until the present mem- 
bership is about 300. The present officers are: C. C., Frank Harbers; 17. C., 
0. W. Olson; Prelate, Charles Eberle; &I. of W., IY. G, Earthell; Asst. 31. of 
W., I>. L. Weiss; I<. of R. Ss S., Charles Geiger; 31. of F., G. C. Randall; 31. 
of E., I;. 31. Holloway ; 31. of A., A. P. Livengood; 1. G., Le Grand King; 0. 
G., F. R. Shoff; Musician, D. E. Conigisky; Trustees, J. G. Kasjens, F. C. Bid- 
dlecornb and M. G. Kewman; Grand Representative, W. H. Moore. 

'This lodge was organized October 23, IQI, with the follo~ving charter 
members: S. K. Hatfield, 0. D. Evans, W. H. P. Dickson, Charles R. Warner, 
kV. V. Tefft, Charles D. Brainard; C. T. Page. A. V. Thomas, Leslie Kramm, 
F. R. Eckard, L. A. Turner, R. M. Scanland, B. M. Ross, Frank Johnson, W. 
P. T&'alker, W. bl. Lyons, R. L. Sammis, C. J. Sammis, G. IV. Scott. E. C. 
Coffey, J. 11. Allen, C. C. Clarke, J. G. lleister, MI. L. Pierce, F C. White. F. 
C. Cook, IV. A. Singet-, Warren Sutliff, F. K. Lyons. i V .  P. Day, L. 1'. Tucker, 
T .  11. Powell, Charles S. Duke, 11. Whiting, \V. 1. Slemtnons, Robert hlcCor- 
iniclc, E. 1. Case, R. A. Du Mars, R. D. 1lcDougal. I. C. Pinkney, W. C. Foster, 
Wesley Pennar, F. J .  Soldan, T. A. Slarteaney, I;. H. Helm, George .A. Dite- 
wig, E. J. Graves, bV. l i .  \Lrallace, A. J. Tapping, I\'. H. Day, FV. G. Putnam, 
Charles P. IVatsotl, H. R. Smith, J. 31. Cole and C. L. Crawford. 

The present membership is 162. The present officials are: C. C.. Hemp 
Eken ; 1'. C., F. C. Reid ; P., G. Ogden ; If. of W., L. Voelkers ; K. of R. & S., 
I\7illiam P. 1-ady; M. of F., J. H. Albers; M. of E., L. \V. 3iloorehouse; 31. of 
A.,. George 17icary; I. G.. William Williams; 0. G., James Fryman; Represen- 

I 
tative to Grand Lodge, George B. Sucher. 

This lodge was organized February 3, 1888, with the following charter mem- 
hers: C. 141. Robinson, C. S. Easton, E. H. D. Couch, L. Sandyluski, J. C. 
Lewis, F. A. R. 3larsden. J. A. White, F. E. Howland. E. 14. Schnehley, H. S. 
Rice, S. 1'. Sholl. H. J. Rogers, H. A. Scott, J. J. D. Furry, W. F. \-an Doon, 
S. E. LVilkinson, C. E. Pemble, A. A. Goedecke, G. 147. Schnebley, Jr., G. C. 
Pettit. The present membership is 256. 

The present officers are: C. C., L. S. J'lTilson; V. C., G. T. Klein; P., E. L. 
Kiddoo; & I .  of W., IY. P. Conrad; K. of R. P: S., J. L. Kent; 111. of F.. E. H. 
Keas; M. of E.. C. F. Hixson; M. a t  A.. T. IV. Read; I. G., C. F. Vail: 0. G., 
S. R.  Brown; Trustees, J. H. Marshall, Otto Grahs and E. S. Eaves; Rep. to 
Grand 1-odge, J. I,. Kent. 
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VICTOR LODGE, NO. 370, K. P. 

This lodge meets each Wednesday a t  317-23 S o ~ t h  Adams street. 

THE KNIGHTS O F  KHORASSAN 

The Knights of Khorassan are appended to the Knights of Pythias as the 
"Shriners" are to the NIasonic order; that is, by requiring that applicants shall 
be Knights of Pythias, should they desire to join in the jollifications. 

The present officers are : Walter Williams, R. V. ; James Daugherty, G. E.; 
Secretary, E. C. Groninger. The order meets a t  317-23 South Adams street. 

MODERN WOODMEN O F  AMERICA 

The Modern Woodmen camps are organizations strictly beneficial, the head 
office or supreme camp being located at Rock Island, Illinois. There are in the 
city of Peoria six camps and one in the adjoining village of Averyville. Of 
the camps in Peoria, Charter Oak Camp, No. 87 is the pioneer. I t  was or- 
ganized April I ,  1885, and now has a membership of nearly 1,400, the second 
largest in the state. This camp meets each Friday evening at No. 317 South 
Adams street. 

The present officers are: A. C. Warner, V. C.; T .  E. Barton, W. A.; R. 
V. Ulrich, B.; J. B. Wiley, Clerk: \V. H. Shamo, E. ;  H. B. Grimm, W . ;  J. N. 
Place, Senator. 

DIAMOND CAMP, NO. 3449 

was organized October 26, 1895, with seventeen charter members, who with- 
drew their membership from Garden Camp and instituted a new camp designated 
as above. This camp was organized in its present location in Schmidt's Hall, 
No. 2901-05 South Adams street. I t  now has a membership of about 500. 

The present officers are:  E. B. King, P. C. ; Fred Steckel, V. C. ; Albert Gury, 
W. A.; William Zerwelth, B.; William E. Moran, C.; Jacob A, Edwards, Asst. 
Clerk; James McEride, E.; 0. J. Stromberg, S. 

was organized in Burgi's Hall, No. 2000 South Adams street in February, 1889, 
with the following officers: D. G. Clemow, V. C. ; Oscar Heinrichs, W. A.; John 
Cather, C.; James Green, E. ;  L. Scheirer, E. ;  W. B. Oberlander, W.; Daniel 
Giese, S. 

Other camps are Peoria camp, No. 812, which meets the first and third Fri- 
day at No. 622 Main street; Central City Camp, KO. 1505, which meets the first 
and third Tuesday at 317 South Adams street; Gold Leaf Camp, No. 2361, 
which meets the first and third Thursday at 317 South Adams street; and 
Averyville Camp, No. 5114, which meets the second and fourth Thursday in 
Averyville Hall. 

ROYAL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA 

The Royal Neighbors of America is the ladies auxiliary to the Modern Wood- 
nlen of America. There are eight camps in Peoria as follows: Maple Leaf 
Camp, No. 13, chartered September g, 1892. The present membership is 190. 
The Oracle is Mrs. Kate Lindig; Recorder, Miss Hattie Randall. 

was chartered December 22, 1892. The present membership is 560. Oracle, 
Mrs. Anna Lester; Recorder, Mrs. Ethel Warner. 
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was chartered February 22, 1895. The present membership is 175. Oracle, 
Mrs. Mary Miller; Recorder, Mrs. Minnie Story. 

ROSE LEAF CAMP, NO. 1985 

was chartered December IS,  1899. The present membership is 140. Oracle, 
Mrs. Anna Caldwell; Recorder, Mrs. Mary Wright. 

was chartered April 2, 1900. The present membership is 150. Oracle, Mrs. 
Ophelia White; Recorder, Mrs. Prudence Larrance. 

LAUREL CAMP, NO. 3333 

was chartered February 6, 1903. The present membership is 176. Oracle, Mrs. 
A4innie Simms ; Recorder, Mrs. Mary Smith. 

was chartered December 17, 1907. Its present membership is 163. Oracle, Mrs. 
Etta Erskine; Recorder, Mrs. Ella Mackley. 

was chartered July 8, 1910. The present membership is 258. Oracle, Mrs. 
Sadie McBride: Recorder, Mrs. Ada Wertz. 

Mrs. Mary E. Arnholt of Peoria is the state supervising deputy for Illinois, 
having been district deputy for fifteen years, and organized all of the above 
camps, except Nos. 13 and 18, she having been a charter member of camp No. 
13. Btrs. Lottie Moreland is the present district deputy for Peoria county. 

THE KNIGHTS O F  COLUMBUS 

Spalding Council, Xo. 427, Knights of Columbus, was instituted Sunday, May 
21, with a charter membership of 104, composed of members of Peoria Colony, 
No. 2 of American Sons of Columbus, which with one or two locals, were the 
only ones in existence at that time. The last named order had not been a 
success as  a national organization and was abandoned. 

The first officers were: G. K., J. F. Kiernan; Dep. G. K., 0. J. Dolan; Rec. 
Sec., James B. Kenny, Fin. Sec., William Bourke; Treas., W. L. Hofer; Lec., 
M. C. Quinn; A., G. T. Kennedy; W., D. J. Fox;  I. G., Frank O'Rourke; 0. G., 
A. Pastorini. 

This council was named in honor of Archbishop John L. Spalding and on 
May I ,  1902, in token of the celebration of his silver anniversary as a bishop, 
the council endowed a scholarship in Spalding Institute. All members of the 
order are adherents of the Roman Catholic church. In  1899 their beautiful 
club house at No. 227-29 North Jefferson avenue was erected, the entire prop- 
erty costing about $37,000. 

BENEVOLENT PROTECTIVE 'ORDER O F  ELKS 

Peoria Lodge, No. 20, was instituted a t  Peoria, December 16, 1891, under 
dispensation granted and empowering the requisite number of subscribers to a 
petition to Grand Exalted Ruler Edwin B. Hay, to form and open a lodge of 
Elks. 

As it appears by records, District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Alfred G.  
Orendorf, of Springfield, Illinois, was the instituting officer, at which time thirty- 
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six were initiated and enrolled as members, all of whom appear upon the records 
as charter members, although from lack of space in the charter itself, but eight 
names are there engrossed. 

The charter was granted June 14, 1892, under the name of William J. Flor- 
ence Lodge, KO. 20, there having been initiated to this date one hundred and 
seventy-one members. Subsequently, in consequence of a regulation of the 
grand lodge, the name of iiPeoria" was substituted for that originally chosen, 
all lodges being required to take the name of the city in which they are located. 

Leslie D. Puterbaugh served as the first exalted ruler by appointment while 
working under dispensation, and by election under charter, a term of two years 
and four months. Since that time the presiding officer has served for  a lodge 
year. The following have been chosen successively: A. G. Tyng, Harry J. Gra- 
ham, Frank Baker, Fitch C. Cook, George H. Sainpson, Charles S. Proctor, 
Alfred \IT. Beasley, Al. J. Kanne, William A. Murden, Harry M. Hayes, Tobey 
Van Euskirk, Theodore L. Burkland, John N. Powell, L. W. Wells, S. 0. Tripp, 
P. R'I. Hensler, S. F. McGrath, F. D. Fox and L. W. Quinn, the present exalted 
ruler. The secretary is Clarence W. Heyl. 

The original meetings were held in Schnellbacher's I-Iall, and in 1892 the lodge 
removed to  the third floor of the Niagara building. When that building was 
remodeled, the whole of the seventh floor being fitted up for it, the lodge tool< 
possession and remained there until October 15, 1898, the lodge once more 
moving, this time to the top floor of the National Hotel, where it kept open house 
to all brothers and their friends, until the building was destroyed by fire in the 
fall of 1911. However, the Orpheum Theatre building was in course of con- 
struction and the two upper stories were secured by the Elks and arranged to 
suit the wishes of the lodge. There it has been installed for several months past 
and its spacious and beautiful rooms are always open to the members and visiting 
friends. 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

During the winter of 1867-8 a small coterie of members of the theatrical 
and musical professions ~ 7 h o  a t  that time happened to be in the city of New 
York, banded together for the purpose of friendly social intercourse and recrea- 
tion. The prime mover in the formation of this little society, which was known 
among its members as the "Jolly Corks," was Charles Algernon Sidney Vivian, 
the son of an English clergyman, who had but a short time before landed in the 
city and was then singing a t  the old American Theatre on Broadway. 

Increasing numbers and appeals for help by needy members of the profes- 
sion pointed to the formation of a society which would carry into effect such 
purposes by systematic methods, and thus by a slow but gradual process the 
Order of Elks was evolved. 

I t  was at first urged by Vivian that the organization should be called "The 
Buffaloes," which was the title of a social organization of which he had been 
a member in England, but the majority of the new society were desirous of a 
name that was purely American in its suggestions, and at a meeting held Feb- 
ruary 16, 1865, the name of "Elks" was chosen, and that date has since been 
regarded as the natal day of the order, although the constitution and by-laws 
were not adopted until the following month. 

At this time there. were two degrees of the order, the chief officer in the 
first degree being known as the right honorable primo, and in the second degree 
as exalted ruler. These titles were used until the adoption of the ritual of 
1883, when all the titles of the first degree were abolished and those of the 
second degree retained throughout the work, which was condensed to a single 
degree. 

It was not long before the fame of the youilg organization began to spread 
and to create a desire for the propogation of its principles, which had also 
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broadened upon other soil. In order to accomplish this it became necessary for 
the Sew York lodge, which had become incorporated, to surrender its control 
of affairs to a grand lodge, which was done in February, 1871, this grand lodge 
being con~posed of the fifteen original founders of the order, and all the past 
and then present officers of Kew York lodge. March 10, 1871, the grand lodge 
of the Denevolent Protective Order of Elks was given a charter by the state 
of Sew York, with power to issue charters to subordinate lodges throughout 
the c0UIItrY. 

During the next six years the order spread gradually to Philadelphia, San 
I;rancisco. Chicago, Cincinnati, Sacramento, Baltimore, Louisville, St. Louis, 
Uoston and pitts6urg. Eleven lodges with a-membership of over eight hundred, 
grew from the single lodge of the fifteen "Jolly Corks." 

ITrotn 1875 to 1881 no new lodges were organized. and for a few years the 
order grew but slowly until in 1885 occurred an event which nras so far-reaching 
in its effect, and to which, probably more than to any other cause, is due the 
phenomenal growth of the Order of Elks. Up to that year the New York 
lodge had been able to maintain her contention that the grand lodge should meet 
annually in that city, but at that time it was forced to submit, and the annual 
meeting of 1556 was held at Cincinnati. Within one year the thirty-five lodges 
had increased to fifty-five, a gain of twenty, and the membership had grown 
from thirty-nine hundred to five thousand, five hundred. That settled the 
question and since that time the meetings of the grand lodge have been migra- 
tory, and the growth of the order steady until today there are some ten hundred 

I ant1 fifty lodges, while there are over two hundred and twenty-five thousand 
, wearers of the antlers. 

AIISCELLANEOUS SOCIETIES 

IMPROVED ORDER O F  RED M E N  

Arapahoe Tribe. KO. 150; Huron Tribe, Xo. 93 ; Tippecanoe Tribe, No. 70. 

D.\UGHTERS O F  POCz\IIOKT.\S 

,-ilfarata Council, KO. 31. 

1 

I 
DR.\M.\TIC ORDER K N I G H T S  O F  KI-IOR.\SSr\N 

El Medi Temple, No. I. 

IXDEPENDENT ORDER O F  FORESTERS 

Court Glen Oak, No. 3027; Court Gibbons, No. 3852; Court Ford, No. 
3499; Companion Court, Fort Clark, No. 316; German Order of Foresters. 

K N I G H T S  O F  T H E  hfACCA13EES OF T H E  WORLD 

Peoria Tent, S o .  8 ;  Invincible Tent, No. 14; Fair Play Tent, No. 40; Adams 
Tent, KO. 45. 

L..ZDIES O F  T H E  MACCABEES 

Crystal Hive, KO. 5 ; Glen Oak Hive, No. 122; Invincible Hive, No. 152;  
Kational Hive. 

ROYAL ARCANUM 

Xjas  Council, No. 216; Peoria Council, No. 55. 

r \NCIENT ORDER UNITED WORKMEN 

Central City Lodge, KO. 202; Goethe Lodge, No. 8 (German) ; Hargrove 

I 
Lodge. S o .  310; Peoria Lodge, No. 15; W. F. Stevens Lodge, KO. 342. 
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COURT O F  HONOR 

Columbia Court, No. 12; Royal Court, No. 67; Glen Oak Court, No. 281; 
Peoria Court, No. 1037. 

DEGREE O F  HONOR 
Olive Lodge. 

ISARUGARI 

Peoria Lodge, No. 353. 

IMPROVED ORDER O F  HEPTr lSOPHS 

Fort Clark Conclave, No. 729; Peoria Conclave, No. 266. 

FRATERNAL ORDER O F  EAGLES 

Peoria Aerie, No. 265. 

F R - ~ T E R N L I L  RESERVE L I F E  ASSOCIATION 

Golden City Lodge, No. 108; Peoria Lodge, KO. 66; East Peoria Lodge, No. 
56; East Peoria Legion, No. 172. 

HEBREW SOCIETIES 

The Circle of Jewish Women ; Peoria Hebrew Relief Association ; Jewish 
Ladies' Sewing Society; Ladies' Hebrew Aid Society; Sisters of Peace Chari- 
table Association ; Ladies' Hebrew Benevolent Society ; Home of Shelter. 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF B'NAI BRITI-I 

Progress Lodge, No. 118. 

INDEPENDENT ORDER O F  WESTERN STAR 

Joseph E. Greenhut Lodge, No. 80. 

ORDER BRITEI ABRAHAM 

Peoria City Lodge, No. 138. 

ROYAL B E N E F I T  SOCIETY 

Victor Circle, No. 27. 



CHAPTER XXIX 

HISTOIZY OF BANKING I N  PEORIA-MEN WHO TOOK THE INITIATlIrE I N  THE BUSINESS 
--FIRST BANK BUILDINGS-PEORIA STRONG I N  ITS FINANCIAL CONCERNS- 
MODERN BANKS AND BANKING--TBE PEORIA CLEARING HOUSE. 

The welfare of the banks is closely identified with the prosperity of the 
community and their progress measures the development of its material re- 
sources. 

The business of banking is of great antiquity and in its simpler forms no 
doubt was understood and practised by the Assyrians, Babylonians and Athe- 
nians. As the taking of interest for money lies a t  the root of all banking and 
furnishes the chief motive for it, wherever a people were sufficiently advanced 
to loan money for hire there would naturally spring up many of  the practices 
and methods of modern banking. The transfer of credits was undoubtedly known 
anlong the ancients. They used checks and bills of exchange, but for all that they 
were very far  from having the confidence in credit business that has since been 
fostered by modern banking methods. They used gold and silver coin and other 
con~modities then in use as standards of value and media of exchange and had 
not invented representative money. I t  is more fanciful than correct to ascribe 
to the Romans the invention of modern banking. The business carried on by 
their money lenders and dealers was similar to that of the Jews of the middle 
ages and the Lombards. 

When gold and silver were deposited, it was more in the nature of a special 
deposit to be kept until called for. There have always been money lenders, but 
11anks for  lending money are of comparatively modern origin. The bank of 
Venice, which originated in 1171, may be pronounced the forerunner of modern 
banking. I t  was followed by the Bank of Genoa, 1330; Bank of Amsterdam, 
1609; Bank of England, 1694; Bank of France, 1716; and others a t  later dates. 
In the United States there have been private banks and chartered banks, and of 
the latter some have derived their powers from state legislatures and some from 
the Federal Congress. 

The National Bank Act, which became a law early in 1863, was modelled 
largely after the free banking laws of New York, Ohio and other states; and 
the distinctive principles which underlie it are government supervision of the 
operations of the banks and a circulation based directly upon the securities and 
guarantee of the government. The original act has undergone many modifica- 
tions, some of them of considerable importance ; and while in its operations it has 
proved of great value to the commerce of the country, it is undoubtedly capable 
of improvement and further changes may be expected in it in the not distant 
future. 

In the early days few of the states were more cursed by fatuous banking 
enterprises than was Illinois, whose legislature repeatedly gave state aid to fan- 
tastic schemes which ended disastrously in almost every case. 

These early banks, which violated almost every known canon of finance, 
seemed to spring up more readily in the southern part of the state and Edwards- 
ville, Shawneetown, Kaskaskia, Cairo and Alton are familiar names to students 
of this period of banking history. 

447 
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In contrast with these was "Smith's Eank," so called, in Chicago, which is- 
sued certificates of deposit in denominations from one dollar upward, which 
were always payable on presentation, although in 1851, there was an aggregate 
of $1,476,235.00 outstanding. 

As a result of tlie unfortunate alliance of the state with successive banks, 
provisions were incorporated in the constittttion of 1847, prohibiting the state 
from engaging in the banking business and requiring that all banking laws be 
submitted to a vote of the people. The provisions have been preserved in the 
present constitution adopted in 1870. The first banking law under the constitu- 
tion of 1847 was modelled after that of New York and was passed in 1851. 
While this law was faulty in some particulars, yet the banks organized under it 
rendered good service to the business interests of the state and provided a safe 
circulating medium up to the time of the Civil war, when it was displaced by the 
circulation of the national banks. Peoria seems to have escaped any direct con- 
nection with these ill-considered banking enterprises, largely, it is to be thought, 
because of her lack of prominence in those earlier days. 

In his history of  banking, John Jay Knox states that S. Pulsipher was the 
first of the Peoria bankers and mentions the establishment by Governor Matteson 
of the Central Eank of Peoria, which seems not to be historically correct. 

William R. Phelps and E. L. T .  Bourland established then~selves as land 
agents and dealers in October, 1847. Later they began receiving deposits and 
selling exchange in a quiet way and also made commercial loans to a limited 
extent. Subsequently they formed a partnership with Gideon H. Rupert, James 
Haines and Thomas. Y. Gill of Pekin, and greatly extended their business, 
starting a banking house at Peliin, under the firm name of G. H. Rupert & Co., 
with a branch at Peoria, under the name of Phelps, Bourland & Co. Later, 
these two firms organized the Central Eank of Peoria, under the old state bank 
system, with Mr. Rupert as president, and Robert Arthur Smith as cashier. 
The banking house used by the firm was built by Messrs. Phelps and Bourland, 
and was located at the northwest corner of Main and Water streets. Sometime 
afterward the stock and fixtures of the Central Eank were sold to Governor 
Joel A. Matteson and his son-in-law, R. E. Goodell, Messrs. Phelps and Bour- 
land and the Pekin parties retiring. A few years later, the Central banl; went 
into liquidation and discontinued its business. The banking fir111 of G. Ii. Rupert 
& Co., however, continued in bysiness for some years at Pekin, and always main- 
tained a high standard of business integrity. 

Messrs. N. B. Curtis & Co. established themselves as bankers here in 1851, 
locating a t  the northeast corner of Main and Water streets, and for many years 
conducted a large and prosperous business. For a time this concern seems to have 
had some connection with George Smith, the noted financier of Chicago, as it 
is reported to have put in circulation large amounts of the notes of the Marine and 
Fire Insurance Company of Milwaukee, and of Georgia banks (chiefly the issues 
of the Cherokee Eank of Dalton, Georgia), in which Mr. Smith was interested. 
This bank suspended during the panic year of 1857, but out of it grew the First 
National Bank of Peoria, the first national banking institution in the city. 

Other early banking enterprises were those of J. P. Hotchkiss, established by 
Joshua P. Hotchkiss in the fall of 1852, which has since developed into the 
Second National Bank of Peoria; and oT S. Pulsipher & Co., which was started 
about 1855 by Messrs. Sydney Pulsipher, B. L. T. Bourland and George F. 
Harding, under the management of Mr. Eourland, their office being on the 
southeast corner of Main and Adams streets. Mr. Bourland sold out his in- 
terest in 1857, to Erastus D. Hardin, who in conjunction with Mr. Pulsipher, 
carried on a large and profitable business for many years. This enterprise ended 
in failure, in consequence of immense but unfortunate advances made to dis- 
tillers. This temporary disaster, however, resulted advantageously to the city, 
in that it threw upon the market a large amount of undivided real estate now 
comprised within the most attractive residence portion of the "middle bluff" 
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district. While some of the depositors lost heavily, others bought up the bank's 
obligations a t  a discount and realized the full amount of their claims. 

Very largely Peoria's banking institutions have been under the management 
of her local business men, which gives evidence that they have grown out of 
the actual demands of business. One effect of this natural development has 
beell the exclusion of enterprises of a merely speculative character, financed by 
foreign capital and of doubtful legitimacy, which has tended to the more com- 
plete security of the business public. As a consequence, banking capital has not 
at any time exceeded the public demand, and its employment under the direction 
of men of ability, experience and fidelity, has brought about such community of 
interest between bankers and depositors that the latter have been accommodated 
at reasonable interest rates and have kept their accounts with the local banks, 
almost exclusively, and it is probable that no city of its wealth and population 
has suffered so little loss, through bank failures, as has the city of Peoria. 

Although complete figures are not available, the following will indicate the 
growth of the banking interests of Peoria during the last thirty years. 

The three National Banks in existence in Peoria in 1880. each with a capital 
stock of $~oo,ooo.oo, have grown, in 1912, to five in number, with an aggregate 
capital of $~,goo,ooo.oo and a surplus and profits of $1,60o,ooo.oo. Statements to 
the con~ptroller of the currency and state auditor, of the five national banks 
and four state banks for April 18, 1912, show total resources of $28,746,963.52,- 
a gain in the last ten years of approximately $12,250,ooo.oo. Total deposits in 
the nine banks on the same date are $22,718,193.60. 

COMMERC1,ZL GERMAN N.\TION.ZL B.\NK 

The Comlllercial National Bank of Peoria succeeded the private banking firm 
of Callender, Ayres 8: Co., which began business March 12, 1881, with a capital 
of $75,000, the members of the firm being Columbus R. Cummings, Gardner T. 
Bar-lrer, Henry P. Ayres, Walter Barker and Eliot Callender, of whom the last 
two only survive a t  this date (1912). The national bank opened for business 
at the corner of Washington and Fulton streets, January 13, 1885, with a capi- 
tal of $2oo,ooo. The board of directors consisted of Gardner T. Barker. Charles 
B. iillaire, Franli Rfeyer, George L. Bradbury, Walter Barker, Eliot Callender 1 and Henry P. Ayres and the oficers were Eliot Callender, president; Henry P. ' Ayres, vice-president and cashier. Two weeks later, Gardner T. Barker suc- 

/ 

ceeded Mr. Ayres as vice-president, and on April 1st of the same year he was 
succeeded as cashier by Henry B. Dox, who continued in the of ie  until his death 
in September, 1899. Homer W .  McCoy was then elected cashier and served until 
May, 1901, when he resigned to enter the bond business in Chicago, where he now 
is president of McCoy & Company. The office was filled by the election of 
Elwood A. Cole, who was succeeded as assistant cashier by William Hazzard. 

Gardner T. Earker hecame president of the bank January I ,  1887, and contin- 
ued in the office till his death in 1894. when Walter Earker succeeded him and 
has been re-elected annually ever since. 

January I, 1904, the capital was increased from $200,000 to $550,000 ; the name 
was changed to Commercial German National Bank and the business of the 
German American National Bank was absorbed. At that time the board of 
directors consisted of Walter Barker, Joseph B. Greenhut, John L. Flinn, Bernard 
Crewer, 5. N. Ward, Joseph Miller, Frank P. Lewis, Samuel Woolner, Warren 
R. Buckley, A. L. Schimpff, Johnson L. Cole, Leslie D. Puterbaugh. John Wilson, 
John Finley and JVeston Arnold ; and the officers were Walter Barker, president ; 
J. B. Greenhut and J. L, Flinn, vice-presidents ; Weston Arnold, cashier ; Elwood 
A. Cole, assistant cashier. 

Report of January 22, 1904, to the comptroller of the currency showed capital 
of $550,000; surplus and profits $14,ooo; deposits, $3,922,665 and total re- 
sources, $5,1 16,682. 

Val. 1-19 
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E. A. Cole, who succeeded to the cashiership July I ,  1904, resigned the PO- 
sition May I, 1911, and was succeeded by William Hazzard, who had been as- 
sistant cashier since January I, 1 9 5 .  

April 24, 1909, the bank removed from Fulton and Washington streets, where 
it had been located for twenty-four years, to commodious and elegant quarters 
at 321-323 South Adams street. 

Report of June 14, 1912, shows a capital of $550,000; surplus and profits 
$768,299 ; deposits, $5, I 27,294, and total resources, $6,995,593. On  August 12, 
1912, the capital stock was increased to $750,000, by the issuance of $200,000 

new capital. This bank is the largest in the state outside of Chicago. 
The present board of directors is made up of Walter Barker, William F. 

Wolfner, John L. Flinn, Bernard Cremer, Robert D. Clarke, Frank P. Lewis, 
William B. Woolner, Jacob Wocherheimer, Leslie D. Puterbaugh, Johnson L. 
Cole, Albert T. Schimpff, John Finley, William G. McRoberts and William 
Hazzard; and the officers, are Walter Barker, president; John L. Flinn and John 
Finley, vice-presidents; William Hazzard, cashier; William B. Reed and William 
h1. Wood, assistant cashiers. 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

Chronologically considered, the oldest existing banking institution in Peoria, 
in its present organization, was the outgrowth of conditions existing in the first 
years of the Civil war, and the enactment of the National Banking Act by 
Congress in 1863. In  1851, Nathaniel B. Curtiss and his brother, Pliny Curtiss 
(under the firm name of N. B. Curtiss Sr Co.), opened up a private banking 
business at  the upper corner of Main and Water streets and for a time did a 
large business. About 1857, Curtiss & Co. removed to the building long occu- 
pied by the First National Bank at  No. 200 Main street, which had been erected 
by Mr. Curtiss. Owing to the panic of the latter year, a run was made upon 
the Curtiss bank, which resulted in its suspension for a time, though it appears 
to have reopened at a later date for a short period. About 1858 or 1859, Marshall 
P. Stone and Thaddeus S. Ely appear to have been doing business as bankers at 
the location of the Curtiss b a ~ ~ l i ,  though it evidently continued for only a short 
time, as we find in 1860 that Marshall P. Stone, William F. Bryan and George 
13. Stone commenced a banking business under the firm name of M. P. Stone & 
Co., in the Curtiss building. Three years later the last named firm sold out to 
the First National Bank of Peoria, which was organized under the national 
banking law on November 23, 1863, with a capital of $15o,ooo.oo, owned by 
forty-two stockl~olders. The largest individual stockholders in the original or- 
ganization were Tobias S. Bradley, Nathaniel B. Curtiss and Richard Gregg, of 
Peoria, and James H. McCall of Canton, Fulton county. Mr. Bradley held 270 
shares of stock and the other three 200 shares each. The first board of directors, 
elected November 25, consisted of Tobias S. Bradley, Richard Gregg, Nathaniel 
B. Curtiss, Hervey Lightner, John L. Griswold, John C. Proctor, Louis Green, 
Thomas S. Dobbins and Robert S. Smith, and a few days later Mr. Bradley was 
chosen president, and Mr. Curtiss cashier. The bank opened for business Janu- 
ary 6, 1864, and has been in operation ever since. In June, 1864, the capital stock. 
was increased to $~OO,OOO.OO; was reduced in 1575 to $~m,ooo.oo. but again in- 
creased, 1884, to $15o,ooo.oo; to $~OO,OOO.OO in 1905 and to $~~O,OOO.OO in 
1910, at  which sum it still remains. The original charter having expired in 1883, 
a new charter was secured. running for twenty years, which expired in 1903 and 
was extended for another period of twenty years, The first board of directors 
consisted of nine members; in 1870, the number was reduced to seven, and in 
1875 to five. Mr. Bradley occupied the office of president continuously until 
his death, which occurred May 4, 1867. He  was succeeded by the late Wash- 
ington Cockle, who continued in office until 1875, when he was succeeded by 
Hervey Lightner. The latter held office only a few weeks, when he gave place 
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to John C. Proctor, who was re-elected at  each subsequent election until 1906, 
when he declined a re-election and was succeeded by Charles R. Wheeler, who 
has continued in the office to this time. A noteworthy feature in the history of 
the First National Bank, indicating its conservative and substantial character, is 
the few changes that have occurred in the board of directors and official staff. 
From 1875 to 1907, Mrs. Lydia Bradley, the widow of the first president, was 
continuously a member of the board of directors-one of the few instances in 
which a woman has held this position in a leading banking institution. In  1895, 
occurred the death of William E. Stone, Sr., who had been identified with the 
bank from its organization in 1863, first as booklteeper and later as its cashier, 
and he was succeeded by his son, William E. Stone, Jr., who became vice-presi- 
dent also in 1906. The present board of directors (1912) consists of Charles R. 
Wheeler, William E. Stone, Winslow Evans, Edwin N. Armstrong. Henry Hed- 
rich, Wilber M. Eenton, Warren Sutliff, George F. Emerson and E, H. Walker, 
with Mr. Wheeler as president, Mr. Stone as vice president and cashier, and 
George M. Bush and Arthur W.  Bennett as assistant cashiers. 

The last official statement of the condition of the First National Bank of 
Peoria, made to the comptroller of the currency, under date of June 14, 1912, 
shows that it then had a capital stock of $550,m.o0, with surplus and profits 
of $285,000.00; deposits, $3,785,522 and total resources $5,185,271. 

T H E  MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK O F  PEORIA 

The Merchants National Eank of Peoria is the successor of the Mechanics' 
Kational Eank, which was organized and opened for business May 20, 1865, 
with Isaac Underhill as president and Samuel Coskery, cashier. A radical 
change took place in the directorate in 1866. Horatio N. Wheeler became presi- 
dent, and J. Boyd Smith, cashier. In  1880 the bank had a paid-up capital of 
$IOO,OOO.OO, and a reserve of $70,000.00, its executive officers remaining un- 
changed. 

In 1854, the Mechanics' National Bank reorganized as the Merchants Na- 
tional Eank, the capital stock being increased to $~OO,OOO.OO. The first board of 
directors of the new organization consisted of Horatio N. UTl~eeler, Ezeliiel A. 
Proctor, John C. Yates, Charles T. Luthy, John E. Smith, John D. McClure, and 
tVm. F. Eryan. H. N. Wheeler, who had been president of the i\lechanics' Na- 
tional during most of its history, was elected the first president of the new insti- 
tution, and J. 13. Smith, cashier. E. A. Proctor was elected president in 1885, 
continuing in office, by repeated reelections, until 1888, when he resigned, and 
was succeeded by Andrew J. Hodges, whose period of service continued until 
1 893. 

A new elenlent came into the Merchants National Bank in r897, in the ab- 
sorption of the Eank of Commerce, which had been organized in 1891, under the 
state banking law, with a capital stock of $IOO,QOO, which was increased two 
years later to $2ao,ooo. The first board of directors included the names of 
Henry H. Fahnestock, Charles R. Wheeler, A. G. Danforth, H. B. Stewart, 
George Emerson, G. F. Rhodehamel, C. A. Davis, James M. Morse and Fred 
H. Smith, with Mr. Fahnestock as president. C. R. Wheeler, vice president. and 
Homer W. PIIcCoy, cashier. The bank conducted a successful business, the 
board of directors and officers in the meantime, remaining unchanged until 
July, 1897, when it was merged into the Merchants National Bank of Peoria, the 
stock holders realizing 103 per cent on their capital stock. 

After the retirement of Mr. Hodges from the presidency of the Merchants 
National Bank in 1893, Ferdinand Luthy, who had been a director since 1857, 
became president, and has so continued up to the   resent time (1912). The 
terms of other officers have been as follows: John D. McClure, vice president, 
1885-1892; Henry Sandmeyer, vice president, 1893-1912; I-Iomer 1%'. 'PIfcCoy, 
second vice president, 1897-99; Frederick H. Smith, second vice president, 1899- 



452 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

1912; John B. Smith, cashier, 1884-89 (resigned) ; George H. Littlewood, assist- 
ant cashier, 1888-89, and cashier from 1889 to 1903 (deceased) ; Thaddeus s. 
Ely, assistant cashier, 1884-88 (resigned) succeeded in turn by Mr. Idittlewood, 
who, in 1889, gave place to Fillmore Millard, the latter resigned in 1894; W. ?'. 
Murray, assistant cashier, 1894-96 (resigned) ; Walter L. Wiley, assistant cash- 
,ier, up to 1903, then cashier, succeeding Geo. H. Littlewood, deceased, to July, 
1907, when he resigned and moved to California; John C. Paddock, present 
cashier (1912) became connected with the bank as general bookkeeper in 1897, 
was appointed assistant cashier in 1903, and succeeded Mr. Wiley as cashier in 
1907; Thomas D. McDougal, assistant cashier in 1912, who entered the employ of 
the bank as messenger in 1885, was appointed an assistant cashier in 1903. 

The present officers (1912) are Ferdinand Luthy, president ; Henry Sand- 
meyer, vice president ; Frederick H. Smith, second vice president ; J. C. Paddock, 
cashier and Thos. D. McDougal, assistant cashier, with Messrs. Luthy, Sand- 
meyer, Smith and McDougal members of the board of directors, which also in- 
cludes Messrs. J. B. Bartholomew, Edward C. Leisy, Valentine Jobst, Jr., 
George T. Page and Samuel L. Nelson. 

In addition to those directors already named, the following have served on 
the board of directors for various periods: B. Cremer, A. J. Hodges, C. S. 
Clarke, C. C. Clarke, Adolph Woolner, B. J: Greenhut, Samuel Woolner, Jr., 
and Homer W. McCoy. 

On May 30, 1886, a crisis occurred in the affairs of the bank in consequence 
of the discovery of the embezzlement of its funds by a bookkeeper, to the amount 
of $183,000. The bank went into the hands of the National Bank authorities, 
and for a month remained closed, but, its capital having been restored by a11 
assessment of 50 per cent upon the stockholders, it finally reopened for business 
and has since enjoyed a steady growth and excellent profits. 

Resides an unimpaired capital of $200,000 it has now (June, 1912)) a sur- 
plus of $180,000, undivided profits of $33,861.80, and for the past twelve years 
has paid quarterly dividends of 3 per cent, making a total paid to its stocliholders 
since 1887 of $528,000. The statement of June 14, 1912, shows $2,001,224.50 in 
deposits and total resources of $2,615, I 58. 

TI3E CENTRAL NATIONAL BANK O F  PEORIA 

The Central National Bank of Peoria dates its organization from the year 
1884, when it began business with a paid up capital of $~OO,OOO, as the successor 
of the Farmers' Eank, which had been conducting a successful business at 2 r 1  
Main street. The latter institution was a partnership concern. organized in 
1879, by Martin Kingman, Benjamin F. Blossom and Frederick E. Leonard, the 
transition from a private bank to a National organization being in recognition 
of changed financial conditions, and a desire to accommodate the business pub- 
lic of Peoria to better advantage. The members of the first board of directors 
of the new institution were Hervey Lightner, Richard H. Whiting, Martin King- 
man, Benjamin F. Blossom, Isaac Taylor, Frederick E. Leonard and Oliver J. 
Bailey. At the first election of officers by the board of directors (1884) Mr. 
Kingman was chosen president, Mr. Bailey, vice president, Mr. Blossom, cashier 
and manager, and Mr. Leonard, assistant cashier. In January, 1891, Hervey 
Lightner was chosen as president of the bank, which position he held with great 
honor and dignity until the day of his death. Routine changes in the directorate 
and official staff of the association have occurred from time to time since said 
date, caused by the decease and resignation of those active and prominent it1 
ownership and management, the board of directors at the time of this writing. 
namely, 1912, being composed of the following named gentlemen, to-wit : Rich- 
ard ,W.  Kempshall, of Messrs, Kempshall & Keene, managers of western general 
agency of the Aetna Life Insurance Company; Henry W. Lynch, wholesale 
dealer in bituminous and anthracite coal, coke, etc.; Henry J. Woodward, presi- 
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dent of Allaire, Woodward & Company, pharmaceutical chemists and drug mill- 
ers; Charles H. Feltman, grain commission, president Peoria Board of Trade; 
Edgar C. Foster, manager Peoria Division United Boxboard Company ; Francis 
H. Tichenor, general counsel, and Frederick F. Blossom, vice president, with a 
co-existent staff of officers as  follows : Richard W. Kempshall, president ; 
Frederick F. Blossom and Henry W. Lynch, vice presidents ; Albert H. Addison, 
cashier; William R. Cation and George E. McMurray, assistant cashiers. The 
sworn official statement rendered to the Gqvernment on call of the con~ptroller 
of the currency, shows condition of the association a t  close of business June 14, 
1912, as follows : Capital paid in $zoo,ooo; surplus fund and net undivided 
profits, $200,407; deposits, $2,684,812; total resources, $3,174,213. 

The bank is centrally and conveniently located a t  the corner of Main and 
Adams streets, and is rated as one of the most conservative and substantial of 
Peoria's financial institutions. 

Others in addition to those previously mentioned, who have in the past served 
upon the hoard of directors of the bank, with credit to themselves and to the 
institution, are Samuel W. Sessions, Cleveland, Ohio (deceased). Jacob P. 
Schnellhacher and Henry E. Rouse, of Peoria. 

ILLINOIS NATIONAL BANI< 

The youngest of the national banks of Peoria is the Illinois National Bank, 
chartered on May 21, IF, and which began business under its new charter 
June I ,  1901. I t  was based upon the foundation of the old "Bank of Illinois," 
which had been chartered under state law February 21, 1891, under the name of 
the "Peoria Savings, Loan and Trust Company." in the year 1899, taking the 
name of the "Bank of Illinois." The officers of the earlier bank, at its organi- 
zation, were Martin Kingman, president; A. S. Oakford, vice president; C. T. 
Heald, cashier; and Rudolph Pasquay, assistant cashier, and this organization 
has been continued with little change to the present time. I n  1897 Mr. Heald 
and Mr. Pasquay resigned their positions, Frank Trefzger being elected cashier 
and William C. White his assistant. In  1899, Ira  D. Buck was chosen second 
vice president, and these officers were conti~lued under the organization of the 
new corporation in I ~ I .  The capital stock of the Illinois National Bank, of 
Peoria, a t  its organization, was $15o,ooo, which was later increased to $ZOO.OOO. 

The first board of directors was composed of Martin Kingman. A. S. Oak- 
ford, I r a  D. Buck, Ben Warren, Jr., Chas. A. Jamieson, John Wilson, E. C. 
Heidrick, Charles C. Miles and Walter B. Kingman, while the present board 
(1912) 'consists of A. S. Oakford, Frank Fischer, A. W. Wilson, Chas. C. Miles, 
E. M. Chandler, Leonard Hillis, Charles Kretzger, John C. Streibich. Henry G. 
Kwch, Nicholas Ulrich and William C. White, and,the officers are, W. C. White, 
president ; A, S. Oakford and Frank Fischer, vice presidents ; Charles A. Anicker, 
cashier; Charles J. Sheehaas and Thaddeus H. Fuchs, assistant cashiers. On 
June 14. 1912, capital was $zoo,ooo; surplus and profits, $109,845; deposits, 
$2,014,210; total resources, $2,524,053. 

DIME SAVINGS AND TRUST COMPANY 

In December, 1886, Eliot Callender, Oliver J. Bailey, Frank Meyer, Henry 
P. Ayers and Seth W. Freeman, all prominent, well known and wealthy resi- 
dents of Peoria, formed a copartnership to transact a legitimate savings bank 
business, under the name of the Dime Savings Bank of Peoria. The bank was 
opened for business January 17, 1887, on South Jefferson avenue, in what had 
been the residence of A. P. Bartlett, an old resident of the city, and which was 
located upon the exact site of the present magnificent building of the Dime Sav- 
ings and  rust Company. 

Eliot Callender became the first president of the institution, Oliver J. Bailey, 
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vice president, and Henry P. Ayers, treasurer. In  1888 Seth W. Freeman 
retired from the copartnership, his associates purchasing his interests. In 1887 
Rudolf Pfeiffer became the bank's first cashier, and under his management and 
that of the associate partners the business rapidly grew and prospered. Theodore 
B. Wissing, present cashier of the bank, entered its service in October, 1890. 
Herman C. Schwab, present assistant cashier, entered its service in December, 
1892. In September, 1894, Henry P. Ayers died and his interests in the bank 
were purchased by the other partners, thus leaving Eliot Callender, Oliver J. 
Bailey and Frank Meyer the copartners carrying on the business. Rudolf 
Pfeiffer, cashier of the bank, severed his connection with the institution in 1903, 
after sixteen years continuous service, 

On November I ,  1903, George LV. Curtiss became a vice president and gen- 
eral manager of the institution. March I ,  1904, the bank was incorporated 
under the state banking law of Illinois as the Dime Savings and Trust Company, 
and at that date took over the mortgage loan and investment business of the 
Anthony Loan & Trust Company, and also the business of the Title & Trust 
Company. Eliot Callender served as president of the bank until January, 1905, 
when he was succeeded by Oliver J. Bailey, who served as president until 1906, 
when Sumner R. Clarke was elected president. Upon the death of the latter in 
January, 1907, the present president, George W. Curtiss, was elected to that 
bosition. 

The Dime Savings Bank was the first bank in Peoria to build and occupy its 
own building constructed especially for convenience in banking. In  1904 the 
business had grown to such proportions that the building then occupied became 
wholly inadequate, and the Dime Savings & Trust Company began the erection 
of its present magnificent structure, considered by many the finest bank buildit~g 
in the west. I t  took eighteen months to construct this building, and it was not 
occupied until February, 1906. 

The present capital of the institution is a quarter of a million dollars, while 
its surplus is more than one hundred thousand dollars, all earned out of profits 
in excess of dividends paid. Since its organization March I, 1904, it has paid 
to its stockholders in dividends a sum almost equalling its capital stoc1.c. Its 
deposits are now about two million dollars. The loans made by the bank are 
exclusively upon first liens upon improved real estate. 

'The present officers of the institution a re :  George E. Curtiss, president; 
John E. Keene, vice president; Frederick H. Smith, vice president; Theo. fS,. 
Wissing, cashier ; Herman C. Schwab, asst. cashier ; J. W. McDowell, treasurer ; 
Soseph P. Durkin, secretary; Clifton W. Frazier, trust officer and attorney; 
~ i l l i a ~ n  Jack, general counsel. 

Statement of June 14, 1912, showed capital of $25o,ooo ; surplus and profits, 
$1og,805; deposits, $2,018,814. Total resources, $2,403,619. 

I-IOME SAVINGS AND STATE EANK 

The prime mover in the organization of the Home Savings and State Bank 
of Peoria was Valentine Ulrich, who had been for many years president of the 
German American National Bank, and who, in 1892, in connection with twenty- 
nine other stockholders, obtained a charter from the state of Illinois, under which 
they began doing business on June 2nd of that year. Mr. Ulrich brought into 
the concern with him Frank Trefzger, who up to that time had been assistant 
cashier of the German American National, as well as his son Charles, a member 
of the law firm of Ulrich & Ulrich, who had been doing a real-estate brokerage 
business. The ori inal stockholders were all residents of Peoria, except Fred 
E. Harding, presi 8 ent of the Second National Bank of Monmouth, and the 
capital stock was $120,000, a t  which sum it still remains. At the first meeting 
of stockholders, held June 13. 1892, the following board of directors were 
elected: Frederick L. Block, C. Gehrmann, Fritz Leuder, Frank Trefzger, Val- 

* 
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entine Ulrich, Charles E. Ulrich and Charles Zimmerma'nn. Valentine Ulrich 
was chosen president, Charles E. Ulrich, vice president, and Frank Trefzger, 
cashier. In 1895 Mr. Gehrmann moved to New York City and Robert Strehlow 
was chosen to succeed him as director. Frank Trefzger, having resigned his 
position in April, 1897, to accept the cashiership of another bank, Henry W. 
Ulrich was chosen to succeed him as both director and cashier. The present 
board of directors consists of Valentine Ulrich, E. C. Lersy, Chas. E. Ulrich, 
iiugust Pfeiffer, Henry W. Ulrich, F. Lueder and R. V. Ulrich. The officers 
are : President, Valentine Ulrich ; vice president, Charles E. Ulrich ; cashier, 
Henry IV. Ulrich; assistant cashier, Robert V. Ulrich. 

The report for June 14, 1912, showed the capital was $r2o,ooo; surplus and 
profits, $139,986; deposits, $1,596,766; total resources, $1,856,753. 

In November, 1910, the bank removed from South Adams street to splendidly 
equipped quarters in the new Jefferson building. Since that date its growth has 
been such as to necessitate the addition of another room to properly accom- 
modate its increasing business. 

THE SAVINGS BANK O F  PEOqI.\ 

Thc Savings Eank of Peoria was organized February I, 1868, as a copartner- 
ship, by the following gentlemen: 'CV. A. Herron, P. Zell, C. P. King, L. Howell, 
Z. Hotclikiss, J. Hamlin, L. G. Pratt, Thos. Dobbins and T. C. Moore. 

The copartners held their first meeting in the directors room of the Second 
National Eank and organized by electing W. A. Herron, president, and P. Zell, 
secretary. The room under the First National Bank, corner of Main and Wash- 
ington streets, was selected as their banking room and the bank conducted its 
l~usiness in that location until July I ,  1p6. 

Phil Zell, secretary, conducted the business from the start for a period of 
two years, when he resigned and president Herron took charge of the manage- 
ment and continued as president until his death, which occurred in December, 
1906. 

On February I, 1872, H. Hedrich was appointed cashier and continued to 
serve as such uninterruptedly until the death of Mr. Herron, when he succeeded 
Mr. Herron as president. 

12 few years after the organization of the bank, T. C. Moore, L. Howell, and 
J. Hamlin were removed by death and W. A. Herron, C. P. King and Phil Zell 
acquired the interests of 2. Hotchkiss, T. Dobbins and L. G. Pratt by purchase. 

The business of the bank was carried on successfully by the remaining part- 
ners Herron, King and Zell until June, 1894, when the partners decided to in- 
corporate under the banking laws of the state of Illinois, with a capital stock of 
$150,000, surplus $rso,ooo, and undivided profits $10,000. 

On June 29, 1894, the stockholders held their first meeting and W. A. Herron 
was elected chairman and Phil Zell, secretary. The stockholders voted a direc- 
forate of five members and elected W. A. Herron, Phil Zell, W. hl. Benton, H. 
Hedrich, and W. Jack. At  a special meeting of the directors h d d  June 29, 
1894, W. A. Herron was elected president, Phil Zell, vice president, and H. 
Hedrich, cashier. The above officers and directors continued in o&e until 
February 12, 1901, except Mr. Zell, who died in April, 1900. At the annual 
meeting of the stockholders held February 12, 1901, the following were elected 
directors: \V. A. Herron, W.  &I. Benton, M. C. Horton, W. Jack and H. Hed- 
rich. The directors in special meeting elected W. A. Herron, president, M. C. 
Horton, vice president, and H. Hedrich, cashier. The above officers continued 
in office until the death of Mr. Herron, which occurred in December, 1906. 

On July I ,  1906, the Savings Bank removed its banking quarters to 317 
Main street, where it remained until June 8, I ~ I I ,  when it removed to its present 
quarters in the First National Bank building. 

,4t the annual meeting of the stockholders held February 13, 1907, the direc- 
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torate was increased from five to seven and Mary W. Herron, W. M. Benton, 
84. Huffman, W. H. Rich, M. C. Horton, E. H. Walker and H. Hedrich were 
elected directors. The directors at  a special meeting elected H. Hedrich, presi- 
dent, E. H. Walker, vice president, and M. C. Horton, cashier. The above 
officers and directors continued in office until February, 1911, except Mrs. Her- 
ron, who resigned as director June 10, 1910, and M. C. Horton, who resigned 
July I, 1910. C. R. Wheeler was elected to fill the vacancy caused by the resig- 
hation of Mrs. Herron and W. E. Stone to that of Mr. Horton. F. B. Weber 
was appointed to succeed Mr. Horton as cashier. 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders held February 13, 1912, the fol- 
lowing directors were elected: E. H. Walker, C. R. Wheeler, H. Hedrich, W. 
E. Stone, W. M. Benton, W. Evans and W. Sutliff. The directors elected H, 
Hedrich, president, E. H. Walker, vice president and F. B. Weber, cashier. 

Statement of June 14, 1912, showed capital of $15o,ooo; surplus and profits, 
$224,729; deposits, $2,133,203; and total resources, $2,507,933. 

PEORIA CLE.4RING E-IOUSE I\SSOCZATION 

On April 27, 1880, at a meeting of representatives of the leading banks of 
Peoria, a bankers' association was formed, to facilitate exchange and settlei~~ent 
of daily balances between the several banks represented. The charter illembers 
included the First, the Second and the Mechanics National, the German Banking 
Company, Kingman, Blossom & Co., and Zell, Hotchkiss & Co. The first o f i e r s  
elected were George H. R/IcIlvaine, president, and Benjamin I;. Blosson~, secre- 
tary. In 1884, Henry Hedrich was elected secretary, and President McIlvaine 
having died in 1897, was succeeded by Philip Zell, who died in 1901, the position 
then being filled by Leonard Houghton. 

In January, 1902, a reorganization was effected under the name of the 
"Peoria Clearing House Association." a new constitution and by-laws adopted, 
and an entirely new system of malting local exchanges inaugurated. Under this 
arrangement all balances are settled through one bank, known as the "Clearing 
House Agent," to whom all debit balances must be paid by I :30 P. M. daily, and 
by whom all credit accounts must be paid between 2 :30 and 3 :oo P. M. of the same 
day. The officers (1912) are: George W. Curtiss, president; Charles E. Ulrich, 
vice-president; William C. White, secretary; W. E. Stone and F. F. Blossom, 
clearing house committee. 

The total clearings in 1892 were $99,940,624; in 1897 $81,154,457 ; in I902 
$142,533,004; in 1907 $141,233,539 ; in 191 1 $161,223,684. 

The action of the associated banks of Peoria during the money panic of 1907 
is thus narrated by George W. Curtiss, present president of the Clearing House 
Association : In the latter part of October, 1907, a panic beginning in New York, 
soon became manifest over the entire United States. -4 severe stringency of 
currency ensued and the banks having balances in reserve centers were unable 
to obtain sufficient currency therefrom for business needs. Clearing house 
associations in these reserve centers declined to allow their members to pay 
out currency in large sums, and for the settlement of balances between them- 
selves, adopted the certificate plan. 

The Clearing House Association of Peoria issued no certificates-settlement 
of balances between members being made in New York or Chicago exchange; 
but in common with clearing houses generally, found it necessary to provide for 
the time being a convenient medium for use in place of currency. Banks, mem- 
bers of the association, to meet the emergency, first issued cashier's checks, which 
were readily accepted by the public generally and the banks. Later, a clearing 
house loan committee was provided, with which approved securities were lodged 
by the banks and checks drawn by the association on such banks to an amount' 
equal to seventy per cent of the face vaIue of such collateral; and these checks 
passed readily in lieu of currency. The total issue of such checks in Peoria 
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was $209,000, probably less than one-fourth of which was a t  any one time em- 
ployed. 

About January I, 1908, currency, becoming more available, the use of these 
checks was discontinued. 

GERMAN-AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK 

The German-American National Bank, of Peoria, is the outgrowth of the 
German Banking Company, a copartnership banking concern, organized during 
the great panic in the fall of 1873. The latter opened its doors for business at 
the corner of Bridge and Washington streets, on November I ,  1873, with Michael 
Pfeifer as its president. The following were the original partners: Michael 
Pfeifer, Louis Green, Bernard Cremer, Ferdinand Welte, Joseph Huber, Andrew 
Heppler, Erhard Kramm, William Oberhauser, Joseph Miller, Valentine Jobst 
and Jacob hIueller. At a later date some of the partners disposed of their inter- 
ests, and Valentine Ulrich having become a member of the company, was elected 
its president. The original partilership was formed for a period of ten years, and, 
on the expiration of this period, steps were taken to organize the German-Ameri- 
can National Bank of Peoria, which was granted its charter (XO. 3070) on Oc- 
tober 31, 1883, and the new concern opened up its business at the old stand 
of the German Banking Company, at the corner of Bridge and Washington 
streets, January I ,  1884, with a capital stock of $~oo,ooo.oo. Valentine Ulrich, 
Samuel Woolner, Sabin D. Puterbaugh, Michael Pfeifer, Charles Gehrman, A. I>. 
Schimpff and Joseph Miller constituted the first board of directors, with Valen- 
tine Ulrich as the first president, Michael Pfeifer, vice-president, and William 
Oberhauser, cashier. The following changes in the capital stock have been made 
since the original organization : August, 1885, increased to  $105,000; April, 1886, 
increased to $rso,ooo ; August, 1891, occurred a still further increase to $3oo,ooo. 

On December 8, 1884, Mr. Oberhauser resigned the position of cashier, and 
was succeeded in January following by Weston Arnold. In April, 1888, the 
bank qualified as a government depositary. I n  March, 1892, Mr. Ulrich resigned 
the presidency, and was succeeded in June following, by Bernard Cremer. 
Since its organization, the bank made two removals ; in January, 1884, to No. 203 
Main street, and in January, 1891, to 208 South Adams street, where it continued 
in business until January I, 1894. 

The German-American also did a savings bank business by the payment of 
interest on time deposits, dealt largely in foreign exchange, and made a specialty 
of ocean steamship tickets. On November 17, 1903, the date of the last statement 
to the comptroller of the currency, the German-American, in addition to its cap- 
ital stock of $3oo,ooo, had a surplus and profits of $IIO,OOO ; deposits of $1.733,- 
565 and total resources of $2,440,598. 

In pursuance of an agreement between the shareholders of this bank and 
those of the Commercial National Bank, it went into voluntary liquidation Janu- 
ary I ,  1904, and its business was absorbed by the latter institution whicl.1, a t  the 
same time, changed its name to Commercial German National Bank. 

PEORIA NATIONAL BANK 

The history of the Peoria National Bank dates back to 1852 when the bank-. 
ing firm of J. P. Hotchkiss & Co. was organized, with Lewis Howell as cashier 
and manager. The bank was first located in a narrow room at the west corner 
on Main street and Commercial alley, but in November, 1855, was removed to 
the northwest corner of Main and Washington streets. Joshua P. Hotchkiss, the 
head of the firm, died in 1856, by his will leaving Mr. Howell in charge of the 
bank, for- the benefit of his heirs. In January, 1860, the name of the firm was 
changed to L. Howell & Co.. the company being composed of Mr. Howell, J. 
Boyd Smith and J. B. Headley, and, on January I, 1863, Lorin G. Pratt succeeded 
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to the interest of Mr. Headley, Mr. Howell continuing as manager. On January 
I, 1864, another change occurred in the chartering of the bank under the national 
bank act, under the name of the Second National Bank of Peoria, with a capital 
of $200,000.00 and with L. Howell as president, L. G. Pratt, vice-president, and 
J. B. Smith, cashier. In January, 1874, George H. McIlvaine succeeded to the 
vice-presidency, and Thomas G. McCulloch, Jr., became cashier. Four years later 
(1878), Charles P. King was chosen vice-president, and George H. McIlvaine, 
cashier. May 24, 1880, Vice-President King was advanced to the presidency 
as successor to Mr. Howell, deceased. 

The charter of the Second National having expired in February, 1883, it was 
liquidated, and the bank was reorganized under the name of the Peoria National 
Bank, with Mr. King as president, and Mr. McIlvaine as cashier. The board 
of directors consisted of Charles P. King, George H. McIlvaine, Calvin C. Lines, 
Charles E. Day, Philip Zell, Charles H. Kellogg and William Jack. The director- 
ship for 1889 remained unchanged, except that Charles B. Day and Charles I-I. 
Kellogg were succeeded by Newton C. Dougherty and Leonard 1;. Houghton. 
At the same time Mr. McIlvaine became vice-president, Richard A. Culter suc- 
ceeding him in the office of cashier. Mr. Culter was succeeded in the cashier- 
ship in 1893 by Leonard F. Houghton, who was succeeded in 1902 by Harry T. 
Bartlett, who served 'about eighteen months. Mr. Houghton then resunled the 
office for a few months, when in January, 1904, S. 0. Spring was elected his suc- 
cessor. In January, 1893, Mr. Culter became a director, as successor to Leonard 
F. Houghton, and in March following, Mr. King having died after a service 
of ten years, George H. McIlvaine was chosen president to fill the vacancy. 
In 1897 Philip Zell succeeded to the presidency, in place of Mr. McIlvaine, de- 
ceased, and April 18, 1900, Mr. Zell having died, Newton C. Dougherty was 
chosen to succeed him. The report of the condition of the Peoria National Rank 
for August, 1905. shows capital of $~oo,ooo.oo; surplus and profits of $51,454.46; 
deposits of $1,286,540.94 and total resources of $1,806,370.57. 

This was the last statement made by the bank, which was placed in the hands 
of a receiver, October 7, 1905, in consequence of the downfall of its president, 
Newton C. Dougherty, who was found to have abstracted a large amount of 
the funds of the public scl~ools, of which he had been superintendent for many 
years. 0. C. Eerry, of Carthage, Illinois, was placed in charge as receiver, and 
after about two years, paid the depositors in full with interest and turned back 
the remaining assets to the stockholders. 

ANTFIONII LOAN A N D  TRUST COMPANY 

This company, whose principal business was loaning money on farm prop- 
erty and dealing In real estate mortgages, was the outgrowth of a business first 
established in Washington, Tazewell county, by Charles E. Anthony, about 
the year 1866. The business was for a time carried on in connection with that 
of the banking firm of Anthony & Denhart of that place, but in 1874 a branch 
house was established at Chatsworth, Illinois, under the name of Anthony, Den- 
hart & Wilson, and placed in charge of Clifford M. Anthony. The field of opera- 
tions in farm loans was much enlarged and the business grew rapidly. In 1877, 
Clifford M. Anthony returned to Washington as a partner in the firm. In 1882 
the firm was appointed financial correspondent of the Connecticut Mutual Life 
Insurance Company for the state of Illinois. 

About this time G. W. Curtiss, who had been engaged in the banking busi- 
ness at Urbana, Illinois, entered the employment of the firm in connection with 
the loan business. Early in 1885, the Anthony brothers severed their connec- 
tion, with the house of Anthony & Denhart, retaining the farm loan business, 
and, removing to Peoria, formed the copartnership of C. E. & C. M. Anthony, 
in which Mr. Curtiss became a partner in 1888. In 1891 the firm was incor- 
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porated under the name of the "Anthony Loan & Trust Company," with C. E. 
Anthony, president; C. M. Anthony, vice president, and G. W. Curtiss, secretary 
and treasurer. In 1898, Charles E. Anthony having retired from active par- 
ticipation in the management of the business, C. M. Anthony was chosen presi- 
dent, C. E. Anthony, vice president, Mr. Curtiss retaining the office of secretary 
and treasurer until 1899, when he became one of the vice presidents. The 
business of this company was taken over by the Dime Savings and Trust Corn- 
PanY. 

TITLE & TRUST COMPANY 

Though not strictly a banking institution the Title & Trust Company of 
Peoria had an intimate relation with the financial interests of the city, and is 
deserving mention in this connection. I t  was incorporated in 1890 by leading 
capitalists of the city, and, while its chief business was the investigation and 
furnishing of abstracts of title to real-estate, and the issuing of guaranty cer- 
tificates for the protection of owners and mortgagees from loss by reason of 
defective titles to real-estate in Peoria county, it also conducted a loan depart- 
ment for the purpose of making investments in real-estate (both farm and city 
property), dealing in mbrtgages, collecting interest on loans, etc. I t  was em- 
powered by its charter to act as executor or administrator of estates ; as guardian, 
receiver, assignee or in any other capacity assumed by a trustee in taking charge 
of estates. The company had a capital of $~oo,ooo with $50,000 deposited with 
the state auditor for the security of all trust obligations. The board of directors 
was conlposed largely of stockholders of different banks. The business of 
this institution also was taken over by the Dime Savings and Trust Company. 

The People's Savings Eank of Peoria was organized on a copartnership 
basis by Messrs. Martin Kingman, Charles A. Jamison, Rudolph Frey and E. C.  
Heidrich, and began business March 11, 1889, at 1329 South Adams street. 
The original stock was $10,000, which was subsequently increased to $12,500. 
At the outset Rudolph Frey served as the active manager and cashier, but in 
April, 1890, sold his one-quarter interest to Martin Kingman, and was succeeded 
in the position of cashier by George W. Zinser. In July, 1890, all the partners 
sold out their entire interests to Jacob Woolner. 

In 1904 Louis W. Look became cashier but unfortunate conditions existed 
which made it necessary to close the bank and its affairs were placed in the 
hands of a receiver. Assets were found insufficient and deposit liabilities were 
cancelled on the basis of sixty cents on the dollar. 

The banking house of Zell, Hotchkiss & Company was organized as a partner- 
ship concern to do a private banking business, in 1870, the partners being Philip 
Zell, Walter B. Hotchkiss and Henry C. Fursman. On  the death of Mr. Hotch- 
kiss, which occurred November 21, 1874, Mr. Zell acquired the interest of both 
Hotchkiss and Fursman, thereby becoming sole owner, and so continued until 
his death, April 11, 1900. Mr. Homer C. Lines occupied the position of cashier 
continuously for a period of . twenty-six years (1873-1899). After Mr. Zell's 
death the business was conducted for his heirs by W. E. M. Cole, who had 
succeeded Mr. Lines in the cashiership, but was discontinued as soon as matters 
then pending could be brought to a conclusion. 

Another private banking concern was that of J. B. Hogue & Company, estab- 
lished May I, 1867, by James B. Hogue and Thomas L. Davis, with a capital 
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of $50,000. On account of ill health Mr. Davis retired in May, 1874, Mr. Hague 
becoming sole owner. In March, 1880, the concern was compelled to suspend 
in consequence of heavy losses resulting from failure of a local business concern, 
but subsequently paid all liabilities in full. 

Mr. William Oberhauser started a private bank here in 1885, which con- 
tinued in operation about eight years, going into liquidation in 1893. It was 
at first located at the corner of Washington and Bridge streets, but afterwards 
removed to Adams street at the head of Bridge street. 





CHAPTER XXX , 

T H E  BOARO O F  TRADE-INDUSTRIAL PEORIA-USES MORE CORN T H A N  ANY CITY 
I N  THE UNITED STATES-MILLIONS PAID THE GOVERNMENT YEARLY I N  REV- 
ENUE-GREAT MANUFACTURING PLANTS AND MANY O F  THEM. 

Peoria is situated in the center of the most productive agricultural state in 
the Union. At its very door lie rich deposits of coal and underlying it is an 
inexhaustible vein of pure water of easy access. It is situated on the Illinois 
river, which gave it the earliest means of transportation facilities. 

These natural advantages drew to it manufacturing enterprises, many of 
which were large consumers of grain and so in an early day made Peoria a 
grain market, and as early as 1857 there was duly incorporated a Peoria Board 
of Trade, with John C. Grier as president and A. G. Tyng, Sr. as vice president, 
with fifty members, all of whom have passed away with the exception of B. L. 
T. Bourland. 

This association was organized for the furtherance of the grain business, 
and like all other boards of trade, was instituted to meet a commercial need. 
I t  also undertook to further all other commercial interests of the city. This 
organization was succeeded in 1869 by the present Peoria Board of Trade, 
with Horace Clark as its first president. While this exchange was instituted 
as a distinctly grain exchange, it has always taken a lively interest in national, 
state and city affairs. Its rules, like all other exchanges, insist upon just and 
equitable business methods on the part of its members and also provide for 
the arbitration of all business differences and while differences will occur, courts 
of law have rarely, if ever, been resorted to for adjustment. 

The great movements of recent years have been along the lines of organi- 
zation and cooperation and the Peoria Board of Trade secures its members 
these advantages to successfully and intelligently meet the exigencies of the 
ever changing conditions the world over, which invariably affect the grain 
trade more or less. 

Boards of trade and their members have been subject to much adverse criti- 
cism from persons who cannot or will not distinguish the difference between a 
gambler who risks his money on a chance and the speculator who buys or 
sells on his judgment after scanning the news of the world as to supply and 
demand, or the man who buys to provide against future needs or sells for future 
delivery to better advantage than present prices will return. 

While the members of the Peoria Board of Trade, like other prudent and 
conservative men in the grain trade, take advantage of the future markets when 
they offer assurances of securing profits, yet the Peoria Board of Trade is 
rather distinctly a cash grain market. 

The local consumption of grain at  Peoria demands about 60,000 bushels 
per day, while the demand from shippers and for storage purposes is only lim- 
ited by the price at  which it is offered. The constant demand for these pur- 
poses insures a strong and healthy competition at  all times. 

The inspection of grain is according to the uniform rules adopted by all 
~restern markets and is what may be termed commercial inspection. Since the 
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adoption of the moisture test it has been given to the patrons of this market 
without extra charge. The inspectors are employed by the board and are under 
the supervision of a committee representing all interests in the trade: receivers, 
shippers, consumers and producers. These inspectors, are men who have grown 
up in the trade and have been promoted from helpers as  vacancies occur, which 
is the rule followed. 

The weighing department consists of a chief weighmaster with the necessary 1 
corps of deputy supervisors at all industries and elevators and a scale expert, 
who are all employed directly by the Peoria Board of Trade. All defects or 
leakages are carefully noted on certificates sent to the consignor, which may 
be used as evidence if a claim is to be made for shortage. 

There are fourteen railroads running into the city and it is a division point 
of all the roads. Three public elevators with 2,500,000 bushels capacity, with 
every facility for transferring and conditioning grain quickly, are at the service 
of the trade : Burlington elevator, ~,ooo,ooo ; Iowa elevator, r,ooo,ooo ; Central 
City elevator, 250,000. 

Switching facilities are the most perfect of any market, requiring no multi- 
plicity of switching orders, and Peoria is noted for its prompt returns. Many 
cars are daily accounted for the next day after arrival. 

In the days when country banks were few, the members of this board sup- 
plied this deficiency with their means and credit in financing the movement 
of crops during harvest and to hold grain until demand and markets would re- 
ceive it. They are still doing this as reasonable requests come to them. I t  
will always be the aim of its members to further the mutual interests of fhose 
engaged in the trade and distribute free of charge all news that can be gath- 
ered affecting the market. 

The benefits to accrue in future years from the Peoria Board of Trade to 
the city and the grain territory tributary to Peoria can certainly be contem- 
plated with hopeful expectancy, for since its organization millions of bushels 
of grain and thousands of tons of hay, totaling inillions of dollars in value, have 
been handled and accounted for by its members with the utmos"cde1ity ant1 
care. 

Peoria has come to the front rapidly as a primary market during the past 
few years. Its importance as a handler of corn and oats has attracted the at- 
tention of the whole country. Peoria does not claim prominence as to wheat, 
rye or barley, though considerable business is done there every year in these 
cereals, and its industries use large quantities of rye and barley of the best 
grades. 

This city does claim a place in the very front rank as a receiving marliet 
of corn and oats every day in the year, and is equally well lcnown as a shipping 
point to all parts of the south and east. Peoria's system of inspection and 
weighing, every feature of which is directly under the jurisdiction of the Board 
of Trade, has proved entirely satisfactory to the country sllipper as wen as 
to the consumer, the country over. And it is not on the program that any 
backward steps will be taken. On the contrary, the Peoria grain market during 
the past few years has successfully met and won every controversy which 
threatened its supremacy. 

Peoria is the largest daily consumer of corn in the world and, in addition 
to the corn ground up there every day, supplies a very large portion of that 
used in the neighboring city of Pekin, which is only ten miles away and con- 
tains three large corn industries. 

The motto of Peoria grain dealers is: "Treat your customer fairly every 
time, and you will keep him. if your market values are in line." 

Receipts of grain at Peoria during four months prior to May I ,  1912, 
amounted to 266.835 bushels of wheat; 7,885,~81 bushels of corn; 2,323,110 
bushels of oats ; 89,175 bushels of rye; and 716,711 bushels of barley, compared 
with 208,954 bushels of wheat; 6,413,883 bushels of corn; 1,706,125 bushels 
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of oats; 122,600 bushels of rye; and 825,032 bushels of barley received during 
the corresponding four months of 191 I. 

Shipments of grain from Peoria during the four months prior to May I, 
1912, amounted to 245,485 bushels of wheat; 5,459,229 bushels of corn; 3,668,- 
407 bushels of oats; 52,756 bushels of rye; and 269,351 bushels of barley, com- 
pared with 140,667 bushels of wheat; 5,406,722 bushels of corn; 2,145,302 
bushels of oats; 27,774 bushels of rye; and 431,569 bushels of barley. 

Total receipts of all grain were 11,282,012 bushels during four months of 
1912, compared with 9,276,594 bushels received during the same period in 1911. 
Total shipments during the four months were 9,725,228 bushels, compared with 
8,152,034 bushels of grain shipped during the same period of 191 I. 

Peoria is the second city of the state of Illinois in population. I t  is the 
terminal point of fourteen railroads, including the most important systems of 
the United States. The Illinois river is navigable ten months in each year and 
tiaffic on it is gradually increasing. 

The new city directory, issued May I, 1912, contains 51,124 names, indi- 
cating a population of I I 5,029. 

Peoria's parks and parkways contain four hundred and twenty-five acres 
and are valued a t  $3,5oo,mo. This acreage is included in Peoria pleasure and 
park driveway systems and in this system is Grand View drive, 14,632 feet 
in length and IOO feet wide, skirting the bluffs and overlooking the Illinois 
river valley. 

Topographically the city of Peoria and the city of Washington are almost 
identical. A view unrivaled in America, according to Ian Maclaren, is the 
Prospect Heights view of the Illinois river valley, the winding stream, the 
blossoming fields and the neighboring cities. 

The pages of this volume increased so rapidly that when the writer reached 
the subject of industries of Peoria. an important and very interesting one, he 
was con~pelled to condense his lines very much against his will. Peoria is a great 
manufacturing center and is teeming with many a ~ d  varied industrial concerns, 
all of which should be given a place here, but lack of space will not admit of  
it. A few of the leading manufactories will simply be touched upon. 

It  is interesting to know that early in the history of Peoria the manufacture 
of far111 inlplenlents began. This was in the decade between 1850 and 1860. 
The first firms to handle farm machinery were Curtenius & ,Griswold, J. 147. For- 
sythe, and a man by the name of Gray. Soon after them came into the field the 
late lsaac JVallier and Harvey Lightner. Moses Pettengill also sold hardware 
and f art11 machinerv. 

The Icingman Plobv Conlpany is one of the oldest and largest of Peoria's in- 
dustries. The factory is located in Averyville on Korth Adams street and is a 
modern, well equipped plant. giving employment to about 350 people. The busi- 
ness was founded by Martin Kingman in the year 1867. This company has 
branch houses in St. Louis, Kansas City, Omaha, Dallas, Oklahoma, Denver and 
Des Moines. Its export trade is handled from an office in New York city. At 
this plant is manufactured riding plows, steel lever harrows, disc harrows, cotto11 
planters. corn listers, cultivators, etc. 

The largest manufacturing concern in Peoria is the hvery Company. The 
business was originally organized as a partnership by R. H. and C. X4. Avery, 
in Galesburg, Illit~ois, in the early '70s. I t  was later incorporated as The Avery 
Manufacturing Company. In 1883 the Avery Planter Company was organized, 
with a capital stock of $~OO,OGO. The capitalization was increased in 1893 to 
$,~oo,ooo. In 1900 the capital was raised to $~,ooo.ooo and the name changed to 
The Avery 14anufacturing Company, whose capital stock is $2,500,000. The 
officers are: J. B. Bartholomew, president; H. C. Roberts, vice president; El- 
wood Cole, treasurer; and F. B. Kinsey, superintendent. Both of the original 
founders are dead but their representatives still hold stock in the corporation, 
and G. L. Avery, a son of C. PIT. Avery, is a member of the board of directors. 
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The plant covers a total of fifty acres. I t  maintains branch houses at Omaha, 
Des Moines, Minneapolis, Fargo, Billings, Aberdeen, Kansas City, Indianapolis, 
St. Louis, Grand Forks and Sioux Falls. The company employs from 800 to 
1,200 men. The principal output of the factory are traction engines and thresh- 
ing machines. 

One of the old established manufactories in Peoria is that of the Culter 8: 
Proctor foundry, where are made heating and cooking stoves and ranges. 
About the year 1907 the concern was absorbed by a stock company, at the head 
of which is Robert D. Clarke. Proctor P. Cooley is the vice president and 
general manager and Garrett D. Kinsey, secretary and treasurer. The estab- 
lishment occupies a solid city block between Hamilton, Fayette, Commercial 
and Water streets, in a five-story building. About 1% men are given employ- 
ment. 

The R. Herschel Manufacturing Company started in 1887 with little capi- 
tal and employed five men in a shop 40 x 40 feet. In 1893 the company was 
incorporated with a capital of $30,000. Later this was increased to $50,000, 
and at the present time the capital and surplus amount to $6oo,ooo. The origi- 
nal plant was located at the corner of South Washington and Persimmon streets, 
where were manufactured mower knives, reaper sickles, sections, heads, guards 
and other parts of mowers and binders. In 1902 the new plant was located 
in East Peoria, covering six acres of floor space and giving employment to 300 
people. Additional buildings were erected in 1910 which double the capacity 
of the plant. Shipments of the Herschel products are made to South America, 
Germany, France, England, Switzerland, Russia, Sweden, Siberia, Australia and 
other grain producing countries. 

In 1892 J. B. Bartholomew, a member of the Avery Company, put UIJ a 
little factory in Des Moines, Iowa, where he manufactured peanut roasters. 
The business grew to such proportions that in 1893 a larger and better equipped 
factory became necessary. That same year the concern was incorporated as 
the Bartholomew Company, and in 1900 the plant was nloved to Peoria, taking 
up its quarters in the old watch factory on West Bluff. In 1902 Mr. Bartholo- 
mew began manufacturing Glide automobiles in connection with the roasters. 
and in 1904 the plant was enlarged by an addition of a brick building two 
stories in height, 250 feet in length, by 48 feet in depth; but, by 1909, the build- 
ings proved to he inadecjuate and the plant was moved to its present location 
at  Peoria Heights. I-Iere many hundreds of employes are given steady work. 
The officers of the concern are: J. B. Bartholomew, president ; A. Y. Bartholo- 
mew, first vice president; 0. Y. Bartholomew, second vice president; and 
Charles Tjaden, secretary. 

About the year 1887 the Hart Grain Weigher Company started in business 
in a small one-story building, where but a few men were employed, but today it 
owns and occupies a five-story, modern factory building, where 350 men are 
given steady work. In 1908 the company's four-story building was destroyetl 
by fire, which had been built in 1901. This building has been replaced by a 
larger and better one, five stories in height. The Hart Grain Weigher Company 
makes a complete line of grain weighers, loaders, baggers, wing carriers and 
thresher racks. The officers are: S. H. Hart, president; W. B. Wilde, vice 
president and treasurer; J. E. DeVries, secretary. 

The Acme Harvesting Machine Coinpanv manufactures binders, mowers, 
sulky rakes, stackers, transport trucks. Craver headers and other farm machinery. 
I t  has branches in many of the European and South American countries. The 
plant is an extensive one, having a floor space covering an area of about sixty 
acres and gives employment to a large number of men. 

The factory of the Peoria Drill & Seeder Company is also on North Perry 
street. Its line of manufactures includes grain drills, broadcast seeders, end-gate 
seeders, stalk cutters, harrow carts, phosphate distributors, etc. C. A. Patterson 
is president of the company; Walter Barker, vice president; and L. E. Roby, 
treasurer and superintendent. 
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I T l ~ c  I-Iarrington Manofacturing Company is on North Adams street. It  began 
ill a small way and is today one ot the inlportant concerns of the city. The out- 
put of the Harriilgton hlanufacturing Conlpany consists of rural free delivery 
wagons, of which it makes a specialty, but as a rnatter of fact all kinds of light 
coml~?ercjal wagons are made at this plant. The company was organized ancl 111- 

cor l~ora t~d in 1903, at llonticello, Illinois, and in 1903 nloved to Peoria. 
1:ut why go into detail any further? This article has been drawn out too 

long now to harn~onize with the space left for it. It  hardly seenls fair to men- 
ti011 just a few of the industries of Peoria, while so many of equal impoi-ta11c.e 
are not given space. There are at least four hut~dred manufacturing plants in 
the city urith a capital invested of $Z~,OOO,OOO. These plants ernploy an army of 
12,000 men and hand out in wages an~lually about $8,m,ooo. Their finished 
Ixocl~~cts amount to about $Go,ooo,coo. S o  toiv11 on earth makes more 1v11isl;ey 
than Peoria and it paid the governn~ent during the fiscal year of 1911 about 
$~o,ooo,ooo in internal revenue. 

1-'eoria has its cordage factory, an immense concern, whicl~ was organized in 
1858 with a capital stock of $200,000, which mas increased in 189s to $loo,ooo. 
The plant manufactures binder twine, \vhic!; finds a sale in all parts of the world, 
and tl~roughot~t the year employs from 250 to  300 people. E. C. I-Ieidrich is 
president and manager. He is ably assisted by his sons, E. C. and lirthur G. 
1-Teidrich. 

There is also the Thomas & Clarlie Cracker factory at the corner of Bridge 
mnd Washington streets; the Behrens ice plant, which nlanufactures artificial ice; 
the Keystone Steel & Wire Company and llundreds of otl~ers. 

The firm of Schipper & Gl~cli,  composed of I3enry C. Clocl; and John C. 
Schipper, was first formed in Pekin, Illinois, in 1860. Proving successful, it was 
l>roposed that another store be opened in Peoria, a much larger city, just ten 
miles away. Tior this work Fred L. Block, the younger brother of I-Ienry C .  
Clock, and Theodore Kuhl were con~~nissioned to take charge of the new ven- 
ture. On October 12, 1879, the modest shop in Peoria was opened at 124 South 
Adams street, and the record of its growth from that day to this-a third of a 
:entury--has been phenomenal. 

The business soon outgrew its quarters and in 1890 it became necessary to 
move to the Woolner building, which had just been erected. In 1895 the Tucker 
furniture store was purchased and continued at 317-319 South Adatlls until 
IPS. In August of that year, Schipper & Block lnoved both stores to the Big 
\Vhite Store, built and owned by them. They also added new departments and 
~varel~ouses. This firm employs more people than any other institutior~ in the 
city of Peoria, having as many as six hundred and fifty helpers at times. 
Schipper (G Clocli now have about three and one-half acres of selling space. 

I 

Including all warehouses and the garage, there are about six acres of space. 
Death having removed John Schipper and Fred Block. The present nlembers are : 
Henry Block, president ; Theodore Kuhl, vice president ; Carl Block, secretary ; 
IT. FI. Elocli, treasurer. 
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EUGENE F. BALDWIN. . 

There is no struggle more continuous or more severe than that which is con- 
stantly transpiring in the wonderful operations which furnish men with news. 
The demand for live, honest and up-to-date news, is constantly increasing, but the 
supply is dependent on many contingencies of which he must be a clear observer 
and accurate reasoner who measures. The revolution, too, in methods of busi- 
ness that has been witnessed even by the young men of this generation, has had 
the efTect of stranding many who could not conform to the new systems. The 
most successful editor or newspaper man today is he who is most comprehensive 
in his grasp of thought; who perceives most clearly ; discriminates most keenly ; 
seizes on the right means and the right time most decisively; and retains his 
equanimity in situations most complex and difficult. ' The successful newspaper 
man of today must be a man well versed in every line of culture, and must be 
able to estimate this culture truly and apply it properly. 

Such a man is Eugene F. Baldwm, veteran editor of Peoria. Xlr. Baldwin has 
climbed the'journalistic ladder from the bottom round, and has attained his present 
position in the newspaper world through his own individual efforts and by strict 
application and hard work, and has brought his paper, The Peoria Evening Star, 
to a position of honor and distinction which it richly deserves. Mr. Ealdwin is 
more than a mere newspaper editor. He is a scholar and a gentleman. In the 
course of his long editorial career, he has acquired a style that is classic, bril- 
liant, scintillating, with wit, scholarly and fluent with the ease of rare culture 
and learning. His success in the important department of journalism, against 
many adverse influences, is truly creditable to his intelligence, enterprise and in- 
dustry. But his success is not simply individual in its results ; through the Peoria 
Star, he is aiding to advance all the interests of Peoria, advocating its institu- 
tions and enterprises, and helping to increase its wealth, and extend its propor- 
tions to that of a metropolitan city. 

Eugene F. Baldwin was born in Watertown, Connecticut, on December I ,  
1840. His parents were Stephen and Julia (Pardee) Baldwin. Stephen Baldwin 
was a deacon in the Congregational church, as was his father before, and the boy 
was brought up in strict Calvinistic principles, an early training which gave a 
distinct trend to his mind, and flavors his writings to the present day. The relig- 
ious influences of his early life were remarkably intense. The Bible was his 
daily reading, and his deep and detailed knowledge of the Book of Books is 
perhaps due to this early education in its beauties. Stephen Baldwin, the father 
of Eugene, was strongly religious in his tendencies, and being a builder by trade, 
conceived the idea that God had called him by Divine appointment to devote his 
energies exclusively to the building of churches. The mental food of the family 
consisted of Watt's Hymns, the Shorter Catechism, and Eaxter's Saints' Rest. 
Mr. Eugene Baldwin's keen mind absorbed this religious atmosphere, and it 
colored all his life and writings. 

Stephen Baldwin came west in 1855 and settled with his family in Milwaukee. 
Eugene was at this time of high-school age, and he attended the high school at  
Milwaukee. In 1860 he secured a position as teacher in Clinton county, Illinois, 
a situation which he gave up to enter the State Normal School at Eloomington, in 
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order better to fit himself for what he believed at that time to be his life's pro- 
fession. However, the next spring found him working at his carpenter's bench 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, where his father had moved in the interval. In 1861, 
when the Civil war had commenced, Eugene Baldwin enlisted in the Twelfth 
Indiana Volunteers, and served honorably and bravely until 1863, when after 
having been captured by the Confederates, and broken down physically, he was 
discharged as an invalid. In  1864, Mr. Baldwin came to Chillicothe, Illinois, to 
take the position as principal of the schools there. H e  made such a success of 
this work that he was soon called to Peoria to take the head of the First Ward 
school there. When a year later, he accepted the position as local editor of the 
Peoria Transcript, his long newspaper career began. After serving four years in 
this capacity, he resigned, and went to E l  Paso, Illinois, where he bought the El 
Paso Journal. The next year, however, 11e.returned to Peoria, and in partnership 
with Mr. A. R. Sheldon established the Peoria Review, which remained in ex- 
istence but three years. There followed a short experience as editor of the Rock 
Island Union, after which Mr. Baldwin again purchased the El Paso Journal. 
In 1877, with Mr. J. B. Barnes as a partner, he came to Peoria and established 
the Peoria Journal, which is today one of the leading newspapers of the city. 

In 1891, Mr. Baldwin left the newspaper world, and associated himself with 
Charles H. Powell in the Sylvan Remedy Company, dealing in patent medicines. 
This venture proved disastrous financially, and when it failed entirely three 
years afterward, Mr.  Baldwin went back to the business for which he was so 
unicluely fitted, and began the publication of the Peoria Star, the first issue ap- 
pearing September 27, 1897. Neither Mr..Baldwin nor Mr. Powell, who was 
still associated with him, had at this time, any money. They bought the printing 
press on credit, and even found themselves unable to pay the freight when it was 
shipped down to them. In comparing the humble beginnings of the Peoria Star 
of fifteen years, with the magnificent organ of weight and influence to which it 
has grown, we can but be struck with the commanding force of energetic per- 
severance in a worthy cause. Mr. Baldwin was then, as he is now. a forceful, 
aggressive, earnest man, and in those fifteen years has demonstrated the advan- 
tages of the city he has made his home, and abundantly verified the good opinions 
of his many friends. He has always kept abreast of the times, and in his en- 
thusiastic pursuit of his business is often in advance and always ready to meet 
the demands of this rapid age of improvement. He is a man of progressive 
ideas, has been successful in his business and has proved his ability as a manager 
of an enterprise which calls for intelligence, tact and skill. H e  has long been one 
of Peoria's energetic and enterprising citizens. H e  has brought the Peoria Star, 
from its precarious beginning to a position in the journalistic world which makes 
it one of the most weighty and influential newspapers in the city today. 

Mr. Baldwin is now sole owner of the paper, and acts as its .editor. His 
editorial remarks are read eagerly every day, for their clear, concise and pointed 
expositions of the current affairs of the day. In addition to the editorials, the 
Sunday issue of the Star contains a page from the pen of Mr. Baldwin, called 
The Philosopher. In this page, Mr. Baldwin has an organ for the expounding 
of his views on science, religion, current events, and all the various and manifold 
influences which make up the world. I t  is always a page of the most profound, 
cultured and scholarly philosophy, written in the pointed, witty, telling style, 
which is Mr. Raldwin's own. This Sunday page has earned for its author, a 
reputation which extends far  beyond local limits. 

#Mr. Baldwin's style is strong and forcible, clear in expression, and of com- 
manding purity of English. Mr. Baldwin himself is public-spirited, without 
being partisan ; charitable without ostentation ; enterprising, but careful ; imbued 
with high religious principles, always accomplishing remarkable results with 
quiet power. 
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On April 23, 1866, Mr. Baldwin was married to R'liss Sarah J. Gove, and they 
became the parents of three children: Ethel, deceased; Frank E., now a prom- 
inent physician and surgeon in Peoria; and Mildred, now living with her parents 
in their home at 21 I Xorth Perry avenue. 

For some time, Mr. Baldwin did considerable outside literary work. H e  is 
the author of several pamphlets, one novel and a work on hypnotism. Of late 
years, however, he has given this up, devoting his outside time to lectures and 
speeches for which he is in great demand on account of his eloquent lucidity of 
thought. H e  was also one of the pron~oters and builders of the Grand Opera 
House, which building housed for twenty years the most exclusive and high-class 
amusenlents in the city until it was burned down a few pears ago. 

Mr. Baldwin is now in the seventy-second year of his age. H e  is in the full 
vigor and strength of manhood with all his faculties unimpaired. -Almost his 
entire life Els been directed to the study and betterment of journalism in his 
city. H e  is most industrious in his pursuit of his business and his breadth of 
learning corresponds to the lahors he performs. -4s a thorough, sound and deep- 
read writer he occupies a position in the first ranks of his brethren. Clear and dis- 
tinct, always logical, with a full command of language, earnest and of strong 
convictions. Ile never fails to inlpress his audience with the justice of the cause 
he pleads. H e  is noted for his aptitude in grappling with details. and for his 
accurate and keen perception and judgment. Fearless, impulsive and frank to 
a degree, what he thinks, he says, and says it hard. H e  indulges in no prelimi- 
naries, but strikes straight from the shoulder. Perhaps the most obvious, if not 
the strongest trait of Mr. Baldwin's character is his intense individuality. No 
one who has ever met him can mistake anyone else for him, or 11im for anyone 
else. H e  is Itno~vn as a forceful man whose strong and well-balanced views have 
enabled him to accomplish what he has undertalien and gain considerable prestige 
as a journalist, and his reputation for ability is of the very best. H e  is a man of 
strong presence, with a determined will and a kindly manner which carries every- 
thing before i t ;  a sound, enterprising, clear-headed benevolent and versatile man, 
and Peoria is constantly the gainer by his reinarkable abilities. 

In social life he is universally respected and esteemed by all classes of our 
citizens. In  the large circle of his acquaintances he forms his opinions of men 
regardless of worldly wealth and position. He has labored, and not in vain, for  
the welfare of the city, and enjoys in a marked degree that reward of the pro- 
gressive, upright citizen, the respect and confidence of his fellowmen. H e  hears 
the burden of his years lightly, and shows but few traces of the cares and per- 
plexities inseparable from an active, busy life. 

WILLIAM HAZZARD. 

William Hazzard is well kno~vn in financial circles as the cashier of the Com- 
mercial German National Bank, to which position he has attained by advance- 
ment through intermediate positions from that of messenger. Ability and faith-. 
fulness have led to his continuous progress and he is recobpized as a keen, prac- 
tical business man. His birth occurred in Peoria in 1869, his father being 
Joseph F. Hazzard, who was also a native of Peoria, horn in 1843. After ac- 
quiring his education in the public schools of this city, the father engaged in the 
contracting and building business with his father, James Hazzard, who came to 
Peoria in 1840 as one of the pioneer residents of the city and spent the re- 
mainder of his life here in the contracting business. The name of Hazzard has 
ever stood as a synonym for business activity, enterprise and reliability in Peoria. 
During the past thirty years Joseph F. Hazzard has been in the government em- 
ploy in connection with the internal revenue office. H e  married l\liss Louisa 
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A. Phenix, who came to Peoria from the south with her father, Leander Phenix, 
who spent the greater part of his life in this city. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
F. Hazzard four children have been born: Florence, who is the wife of John Lloyd, 
of Los Angeles, California; Charles, a resident of New Yorlc city; Mary, of 
New York; and William. 

The latter spent his youth as  do most boys, dividing his time between the 
work of the schoolroom, the pleasures of the playground and such tasks as were 
assigned him by parental authority. When he had graduated from the high 
school as a member of the class of 1888 he entered the office of Stevens, Lee & 
Horton, with whom he studied law until April, 1889. Thinking, however, that 
activity in the financial world would prove more congenial than law practice, 
he accepted a position as messenger in the Commercial German National Eank, 
when about twenty years of age, and since that time has worked his way steadily 
upward by reason of his close application, ready mastery of tasks assigned him and 
his indefatigable industry. H e  served as bookkeeper from 1892 until 18gg and was 
afterward exchange and collection clerk for two years. In  1901 he was made 
assistant cashier and in May, 1911, was chosen cashier to succeed E. A. Cole. 
Thus practically his entire business career has been spent in connection with the 

. Comn~ercial German National Bank and his activity has contributed in no small 
measure to its success. 

In  Peoria, in 1894, Mr. Hazzard was united in marriage to Miss Lona R. 
Evans, a sister of Willis Evans, of whom mention is made elsewhere in this 
volume. They are the parents of three children: Lowell B., Lucia and Martha 
E. The parents attend and hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal church. 
Mr. Hazzard is preeminently a home man, taking no active part in club life, yet 
is greatly interested in the welfare of his city and cooperates in measures and 
movements for its growth and progress. In quiet devotion to his duties he has 
won the respect and confidence of his fellowmen who name him as one of the 
representative citizens of Peoria. 

CHARLES R. WHEELER. 

Honored and respected by all, there is no man who occupies a more enviable 
position in the business and financial circles of Peoria than Charles R. Wheeler, 
the president of the First National Bank. I t  has not been his success alone that 
has placed him in high regard but rather the straightforward business policy 
which he has ever followed and the utilization of methods which never seek nor 
require disguise. H e  has been a resident of this city since 1851, coming here 
when a youth of ten years. His birth occurred on a farm near Kenton, Hardin 
county, Ohio, January 22, 1841, his parents being H. N. and Matilda (McCoy) 
Wheeler. The father was born in Scioto county, Ohio, in 1811, and his parents 
were Amos and Elizabeth (Snow) Wheeler, the former of Wheelersburg, Ohio, 
and the latter a native of Connecticut. When eleven years of age H. N. Wheeler 
left his native county and removed with his parents to Monroe county, Ohio, 
where he resided until sixteen years of age, when upon the death of his father 
he went Burlington, where he completed his education. Five years were thus 
passed, after which he returned to Marion county and soon afterward embarked 
in merchandising, in which he continued until 1851. That year witnessed his 
arrival in Peoria. Some years before-in 1837-H. N. Wheeler was married in 
Hardin county, Ohio, to Miss Matilda McCoy, a native of Putnam, Muskingum 
county, that state. Following his arrival in Peoria he opened a wholesale grocery 
house under the firm style of Wheeler, Sloan & Company, and continued in the 
business for five or six years, after which he sold out. For many years he was 
engaged in the real-estate and banking business, in which connection he gained 
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prominent recognition as a leading business man of that city. For several years 
he was a director in the Second National Bank, becoming a member of its first 
board, but resigned that position upon his election in January, 1866, to the presi- 
dency of the Mechanics National Eank. H e  remained at the head of that insti- 
tution for many years and succeeded in establishing it upon a safe, substantial 
basis, making it one of the leading financial institutions of the city. In  1879 he 
was elected to the presidency of the Chamber of Commerce of Peoria and was 
also treasurer of the Peoria Mercantile Library Association, being the first in- 
cumbent of that office. His religious faith was that of the Presbyterian church 
and much of his time and thought was devoted to furthering its interests. In 
business affairs his plans were well formulated and carefully executed so that he 
carried forward to successful completion whatever he undertook. Death came 
to him in 1884 and his wife passed away two years later. 

Charles R. Wheeler supplemented his public-school 'education by study in 
Antioch College at  Yellow Springs, Ohio, after which he returned to Peoria 
to enter upon his business career. H e  joined his brother, P. C. Wheeler, in the 
conduct of a wholesale grocery business and was also a partner in the Barker & 
Wheeler Drug Company until he disposed of his interests in that enterprise in 
1910. His identification with the First National Eank dates from the 1st of 
January, 1896, when he was called to the vice presidency of the institution. He 
served as its second executive officer for ten years and upon the death of John C. 
Proctor in 1906 was elected to the presidency. Recognizing the fact that the 
bank is most prosperous which most carefully safeguards the interests of its de- 
positors, he has been most watchful in making investments and loans and has thus 
protected the interests of the institution and its clients. He has made a thorough 
study of the banking business in its various phases and his capability enables him 
to find ready solution for intricate financial problems. 

111 1870 Mr. Wheeler was united in marriage to Miss N. J. Williams, of 
.Marion, Ohio. and unto them has been born a son. Charles N., who is now secre- 
tary of the Springdale Cemetery Association. The family is very prominent 
socially and 13%r. Wheeler belongs to the Creve Coeur Club and to the Country 
Club. His friends find him a most congenial and entertaining companion and the 
social qualities of his nature constitute an even balance with his splendid business 
ability. Business has been his foremost interest and yet he has not allowed it to 
preclude his activity along other lines and especially in matters of citizenship he 
stands ready to aid and further any project for the general good. 

JOSEPH V. GRAFF. 

Joseph V. Graff, lawyer and lawmaker, in whose congressional record there 
is no esoteric phase and whose work has constituted a valuable contribution to va- 
rious lines of progress, was born in Terre Haute, Indiana, July I, 1854. H e  comes 
of German and Scotch-English ancestry. His paternal great-grandparents were 
natives of Germany and on coming to America settled at Brownsville, PennsyI- 
vania. There the birth of Jacob K. Graff, the father of Joseph V. Graff, oc- 
curred. The mother, who bore the maiden name of Mary Jane Miller, was a 
native of Ohio and was of Scotch-English lineage. The family home was es- 
tablished in Terre Haute, Indiana, and at the usual age Joseph V. Graff entered 
the public schools, in which he passed through the consecutive grades to his 
graduation from the high school. His more advanced literary course was pur- 
sued in Wabash College at  Crawfordsville, Indiana, but in 1873 he became 
a resident of Illinois, settling first a t  Delavan, where he became interested in 
merchandising in connection with his brother and brother-in-law. His desire, 
however, was to enter upon a professional career and he devoted his evenings 
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and other leisure hours to the mastery of the principles of jurisprudence, his 
progress being such that in 1879 he was able to pass an examination that won 
him admission to the bar. 

Mr. Graff at once entered upon the active practice of law in Delavan, where 
he remained until 1883, when he removed to Nebraska. During that period he 
was for one year a partner of W. R. Curran. H e  remained in the west for two 
years and then returned to Illinois, opening an office a t  Pekin, Tazewell county, 
where he remained alone in practice until 1894. H e  then entered into practice 
with Judge George C. Rider and was thus engaged until his removal to Peoria 
in 1899. In  this city he became a partner of Lyman J. Carlock, their relation, 
however, being terminated when Mr. Graff was instrumental in securing the ap- 
pointment of his partner to the position of one of the United States judges in the 
Philippine Islands. Mr. Graff was then joined by C. V. Miles, under the firm 
style of Graff & Miles. 

Until 1891 Mr. Graff never had held public office but in that year was elected 
one of the inspectors of schools for the city of Pekin and was made president 
of the board of education. H e  continued in that position until his nomination for 
congress. His political record is characterized by a devotion to duty that none 
has questioned. H e  has ever placed patriotism before partisanship and the 
public welfare before personal aggrandizement, and his election was a tribute 
to his personal worth and the confidence reposed in him. During the period of 
democratic rule in the state legislature, under the administration of Governor 
Altgeld, the state was redistricted that the election of democratic candidates for  
congress might be more sure. The counties of Putnam, Marshall, Peoria, Fulton 
and Mason were placed in one district, which was supposed to have a democratic 
majority of at least twenty-two hundred. So confident were the democratic 
leaders of victory that one strong democratic county was given to another dis- 
trict to make it  more sure. In  1894 was held the first nomination after the re- 
districting was done and Hon. George 0. Barnes, of Lacon, was made the dem- 
ocratic standard bearer, while the republicans chose Joseph V. Graff as their 
candidate. The election that followed was a surprise to the democratic leaders 
throughout the state, for Mr. Graff won by a majority of thirty-three hundred. 
That his first term's service won the commendation and approval of the gen- 
eral public is indicated in the fact that for three successive terms he was re- 
nominated by acclamation and reelected by a decisive majority. H e  became an 
active working member of the house, connected with much constructive legis- 
lation. H e  never gave his support to any measure without carefully informing 
himself concerning its salient points and its possibilities for effectiveness. H e  
was made chairman of the committee on claims, which has jurisdiction over 
every claim presented against the government, with the exception of war claims. 
H e  was made a member of the committee on agriculture. His most important 
work was s is  years' service on the committee on appropriations, where as a 
member of the sub-committee of five, he had to do with the fortification appro- 
priations of the country, which amounted to from eight to fifteen million per 
year. Afterward he was added to the sub-committee having charge of all de- 
partment employes of the government. H e  was the only member from this 
part of Illinois who ever served upon the appropriation committee of Congress, 
which has no rival in importance in that body. 

His work in behalf of the Civil war veterans won him the gratitude and 
thanks of all the "boys in blue." H e  interested himself in the river and harbor 
bills, which were before congress during the session of 1900-1 and led to an 
appropriation of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the survey of the 
Illinois and Des~laines rivers from the lower end of the Chicago drainage canal 
with the view of deepening the same and giving a deep waterway from the lakes 
to the gulf. The bill, however, was defeated. The republican convention for 
the new sixteenth congressional district met in Peoria, May 5 ,  1902, and by 
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unaninlous vote, Mr. Grafi was tendered the reelection to congress, being thus 
nominated for the fourth consecutive term by acclamation-a record that is 
almost without parallel in the political history of the state. H e  served in con- 
gress from the fifty-fourth to the sixty-first general assemblies, his term expiring 
March 4, 1911. Over the record of his political activity there falls nb shadow of 
wrong or suspicion of evil. He has been loyal to his principles and his promises, 
sans peur and sans reproche. 

Mr. Graff is a valued member of several fraternal organizations. He belongs 
to the Masonic Lodge, the Modern Woodmen Camp, the Union Veterans' Union 
and the Sons of Veterans Camp. His religious faith is that of the Presbyterian 
church. It  is well known that his cooperation can be counted upon wherever 
matters of public welfare are involved. Advancement and improvement con- 
stitute the keynote of his character and have been manifest in his professional 
career, in his political service and in his private life. Since his retirement from 
congress he has entered upon the general practice of law a t  Peoria and in addition 
is the vice president and a director of the First National Bank of East Peoria. 
His was an extended congressional service and the record of none has been 
more faultless in manner, fearless in conduct and stainless in reputation. 

I-TEXRY \iHITCO3iB LYNCH. 

Henry \V, Lynch is prominently before the public in Peoria a t  the present 
time as postmaster of the city and yet long before entering upon the duties of 
this position he has been known as a representative and valued citizen because 
of the extent and importance of his business connectioos. He is one of the fore- 
most representatives of the coal trade in the central part of the state, conducting 
his sales along wholesale lines while at the same time he is interested as an 
owner it1 various coal mining properties of this state and of Indiana. His birth 
occurred in hlagnolia, Putnam county, Illinois, on the 26th of July, 1857, his 
parents being Jesse and Harriet (Urhitcomb) Lynch, the former a native of 
S e w  York and the latter of Michigan. The son entered the public schools of his 
native county and after mastering the branches of learning therein taught, con- 
tinued his education in the University of Illinois, where he spent two years. 
Turning his attention to the profession of teaching, he took charge of a school 
south of Chenoa and later accepted a clerkship in a grain elevator at Ballard. 
Afterward he became connected with the railroad service as an employe of the 
Toledo, Peoria, Warsaw & Western Railway Company, acting as agent at Shel- 
don, Illinois, from 1881 until 1888. 

On the 1st of February of the latter year Mr. Lynch came to Peoria where 
he has since made his home and entered business circles here as manager of a 
coal conlpany that was operating extensively in central Illinois. H e  has been 
engaged in 11usiness on his own account since 1894 and in the intervening period 
his course has been characterized by continuous progress resulting from the 
wise and judicial use of time, talents and opportunities. He has been a leading 
factor in the clevelopment of the coal trade in this and adjoining states, eventually 
becoming one of the most extensive operators in Illinois. He handles the product 
of various mines of the middle west and in a number of these is largely inter- 
ested financially. H e  has studied the trade and its possibilities, has bent his 
energies to the mastery of every problem connected there~vith and in this way 
has advanced to a position of leadership in his chosen field. 

As previously stated, ho\vever. Mr. Lynch is also well known because of the  
service which he is rendering to the public in office. In politics he has ever 
been a stalwart and earnest hut conservative republican and his opinions have 
carried weight in the local councils of his party. I-Ie was first called to office in 
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1895 when elected alderman from the old first ward and his first term's service 
received commendation and approval in his reelection in 1897. Further indorse- 
ment of his record as councilman came to him in his election to the office of 
mayor in 1899 and to the city he gave a businesslike, practical and progressive 
administration. In 1906 he was again called from private life to public office 
in his appointment as postmaster of Peoria, to which he was reappointed on the 
expiration of his four years' term. The local press said of him: "As alderman, 
mayor and postmaster his official course has been marked by the same earnest 
qualities that have made him a successful business man. He has always en- 
deavored in an official capacity to perform his duties in the interest of the public 
welfare and in this his sterling integrity and his capabilities have made him a 
valued public official." Neither is Mr. Lynch unknown in the financial field for 
he figures in local banking circles as the vice president of the Central National 
Bank. 

On the 24th of  July, 1884, Mr. Lynch was united in marriage at Oxford, 
Indiana, to Rliss Frances M. Ealdwin, a daughter of Ira and Phoebe Baldwin, 
and unto them have been born two sons, Ralph A. and Harold W.. both yet at 
home. The family attend the Congregational church in which Mr. Lynch holds 
membership, and he belongs also to several fraternal organizations including 
the Masonic, Knights of Pythias, Woodmen and Maccabee lodges. H e  is a mem- 
ber of Illinois Lodge No. 263, F. & A. M.. the chapter, cominandery and the 
Scottish Rite. H e  is likewise a member of the Creve Coeur and Country Clubs. 
Tn business and social circles he stands equally high. H e  is a man of 
firm purpose, dependable under all circumstances and in any emergency. His 
quietude of deportment, his easy dignity, his frankness and cordiality of address, 
with the total absence of anything sinister or anything to conceal, foretoken a 
man who is ready to meet any obligation of life with the confidence and courage 
that come of conscious personal ability, right conception of things and an habit- 
ual regard for  what is best in the exercise of human acitvities. 

EDWARD N. WOODRUFF. 

Firm of purpose, progressive in spirit and with notable conception of the 
duties, obligations and opportunities of citizensl~ip, Edward N. Woodruff well 
merits the honor which has come to him in a third election to the office of mayor 
of Peoria. #Moreover, his life record stands in contradistinction to the old adage 
that a prophet is not without honor save in his own country, for he is a native 
son of the city which has three times called him to serve as its chief executive. 
There are those who address him in terms of familiarity which indicate long 
acquaintance from boyhood days ; there are those who greet him with the dignity 
that seems to be a part of his office, but both entertain for him the respect which 
is given in recognition of individual character and of fidelity to principle. 

His father, Nelson L. Woodruff. was one of the pioneer residents of Peoria, 
arriving in this city in 1834. H e  was born in Chenango, New York, May 24, 
1818, his parents being Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Woodruff, who on coming to this 
state, settled upon a farm and aided in the early agricultural development of their 
district. Nelson L. Woodruff at the time of the removal was a youth of sixteen 
years. H e  continued to reside upon and assist in the cultivation of the old home 
farm until he had reached his majority, when he began learning the cooper's 
trade, which he followed for some time. H e  afterward built the first canal boat 
used on the Illinois canal and named it Fort Clark. In 1855 he turned his at- 
tention to the ice business, in which he continued successfully for almost a quar- 
ter of a century, enjoying a large trade in the handling of the output to the time 
of his death, which occurred October 23, 1879. His wife afterward took up the 
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management of the business, which later was turned over to their son, Edward. 
Mrs. Woodruff had become a resident of Peoria in 1835. She bore the maiden 
name of Mary A. Monroe and was born in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, Jan- 
uary I ,  1826, her parents being Samuel and Lois (Brown) hionroe, who were also 
natives of the Keystone state. It  was on the ~ ; t h  of October, 1846, that she 
gave her hand in marriage to Nelson L. Woodruff, and unto them were born six 
children, of whom two are living, the daughter being Mrs. Harriet Emerson, 
wife of George Emerson, of Peoria. The parents were consistent members of 
the First Baptist church and the father was a republican in his political views. 

At the usual age Edward N. Woodruff entered the public schools and pur- 
sued his studies in consecutive grades until he. was graduated from the high 
school. ,4 year thereafter was devoted to range riding in New Mexico, and dif- 
ferent lines of business claimed his attention at various periods but in early man- 
hood he settled down to the management of the ice business which his father had 
established. Progressive methods constituted his control of this undertaking, 
as  was manifest in the fact that he later erected a modern ice plant, equipped 
with the latest improved machinery, its location being a t  No. 1122 South 
Adams street. Mr. Woodruff is still at the head of t h ~ s  business, which has 
now grown to extensive proportions and is a source of gratifying revenue. 
Into other fields of activity he has extended his efforts and is notv a director 
of the Peoria Life Insurance Company and vice president of the Peoria Tent Sr 
Awning Company. H e  is likewise the president of the Ice Dealers Association 
of the state, formed to further the interests of those connected with the trade. 

Mr. Woodruff has followed in the political as well as the business footsteps 
of his father, f6r his mature judgment has indorsed the principles of the republi- 
can party and its policy. 

Of him it has been said: "The same elementary constituents in the composi- 
tion of E. IS. Woodruff that made him a good business man have made him a 
good politician, and more." H e  is not a political leader in the ordinary sense of 
the term, for he employs party organization only as a means to an end and yet 
manifests those qualities which in a wider sphere constitute the statesman. H e  
is essentially a student of municipal affairs and gives much thought, consideration 
and study to questions relative to city government. While he holds to high 
ideals, his methods are practical and even the bitterness of partisan politics can- 
not o'ercloud the service which he has rendered in behalf of progress, reform 
and improvement. H e  was first called to the office of alderman, representing 
the first ward for  two terms, In  1903 he was called to the mayoralty and retired 
a t  the close of that term. A careful reflection concerning the work of his ad- 
ministration led to his selection again as a candidate in 1909. The people 
indorsed the choice of the party delegates and once more he was elected and again 
in 1911. One of  the local papers said concerning his reelection in April, 1910, 
that it came "after a severe c'riticism of his previous administration and a cam- 
paign for a commission form of city government in which his administration was 
mercilessly reviewed, and yet when the heat of party passion and civic criticism 
had spent its force, the fact remained that the administration of Mr. Woodruff 
had been sound and just and he was reelected by a majority of over fifteen 
hundred. A greater compliment was never paid a mayor of the city of Peoria. 
I t  was a vote of confidence and his present term would show that this confidence 
was not misplaced. Mayor Woodruff is a man with a brain and a sense of justice ; 
with administrative power to plan much for the city's good and the executive 
will to carry his plans into effect. Elected twice an alderman and three times 
as mayor, attests the qualities not of a politician but of a man with high ideals 
as a public officer and these have been duly recognized and will continue to be 
recognized as the years roll on." Many tangible evidences of Mr. Woodruff's 
loyalty to the city's welfare can be given. H e  has made many public improve- 
ments and while never countenancing needless expenditure. he has not believed 
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in retrenchment at the sacrifice of progressiveness, and has sought the city's ad- 
vancement along all possible lines. During his administration about eighteen 
miles of paving has been laid on the east side in two years and twenty miles 
of celllent sidewalk. A bridge proposition has been put through, planning for 
a bridge across the river, which will be of great benefit to  the city. I-Iis plans 
have made it possible and he has promised the settlement of difficulties hetween 
the citizens and the water company by a direct vote of the people. I4e also sub- 
mittetl the bridge referendum to the vote of the people and has introduced l~lany 
improvenlents in the police and fire departments, inclttding civil service reform. 

In Peoria, in 1888, Alr. Woodruff was united in marriage to Miss Anna 
Stl~ith, a daughter of Gottlieb Smith, an early settler of Peoria, who resitled here 
for many years, and they Iiave one child, Mary Monroe. 

In his fraternal relations 19r. Woodruff is a thirty-second degree Mason and 
a Shriner, and he is also affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
the I:enevolent Protective Order of Elks and the Modern Woodmen of America. 
I-Ie early learnetl the lesson that life means more than pleasure and has a deeper, 
broader purpose than activity for the benefit of self alone. I-Ie has therefore 
made an effort to render his career a serviceable one in the \vorld's u-ork and his 
fello\v townsmen attest and appreciate the fact that he has done so. 

13. F R A N K  BROWN 

13. Frank Erown, founder of the Brown Printing Company and an official 
of various other local enterprises, is one of the successful business nlen of Peo- 
ria whose life should be an inspiration to every ambitious young man, as i t  
clearly demonstrates what it is possible to achieve through the intelligent ap- 
plication of intense energy. Mr. Brown is not only prominently connected 
with the manufacturing and industrial interests of the city but he is actively 
identified with political affairs, having for  some years been a member of the 
board of aldermen. H e  was born in Washington, Illinois, on the 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1866, and is a son of Adam and Salotlle Brown. The father is one of 
the foremost citizens of El Paso, this state, where he has been engaged in car- 
riage building for more than thirty years. H e  is a republican in his political 
views and has been a member of the town council during a part of his residence 
there. Originally the Crown family came from Pennsylvania and they are of 
Dutch extraction, but they have long been residents of Illinois. 

The education of E. Frank Erown was obtained in the public schools of E l  
Paso, which he attended until he was fourteen years of age. H e  then laid aside 
his text-books to become a clerk in the postoffice. He  subsequently apprenticed 
himself for three years to the jewelry business and after the expiration of his 
period of service worked for several years as jo~trneyman watchmalcer in the 
states of Illinois, Kansas, Nevada and California. While employed in the lat- 
ter state he learned how to make rubber stamp .on1 the man with whom he 
worlied at the bench. Upon his return to 1llil:ois he located in Peoria and bor- 
rowing seventy-five dollars enga-ged in the manufacture of rubber stamps. H e  
engaged in this enterprise with intense enthusiasm and an abundance of energy, 
determining to make it a success. H e  did his work thoroughly, delivered his 
orders pron~ptly and tool< infinite pains to satisfy his patrons, and as a result his 
trade increased rapidly and he was subsequently able to extend the scope of his 
activities by adding a job printing department. This likewise proved to be very 
remunerative and he later engaged in book binding also, and during the inter- 
lienin? years the business has developed until it is now the largest concern of the 
kind III the state outside of Chicago. As his business has prospered, Mr. Brown 
has extended his interests in various directions and is financially interested in 
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several thriving enterprises of the city. He is secretary and treasurer of The 
Peoria Bulletin Company located at 201 and 203 South Washington street, and is 
secretary of The Smith-Brown Tent & Awning Company, located at 107 South 
Washington avenue, and treasurer of  The Saratoga Cigar Stores Company. 

In this city on the 1st of June, 1887, Mr. Brown was united in marriage to 
Miss Adah Prince, a daughter of Mrs. Cordelia Prince, and to them have been 
born two children: Chauncey, who is superintendent of the monotype depart- 
ment of the Brown Printing Company; and Vera, who died in 1889 a t  the 
age of fourteen months and is buried at Washington, Illinois. The family home 
is located at 518 Bryan street, where they have a very pleasant and comfortable 
residence. 

Mr. Brown is a Knight Templar and a member of the Shrine. H e  is affiliated 
with the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, while his connection with organizations of 
a more purely social nature is confined to his membership in the Creve Coeur 
Club. Mr. Rrown votes the republican ticket and is now serving his second 
term as alderman froin the third ward. H e  manifests the same qualities in the 
discharge of his public duties as characterize him in his business transactions, 
and as a result has proven to he a highly satisfactory and efficient official. He 
possesses an intense capacity for work, pronounced executive ability and unusual 
powers of organization, which clualities have been dominant factors in his career. 

EEN JAPIlIN LANGFORD TODD BOURLAND. 

Among those who are operating in real estate in Peoria Benjamin Langford 
Todd Bourland is well known and it would he difficult to find one who has a 
wider acquaintance with realty values or who has conducted more important ne- 
gotiations over the exchange of property here. H e  was born in Trigg county, 
Kentucky, October 10, 1S25, a son of Andrew and Damaris (Reese) Bourland, 
both of whom were natives of South Carolina. His great-grandfather, John 
Bourland, was born in the north of Ireland and early in life sought the oppor- 
tunities offered by the new world, establishing his home in South Carolina. In 
that state occurred the birth of his son, the Rev. John Bourland, who, 011 attain- 
ing his majority, there married Miss Mary Loving, also a native of that state. 
On the maternal side Benjamin L. T.  Bourland comes of ancestry established in 
South Carolina in colonial days. One of his great-grandfathers was Bayless 
Earle, whose wife lived to the age of one hundred and four years. Their daugh- 
ter, Nancy Earle, became the wife of John Reese, also a native of South Caro- 
lina, and they were the parents of Damaris Reese, who became the wife of An- 
drew Bourland. It  was in the year 1834 that Andrew Bourland removed with 
his family to Illinois, settling in Perry county, where they remained until 1836. 
In that year a removal was made to Vandalia, which was then the capital of the 
state, and in 1840 when the capital was removed to Springfield, Mr. Bourland 
became a resident of that city. In May, 1844, he became a resident of Chicago, 
and the year 1847 witnessed his arrival in Peoria, which became his place of per- 
manent abode. 

In the meantime Benjamin L. T. Bourland had been attending the public 
schools in the different localities where the family resided and for a time was a 
student in an academy at Springfield. H e  was also employed for a period in the 
office of the Hon. Alexander P. Field, secretary of state, and after going to Chi- 
cago he had his first experience in the real-estate business with Ogden, Jones & 
Company. On coming to Peoria he continued in the same line of business in 
company wit11 William R. Phelps, adding thereto a banking and loan business. 
During his residence in Peoria, covering a period of sisty-five years, he has been 
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identified with various banking enterprises and in addition has conducted some 
of the most important real-estate operations in the history of the city. He has 
always kept well informed concerning property values and has therefore been 
enabled to negotiate important realty transfers beneficial alike to his clients and 
to himself. At the present time he is engaged.in the real-estate and loan business 
as senior member of the firm of Bourland & Bailey. They have large and com- 
modious offices in the new Dime Savings Bank building and have an extensive 
clientele which indicates that the business is one of the most important and ex- 
tensive of the kind in the city. 

Mr. Bourland has been twice married. On the 20th of November, 1849 he 
wedded Julia M. Preston, of St. Louis, Missouri, and on the 17th of January, 
1869, Clara Parsons, of Chicago, became his wife. By the first marriage there 
were born two sons, Ogden Phelps and Rudolphus Rouse. The children of the 
second marriage were six in number, four sons and two daughters, Benjamin 
Parsons, Caroline Brown, Elsie Parsons, Norman T., Philip D. and Robert C. 

In religious belief Mr. Bourland is a Unitarian and in politics he is a demo- 
crat. He  has always been a broad and liberal-minded man, interested in life, its 
purposes and its activities and seeking ever to benefit not only himself but others 
by his labors and his example. He enjoys an unassailable reputation for integ- 
rity and honor in business and his success is the merited reward of earnest labor 
and capable management. Mr. Bourland has now passed the eighty-sixth mile- 
stone on life's journey and is one of the venerable and honored residents of the 
city. He  has been a witness of  a greater part of the growth and development 
of the state. The leading events in its history are familiar to him not because 
he has read of them but because he has lived through the period in which they 
occurred. There are few men today who can claim residence in Vandalia when 
it was the capital of the state. He  has watched the marvelous growth of Chicago 
and almost equally wonderful development of the entire commonwealth. While 
he has not sought to figure prominently in public affairs he has ever been faith- 
ful to the duties that have come to him day by day and his worth as a citizen and 
business man has long been widely acknowledged. 

EDWARD C. LEISY. 

Edward C. Leisy is perhaps most widely known outside of Peoria as the 
president of the Leisy Brewing Company, but in the city his work has included 
not only the upbuilding of this mammoth enterprise but extended also to other 
fields whereby Peoria has largely profited. He is the builder of some of the 
finest structures of the city and has again and again shown his faith in Peoria 
by placing his investments in business projects here. His sound judgment and 
enterprise are forces which overcome difficulties and obstacles, and he has at  
all times been able to coordinate seemingly diverse elements into a unified and 
harmonious whole. 

Mr. Leisy was born in Keokuk, Iowa, November 16, 1859, and, as the family 
name indicates, comes of German ancestry. The family record running back 
two hundred years in Germany shows that throughout this entire period repre- 
sentatives of the name have been connected with the brewing business, and their 
adaptability thereto comes largely to them through heredity. John Leisy, the 
father of Edward C. Leisy, left his native land to establish a home in America 
and resided for some time in Keokuk, Iowa, where he owned and operated a 
brewery. He was also at one time connected with the brewing business it1 
Cleveland, Ohio, under the name of the Isaac Leisy Brewing Company. The 
thorough training which he received in Germany well qualified him for the suc- 
cessful conduct of the business after coming to the new world. When the 
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family removed to Peoria, Edward C. Leisy purchased the plant which is now 
conducted, in its enlarged state, under the name of the Leisy Brewing Company. 
I t  was in 1884 he purchased the Old City Brewery which had been established 
in 1849 and was the oldest in the city. In 1890 the Leisy Brewing Company 
was incorporated, prior to which time the business' had been conducted under 
a partnership relation between Edward C. Leisy, who is now the president, 
Albert Leisy, secretary and treasurer ; John Leisy, vice president and Gustave 
Leisy, who at present is not connected with the business. These gentlemen are 
brothers and have continued in the line of trade which was the ancestral busi- 
ness of the family through many generations. When John Leisy, the father, 
came to the new world he brought with him between thirty-two and thirty-three 
thousand dol!ars in gold. He  therefore had no difficulty in establishing himself 
in business on this side of the Atlantic, and under his guidance his sons were 
trained to the work in which he had been so carefully reared. 

Edward C. Leisy spent his youthful days under the parental roof and ac- 
quainted himself with the business in his father's establishment. He has been 
identified with brewing interests in Peoria since the purchase, in 1884, of what 
is now the Leisy Brewery. From the beginning success. has attended the under- 
taking here and the firm today does the largest brewing business in the state 
outside of Chicago, their plant having a capacity of two hundred and fifty 
thousand barrels annually. Their barrel and keg trade has been extended 
throughout the states of Illinois, Iowa and Missouri, while their bottle prod- 
ucts are shipped throughout the west to the Pacific coast, one firm in Los An- 
geles, California, handling nothing but the Leisy goods. To  provide for their 
growing bottle trade the company, in 1910, erected at  a cost of fifty thou- 
sand dollars, an extensive addition to their bottling plant, and equipped 
it with the latest improved machinery, including two machines which fill, 
cork and label ninety bottles a minute each. During the busy season this 
plant runs night and day and turns out over four hundred thousand bot- 
tles in the twenty-four hours. The beer is bottled from enameled stor- 
age tanks under government supervision in a two story brick building absol- 
utely fire proof. In shipments by the barrel and keg the business has 
reached a corresponding ratio, and the Leisy Brewing Company controls the 
biggest switching interest on the Rock Island track, distributing twenty-eight 
carloads daily. They employ three hundred and sixty people and pay out an- 
nually two hundred thousand dollars in salaries. For the accommodation of 
the trade in this city and agencies seventy-five wagons and one hundred and 
sixty horses are used. The plant is a most extensive one, including a number 
of buildings, and the business transacted each year approximates two million 
dollars. The upbuilding of this mammoth enterprise is due to Edward C. 
Leisy and his associates, and yet this does not cover the scope of his business 
activities. In many other connections Peoria has profited by the labors, enter- 
prise and ability of Mr. Leisy, who is a director of the Merchants National 
Bank and also of the Home Savings and State Bank of Peoria. He  is presl- 
dent of the Jefferson Deposit Company, owner of the Jefferson building, which 
is the finest and largest office building in the city, and a director of the new 
Jefferson hotel which has just been completed and is the finest hotel in the 
state outside of Chicago. The Jefferson building is a strictly modern steel 
structure twelve stories in height with attractive interior finishings and most 
modern equipment. Metal and marble have been used in the interior deco- 
ration and mosaic tiled floors. The building contains over four hundred stores 
and office rooms and is occupied by the Home Savings and State Banks, the 
Peoria Journal and many other of the leading business concerns of the city. 
I t  represents an investment of seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and 
stands as a perpetual monument of the enterprise of the man who erected it. 
After the destruction of the Grand Opera House by fire Edward C. Leisy and 
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his brothers began the erection of the Orpheum Theater on Madison street. 
which was completed, equipped and furnished at  a cost of two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars and will compare with the finest theatrical structures 
in the middle west. All this indicates how largely Edward C. Leisy has been 
identified with the improvkment and upbuilding of the city and how impor- 
tant has been his work in its behalf. 

In 1893 Edward C. Leisy was united in marriage to Miss Emma Welte, of 
Peoria, a daughter of Ferdinand Welte, and they have four children, Florence, 
Lucile, Lena and Elizabeth. Mr. Leisy stands for all that is of general in- 
terest to the Peoria public and is now president and largely the financial backer 
of the Peoria Baseball Club. He  belongs to the Schiller Lodge of Masons and 
to the Redman Camp and is also a member of the Creve Coeur and the Country 
Clubs. Speaking of the Leisy brothers one of the local papers said, "They are 
men with brains, and with the constantly increasing capital at their .command 
have ideas that extend beyond their original business and make for a city beau- 
tiful." They are still in the prime of life, and what they have done is an ex- 
ample of what they will continue to do. Their future is rich in hope and the 
promise of still greater achievements. 

THOMAS J. PURSLEY. 

No history of the grain trade in Peoria would be complete without extended 
mention of Thomas J. Pursley, now the honored president of the Board of 
Trade and for many years a partner in the well known firm of Buckley, Pursley 
& Company. For a long period his opinions have been accepted in this locality 
as authority concerning operations in grain and he attributes his success to just 
those qualities which have accomplished it-determined energy and straight- 
forward dealing. 

Mr. Pursley is a native of Hartsville, Tennessee, and represents one of the 
old families of that state. His father, W. L. Pursley, was a lifelong farmer 
and always retained his residence in the south. The family removed to western 
Tennessee when Thomas J. Pursley was twelve years of age, and, true to his loved 
southland, he responded to the call of the Confederacy following the outbreak 
of the Civil war, enlisting in the fall of 1861. H e  served for more than three 
years as a private and participated in many important engagements although but 
a boy in his teens at the outbreak of the war. The Thirty-third Tennessee In- 
fantry, of which he was a member, was assigned to Strahl's Brigade, Cheatham's 
Division and Hardy's Corps, and he participated in all of the engagements with 
his command in the state of Georgia from Lookout Mountain to Atlanta. He 
was twice wounded and at the battle of Nashville, Tennessee, was taken pris- 
oner, being sent to the state penitentiary which his father had advised him long 
before was a good place to keep out of. Later he was transferred as a prisoner 
of war to Columbus, O., where he was incarcerated for six months. While there 
he became ill with smallpcx and while lying in his ward could look down from 
the upper window and see the white headboards erected over the newly-made 
graves of his comrades who had succumbed to that disease. At length he was 
paroled at Columbus and following the close of the war removed to Illinois. 
H e  devoted two years to the improvement of his education as a student in 
Hedding Seminary at Abingdon, Illinois, and then returned to his native state, 
spending two years with his father on the farm. On the expiration of that 
period he located in Bardolph, Illinois, where he engaged in the grain trade, 
there residing until 1873, when he removed to Peoria and in the intervening 
period, covering nearly forty years, he has been continuously connected with 
the grain trade in this city and has since attained to a place of prominence. For 
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two years he was employed as traveling agent by the grain firm of N. B. Haynes 
& Company and following their failure he embarked in business on his own 
account, entering into partnership under the firm style of McMillan & Pursley, 
grain merchants. After a year the partnership was dissolved and for ten years Mr. 
Pursley was alone in business. He  then entered into partnership with Warren R. 
Euckley under the firm name of Buckley, Pursley & Company and theirs was a most 
harmonious relation during the twenty-seven years in which they were associated. 
Their connection was terminated in the death of -Mr. Buckley in March, 1910, but 
the firm name was not changed as his brother, C. W. Buckley, assumed his interests. 
The latter is a resident of Chicago and they maintain offices in that city as well 
as in Peoria, Mr. Buckley being in charge in Chicago. This is one of the fore- 
most firms operating in the grain trade in Illinois. They have twenty elevators, 
all in this state, situated along the lines of the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw and 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroads west of Peoria. 

During the early period of his residence here Mr. Pursley became a member 
of the Board of Trade and throughout the intervening years to the present has 
served almost continuously on its more important committees and in the fall of 
1911 was elected president. One of the local papers in writing of him said: 
"Oldest among the members of the Peoria Board of Trade, Thomas J. PursIey, 
its president, has come to be regarded as its Nestor and the dean of the estab- 
lishment and its younger members look up to him with regard that is almost 
paternal. Advancing years have not chilled the geniality of his nature and to 
the older members he is the same 'Tom' that he was more than a third of a 
century ago. Tom Pursley, as he is familiarly known, presents the qualities that 
have made the southerner distinctive as a social and business factor. The oc- 
casion cf his election to the presidency of the Board of Trade was made mem- 
orable from the fact that on assuming the duties of the office Tom served a 
buffet lunch of such dimensions and variety that its like has never been seen 
before, and it will be many a year before it is repeated." 

In Prairie City, Illjnois, Mr. Pursley was married to Miss Beagles, and uilto 
them have been born three children: C. B., who died in Peoria about seven years 
ago ; Mrs. C. Mr. McCollough, of Decatur, Illinois; and W. L., who is now living 
in Waverly, Kansas. That Mr. Pursley is one of the most prominent and 
popular members of Illinois Lodge, No. 263, F. & A. Ail., is indicated by the 
fact that he has been its treasurer for twenty-seven years and for twenty-tu-o 
years has been treasurer of Peoria Consistory. He likewise belongs to the 
Mystic Shrine and the beneficent spirit of the craft finds exemplification in his 
life, while its principles have been a guiding factor in his career. Moreover, 
the old-time southern hospitality and chivalry are points in a life that have 
brought to Thomas J. Pursley success, respect and popularity. 

WALTER J. MURRAY. 

Walter J. Murray was called to the position of secretary of. the board of 
park commissioners on the 20th of June, 1910. This was not his first public 
office for in other connections he had proven his loyalty to the best interests of 
the city in the faithful performance of duties which devolved upon him. He 
is one of Peoria's native sons, his birth having here occurred October 27, 1870. 
His parents were James J. and Mary (McLean) Murray, the latter a daughter 
of William IicLean who was a native of England. In the paternal line Walter 
J. Murray comes of Irish and English ancestry. His father was born on the 
Emerald isle and the mother in Liverpool. England. In 1854 the father was 
3rought by his parents to the United States, the family home being established in 
Peoria. He became a moulder by trade and afterwards served for a number o t  

\-bl. 11-2 
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years on the police force of the city. Both he and his wife have now passed 
away, but their son, Walter J. Murray, still occupies the old home at 1208 
North Monroe street in which he was born and to which his parents removed 
in 1864. 

The public schools afforded him his early educational privileges, and after 
he began earning his own livelihood he continued his studies by attending night 
school. H e  was first employed as a page in the circuit court under Sheriff 
Berry and was afterward connected with the firm of Singer & Wheeler for two 
years in the wholesale drug business. He then entered the employ of Xickol- 
Burr & Company, serving an apprenticeship at the n~achinist's trade. He after- 
ward spent eleven years as a machinist in the shops of the Roclc Island Rail- 
road and then became superintendent of sewers of Peoria under Mayor Bryan. 
That his services were appreciated by the railroad company is indicated in the 
fact that he was solicited to return to his old position where he continued until 
the shops were moved from the city. H e  next entered the service of the Key- 
stone Fence Company as a machinist, and while there became his party's nominee 
for city clerk against Robert Joos, the republican candidate. H e  lost the elec- 
tion by a majority of one hundred and thirty-four votes, but was appointed as- 
sistant city comptroller under Mayor Tolson, and acted in that capacity for two 
years. When Thomas O'Connor succeeded Mr. Tolson to the position of 
mayor Mr. Murray was appointed city comptroller and continued in the office 
for two years more, after which he returned to the Keystone Fence Company. 
A year later he was elected by the park commissioners to the office of secretary 
of the park board, and has now filled that office foi- two years. In this connec- 
tion he is rendering valuable service and is doing much to further the park in- 
terests of the city. 

Mr. Murray is connected with various fraternities and societies. He belongs 
to the Modern Woodmen camp, the Independent Order of Foresters and was 
the first financial secretary of Court Gibbons Independent Order of Foresters. 
H e  is also a member of the Peoria Yacht Club. H e  likewise holds membership 
with the Knights of Columbus and the International Association of Machinists 
and for three years was secretary of the Machinists' Union. His religious 
faith is that of the Catholic church. H e  has made a creditable record in public 
office. and in his different private positions has proven himself thoroughly loyal 
and faithful to the interests which he has represented. 

J. E. EARTHOLOMEW. 

Out of the struggle with small opportunities J. B. Bartholomew has come 
finally into a field of broad and active influence and usefulness. Industry has 
been the root of his notable success and added to this is the quality of quick 
discernment and the faculty o f  separating the important features of any subject 
from its incidental or accidental circumstances. ,In other words, sound judg- 
ment passes upon the value of every situation. The broader spirit of the new 
twentieth century finds expression in his activities as  the president of the Avery 
Company, manufacturers of farm implements and machinery. This is the larg- 
est manufacturing plant of the city and in addition to the position of president 
which he fills in this connection he is also the president of the Bartholomew 
Company, manufacturers of the Glide automobile. Moreover, the soundness 
of his judgment and the wisdom of his opinions are uniformly recognized. 

Mr. Bartholomew's identification with the Avery Company dates from De- 
cember 8, 1879, when he began driving a team used in hauling.lumber, his salary 
being a dollar and ten cents per day. He has heen a life-long resident of Peoria 
county, his birth having occurred upon a farm in Elmwood township, February 
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19, 1863. His parents were Albertus Y. and Mary E. (Ennis) Eartholomew. 
The father was the second white child born in Elmwood township and was a son 
of Luzern Eartholomew, who was the first settler in Peoria county north of 
what is now the town of Elmwood. H e  took up his abode there at a very early 
period in the settlement of this part of the state and subsequently went to Cali- 
fornia in 1849, attracted by the gold discoveries on the Pacific coast. However, 
he afterward again became a resident of Peoria county and his death occurred 
in Washington, D. C., whither he had gone to see about a patent in which he 
was interested. Death came to him very suddenly. His son, Albertus Y. Bar- 
tholomew, made farming his life work. 

On the old homestead farm J. E. Bartho1ome.c~ was reared and his first posi- - 
tion was with the Avery's, then in Galesburg. In  1882 the company moved its 
plant to Peoria and Mr. Bartholomew thus became a factor in the industrial 
circles of this city. The faithfulness and capability which he displayed in his 
original position with the firm led to his promotion. H e  ceased team driving 
to enter the assembly shop where the machines were put together and he liecame 
thoroughly acquainted with the trade in all the different mechanical phases of 
the business. H e  then went upon the road as an expert demonstrator and . 
afterward joined the sales force. Each different connection brought him larger 
duties and broader experience, calling forth his latent powers and energies. H e  
afterward established a branch for the company at Des Atoines, Iowa, where he 
resided for  ten years o r  from 1882 until 1892. In the fall of the latter year he 
returned to Peoria to take charge of the manufacturing and designing depart- 
ment and later he was elected to the vice presidency of the company and also 
became a member of its board of directors. H e  succeeded to the presidency 
on the death of C. M. Avery and has since been at the head of a business which 
is the foremost industrial enterprise of Peoria, employing thirteen huridred 
workmen. The company has not only followed a progressive lead but has been 
foremost in the work of advancement in the line of agricultural implement manu- 
facture. Mr. Bartholome~v's long experience has made him thoroughly acquainted 
with every phase of the business and its success is atributable in large measure . ' 
to his enterprise and efforts. At the present time he is bending his energies to 
executive control and administrative direction and the great concern of which 
he is the head has been so carefully systematized that the business runs on with 
the sn~oothness of clock work. Of course there are problenls, often most in- 
tricate ones, arising again and again, but the keen sagacity and discernment and 
the long experience of Mr. Bartholomew have enabled him to find ready solu- 
tion for these. 

Although at the head of the foremost manufacturing industry of the city, 
this does not comprise the scope of Mr. Bartholomew's activity. H e  is also the 
president of the Bartholomew Company, a large Peoria concern engaged in the 
manufacture of the Glide automobile. This was organized in 1892 to take over 
a small personal business which had been developed by Mr. Bartholomew in 
Des Moines-the manufacture of peanut roasters. which the company still con- 
tinues, although in later years their largest output has been the automobile. The 
business was removed to Peoria in 1900 and Mr. Bartholomew's son. A. Y. 
Bartholomew, is now vice president of the company. The father is also a di- 
rector of the Merchants National Bank of Peoria. 

One of the recent honors, which has brought Mr. Bartholomew wide ac- 
quaintance throughout the nation, was that of president of the National Imple- 
ment and Vehicle show, which was held in Peoria September 27 to October 5 .  
The event was an extremely successful one, promoting the interests of trade and 
advancing an understanding among manufacturers and business men that is 
of untold value. 

On the 2d of July, 1884, occurred the marriage of Mr. Eartholomew and 
Miss Luella Moore, who was born in Eureka, Illino~s. They became the parents 
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of four children: A. Y., vice president of the Bartholomew Company; Ethel, 
the wife of Francis W. Gray; Margaret; and John' B. Mr. Bartholonlew be- 
longs to the Creve Coeur Club, the Country Club and the Illinois Valley Yacht 
Club and was president of the first named when they completed their new 
building. H e  was also vice president and one of the directors when the enter- 
prise was undertaken. His life history is another proof of the fact that there 
is no success in life without effort. Not seeking honor but simply endeavoring 
to do his duty, honors have come to him and prosperity has followed his un- 
dertakings. 

WILLIS H .  BALLANCE. 

Willis H. Eallance, president of the Gipps Brewing Company, which is 
located at the foot of Bridge street in Peoria, was born in this city on November 
6, 1849. He  is a son of Colonel Charles and Julia (Schnebly) Ballance. The 
family is of French huguenot origin and came to America before the Revolution. 
Colonel Charles Ballance was a prominent real-estate lawyer and practiced in 
the supreme court of Illinois and in the supreme court of the United States. 
He  did more than any attorney to settle the titles of Illinois settlers that were 
claimed by French land sharks. During the Civil war he organized the Seventy- 
seventh Regiment of the Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and he has also served as 
mayor of Peoria. He was a great friend of Abraham Lincoln. 

Willis H .  Ballance laid the foundation for his education in Peoria and later 
became a student in the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute at Troy, New York. 
Afterward he studied in the Williston Seminary at East Hampton, Massachu- 
setts. Sub~ec~uently he returned to Peoria, where he became bookkeeper for the 
Central City Elevator Company, remaining with them for one year. He  then 
took a position as bookkeeper for the Gipps & Shurtleff Company and afterward 
for the Peoria Beer, Ale & Malt Company. He  then became interested in the 
Gipps, Cody & Company and when the firm was reorganized in 1887, as the 
Gipps Brewing Company, he became secretary and treasurer and remained in 
that position until October, 1910, when he was elected president. He  has been 
connected with this establishment since 1870. The brewery is located on the 
ground of the old Miller brewery, which was the first establishment of its kind 
in Peoria. The business was first established by John M. Gipps, a graduate of 
Cambridge University, England, and a younger son of an English clergyman 
who was a brother of Lord Methuen and also a brother of the celebrated Eng- 
lishman, Mr. Gipps, who was governor of Australia and for whom Gippsland 
was named. After Mr. Gipps' demise his interest was purchased by his partners 
Leslie Robison and Mr. Callance, and ever since that time the business has grad- 
ually increased until it has reached its present capacity. Its growth for the past 
ten years has been largely due to the business sagacity and foresight of Leslie 
Robison, seconded by his son, Charles W. %bison and by the subject of this 
sketch, Mr. Willis H. Ballance. Owing to the advanced age of Mr. Robison, 
Sr., and at his urgent request, Mr. Ballance purchased the former's interest on 
October I ,  1910. Since Mr. Ballance has become president the growth of the 
business has surpassed that in any of its previous existence. 

In Peoria, in 1871, Mr. Ballance was married to Miss Augusta Nevius, who 
passed away in 1899, leaving seven children. Virginia, who is now the wife of 
Lewis Starke, makes her home at Atlanta, Georgia. Florence, living at Denver, 
gave her hand in marriage to Dr. E.  W. Stevens, who passed away in October, 
1910. Dr. Harriett Ballance is a practicing physician of San Francisco, Califor- 
nia. Julia gave her hand in marriage to Ernest E. Watson, general claim agent 
for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. Myrtle is the wife of Henry 
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M. Towar, president of the Atlas Belting Company of Harvard, Illinois. Willis 
H., a graduate of the mechanical engineering department of Cornell University 
and also of the PVal11 Henius Institute in Chicago, is the vice president of the 
Gipps Erewing Company. Xevius V. is pursuing a course in chemical engineer- 
ing at the University of Iniisconsi~i. In Peoria, in 1903, Mr. Eallance was again 
wedded, his second union being with Miss Ida Lundquist, and of this marriage 
have been born two children: Robert Green. whose birth occurred in San Fran- 
cisco on the 10th of July, 1905; and Eettina, who was born at Yuma, Arizona, 
011 the 20th of April, 1909. The family reside at No. 256 Randolph avenue in a 
l~eautiful home which was erected in 1879. In his political views 14r. Ballance 
is an independent republican. 

JOHN EAGGS, D. V. S. 

Dr. John Baggs was one of Peoria's pioneer residents and for many years was 
an interested witness of the growth and progress of the city. Here he engaged in 
business and followed his profession of veterinary surgery to the later years of 
his life, when he retired and spent his remaining days in the enjoyment of well 
earned rest. H e  was born in Urbana, Ohio, January 13, 1837, and passed away 
March 23, 199, having attained the ripe old age of seventy-two years. His par- 
ents were Abraham and Mary Baggs, also natives of Ohio, who removed west- 
ward to I l l in~is  in 1838. Peoria was then a town of but a few hundred inhabi- 
tants and the entire countryside was largely wild and undeveloped. The father 
secured a tract of land and became a prominent pioneer farmer, converting his 
place into rich and productive fields and thus aiding greatly in the agricultural 
development of the community. 

Dr. Baggs was only a year old when brought by his parents to this state. The 
educational advantages which Peoria offered m that early day constituted the ex- 
tent of his education. In his youth he assisted his father on the home farm and 
early became familiar with the arduous task of developing and cultivating new 
land. H e  carefully saved his earnings and at the age of twenty years was hlmself 
the owner of a good farm, which he continued to cultivate successfully until 1861. 
At the time of the outbreak of the Civil war, however, all business and persona1 
considerations were put aside that he might respond to the country's call for aid. 
H e  enlisted in the Eighty-sixth Regiment of Illinois Volunteer Infantry, which 
was organized and commanded by Colonel D. D. Irons, and later by Colollel 
McGee. H e  was on active duty until injuries sustained at the front caused him to 
be honorably discharged and he returned home with a most creditable military 
record. 

About that time Dr. Baggs disposed of his farm and took up his abode in the 
city. Here he became a veterinary surgeon and practiced his profession success- 
fully for many years, his ability in that direction making his services in constant 
demand. In 1'305 he retired from all active business, having in the years of his 
previous labor acquired a competence sufficient to supply him with all the necessi- 
ties and comforts and many of the luxuries of life. 

On the 17th of Kovember, 1858, Dr. Baggs was united in marriage to Lydia 
Meredith Gill, a daughter of James and Elizabeth (hloss) Gill. the latter a repre- 
sentative of the R'loss family that figured prominently in the early history of 
Virginia. Her grandfather, a member of that family, served in the Revolutionary 
war. Unto Dr. and Mrs. Baggs was born one son, William, who is now 
deceased. 

Dr. Baggs was preeminently a home man and found his greatest happiness at 
his own fireside. H e  was very hospitable and greatly enjoyed entertaining com- 
pany in his own l~omc. He also manifested a marked fondness for music and 
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literature and these added greatly to the joys of his life. His political allegiance 
was always given to the republican party from the time that age conferred upon 
him the right of franchise. He believed it to be the party of reform and progress 
and recognized the fact that it was the defense of the Union in the dark days of 
the Civil war. In manner he was quiet and unassuming but his genuine personal 
worth gained him recognition and won him many friends. He was deeply inter- 
ested and closely associated with the pioneer development of this part of the state 
and mention should be made of him in a history of Peoria county's upbuilders 
and promoters. 

DOUGLAS H. BETHARD. 

No history of Peoria and its con~mercial activities would be complete without 
extended reference to Douglas H. Bethard, the president of the Jobst-Bethard 
Company, and therefore head of one of the most extensive wholesale grocery 
establishments of the middle west. Under the title of "The Acorn and the 
Oak," this house has issued an attractive little pamphlet, telling the story of the 
growth of the business. The same simile may well be applied to Mr. Bethard, 
whose advancement to his present prominent position is indicative of the wise 
use he has made of his time, talents and opportunities. Peoria is proud of his 
record and called him to the first presidency of the Peoria Association of Com- 
merce. Moreover, he is widely known throughout the country in trade circles 
and has been honored with the presidency for the term of one year of the 
National Wholesale Grocers Association. He  was born in the village of Derby- 
ville, Pickaway county, Ohio, October 10, 1858, a son of George W. and Eliza 
(Hurst) Bethard, who during the early boyhood of their son Douglas removed 
from the Buckeye state to Peoria county. The father for many years was a 
coal operator and general merchant a t  Kingston Mines in this county. He was 
an active factor in the life of his community and both directly and indirectly 
contributed to the development and welfare of the county. For three terms he was 
mayor of Wenona, Illinois, and resided in this place until his death which oc- 
curred in 1910. 

At the usual age Douglas H.  Bethard began his education in the public 
schools and during the periods of vacation worked in his father's store. He 
afterward came to Peoria, where he spent a year's study in the high school and 
also a year in Brown's Business College of Jacksonville, Illinois. When but a 
lad he entered the employ of S. H.  Thompson Sr Company as errand boy at a 
salary of three dollars per week and that he was faithful, diligent and reliable 
is indicated by the fact that he was continued in Mr. Thompson's employ until 
the latter went out of business, when he became one of the owners of the store 
in which purchase he was associated with Charles Jobst and Charles E. Fulks. 
Taking over the business of S. H.  Thompson & Company, they organized what 
is now the Jobst-Bethard Company. Through intermediate positions Mr. Bethard 
had been advanced from errand boy to department manager and was occupying 
the position of sales manager when Mr. Thompson retired. His services in the 
meantime had covered the positions of shipping clerk, billing clerk, assistant 
bookkeeper, bookkeeper and traveling salesman. For fifteen years he remained 
upon the road and then returned to the house to accept the position of depart- 
ment manager, although even then he devoted half his time to traveling. Several 
years thus passed and gradually he worked into the position of general manager. 
for he was practically filling that position when the firm of S. H. Thompson & 
Company sold out. The business at  that time was located at Nos. 116 and 118 
Main street. Their capital was small but the partners felt this an excellent 
opportunity to embark in business on their own account. W. P. Gauss and 
Herbert Simpson also entered the ljartnership and the new firm was origin:llly 
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known as Gauss, Jobst, Bethard & Company, but a little later the first named 
sold his interest to Messrs. Jobst, Bethard and Fulks, who soon also purchased 
the interest of Herbert Simpson. I t  was in 1895 that the interest of Mr. Gauss 
was taken over and in 1902 that of Mr. Simpson, in which year the firm of 
Jobst-Bethard Company was incorporated under the laws of the state, at which 
time the three principals arranged to take in some of their old and trusted em- 
ployes under a mutually satisfactory working arrangement. The experience of 
the men who constituted the company well qualified them for the successful 
conduct of the business, and from the outset the new enterprise prospered. . 
Their original building was a double store with fifty feet frontage and three 
stories in height, at  Nos. 114 and I 16 Main street. The growth of their trade 
necessitated the acquirement of another building after a year or two and nearly 
every year saw an additional building until they occupied practically the entire 
north half of the block on Main street between Washington and Water streets, 
and also a three story warehouse at No. 106 South Washington street. Again 
their facilities were found to be entirely inadequate in 1909 and at a meeting of 
the board of trustees it was decided to erect a building of their own. The pre- 
liminary work of the architects was approved in the spring of 1910 and about 
the 1st of June of that year ground was broken and work was begun in the con- 
struction of their present mammoth, modern, up-to-date, reinforced concrete 
and strictly fireproof warehouse, which was ready for occupancy on the 1st of 
May, 1911. The dimensions of the building are one hundred and five by one 
hundred and sixty feet, six stories in height, with basement. The floor space 
comprises one hundred and fifteen thousand, one hundred and ten square feet, 
their private tracks from the Peoria Railway Terminal and Chicago Rurlington 
& Quincy Railroad furnishing direct switch connections with the sixteen rail- 
roads entering Peoria. In  the year in which the new building was begun the 
capital stock of the company was also increased. At its incorporation in 1902 
it had been capitalized for two hundred and fifty-five thousand, and in 1910 
this was increased to four hundred thousand, and in addition the building was 
erected at a cost of two hundred thousand dollars. The present officers of the 
company are: Douglas H. Bethard, president; Carl Jobst, vice president; and 
Charles E. Fulks, secretary and treasurer. and in addition, Alexander Furst, 
George W. Fulks and C. G. Cole are on the board of directors. Since the or- 
ganization of the present firm a high standard has been maintained in the per- 
sonnel of the house, in the class of goods carried and in the character of service 
rendered to the public. A large and efficient office force is employed and there 
are between twenty and thirty traveling salesmen upon the road. Theirs is a 
splendidly equipped plant with handsomely outfitted offices and large store rooms 
for the various kinds of goods handled, everything being most modern and at- 
tractive in appearance and orderly in arrangement, while the handling of all 
goods is done in a most systematic manner. 

In 1887 Mr. Bethard was united in marriage to Miss Harriet Daugherty, of 
this city, a daughter of James Daugherty, an 'early shoe merchant of Peoria who 
came here in 1840 and died in 1909, at the very venerable age of ninety-three 
years. Mr. Rethard is a member of the Creve Coeur Club, the Madison Ave- 
nue Golf Club, the Illinois Valley Yacht Club, the Chicago Automobile Club 
and the Peoria Country Club, associations which indicate much of the nature of 
his interests and recreation. He  is popular wherever known and is best liked 
where best known. He  is always approachable, genial and courteous. H e  is 
treasurer of the Peoria Country Club and a member of its board of governors, 
and also serves as a director of the Creve Coeur Club. He  was the first pres- 
ident of the Peoria Association of Commerce which was organized in 1910, 
Mr. Bethard becoming its first chief executive officer. H e  is now the chairman 
of the ways and means committee of this association, on which committee are 
serving two hundred and fifty of Peoria's prominent men. His fitness for the 
position none questioned. as his reputation in commercial circles is too well 
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established. He also served as a member of the executive committee of the 
Peoria Association of Commerce. H e  is, further, the first president of tile Illi- 
nois Federation of Commercial Organizations and from 1903 until 1908 served 
as chairman of the advisory committee of the Illinois \Vholesale Grocers Asso- 
ciation, resigning to become president of the national body called the National 
IVholesale Grocers Association, of which he was president for one year-the 
longest term for which a president may hold office according to the by-laws of 
this association. H e  has also been a member of the executive committee since 
the organization of the association. In this connection he has become known 
throughout the entire country. Business is after all necessarily the principal 
feature in a man's life and in the department in which he chose to concentrate 
his energies and his attention Mr. Bethard has made continuous progress, nor 
has he ever sacrificed to success the high ideals which he holds as a man and 
citizen. 

WILLIARl H. SOMMER. 

IVilliam H. Sommer, vice president and general superintendent of the Key- 
stone Steel & Wire Company, was born in Tremont, Illinois, June 25, 1882, a son 
of Peter and Mary (Breisacher) Sommer. H e  received his early education in the 
public schools of Peoria, Illinois, and subsequently entered Brown's Business 
College. As soon as he had completed the course of study offered at that institu- 
tion he started upon his independent career as a draftsman and pattern maker. He 
also did some experimental work from 1901 until 1907 for four months each 
year. During the summer he went west to Utah and also spent six years in 
Colorado where he superintended improvements on the various ranches the 
family owned. In July, 1909, he returned to Peoria and assumed management 
of the factory of the Keystone Steel S: Wire Company and was elected vice pres- 
ident and general superintendent. 

At Monte Vista, Colorado, on the 11th of June, 1911, Mr. Sommer was mar- 
ried to Miss Emma Getz, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Getz. The former 
was at one time an agriculturist of Tremotlt but is now living retired in Coloratlo. 

Politically Mr. Sommer is a republican. H e  holds membership in the Creve 
Coeur Club. The family reside at 122 Columbia terrace. 

JOHN WALKER. 

_Anlong the enterprises of Peoria which are being successfully conducted and 
contribute to the city's material growth and prosperity as well as to individual 
success is the large industrial concern of Walker Sr Werner, carriage manufac- 
turers. The scope of their business, however, also includes the building of 
buggies, automobiles and all kinds of repair work: appertaining thereto. Their 
establishment is one of the important industries of the city and places its owners 
in a prominent position among Peoria's leading business men. Mr. Walker has 
resided here continuously since 1881. He is a native of England, his birth having 
occurred at Stockport on the 5th of June, 1875. His parents were George and 
Sarah Ann Walker, who in 1881, when their son was a little lad of six years, 
sailed for the new world with Peoria as their destination. 

In that city John Walker entered the public scl~ools and when he had mastered 
the branches of learning that are regarded as essential in laying the foundation 
for success in later life, he started out in the business world as an en~ploye of 
E. L. Bigham & Company, under whose direction he learned the carriage trade. 
H e  worked for three years in the paint shop, three years in the trimming shop 



I-IISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 3 5 

and then entered the blacksnlith's shop, thus acquainting himself wit11 all the 
different departments of carriage and wagon making. He has a most compre- 
hensive and practical knowledge of the various branches of the trade. His con- 
stantly developing and increasing skill made him in time an expert workman 
and for  several years he mas in the service of the Enterprise Carriage Company, 
just prior to the establishment of his present business. H e  was joined by Joseph 
P. Werner in organizing the firm of Walker & Werner for the manufacture of 
carriages, to which they have since added the manufacture of buggies and auto- 
mobiles. They do all kinds of repair work in their line and they o\vn and occupy 
a fine brick building u7hich they erected during the summer of 1902 and which 
was ready for occupancy in September of that year. It  is located a t  Kos. 207-213 
Fayette street and on its completion they left their old quarters at Kos. 211-215 
Hamilton street, where they had started in business in IF, and came to their 
present location, where they now have a splendidly equipped plant. The building 
is a brick structure two stories in height, with \veil appointed offices and a factory 
supplied with all modern ecluipments and improved machinery necessary for the 
successful conduct of their work. I t  covers a floor space one hundred by seventy- 
two feet and they employ about twenty-five men. 

Mr. Walker was united in marriage to Miss Clara Ulrich, the daughter of 
John Ulrich, of this city, and they now have one child, Neva Luella. Mr. IValker 
belongs to the Knights of Pythias fraternity and also to the Modern Iioodmen 
Camp and is held in high esteem by his brethren of those organizations as well as 
by his business colleagues and contemporaries. 

JOSEPH P. WERNER. 

For a period of twelve years Joseph P. Werner has been junior partner in the 
well known firm of Walker & Werner, carriage and automobile builders. H e  was 
born in Peoria, September 22, 1873, and is the son of Valentine and Catharine 
Werner. At the usual age he entered the public schools, wherein he passed 
through the consecutive grades until he felt it incumbent upon him to provide for 
his own support, a t  which time he entered business life. H e  was then, in fact, 
very young to assume the burdens and responsibilities that are to be met wit11 in 
the business world but necessity and ambition both urged him to the step and for  
ten years, from the age of eleven to the age of twenty-one. he was employed in the 
office of the Manhattan Distilling Company of Peoria. On leaving that position 
he became shipping clerk with the American Glucose Company, with which he 
continued for six years, after which he entered into partnership with John 
Walker, ill 1900, under the present firm style of Walker & Werner. They have 
since conducted a carriage and automobile manufactory and repair shop and 
their business has steadily developed. They were originally located at Sos.  211- 
215 Hamilton street, where they remained until September, 1909, when the new 
building which they had been erecting was ready for occupancy. Its situation is 
at Kos. 207-213 Fayette street and this removal to a larger building indicates 
something of the growth of their trade. They have a fine modern tnro-story brick 
structure well equipped for office and factory purposes. I t  has a frontage of one 
hundred feet and a depth of seventy-two feet and its equipment includes all that 
will facilitate their trade. Tl~oroughness is demanded on the part of all their 
employes and the substantial character of their manufactured goods insures them 
a liberal sale. They now employ twenty-five workmen and the business returns 
to them a gratifying annual income. IMr. Werner's long esperience as an office 
man naturally led him to assume the office management of the business. while 
\iralker, trained in the practical lines of the trade, superintends the i~lanufactur- 
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ing. Thus the labors of the one ably supplement and round out the efforts of the 
other and their interests are conducted with the utmost harmony. 

On November 6, 1894, Mr. Werner was united in marriage to Miss Ida Lane, 
of Peoria, and they now have two children, Ralph and Russell. Mr. Werner is 
well known in fraternal circles, holding membership with Victor Lodge, I<. P., 
with the Modern Woodmen Camp, the Royal Neighbors and the Travelers' Pro- 
tective Association. He  has been a lifelong resident of this city and his record 
commands the admiration of those who know aught of his career, for he started 
out empty-handed and has depended entirely upon his resources and ability for 
the attainment and achievement of success. 

OTHO EOYD WILL, ill. D. 

Advancing in his profession to a point where scientific research and investiga- 
tion have supplemented the ordinary knowledge gained from the text-books, Dr. 
Otho Boyd Will is recognized as one of the eminent physicians of Peoria, spec- 
cializing in practice in gynecology. He  has known equal renown as a medical 
writer and in his labors as a member of the State Medical Society has done much 
to inspire and systematize the labors of the profession. 

His birth occurred in Mercersburg, Franklin county, Pennsylvania, June 27, 
1846, his parents being William S. and Elizabeth (Baxter) Will, who were also 
natives of the Keystone state. The former was a son of David and Elizabeth 
Will, and the mother was a daughter of PVilliam Eaxter, a native of Ireland, 
who after coming to the new world served an apprenticeship in the printing 
office of Benjamin Franklin in Philadelphia. In the year 1856 the parents of 
Dr. Iliill left their home in the east and removed with their family to Illinois, 
settling at Canton, Fulton county where the residue of their days was passed. 

Dr. Will, then a lad of ten summers, pursued his education in the public 
schools of Canton and afterward pursued a course of scientific study under the 
direction of John Wolf and other private tutors. In 1866 he entered upon the 
study of medicine under the direction of Dr. William M. Swisher, of Canton, 
and the following year was enrolled among the students of Rush Medical Col- 
lege of Chicago, in which he completed the regular course and won the hI. D. de- 
gree at his graduation with the class of 1869. H e  afterward did post-graduate 
work in gynecology and nervous diseases in New York and all through his pro- 
fessional career he has sought advancement wherever he has believed that knowl- 
edge would promote the skill and efficiency of the profession. 

In 1869 Dr. 14411 located for practice at Kickapoo and in addition to his pro- 
fessional duties assisted in building up the town of Dunlap in Peoria county. 
In 1881, however, after pursuing his special studies in the east, he came to Peoria 
and with Dr. J. L. Hamilton and Dr. T. M. McIlvaine assisted in organizing the 
Cottage Hospital. In this connection his work has been of a most important 
character and an extensive practice has been accorded him. That Dr. Will oc- 
cupies a prominent position as a physician and surgeon is indicated by the fact 
that he was elected in 1894 to the presidency of the Illinois State Medical So- 
ciety, of which he has been an active member for a number of years. H e  has 
also been president and secretary of the Military Tract Medical Society and 
president of the Rush College Alumni Association. He belongs also to the North 
Central Illinois Medical Society, the Peoria City Medical Association, the Atneri- 
can Medical Association and the Chicago Gynecological Society. 

In his practice he has made a specialty of gynecology and his study and work 
along that line have carried him far beyond the ranks of the average practitioner. 
He has always been deeply interested in biology in its kindred relation to the 
medical profession. He has spent considerable t ~ m e  studying abroad under emi- 
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nent physicians and surgeons of the old world and in investigating the leading 
hospitals of Europe. For a number of years he'was editor of the Peoria Medical 
Jourilal and his contributions to the literature of the profession in this arid other 
connections have awakened widespread interest and consideration. 

On the 14th of April, 1870, Dr. (Will was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth 
Grant, of Brimfield, this county. To  them were born four children, R,laud, Otho, 
Charles and Irene, all of whom are now deceased. In politics the Doctor is an 
independent republican, being allied with that n~ovenlent which seeks the general 
welfare rather than the success of party. Socially as well as professionally he 
is prominent. 

GEORGE HOGG McILVAINE. 

Among the builders and promoters of Peoria George H. hfcIlvaine was num- 
bered. His activities touched many of the general interests of society and proved 
a factor in business development and in educational and moral progress. His 
name was, indeed, an honored one in banking circles, for the policies urhich he 
pursued and the methods which he inaugurated as vice president of the Peoria 
National Bank and as president of the Clearing House and Bankers Association 
commended him to the confidence and high regard of all. The extent of his use- 
fulness cannot be measured until the many interests with which he was actively 
associated have reached their full measure of fruition in the world's morli. 

Mr. >McIlvaine was a native of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, born August 10, 1834, 
his parents being the Rev. W. B. and Elizabeth (Breading) McIlvaine, who were 
natives of the Keystone state. The mother died in Pittsburg in 1851 and the 
father was afterward for many years a resident of Peoria but eventually passed 
away here. 

In his native city George H. McIlvaine spent his youthful days and there 
acquired his preliminary education, which was supplemented by a course of study 
in Washington College of Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated in 1853, 
winning the Bachelor' of Arts degree, while later his alma mater conferred 
upon hirn the Master of Arts degree. His collegiate training well qualified hiin 
to enter upon life's practical and responsible duties and in 1854 he started for 
Illinois, hoping to find better business opportunities in the middle west. Estab- 
lishing his home in Peoria, he here became connected with the hardware and iron 
business, becoming the successor of H. Lightner in the well established firm of 
LV-alker & Lightner, at which time the firm style was changed to Walker & Mc- 
IIvaine. They conducted business along both wholesale and retail lines until 
1872, success attending their efforts so that a t  the end of that period RIr. JlcI1- 
vaine found himself in a financial position to enter banking circles. Withdraw- 
ing from commercial pursuits, he became connected with the Second Kational 
Bank, of which he was the manager, vice president and cashier until 1883, when 
its charter expired and the bank went into liquidation. H e  was in control of its 
interests during the widespread financial panic of 1872-3 and such was the con- 
servative business policy upon which he conducted its interests that the bank 
suffered the loss of not a dollar during that period and, in fact, continued upon 
its progressive course and paid in liquidation one hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars and a half for each one hundred dollars of stock. In  1883 the Peoria Ka- 
tional Bank became the successor of the Second National Bank and with the 
newly formed institution Mr. McIlvaine remained as cashier until the 1st of 
November, 1888. At  that time he turned over the active management to others, 
although retaining official connection therewith as vice president. This insti- 
tution prospered from its organization, being based upon the sound and con- 
servative methods instituted by Mr. McIlvaine, who ever recognized the fact 
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that the bank which is nlost worthy of patronage is that which most carefully 
safeguards its depositors. His standing in banking circles is indicated in the 
fact that he was elected president of the Clearing House on its organization and 
so continued until a few years prior to his death, when he retired. 

There was no public enterprise of Peoria that sought in vain the aid and co- 
operation of Mr. Mcllvaine, if his judgment deemed it worthy of support, and 
at  all times he was actuated by a public-spirited devotion to the general good 
that none questioned. H e  was one of the organizers of the Peoria Library As- 
sociation and assisted in the erection of the building which stood at the corner 
of Jefferson and Main streets. He  figured for many years as one of the direc- 
tors of the Chamber of Commerce and was in hearty sympathy with its projects 
for furthering the trade interests and promoting the welfare of the city. I-Ie 
dealt quite extensively in real estate and erected the first modern building on 
Adams street, a three story brick structure. H e  sought success along legitimate 
lines nor failed to accomplish what he undertook,, for his carefully formulated 
plans had their root in good judgment and progressiveness. 

On the 18th of August, 1857, Mr. McIlvaine was united in marriage to Miss 
Priscilla J. McClure, a resident of Peoria and a sister of Colonel John Dixon 
hlcClure, She was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, in 1834, her parents 
being Josiah E. and Jane hfcclure, who became early residents of Peoria county, 
the father engaging in pork packing here during the pioneer epoch in the city's 
development. The names of the children of Mr. and Mrs. McIlvaine are enumer- 
ated below: JVillian~ B. is an attorney of Chicago, a member of the firm of Wil- 
son, Bloore & McIlvaine, and has four children, Romain, Madaline, Priscilla and 
William B. Elizabeth is the wife of Albert T. Johnson, formerly of the Peoria 
National Bank, whose children are: Elizabeth, the wife of Lincoln J. Scales and 
the mother of one child, Elizabeth McClure Scales; Harry McClure; and Albert 
T., Jr. Emma is the wife of Lewis E. Rollo, of Chicago. Priscilla became the 
wife of Mack Merriam, of Albion, Michigan. George H. makes his home in 
Chicago. 

Mr. McIlvaine provided his family with a beautiful home at No. 111 North 
hiadison street, situated in the midst of a fine lawn, rendering this one of the 
most attractive residences of the city. H e  found his greatest happiness in pro- 
viding for the welfare of his family and spared no effort or expense if he could 
promote their best interests. He  was a man of broad mind, who always kept 
informed concerning the current events and vital political issues of the day. He 
had no ambition for office, yet kept abreast with the best thinking men of the 
age in his understanding of political conditions. He  was an unwavering advo- 
cate of the Union cause during the Civil war and was a member of the Christian 
and Sanitary con~mission organized by the Young Men's Christian Association 
of Peoria. To this he gave freely of his time and means and to other branches 
of Christian work he was equally loyal. For many years he was a devoted and 
faithful member of the Presbyterian church, was an earnest worker in the Sunday 
school and for  a number of years served as its superintendent. He was also 
particularly interested in the fourth ward mission, which developed into Grace 
church and of which he was also superintendent. He  always recognized the 
truth of the proverb "train a child up in the way he shall go and when he is 
old he will not depart from it." He, therefore, believed most firmly in educating 
the young that their moral teaching might bear fruit later in life. He was as 
persistent, earnest and zealous in his different lines of church work as he was 
in the conduct of his business interests. His labors were never actuated merely 
by a sense of duty but rather by a deep interest in his fellowmen and a most 
earnest desire to aid them to reach a position where individual worth commands 
respect and honor. He regarded a promise made as too sacred to be broken and 
his word was as good as any bond ever solen~nized by signature or seal. While 
his ideals of life were high, he never manifested a spirit of superiority and his 
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own nobility of character was manifest in its very simplicity. He regarded life 
as his opportunity for doing good. for furthering progress and promoting civ- 
ilization and he felt that all t h ~ s  was best conserved through a close conforn~ity 
to the teachings of  the church. 

, MTILFORD C. BLACK. 

Wilford C. Black has been the secretary o f  the Peoria Hotel Keepers' Associ- 
ation since its organization in 1906. H e  was born in Boone, Io~va,  February 9,  
1872, the son of Janles W. and Emma Elack. The father was a \\re11 known 
capitalist and live-stock man there and also served as mayor of that city. During 
thc Civil war he volunteered and after one year of service was mustered out on 
account of a wound which he had received. During the Spirit Lalie uprising of 
the Indians he was one of the fifty men who were chosen by the governor of 
Iowa to control that part of the country for one year. These men were designated 
as "the fifty brave men of Iowa." H e  passed away in 1898 at the age of sixty- 
six. His wife, who preceded him by a number of years, died in 1874 at the age 
of twenty-six. Both are buried in the Glendale cemetery in the family burial 
ground. 

Wilford C. Black received his early education in the public schools of Eoone 
and afterward studied at the Sacred Heart Academy, from which institution he 
was graduated a t  the age of eighteen. H e  then studied law for one year, after  
which he left his native town, going to Riemphis, Tennessee, then to Kew Orleans 
and later to a number of cities in the south. Finally he located in Oklahoma 
City, where he was en~ployed in a farni implement house as a bookkeeper and 
general man. H e  rerriairied in that position until 1896, when he became a trav- 
eling salesman for the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Company a t  Racine, Wiscon- 
sin. During that same year he was transferred to Peoria, where he became local 
manager of that firm. I n  1905 he was appointed general sales manager at Racine 
but resigned his position after two months to purchase the Hotel Black. of which 
he is today the proprietor. Since the organization, in 1906. of the Peoria Hotel 
Keepers' Association, xvhich has its offices located at S o .  IOO Chestnut street, Nr .  
Black has served as its secretary. H e  has been very successful in hotel work and 
also in other business affairs, and he has extensive holdings in this city. 

A t  i\liltvaukee, on December 19, 1905, Mr.  Rlack was married to Miss Jean 
Hollinghausen, a daughter of Julius and Jennie Hollinghausen. who reside at 
-4ustin. Illinois. The  father was engaged in the shoe business in Chicago. In poli- 
tics Mr.  Black is a republican and fraternally he is a Mason, having attained the 
thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and beloncing also to the commandery 
and the shrine at Peoria. H e  is likewise affiliated with the Renevplent Protective 
Order of Elks and is a memher of the Creve Coeur Club. H e  resides in his beau- 
tiful. modern home, which was erected in 1909. at 146 West Parkside drive. An 
extremely successful and enterprising business man, Mr.  Black has rendered 
valuable service in advancing the interests of and in improving the hotels of this 
city. 

J O H N  E. KEENE. 

Starting out in life without any vaulting ambition to accomplish something 
especially great o r  famous, John E. Keene has followed the lead of his oppor- 
tunities, doing as best he could anything that came to hand and seizing legitimate 
advantages as they have arisen. H e  has never hesitated to take a forward step 
when the way was open and, although content with what he has attained as he 
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has gone along, he has always been ready to make an advance. Fortunate in 
possessing ability and character that have inspired confidence in others, the 
simple welght of his character has carried him into important relations with large 
interests until he is now a member of the firm of Kempshall & Keene, managers 
of the General Western Agency of the Aetna Life Insurance Company, and, 
moreover, a prominent figure in financial circles as the vice president of the 
Dime Savings & Trust Company and the vice president of the Title Sr Trust 
Company. 

ills. Keene was born March 28, 1853, in Loudodn county, Virginia, and has 
been a resident of Peoria county, Illinois, since 1858, in which year his parents, 
Thomas W. and Roberta E. A. Keene, removed to this section of the state. Both 
the father and mother were natives of Virginia and were .of Scotch-Irish descent. 
They remained continuous residents of Peoria and Tazewell counties from 1858 
until death, the father passing away in 1902, while the mother's period of resi- 
dence covered an entire half century, as she was not called to her final rest until 
1908. Thomas 'GV. Keene was a builder. H e  resided in Elmwood from 1561 
until 1878 and afterward in Peoria and in Washington, Illinois. 

John E. Keene has been practically a lifelong resident of Peoria county. H e  
supplemented his public-school education by a course in Asbury, now De Pauw, 
University at Greencastle, Indiana, from which he was graduated in June, 1877, 
with the Bachelor of Arts degree. Three years later hls alma mater conferred 
upon him the Master of ,4rts degree. He  represented the university in the state 
oratorical contest of 1877 and was chosen to deliver the master's oration in 
1880. Immediately following his graduation he entered the ministry of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and devoted his life thereto until 1884. H e  was 
pastor of the First Methodist Episcopal church of Peoria from October, 1882, 
until October, 1884, during which period the present house of worship was 
erected. On account of failing health he gave up the ministry in the latter year 

. and identified himself with the Aetna Life Insurance Company, of which he is 
now manager, conducting his business along that line under the firm name of 
Kempshall & Keene. While he has thoroughly acquainted himself with insurance 
in every particular, he has not concentrated his energies upon this business to 
the exclusion of all other interests, having extended his efforts into other fields 
with equal success. As his financial resources have permitted he has made large 
investments in land and his holdings are now extensive. Moreover, he occupies 
a very prominent position as a financier of Peoria, being an extensive stockholder 
and the vice president of both the Dime Savings & Trust Company and the Title 
& Trust Company of Peoria. Well balanced mentally and physically, he pos- 
sesses sufficient courage to venture where favoring opportunity is presented and 
his judgment and even paced energy have carried him forward to the goal of 
success. 

Mr. Keene has been three times married, losing his first two wives by death. 
In Chicago. on the 8th of August, 1893, he wedded Miss Florence &I. Overall, a 
daughter of Pdr. and hrrs. James G. Overall, of Lewistown, Illinois. Her father 
was an Englishman by birth and was a large stock dealer but died allout forty 
years aqo. Jrr. Keene's children are: Dr. Floyd E. Keene, a practicing physician 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: and Florence R., who on the 25th of March, 
1909, became the wife of A. MTilson Oakford, a wholesale grocer. Mr. Keene is 
a meinber of the First Congregational church, deeply interested in its growth 
and success, as is evidenced by his hearty support of and cooperation in its vari- 
ous lines of work. Since 1890 he has been a member of the Knichts of Pythias 
lodge and is a Dast chancellor of il'est Bluff Lodge, No. 177. He  also belongs 
to the Creve Coeur Club. Politically he is a believer in republican principles 
but does not hesitate to cast an independent ballot, if his judgment so directs. 
He believes that in politics and in citizenship the interests of the many should 
be regarded hefore the welfare of the fen?. He  filled the office of school in- 
spector of Peoria from r p o  until 1905 and in 1900 he was also appointed a mem- 
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ber of the Library board, which position he still fills, having served for three 
years as  its president. His influence has always been on the side of progress, 
improvement and advancement. He has never believed in choosing the second 
best in business, in matters of citizenship or in social and church relations. H e  
is a dependable man under any condition and in any emergency. His quietude 
of deportment, his easy dignity, his frankness and cordiality of address, with 
the total absence of anything sinister or anything to conceal, foretoken a man 
who is ready to meet any obllgation of life with the confidence and courage that 
come of conscious personal ability, right conception of things and an habitual 
regard for what is best in the exercise of human activities. 

E E S  J X J I I S  L. SOAIMER. 

Benjamin L. Sommer, who has been secretary and treasurer of the Keystone 
Steel & Wire Company of Bartoitville since 1904, was born in Livingston county, 
Illinois, on the 17th of  January, 1880, his parents being Peter and Mary (Ereis- 
acher) Sommer. After pursuing his education in the public schools of Treinont, 
Illinois, until he was fifteen, years of age, he entered Brown's Eusiness College 
where he took the regular course of study to prepare him for a business career. 
After having graduated froill that institution he accepted a clerical position with 
the concern of which he is now an officer, and by gradual but constant promotion 
reached the position he now holds. His business ability has been of great value 
to the company, and much of the development and expansion of the activities 
of  the Keystone Steel S: Wire Company since its reorganization in 1904 is due 
to 34s. Somn~er's labors. 

In politics he is a republican, but because of his broad views he casts his vote 
for man and measure rather than strictly according io party dictates. H e  holds 
membership in the Creve Coeur Club. Although still a young man he has won a 
high place in the business circles of Peoria. 

IiiILLIAM DOLPHUS DICKSOK. 

From a comparatively humble position in the business world William Dolphus 
Dickson gradually advanced, overcoming dificulties and obstacles and resolutely 
working his way upward to success and prominence. What he accomplished 
represented the fit utilization of his time, talents and opportunities and was the 
fitting reward of laudable ambition and persistent energy. H e  was born in 
~lillsborough. Ohio, August 16. 1848, and was, therefore, in his sixty-third year 
when death called him on the aIst of January, 1911. His parents were John and 
Priscilla (Martin) Dickson, who carefully guided his younger years, endeavoring 
to plant within his mind the seeds that would in time bring forth rich fruit in 
all that makes for honorable manhood. His education was acquired in the public 
schools of his native city and he started in the business world as a tinner, ac- 
cluaitlting himself with that trade and also the trade of a furnace worlier. Grad- 
ual advancement brought him to the ownership of a business of that character 
and in time he extended the scope of  his business to include hardware, furnaces, 
heating and ventilating and eventually a plumbing department was established. 
H e  built up a good business in all those lines, keeping abreast of the progress of 
the titnes and doing nrork as a contractor of a most important character. His 
sales, too, were extensive and indicated his honorable, straightforward dealing. 
-As the years passed he became identified with building operations in Peoria, of 
which city he becaine a resident in 1872. H e  erected the Observatory huilding, 
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the Majestic Theater and also the present business house occttpied l ~ y  theSDickson 
Company in the conduct of the trade which had its inception in the marked en- 
terprise and laudable ambition of hiin whose name introduces this review. H e  
was a man of marked constructive and inventive ability and was the inventor 
and patentee of the Dickson Heating and Ventilating Systems and the Bifurcated 
Drain Spout, devices which have been accepted and adopted by the trade as 
valuable improvements in their respective lines. Each forward step in his career 
brought him a broader outlook and wider opportunities. H e  never regarded any 
position as final but considered it rather as the starting point for further con- 
quests in the business world. I n  addition to his commerclal connections he was 
a director and treasurer of the Farmers Loan Association and aided largely in 
placing this upon a safe and substantial basis. 

C)n the 6th of October, 1884, at Camp Chase, Ohio, Mr. Dickson was united 
in marriage to Miss Ella Heyle, a daughter of John C. Heyle, and unto them 
have been born three children, a son and two daughters, Victor Heyle, Hazel B. 
and Sina. 3Tr. Diclison was a member of several clubs and trade associations. 
H e  belonged to the Country Club and the Creve Coeur Club and his high stand- 
in5 in business circles is indicated in the fact that he was president of the Master 
Plun~bers' Association and also president of the Master Tinners' Association. 
His political allegiance was given to the republican party and his religious faith 
was that of the Congregational church. Life to him meant opportunify-the 
opportunity to accomplish substantial results in business, to aid his fellowmen and 
to make wise use of his time and talents. H e  never faltered in the performance 
of anj- duty and met every obligation and situation with the courage that comes 
from personal rectitude and an understanding of one's own powers and capacity. 

WINSLOW EVANS. 

Since the inception of the city, Peoria has always been distinguished fo r  
the high rank of her bench and bar. Each decade has brought new recruits 
to the profession and many have developed ability which places them in a fore- 
most position among those who are protecting in the courts the lives and liberty, 
the property and the rights of their fellowmen. T o  this class belongs Winslow 
Evans, who has practiced continuously in Peoria since 1891. Fifteen years be- 
fore he had been admitted to the bar in Marshall, Illinois, practicing there and 
in the surrounding country until he came to this city twenty-one years ago. 

Mr. Evans was a native of Marshall, his birth having there occurred on the 
19th of December, 1855. His parents were Albert and Harriet (Springer) 
Evans, who established their home in Marshall county in 1830 upon their arrival 
in Illinois from Newark, Ohio. The grandfather, Joshua Evans, was a native 
of Loudoun county, Virginia, and was of Welsh descent, but in pioneer times 
had removed to Ohio and later the family became represented in the pioneer 
development of this state. Albert Evans was a farmer by occupation, devoting 
his entire life to the tilling of the soil after he took up his abode in Marshall 
county, where his remaining days were passed. 

Winslow Evans was reared upon the home farm until he reached the age 
of twelve years, after which he spent a number of years in Wenona, Marshall 
county, and there enjoyed the benefit of public-school instruction. Still his 
ambition for an education was not satisfied and he entered the Illinois Wesleyan 
University at Bloomington, from which he was graduated. H e  afterward did 
post-graduate work and pursued the law course and in the intervals of his 
study engaged in teaching in Marshall county. H e  regarded that, however, 
merely as an initial step to other professional labor, for it was his desire to 
enter upon the practice of law, which he did in his native town, having been 
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admitted to the bar in September 1876. H e  practiced alone for a Sew years 
and then became a illember of the firin of Edwards & Evans, being thus as- 
sociated until he withdrew in order to remove to Peoria in 1891. Since that 
time he has contintled in private practice on his own account. He remains a 
general practitioner, well versed in all departments of jurisprudence, yet has been 
connected with much of the most important litigation tried in the courts of the 
district during the last two decades. For four years he was judge of the county 
court of Marshall county. He has always been careful to conform his practice 
to a high standard of professional ethics and never seeks to lead the court 
astray in a matter of fact or law. H e  has ever treated the court with the 
studied courtesy which is its due, nor has he indulged in malicious criticism 
because it arrived at a different conclusion, in the decision of a case, from that 
which he hoped to hear. He is calm, dignified self-controlled and has given to 
his clients the service of  great talent, unwearied industry and broad learning. 

In 1883 Mr. Evans was united in marriage to Miss Eva hlcCullough, a na- 
tive of Henry county, Illinois, and they now have one son, Donald W.. who is a 
graduate of the Northwestern University, at Evanston, Illinois, where he pur- 
sued the literary and law courses. H e  was graduated from that institution and 
in the fall of 1911 joined his father in practice. Aside from his law work Mr. 
Evans is serving on the board of directors of the First National Bank and the 
Savings Bank of Peoria and for both of these is attorney. He is a Knight 
Tenlplar Mason and is a charter member of the Creve Coeur Club. H e  has 
now been a member of the Illinois bar for more than thirty-five years and his work 
in the courts has placed him in a prominent position, while his individual worth 
has gained him the friendship and warm personal regard which in every land and 
clime are accorded in recognition of those characteristics which work for honor- 
able manhooci and citizenship. 

CHARLES \V. LUCAS. 

Among the leading commercial enterprises of Peoria is the excellent con- 
fectionery and jobbing house of Charles W. Lucas who is successfully carrying 
on a large and growing business at No. 415 South Washington street. To this 
department of trade 11e has devoted his energies for nineteen years, establishing 
the enterprise on a small scale but gradually developing it to large and profit- 
ab!e proportions until his business today features as one of the important manu- 
facturing and commercial undertakings of the city. 

Peoria county numbers Mr. Lucas among her native sons, his birth having 
occurred in hlossville, January 31, 1873. His parents were J. P .  and Anna ;\.I. 
(Schnebly) Lucas, both of whom have now passed away. the father's death 
occurring in 1910. while the mother survived until the 15th of October, agII .  
They were early settlers of this county, J. F. Lucas arriving about 1850. 

Charles W. Lucas was only a year old when the parents removed from 
Mossville to Peoria, which was then a town of some size and importance, yet 
gave comparatively little indication of reaching its present size and greatness. 
His father had been engaged in the grocery business in Afossville but after re- 
moving to Peoria he conducted a milk dairy for a time. H e  gave to his son 
such advantages as he could afford and the boy, after acquiring his education in 
the city schools, began to earn his own living by working as a clerk in a book 
store, in which he was employed for a year. He next secured a position in a 
wholesale candy factory, with which he was connected until he started in busi- 
ness for himself. While in that employ he acquainted himself with every 
branch of the trade, learned the methods of manufacture and the best process 
of sh i~ment  and with that knowledge as a foundation he has builded his success. 

Vol. 11-3 
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He now occupies a prominent position in trade circles as a wholesale confectioner 
ancl jobber of candies. H e  is engaged in the manufacture of hard goods of 
this character, including peanut candy and butterscotch, having a splendidly 
ecluipped establishment at S o .  415 South Washington street. H e  started in busi- 
ness on a snlall scale, handling a stock at his residence and doing his manufactur- 
ing there but in 1907 he removed to his present location and he now occupies 
four floors of the building, having about seven thousand square feet of floor 
space. In the conduct ,of the business in Peoria he employs ten men ancl also 
has two traveling salesillen upon the' road and one city salesman. Shipments 
are made to the surrounding territory and the trade is constantly growing. 

In 1904 Mr. Lucas was married to Miss Cora James, of Lincoln, Illinois, a 
daughter of D. H. James, and they now have one child, i\larjory. Mr. Lucas 
belongs to the Knights of Pythias fraternity, the Modern Woodmen of America 
and the Masonic lodge ancl is also connected with the Illinois Commercial Men's 
Association. His business ability is demonstrated in the success ~vhich he has 
won. H e  had no special advantages to aicl him at the outset of his career but he 
realized that energy, determination and honest dealings are indispensable con- 
comitants of success. Through the employnlent of these agencies he has con- 
stantly advanced and his business is one which adds to the commercial activity 
and consequent prosperity of  the city as well as to his individual success. 

FRANK J. MILLER. 

Franli J. Miller was a lifelong resident of Peoria and it will be long ere his 
friends cease to remember 11in-1, for he had a firin hold on the affectionate re- 
gard and respect of those with 1~113111 he calne in contact. He I-epresented husi- 
ness interests of the city as a member of Joseph Miller cG Sons and also of the 
Garside llanufacturing Company, in both of ~vh ic l~  connections he inanifested 
a spirit of progress that found tangible expression in substantial success. He 
was born llarch 9, 1850, in this city, and caille of Gerinan ancestry, manifest- 
ing in his life Inany of the sterling characteristics of the people of the father- 
land. He was a son of Joseph Miller, 3 native of Germany, who on coining to 
-America first settled in Cincinnati but in the latter '30s caine to Peoria, whei-e he 
established a lumberyard, co~ltinui~lg in that business for many years. H e  n-as 
one of the early lumber merchants of the city and is classed wit11 those who laid 
broad ancl deep the foundation upon ivl~icl~ has been builded the present gro\vth 
and prosperity of this section. 

His son Frank J. Miller was sent to the German scl~ools of I'eoria. in 1vhic11 
he pursued his studies to the age of eighteen years, nrl~en he I~egan worki~lg for 
his father in the lumber husiness. He studied every phase of the tracle. mani- 
fested unfaltering industry in perform in^ the tadis that devolved upon him and 
I\-011 his promotion not through parental ~nfluence hut through genuine personal 
~vorth. Eventually he was adnlittecl to a partnership under the firm style of 
Joseph 3Iiller & Sons. Follo~ving the death of the father he was associated 
wit11 his brother Joseph Miller, who is also now deceased. They controlled and 
enjoyed an estensive trade, their sales reaching a large annual figure. They 
handled 11~1ilcli11g materials of all kinds, sought to obtain only a fair profit upon 
their investment and in all of their dealings were strictly reliable. Their pro- 
gressiveness was tempered by a safe conservatism that never countenanced un- 
warranted risks and yet they steadily forged forward along the path of success. 
In addition to his connection with the lumber trade SIr. lliller nras interested in 
the Garside llant~facturing Company and was a stockllolder in the Con~rnercial 
German Sational Bank. 
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On the 5th of Soven~ber, 1873, occurred the marriage of Mr. Miller and 
>Iiss Franziska Streibich, a daughter of Frederick Streibich, a prominent pioneer 
of Peoria. Unto 3lr. and Mrs. Miller were born seven children: Frank J., who 
is engaged in the lumber business as a member of the firm of Joseph Miller & 
Sons; Joseph F . ;  Fred C., who is also associated with the lumber company; 
Charles LV., who is a practicing physician of Peoria; Edward A., a jewelry 
manufacturer of this city; Irma, the wife of William J. Fickeson, of Peoria; and 
Olga, at home. 

I l r .  Miller held membership in St. Joseph's German Catholic church and his 
political faith was that of the republican party, his ballot always being given for 
the support of its men and measures. He was interested in all the uplifting in- 
fluences of life. He greatly enjoyed German literature and was a home man, 
tlevoted to the welfare of his family. He possessed that quality which for want 
of a better term has been called personal magnetism, having the happy faculty 
of drawing men to him by reason of his sterling character, his geniality, his 
1;indly spirlt and his hospitality: He was, indeed, a n~~rm-hearted and great- 
hearted man and there n7as in his life record much that is worthy of commends- 
tioil and emulation. 

ROGERT J. EVANS. 

Robert J. Evans, president of the Duroc Bulletin Company, founded that 
paper and has published the same for the past eight years. He was born in El 
Yaso, Illinois, August z ~ ,  1863, and is a son of Robert and Sancy Evans. The 
father was one of the pioneer agriculturists of iVoodford county, and as he was 
an enterprising and progressive illan he became one of the foremost citizens of 
his comn~unity, efficiently discharging the duties of various township offices. 
Eoth parents are now deceased, the father having passed away in 1893 and the 
nlother in 1906. They ai-e buried in the cenletery at El Paso. The Evans 
fanlily was originally of PVelsli extraction, but they have been residents of 
, in~erica for practically a century, the fourth generation having been born here. 

Reared in the country Robert Evans passed his early years in a manner very 
similar to other farmer lads of that period. At the usual age he entered the 
common scl~ools, completing his education upon his graduation from the El 
Paso high school in 1883. He subsequently engaged in teaching in IVoodford 
county for two years and then went to Emporia, Kansas. There he turned his 
attentloll to journalisn~, beginning his newspaper career on the Emporia Kews, 
of which he was city editor for three years. Returning to El Paso, he bought 
an interest in one of the local papers, which he edited for eighteen years. At 
the expiration of that time, he came to Peoria and founded the Duroc 
Gulletin. Three years later the business was incorporated under the name of 
the Peoria Eulletin Company, and his plant is no~v  located at number 201-203 
South b~~asl-iington street. As the ilanle ~vould imply his paper is entirely de- 
votetl to the interests of the Duroc Jersey hog, ancl it is the oilly publication 
issued whose columns are exclusivelj confined to any single breed of hogs. The 
paper has become well kno~vn during the eight years Mr. Evans has been publish- 
ing it and not only has a large circulation but has become recognized as a valu- 
able advertising medium. His early aqricultural training and thorough familiar- 
ity with 1i1-e stock ~vell qualified him for this undertaking and through judicious 
i~lanagement the paper has heen placed on a payinq basis. 

At Emporia. Kansas, on the 15th of January. 1889, Jlr .  Evans was united in 
marriage to Miss Nellie Rooke, ancl they have become the parents of six chil- 
dren, as follo\vs: Annie, now the ~v i fe  of Hugh Miller, principal of the schools 
of T.ockport, 1,ouisiana; 11-alter R., who is a professional athlete and associated 
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with his father in business; Gernard; Esther; George ; and Lawrence, now re- 
siding in Chicago. 

Fraternally Mr. Evans is affiliated with the Masonic order and in politics 
! he is a republican. He  has become recognized, since publishing The Duroc 

Bulletin, as one of the best authorities in the country on this particular breed of 
hogs and from 1893 to 1906 he was secretary of The Kational Duroc Jersey 
Recording Association; in December, 1911, he was elected secretary of the 
American Duroc Jersey Swine Breeders' Association and maintains an oflice 
in the Live Stock Record building, stock yards of Chicago. He  has become 
widely lcnown through his official duties and also through the columns of his 
paper and enjoys a favorable acquaintance among agriculturists and stockinen 
throughout the United States. 

GE0,RGE PARKER, M. D. 

Dr. George Parker, with offices at 427 Jefferson building in Peoria, acts as 
medical director of the Peoria Life Insurance Company and is one of the rising 
young professional Illen of this city, having practiced here since 1905. I-Ie was 
born in Huntsville, Illinois, and reared in Mount Sterling, this state. His father, 
Dr. William Parker, is still practicing at hlount Sterling. 

George Parker received his early education in the graded and high schools 
of Rilount Sterling and following his graduation entered the Illinois College at  
Jacksonville, which institution conferred upon him the degree of Hachelor of 
Philosophy. He  next became a student in the Northwestern University Medical r 
School, being graduated from that institution in 1902 with the degree of >I. D. 
After winning his M. D. degree he served for a year and a half as interne in the 
Cook County Hospital of Chicago and then spent one year in post-graduate 
work in Vienna and Berlin, coming direct from these world-renowned seats of 
medical learning to Peoria. Dr. Parker does a general practice, making a spe- 
cialty of di3gnosis and the treatment of internal diseases. He is on the staff of 
St. Francis I-Iospital and in 1910-11 acted as president of that staff. As a mem- 
ber of the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and 
the American Medical Association, he keeps in close touch with the progress that 
is being continuously made by the profession. 

Dr. Parker selected as his life helpmate and companion Miss Amy Josey, of' 
Calumet, Michigan. To them were born two sons, William and George, Jr. 
Aside from his professional activities Dr. Parker finds time to fraternize with 
some of the leading social institutions. He  has attained the thirty-second degree 
of the Scottish Rite in Masonry, belongs to the Mystic Shrine and is also a 
member of the Creve Coeur Club of Peoria. 

ERNEST H. WAHLFELD. 

Ernest H.  Wahlfeld is secretary and treasurer of The Wahlfeld Manufactur- 
ing Company, which fact is ample assurance of his being entitled to mention 
among the capable representatives of the business and commercial interests of 
Peoria. His birth occurred in this city on the 4th of October, 1883, and he is 
a son of August and Anna Wahlfeld, who are mentioned at greater length else- 
where in this work. 

Peoria has always been the home of Ernest H. Wahlfeld, who attended the 
public scltools until he was sixteen years of age, in the acquirement of an edu- 
cation. Feeling he was then qualified to begin preparation for his life voca- 
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tion, he laid aside his text-books and became a worker in the plant with which 
he is still connected. H e  began in a very minor capacity and won his promo- 
tion from department to department by reason of the energy and intelligence he 
manifested in the discharge of his duties. He applied himself diligently to the 
nlastery of every detail of the business, becoming thoroughly familiar with its 
varying needs and requirements, thus qualifying himself for the position he 
now holds as an official of the company. The Wahlfeld llanufacturing Corn- 
pany engage exclusively in the manufacture of interior woodwork and fixtures, 
their plant being located at Sos.  1101-1125 South Washington street. Mr. 
Wahlfeld is progressive and highly intelligent and has given much thought and 
consideration to all questions relating to the development of the company's en- 
terprise. H e  is widely informed on all matters pertaining to industrial or  com- 
lnercial conditions and keeps in close touch, not only with those having direct 
bearing on his own interests, hut those affecting business affairs generally. 

This city was the scene of Mr. 1;lJahlfeld's marriage in 1905 to Miss Clara 
Tappe, a daughter of hlrs. Marie Tappe. They reside at S o .  211 Moss avenue, 
where in 1 9 q ,  they erected a very attractive and conlfortable home, thoroughly 
modern in all of its appointments. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wahlfeld are members of St. Paul's German Lutheran church 
and his allegiance in political matters he accords to the republican party. H e  
is widely known in the city and highly regarded among both his social and busi- 
rless accluaintznces, the majority of whom have known him from early child- 
l1ood, and recognize in him a worthy representative of an honored pioneer 
family. 

JOSEPH JIILLER. 

Joseph Miller, now deceased, figured prominently in industrial and financial 
circles of Peoria, and owed his success to hard work and honest methods. In  all his 
undertakings he put forth earnest, persistent effort, realizing that the source of 
power is within the individual, and that not upon environment or  circumstances 
does progress depend. He became well known in connection with the lumber 
trade of the city, also with its manufacturing, insurance and banking interests, 
and in every relation commanded the trust and admiration of his associates. 
H e  was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. March 25, 1848, a son of Joseph Miller, who 
was a native of Germany and became one of the early residents of Peoria after 
living for a few years in Cincinnati subsequent to his immigration to the new 
world. I t  was in the early '50s that he arrived in Illinois, where he entered the lum- 
ber trade, establishing a yard which constituted the nucleus of the present large 
lumber business now conducted under the name of Joseph Miller iG Sons. H e  
built his success upon a broad and stable basis, and the reliability of his methods 
commendeci him to the public patronage. 

Joseph Miller, whose name introduces this review, was but three years of age 
when brought by his parents to Peoria, and in the German schools of this city 
he pursued his studies. His business training came to him under the direction 
of his father whom he joined after putting aside his text-books, thoroughly ac- 
quainting himself with every department of the trade. The business prospered 
year after year, for. to the broad experience and sound judgment of the father 
were added the enterprise and progressiveness of the two sons, for both Joseph 
Miller and his brother Frank were admitted to a partnership in the business 
under the style of Joseph Miller & Sons. Following the father's death the 
brothers continued the business with Joseph PIIiller as the senior partner, and 
thus the subject of this review was closely associated with the lumber business 
of this city up to the time of his death. The business of the house constantly 
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grew in volume and importance for they carried an extensive line of lumber and 
all kinds of luilding material, and their business methods measured up to the 
highest standard of commercial ethics. Joseph i\liller was well known also in 
other connections, becoming treasurer of the Garside hlanufacturing Company, 
vice president of the German Fire Insurance Con~pany and a director of the 
Commercial German National Bank. H e  found ready solution for intricate bus- 
iness problems, ancl seemed to recognize almost intuitively the possibilities and 
opportunities of a situation. H e  was also prominently identified with the Eoard 
of Trade and enjoyed an enviable reputation for his sound, conservative and 
reliable business methods and his straightforward dealing. 

On the 10th of April, 1871, occurred the marriage of Mr. Miller and Miss 
Mary DeFries, a daughter of Charles DeFries. They became the parents of four 
children: Joseph, who is identified with the firm of Joseph Miller & Sons; Mary 
&I., Emma J. and Oscar JV. The eldest son is nom7 married and has two children, 
Joseph, Jr., and Helen Elizabeth. Mr. Miller held memebrship in the St. Jos- 
eph's Catholic Church, also with the St. Joseph's Crothers and Knights of St. 
George. His political support was given to the republican party where national 
questions and issues were involved. Lut in local elections he cast an independent 
ballot. He was a splendid type of a successful German-American citizen. What- 
ever the quiet forces and influences at work in his life to shape his destiny, it 
was evident at the outset of his business career that he understood clearly the 
fact that energy and unfaltering perseverence constitute the surest basis upon 
which to build success. Those qualities were ever numbered among his salient 
characteristics and won for him the constant promotion and advancement which 
attended him in his business career and gained for him his prominent and hon- 
orable position in the trade and banking clrcles of the city. 

AIARCUS WHITIKG, A'l. D. 

In  the twenty-nine years of his connection with the. medical profession in 
Peoria, Dr. illarcus Whiting has made continuous progress, keeping in touch with 
the advancement that has characterized the medical fraternity in its search for the 
deep scientific truths wllich underlie their work. H e  came to this city in April, 
1883, then a young man of nearly twenty-three years. H e  was born on a farm in 
Lafayette county, $lissouri, August 22, 1860, a son of the Rev. Charles \\Tl~iting, 
D. D., a Baptist minister, w l ~ o  devoted forty years of his life to the work of the 
church. At intervals he accepted new pastorates, filling Captist pulpits in Dover, 
Eoonville ancl Springfield, Missouri ; Fort Scott, Kansas : and Quincv and Can- 
ton, Illinois. Earnest and purposeful, his teachings bore fruit in the lives of 
those who came under his guidance and he continued actively and successfully in 
the work of the ministry to the time of his demise, nrhich occurred in Canton, Illi- 
nois, April 26, 1893. His wife, who bork the maiden name of Lucy IVebb, still 
survives him at the age of seventy-nine years. She was ever in hearty sympathy 
with him in his work in behalf of the church. and in the training of her children 
in the I~ome she gave to them principles which have been effective forces in 
molding their lives since leaving the parental roof. 

Dr. Whiting, whose name introduces this record, acquired his primary educa- 
tion in the different to~vns in which the family were located. H e  was a student in 
the high school of Quincy, Illinois, and n7as graduated therefrom with the class of 
1875. He continued his studies for four or five years, following the direction of 
his father, who was a man of liberal education, the son devoting his attention to 
the classics. The broad knowledge thus acquired served as an excellent founda- 
tion upon which to build professional learning. Determining to make the prac- 
tice of medicine his life work, he matriculated in Rush Medical College at Chi- 



DR. JIARCUS IT'HITISG 





HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 55 

cago as a member of the class of 1880, and was one of thirteen in a class of one 
hundred and eighty-five to pursue the full three years' course that brought hini 
to his graduation on the 20th of February, 1883. Throughout his entire pro- 
fessional career he has been a resident of Peoria, opening an office in this city on 
the 1st of April, at KO. 902 Sor th  Adams street. After six months, however, he 
removed to 800 Korth Adams street, where he maintained his office for t~venty- 
one years. During that period his practice steadily grew as the public canle to 
recognize his skill and ability, which were continually augmented by his further 
study and research. For five or six years he had his office in the IIioolner build- 
ing, from which he removed to his present location in the Jefferson buiiding, in 
June, 1910. H e  has never specialized but has continued in general practice and 
throughout the entire period of twenty-nine years has been accorded a liberal 
patronage. His work has been eminently satisfactory and resultant and his close 
conformity to a high standard of professional ethics has brought him the regard 
and confidence of his brethren of the medical fraternity. H e  has done consider- 
able hospital work, serving on the staff of St. Francis Hospital, also of the 
Deaconess Hospital and the Proctor Hospital. H e  has also served as commis- 
sioner of health of Peoria, filling the office from 1888 until  IS^, inclusive. H e  
has kept in touch with the advancement made by the medical profession not only 
through private reading and research but also tkrough the proceedings of the 
Peoria City JSedical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association, in all of which he holds membership. His practice has 
made coiltinuous demands upon his time and energies and yet he has found oppor- 
tunity for cooperation in business affairs of an entirely different character. H e  
was one of the incorporators and original stockl~olders of the Interstate Cank & 
Trust Conlpany of Peoria and served on its directorate for several pears, retiring 
in 1910. 

On January 24, 1888, Dr. llrl~iting was united in marriage to Miss Martha 
Elizabeth Garthwait, of Indianapolis, and unto them has been born a daughter, 
Ethel, ~ v h o  is the wife of A. C. Scofield, of Peoria. In Masonry Dr. Whiting has 
attained high rank. He has not only taken the degrees of the lodge but has also 
accluainted himself with the work of capitular, cryptic and chivalric Masonry in 
the chapter, council and commandery. H e  has liken~ise crossed the sands of the 
desert with the nobles of the Mystic Shrine and he belongs to the Knights of 
Pythias fraternity, to the Maccabees Tent. to the Royal League and to the For- 
esters. Ilis political allegiance is given the democratic party and in its local coun- 
cils he is a man of considerable influence, holding firmly to the principles which 
Ile deems of vital moment in good government. H e  served for six years, or for 
three terms, as alderman from the first ward of Peoria, being called to the 
office in 1903. In that connection he esercises his official prerogatives in support 
of many l~rogressive public movements. -At all times 11e stands for advancement 
and improvenlent whether in professional relations or in his connections with the 
city's best interests. I-Ie is a man of broad and liberal culture, ~ v l ~ o s e  friendship 
is prized ~vherever he is knoivn and most of all ~ v l ~ e r e  he is best kno\vn. 

BERNARD MURNIGHAN. 

Bernard Nurnighan, who has been vice president and manager of the Peoria 
Bedding Company with factories at I500 Sor th  -4danls street since its incorpo- 
ration in 1910, was born in Bloomington, Illinois. on the 8th of Kovember, 1876. 
He is a son of P. J. and Margaret (llullins) Slurnighan. The father was em- 
ployed as gardener by Judge Davis, a position which he held for forty-t~vo years. 
His death occurred on the 5th of August, 1894, when he was eighty-two years of 
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age. His wife passed away in 1884 and they are both buried in the Catholic 
cemetery. 

Bernard lfurnighan was a pupil in the public schools of Bloomington until 
he was thirteen years of age. At that time he laid aside his text-books and 
began earning his own livelihood by work as a farm hand. H e  was first employed 
by a cousin, A. Williams, for eleven months. Afterward he returned to Bloom- 
ington and was employed for some time in the labeling department of a packing 
house, but on the 17th of January, 1890, he entered his present line of business. 
He  started with the firm of Robert Thompson as an apprentice, but in about four 
years he had worked up to the position of foreman of the mattress department. 
H e  served in that capacity until 1899, when he removed to New York city and 
became foreman of the Acme Bedding Company. After two years he accepted 
the position of superintendent of the Eohnart Brunsman Company. Three years 
later he returnecl to Bloomington and remained there as foreman of the Dodge- 
Dickinson Company until in blarch. 1910, he formed the present company. H e  
has since been a resident of Peoria and is a t  present serving as vice president and 
manager of the Peoria Bedding Company. He  has worked his way upward 
from a position of minor itnportance to the head of a concern which has a wide 
reputation as  reliable manufacturers. 

On  the 15th of July, 1900. Mr. Murnighan was married to Miss Jeannette 
Kirby, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Icirby, the former a prominent agri- 
culturist of his locality. In  politics Mr. Murnighan gives his support to the 
republican party, and although he has never sought nor desired office, he main- 
tains a citizen's interest in the issues of the day. H e  holds membership in the 
Association of Commerce. His life has been an extremely busy and useful one, 
and while his interests have brought him great success, his work has always been 
of a nature which benefits the community as well. The family residence is located 
at 1508 Xorth Madison street. 

P E T E R  C0L;CORD BARTLETT. 

I t  is not given to the majority of men to attain prominence in military or  
political circles, but the possibilities of a successful career in business are before 
every individual. The  attainment of success, however, attests the possession of 
certain essential qualities. These are industry, concentration, close application 
and firm purpose and with all these requisites Peter Colcord Eartlett was richly 
endowed. Ey their exercise he gained a creditable position in business circles 
and, moreover, his was a notable career in that he remained actively in business 
to the time of his death, which occurred when he was about eighty-five years of 
age. H e  was born February 13, 1826, in Salisbury, New Hampshire, and departed 
this life in Peoria, April 5, 1911. AS a pioneer merchant and representative 
business man he certainly deserves mention in this volume. His parents were 
Peter and Anna (Pettengill) Eartlett. The father was a capable and learned 
physician, who in 1836 removed to Peoria, becoming one of the earliest prac- 
titioners of medicine in this city which at that time contained a very lilnited pop- 
ulation. H e  was a representative of one of the old Kew England families, among 
whose members were many who attained prominence, their names being closely 
associated with a number of the leading educational institutions of New England, 
also with the records of the bar and the medical profession. 

Peter C. Bartlett was a pupil in the public schools of his native town and also 
of Peoria, following the removal of the family to this place. H e  first sought 
employment as  a clerk in a general store and his initial business experience 
qualified him for larger responsibilities a t  a latcr date. I-Ie soon entered the 
employ of Pettengill 6r Eartlett, proprietors of a general mercantile establishment, 
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the junior partner being a cousin of Peter C. Eartlett. JIJhile thus en~ployed the 
latter carefully saved hls earnings until his industry and economical expenditure 
had brought him a sufficient sum to enable him to engage in business on his own 
account. H e  then opened a grocery store, which he conducted successfully for 
twelve years. His trade grew during that period and brought him substantial 
success. H e  afterward turned his attention to the dry-goods business, forming 
a partnership with A. P. Eartlett, \vho had previously been his employer when 
a member of  the firm of Pettengill & Cartlett. The connection between the 
cousins was discontinued in 1877, when ,4. P. Eartlett retired from business. 
The following year Peter C. Bartlett entered the revenue service, in \vhich he 
continued for seven years. On the expiration of that period he once more be- 
came connected with the grocery trade, in which he continued successfully up to 
the time of his death. He was a business man of the highest type and the straight- 
forward, honorable policy which he followed is still being pursued by his son 
Edward P. Ijartlett, who is his successor in comn~ercial circles. Despite his 
eighty-five years he went each day to his office and continued actively in business 
to the time of his demise. 

On the 12th of Xovember, 1851, Mr. Eartlett was united in marriage to Miss 
Abigail Thompson, and unto them were born four sons but Henry T. Bartlett 
is the only one now living. The wife and mother passed away September 2, 
1861, and A4r. Eartlett afterward wedded Margaret Culbertson, by whom he had 
five children: Sue Herron, Kancy Culbertson. Edward P., Lucy Ellen and 1451- 
liam C. There are two granddaughters: Alice C.. a daughter of Henry T. Eart- 
lett; and Margaret C., a daughter of Edward P. Cartlett. 

The parents were members of the Presbyterian church and were people of 
broad and liberal views and of charitable spirit, ever ready to extend a helping 
hand to one in need or to speak an encouragin? word. In business affairs Mr. 
Eartlett was conservative yet never allowed this to interfere with progressive- 
ness. H e  clung tenaciously to a cause which he believed to be right and his 
opinions were founded upon throuyh understanding- of every vital question. H e  
was a well read man and he was fond of music. H e  had many lovable traits of 
character, was always considerate of  the opinions of others and his friendship 
was much prized by all to whom it was given. There are no exciting chapters 
in his life record but it is that of a man who ever recognized his duties and met 
his obligations. 

JAMES 13. DOOLEY. 

James C. Dooley is the president of the firm of Dooley I3rothers, agents for 
the Dupont powder and dynamite and wholesale and retail coal tnerchants in 
Peoria, having their offices at 604 South Adams street. H e  was born in Sova 
Scotia, June 21, 1856, the son of Edward and Johanna Dooley. The father 
followed the occupation of coal mining. He passed away in this city in 1888 
and is buried in St. Nary's cemetery. 

James I?. Dooley attended school in ?;ova Scotia until he was ten years of age 
11-11en, to help toward the support of the family, he began working in a coal mine 
and followed that line of work until 1886. During that time he ~ v o n  pron~otion 
and attained a renlunerative position in the business. In 1881 he carne to Peoria 
and here, in ~ 8 8 7 ,  he was appointed by Mayor Kinsey as a policeman. in which 
capacity he served for two years. Subsequently he was appointed bridge tender, 
holdinq that office for three years. Then, he and his brother, Richard zi. Dooley, 
started the business with which they are now connected. They have met with 
cscellent success and in ~ 9 0 8  is was incorporated into the present firm. They 
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are the only Dupont agents in Peoria. Mr. Dooley is also president of the East- 
ern Coal Company, the mine being owned by himself and his brother. 

In Peoria, on the 25th of February, 1884. 11s. Dooley was married to Miss 
Fredericka Schultz, daughter of  l l r .  and 31rs. Henry Schultz. The father is 
a farmer in Peoria county and an old settler here. To Mr. and Rlrs. Dooley has 
been born one son, Edward, ~vho  is the cashier of the Dooley Brothers Company. 
The family lives at 713 Garden street in a residence that was erected in 1897. 
In politics Mr. Dooley is a democrat and he and his fanlily adhere to the faith 
of the Catholic church. Fraternally he is a member of the Independent Order of 
Foresters and of the Loyal An~ericans. Mr. Doolep's success in life is due to 
his energy, persistence and business management. 

HENRY RIIEAKS PISDELL.  

Henry Means Pindell whose name figures prominently in the history of 
journalisi1l in Peoria being now and for many years owner and proprietor of the 
leading paper of the city-the Peoria Journal-was born in St. Joseph, llissouri, 
December 23, 1860. H e  is a son of James llorrison and Elizal~eth Pindell and 
coilles of an ancestry hoilored and distinguished, various representatives of the 
family having figured pronlinently in connection \\-it11 events that have left their 
i m ~ r e s s  upon American annals. His great-grandfather, Dr. Richard Pindell, 
served on the staff of General II'ashington in the Revolutionary war and dressed 
the wounds of Lafayette when the French patriot \vas injured in battle and when 
twenty years afterward 11e visited America for the second time, l ~ e  was enter- 
tained in Lexington, Kentucky, a t  the home of Major Thomas R. Pindell the 
Doctor's son. James Morrison Pindell was an o\lrn cousin of Senator Thotnas 
Hart Eenton, of Missouri. H e  became a ~varm and persoi~al associate of Henry 
Clay who was his guardian and with wl~om he was closely connected through 
Clay's political career. In  fact, the Clays and Pindells were for years very in- 
timate and their burying lots in the I<entucliy cemetery adjoined. The great- 
grandnlother of Henry hl. Pindell \\-as a relative of Virginia's first governor. 
James AI. Pindell made the practice of l a ~ v  his life work and his professional 
career added laurels to an honored fanlily name. In theory, in person and in 
character, Henry Means Pindell is a \vortl~y scion of his race. His intellectual 
training, so far as the tvorlc of the schoolroon~ went was completed in the De Pauw 
University at Greencastle, Indiana, from which he u7as graduated with the class 
of 1881. All through his life he has follo\vecl joui-nalism, and during President 
Cleveland's first adininistration was editor of the IVabash (Indiana) Times. 
Later he was connected with The Chicago Trihune and from that paper went to 
The State Register at Springfield, Illinois, as its city editor. I ihi le  residing at 
the capitol he was elected city treasurer, serving froin 1887 uiltil 1889, under 
hIayor Charles E. Hay, a brother of the late Honorable John Hay, secretary 
of state during President RlcKinley's administration. 

hfr. Pindell removed from Springfield to Peoria in 1889 and founded The 
Peoria Herald. Subsequently he purchased The Peoria Transcript and The 
Peoria Times, but sold the latter to J. C.  Earnes, proprietor of The Peoria Jour- 
nal and consolidated The Transcript and The Herald under the nanle of The 
Herald-Transcript. On the 13th of July. 1902, he purchased The Journal and 
in October of that year sold The Herald-Transcript to a number of business 
men, republicans. Mr. Pindell continued the pul~lication of The Journal and 11as 
developed it according to the most modern and progressive methods of news- 
paper publication until it is today the strongest Peoria newspaper, s ta l~~lar t  and 
vigorous in its policy in keeping in touch with the advance movements resulting 
from the wise and careful consideration of the vital and significant problems of 
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the day. The Journal's plant is the best equipped in the city. The policy of the 
paper has ever been characterized by  fearlessness and this quality has ever 
featured in the journalistic and private activities of Mr. Pindell. I n  rSgG and 
again in 1909, associated with The Herald in tlte former year and with The 
Herald-Transcript in the latter, Mr. Pindell repudiated Ifrilliam Jennings Uryan 
and became an independent with democratic leanings. H e  fought the free silver 
craze. H e  was wholly responsible for the death of the infamous Illinois Allen 
laxv which gave corporations the right of the use of the streets for fifty years. 
He has always vigorously opposed corporate greed. H e  stands for the interests 
of the people at large, holding also to the policy that political organizations 
should be operated for  the benefit of the majority rather than for the few. In 
fact, at all times, 3lr. Pindell has heen a champion of progress and inlprovement 
and this spirit has led to his official interest in the Peoria Public Library and tlte 
Peoria Association of Commerce, in both of 1~11ich he is a director. He was 
active in the management of the movement for the comlnission form of govern- 
ment in the state and Governor Deneetl gives him credit for putting the law on 
the statute books of Illinois. 

On the 29th of October, 1890. Mr. Pilldell married Miss Eliza Xdelia Stnith, 
a daughter of Honorable P. IV. Smith of Springfield, xvltose people were early 
pioneers of Illinois, representing a prominent southern family. X r .  and Mrs. 
1-'indell have two children, Elizabeth and Frances, both attending school in the 
east. The parents hold membership in the Second Presbyterian church. 

Mr. Pindell is a member of the Creve Coeur Club and the Peoria Country 
Clul~. H e  was one of the organizers and for two years was president of the 
Illinois Daily Sewspaper Publishers Association. For years he \vas a member of 
the board of the Western Division of the Associated Press. His strongly marked 
personal cltaracteristics are of tlte highly sensitive nature of tlte southern type; 
a keen and analytical mind that recognizes the advance features and phases of 
any subject to which his attention is closely directed, and therefore arrives at a 
largely itttpartial opinion; a generous appreciation of the rights and privileges 
of otliers ; and a deep and comn~endable interest in ancestral and historical records 
as \\-ell as in modern day events. H e  is a lover of a good horse and all manly 
out-door sports. He enjoys a game of golf and in fact, lilies a game of chance 
\vhich calls forth his metal and his ability. His is the success which comes to 
those who, as a Chicago journalist has put it. "are willing to stand by their stand- 
ards, \vl~o are ready to endure the' siege of rnisjudgme~tt. xvlto are prepared to 
face the fire of criticism and to accept defeat until they becon~e vaccinated 
against it." Such Inen not only u ~ i n  but deserve their success. 

Throughout the years of his residence in Peoria county-years that covered 
his entire life span-Calvin C. Schnebl~. was connected with agricultural in- 
terests. H e  was a representative of one of the old and prominent faitlilies of 
this part of the state, his father, Henry Schnehly, having arrived in Peoria 
county in 1833. in which year he traveled across the country from Pennslyvania 
to Illinois. H e  found that all this section of the state was largely wild and un- 
improved, its prairies covered with its native grasses and starred with a million 
wild flowers during the summer months while in the winter season the plain 
presented the appearance of one dazzling and unbroken sheet of snow. Here 
and there a hardy pioneer had braved the difficulties of frontier life to establish 
a home in the far  west. and Henry Schnebly, wishing to become identified with 
farming interests in this part of the state, secured one hundred and sixty acres 
of land adjoining Peoria, which was then but a tiny hamlet. 
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It  was upon the old homestead farm that Calvin C. Schnebly was born and 
reared, his natal day being March 10, 1845. His education was largely acquired 
in the district schools of that early day, although for a short time he attended 
Dison (Illitlois) College. In  the meantime he assisted his father on the farm, 
and after permanently putting aside his text-books he remained on the old home- 
stead, bearing his part in the work of converting the tract into rich and productive 
fields. Following his father's death he became owner and manager of  the prop- 
erty which he continued to cultivate until his own denlise on the 15th o f  Septem- 
ber, 1go5, when he was sixty years of age. H e  was a progressive agriculturist, 
following modern methods of tilling the soil and caring for the crops, and in his 
cultivation of the fields he used the latest improved machines. H e  was a man of 
rather quiet and retiring disposition, yet his friends ever found him congenial 
and hospitable, extending a hearty welcome to all who passed his threshold. H e  
enjoyed nature in all its forms and life in the open fields under the blue sky and 
in the clear air was ever a source of joy to him. 

Mr. Schnebly was twice married. He  first married JIiss Jennie Chambers 
and they became the parents of five children, two of whom reached adult years, 
namely, Lucy C. and Alice W., I,ut the latter is now deceased. The mother 
passed away September 18, 1890, and Rlr. Schnebly afterward married 11er sis- 
ter. Miss Lucy Chambers, who still survives him as does his brother, Joseph 
Schnebly, of Peoria, and two sisters, Mrs. T. C. Rounds, of Chicago, and blrs. 
George Treadwell, of Albany, New York. 

Politically Mr. Schnebly was a republican, indorsing the principles of the 
party from the time age conferred upon him the right of franchise. H e  served 
as school trustee for  many years, and the cause of education ever found in him 
a stalwart champion. Shortly before his death he was elected supervisor of 
Peoria county, and in that position was proving capable and faithful. He  was 
also a trustee of the First Presbyterian church and one of its active and devoted 
members to the time of his death which occurred when he was sixty years of age. 
H e  had always been a resident of Peoria county, and was a witness of or  par- 
ticipant in many events which, to the majority, are merely matters o f  history. 

J O H N  CONRAD WOELFLE.  

Among the highly esteemed pioneer business men of Peoria who are now 
living retired nlust be numbered John Conrad Woelfle, who has resided here for 
fifty years, during forty of which he owned and successf~illy conducted a jelvelry 
store. H e  was born in Eaden, Germany, on the 16th of January. 1843, and is a 
son of John Jacob and Agnes (Kienzle) IVoelfle, likewise natives of Baden, 
where they passed away during the early childhood of our subject. 

Rcared in the land of his birth, after the completioil of his studies in the com- 
mon scl~ools, John Conrad Woelfle was apprenticed to the watchmaker's trade. 
which he followed in Germany until he was eighteen years of age. I n  the au- 
tumn of 1861, together with his sister, Anna Marie, he took passage for the 
United States to join his l>rother John J., who had emigrated to t h ~ s  country 
about three pears previously. Tohn J. Woelfle was then located at Peoria, but 
he subsequently removed to ~ e k i n ,  where he is now engaged in the jewelry busi- 
ness. Eeing unfalniliar ~vith the language and custon~s of the country, John Con- 
rad Woelfle followed various occupations after  coming to this country. Finally 
he took a position with his brother at Pekin as watchmaker. but he later entered 
the employ of John C. Wieting of Peoria. I t  was his ambition to have an estab- 
lishment of his own and with this thought in mind he practiced the most rigid 
economy until he had acculllulated the necessary capital. H e  achieved his deslre 
on the 1st of Decem1)er. 1871, when he resigned his position and engaged in 
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business for himself at 122 Adams street, this city. Owing to his limited means 
it was necessary for him to begin in a small way, but he used excellent judgment 
in investing his money, and when he thre,w open the doors of his little shop to 
the holiday trade, he had on display ail attractive assortment of silverware and 
jewelry. The Peoria of forty years ago bore little resemblance to the thriving 
populous city of today, and in the smaller community the excellent skill and 
workinanship that Mr. Woelfle had nlanifested during the years of his clerkship, 
had made him favorably known and enabled him in winning recognition with 
little difficulty and building up a trade. He remained at his original stand for 
thirty-two years and then removed to number 112 South Adarns street. Here 
he continued to engage in business until the 8th of May, 1911, when he sold his 
store to \Irelte Sr Wieting and retired from active business, having acquired 
during the long period of his connection with coinmercial activities sufficient 
means to warrant his retirement. When he sold out, his was the second oldest 
jewelry store in the city, the oldest being that of Jacob Faber. As he had but 
iiinited capital when he started out hIr. Woelfle had nlore or less of a struggle 
to get his business established, meeting with the obstacles and difficulties that 
confront practically every young man. However, he possessed the deternlination 
of purpose and optimism that enabled him to forge ahead until he was perma- 
nently established on a paying basis. The methods he pursued and his business 
policy together with his high standards of commercial integrity won for him the 
respect and cooperation of those with whom he had transactions and enabled 
h i n ~  not only to win customers but to retain them, so that many of the names 
appearing on his books when he retired had heen there for nlore than a quarter 
of a century. 

On the 1st of Xovember, 1885, Slr.  \\roelfle was united in marriage to Miss 
Amelia Hesler, a native of Peoria and a daughter of August Hesler, who was 
well known among the early settlers in Peoria and is now deceased. One 
daughter has been born to Mi-. and Nrs.  JVoelfle, Amelia, who is eighteen years 
of age and a junior in the Bradley Polytechnic. The family home is located at 
413 Xort11 Jefferson street, where they O ~ \ ~ I I  a very comfortable and pleasant 
residence. 

Both STr. and Mrs. Woelfle hold membership in the Lutheran c!lurch, and 
fraternally he is affiliated with the Renevolent Protective Order of Ellis, \vhile 
in politics he is a democrat. During the 1ong.period of his connection with the 
business interests of the city, Mr. Woelfle witnessed practically a transforma- 
tion in commercial methods owing to the advent of modern inventions and ap- 
pliances that have revolutionized trade conditions and placed the United States 
in the front rank among the nations of the world. A l t l ~ o u ~ h  he has always been 
loyal to the land of his birth, which he deeply admires, Mr. IVoelfle has never 
had occasion to regret coming to America. where he has achieved more than a 
moderate degree of success. 

E. E. HARDISG. 

E. E. Harding, a representative of the legal fraternity in Peoria, with offices 
at No. 107 South Adams street, has here practiced his profession continuously 
and successfully for almost three decades. His birth occurred in this city on the 
13th of January, 1858, his parents being John J. and Jane (Greenough) Hard- 
ing. In 1845 the father crossed the Atlantic from England to the United States, 
making his way direct to Peoria. H e  came here with less than a dollar in his 
pocket but by dint of unremitting industry and careful expenditure gradually 
augumented his financial resources and acquired over four hundred acres of 
valuable land in Peoria county. 111 politics hc was a stanch republican, loyally 
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supporting the men and measures of that party. He reared six sons, one of  
whom, Robert G., passed away and was buried in this county. All of the others, 
with the exception of our subject ar.e agriculturists by occupation. They are 
as follo~vs: John J., who acts as supervisor of Logan township; Henry W., who 
was formerly supervisor and now holds the office of assessor of Rosefield town- 
ship; William W., residing in Brimfield township, ~ 1 1 o  is engaged in the raising 
of Duroc Jersey hogs ; and Judson, who resides a t  Trivoli, near where is located 
the Texas cemetery, in which the family has a burial lot. 

E. E. Harding obtained his early education in a district school on one of his 
father's farms and remained under the parental roof until nineteen years o f  
age. He  then came to Peoria and attended the Peoria County Normal School 
until graduated from that institution in 1879 During the next three years he 
follo~ved the profession of teaching in this county, imparting clearly and readily 
to others the knowledge he had acquired. Subsequently he began reading law 
with Julius Star, former city attorney, and was admitted to the bar at the end 
of two years---on the 26th day of February, 1853. From that time to the present 
he has devoted his attention to the practice of law in Peoria and has 
enjoyed an enviable clientage. At  no time has his reading ever been confined 
to the limitations of the cluestion at issue. I t  has gone beyond and con~passed 
every contingency and provided not alone for the expected but for the unes- 
pected, which happens in the courts quite as frequently as out of them. Mr. 
Harding is also a prominent factor in business circles, acting as secretary of the 
IV. U. Hanford Company and the E. L. Stevens Company. 

On the 28th of Kovemher, 1883, at Trivoli, Mr. Harding was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Emina Linck, daughter of Jacob Linck, a pioneer settler of Peoria 
county. hIr. and Mrs. Harditlg have two daughters and a son, namely: Agnes, 
who is a graduate of the Whittier school and also has an excellent illusical edu- 
cation, is now soloist at the First Baptist church; Edith, a graduate of the Tri- 
voli high school; and Jacob Weston, a lad of seven. The family residence is a t  
S o .  323 Pennsylvania avenue, our subject owning the property. 

At the polls hfr .  Harding supports the Inen and measures of the rel~ublican 
party, believing that its princ~ples are most conducive to good government. For 
a period of four years, from 1893 to 1897, he held the offices of justice of the 
peace. Fraternally he is identified wit11 the Ilaccahees and the ilfoose, while 
in the line of his profession he is connected with the Peoria Ear Association. 
In the county where his entire life has been spent, he is xvell known as an ahle 
attorney, enterprising business man and public-spirited citizen. 

RUDOLPEI A. SCI-IIXPFF. 

I t  is appropriate that mention be made of Rudolph A. Schimpff anlong the 
German-American residents of Peoria, for through an estended period covering 
the greater part of his life he resided it1 this city and for 111any years was well 
known here as a leading grocer, in u-hich connection he developetl a business of 
extensive and gratifying proportio~ls that enabled hi111 to spend his later years 
in quiet retirement. H e  was horn March 13. 1836, in Landau, Eavai-ia, Germany, 
a son of Carl W. and Elizal~eth (Schinlpff) Schimpff, who, upon coming to 
Xnlerica in 1850. at once made their way into the interior of the country with 
Peoria as their destination. The father was one of the pioneer grocers of this 
city and ranked with the leading l~usiness Illen of that early day. 

Rudolph A. Schimpff began his education in the schools of his native land 
where he remained until fourteen years of age ~ v l ~ e n  he accompanied his parents 
on their im~nigration to the new wet-ld. FTe also pursued a course of study for 
a short time in the schools of Peoria, and a f t e r ~ ~ * a r d  became his father's assis- 
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tallt in the business, working for him until 1859. Desiring to enter upon an 
independent career he then opeiled a grocery store on his own account and con- 
tinued in that line of trade until a few years prior to his death. As time passed 
on he developed a business of large and growing importance. I n  all his trade 
dealings he was strictly reliable, never tak~ilg advantage of the necessity of  an- 
other, and his well selected line of goods and his earnest desire to please his 
patrons were features in his 'success. H e  was justly accounted one of the prom- 
inent and well kno~vn merchants of Peoria during the latter part of the nine- 
teenth century. 

On  the 8th of February, 1865, was celebrated the marriage of 11s. Schimpff 
and Miss Henrietta Haedicke, who Jvas born in IVoodford county, Illinois, on 
October I ,  1843. a daughter of -Adolph and Hanna (Erautigam) Haedicke, who 
were early settlers in this part of the state, coming from Germany to the new 
~vorld. Mr. and Mrs. Schimpff became the parents of four children, of \vhom 
Earnest G. and Harriet IV. are now deceased. Those still living are Louise, 
who n-as born October 4, 1868. and AAnna, born January 17. 1876, both yet a t  
home wit11 their mother. 11s. Schimpff was devoted to his family, spending 
his happiest hours at  his own fireside. 

11s. Schimpff's political inclorsen1ent 11-as given to the republican party, yet 
the honors and en~olun~ents of office had no attraction for him. H e  was a man 
of unfaltel-ing 11onor whose word was as good as his bond. He died August IS, 
1891, when fifty-five years of age. having for forty-one years been a resident 
of Peoria. I-Ie had n~itnessed the clevelopment of the city from a comparatively 
snlall toxvn to one of the nleti-opolitan cities of the middle west, and as the years 
passed on he cooperated to the extent of his opportunity in all that pertained 
to public progress and improvement. ;It the saine time he carefully conclucted 
his business interests. knowing his first duty was to his family for  who111 he pro- 
vided a comforta1)le living and at  his death left them a goodly competence. 

JAAIES 11. MORSE. 

Anlong tlle permanent business and proiessional nlen of Peoria is James 11. 
Morse, an extensive onner  of real estate, with offices a t  S o .  I o j  South Jefferson 
street, who has been operating here since 1884. 11s. Norse Ivas born in Peoria, 
Illinois, August 22, 1Sj4, a soil of Jollil H. and --llmira C. (Childs) Morse. The 
father, froill 18-1-4 to ~ S j j ,  n-as a well I~IIO\\.II je\\-eler in this city. H e  was born 
in Dedham, 1Iassachusetts. 1larch 13. 1823, and n-as reared and educated in 
the state of his nativity. His tastes ant1 inclinations n-ere to~vard  the jewe!ry 
i~usiness and he became a goldsnlith ~vhile yet a young man. Shortly after mas- 
tering the details or' his trade he nlarried at ]aclisonville, Illinois, May 3, 1847. 
Miss Almira Childs of II'est \\'oodstock, Connecticut. and ~ v i t h  his wife, came 
to Peoria on their 111-idal tour. They n-ere so much pleased with the then \vestern 
city that they decidetl to locate here ant1 remained residents of Peoria until 1873. 
when they moved to Evanston. Illinois, where l [ r .  Norse was made superinten- 
dent of Rose Hill cemetery, a position 11-hich he held until his death in 1897. 
Subsequently Mrs. 3Iorse returnetl to Peoria. where he is now maliing her home 
11-it11 the sul~ject of this review. She is non- eighty-three years of age, her birth 
having occurred in Connecticut in 1829. I-Ier husl~and, John H. 3Iorse. was also 
well I ~ ~ O W I I  in Peoria as an itlventor of unusual talent. I n  1858-ISGO he receix-erl 
f ro~l l  the governillent patents on many of the safe and vault locks of that day, 
sollle of ~vhich are still in use. In 1Sf2-1873, he patented the first "hollo~v-arm" 
t~vine  grain binder. 

Tanles ;\I. Morse uras reared in Peoria, attending the graded and high schools 
of ihe city until graduated therefrom. H e  the11 took up the reading of. law wit11 
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Major Wells, with whom he practiced until 1884, having been admitted to the bar 
in 1875. In 1884 he gave up the practice of his profession to enter the real estate 
business with John Comstock. This partnership was co~ltinued until the death of 
Mr. Coinstock in 1go5, whereupon Mr. Morse succeeded to the entire business. 
The real estate activities of the firm included practically the handling of their own 
properties, and since the death of his partner 3lr. Morse has handled not only 
his own affairs but also the former business interests of Mr. Comstock. I-Iis 
holdings and dealings in city property, which has always been his specialty, 
are extensive and varied. 

In 1875 Mr. Morse was united in marriage to Miss Agnes L. Armstrong, of 
Peoria, a daughter of Alexander Armstrong. Mr. l lorse is identified with the 
;\fasonic fraternity and is also a illember of the Creve Coeur and Peoria Country 
Clubs, being active and prominent in these organizations. As the entire life of 
Mr. AIorse has been passed in Peoria, he has by his geniality and many other 
good qualities attracted to hin~self a large number of business and social friends 
and not many Illen in the city are held in higher esteem. 

CLIFFORD U. COLLINS, M. D. 

The medical and surgical profession finds one of its most eminent and capable 
representatives in Dr. Clifford U. Collins, whose offices are located in the Jeffer- 
son building and who is now concentrating his energies entirely upon surgical 
work, in which connection he manifests superior skill as the result of wide study, 
thorough research and long experience. He  was born in Batavia, Ohio, Decem- 
ber 17, 1867, and is a son of John D. and Martha (Cox) Collins. His father was 
a native of Clinton county, Ohio, born September 17, 1838, and was a son of 
Samuel P. Collins, a native of New Hampshire, who wedded Nancy Dalton, who 
was also born in the old Granite state. Removing westward he settled in Clinton 
county, Ohio, in 1830, becoming one of the pioneer residents of that district, 
which was then a wild and undeveloped region in which the work of improvement 
had scarcely been begun. He  became the owner of a large farm and devoted the 
greater part of his life to its cultivation and improvement. The death of the 
grandfather occurred when he was sixty-nine years of age and his wife passed 
away at the age of forty-two years. The maternal grandfather'of Dr. Collins was 
Aaron Cox, who was born in Randolph county, North Carolina, June 6, 1800, and 
whose life record covered the intervening span of years to the 3d of February, 
1883. H e  wedded Mary Bailey, who was born in March, 1820, and died at the 
age of seventy-nine years. They were of the Quaker faith and were stanch advo- 
cates of the abolition cause. 

John D. Collins, the Doctor's father, acquired a good education while spend- 
ing his youthful days under the parental roof, and having arrived a t  years of 
nlaturity was married, on the 25th of September, 1859, to Miss Martha Cox, who 
was born in Auglaize county, Ohio, January 21, 1839. The young couple began 
their domestic life in Ohio but in 1862 John D. Collins put aside all personal and 
business considerations in order to prove his loyalty to the Union cause by active 
service at the front. The country was then engaged in Civil war and he felt that 
it needed the aid of all loyal citizens. In  1862, therefore, he enlisted, becoming a 
member of Company K, Seventy-Ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with which he 
served as a sharpshooter for three years. During that period he went with Sher- 
man on the celebrated march from Atlanta to the sea and when the war was over 
he was mustered out at Washington, D.. C. He  participated in the grand review 
in the capital which was the most celebrated military pageant ever seen in the 
western hemisphere, thousands of victorious Union soldiers marching down Penn- 
sylvania avenue over which was suspended a banner bearing the words "The only 
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debt which the country owes that she cannot pay is the debt which she owes to 
her soldiers." 

The war over, ,Mr. Collins returned to his home in Ohio, where he remained 
until 1873, when he removed wit11 his family to 'CTandalia, Illinois. H e  became 
a prominent factor of Fayette county, this state, acting as principal of the schools 
of I'andalia and also of Ramsey. H e  turned from professional life to commer- 
cial pursuits, however, in 1878, when he embarked in general merchandising at 
liandalia, where he successfully continued for many years. John Collins and his 
wife were people of sterling worth whose influence and labors were always given 
on the side of advancement, reform and improvement. They were especially 
active in support of the temperance cause, Mr. Collins voting for many years with 
the prohibition party of which he was an active worker, while his wife m7as very 
prominent in the Women's Christian Temperance Union. 

Dr. Clifford U. Collins was not yet six years of age when the family removed 
from Ohio to Vandalia, where he pursued his education until graduated from 
the high school of that city with the class r,f 1885. H e  then turned to the pro- 
fession of teaching as his initial experience in the business world, devoting five 
years to that work. H e  was first employed as teacher in the country schools but 
later became principal of the Vandalia schools. However, he regarded school 
teaching merely as a step toward other professional labor and with a desire to be- 
come an active member of the medical profession lle entered upon a course of 
study in the Marion Sims College of Medicine in that city. Following his grad- 
uation there in 1892 he practiced for two years in I'andalia and then removed to 
Averyville, Peoria county, on the 1st of April, 1893. Success attended him in his 
efforts at that place and won him a reputation which made him well known in 
Peoria. Seeking the broader field of labor offered by the city he came to Peoria in 
1904 and after continuing in general practice for a time he determined to devote 
his energies exclusively to surgical work, in which field of practice he displays 
marked skill and ability, having comprehensive knowledge of anatomy, the com- 
ponent parts of the human body and the onslaughts made upon it by disease. 
Cool and quiet in an emergency, he is well adapted for the difficult and arduous 
duties that continuously devolve upon the surgeon. 

On the 7th of January, 1890, in liandalia, Dr. Collins was united in marriage to 
Rliss Belle Henry and unto them has been born a daughter, Constance. Mrs. 
Collins is a daughter of Judge E. 147. Henry, who was born in Shelby county in 
1834 and for many years practiced law in lTandalia. His father, the Rev. Gush- 
ford Henry, who for an extended period resided in Shelbyville, Illinois, was one 
of the pioneer preachers. contrihuting to the moral progress and develop~nent of 
that district. His son. E. W. Henry, determined to devote his life to thi: practice 
of law and ultimately attained to high judicial honors in that conneztion. H e  
married Sarah Johnson, who was born in Pocahontas, Illinois, in 1842. 

Dr. and l l r s .  Collins are well known socially in Peoria and throughout the 
county where they have an extensive circle of warm friends. H e  is identified 
with several fraternal organizations including the Supreme Court of Honor, the 
l lodern  LtToodmen of America and the Roj~al Seighbors. In  strictly professional 
lines he is connected with the Peoria City 1Iedical Society, the Illinois State Med- 
ical Society. the American JIedical Association and the Western Surgical Xsso- 
ciation. Through the proceedings of these bodies he keeps in close touch with 
what is being done by eminent members of the profession and in his work em- 
ploys the most modern and scientific methods. There has been marvelous ad- 
vance in the practice of surgery in the past quarter of a century and Dr. Collins 
is thoroughly informed concerning the ~vork  of the most eminent members of 
the profession throughout the country. 

Althouqh Dr. Collins' professional duties are arduous. yet few physicians have 
their time better systematized. H e  has recently added to his activities by his elec- 
tion to the presidency of the Peoria Association of Commerce, a position which 
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he entered upon the resignation of Douglas H .  Eethard. On March 25th the 
directors of the association called a meeting to decide upon a successor to the 
office. A few hours before the meeting, Dr. Collills was informed that he had 
been selected as the dark horse candidate for the presidency. But instead of being 
the dark horse candidate, when the meeting was called to order, Dr. Collins was 
unanimously proclaimed head of the big association. This was a tribute to the 
acknowledged executive ability of the Doctor, and to the complete confidence 
which his fellow citizens repose in him. 

JOHN J. HARDING, JR. 

John J. Harding, Jr., 1v11o engages extensively in agricultural pursuits in 
Logan township, was born in Peoria on Xovember 28, 1851. He is the son of 
John J. and Jane (Greenough) Harding, both of whom are natives of Eng- 
land, the father born in Eratton Fleming, Devonshire, June 3, 1819, and the 
mother in Lancashire, July 11, 1830. The paternal grandparents, John and 
Mary (Gill) Harding, were also natives of England and resided there all their 
lives, the grandmother dying at  the age of ninety. John J. Harding, Sr., left 
England for  America on April 4, 1845, ianding at New York, and thence came 
to Chicago by the water route and from there with team and wagon to Peoria, 
where he arrived June 24. For some time he was employed as clerk in a com- 
mission house but in 1861 he moved to Logan township, settling on a tract of 
eighty acres on section 5. Later he removed to Rosefield township, where he 
purchased eighty acres on section 32 and to this afterward added one hundred 
and fifty acres on sections 30 and 31. He  was twice married, his first union 
being with Miss Sarah Tucker, whom he wedded in England, Rlarch 29, 1845, 
and who died in Peoria in September, 1847. His second union was with Miss 
Jane Greenough, who was a daughter of James and Jane (Pilltington) Green- 
ough, who came from England to America in 1842 and settled in Erimfield town- 
ship, Feoria county. To  John J. and Jane (Greenough) Harding were born 
six sons. The parents celebrated their golden wedding January g, 1901, and 
the father died just six days later, on the 15th of January, at the age of eighty- 
one years, while the mother passed away January 5, 1906. 

John J. Harding, Jr., was reared under the parental roof and when twenty- 
four years of age his father gave him forty acres of land which was then valued 
at sixty dollars an acre and is now worth one hundred and fifty dollars per acre. 
In 1891 he purchased another one hundred and twenty acres, for which he paid 
thirty-eight dollars per acre and which is now valued at ninety dollars per acre. 
He  engages extensively in raising grain and live stock. He  markets yearly from 
fifty to one hundred hogs, has sixteen head of horses and yearly raises from two 
to five colts and about ten head of cattle. H e  has fifty-five acres in corn, twenty- 
five acres in wheat, forty-five acres in oats and fifty acres in pasture land. He  
now sells his grain at Eden but when he first came to his present farm his near- 
est market was Peoria. 

In 1875 Mr. Harding was united in marriage to Rliss Ida A. Green, of Rose- 
field township, and they have become the parents of three sons and one daughter. 
The eldest son, Ira J., died in November, 1910. The daughter, Laura May, was 
born in 1578 and is a t  home. The second son, Walter E., was horn in 1881 and 
remained on the home farm until twenty-seven years of age, when he went to 
Hanna City, where he was employed as engineer for the Applegate & Lewis Coal 
Company until November, 1910, when he returned to the farm. In  1907 he 
married Miss Fay Scott and they have one child, Harley E. William C. Hard- 
ing, who completes the family, was born in 1883 and was married in 1907. We 
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engages in farming in Rosefield township, where he onTns one hundred and 
twenty acres of land. 

In politics Mr. Harding is a republican and he served as assessor of Logan 
township from I907 to 1911 and in April, 1911, was made township supervisor. 
He has been very successful and besides his farming interests is a member of the 
Farmers' Telephone Association and of the Farmers' Fire & Lightning Insur- 
ance Company. H e  and his family are all members of the Baptist church at 
Trivoli. Mr. Harding is a well kno~vn man throughout the community, has 
been very prosperous and is highly respected by all his acquaintances. 

EDIVARD WHITE. 

Edward White, president and manager of the _\mole Soap Company of 
Peoria, was born in Eurlington, Iowa, September 21, 1851. His parents were 
among the first settlers of that state, his father emigrating to Michigan territory, 
as Iowa was then callecl, in 1833, while the mother became a resident of that 
territory in 1835. At at1 early age Edward JVhite entered the employ of the 
Eurlington Hamkeye and by devoting all of his spare time to study and reading, 
became a writer as well as a practical printer. In 1874 he went to Chicago and 
soon afterward became one of the founders of the first literary magazine pub- 
lished west of the Alleghany mountains-The Sorthn-estern-its publishers be- 
ing the firm of Street, White & Gowen. In 1876 JIr .  \I7hite went to northwest- 
ern Xlissouri, where he engaged in the publication of a country newspaper, being 
thus connected with journalistic interests in 1\Iissouri and Kansas until 1884, 
when he returned to Chicago and pursued literary work for several years. In 
1892 he went to Xeiv York, where he remained for several years, doing editorial 
work on The Cankers Magazine, The Canking Law Journal. Leslie's Weekly, 
The S e w  York Commercial and other publications. In 1903 he established the 
Monetary Record of St. Louis ancl in 1907 fountled the industrial magazine, 
Industry, at Pittsburg. He  has edited and published several books on indus- 
trial and financial subjects and has written exhaustive commercial and financial 
reviews on all of the large cities of the United States. In ;\lay, 1911, he came 
to Peoria and engaged with the Amole Soap Company as financial manager. 
Shortly afterward the company became insolvent ancl Mr. IVhite was appointed 
receiver by Judge Humphrey of the United States district court. Two months 
later he was elected trustee by the creditors and ~vithin thirteen months after 
his appointment as receiver succeeded in liquidating every dollar of unsecured 
indebtedness through cash and stock payments to the creditors. Upon the re- 
organization of the Amole Soap Company he was made president and manager. 
This company was established in 1884 by i41)rahan~ Brayshaw, who was later 
succeeded as proprietor by his sons, B. \V., IT-.  IV. and C. IV. Erayshaw. 

Robert McCowan, ~ ~ h o  resides in Rosefield to~vnship and is actively engaged 
in general farming, was born in Canada, February 23, 1857. H e  is the son of 
Robert and Hannah (Blake) i\IcCo~van, who came from Canada in 1865 and 
located in Elmwood township where they resided the remainder of their lives, 
the father dying in 1873 at the age of forty-five and the mother in 1908 at  the 
age of sixty-six. In  their family were seven children, of whom Robert of this 
review is the eldest. Robert IlcCowan remained at home lirith his parents until 
he was twenty-one years of age at which time he began working as a farm hand 
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and was thus en~ployed until 1881. At that date he removed to Iowa where he 
rented and operated a farm of forty acres fo r  two years and then returned to 
Elmwood township and was again employed for two years as a farm hand. In 
1887 he removed to Kansas and remained in that state until 1890, when, return- 
ing to Illinois, he located in Peoria where he resided for ten years, during four 
of which he was employed on a United States mail wagon. In  1900 he re- 
moved to a farm of ninety acres near Oak Hill, and in 1903 he rented a two 
hundred acre farm at Harkers Corner where he resided for two years. In  1905 
he removed to the Johnson farm of two hundred acres and operated the same 
for four years. H e  purchased his present farm of eighty acres in 1911, and 
rents in addition an adjoining one hundred and thirty acres. H e  engages in 
raising corn, wheat, oats and hay, and also live stock, making a specialty of 
hogs, horses and cattle. On the 3d of February, 1880, Mr. McCowan was mar- 
ried to Miss Vilena Hutchinson, who is a daughter of Abraham and Sarah 
(McCoy) Hutchinson. T o  Mr. and Mrs. McCowan have been born four chil- 
dren : Mabel ; Stella, deceased ; Robert ; and Luella. 

In  politics Mr. McCowan is a stanch republican and socially he is identified 
with the Order of Maccabees. H e  is highly considerate of his neighbors, is 
greatly interested in the welfare of his community, and is known as a straight- 
forward energetic business man. 

FRANK J. SHIVELY. 

Among the native residents of Elmwood is Frank J. Shively, who is a suc- 
cessful contractor and builder. H e  was born October 6. 1871, the son of Wil- 
liam and Celia (Wilson) Shively, the former born in Greene county, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1847, and the latter in Wisconsin, in 1852. The maternal grand- 
parents, Hiram and Julia Wilson, were natives of the state of New York, who 
removed to Wisconsin and about 1860 came to Elmwood. The grandfather 
operated a dredging machine in the Illinois marshes for some time but during 
the later years of his life lived retired in Elmwood. The father, William Shively, 
was reared in his native state and when only a youth enlisted in a company of 
Pennsylvania cavalry and served for nearly four years. After the war he came 
to Peoria county, settling near Elmwood, where he worked for a time on a 
farm. H e  then married and moved to Elinwood and was engaged for several 
years in a paper mill, after which he took up the carpenter trade and followed 
it the rest of his life, dying in 1905. Both he and his wife were members of 
the Methodist church, and he was identified with the blue lodge o f  Masons and 
with the Grand Army of the Republic. I n  his family were five children, of 
whom Frank J., of this review, was the eldest. The others are:  Edith;  Edward, 
now living in Peoria; Harlan, who is working for the subject of this sketch and 
is familiarly known by the nickname of Joe;  and Verna. 

Frank J. Shively received his education in Elmwood and after putting aside 
his text-books was employed for four years in the grocery store of S. R. Henry 
and then for two years in the grocery store of Harry Patterson. Subsequently 
he learned the carpenter's trade and for the past eight years has been engaged 
in carpentering and contracting for himself. His patronage is constantly grow- 
ing and he now is conducting an extensive business. H e  formerly was a mem- 
ber of the firm of Shively & Lewis, owners of a five-acre farm upon which were 
raised thoroughbred Poland China hogs of the large type for breeding purposes. 
I n  1911 their hog known as Senior Yearling took the first prize at the state fair. 

On the 5th of July, 1899, Mr.  Shively was united in marriage to Miss Edna 
M. Lawrence, who was born in Elmwood township, August 3, 1873. and is a 
daughter of Erastus and Emma Lawrence, of whom mentlon is made on another 
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page of this work. Mr. and 'Trs. Shively have become the parents of four chil- 
dren, Doris, Roma, Ruth and Francis. I n  politics Mr. Shively is a republican 
and has served.as city alderman. Fraternally he is identified with the Knights 
of Pythias and with the Modern Woodmen of America. He is progressive and 
energetic in his contracting and building business and is meeting with excellent 
success. 

LEONARD D. JEFFRIES. 

The machinery of government in Peoria is in safe hands and capable men 
are on the whole filling the public offices and directing municipal business. In 
this connection Leonard D. Jeffries deserves mention. H e  is serving as city 
engineer, to which position he was called on the 13th of December, 1911, as the 
successor of Ross J. Canterbury, who resigned. H e  had previously had two 
years' experience as a draftsman in the city engineering department and his 
qualifications were such as to commend him for appointment to his present posi- 
tion, although he is yet a young man, only about twenty-six years ago. Peoria 
is glad and proud to thus honor her native sons whose capability entitles them 
to such distinction. Mr. Jeffries was born here November 29, 1886, and is a 
son of Joseph and Sarah (Woodson) Jeffries. His father is still a residetlt of 
this city and is one of the oldest boiler makers here. H e  was born in England 
but since early manhood has resided in the new world. 

Leonard D. Jeffries was reared in Peoria and attended the public schools, 
passing through consecutive grades until graduated from the Peoria high school 
with the class of 1904. H e  then started out to earn his own living and secured 
employment in a gun store, working as a gunsmith and locksmith, thus calling 
into play his natural mechanical ingenuity and developing his latent powers 
along that line. That he was ambitious and desired to prepare himself for ad- 
vancement is shown in the fact that while there he pursued a correspondence 
course in civil engineering and thus mastered the technical and scientific phases 
of the business, while practical experience came to him through a year's service 
in the sewer department of the city of Peoria, in which he was employed in 1908. 
In  the following year he entered the city engineering department, where he spent 
two years as a draftsman, becoming thoroughly acquainted with the duties which 
constitute the work of that department. Therefore, when Ross J. Canterbury 
resigned Mr. Jeffries was called to fill the vacancy and is giving excellent service 
in this connection. 

On the 30th of June, 1909, Mr. Jeffries was united in marriage to Miss Ione 
Ford, of this city. His religious faith is that of the Scientist church. H e  is 
widely known in the city where his entire life has been spent and his social and 
personal qualities have gained him popularity among many friends. The story 
of his life is the story of honest industry and thrift and he may he aptly termed 
a man of purpose. 

FREDERICK MICHEAL BGRBACH. 

Frederick Micheal Burbach, filling the office of  justice of the peace and well 
k ~ o w n  for thirty years as a representative of industrial interests in Peoria, was 
born in St. Louis, Missouri, August 19, 1866. His father, John George Bur- 
bach, was a native of Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, and married Christina Run- 
liel. They became the parents of three sons and two daughters. and the father 
provided for the support of his family by the manufacture of saddletrees. 
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Frederick hf. Burbach began his education in the public schools of his native 
city and in the mornings, evenings and on Saturdays he worked for his father. 
The necessity of his assisting in the manufacture of saddletrees made it impos- 
sible for him to attend high school. To that work he gave his attention until 
1882, when he entered upon an apprenticeship at the pattern maker's trade in 
St. Louis, 3~~issouri, with the firm of Kupferle Brothers. On the 27th of Febru- 
ary, 1900, he removed to Peoria, at the solicitation of the Erass Foundry & 
Heating Company, to make brass patterns and other goods for the Corning 
Distilling Company. He  continued in that position for three and a half years 
and then  vent to the Kinsey & hlahler Company as pattern maker. Later he 
was employed by the Eartholornew Autoinol~ile Company and spent altogether 
thirty years at the bench as a pattern maker and brass worker, his labors being 
of an important character and his position one of responsibility. When three 
decades had thus passed he was elected to the office of justice of the peace, in 
which he is now serving for his second year and his record in this connection 
is creditable, for his decisions are strictly fair and impartial, being based upon 
the law and the equity in the case. 

In 1887 Mr. Burbach mas married to Miss Lizzetta Shornhorst, ~vho nTas 
born in St. Louis. They have become the parents of two daughters, Lilly and 
Florence. The former is the wife of Ernest IVitherell and has one child, a 
daughter. 

Mr. Eurbach is prominent in hilasonic circles, holding membership in Peoria 
Lodge, No. IS, F. Sz A. R'I., of which he is a past ~vorshipful master; Peoria 
Chapter, No. 7, R. A. ill., of which he is no~v  high priest; and Peoria Council, 
No. 11, R. & S. M., of which he has been thrice illustrious master. He  also be- 
longs to Electa Chapter, 0 .  E. S., and to Peoria Camp, KO. 812, M. W. A., 
of which he is venerable consul. In politics he has always been a stalwart re- 
publican, active as a worker in the party. He does not go off on a tangent after 
new ideas and was elected justice of the peace as a reward for party service 
and in recognition of his efficiency as a citizen. He  is most loyal to the interests 
of Peoria and he led an annexation fight in the village of Mechanicsville in the 
one hundred thousand population campaign. Winning, he thereby added three 
thousand to the population of the city. In 1910 he was in charge of the cam- 
paign committee. He  has aiways been a close student of the science of govern- 
ment and he is now studying law-two things which are closely allied. 

FRED I-I. CAMP 

The name of Fred H. Camp is largely known throughout the country because 
of his extensive operations in realty, particulary in farm lands. The many large 
property transfers which he has negotiated indicate the day of small under- 
takings in real-estate dealings is past. H e  has bought and sold lands through- 
out the entire Mississippi valley and his sound judgment is manifest in his care- 
ful investments and his judicious sales. 

Mr. Camp claims Vermont as the state of his nativity, his birth having there 
'occurred on the 7th of June, 1849, Bennington being his natal city. His parents 
were Harvey and Lydia (Rounds) Camp. The father was for many years a well 
known farmer and land owner who met with substantial success in his business 
undertakings, and while he loaned thousands of dollars, such was his keen judg- 
ment that he never lost a cent in that manner. He  became one of the most ex- 
tensive property holders in Peoria county, owning a number of valuable farms 
in the western part of the county, north of Elmwood. Much of this property 
he bought at a low figure, paying for all of it only sixteen dollars and a half per 
acre. Gradually it increased in value owing to the rapid settlement of this part 
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of the state and also to the many improvements which he placed upon it. He  
sold none of his land for less than two hundred dollars per acre, and his last 
sale brought biln two hundred and sixty-two dollars and a half per acre. He 
died in 1897 at  the venerable age of eighty-six years, and his death then was the 
result of an accident, a fall breaking his neck, although he lived for three days 
after sustaining that injury. His widow still survives and is now eighty-six 
years of age. 

Fred H. Camp was a lad of only six years when the family left the New 
England states and came to Peoria, settling in this part of the state in 1855. 
Here he has since lived, and after attending the local schools he finished his 
education in Knox College at  Galesburg, from which he was graduated when 
twenty-two years of age. H e  then started out in the drug business which he 
followed for a year, after which he secured employment in connection with the 
commission and grain trade. A year later he removed to Brimfield, Illinois, 
where he erected a brick block and for five years conducted a grocery store. At 
the end of that time his stock was destroyed by fire and he returned to Peoria. 
H e  then accepted a position as bookkeeper with the Avery Planter Company, 
where he continued for five years at the end of ~vhich time he entered the employ 
of the Kingman Company, a firm which he represented on the road for several 
years, selling their plows and farm implements. H e  afterward made settlements 
for the company, collecting for them thousands of dollars. As the years passed 
his services became of more and more value to them and his income increased 
accordingly. Thus as his financial resources permitted he made investments in 
land, and for the last five years he has concentrated his energies upon his land 
dealings all over the United States. He  has handled property in almost every 
state in the Union. He  is now the proprietor of the Florida Land Company with 
offices in the German Fire Insurance building and he also handles farm lands 
on an extensive scale, not only in Peoria county but throughout Kansas, Texas, 
Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, North and South Dakota, Minnesota atid Indiana. It  
would be difficult to find one more thoroughly informed concerning land values, 
o r  whose jud,gment is sounder in relation to the possible rise or diminution in 
the same. 

In  1876 Mr. Camp was united in marriage to Miss Mary Cowles who was 
then a teacher in the school of Brimfield. She was born and reared in this 
county, a daughter of Lieutenant W. W. Cowles, \vlrho won his rank by service in 
the Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry in the Civil war. Both he and his wife \vho, 
in her maidenhood bore the name of Adelia \Voods. are still living at the age of 
Inore than eighty years, making their home wit11 their daughter, Mrs. Camp, in 
a pleasant and attractive home at 1005 Knosville avenue. 

I t  has been well said that "There is no royal road to wealth," but again and 
again there is found verification of the fact that the road of opportunity is open 
to all and that the rewards of  labor are sure and certain. Earnest, persistent 
effort, well defined purpose and intelligent direction of his investments have been 
the prominent features in the business career of h4r. Camp, making him one of 
the successful and widely kno~vn land dealers of Peoria and Illinois. 

PIT. A. Wasson, who is a prosperous and enterprising farmer of Rosefield 
township, was born in Stark county, February IS, 1869. He  mas the son of 
Jacob D. and Louisa (Eohanon) Wasson, the former born in Cayuga county, 
New York, December 3, 1843, and the latter in Peoria county, Illinois, March 
31, 1845. In 1868 the parents located in Stark county, where they purchased 
eighty acres of land and engaged in farming for ten years. In 1875 they removed 
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to Peoria county, where they resided on an excellent farm of two hundred and 
sixty acres until 1894 when they retired and moved to Elrnwood where they 
now reside. The father, Jacob D. Wasson, deserves special mention as an 
honored veteran of the Civil war, in which he was actively engaged and during 
the whole time of which he was never sick, wounded or taken prisoner. He 
was in many of the important battles, among wliich are Chickasaw Bluff, Xr- 
kansas Post, Magnolia Hills, Champion's Hill, Elacli River Bridge, the battle of 
Vicksburg, the siege of \riclisburg, the siege of Jacl~son, and the battles of 
Mansfield, Kane River, Marksville, Yellow Eayou, Fort Gaines, Fort Morgan, 
Spanish Fort, Elakely, and Whistler Station. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob D. \il~asson 
were the parents of three children, of whom 11. A., of this review, was the eld- 
est. The others are: Sarah E., who was born January 8, 1871, and is now the 
wife of C. A. Bartholomew, who is engaged in the auton~obile business in Elm- 
wood; and Esther C., who was born December 13, 1874, and is the wife of 
Henry B. Mack, who is engaged in the wholesale hardware business in New - - 
~ o r k *  city. 

M. A. Wasson was educated in the public schools of his native state and 
remained at home with his parents until ;s92, when he rented one hundred and 
sixty acres of land from his father and began farming for himself. In  1905 he 
purchased an adjoining eighty acres, making in all two hundred and forty acres 
in the farm which he now operates, and he engages in raising grain and live 
stock. He  is a very progressive and successful farmer and stock-raiser. 

On the 28th of January, 1892, Mr. Wasson was united in marriage to Miss 
Nellie S. Walchli, who is a daughter of Jacob and Catherine (Housier) Walchli, 
who reside in Hollis township, Peoria county. To Mr. and Mrs. Wasson have 
been born two children, one of whom died in infancy, the other being Max D. 
G., who was born December 30, 1897. Mr. Wasson is a republican in politics 
and has served as road commissioner. H e  is greatly interested in the cause of 
education and has been an efficient member of the school board for the past 
twelve years. Both he and his wife are members of the United Presbyterian 
church. He is an energetic, prosperous man and has a great number of friends 
in Peoria county, including many who have known him from his boyhood days. 

CHARLES L. DUNGAN. 

One of the highly enterprising and progressive citizens of Brimfield is Charles 
L. Dungan, president of the Exchange Bank and proprietor of the local lumber- 
yard. He  was born in the vicinity of the town where he now resides on the 
30th of September, 1862, and is a son of John M. Dungan, one of the pioneer 
settlers of Peoria county. The father is a native of Pennsylvania, whence he 
came to Illinois during the early days, locating on a farm in Brimfield town- 
ship. He  was a man of untiring energy, great sagacity and determination of 
purpose, and ultimately became one of the extensive property owners and pros- 
perous agriculturists of the county. In connection with farming he also en- 
gaged in the grain business, making a financial success of both and at the time of 
his death was one of the influential citizens of the township. The mother, whose 
maiden name was Miss Ellen A. Burt is still living at an advanced age and con- 
tinues to make her home in Brimfield. She is a native of Vermont but accom- 
panied her parents on their removal to Illinois during the early pioneer days 
and has ever since made her home in Peoria county. 

The education of Charles L. Dungan was pursued in the district schools until 
he was twelve years of age and continued in those of Brimfield until he was 
eighteen. After leaving high school he assisted his father on the farm for four 
years, thus acquiring a thorough, practical knowledge of agricultural methods 
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that has been of inestimable value to him all through life. In 1887 he became 
associated with his father in the grain business and three years later he extended 
the scope of his activities by buying an  interest in the lumberyard of which he 
is now the sole proprietor. His entire attention was devoted to these two 
activities until 1899, when he purchased a half interest in the Exchange Eank. 
This institution was founded in the early '80s by David Herrier, who later dis- 
posed of it to H.  0. Peters, who in turn sold it to Walter L. IViley. The latter 
took Mr. Dungan in partnership with him and they were associated tegether fo r  
seven years. In March, 1906, Mr. Dungan bought out his partner's interest and 
together with his mother, Mrs. Ellen A. Dungan, owns all of the stock. Two 
years prior to this, in 1904, Mr. Dungan sold his interest in the grain business 
and now is devoting practically his entire attention to his bank and lumberyard. 

I n  Peoria county on the 16th of March, 1887, Mr. Dungan was united in 
marriage to Miss Carrie M. Tucker, a daughter of Homer C. and Emily Tucker 
of Brimfield township. Homer C. Tucker came to this county from Buffalo, 
n'ew York, in 1845, locating on some land that had been purchased from the 
government by his father, who settled here in 1832. Mr. and Mrs. Tucker are 
now deceased. Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Dungan, as fol- 
lows: Alma, who was born on the 15th of May, 1895; Helen L., whose birth oc- 
curred on May 20, 1897; John, whose natal day was the 29th of Sovember, 
1899; Charles F., who was born on July 13, 1901 ; and Ruth, born on the 12th 
of January, 1905. 

The family affiliate with the local Protestant churches and Mr. Dungan votes 
the republican ticket. For six years he served on the board of supervisors for 
Brimfield township, and four years of that time he was chairmqn of the finance 
committee. H e  is one of the foremost citizens of the town, in the upbuilding 
and development of which both he and his father have been prominent factors, 
through their successful promotion of various enterprises that have added to 
the commercial activity of the community. H e  is a man who takes an en- 
thusiastic interest in every progressive public movement and champions every 
cause that he feels will advance the welfare of the municipality either morally, 
intellectually, socially or financially. 

OSCAR HEINRICH. 

For eleven years Oscar Heinrich has been connected with the county clerk's 
office in Peoria county, serving first as deputy while later he was elected to the 
office of county clerk and is now in his second term. He is accounted one of 
the leaders of the republican party and as an official his record is one which 
has brought to him high commendation owing to the prompt and faithful man- 
ner in which he has discharged the duties which have devolved upon him. 

Illinois claims Mr. Heinrich as one of her native sons, his birth having oc- 
curred in Peru, January 4, 1856. His parents were Julius and Henrietta Hein- 
rich, who became residents of LaSalle county in pioneer times. The father was 
for thirty-five years an attorney, justice of the peace and notary public o f  Peru, 
and was classed with its leading and influential citizens. 

I t  was in that town that Oscar Heinrich spent his boyhood days and in the 
public schools pursued his education although he has since learned many valu- 
able lessons in the school of experience. He  was early apprenticed to the mould- 
er's trade in an iron foundry and worked at that for many years, but always 
found clerical work congenial and at various times temporarily withdrew from 
active connection with his trade to occupy a clerkship in some office. In 1875 
he removed to Nebraska and spent two years upon a farm there. He  then re- 
moved to Illinois, and in 1877 became a resident of Peoria, here entering the 



80 HISTORY OF PEORI-1 COUNTY 

employ of Hart  & Hitchcock, foundrymen, and later working at his trade of 
moulder in several different foundries. H e  afterward served as shipping clerk 
at the starch works in Peoria for seven years and left that position to enter the 
employ of the Avery Planter Company, ~vitll 1~11om he remained for several 
years or until he entered the office of the county clerk as deputy. H e  is now 
county clerk, having been twice elected on the republican ticket, and on both 
occasions he led the ticket, a fact which indicates his personal popularity and 
the confidence and trust reposed in him. That  this trust has never been be- 
trayed in the slightest degree is manifest in the fact that he has twice been 
the choice of the public for the position, the duties of which he discharges in a 
most careful and systematic manner. His corps of assistants is efficient, hav- 
ing been carefully selected and he attempts to lminiinize time and labor in the 
discharge of the duties of the office. 

In 1879, in Peoria, R4r. Heinrich mas united in marriage to Miss Kate Trom- 
peter, of Peoria, and unto tllem have been born seven cl~ildren, namely: Oscar, 
Jr., Minnie, who is now the wife of Herbert Crowl; Annie, \vho married Robert 
koch ;  Frederick, who is deputy county clerk; Henrietta, Caroline and George. 

Fraternally Mr. Heinrich is a Mason and is also connected with the Modern 
Woodmen of America and the Knights of Maccabees. In the early '70s he 
joined the Rloulder's Union and is now one of its honorary members. His posi- 
tion in the lodges to \vhich he belongs is a creditable one o\ving to his fidelity 
to the principles and tenets which constitute the basic elements of those organi- 
zations. A cordial, genial manner wins hi111 friends wherever he goes, and he 
xvell merits the political honors which have come to hiin. 

ELMER &I. ECKARD, 3.1. D. 

Dr. Elmer M. Eckard, a practicing physician and surgeon of Peoria, maintain- 
ing his offices at No. 510 Main street, has been a prominent and successful repre- 
sentative of the medical profession here for the past sixteen years. His birth 
occurred in Mason county, Illinois, on the zd of Rlarch, 1872, his parents being 
\V. H. and Amelia Eckard. The father acted as station agent at Topeka, Illinois, 
where he also conducted business as a coal and grain merchant. At the present 
time he resides a t  San Jose, Texas, in a health resort. His wife passed away a t  
Topeka, Illinois, in 1906, and was buried in Pekin cemetery. 

Elmer M. Eckard obtained his early education at Jac1;sonville and was gradu- 
ated from Whipple Academy in 1892. Subsequently he spent three years as a 
student in Illinois College a t  Jacksonville and t l~en  entered Rush Medical College 
of Chicago, winning the degree of RI. D. in 1896. Peoria has since renlained the 
scene of his professional labors, and the success 1vllic11 has attended him is ample 
evidence of his skill and ability in the field of his chosen life work. At the 
end of the first year of his professional career he was appointed assistant super- 
intendent of the Alma Sanitarium at Alma, Michigan, and while serving in that 
capacity attended and was graduated from Alma College, which institution con- 
ferred upon him the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1898. He now acts as 
chief surgeon for the Toledo, Peoria & IVestern and the Chicago, Peoria & St. 
Louis Railroads. Through his membership in the Peoria County Medical Society, 
the Illinois State hledical Society and the Ainerican Medical Association he lteeps 
in close touch with the progress that is being continually made by the fraternity. 
H e  is a director of the American Association of Railway Surgeons, is a nlember 
of the staff of the Proctor Hospital in Peoria and holds the rank of lieutenant in 
the medical corps of the Illinois National Guard. and also holds a coinn~ission as 
Lieutenant of the U. S. Army Medical Reserve Corps. 

On the 20th of October, 1895, Dr. Eckartl was united in marriage to Miss 
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Agnes Lillian Dessot Sears, a daughter of Alexander Sears and a representative 
of an old Jacksonville family. The wedding ceremony was perfornled at Kenosha, 
IVisconsin. Dr. and Mrs. Eclcard have one son, Fredericli, who is attending 
school. The family residence, which the Doctor built in 1 ~ 5 ,  is a beautiful mod- 
ern home a t  Xo. 615 Indiana avenue. Our subject like~vise erected seven other - 
houses. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Dr. Eckard has supported 
the men and measures of the democratic party. From 190; until 1907 he served 
in the capacity of healtll commissioner. Fraternally he is identified \\:it11 the 
Masons, be1on$ng to the commandery and the shriiie. H e  is also an esteemed 
member of the Creve Coeur Club. His professional labor is regarded as of value 
by the general community and he enjoys the respect of his brethren of the illedical 
fraternity by reason of his strict conformity to a high standard of profesional 
ethics. 

David H. Alorton, \vho is a rising young physician and surgeon of Elm- 
wood, was born a t  Edgington, Rock lsland county, Illinois, Deceinber 19, ISSO. 
H e  is the son of Dr. Archibald J. AIorton, who formerly was a practicing phy- 
sician in this city. Dr. Archibald J. Norton was born in Scotland in 1855 and 
when six months old was brought by his parents to America, locating in Rock 
Island county. Later his parents removed to Colchester, where their son Archi- 
bald J. received his early education in the common schools. H e  then entered 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Chicago and was graduated from that 
institution in the class of 1889. Subsecluently he located for practice in IVil- 
liamsfield but after five years removed to Elmwood, where he purchased the 
interests of Dr. W. T.  Sloan and entered into partnership with Dr. J. D. C. 
Hoit. Unfortunately Dr. 14orton had practiced in this city only four years 
when he passed away, July I ,  1898. H e  x1as a man who was true in every rela- 
tion of life, faithful to every trust and devoted to his profession. H e  was a 
member of the American Medical Association and the Illinois State lledical 
Society, and fraternally he was identified wit11 the 31asons and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. His wife, Sidona (Holmes) Morton, the mother of 
our subject, was born in 1860 and now resides in Elm\vood. In their family 
were five children, four of whom are now living. 

Dr. David H. nilorton received his education in the public schools of Elm- 
wood, graduating from the high school a t  that place. H e  then entered the 
medical department of the State University of Illinois, which is the same insti- 
tution his father attended, and was graduated in the class of 1904. Subse- 
quently he located for practice in Elm\\-ood, entering into partnership with Dr. 
J. D. C. Hoit, who formerly was his father's partner. Dr. Hoit was one of the 
well known physicians in this section of the country. H e  practiced at Yates 
City for more than twenty-five years and in 1891 moved to Elinwood, where 
he entered into partnership with Dr. IV. T. Sloan and later was in partnership 
with the father of the subject of this sketch. H e  was an estremely successful 
practitioner and was for many years one of the most prominent physicians in 
this part of the country. H e  belonged to the county, state and national medical 
societies, and fraternally was Q R'lason, belonging to the Knights Templar, and 
was a Master Mason for about seven years. The partnership of Dr. David H. 
Morton with Dr. Hoit lasted only about two and one-half years and since then 
Dr. Morton 'has practiced alone. H e  has worked up an extensive practice, 
which includes not only Elmwood, but a radius of about twelve miles in the 
surrounding country. Fraternally he belongs to Arcanus Lodge, No. 103, 
I. 0. 0. F., and in politics he is an independent. 
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Although yet a young nlan in the medical world Dr. Morton by his labors, 
his high professional attainments and his sterling characteristics has gained the 
respect and confidence of all with who111 he has been associated in his profes- 
sional worli. 1-Ie is a busy and successful practitioner and is rapidly gaining a 
leading place anlong the physicians in this section of the country. 

ROEERT P. JACK. 

Robert P. Jack is a member of the well known and prominent law firm of 
Jack, Irvin, Jack & Miles, of Peoria, where he has practiced continuously since 
1898. I-Ie is con~paratively one of the younger members of the bar of this city 
and has made substantial progress which has brought him to a pronlinent posi- 
tion and placed his work on a par with that of many older representatives of 
the profession. 

Mr. Jack is one of Peoria's native sons, his birth having here occurred Sep- 
tember 30. 1872. His father is William Jack, a distinguisl~ed and proillinent 
citizen of Peoria. While spending his youthful days in his parents' home Robert 
P. Jack mastered the branches of learning taught in the public schools until 
graduated from the high school with the class of 1889. H e  then went east for 
his college course and entered Princeton University, which conferred upon him 
the Bachelor of Arts degree upon his graduation with the class of 1894. He 
took up the study of  law in the office and under the direction of the firm of 
Jack & Tichenor, of which his father was the senior partner, and after thorough 
preliminary reading was admitted to the bar in 1898. H e  has since followed 
his profession in Peoria and is engaged in general practice. In the fourteen 
years which have since elapsed he has done good work, carefully preparing and 
presenting his cases, his logical deductions indicating his thorough understand- 
ing of the points in controversy while his correct application of principle or  
precedent shows his comprehensive knowledge of the law. He is well known 
socially in this city and is now a member of the Creve Coeur Club and the Ivy 
Club, while of the Peoria Country Club he was formerly president. 

HALLER E. CHARLES. 

Haller E. Charles, deputy collector of internal revenue at Peoria, was born 
in Allegheny City, Pennsylvania, January 12, 1848, a son of John E. and Mar- 
garet (Oliver) Charles. H e  was a pupil in the public schools and the academy 
at Princeville, Illinois, and completed the work of the freshman and sophon~ore 
years in Hillsdale College of  Michigan. In early manhood he taught school in 
the vicinity of Princeville and later took up the study of law, being admitted to 
the bar upon examination in Peoria in 1871 and to the bar of Arkansas upon 
examination in 1875. While official duties now claim his time and attention, he 
is still a member of the legal profession in good standing and entitled to prac- 
tice in both Illinois and Arkansas. 

Mr. Charles' first active work in behalf of his country followed his enlist- 
ment as a soldier of the Civil war, on the 4th of January, 1864, when he still 
lacked a few days of being sixteen years of age. H e  joined Battery ,A of the 
Second Illinois Light Artillery and was continuously on active duty until dis- 
charged July 27, 1865. H e  again entered the active service of his country when 
appointed gauger in the internal revenue department at Peoria. Illinois, in 1878. 
Seven years were passed in that position and from 1890 until 1894 he was deputy 
United States marshal at Chicago. In 1898 he was appointed deputy ,collector 
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of internal revenue in Peoria and has since been thus identified with the fifth 
United States internal revenue district. H e  has made an excellent record in 
all public connections, being systematic and methodical in the discharge of his 
duties and loyal at all times to the trusts reposed in him. 

On the z ~ s t  of January, 1880, Air. Charles was married to Miss Margaret 
Raymond, a daughter of Charles Raymond. They now have one living child, 
Alice, born in'1881, and they lost a son, Raymond. who nras born in 1885 and 
died in 1906. Mr. Charles has held membership in the Grand Army of the 
Republic since its organization and was post commander of Bryner Post during 
1903. He is regarded by his friends as a steady, substantial citizen, ~ v h o  has 
served Peoria well in every capacity and in every position to which he has been 
called. 

EDWARD C. SPANGLER. 

Edward C. Spangler, who resides on his farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres on section thirty-six of Elmwood township, was born in that township in 
1853. His parents were Henry B. and Cynthia A. (Lamhead) Spangler, who 
came from Zanesville, Ohio, to Peoria county, Illinois, in 1848, and located on 
a farm in Elmwood township. In their family were four children of whom 
Edward C. of this review is the second in order of birth. 

Edward C. Spangler was reared under the parental roof, remaining at home 
until about twenty years of age, when he began working out as a farm hand in 
which occupation he was employed for about six years. H e  was on the plains 
of Texas and later Wyoming and then in Colorado, where he had some very in- 
teresting experiences in the hunting of buffalo. In 1577 he purchased eighty 
acres of improved land in Rosefield township and resided there for seventeen 
years, after which he rented his farm and was engaged for eight years in the 
real-estate business in Elmwood township. In 1894 he sold his farm of eighty 
acres and in 1895 his wife inherited one hundred and ninety-five acres which 
he also sold the same year, and then puchased a farm of two hundred and 
seven acres on section six of Logan township. In the spring of 1912 he sold 
that and bought his present farm, on which he engages in general farming. 

In 1883 Mr. Spangler wedded Miss Maggie M. Kershaw. They have four 
children: Eva M., the wife of Hayes Corbett, of Elmwood; Clarence H., at 
home; Harold L., who is in business at Bowen, Illinois; and Cecil V., who 
is working for I~is  brother in Bowen. Rlr. Spangler is a republican in politics 
and fraternally he is a member of the Court of Honor. H e  has been very 
successful in his farming interests and in all his business relations, and is one 
of the prosperous men of his township. 

ROSCOE J. MORGAN. 

A successful real estate man, well known in Oklahoma and Illinois, is Roscoe 
J. Morgan, secretary of the Mexican Agricultural Land Company, with offices 
at n'os. 16-19. Riayer building Peoria. Mr. Morgan has been prominently iden- 
tified with this company since its incorporation in 1904. H e  \\.as born in Gallia 
county, Ohio, Xovember 27, 1862, a son of Joseph A. and Kancy E. Morgan. 
The father during the earlier period of his business career followed agricultural 
pursuits but later in life became a miller. H e  was a volunteer in the Federal 
army during the Civil hvar, serving for about a year. He passed away in June, 
1590, at the age of fifty-five years. His wife is also deceased and both are buried 
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in a cemetery at Valley Falls, Kansas, where they had resided during the latter 
part of their lives. 

Roscoe J. Morgan was educated in the public schools of Ohio. At the age 
of fifteen years he put aside his text-books and, leaving the parental roof, went 
to Iowa, where for about t ~ v o  years he worked as a farm laborer. At the end of 
that period he settled in Kansas and while einployed at various occul>ations 
during the day, began studying telegraphy at night. Having beconle sufficiently 
proficient in the art of telegraphy to enable hinl to clualify for employment, he 
secured a position with the Santa Fe Railroad Company and for nineteen years 
was in the employ of that company. At the time of his retirement from railroad 
work he resigned his position as agent at Norman, Oklahoma, to engage in the 
real estate business. H e  mas very successful in this line of work and remained 
a resident of Norman until 1908, during ~vhich period he organized the Oklahon~a 
State Investment Company, wit11 headquarters in Norman, of which company he 
was president from the time of its organization until three years ago, when he 
came to Peoria. 

At TVichitz, Kansas, on December 20, 1884. Mr. Morgan was married to Miss 
Lucretia Snodgrass, a daughter of Mrs. Jane Snodgrass, and to this union three 
children have been born: Clanch, now the wife of H. P.  Allen, of the Allen- 
Wookey Land Company; Clarence, at home; and JIuriel, who is attending 
school. 

Mr. hlorgan is a member of the hlasonic order and is also affiliated with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, having been a meinher of the latter organi- 
zation for about twenty-five years. The important position which Mr. Morgan 
occupies in the company with which he is now connected has fallen into good 
hands and by tact and the experience which he has gained he is enabled to die- 
charge the duties devolving upon him with distinction to himself and satisfaction 
to his business associates. He has become wellt ltnown in real estate circles in 
the city of his adoption, where his opinions and judgment are given the most 
respectful consideration. --\side from his business duties he takes time to culti- 
vate the social side of life and in his fraternal connections he is a popular and 
valued member of the organizations to which he belongs. 

GEORGE W. IIICI-IELL, AI. D. 

Dr. George \V. Niche11 is a specialist in the treatment of mental and nervous 
diseases and is proprietor of a sanitarium located at No. 106 North Glen Oak 
avenue. He  has done important work and has not only followed the most ad- 
vanced methods as promulgated by others but has also evolved plans of practice 
which have proven eminently eeective in bringing about a return of normal con- 
ditions. He  has been located in Peoria since 1904, coming to this city two years 
after his graduation from Rus l  Medical College in Chicago. That period was 
spent in private and hospital practice in \Visconsin and Minnesota, after which 
he came to this city, with whose professional interests he has since been identified. 

Dr. Rlichell is a native of Gridley, 3lcLean county, Illinois. He  was born 
May 18, 1876, of the marriage of James 11. and Cynthia Ann (Stokes) Jlichell. 
The father erected the first house at Gridley, to which place he removed from 
Boston, AIassachusetts. H e  was horn in Queens county,' Ireland, and spent the 
first seventeen years of his life in that country, after which he bad adieu to friends 
and native land and sailed for America. He served as postmaster at Gridley for 
a quarter of a century and also engaged in general merchandising there through 
an extended period, figuring to the tlme of his death as one of the prominent and 
influential residents of that place. H e  was called to his final rest in 1891. 



HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 87 

Dr. Alichell was reared in Gridley and attended the public schools, passing 
through grade after grade until he bad completed the high school course with 
the class of 1897. His interest in the medical profession determined him to enter 
upon practice as a life ~vork  and with that end in view he became a student in 
Rush Medical College at Chicago: in which he completed his course in 1902. For 
a time he \\-as located in PI-ofessional work at Dewey Sanitarium at Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and in 1903 \vent fro111 there to the Lenont Mining and Railroad Hos- 
pital at Virginia, lIinnesota, and the follon-ing year became identified with the 
State Hospital for the Insane at Eartonville, this county, serving as chief of  its 
medical staff from 1904 until 1910. H e  entered upon active practice in Peoria 
in the foriller year and during the entire period of his residence here has con- 
centrated his energies and efforts upon the treatment of mental and nervous 
diseases. The profession has made rapid strides in this branch of practice and 
Dr. hiichell has kept ih close touch with the work. H e  believes in studying each 
individual case, learning what produces injurious and beneficial effects, and then 
safeguarding the patient from tlle former. brings to bear all that can promote the 
latter. In establishing and conducting his sanitarium at No. 106 North Glen Oak 
avenue, he is doing a most escellent work and in that institution have been ef- 
fected many cures. 

In December, 1910, Dr. IIichell was united in marriage to hliss Myrtle hfc- 
Kee, of Aledo, Illinois. They have an attractive home in Peoria, and like her 
husband, Mrs. Jiichell is rapidly winning friends here. Dr. llichell is a mem- 
ber of the hiasonic fraternity and his professional connections are with the Peoria 
City Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and the American Medi- 
cal Association. Those ~ 7 1 1 0  know him recognize his sterling worth as a man 
and citizen as well as a physician. H e  bases his labors upon the broadest scien- 
tific principles and holds to the highest standards in all of his professional duties. 

Success may awaken adnliration but kindness and geniality win the still 
warmer and higher tribute of friendship. Michael IIcAleenan possessed these 
qualities in large degree and at the same time had determination and energy, 
which enabled him to advance steadily in the business world until the prosperous 
owner of the Vulcan Iron JVorks bore little resemblance to the almost penniless 
young man who came from Ireland to America in 1854. H e  was born in County 
Down, Ireland, in 1831, a son of Patrick and Sarah McAleenan. H e  attended 
the schools of his native country and there learned the blacksmith's trade. In 
1854, however, he bade adieu to the Emerald isle and sailed for the United States, 
having heard favorable reports concerning the opportunities of the new world. 
H e  settled a t  Peoria and secured a position at the head of the blacksmithing de- 
partment of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad Company. Later he 
entered the employ of the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad Company in the 
same capacity but was not content with that business connection, as he wished 
to become interested in an enterprise of his onrn. In 1867, therefore, he became 
a partner in the foundry firm of Nicol, Burr & Company, with which he was as- 
sociated for ten years. On the e~pirat ion of that period he entered into partner- 
ship with Joseph Cody in the boiler making business and afterward he bought 
out his partner, conducting his plant as the Vulcan Iron Works. In this business 
he continued with gratify~ng success to the time of his death and for fifty years 
he was a notable figure on the commercial and industrial stage in Peoria. His 
was the industry that seemed never to tire. the enterprise that knew no bounds 
and the determination that never recognized fatigue. H e  worked on persistently 
day after day, his interests broadening in their scope, and year after year chron- 
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icled the fact that he was far in advance of the position to which he had attained 
the previous year. 

On the 22d of April, 1861, in Peoria, Mr. i\ilcL-lleenan was married to Miss 
Jane Smith, a daughter of Uernard and Mary (Conlan) Smith, who were natives 
of Ireland and in 1845 arrived in Peoria, which was then a con~paratively small 
town of little commercial and industrial importance. Her father engaged in 
the transfer business here and was well known at an early day. Mr. and Mrs. 
McAleenan became the parents of six children: William J., who is married and 
has two sons, Howard and Fred;  Margaret A.; Eugene; Charles; George R., 
who is married and has three children, Eugene, Jane and Edward; and Walter S. 
Mr. XIcAleenan was a member of the Builders' Exchange, gave his political al- 
legiance to the democratic party and his religious support to St. Patrick's church. 
H e  was liberal to a fault and as he prospered contributed generously of his means 
to the support of the church and to the aid of many charitable projects and in- 
stitutions. As a citizen he was public spirited, seeking ever the welfare and im- 
provement of city and county. H e  justly earned the proud American title of a 
self-made man, for he never heedlessly passed by any opportunity. H e  won his 
success at the cost of earnest, self-denying labor, but in the end found that the 
prize was worth the effort. H e  was accounted one of Peoria's inost prosperous 
and prominent citizens and merited as well the high reputation which he won 
for character and ability. 

The Peoria Daily Transcript in its editorial columns on September 12, 1890, 
said : "The sympathy of The Transcript is extended to the family of the late Mich- 
ael McAleenan. Peoria has lost a good citizen; the family a husband and father, 
who leaves the legacy of a good name. The writer has known him well, and sor- 
rows with those who have a better right. Mr. McAleenan7s career furnishes an 
example to American youth. He was literally a self-made man. H e  started in 
life with nothing but a good trade, but by hard work and perseverance had become 
proprietor of the iron works in this city. His habits of industry clung to him 
after he had built up his business, and he personally superintended even the minor 
details. He was a man who knew not what it was to be discouraged. In hard 
times, he only worked the harder. When his plant was destroyed by fire, he 
said nothing. but quietly went to work again, building larger and better. Such 
men as Mr. McAleenan are good men for any city or county. They are splendid 
specimens of the kind of men America turns out from her work-shops. They 
are an example to the young of what hard work can accomplish. Mr. Mc- 
Aleenan was somewhat abrupt and brusque in his manner, but a kinder heart 
never dwelt in human bosom. Wo one who was deserving ever asked a favor of 
him and was refused. For a positive man he leaves very few enemies, while his 
friends-warm friends who looked beneath the surface, are numbered by the 
hundred." 

JOSEPH A. MERCER. 

Joseph A. Mercer lived a life that in its good influences can be measured 
not-by time hut by eternity. I f  success is reckoned by worldly gains he was 
not a successful man for no fortune crowned his efforts. Some one has said: 
"Not the good that comes to us but the good that comes through us is the 
measure of our SUCC~SS, '~  and judged by this standard Joseph A. Mercer was a 
highly successful man. H e  ever held with Kant that:  "The object of education 
is to train each individual to reach the highest perfection possible for him," 
and it was this spirit which actuated him in all of his career as a teacher. The 
memory of such a man can nevcr die while living nlonuillents re~llain upon 
which were imprinted the touch of his noble soul. 
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Professor Mercer was born in Princeton, Illinois, Kovember 12, 1844, and 
after mastering the elementary branches of learning in the public schools of his 
native town he entered Dover Academy, six miles north of that place. He  
came of sturdy Scotch descent and was surrounded in his youth by some of 
Illinois' most renowned citizens, notably Owen Lovejoy and the Bryants. Reared 
amid such an environment it was but natural that the growing boy should be- 
come a strong lover of the right and an opponent of all that savored of evil 
or oppression. H e  was ambitious to acquire a college education and was qual- 
ified to enter college at the age of sixteen but limited financial resources made 
this step impossible. He then began teaching in the district schools, following 
the profession for two years, during which period he carefully saved his wages 
and thus opened the way for further study. iIIatriculating in the University 
of IIichigan, he remained at Ann Arbor until his funds were exhausted and he 
was again compelled to resort to teaching to replenish his depleted exchequer. 
Two years later he was again able to enter the university and this time he took 
with him to Ann Arbor his bride, Elizabeth (Kinsman) Mercer, a "woman of 
marked sweetness of character and purity of life," whose personality must surely 
have contributed largely to his successful career. Two more years at Ann 
Arbor con~pleted his course, at the end of which time he accepted the position 
of principal of schools at Sheffield, Illinois, thereby returning to his native county. 
For fifteen years he occupied that position and in 1882 was elected principal 
of the Lincoln school in Peoria. For twenty-seven years he continued as its 
head, resigning because of ill health in March, 1909. During that period he 
declined more remunerative positions, including the chair of Latin in the State 
University, preferring rather to remain where his home and friends were 
than to earn a higher salary in a strange environment. I t  would have meant 
much for him to have broken home ties for he loved his city and fellowmen 
to an unusual degree and they came to admire and love him as few men are 
loved. His ability and his upright life ever compelled the admiration of a con- 
stantly growing acquaintanceship. Men of affairs often deferred to his judg- 
ment, recognizing its soundness, for his opinions had their bases in wide infor- 
mation and in the habit of looking at things judicially. He did not have to 
ponder long over any situation to form an opinion because there was a reserve 
store of knowledge that had usually already acquainted him with the principles 
that were involved in a specific situation. His earnestness of speech carried 
conviction to his hearers and from early manhood he was accorded a position 
of leadership. One writing of him in this connection said: "Joseph Mercer 
was always a leader. At the university. president of his class and one of  seven 
chosen from one hundred to speak on Commencement Day: on the athletic 
field, at the head of his baseball team as catcher; in Sunday school, a successful 
teacher of the most advanced class for many years ; in the leading Congregational 
church of his city, a deacon for life, in recognition of his character and worth; 
in prayer meeting, an occupant of the front seat, most eloquent in speech and 
fervent in petition; in professional gatherings, an active, earnest worker and 
the recipient of numerous offices of trust and honor." 

No matter how strenuous were his duties nor how important the work that en- 
qaged his attention, Professor Mercer always felt that his chief interest was his 
home and family. The relation that there existed was largely an ideal one. Unto 
him and his wife were born two .daughters: Clara, who is the widow of Fred- 
erick R. Avery, of whom mention is made elsewhere in this work; and Mrs. 
Edith Rosbrook. Disease fastened itself upon Professor Mercer and though 
unable for several months to give more than a part of the day to his school 
work, the board of education and the public in general were loath to lose his 
services, preferring him as principal to anyone else. In the Lincoln school, of 
which he had charge for twenty-seven vears, he had the high respect and warm 
regard of teachers and pupils alike. The boys and girls felt that they had his 
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sympathy and that his interest in them was unfailing. His life and work were 
ever an inspiration to fellow members of his profession. For inany years he 
served as treasurer of the Central Illinois Teachers' Association and a t  one 
time acted as its president. For several terms he was a director of the State 
Pupils' Reading Circle. In  1903 he was vice president of the Illinois State 
Teachers' Association and in 1906 was its president. When the time for the 
convening of the meeting came ill health prevented his attendance. One of his 
friends said: "It was my privilege to be with him on the day the message of 
regret and sympathy came from the State Association, then in session at Spring- 
field, and I am sure it comforted and cheered him greatly to know his friends 
had given him a passing thought of kindness and love." I t  is not from the t 

few conspict~ous duties of life that the blessings chiefly coille which make the 
world better, sweeter, happier; but from the countless little nlinistries of the 
everydays; the little faithfulnesses that fill long years. So it was with the life of  
Professor Mercer, who day after day in the perfor~nailce of the duties of his 
profession sought to inspire and encourage others and to make the young realize 
what life is with its meaning and its opportunities. His career was indeed an 
inspiration to many and his work yet bears fruit in the lives of those who 
came under his influence. 

~VILLIiZ31 11. COOLEY, ;\I. D. 

Dr. \Villiam 11. Cooley is one of the most pronlinent among the younger 
physicians of Peoria. \;Vlzile he has practiced here only since IgOj, or  for  a 
period of about seven years, he has demonstrated his ability to cope with the in- 
tricate and complex problems which confront the physician and his professional 
labors have been attended with a gratifying measure of success when viewed 
from the health and the financial standpoints. Dr. Cooley is a native of Toulon, 
Stark county, Illinois, born March 2, 1879. His parents were Jonathan U. and 
Lucy (Parrish) Cooley, the former a shoe dealer who is now deceased, having 
passed away in 1892. H e  had for a number of years survived his wife, who 
died in 1884. 

I n  his native city William M. Cooley was reared and he supplemented his 
public-school education by a course of study in Toulon Academy. H e  then 
started out to make his own way in the world, securing a position in a hardware 
store, in which he remained for a year. Desirous, however, of entering the 
medical profession, he then matriculated in Korthwestern Medical College, 
of Chicago, in which he pursued a four years' course, being graduated there- 
from with the class of 1903. During his residence in that city he was interne 
a t  Michael Reese Hospital for two years and in his broad hospital experience 
and practice gained wide knowledge and skill which have proven of immense 
benefit to him in the conduct of his private practice in Peoria. On  coming to  
this city in 1905 he opened an office a t  426 hfain street and is now pleasantly 
located in the Jefferson building, in the conduct of a general practice. 

Dr. Cooley's home relations are attractive and pleasant. H e  was married in 
February, 1906, to Miss Ella V. Engstrom, of this city, and they now have two 
children. Elizabeth and William. Dr. Cooley and his wife have many friends 
here and the hospitality of a large number of the best homes is extended them. 

The Doctor is a thirty-second degree Mason and a member of the Mystic 
Shrine and has emany friends anlong the brethren of this order. He  possesses 
a social, genial nature, which er iears  him to those with whom he comes in con- 
tact but he never allows soc;al or outside interests to interfere with the faithfuI 
pcrformance of his professional duties. H e  is now scrvinq on the staff of the 

Deaconess Hospital and he belongs to the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illi- 
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nois State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. He served 
for three years on the board of censors of the first named and \vas chairman of 
the board in 1910. H e  believes in holding high the standards of the profession, 
realizing ftrlly how great are the obligations and responsibilities that devolve 
upon the medical practitioner. 

ROLASD L. RIIAHER. 

Iioland L. Alaher, president of The Peoria Engraving Company, has been 
identified with the business interests of Peoria for  the past twelve years. He 
was born in Louisville, Kentucliy, on the 18th of January, 1871, and is a so11 of 
Patrick and Ellen Maher, both of whom are noly deceased. The father was for 
many years a meat inspector in Louisville, and there he and the mother passed 
away and were laid to rest in a Catholic cemetery. 

The education of Roland L. SIa11er was acquired in the public schools of 
Louisville, which he attended until he \vas fourteen years of age. He then laid 
aside his text-books and became a wage earner, his first position being that of 
a nlessenger boy with the Western Union Telegraph Company. Two years later he 
withdrew from this and becanle an apprentice in an engraving establishment. 
After completing his period of service he followed this occupation at various 
places until 1900, and in January of that year he caine to Peoria to becoine iden- 
tified with The S. I;. Hallocli Company. He  was a nlost capable and efficient 
~vorkman and was subsequently made a partner in the business, and later when 
the company was incorporated under the name of The Peoria Engraving Com- 
pany, Mr. AIaher was made president. In this capacity he has manifested more 
than average executive ability and powers of organization, and under his capa- 
ble supervision and direction the company has developed in a most gratifying 
nlanner and is now one of the thriving and highly prosperous enterprises of the 
city. Einploy~nent is given to a large corps of skilled workmen ancl their receipts 
show a nlarked increase from year to year, ~vhich must largely be attributed to 
the intense diligence and systematic methods employed by Mr. Maher as chief 
executive of the company. 

Mr. Maher resides at So .  310 North street, while his office is in the factory 
at No. 107 Main street. where the company have been located since the ad of 
May, 1901. In matters of religious faith he is a Roman Catholic and in politics 
he is independent, giving his support to such men and measures as lie deems best 
qualified to subserve the highest interests of the majority. Mr. 3Saher is highly 
regarded in local business circles, as he possesses the qualities that command 
the respect the comnlercial fraternity generally and in his transactions he con- 
ducts himself in a manner that entitles him to the esteem and confidence of 
those with whom he has dealings. 

GEORGE W. PRINGLE. 

George W. Pringle is the Peoria manager for the Inter-state Independent 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, formerly known as the Sorth~vestern Tele- 
phone Company, with offices located at No. 12j  South Jefferson street. His 
birth occurred at Green Eay, Wisconsin, on the 10th of September, ISGI', and 
he is a son of Thomas IV. and Rose Pringle. The father, who has always been 
more .or less actively identified with agricultural pursuits, is a veteran of the 
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Civil war, having gone to the front as a private in the First Regiment of Illinois 
Light Artillery. H e  saw considerable active service, having participated in some 
of the notable conflicts of the war, and was incarcerated for a time in Libby 
prison. His health suffered from the hardships and privations incident to camp 
life and he was honorably discharged at the close of his period of enlistment 
with the rank of corporal. 

The boyhood and early youth of George bV. Pringle were passed on his 
father's farm in the cultivation of which he assisted until he was eighteen years 
of age. His education was acquired in the common schools of  Duck Creek, 
Brown county, Wisconsin, and after laying aside his text-books he entered the 
office of a local dentist, with the expectation of adopting this profession for his 
life vocation. He remained there for two years and was subsequently com- 
pelled to give up the work owing to the state of his health. For several years 
thereafter he \l7as employed at Battle Creek, Michigan, going from there to 
Minneapolis, where he entered the service of the Northwestern Telephone Com- 
pany. His next removal was to Detroit, Michigan, to assume the duties of line 
foreman with the Michigan Bell Telephone Company. He continued in their 
service for four years, and at the expiration of that time became line foreman 
with the Bell Telephone Company at Chicago. He subsequently was employed 
in the same capacity by the Chicago Telephone Company, after which he accepted 
the position he now holds. Mr. Pringle has proven very efficient and capable in 
his present position, discharging his duties in a manner highly satisfactory both 
to his employers and their patrons. 

At Glencoe, Illinois, on the 15th of September. 1901. Mr. Pringle was united 
in marriage to Miss Lena Micholson, a daughter of John Micholson, a retired 
farmer of  Al!egan, Michigan. One daughter has been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Pringle. Helen M., who is attending school. The family reside at No. 216% 
Fourth avenue. 

Mr. Pringle votes with the republican party, but he has never sought political 
preferment. He has been a resident of Peoria for eleven years and enjoys the 
regard of a large circle of acquaintances, many of whom are held in the more 
intimate hond of  friendship. 

\VILLJAh;I R. ALLISON, M. D. 

Dr. William R. Allison is a general practitioner of medicine of Peoria with 
office in the Observatory building. H e  has practiced here since 1892 and the 
vears have chronicled his continuous progress. Indeed advancement has been 
the watchword of his life. H e  is largely a self-educated as well as a self-made 
man and has depended upon his own resources and ability for the attainment 
of success. He is a highly intellectual man, of quick perceptions and sharp dis- 
crimination, of great eloquence, and always speaking to the point. His being 
possessed of a thorough classical and medical education in combination with 
his innate talents, explains also why he is a very successful practitioner. H e  
loves science for science's sake; is a hard student; and is enthusiastic in his 
efforts to cultivate and elevate the standard of the medical profession. H e  is 
also a public-spirited man, and has, by word and deed, done much for the benefit 
of our city. H e  is a gentleman of fixed principles-a man in the full sense 
of the word. 

Illinois claims Dr. Allison as a native son, his birth having occurred upon a 
farm in McDonough county, January 16. 1863. His parents are Andrew and 
Louisa (Russell) Allison, who were farming people of that section of the state. 
The son was reared on the old home place and his experieilces were those which 
usually fall to the farm lad who divides his time between the acquirement of 
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an education and the work incident to the development of the fields. He at- 
tended the rural schools and afterward became a student in Lincoln University, 
at Lincoln, Illinois. He was eighteen years of age when he left college and 
faced a situation which called fort11 all his latent energies, determination and 
ambition. I-le knew that he must depend upon his ow11 labor for advancement 
and he purchased a run-down creamery, which he operated for two years, placing 
the business upon a substantial basis. His close application. his unremitting in- 
dustry and his careful management enabled him to acquire in that time a capital 
sufficient to pay his expenses while pursuing a course in Rush lledical College 
of Chicago. H e  had resolved upon the practice of nledicine as a life work and 
for three years was a student in that institution, being graduated therefrom in 
1886. Imlnediately afterward, he located for practice at Good Hope, Illinois, 
where he resided for six years, or  until he came to Peoria in 1892. Twenty 
years have since come and gone and each year has seen hill1 at a higher point 
than he had reached the preceding year. He has been a close and discrinlinating 
student of his profession, has been most conscientious and faithful in the per- 
formance of his professional duties and at all times has held to a high ethical 
standard in his rvork. 

In 1887 occurred the marriage of Dr. Allison and 3Iiss Carrie Potter, of 
Macomb, Illinois, and they now have one child, Cora Belle. Extending his social 
and fraternal connections as the years have passed on. Dr. Allison has become 
a thirty-second degree Mason and a menlber of the lfystic Shrine. H e  belongs 
also to the Creve Coeur Club. H e  gives his political allegiance to no party, 
keeping at all tiines well informed 011 the questions and issues of the day, and 
supporting the men and measures which were in his judgment to the best in- 
terests of city, state and nation. H e  has held some local offices, representing the 
fourth ward on the board of aldermen, and he has served as con~missioner of 
health of the city of Peoria. 

As a man and a citizen, he has yet to be viewed from another standpoint. 
Of large and liberal views in all matters of business, full of enterprise and be- 
lieving much in push and perseverance, he can always lle found in the van of 
every movement looking toward the accomplishment of real and practical good. 
Of extensive acquaintance and very popular socially: charitable to an extent al- 
together disproportionate to his means; unostentatious in everything; one of 
the truest men to his friends that ever lived; still in the vigor and prime of a 
remarkably eventful life, the work before him to do and yet unaccomplished is 
immense, but to the fulfillment of his destiny he will carry in the future as in 
the past, the matured and strengthened elements and accessories of a character 
that ultimately is to triumph over all obstacles and survive to be made stronger 
and better. H e  is no partisan. Cultivated and intelligent, he rises to the dign~ty 
of true statesmanship; no narrow, or prejudicial or sectional opinions ever con- 
trol his conduct. He believes in our American nationality. and in his policies 
for  the development of the physical, moral and intellectual improvement of the 
country, he embraces the whole of it, and all its parts. 

Dr. Allison is an ex-president and was also at one time secretary of the 
Peoria City 14edical Society and he belongs to the Illinois State Medical Society 
and the American lledical Association. He is now serving on the staff of the 
Proctor Hospital and is its secre,tary. This connection indicates plainly his 
high standing among his professional brethren, as well as in the regard of the 
public. H e  certainly deserves much credit for what he has accoinplished. He 
bravely and resolutely met the difficulties and obstacles and overcame these by 
determined and resolute purpose. thus qualifying for the highest position in his 
profession and as a citizen, in both of which capacities he has made continuous 
advancement. 

Dr. iillison is still in the vigor of manhood, and it is hoped. will be spared 
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many years to witness the prosperity of the city he has already done so much 
for. His life record finds embodiment in the words of Pope: 

"Statesman, yet friend to truth; of soul sincere, 
In action faithful and in honor clear; 
Who broke no promise, served no private end; 
Who gained no title, and who lost no friend." 

Records show that early in the history of the ancient Egyptians, there were 
men of science-priests-who were professed medicine men and certainly their 
ar t  of embalming demonstrates that they were familiar wit11 methods unknown to 
us today. The East Indians believed in the virtue of certain amulets worn under 
direction of the priests. The Mosaic laws gave specific directions regarding med- 
icine and their being administered, but perhaps ihe first eminent name that has 
come down to us today as a synonym for matters medical, is that of the Greek 
god of medicine, Aesculapius, the son of Apollo and Coronis. Pythagoras, the 
famous Greek philosopher and mathematician, who lived from about 582-500 
E. C., is believed to have promulgated the study of anatomy, but the father of 
Greek medicine was Hippocrates, who lived from about 460-377 E. C. The 
greatest Roman physician was Galen, who was horn about A. D. 130. From the 
seventh to the tenth century, the Arabs began the study of medicine as a science, 
and then progressed no further, their greatest physician being Avicenna (Ibn 
Sina) surnan~ed the "Prince of Physicians," who lived about A. D. 1020. Later 
came upon the field Paracelsus. 1493-1 541, the German-Swiss physician and al- 
chemist, and Vesalius, 1514-1564, ;he Flemish anatomist and court physician to 
Charles V. and Philip II., but the discovery of the circulation of the blood by 
Harvey, 1578-1657, expounded in his chief work "Essay on the Motion of the 
Heart and the Blood," 1628, gave the first great impulse to medicine as a science. 

However, all of this research and study, while it prepared the way for the 
wonderful discoveries which came later, did little to enlighten the minds of the 
physicians as to the real causes and effects of disease. 

Dr. Sloan whose name heads this biographical record has devoted his life to 
this profession, and he has been deservedly crowned with its choicest rewards. 
T o  attain the success which he has reached, he has never resorted to extraneous 
means or  influences, or any of the arts by which popularity is sometimes pur- 
chased at the expense of science and of truth. He has risen simply by the same 
means which would have enabled any other person to have risen to his place, and 
without which no man, in any of the professions, but especially in that of medi- 
cine, can hope to achieve permanent distinction. There are heights to which 
even genius cannot soar, which can only be reached by patient, arduous, unre- 
mitting toil, unfaltering courage and inflexible determination to succeed. Dr. 
Sloan is a highly intellectual man, of quick perceptions and sharp discrimination. 
His being possessed of a thorough classical and medical education in combina- 
tion with his innate talents, explains also why he is a very successful practitioner. 
H e  loves science for science's sake; is a hard student, and is enthusiastic in his 
efforts to cultivate and elevate the standard of the medical profession. H e  is 
also a public-spirited man, and has by word and deed, done much for the benefit 
of our city. H e  is a gentleman and a man of fixed principles-a man in the full 
sense of the word. 

No general practitioner of Peoria is accorded a more extensive or important 
practice than is given Dr. W. T. Sloan, a fact at once indicative of his broad skill 
and ability and his unfaltering devotion to the duties of the profession. H e  has 
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practiced medicine in this city since 1894, and previously had twenty years' ex- 
perience as a general practitioner in Eln~wood, SO that he has been connected lvith 
the medical fraternity of Peoria county for thirty-seven years. 

He was born in Clarion county, Pennsylvania, Septenlber 28, 1849, and is the 
son of John J. Sloan. His boyhood and youth were spent upon his father's farm, 
where his experiences were those that tlsually fall to the lot of the farm lad who 
divides his time between the work of the school room, the pleasures of the play- 
ground and such tasks as are assigned by parental authority. After attending the 
country schools he engaged in teaching to some extent in his own county and later 
resumed his own education as a pupil in summer normal schools. He has always 
been a student of life's problenls as ~vell as of the literature of the different ages, 
and his knowledge has thus been continually augmented and broadened. H e  
took up the study of medicine in Bellevue Hospital Medical College at S e w  York 
city, from which he was graduated in the spring of 1874. His training was thor- 
ough and con~prehensive and well qualified him for the onerous and responsible 
duties which have since devolved upon him in general practice. Following his 
graduation, he came at once to Elmwood, Peoria county, and opened an office. 
The early cases ~vhich were given him proved him to be capable of solving the 
intricate problems that continually confront the physician and his practice steadily 
grew in volume and importance. For twenty years he continued at Elmwood and 
then removed to Peoria in 1894. His reputation had preceded him and he was 
not long in becoming well established in business here, having today the largest 
general practice in Peoria, his patronage coming from among the best fanlilies of 
the city. In addition to his general practice 11e is now serving on the staff of 
Proctor Hospital and he has also extended his connections to commercial inter- 
ests, becoming a director and the secretary of the illlaire-IVoodward Company, 
manufacturing chemists of this city. H e  belongs to several professional societies, 
whereby he keeps abreast with the onward march of professional progress, 'hold- 
ing memhersllip in the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois State .I$edical 
Society and the American Medical Association. Of the first named he was at one 
time president. 

In 1876 Dr. Sloan was united in marriage to Miss Bertha Vandervoort, of 
E l ~ ~ ~ w o o d ,  a daughter of J. A. Vandervoort, and they are the parents of three chil- 
dren, of whom two are living, John and Helen, the latter the wife of James C. 
JlcRae of Indianapolis. Their daughter Eleanor. the wife of S. 11. Russell, 
superintendent of the Toledo, Peoria & \Vestern Railroad, died in 1908. John 
is a graduate of the Law Department of the University of Boston and \iTas ad- 
mitted to the bar of Massachusetts. The fanlily is very prominent socially and 
theirs is one of the attractive homes of the city, justly celebrated for its warm- 
hearted hospitality. 

Dr. Sloan is well linown in Masonic connections. having taken various degrees 
in the York and Scottish Rites and is now a collsistory Mason and a member of 
Mohammed Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He is also a past eminent commander 
of the Knights Templar commandery, and in his life exemplifies the beneficent 
spirit of the craft. He belongs to the Peoria Country Club and is a prominent 
member of the Creve Coeur Club, of which he served on the building committee 
during the erection of its fine club house. His position as a citizen and in pro- 
fessional and social relations is a most enviable one, personal worth and acquired 
ability gaining for him well merited honor and esteem. 

I t  is an appreciable fact that no man is held in higher esteem or nearer and 
dearer to the hearts of those con~prisiilg the home circle than the family physi- 
cian, and no one is called upon to make greater sacrifices than the medical man. 
No one who is so conlpelled to put aside all personal pleasures and convenience 
than he. It  is also true of the family physician that many of his patients have 
paid him only in love and gratitude for he never stops to ask if his fee is forth- 
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coming, but visits the penniless as cheerfully as the millionaire. Such is the 
record of Dr. Sloan, who has practiced in Peoria county for nearly four decades. 

Upon many occasions Dr. Sloan was called in the dead of night to attend a 
patient who livetl many miles away. In  those days there were no auton~ol~iles, no 
electric cabs, and many of the roads were in a terrible condition. The physician 
was forced to trust to the instinct of his faithful horse and left matters blindly 
with him as the little sulky went swaying along in the midnight darkness. Often- 
times the good physician worn out with the worries and work of the day would be 
suffering froill nervous headache, his great heart torn over the sufferings of 
others who needed him so badlv. Once arrived at the home of the sick one. he 
not only was the family doctor: but the family friend, the fanlily confessor Bnd 
confidant, and oftentimes the family financier. The inodern physician who con- 
fines hiillself to an office practice has no coilception of the hardships of such a pro- 
fessional life as Dr. Sloan led, in the early days of his practice in Peoria county, 
nor does he experience the intense joy that falls to the lot of the old physician 
when he realized how dependent his people were LIIIOII his skill and cheering 
words. 

Sometimes his visits led him so fa r  fro111 home that he went on horesl~ack and 
would be awav from his own home and its conlforts for manv hours and even 
days a t  a time.' His family dreaded these trips, for he never s{ared himself, and 
would return exhausted from overworlc and long riding. His sympathy was so 
great that he always suffered with his patients, fully entering into their lives, and 
the strain told upon him both in mind and body. Few properly consider what 
toil, what a wealth of expense, zeal, watchfulness, knowledge and supreillacy of 
skill and talent was recjuired in those olden days. I t  took patience and persever- 
ance, backed by estimable character and homely virtues to bring the physician of 
half a century ago out of the difficulties with which he was beset. What modern 
physician, fresh from his school and hospital, imbued with all the latest theories 
regarding germology, fixed in his ideas regarding antiseptics, used to every con- 
venience and appliance could battle successfully against the odds that confronted 
this brave pioneer in the medical field? Dr. Sloan had no hospital to which to 
send his patient when he felt he had exhausted his sl\-ill. H e  had no knowledge 
of so manv recent discoveries to aid him. and vet he has seldom failed to save the 
life of a patient unless the disease was one no human power could arrest. 

T o  have lived as he, to have done what he did, to have accomplishecl so much 
of good and so little of evil, is to have worked out the great problem given all to 
solve, successfully and brilliantly, and no man can do more. 

H E R B E R T  T. LANDAUER. 

Among the well established attorneys a t  law in Peoria is Herbert T .  Land- 
auer, who has offices a t  601 Observatory building. having been engaged in gen- 
eral practice in this city since 1896. H e  was born in Canton. Illinois, May 15, 
1869, a son of Moses and Sarah Landauer. The father was engaged in the mer- 
cantile business for many years and the mother was a daughter of Squire 
Thomas i\l. Hamilton, who was one of the first white men to settle in Fulton 
county, Illinois. The  mother died in 1882 a t  the age of forty-eight years, being 
interred at the Greenwood cemetery, Canton. Illinois. The father is now resid- 
ing in Jersey City, Kew Jersey. 

The  public schools of Canton furnished Herbert T. Landauer with his prinlary 
education and he was graduated from the high school of that place in 1890. 
After his graduation from that institution he entered the University of hlich- 
igan, taking the law course, and after  one year was graduated with -honors, re- 
ceiving the degree of LL. B. Upon his return from Ann Arbor he practiced 
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law at Canton, Illinois, in partnership with Hon. 0. J. Goyer, when he renloved 
to Pine Bluff, Arkansas, for the practice of his profession, which he pursued a t  
that point for three years, after which he returned to Canton, remaining there 
for  a short time, later coming to Peoria with Meredith Walker, with whom he 
had formed a partnership while in Canton. This partnership was continued in 
this city for two years and was then dissolved, Mr. 1.andauer succeeding to the 
firm's business in Peoria. Since that time he has remained alone in the prac- 
tice of his profession which he has prosecuted with uniform success. H e  holds 
certificates entitling him to practice in Illinois, Xichigan, Arkansas and the 
United States courts. He  is a member of the Peoria County Ear Association 
and by constant reading keeps pace with the constantly changing legal enact- 
ments and supreme court decisions. His political allegiance is given to the re- 
publican party and he is a t  present chief inspector of the city streets and pave- 
ments under Sherman W. Eckley, conlnlissioner of public uiorks of the city of 
Peoria. During nearly the score of years ~vhich have marked the residence of 
Mr. Landauer in Peoria he has fornled a large acquaintance in this city and 
throughout the county and has built up a very satisfactory law practice. His 
clients are representatives of practically all classes and the attention which he 
gives to husiness entrusted to him and the success which he has before courts and 
juries give him an excellent standing in the con~nlunity where he is greatly 
respected. 

\VILLIXAI H E S R Y  EASTMAN. 

Throughout much of his life 'CVillian~ Henry Eastman \\-as connected with 
public office and the record which he made placed his name high on the list of 
those ~ 1 1 0  in positions of political preferment have conferred honor and dignity 
upon the con~munities which they represented. For fifty years he was a prom- 
inent and well known citizen of Peoria. 

I l e  was born in Kew York in 1831 and died in this city on the 20th of Janu- 
ary, 1902, being then about seventy-one years of age. His education was ac- 
quired in the schools of the Empire state and in 1851, when a young man o f  
twenty years, he came westward, establishing his home in Peoria. The follow- 
ing year he accepted a position as engineer on the first railroad that entered the 
city-the old Peoria & Oquawka road, lvhich is now a part of the Rock Island & 
Pacific Railroad system. He  followed that occupation for many years and finally 
removed to Yates City. where he invested his savings in a nlercantile enterprise, 
continuing as proprietor of that store for several years. 

In  1869, however. Mr. Eastman \vithdre\v fro111 independent business con- 
nections and entered the government service as a gauger, occupying that posi- 
tion for  nine years, o r  until 1878. The greater part o f  his life from that time 
on was spent in puhlic office. He  served as alderman of Peoria for one term, 
representing the first ward in 1891. In 1894 he was elected justice of the peace 
and continued in that position until 18c)cQ. H e  then retired from active life a t  
the age of sixty-seven vears, spendinq his remainine days in the enjoyment of 
well earned rest. I n  all public positions he was loyal. his duties were promptly 
performed and his faithfulness and integrity \\-ere ever beyond question. He  
was a well known advocate of republican principles, keut well informed on the 
questions and issues of the day and took a deep and helpful interest in every- 
thine pertaininq to the welfare of his city. 

Mr. Eastman was married twice. His first \\rife died in 1898 and the three 
children of that marriage have also ~ a s s e d  away. On  the 10th of October. 1899, 
occurred his marriage to 3ljss Lvdia Knupp, a dauqhter of Frederick and Ann 
ICnupp, who were natives of Switzerland and on coming to America settled in 
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Philadelphia. In 1570 they became residents of Peoria, where the father en- 
gaged in carpet manufacture. 

JIr.  Eastman was a great reader and had a well selected library. I i e  also 
loved inusic and travel and along those lines secured rest and recreation. I-Ie 
was a prominent Jlason, holding n~enil~ership in Illinois Lodge, F. & A, JI.; . 
Peoria Chapter, R. A. Rf .  ; Peoria Commander~r, K. T. ; Peoria Consistory, A. 
A. S. R.;  and Mahammed Temple of the hlystic Shrine. H e  was likewise a 
member of Electa Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star and extended his 
membership relations to the Knights of the Maccabees, belonging to Peoria Tent. 
His religious faith was that of the Methodist denomination, his metnbership be- 
ing in the Madison Avenue church. His life was ever honorable and upright. 
in harmony with his professions, and he endeavored to choose only that which is 
best in the development of character, which he recognized as the most highly 
prized possession that is given to man. 

L E W I S  I[. HINES. 

Lewis hf. Hines has since 1906 been numbered among the county ~fficials of 
Peoria county, filling the office of treasurer at the present time. H e  was previous 
to that time identified with agricultural interests and in both connections has 
made a creditable record. Peoria county numbers him among her native sons, his 
birth having occurred May 30, 1858. His father, John Hines, came from Coshoc- 
ton county, Ohio, to Illinois, in 1835, when a lad of ten years, making the trip in 
company with his father, John Hines, who settled in Richwood township, where 
he spent his remaining days, his time and energies being given to farming. To  
the same work his son and namesake turned his attention and for a long period 
was a representative of agricultural interests in Richwood township, where he 
carefully directed his labors and won a substantial measure of success in tilling 
the soil. H e  was a public-spirited citizen, active in support of all the measures 
and projects which he believed would prove beneficial to the comn~unity. In 
politics he was a stanch republican, never faltering in his supl~ort of the party, 
which he believed was most lilcely to conserve the Interests of good government. 
Wherever he was known he was held in high regard and a long and useful life 
brought him to an honored old age, which was terminated by death in 1903. He 
married Laura Corrington, a native of Ha~niltoil county, Ohio, a daughter of 
Washington Corrington, who was a farmer by occupation. Mrs. John Hines still 
survives, as do all of her nine children, namely : Lewis M. ; John B., who is living 
in Peoria county; &Iary E., who makes her home with her mother; Charles W., 
a resident of Peoria county, Illinois ; Walter Sherman, living in Peoria ; Gilbert 
B., who is located in Dunlap, Illinois; Mrs. Laura A. Sammis, of Chillicothe, Illi- 
nols; and Everett and Winfred, both of whom are residents of Richwood town- 
ship. 

The public schools afforded Lewis M. Hines the educational privileges which 
he enjoyed and which qualified him for responsible duties in later life. H e  
worked upon his father's farm when not busy with his text-books, continuing on 
the old homestead until twenty-one years of age, when he started out in life on 
his own account as a farmer of Richwood township. H e  was identified with gen- 
eral agricultural pursuits until he reached the age of forty-eight years but now 
leases his land to one of his sons. H e  became a prosperous agriculturist because 
his labors were practical and his industry unfaltering. H e  added to his plaize all 
modern improvements and equipments and as he prospered, increased his hold- 
ings until he was recognized as one of the substantial residents of his community. 

Mr. Hines has never neglected his duties of citizenship and at all tinles has 
contributed to public progress to the extent of his ability. For nine years he 
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served as school director in his to~vnship and was also school trustee for three 
years. The cause of education has ever found in him a warm friend, and he did 
all in his power to uphold the standard of the scl~ools. For two years he filled 
the office of supervisor and in 1906 he was made the candidate of his party for 
the office of sheriff, to which he was elected for a four years' term. He dis- 
charged the duties of that office fearlessly and faithfully and the excellent record 
which he made in that connection commanded for him further official honors, so 
that in 1910 he was elected county treasurer and is now the incumbent in that 
position. H e  is proving equally faithful as a custodian of the public funds, his 
record being at all times characterized by faithfulness and promptness in the 
discharge of his official duties. H e  has been an active supporter of the republican 
party since age conferred upon him the right of franchise and keeps well in- 
formed concerning the salient questions and issues of the day. 

In March, 1881, in Peoria county, Mr. Hines was united in marriage to Miss 
Laura A. Pierce of this county, a daughter of Hiram H.  and Harriet (Lockwood) 
Pierce, the latter a native of the state of New York. Her father belonged to one 
of the early families of this part of the state and for a long period was a repre- 
sentative of industrial interests, conducting a brick manufacturing plant. Unto 
Mr. and 'Mrs. Hines were born five children, of whom three are yet living, 
namely: Mrs. Eelle hfoore, of Peoria; W. C., residing in Richwood township; 
and Harrison, who is a resident farmer of Brimfield township. The parents are 
members of the Methodist church and Mr. Hines is a prominent Mason. H e  
belongs to the blue lodge and the chapter, has attained the Knight Templar degree 
in the commandery and the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite. In his life 
he exemplifies the beneficent spirit of the craft arid holds to the teachings con- 
cerning the universal brotherhood of mankind. H e  is at all times approachable 
and genial and wishes to be ranked by his genuine worth rather than by any false 
standards. 

HENRY MANSFIELD, JR. 

The identification of Henry Mansfield, now senior member of the law firm 
of Mansfield, Cowan & Boulware, with the legal fraternity of Peoria dates from 
1888. Mr. Mansfield was born in Peoria, March 4, 1864, the son of Henry and 
Isabelle F. Mansfield. The father came to Peoria in 1839 and was one of the 
first settles here. His business was that of a druggist and soon after settling in 
Peoria he formed a partnership with Dr. K. S. Tucker, which relationship was 
continued until shortly after the close of the Civil war, when the firm sold out 
and Mr. Mansfield invested a portion of his capital in real estate and also did a 
considerable loan business. After selling the drug store he confined his atten- 
tion to looking after his holdings, which under his wise management accumu- 
lated so that at the time of his death in 1893, when he attained the age of 
seventy-three years, he was in affluent circumstances. His remains were laid to 
rest in Springdale cemetery. The mother survives and occupies the old home- 
stead at the corner of Perry street and Hamilton boulevard, Peoria. The Mans- 
field family, which is of English extraction, was founded in the new world at a 
very early day and comprises eleven generations in America. 

In the public schools of Peoria Henry Mansfield secured his primary educa- 
tion, later entering the Virginia Military Institute at Lexington, Virginia, from 
which he was graduated in 1886. He  then became a student in the law de- 
partment of the University of Virginia, pursuing his studies in that institution 
for two years. In  1888 he was admitted to the bar by the supreme court of 
Illinois and immediately began the practice of his profession in Peoria. After 
a short time, however, he went to Lincoln. Nebraska, where he labored in his 
chosen profession for five years. In 1894 he returned to Peoria and has since 
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been continuously engaged in the practice of his profession in this city, where he 
is meeting with g r a t ~ f ~ i n g  success. In  January, 1910, Mr.  Mansfield entered 
into partnership with David J. Cowan, former state's attorney of Johnson county, 
and Jefferson R. Eoulware, former state representative from Peoria county, 
forming the law firm of Mansfield, Cowan & Eoulware. Mr. Mansfield is a 
member of the Peoria and the State Bar Associations, being active in his con- 
nection therewith. 

On  March 4, ~ g q ,  occurred the marriage of Mr. Mansfield to Miss Elizabeth 
J. Bruninga, a daughter of &fr. and Mrs. John Bruninga. Mr. R/lansfield gives 
his political adherence to the democratic party and he has taken an active in- 
terest in the promotion of those principles and policies for which democracy 
stands. In 1897 he was appointed assistant city attorney and held that position 
until December, 1901. In April of the succeeding year he was elected city attor- 
ney and satisfactorily filled that position for two years. H e  was appointed as 
special counsel 1)y the mayor and the city council of Peoria to cotlduct the litiga- 
tion pending at the time of his appointment between the city of Peoria and the 
Peoria Gas Light & Coke Company. As a result of this litigation the price of 
gas to consumers was reduced to ninety cents per thousand cubic feet. In  1906 
he was appointed corporation counsel of the city of Peoria, a position which he 
held for three years. 

J. 14. BELCK. 

J. AT. Belck, who has been practically a lifelong resident of Peoria, is now 
the president of The C. F. Adams Company, dealers in farm implements, seeds, 
automobiles, etc., at Nos. I 14-1 16-1 18 South Washington street. This enter- 
prise owes its development and prosperity in no small measure to the efforts 
of him who stands a t  its head, for Rlr. Celck is a farsighted, sagacious and pro- 
gressive business man, whose plans are carefully formulated and promptly ex- 
ecuted. 

H e  was born near h~Iansfield, Ohio, in 1851, a son of &!artin Eelck, a har- 
ness maker who came to Peoria with his family during the infancy of his son, 
J. Ril. Eelck. For many years the father was engaged in the harness-making 
business in Peoria in connection with H .  11. Frederick under the firm style of 
Frederick &. Company, this being one of the early business concerils of the city. 
The  father died about the time his son J. M. Belck attained his majority but the 
mother had passed away while he was a schoolboy. His education was ac- 
quired in the public schools and in the high school when it was located at the 
old state house square. H e  likewise attended Brown's Business College and 
thus became well equipped for the practical and responsible duties which have 
devolved upon him in his later years. 

His identification with his present business dates from 1886, at which time 
he secured the position of bookkeeper and clerlc with The George M. Moore 
Company. Later the business was reorganized under the name of the Peoria 
Implement Company, in which B. F. Adams became interested in 1894. The 
husiness, however, was conducted under the old style until 1907, when it was 
incorporated under the name of The B. F. Adams Company, with J. M. Delck 
as the president and manager. In the meantime he had continuously worked 
his way upward, acquainting himself with the various branches of the business, 
his powers growing through exercise. The business is conducted at No. 116- 
118 South Washington street. which is probahly the oldest stand for an imple- 
ment concern in Peoria. They occupy the entire building, which is three stories 
in height, has a frontage of thirty-four feet and a depth of one hundred and 
seventy-tn70 feet. 'They also occupy the entire t~vo-story building at 114 South 
Washington street, which is twenty-four by one hundred and seventy-two feet. 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUXTY 107 

They are extensive dealers in farm inlplenlents and yet their largest trade is in 
the jobbing of seeds. In that connection they have built up a business of mam- 
moth proportions and their output covers a wide territory. The business methods 
of the house are such as will bear the closest investigation and scrutiny, for at 
all times their interests have conformed to a high standard of commercial ethics. 

Mr. Eelck was married in 1884 to Miss Alice Couch at Camp Point, Indiana. 
The social phases of his life are further represented in his connection with the 
Masonic fraternity, in which he has talien the degrees of the lodge, chapter, 
council, commandery and the Rlystic Shrine. He  is in thorough sympathy 
with the purposes and teachings of the craft. Moreover, he is a melnber of 
the Peoria Association of Comnlerce and is interested in its various projects for 
the welfare of the city, its adornment, improvement and business development. 
Mr. Belck is a typical business man of the present day, alert, enterprising, prompt 
and notably reliable. He  early realized the truth of the old adage that "honesty 
is the best policy" and it has been through the enlploytnent of progressive, reli- 
able methods that he has gained the presidency of one of the important com- 
mercial concerns of the city. 

ROSS S. WALLACE. 

The popular and efficient manager of the Peoria Gas & Electric Company, 
with offices at KO. 316 Jefferson street, is Ross S. Wallace, who has filled that 
position with this company since I@. He caine to Peoria in 1900 and ob- 
tained the position of chief engineer for the concern of which he is now serving 
as general manager. His ability soon won him promotion and at the end of three 
years he was made department superintendent and later general superintendent. 
Mr. Wallace was born in Chatsworth, Illinois, December g, 1869, the so11 of 
Robert K. and Louise (Strawn) Wallace. The father is now a practicing at- 
torney at Pontiac, Illinois, where he has followed his profession for a number 
of years. He is a veteran of the Civil war, serving four years and retiring with 
the rank of captain. He has long been associated with the professional and 
political affairs of Livingston county, having for twenty years filled the position 
of county judge. The Wallace family came originally from the north of Ire- 
land, its first representatives emigrating to the new world in or about 17jo. 
They participated in the Revolutionary war and representatives of the family 
on the maternal side were identified with the "boys of '76." 

Ross S. Wallace received his preliminary education in the public and high 
schools of Pontiac and later entered the University of Illinois at Urbana, being 
graduated from the mechanical engineering department of that institution in 
1891 with the degree of B. S. After his graduation he gave his entire atten- 
tion to mechanical engineering and was employed at this work in various cities 
previous to settling in Peoria in 1900, when he becanle chief engineer of the 
Peoria Gas & Electric Con~pany, of which company he is now filling the posi- 
tions of second vice president and general manager. He  is also serving as vice 
president of the Citizens' Gas & Electric Company of Peliin, Illinois, and holds 
the same position with the Washington Light 5: Power Conlpany of lVashington, 
Illinois. He is a member of the American Society of 3lechanical Engineers, 
the American Institute of Electrical Engineers and the Sational Electric Light 
Association. 

On June r ,  1898, RIr. Wallace was married to Miss Jessie \Varing, a daugh- 
ter of E. S. and Helen Waring. Two daughters have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Wallace, Margaret and Helen, both of whom are attending the White 
school. In his political faith Mr. Wallace adheres to the principles of the re- 
publican party. H e  is a member of the Creve Coeur Club. the Peoria Country 
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Club and the I<ickapoo Golf Club. In  his religious associations he is a member 
of and deacon in the First Presbyterian church. The fanlily reside a t  No. 216 
Sort11 street and here their lnany friends are assured of a cordial ~reet ing.  
Possessing unusual ability, ,\Is. Wallace has by careful education, training and 
experience .acquireti a broad knowledge along electrical and engineerillg lines 
and is universally respected and admired for his ability and business capability. 

AERXHAXI P. COLVIN. 

Abraham P. Colvin, treasurer and cashier of the Peoria Gas 8r Electric Com- 
pany, with offices at 316 Jefferson street, has been with this concern since 1899 
in the capacity of cashier but since 1909 has also filled the office of  treasurer. 
H e  was born a t  hiaysville, Kentucky, Octol~er 29, 1856, a son of IVilliain and 
,\lastha &Ann (Crowell) Colvin. The Colvin faillily has been established in 
Xillerica for rnaily generations, the ancestrv being easily traced to colonial days. 
The father for inany years conducted a paint and decorating establishment at 
Alaysville, where nlost of his life was spent. I-Ie was a stanch supporter of the 
democratic party, although never becoming a politician in the office-seeking sense 
of the term. I-Iis death occurred in 1879, when he was fifty-three years of age. 
His  wife survived him for many years, passing away on the 28th of April, 191 I ,  at 
the age of eighty-three years, and 110th were buried a t  llaysville. 

-Abraham P. Colvin was reared and received his education in the city and 
state of  his nativity. Putting aside his text-books at the early age of thirteen, 
ho~vever, he went to work as a clerk in a book and stationery house at Mays- 
ville and with various firms handling the salne line coiltinued in that business 
until 1898. H e  first came to Peoria in 1882 and relnained a short time, re- 
tl~riling later to Kentucky. I n  1897 he settled permanently in this city since 
which time he has made this his home. Two years later, in 1899, he became 
connected with the Peoria Gas Sr Electric Company as its cashier, a position 
which he has since held. Owing to his ability and the tact shown in the hand- 
ling of his official duties he was ten years later given the additional responsi- 
bility of treasurer of  the company, retaining also the cashiership which he had 
so long held. 

Mr. Colvin was married, in Peoria, September 18, 1895, to Miss Anna Rulon, 
a daughter 0.1 Mr. and Mrs. Peter Rulon, and they reside at 478 Korth Park- 
side Drive in a beautiful modern honle which he erected in 1909. The business 
career of Mr. Colvin has been distinguished from the beginning by those es- 
sential traits of integrity, strict attendance to business and ambition, without 
which no young man makes a success in life or  rises in the esteem and respect 
of his fellows. In the responsible positions which he has held he has by his 
efficiency made himself almost indispensable and a t  the same time has extended 
his accluaintance in business and social circles until he is now well known 
throughout the city where he has the confidence and respect of all who know him. 

FREDERICK A. LAMMERS. 

.Altl~ough many years have passed since Frederick A. Lanlnlers was called 
to his final rest, he is yet ren~enlbered as a progressive, prominent business inan 

. of Peoria and one whose labors contributed to the material developnlent of the 
city. H e  was here born in 1853, his parents being Henry and Sophia Lam- 
mcrs, who had come to Pcoria the previous year fro111 I-Ianover, Gennany, and 
resided in this city until called to their final rest. Their son Frederick A. Lam- 



mers pursued his early education in St. Joseph's school of Peoria and afterward 
attended Cole's Business College and the Pio Sono College at 1\1ilwaukee, \iris- 
consin. For an extended period he was connected with the grocery business, 
becoming the leading grocer in the southern part of Peoria. He conducted his 
store in the building at the corner of Cedar and Xdams streets, which had been 
built by his father, Henry Lammers. H e  carried a large and well selected line 
of staple and fancy groceries and his straightfor~vard business methods, his 
reasonable prices and his earnest desire to please his patrons secured to him a 
very gratifying trade, from which he annually derived a good profit. About 
two years prior to his death he sold his grocery business to his brother Henry 
and turned his attention to the furniture trade, establishing the store which is 
now conducted under the name of the Banner Furniture Company at S o .  1411 
South Adams street. Sound judgment g~zided his activities and his energy en- 
abled him to overcome all the difficulties and obstacles in his path. He met 
competition by straightforward methods and nlade for himself a tllost creclit- 
able naille in business circles. Aside from his mercantile interests he was a 
stockholder in the German Fire Insurance Colnpany of Peoria. 

In St. Joseph's German Catholic church of Peoria Mr. Lanlmers \\.as mar- 
ried to Miss Elizal~eth 11. Rubel. of Chillicotl~e. Ohio, and unto them were horn 
three daughters, Lillian 17era, hIartha I-Ienrietta and Maria Sophia, all yet liv- 
ing at home with their mother at S o .  1029 North Madison avenue. In his 
political views J f r .  Lammers was a democrat and labored earnestly and effect- 
ively for the xvelfare and growth of his party. In _April, 1587, he was elected 
township assessor for Peoria to\vnship hut had little desire for puhlic office, 
preferring to concentrate his energies upon his business interests. Something 
of  the nature of his recreation is indicated in the fact that he was a nlenlber of 
the Peoria Gun Club and the Peoria Rifle Club. H e  held membership in St. 
Joseph's German Catholic church and he belonged to St. Joseph's Benevolent 
Society and the Knights of St. George. There are no unusual or spectacular 
features in his life record but it is none the less valuable and none the less 
essential, for his history contains many lessons that may well be learned by 
those who seek to win honorable success and who never neglect duty but find 
in each day's tasks the courage and inspiration for the labors of the succeeding 
day. 

JOHN C. RAlIBO. 

John C. Rambo is the secretary of the Commercial Travelers' Loan and 
Homestead Association, with which he has been connected contiiluously since 
November, 1894, serving for fourteen years as its secretary. H e  came to this 
city in the previous July and has maintained a place among the prominent rep- 
resentatives of financial and business interests here, proving his worth in every 
connection and manifesting his ability in carefully formulated plans for the 
growth of the business of which he is a leading executive officer. 

Mr. Rambo was born upon a farm near Keokuk, Iowa, October 7, 1868, and is 
the son of H. C. and Isabel Rambo, who were agriculturists of that part of the 
state. The son early became familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil 
and caring for the, crops. H e  worked in the fields during the summer months 
and when educational opportunities offered, attended the country schools and 
finally became a high-school student at Farmington, Iowa. Later he attended 
the Baptist College at Pella, Iowa, and in his broad and liberal education laid the 
foundation for his later success. H e  also pursued a course in Pierce's Business 
College in Keokuk, Iowa, and for a time was a teacher in that institution. H e  
then taught in a business college in Fairfield. Iowa, and became acquainted with 
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the methods pursued in banking circles while acting as cashier and bookkeeper 
in a bank in Farmington, Iowa. O n  leaving that position he came to Peoria, 
where he arrived in July, 1894, and in the following November he entered upon 
his present connection with the Con~mercial Travelers' Loan and Homestead 
Association. His efforts have been a feature in the continued growth and pros- 
perity of the business. On the 30th of June, 1911, the forty-hfth semi-annual 
statement of the association was issued, indicating the continuous growth and 
substantial condition of the association a t  the present time. Its assets on the 
1st of July, 1900, were one hundred and seventy-one thousand, six hundred and 
thirty-two dollars, and on the 1st of  July, 1911, were four hundred and ninety 
thousand, one hundred and eighty-seven dollars. 

In 1892 Mr. Rambo was united in marriage to Miss Matie Eddy, of Farm- 
ington, Iowa. They have gained many friends during the period of their res- 
idence in Peoria and are widely and favorably known. They hold membership 
in the First Baptist church and in its work and kindred interests take an active 
and helpful part. Mr. Rambo is the president of the Peoria County Sunday 
School Association, is superintendent of the Olive Street Mission Sunday School 
and is a trustee of the First Baptist church. While he has closely confined his 
efforts and attention to business, he has never allowed this to preclude his active 
participation in efforts for the moral uplift of the race and his work in behalf 
of the church and Sunday School has been effective, beneficial and far reaching. 

EDWARD \Y. EURDICK. 

Among the men whose business activities have contributed to public progress 
as well as to individual prosperity, Edward W. Burdick was numbered. H e  lived 
a quiet, uneventful life if judged by some standards, and yet his years were 
fraught with usefulness, and his labors resulted largely for the benefit of others. 
His friends, therefore-and they were many-came to regard him as one of the 
leading residents of his community, and rejoiced in the success which enabled him 
in his later years to live retired in the enjoyment of the fruits of his former toil. 
H e  was born on the 16th of January, 1826, and was therefore seventy-eight years 
of age when he passed away November I I ,  1904. His birthplace was in Allegany 
county, New York, and his parents were Jabez and Abigail (Millard) Burdick, 
both of whom were natives of Berlin, Rensselaer county, New York. Upon the 
father's farm the boy was reared. H e  early became acquainted wit11 the best 
method of tilling the soil and caring for the crops, and when not busy with the 
'work of the fields he attended the district school. After attaining his majority he 
came west, settling first in Farmington, Fulton county, Illinois. There he became 
identified with agricultural pursuits, tilling the soil in that locality until 1862 when 
he sold his property there and removed to Peoria county, settling in Akron town- 
ship. There he successfully followed farming for many years, converting his 
land into rich and productive fields from which he annually gathered rich and 
abundant harvests. His methods were of a most practical character that were 
based upon modern scientific principles. Moreover, he owned a third interest in 
the west Hallock Cheese Factory, one of the largest concerns of the kind in this 
part of the country, its extensive output annually returning to its owners a very 
substantial and gratifying income. As the years passed and success rewarded his 
labors Mr. Burdick felt he was justified in putting aside the more active duties of 
life, and during his last years lived retired, his financial resources being sufficient 
to supply him with all the comforts and many of the luxuries of life. In  earlier 
years he had practiced frugality and economy, and his careful expeditures and 
judicious investments constituted the foundation upon which his fortunes were 
built. 
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At I;armington, on the 12th of April, 1852, Mr. Burdick was married to Miss 
Elizabeth Saunders, a native of Berlin, Kew York, who died on the 29th of Janu- 
ary, 1882. Mr. Burdick was again married on the 29th of Kovember, 1888, his 
second union being with Mrs. Ophelia Partridge, a daughter of Reuben and 
Delight (Palmer) Brown, and the widow of Albert Partridge who died Sovember 
4, 1882. Her  parents were natives of Rhode Island, and upon removing west- 
ward settled first in Illinois but afterward went to LiTisconsin. l l r s .  Eurdick was 
the third in a family of four children and was born in Ellisburg, S e w  
March 18, 1828. Although she is now eighty-four years of age she enjoys re- 
markably good health and is splendidly preserved both physically and mentally. 
She is a member of the Seventh Day Baptist church to which Mr. Eurdick also 
made them reach out a helping hand to those in need of a parental roof and 
lives. They never had any children of their own, but their kindness of heart 
made them reach out a helping hand to those in need of a parental roof and 
protection. They reared five children to whom they gave their name, these being 
Joseph, Charles, Dorcus E., Lillie J., and Cora -4. Burdick. Dorcus became the 
wife of IVilliam Eavington, who is now deceased. They had one child, Betsy 
Eavington. Cora A. became the wife of Frank Rotterman and died leaving one 
child, Francis Rotterman. By her first marriage Mrs. Eurdick had four children, 
but the eldest, James H., and the youngest, Mary, are now deceased. Harvey E. 
Partridge is married and has two children, 'IVilliam and Ida, the latter being the 
wife of Jesse Scholes and the mother of one child, Ida Scholes. Charles A. Part- 
ridge is married and has three children, Albert, Robert and Eugene. Mrs. Cur- 
dick also has two great-grandchildren, Ruth and Lulu Partridge. 

In his political views Mr. Eurdick was ever an earnest republican, stanchly 
advocating the principles of the party, although he did not seek the retvarcls of 
office. H e  was always actively interested in the welfare of his con~munity and 
no other man of the comnlunity did more in developing the county. For more 
than forty years he resided in Peoria county and gained for himself an enviable 
reputation as an agriculturist and as a citizen. I t  has been said, "Sot  the good 
that comes to us but the good that comes to the world through us is the measure 
of our success," and judged in this way Mr. Burclick \\-as a most successful man. 
Giving homes to five orphan children would alone entitle him to distinction as 
one of the world's benefactors. In other ways too he lived out a life of useful- 
ness and his good deeds will long be remembered and cause his memory to be 
honoretl. 

S E I V T O S  MEREDITH 1-01-E. 

In presenting to the public the representative men of the city of Peoria, and 
the state of Illinois, who have by a superior force of character and energy to- 
gether with a combination of ripe qualities of ability and excellency, made 
themselves conspicuous and commanding in private and public life, we have 
no example more fit to present, and one more worthy a place in this volume 
than Newton Meredith Love. Not only does he rise above the standard of his 
Iine of business, but he also possesses in a high degree the excellences of human 
nature that make men worthy of regard among their fellows. He is a high- 
minded and liberal business man; one who is keenly alive to all the varying re- 
quirements of trade, and one of those who conduct operations of the most ex- 
tended and weighty character and who, above all others. have succeeded in 
making Peoria a great commercial center. 

Newton Meredith Love was born in this city. September 21, 1869. his par- 
ents being Newton E. and Sarah (Candee) Love. The Love family is of 
Scotch-Irish origin and the founder of the family in this country, John Love, 

\'I 1. 11-S 
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came fro111 Ireland about 1720. Thomas Love, who was the great-great-grand- 
father of the subject of this sketch, was an officer in the Revolutionary war, 
and in the American army at that time were other members of the Love family. 
John Love, the original American ancestor, was a member of the first general 
synod and descendants of the name were ruling elders of the Presbyterian 
church in this country. The Candee family is of French origin and menlbers of 
it \\;ere fugitives from the Huguenot persecutions. This family was also estab- 
lished in the new world a t  a very early day-about 174-and various members 
\\.ere soldiers in the Revolution and following wars which have been waged in 
America. The original name was Conde, but shortly after the establishnlent of 
the family in this country the present form was adopted. The maternal uncle 
of our subject, George W. Candee, was deputy paynlaster general of the United 
States army at the time of his death. Newton R. Love was a railroad man of 
ability and for many years was the representative of the Chicago, Eurlington bi 
Quincy Railroad Company at Peoria. His death occurred in 1588, at the age of 
sixty-one years, and that of his wife in 1907, the latter passing away at the age 
of seventy-six years. I-ioth were buried in Hope cemetery at Galesburg, Illi- 
nois, which is the Candee family burial place. H e  was an elder in the First 
Presbyterian church in Peoria and a co~nrnissioner to the general assembly of 
that denomination. Mr. Love is related through his mother's family to the 
Gales from whom the city of Galesburg was named. 

Newton Meredith Love received his education in the public schools of Peoria, 
and was graduated from the high school in 1886. H e  then went to Knox Col- 
lege at Galesburg, where he studied a few years, and in 1888 entered the service 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad, his first position being that of office clerk. He 
proved an intelligent and efficient worker, and was promoted from time to time 
until he was appointed freight solicitor for  this division of the road.' In 1903 
he succeeded 11. W. Goss, who was retired, as agent at Peoria, Illinois. This 
position he still retains. Possibly there is no wider known or more popular man 
in the middle west in railroad traffic circles than Mr. Love. H e  has been ever 
~ ~ e a d y  to advance the interests of his state and city in this line and was one of 
the chief promoters of the Transportation Club, of which he is now the second 
vice president. 

In his political faith he is a inember of the republican party. Fraternally he 
is a Scottish Rite Mason, belonging to the consistory, and is also a Shriller. 
H e  is a member of the Creve Coeur Club. director of the Peoria Canoe Club, a 
member of the Kickapoo Club, and is also affiliated with the college fraternity 
Beta Theta Pi. Although he was not a dealer in grain or  what may be termed 
a grain man, still his enthusiasm, energy and untiring efforts in behalf of  the 
promotion of the traffic and business interests of the grain trade gained for llim 
the unsolicited honor of appointment to the vice presidency of the Peoria Board 
of Trade, and he is still a member of that organization. 

Mr. Love resides at 301 Ellis street with his sister, Mrs. Anna L. Archer, 
who is assistant librarian of the Peoria Public Library. H e  has been a life-long 
member of the Presbyterian church. is an elder of the First church of Peoria, 
and was a commissioner to the general assembly of that denominatiotl, He 
has been an enthusiastic supporter of the Y. RI. C. A. and a liberal financial con- 
tributor towards its building. H e  is a true son of Peoria, where he has lived 
all his days, his prominence in commercial. social and church circles making 
him a representative citizen. Throughout the history of the world, mere success 
has never, save in rare instances, been the cause of any man being remembered 
by his fellows after he has passed from life, and never has the mere accumula- 
tion of wealth won honor for  any individual. The methods employed in the 
attainment of prosperity however, may awaken approval and admiration, for 
the world pays its tribute to him who through enterprise, unfailing effort and 
clear-sighted judgment makes substantial advance in the business ~vorld without 
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infringing on the rights and privileges of others. Such is the record of Mr. 
Love who throughout his entire business career never deviated from a course 
that he believed to be right, but stands through many years as a leading represen- 
tative of Peoria. 

He was early tau& to comply with the Biblical injunction "Be diligent in 
business," and the religious and moral training which he received, coupled with 
his honorable lineage, caused him to early develop those essential traits of char- 
acter, integrity, stamina and perseverance-which have contributed to make his 
business career an honorable and successful one. 

Mr. Love is still a young man, full of the fire of youth, of wonderful energy 
and tireless diligence, learned in his profession, gifted preeminently with engag- 
ing social qualities which draw around him numbers of friends wherever he 
goes. H e  has all that straightforward courage and sincerity, that unfaltering 
integrity of purpose and whole-hearted generosity of impulse which fit a man 
for leadership; he is ~velcomed and appreciated in every circle, social and polit- 
ical, and his hold upon the hearts of the people at large is growing firmer and 
stronger with the flight of years. 

Rudolph H. Hammel, local commercial agent for the Central States Dispatch 
and also vice president of the Workingmen's Loan & Homestead Association, 
was born in Peoria on the 3d of August, 1876, and is a son of Henry and Eliza- 
beth Hammel. The father was a native of Germany and there he was reared 
and educated. At the usual age he entered the army, remaining in the service 
during the German-Austrian war. He subsequently decided to become a citizen 
of America and emigrated to the United States, locating in Peoria, and here for  
thirty years he engaged in the hay and grain business. He was a man of sterling 
worth and high integrity and made many friends during the long period of his 
residence in this city. He passed away on the 25th of July. Igoj, at the age of 
sixty-five years, and was laid to rest in the family lot at Springdale cemetery. 
The mother is still living and now makes her home at No. 611 Lincoln avenue. 

Practically the entire life of Rudolph H. Hammel has been passed in this 
city. He attended the public schools in the acquirement of an education until he 
was fifteen years of age and having completed his grammar-school course, he then 
enrolled in the Brown Business College, where he studied shorthand and bookkeep- 
ing. In 1892 he became a wage earner, his employers being the North Chemical 
Company, whom he served for eighteen months in the capacity of manager. H e  
subsequently took a special course in penmanship at the General Business Col- 
lege at Quincy, Illinois, after which he became a teacher of this art. On the 
20th of April. 1896, he took a position as stenographer with the Big Four Rail- 
road Company, serving in this capacity for  about a year. At the expiration of 
that time he became a freight solicitor for the same company, continuing to  
discharge the duties of this position until the 1st of October, 1906. H e  resigned 
from their service on the latter date in order to take the position he now holds 
with the Central States Dispatch. In addition to his duties in this connection 
since October, 1910, Mr. Hammel has been vice president of the Workingmen's 
Loan Pr Homestead Association with offices at No. 31 Arcade building, 119 Sor th  
Jefferson avenue. 

Peoria was the scene of Mr. Hammel's marriage on the zd of October. 1901, 
to Miss Lizzie Kasjens, and to them have been born three daughters, as fol- 
lows: Hilda E. and Florence ht., who are attending the German school: and 
Verna T., who is two years of age. The family home is located at 70-1 Lincoln 
avenue. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Hainmel are members of the Gerinan Lutheran Evangelical 
church, in the faith of which they are rearing their family. Fraternally he is 
identified with the Modern Woodmen of America, while his political indorse- 
ment is given to the republican party. Mr. Hammel is well and favorably known 
throughout the community as a reliable business man, pdlic-spirited citizen and 
trustworthy friend. 

EDWARD L. SPURCK. 

Edward L. Spurck is treasurer of the Mexican Agricultural Land Company 
in the organization of which he assisted in 1905, They have met with success 
in the development of their interests during the seven years they have been pro- 
moting the organization and have every reason to feel gratified with their 
achievements. The birth of Edward L. Spurck occurred in this city on the 9th 
of June, 1867, and he is a son of Peter E. and Ellen B. Spurck. The parents 
are now both deceased, the mother having passed away in June 1589, at the age 
of forty-nine years, while the father was sixty-six at the time of his death, which 
occurred on the 23d of March, 1897. They were communicants of the Roman 
Catholic church and were interred in the family lot in St. Joseph's cemetery. 
The father was one of the successful pioneer business men of this city and was 
at the time of his death, and had been for many years previous, treasurer of the 
Peoria Distilling Company. The Spurck family originally came from Germany 
and upon their arrival in this country located in Pennsylvania. They subse- 
quently removed to Ohio, whence the grandparents catme to Peoria in 1846. 

The education of Edward L. Spurck was begun in St. Patrick's parochial 
school, and there he pursued his studies until he was fifteen years of age. He 
then supplemented the knowledge there acquired by a course in one of the local 
commercial colleges thus qualifying himself for the practical duties of a business 
career. After completing his education his father put him in charge of his real 
estate interests, the duties thus involved engaging his entire attention until 1889. 
In the latter year he acquired some stock in the Peoria Paving Block Company, 
and continued to be identified with this enterprise in the capacity of secretary 
and treasurer until 1893. H e  next became associated with others in the organi- 
zation of the Spurck Street Paving Brick Company, the manufacturers of the 
first large brick used in Peoria, their yards being located across the river. 
Mr. Spurck was superintendent of their plant until they sold it in 1898 to Mr. 
Carter. After disposing of this he withdrew from business activities for a year, 
but at the expiration of that time. in 1899, he bought an interest in the Union 
Corn Planter Company. His uncle, M. D. Spurck, was for many years promi- 
nently identified with this industry, which was founded by James Selby & Com- 
pany. They engaged in the manufacture of various farming implements and 
were the second concern in the United States to put out a corn planter. Mr. 
Spurck was connected with this company for four years, and during that time 
acquired a very thorough and practical knowledge of the business. In 1903 the 
plant was sold and he then embarked in the real estate business. Two years 
later, in IPS, he became associated with others in the purchase of large land 
tracts in Mexico and they organized the Mexican Agricultural Land Company to 
promote the development of their holdings. The company was incorporated 
under the laws of the state of Oklahoma with a capital stock of one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. Its officials are all well known and thoroughly responsible 
business men and as a result the company has been a financial success from its 
incipiency and is now recognized as a firmly established and stable enterprise. 
Their offices are located in the Mayer building. 
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On the 5th of June, 1907, Mr. Spurck was united in marriage to bliss Laura 
11. Steffen, a daughter of Henry and Louise Steffen. The father was for many 
years engaged in agricultural pursuits in Scott county, Iowa, but is now de- 
ceased, his death having occurred in Davenport, that state. The mother is 
still living, however, and now makes her home at Eldridge, Iowa. hlr. and h,Irs. 
Spurck live at KO. 147 Glenwood avenue, where he erected a residence in 1910 
that is in every way a credit to the community. 

In matters of religious faith Mr. and Mrs. Spurck are members of the Roman 
Catholic church and he also belongs to the Knightsoof Columbus, while his po- 
litical allegiance he gives to the democratic party. H e  is a very capable man and 
attributes his success in business to the fact that he has always concentrated his 
entire efforts upon anything he undertook and has made it a principle not to 
identify himself with any activity that did not conduct its transactions in a 
perfectly legitimate and honorable manner. Mr. Spurck has passed his entire life 
in this city and has always been identified with its business interests, as was like- 
wise his father. Also like him he has maintained a reputation that is above 
cluestion, both being men of incorruptible integrity and upright principles. 

WILLIL4M E. ERUSINGA. 

William E, Bruninga, who ranked with Peoria's most prominent and well 
known business men, occupying for many years the position of general manager 
with the F. Meyer Furnace Company, was born March 29, 1871, in the city which 
was ever the scene of his labors. Here he lived until death called him on the 
3d of March, 1911, representing one of the old families of Peoria. His parents 
were John and Elizabeth Bruninga, natives of Germany, who settled in Peoria 
at an early period in the city's history. The son pursued his education in the 
public and high schools and in a business college and when he started out in life 
for himself he obtained a position in a bank, in which he remained for several 
years. He next became connected with the coal trade, being employed by a local 
coal company for several years, and in 18go he entered into active association 
with the F. Meyer Furnace Company, gradually working his way upward with 
that firm until his persistent effort and ability brought him to the position of 
general manager, in which capacity he served for a number of years, thus occu- 
pying a prominent place in the business circles of the city. H e  was thoroughly 
reliable as well as progressive, manifested good judgment in business affairs and 
was devoted to the interests and welfare of the company which he represented. 

On the 25th of June, 1894, Mr. Bruninga was married to Miss Matilda Meyer, 
a daughter of Frank and Anna Marie (Janssen) hleyer. Her father was a 
native of Norden, Germany, and with his parents came to America, landing at 
New Orleans, while on the 28th of May, 1858, he arrived in Peoria. H e  was 
closely identified with the business development and progress of the city for a 
long period. H e  became the founder of the' F. bIeyer Furnace Company which 
bears his name and as one of Peoria's pioneer business men, capable, resource- 
ful and reliable, he occupied a high position in public regard. H e  not only con- 
tributed materially to the business development of the city but also to its edu- 
cational progress, doing effective service in behalf of the public schools in four 
years' service on the school board. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bruninga were born two 
children, William and Frank. who are yet attending school. 

The father was a democrat in his political views and kept well informed on 
the questions and issues of the day. although he was never an aspirant for office. 
His religious faith was that of the German Lutheran church. to which he was 
ever most loyal. H e  was also a valued member of the Creve Coeur Club and he 
possessed a genial nature that was manifest in the hospitality and cordiality 
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which were marked features of his home. H.e was a great reader, loved music 
and possessed no little ability in that direction himself. In  fact, he found his 
greatest pleasure in the enjoyment of those interests which are of an ennobling 
and uplifting character. He  always chose the better part nor was he ever con- 
tent with the second best. He achieved success and it came to him as the reward 
of earnest effort. He  felt life's sorrows, its shadows and its sunshine but in 
every relation he was found as a man. among men and he leaves behind hini the 
priceless heritage of an untarnished name. 

ANDREW JAMES HODGES. 

Through almost three-quarters of a century Andrew Jalnes Hodges was con- 
nected with the upbuilding and the progress of Illinois, being closely associated 
ivith its industrial and illanufacturing interests. His labors constituted an iml>or- 
tant element in the work of general progress and improvement and he always 
rejoiced in what was accomplished as the state forged forward and took its place 
with the leading comn~onwealths of the Union. I t  was in the town of Sorton. 
Massachusetts, on the 31st of October, 1815, that the birth of LAtldrew J. Hodges 
occurred and follo~ving the acquirement of his education he learned the car- 
penter's trade in Boston. The opportunities of the growing west attracted him in 
1837 and when a young man of twenty-two years he arrived in Illinois, taking up 
his abode at Delavan, where for eighteen years he was connected with building 
operations, working as a master carpenter. He was first employed upon the 
building of the well known Delavan House and during his residence in that to~v1.n 
he was also engaged on the construction of the courthouse at St. Louis, 4AIisso~~ri. 
Experience developed his slcill and in course of time he came to be recognized as 
one of the foremost builders of central Illinois. He established his home in 
Peoria in the spring of 1848, occupying a residence on Third street. which he had 
erected in the spring of that year. Here he was closely identified with building 
operations for a long period and gained a position among the leading contractors 
of the city, erecting a number of the substantial buildings that are still standing. 
including the Dobbins House, which was afterward used as the Creve Coeur Club. 
the Universalist church and the Cox building at the corner of Adams and Fulton 
streets. From the time of his arrival in the city until his demise he figured as one 
of its representative and prominent business men, his activities contributing not 
only to individual success but also to public progress and prosperity. In 1864 he 
took charge of the Carker & Hawley works at Decatur, which some years later 
were consolidated with the plant owned by the same company at Pel& Kot long 
afterward Mr. Hodges became proprietor of the business, which he conducted 
under the firm style of A. J. Hodges & Company until 1890, when he disposed of 
his interests in that enterprise to the Acme Harvester Company. In the mean- 
time he had become well established as a leading n~anufacturer of agricultural 
implements in this state. He built what is linown as the Haines Illinois harvester, 
developing from the original wooden machine the Hodges steel header-a machine 
used extensively in the United States and also well known in South America. He 
displayed great care and insight in developing his business, was watchful of every 
opportunity relating to the trade, and constantly improving the output of his fac- 
tory, was able to command a very liberal patronage, making his business one of 
the profitable enterprises of central Illinois. I t  has been said of him: "He was 
not only a competent but a reliable mechanic and executed every contract with the 
utmost fidelity. He needed no superintendent or \i~atchman to see that any work 
undertaken by him was honestly done. He  ranked deservedly high in his cotn- 
munity because of his integrity, his uprightness, his singleness of purpose and his 
public spirit." 
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On the 1st of -August, 1844, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Hodges and 
Jliss Sarah E. Grant, of Delavan. Illinois, formerly of Providence, Rhode Island, 
who is still living at the age of ninety years, a reinarkably well preserved woman, 
both physically and mentally. Unto this marriage there were born five children, 
of whom the second died in infancy.. Anna E. became the wife of H. P. Wilber 
but is now deceased. Her children are: Eelle, who is the wife of Charles H. 
Tl~orne, of Winnetka, Illinois, and has three children, Elizabeth. Hollett and 
Leslie; Sellie, who is the wife of Sorlnan Borland; and Florence, the wife of 
T;lJilliam Heckler. Nittie is the wife of E. E. Arnold, of Providence, Rhade 
Island, and has five children, i\littie, Dorothy, Edwin, Henry and Elizabeth. The 
other members of the fanlily are Jennie G. and Charles A., w11o reside \\.it11 their 
mother in a beautiful home on Perry avenue in Peoria, which was erected by Mr. 
Hodges. His death occurred on the 9th of October, 1900, when he had almost 
reached the age of eighty-five years. His political allegiance was 
uiven to the republican party frotn the time of its organization atld his re- 
Egious opinions were indicated in the fact that he attended the Universalist 
church. It has been well said that he deserved the tribute that "an honest man is 
the noblest worli of God." His life was, indeed, well spent. H e  was fair. re- 
liable, enterprising and progressive in business, faithful in citizenship, loyal in 
friendship and most devoted to his home and family. A11 the qualities that men 
most admire in the individt~al were his and yet he never took any special credit 
to llinlself for what he accomplished. He was free from ostentation or display 
I~ut  the breadth of his nature and the uprightness of his character placed him high 
in pul~lic regard. 

JOHN DALTON. 

John Dalton is the secretary and treasurer of the S. C. Bartlett Company, 
grain commission merchants, with offices in the Chaillber of Commerce building. 
His identification with this concern dates from April, 1872, when he became 
office boy for the firm then operating under the name of S. C. Bartlett & Com- 
pany. In this connection he has gradually worked his way upward and one of the 
elements of his success is that he has concentrated his efforts along a single line 
to the exclusion of outside interests. His fidelity to the house 1s manifest in 
his long connection therewith and his ability is attested by the promotions which 
have brought him to his present official position. Mr. Dalton was born in Peoria, 
Tune 29, 1857, his parents being Martin and Catharine (Cashin) Dalton, who 
came to this city in 1848. They were natives of Ireland and on sailing from that 
country to the United States landed at New Orleans, whence they made their 
way northward to Chicago and from that point came to Peoria. The city by the 
lake was then a small town of comparatively little industrial and commercial im- 
portance and Peoria, too, had scarcely entered upon the era of growth and de- 
velopment which has brought it to its present position as a commercial and man- 
u f a c i t ~ r i n ~  center. 

John Dalton was here reared and the public schools afforded him his educa- 
tional privileges. H e  started out in life for himself a t  a compartivelp early age 
and whatever success he has achieved is attributable entirely to his industry, 
perseverance and resourcefulness. H e  first entered the employ of Robert A. 
King in the produce commission business and nine months later became an em- 
ploye of S. C. Bartlett & Company, his initial position with the house being that 
of office boy. This was in April, 1872. Forty years have since passed and he 
has had no occasion to change his vocation for  he found the work congenia1 and 
it gave to him the opportunities which his ambition sought. He early recognized 
the fact that industry and trustworthiness meant promotion and gradually he 
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was advanced through intermediate positions until he was called to the office of 
secretary and treasurer. The business with which he is now officially connected 
had its inception in 1869, having been organized by S. C. and W. H. Eartlett, 
brothers. Operations were begun under the name of S. C. Bartlett & Colnpany 
and were so continued until 1890, when W. H. Bartlett went to Chicago and 
entered the firm of Bartlett, Frazier 8r Company. In 1892 S. C. Bartlett also 
removed to Chicago and entered the same firm, continuing an active factor in the 
grain trade in this city until his death in March, 1893. The brothers still re- 
tained their interests in Peoria, however, until the life labors of S. C. Eartlett 
were terminated in death. On the 1st of July, 1908, the business in Peoria was 
incorporated under the style of the S. C. Bartlett Company with a capital stock 
of three hundred thousand dollars. Its present officers are: J. H. Riggs, presi- 
dent; Norman W. Bartlett, vice president; and John Dalton, secretary and treas- 
urer. Mr. Dalton was also secretary and treasurer of the Northwestern Com- 
pany before it was merged with the S. C. Bartlett Company. The main offices 
of  this company are in Peoria and they have a line of elevators along the Chicago 
& Northwestern Railroad between Peoria and Sterling and between Peoria and 
Keithsburg on the Iowa Central Railroad. Their operations are now very ex- 
tensive, making them one of the leading grain firms of eastern Illinois. They 
largely control the grain trade in the cities where they operate and their business 
has become one of magnitude. 

In 1880 Mr. Dalton was united in marriage to Miss Rose Mary Mooney, of 
this city, a daughter of Thomas Mooney, who served as circuit clerk in Peoria 
during the Civil war and later was police magistrate. H e  was one of the hon- 
ored pioneer residents of the county, having taken up his abode in Medina town- 
ship in 1834 in what is known as the Mooney settlement. H e  bought up hun- 
dreds of acres of land there and fo r  many years was one of the extensive 
property holders of that district. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dalton have been born 
six children: Lucy Frances, the wife of Charles Charvat, of Chicago; Anna 
L.; Marie; Francis F. ; Edwin and Willard. The family are communicants of 
St. Mark's Catholic church and Mr. Dalton also belongs to the Knights of 
Columbus. H e  has comparatively few outside interests beyond his business 
yet is loyal and progressive in all matters of citizenship and gives his cooperation 
to many measures contributing to the general good. In  the grain trade his name 
is indeed widely known and the success of the large enterprise of which he is 
now an officer is attributable in no small measures to his efforts and his interest. 
As an employe he worked diligently and perseveringly and since coming to a 
position of executive control he has bent his energies to administrative direction 
and his well formulated and carefully executed plans have wrought for success. 

GEORGE A. UMDENSTOCK. 

George A. Umdenstock, secretary of The Central Stone Company, was born 
on a farm in the vicinity of Peoria on the 8th of September, 1875. H e  is of 
German extraction and is a son of Christian and Mary Umdenstock, both of 
whom are 'now deceased. His father was the first undertaker in the city of 
Pekin, but he subsequently withdrew from this business and turned his attention 
to agricultural pursuits. He was living retired on his farm in this county a t  
the time of his death, which occurred in 1882 at the age of fifty-one years. The 
mother, who survived him until 1901, was sixty-eight at the time of her death. 
Both were laid to rest in the cemetery a t  Pekin. They were the parents of ten 
children, seven girls and three boys, George A.. the subject of this sketch, being 
the ninth child in order of birth. 
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The education of George A. Umdenstock was begun in the district schools 
and completed in those of Peoria, his student days being terminated at the age 
of sixteen years. H e  then started out to fit himself for the graver responsiblll- 
ties of life, and entered the plant of the Peoria Marble Works, where he learned 
the stone cutters' trade. H e  continued in the employ of this company for seven- 
teen years, and during that period became thoroughly familiar with every detail 
of the business. Not being satisfied to continue in the service of others all of 
his life he resigned his position in 1907, and became associated with Henry F. 
Brerner in the organization of The Central Stone Company. They engage in the 
manufacture of building stone at No. 1710 South Water street, this city, where 
their plant has been located ever since the conlpany was organized. Mr. Bremer, 
who is mentioned at greater length elsewhere in this work, is president of the 
company and Mr. Umdenstock is secretary, and as they are both thoroughly 
familiar with every phase of the business and are Inen of wide experience, they 
have met with little difficulty in building up a good trade. They have adopted a 
policy in the conduct of their indsutry that fully entitles them to the confidence 
of all who have dealings with them, and thus not only have the faculty of  winning 
patrons but of retaining them. During the five years they have been operating 
this plant they have been awarded some excellent contracts and as they strive 
never to turn out an order that does not reflect credit on themselves and their 
establishment they are rapidly winning patrons. and are recognized as the owners 
of one of the thriving and prosperous activities of the city. - 

The 7th of June, 1899, was the wedding day of Mr. Umdenstock and !Miss 
Barbara Dinkey, a daughter of RIeIchoir and Elizabeth Dinkey. The father who 
is now living retired, is a veteran of the Civil war, having served in Company I, 
Fortieth Missouri Infantry. H e  was mustered out in St. Louis. Three children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Umdenstock, as follows: Clarence and Edna, 
both of whom are attending school ; and George A., Jr., who is four years of age. 
The family home is located at No. 414 Arago street, where Mr. Umdenstock 
erected a very pleasant residence with thoroughly modern appointments in 1902. 

Mr. Umdenstock and his wife are members of Grace Evangelical church, 
and Mr. Umdenstock is on the board of trustees of this organization. H e  is a 
man of progressive ideas in matters of citizenship, but is not partisan in his 
views, casting his ballot for  those candidates he deems best qualified to serve 
the highest interests of the municipality. As a business man he has always 
manifested the diligence and persistency of purpose that win success and is now 
making marked progress in this direction. 

GARDNER THURSTON EARKER. 

lV11ile Gardner Thurston Barker became a conspicuous and honorable figure 
on the stage of business activity in Peoria, he played other parts in the drama of 
life with equal ability. He was recognized as a leader in public affairs and sev- 
eral times as chief executive of the city administered its municipal interests. 
Over the record of his public career as well as his private life there fell no shadow 
of ~vrong or suspicion of evil, for he held to high standards and neither fear nor 
favor could swerve him from a course which he believed to be right. \\'it11 a 
nature that could never be content with mediocrity, he made constant advancement 
in business and for a long period controlled important commercial and financial 
interests of the city. 

I l r .  Barker was a native of Xew York, his birth having occurred in IIoriah, 
Essex county, January ro, 1814. His parents were Gardner T. and Harriet 
(Lyon) Carlicr and ~vhile spending his youthful days under the parental roof he 
pursued his education, seeking a home and fortune in the west in 1838, \\-hen a 
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young lnan of twenty-four years. At that time Peoria was a tiny town, contain- 
ing very few inhabitants and giving but little promise of future greatness. His 
business ability,, ho\vever, was soon manifest here and with the growth of the 
city he was cont~nuously identified, his individual efforts constituting an important 
factor in promoting the cornrnercial and industrial activity and prosperity of 
Peoria. He was first associated with Almeran S. Cole in a general ~llercantile 
enterprise under the style of Cole & Barlier, and a change in the partnership 
afterward led to the adoption of the firm naine of Carker & Stearns. Still later 
Rlr. Barlier became sole proprietor. In 1867 he entered into active connection 
i\.ith the distilling business, \vhic11 has been one of the chief sources of Peoria's 
upl>uilding arid prosperity. H e  also extended his efforts into various other lines 
of business and all of his different investments proved successful, indicating his 
sound judgment and keen discrimination. He never allowed pleasure or outside 
interests to interfere with the management of his business afiairs and gradually 
he advanced to a position of leadership, enjoying the prosperity which was his by 
reason of intelligently directed effort and indefatigable energy. H e  retired in 
1887 froin the active management of his different interests and thereafter gave 
his attention solely to his duties as president of the Commercial Sational Bank 
and as president of the Allaire-;Woodward Chemical Company. I n  all of his 
l>usirless affairs he found ready solution for intricate and involved problen~s. He 
seemed to recognize almost intuitively the opportunities and possibilities of a 
situation and he so directed forces as to produce a harmonious and resultant 
whole. L4s one of the wealthy residents of Peoria he took up the bonds when the 
city borrowed large sums of money and negotiated them in Kew York. 

Business, however, was but one feature of the intensively active career of 134r. 
Barker. His deep interest in Peoria and her welfare and his thorough under- 
standing of the political questions and issues of the day led him to cooperate 
heartily with the democratic party, for he was an earnest believer in the principles 
which constitute its platform. In local political circles, therefore, he figured 
prominently. In  1852 he was elected to the city council and ten years later was 
chosen mayor of Peoria. His first term received indorsement in a reelection so 
that lle served in 1870 and 1871. H e  gave to the city a b~~sinesslike and pro- 
gressive administration, characterized by retrenchment in useless expenditures yet 
1narl;ed by progressiveness where the best interests of the city were to be con- 
served. His word could always be relied upon whether in business or in politics. 

On the 20th of Augttst, 1840, Mr. Barker was united in marriage to ,\Iiss 
Helen White, of Champlain, New York, a daughter of Elial and Mary B. (Lewis) 
IVhite, who were natives of Massachusetts, the former born at Medway, Decem- 
ber 21, 1791, and the latter at Amherst, February 9, 1799. The marriage cere- 
inony of her grandparents was celebrated by the Rev. Daniel Morton, the father 
of Vice President Levi P. Morton. The death of Mr. Barker occurred Octoher 
26, 1894. He was succeeded in business by his son Walter, who became the presi- 
dent of the Commercial National Eank, and he is also survived by a daughter, 
Mrs. Ellen 6. McRoberts, and her two sons, Walter and W. G. McRoherts, and a 
grandson, Jesse, who was the son of Mr. Barker's youngest daughter and was left 
motherless during his infancy, a t  which time he was adopted by Mr. and Mrs. 
IValter Barker. Three years after the demise of her husband Mrs. Helen (JVhite) 
Barker passed away. They had figured prominently in the social life of the city, 
where Rir. Barlcer made his home for fifty-six years. H e  had watched the 
development of Peoria from a small town to a city of metropolitan proportions 
and had proven a most important factor in this work of transformation. In  all that 
he undertook. whether of a public or private nature, whether in business or in 
office. he put forth earnest, persistent effort, realizing that the source of power is 
within the individual and that not upon any environment or circumstance does 
progress depend. lTThatever the quiet forces and influences at \vork in his life 
to shape his destiny, it was evident at the outset of his business career that he 
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,mderstood clearly the fact that energy and unfaltering purpose coilstitute the 
surest basis upon which to build success. H e  was a well balanced man mentally 
and physically, possessed sufficient courage to venture where favoring opportunity 
pese~ l ted  and his judgment and even-paced energy carried him forward to the 
goal of prosperity. 

H E X R Y  SCH\VABACHER. 

The life record of Henry Schwabacher covered seventy-five years, through- 
out which period his industry and determination constituted the strong motive 
forces of his advancement. H e  deserved all the credit implied in the term a self- 
made man, for when he reached the new world his capital consisted of less than 
a dollar. Gradually he advanced as the years passed by until he occupied a 
prominent position on the plane of affluence. H e  \\-as for thirty-three years one 
of Peoria's most prominent capitalists and successful business men, during which 
period he followed various pursuits, his last years being spent in honorable re- 
tirement. 

H e  was born in Fellheim, Bavaria, Germany. June 11, 1829, and acquired 
his education in the schools of that country. I11 1848, when a youth of nineteen 
years, he came to the new \?~orld, leaving his native country at the time of the 
German revolution of 1548. When he reached Ken- York city his cash and cap- 
ital has been reduced to ninety-five cents, but ~vitli the aid of friends he soon 
secured a position, and in business circles he demonstrated his worth, proving 
most diligent, capable and determined. In  this way he gradually won advance- 
ment that brought him increased salary, and when his industry and careful ex- 
penditure had provided him with a small capital he invested in a little line of 
goods which he sold from house to house. In  time his attention \vas attracted 
to the middle west with its growing business opportunities. For a brief period 
he engaged in the sale of goods in Cleveland and then continued on his way 
westward to Keokuk, Iowa, in 1553. There he opened a small store, carrying 
a little line of dry goods until four years had passed. when he disposed of his 
business interests there and in 1557 came to Peoria. Here at different times he 
was connected with various business enterprises. In  1861 he entered the 
wholesale liquor trade and soon afterward admitted his brother Jacob to a 
partnership under the firin style of H. & J. Schwabacher. Some time afterward 
they formed a partnership with Philip Zell and built a distillery, which they 
operated under the firm style of Zell, Schwabacher R- Company. The house 
became widely known and they conducted the business along successful lines for 
over twenty years, when they sold out to the trust. Henry Schwabacher then 
retired from active life and his brother Jacob at that time removed from Peoria 
to Chicago. The record of Henry Schwabacher indicates what may be accom- 
plished in America where excellent business opportunities are afforded each in- 
dividual but where worth and merit must win advancement. H e  had but ninety- 
five cents when he arrived in the new world and at his death left an estate valued 
a t  over eight hundred thousand dollars. His judgment was sound, his insight 
keen and his energy unfaltering. After the distillery had been purchased by the 
trust the wholesale liquor business of the firm was continued by Julius and Louis H. 
Schwabacher, sons of him whose name introduces this review. Within the last 
few years, however, this business has also been sold and the sons are now devot- 
ing their attention to the management of the estate left by their father. As he 
prospered in his undertakings Henry Schwabacher. Sr.,  made extensive and im- 
portant investments in real estate, becoming the owner of much valuable property 
in Peoria and in Chicago. It seemed that his judgment was never at fault in 
making purchases, for the realty which came into his possession rose steadily 
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in value with the growth and developnient of the city. His opiniolls came to be 
relied upon as most substantial factors in business and he was accorded a position 
as one of Peoria's most progressive business men. 

In 1857 Mr. Schwabacher was united in marriage to Miss Virginia Ancker, 
a representative of a pioneer family of Peoria, and they bekame the parents of  
the following children: Julius and Louis are both residents of Pe'oria. The 
former married and has a daughter, Jeanie, while the latter has three children, 
Virginia, Florence and Louis H.  Leo is a resident of Baltimore, Maryland. 
Hattie is the wife of Samuel I. Reichman, of New York city, and they have two 
children, Virginia and Stanley Reichman. h4aud is the wife of Joseph A. Wilde, 
of Peoria. Florence is the wife of the Rev. A. J. Messing, of 13100mington, 
Illinois, and their children are Allen,' Fannie, Virginia and Elizabeth Messing. 
Bertha is the wife of Myron H. Greisheim, of Bloomington, and they have two 
children, Henry and Katherine. Jacob died leaving a widow, Mrs. Henrietta 
Schwabacher, and three children: Fannie, the wife of Harry Hexter, by whom 
she has one child, Myron H. ; Hart  J. ; and Helen Schwabacher. Nathan Schwab- 
acher, the eldest of the family, died leaving a son, Herbert J. Mrs. Henry 
Schwabacher, the mother of this family is still residing at the old home at No. 
204 North Perry avenue. 

In his political views Mr. Schwabacher was a republican where national 
questions and issues were involved but cast an independent ,local ballot, support- 
ing the candidate whom he regarded as best qualified for office. H e  was a man 
of refined taste, was most genial and hospitable and greatly enjoyed entertaining 
his many friends at his own fireside. H e  loved art and music and greatly en- 
joyed travel, utilizing much of his leisure time in that way. H e  was very firm 
in his convictions and his determinations and was regarded as a conservative, 
farsighted business man. H e  stood as a splendid type of the German American 
citizen of  Peoria, his record being creditable alike to the land of  his birth and 
the land of his adoption. Moreover, his life history proves what may be ac- 
complished when determination and energy lead the way and when firm purpose 
overcomes difficulties and obstacles. 

HARRY BEEBE. 

Harry C. Beebe is the sole proprietor of The Beebe Mill Works, located a t  
No. 1007 and 1009 South Adams street. Although he has been identified with 
the industrial interests of Peoria for  only a brief period, Mr. Beebe is well known 
in local business circles, as for eighteen years he was manager of the firm of 
Cartwright & Russell. H e  was born in Chillicothe, this county, on the 19th of 
May, 1861, and is a son of Reuben and Josephine Beebe, well known pioneer set- 
tlers of that town. The father, who was a carpenter by trade, was actively en- 
gaged in contracting and building in Chillicothe for more than fifty years. H e  
was a man of marked loyalty and patriotism and went to the front as a private 
in the Eighty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war, being hon- 
orably discharged at the close of his period of enlistment. In  matters of citizen- 
ship he was enterprising and progressive and during a large portion of his life 
was actively identified with municipal affairs and on several occasions was 
called to fill the mayor's chair. H e  lived to attain a ripe old age, passing away 
in 1904, and is buried in the cemetery at Chillicothe. The mother is still living 
and continues to make her home in the latter place, where she is widely known 
and held in high regard, as was likewise the father. 

The boyhood and youth of Harry C. Beebe were passed in his native town, 
in whosc public schools he pursued his education until he had attained the age 
of sixteen years, terminating his student days before he had conlpleted his high- 
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school course. After laying aside his text books he worked for his father for 
four years and during that period thoroughly mastered the details of the car- 
penters' trade. H e  next entered the en~ploy of The St. John Mars11 Company 
as their traveling representative, and during the succeeding five years he went 
through the western states seeking locations and establishing lumber yards for 
this firm. They discontinued business in 1886 and hIr. Eeebe went to Denver. 
Colorado, and engaged in contracting and building for six years. In 1892, he 
returned to Peoria and became manager for Cartwright & Russell, remaining 
in their service until 1909, when he resigned his position in order to establish 
the enterprise he is now conducting. This proved to be a very lucrative under- 
taking, and at the end of his first year Mr. Beebe erected the fine brick factory 
building he is now occupying on South Adams street. It  is sixty by one hundred 
and eighty feet, thoroughly modern in its construction and equipped with every 
appliance and machine essential to a plant of this kind. The growth of this 
activity has not been remarkable in any way. but its development has been 
characterized by the substantial and permanent progress that manifests stability. 
The receipts have shown a marked annual increase from year to year and em- 
ployment is now given to eight skilled workmen. 

Hudson, Kansas, was the scene of Mr. Eeebe's marriage on the Gth of April, 
1886, to Miss Addie F. Cole, a daughter of h4r. and Mrs. John Cole, the father 
a highly respected agriculturist of Reno county, Kansas. One daughter has been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Beebe, Ruth, who is now at home with her parents. The 
family home is located at KO. 502 Eigelow street, where they own a very pleasant 
and comfortable residence. 

Fraternally Mr. Eeebe is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America. 
H e  is energetic in his methods and directs his efforts along well defined lines 
with the determination of purpose that invariably wins success, and in the or- 
ganization and concentration of his forces in the development of his industry is 
manifesting the same powers that characterized him when working under the 
supervision and direction of others. 

HEKRY HEDRICH. 

KO account of the financial. interests of Peoria would be conlplete without 
extended and personal reference to Henry Hedrich, the president of the Savings 
Bank and also director of the First Kational Cank of the city. He has occupied 
the presidency of the forlner institution since December, 1906, when he succeeded 
to the positioil left vacant by the death of Mi. A. Herron. Throughout his entire 
business career he has been associated with banking interests, having served as 
cashier of the Savings Eank from the 1st of February, 1872. He was born in 
the dukedom of Hessen. Gern~any, September 25 .  1845, his parents being Chris- 
topher and Catharine Hedrich, who spent their entire lives in the fatherland. 
The son Henry pursued his education there and in 1865 bade adieu to friends 
and native country and sailed for the new world, making his way direct to Peoria 
where he arrived when twenty years of age. He was first employed by Dr. 
McGee in a grocery store, in which he remained for  a year, at the end of which 
time his employer was appointed postmaster of Peoria and made hfr. Hedrich a 
clerk in the postoffice. H e  reillailled there for five years and during the last 
year served as assistant postn~aster. H e  then entered the Savings Bank as 
cashier and has been continuously connected with the financial interests of the 
city in an executive capacity to the present time. From the position of cashier 
he was called to the presidency in December, 1906. For six years he has remained 
chief officer of this bank which is one of the strong financial centers of eastern 
Illinois. The policy pursued com~nends it to the patronage of all and back of it 
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stand a corps of officers \\rho are widely recognized as progressive and reliable 
business men. In addition to his interest in the Savings Bank Mr. Hedrich was 
elected to the directorate of the First Xational Bank in January, 1911. He has 
become a recognized power in financial circles here and his reputation has been 
gained no less by his business integrity than by his success. In point of con- 
tinuous service he is today the dean of the banking profession in the county. His 
other activity in financial circles covered nineteen years' service as secretary of 
the Clearing House of Peoria-from 1879 until 1898. 

Mr. Hedrich was married in Peoria in 1869 to Miss Jeanette Christens, of 
this city, with whom he traveled life's journey for about thirty-nine years. Mrs. 
Hedrich was then called to the home beyond and at her death left four children: 
Ida, now the wife of Leaton Boggess, of Peoria; Alice, the wife of Howard 
Bills; Blanche, the wife of Albert Trubel; and Edward, who resides in Chicago. 
Mr. Hedrich is proininent in hlasonry and has served for four years as master 
of Schiller Lodge, of Peoria. He  has also attained the Knight Templar degree in 
the comnlandery and is a member of the Mystic Shrine. I-Ie is treasurer of the 
Old Settlers' Union of Peoria county and in 1906 he succeeded Mr. Herroil to the 
position of treasurer in this society, as he did in the presidency of the bank. He 
has for forty-seven years been a resident of  Peoria and is everywhere spoken 
of in ternls of respect and high regard because he has never deviated from what 
his judgment has regarded as right between himself and his fellowmen. His 
life has been actuated by high and honorable principles and his record is an indi- 
cation of the fact that success and an honored name may be won simultaneously. 

LVILLIS EVANS. 

\iITillis Evans, residing at So .  803' Bradley avenue, in Peoria, his native city, 
was born January 16, 1872. His parents, Isaac and Phoebe (Waggoner) Evans, 
were natives of Ohio and came to Peoria about 18th. The son attended the old 
Fifth Ward school, later called the Franklin school, on >loss avenue, but instead 
of entering the high school he became an assistant in his father's grocery store 
at West Bluff. Almost immediately he began newspaper work, thus following 
the advice of his mother. C. E. Sixon began the publication of the West Bluff 
Budget, a local weekly paper, and Willis Evans contributed articles, written for 
it from a stool behind the counter in the grocery store. Later he wrote for the 
West Bluff Herald, also a Xixon publication, and while still connected with the 
store he did valuable work for Edward Francis Younger, managing editor of the 
Peoria Transcript, who was Mr. Evans' journalistic mentor. In 1 8 9  the latter 
became a regular contributor to the Transcript a t  the same time carrying for 
the West Bluff Bureau. Later in the same year he became regularly associated 
with the Transcript and afterward became a member of the staff of the Peoria 
Herald, owned by Henry &I. Pindell. Eventually the two papers were consoli- 
dated under the name of the Herald-Transcript, their publication being con- 
ducted under the direction of Mr. Pindell, P. J. Rennick and Charles H. May. 
Starting as a reporter, Mr. Evans was advanced through successive pron~otions, 
becoming city editor, managing editor, editor and Washington correspondent. 
He has long since won for himself a creditable 'position in journalistic circles. 
not only as a writer but one who has adopted the most progressive methods of 
newspaper publication. 

l l r .  Evans was named by Representative Joseph V. Graff as clerk of the 
committee on claims in the house of representatives at the opening of the fifty- 
sixth congress in 1899 and served in that capacity for three terms. He  after- 
ward acted as secretary to Mr. Graff to the close of his tern1 of office on the 4th 
of March, 1911, and at  the same time remained in active connection with news- 





paper work, being Washington correspondent of the Peoria Herald-Transcript. 
During the sessions of congress he also acted as assistant to Charles P. Keyser, 
chief of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat Bureau. 

In politics Mr. Evans has ever been a republican and in 1898 was the candi- 
date of his party for city clerk of Peoria, easily winning the llomination over 
old-time leaders of the party in the big city convention. He met defeat at the 
polls, however, a t  the hands of Robert hl. Orr, the incumbent, who was an old 
and tried official. 

On the 27th of August, 1895, Mr. Evans was married to Miss Leoti Runyan. 
a daughter of Washington and Martha Runyan. They became the parents of  two 
children: Marguerite, who was born June 23, 1896, and is a student in the 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute of Peoria; and Melody, who died January 20, 1908, 
when six and a half years of age. Mr. Evans is connected with nlost of  the 
representative organizations of Peoria, I-Ie belongs to the Illinois Farmers 
Club, the Peoria and Illinois Historical Associations, is secretary of the Peoria 
County Old Settlers Association, is a member of the Peoria Association of Com- 
merce, the Creve Coeur Club, the Peoria Transportation Club, Xational Imple- 
ment & J'ehicle Show, and the Child's Welfare League. These membership rela- 
tions indicate much of the nature of his interests and the line of his thought and 
activity aside from that already indicated as his chosen life work. On Feb- 
ruary I ,  1912, Mr. Evans was unanimously chosen executive secretary of the 
Peoria Association of  Commerce and secretary and a director of the National 
Implemet~t & Vehicle Show, which organizations are flourishing under his direc- 
tion. There is something in a joui-nalistic career that keeps the individual in 
close touch with the world's work and progress, and Mr. Evans has ever been 
stimulated by the spirit of advancement and in turn has made liberal contribu- 
tion to that progress which awards Peoria a first place as a typical city of the 
middle west, utilizing the best that the east has to offer and at the same time 
possessing the initiative that produces advancement along original lines. 

Dr. Oscar Allen, now a practicing physician and surgeon of Chillicothe, Illi- 
nois, is one of the foremost men in Peoria county in the ranks of his profession. 
He was born in hledina township. this county, twelve miles north of Peoria, in 
1867. His father. i\Tillian~ H. Allen, was a native of Rhode Island but 
lived for seventy-five years in Illinois and for seventy years in Peoria county. 
H e  was one of the pioneer settlers of this clistrict and carried on and operated 
an estensive far111 for inany years. H e  is now iiving retired on the old home- 
stead. During a portion of his life he was engaged in brickmaking, and his 
father was the first brickmaker in Peoria county. H e  married Miss Sarah E. 
Suttall, of England. who came to this country when she was eighteen years 
of age and settled in Peoria county. They have four other children besides Dr. 
Oscar Allen of this sketch. 

Oscar Allen was educated in the district schools of the county, and the Peoria 
high school. H e  gained his medical edtlcation in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons at I<eokuk, Iowa, and took his post-graduate course in Chicago. 
Inlmediately after his graduation from college he went to Lawn Ridge. Illinois, 
and practiced there for  two and one half years. .At the expiration of that time 
he removed to Dunlap. Illinois, and remained there for  fifteen years. H e  spent 
two years in Chicago practicing his profession, and on January r ,  191 I ,  removed 
his office to Chillicothe, in the Jiescott building where he is at present located. 
During his long period of activity in the medical profession Dr. -Allen has at- 
tained a degree of efficiency which can only be the result of personal experience. 
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He regards his calling as a sacred ohligation and has a full appreciation of  the 
duties of a physician to his fellowmen. 

In 1892, Dr. Allen was united in marriage to Riiss Linnie Waite, who was 
born in Topeka, Kansas, hut spent most of her life in Peoria county. She is a 
granddaughter of idoren Wilder, one of the pioneer settlers of this district. T o  
Dr. and Mrs. Allen four children have been horn, Donald M., Robert E. and 
Willadell, and an infant son all living with their parents a t  home. 

Politically Dr. Allen keeps himself entirely independent of lines and parties. 
H e  is a liberal thinker on all subjects and prefers to keep his judgment free and 
his principles unbiased by any partisanship. Both his father and his uncle were 
prominent in democratic politics in Peoria county for many years, but Dr. Allen, 
although he takes an active interest in public affairs, has never sought office. 
Fraternally he he lon~s  to the Modern Woodmen of America and is prominent in 
the affairs of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Most of his time and at- 
tention is given to the practice of his profession, and the extensive practice which 
he has built up in Chillicothe and throughout the county is ample evidence of his 
proficiency and skill. 

M A T H E W  HENEBERY. 

So important and valued were the business connections of Mathew Henebery 
as to gain him classification with the prominent and representative citizens of 
Peoria. He  was associated with manufacturinq, commercial and financial inter- 
ests, all of which constituted features in the city's development and progress as 
well as his individual success. His determined purpose enabled him to carry for- 
ward to a successful completion whatever he undertook. However, he never 
regarded any position as final but rather as the starting point for still further 
accon~plishment, and each forward step brought him a broader outlook and wider 
opportunities. He  was born in County Kilkenny, Ireland, September 8, 1834, a 
son of Kicholas and Anastasia (Carroll) Henebery. H e  was a youth of fifteen 
years when, in the spring of 1849. he was brought by his parents to America. 
They landed a t  Montreal, Canada, and by way of Buffalo and Chicago, pursued 
their way to La Salle, Illinois, where they stopped for a brief period and then 
continued their journey to  Peoria. 

hfathelv Henebery had been a pupil in the schools of Ireland before coming to 
America, and soon after reaching this country he began earning his own livinrr;, 
being employed as superintendent of a line of drays for about two years. H e  
afterward worked upon the telegraph line between Peoria and Chicago, and in 
1851 became connected with the liquor business as an employe of Napoleon B. 
Brandamour. His ability soon led to his admission to a partnership in the busi- 
ness, and the firm built an alcohol distillerv and continued the conduct of their 
enterprise for two years. At the end of that time business relations were dis- 
solved, Mr. Brandamour taking over the alcohol still while Mr. Henebery became 
the owner of the wholesale branch of the business. From that time until his death 
Mr. Henebery continued in that line of trade, and yet it would be unfair to speak 
of him only in this connection. His  business interests were of a most varied and 
important character, and many of the leading commercial and financial concerns 
of Peoria profited by his keen sagacity, his unfaltering enterprise and his 
capability in coordinating forces. Aside from his connection with the Branda- 
mour Iiquor business, he was one of the organizers and huilders of the Great 
Eastern Distillery, and for a long period was president of the Peoria Pottery 
Company and took an active part in formulatine its business policies. H e  was 
likewise largely instrumental in estahlisliing the Peoria Stock Yards and in organ- 
izing and conducting the Peoria Packing & Provision Company. H e  became 
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president of the Peoria Opera. House Company, and in financial circles figured 
prominently as vice president and one of the directors of the First Sational Bank 
of the city for many years. As he prospered in his undertakings, he made exten- 
sive and judicious investments in property, becoming the owner of several val- 
uable farms in Illinois and Nebraska. He remained in active connection with both 
the Brandamour liquor trade and with banking interests up to the time of his 
death which occurred November 4, 1907. 

On tlie 10th of hiax, 1857, Mr. Henebery was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Daniels, and their union was a long and happy one. Mrs. Henebery sur; 
vived her husband about five years. She died 011 hlarch 12, 1912, at the ripe old 
age of seventy-seven years, one of the best loved women in the city of Peoria. 
Mr. and h4rs. Henebery became the parents of twelve children. Those still living 
are : Richard J. Henebery, of Peoria, manager of the Henebery estate ; Josephine, 
the wife of E. J. Cashin of Peoria; Kellie, the wife of Samuel H.  Cuinnlings of 
Peoria; #Mary, the wife of Robert De Wald of Fort Wayne; Lida, married to 
Charles E. lluhler, also of Fort Wayne; Theodosia, the wife of Edwin l lu i r  of 
Detroit; and Miss Lucy I-Ienebery, of Peoria. There is still living a brother of 
Mrs. Henebery, Mr. John Daniels of San Antonio, Texas. 

Mr. I-lenel~ery was a member of the Roman Catholic cliurclt, and his political 
, faith was that of the democratic party. H e  held membership in the Creve Coeur 

Club, and was identified with various public interests, some of a social, others of 
a benevolent nature. Any project that had for its object the welfare and upbuild- 
ing of the city received his indorsement and his liberal financial support. He 
served as one of Peoria's aldermen at an early day, and was afterward a member 
of the school board. Since his death tlie Mathew Henebery .Alemorial school has 
been erected as a monument to his memory. The cause of education ever found 
in him a warm friend, and he was an earnest and zealous champion of the public 
lihrary, having served as a director from the time of its organization until 1894. 
He gave liberally in support of the hospitals of the city and cooperated with many 
organized charities, while his individual charitable gifts were almost innumerable. 
He had a deep and abiding love for his fellowmen and was therefore interested it1 
all that tended to ameliorate hard conditions of life for the unfortunate, or sought 
to further the uplifting and ennobling influences which work for an advanced civ- 
ilization, His advice was often sought and always freely given. He was loving 
and kind, and his many friends found him a congenial companion who was always 
considerate of the words and wishes of another. His advancement in the busi- 
ness world was the righteous outcome of his energy and determination. 

J. N. HECKARD. 

J. N. Heckard, a man of enterprise and of marked force of character. who 
through his business life has made good use of his time and opportunities, is 
now the owner of a general merchandise store at Oak Hill. H e  was born Xlarch 
17, 1858, in Illinois, his parents being Peter J. and Margaret (Wilson) Heck- 
ard, who came to Peoria county in 1863. In the father's family were five chil- 
dren, of whom J. N. of this review, is the third in order of birth. 

J. M. Heckard was reared under the parental roof and remained a t  home 
until 1882, when he began working for the Monarch Brewery firm of Peoria. 
where he remained until 1891. For the following six years he was employed in 
the Peoria Malt House and in 1897 he purchased forty acres of land in Rose- 
field township, on which he followed farming until 1go2. He then, on selling 
this tiact of land, bought fifty-six acres in Elmwood township, which he owned 
until 1906, when he engaged in the general mercantile business at Oak Hill, 
where he now has a well stocked store. 

Vol. 11-7 
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On the 2zd of January, 1882, Afr. Heckard was united in marriage with hIrs. 
i\/Iayme Fash, a daughter of Charles and Sarah Noose. The father, Charles 
Moore, was killed in battle in the Civil war, and his widow subsequently became 
the wife of Thomas Clarli. Mr. and Mrs. Heckarcl are the parents of two chil- 
dren: Frank R., who was born June 16, 1886, is married and is a blacksmith 
for  the Star Mining Company at Peoria. Goldie R., aged nine, is attending 
school. In  politics hlr. Heckard is a stanch democrat. He gives mucl~ time to 
the cause of education and is now serving as president of the school board. EJe 
.is an energetic, public-spirited man, well liked both as a mercl~ant and in a 
social way and is meeting 1vit11 excellent success in his business career. 

In a history of the successful men of Peoria mention should be made of 3Iar- 
tin V. C. Cumerford inasmuch as personal effort, intelligently directed, consti- 
tuted the basis of a growing and gratifying success that enabled bin1 in his later 
years to live retired. Within the period of his close connection with business 
interests in Peoria he ever commanded the good wil! and confidence of those with 
whom 11e had dealings and, therefore, was spoken of in terms of high regard 
wherever known. He  was born in Muncie, Delaware county, Indiana, February 
24, 1841, a son of George and Harriet (Collis) Cumerford. The father, a 
native of Virginia, was a cabinet maker by trade and followed that pursuit 
throughout the greater part of his life. His political allegiance was ever given 
to the democratic party. 

nilartin V. B. Cumerford was the eldest of a fanlily of eight children and 
was early called upon to contribute to their support because of the invalid con- 
dition of his father. His education was acquired in the public schools and in the 
BIuncie Seminary, and when fifteen years of age he became a post bop, carry- 
ing the mail between Muncie and Marion, Indiana, a distance of thirty-three 
miles. While thus engaged he never. missed a trip summer or \vinter. In 1859 he 
secured the position of bell boy in the Spencer House at Indianapolis and was 
acting in that capactiy at the time of the outbreali of the Civil war. His patri- 
otic spirit prompted his enlistinent and he became a bugler \\-it11 a cavalry com- 
pany under Captain Bracken. He soon ceased, however, to act as musician and 
went into the ranks, participating in nlany hotly contested eng?gements, in the 
long marches and in the hard campaigning 1~hic11 let1 to the hnal victory that 
crowned the Union arms. His mas the first cavarly company organized in 
Indiana and was later nlustered in as Company K, First Indiana T701unteer Cav- 
alry. The regiment was assigned to General Siegel's force  hose corps was in 
the middle of the line at  the battle of Bull Run, on which occasioil Mr. Cunlerford 
was one of General Siegel's orderlies. accompa~lying him in that capacity in 
several other engagements. In August, ISG~,  and in September of the same year, 
he was reco~nmended because of brave and meritorious service for promotion 
to the rank of lieutenant, but owing to the confusecl condition of affairs this nras 
not agreed upon. He  went through the several canlpaigns in Tennessee and was 
then nlustered out at Nashville. In October, 1864, he returned to Indianapolis, 
where he cast his first vote for Oliver P. 1lorto:l for governor and a nlonth 
later supported Abraham Lincoln for the presidency. 

This was an eventful year in the life of Mr. Cumerford, for it \vas on the 
15th of Sovember, 1864, that he married Jennie E. Tout. They started on a trip 
south~vard and after two years returned to Indianapolis, where 11s. Cumerford 
accepted a clerkship in a grocery store. He  also held the office of clerk in the In- 
diana house of representatives during 1866 and 1867. In the latter year he came 
to Peoria and entered business circles of this city as bookkeeper in the planing 
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mill of Truesdale Sr Company. Two years later he became manager of Eallard's 
lumber yard and subseclttently was employed in the freight office of the Indiana, 
Eloomin~ton & Western Railroad. In 1874 he engaged in the grocery business, 
retiring In 1890. During his sixteen years' connect~on with that trade he secured 
a good patronage and the business \\-as one of the profitable enterprises of that 
character in the city, a large and carefully selected line of goods brinqng to 
him a well, merited trade. In 1893 he entered the undertaking business with his 
son, Harry E., at S o .  708 Main street. In this connection they built up a large 
establishment, being anlong the foremost in their line in central Illinois. The 
father, ho~vever, practically lived retired in his later years, leaving the manage- 
ment and active work of the business entirely to his son. 

In politics Mr. Cunlerford was always a stalwart republican but was not a 
politician in the ordinary sense of the term. I3e nras never a seeker after office, 
yet in 1875 he was elected alderman of the new eigth ward. He belonged to Cry- 
ner Post, S o .  67, G. A. R., and to Fort Clark Lodge, I. 0. 0. F. He passed 
away on the 29th of April, 1912, being then seventy-one years of age, and thus 
was ended a life of usefulness and honor-one which gained for him the high 
respect of all ~\-ith 1vhom he hat1 heen l~rought in contact. He was independent 
in character, fearless in action and was a splendid type of the high-minded, pro- 
gressive citizen, nrl~ose fidelity to every cause in n.l?ich he believed gained for 
him the respect and confidence of those \vho knen. him. I-Iis personal charac- 
teristics nrere such as made him well liked ancl highly regarded and his record 
indicates what may he accomplisl~ed when deternunation and energy lead the 
way. 

THOlIXS FORBES. 

Thomas Forbes, who now lives retired in Hanna City, was born in K e ~ v  
Jersey, Xay  3, 1830, His parents \Yere LITilliam and Susan (Graham) Forbes, 
both of whom were natives of Ireland and canle from that country in 1828, set- 
tling in Nenr Jersey, where the father was employed in the iron works. In 1836 
the parents removed to Philadelphia and the follo\ving year came to Peoria 
county, locating in Logan to~vnship, 1~~11ic11 was then called the middle precinct. 
xvlrhere the father entered eighty acres of government land and later purchased 
an adjoining forty acres. In their fanlily nrere four children, of whom Thomas, 
of this review, n7as the eldest. The others are: John, of Lincoln, Sebraska; Mrs. 
Sallcy Shepherd, a widow of Washington county, whose husband was a physi- 
cian and was drowned while crossing a creek in Tazen~ell county, on his way 
to see a patient: and IVilliam, who llves in Peoria. 

Thon~as Forbes, being onljr seven years of age ~vhen his parents removed 
to Logan township, was reared and educated here and remained under the par- 
ental roof until 1856. At that date he began farming a tract of forty acres of 
land which he and his father together had purchased. Later he bought an ad- 
joining one hundretl and twenty acres, making in al! one hundred and sixty acres 
in the tract which he cultivated. At the time of the purchase of this tract the 
oreater part of it was under timber but a few acres of it were ready for cultiva- b 
tton. At the beginning of the war he enlisted in the Seventy-seventh Illinois 
Regiment, under General D. P. Greer, and remained in service for three years. 
During this time he was taken prisoner and lay for thirteen months and nine- 
teen days in prison at Camp Ford. At the close of the war he returned to his farm 
and resided on the same until 1892 when he sold it and removed to Hanna City, 
where he now owns an excellent home and is living retired. 

On the first of May, 1856 Mr. Forbes was united in marriage with Miss 
Catherine Cox and to them hare been born five children. They are: Mrs. 
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Iantha Louila Foster, of Washington, Illinois; Mrs. Susan Stewart, who resides 
on a farm in Logan township; Mrs. Ida Mary Patton, of Lenox, Iowa; Charles, 
who is engaged in farming near Mount Pleasant, Iowa; and Mrs. E. M. Pat- 
ton, who resides on a farm near Clearfield, Iowa. 

Politically Mr. Forbes gives his allegiance to the republican party. H e  has 
served as road commissioner and also as township tax collector. H e  is a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian church and his life is faithfully guided by its teachings. 
H e  has done efficient work in citizenship, being at all times public-spirited and pro- 
gressive. H e  has now attained the advanced age of eighty-one years, has resided 
in Peoria county for over seventy-four years and has been an interested witness 
to the changes that have here occurred. Wherever 11e is known he is held in the 
highest esteem and is most warmly regarded where he is best known. 

HEYE DIEKEK 

Heye Dieken, who, since 1894, has been engaged in agricultural pursuits in 
Logan township, was born in Norden, Hanover, Germany, on May 14, 1856. In 
early youth he decided to seek a home in America, and at the age of eighteen 
he arrived in Peoria county where for  eight years he was employed as a farm 
hand. H e  then visited his native country, but after four months was 
again in Peoria county where he became employed on the poor farm, and 
after two years was promoted to the position of assistant superintendent of 
the insane department, which office he filled for five years. Subsequently he 
purchased in Limestone township two hundred acres of land which was known 
as the Walter Booth farm. Seven years later he sold the same and bought 
his present farm of one hundred and seventy-two acres on sections 17 and 8 in 
Logan township. H e  has now resided here for seventeen years. He has an ex- 
cellently improved farm and employs the latest methods in tilling the soil, one 
hundred and forty acres of the land being under a high state of cultivation and , 

thirty-two acres in blue-grass pasture. H e  engages in raising corn, oats, wheat 
and alfalfa, and also raises quite extensively horses, cattle and hogs. 

On the 26th of October, 1885, Mr. Dieken was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Davis, a resident of Limestone township. T o  this union have been born 
five children. They are: Minnie, now Mrs. Richardson; Adeline, the wife of 
Lester Quin; and Delitha, George and Carl Otto, all of whom are at home. 

In politics Mr. Dieken gives his support to the democratic party and has 
served in the capacity of road commissioner for three years and as town- 
ship supervisor for  four years. H e  is greatly interested in the cause of edu- 
cation, is now a school trustee, and has efficiently filled that office at previous 
times. H e  is a member of the German Lutheran church, and in the country he 
has chosen to make his home he is a most useful, valued and highly honored 
citizen. 

JOHN A. READ. 

Among Peoria's representative citizens John A. Read is numbered. H e  has re- 
sided continuously here since 1878 and is today proprietor of the largest auc- 
tion and furniture house in this part of the state. Aside from his business con- 
nections he is well known as a republican leader and one whose advocacy of the 
party and its principles is based upon comprehensive and thorough knowledge 
of the political issues and questions of the day. H e  was horn in Hannihal, 0 s -  
wego county, New York, July 16, 1850, and traces his ancestry back to Amos and 
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Mary (Bennett) Read, who were married about 1776. Their second child, 
Caleb, was born at Lisbon, Connecticut, November 24. 1780, and died in IVest- 
moreland, Onieda county, New York, March 15, 1849. He had been married a t  
i\lontville, Connecticut, September 6, 1804, to Miss Mary Leffingwell, a daugh- 
ter of Benjamin and Lettis (Camp) Leffingwell. Her birth occurred at Alont- 
ville or at Boswell, Connecticut, January 17, 1782, and she passed away September 
30, 1825. Dwight Ripley Read, the father of  John A. Read, was a son of Caleb 
and Mary Read and was born at Erookfield, Madison county, New York. He 
wedded Miss Margaret J. Wasson, who was born at Little Sodus Bay, Cayuga 
county, New York, in 1825, and was a daughter of George and Sallie (Brew- 
ster) Wasson, who were natives of New Yorli, born in the vicinity of Schenec- 
tady. 

When a little lad of twelve years John A. Read began to earn his own liveli- 
hood and from that time to the present has been dependent entirely upon his own 
resources. Whatever success he has achieved is the re\vard of his own labors. 
In 1867 he accompanied his parents to Peoria. and tmro years later, having reached 
the age of nineteen, he went to Kansas where, in 1872, he settled on a govern- 
ment claim in Morris county. remaining there for two years. After some time 
spent in Iowa he returned to Illinois and for a year made his home in Elmrvood, 

' 

Peoria county, where he engaged in auctioneering. H e  became an auctioneer and 
furniture dealer in Peoria in 1878 and is no\v proprietor of the largest auction 
and furniture house in this part of the state. Recently,he has extended the scope 
of his business by the establishment of a large storage and warehouse, and is 
accorded a liberal patronage in these different connections. He has labored dili- 
gently, basing his advancenlent upon the safe, substantial qualities of unfaltering 
industry and determination. H e  helped to organize the Illinois Auctioneer Asso- 
ciation and for years served either as its president or secretary. 

In May, 1887, in Brimfield, Peoria county, l l r .  Read was united in marriage 
to Miss hlarv E. Earlow and they now have five children, Mary Lillie, Emma 
Alice, ~ t e l l a . ' ~ o l ~ n  Wilbur and Sala Hamilton. J.  Wilbur is engaged in l~usiness 
with his father as an auctioneer and Sala H. is connected with the express and 
storage department of the business. 

In politics Mr. Read has always been a republican since obtaining the right 
of franchise and is today recognized as one of the active workers of the party in 
this portion of the state. H e  is a speaker of ability and pronlinence; is a wide 
reader of books, magazines and papers that deal with the chief political ques- 
tions of the day and is a student of political economy. In 1899 he was appointed 
sealer of weights and measures for Peoria but otherwise has held no public 
office. preferring to concentrate his energies upon his business interests that, 
continually growing in volume and importance, make heavy demands on his 
time and energies. 

E. H. BRADLEY, hi. D. 

Peoria has reason to be proud of the personnel of her med~cal profession and 
the ability displayed in the various lines of practice. This is an age of speciali- 
zation and the man who attains high skill is he who concentrates his efforts along 
a single line of activity, acquainting himself with everything that pertains 
thereto. This Dr. E. H. Bradley has done and his \vork in the treatment of dis- 
eases of the eye, ear, nose and throat has brought hi111 much more than local 
reputation and fame. H e  has resided in Peoria continuously since 1892 and in 
the interveniilg period of twenty years has confined his efforts alone to the par- 
ticular work in which he is still engaged. H e  was born in the eastern part of 
Ontario, Canada, September 18, 1861, and is a son of J. A. Rrndley. The father 
\vas a leading citizen of his to~vn,  where he carried on merchandising and also 
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served as postmaster for about fifty years. There Dr. Bradley was reared and 
attended the public schools, continuing his education in the Sydenham (Ontario) 
high school, from which he was gradtlated with the class of 1880. Thinking to 
find broader and better business opportunities elsewhere, he then went to the 
Canadian northwest and was one of the first l~omesteaders in Saskatchewan, 
where he spent two years, after which he returned to the place of his nativity. 
Having determined to enter upon a professional career and thinking to find the 
practice of medicine a.congenia1 vocation, he soon afterward n~atriculatecl in the 
University of the City of n'ew York as a medical student. Later he entered the 
University of Vermont at Burlington ancl was graduated therefrom in 1891 with 
the Rf.  D. degree. H e  conducted a general practice in Canada for some time and 
won success in that way. His attention was more and more largely concentrated, 
however, on diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. He found that branch of 
the profession a most interesting one and his reading and study were directed 
largely along that line. In  1892 he came to Peoria as assistant to Dr. Dombrow- 
ski, a specialist in the treatment of the eye, ear nose and throat. A year later 
he was admitted to a partnership and the business connection bet~veen them 
continued for three more years. He then entered upon an independent practice, 
opening an office on his own account, and to further qualify himself for the work 
in which he was especially interested he took a post-graduate course in New York 
city at the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat College. H e  is now oculist and aurist a t  
the St. Francis Hospital and in addition he has a large private practice, which is 
constantly growing in volume and importance. H e  belongs to the Peoria City 
Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society, the American Academy of 
Ophtllalmology and Oto-Laryngology, and the American Medical -4ssociation, 
and has served both as secretary and as president of the first named. 

Not only in professional lines has Dr. Eradley proved his worth as a valued 
and representative resident here. His labors in other connections have been of 
an important character. H e  has served for four years, o r  for two terms, i s  super- 
visor of Peoria, the nomination for the office being given him without his knowl- 
edge or  consent. H e  made no canvass for the position but his personal worth 
secured his election. He served for one year as chairman of the finance committee, 
which converted the debt of two hundred thousand dollars in Peoria county 
into bonds, thus placing the finances of the county upon a business hasis. H e  
keeps well informed concerning all the significant, vital political problenls and 
is an earnest and unfaltering advocate of the republican party. 

Dr. Bradley was united In m a r r i a ~ e  to lfiss >laud Matthews, of Peoria, a 
daughter of Kewton Matthews, of t h ~ s  city. H e  belongs to the Illinois Valley 
Yacht Clu5, of which he is serving as a director, and he has also filled the office 
of club con~modore. He likewise holds membership in the Creve Coeur Club 
and is a prominent Mason, having attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite, while of the lIystic Shrine he is also a representative. His inter- 
ests and his activities are wide and varied. There is nothing narrow nor self- 
centered in his life. H e  reaches out along the lines of usefulness and his work 
in many directions has been most serviceable in the world. 

IVith the passing away of the late Ilenry lIansfielc1, Peoria lost one of her 
most substantial and pronlillent citizens. wl~ose active connection with commer- 
cial affairs and extensive business enterprises for more than half a century. ~nade  
him one of the dominant factors in promoting the yrogress and c1evelol)nlent of 
the city. The greater part of his life was passed in the state of Illinois, his birth 
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having occurred in S e w  Haven, Connecticut, on the 22d of tl\Iarcl~, 1816 He 
was a son of 1,everett and Sarah (Sanford) llmsfield, both natives of Connecti- 
cut. The father was born in Sort11 Haven in I~SG, and the mother in S e w  Haven 
on I\!tarcl~ 8, 1789. They u7ere married in Connecticut and subsequently went to 
Esperance, New York, X r .  RiIansfield being one of the pronlinent and influential 
citizens of that colnmunity until 1843. He then disposed of his interests there 
and removed to Illinois, then considered to be the far  \vest. Up011 his arrival in 
this state he first located in the vicinity of Elgin, but he later went to Princeville, 
Peoria county, and there he passed away on the 23d of December, 1868, just three 
days after the death of his wife. They had both lived to attain a ripe old age, 
being eighty-two and seventy-nine years respectively. In the paternal line Henry 
lla~lsfield belonged to one of the early colonial families of l\lassachusetts. being 
a direct descendallt of Richard JIansfield, who came to America from Devon- 
shire, England, in 1639, and located near Han~pden, I\Iassachusetts. He was the 
father of a large family, anlong his sons being one Joseph Mansfield, who became 
an extensive property holder and the owner of the famous JIansfield farm. His 
son Titus, the great-grandfather of our subject, married llabel Todd, and they 
became residents of North Haven, Connecticut, and there their son Richard was 
born. H e  chose for his wife Mary Styles and they in turn became the parents of 
Leverett Mansfield, the father of Henry Mansfield. 

Reared at home, in the acquirement of his education Henry Ilansfield attended 
the local schools. While still in his early youth he left home and went to Albany, 
New York, obtaining a position in one of the leading drug stores of that city. 
There he learned the business, continuing to remain until his health became 
affected to such an extent by the close confinement that it was necessary for him 
to procure outdoor enlployment and seeli a change of climate. He, therefore, 
joined a party of government surveyors and \vent to northern Michigan in the 
Chippewa Indian section, a hundred miles from a 11-l-hite settlement, where he 
remained for four years. IV11ile his general health was greatly improved by the 
vigorous cliillate of the north, the air and severe cold brought on throat and lung 
troubles that made it advisable for him to go to a warmer climate, so he started 
for St. Louis. The accommodations for travelers in those days bore little resem- 
blance to the luxurious trains of the present period. particularly in the more 
sparsely settled portions of the middle \vest, and the journey southward was not 
only slow and tiresome but it proved to be most exhausting. Therefore, when 
Mr. Mansfield reached Peoria he stopped over for a rest and to seek professional 
advice. He was referred to Dr. S. S. Tucker, a nephew of Dr. E.  J. Dickinson, 
and thus began the acquaintance that developed into a lifelong intimacy and a 
l~usiness connectioll that covered a period of practically half a century, having 
been ternlinated by the death of Dr. Tucker in 1888, just forty-nine years and 
nine lllonths after they first engaged in business. -is his 11ealth began to improve 
Mr. AIansfield considered the advisability of locating in Peoria, and recognizing 
that there was an escellent opening he and Dr. Tucker established a drug store, 
that under their efficient nlanagenlent became one of the leading concerns of the 
kind in the city. This enterprise thrived from its incipiency. and yielded to its 
pro'prietors a nlost gratifying income. Slr. Slansfield early hegan to invest his 
surplus income in real estate. ~vhich proved to be nlost lucrative. his returns from 
this and his business together with the property that came to him by inheritance. 
maliing him one of the u-ealthiest men in the city. In the direction of his enter- 
prises he always manifested the highest standards of commercial integrity. 

Mr. 3Iansfield was t~vice married. His first ~ ~ n i o n  was 11-it11 Miss Harriet -\. 
Elting, a native of Red Hook, Dutchess county. S e ~ v  Yorl;, who came west \\-it11 
her people in the early pioneer days. They located in Peoria and here Mrs. Mans- 
field was residing at the time of her marriage. Three children were born to them, 
two of \vlioin are deceased: the third, Fannie. who became the wife of 0. B. 
Blakeslee, lives in San Gabriel, California, and has t ~ v o  children, Henry M. and 
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Denison. In 1856, RIr. Mansfield married Miss Isabelle F. Servoss, a native of the 
city of Xew Yorli, and a.daug11ter of Thomas L. Servoss, and a grandclaughter of 
John Pintard, L.L. D., also of New y ~ r l i  city. Eight children were born of this 
marriage, seven of whom are still living: Louise P., who married C. W. 
Mosher, formerly of Chicago, now of Portland, Oregon; Henry, an attorney of 
Peoria; Nathaniel S. ; Eleanor T., who married J. Ilarold Ross ; Isabelle F., the 
wife of J. Lee Newton; Margaret E., the widow of I?. J. Green; Sarah Sanford, 
who became IMrs, George H.  Newton and (lied Kovember 29. 1902; and Eliza H., 
wlio is living with her mother. Mr. Mansfield passed away May 29, 1893, and is 
survived by his widow, who resides a t  I 12 Perry avenue, this city. 

During a residence here that covered a period of more than fifty years, Mr. 
Mansfield made many close and stanch friends who admired him for his wonder- 
ful business ability and the enterprising and progressive spirit lie at all times 
manifested in matters of citizenship, but most of all they esteenled him because 
of his high sense of honor, fine personality ancl liitld, generous nature. 

MARSHALL T. LOTT. 

Marshall T. Lott, a member of the banking firm of Clinch, Schenck & Lott 
of Elmwood, is a native resident of this city, born February 22, 1863. He is a 
son of William H. and Catherine (Vansickle) Lott, the father a native of Canada 
and the mother of New Jersey. The father as a young illan came to Illinois, 
locating at Elmwood, where he was married. H e  was a carpenter by trade and 
later was engaged in the grain business at Chillicothe, Illinois, where he re- 
mained for ten years. H e  then moved to Hoopeston, Illinois, where he also 
was engaged in the grain business, but after two years he returned to Elinwood 
where he purchased a farm and resided until his death. He was an excellent 
business man and was an assignee with RIr. Thomas Clinch and \Valter A. 
Clinch of the H. P. Tracy bank of Elmwood at the time of its failure. He and 
Mr. Clinch then organized the present bank with which the subject of this 
sketch is now connected. Mr. Lott was lcilled in 1887 in the Cliatsworth wreck. 
His wife is still living In their family are two sons and three daughters, all 
of whom are now living. 

Marshall T. Lott received his early education in the public schools of Hoopes- 
ton and Elmwood, completing a high-school course. Also for six months he at- 
tended the Burlington Business College. He then worked on the farm until 
1887, when he became connected with the banking business. H e  has been very 
successful in the business world, and the bank of Clinch. Schenck t% Lott is now 
one of the well known banks of Peoria county. 

In  1889 Mr. Lott was united in marriage with Miss Lucy P. I'lriley, a native 
of Elmwood, and daughter of Wilson and Rebecca Wiley, who were early set- 
tlers in this section of Illinois. T o  Rlr. and Mrs. Lott have been born two 
children: Clifford, the elder, is a graduate of the El i~~wood high school and was 
for two years a student at Knox College. He is now teaching at Lowpoint, 
Illinois. Alice is a graduate of the Elmwood high school, was for one year 
a student at Knox College and for one half year a student in the University of 
Wisconsin. She is now engaged in teaching at Farmington. Illinois. 

Politically Mr. Lott is a republican, and he served as first city treasurer un- 
der the new corporation which was established in 1892. Also he was a member 
of the board of city aldermen for ten years. Fraternally he is identified with 
the hlasons, being a member of the Shrine at Peoria. H e  belongs to the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows and was identified with the Knights of Pythias 
a t  Elmwood until the lodge gave up its charter. He is well known in the bank- 
ing world, and is a member of the Bankers Association of Illinois, also of the 
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A-\n~erican 1:anliers .Association. Mr. Lott is a lnan of admirable characteristics, 
and his banking and all his business efforts have ever been conducted on a high 
mental and moral plane. Throughout his entire residence in Elmivood he has 
always been classed with the valued citizens in this con~n~unity.  

JAMES DROXTS PECK. 

Though not a politician, James Drown Peck has beell an influential factor in 
relation to matters of public importance, particularly in his advocacy of the in- 
terests of the people in the fifty year franchise campaign. Through many years 
he has maintained a creditable position in business circles and, although now 
seventy-three years of age, is engaged in dealing in paints, oils and artists' sup- 
plies as well as doing contract painting. H e  was born in Rhode Island, Sep- 
tember 3, 1839, his parents being Leonard and Harriet (Scott) Peck, who were 
also natives of that state and are now deceased. The son was born upon a farin 
but pursued his education in the schools of Providence, Rhode Island, and there 
learned the painter's trade, which he followed in that city. After the outbreak 
of the Civil war, however, he put aside business and personal considerations 
that he might offer his aid to the government, enlisting as a member of Com- 
pany I ,  Eleventh Rhode Island Volunteer Infantry. H e  served for one year as  
a private and was brevetted sergeant of his company at  the close of the war. 
During the last year of the war he came to Peoria, having determined to make 
his home in the middle west. At  the corner of Jackson and Hale, now Glen- 
dale streets, he was located for ten years. H e  then established a paint shop in 
Dr. ?'royer7s building on Han~ilton street, \\-here the 3layer office building now 
stands, and there he conducted a painting business in connection with his partner, 
Charles Frazier. H e  then established an independent enterprise on South Adams 
street and later purchased a store at Kos. 103 and 106 IIain street. There for 
a number of years he conducted a general painting business, also dealing in 
paints, oils and artists' supplies. At length he removed to No. 208 Main street, 
where he continued the sale of paints and artists' materials for twenty years. 
Recently he has removed to No. 21 I South Madison avenue. The old-time paint- 
ers of Peoria are James D. Peck, John A. Cush and Richard 34cBurnie-all 
veteran business men of the city whose activity has been a factor in the in- 
dustrial development here. For years Rfr. Peck has been a large employer of 
labor, utilizing the services of a number of men in the execution of his paint- 
ing contracts. His work is seen in various sections of the city and he is a t  all 
times accorded a very liberal patronage, which is well merited. 

Mr. Peck has been married twice. In 1864 11e wedded Miss Harriet -4. 
N'oodberry. This was after  he had enrolletl as a soldier of the Union army 
and he ran a1i7ay in order to wed the lady of his choice. They adopted three 
children but two died in childhood. The other, Sellie June. becalme the wife of 
Oliver Eoynton, of St. Ignace, Michigan. and departed this life seven years 
ago, being survived by her husband and two sons. Having lost his first wife, 
l l r .  Peck married Mrs. Louisa Demorest. and they no\\, resitle at  S o .  229 Sor th  
Eliza!)eth street. 

Mr. Pecli has never been a clul) Illan but he maintains pleasant relations with 
his old army comrades through his membership in Bryner Post. G. .A. R. H e  
has never been a politician in the usually acce~~ted  sense of that term, yet he 
was elected and served for two years as a member of the city council from the 
fifth ward durinq the time of the fifty year franchise campaign, in \vhich he 
fully demonstrated his loyaltv to the people and their interests. H e  has ever 
closely studied vital and significant questions of the day and has given his sup- 
port to many measures which he has believed to have appreciable values in 
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municipal .affairs. H e  belongs to the First Congregational church and has 
served on both the board of trustees and the hoard of deacons. H e  has thus 
worked earnestly for material, political and moral l~rogress and a well spent 
life has established him high in public regard, while his record as a citizen has 
proven him to be as true and loyal to the ~velfare of his coui~try in days of 
peace as he was in times of war. 

CAPTAIN H E S R Y  DETIVEILLER. 

Captain Henry Detweiller, deceased, who was the founder of the Detweiller 
Ice Company, which has its offices a t  108 South Adams street, has been a resi- 
dent of this city since 1837. H e  was born June 19, 1825, in Lorraine, which 
was then a province of France but now belongs to Germany. His parents were 
Christian and Catherine (Shertz) Detweiller, both of whom were natives of 
France. The father was engaged in farming, milling and in the transportation 
business there, in which occupations he accuillulated a large fortune. H e  owned 
three large estates, situated in different parts of the province, at which he 
lavishly entertained the gentry and nobility for weeks at a time, according to 
the custom of that day. During the l i a r  of 1812 and 1513 he met with great 
reverses, and he passed away in 1832, a poor man. 

Henry Detweiller remained in his native country until 1837, when he came 
to America together with his mother and three sisters, reaching New York 
after a voyage of sixty-eight days. Then the family made their way to Peoria 
to  join a brother, John Detweiller, who had located in this city in 1833. Their 
journey from New York to Peoria covered a period of forty-two days. They 
traveled from New York to Rochester and thence to Buffalo by canal, from there 
by way of the lakes to Cleveland and then to Cincinnati by canal. From there 
they went by boat down the Ol~io  river to the Mississippi and then up the Illinois 
to  Peoria, which at that time was a village of about twelve hundred inhabitants. 
During the following year the mother and one sister passed away. After coming 
to Peoria, Mr. Detweiller attended school and clerlied for his brotl~er, who 
kept the St. Croix tavern on JVater street, which was then the principal street 
in Peoria. Afterward he clerked in a shoe store for Charles \IT. McClellan and 
later for Samuel Voris & Company, receiving as compensation six dollars per 
month. The business of Peoria ~irith the outside world was at that time chiefly 
transacted by water, and Mr. Detweiller conceived a strong desire to become a 
pilot on the river. Accordingly he entered the employ of John Frink, of the 
firm of Frink & Walker, and became employed on the steamer Frontier, which 
was then running as a mail and passenger pacliet from Peoria to Peru. Through 
the liilldness of Mr. Frink, the captain instructed Mr. Detweiller in the work of 
operating the boats and he was soon appointed as second pilot. He was upon this 
boat, the Frontier, when it was sunk by the steamer Panama, which ran into it at 
the "Towhead" above The Narrows. This occurred in the early morning of Sep- 
tember 2, 1842, just after the Frontier had left the village of Little Detroit, ~ v l ~ i c h  
was then situated on the eastern shore of the river but 1~11ich has since entirely dis- 
appeared. By running the boat ashore at the ''Tonhead," the forty or fifty pas- 
sengers who were on board, escaped with their lives, hut the boat was a total loss. 

The companv then built a new steamer which was christened Chicago, on which 
Captain Detweiller became second pilot under his old instructor. H e  remained 
with that boat until it was withdran-n from the river in the spring of 1844. H e  then 
continued as second pilot on other boats for a year. In  1847 he was made captain 
of the Governor Briggs, which then carried the St. Louis and Alton trade. At that 
time, owing to the war with RIexico, the boat carried many troops and much 
equipment from Alton to Jefferson Barracks, below St. Louis. I n  1845 and 
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1849 he acted as first pilot on different boats. The latter year was remarkable 
for the epidemic of cholera which broke out in St. Louis and hundreds were 
dying there daily. People were leaving the city upon boats as rapidly as possi- 
ble and Captain Detweiller continued at his post until one night, while taliing 
the steamer Danube to St. Louis, he was suddenly stricken with cholera, super- 
induced by overworlc and loss of sleep, and had just time to ring the stopping 
bells before he fell to the floor of the pilot house. Fortunately, a pilot on the 
R'Iississippi was on board and he took charge of the boat. Captain Detweiller 
was then removed to Peoria, where for nine months he was unable to resume . 
his duties. His captain at that time was stricken with cholera, died from the 
effects and was buried in Pekin. 

From 1850 to 1860 the river business between the north and the south was 
very large. During these years Mr. Det~veiller acted in the capacities of pilot 
and captain on a number of boats on the Illinois and Mississippi rivers. In 
1856 he became part owner of the steamer hlovastar and in 1857 became the 
sole owner of the steamer Minnesota. During his last years upon the river he 
frequently had Abraham Lincoln as a passenger and came to know him well. 
In 1862 he offered his services to the government and was sworn into service at 
St. Louis. He  was assigned to the command of the United States steamer Jen- 
nie Lind and was ordered to Cairo to await the arrival of the fleet with General 
Pope's troops from Island No. 10. The Jennie Lind was detailed as a dispatch 
boat to the flagship, accompanying the fleet up the Tennessee river to Pittsburg 
Landing. Later on Captain Detweiller was with the fleet a t  Memphis. In 1863 
he was transferred to the United States steamer Yankee, of which he had charge 
*until the close of the war, and was attached to the fleet a t  the fall of Vicksburg. 
While managing the government transports he performed much important and 
often hazardous service. So great was the danger to which his boat was ex- 
posed during these perilous years that Captain Detweiller was compelled to 
adopt various schemes to evade the enemy and often his boat was disguised 
as a gunboat. The Yankee was never seriously disabled, although often fired 
upon, and the last important service of the boat was to take a cargo of horses, 
mules and stores, valued at two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, from St. 
Louis to New Orleans. The boat was fired upon, but the cargo was at  length 
safely delivered in n'ew Orleans. After the war Captain Detweiller was in 
charge of the steamer Beaver until 1874. 

Captain Detweiller abandoned the work on the river in order to give his 
entire attention to the ice business, in which he had engaged in 1870 in partner- 
ship wit11 N. L. Woodruff. In December, 1576. Captall1 DetweilIer severed his 
connection with Mr. IVoodruff and the business has been conducted ever since, 
either in his own name or under the name of the Det~veiller Ice Company. 

On the 5th day of Xovember, 1848, Captain Det~veiller wedded Nagdalena 
Eachman, the marriage heing celebrated at the home of his sister in Woodford 
county, Illinois. Mrs. Det~veiller was also a native of France. To this union 
seven chilclren were born, three of 1~11orn are yet living; Tllon~as H.. -1melia 
&I., and lfathilda E. The son, Thonlas H. Det~veiller, has since 1903 been the 
president ancl nlallager of the Detweiller Ice Company, and under his capable 
direction the business has steadily increased. Xrs.  Detweiller passed away 
December 10, 1888. and her cleat11 was a severe l>lom to her husband, as she 
had ever been in all respects his true helpmate. She was in her home not only 
a devoted wife and motl~er, but was a useful member of society. Iiindl!~, chari- 
table and helpful to all 1vho were in trouble or in want. She was active in 
charitable \170rli and \\-as connected with the Il'omen's Christian Home JIission 
2nd with the \Vomen7s Relief Corps, 

Captain Detn-eiller died in Peoria on ,April 2 ,  1903. He  had taliell no active 
part in his husi~iess for sotne years before his death, leaving everything to the 
management of his son. His life was a laborious one. and beset with as man? 
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hardships as fall to the lot of illost pioneers. Yet, through it all he bore himself 
1;onorably and with characteristic geniality and maintained that pleasant kindly 
character which endeared him to all with whom he came in contact. As an evi- 
clence of the confidence his fellow citizens placed in his integrity, he was elected 
six times to the office of city treasurer without his seeking and even against 
his personal desire. Fraternally he belonged to the Odd Fellows and was a 
charter member of the Cryner Post, Yo. 67, G. A. R. and was an active ille~nber 
of the Creve Coeur Club. For thirteen years, he was president of the Old 
Settlers' Association of Peoria. H e  cast his first vote for General Taylor for 
president in 1848 and since the organization of the republican party was ever 
one of its ardent supporters, believing its principles most conducive to goo4 
government. He resided in Peoria for over three-cjuarters of a century, and 
during that time he witnessed its development from a village to the present 
beautiful city and during his life-time contributed his full part ro the general 
growth. It  may be said of him, as of very few men, that he had not a single 
enemy in the city of Peoria, or anyone who entertained aught but the liinde~t 
sentiments toward him. His disposition was genial and kindly and his efforts 
were to help rather than to mar the fortunes of any man or wonlan. H e  was 
a man of decided character and strong convictions, but willing that other men 
should enjoy the same right and freedom of thought and action which he 
claimed for himself. Such evenly balanced characters are rare, and when we 
see them, we cannot refrain from expressing our appreciation of them and our 
commendation of the men or women who bear then?. If there were more men 
like Captain Detweiller, it would be better for the community, for the state 
and for the nation. 

EDWARD E. CAREOUR, 31. D. 

There is probably no calling, either in business or the professions which 
necessitates the possession of so much strict integrity, sci-uplousness and thorough 
mastery of detail, 011 the part of its members. as does the practice of medicine. 
The physician often holds the lives of his patients in his hands. Upon his skill, 
his fertility of resource, his calmness in a crisis, life itself depends. Therefore, 
a doctor should regard his profession as a high and honorable one, and his 
worthy practice of it, a sacred debt which he owes to humanity. A doctor of 
this high class is Edward E. Carbour, one of the most able physicians of this 
city. 

Dr. Earbour has offices at 427 Jefferson building. Peoria, and has since 1903 
done a general practice, specializing in obstetrics. H e  was born on the farm of 
his father in Carroll county, Indiana, January 10, 1869, his father, Reuben D. 
Carbour, being a prominent agriculturist. Here he was reared close to the heart 
of nature, and grew to manhood. H e  attended the public schools and attained 
proficiency in the cominon branches of English learning. Later he extended 
his education by attending night school in Indianapolis and when he had fitted 
himself to do so, took up the study of medicine on September I j. 1895, which 
he cliligentlv pursued until ;\larch 22, 1899, wl~en he was graduated from the 
Physio Medical College of Indianapolis. Indiana. After his graduation. he be- 
gan the practice of 111s profession in Putnanl county. Illinois, where by his pro- 
fessional skill he achieved success and by his personal magnetisnl forilled inany 
lasting and pleasant acquai~ltanceships. Desiring a larger field for his chosen 
life work, in 1903 he settled in Peoria. During that year, he took post-graduate 
work in the Chicago Polyclinic and since that time has been engaged profes- 
sionally in this city. H e  is on the staff of St. Francis Hospital of Peoria, acts 
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as health officer at Averyville, a suburb north of Peoria, and is also president of 
the Averyville board of education. 

On August 25, 1892, Dr. Barbour was married to Miss Sadie ;\I. Kendall 
of Indianapolis, Indiana, a daughter of John 11. and Mary (IVilletts) Icendall. 
They became the parents of one son, Orville E., who was born in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, on June 25, 1893, and who graduated from Western Military Academy, 
at Alton, Illinois, in June, 1912. Dr. Barbour's first wife died March 22, 1900, 
and on December 24, 1901 he was again married. His second wife was 11iss 
Cleopatra Axtell of Tipton, Indiana, a daughter of John IVand and Sarah (Alc- 
Farland) Axtell. 

The Doctor is a member of the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois- 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. H e  has attained 
the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite in Masonry and is also a member 
of the Mystic Shrine. H e  likewise belongs to the Knights of Khorassan, and 
is past chancellor cominander of Calanthe Lodge, S o .  43 of the Knights of 
Pythias. He is active in the Independent Order of Red Men and several other 
fraternal orders, besides being a prominent member of the Y. 11. C. A. and 
the Peoria Acsociation of Con~n~erce. As a citizen. Dr. Earl~our is universally 
esteemed, always sustaining the character of a true man. His business trans- 
actions, like his professional duties, are always conducted on the principles of 
strict integrity, and he is kind in his relations and conduct to~vards all. 

JOHX K. GRAST. 

John R. Grant, who is serving in his third year as superintendent of streets of 
Peoria, has made his home in thls city for twenty-six years. H e  has been a life- 
long resident of the county. He was born on his father's farm in Limestone 
township, July 19, 1861, and is a son of Peter and Catharine (Ritchie) Grant. 
The father not only was an agriculturist and owned and cultivated a tract of 
land in Limestone township but also owned and operated coal mines there. In 
1858 he removed from Belleville, Illinois, to this county and was thereafter 
closely and pron~inently associated with business interests. 

The usual experiences of farm life came to John R. Grant in his boyhood 
and youth while spending the period of his majority upon his father's farm. 
He attended the country schools and also a night school but as soon as old enough 
to begin work he was assigned certain duties on the farm which he performed 
through the summer seasons and in the winter months worked in his father's 
coal mines. His boyhood was therefore a period of earnest and unremitting toil 
and brought to him an understanding of the value and effectiveness of earnest 
labor. H e  has devoted a number of years of his life to public service and for 
some time was employed by the Park board of Peoria before entering upon his 
present position as superintendent of streets. H e  has done excellent work in 
this connection and during his administration Inany improvements have been made 
in the thoroughfares of the city. 

In 1886 occurred the marriage of Mr. Grant and Miss Catharine Botzenhardt, 
also a native of this county. They have become parents of five children but Ben, 
the eldest, was drowned at the age of ten years and Elsie, the youngest. died 
when about nine months old. Those still living are Fred, Joseph and Janet. 

Mr. Grant is a member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity and his political 
allegiance has always been given to the republican party. H e  has ever taken an 
active interest in city and county politics and was a delegate to the famous "lock- 
out" convention at Springfield in 1904. H e  served on the village board of trus- 
tees of South Peoria in 1595-6 and through his efforts and influence the village 
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was annesed to the city. I-Ie has a wide accluaintance throughout the entire 
county and his circle of friends is an estensive one for his reliability and personal 
worth and his social, genial nature have gained for him the warm regard of all 
with whom he has come in contact. 

JOHN A. SCHKEIDER. 

John A. Schneider is con~illissioner of buildings a t  Peoria and for a long period 
has been identified with building operations in this city. He has filled hls pres- 
ent position since May 4, 1909, under appointment of hfayor Woodruff, and the 
record which he has made in this connection is most creditable. H e  was born 
in 1849, soon after his parents landed in America on their immigration to this 
country from Germany. H e  is a son of Bernard and Anna Schneider, who 
established their home in the Empire state, where the son was reared. H e  pur- 
sued his education in the schools of New Yorlc city and of Albany, New York. 
H e  was a youth of seventeen years when, in 1866, he came to the middle west 
with his parents, settling in Peoria, at which time he began providing for his 
own support by working at the leather trade. H e  spent two years in that way 
and then began work at the builder's trade, serving an apprenticeship with his 
brother-in-law, V. Jobst. After completing this apprenticeship he worked as a 
contractor and builder in Chicago and in the west for  five years but returned to 
Peoria on the espiration of that period and for  twenty years was foreman for 
his brother-in-law in the contracting and building business. H e  then embarlced 
in the same line of business on his own account and was well known in that con- 
nection at the time that he accepted his present office. H e  has erected many 
substantial structures here and his labors have brought him excellent returns. 
His knowledge of the trade in all of its departments well qualifies him for the 
duties that devolve upon him as comn~issioner of buildings. 

In 1880, in St. Louis. llissouri, l l r .  Schneider was united in marriage to 
Miss Elizabeth Renth and unto them have been'born two sons, George. and Oscar. 
Fraternally Mr. Schneider is coilnected 1vit11 the IIasons and the Maccabees and is 
loyal to the teachings and tenets of those organizations. He started out in life 
with no special advantages and has worlied his way steadily upward by his own 
merit and capability, reaching a creditable position in business and official circles. 

CLYDE E. STONE. 

Tudicial honors have come early to Clyde E. Stone but public opinion is 
unahimous in that they are well deserved. Nature equipped him with keen men- 
tality and he has wisely and conscientiously used the talents which came to him 
as a birthright. No outside aid or influence has favored him and in a profession 
~vlrhere advancement depends solely upon individual merit he has gained distinc- 
tion and honors. On the 8th of Xovember, 1910, popular suffrage called him to 
the office of county judge and on the 3d of December following he took his place 
upon the bench and has since administered the law in the county court. 

Judge Stone is yet a young man, having been born in Mason City, Illinois, 
March 23, 1876. His paternal grandfather, William A. Stone, was one of the 
pioneers of this state, settling in Menard county in 18.35 upon his removal to ' 

Illinois from Kentucky. H e  was, however, a native of Virginia. During the 
period of his residence in this state hc followed farming and aided in replacing 
the evidence of frontier life by the improvements of modern civilization. His 
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son, Claudius L.  Stone, was born and reared in Menard county and for thirty- 
five years engaged in farming in Mason county, after which he put aside the work 
of the fields and retired to Mason City where he is now filling the position of 
postmaster. H e  has ever been a respected, worthy and honored resident of his 
community, influential in public affairs. He wedded Mary Marot, a native of 
Illinois, and unto them were born s is  children of whom four are yet living: Wil- 
liam E., a practicing attorney of Mason City; Arthur L.,. who is agent for the 
Chicago & Alton Rallroad a t  Peoria; Clyde E., of this revlew; and Hal M., who 
is master in chancery at Eloomington, Illinois. 

Spending his youthful days on his father's farm the rural schools afforded 
Judge Stone his early educational advantages which were supplemented by a 
course of study in the high school of Mason City, from which he was in due time 
graduated. H e  afterward took up the profession of teaching which he followed 
altogether for six years in Mason county, but regarded this merely as a prepara- 
tory field for the practice of law. Thinking to find the work of the legal pro- 
fession more congenial and hoping also to find it more profitable, he entered 
the University of Illinois for a law course and was graduated therefrom on the 
10th of June, 1903. In May of that year he had been admitted to the bar and 
in less than 3 nlonth after his graduation came to Peoria, arriving in this city 
on.the 1st of July. Here he entered into partnership with I. L. Fuller, the pro- 
fessional relations between them continuing until the 1st of January, 1906, when 
Judge Stone entered into partnership with Joseph V. Graff, who for sixteen 
years was a member of congress. They practiced together until Judge Stone's 
election to the bench on the St11 of November, 1910. From the 1st of June, 1906, 
until the 1st of January, 1 9 9 ,  he had been first assistant state's attorney. While 
in college he was a member of the Phi Kappa Sigma, the Phi Delta Phi law fra- 
ternity and the Scl~olarship fraternity, Theta Kappa Nu, membership in which 
depends upon the grades made in the class room. -As a lawyer Judge Stone soon 
demonstrated his ability to handle intricate and involved problems of jurispru- 
dence and to accurately apply the principles of the law to the points in litigation. 
His preparation of a case was ever thoroug!l and comprehensive, his presenta- 
tion clear and forceful and his decluction loglcal. H e  is seldom, if ever, at fault 
in the citation of principle or precedent and his success is due above all other 
things to his indefatigable industry. He enjoyed a large and distinctively rep- 
resentative clientage until his election to the bench, since which time he has 
presided in able, dignified manner over the sessions of the court. His decisions 
indicate strong mentality, careful analysis, a thorough knowledge of the law and 
an unbiased judglllent and, moreover, he possesses that self-control which enables 
him to lose his individuality, his personal feelings, his prejudices and his peculiar- 
ities of disposition in the dignity, impartiality and equity of the office to ~vllich life, 
probity, right and liberty must look for  protection. 

On the 14th of November. 1900, Judge Stone was united in marriage at 
Havana, Illinois, to Miss Jessie Erowning, a daughter of the late Joseph and 
Lucy E. (Harpham) Ero\vning. Her father was a native of llassachusetts and 
was educated in an eastern university and also in study abroad. For some years 
he was a professor of languages in different educational institutions but later 
took up the study and afterward the practice of medicine. His wife is a native 
of Mason countv, Illinois, and is still living in the old home in which she was 
born. Judge and IIrs.  Stone have become the parents of two children: Claudia 
E., four years of age; and Inez Browning, who is but two years of age. Both 
Tudge and Mrs. Stone are people of benevolent spirit and he is serving as a 
member of the board of directors of the Associated Charities. His recognition of 
the universal brotherhood of mankind is manifest in his membership in the 
Masonic fraternity in which he has attained the Knight Templar degree and has 
also become a member of the Mystic Shrine. He is further connected with the . 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Modern 
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woodmen of America, and is popular in all those organizations. When Judge 
Stone arrived in Peoria on the 1st of July, 1900, he knew no one in this city 
save his law partner. His individual worth and ability soon won him the respect 
and confidence of the people of the county and led to his selection for judicial 
honors. H e  early demonstrated his ability as an organizer and leader and in . 
his campaign for county judge showed that he could lead what others regarded as 
a forlorn hope and achieve victory. The same qualities have made him a promi- 
nent factor in republican circles. H e  is aggressive yet never to the point of in- 
fringing on another's rights; it is an aggressiveness of an enterprising spirit and 
a firm belief in the course which he has followed. That his mind has a strong 
judicial cast is indicated by the work which he has thus far done on the bench and 
which indicates a masterful grasp of every problem presented for solution. 

COLONEL Jr-IAIIES POWELL. 

A picturesrjue and interesting figure on the stage of action in Peoria for many 
years was Colonel James Powell of the United States army, who was a veteran 
of the Mexican and Civil wars and one of the noted Indian fighters in the cam- 
paigns which subjugated the red race and led to the extention of civilizing influ- 
ences into the west. His life history if written in detail would prove a thrilling 
one, giving a picture of every phase of warfare in which this country engaged 
save that which brought independence to the nation. 

Colonel Powell was a native of Ellicotts Rlills, NIaryland. H e  was born May 
12, 1831, of the marriage of Samuel and Mary (Kelley) Powell, the former an 
architect and bridge builder. The son pursued his education in the schools of his 
native state and from early youth was interested and stirred by tales of military 
prowess. At the age of sixteen years, therefore, he enlisted in the Eleventh 
United States Infantry for service in the hlexican war, going to the front during 
the last year of that struggle in the land of Montezuma. Again his patriotic 
spirit rose paramount to all else when the country became involved in Civil war 
and in May, 1861, he was appointed second lieutenant in the Eighteenth Ohio 
Infantry. tliith that command he went to the front and on the 21st of October, 
1862, he was promoted to the rank of first lieutenant. Subsequently he was 
brevetted for gallant and meritorious service at the battle of Chickarnauga 011 the 
29th of September, 1863. H e  participated in the Atlanta and Jonesboro cam- 
paigns and on the 1st of September, 1864, was brevetted major for distinguished 
gallantry. H e  was given his captaincy on the 9th of September of  the same year. 
His military duty was of a varied, important and arduous character. At the 
close of the war he ranked as major and continued in the service of the regular 
army. In August. 1867, he was brevetted lieutenant colonel for bravery dis- 
played during the engagement with the Indians at Fort Philip Kearny in Dakota 
territory. In 1868 he was retired on account of wounds received in battle with 
the red men. H e  was one of the most noted officers of the army who participated 
in the campaigns against the Indians. In General Dodge's Thirty Years of In- 
dian War are found several accounts of engagements in which Colonel Powell 
was the commanding officer. Experience not only tat~ght him how to meet his 
fellow countrymen on the battlefields of the south, where was established the 
supremacy of the federal government, but also how to meet the wily savage who 
seldom faces tiis foe in the open but, skulking behind trees, bushes and rocks, 
takes his enemy unawares if possible. Colonel Powell became thoroughly 
acquainted with the methods of warfare as followed by the Indian and it was this 
which made his work on the western frontier so successful. While guarding a 
fort in Wyoming he was attacked by a band of Indians and made breastworks of 
wagon beds behind which his men fought for hours. The official report says that 
over two hundred Indians were killed but a surveying party says that the Indian 
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losses were fully eight hundred. I t  was soon after this ellgagen~ent that Colonel 
Powell was ret&ed on full pay. Thus was ended his military service, which dis- 
played many brilliant features, ~vhile a t  the same time he was connected with 
mucll of the difficult and arduous campaigning on the western frontier. 

After his retirement Colonel Powell paid a visit to Peoria, intending only to 
remain a short time, but 11e and his wife were so pleased wit11 surroundings and 
conditions in this part of the state that they resolved to reillain and he purchased 
a farm in Putnanl county, on which he resided for a few years. Later he disposed 
of that property and came to the city of Peoria, where he lived retired until his 
death, which occurred on the 16th of April, 1903. I t  was wounds wl~icll he sus- 
tained at the battle of Chickamauga that practically caused his retirement from 
the ariny. 

On  the 16th of August, 1851, occurred the marriage of Colonel Po\vell and 
3li.s Anna hl. Stewartson, a daughter of Richard and LAnna (Mitcheson) Stew- 
artson, who were natives of England and on coming to -America settled in Sew-  
buryport, I\IassacIiusetts, while subsequently they established their home at Union- 
town. Pennsylvania. Colonel and Mrs. Powell had an extensive circle of warm 
friends in Peoria. 

His political allegiance was given to the republican party, which was the 
defense of the Union in the dark days of the Civil war and which he always 
regarded as the party of reform and progress. H e  never ceased to feel the 
deepest interest in military affairs and held menll,ership in the ,Army of the Ten- 
nessee, in the Old Sailors and Soldiers Union and in the Grand ;irmy of the Re- 
public. H e  ever maintained his soldierly bearing and air of coinmalld and yet 
he was a most genial gentleman, winning friends wherever he went and gaining 
high regard by reason of his fidelity to all those qualities I\-hich in every land and 
clime awaken respect and confidence. H i s  record is, indeed, a creditable one- 
veteran of two of the most important wars of the country and four times brev- 
etted and promoted hy the governnlent for gallant, rneritorious service during 
the contest between the north and the south. I-le nras also an active participant 
in the can~paigning against the Indians in Colorado and JVyoming. Then he 
retired to enter upon the pursuits of civil life and the same spirit of fidelity to 
duty characterized him in every relaiton to the end. 

\IIILLIARI H. MOORE. 

\Villiam H. Moore, member of the Peoria bar, has for three te rn~s  filled the 
office of city attorney, being elected to that position for the term beginning ill 
hIav, 1905, and retiring from the office in May, 1911. Six years before he was 
firsf called to the position, he began practice in Peoria. having heen admitted to 
the bar on the 7th of June, 1899. Five days later he arrived in this city and 
has since heen a representative of the legal profession here. Mr. Moore was 
born on a farm in Douglas county, Illinois, December 31. 1570, and is a son of 
George W. and Martha (Shields) Moore. The father is a farmer by occupa- 
tion and still makes his hoille in Douglas county, where for many years he has 
carried on general agricultural pursuits. 

The  usual experiences that fall to the lot of the farmer boy came to 1I:illiam 
H. kfoore in his boyhood and youth. After  attending the country schools he be- 
came a pupil in the Kortnal school at Dixon, Illinois. and during tlle periods of 
vacation he worked upon the home farm, early becoming familiar with the duties 
and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist as  he plows and plants the fields 
and cultivates the crops. H e  felt that he would prefer a professional to an 
agricultural life, ho~vever, and with this end in vie\\- lie hecame a student in 
the Kent College of Law, at Chicago, where he remained for  a year. H e  also 
studied under James 14. Rice. a lawyer of Iowa, for  three years. and also spent 
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two years as s law student in Dison, Illinois. As previously stated, he ~ v a s  ad- 
mitted to the bar on the 7th of June, 1899, and immediately afterward came to 
Peoria. Here he began practice, proving his merit and ability in the resultant 
work which he did in connection with the courts. After about six years' prac- 
tice he was called to the office of  city attorney and the excellent work which he 
did in that position is manifested in the fact that he was twice reelected. In  
I Iay,  1911, he retired from the office as he had entered it-with the confidence 
and good will of the great majority. H e  then joined the law firm of Sucher & 
illcSemar, already well established in business, and to the firm style his name was 
added, so that the partnership is now known as Sucher, RfcNemar & Rfoore. 
They are engaged in general practice and their work in the courts has given them 
an enviable reputation. 

On the 22d of A~gt t s t ,  1906, I I r .  Moore was united in marriage to Miss 
Grace Aldrich. who died on the 12th of March. 1910. His fraternal relations 
are with the Masons, the Knights of Pythias and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. In the first named he has advanced to the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite ancl he is also a member of the Mystic Shrine. H e  likewise be- 
longs to the Creve Coeur Club and is \\Tell known socially in Peoria, where he 
has an extensive circle of warm friends. 

COLOSEL FREDERICK H. SMITH.  

A republican leader of Illinois, a financier and business man of large and 
varied interests and factor of equal importance in social circles, Colonel Fred- 
erick H .  Smith belongs to that class of American citizens who are making his- 
tory. H e  was born in Euffalo, New York, a son of William Henry Smith, who 
was for many years general manager of the Lacliawanna Railroad Company and 
a leading figure in railroad circles. Liberal educational privileges were accorded 
him and following his graduation from De lreaux College at Niagara, New 
York, he decided to start out independently and test the worth of his own force. 
H e  came to Peoria in 1888 and was soon established in business as the general 
agent of a fast freigh) line representing eastern railroads. In the fall of 1897 
he retired fro111 that business but it was only to take up work of a more extended 
and important character. H e  is the vice president of the Dime Savings S; Trust 
Company, vice president of the Merchants National Bank, a director of the 
Peoria Railway Terminal, a director of the Peoria Gas & Electric Company and 
a director of the AIcCoy IVholesale Grocery Company of Peoria. H e  is also 
heavily interested in timber lands in the state of Wisconsin and in Washington as 
ivell as being a director in a number of large lumber interests in the north. H e  
has done nluch as a promoter and the practical force of his well formulated plans 
has brought substantial results of value to the city as well as to himself. Colonel 
Smith is very ~videly known in political circles. H e  became interested in local 
politics in early manhood and his opinions have carried weight with the repub- 
lican leaders of this state. In 1897 he was selected a member of the staff of 
Governor Tanner and was comn~issioned with the rank of colonel. Governor 
Yates reappointed him to the position and in that connection he widened his ac- 
quaintance among the political leaders. In  1900 when the republican state con- 
vention convened in Peoria he was selected as a delegate from the fourteenth 
congregational district to the republican national convention of that year and was 
made a member of the committee on rules and order. in which connection his serv- 
ice awakened general commendation and satisfaction among the party throughout 
this state. In  1908 he was named as a presidential elector from Illinois and cast 
his vote for  Theodore Roosevelt. In 1908 his executive ability in politics was 
recognized by his selection as chairman of the finance committee of the national 
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republican central committee, a position which he filled so capably that he re- 
ceived national prominence in the party councils. Governor Yates in 1901 ap- 
pointed hirn commissioner to the Charleston Esposition and he was elected pres- 
ident of the commission, having charge of the Illi~lois department during the 
continuance of the exposition. H e  nras awarded a gold medal for distingulshed 
services by the directors of the exposition. 

H e  has served as chairman of the republican central committee and chairman 
of the judiciary committee of the fifth district and in both connections has 1-en- 
dered excellent service to his party. One of Colonel Smith's marked character- 
istics is the fact that he sees things to do and does them. H e  is clear-sighted 
and far-sighted. H e  has a firm grasp on the great questions before the people 
today and possesses a thorough knowledge of the needs of his co~lgressional dis- 
trict. Colo~lel Smith has received the nolnination for congressman. KO Inan 
is better fitted to capably and intelligently represent his district. I-Ie has never 
before been a seeker for office but has assisted scores of other men to election. 

On the 27th of May, I S ~ I ,  Colonel Smith \vas married to 1Iiss Sarah Crock- 
way, of Saginaw, Slichigan. I t  ~voultl seeill that Colonel Smith's intense activ- 
ity in business and political lines nroultl leave him little opportunity for other 
intei'ests and yet he is one of the leaders in the social and especially the club 
life of Peoria. H e  was president of the Kic1;apoo Club, is president of the 
Country Club, has also been similarly honored two times with the presidency o f  
the Creve Coeur Club and at the ending of the last term was tendered a compli- 
mentary banquet by three hundred of Peoria's leading business men and the pres- 
ident of the Illinois Country Club Association. H e  acted as the first vice president 
and in 1901 became president of the Peoria Conlmercial Esposition and Carnival 
Xssociation. The fine home which he purchased on the bluff has been the 
scene of many attractive social functions over ~vhich Mrs. Smith has presided 
with gracious hospitality. while Colonel Smith ably plays the part of .senial. cor- 
dial host. Perhaps no better estinlate of his character and his abil~ty can be 
given than in the words of one who, writing for the local press, said: "In the 
ability to adapt himself to every important situation, social, political. civic and in 
those affairs involving a state and national interest. Colonel Fredericli H. Smith 
occupies a position all his own. I t  was concecled to him years ago by the people 
of Peoria and he has continued to nlaintain it jvithout a shado~v of a question. 
H e  has tact, the grace, the faculty of meeting every emergency, the diplomacy that 
wins over every difficulty, the aggressiveness which knows no defeat and all the 
manly qualities that count in summing up the constituents of a leading character 
such as every conlmunity absolutely recluires. For many years Colonel Smith has 
by popular consent occupied this position and is today in line for greater oppor- 
tutlities. Thus f a r  his career has been one of uninterrupted success and the 
qualities that have made it so are still dominant and insure its continuation." 
All this is due to the fact that he is a man of highly balanced capabilities and 
powers, with a strong character that inspires confidence in others. 

SHERAIXS W. ECKLEY. 

The excellent condition of Peoria's streets is due in no small measure to 
Sherman LV. Eckley, who has been the promoter of much of the paving done in 
this city in the last few years. He  brings to his public work the energy and en- 
terprise of a keen business man combined with the patriotic devotion to duty 
that has always been one of his characteristics. lioreover, he enjoyed the public 
confidence ancl regard as a leading business man of this city for many years. 

was here born February 27, 1866, the son of Jacob IV. and Barbara (\Veid- 
ner) Eckley. The  father was born at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, July 12, 1834, 
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and his life record sl~anned the intervening years to the 29th o i  Octol~er, 1899, 
when he passed to his final rest. His wiie was a native of Reading, Pennsyl- 
vania, and they were married in Philadelphia, removing westward to I'eoria in 
1855. The father was a carpenter by trade, becoming senior partner of the 
firm of Eckley & IlcKinzie, in which connection he was active in the I~uilding 
of most of the houses on the bluff. They erected the Griswold, Cooper and other 
fine residences, well li110w11 in those days, and were prominent factors in building 
operations. About twenty years prior to his death the father retired, the fruits 
of his former toil supplying him with all of the necessities and many of the 
comforts of life. In the family were four children: Oscar, Lillie. Sherman W. 
and Kate, the elder daughter becoming the wife of Thonlas West. 

After leaving the high school of Peoria Sherman Eckley became a pul~il in 
Cole's Business College and then turned his attention to the contracting busi- 
ness, especially in the line of brick work. He devoted fifteen years to that in- 
dustry and then turned his attention to the jewelry business at S o .  I305 South 
Adams street. He not only thoroughly acquainted himself with that trade but 
also pursued a complete course in the Horological School of Peoria and has con- 
tinued in that field of endeavor to the present time. 

Aside from winning a place among the stlccessful and resourceful business 
men of the city Mr. Eckley has become well known in political circles as a re- 
publican leader. He has'always served as a com~~litteeman from his district 
and has been particularly active in the efforts to better conditions along many 
lines. His practical knowledge of brick laying was one of the features which 
secured his appointment to the position of sewer inspector under Mayor \Vood- 
ruff during his first term. H e  served in that position during the mayor's 
first and second terms and during his present or  third term received the appoint- 
ment of commissioner of public works. He is president of the board of local 
improvements and in that connection has exercised his official prerogative in 
support of many works of value to the city. Under his guidance the greatest 
amount of work on the streets within a given period has been done. Under his 
direction Harrison. Madison and Perry streets and Ealier avenue have all been 
paved with asphalt, covering sixty-four thousand, one hundred and twenty square 
yards in paving three and three-fifths miles. Repair work to the extent of ten 
hundred and sixty-three square yards has also been done and sixty-six thousand. 
two hundred and eighty square yards of brick pavement has been laid in different 
parts of  the city. The creosote block pavelllent put down tlndec the direction 
of 51r. Eckley covers fifteen thousand, six hundred and forty-seven square 
yards, but perhaps the greatest work accomplished under his direction has been 
the laying of eighteen miles and eleven hundred and twenty feet of six-foot 
cement sidewalk. The bridges are under his official care and the 111ost rigid in- 
spection is being put on the new bridge, R4r. Eckley paying a daily visit thereto 
in order to inspect and pass upon the work and the materials used. In the near 
future University street will be opened up. The hill is being leveled from a 
seventy-five-foot embankment and a roadway will be built opening up University 
street to Mechanicsville over a concrete bridge which for  years has stood thirty- 
five feet in the air. In the summer of 1912 Mr. Eclcley expects to build a levee 
that will be modern in every particular and will cost about fifty thousand dollars. 
To this he also expects to give his personal supervision, seeing that the city shall 
receive full value for  money expended. He is also considering the wishes of the 
people concerning paving to be done on East Bluff and is carrying forward the 
work as rapidly as practicable. In the paving work he has changed all of the 
old forms of continuous mixers of concrete which must now be so mixed as to 
produce uniform values and give to the property owners the best for their money. 
The opening of Jefferson avenue is another of the most important improve- 
ments that have come before the local hoard, and hlr. Eckley may be called the 
father of this proposal. H e  has been agitating this public measure on various 
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occasio~ls in public gatherings as a long-felt want and its realization f nu st be 
largely credited to his efforts. 

1Ir.  Eckley is pleasantly situated in his home life, having in 1911 wedded 
l l r s .  Margaret Reitz, of Peoria. He has a very wide acquaintance in this city 
where his entire life has been passed and where his sterling personal worth has 
gained him a large circle of warm friends. S o  better testinlonial of his efficient 
public service could be given than the fact that the mayor has, during the three 
years of his term, called him to public office, placing him in positions of trust 
and responsibility. 

J X l I E S  -4. CAMERON. 

James A. Cameron is the senior member of the law firm of Cameron & Cameron, 
his associate being his son, Glen J.  Cameron. The father is one of the older and 
most honored members of the Peoria bar, where he has practiced since the 8th 
of September, 1873. He was that year admitted to the state bar and in iA~~gust 
arrived in this city. He needs no introduction to the readers of this volunle, 
because his professional labors and his devotion to high standards of citizenship 
have made him well known here. H e  was born on a farm in Fulton county, 
Illinois, October 16, 1845, and is a son of John and Isabella (Tulloch) Cameron, 
both of whom were natives of Scotland. They became pioneer settlers of this 
state, establishing their home in Fulton county in 1834. just two years after the 
Black Hawk war had put a termination to Indian supremacy in Illinois. Fron- 
tier conditions were everywhere prevalent and the family shared in the hard- 
ships and privations of pioneer life in an attempt to establish a home in a new 
and undeveloped region. I n  1847, when James A. Cameron was two years of 
age, his parents removed to a farm about ten miles west of Peoria, settling in 
Limestone township. The mother died during the infancy of her son and the 
father was afterward married in Peoria county, to Isabella Cameron, who, 
though of the same name, was not a relative. 

James A. Cameron was reared on the old homestead in this county and the 
experiences of farm life early became familiar to him, as he assisted in the 
work of field and meadow. He attended the country schools and afterward had 
the benefit of instruction in Monmouth College, thus laying a good foundation 
for his legal knowledge in his broad literary course. H e  read law at Ottawa, 
Illinois, under the direction of Alexander T. Cameron, a cousin and also in Peoria 
with J. K. Cooper as his preceptor. As previously stated,' he was admitted to 
the bar in September, 1573, and has been in continuous practice in this city ever 
since. H e  continues in the general practice of law. is strong in argument and 
logical in his deductions, while in the application of a legal principle he is sel- 
do111 if ever at fault. 

On the 1st of January, 1873. in Peoria. l I r .  Cameron was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Amelia Trial, of this county, her father being William D. Trial, a 
very early settler of Hollis township. who arrived here in the '20s. The only 
child of this marriage is Glen J., who attended the public schools and entered 
lTalparaiso Colleqe! of Indiana. He afterward studied in the Law University 
at Champaign, Ill~nois, and was admitted to the bar in 1906. H e  then re- 
turned home to enter into partnership with his father and the law firm of Came- 
ron & Cameron ranks among the foremost representatives of the profession in 
Peoria. Their work has been marked bv unfaltering devotion to the interests 
of their clients and yet thev have never-forgotten that they owe a still higher 
allegiance to the majesty of  the law. Tames -A. Cameron is a member of the 
Beta Theta Phi. a college fraternity. His interests are broad because his read- 
ing has been wide and because his recognition of  the responsibilities and oppor- 



162 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

tunities of life is a correct one. H e  never fails to cooperate in public measures 
where the welfare of the city is involved or where the interests of the individual 
citizen might be advanced. He coilltnands the respect or all who know him and 
is best lilied where he is best kno~vn. 

HON. BERNARD CRERIER. 

Prominent among the citizens who have contributed to the upbuilding and 
prosperity of Peoria is Eernard Cremes, who came with his parents to Xillerica 
from Germany in 1854, settling first in IVisconsin. Ten years later Peoria en- 
rolled him as one of her citizens and, associated with four of his brothess, he 
took charge of the Peoria Demokrat, of which he has since been editor and busi- 
ness manager. The paper had then been in existence for four years, having 
been established by hlvis Zotz in 1860. That it is a leading German paper of 
central Illinois has become a recognized fact. It  has been made both the nlirror 
and the molder of public opinion. Typographically correct from the modern 
standpoint of progressiveness, its influence is what has made it a great journal, 
its editorial discussions of vital questions, and its principles constituting a dynamic 
force in shaping public thought and action among the German-American res- 
idents of this part of the state. 

In business circles, too, Mr. Cremer is equally well and widely linown and 
has contributed in substantial measures to the financial development of the city 
as one of the organizers of the German Bank, which has since developed into the 
German-American National Eanli, of which he was president for twelve years. He 
became one of the directors of the Merchants Sational Eanli and in 1886 greatly 
assisted that institution in tiding over a serious crisis in its affail's, gro~ving out 
of the depletion of its capital through embezzlement hy a trusted en~ploye. He 
nTas the organizer of the German Fire Insurance Company of Peoria in 1876 and 
since 1883 has been its president. This company paid over a half inillioil dollars 
for fire losses in the San Francisco disaster. Mr. Cremer was one of the orig- 
inators of the company u-hich built the Grand Clpera House and in other fields 
his labors have been equally effective and far reaching in results. 

As a political leader RIr. Cremer has long been widely known and his party 
made him its nominee in 1878 for the legislature. Following the election he 
took his seat as a member of the twenty-second general assembly and was ap- 
pointed to some of the most important committees of the house. Mr. Cremer is 
interested in philanthropic, church and hospital work and is an adherent of the 
Catholic church. He serves as secretary of the library board and is the only 
living member of the original hoard. As journalist, as financier and as citizen 
Bernard Cremer has made a record which might well be emulated by others who 
in so doing would produce a higher standard of manhood and of citizenship. 

ISAAC W. DONMEYER. 

Whether .standing in life's sunshine or its shadows, whether meeting ad- 
versity or prosperity, Isaac Mr. Donmeyer faced every condition as a man. 
Strong and noble were his purposes and lofty his ,principles and yet he never 
took to himself especial credit for what he had accomplished. H e  lived his life 
day after day content to. do the duties that devolved upon him to the best of his 
ability and as the years passed the simple weight of his character and ability 
carried him into important public relations. For fifty-six years he figured 
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actively in connection with the milling business, spending much of this time 
in Peoria, where as one of the members of the firm of Donmeyer, Gardner 8; 
Company he developed the extensive interests of the Jiienna mills. 

-4 native of Pennsylvania, Isaac W. Donmeyer mas born in Lebanon county, 
April 22, 1838, and came of German ancestry. His parents ~vere 1Iichael and 
Barbara (Wolf) Donmeyer. The family was established in America in colonial 
days and the great-grandfather was a soldier of the Revolutionary war. The 
father was a scholarly man, who devoted his life to the profes~ion of teaching 
and gave his children the best educational opportunities possible although finan- 
cial conditions made it imperative that they start out in the business world at an 
early age. Isaac W. Donmeyer was a lad of only ten years when he took up 
the task of self-support. H e  filled such positions as he could secure and about 
the time he attained his majority sought the opportunities of the growing middle 
west, believing that his chances for advancement were better there than in the 
older and more thickly settled states of the east. H e  had first been employed at 
the age of ten years as a boy on the towpath of the Schuylkill canal and at 
sixteen years of age had worked his way upward to bo\vman. The following 
year he entered upon an apprenticeship to the miller's trade and thorougl~lp 
acquainted himself with the business, which was the source of his prosperity 
throughout his after life. Removing westward to Indiana, he rented a small 
flouring mill and in its operation secured good financial returns. Subsequently 
he removed to Quincy, Michigan, where he continued in the milling business. 
and later he became a resident of Woodbine, Iowa, where he owned and operated 
a mill that was afterward destroyed by fire, causing him considerable loss. He 
then returned to Quincy, Michigan, and later went to Terre Haute, Indiana, 
where he formed a partnership with Willard Kidder, with \vhoin he operated a 
mill for three years. In June, 1879, he became a resident of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and established the Broadway mills, of which he was proprietor until the fall 
of 1882. 

That date witnessed the arrival of Mr. Donmeyer in Peoria, for he had here 
purchased the Vienna mills from George Cos. In the following year he mias 
joined in business by R. G. Gardner and Washington Gates under the firm name 
of Donmeyer, Gardner & Gates and thus continued for ten pears, when Mr. 
Gardner purchased the interest of Mr. Gates, after which the business was con- 
ducted under the firm style of Donmeyer, Gardner & Company. One of the 
local papers said of Mr.  Donmeyer at the time of his death: "He was one of 
the best equipped men for the milling business in this state. He was a practical 
miller, a sagacious business man and familiar with every detail of the milling 
processes from the ?owing of the grain to the delivery of flour to the consumer. 
As one of the proprietors of an extensive industry and a member of the Board 
of Trade for twenty-eight years he was a moving force in the colnmercial life 
of Peoria and I~is  unswerving integrity and conscientious business methods 
commanded the esteem and confidence of all with \vhom he was brought in contact 
and assisted materially in the progress of the citv. In his passing, the city of 
Peoria as well as those who are associated with him in business and social and 
fraternal organizations have sustained a heavv loss." 

During the first period of his residence in Quincy. llichigan, Mr. Donmeyer 
was united in marriage on the 7th of August. 1865. to 3liss Ellen 11. Clizbe. 
who still survives him, together with two sisters. AIrs. -4ngeline Rohland, of 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania, and Mrs. Katherine Gingrich, of Reading, Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Donmeyer was a prominent Mason, being identifed with the craft for forty- 
three years. H e  held membership in Illinois Lodge, No. 263. F. 8 A. 3I . ;  at- 
tained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite in Peoria Consistory; and 
was also a Kniqht Templar of Peoria Commandery and a noble of Jlohammed 
Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He likewise held tnembership in Electa Chapter. 
0. E. S., to which Mrs. Donmeyer still belongs. Since the death of her husband 
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Mrs. Donmeyer has made arrangelllents whereby she will lnake a bequest of one 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars for the erection of a lnelnorial to his 
lnenlory. This sum is to be given to the local chapters of the Eastern Star for 
a pernlanent home, the only recluest acconipal~ying the gift being that the ashes 
of her husband, herself and their one child, a daughter, may always be kept in 
that shrine as long as the building shall stand. In their travels Mr. and Mrs. ' 

Donmeyer had been   no st cordially received and entertained by members of the 
hlasonic fraternity in various cities. 

In his life Mr. Donmeyer exemplified the beneficent spirit of the craft, which 
recognizes the brotherhood of mankind and the fatherhood of God. I-Iis politi- 
cal indorsement was given to the republica~~ party upon cluestions of national 
importance but at local elections he cast an independent ballot. H e  belonged 
to the Peoria Board of Trade and was active in support of many tneasures and 
movenlents instituted for the welfare and upbuilding of the city. In his youth 
he was confirmed in the German Lutheran church but later he and his wife be- 
came members of the First Presbyterian church of Peoria and for eighteen 
years he served as one of its trustees and during his last two terms was president 
of the board. I3e contributed generously to the support of the church and did 
everything in his power to advance its upbuilding and extend its influence. All 
who knew him admired his rugged honesty and his upright character. He was 
generous to a fault and Inany have reason to bless him for his timely assistance in 
an hour of need. He proved himself, indeed, a friend to the poor and needy 
and it was well kno\vn that he never turned one from his door empty handed if 
he was worthy of aid. Mr. Donmeyer was firm in his deterlllination and con- 
victions and strict and exacting in his business dealings, He was never known 
to take advantage of another in any trade transaction and he required the same 
strict honesty from others. To  his employes he was not only just hut kind and 
considerate and they had for him the greatest admiration and respect. Of him 
it may be said that he was a lover of truth, a doer of deeds and a devotee of 
manly principles. H e  passed aw:y on the 10th of February, 1911, and press and 
people united in speaking of him in terms of praise and honor. His friends 
were many and the high regard tendered him was the expression of an appre- 
ciation of the upright, honorable life he had lived and his sterling pri~lciples 
of manhood and of character. 

FREDERICK TRACY. 

Frederick B. Tracy, serving for the second term as city clerk at Peoria, has 
in public office made an excellent record, characterized by thorough understand- 
ing of the duties that have devolved upon him and promptness and efficiency in 
their execution. T o  him a public office is a public trust, and it is well known 
that no trust reposed in Frederick B. Tracy has ever been betrayed. 

Mr. Tracy, who is one of New England's native sons, was born in Ellington, 
Tolland county, Connecticut, September 3, 1852. His parents were Addison L. 
and Ann L. (Chester) Tracy, who were residents of Tolland county in which 
the town of Ellington is located. In the year of their son Frederick's birth, 
however, they sought a home in the middle west, taking up their abode at Elm- 
wood, Illinois, where the father engaged in merchandising. Some years after- 
ward he and his wife went to Florida where they spent their remaining days. 

Frederick B. Tracy is the only surviving child of that marriage. The public 
schools of Elll~wood afforded him his early educational privileges n-hich were 
supplemented by a course in I h o x  Academy a t  Galesburg, Illinois. H e  entered 
business life in the capacity of clerk in a general store at Elmwood, and came 
to Peoria in 1890 to fill the position of deputy circuit clerk, in which capacity 1le 
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remained for one term. H e  then turned his attention to the insurance business 
which he followed in connection with other lines of activity until elected city 
clerk of Peoria in the spring of 1909. That his course was creditable and com- 
nlendable is evidenced in the fact that he was reelected in 191 I ,  and is the present 
incumbent in the office. H e  is methodical in the discharge of his duties and has 
carefully systenlatized the work of the position. He is a stalwart advocate of the 
republican principles and along legitimate lines does all he can to further the 
interests and promote the success of his party. 

In 1878, at Elmwood, hlr. Tracy was united in marriage to hfiss Xary E. 
Rogers, a daughter of Henry P. Rogers of  Peoria county, who engaged in the 
lumber business at Elmwood. Her mother bore the maiden name of Annie \Yilkin- 
son and was a resident of Farmington, Illinois, prior to her marriage, having 
come to this state from Xew York. Unto Mr. and Rfrs. Tracy have been born 
two children: Annie C., who is now a teacher in the public schools of Peoria; 
and Frederick I?., Jr., connected with the public utilities at hluncie, Indiana, as 
a member of the Central Indiana Gas Company. 

Fraternally Mr. Tracy is identified with the LSasons, and has attained high 
rank in that order. In 1901 he served as master of Illinois Lodge, KO. 263. 
A. F. & A. 14 .  at Peoria. He is also a member of the A4ncient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite, Valley of Peoria, and of AtSohammed Temple, A. A. 0 .  N. hI. S. 
In his life he exemplifies the beneficent spirit of the craft which recognizes the 
truth of universal brotherhood. H e  has attractive social qualities which render 
him a companionable man and the circle of his friends is constantly increasing 
as the circle of his acquaintance broadens. He is well known as a leading re- 
publican of Peoria county, and one to whom the public may look with confidence 
and trust as an able official. 

SAMUEL WOOLNER, JR. 

As a prominent representative of real-estate holdings, of banking investments 
and of distilling interests Samuel Woolner, Jr., is well known. H e  is capable of  
controlling in~portant and mammoth business concerns, of formulating well 
defined plans and of executing these with results that add not only to individual 
success but also to general prosperity. His business activities on the whole have 
been features in the growth and material progress of Peoria, where the greater 
part of his life has been passed. H e  was born July 4, 1866, in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, a son of Adolph and Antonia Woolner. The removal of the family to this 
city enabled him to pursue his education in the ward and high schools here until 
his graduation from the latter with the class of 1853. H e  after~vard went to 
Ithaca. Kew York, where he entered Cornell University, and was graduated with 
the class of 1588. He has since been engaged in the distilling business and in 
other enterprises. H e  entered upon the former in connection with his father, 
the founder of the IVoolner Distilling Company, under which nalile an enter- 
prise of extensive proportions has been developed. H e  acquainted hilnself with 
the trade as a factor in executive and administrative control and eventually was 
called to the presidency of the company. He is lilcewise a director in \-arious 
other business concerns which are features in the commercial, industrial and 
financial activity of the city. He has made extensive investments in real estate 
and in 1)anl;ing and at one time mras a director of the llerchants Sational Ihnk 
of Peoria and also was vice president of the Central Railway Compnny. 

In  Scranton. Pennsy11-ania, on the 12th of Octol~er, 1898. Mr. IVoolner was 
united in marriage to Miss Jlartha I\.loses, a daughter of R.  JSoses, and they 
noi17 have two children, Gladys T. and Adolph 11. In social circles the family 
is well kno~vn and the hospitality of their home is most attractive. Mr. \\roolner 
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is prominent in democratic circles and has done much t~ shape the policy of his 
party here. I-Ie was fornlerly chairman of the city and county committee, also 
a member of the denlocratic state central committee and has been a delegate to 
state and national conventions of his party. ,At all times he keeps thoroughly 
informed concerning the vital and significailt pro1)lems of the country and in 
this connection stands abreast with the best thinking men of the age. His posi- 
tion in business circles is further indicated hy the fact that he has been honored 
by the election to the presidency of the Peoria Coard of '"rade; nor is he neglectful 
of his religious duties, being vice president of the congregation of Anshai ilmeth. 
H e  is likewise a proillinent member of the Independent Order of E'nai Erith, of 
which he several times served as president. He belongs to the Creve Coeur and 
the Country Clubs of Peoria and to the Illinois Athletic Clul~ of Chicago. H e  
is vice president of the Xational TVholesale Liquor Dealers' Association and is 
now serving his third term. He is a man of nlost courteous inanners yet firm 
and unyielding in what 11e helieves to be right. In various lines he has, indeed, 
won success and distinction, yet in all he wears his honors \\-it11 becoming modesty. 

HENRY TITLARD l17ELLS. 

Henry lVard Wells, a distinguished la~vyer, la\\-malier and author, whose 
contributions to the literature of the profession are regarded as of a nlost valu- 
able nature, entered into active connection ~i-it11 the Illinois bar in 1555 and fro111 
the close of the war until his death was a l>rominent practitioner of Peoria. H e  
was born in Pulaslii, S e w  York. June 20, 1833. His father. Colonel iiiells, an 
Englishman by birth, married Julia Tracy. a daughter of Dr. E. Tracy, of Middle- 
town, Connecticut, and gsailddaughter of General Artemas 11-ard. 

In his youthful days Henry IV. l iel ls  I~ecame a resident of Illinois, pursuing 
his education in the schools of Galesburg. lV11en still quite young he came to 
Peoria and entered the employ of Pettingell & Cabc~cli, with 1~11om he remained 
for a year, receiving a hundred dollars as compensation for his services. I t  was 
his ambition, however, to enter up011 a professional career and in 1850 he attended 
the National Law School at Callston Spa, S e w  York, where he was graduated 
with the class of 1853. He then returned to Illinois and further cont~nued his 
law studies by entering the office of Johnston k Elaliesley, well known attorneys 
of Peoria, in the spring of 1854. The period there passed brought to him practi- 
cal as well as theoretical linowledge and experience. and in 185 j he opened a law 
oflice in Cambridge, Henry coutlty, Illinois, where he continued in active practice 
until after the outbreak of the Civil war. 

At the second call for troops Mr. IITells offered Ilis aid to the government, 
enlisting as a member of Company D, One Hundred and Twelfth Illinois Infan- 
try. He was promoted to the ranlc of major on the staff of General Tillson, who 
commanded the defense at Knoxville. H e  afterward served on the staff of Gen- 
eral J. D. Cox, of Ohio, and took part in all the battles from Buzzards Roost to 
the capture of Atlanta. H e  was thus often in the thickest of the fight and was 
always faithful and loyal to his duty, ~vhether on the firing line or the lonely 
picket line. 

At th6 close of the Civil war Mr. lvells established his home in Peoria and 
from that time forward until his death was a distinguished representative and 
honored member of the bar of this city. His practice was of a most important 
character and indicated his thorough and comprehensive knowledge of various 
departments of the law. Furthermore, he was called to aid in framing the laws 
of the state, being elected a member of the convention which formed the Illinois 
constitution of 1870. His authorship included a work entitled Mechanics' Lien, 
also a volume on Patent Law and another entitled Wells on Replevin. H e  stood 
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among the foremost representatives of the Illinois bar, his ability conlmanding 
the admiration of his colleagues and contemporaries. IVhile he was most faithful 
to the interests of his clients he never forgot that he owed a still higher allegiance 
to the majesty of the law. He won his success through wisely and conscientiously 
using the talents with which nature had endowed him, ever recognizing the fact 
that careful preparation must precede the successful presentation of a cause in 
the courts. 

iVhile a resident of Cambridge, Illinois. Mr. II'ells was married, on the St11 
of September, 1859, to Miss Demaris C. Showers, a daughter of ,Alexander Hardy 
and Lucy &'I. Showers, ~vho  are no\\- deceased. She holds membership in the 
First Congregational church and also in the Peoria IVon~an's Club, the nlotto of 
~ v l ~ i c l ~  is "To help another from what one has or is, is the most 11oble deed." 
The club works for the best interests of Peoria in meeting its needs and beautify- 
ing the city, and with this work Mrs. \lJells is in hearty sympathy. 

In  his political views Mr. \Yells vTas an earnest republican, feeling that the 
platform of the party contained the best principles and elements of good govern- 
ment. H e  belonged to the 3Iasonic fraternity and he was a Inan of kind and 
gentle nature who ever ~vished to do justice to all. He ~ v a s  very fond of chil- 
dren and took great interest in them. H e  loved art and was considered an expert 
judge on art works. For eighteen years he served as a member of the library 
l~oard and was greatly interested in all that tended to inlprove the literary tastes 
of the general pul~lic. In fact, his influence was alnays on the side of progress 
and improvement and his sympathies and aid were given to those activities which 
work for the material, intellectual, social and moral uplift of humanity. His 
character and reputation were above reproach and he was honored no less for 
his personal traits than for the position of prominence to which he attained in 
his profession. 

JUDGE HEZEKIAH MORSE WEAD. 

Illinois has always been distinguished for able jurists and attorneys, many 
of whom have achieved distinction. Among those who were well known at an 
early day and who labored persistently and conscientiously for the upbuilding 
of the state, especially in its educational and judiciary systems, was Judge Heze- 
kiah RI. Wead, for many years a prominent lawyer of Peoria, Illinois. 

Judge Wead possessed an analytical nzind, a comprehensive kno~vledge of 
the fundamental principles of law, a clear judgment, ~vhich made hiin not only a 
formidable adversary at the bar, but also gave him distinction, while on the bench. 
H e  cultivated the talent of espressing himself clearly in few words, a habit 
which enabled him to present an argument forcibly and convincingly. 

Judge Wead was born in Sheldon, Vermont, J~u le  I ,  1810. HIS ancestor, 
Samuel Wead, of huguenot descent, ulas one of the early settlers o f  Danbury, 
Connecticut, a member of the general court and a prominent citizen. After the 
burning of Danbury by the Eritish, the family removed to New York, where in 
one of the many "patent" disagreements of that state, they lost nearly every- 
thing and settled at Lanesboro, PIIassachusetts. 011 Silver street, where the house. 
built by Jacob Wead, grandfather of Hezekiah. still stands. Jacob took part 
in the Revolutionary war, but later, boundary controversies drove the family to 
Vermont, where Samuel Wead, son of Jacob, married Rebecca Morse, daughter 
of Rev. Daniel Moss, whose ancestors were prominent in the upbuilding of 
New Haven, Connecticut. They incorporated the town of LVallingford. and at 
least two of them fought in King Philip's \var, while another joined the crusaders 
and assisted in the capture of Jerusalem. 

Having learned what he could at the public schools of Sheldon, Judge Wead 
took a short course at Castleton Academy, 1-ermont, and then engaged in teach- 



iug, while preparing for his chosen profession of la\v. In 183A1e was admitted 
to the bar both in \-ermont and Kew Yorli and in 1840, in search of wider op- 
portunities, he went to Illinois and settled at  Lewiston. Here he ~von  distinc- 
tion as an able practitioner, xvas elected judge of the circuit court and became a 
member of the state constitutional convention of 1847, aiding 11y his legal knowl- 
edge in framing the organic laws of the state and assisting materially in solving 
many of the problems which came before the convention. In  1855 11e removed 
to Peoria, where he soon gained a large and representative practice and where 
he was regarded as one of the most capable lawyers of central Illinois. In  civic 
affairs, he always took a keen, vital interest, and throughout life manifested a 
spirit of zealous participation in the larger affairs of the community. 

I t  is interesting to note that in 1576, he published in the Peoria Daily Trans- 
cript a series of articles in which he earnestly advocated the sul~mission of state 
laws, and particularly. of all city ordinances, to a vote of the electors to be 
affected thereby before they should become valid; a theory of legislation now 
much discussed, and growing steadily in popular esteem, but then quite generally 
regarded as an impracticable theory. 

In 1841, Judge Wead married Miss Eliza Young Emery, a scion on her 
father's side of an old family, running back through colonial days to England 
and thence to Kormandy; on her mother's side she is a descendant of Elder 
William Brewster, of n'layflower fame. Of this union four children survive, 
two daughters and two sons, one of whom, Judge S. D. VCTead, has followed in 
his father's footsteps in the practice of the law. Judge H. ;\I. Wead died XIay 
10, 1876, and his wife, February 10, 1887. 

J O S A T H A N  L. PLUi\fi\lER, 11. D., AND AMZI S. PLUhIXIER, M. D. 

The history of Drs. Jonathan L. and Amzi S. Plummer is unique in that 
father and son pursued their college medical course at the sanle time, were 
graduates in the same class and have since practiced together in Peoria for  a 
period of fourteen years, having well equipped offices in the German Fire In- 
surance building and also an ofhce a t  1315 n'lain street. Eoth father and son, 
in the course of their long career as practitioners, have achieved distinct success, 
and are now looked upon as among Peoria's most able and prominent physicians. 

Dr. Jonathan L. Plummer was born upon a farm in Westnloreland county, 
Pennsylvania, near West Xewton, Kovember 18, 1847, and is a son of i i i l l iam 
and Sarah Elizabeth (Robertson) Plumrner. The father disposed of his farm 
during the boyhood days of his son and removed with his family to a farm in 
Jefferson county, Ohio, near Steubenville. There the boy was reared, meeting 
with the usual experiences that come to the lad who spends his youth a n i d  rural 
surroundings. He  attended the district schools and in the summer months aided 
in the work of plowing, planting, and harvesting. He then pursued an academic 
course a t  Richmond College at Richmond, Ohio. H e  also studied medicine with 
his brother, Dr. T.  R. Plummer, at  Triyoli, Illinois, and later under two pre- 
ceptors in Ohio. Two of his brothers died \vl~ile surgeons in the arnly during 
the Civil war. Owing to poor health, he was obliged to discontinue his studies 
and adopted farnlirlg as  a teillporary vocation to give him the benefit of outdoor 
life, that he might recuperate his health for  the furtherance of his future pro- 
fessional work. In the fall of 189s. he entered the college of Physicians and 
Surgeons a t  St. Louis, accompanied Ily his son, both taking up the study of medi- 
cine and graduating together with the class of 1898. 

On the 6t11 of Fehruary. 1873, occurred the tnarriage of Dr. Jonathan L. 
Plutnmer and Miss -Alice R. IYorthington, a native of Pennsylvania, \\rho, how- 
ever, was a resident of Peoria n7he11 they were married. They have but one 



child, Dr. Amzi S. Plummer, who was born Deceinber 26, 1873, in this city. He 
attended school here and also pursued a course in Hedding college at -4blngdo11, 
Illinois, and in Crown's Business College at Peoria. He then spent three years 
as pharmacist for Charles Fisher & Company, pronlinent druggists of this city. 
H e  subsequently accompanied his father to St. Louis, where they entered the 
college of Physicians and Surgeons, father and son pursuing the full three years' 
course together, after which they were graduated in 1895, this being the only 
case on record, so far as is known, where father and son completed a full course 
together. They then opened an office in Peoria, where they have since en- 
gaged in practice. Dr. Jonathan L. Plumtner had previously had some esper- 
ience as a general practitioner in Kansas. Their work in this city has been 
crowned with a substantial measure of success, they being now accorded a liberal 
practice which brings to them good returns. 

Dr. Amzi S. Plumnler was married in September, 1911, to Miss Eessie I. 
Pitney of Peoria, a daughter of I. R ,  and Alary Hopkins (Hall) Pitney, the 
former a conductor on the Rock Island Sr Peoria Railroad. Coth father and son 
are members of the Masonic fraternity, and Dr. Xnlzi S. Plumiller also belongs 
to the Peoria City and the lllinois State Medical Societies. They are also mem- 
bers of the First Presbyterian church and their lives are guided by high and 
honorable principles. They are in hearty syinpathy in their purposes, plans and 
ambitions and since coming to Peoria they have made continuous progress along 
professional lines. 

Dr. AIilo T. Easton, physician and surgeon, who is also city bacteriologist, 
came to the starting point of his career well equipped by thorough training,. and 
in the intervening years has been a close and discriminating student, clu~ckly 
adopting thosc methods and measures which his judgment sanctio~ls as of value 
in the work. He is proud of his native city, and on the other hand, Peoria is 
glad to number hiin among her native sons. H e  \vas born September 29, 1884, 
of the marriage of 0. 11. and Della (Tripp) Easton, both of ~vhom were rep- 
resentatives of old American families that were early established in Peoria. 
Here Rlilo T. Easton was reared, his boyhood and youth being unever~tfully 
passed, his time being largely given to the acquirement of his education in the 
local schools until he was graduated fro111 the Peoria high school in the class of 
1901. H e  worked in a drug store in the city for about a year and then entered 
the Northwestern Jledical College 1vhe11 but little more than seventeen years of 
age. H e  \vas the youngest member of his class but this did not prevent his 
thorough and systeinatic work leading hit11 to his graduation in 1906. H e  was 
afterward house physician at the Cook County Hospital in Chicago for a year 
and a half and during that time also engaged in teaching: giving instruction con- 
cerning the diseases of the chest at the College of Physicians and Surgeons. His 
active practice in the hospital and his work as an educator mere both acceptallle 
and further qualified hill1 for the professional duties which have devolved upon 
him since he entered upon active practice in Peoria. While he continues in gen- 
eral practice, he has also done considerable t~licroscopic worli and his skill in this 
particular is i~oted by the profession, as well as by the general public. 

On the 18th of Jlay. 1910. Dr. Easton was united in marriage to Iliss I-Ielen 
Blackburn, a daughter of George 11. Elackburn. and unto them has been born 
one child, Mary Elizabeth. Dr. Easton holds membership 1vit11 the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks. Politicallv he is a republican and from -\layor \\*ood- 
rufT in 1 9 q  he received the appointment of city bacteriologist. He also be- 
longs to the Phi Beta Phi, a medical fraternity. and he is a meinber of thc Pcoria 
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City 3Iedical Society and of the Illinois State hledical Society. His reading 
enlbraces the nlost advanced writings concerning the profession, especially in 
the line of his specialty, and qt~icli to adopt new and improved methods, his 
work is at all times thorougl~ly inodern and scientific. 

J. REX SHOLL, 31. D. 

Dr. J. Res  Sholl, con~n~issioner of health of Peoria, has engaged in the prac- 
tice of medicine here since 1903, and is now serving for the second term in the 
office, his appointment coming to him from Mayor 1Voodruff. I-Ie ~ v a s  born in 
Pekin, Tazewell county, Illinois. Septenlber 7, 1880, and is therefore one of the 
younger representatives of the profession in this city. His parents are J. 11. 
and Kosie (Cluser) Sholl, who removed to Peoria when their son Rex was but 
three years of age, so that he \\-as reared in this city and is indebted to its pul~lic- 
school system for the early eclucational privileges nrhic11 he enjoyed. Gradually 
he worked his nray upward, passing throtlgh consecutive grades until his gradua- 
tion from the high scllool in 1897. Thinliing then to make the practice of den- 
tistry his life work, he began studying with that end in view in Chicago College 
of Dental Surgery, from n~lrhich he was graduated in 1901, receiving the degree 
of D. D. S. TIVO weelcs later he was made a member of the faculty, being 
appointed professor in physiology.. During the two years which he occupied 
that position he also studied n~edic~ne and thus \\on his 11. D. degree. He is a 
graduate of the Chicago I-Iomeopathic Medical College of the class of 1903 and 
of Hahnemann Medical College of the class of 1904, In April of the latter year 
he opened an office in Peoria. He has pursued a special course in electricity 
and X-ray work in the Illinois School of Electro-Therapeutics, of Chicago, and 
is now nmaking a specialty of practice of that character and also of internal 
medicine. His offices are in the Hamlin building and in the city hall. H e  main- 

' 

taitls the second office by virtue of his position of conlmissioner of health, which 
he has occupied since 1909, being kept the incuinbent in the office in the second 
term, receiving his appointment from Mayor 'IVoodruff. His \\;ork in this con- 
nection is most satisfactory and creditahle and he is one of those who is making 
his present administration in all of its departments an honor to the city. H e  
holds to high standards in his professional work ant1 is most conscientious and 
capable in the discharge of his duties. He belongs to the Peoria City Medical 
Society, the Peoria County Medical Society. the Illinois State Medical Society, 
the American PIIedical Association and is also a member of the American Public 
Health Association. Fraternally he is connected with the Eenevolent Protec- 
tive Order of Elks and socially with the Country Club, the Creve Coeur Club 
and the Peoria Social Athletic Club. His advancement for one of his years is 
most creditable, showing that his preparation was thorough and that since en- 
tering upon practice, his diagnosis of cases has been most carefully made, so 
that success has followed his administration of remedial agencies. 

LiTILLIAM T.  WHITING. 

William T. Whiting, attorney at law, and also prominently known as a worker 
in local political circles, was born upon a farm in Kicliapoo township, Peoria 
county, May q., 1850, his parents being IVilliam and Jane (Cummings) Whiting. 
The father came to this county in 1839 from Kent, England, and settled upon a 
farm, casting his lot with the pioneer residents of this part of the state, for the 
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1vork of development and improvement had scarcely been begun here. H e  
aided in the arduous task of developing new land, converting wild prairie into 
productive fields and for many years \vas numbered anlong the represetltative 
agriculturists of the c o m n ~ u n i t ~ .  I t  rvas in this county that he was married, his 
w f e  having come to Illinois in 1834 from Ohio. The father of Williatn T. 
11-hiting renlainecl a resiclent of Peoria county until his demise, passing a\bTay 
in 1896, and the nlother is still living on the old homestead farm, at  the advanced 
age of eighty-seven years. 

;is a boy 'Ivilliam T. il*hiting worked in the fields and did the chores upon the 
home place. In the winter seasons he attended the public schools but with the 
opening of spring took his place behind the plonr. However, in early manhood. 
he came to the conclusioil that he did not care to pursue agricultural pursuits 
throughout his entire life But preferred a professional career and with this end 
in view he began reading l a ~ ~ r  in the office of Judge Sicholas E. I'liorthington, 
in the spring of 1874. Later he read law with Lawrence Harman and afterward 
spent a year as a lan- student in the office of James S: Jack. H e  was admitted 
to the bar in 1876 but did not enter at once upon active practice. For four 
years thereafter he engaged in teaching school in the rural districts of Peoria 
county. H e  then tool< up the work of the profession and has been a member of 
the Peoria bar since the 1st of -August. ISSO. ~Aclvancement in  la^ is proverbially 
slow, but year by year saw an increase in his business and he has now a 
large clientage of clistinctively representative character. H e  served for  one 
term as city attorney under 1Ial;or C. C. Clark, having been called to that office 
in 1891, and something of his personal popularity and the confidence reposed in 
him by his fellow townsmen is indicated in the fact that he \\-as elected alderman 
on the democratic ticket in the fifth ~vard.  ~vhich usually gives a strong repub- 
lican majority. H e  has always practiced independently in the general field of 
law, is attorney for the Savings Cank of Peoria, has been attorney for the park 
district of Peoria since its organization and has been an advocate on many im- 
portant cases. H e  marshals his evidence lvith the precision of a military com- 
mander and never fails to give due prolninence to the important point in the case. 

Mr. Whiting was united in marriage to 1Iiss Linda Craig, of Peoria, n-110 
died in 189;. leaving two children: ;ilida, and Doctor William T. Whiting, Jr., 
who was a physician and surgeon in the lmines a t  Lafayette, Colorado. LVhile 
returning in his auton~obile f r o h ~  a professional call, Dr. IVhiting was instantly 
killed a t  an interurban railway crossing on the zcl of January, 1912. 

Mr. Whiting holds membership ~v i th  the AIasons and with the Modern Wood- 
men of America. H e  has never sought to figure prominently in public life out- 
side his professibn and yet is interested in the duties of citizenship to the extent 
of giving his aid wherever it is needed. H e  is a firm believer in democratic 
principles and, as every true American citizen should do, keeps well informed 
on the issues of the day and votes for  the candidates and the principles of his 
party. 

GEORGE E. SUCHER.  

In  the twenty years in ~vhich he has practiced law in Peoria, George E. 
Sucher has nlnde continuous progress and has now a good clientage which attests 
his position as an able and well read n~einber of the bar. He  began as a mem- 
ber of the firm of Cassidy & Sucher. On a farm in Putnam county, Illinois, his 
birth occurred on the ~ G t h  of March. 1S6j. his parents being Jacob and Catharine 
Sucher. The  usual experiences which fall to the lot of a farm boy were his. H e  
attended the country schools and afterward the public schools of Granville. Illi- 
nois, prior to entering Knos  College, a t  Galesburg, from which he was graduated 
in 1889. H e  ~vorked upon the home farm in the summer seasons and for  three 



years engaged in teaching school in the winter montlls, spending a year as teacher 
of a rural school ant1 two years as a teacher in ;lubur~l, Illinois. It  was his 
desire, however, to 1)ecome a n~emher of the legal l>rofession and with this end 
in view he read law in offices in Galesburg and Springfield. He was adnlittecl to 
practice a t  Mount TTernon. Illinois, in August, 18c)z, and immediately afterward 
came to Peoria. Here he entered into partnership with Lysander Cassidy, un- 
der the firin style of Cassidy & Sucher and together they so continued until Mr. 
Sucher was called to the office of police magistrate, which he filled from 189; 
until 1903. JIe made a creditable record in that position and on his retirement 
he formed a partnership with Joseph Wilhelm, who is now deceased. Mr. 
Sucher has not only been active in the practice of law but has also been a recog- 
nized leader in local political circles. In 1904 he was the candidate of his party 
for the office of state senator. I-Ie was declared elected but the election was 
contested and early in 1905 the contest was decided in favor of his opponent. He 
served as assistant city attorney under l i .  H. Moore. 111 1909 he formed his 
present law partnership with C. E. I\'fcSemar, and in the spring of 1911, upon the 
expiration of Mr. 1100re's term as city attorney, he, too, entered the firin, under 
the present style of Sucher, 3lcNemar & Moore. They conduct a general law 
practice and are accorded a fair share of the litigation held in the courts of tht 
district. 

Mr. Sucher was united in marriage to Miss Clara Gunn, of Putnam county, 
Illinois, and unto then1 have been born four children, Bertha. Jocob, Ralph and 
Robert. Mr. Sucher belongs to the 1\Iasonic fraternity and to the Knights of 
Pythias lodge. Outside of the strict path of his profession, however, he has 
been most active in political circles, especially in connection with local govern- 
ment. H e  has always stood on the side of progress and improvement and he 
took a very pronlinent part in the contest for  the con~mission form of govern- 
ment in Peoria in the spring o f  1911. He helieves that political power should 
l ~ e  exercised for the benefit of the people at large and not in favor of a certain 
class and has done all in his power to further good government in city affairs. 

CAPTAIN JOHN HARRY HALL. 

FVhatever success canle to Captain John H. Hall in his long and well spent 
life was the merited relvard of his earnest and persistent labor, for he started out 
empty-handed, earning his own living from an early age. He became one of 
Peoria's pioneers and was always interested in her welfare and upbuilding. His 
spirit of patriotism was manifest too when, at the alarm of war, he offered 
his services to the government in defense of the Union. 

H e  was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, May 12, 1828, a son of Captain l4'il- 
lianl A. and Prudence (Spaulding) Hall, who were natives of Connecticut and 
became pioneer residents of Chicago, Illinois. traveling overland in 1822, and 
taking up their abode in the tiny hainlet which was linown as Fort Dearborn. 
There occurred the birth of their eldest child on the 12th of June, 1823, and it is 
believed that this is the first white child born in Chicago. The little daughter 
grew to vvon~anhood and became the wife of iluren Garrett of Peoria. I n  1824 
the parents left the frontier Illinois town and returned westward as far as Cha- 
grin Falls, Ohio. A year later they took up their abode in Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, where they resided until 1829. That year witnessed the establishment of 
their home in Cincinnati, Ohio, and in 1833 they came to Peoria, arriving on tlze 
1st of September. They were among the earliest settlers here. The town con- 
tained only a few inhabitants. The Black Hawk war had occurred the previous 
year, settling forever the question of Indian supremacy in this state. However, 
there were still many evidences of Indian occupancy in Illinois, and only the 
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southern section of the state was a t  all thickly populated. T o  the north lay great 
uninhabited and unimproved prairies, save that here and there a little settlement 
had been established, constituting the nucleus of the great, enterprising cities of 
the present day. The Hall family bore their part in the hardships, trials and pri- 
vations of pioneer life, and contributed to the early development and progress 
here. The n~other, Mrs. Prudence Hall, died in 1852, but the father long surviv- 
ing her, passed away Elugust 11, 1881, having for almost a half century been a 
resident of this city. 

Captain Hall pursued his education in the public schools of Peoria, and at tlle 
age of fourteen years began clerking in the drug store of Tucker & Alansfield 
with whom he remained for four years. H e  afterward went to St. Louis and be- 
came salesman in the employ of Charles & Blow, drugests. A year later, how- 
ever, he became a clerk on boats plying between St. LOUIS and New Orleans, con- 
tinuing in that work until 1849, at which time attracted by the discovery of gold 
in California, he started for the Pacific coast, hoping to win a fortune in the 
mines. H e  lvas one of a party of sixteen who left Salt Lake City on a trail over 
which a wagon had never traveled. They carried with them forty days' rations 
Imt were one hundred and twenty-five days in making the trip. Two days before 
reaching the great desert five of the party, including Captain Hall, were sent as 
a foloril hope to secure aid for the others. This little band almost starved to 
death ere they secured assistance. They were obliged to eat a crow and a dog 
which attended them. At length, however, they saw a deer whicl~ they killed and 
\vhich furnished them food until they arrived at the mission at San Bernardino, 
California. Fro111 that point they sent l>acli supplies to the others of the party. 
Captain Hall did not meet with the success in the mines that he had anticipated 
and resolved he would depend upon the business conditions of the middle west 
for a living. Accordingly he started homeward by way of Central America, pass- 
ing through Sicaragua. At Graytown he boarded an English man-of-war which 
sailed for New Orleans, and from that point he pursued up the bIississippi and 
Illinois rivers to Peoria. For two years thereafter he engaged in farming and 
then began clerking. In 1856 he took charge of the Springdale cemetery, remain- 
ing in that position until August, 1862, when he opened a recruiting station on 
Adaills street. On the 29th of the same month he was mustered into the Union 
army as captain of Company H of the Eighty-sixth Illinois Infantry, and in Octo- 
ber the comnland was sent to Louisville, Kentucky. O n  the 8th of the month they 
participated in the battle of Perrysville, and in September, 1863, took part in the 
battle of Chickamauga. They were also in the hotly contested engagements at 
Lookout Rfountain and hlission Ridge, and in the entire series of battles before 
Atlanta. After the fall of that city Captain Hall and his company marched with 
Sherman to the sea and then northward through the Carolinas, participating in 
the engagements a t  Averyboro and at Bentonville, the latter being the last battle 
in which Captain Hall took part. H e  participated in the grand review at Wash- 
ington on the 6th of June, 1865. where thousands of victorious Union soldiers 
marched through the streets of the capital and passed the stand from which the 
president reviewed the army. 

At the close of the war Captain Hall returned home and resumed his position 
in connection with the Springdale cemetery, having charge thereof until 1873. In 
that year he became president and general manager of the old Fort Clark Street 
Railway, continuing at its head for many years, or until a few years prior to his 
death, when he retired. 

On the 16th of March, 1854, Captain Hall was married to Miss Janet G. Cov- 
entry, a native of Scotland, who still survives. They were the parents of four 
children, of whom two are living, Willis and John D. The former is married and 
has five children, Harry, Howard, Leslie, Bernice and Murray. 

Captain Hall always gave his political support to the republican party from 
the time of its formation, recognizing that it was not only the defense of the 
Union during the dark days of the Civil war but that it ever remained a party of 
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reforin and progress. His fraternal relations were with the Masons and the Odd 
Fellows, and the beneficent spirit of those organizations found exemplification in 
his life. He never sought to do anything especially great or famous but was con- 
tent to follow the lead of his opportunities, and came in time to a pronlinent 
position among the business men of the city in his connection with the street 
railway. He was ever as loyal and devoted in his citizenship as when he followed 
the old flag on southern battlefields, and the same spirit of fidelity characterized 
him in every relation through the long pears of an active and useful life which 
was brought to a close on the 13th of August, 1909, when he had reached the age 
of eighty-one years. 

WILLIAM TRAVIS IRWIN. 

Throughout the greater part of his professional career, which had its begin- 
ning in his adnlission to the bar in 1851, IVilliam Travis Irwin has 1)racticed 
in Peoria and has gained recognition as one of the able and learned lawyers of 
this city. 

The careful preparation of his cases has been one of the strong and salient 
features of his success, together with the recognition of the responsibility which 
devolves upon the lawyer in his efforts to protect life, liberty, right and property. 
Mr. Irwin was born in Dayton, Armstrong county, Pennsylvania, June I,  1Sj6, 
his parents being Joseph T. and Mary J. (Travis) Irwin. The family is of 
Scotch-Irish lineage on the paternal side, the ancestry being traced back to Ben- 
jamin Irwin, the great-grandfather who was born in the north of Ireland. H e  
became the leader of the family to America, settling in Cumberland county, Penn- 
sylvania, where his son and namesake, Benjamin Irwin, was born and reared. 
There the latter married Miss Margaret LIarshall, a native of Armstrong county, 
Pennsylvania. Although born under the British flag Benjamin Irwin, Sr., be- 
came a soldier in the Revolutionary war and rendered valiant aid to the cause of 
independence. The maternal grandparents of William Irwin were William and 
Jane Travis, both of whom were natives of Indiana county, Pennsylvania. 

Spending his youthful days in his parents' home \Villiam T.  Irwin began 
his education in the public schools of his native town and afterward entered the 
Glade Run Academy from which he was graduated with the class of 1878. Dur- 
ing vacation periods he assisted his father in the work of the home farm, and 
when his educational training was sufficient to enable him to win a certificate he 
took up the profession of teaching in the graded schools of Dayton, and in 1879 
came to Illinois, where he began the study of  law with Judge Alfred Sample, at 
Paxton, Ford county. His preliminary reading was thorough and comprehensive 
and enabled him to saccessfully pass examination which won him admission to 
the bar at Springfield, Illinois, in May, 1881. In the succeeding autumn he came 
to Peoria. and for  more than thirty years has practiced in the courts of this city 
and district. H e  entered into partnership here with Judge J. W. Cochran. and 
the association was maintained until Judge Cochran removed to Fargo, North 
Dakota. Mr. Irwin then practiced alone until 1896, when he formed a partner- 
ship with W. I. Slemmons. His preparation of his cases is thorough and ex- 
haustive, his presentation of his cause clear, forcible and logical. He is seldom 
if ever at fault in the citation of principle or precedent, and the strength of his 
defense is found in his correct application of legal principles to the point at issue. 
In 1891 he was elected city attorney of Peoria and was reelected two years later, 
rlotwithstanding that he was a republican candidate in a city which usually gives 
a strong democratic majority. The vote given him was indeed complimentary 
to his popularity and to the confidence reposed in his ability, and his record in 
office is one which gained for  him high encomiums. 
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On the 1st of June, 1886, Mr. Irwin was united in marriage to Miss Ida 31. 
Woodruff, a daughter of Kelson L. kvoodruff. Mr. Irwin was called upon to 
mourn the loss of his wife, who passed away in Peoria, on the 7th of August, 
1899, leaving one son, Joseph PV. 

Mr. Irwin has long been a faithful member of the Presbyterian church, and 
the principles which govern his conduct are further indicated in the fact that he 
has attained the thirty-third degree in llasonry. H e  likewise belongs to the 
Knights of Pythias fraternity, and enjoys the highest regard of his brethren in 
those orders. H e  is always interested in matters of progressive citizenship and 
is a cooperant factor in many projects for  the general good, yet he regards the 
practice of law as his real life .cvork, and in his chosen field of labor has won 
continuous advancenlent through merit and ability ~vhich has placed him with 
the leading lawyers of Peoria. 

G. L. XVERY. 

G.- L. Avery occupies a position of leadership as a representative of industrial 
activity in Peoria, being secretary of the Avery Company, owning and controlling 
one of the most extensive manufacturing plants in this city. I t  is true that he 
entered upon a business already established, but he has contributed to its en- 
largement and to its successful management and today there is no resident of 
Peoria who occupies a more honorable or enviable position in trade circles here. 
H e  has proven his worth in every connection, has learned the lessons which 
each day brings and has used tlie knowledge thus acquired for the furtherance 
of a business which is a feature in the general prosperity as well as in individual 
success. Mr. Avery was born in Galesburg, Knox county, Illinois, in 1879, and 
is descended in the eighth generation from Christopher Avery, the ancestral . 
line being traced down through James, Thomas, Abraham, Nathan, William 
and George to Cyrus 'finor Avery, his father. George Avery was the founder 
of the family in the west, establishing his home in Galesburg in 1837. There 
he built the second house in what was then known as Log City, in the midst of 
a tract that came to be called the Avery farm. He married Saraphena Princess 
Mary Phelps, who came to the west with her brother and mother, settling in 
Knoxville, Illinois, where she married Mr. Avery. For many years Mr. Avery 
continued to engage in general farming but at length retired and took up his 
abode within the limits of Galesburg, living on North Cherry street. There the 
'fruits of his former toil supplied him with all of the necessities and many of 
the comforts of life up to the time of his death, which occurred on the first of 
Tanuary, 1884. His wife also died at the Cherry street home. They were mem- 
bers of the First Congregational church, in the work of which they took active 
and helpful part, Mr. Avery serving as deacon for many years. His political 
indorsement was given to the republican party. In the family were six children: 
Robert H., who died September 13, 1892; Mary, the wife of W. R. Butcher, 
living at Roodhouse, Illinois ; John T.: who died August I I ,  ~ g o j .  at Galesburg ; 
Cyrus AT.; Phoebe T., who is living in Biloxi, Mississippi; and George, also of 
Biloxi. The first named and his brother, Cyrus M. Avery, uncle and father of 
our subject, were the founders of the business now conducted under the name 
of the Avery Company. Cyrus 14. Avery was educated in the public schools of 
Galesburg and Knox College, and after working with his father on the farm for 
a time engaged in manufacturing. I t  was early in the '70s that he joined his 
brother, Robert Hanneman Avery, in the establishment of a plant for the manu- 
facture of agricultural implements in Galesburg under the style of R. H. & C. 1T. 
Avery. They conducted the business there until 1882, when they renloved their 
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factory to Peoria. The following year the Avery Planter Company was or- 
ganized with a capital of two hundred thousand dollars. Ten years afterward 
the authorized capital was increased to three hundred thousand dollars and 
in 1900 the name was changed to the Avery Manufacturing Company, at which 
time the capital stock was increased to one million dollars. After the business 
was incorporated R. H. Avery became its president and so continued until his 
death, which occurred on the 13th of September, 1892. At that time C. A l .  
Avery, who was vice president, succeeded to the presidency and remained at 
the head of the business until his death. From the time of the removal of the 
plant to Peoria he divided his time between that city and Galesburg. . In the 
latter he was married, October 4, 1877, to Miss Minnie Evalena Bartholomew, 
who was born at Elmwood, Illinois, February 25, 1856, and is a daughter of 
Luzerne and Sarah Elvira (Payne) Bartholomew. They became the parents 
of five children: Elvira Princess, born September 25, 1878; George Luzerne; 
Grace Ophelia, born October 8, 1883; Harriette, June 20, 1886; and Cyrus 
Rlinor, May 29, 1899. The mother is still a resident of Galesburg but the 
father died on the 15th of September, 1905. He occupied a nlost honored and 
prominent position in the business circles of the city and his son, G. L. Avery, 
has followed in his footsteps. 

The latter was largely reared in Peoria but u-as graduated from ICnox- 
College at Galesburg in 1902. He has since been connected with the Avery 
Company and is today occupying an executive position as its secretary. After 
his graduation in 1902 he became connected with the business as private secre- 
tary to his father, who was then president of the company, and following his 
father's demise was appointed secretary and also was made one of the directors 
of the company. His associate officers are : J. 13. Bartholomew, president ; I-I. C. 
Roberts, vice president; and Ellwood Cole, treasurer. The first two have been 
connected with the company for thirty-three consecutive years and the last named 
for three years, so that the different officers are thoroughly acquainted with 

' their departments of the business. The plant of the Avery Company covers a 
total of twenty-seven and five-htlndredths acres and the main factory building, 
together with the various warehouses, have a total floor space of six and a half 
acres. The various departments of the factory are united by an improved type 
of trolley system of the con~pany's manufacture which greatly facilitates the 
rapid handling of both finished and unfinished goods at a mininlum of expense. 
That harn~onious and notable relations exist between the company and its em- 
ployes is indicated by the fact that labor troui~les are unknown in their factory. 
The company manufactures steam and gasoline traction engines, self-lift plows, 
traction steam shovels, traction hauling wagons, threshing machinery and all 
its various attachments, mounted steel water tanks, farm wagons, corn planters. 
riding and walking cultivators, single and double row stalk cutters and gaso- 
line tracts-both farm and city. Their output is sent to all parts of the country 
and into foreign lands as well. They have branch houses located at  Omaha. 
Des Moines, Kansas City, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Indianapolis, Grand Forks 
and Fargo, North Daltota, and Aberdeen, South Dakota. They have a large 
traveling force upon the road and their Canadian trade is handled from Winni- 
peg. Their foreign shipments go to Mexico, Argentine Republic, Brazil, Russia, 
Austria-Hungary, the Philippines, Portugal, China, Sweden, Cuba and Egypt. 
The foreign trade gives an outlet for much machinery at a time when the ship- 
ping season for the home trade is lightest. The officials of the company work 
together in the utmost harmony and their relation is one of close social as well 
as business interests. 

Mr. Avery was united in marriage to Miss Miriam Hunter, of Chillicothe. 
Illinois, a daughter of E. F. Hunter, and theirs is one of the attractive and 
hospitable homes of the city. Mr. Avery belongs to the Creve Coeur Club and 
is recognized aside from other connections already mentioned as a citizen of 
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worth, cooperating heartily and generously in support of many projects which 
have constituted valuable features in the city's growth and improvement. H e  
is a broad and liberal-minded man of progressive spirit, keeping in touch with 
the tendency of the times and always holding to the high standards which have 
made the name of Avery the synonym not only for enterprise but for incorrupt- 
ible integrity in business circles. 

HORACE CLARK. 

Horace Clark is the secretary and general manager of the Clark Coal & 
Coke Company, with offices on the ninth floor of the Jefferson building. In  
this connection he is proininently identified with the trade and business inter- 
ests of Peoria. yet he does not allow commercial affairs to monopolize his time 
and energies to the exclusion of other interests and duties. H e  takes an active 
part in promoting the moral progress of the city and is now president of the 
Young Men's Christian Association. H e  was born in this city July 13, 1863, 
and is a son of Horace and Mary (Kingsbury) Clark. His father was one of 
the early pioneers of eastern Illinois. H e  came froin the state of Xew York 
and settled in the town of Morton, in Tazekvell county, in 1843. His wife also 
arrived in this city from Kew York in the same year. They became acquainted 
a t  IIorton and were there married, and in 1861 they removed from Tazewell 
county to Peoria. Here the father established the Horace Clark & Sons Corn- 
pany, owners of flour mills, in 1862. This is today one of the leading concerns 
of the kind in the county. owning and operating an elevator and flour mills in 
the conduct of a growing business that is already extensive in its proportions 
and profitable in its sales. Of this company, Horace Clark, whose name intro- 
duces this review, is now secretary. The father died in 1902, and Peoria thus 
lost one of its representative, well known and honored business men. For a 
long period he survived his wife, 1~110 died in 1889. 

Their son, Horace Clark, was reared in Peoria and attended the graded 
and high schools here, being graduated from the latter with the class of 1882. 
H e  then went east to continue his education and was a member of the Dart- 
rnouth College class of 1886. When his college days were over he returned to  
Peoria and for five years thereafter was a traveling salesman in the en~ploy of 
Clark. Quien & Morse, a firm which has recently changed its name to the Clark- 
Smith Hardware Company, of which his brother, Charles D. Clark, is the presi- 
dent. On severing his connection with that house Horace Clark organized the 
Clark Coal & Coke Company. of which he is the secretary and general manager. 
They have offices on the ninth floor of the Jefferson building and they operate 
the Empire mines west of Peoria, on the Rfinneapolis & St. Louis Railroad, and 
handle the output of nlany other mines. In fact they have branches all over 
the middle west and their business is one of notable magnitude. Since the estab- 
lishment and incorporation of the business in April, 1892, it has grolvn continu- 
ously under the capable management and active control of its founder. I t  was 
in 1901 that the company opened the Empire mines west of Peoria, \\.here they 
have ahout tn-enty-three hundred acres of the best coal land in the state, and 
en~ploy three hundred and fifty miners. The officers of the company are :  
George C. Clark, president: Charles D. Clark, vice president; Horace Clark, 
secretarv and general manager: and George Arthur Clark, a nephew. treasurer. 

In  1887 occurred the marriage of Horace Clark and Miss Jennie 'PIT. Robinson, 
a dauqhter of E. J. Robinson, of Brimfield. Illinois. Mrs. Clark was born and 
reared in Peoria countv. and by this marriage there are two children. T1iomas 
and Robert. Mr.  Clark is a member of the Creve Coeur Club and also of the 
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Country Club, and is well known socially. Outside of his business, however, 
his greatest activity is perhaps in the line of the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation work and he is now president of the Peoria organization. In this his 
labors are very effective. He realizes the necessity of proper environment for 
young men at the critical period of their lives and is doing all in his power 
through organized effort to surround them with such interests, advantages and 
opportunities as will awaken in them an earnest and masterful desire for the 
best physical, mental and moral development. His business activities and his 
labors along this line constitute well balanced forces in his life. 

FRIEDRICH STREIBICH. 

Among the prominent German-American citizens of Peoria was Friedrich 
Streibich. He  was born in Baden, Germany, on June 12, 1827, a son of Joseph 
Streibich, and on coming to America in 1847 made his way to Peoria, then a 
young man of twenty years. Here he improved his opportunities for advance- 
ment and in 1850 engaged in the hotel business while the following year he be- 
came proprietor of the William Tell House which he conducted until 1853. In 
that year he built the Washington House which he managed until 1857 when he 
sold out and built the summer resort at the corner of Smith and McReynolds 
streets. At that place he continued until 1865 when he established vineyards 
and a wine garden at 1006 Moss avenue. This became a popular resort and 
speedily proved to be a very profitable enterprise. Mr. Streibich possessed the 
native characteristics of the German race-thrift and diligence-and so con- 
ducted and managed his affairs as to win success. He  understood the German 
people and their desires and gave to them a resort that was attractive to all his 
nationality. ' 

In Peoria, on the 10th of June, 1851, Mr. Streibich was married to Miss 
Sarah Bauer, and they became the parents of four children, Joseph, Francisca, 
Frederick F. and John C. Mr. Streibich was for many years a Mason and one 
of the first members of Schiller lodge. He  gave his political allegiance to the 
democratic party, studying the questions and issues of the day with the result 
that his ballot gave indorsement to democratic principles. He  never had occasion 
to regret his determination to come to the new world for here he found the op- 
portunities which he sought and which he improved as the years passed by, 
gaining at length a creditable position among the substantial residents of his 
adopted city. 

MRS. ELLEN (BARKER) McROBERTS. 

Mrs. Ellen (Barker) McRoberts needs no introduction to the readers of this 
volume, for her entire life has been passed in Peoria, and she has been for many 
years a leading figure in social circles. She was born in this city October 29, 1843, 
a daughter of Gardner Thurston and Helen (White) Barlrer. Her  father came 
to this city in 1838, casting in his lot with the pioneer settlers of a tiny town 
that was destined to rise to greatness owing to the efforts of Mr. Barker and his 
business associates and contemporaries. He  stood as a splendid type of all that is 
admirable in citizenship and in manhood and a tribute to his worth and his memory 
is to be found on another page of this volume. 

Mrs. McRoberts was sent to the east to continue her education, begun in the 
schools of Peoria, pursuing a course of study at i\iIaplewood in Pittsfield, Massa- 
chusetts. She then returned to her parents' home in Peoria. Here in early wom- 
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anllood her hand was sought in marriage by William JIcRoberts, a native of 
Ireland, who was born near Belfast, ill August, 1824. His father, MTilliam 3lc- 
Roberts, Sr., was also a native of the Emerald isle. William McRoberts, Jr., 
emigrated to the United States in early manhood, maliing his way to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where he secured a situation in the distillery of Eoyle, Miller & Company. 
From a comparatively ohscure beginning he worked his way upward, advancing 
through intermediate positions until he was at length admitted to a partnership, 
having in the meantime gained a masterful linowledge of the distilling business. 
Following his marriage he became a partner of his father-in-law, Gardner Thurs- 
ton Barlier, in the distilling business and so continued until his death, which 
occurred in January, 1876. H e  left to his widow the care of two young sons, 
William Gardner and Walter. The former is a graduate of Cornell University 
and is now engaged in the practice of law in Peoria, while the latter is well known 
as a traveler and author. Mrs. h'IcRoberts is a member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and her religious faith is that of the Episcopal church. She 
has a very wide accluaintance in Peoria and is esteemed by all who know her. 
The work of her father and her husband has connected her closely with the city's 
development and she has felt a keen personal interest in all that has pertained to 
its progress and prosperity. Rioreover, she has been a witness of many of the 
events which have shaped its history and she has done not a little to mold and 
maintain its high social standard. Her own home has ever been the abode of 
warm-hearted hospitality and good cheer, its doors ever being open for the recep- 
tion of her many friends. 

The legal profession of Peoria finds a worthy representative in C. E. Mc- 
Nemar, who is practicing as a member of the well known firm of Sucher, Mc- 
Nemar & Moore. H e  has been identified with the Peoria bar since the fall of 
1902, at which time he was admitted to practice. Still a young man, he has 
before him a successful future if we argue by what he has accomplished in 
the past. H e  was born upon a farm in McLean county. Illinois, about eight- 
een miles north of Bloomington, on the 18th of August, 1877, his parents being 
C. J. W. and Mary (Pirtle) McNemar. The father was a farmer, and amid 
the environments of rural life the son was reared. H e  early began assisting 
in the work on the farm, and throughout the school year pursued his education 
until graduating from the high school of Gridley. H e  afterward continued his 
education in the high school of Lexington, Illinois, of which he is also a graduate, 
and then entered the Eureka College at Eureka. Illinois, where he completed a 
course of study, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Science. He then became 
a student in the law school of the University of Rqichigan, which institution he 
entered in the fall of 1899 and from which he was graduated in 1902. H e  had 
determined to make the practice of law his life work, and with this end in view 
he pursued a very thorough course of study and bent every energy toward the 
mastery of the principles of jurisprudence, that he might thus become well 
equipped for the onerous and responsible duties of the profession. In the fall 
following his graduation he entered upon active practice in Peoria, and for 
six months was associated with the firm of Sheen & &!tiller. At the expiration 
of that period he became assistant state's attorney under IV. V. Tefft, filling the 
position until the end of Mr. Tefft's term of office. H e  also practiced law with 
Mr. Tefft for about a year and was assistant city attorney for a year. At the 
end of that time he became associated with George T. Page and S. D. Wead, 
with whom he continued for three years. In  1907 he formed his present part- 
nership with George Sucher, and on the 1st of May, 1911. Mr. Moore entered the 
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firm, leading to the adoption of the present firm style of Sucher, AlcNemar & 
Moore. They are now well established in practice and their business is con- 
tinually growing in volume and importance. The labors of one are supple- 
mented and rounded out by the efforts of the others and they are thus well pre- 
pared to take charge of all kinds of law practice and win success in the different 
fields of jurisprudence. Mr. McNemar has never feared that laborious atten- 
tion to office work which must precede the strong and forcible presentation of  
a case in court. H e  is ever ready for defense as well as attack, and the strength 
of his argument results from his careful analysis and his logical reasoning 
combined with ability to accurately apply the principles of the law. 

In 1906 Mr. McNemar was married to Miss M. H. Eower, of Ifanton, Alich- 
igan. They are well Icnown socially in the city where they reside and bfr. hfc- 
Nemar is a worthy representative of the Masonic fraternity in which he has 
attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish rite. 'I-Ie is also a member of  
the Mystic Shrine, ancl in his life exemplifies the beneficent spirit of the craft. 
H e  also holds membership in the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of Khoras- 
san, and has held all the offices in both. He is likewise a member of the Modern 
\Vooclmen of the World and enjoys the high regard of his brethren of this or- 
ganization. H e  possesses a genial nature which ~naltes him l~opular, while his 
laudable ambition and earnest efforts have gained him prominence in the profes- 
sion where advancement depends solely upon individual merit. 

H. C. ROBERTS. 

The leaders are few. The great majority of men are content to follow in 
the paths that others have marked out. Only here and there is found one who 
has the initiative to venture beyond the point that others have reached and 
branch out into broader fields where favoring opportunity leads the way. 13. C. 
Roberts, however, is one whose even-paced energy ancl sound judgment have 
brought him into prominent business relations and in enlarging the scope of the 
great productive industry with which he is connected he has shown much of the 
pioneer spirit in formulating new plans which with the assistance of his fellow 
officers he has been able to carry forward to successful completion in the con- 
trol and management of the Avery Con~pany. of which he is the vice president. 
Theirs is the leading manufacturing plant of Peoria devoted to the building of 
farm implements and traction engines. Mi-. Roberts entered into active con- 
nection with this business as an employe, but gradually worked his way upward 
until long since he has had voice in its management. 

H e  was born upon a farm in Henry county, Illinois, in 1857. His father, 
N. K. Roberts, became a soldier of the Civil war and was one of the thousands 
that marched to the scene of conflict. The boy went to live with his grand- 
father who was a prominent farmer of Henry county and there spent his boy- 
hood days, attending the country schools and meeting with such experiences as 
usually fall to the lot of the lad who is reared on the farm. He started out for 
himself, eager to make his way in the world, and practically his first steady posi- 
tion was with R. H. 81 C. hl. Avery, then located in Galesl>urg. given over to 
the manufacture of farm inlplen~ents and agricultural machinery. He 1)egan 
\vork in the erection shop and later went upon the road as an expert, being sent 
all over the country to demonstrate and put in operation the machinery which 
was made by them at that time. Subsequently he went upon the road as a sales- 
man and occupied that ]losition for about twenty years, making good at every 
point. He was afterward promoted to the position of sales manager and in 1905 
became vice president of the company. The busiiless was established I)y R, 
H. and C. >I. Avery at Galesburg but after some years was removed to Peoria 



HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUX'TY 189 

where it has steadily grown. The plant has been enlarged from time to time 
and is a most extensive one, covering twenty-seven acres with six and a half 
acres of floor space in its principal buildings. I t  is thoroughly equipped with 
the latest improved machinery and is now devoted to the manufacture of farm 
implements and traction engines, in which connection en~ployinent is furnished 
to twelve hundred skilled mechanics. I t  was in December, 1879, that Mr. 
Roberts first became connected with the company, little dreaming then that he 
would one day be one of its chief executive officers, pet an~bitious at  all times 
to progress. H e  soon proved his worth, demonstrated his ability and by reason 
of his faithfulness and able service worlted his way steadily up\vard. 

In  1Sg3 Mr. Roberts was united in marriage to Miss Ella L. Robinson, who 
was born in Brimfield, Peoria county. They have two children, Helen and Jud- 
son Edwin. Mr. Roherts is a member of the lfasonic fraternity and esempli- 
fies in his life the beneficent spirit of the craft. H e  has been president of the 
Creve Coeur Club of  Peoria, the leading social organization of the city, and he 
helongs also to the Peoria Country Clul), the Ill~nois \'alley Yacht Club, the 
Chicago Automobile Club and the Peoria Automobile Club, now serving as the 
president of the last named. H e  is furthermore connected in membership re- 
lations with the Fir-st Congregational church of Peoria and he never promotes 
l~usiness interests at  the sacrifice of his obligations to citizenship. On the con- 
trary he finds time and opportunity for  cooperation in those things which foster 
the intellectual, social alld moral progress of the city and within his extensive 
circle of friends is held in the highest esteem. I t  is said, however, that the in- 
dividual may best be judged by the way in \vhich he treats those below him in 
the social scale. If judgment is passed upon Mr. Roherts in this connection the 
verdict will be one which estal~lishes him in even a higher position in public 
regard. I t  is well known that the Avery Company is not only just but gener- 
ous in its treatment of its en~ployes. which is evidenced by the fact that labor 
troubles are an unkno~vn thing in their factories. The  humblest employe may 
approach Mr. Roberts with the certainty of securing a courteous hearing and 
the greater part of his einployes he can call by name. H e  is a man of strong 
and forceful indivicluality who has left and is leaving the impress of his per- 
sonality upon the commercial and industrial developnlent of this city. 

GEORGE !tT. C:431PEEIAL. 

Among the younger members of the Peoria bar who have attained success 
is George 'CV. Campbell, who is now practicing as a member of the firm of Covey, 
Catnpbell & Covey, I.\-it11 which he has been identified since December, 1910. 
He has, however, practiced law in Peoria since 1900, or the year following his 
adnlission to the har. H e  xvas born upon a farm five miles west of Eelvidere, 
in Coone county, Illinois, Fehruary 11. 1874. and is a son of George 11'. and 
Charity (IValiefield) Campbell, who were fanning people, and upon the home 
farm the son spent his hoyhood and H e  supplemented his education 
acquired in the country schools hy study in the high school at Sort11 Eelvidere, 
fro111 which he was gracluated with the class of 1891. H e  afterward engaged in 
teaching for  a year in the country schools but, still ambitious for other educa- 
tion. he entered the Eeloit College a t  Celoit, 11'isconsin. nihere he took up the 
study of Latin' and Greek. I-Ie a f te r~vard  spent a year in the University of 
Illinois, pursuing the literary course, and with this broad foundation upon \vhich 
to build the superstructure of his professional learninq entered upon the study 
of law in Belvidere in the office of the Hon. Charles E. Fuller, meml~er of con- 
gress. H e  was also associated with the firm of Covey R Covey in Peoria for 
a year. devoting his evening hours to the stucly of law, after which he returned 
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to Belvidere and spent another year as a la111 student in the office of Congress- 
man Fuller. H e  then successfully passed the examination in Chicago \vhich 
secured him admission to the bar in &lay, 1899. For a year thereaiter ne prac- 
ticed in Belvidere and then came to Peoria where he has remained continuously 
since 1900. He ivas associated with the Covey brothers from 1900 until 1904 
and then opened an office in the Young hlen's Christian Association building 
which he shared with Congressman Joseph V. Graff. After several years he 
took offices in the Jefferson building and practiced there until he entered the 
present firm of Covey, Campbell & Covey in December, 1910, with offices it1 
the Woolner building. 

In June, 1909, Mr. Campbell was united in marriage to iliiss RiIary C. Clarl;, 
of Peoria, and they are well known socially in this city, their circle of friends 
continuously increasing. Rfr. Campbell belongs to the Creve Coeur Club and 
other social organizations. H e  is recognized as a rising young attorney, well 
known and well liked in Peoria, and his increasing professional ability is in- 
dicated by a growing practice which in later years has connected him with 
much of the important litigation tried in the courts of this district. 

R U F U S  A. DU MARS, 124. D. 

Dr. Rufus A. Du AIars, physician and surgeon, who has practiced in Peoria 
continuously since 1877, was born in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, about five 
miles east of Harrisburg, on the 6th of December, 1849, a son of G. W. Du Rlars. 
His mother died when he was only a year old, after which the father married 
Sara11 Ainsworth Allen who, indeed, filled a mother's place in her care for, at- 
tention to and love of the boy, who could have no deeper or more filial affection 
for. an own mother. H e  was five years of age when the father removed with 
his family to Illinois with Peoria county as his destination. H e  settled upon 
a farm in Logan township and there Dr. Du Mars was reared, early becoming 
familiar with all the experiences that fall to the lot of the farm boy. H e  at- 
tended the country schools and in the further pursuit of his education afterward 
entered the Wesleyan University a t  Bloomington, Illinois, in which he spent, 
four years. H e  then took up the study of medicine under Dr. Frye, who directed 
his reading for some time and afterward admitted him to  a partnership, their 
business and professional connections continuing until the death of his erst- 
while preceptor. Following the demise of Dr. Frye, Dr. Du Mars began practice 
independently. H e  pursued his reading with Dr. Frye in 1874 and 1875 and at 
the same time attended the University of Pennsylvania a t  Philadelphia. In the 
following year he entered the ,Medical College at Louisville, Kentucky, from 
which he was graduated in 1876. He then returned to the University of Penn- 
sylvania and completed the medical course in that institution in 1877. Imme- 
diately afterward he returned to Peoria and has since been numbered among 
the capable and successful general practitioners here. Dr. Du Mars has been 
for the past thirty-five years on the medical staff of St. Francis Hospital and 
for the past thirty-one years has been physician and surgeon for the Peoria & 
Pekin Union Railroad and is a t  present District Surgeon for the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad. His ability enables him to quickly solve the intricate 
problems which confront the physician. H e  is most careful in the diagnosis of 
his cases and his judgment is seldom, if ever, at fault in determining the out- 
come of disease. He now enjoys a large practice and is the beloved family 
physician in many of Peoria's best households. 

In  this city, in 1879,-Dr. Du Mars was united in marriage to Miss Nellie B. 
Frye, a daughter of Dr. J. C. Frye, who established his home in Peoria in 1834. 
Three children have been born of this marriage: Eliza Sterling, who is the 
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widow of Frank C. Bourscheide; Dr. Eliot C., who is a graduate of the \\'ash- 
ington University of St. Louis and practices medicine with his father; and 
Fabian R., who is residing in Chicago. 

Dr. Du Mars is a member of the Masonic order and also of the Knights of 
Pythias. I-Ie belongs to the Creve Coeur Club and his professional connections 
are with the Peoria City Medical Society and the Illinois State lledical Society. 
His religious views are indicated by his membership in the Second Presbyterian 
church. H e  served as health commissioner of Peoria during the administration 
of Mayor Miles. Thirty-five years' residence in this city has made him very 
widely lcnown and his upright life has gained for him the respect and good-will 
of the general public, while his methods of practice and his conscientious service 
have won for him the unqualified regard of his professional brethren. 

FRANK P. LEWIS. 

Frank P. Lewis, a cigar manufacturer of Peoria, who has engaged in this 
line of business since 1880 and has conducted his Peoria establishtnent since 
1885, ranks today as a most prominent and valuable representative of industrial 
activity in this city. Along well defined lines of trade and comlnerce he has 
developed the second largest cigar factory in the state of Illinois, the enterprise 
being the visible and tangible ev~dence of his well defined and carefully executed 
plans. 

Mr. Lewis is a native of Portland, Oregon, his birth having occurred on 
the Pacific coast on the 25th of January. 1860. His father was the Rev. Wil- 
liam S. Lewis, a n~issionary and presiding elder of the Ylethodist Episcopal 
church of Portland, where he died in 186j. His wife bore the maiden name of 
Julia Pierce and following her husband's death she returned to the llississippi 
valley, accompanied by her son Frank, establishing her home in Havana, Illinois. 
,It mas there that the subject of this revie\v was reared and the local schools 
afforded him his educational privileges. After leaving school he learned the 
cigarmaker's trade in that city and when he felt that his experience and capital 
were sufficient to justify the step he opened a factory on his own account in 
Havana in 1880. H e  made cigars and conducted a small cigar store and grad- 
ually worked his way upward in that connection. For five vears he continued 
in business in Havana and then sought the broader opportuiities offered in the 
larger city of Peoria. When he arrived here he employed less than ten people. 
In the quarter of a century which has since elapsed his business has con- 
stantly grown along substantial lines and something of the extent of his trade 
is indicated by the fact that he now employs about two hundred people. His 
leading cigar is called the Lewis Single Binder cigar. His factory is the second 
in size in the state and the output brings to him a substntial financial return 
annually. Since 1900 he has occupied his own building, which was formerly 
the residence of Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll, using the entire structure for 
factory purposes. H e  has a well equipped establishment, one o f  the few fac- 
tories of the United States making all hand-made cigars. H e  always holds to 
a high standard of excellelice in his output which is sold not only largely in 
Peoria but in thirty-eight different states in the Union. During the past twelve 
years his employes have earned more than one million, one hundred and seventy- 
five thousand dollars, this vast wage sum going into general circulation and thus 
becoming a benefit to the entire city. The excellence of the manufactured 
product, combined with Mr. Lewis' thorough business rectitude, has constituted 
the salient feature in the attainment of his success. In addition to his manu- 
facturing interests he is connected \vith the Commercial German National Bank 
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as one of its directors and stockholders, and he is also a stockholder of the 
Central National Bank. 

Mr. Lewis was married, in 1895, to Niss l'iolet Phelps. of Elmwood, Illi- 
nois, a daughter of the Hon. W. E. Phelps, and they now have three children, 
Richard, William and Margaret. Mr.  Lewis is a member of the Creve Coeur 
Club and also of the Peoria Association of Commerce. His activities are wide 
and varied, touching the general interests of society in all that relates to pro- 
gressive citizenship. His  worth in this direction is widely aclznowledged for . 

it is known that his cooperation can be counted upon in support of any move- 
ment o r  project for the general good. What he has accon~plished in a business 
way represents the fit utilization of the innate talents and powers which are his 
and the improvement of the opportunities which come to every individual. 
No unusually favorable circumstances aided him at the outset but through his 
energy and close application has he worked his way upward to the conspicuous 
and enviable position that he now fills. 

J O H N  P. A T c ~ J ~ A H A N ,  11. D. 

During twenty-eight years' practice in Peoria, Dr. John P. AIcAIahan has 
maintained a foremost position as a physician and surgeon. Aside from his 
study in colleges of this country, he has pursued his investigation and researches 
in Paris and Vienna, and coming under the instruction of some of the most 
eminent members of the profession in the old world, he becaine particularly 
well qualified for the duties which have devolved upon him in his daily prac- 
tice. H e  inaintains his office at KO. 105 Elizabeth street, being located on 
the Eluff, which is the finest residence section of Peoria. He  came to this city 
the year after his graduation from Rush XIedical College, arriving in the spring 
of 1884. H e  was born in Pike county, Illinois. The family removed to  Logan 
county, Illinois, during the infancy of Dr. l lc l fahan and he was reared upon a 
farm, meeting the usual experiences that fall to the lot of the farmer boy who 
attends the public schools in the winter seasons and works in the fields through 
the sunliner months. H e  was ambitious to secure better educational advantages 
than could be obtained in the rural schools and therefore entered the Lincoln 
University, a t  Lincoln, Illinois, from which he was graduated in 1881. H e  im- 
mediately began preparation for a professional career, entering Rush Medical 
College, of Chicago, in which he pursued a three years' course and was graduated 
in 1883. In  the spring of the following year he opened an office on the plank 
road in Peoria and ahout a year later removed to 1415 South Adams street, 
where he continued for twelve years. H e  afterward spent a year in post- 
graduate study and in general hospital work in Europe, dividing his time be- 
tween Vienna, Austria, and Paris, France. H e  was absent altogether from 
Peoria for six years, beginning in 1900, hut in 1906 returned to this city. In  the 
interim he engaged in teaching. in 1901 and 1902. in the Post Graduate hled- 
ical School, at Chicago, after \vliich he went to Colorado and Yew 34exic0, 
spending some time in the southwest. Six years were thus passed and he once 
more located in Peoria, openin? his office in this city. 

Dr. lTcAIahan is now serving on the staff of Proctor Hospital and he be- 
longs to the Peoria City Medical Society and the Illinois State 1Tedical Society. 
His grofessional \\.orli is actuated 11y high ideals and his practice comes from 
among the best families in the city. H e  is ever faithful and conscientious in 
the performance of his duties and in his practice he finds many opportunities 
to  exemplify the principles of the llasonic fraternity, of which he is a worthy 
and pronlincnt rcprcscntativc, having talien thc I<night Tcmplar dcgrcc in the 
York Rite and the thirty-secontl degree in the Scottisll Rite. He is also con- 
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nected with the RIystic Shrine and Eastern Star. He believes that no other 
fraternity approaches the 1,fasonic in its ethical teachings and its high purposes 
and is in hearty sympathy with the order in these connections. Those who 
know him, and his friends are many, find him a genial, cordial gentleman. whose 
personal qualities as well as his professional skill entitle him to the high re- 
gard in which he is uniformly held. 

ALBERT E.  LEISU. 

Albert E. Leisy is well known in connection with the brewing interests 
which for  many years have been a chief source of revenue for Peoria. H e  is 
now secretary and treasurer of the Leisy Brewing Company, yet does not con- 
fine his attention alone to this line, being also secretary and treasurer of the 
Jefferson Deposit Company and a factor in the pron~otion of other business 
concerns. H e  was born in Keokuk, Iowa, July 18, 1868, and is a son of John 
and Christina Leisy. His youthful days were spent in his native state until 
1884, when the family came to Peoria. Throughout the entire period of his 
residence here the name of Leisy has been associated with brewing interests in 
this city. He comes of a family that through many generations has been con- 
nected with this line of business. For two hundred years members of the family 
were brewers of  Germany and after coming to the new world his father, John 
Leisy, established a brewery in Keoltuk, Iowa, where his sons learned the de- 
tails of the business from the purchase of hops and the making of malt to the 
art of brewing and the disposal of the product. They sought a broader field 
of labor, however, than Keokuk offered and found it in Peoria. They became 
identified with the business in this city in the purchase of the first brewery 
plant established here. From the beginning of their operations in this city 
they have met with continuous and growing success until their enterprise is 
today the largest of its kind in the state outside of Chicago, their plant having 
a capacity of two hundred and fifty thousand barrels annually. Their barrel 
and keg trade extends throughout Illinois, Iowa and llissouri and their bottled 
products are shipped clear to the Pacific coast, one firm in Los Angeles hand- 
ling nothing beside the Leisy goods. They have increased their bottling plant. 
erecting an extensive addition thereto and equipping it with the latest improved 
machinery, including two machines which fill, cork and label ninety bottles a 
minute each, or one hundred and eight thousand in a day's work of ten hours. 
During the busy season the plant is operated night and day with two shifts of  
men and turns out two hundred thousand bottles in the twenty-four hours. 
They are also manufacturers of Leisy's Malt Ease tonic, a special brew which 
is recommended by physicians for its particularly nourishing qualities. In this 
department the Leisy Brewing Company spends annually thlrty-five thousand 
dollars for bottles and eight thousand dollars a year for cases. Their barrel 
and keg shipments have reached equally large proportions and it is a matter 
of record that the Leisy Brewing Company has the biggest switching interest 
on the Rock Island track, distributing twenty-eight carloads daily. The num- 
ber of their employes exceeds three hundred and sixty and two hundred thou- 
sand dollars is yearly paid out in salaries. Seventy-five wagons and one hun- 
dred and sixty horses are used in delivering the product in and around Peoria 
and the plant covers a tract on the river front in the upper end of the city four 
hundred and ninety by three hundred and forty-six feet. I t  comprises a num- 
ber of buildings, all of which are necessary in the conduct of their growing 
trade. The brothers who are at the head of this enterprise, E. C. and A. E. 
Leisy, are both progressive, energetic men, who regard obstacles simply as an 



impetus for renewed effort. They accomplish what they undertake and. their 
business methods are at all times characterized by progressiveness. 

This sketch would not be adequate if it represented Albert E. Leisy merely 
in this one connection. H e  has been interested in many other business enter- 
prises, all of which have benefited by his cooperation and his sagacity. H e  and 
his brother have proven benefactors in many cases in aiding business interests 
that were passing through hard straits. They have become stockholders in 
many a concern that needed a little financial aid and their response to calls of 
this character are really too numerous to mention, but it is well known that they 
have produced magnificent results. The 'Leisy brothers have come to be relied 
upon in crises of this sort and the encouragement and aid which they have 
given have invariably proven to be the prime incentive to further endeavor. 
They were the builders of the Jefferson building at the corner of South Jeffer- 
son avenue and Fulton street, a strictly modern office building of steel construc- 
tion, twelve stories in height. They also became large stockl~olders in the 
Jefferson hotel and they erected the Orpheum theater on Madison street. This 
is a beautiful structure, ecluipped and furnished at a cost of two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, and it will compare favorably with the finest theaters 
of the middle west. Albert E .  Leisy, moreover, is president of the Peoria 
Baseball Club and has been connected with the team as one of its promoters 
for fifteen years. He gave Peoria the first pennant it ever received in 1911. 

In 1899 was celebrated the marriage of Albert E. Leisy and AIiss Jennie 
Thobe, of Peoria, a daughter of John Thobe. His social interests are further 
manifest in his connection with a number of the leading clubs and fraternities 
of the city. I3e holds membership in the Creve Coeur Club, the Illinois Valley 
Yacht Club, the Peoria Country Club and the Social Athletic Club of Peoria. 
H e  likewise belongs to the Chicago Auton~obile Club and the Travelers Pro- 
tective Association and his name is on the membership rolls of a number of 
the leading fraternities, including the Red Men, the Eagles, the Ellts, the For- 
esters and the National Union: H e  is one of the best known men in this part of 
the state and is an advocate of Peoria, doing everything in his power to enhance 
its g ~ o w t h  and improvement. His influence has proven a vital support in many 
public projects and without invidious distinction he may be termed one of the 
foremost residents of the city. H e  is yet a young man and undoubtedly the 
future holds in store for him larger opportunities, for he never regards any posi- 
tion as final. When he once attains an object he passes on wit11 the desire to 
reach out along further lines. I t  seems with him that 

"In sweat of toil he found life's zest, 
The moment's work was mastering lord, 
The long day's call a two-edged sword 
To fight one's way to well earned rest; 
The joy of work was work's reward." 

GEORGE H. WEBER, M. D. 

In the days of Peoria's early development the name of Weber was closely 
associated with pioneer industrial interests for  the grandfather was proprietor 
of a flour mill here. Today the name is synonymous with skill and ability in 
the medical profession for Dr. George H. JVeber has attained a prominent posi- 
tion as a physician and surgeon, having been an active practitioner of this city 
since 1900. I-Ie is one of Peoria's native sons, his birth having here occurred 
on the 2d of Xovenlber, 1876. As indicated the family home was established 
here at a very early day and the grandfather proved a valued factor in business 
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circles in the conduct of  a flour mill at the foot of South street. His son, George 
F. Weber, the father of Dr. Weber, died in Peoria in 1901 but the mother, U-110 
bore the maiden name of Kate Herschberger, is still living. 

In the attainment of his education Dr. Weber attended the public schools, 
completing a high-school course by graduation with the class of 1896. In the 
meantime he had determined to make the practice of medicine his life work and 
immediately afterward entered upon preparation for the profession, becoming 
a student of the Louisville Medical College, from which he was graduated with 
the class of March, 1900. H e  put his theoretical knowledge to the practical 
test as interne of the Louisville City Hospital, where he remained for a year, 
gaining the broad experience which comes only in the varied work of hospital 
practice. In 1901 he returned to his native city where he opened an office. For 
several years he has been associated with Dr. C. U. Collins in the practice of 
surgery and now devotes his attention exclusively to that branch of the pro- 
fession. H e  is serving on the staff of the St. Francis Hospital and in addition 
he has an extensive private practice, which is of an important character and 
establishes his position as one of the leading surgeons of the city. He belongs 
to the Peoria Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and the Atner- 
ican Medical Association, and the proceedings of those bodies keep him thoroughly 
informed concerning the most advanced work being done in the country. 

In 1901 Dr. Weber was united in marriage to JIiss Edna Comegys, of Peoria, 
a daughter of Samuel C. Comegys. They are well known in this city where 
the Doctor has spent his entire life and where his sterling ~vort11 has gained 
for him a large circle of  friends. H e  has attained high rank in Masonry, being 
now a member of the consistory and of the Mystic Shrine. H e  is also a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias and the Dramatic Order of the Knights of Khor- 
assan. He is loyal to the teachings of these fraternities which he exemplifies 
in his life and in matters of citizenship he manifests a progressive and public- 
spirited interest. yet he devotes the greater part of his attention to his profes- 
sional duties which are constantly growing in volume and importance. 

T. W. GILLESPIE, 11. D. 

Dr. T.  W. Gillespie, physician and surgeon of Peoria, is engaged in general 
practice yet his tendency is toward specialization in the treatment of genito- 
urinary diseases. He is one of the younger, though successful, members of 
the profession here, having practiced in this city only since December, 1907. 
Rush Medical College numbers him among its alumni of the class of 1896. H e  
is a native of Sauk county, Wisconsin, his birth having occurred September 10, 
1849, upon a farm just across the river from Kilbourn, Wisconsin, not far from 
that beautiful scenic district known as The Dells. His parents were Thomas 
and Martha (Simpson) Gillespie, who gave to their son such advantages as they 
could afford and instilled into his mind lessons that have since borne good fruit 
in high and honorable manhood. He attended the rural schools and afterward 
continued his studies in the high school at Kilbourn. Later he pursued a two 
years' course in Lawrence University and afterward took up the profession of 
teaching, which he follo~ved for  a year in Clark county. IVisconsin. He re- 
garded this, however, merely as an initial step to further professional labor, for 
it was his desire to become a physician. and with this purpose in view, in the 
fall of 1893 he entered Rush Medical College, at Chicago, and completed a three 
years' course, being graduated in 1896. He then accepted a salaried position 
with Dr. A. C. Cotten, who was a t  that time city physician of Chicago. For a year 
Dr. Gillespie had charge of the emergency and surgical work at practically all 
of the police stations of Chicago. After a year devoted to that work he located 
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at Lostant, La Salle county, Illinois, where he engaged in general practice until 
the fall of 1907, when he came to Peoria. Since then he has acted as assistant 
to Dr. C. U. Collins in his surgical work. H e  displays considerable skill in 
surgical work and is greatly interested in genitro-urinary surgery and his studies 
and researches along that line incline him to special practice in that field. 

Dr. Gillespie is a member of the Peoria City Medical Society and also be- 
longs to the Illinois State Medical Society and the American Medical Associa- 
tion. His fraternal relations are with the Masons. H e  is now serving on the 
staff of St. Francis Hospital and in addition is accorded a good private practice 
which is indicative of the confidence which the general public repose in his pro- 
fessional skill. 

T H O R S T O N  GILhlORE MURPHY. 

Not all days in the business career of Thornton G. Murphy were equally 
bright. At times storm clouds threatened disaster, but with persistent purpose 
and unfaltering energy he made the best use of his opportunities and in time rose 
to a position among the prominent representatives of insurance interests in the 
middle west, becoming the founder and promoter of several insurance companies 
of Peoria. H e  was born in Adams county, Illinois, April 26, 1858, and died 
August 27, 191 I .  His education was acquired in the district schools near Quincy 
and in early life he studied medicine for a year in Chicago, thinking then to 
engage in practice some day. A year's preparation, however, convinced him that 
he did not wish to enter upon the profession as a life work and he turned from 
that line of study to a commercial course. H e  afterward went to Kansas City, 
where he invested heavily in real estate and also engaged in the nursery business. 
The city was then enjoying a boom but in time there was a reaction in realty 
values and Mr. hlurphy suffered heavy losses through his real-estate investments. 
Gathering together what he could of his wrecked fortunes, he came to Peoria in 
1890 and sought to again upbuild his business. Here he began dealing in nursery 
stoclc and for seven years devoted his time to that line of activity. Success 
attended his efforts and in 1897 he sold out to embark in still another line. He 
entered the field of life insurance and again his business ability and enterprise 
proved adequate to the situation. H e  organized and developed the Peoria Life 
Insurance Company, making it a profitable undertaking. He worked with untir- 
ing effort and personally secured all the charter members necessary to make the 
concern a success. From the beginning its business and patronage grew, Mr. 
Murphy continuing to serve as secretary until 1 9 4 ,  when he resigned. He after- 
ward organized the Corn Belt Life Insurance Company, which was later merged 
into the La Salle Life Insurance Company of Chicago. H e  was a man of excep- 
tionally strong business ability and was recognized as one of the most successful 
life insurance organizers in this part of the county. As a salesman he had no su- 
perior and his thorough understanding of every feature of the business and the 
real value of life insurance made him very successful in founding and promoting 
such an undertaking. 

On the 22d of October, 1890, Mr. Murphy was united in marriage to #Miss 
Iva L. Tarr,  a daughter of James F. and Elizabeth (Hughes) Tarr,  of Mendon, 
A4dams county, Illinois, where they were pioneer settlers, the father there devot- 
ing his attention to farming. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Murphy were born five chil- 
dren: Charles T., who was born September 17, 1891, and died in September, 
1894; Leo D., born July 14, 1894; James F., who was born on the I ~ t h  of Janu- 
ary, 1897, and passed away in September, 1897; and Helen and Harold, twins, 
born December 23, I ~ I .  
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In his political views hlr. Murphy was an earnest democrat but never an office 
seeker. H e  held membership with the Rlodern Woodmen of America and also 
in tlie Christian Science church. He was well read, keeping in touch with the 
world's thought and progress and becoming also conversant with the best writings 
of past ages. H e  had a wide acquaintance in various sections of the state and 
was honored and respected wherever known and most of all where he was best 
known. Firm and determined in his convictions, he never faltered in his alle- 
giance to what he believed to be right and the course and policies which he pur- 
sued gained him the trust, confidence and good-will of his fellowmen. 

CHARLES J. OFF. 

To characterize Charles J. Off in a single sentence would be impossible, for 
so many and varied are his activities and so important has been his work that 
extended mention is necessary to give an adequate account of what he 
has accomplished. I t  is an acknowledge fact, however, that public spirit with 
him constitutes an even balance to individual ambition, and in the attainment of 
notable sbccess he has found time and opportunity to cooperate in many proj- 
ects for the general welfare. H e  is perhaps best known to the citizens of 
Peoria as a wholesale merchant, having for many decades been connected with 
that line of trade, although in 1911 he retired from that field; throughout the 
state he is perhaps more widely known because of his extensive real-estate oper- 
ations, for he is today one of the largest land owners of Illinois and his atten- 
tion is now largely given to the supervision of his property. 

Charles J. Off has been a resident of Peoria county since the I ~ t h  of May, 
1855, and of this city since the spring of 1856. H e  was born in Wurtemburg, 
Germany, October 24, 1843, and is the son of John Jacob and Christina (Straes- 
ser) Off. He was eleven years o f  age when in 1855, he accompanied his parents 
on their emmigration from the fatherland to the new world. They went by rail 

1 to Havre. France. from there by sailing ship to New Orleans and from there by 
l~oat  to Peoria. They settled near the present site of the Insane Asylum at 
Eartonville, but the following year took up their abode in the city. The father 
was a stone illasoil and a builder and continued to work at his trade here for a 
numl~er of years. H e  maintained his residence in Peoria until the time of his 
death. 

I Charles J. Off I~egan his education in the schools of his native country and 
mastered the English language as a pupil in the schools of Peoria. He started 
in business as a clerk in a grocery store here and was continuously conected 

I with that branch of trade from the 12th of September. 1859. until the 11th of 
Felxuary, 1911, so that his name is synonymous with the history of the grocery 
l~usiness of this city. He was employed first as a clerlc in a wholesale and retail 
grocery house until the 1st of (January, 1873, within which period he steadily 
advanced, his capability. inrlustry and relial~le methods winning him promotion 
from time to time with a proportionate increase in salary. .4t length he deter- 
mined to engage in business on his own account and on the 1st of January. 1573. 
entered into partnership ~vith Henry. Oakford c9r Fahnestock, a well established 

I wholesale qrocery firm of the citv. For five vears he continued in that connec- 
tion and then retired from the firm and in 1377 erected the lluilding where the 
Charles J. Off Company wholesale grocery house is now located. The follon~ing 
vear he occupied that building with a large stock of groceries and continued in 
the wholesale trade as the head of that concern until 1911. The business grew 
year by year, its ramifyinc trade interests covering a constantly broadening ter- 
ritory and the house taking rank with the leadine n~holesale establishn~ents of 
the state and for fifteen consecutive years Mr. Off served as president of the 
Wholesale Grocers +Association of Illinois. 
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As Mr. Off prospered-and his success increased year by year-he extended 
his efforts into other fields of business and placed not a little of his earnings ~n 
the safest of all investments-real estate. He became a large owner of city 
property, and farm lands in ,1Iacon, Tazewell, Knox, Wayne and I'eoria counties. 
He now owns about thirty-five hundred acres of valuable farm land of which 
a noted lecturer on the natural r,esources of the country has said: "There is no 
better investment in all America." This property is divided into several farms 
including one very extensive farin of eighteen hundred acres in Macon county. 
H e  also has five hundred and fifty acres in two farms in Tazewell county and 
ninety-six acres of Richwoods township, Peoria county. Upon his large far111 in 
Macon county he conducts an extensive canning business for the canning of corn, 
and this, as all other undertakings, in which he has engaged, is proving a profitable 
enterprise. H e  is a director of the First National Bank of East Peoria, is the 
owner of a large coal mine known as the Phoenix upon his farm in Tazewell 
county and has other business which are profitable sources of revenue. The 
first land which he ever owned was a tract in Nebraska which he purchased of 
the government. H e  became owner of that property soon after the war but 
traded it afterward for land in Macon county, Illinois. While few men are so 
extensively connected with farming interests in this state as Mr. Off, he has al- 
ways maintained his residence in this city, having for fifty-seven years made his 
home in Peoria. 

On the 28th of October, 1879, A4r. Off was united in marriage to Miss Mar- 
garet Fey of this city, a daughter of David and Barbara Fey. They have five 
children: Charles David, who married Miss Elsie Wrenn of Washington, and 
has one child. Charles T. 11. ; Robert F. : Jnialter. who married Jfatilda Huver- 
stuhl, and has a daughier, Margaret; Clifford, who wedded Helen C. Willock, 
of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; and Clarence, now at school. Four of his sons are 
now associated with him in business. 

Mr. Off is a Knight Templar and thirty-second degree consistory Mason, and 
has crossed the Sands of Desert with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is 
also a Red Cross Knight of Constantine. H e  is prominent in Episcopal church 
circles and has always taken a keen interest in his church. His reli~ion is un- 
assuming, kindly. very charitable, and charced with a keen realization of the 
universal brotherhood of man. H e  is a member of St. Paul's church in Peoria. 
Ailr. Off's political allegiance is given to,the republican party and in early man- 
hood he served as supervisor for one year and has been alderman from the 
third ward. In more recent years. because of the ranid growth and extent of 
his business. he has not taken an active part in politics, yet is never remiss in 
the duties of citizenship, his aid and influence being given in support of worthy 
project for the benefit of the city and state. H e  has, indeed. been an important 
factor in business life and his prosperity is well deserved, as in him are embraced 
the characteristics of an unbending integrity, unabating energy and industry that 
never flags. 

EMMET C. MAY. 

Emmet C. May, attorney at law and the vice president of the Peoria Life 
Insurance Con~pany, has in both connections established himself in a creditable 
position as a representative business man of the city of Peoria and one whose 
life record is worthy of more than passing notice. His birth occurred in Salyers- 
ville, Kentucky, October 5 ,  1875, his parents being Dr. William A. and Fannie 
E. (Holderby) May. The father has been a life-long physician and is still en- 
gaged in the practice of medicine in I<entucky. In his native town the son \\.as 
reared and the usual experiences of lads of that locality and age were his. He 
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attended the public schools to his graduation from the high school at Salyers- 
ville, then in further pursuit of his education entered the Sorthern Indiana 
University, at Valparaiso, where he devoted two years to the scientific course. 
H e  then took up the study of law which he finished in the same institution and 
was admitted to the bar in March, 1896. 

The following September Mr. May located for practice in Peoria, where he 
has since remained. He became junior partner of the la\v firm of J'liolfenberger 
& May, his partner coining to this city with him. They have since been closely 
connected in their professional interests, conducting a general law practice, and 
their standing is indicated in the importance of the litigated interests which they 
have safeguarded in the courts. l l r .  May is a deep thinker and logical reasoner 
and is seldom if ever at fault in the application of legal principle or  precedent to 
the point involved in his case. He has always prepared his cases with great 
thoroughness and care and his clear and forceful presentation has been the 
means of gaiiling inany favorable verdicts for his clients. 3loreover. lie is gen- 
eral counsel for the Peoria Life Insurance Con~pany and its active vice president, 
having been connected with this company since its organization. 

In 1898 Mr. l I ay  was united in marriage to Miss Sellie O'Hara, of Chenoa, 
Illinois, and they now have one child, Walter E. Mr. l l a y  is a member of the 
Creve Coeur Club. He is an excellent type of the southern gentlen~an and at 
the same time possesses the progressive spirit so characteristic of the present 
age. H e  ever keeps before him a high standard of professional service and at 
the same time is ever mindful of his duties and obligations of citizenship and 
of his responsibilities as a man anlong his fellowmen. 

GUY C. GOODFELLOW. 

Guy C. Goodfellow is general agent a t  Peoria for the Connecticut Mutual 
Life Insurance Company and in this connection has jurisdiction over several 
counties in central Illinois. Since entering business circles his attention has 
been given exclusively to insurance and few men have wider knowledge con- 
cerning its possibilities or the scope of the business. Laboring earnestly and 
indefatigably in the interests of the company which he has represented he has 
gradually worked his way upward and now occupies a position of large respon- 
sibility. 

He was born on a plantation at Courtland, Alabama, on the 30th of August, 
1867, his parents being Thomas Miles and Elizabeth (lli l ton) Goodfellow. 
The father was a native of Pennsylvania and in ante-bellum days established his 
home in the south. He was a minister of the gospel and at the time of the Civil 
war enlisted for service as a chaplain in the northern army. Because of his 
sympathy with and support of the Union cause he was driven out of the south 
by the Ku Klux Klan, establishing his home in Chicago when his son Guy was 
but a year and a half old. 

Xear that city the boy was reared, acquiring his education in the public 
schools and entering business life in connection with insurance interests. He 
was first employed by the h9utual Life Insurance Company of New York and 
has continuously been connected with the insurance business since 1883. or  for  
a period of more than twenty-eight years. H e  made it his purpose to thoroughly 
acquaint himself with every phase of the business and his close application, 
study and energy were the features which gained him advancement. H e  came 
to Peoria in 1889 as a representative of the company with which he was then 
connected, and ten years later, or in 1899, he entered the employ of the Con- 
necticut l i ~ ~ t u a l  Life Insurance Company, ~vhich he represented in the capacity 
of agent until June, 1910, when he was advanced to the position of general 
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agent, having under his direction the work of the coinpany in six counties- 
I'eoria, Knox, Fulton, Tazewell, Mason and Woodford. In this connection he 
directs the labors of a number of sub-agents and has thoroughly and carefully 
systematized the work of his district so that the best possible results are being 
obtained. 

Mr. Goodfelloiv was married in 1893 in Peoria to Miss Ella Chuse, a daugh- 
ter of Marion X. Chuse. They have become the parents of four children, 
Marion, Thomas, Sarah and Ferdinand. Mr. Goodfellow is well known socially 
in this city, being accounted a valued member of a number of leading clubs and 
fraternities. He is now the secretary of the Illinois Valley Yacht Club, a mem- 
ber of the Peoria Country Club and of the Creve Coeur Club. He has also 
taken various degrees in hlasonry, becoming a Knight Templar and a member 
of the Mystic Shrine. H e  possesses a genial nature, is appreciative of the value 
of friendship and his unfeigned cordiality has won for  him many friends. 

FRANKLIN S. DAVIS, M. D. 

The science of homeopathy has made remarkable strides in the past half 
century, and is rapidly gaining in the medical field the place which was for a 
long time denied it. The extraordinary results which have been obtained by 
its followers, and its now unquestioned efficiency have raised homeopathy to a 
recognized science. A prominent physician of this branch of medicine in Peoria 
is Dr. Franklin S. Davis, who has his offices at 712 Hamilton boulevard. Dr. 
Davis has attained a reputation in Peoria for his skill in the treatment of the 
diseases of little children. 

H e  was born in Lacon, Illinois, June 12, 1869, the son of Dr. Geol-ge and 
Emily (Sheaff) Davis of that city. His father was a practicing physician in 
Lacon for many years but came to Peoria for a wider field in 1872 and remained 
in active practice here up to the time of his death in 1873, when his son was 
only four years old. Dr. Davis, the subject of this sketch, received his early 
education in the grammar grades of Lacon, and was graduated from the high 
school of that city in 1887. H e  spent the following year teaching school and in 
1888 entered the Urbana University of Urbana, Ohio, where he remained for 
one year, coming to Peoria in 1889 to read up on the subject of medicine. H e  
entered the Chicago Hoineopathic Medical College soon after, and was gradu- 
ated from this institution in 1893. H e  returned in~n~ediately to Peoria, and 

' 

opened his office, and his practice has increased in a gratifying manner year by 
year. Dr. Davis is well known in this city, and his remarkable success in the 
treatment of the ailments of small children has gained for him a local reputa- 
tion which is well deserved. H e  does a general inec'lical practice, but talies a 
great interest in the subject of obstetrics and pediatrics, in which field he has 
been very successful. 

Dr. Davis was married in 1894 to l l iss  34aucle Alexander of Sterling, Illi- 
nois, a daughter of Hon. J. \V. Alexander, a prominent attorney of that place. 
Fraternally Dr. Davis is a Mason, and is prominent in the Modern Woodmen 
of America and the North American Union. H e  is very active in illedical 
circles in this city, and his ability and success have heen recognized by the pro- 
fession as well as the citizens of Peoria county. Since Igor he has been at- 
tending physician for the Home of the Friendless of this city. is on the staff 
of the Deaconess Hospital and is attending physician for the Crittentoil Home. 
Dr. Davis talies a great interest in the affairs of his profession, keeps his knowl- 
edge up to clate and his methods modern, and is in every respect an able and 
~ v o r t h ~  physician. H e  scrvcd as city mcdical inspector of schools for the last 
two years, and is a member of the Peoria City Medical Society. Mrs. Davis is 
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secretary of the Peoria IVomen's Club of which she has been a member for 
many years. 

]luring all the years of his practice in Peoria Dr. Davis has kept his ideals un- 
tarnished and his professional conscience clear. H e  keeps abreast of the times and 
is thoroughly acquainted with the most modern professional discoveries. The 
life of any doctor who is enterprising and scrupulous in the various relations 
of his life is not an easy one, hut Dr. Davis' has always been an honor to the 
city he has made his home. 

FRANK P. KINSEY. 

Frank P. Kinsey, superintendent and director of the Avery Company of 
Peoria, has been actively connected with it since 1882. When the Avery Com- 
pany, which has grown so wonderfully in the twenty years which have since 
elapsed, first located in Peoria in the big shop, Mr. Kinsey came with them as 
foreman of the machine shop. All during the years of his connection with 
the great implement firm, his work has been of a high order, showing a thor- 
ough knowledge of the details of the machinist trade, and expert workmanship. 

Mr. Kinsey was born in Scranton, Pennsylvania, the son of Thomas P. and 
Ellen Kinsey. The family early removed to Reading, where Frank Kinsey re- 
ceived his education, and where he served his time as a machinist apprentice in 
the general shop of hlillert Pr Kinsey of which his father was at that time a 
partner. The elder Kinsey was an expert mechanical engineer, and brought his 
son up to an appreciation of the value of honest and expert workmanship, and 
to a knowledge of what the qualities of hard work and intelligent industry will 
gain for a man in the world of business. Frank Kinsey subsequently worked 
in Iowa shops. the last place being the Reading Iron Works. He came to Peoria 
in October, 1882, to take the position as foreman of the machine shop of the 
Avery Company. His promotion was rapid and well deserved. In 1594 he was 
appointed assistant superintendent, and was made a director in the company in 
1904, rising to his present position of superintendent two years later in 1906. 

Mr. Kinsey is a prominent man in Peoria today. H e  is a member of the 
Creve Coeur Club, and actively interested in the Association of Commerce. His 
position of responsibility in a firm employing over thirteen hundred men, and 
doing an immense amount of business in farm implements of all kinds, and 
whose market comprises the whole civilized world, is not a sinecure. R4r. Kin- 
sey has a constant call upon his business initiative and his ability in the manage- 
ment of men, and the call never goes unanswered. 

The name of Eourland has been a synonym for over a half century in Peoria 
for all that is honorable and worthy in business life and all that is charming in 
social circles in this city. The family is now represented by B. L. T. Bourland, 
the first of the name to settle in this city, ~ v h o  is eighty-seven years old 
and is still prominent and active in commercial circles, and by his son, R. R. 
Bourland, who has been identified with the firm of Bourland & Bailey, dealers 
in real estate and investments, for over thirty years. B. L. T. Eourland is the 
father of the subject of this sketch and senior member of the firm of which R. 
R. Bourland is now manager. There is no more active or public-spirited citizen 
in Peoria today than the elder I1rt-. Rourland and the qualities of energy, sound 



206 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

business judgment and keen discrimination which were the foundations of his 
success he has handed down as a heritage to his son. 

R. R. Bourland was born in Peoria, March 12, 1856, and received his early 
education in the public schools of this city. At the age of fifteen he left Peoria 
to enter tlie Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute at Troy, New York, where he re- 
mained one year and then entered the University of Illinois a t  Champaign, where 
he continued his civil engineering course. H e  followed the profession of en- 
gineering for about five years or until, in 1879, he entered into the employ of 
the real-estate firm of Bourland & Bailey, and is now occupying the position of 
manager of that concern. 

In 1879 Mr. Bourland married Miss Ida V. Bailey, of Plainville, 3lichigan, 
a sister of Oliver J. Bailey. They have three children: Morrison B., now a 
prominent printer of  Peoria; Julia Preston, who married Arthur G. Clark; 
and Fred B., an engineer and farmer of southern California. Mr. Bourland be- 
longs to the Creve Coeur Club and is also actively identified with the Royal 
League. During the entire cotlrse of his business life R. R. Bourland has mani- 
fested the honorable traits of high-minded business dealing and strict inteirity 
which distinguished his father for so many years, and has gained a position in 
the business and social circles of this city not unworthy of his name. 

ROBERT SCHOLES. 

Robert Scholes, serving for the second term as state's attorney, has made a 
most creditable record in defense of the interests of Peoria county before the 
bar. H e  holds to the highest standards of professional service and has never 
deviated from the course which he believes to be right. Peoria is therefore proud 
to number him anlong her native sons and accords him rank with her representa- 
tive and honored citizens. H e  was born here in 1866, the son of Richard and 
Anna Scholes, and has always resided in Peoria, save for a brief period of a few 
years which the family spent in Pekin during his boyhood days. H e  attended the 
grammar schools of that city and upon his return to Peoria entered the high 
school, where he pursued the Latin course and was graduated with honors. X 
liberal literary education thus constituted the foundation for his professiona1 
knowledge. In preparation for the bar he became a student in the law office of 
Kellogg & Canleron and was admitted to practice on the 21st of Xovember, 1889. 
H e  had displayed great thoroughness in the mastery of the principles of jurisprud- 
ence and thus took up his professional duties well equipped for the work which 
has since claimed his time and energies. I t  was soon manifest that his ideals of 
professional service were very high. From the beginning of his practice he 
declared that he would never take a disreputable case or descend to trickery or  
chicanery and to this rule he has always strictly adhered throughout his active 
career. H e  believes in the honesty and fair dealing of the lawyer just as thor- 
oughly as  he believes in that of the business man, and it soon became evident that 
the word of Robert Scholes was to be relied upon. Moreover, he gave to his 
clients the benefit of well developed talents and of unwearied industry, yet never 
has forgotten that he owes a still higher allegiance to the majesty of the law. 
Success came to him because his preparation of a case was comprehensive and 
exhaustive and his presentation of his cause before the court was strong, 
logical and forceful. 

It  was not long before Mr. Scholes was entrusted with much litigation in 
which the city was interested. H e  served as municipal attorney for three terms 
in the villages of South Peoria, Peoria Heights and Bartonville, being called to 
the last namcd on the organization of the village. Still higher political honors 
awaited him, involving work of even greater importance, for in 190.1 he was 
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elected by a large majority to the position of state's attorney for Peoria county. 
His record won the confidence and gained for him the honor and respect of repre- 
sentatives of every poiltical faith and a t  the close of his term there was practi- 
cally no other candidate in the field against him. 011 his reelection he received 
the unqualified indorsement of a majority of the voters of the county. During 
his first term the emoluments of the office were on the fee basis but by an act of 
the legislature a t  its recent session the position has been given a fixed salary. 

Mr. Scholes' success in his profession affords the best evidence of his capa- 
bilities in this line. H e  is a strong advocate with the jury and concise in his 
appeals before the court. His seems to be a natural discrimination as to legal 
ethics and he is so thoroughly well read in the minutia of the law that he is able 
to base his arguments upon a thorough knowledge of and familiarity with prece- 
dents and to present a case upon its merits, never failing to recognize the main 
point at issue and never neglecting to give a thorough preparation. His pleas have 
been characterized by a terse and decisive logic and a lucid presentation rather 
than by flights of oratory, and his power is the greater before the court or jury 
from the fact that it is recognized that his aim is ever to secure justice and not to 
enshroud the cause in a sentimental garb of illusion which will thwart the princi- 
ples of right and equity involved. A strong mentality, an invjncible courage, a 
most determined individuality have so entered into his makeup as to render him a 
natural leader of men and a director of pul~lic opinion. 

JACOE FVACHENHEIMER. 

One of the more prominent business men of Peoria is Jacob Wachenheimer, 
who was born in New York city. At  an early age Mr. Wachenheimer removed 
from the American metropolis to Peoria, Illinois, where he received his educa- 
tion and initial business training. H e  started as a clerk, when quite a young man, 
with the insurance firm of Robinson & Callender and his services were so efficient 
and so much appreciated by his employers that after a few years' time he was 
called to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by the general manager of the Franklin 
Fire Insurance Company of that city, where he served in the home office of that 
company for six years as assistant to the general manager-a position which he 
filled very creditably. Upon the death of Mr. Robinson. Mr. Wachenheimer 
returned to Peoria, where he became associated with Eliot Callender. Although 
the business of Mr. Callender before Mr. Wachenheimer became associated with 
him was very gratifying, it has expanded by leaps and bounds since the forma- 
tion of the firm of Callender & Company, which is now by far  the largest con- 
cern of its kind in Peoria and the largest in Illinois outside of Chicago. and is 
doing a constantly increasing insurance business. Mr. Wachenheimer is the 
managing partner of his firm, his executive ability as well as  grasp of detail 
being among his strong business qualifications. He was for two years president 
of the Illinois Association of Fire Insurance Agents, a fact which clearly in- 
dicates the esteem and confidence placed in him by his fellows. H e  is one of  
the directors of the Commercial German National Bank of Peoria, is president 
of the Peoria Livery Company and vice president of the Burlington Elevator 
Company and a stockholder in a number of other local business concerns. 

Mr. Wachenheimer was married in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Miss Susie 
E. Hood, daughter of John and Mary A. Hood. Mrs. Wachenheimer comes of 
a very old and highly respected family of Philadelphia, which a t  One time owned 
all the property between that city and Chester, Pennsylvania. 

In his political views and activities Mr. Wachenheimer is a republican. H e  
has been a trustee of the Peoria park hoard, intimating very clearly not only his 
public spirit but his consideration for  the needs of his fellow citizens along lines 
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of recreation and also his eye for the beautiful as well as for  the useful in city 
life. His standing among the business men of Peoria is evidenced by the fact 
that he was 'for some time president of the Board of Trade, a position it1 which 
he was very active, filling the place with credit to himself and much satisfhc- 
tion to his business associates and friends. H e  is a worthy exemplar of the 
Masonic fraternity, belonging to the blue lodge, the chapter, the consistory and 
the Mystic Shrine. H e  is also a member of the Country Club of Peoria, and 
was its president and governor for eleven years. The Creve Coeur Club is for- 
tunate in numbering among its members Mr. Wachenheimer, who served as its 
president and on its board of directors for several terms. H e  likewise belongs 
to the :Illinois Valley Yacht Club. The business and fraternal activities of Mr. 
Wachenheimer in Peoria have made him one of the best known and most highly 
respected residents of this city. His sterling integrity is a quality known and 
appreciated, while his genial manner has won for him a host of friends. 

PETER F. JAMES, M. D. 

Dr. Peter F. James, whose residence and office are at No. 2106 South' 
Adams street in Peoria, has been a general practitioner of medicine here since 
June, 1910. On coming to this city he established himself in the Jefferson build- 
ing, there maintaining an office until February, 1911, when he removed to his 
present location, having taken over the practice of the late Dr. Norval, who 
had for over thirty-three years practiced in this block on South Adams street. 
Dr. James was born near Louisville, Kentucky, January 8, 1882, a son of John 
and Mary M. James. H e  was reared in Chicago and in the public schools he 
received a common and high school education. H e  then attended the Valparaiso 
(Ind.) University, from which he was graduated in 1905, having taken the 
scientific course. Subsequently he entered the Chicago College of Medicine 
and Surgery, which institution conferred upon him the degree of M. D, in 1910. 
During the last year of his studies in Chicago he acted as interne at the West 
Side Hospital, leaving for  Peoria upon his graduation. Dr. James is a mem- 
ber of the Peoria County and Illinois State Medical Societies and the American 
Medical Association. He is building up a very satisfactory practice and in- 
dications are that he will attain a prominent place among the professional men 
of the city of his adoption. 

Dr. James was married in 1909 to Miss Alice Ryan, of Chicago, and to them 
one child, Frances, has heen born. Fraternally he is identified with the lilac- 
cabees and the Modern Woodmen of America. 

WILLIAM hIAJOR, k1. D. 

Since 1906 Dr. William Major has practiced in Peoria, nlaintaining his office 
at KO. 3028 South Adams street. He was born on the farm of his father in 
Mioodford county, Illinois, December 17, 1873, his parents being Joseph and 
Mary F. (Jones) Major. He was reared on the home farm and received a 
common-school education at the country schoolhouse, after which he entered 
Eureka College, from which he was graduated in 18gG. Subsequently he en- 
tered the Chicago College of Physicians and Surgeons, winning the degree of 
RI. D. in 1901. He commenced the practice of medicine in hlexico, where he 
\vent as surgeon for the American Smelting & Refining Company, now the 
American Products Sr Refining Company. This position he held with distinc- 
tion to himself and satisfaction to his employers until 1906, after which he re- 
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lnoved to Peoria, entering upon a general practice. The Doctor is enjoying an 
extensive and lucrative patronage, particularly in South Peoria, which is grow- 
ing year by year as his professional skill is coming to be more generally recog- 
nized and as his acquaintance is being extended. He served for the two years 
of 1909 and 1910 as assistant county physician, a position which he filled with 
much credit. 

On October 7. 1903, Dr. Major married Miss 1Iaud Neacham, of Eureka, 
Illinois, and they reside at 2416 South Adams street. Fraternally he is a Mason, 
exen~plifying in his life the beneficent teachings of the craft. Dr. Major is 
wel.1 and favorably known among the members of the medical fraternity here 
and in his practice has ever conformed to the highest professional ethics. - 

WILLIAM T. DOWDALL, M. D., B. A. 

Occupying a conspicuous place in the professional galaxy of Peoria stands 
Dr. William T. Dowdall, a physician and surgeon whose natural ability, educa- 
tion and training have secured for  him not only a fine general practice but also 
numerous appointments of trust and honor by various life insurance companies 
and fraternal orders and by one of the greatest railroad corporations in this 
state. The Doctor has practiced in Peoria since 1905. He is a native of this 
city, born August 18, 1872, a son of William T.  and Delle (Mason) Dowdall. 
His father for twenty-five years was a newspaper man in Illinois. During his 
professional career he published two papers in Peoria-the Peoria Daily Natlonal 
Democrat (succeeded later by the Herald) and the Evening Review. H e  like- 
wise published the Pekin (Ill.) Times, the Virginia Enquirer and the Jackson- 
ville Daily Courier. William T. Dowdall was also the first postmaster to oc- 
cupy the present fine postoffice building of this city, serving four years during 
President Cleveland's first term of office. H e  is now living retired in Memphis, 
Tennessee, with another son, Paul Mason Dowdall, an attorney. 

William T. Dowdall, Jr., whose name introduces this review, received his 
early education in the common and high schools of the city of his nativity. He 
became the first special delivery messenger in Peoria. Wishing to augment his 
knowledge, he entered the Illinois College a t  Jacksonville, there taking the 
preparatory course, and afterward attended the Miabash College at Crawfords- 
ville, Indiana, from which he was graduated in 1895 with the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts. In the fall of that year he entered the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons in Chicago, being graduated with honors from that institution in 1898. 
Subsequently he had over one year's experience as interne at the West Side 
Hospital in Chicago and then secured a civil service appointment placing him 
on the board of health in that city, a position which he held from 1899 until 
1903. During that time he was on the smallpox staff and also was con~missioned 
to the care of scarlet fever and diphtheria cases. After the valuable profes- 
sional experience thus secured in Chicago, Dr. Donrdall, with his brother. Dr. 
Guy Dowdall, now chief surgeon of the Illinois Central Railroad went to Clin- 
ton, Illinois, in 1903, there practicing in partnership with his brother until 1 9 5 .  
when he came to Peoria. During the period of their residence in Clinton the 
brothers were division surgeons for the Illinois Central. On coming to Peoria. 
Dr. William T. Do~vdall opened offices at No. 105 South Jefferson street and 
later renloved to suite 232, IVoolner building, where he is now located. In 
addition to discharging the duties devolving upon him by reason of his large 
general practice, Dr. Do~vdall acts as local surgeon for the Illinois Central Rail- 
road, examiner for the Iletropolitan Life Insurance Company, the Central Union 
Life Insurance Company. the Hartford Life Tnsurance Company, the Nodern 
Woodmen of America, Independent Order of Foresters, 11~-stic llTorkers of 
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the World and Fraternal Reserves. H e  is a member of the National Railroad 
Surgeons Association, the American Medical Association aQd the Peoria City 
and Illinois State Medical Societies. 

Dr. Dowdall was united in marriage, in 1901, to Miss Anna Connole of Car- 
rollton, Illinois, and to them has been born one child, Annadelle Mason Dew- 
dall. Mrs. Dowdall is a leader in musical circles of the city and with her rich 
soprano of a peculiarly soft timbre and sweetness, of remarkable power of es-  
pression, and precision and clearness of tone, even in the upper registers, often 
delights enraptured audiences with her renditions. The Doctor is a promitlent 
member of the Creve Coeur and Kickapoo Golf Clubs. 

EBERHARD GODEL. 

A country has but one ruler, be he emperor, president or king. Few, there- 
fore, have the opportunity of attaining to the highest administrative position 
and the prizes in military life, too, are comparatively few. The field of business, 
however, is limitless and its prizes are many; they may be won by earnest, per- 
sistent and intelligently directed effort and as one passes beyond the starting 
point of his career he finds that competition is less and his chances more certain. 
Eberhard Godel is numbered among those whose prosperity had its root in de- 
termined, persistent effort and sound business judgment. Moreover, his dealings 
were at all times in conformity with the high standard of commercial ethics and 
thus when death called him he left to his family the priceless heritage of an 
untarnished name as well as  a most substantial competence. H e  was one of the 
worthy citizens Germany furnished Peoria, his birth having occurred in Feuer- 
bach, Wurtemberg, Germany, May 26, 1836. H e  was a youth of fourteen years 
when he came with his mother and younger sister to America. H e  served a four 
years' apprenticeship to the hatters' trade in Hoboken, New Jersey, and in 1854 
came with his mother and sister to Peoria where he became connected with the 
butchers' trade. For two years he was associated in that business with Charles 
Breier and then removed to Eurlington, Iowa, where he engaged in the business 
of slaughtering and of selling meat. In 1857 he became a resident of Monmouth, 
Illinois, where he conducted a similar business and in May, 1858, he returned to 
Peoria. For nine years thereafter, he devoted his attention to buying and selling 
stock and won a measure of success in that business that enabled him to start 
out along another line. In 1867 he bought an interest in the firm of Ullman & 
Gebhardt at which time the firm style of Godel Pr Gebhardt was assumed. This 
relation continued for ten years and in 1877 Mr. Godel purchased his partner's 
interest and bent his energies to the conduct of his business which he continually 
enlarged in scope and volume. H e  began pork packing in addition to slaughtering 
and selling meats and his patronage steadily increased. In 1882 his son, George 
G., joined him in a partnership under the firm name of E. Godel & Sori and in 1885 
Frank G. Godel joined them under the firm style of E. Godel & Sons, the firm 
being incorporated in 1888. Mr. Godel was successful in his chosen business 
and became the leading slaughterer and vendor of meats in the city of Peoria, 
and so continued for  many years. H e  was fairly successful in his business and 
accumulated a fair fortune, which, with his good name, he left to his family 
as their inheritance. In 1882 he erected a brick business block on North Adams 
street, where he conducted the office and retail departments of the business. 

On the 8th of June, 1857, in Burlington, Iowa, occurred the marriage of 
Mr. Godel and Miss Elizabeth Renz, who was born September 15, 1832, in Liver- 
pool, Perry county, Pennsylvania. Her father, John Renz, was born in Schoen- 
dorf, Wurtemberg, Germany, June 9, 1782, and died the year of his arrival in 
Peoria-1858. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary Elizabeth Smith, 
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was born in Liverpool, Perry county, Pennsylvania, September 12, 1804, and 
in 1858 came to Peoria where she passed away in 18%. Seven children were 
born unto Mr. and Mrs. Godel: George G., deceased; Frank G.; Henry, who 
has departed this life; Henry E.; Albert, also deceased; Theodore A.; and 
Louisa. Mr. Godel met death in the great railroad wreck at Chatsworth on the 
10th of August, 1887. H e  was spoken of as a "man of quiet, unostentatious 
manners, diligent in business, a faithful, devoted friend and honorable and up- 
right in all the relations of life." His political allegiance was given to the re- 
publican party and while he never sought office he was always loyal in citizenship 
and devoted to the best interests of the community in which he lived. He held 
membership in the Methodist church, was an advocate of temperance and a 
supporter of all those projects and measures which he deemed essential to honor- 
able, upright manhood. Peoria recognized that in his death she had lost one of 
her representative and valued citizens and many of his friends in this city still 
cherish his memory. 

GEORGE JOBST. 

One who bears the name of Jobst needs no introduction to the readers of 
this volume, for the name has figured prominently and honorably in connection 
with building interests here and is a synonym for all that is most progressive in 
that field of labor. Under the firm name of Jotlst & Sons a contracting busi- 
ness is conducted that is second to none in Illinois. In addition to his connec- 
tion with this firni George J. Jobst is a director in the Dime Savings Bank, fig- 
uring in financial circles of Peoria in this capacity since ~gog. 

H e  was born in this city in September? 1875, and pursued his education in 
the public schools. His business training came to him from his father, Valen- 
tine Jobst, Sr., after he had graduated from the Peoria high school and also 
from the University of Illinois, in which he pursued a course as a civil and ar- 
chitectural engineer. The broad scientific training t11.u~ received has been a feat- 
ure in the success of the firm, for after leaving school he at once joined his 
father and brothers in the conduct of a business of great magnitude. Their 
efforts extend beyond the limits of Peoria and their reputation places them in a 
foremost position as leading contractors of central Illinois. 

George J. Jobst was united in marriage to Miss Laura E. Kelson, of Cham- 
paign, Illinois, and in the social circles of Peoria they occupy a prominent place. 
Mr. Jobst belongs to the Delta Tau Delta, a college fraternity, also to the Creve 
Coeur Club and the Country Club of Peoria and to the University Club of Chi- 
cago. H e  is a typical young business man of the present age-wide-awake, 
energetic - 1  resourceful, finding his opportunities in prevailing conditions, 
which he wisely utilizes in the upbuilding of his own fortunes and in the im- 
provement of the city of his nativity. 

HARRY J. TRUE. 

Among the young men of Peoria who undeniably exercise a perceptible in- 
fluence in the business world of the city, is Harry J. True. 'Without detracting 
from the merits of thousands of other young men, who have gained honorable 
distinction and enduring names for themselves in the paths of honest industry 
in this city, we may safely say that few men of his years have interwoven their 
names with as many projects and enterprises as has Mr. True. He belongs to 
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Peoria, whose citizens claim hiin as their own, and who delight in honoring his 
intelligence and business energy on any possible occasion. 

Mr. True, a young business man of ability and sterling integrity, was born 
on the home farm in Saratoga township, hlarshall county, Illinois, January 25, 
1854, and his father, Albert True, is now living retired in Henry, this state. 
I-Iarry J. True was reared under the parental roof, and began his education in 
the common schools, taking later on a high-school course in Marshall county, 
and then attended the Illinois Normal School of Dixon and con~pleted his 
education in Brown's Business College of Peoria. At the age of eighteen he 
left the home farm and came to Peoria, here becoming identified with the imple- 
ment trade. In 1908 he secured a half interest in the old established imple- 
ment, transfer and storage business of the Kircher Company, a concern founded 
twenty-five or  thirty years ago by Henry C. Kircher, now deceased. The com- 
pany handles carriages, buggies, implements, horse supplies and accessories, and 
does a large business in those lines. The transfer and storage of household 
goods is an equally important part of their business, to which they give careful 
attention with the result that they do a very satisfactory business in those lines. 
Harry J. True was the very efficient manager of this concern until January I ,  
1912, and not a little of their success was due to his careful management and 
capable business ability. On the first of January, 1912, he sold his interest in 
the above company, to take up the duties of  office manager of the Domestic 
Vacuum Sweeper Con~pany. This sweeper was invented by Dr. Quist of Wor- 
cester, hilassachusetts, who sold the right to patent and manufacture the same 
to the present owners. On February I ,  1911, was organized the Domestic 
Vacuurn Sweeper Con~pany with headquarters a t  Peoria, Illinois, and factories 
at Worcester, Massachusetts. The business has grown wonderfully. The out- 
put which at first was about thirty per day has now reached six hundred, and 
the factories are being rebuilt to increase the output to over one thousand per 
day. The product is sold throughout America and Europe and many salesman 
are employed. The sweeper is designed especially for cleaning carpets and 
rugs. However, it can be used most successfully for cleaning walls, draperies, 
upholstered furniture. bedding, etc., by use of special attachments. There is 
nothing to get out of order, and nothing to wear out-shortly, it is an article 
that is almost indispensable to the housewife. This industry is bound to prove 
one of the greatest in the middle west. The officers of the company are, Silas 
Ropp, president; B. C. Koch, secretary and treasurer; J. E.  Gerber, vice pres- 
ident and general manager; Harry J. True, office manager. 

Durlng Mr. True's ten years' residence in this city he has demonstrated that 
he not only has good business qualifications but also social qualities which indicate 
that he will achieve a prominent place in our business and social circles. In 
business transactions, he exhibits a quick appreciation and prompt decision 
which are as necessary to the successful merchant as the successful general, but 
tempered with a courtesy which wins the esteem of all who come into contgct with 
him. In private life, his amiable and generous disposition have endeared him 
to numbers of friends. Mr. True has the rare gift of imbuing his followers 
with an enthusiasm that never wearies nor is mercenary. Especially do the 
young men take service under him and do an incredible amount of work in- 
spired by that dynamic force of their leader. Add to these qualities, an uiiabating 
energy, a perfect grasp of detail, an intensity of purpose that never takes any- 
thing for granted, and a boldness in planning, and a rapidity of execution that 
leaves between the flash and the report scarcely the interval of a second, and 
you have Mr. True in an almost perfect light. 

As a life companion, Mr. True chose Miss Josephine Cline, of Canton, Illi- 
nois, their union occurring November 18, 1909, and to them has been born a 
daughter, Marie Catherine. on So\rernl?er 28, T ~ T T .  Social diversions ITr. True 
finds as a member of the Creve Coeur Club, and he is affiliated with the Travel- 



ers' Protective Association. Mr. True's thorough business qualifications and 
his well-known executive ability have always been in great demand in the com- 
inercial activities of Peoria, and his strict probity in all his relations, have met 
with that return of warm personal regard and financial success ~vhich such dis- 
tinguishing qualities richly merit. 

CHXUSCEY COLE. 

Among the many successful business men of Peoria who have won place 
and .fortune as the direct result of their O\\~II untiring diligence and unfailing 
integrity, we find occupying a prominent position Chauncey G. Cole, sales man- 
ager and director of the Jobst-Bethard Company, the largest and best known 
wholesale grocery house in this city. 3Ir. Cole, who is one of Peoria's own 
sons, was born on the 13th of January, 1874, his parents being Johnson L. and 
Louisa A. Cole. The father is one of Peoria's most prominent and influential 
men. H e  is a pioneer banker and a thirty-third degree Mason and his name is 
a household word in this city. More extended mention is made of hiin on 
another page of this work. 

Chauncey G. Cole was reared and educated in Peoria. H e  attended its public 
schools, where his diligence fitted him at the early age of fifteen years to accept- 
ably fill a position with the great wholesale establishment \\-it11 which he has 
been for twenty-three consecutive years actively connected. Beginning at the 
foot of the ladder. he worked himself up through the various subordinate de- 
partments until he became sales and pricing manager for this inammoth con- 
cern, which has in its eillploy more than a score of traveling salesmen, dispens- 
ing its output throughout the central west. In addition to the managenlent of 
his departments, his voice is heard as a director in all the affairs and details 
concerning the policy of the business. Having grown up in the atnlosphere of 
the wholesale grocery trade, he is well qualified to give advice on every detail 
of its affairs, and his alertness to the needs of the trade, gained through his 
close connection with the travelers representing the company. renders his counsel 
invaluable along all lines. The concern of Jobst-Bethard Coml>any owes to him 
in no small degree the large success which it is enjoying. 

Mr. Cole chose for his life partner Miss Lillian C. Best of Peoria, a daugh- 
ter of Herman Best. One child, Louisa A. Cole, has been born to them. Mr. 
Cole occupies a prominent place in the fraternal life of the city. I l e  is a Knight 
Templar >lason, belongs to the Mystic Shrine and is at present enlinent com- 
mander in the commandery. Long a member of the Travelers' Protective Asso- 
ciation, he is one of the state directors of that body and also chairinan of the 
state board. The city of Peoria has few young men of greater proimise and 
of more real value to its business, social, civic and fraternal life than Cliauncey 
G. Cole. 

JOHN H. DUNLAP 

Among those who are active in managing city affairs in official capacities is 
numbered John I-I. Dunlap, who is ilo~v serving as alderman from the Fourth 
ward. At the same time he is carrying on a successful business as a contractor 
and builder, and in this connection has secured an extensive and growing 
patronage. H e  has resided in Peoria contiiluously since 1894 and since 1897 
has been identified with its buildin? interests. H e  was born a t  Chenoa. Illinois, 
on the 17th of February, 1869. EI~s  fatl~cr,  John Dunlap. u7as also a carpenter 
and contractor, who for a long period was engaged in building in Chenoa, 
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where John H. Dunlap spent his boyhood and youth and acquired his educa- 
tion as a public-school student. H e  afterward learned t l ~ e  carpenter's trade 
under the direction of his father, with whom he worked until his removal to 
Chicago, Illinois, where he resided for eight years, later coming to Peoria. His 
training was thorough and practical and he came to this city well qualified to 
win advancement. His work has ever coillmended him to the public patronage, 
for he is straightforward and reliable in his dealings. After two or three years 
spent in this city in the employ of others he started in business on his own 
account and is today well known as a general contractor, evidences of whose 
handiwork are seen in some of the fine structures of the city. He erected the res- 
idences of Charles Ulrich, A. C. Pffeifer, W. J. Ealzer and a number of others, 
and also remodeled the Lyceum Theater and Onken's Laundry. During the busy 
season he has employed as many as fifty carpenters. H e  gives to all of the 
work his general supervision and sees to it that the labor is thoroughly done, 
that the bulldings are constructed in a substantial manner and at the same time 
close attention is paid to comfort and convenience. 

In 1903, in Peoria, Mr. Dunlap was united in marriage to Miss Nettie Wil- 
liamson, and they have become the parents of an interesting little daughter, 
Ruth. Mr. Dunlap is a member of the Masonic fraternity and also of the 
Independent Order of Odd 1;ellows. In the former organization he has taken 
the degrees of the chapter and council and has filled all of the chairs in the differ- 
ent Masonic organizations with which he has been identified. His political 
allegiance is given to the Republican party, which, recognizing his fitness for  
office, made him its nominee for the position of city councilman in the spring 
of 1908. H e  was elected on that occasion and after two years' service received 
indorsement of his course in office in reelection. In 1912 he again was elected 
to the office, so that he is now serving for the third term. H e  does everything 
in his power in this connection to further the best interests of the city and his 
practical and beneficial ideas concerning good government are recognized by 
his associates in the council and the general public. 

BEXJX1,TIN D. EREWSTER. 

Benjamin D. Ere~vster is vice president of the Erewster-Evans Coal Com- 
pany. producers and wholesalers of coal, with offices at 1028 Jefferson build- 
ing, Peoria. 1Ir.  Erewster was born in Peru, Illinois, November 24, 1864. 
His father, Theron D. Erewster, went to Peru in 1835 and in 1836-7 laid out 
the site of that city. The Erewsters still o\vn considerable property in Peru 
and vicinity. After a long ancl successful business life Theron D. Brewster 
died in 1897. after wl~ich event Genjamin D. Rrewster took up the work where 
it had been laid down. The senior Brewster was one of the first directors of 
the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad Coinpany ant1 also a prominent 
banker in his day. 

I?enjarnin D. Ere~vster was reared in Peru, where he received his early edu- 
cation, but while yet only a boy 11e became identified with the Chicago Board 
of Trade. His experience as a coal dealer and opcratoi- covers a period of about 
fifteen years. For many years during his early business career he paid a great 
deal of attention to  locating and selling coal mines. In 1909 Mr. Brewster be- 
came the senior member of the coal firm of Crewster Q Evans, \vhich was con- 
tlucted ancl continued in Peoria until February, 1911, when was incorporated 
the Rre~vster-Evans Coal Company. The base of the supplies of this company 
is principally near South Eartonville, Peoria county, Wallace C. Evans being 
president of the corporation. Their mine and coal are named the "Walben." 
3lessrs. Rrewster and Evans were interested in the Crescent Coal Company 



HISTORY OF PEORI--1 COUXTY 219 

al>out one year. Previous to his locating in Peoria, Mr. Crewster had been in 
the coal business many years. He is a business Inan of sterling integrity, with 
a large circle of associates and friends. H e  is vice president and chairman of 
the board of directors of the Peru Plow 8 Wheel Company of Peru, Illinois, 
a concern doing an extensive business and requiring considerable attention at 
the hands of l l r .  Brewster. 

a companion and helpmate on the journey of life 1Ir .  Grewster chose 
Miss Anna Detweiller, of Peoria, daughter of John and Louisa Detweiller. One 
son was born to them, Cenjamin D., Jr. The family reside at S o .  1015 Sor th  
Jefferson avenue in Peoria. 

JOHSSOX L-AFAYETTE COLE. 

Tllere are few, if any, residents of Peoria of Mr. Cole's age-seven?-eight 
years-who can claim as long a connectiorl with the city and its developlllent 
as he, for he was but two years of age when brought to the little frontier village 
that has now become the second city in size in Illinois. He has, therefore, 
witnessed the development of this district from the days of the primitive past 
to the progressive present when Peoria has every advantage and opportunity 
known to the older east. To  its developnlent and progress he has made valu- 
able contribution through his identification in business affairs and in every rela- 
tion Ile has commanded the unqualified regard of his fellow townsmen. 

Mr. Cole was born in Cheshire. Eerlishire county, llasachusetts, January 
19, 1834. The ancestral line is traced back to Hugh Cole of English birth ~ v h o  
hecanle the father of the Anlerican branch of the family, settling a t  Plymouth, 
-1Iassachusetts, in 1632, and in 1634 he wedded Mary Foxhall and from him the 
line of descent is tracecl down to Cenjamin Cole, who was horn in Swansea, 
3Iassachusetts, in 1678; Israel Cole in Swansea, in 1709; Israel Cole (11). born 
at Rehoboth in 1735 ; David Cole, born in Cheshire, In 1781 : and Xln~iran S. 
Cole, born in Cheshire in 1805. The founder of the family in the new lvorld 
was a inan of prominence in his community, filling various important positions 
in connection wit11 the colonial government such as deputy of the general court, 
selectinan of his town, and others. In  September, 1835, Almiran S. Cole left 
Lanesboro. 31assachusetts. and after spending sixty days in traveling across 
the country reached Peoria. In the embryo city he established a store on 1lain 
street but after two years sold out to Gardner T. Barker \\rho had been a clerk 

'in his employ. Througl~ the succeeding two years Mr. Cole ran the steamer 
"Frontier" as a passenger packet between La Salle and St. Louis. This was 
one of the first boats of its class on the Illinois river. Later Mr. Cole again 
eml~arked in merchandisin~, erecting a building in \i?hicl~ to conduct his store. 
In 1544 he built the first d~stillery in Peoria, conducting it for  two and one half 
years after which he sold out to Sylvanus Thonlpson. In 1847 he began the 
erection of a nluch larger establisl~ment-a four story structure which was built 
at a cost of thirty-eight thousand dollars and had a capacity of sisteen hundred 
hushels of grain per day. In a history pul>lished in 18-51 this is spoken of as 
one of the largest buildings in the Ilississippi valley. 1Tr. Cole had previously 
I~uilt the first warehouse in Peoria on the site of old Fort Clark. -4fter dis- 
posing of his. second distillery in 1868 he removecl to a farm in East Peoria 
upon which !le spent his remaining days in practical retirenlent save for  his 
supervision of his larqe real-estate interests. He was married at Ponrnall. 1-er- 
mont. January 18, 18.33, to Chloe 3T. Brown of Cheshire. llassachusetts, who 
died February 19. 1882. In their familv were nine children. 

Johnson 1,. Cole, one of the two surviving of this family, \\-as hut two years 
of age a t  the time of the removal to Peoria w11ic11 occurred four years after the 
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Black Hawk war. He was one of the first pul~ils in the schools of this tolvn, 
and in his youth he became assistant to his father who was then conducting a 
distillery. In that connection he worked his way upward and in 1860 became 
general manager, thus accluii-ing a wide accluaintance with practical business 
affairs. The distillery was sold in 1862 and Lfr. Cole afterward became an 
accountant in the office of a provost marshal at I'eoria which position he con- 
tinued to fill until the close of the war. In 1865 he then accompanied Adjutant 
Korton to Jacksonville and assisted in closing up the affairs of the office at that 
point. About 1868 he became accountant in the wholesale grocery house of 
S. H.  Thompson, with whom he remained until the business was closed out in 
1881. He then became accountant in the banking house of Callender, Ayres Pr 
Company, predecessors of the Comn~ercial Sational Cank and remained with 
the institution through all its various changes until 1908 when he resigned. H e  
is still, however, a d~rector in the bank but at the present time gives his atten- 
tion to no active business duties. The rest that he is enjoying is well merited 
for through many years he continued a prominent factor in l~usiness circles of  
the city. hlr. Cole has been married twice. His first wife, Louisa A. Mason, 
was a daughter of William and Anne lliason of Peoria. The children of this 
marriage are: Lafayette, who spent seven years in Japan. but is now located at 
San Diego, California; Annie, who died in infancy; Elwood Andrew, cashier 
of the Comnlercial Kational Bank; William Edmund, cashier in the hank of  
Zell, Hotchkiss & Company; Alice Thompson, who died in infancy; Chauncey 
Guth, connected with the grocery house of the Jol~st-Eethard Company; and 
Thaddeus Ely, who died in infancy. The wife and mother passed away June 
4, 1876. Mr. Cole was later married to hlrs. Emma L. Harlow of Peoria, 
who by her former marriage had three daughters: Mrs. Mary Beclienhaupt, 
Jessie T. and Ruth 11. 

Mr. Cole is a protninent Mason, stalwart in his support of the principles and 
purpose of the fraternity. H e  belongs to Peoria Lodge, F. &I A. hl . ;  also the 
chapter, council and cominandery of which he is a past eminent commander. In 
the consistory he has attained the thirty-second degree and he belongs to Mo- 
hammed Temple. A. A. 0. N. All. S., and to St. Helena Conclave of the Knights 
of Constantine in Peoria. On September 7, 1907, at Boston, Massachusetts, 
the thirty-third degree in Masonry was conferred upon Mr. Cole. H e  is 111ost 
loyal to the teachings of the craft and has held office in many of its branches. 
His entire life has been spent in harmony with its basic principles for he has 
ever recognized the brotherhood of inan and has labored untiringly to secure 
their adoption. 

HARRY B. MAGEE, 14. D. 

The medical profession has many worthy representatives in Peoria county- 
men who have been well trained for the onerotls ancl responsible duties whicl-1 
now devolve upon them and who are most conscientious in their performance. 
To  this class belongs Dr. Harry C. Rlagee, who is one of the best known and 
most successful among the younger physicians of the city. He has practiced 
here only since October 3, 1910, coming to this city after a year's private prac- 
tice in Pennsylvania and a year's service as interne in the Jiilliamsport (I'enn- 
sylvania) Hospital. He is a native son of the Keystone state, his birth having 
occurred in Clarion county, April 28, 1584, his parents being John A. and Anna 
Eliza (Sloan) ILIagee. The father died in 1900. H e  was a prominent hardware 
merchant of Clarion and his enterprise and energy were important factors in 
promoting the business activity of that place. 
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Dr. llagec was reared in his native town and at the usual age entered the 
Clarion public schools, wherein he pursued his studies until graduated from 
the high school with the class of  1901. He was ambitious, however, to acquire 
a broader knowledge and in Bucknell University, of Pennsylvania, he pursued 
a special course in biology and chemistry, thus preparing himself to enter upon 
the study of medicine, which he pursued in the University of Pennsylvania, 
completing a four years' course at his graduation from the medical department 
of that institution in the spring of 1908. His standing won him appointment 
to the position of interne in the \Villiamsport Hospital of lhrilliamsport, Penn- 
sylvania, where he remained for a year, after which he returned to his native 
town, where he opened an office and continued in practice for a year. On the 
~d of October, 1910, however, he arrived in Peoria and has since engaged in 
general practice here. His patronage has steadily increased and the demands 
upon his time and skill are now many. 

In 1910 Dr. hlagee was married to Miss Cora Estelle RIoore, of Clarion, 
Pennsylvania, and during the period of their residence in this city they have 
made many friends. Dr. Magee. however, is closely concentrating his energies 
and attention upon his profession. H e  belongs to the Peoria City 1Iedlcal 
Society, the Illinois State Medical Society, the American Medical Association, 
and the John C. Deaver Surgical Society, which is connected with the University 
of Pennsylvania. He is also a member of the Sigma Chi, a college fraternity, 
and is a Mason. H e  finds ample opportunity to exemplify the spirit of the craft 
in his practice and again and again in a professional connection extends a help- 
ing hand to the poor and needy, thus recognizing the fundamental principles 
upon which Masonry is founded-the brotherhood of mankind. 

Dr. William H. Willis is a very successful general medical practitioner of 
Peoria, where he has followed his profession since the 1st of April, 1898. His 
ability is displayed in the liberal patronage accorded him, for the worth of the 
physician is at once manifest in the results which attend his labors. Added to 
broad scientific knowledge he has a sympathetic manner and a spirit of human- 
itarianism that constitute features of his growing and well deserved success. 
He has been a representative of the profession in Illinois since 1881, although 
a resident of Peoria only since 1898. He was born a t  Ipava, Fulton county, 
Illinois, January 20, 1860, a son of  Dr. Amos Q. Willis, who practiced medicine 
at Ipava until his death, which occurred when his son William was but thir- 
teen inonths old. The boy was reared in Fulton county and there attended the 
public schools until he entered upon the study of medicine, pursuing a course 
in the Missouri Medical College, at St. Louis. from which he was graduated 
in the class of 1881. Immediately afterward he opened an office in Eureka. 
Illinois, where he remained for five years, removing in 1886 to Marshall county, 
Illinois, where he continued in active practice for eleven years. Desirous of 
promoting his knowledge and skill he then entered the New York Polyclinic, 
where he pursued his studies in 1897 and 1898, being in due time graduated 
therefrom. With this added equipment he resolved to seek the broader op- 
portunities offered in the city and came to Peoria. H e  has a large general 
practice but also specializes to a considerable extent in surgery and displays 
rare training and ability in that line. He has a comprehensive kno~vledge of 
the anatomy and the component parts of  the human body and possesses that 
cool and quiet nerve necessary in emergency cases. H e  has served on the staff 
of Proctor Hospital and is a member of the Peoria City and Illinois State 
hfedical Societies and the American Medical Association. 

T'ol . 11- I 1 
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-At Eureka, Illinois, in 1884, Dr. IVillis was united in marriage to l l iss  Dycie 
Van Dyke, of that city, and they have become the parents of three children: 
Ethel, who is the wife of E. A. Crown, a resident of Elmwood, Illinois; and 
Hazel and Harold, twins, the for-nler the wife of Charles E. Smith, of Eltn- 
nrood, and the latter now 111anaging the farming interests of his father, in south- 
eastern AIissouri. 

-1sitle from his professional interests, Dr. Willis is connected with agriculture 
in Illinois, and is the owner of valuable farm property ~vhich returns him a sub- 
stantial and gratifying annual income. H e  is also meeting with a large illeasure 
of success in his practice and his position as a representative of the medical 
fraternity of Peoria is most creditable. Several years ago, prior to his removal 
to this city, he was a member of the Illinois Kational Guard and was accounted 
one of the best illarksillen of the state, at which time Colonel Rice was inspector 
for the state. Dr. IVillis belongs to the Creve Coeur Club and has many friends 
among its n~embers. H e  is also widely and favorably known in other connec- 
tions, possessing the social, genial clualities which everynrhere gain friendship 
and win confidence. 

H-ARRY BATES. 

Comnlercial progress and prosperity are conserved through the efforts of 
such enterprising and reliable business men as Harry Cates, who occupies a 
creditable position in the business circles of Peoria as a n~anufacturer of office, 
store and bank fixtures, his establishment being located at Nos. 612 to 618 
Monroe street, inclusive. H e  ha,s been connected with this line of business 
for twenty-sis years and for twenty-two years has been owner of his present 
concern. Twenty-eight years' residence in Peoria has brought him a wide ac- 
quaintance, and the wise use ~vhich he has made of his time and opportunities 
during this period has gained for 11im the favorable regard of all \\lit11 whom 
he has come in contact. 

Air. Eates is a native of the neighboring state of Indiana, his birth having 
occurred in the town of Xttica, August 16, 1859. His father, Albert Cates, 
was a b l a c l i ~ ~ ~ ~ i t h ,  who removecl fro111 lndiana to Illinois, settling with his fanlily 
in the eastern part of this state just after the close of the Clvil war. I-Iarry 
Eates was therefore reared in Illinois and is indebted to its pul~lic-school systenl 
for the educational privileges \\-hich were accorded him. He began learning the 
trade of manufacturing office and store fistures in 1877 but afterward \~orl;ed 
at the trade in Chicago, in Denver, Colorado, and in other cities. Eventually 
he came to Peoria, \\here he has now made his home for t\venty-eight yeass. 
He entered the enlploy of the Tucker Furniture Conlpany of this city in the 
capacity of cabinet-maker and afterward was connected wit11 the firnl of Castle 
& Son, manufacturers of ancl dealers in office, store ant1 bank fistures. About 
twenty-two years ago he started in business on his 011~11 account, opening his 
factory at 213 Main street, where he re~llained until he renloved to the corner 
of Fulton and lladison streets,-remaining there until he renloved to his present 
location about 1896, in xvhich year he erected the building he now occupies. 
This is a two-story brick structure with basement, well equipped for the manu- 
facture of office, store and bank fixtures. It  is supplied with the latest in1- 
provet1 machinery and he en~ploys about fifteen workme11 in the manufacture 
of all classes of store, bank and office furniture. The business has steadily grown 
and has reached gratifying proportions, the high-grade work and moderate 
prices bringing a good trade. 

Mr. Eates was married in Peoria, in 1894, to Miss Alice Thompson, \\rho 
was horn and reared in this city and is a daughter of Joseph Thompson, now 
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deceased, 117110 was one of Peoria's early settlers. Mr. and Mrs. Gates have a 
claughter, Ruth. 11s. Eates belongs to the Illinois \-alley Yacht Club. ~vhich 
indicates something of the nature of his recreation. His interests are wide and 
varied, covering those activities nlhich relate to the city's welfare as well as to 
indivitlual enterprise ant1 social affairs. J,audal>le anlbition has brought 11im to 
his present position in nlanufacturing circles and his success proves what may 
Ile accomplished when determination ancl energy are unremittingly employed to 
overcome o1)stacles and difficulties ant1 to meet competition. 

S. L. S E L S O S .  

Pi-onliilent anlong the energetic, far-sighted and successful business men of 
Peoria is S. L,. Selson, ~ v l ~ o s e   ell fornlulated plans, esecutive ability and in- 
itiative spirit have carried him into inlportant relations and brought him to a 
position of leadership in connection \\.it11 business affairs of this cty. H e  is 
toclay vice president of the I'eoria Railway Company and also a director of the 
Dinle Savings Sr Trust, Title k Trust, and the ;\lerchants' Satioilal Eatlks. I-Iis 
identification with the l'eoi-ia Railway Conlpany dates froill 1906, but for thirty- 
five years he has been connected lvith railway and lighting interests. H e  u7as 
l ~ o r n  upon a farm near Fort IVayne, Indiana, June 23, 1859, and there resided 
until fourteen years of age, attending the country scl~ools and meeting the usual 
experiences of farm life. At that early period he started out to make his own 
\Yay in the n-orld and his first position was that of water l~oy,  carrying \\later 
to the men \vorking on the construction of the Chicago division of the Ealtiillore 
tk Ohio Railroad along the boundary line between the states of Indiana and 
Ohio. Subsecluently he engaged in driving a team and also in building fences in 
connectioll \~ r i t l~  the construction of the same road, but he was ambitious, ener- 
(retic and industrious and gradually xvorlied his way upward, a t  length becom- 
? 
Ing telegral~h operator on the Chicago division of the road. For ten years he 
handled the key and also became interestecl in the telephone business to which 
he later directed his entire attention. H e  constructed one of the first telephone 
exchanges in Illinois, outside of Chicago (Champaign-Urbana) and promoted 
many of the early long-distance lines. In  April, ISSS, he became identified 
\\?it11 IV. C. lTcKinley, now president of the Tllinois Traction system, and sinlilar 
interests, 117hose residence is in Champaign, Illinois. Mr. 1IcKinley was at 
that time largely interested in banking, real-estate and mortgage brokerage en- 
terl~rises and also purchased the electric light, street railway and water ~ o r l i s  
at  Champaign, Illinois, of ~vhich Mr. Selson l~ecame manager and treasurer. 
The interests of the company \\-ere continuousl~- extended into Ohio, Michigan. 
Indiana and ICansas and allout 1905 they purchased the Peoria Street Railwa!-. 
L-ntil 1909 11s. Selson was in full charge of the business but in that year re- 
tired fro111 the active managemeut. continuing as vice president. He  removed 
to Peoria in 1906 and under his guidance the street railway systeim of this city 
nyas greatly improved, ma1;ing it thoroughly nlodern and up-to-date in its ecluip- 
ment and in Its. operation. -As previously stated, he is one of the directors of 
the ;\Ierchants' Sational Cank of Peoria and he was until January I ,  1912. pres- 
ident of the -4tchison (Kansas) Light & Power Company. He is also a director 
of the Trade-Mark Title Conlpany of Ke~ir York and Fort \ \ - ape ,  an institu- 
tion havin? representatives in every important city in the world. Gradually 
since startlng out in life on his own account, he has worked his way upward 
ancl the circumstances and conditions of his business career have called forth 
strong purpose, have developed his powers and made him one of the forceful 
factors in the control of interests which have had most important bearing upon 
the city and its progress. 
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Mr. Nelson was united in marriage to Miss Carrie Lupton, of Cllan~paign, 
Illinois, and unto them have been born six children: Elgie, now the wife of K. 
M. Cressler, of Fort Wayne, Indiana; Jeannette; William O., a lieutenant of 
cadets at the Culver Military Academy ; Grace ; Elizabeth ; and Charlotte. Alr. 
Nelson is identified with several fraternal organizations and is a proininent 
Mason, holding illetllbership in Fort Wayne Consistory, and also in hIizpa11 
Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He is likewise connected with the Elks, the 
Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of A~nerica, and is ever loyal 
to these different organizations. H e  is likewise one of the directors of the 
Illinois Valley Yacht Club and a member o f  the Creve Coeur Cluh, and of the 
Peoria Country Club. These associations indicate something of the nature of 
his irlterests and recreation and also place his social standing ~v l~ ich ,  like his 
business position. is of the highest, 

JOSEPH A. WEIL. 

Twenty years' connection with the Peoria bar has well established Joseph 
A. \/Veil's position as a capable lawyer. H e  has gained distinction, especially in 
the field of criminal law in the middle west, and is perhaps without a peer in 
this branch of the professioil in Peoria, his native city. He was born May 30, 
1870, and is a son of I. A. and Barbetta (Herold) Weil. His youthful days were 
here passed without any event of special importance. Like most boys, his 
youth was largely devoted to the acquirement of an education and in mastering 
the branches of learning in the various grades he \Iron promotion until he en- 
tered the Peoria high school, from which he was graduated with the class of 
1886. In  the meantime he had resolved to enter upon the practice of law as 
a life work and with this end in view he began reading in the office and under the 
direction of Llichael O'Shaughnessy. H e  afterward became a student it1 the 
law office of I. C. Edwards and, following his admission to the bar, in 1891, 
joined Mr. Edwards in a partnership, becoming junior member of the law firm 
of Edwards Sr Weil. That connection was cont~nued for about three years, or  
until March I ,  1894, when Mr. Weil withdrew and has since practiced in- 
dependently. 

His success in a professional way affords the best evidence of his capabilities 
in this line. H e  is a strong advocate with the jury and clear and concise in his 
appeals before the court. In no calling is there a career more open to talent than 
in that of the law and in no field of endeavor is there demanded a more careful 
preparation, a more thorough appreciation of the absolute ethics of life or of the 
underlying principles which form the basis of human rights and privileges. Un- 
flagging application and intuitive wisdom together with a determination to fully 
utilize the means at hand are the conconlitants which insure personal success 
and prestige in this great profession which stands as the stern conservator of 
justice. Possessing all the requisite qualities of the able lawyer, Mr. Weil has 
made continuous advancement since entering upon practice and is today the 
strongest criminal lawyer of Peoria, nor is his reputation limited by this city. 
H e  is called to try criminal cases throughout the United States and seldom 
fails to win the verdict desired. H e  is strong and forceful in argument, impas- 
sioned and eloquent in his pleading and logical in his deductions. 

The marriage of Mr. Weil to Miss Maud Schwabacher, a member of one 
of the wealthiest and most prominent families of Peoria, was celebrated in 1898 
arid they have become the parents of two children, Albert and Josephine. Mr. 
Weil is a prominent R/Iason. having attained the thirty-second degree of the 
consistory in the Scottish Rite and also becoming a member of  the Mystic 
Shrine. He is likewise a past master of Victor Lodge. No. 370, K. P. H e  
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is regarded as one of the leading menlbers of the Creve Coeur Club and for  
vears served on its board of directors, but finally resigned. The nature of his 
iecreation is further indicated in the fact that he belongs to the Illinois Valley 
Yacht Club. In politics he is an influential factor and IS now representing this 
district on the democratic state central commitee and is serving on its executive 
board. All these, ho\vever, are merely side issues in a life that is largely de- 
voted to his personal activities and duties. H e  throws himself easily and natur- 
ally into the argument in the trial of a case, showing a self-possession and a 
deliberation with no straining after effect. On the contrary there is precision 
and clearness in his statement, an acuteness and strength in his argument which 
speak a mind trained in the severest school of investigation and to which the 
closest reasoning has become habitual. 

EZRA\ TOBIAS. 

One of the leading insurance agencies of Peoria and eastern Illinois is that 
conducted under the hrm style of Tobias & Company, in which Ezra Tobias is 
the senior partner. He has been contintlously connected with insurance in- 
terests since 1896 and there are few who are more thoroughly and intimately 
acquainted with every department of insurance. its aims and its possibilities than 
he. H e  claims Ohio as his native state, his birth having occurred near Circle- 
ville on the 11th of October, 1847. His parents were James and Caroline 
(Hittell) Tobias, who removed with their family from the Buckeye state to 
IATashington, Illinois, during the early boyhood of their son Ezra. There the 
father engaged in nlerchandlsing but did not confine his attention solely to com- 
mercial pursuits, for  he also carried on farming. After a number of years he 
and his wife removed to Peoria, where the mother died, and the father subse- 
cjuently went to Chicago, where his last days were passed. 

Ezra Tobias acquired his education in the public schools of iVashington, 
Illinois, and also spent a year as a student in Northwestern College, then lo- 
cated at Plainfield, Illinois, but now at Naperville, this state. H e  had thus cotn- . 
pleted his college work when he canle to Peoria, arriving here in 1865. when a 
youth of seventeen years. To provide for his own support he at once sought 
en~ployment, which he obtained in the wholesale and retail dry-goods estab- 
lishment of Day Brothers P: Company. His position was that of stock boy, but 
I1e did not long continue in that humble capacity, for his industry and diligence 
won recognition that led to promotion. H e  remained with Day Brothers & 
Company for six years, acting for some time as clerk in the retail department. 
On the expiration of that period 11e removed to GiIman, Illinois, where he spent 
a few years on the farm with his parents. H e  then proceeded to Assumption, 
Illinois, where he engaged in merchandising for several years, after which he 
returned to Peoria. Here he was in the coal business for several years, and 
was also in the employ of Kingman & Company in one of their branch stores in 
Peoria. The firm dealt extensively in farm implements and Mr. Tobias acted 
as bookkeeper and cashier. H e  continued in that position for several years, 
after which he went upon the road as traveling salesman. representing an agri- 
cultural inlplen~ent factory. IVhile thus engaged he made his headquarters in 
Peoria and was for thirteen years on the road and at length entered the insur- 
ance field, with which he has been connected since 1S96. H e  organized the 
present firm of Tobias ((;- Company. handling all known kinds of insurance, 
including fire. tornado, plate glass, elevator, rent, accident, health. automobile, 
steam boiler. liability. burglary. fraternal and contract bonds. The firm repre- 
sents the leading companies not only of this country but of Europe and they 
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have developed an extensive business, writing a large amount of insttrance of 
various kinds each year. 

hlr. Tobias has not only made a creditable position in business cit-cles, but 
has also long been pleasantly situated in his home life. I-Ie married Miss Linda 
Gramble, a daughter of James llramble, who for many years was a ~~rominen t  
contractor of this city, but is now deceased. Unto this marriage has been born 
a son, Walter W. Tobias, who is a special insurance agent for Indiana and 
Ohio, with headquarters a t  Indianapolis. H e  married R l~ss  Anna llcIlvaine, a 
daughter of Dr. Thomas IV. llcIlvaine, of Peoria, and they now have one 
child, Walter h1cIlvaine Tobias. 11s. and Xrs.  Tobias reside a t  S o .  901 Glen 
Oak avenue and the hospitality of their home is greatly enjoyed by their many 
friends. H e  11as a very wide acquaintance not only in this city, but t l~ ro~ tg l~ou t  
the state in those regions 1vhic11 he visited as a traveling salesn~an. His  geniality. 
social disposition and personal worth have ~nacle him popttlar wherever he has 
gone. H e  is always considerate of the opinions of others and without higotry. 
sham or pretense he has gained respect which is the inerited recognition of 
genuine personal worth. 

Henry Sandmeyer, Sr., is numbered among Peoria's builders and promoters. 
H e  has been identified with the city's interests along commercial, industrial and 
financial lines since 1849 and his activity and enterprise have brought him to 
a most prominent position in connection with those projects and nlove~nents 
~ v l ~ i c h  have constituted ilnportant factors in the city's growth. lIoreover, the 
integrity of his business methods has commended him to the confidence and 
respect of all and he is today one of Peoria's illost honored and valued residents. 
H e  was born in Germany, July 16, 1829, and has therefore passed the eighty- 
third milestone on life's j ourney. 

His youthful days were spent upon a sinall farin in the fatherland ancl at  the 
age of twenty years he crossed the Atlantic to America, attracted by the favor- 
able reports which he had heard concerning the l~usiness conditions and oppor- 
tunities in the new world. H e  did not tarry on the Atlantic seaboard but made 
his way at once to Peoria, arriving here sixty-three years ago. I-Iis financial 
condition rendered it iinperative that he secure iillnlediate emplo~-ment ant1 he 
began ~vorliing in a hardware store conclucted by Moore Pr Cooper. T l ~ a t  he 
was a diligent and faithful employe is indicated in the fact that he remained in 
that estal~lishment in the capacity of assistant for several years and then pur- 
chasetl the interest of l l r .  lIoore, l~ecoming a partner of Mr. Cooper. ;1 nuin- 
her of years passed in that connection, after which he entered into lmsiness 
with the fir111 of Culter & Proctor. hard~vare mercl~ants. Still later he estal~lisl~ed 
an independent l~usiness under the firin name of I-I. Sandmeyer & Coinl~any, the 
location of the store being on South Adains street. Their establishment hecame 
one of Peoria's noted cominercial enterprises. enjoying a large ancl profital~le 
trade for  many years. The business ~nethocls of the house were sucl~ as com- 
mel~decl them to the confidence and respect of the pul~lic. Straightforward 
dealing, careful manaqen~ent and a progressive spirit were the salient features 
in the business. resulting in the development of a large and gratifying ti-ade. A 
disastrous fire overtook the firin in 1905. since 1vhic11 time Mr. Santlmeyer has 
not reentered the trade but has concentrated his energies and efforts upon the 
manaqement of his invested interests. I n  1906 Mr. Sandmeyer, in connection 
with his son. Henry Sandmever, Tr.. erected the Sandmeyer apartments, the larg- 
est and most esclusive of the kind in the city, located a t  the corner of Monroe 
and Fayette streets. All of the attractive features of the modern apartment 
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house have been introduced and the interior finishing vies nrith the pleasing 
style of architecture which has been employed in the construction of the huild- 
i119. Mr. Salldmeyer is at present connected \vith the building interests of  the 
city as president of The Peoria Stone 8i Marble Conlpany and he also occupies an 
important place in financial circles, filling the position of vice president of the 
Merchants Sational Eank. 

In  1855 A'Ii-. Sandmeyer was united in nlarriage to IIiss Mary Deit~vig, also 
of German lineage, and for a long period they traveled life's journey together 
Ijut were separated by the death of the \\life in 1896. Of their four children, 
George, the third, is now deceased, the others being Elizabeth, 1Iai-y and Henry. 

JIr. Sandmeyer has given his political allegiance to the republican party and 
~vhile he has not been active as an office seeker he has always been deeply in- 
terested in whatever has pertained to the welfare and progress of his adopted 
city, cooperating heartily in various movements for the general good. He is one 
of the oldest %lasons of Peoria and his life has been an exemplification of the 
l~eneficent spirit of the craft. While his success has been such as to place him 
upon a plane far  above the majority of his felloivmen, he is thorou,phly demo- 
cratic in spirit and has never allowed the accun~ulation of wealth to In any way 
affect his relations toward those less fortunate. Indeed. he is a broad, liberal- 
minded man, generous in thought, considerate in spirit and kindly in action, and 
Peoria honors him as one of her representative and valued pioneer citizens. 

JOSEPH MILLER Sr SOSS. 

S o  history of Peoria's industrial and con~mercial progress I\-ould be complete 
and satisfactory were there failure to make reference to the enterprise long 
conducted under the name of Joseph Miller & Sons. This firm manufactures 
and handles !umber and building materials. its plant being at South \Ijashing- 
ton, '1Valnut and South Water streets. The yards extend from South \\;ash- 
ington to South IVater at the corner of IValnut and the office is at So.  530 
South Washington. This business was established in 1848 by Joseph SIiller, 
one of the ploneer lumbermen of the city. Later his t ~ ~ o  sons, Joseph and 
Frank J., joined him in a partnership under the firm style of Joseph Miller & 
Sons, but all three are now deceased, the business being conducted as a part of 
the estates of Joseph and Frank J. Miller. I t  is in active charge of Joseph Mil- 
ler. a son of Joseph Miller 11, and Frank 7.  and Frederick C. Miller. ~ v h o  are 
sons of Frank J. Miller, Sr .  A11 three are grandsons of Joseph Miller, the 
founder of the business, which stands as a nlonument to the enterprise and 
progressive spirit of the promoter. 

Toseph llillex was a native of Baden-Caden, Gennany. and caine to Xnlerica 
in the '40s. He resided for a short time in Cincinnati. Ohio. and about IS~G 
came to Peoria. ivhere two years later lie estal~lished a lun11)er~ard and also 
entered upon the contracting business. His elder son, Joseph 3Iiller. was born 
in Cincinnati and the younger son. Frank 1. Miller, in Peoria. They were 
reared and educated here and on attaining manhood entered the 1uml)er and 
contracting business with their father, forming the firm of Joseph lliller & 
Sons. Joseph nliller. Jr.. became very prominent in industrial and hailking 
circles and was a director of the Comn~ercial Gernlall Sational Ca11li of Peoria 
at the time of his death, which occurred October 1. 190;. Franli J.  lliller was 
also a leading figure in business circles here and passed away January 24. 1904. 
Both are nlentioned at length elsewhere in this volume. 

The three grandsons of the original proprietor. who are now active in the 
management of the business. are also well known as leadinq factors in trade 
circles in Peoria. Of these Joseph JIiller married Theresa K. JIcDermott. of 
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Elmwood, Illinois, and they have two children, Joseph and Helen E. Joseph Mil- 
ler 111 is a member of the Creve Coeur Club, of the Illinois Valley Yacht Club and 
also a prominent member of the Knights of Columbus. Frank J. Miller I I  married 
Anna R. Prenger and his brother, Frederick C. Miller, wedded Alice Yingst. 
Like their cousin, they are n~enlbers of the Knights of Colun~bus and all three 
hold membership in the Roman Catholic church. They are all active, enterpris- 
ing, energetic young business men, who were born and reared in this city and 
who have made for  theillselves a substantial and creditable position in its busi- 
ness life. They are now proprietors of one of the most extensive luinberyards 
of central Illinois, the volume of their trade having reached a large figure annu- 
ally. They possess the same stable and creditable business characteristics which 
characterized their grandfather and their fathers, and in the further develop- 
ment of their business are proving their right to rank with the leading young 
illen of the city. 

COLONEL JOHN E. STOUT. 

Colonel John E.  Stout needs no introduction to the readers of this volume 
and, indeed, is widely known throughout the country as one of the leading 
auctioneers. In  this connection he has gained a reputation which extends almost 
fronl coast to coast and manifests ability that has given him preeminence in this 
field. For six years he has made his home in Peoria and is a native son of Taze- 
well county, Illinois, having been born and reared on a farm about three miles 
from Tremont, his natal day being May 19, 1857. His father was the Rev. 
Isaac Stout, one of the oldest settlers in this part of the state. At the time of 
his death in 1900 he had been a resident of Tazewell county for seventy-four 
years. H e  was born in Ohio but removed to Illinois in early manhood and took 
an active and helpful part in the work of reclaiming the wild region for the 
purposes of civilization. Much of the land in this district was still unclaiined 
and uncultivated at the time of his arrival and with its agricultural develol~ment 
he was closely associated. He was eclually active and hls labors were equally 
resultant in connection with the moral progress of the community. He became 
a pioneer preacher of the Christian church and his labors and teachings did 
much toward influencing many to choose the better path of  life. He erected 
the Concord church, took subscriptions for its building ant1 then utilized his own 
skill as a carpenter in the erection of the house of worship. There were, ,indeed, 
few things which the Rev. Stout could not do. He was a man of marked 
ingenuity and was the inventor of the first riding cultivator. Whatever he 
undertook he seemed to carry forward to successful conlpletion and his life 
was, indeed, a servicable one in the world's work. His wife, who bore the 
maiden name of Rebecca Smith, passed away in 1882, and, like her l~ushand, 
she was held in high esteem because of her many sterling traits of character. 

Colonel J. E.  Stout was reared upon the home farm and in early ~nanhootf 
supplemented his public-school education by attending Eureka College at 
Eureka, Illinois. working his way through college for two years. He then 
entered the grain business at Mackinaw, Illinois, where he conductetl an ele- 
vator for four years, after which he removed to Pekin, Illinois. While living 
in that locality he was appointed deputy sheriff of Tazewell county and served 
for four years. On the expiration of that period he was elected sheriff and con- 
tinued in the office for a sirnilar period, discharging his duties with prompt- 
ness and fidelity. Again he was called to public office in his appointment by 
Governor Yates as live stock inspector, with headquarters at the Peoria Stock 
Yards. which position he filled for a part of two years, making his home, how- 
ever, during that period in Pelcin. Tn early nianhood he entered the auctioneer- 
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ing field and of late years has more and more largely concentrated his efforts 
upon this business. H e  became well known as a crier of land sales and has 
won a reputation as one of  the best known auctioneers of the country. H e  is 
apt, ready, resourceful and the success that has attended his labors has placed 
him in a foremost position among the auctioneers of Illinois. H e  cried the 
Russell sale, which was the largest ever held in Illinois. H e  also made the 
record on that occasion for  the best prices and shortest time, his sales amount- 
ing to twenty-two thousand, one hundred dollars in three hours and fourteen 
minutes. This was held in IPS. H e  has always made a specialty of farm 
sales and has auctioneered many farms, together with their equipments. His 
high standing in the profession is shown by the fact that he was elected the 
first secretary of the Auctioneers Association of the State of Illinois and was 
continued in that position for ten years. H e  also served as treasurer of the 
organization and was elected treasurer of the International -Auctioneers Asso- 
ciation of the World, filling that position for four years. Since 1906 he has 
been secretary and treasurer of the congressional colllnlittee of the International 
ziuctioneers Association and it would be difficult to find one in his line of busi- 
ness who has a wider accluaintance tl~roughout the country. 

Colonel Stout was united in marriage to Miss Ruth Chapman, of Jlackina~v, 
Illinois, and they became the parents of three children, I-elde E.. and Lola Ruth 
and Lela Clara, twins. Lola is now the wife of Harry Giblin, treasurer of the 
Orpheum Theater of Peoria. The son, I'elde, has a wide reputation as a 
l)o\vler, having made first record in the state howling contest of 1908, while in 
1910-1911 he was accorded first place as Peoria's best bowler. H e  is now a 
member of the Leisy League. Having lost his first wife. Mr. Stout has been 
again married, his second union being with Miss Kettie Erown, of Erimfield, 
Illinois, a daughter of Clark and Sancy L;rown, of that place. Their wedding 
was celebrated in November, 1906. 

Colonel Stout is a member of the l lodern \Voodmen of America and the 
Court of Honor, being affiliated as a charter meml~er with the local organization 
at Pekin. The title of "Colonel" which lie bears is an honorary one, expressive 
of the high regard and good-will entertained for  him by those with whom he 
comes in contact. On various occasions Colonel Stout has been called upon 
to render his services in political campaigns and he has given valuable assistance 
in the campaigns of such pronlinent men as Colonel Smith. Governor Deneen 
and Governor Yates when they were running for office. In  this way as well 
as through his business relations he has naturally become one of the best known 
men in the state and wherever he is known he is highly esteemed and appre- 
ciated. H e  possesses a social, genial nature, has a faculty of placing any one 
a t  ease in his presence, always has ready the apt word and the fitting answer 
and at the same time he possesses a marked executive force and business abil- 
ity that have enabled him to far outstrip many others in the race of life on the 
same road on which his course has been run. 

Llewelyn O\sen is superintendent of the electrical department of the I'eoria 
Gas & Electric Company, with which he has 1)een connectetl since its reorgani- 
zation. In 1899 he became assistant superintendent of the Peoples Gas cE: Elec- 
tric Company, which in 1900 \\-as merged with the General Electric Company 
~ l ~ l d e r  the name of the Peoria Gas cE: Electric Company. Mr. Owen became 
assistant superintendent of the new company and acted in that capacity for 
several years, when he \vas given the position of superintendent. H e  is well 
qualified by thorough collegiate training for the responsibilities and onerous 
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duties which devolve upon hill1 in this connection, and in the tllanageillent of 
the office he displays most careful systematization, together wit11 lieen sagacity 
in the control of affairs. 

Mr. Owen is a native of ;\lilwauliee, Iiisconsin. His boyl~ood and youth 
were spent in that city and he attended the public schools, after n~hich he 
entered the University of Wisconsin, wherein he pursued the electrical engineer- 
ing course, which he completed with the class of 1897. H e  has since been 
engaged in the electrical business and practical esperieilce has constantly pro- 
moted his skill and ability. He came to Peoria in 1899 and has since nlade this 
citv his home. H e  is, therefore, well known as a representative of electrical 
interests here, acting as assistant superintendent of the Peollles Gas & Electric 
Company and continuing in the position after the merger with the General 
Electric Company. H e  IS tl~oroughly accluainted with e17ery phase of the elec- 
trical engineering and is yet an interested student of the literature of the pro- 
fession, keeping in touch wit11 the rapid strides that are being made in the 
electrical field. 

hlr. Owen was united in marriage, in 1905, to Miss Abigail Elair, of Peoria, 
a daughter of Richard 11. Blair, of this city, and they now have two children, 
David Blair and Robert Llewelyn. Mr. Owen helongs to the Delta Upsilon, a 
college fraternity. Something of his social statlcling is indicated in the fact that 
he is a valued and popular member of the Creve Coeur Club. H e  also belongs 
to the Peoria Association of Commerce and is in hearty sympathy with its pro- 
jects and purposes for the benefit of Peoria and the development of its growth 
along progressive and substantial lines. 

THOMAS ATHERTOX GRIER. 

Thomas Atherton Grier needs no introduction to the readers of this volume, 
for  his long connection with the grain trade of Peoria has made hiin well known 
and his efforts have ever been of a character wllich have contributed to public 
progress and prosperity as well as to individual success. H e  has done much to 
give Peoria its present standing as one of the leading grain nlarlcets of the great 
Nississippi valley and in all his business affairs has followed constructive meth- 
ods, never seeking success at the cost of another's failure but winning advance- 
ment through fair competitioll and straightforward dealing H e  was born in 
Mrill.;es-Earre, Pennsylvania, Aiarch I ,  1850, and the follow~ng year his parents, 
John C. and Elizabeth (Perkins) Grier, left the Keystone state and made their 
way westward to Illinois, settling in Peoria. The father was a son of the Rev. 
Isaac Grier, a Presbyterian clergyman who at one time uras president of the 
Xortl~umberland College in eastern Pennsylvania. where he died in 1814. John 
C. Grier was born in Sor t l~ui~~ber land,  Pennsylvania, in 1808, and in 1819 went 
to Danville, that state, where he entered a mercantile house. IVit11 kno~vledge 
thus accluired and as his capital permitted he entered that line of llusiness on his 
o\vn account, continuing in active connection with nlercantile interests in Danville 
until 1846, wl~en he removed to \lITillies-Earre. Pennsyl\-ania, renlaining there 
until 1851. Ir. the latter year he removed west\\-ard. settling in Peoria, \\here he 
engaged in pork packing and in the lumber trade. From the time of his location 
in this city he tool.; an active part in its upbuilding and improvement. I-Ie nras 
also prominent in advancing its moral and financial interests and nlanifested an 
extraordinary earnestness and zeal in ~vhatevcr he undertooli. H e  served the 
city for two terms as a member of the county board of supervisors, actuated 
only by his public spirit and with no desire for public prominence. H e  nras a 
thorough Christian gentleinan and practiced his religion seven days in the ~veek. 
H e  is a devoted member of the Presbyterian church and with his family 
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took a keen interest and active part in its work. H e  served as one of the original 
directors of the Korthwestern Theological Seminary, now the 1\IcCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary at Chicago, Illinois, and for years was a rnember of its board. 
H e  married Elizabeth Perkins, of Pennsylvania, and they became the parents of 
five sons and six daughters. 

In the local schools of Peoria Thomas Atherton Grier pursued his education 
to the age of sixteen years, when he put aside his test-books that he might hecome 
a factor in the business world. He secured a clerical position in the Mechanic's 
Kational C a ~ ~ l i ,  and six years later he left that iilstitution to enter the employ of 
his brothers, Robeft C. and David P.. grain merchants. The name of Grier has 
been inseparably interwoven with the history of the grain trade in Peoria and 
with the development of the local board of trade. The brothers erected the first 
elevator here. I t  was a small concern but constituted the nucleus of the immense 
grain business which has been developed in this city, making Peoria one of the 
prominent grain n~arkets of the United States. Entering the employ of his 
brothers, Thomas A. Grier became a factor in developing the vast business which 
eventually crowned their labors. He continued with the firm for ten years, 
spending a part o f  the time in Boston, lookin,p,after the eastern interests of  the 
business. H e  made a close study of the gram trade in every possible relation, 
acquainted himself with the markets of the east and the nrest and eventually 
embarked in 1)usiness on his o ~ v n  account, in 1886 organizing the present firm of 
T. A. Grier & Company, for the conduct of a grain trade, commission. shipping 
and elevator business. From the outset the new undertaking prospered and has 
grown steadily year by year until it is now the largest of  the kind in Peoria. 
In this connection the name of Thomas A. Grier has become known throughout 
the country. H e  is also the president of the Burlington Elevator Company, 
which owns and operates one of Peoria's largest grai'n elevators. He is likewise 
the vice president of the Peoria Rail~vay Terminal Companv, which owns and 
conducts the traction line running between Peoria, South ~a;tonville and Pekin, 
Illinois. Whatever he undertakes is carried forward to successful completion. 
H e  carefully considers his plans and then esecutes them with determination. 
H e  seems to realize the possibilities of any undertaking and to use his advan- 
tages in the best manner. Moreover, his name is recognized as a synonym for 
reliahle dealing as well as for mammoth operations and in the past fen7 decades 
he has done much to establish the grain trade of the state. 

On the 6th of January, 1576, uras celebrated the marriage of Mr. Grier and 
Niss Ella Bancroft Clarke, and unto them have been horn five children, of \vhon~ 
four are living. Caroline King. Isabel Hooker. Thomas Perkins and Sanluel 
Clarke. The elder claughter was graduated from Smith Colleqe with the class 
of 1900 and in Octoher, 1901. was celebrated her marriage to Herbert B. Jami- 
son. of Peoria. The second daughter. Isabel. was nlarrled in February, 1910, 
to lArilliam A. Jack of this city. The family is very prominent socially and a t  
their home are held many of the nlost attractive social functions of the city. 
I l r .  Grier has been honored with the presidency of the Creve Coeur Club, acting 
as its chief officer in 1899-19oo. and also of the Country Clul). His aid is alnrays 
counted upon \\-here the public interest and welfare are involved. H e  cooperates 
heartily, n7illingly and liberally in various 111-ojects for the general good and his 
efforts have been a tangible element in the city's improvement and adornment in 
many ways. I-le nras the president of the Corn Esposition in 1900 and he has 
heen very prominent in pronlotine a taste for and love of music in this city, being 
~videly recognized as a patron of that art. His own love of music is inherent. He 
holds to the I-cligious faith of his ancestors \\rho for  generations have heen loyal 
members of the Fres1)yterian church, to which Mr. Grier also belongs. His 
political allegiance is given to the republican party and he was appointed by 
Governor Yates as commissioner fro111 Illinois to the Pan--4merican Exposition 
it1 Cuffalo in 1901. and hy Govcrnor Dcncen as one of the l~oard of three trus- 
tees of the State Hospital for the Insane at South Bartonville in 11~hic11 capacity 



238 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

he served until the state instittltions were all placed under a board of control. 
Political honors and offices, however, have had no attraction for 'him, as he has 
preferred to concentrate his energies upon his business affairs and in their de- 
velopment he has shown himself to be capable of managing mammotl~ interests 
which are alilte of benefit to the city and to the individual. 

WILLIAM F R E M O N T  WOLFKER.  

S o  matter in how much fantastic theorizing one may, indulge as to the 
causation of success the conclusion must eventually be reached that unabating 
energy, straigtforward dealing and industry that never flags are the indispensa- 
ble concomitants in attaining prosperity. These have figured largely in the life 
of William Fremont Wolfner, a prominent representative of the distillery inter- 
ests o f  Peoria and the first vice president of the Kational Cooperage & Wooden- 
ware Company, which is undoubtedly one of the largest concerns of its kind 
in the world. As these connections indicate, Mr. Wolfner has attained to a posi- 
tion among the foremost representatives of trade and manufacturing interests in 
the city and at the same time he has figured pronlinently in charitable work, few 
men realizing more fully than he the obligations and responsibilities of wealth. 

Mr. Wolfner was born on the 10th of March, 1862. His parents were Isaac 
and Josephine (Saxel) Wolfner, who were natives of Eohemia, Austria, which 
was also the birthplace of his grandparents, Carl and Bertha Wolfner. and 
Joseph H. and Francesca Saxel. In his life record IVilliam F. Wolfner has dis- 
played many of the sterling characteristics of an ancestry noted for industry 
and enterprise. 

H e  acquired his education in the public schools of Chicago and St. Louis, 
and in 1881, when a youth of nineteen years, came to Peoria. Even then his 
business ability and capacity had been recognized, for he became assistant secre- 
tary of the Great Western Distilling Company and also the local representative 
of the cattle interests of Kelson Morris, the well known Chicago packer. As 
the years passed by he increased in his husiness capacity and knowledge of the 
trade and in 1887 was made manager of the Great Western Distillery, which posi- 
tion he continued to fill for ten years, or until July, 1897, when he purchased 
an interest in the Mound City Distilling Company of St .  Louis. A year later, 
o r  in July, 1898, he became associated in the same capacity with the Standard 
Distilling & Distributing Company of Peoria and has since been recognized as 
a foremost factor in connection with the distillery interests of this city, which 
are a chief source of revenue here. Into other fields, however, he has extended 
his efforts and as vice president of the National Cooperage & Woodenware 
Co~npany he is the second executive officer in what is one of the largest con- 
cerns of its kind in the world, its output being represented by mammoth fig- 
ures. Mr. \;lTolfner is also financially interested in other business concerns and 
corporations and his sound judgment has proved a valuable asset in their suc- 
cessful management. H e  is a director of the Colnmercial German National 
Bank of Peoria, the largest bank in the state outside Chicago. H e  readily 
recognizes the opportunities of a situation and never passes an opportunity by 
in a heedless manner. H e  has concentrated his energies upon his business affairs 
in such a way as to insure success and graduallv has advanced in his trade an4  
financial connections until he stands as one of the foremost residents of his 
a d o ~ t e d  city. 

On the 26th of January, 1887, Mr. Wolfner married to Niss Sophia Wool- 
ner, of Peoria, and unto them have been born three children, Ira W., Rose and 
Josephine. Mr. Ilrolfner rejoices in his success bccause of what it enables him 
to do in behalf of his family and also because of the opportunity it gives him 
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to aid his fellowmen. H e  has been most generous of his means in assisting 
others and both his individual and his public charities are large. H e  gives most 
freely and generously where it is needed and something of his activity in this 
relation is indicated by the fact that for many years he has held the position 
of president of  the Hebrew Relief Association of Peoria. H e  is also president 
of the Anshai Amuth congregation. His beneficence and his benevolence are 
entirely free from ostentation o r  display and he never limits his charity to 
people of his own nationality and religious faith. H e  holds to the belief of his 
fathers, yet is liberal and tolerant of the opinions of others and never regards 
religious faith when aid is needed. In politics he is a republican and keeps 
thoroughly informed concerning the vital and significant questions of the day. 
With him patriotism is above partisanship and the general welfare before per- 
sonal aggrandizement. He is indeed a man of broad sympathies and interests 
as well as of marked business capacity and with him comn~ercial activity finds 
an even balance in his broad humanitarianism. 

l i .  THOMAS TREIVYS, ;\I. D. 

Dr. W. Thomas Trewyn, who since September, 1906, has engaged in the 
practice of medicine in Peoria, his office being located at KO. 2522 South Xdatns 
street, came to the starting point of his profesional career well equipped for 
the duties wllich have since devolved upon him. H e  was born upon a farm 
it1 Jefferson county, Wisconsin, January 16, 1577, his parents being Thomas T.  
and Margaret Chapman (Bryant) Treivyn, both of whom are now deceased. 
The father was a farmer by occupation and devoted his entire life to the work 
of tilling the soil. 

I t  was upon the old home farm that Dr. Trewyn spent his boyhood and 
youth and when not attending the country schools in the acquirement of a gen- 
eral education he devoted his attention to the work of the fields, early assisting . 
in the labors of plowing, planting and harvesting. H e  afterward had the bene- 
fit of instruction in the state Normal School at IVhitewater, iVisconsin, and 
entered upon the profession of teaching, which he followed for ten years. 
spending four years of that time as an instructor in the State Reform School 
for Boys, in Wisconsin. H e  also engaged in teaching in the public schools of 
Whitewater and Ocono~nowoc, Wisconsin, and proved an able educator 
imparting clearly and readily to others the kno\vledge which he had acquired. 
H e  felt that there was con~paratively little future, however, in that profession 
and, thinking to find the practice of medicine more congenial and hoping also 
to find it more profitable, he entered the Sorth\vestern Lniversity as a student 
in the nledical department, from which he was graduated with the class of 1905. 
H e  then served as interne in St. Luke's Hospital in Chicago for a year and 
during that period gained a broad and varied experience which only hospital 
practice can bring. The following year, or  in September, 1906, he came to 
Peoria, where he has since remained. In a profession where advancement de- 
pends entirely upon individual merit he has made continuous progress and is 
today accounted one of the leading physicians and surgeons of South Peoria, 
where he has built up a very large practice. His is now serving on the staff of St. 
Francis Hospital and he is a member of the Peoria City lledical Society. the 
Illinois State Medical Society and the American nfedical Association, which 
enables him to keep in close touch with what is being done by eminent members 
of the medical fraternity. 

Dr. Trewyn is pleasantly situated in his home life. H e  married Gertrude 
Mary Cross of Marshalltown, Iowa, and they have one son. l'ictor Cross. In 
the six years of their residence in Peoria they have become widely known and 
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have gained a large circle of warn1 friends. Dr. Trewyn holds to high profes- 
sional standards and puts forth conscientious efforts to lnalie his labors of the 
~ttmost value to his patients. That his nrork is attended by gratifying results is 
manifest in his constantly increasing patronage and that he holds to high profes- 
sional ethics is evidenced in the fact that his fellow practitioners always speak of 
him in terms of high regard. 

In  the history of \\'illia~n H. Coletnan is founcl an  exanlple that stands in 
direct contradiction to the often expressed opinion that the eminently successfttl 
business man cannot be a thoroughly honest man. In all of his life Mr. Colenlan 
lias never heen known to take advantage of another in a trade transaction. On the 
contrary, he has held to the highest standards of justice and fairness wit11 the 
result that his business has grown to large l~roportions, but no ~nat te r  ~ v l ~ a t  de- 
mands are made upon his tiiile and energies as a contractor and builder he has 
always found opportunity to aid in church work and promote the 111oral prog- 
ress of his community. H e  ~ v a s  l~o rn  in Ireland, July 6, 1852, and was sixteen 
years of age when he came alone to the ilelv woi-Id. Favorable reports had reachetl 
him concerning the opportunities on this side of the Atlantic. H e  had a brother 
and sister ~ v h o  were then living in Haverstraw, S e w  y ~ r l i ,  ant1 he made his 
way direct to that place, residing there for  allout four years. During that periotl 
he learned the carpenter's trade, which lie mastered in principle and detail, 
l~ecoming an expert \vorliman. Thinking that still better opportunities were to 
be secured in the 1Iississippi valley, he made his way to Uloomington, Illinois, 
in 1872, and during the year there passed, also follo~vecl carpentering. In the 
later part of 1573 he returned to Haverstraw where resided the lady ~vhom 
he wished to make his wife. In  that state he wedded Miss Elizabeth Kattyle, 
a native of the north of Ireland. \vho was residing, hourever, in Ne\v Yorlc city 
at  the time of her marriage. The young couple began their domestic life in 
Haverstraw, ~vhere Mr. Colenlan worked a t  carpentering until 1876, when he 
removed westward ~vi th  his fanlily with Peoria as his destination. After follow- 
ing his trade in the employ of others for a year lie begail contracting and l~uild- 
ing on his own account. The first contract ever accorded him was for the 
erection of a builtling on First street, the lon~er floor to be used fo r  business 
purposes and the secotlcl floor as a dwelling. He has never had a partner, but in 
time his ability and trustworthiness gained recognition and his patronage has 
steadily increased. H e  has done n ~ u c h  important contract work in the city. 
employing a number of workmen, and his success is further indicated in the 
fact that he erected his own business l~uildiiig at Sos .  500-Soa Main street, 
a tn-o-story frame structure, in 1890. and also residence property on Green 
street. I n  addition he owns his own home on East Xr~llstrong street, a resi- 
dence on AIunson avenue, another on St. Janles avenue, still another on Indiana 
and one on Celirends streets. H e  has thus engaged in speculative huilditlg an(l 
from his properties he derives a good annual rental which constitutes a valua- 
ble addition to his income. His work lias always been characterized by tlior- 
oughness and reliability. H e  was the contractor for the Kingman Plow IYorks, 
also the new autoniohile factory for  the Eartholomew Company, and the ware- 
house on South IITashington street for the J. I. Case Threshing Machine Com- 
pany. These and many other inlportant structures stand as monuments to his 
progressiveness. his business ability and his straiglitfor~vard dealing. H e  takes 
contracts for the erection of buildings froin the ground up, including the plas- 
tering, plumbing, etc., and makes a specialty of heavy buildings. More and nlare 
largely year by year he has come into public favor as a contractor until his pat-  
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ronagc is now estensive and he is one of the foremost representatives of build- 
ing interests in the city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Coleman have gained a large circle of friends during their 
residence in Peoria and here they have reared their family of two sons: JVilliam 
IJ., who is sales agent for  the Standard Oil Company; and John R., \\rho is 
assistant nlanager at Peoria for  the same company. The family are illembers of 
the First Congregational church and have long been most active, earnest and 
effective workers in behalf of the denomination. Mr. Coleman previously 
served as pastor of  the South Peoria Congregational church and is now pastor 
of the Peoria Heights Congregational church. S o  matter h o ~ v  extensive or 
1-1o\v important have been his bt~siness affairs he has never allowed material 
things to interfere with his religious duties and in fact he feels that he has 
been the nlore prospered as he has labored the more earnestly for the bene- 
fit of the church. H e  has organized seven different missions and Sunday 
schools in and near Peoria in the last thirty years, and who can illeasure the 
influence that has thus been exerted for good. H e  has been continuously in 
nlissionary work since conling to Peoria and in all of his efforts to advance the 
cause of Christianity he is ably assisted and encouraged by his wife, who has 
I~een a teacher in the Sunday school and an active helper in all lines of church 
work until ill health has forced her to in a nleasure put aside her efforts in that 
direction. Mr. Coleman's example is often quoted not only in Peoria but in 
Cleveland and in other centers as one 1v11o has found that it was possible to 
lead a consistent Christian life and at the same time win success. H e  has felt 
that he has been all the nlore prospered \\-hen his devotion to the church has 
been the greatest. His life de~nonstrates the fact that it is perfectly possible 
to cot~duct a good l~usiness and at the same time give much assistance to the 
nlore itz~portant effort of Cl~ristianizing the tvorld. He  never believes in chos- 
ing tlze seconcl best 11ut al~vays in seeliing that x.vl1ic11 is the highest: he has 
never compromised with evil o r  \\-it11 nrron~-doing in the slightest degree, but 
has held firn11y to the qtandards of riqllt, justice and truth and today enjoys 
that untarnisl~ed name n-hich is to be chosen in preference to great riches. 

13-AROLD R. WETHERELL.  

Gradually working llis way up\vard, undeterred bj- obstacles and dificulties 
in his path, Harold R. I\.-etherell is now superintendent of the steam-heating 
department of the Peoria Gas & Electric Coml~any, 1vit11 n-hich he has been 
connectecl for  nine years, having charge of the heating system for  about six 
years. Peoria clainls him as a native son, his birth haviilg llei-e occurred on 
the 29th of July, 1884. His  parents are E. aild Caroline IVetherell, 110th of 
1~11om are still living. The  father \\-as engaged in the electrical business, also 
conducting an  awning and gear ~vorks,  and IS a practical mecl~anic. For half 
a century he has been a resident of this city and lzas become known as  a leading 
representative of nlechanical pursuits. 

Harold R. Il'etherell was reared in Peoria and attended the public schools 
until he entered Gradley Polytechnic Institute, froin ~vhich he \\-as in due time 
graduated. H e  afterlvarcl ~vorlied for tlze A4cil~e Harvester Companq- for seven 
months as drauglltsn~an and also spent several months with the 1\Ic;ileenan 
Eoiler JVorks in the salne capacity. H e  nest entered the employ of n-hat is now 
the Peoria Gas & Electric Conlpany and has since continued with this corpora- 
tion. H e  was with the old General Electric Compaily as  draughtsman and later 
had charge of construction lvork, steam work, etc. He  continued with the 
Peoria Gas & Electric Company when it took over all of the business of the 
General Electric Company, his ability being recognized by the new manage- 
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ment. I n  the summer months he has at times from fifty to IOO men under his 
supervision, but in the winter seasons only ten or fifteen men are enlployed. 
I l e  is thoroughly acquainted with the great scientific principles which underly 
his branch of the work which, added to his practical experience, has made him 
particularly well qualified to discharge the duties that now devolve upon him. 
H e  does a great deal of steam heating work and engineering on the outside 
and it was he who made the plans for the heating system in the new Jefferson 
Hotel. He also made the plans for the separate plant to heat the building for 
the Bradley Polytechnic Institute. 

On the 7th of November, 1911, Mr. Wetherell was united in marriage to 
Miss Jean Earnhardt, of this city, a daughter of Samuel Barnhardt. In his 
leisure hours Mr. Wetherell enjoys manly outdoor and athletic sports and is a 
member of the Peoria Canoe Club. H e  stands as a splendid type of the progres- 
sive young business man who at the outset of his career recognizes the fact 
that there is no royal road to wealth. H e  felt that his advancement must de- 
pend upon individual efforts and ability a ~ i d  lle has concentrated his labors 
along the lines that have been the most resultant. H e  is thoroughly conver- 
sant with the various lines of work that come under his direction and his long 
practical experience well enables him to direct the labors of his subordinates. 

FRANK G. GODEL. 

Frank G. Godel is president of the Behrends Ice 8r Fuel Company of Peoria, 
his place of business being at the corner of Apple and South Washington streets. 
His identification with the company covers three years, during two years of 
which period he has served as president, and as active manager has so directed 
its interests and growth as to win substantial success. H e  has always followed 
constructive methods in his business, never taking advantage of the necessities 
of another but in the legitimate lines of trade winning his prosperity. 

Mr. Godel was born in Peoria on the 7th of  May, 1863, his father being 
Eberhard Godel, a native of Wurtemberg, Germany, and for many years a 
prominent, influential and honored resident of this city. H e  came to Peoria 
in 1855 and after residing here for two years removed to Burlington, Iowa. 
After a brief period, however, he returned to this city in 1867 and became the 
founder of the large Godel Packing Company, one of the important manufactur- 
ing interests of the city. For many years he occupied a prominent position in 
business circles here and on the 10th of August, 1887, passed to the life beyond. 
His wife, who was a native of Pennsylvania, survived him for many years, her 
death occurring in July, 1910, at the age of seventy-seven years. 

Frank G. Godel was reared in Peoria and attended the local schools, thus 
acquiring a fair English education which fitted him for life's practical and 
responsible duties. H e  then entered his father's packing house of which his 
eldest brother. George Godel, was the first president after the business was in- 
corporated. Upon the death of his brother Frank G. Godel succeeded to the 
presidency and for  fifteen years remained at the head of that business, his capa- 
ble direction of its affairs proving a substantial and gratifying source of success. 
H e  mastered the business in principle and detail, acquainting himself with every 
feature of the trade, and in the course of years .developed a business that reached 
extensive and gratifying proportions. At lengh, however, he turned his atten- 
tion to the ice and fuel business, becoming interested in the Behrends Ice S. 
Fuel Company in 1908. A year later he was elected to the presidency and has 
since bent his energies to administrative direction and executive control. His 
son Walter is vice president of the company with J. IV. Wickler, secretary and 
treasurer. They handle both natural and artificial ice, having erected their plant 
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for the manufacture of  ice in 1911. They also handle every kind of fuel and 
conduct a cold storage warehouse. The business in its various departments is 
meeting with substantial success, the energy and enterprise of the owners con- 
stituting a feature of growth that makes this one of  the important manufacturing 
and comn~ercial interests of Peoria. 

Mr. Godel was united in marriage to Miss Emily Thiene, of this city, a 
daughter of John Thiene, and unto them have been born five children, namely: 
Edna, the wife of Herman Stanhope, of Peoria; and Irma, Walter, Alma and 
Olga, all yet at home. Mr. Godel belongs to the Masonic fraternity in which he 
has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and the Knight 
Ten~plar degree of the York Rite. H e  is likewise a member of the Mystic 
Shrine and also holds membership with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
and the Creve Coeur Club. His life has been one of continuous activity in 
which he has been accorded due recognition of labor and today he is numbered 
among the substantial citizens of his county. His interests are thoroughly identi- 
fied with those of Peoria, his native city, in which his entire life has been passed, 
and at all times he is ready to lend his aid and cooperation to any movement 
calculated to benefit this section of the country or advance its wonderful de- 
velopn~ent. 

MICHAEL R. HALLIGAN. 

Michael R. Halligan is the sole proprietor of the business conducted under 
the name of the People's Transfer & Baggage Company, with offices at No. 115 
Depot street, Peoria. Since embarking upon this line of activity he has met 
with notable success, his capable management and unfaltering enterprise develop- 
ing a business of large proportions. He was horn in Peoria, August 30, 1887, a 
son of Michael and Julia Halligan. His grandfather, Stephen Halligan, came 
from Treland to America about 1830 and served as a soldier in the Civil war. His 
son, Michael Halligan, Sr., father of our subject, was a boiler manufacturer, 
operating for  many years in Peoria. He was also commissioner of public works 
in this city for some time, and in politics was a stanch democrat. His death oc- 
curred in 1894, a t  the age of forty-seven years, and he was buried at St. Mary's 
cemetery, Peoria. His wife is still living and now makes her home in this city. 

Michael R. Halligan, whose name introduces this revie~v, was reared 
in Peoria, here attending the public schools until his graduation from Spald~ng 
Institute in 1903. H e  then entered the employ of the Lake Erie Sr Western 
Railroad Company, having worked his way up in the business world from the 
position of office boy to an assistant cashiership. After holding that position for 
one year he ~~urchasecl a small baggage and bus business froill Mr. F. Saurer and 
from that small beginning built up the business to its present proportions, it be- 
ing one of the largest of its kind in Peoria at the present time. The business 
was established only three years ago, at which time he used but two teams. It 
is now the-second largest transfer business in the city, using twenty teams and 
transferring freight for one hundred and fifty business houses, while handling 
more personal trunks than any firm in the city. Mr. Halligan, w11o is the presi- 
dent and manager of the concern, is contemplating a material increase in the 
equipment of the business, and what he has already accomplished argues well 
for  future growth and success. His slogan has been "two men to every trunk." 
thus avoiding all scratching of stairways or walls, and the excellent service which 
he has rendered has been the prominent feature in his success, winning for him 
a constantly increasing patronage. 

Politically Mr.  Halligan is independent, preferring to vote for those candi- 
3-01. 11-1 2 
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dates for political office who seem to him best fitted for the place to which they 
aspire. In his fraternal relations he is a member of the Knights of Columbus 
and also of the Elite Club. He  makes his home with his mother at 400 Third 
avenue. In building up the large and successful business which he now enjoys 
he attributes his success principally to energy and ambition. The public char- 
acter of his business has made him well acquainted throughout Peoria and the 
careful attention which he gives to all business entrusted to him has served in 
a very large degree to build up the undertaking to its present proportions. 

THEODORE H.  PAGE, 31. D. 

Dr. Theodore H. Page is junior member of the firm of Kruse & Page, ocu- 
lists and aurists of Peoria. He  is numbered among the alumni of Rush Medical 
College of Chicago and has been a representative of the medical profession in 
Peoria since 1906. He  was born in Jerseyville, Illinois, March 10, 1875, a son 
of J. M. and Sarah M. Page, the former well known in journalistic circles. His 
course was pursued, as previously stated, in Rush Medical College, from which 
he was graduated with the class of 1897. The following year was spent in 
special service in the Cook County Hospital and in the Presbyterian Hospital of 
Chicago,. and his varied experiences there made him particularly well qualified 
for the onerous duties of private practice. He  came into contact with the most 
eminent and capable physicians and surgeons of the city and acquainted himself 
with their methods. In 1899 he entered upon general practice, opening an office 
in St. Louis, where he remained until he came to Peoria in 1906. H e  holds to 
the highest standards of the profession and has talcen post graduate work in 
some of the best colleges of the country. He  is now devoting his time and atten- 
tion exclusively to the treatment of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat and 
has been very successful as an oculist. aurist and laryngologist. His office is 
in the Herald-Transcript building and his practice is now very extensive. His 
suite of rooms is equipped with the latest appliances to further his work. 

In 1904 Dr. Page was united in marriage to Miss Mathilda Heidrich. of 
Peoria, a daughter of Edward C. Heidrich,' president of the Peoria Coardage 
Company, of this city, and they have two children, Frances and Theodore. Dr. 
Page has high social as well as professional standing and is a member of the 
Creve Coeur and the Country Clubs. He  has passed through various degrees 
in hIasonry to the thirty-second degree in the consistory and is also a member 
of the Mystic Shrine. He belongs to the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illi- 
nois State Medical Society and the American Medical Association, and is thor- 
oughly conversant with the work of those organizations. 

CYRUS MINOR AVERY 

In the city of Galesburg, where many years of his life were passed, Cyrus 
Minor Avery was widely known and his many attractive social qualities and 
admirable characteristics gained for him the friendship and kindly regard of all 
with whom he came in contact. H e  was one of Galesburg's native sons, his birth 
having here occurred on the 19th of June, 1846, when the city was but a small 
town and outlying districts of the state were largely undeveloped and unim- 
proved. His parents were George and Saraphena Princess Mary (Phelps) 
Avery, both natives of the state of Sew York. The father was born in New 
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Lebanon and was a representative in the seventh generation of a family that 
traces its ancestry back to Christopher Avery, the line coming down through 
James, Thomas, Abraham, Kathan and kVilliam Thomas to George. As a young 
man the last named came to the west, arriving in Galesburg in 1837. Here he 
I~uilt the second house in what was then knonrn as Log City. Later the place 
of his abode, now on West Main street, came to be called the Avery farm. 
There he followed general agricultural pursuits at a time when the most fore- 
sighted could not have dreamed that his place \-vould one day be near the very 
heart of the enterprising city. The lady whom he afterward made his wife came 
to the west with her brother and mother, settling in Knosville, where they 
were married. For many years Mr. Avery continued to engage in general farm- 
ing but at length retired and t001i up his abode within the limits of Galesburg, 
l iv~ng on North Cherry street. There the fruits of his former toil supplied 
him with the necessities and comforts of life up to the time of his death, 
which occurred on the 1st of January, 1884. His wife also died at the Cherry 
street home. They were members of the First Congregational church, in the 
work of which they took active and helpful part, JIr.  Xvery serving. as deacon 
for  many years. His political indorsement was given to the republ~can party. 
In the family were six children: Robert H., who died September 13, 1892; 
Mary, the wife of W. R. Butcher, living at Roodhouse. Illinois: John T., who 
died August I I .  1905, at Galesburg; Cyrus hI.;  Phoebe T., who is now living in 
Biloxi, XIississippi ; and George, also of Eilosi. 

Cyrus M. Avery was educated in the public schools of Galesburg and in 
ICnox College, where he completed his course with the class of 1868. He work- 
ed with his father on the farm for a time and tvas early trained to habits of 
industry and diligence. H e  afterward engaged in the manufacturing business 
and made for himself a creditallle position in trade circles in his native city. 
Early in the '70s he joined his brother, Robert Hanneman Avery, in the es- 
tablishment of a plant for the manufacture of agricultural implements in Gales- 
11urg. The brother hacl been a soldier in the Civil \liar. was captured and was 
held as a prisoner at Andersonville, where he spent many otherwise idle hours 
in drawing in the sand of the prison yard designs of a,qricultural implements 
~vhich he began to make soon after his release. the first belng a stalk cutter and 
a corn planter. When the plans of the brothers were perfected for the conduct 
of an agricultural inlplelnent manufactory, they began business under the style 
of R. H. & C. 31. Xvery, operating their plant at Galesburg until 1882, when 
they went to Peoria and made arrangements for removing their factory to the 
latter city. There the enterprise was developed into a very large corporation 
known as the Avery Company. In 1883, after the removal of the business to 
Peoria, the Avery Planter Company was organized ~irith a capital of t ~ v o  hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Ten years later the authorized capital was incresed to 
three hundred thousand dollars. and in 1900 the name nras changed to the 
Avery Manufacturing Company, at \vhich time the capital stock was increased 
to one million dollars. The business continued to grow and is now capital- 
ized for two million, five hundred tllousand dollars. The plant is one of the 
most extensive and prominent productive industries of Peoria, with business 
connections that reach out to all parts of the u~orld. C. 11. Avery continued 
active in the management and control of the interests at Peoria until 1902, when 
he returned to his native city and erected here a large, comfortable and attractive 
modern residence. The remainder of his life was divided between the two cities 
of Galesburg and Peoria, although he regarded the former as his home. 

I t  was here on the 4th of October, 1877, that 1Ir.  Xvery was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Minnie Evalena Eartholomew. \\rho was born at Elmwood. Illinois, 
February 25, 1856, and is a daughter of Luzerne and Sarah Elvira (Payne) 
Rartholomew. They became the parents of five children: Elvira Princess, born 
September 25, 1878; George Luzerne, September 12, 1879 ; Grace Ophelia, Octo- 
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ber 8, 1883; Harriette, June 20, 1886; and Cyrus Minor, May 29. 1899. The 
first two were born in Galesburg, the last three in Peoria. George Luzerne 
Avery is still connected with the Avery Company as its secretary. The enter- 
prise is now a business of ma~nmoth proportions and includes the manufacture 
of agricultural implements, farm wagons, engines, threshers, engine gang plows, 
gas tractors and city and farm trucks. While the factory and main office are at 
Peoria, branch houses are maintained at Omaha, Nebraslca; Des XIoines, Iowa; 
Minneapolis, Minnesota ; Fargo, North Dakota ; Eillings, Montana ; Kansas 
City, Nlissouri ; Indianapolis, Indiana ; St. Louis, XIissouri ; Grand Forks, North 
Dakota ; Sio~tx Falls, South Dakota : and Aberdeen. South Dakota. 

The family circle was broken by death, when on the 15th of September, 
1go5, in Galesburg, Cyrus M. Avery passed away. His life record has been 
a credit and honor to the city which had ever honored and respected him. His 
business career was notable by reason of its successful achievement and the extent 
of the concern which was developed through the enterprise and under the able 
direction of himself and brother. H e  seemed to possess a faculty for devising 
and executing the right thing at the right time and this was joined to every day 
common sense. He seemed easily to discriminate between the essential and the 
non-essential, to see the possibility for  the coordination of forces and to use 
each opportunity to the best advantage. Method and systenl were ever features 
of the business, together with the employment of skilled and expert workmen. 
In matters of judgment Mr. Avery was seldom if ever at fault and what he ac- 
complished represented the fit utilization of the innate powers and talents which 
were his. As prosperity came to him he continually reached out a helping hand 
to those less fortunate and his benevolence was manifest in generous support of 
many worthy public projects and charities. Something of his position in the city 
of his birth is indicated in the fact that at his demise the year book of Knox 
College for 1907 bore the following inscription : 

"To the memory of 
Cyrus 14inor Avery, 

honored alumnus, valued trustee, successful business man, up- 
right and influential citizen; whose singular nobility of character, 
loyal friendship and warm-hearted, open-handed generosity, his 
Alma >later holds in grateful and loving esteem, 

This Book is Dedicated." 

This pictured forth the feeling entertained for him not only in Galesburg 
and in Peoria but wherever he was known and no higher testimonial of his char- 
acter could be given than the fact that he was most honored ~vhere hest known. 

CHARLES D. CLARK. 

Charles D. Clark has occupied a central place on the stage of business activ- 
ity in Peoria for a number of years. I-Ie is today widely known as the president 
of the Clark-Smith Hardware Company, the president of the Western Stone~vare 
Company, as the vice president of the Clarli Coal & Coke Company and vice 
president of the Horace Clark & Sons Con~pany, dealers in grain, flour and feed. 
His identification with the hardware trade of this city dates from 1869 and 
his name is synonymous with the highest standards of conlmercial ethics. I'Ie 
was born upon a farm in Tazewell county, September 22, 1845, his parents being 
Horace and Mary E. (Kingsbury) Clark. Genealogical records of the two f a n -  
ilies are transferring in the paternal line. Charles D. Clarli is descended from 
a certain captain of the Revolutionary war. The Kingsbury and the Clarli 
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record shows a lieutenant-colonel of the War for Independence. The children 
of Charles D. Clark on their mother's side are also descendants of Captain David 
Blakely, of Connecticut. 

Horace and Mary E. (Kingsbury) Clark were farming people of Tazewell 
county, who, when their son was a youth of thirteen years left the old hotne- 
stead in Tazewell county and removed to the city of Peoria, so that his prelim- 
inary education, which was acquired in the district schools, was supplemented 
by study in the graded and high schools of this city. The training thus received 
well qualified him for  the practical and responsible duties which have devolved 
upon hiin in later life and gradually his broadening experiences have developed 
his powers and energies until he stands among the most resourceful, capable 
and representative business men of central Illinois. H e  crossed the threshold 
of the business world as bookkeeper for the firm of Ely, Clarke & Company, 
with whom he remained for several months and then entered the hardware trade 
in 1869, as partner in the firm of Clark, Quien 8: Chaln~ers. On the incorpora- 
tion of the business in 1888 he entered the corporation under the style o i  Clark, 
Quien Sr Morse and was elected to the presidency of the company, which 
operated under that name until 1910, when a reorganization was affected under 
the style of Clark-Smith Hardware Company. In 1903 was erected their pres- 
ent large brick building on Con~mercial street, which is a four-story structure, 
one hundred and thirty-one by one hundred and fifty-five feet. There they 
carry an extensive line of hardware of every description, which they sell to 
the retail trade, employing 14 traveling salesmen and in connection they are en- 
gaged in the manufacturing of eave troughs and conductor pipes. The business 
in both branches has grown continuously, making theirs one of the leading mer- 
cantile and manufacturing establishments of the city. H e  has largely concen- 
trated his energies along this single line and undoubtedly one of the strong fac- 
tors of his success is the fact that he has continued in that department of busi- 
ness in which he embarked in early manhood. H e  has achieved success be- 
cause he has labored indefatigably and because his energy and perseverance 
have enabled him to meet competition and overcome all the difficulties and ob- 
stacles in his path. Mr. Clark has recently been elected president of the West- 
ern Stoneware Company, the largest business of its kind in the world, and 
will have the full management' of this firm. 

In 1875 Mr. Clark was united in marriage to Miss Emily Elakesley, of Peo- 
ria, a daughter of Joel and Amy Blakesley, and unto them have been horn five 
children; Lucie B., wife of H. L. Parkhurst. of Brooklyn, New York;  Marie 
V. and Richard F., who are living at home; and Horace and Charles, who have 
passed away. In 1910 Mr. Clark took his wife and children on a trip around 
the world, being passengers on the ship Cleveland, of the Hamburg-American 
line, which visited many ports and from these the party made their way to many 
points of interest in the interior of the countries. Mr. Clark wrote a series of 
most interesting articles concerning the trip to the Peoria Star. His letters dis- 
play high literary merit and at the same time indicate a most keen observation 
and retentive memory. H e  seems not only to have seen those things which are 
pointed out to the traveler, but also to have noted many little incidents and cus- 
toms which indicate something of the life of the people, their habits and trend 
of thought that does not usually appear in works of travel. From his letters it 
would appear that he forgets nothing that he has once seen, and he describes with 
equal clearness the great temples or the peculiar kinds of foods found in the 
markets of the Orient, the clothing of the people, or a distant nlountain range 
with its lights, shadows and coloring. I Ie  was as interested in the mat weaving 
of Java as in the burials of India and he presents to the reader a vivid picture 
of each. Day by day hrougl~t something new and interestinn, all of which he 
describes most rraphically until the reader feels that he himself has looked upon 
the scene or witnessed the action told. I t  would be impossible in this connec- 
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tion to quote at length from Mr. Clark's description of the lands visited, but 
something of his style of writing is gathered froill the closing words of one of 
his letters which read: "The experiences of such a trip as this are manifold. 
No attempt has been made to enumerate the many little incidents that enlivened 
the trip and which will be cherished for years by those who participated. 
Yet no matter what sights were seen or what lands were visited, no sight could 
so thrill their hearts and cause the tears of joy to spring unbidden to their eyes 
as the sight of the dear old flag as it waved a glad welcon~e froin the heights 
of Manila. 

"Never will be forgotten the golden days and the balmy nights when the good 
ship went gliding smoothly over the tropic seas, where all around, for limitless 
miles, stretched the vast ocean with its mysteries. Deep below the waves lie 
life and death together: The coral builders at work and women in their last 
sleep; living fishes and wrecks of ships; lofty mountains, deep valleys and wide 
deserts; sea mosses, shells and caverns; petrified forests and the mouths of dead 
volcanoes. Every ideal, every real, every hope, every faith; lessons of courage, 
heroism, sacrifice; these and a hundred, other virtues and glories spring to the 
mind out of the everlasting fountains of the sea. 

" 'Oh, boundless sweep of restless deep, what secrets dost thou hold 
Locked safe within thy heart of hearts through ages manifold."' 

His powers of description and his ability in story telling, as well as other 
individual traits of character have made Mr. Clark a valued and well known 
member of the Creve Coeur and Country Clubs, with both of which he has been 
identified for some time. H e  is one of whom the word citizenship is no mere 
idle term. H e  has rendered full return for the privileges and opportunities 
that have been his and in compensation has given faithful and effective service 
in promoting public progress and advancing the general good in many lines. 
In  whatever condition of life he has been found he has sought for all that is 
best in American manhood. He  believes that every citizen should exercise the 
right of franchise and, moreover, that each should thoroughly inform himself 
concerning the political conditions and the significant problems of the age. His 
mature judgment has led him to support republican principles and while never 
an office seeker, he has served as chairman of the republican county central 
commitee. His fellow townsmen recognize his merit and ability and his business 
colleagues and contemporaries entertain the warmest admiration for his many 
good qualities. 

GUY C. POWELL, M. D. 

During the years of his residence in Peoria Dr. Guy C. Powell occupied a 
commanding position as a member of the medical profession, especially in the 
field of his specialty. H e  ever fully recognized the duties, obligations and respon- 
sibilities of his chosen life work and put forth persistent effort to make his labors 
valuable in checking the ravages of disease. H e  received the patronage of many 
of the best families of the city and in addition he won success in other business 
undertakings. H e  was born September 23, 1868, in Rockfield, Indiana, a son of 
Dr. J. W. Powell. Whether parental example, early environment or natural ten- 
dency had most to do with his choice of a life work it is impossible to determine. 
At all events, however, he decided to follow in the footsteps of his father, who 
about 1878 removed with his family from Rockfield to Peoria, Illinois. The boy 
had previously begun his education in the schools of his native city and here he 
continued his studies, attending the Greeley school. His professional training was 
received in the Louisville (Ky.) Medical College, froin which he was graduated 
in 1895. He then returned to Peoria and practiced as a specialist for ear, eye and 
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throat troubles and soon gained popularity and success, becoming well kno~vn as a 
representative and able member of the medical fraternity in this city. As he pros- 
pered he made investnlents in land in Texas and became the owner of large hold- 
ings there, which added materially to his income. 

On the 17th of August, 1903, Dr. Powell was united in marriage to Miss Dean 
Weaver, a daughter of Abraham and Eudora (Jewett) Weaver, both of whom 
were natives of Vermont and on removing westward became residents of Illinois. 
Dr. Powell held membership in the Episcopal church, which his widow also attends. 
His political allegiance was given to the republican party, for he believed that its 
principles contained the best elements of good government. He held membership 
with the hlasonic fraternity and attained the Knight Templar degree. H e  also 
helonged to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Benevolent Protective 
Order of Elks and the Creve Coeur and Ivy Yacht Clubs, and was loyal to each. 
In fact, fidelity was one of his marked characteristics and was evidenced as 
strongly in his devotion to these fraternal organizations and to his church as to 
his profession. His ideals of life were high and he never lowered the standard 
which he set up at the outset of his career. Death came to him August 25, 1911, 
when he was scarcely forty-three years of age, yet within that period he had 
accon~plished a work equal to that which crowns the lives of many men of twice 
his years. 

HENRY SAND AIEYER, JR. 

Henry Sandmeyer, Jr., is manager of the Majestic Theater, the leading and 
highly exclusive show house of Peoria, presenting the best attractions known 
to the stage. ,In the control of this theater he displays keen business judgment 
and sagacity and substantial success has crowned his labors. H e  needs no in- 
troduction to the readers of this volume for he has been a lifelong resident of 
Peoria and is a representative of one of its oldest families, his father, Henry 
Sandmeyer, Sr., having located here at an early day. H e  was a well known 
business man in the period of Peoria's pioneer development and progress, be- 
coming well known as a manufacturer, banker and capitalist. H e  is today one 
of the venerable and honored residents of the city and is mentioned at length 
on another page of this work. 

The son was born in Peoria, February 24, 1862, and at the usual age entered 
the public schools, therein mastering the common branches of learning. Start- 
ing out in the business world, he became an employe in his father's hardware 
store, then situated in the Hundred block, on South Adams street. There he 
remained and worked his way upward through the development of business 
capability until he finally became manager, retaining that position until the time 
the business was closed out, in 1905. H e  then devoted a year or more to the 
erection of the Majestic Theater and also to the building, in connection with his 
father, of the elegant Sandmeyer apartments, which is the largest and most 
exclusive apartnlent building of the city. Every nlodern convenience has been 
introduced, the interior finish and equipnlents are most attractive and the style 
of architecture thoroughly pleasing. On the conlpletion of the Majestic Theater 
Mr. Sandmeyer assumed its management and has never deviated from the high 
standard which he set up in assuming control here. The most distinguished 
actors and actresses not only of this country but of England have here appeared 
and Mr. Sandmeyer has given to the city a list of attractions equal to those ap- 
pearing in the leading houses of Chicago. He is also a director of the Peoria 
Stone & Marble Works, of which his father is the president, and he is a stock- 
holder in the Merchants' National Eank. of ~vhich his father is the vice pres- 
ident. I n  many other of Peoria's prominent business concerns he is fiilancially 
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interested and is recognized as a man of sound judgment and keen discrimina- 
tion whose opinions constitute valuable and effective forces in the successful 
management of business concerns. 

In 1887 Mr. Sandmeyer was united in marriage with Miss Emma C. Singer, 
a daughter of P. J. Singer, and theirs is one of the attractive and hospitable 
homes of  the city. Mr. Sandmeyer is a very prominent Mason, and he was one of 
the original members and of Mohammed Temple of the Mystic Shrine. H e  also 
belongs to the Creve Coeur Club and is one of the fifteen life members of the 
Peoria Country Club. His friends are many in the city in which he has always 
lived, for his salient qualities have endeared him to those with whom he has come 
in contact. H e  enjoys the admiration and respect of his colleagues and contem- 
poraries, the good-will of acquaintances and the strong and enduring regard of 
those with whom he has been more intimately associated. 

GEORGE A. ZELLER, M. D. 

Dr. George A. Zeller, occupying the responsible position of superintendent 
of the Peoria State Hospital a t  South Bartonville, an institution caring for two 
thousand patients, entered upon this connection well equipped by thorough prelim- 
inary trainin5 and broad experience. Indeed, he is a man of national reputa- 
tion, whose investigations and researches have gained him world-wide prom- 
inence. Along many lines of professional activity he has manifested the spirit 
of the pioneer in that he has advanced beyond the majority of his fellows into 
new and untried fields, wherein he has gleaned many facts and truths of im- 
mense value in professional service. 

Dr. Zeller was born a t  Spring Bay, Woodford county, Illinois, just across 
the river from and within sight of the city of Peoria, in 1858. His father, Dr. 
John G. Zeller, was one of the best known, physicians of central Illinois and, 
stimulated by his example, the son entered upon preparation for the profession, 
which he has mades his life work. His early education was acquired in the 
public schools of his native village, wherein he displayed special aptitude in his 
studies, entering the University of Illinois before he reached the age of fifteen 
years. He continued his studies in that institution from 1873 until the close of 
the school year in the spring of 1876. H e  had determined upon the practice of 
medicine as his life work and in the fall of the latter year he matriculatecl in 
the St. Louis Medical College, in which he pursued the regular three years' 
course and was graduated in 1879. H e  then entered upon active practice in con- 
nection with his father, Dr. John G. Zeller, at Spring Bay, Illinois, and their pro- 
fessional relation continued for ten years, or until 1889, when Dr. George A. 
Zeller after spending a year in European clinics removed to Peoria, where he 
continued in active practice until 1598. H e  was then appointed superintendent 
of the Peoria State Hospital, which important position he has since filled save 
for the period of his service in the Philippines. In Xovember, 1899, he en- 
tered the volunteer medical service of the United States army and on the 21st 
of March. 1901, he was proitloted captain and assistant surgeon of volunteers 
while in the field, and remained in the governnlent service until Xovemher. 1902, 
spending the entire time in the Philippines. H e  then returned to Peoria and 
nTas reappointed superintendent of the Peoria State Hospital. The buildings 
of this institution were in process of erection while he was in the military service 
of the country and he was exctlsed from his duties as superintendent to yo to 
the front. Today the Peoria State Hospital is one of the best equipped and 
most thoroughly appointed institutions of this character in thc country, and its 
methods of caring for  the two thousand unfortunate people who are thus wards 
of the state there embody the most advanced and scientific principles and re- 
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ceive the indorseillent of all those qualified to speak intelligently upon tlze sub- 
ject. Dr. Zeller 1701ds to the highest standards in his care of the patients and 
tlze plans utilized in an attempt to effect cures. He has long made a close and 
thorough study of mental and nervous diseases and of the various causes which 
produce mental aberration. H e  was one of the most prominent in bringing to 
tlze scientific world a knowledge of the disease now known as pellagra and is 
the general secretary of the National Association for the Study of Pellagra. 
He also belongs to the Peoria City hledical Society, the Illinois State Medical 
Society, the American Medical Association and the National -Association of 
Military Surgeons. 

In 1889 Dr. Zeller was united in marriage to Miss Sophie Kline, of Henry, 
Illinois. He has not allowed his interest in public affairs to lag and has been 
many times chairman of the Peoria county and city republican central commit- 
tees, maintaining a leadership that had the united support of the party and 
acl~ieved an unbroken line of victories. Fraternally he is connected with the 
Masons and socially with the Creve Coeur Club and Country Club. As a 
scientist his contributions to the world's work have been most valuable and the 
advanced methods which he has introduced into the Peoria State Hospital place 
him with the foremost representatives of the profession in America. His brother. 
Rev. Julius C. Zeller, is president of the University of Puget Sound, of Tacoma, 
IYaslzington. 

JOHN JIICHAEL NIEH-\US. 

John 11. Siehaus, master in chancery a t  Peoria, to which office he was ap- 
pointed by the circuit court in Kovember, 1898, exemplifies in his life many of 
the sterling characteristics of his German ancestry, and his record is another 
proof of the fact that Peoria is largely indebted to its German citizenship for 
its progress and development. H e  was born at IYarendorf, Germany, February 
15, 1855, and came to -4merica with his parents, Mr. and Mi-s. Frank W. Nie- 
halls, w11o first made their home in Pittsburg for about one year and then re- 
moved to Peoria where the father engaged in mercantile business, becoming one 
of the early and representative merchants of this city. In his native country 
Ize Izad engaged in the hardware business. 

John M. Niehaus was an infant at the time of the migration to the new 
world and was about two years of age when brought to Peoria where, later he 
pursued his education in German private scl~ools and received special instruc- 
tions in Latin and the classics. He also attended a local business college from 
which he was graduated in 1871. H e  then took up the study of law under the 
 receptors ship of the firm of O'Erien & Harman, well known Peoria attorneys. 
who directed his reading until his admission to the bar in 1874. He did not begin 
active practice, however, until 1877 As a representative of the legal fraternity 
he made continuous progress and the public recognition of his ability won to 
him a large clientage. He was also a student of the political issues, questions 
and conditions and in 1880 was elected on the democratic ticket to the state 
legislature in which he served for one term. In 1883 he was chosen state's 
attorney of Peoria county to fill out an unexpired term and was elected to the 
office in 1884 and again in 1888, serving until 1892, or for nine consecutive years 
in that position during which time he carefully safeguarded the legal interests of 
the county, conducted much important litigation and won many favorable ver- 
dicts. H e  again became one of the lawmakers when in 1892 he was elected 
state senator, serving for four years. In both the house and the senate he gave 
careful consideration to the questions which came up for settlement and stanchly 
supported those measures which he deemed of value in promoting the welfare of 
the comn~onwealth. 
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In 1895 Mr. Kiehaus was married to Miss Kathryn L. Gallagher, and the 
children of this marriage are two in number-Kathryn M. and John AI. Mr. 
Siel-iaus holds nlenlbership in the Ljenevolent Protective Order of Ellis and is 
also prominent in club circles, belonging to the Creve Coeur Club of Peoria and 
the Peoria Country Club. H e  has gamed a large circle of \\,arm friends in 
those organizations, also among his professional associates, and he is justly ac- 
counted a representative nlen-iber of a bar that has numbered many distinguishecl 
and able lawyers. For  more than a third of a century he has continued it1 active 
practice and the excellent work he has done in behalf of his clients indicates 
his thorough mastery of the principles of j~zrisprudence and his tlevotion to the 
legal interests of those 1~110 retain his services. 

SANDOR HORW-ITZ, nr. D. 

The  story of the Jewish people since the beginning of history has heen a 
record of high and ennobling sacrifice, the unmurmuring acceptance of unde- 
served subservience for the sake of standards which they loved and cherished. 
'The better class of Jews, the class which has written its story upon the records of 
time, are high-minded, God-fearing, upright men, honoring their own people. 
loyal to  their own religion and leaving the ilnpress of this honor and love in 
tragic history. The  life of the subject of this sltetch, Dr. Sandor Horwitz, has 
its roots in this tragedy. Before his babyhood was well over he had linowll 
hunger and homelessness, and the loss of friends. His cl~ildish years were fillet1 
with work for food and shelter, and wit11 the dread need of money to purchase 
his existence. And yet through it all he kept in his heart his loyalty to the 
faith of his fathers, and his burning ambition, which he has today realized, to 
be a learned and a cultured gentleman. 

Dr. Sandor Horwitz, city physician of Peoria, enjoying also a large private 
practice in medicine and surgery, was born in EI~~ngary,  August 1 1 ,  1567. H e  
traces his ancestry bacli to the middle of the seventeenth century, when the first 
person of his line was a very prominent rabbi in Cohetnia. Today his relatives 
are occupying rabbinical chairs in various coi-illl-iunities in I-Iungary. His father, 
Moses Horwitz, was a rabbi in the Jewish church in Hungary, arid his brother 
is toclay chief rabbi of Jerusalem. 

Until he was six years old, Dr.  Hor~vitz  lived happily with his parents, being 
trained in the daily exercise of Jewish virtues. and acquiring a love of learning 
ant1 culture which has never left him. In  1873, a terrible scourge of cholera 
A\siatica broke out in Hungary and raged there for Inany inontl-is. ant1 anlong 
its first victims were Noses Horwitz and his wife, the parents of Dr. Sandor 
I-Iorwitz. H e  lost both father and .mother in one month, and was left with one 
brother and two sisters dependent absolutely upon tlie bounty of relations, ~ v h o  
did not have a bountiful enough supply of this world's goods themselves to lteep 
their o\vn families in comfort. So at tlie early age of six years, Dr. Horwitz's 
wandering and troulIlous life began. T-Ie \vas sent about from place to place. 
unahle to find an? of his relatives who could take care of him properly. And 
~ ~ e t ,  despite his removal from one to~vn  to another, amid constantly changing 
surroundings, Dr. Horwitz was nevertheless kept in school as muc11 as possible 
1)y his relatives who had been trained to appreciate the value and uses of edu- 
cation. H e  attended the public and religious scl-iools, ant1 his training was allnost 
ciltirely along a theological line. I-Iis relations lvere poor, hut they managed to 
keep the boy in school until the age of twelve, 11y the expedient of giving him 
hoard and lodging every day a t  a different place. 

.-\t tlie age of twelve, Dr. I-Iorwitz was obliged to talie his career into his own 
han:is. I t  was the custon~ in Hungary, for the citizens of llttle villages \\here 
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they had no public schools, to come to the market places in the larger cities, and 
look for  men able to teach their children. Dr. Hor\vitz entered the higher rab- 
binical school, in one of the larger cities, and earned his board and tuition, by 
hiring himself out from the market place. During the first winter season he 
received for his services the sun1 of four dollars for the six months' \~orl i .  By 
dint of hard work and much saving, however, Dr. Horwitz managed to continue 
his college course in theology, and a t  the age of seventeen had the ~ o o d  fortune 
to be engaged by a prominent family as a private tutor for their children. This 
time the six months' work earned him forty dollars. IVith this princely sunl in 
his pocket, and fired by tales of the wonderful wealth to be found in America, 
the 1)oy concluded to emigrate to the new country. H e  landed in S e w  I'ork 
in April, 1885, with three pennies in his pocket, to conquer his destiny. 

With true Jewish humble-heartedness, this young boy, descendant of a long 
line of rabbincal ancestors, educated in the high and uplifting theology of his 
race, cultured, sensitive, high-minded, realized that the way to success was along 
the road of hard work, and like all the emigrants of his day, he did the one thing 
which his hand found to do, and spent the first three months in Xen- 170rk 
peddling in the streets. He earned enough in that length of time for a ticket 
farther west, and in July of the same year he landed at St. Louis. Here he still 
pursued his occupation of peddling, always with the intention of earning enough 
money to complete his already fine education in the .imerican schools. &As soon 
as he could afford it, he entered the grade ~vorl; of the St. Louis public schools, 
and made eight grades in one year. In September, 1888, he passed the esami- 
nation for the high school and pursued the four years' course in the Central 
high school of St. Louis and \vas graduated therefronl on the 29th of January, 
1892. Duriny this time, Dr. Horwitz supported himself and paid the espenses 
of his education, by tutoring in German and Hebrew. Coming from a rabbinical 
line, and having acquired an excellent theological course in Europe, he sup- 
plemented this tutoring by serving as rabbi during the Jewish holidays. 

During the last year of his high-school course, he definitely determined upon 
his life work and in 1891 entered the llissouri Medical College, continuing his 
studies therein along with his senior high-school course. This medical college 
is now the medical department of the Washington University. His medical 
course at the hlissouri bfedical College was interrupted in 1893 by his removal 
to Richmond, where an opportunity came to him to combine the duties of rabbi 
with an excellent medical training, thus enabling him to support himself more 
adequately. However, he returned to St. Louis in 1894, and completed his 
course, receiving his medical degree in March, 189j. 

Valuable experience came to him during three months' connection with the 
St. Louis City Dispensary as physician. In August, 1895, he came to Peoria 
after practicing in the interim a t  St. Louis. Here he opened an office and in 
connection with general practice makes a specialty of genito-urinary diseases. 
H e  pursued a post-graduate course in the Rlissouri bfedical College along that 
line in 1906 and displays broad skill in his specialty. His professional duties are 
always discharged with a high sense of conscientious obligation and he is con- 
tinually reaching out along broadening lines in order that his work may be of 
greater benefit to humanity. 

On May zo. 1897, Dr. Horwitz \vas married to bliss Bertha Horwitz, a dis- 
tant relative, and they now have one child, Miriam L., who is attending the 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute. Fraternally, Dr. Horwitz is connected with the 
Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, and the llodern Woodmen of -4merica. 
H e  belongs to the R4onroe Street Temple, sometimes acting temporarily as rabbi. 
In  strictly professional lines he is connected with the Peoria Medical Society, 
the Illinois State Medical Society, and the American Medical Association. H e  is 
now examiner for  the Germania Life Insurance Company and the Prudential 
Insurance Company, and he has held several public offices directly connected 
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with the profession. H e  was police surgeon under Alayor \Voodrtlff's first ad- 
lllinistration in 1903 and the same year was assistant county physician. In 
1007 Mayor Woodruf appointed him city ~hysician, which office he is still filling. 
I-Ie is now physician in charge of the Emergency Hospital and surgeon for the 
police department, and is nledical examiner for the police and fire departments. 
The record which he has made is most creditable. His characteristics of deter- 
mination and energy were strongly manifest in the way in which he mastered 
the public-school course until his completion of the 11ig11-school work and then 
entered upon preparation for the medical profession. Laudable ambition has 
actuated him in all of his career and brought him to a proininent place among 
the physicians of Peoria. 

LOUIS F. MEEK. 

Louis F. Meek, for almost a quarter of a century a representative of the 
Peoria bar and admitted to practice in Illinois in 1884, is now accorded a large 
and distinctively representative clientage and has won many notable successes 
in the courts. His careful preparation of his cases is one of the elements in 
his advancement, bringing him to a position which many a lawyer might well 
envy. H e  was born in Eureka, Woodford county, Illinois, in June, 1863, and is 
a son of Basil D. Meek, an attorney at law who was associated with Colonel 
Robert G. Ingersoll in raising the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, of which he be- 
came lieutenant colonel. After two years' service he resigned and returned 
to Illinois, where he resumed the practice of law. He was regarded as one of 
the distinguished and able members of the bar in his county and figured proin- 
inently in public life, serving at one time as county judge and on other occasions 
as county treasurer and as county superintendent of schools. H e  was thus a 
recognized leader in professional, educational and political circles and his high 
standard of manhood and citizenship gained for him the warm regard and 
honor of his fellowmen. H e  died in Eureka, April 30, 1909. 

In his native town Louis F. Meek was reared and the public schools afforded 
him his preliminary education, which was supplemented by a cwcirsc of law study 
in the Northwestern University of Chic;lgo. H e  was there graduated with the 
class of 1884 and was admitted to the bar that year. He first engaged in prac- 
tice in Eureka, where he remained for three years, becoming a partner of his 
father, which association was maintained until 1888, when he decided to seek 
the opportunities ofTered by a larger city and removed to Peoria. Here he 
opened an office in 1888 in connection with R. J. Cooney, afterward state's 
attorney of this county, with whom he continued for two years. #He later spent 
two years as assistant state's attorney under John Niehaus and later practiced 
alone until he was joined by Rilr. Ellwood in a partnership that still continues. 
H e  is a general practitioner of law, of superior merit and wide reputation. This 
is a profession in which outside ?id or influence have little avail. The indi- 
vidual must depend upon his owr, merit and ability for advancement and Mr. 
Meek has won his success by reason of the excellent work which he has done 
in the courts. He is strong and forceful in argument and logical in his deduc- 
tions and his lal~ors place his name high on the roll of leading attorneys in this 
city. In 1907 Mr. Meek was away from the state on business and returned 
to find that he had been nominated hy the democratic party for congress in a dis- 
trict that had never given his republicatl opponent less than six thousand major- 
ity. Mr. Meek was defeated by less than three thousand votes but niade ;I 

clean race and gained many friends in his canvass. 
In 1890 Mr. Meek was united in marriage to Miss Ella Perry, of Indiana, 

and they have three children, Elizabeth, Perry and Louis. They are well known 



HISTORY OF PEORIA% C O L S T Y  961 

socially in this city, where they have continuously resided since their marriage. 
and the hospitality of many of the best homes is freely accorded them. Mr. 
Meek belongs to the Rlasonic fraternity and his life conforn~s to the principles 
and the purpose of the craft. There have been no spectacular phases in his 
career, his life being characterized by the cotltinuous devotion to duty that 
eventually wins success. 

CARL JOEST 

What the name of Marshall Field & Company is to the dry-goods trade of 
America, that of the Jobst-Bethard Company is to the grocery trade of Peoria. 
This great wholesale house has set the standard for commercial activity in their 
line in the city and the development of the business is the outcome of the sound 
judgment, experience and laudable ambition of the men who are at the head. 
In this connection Carl Jobst, vice president, has been continuously known since 
the business was taken over by the present company in 1890. I t  was conducted 
as a partnership concern for about twelve years and in 1902 was incorporated 
under the present style. Alr. Jobst is yet in the prime of life and probably has 
many more years of activity before him. His entire career has been marked 
by a continuous progress and never has he allowed obstacles and difficulties to 
bar his path if they could be overcome by persistent, earnest and honorable 
effort. 

Peoria names Mr. Jobst as one of her native sons, his birth having here .oc- 
curred September 18, 1860. His parents are Valentine and Susanna (Schnei- 
der) Jobst, both of ~ v h o n ~  are living. For a number of years the father has 
enjoyed the well earned and well merited reputation of being one of the best 
and most \videly known building contractors of central Illinois, and is mentioned 
at length elsewhere in this worlc. The son spent his youthful days under the 
parental roof, without any special advantages or opl~ortunities to aid hinl when 
he started out in life. H e  began to earn 111s own living at an early age, working 
as an office boy at the meager salary of a dollar and a half per week, in the em- 
ploy of the fir111 of Oakford & Fahnestock. \\-holesale grocers. H e  laughingly 
tells when he drew his first weekc's salary he ran faster than he ever had before 
o r  has since in order to give the nloney to his mother. For ten years he re- 
mained with the firm of Oakford & Fahnestock but did not long remain in his 
original position, for his earnestness and industrj, enabled him to work his way 
upward and he served successfully as clerk. assistant bookkeeper and huyer. 
Then on account of the confinement which was undermining his health he went 
upon the road as a traveling salesman, spending five years in that way. In 
1887 he became a partner in the wholesale house of S. H. Thompson & Com- 
pany,-and in 1890, when Mr. Thompson ~vished to retire from business, hecame 
associated with Douglas H. Bethard and Charles E. Fulks, in the purchase of 
the business. At the outset there were also two other partners, Mi. P. Gauss 
and Herbert Simpson, and at that time the firm style of Gauss, Jobst. Rethard 
Sr Company was assumed. The partnership under that style continued for 
three years, when Mr. Gauss retired, selling his interest to 3Iessrs. Jobst. Reth- 
ard 13 Fulks, and in 1902 the interest of Herbert Simpson was purchased. The 
other three original partners have since retained their connection in the business, 
which has grown along substantial and gratifying lines. There has been no 
esoteric phase in the history of the house. Its business methods have always 
been such as would bear close investigation and scrutiny and its trade has in- 
creased because of the honorable methods of the firm and t'he excellent line of 
goods carried and promptness in delivery. From time to time it has heen 
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necessary to increase their facilities in order to meet the growing demands of 
the trade. Almost each year they were compelled to seek additional room until 
they occupied practically the entire north half of the block on Main street, be- 
tween LVashington and Water streets, and also a three-story warehouse at No. 
106 South Washington. Still their quarters were not sufficient to enable them 
to handle their trade to the best advantage and to meet the exigencies of the 
case they determined to erect a building which was begun on the 1st of June, 
1910, and was ready for occupancy on the 1st of May, 1911. It  is a splendid 
reinforced concrete structure, with brick exterior, the dimensions being one 
hundred and five by one hundred and sixty-eight feet. The building rises to 
the height of six stories and also has a basement underneath. The entire floor 
space is one hundred and fifteen thousand, one hundred and ten square feet, 
and the equipment of the building is most complete and modern in every way, 
enabling them to handle their business in the best possible manner. Since the 
incorporation of the company in 1902 Mr. Jobst has been the vice president, 
Rlr. Eethard the president, and Charles E. Fulks the treasurer, and associated 
with them as directors are Alexander Furst, George W. Fulks and C. G. Cole. 
The t h e e  men who are the principal factors in the business have always worked 
together in utmost harmony, the labors of the one ably supplementing and 
rounding out the labors of the other. 

In 1886 Mr. Jobst was united in marriage to Miss Amalia Muller, a daugh- 
ter of Jacob hfuller, of Peoria, and they have one child, Natalie. Fraternally 
Mr. Jobst is an Elk and also a Mason and in his life exemplifies the beneficent 
spirit of the craft. which is based upon the truth of the universal hrotherl~ood 
of man. He is also prominently known to the membership of the Creve Coeur 
Club and the Peoria Country Club, both of which claim him as a worthy rep- 
resentative. He  also belongs to the Peoria Association of Commerce and co- 
operates in all its various movements and measures to advance the interests of 
the city and promote its trade relations. He  is a thorough-going, enterprising 
business man and one who merits and commands the respect and confidence of 
his fellow townsmen. 

GUSTAV CREYMEIER. 

Gustav Ereymeier is a captain of the Peoria police force with which he has 
been identified since 1902, in which year he became a patrolman. H e  continued 
in that position for four years and was then promoted, having served as captain 
for six years in charge of the night force. His birth occurred in this city, 
October 16, 1856, his parents being Earney and Elizabeth Ereymeier, who were 
natives of Germany. They settled in this city, but when their son was two and 
one-half years old they removed to El Paso, Illinois, where he received his 
schooling. Starting out for himself he engaged with a farmer named Joe Ellis, 
for whom he worked in exchange for board and clothing, meanwhile attending 
school during the winter terms. Thus he spent a year and a half, after which 
he went to work for Al. Dimery, proprietor of a barber shop. Later he worked 
for Joe Widman, driving a horse which supplied the power for hoisting brick 
and mortar used in the construction of a building. After this work was com- 
pleted he returned to farm labor for which he received twelve dollars per 
month, his employer being a Mr. Harper. In 1876 he returned to Peoria with 
his mother, the father having passed away when his son Gustav was but five 
years of age. Here he entered the employ of Reuben Armfield, for whom he 
drove an express wagon. H e  afterward worked for one season in the old 
Reynolds packing house and later secured a situation in the blacksmith shop of 
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William Huppie. H e  next turned his attention to the tinner's trade which he 
learned in the establishment of Frank hfeyer & Brother, working at that until 
he joined the police force. For two years he conducted a shop of his own. 
H e  first became identified with the police department twenty-five years ago, 
but severed his connection with the force soon thereafter and worked at the 
timers' trade, until in 1902 he again entered the department. No special ad- 
vantages were his a t  the outset of his career. He  has been diligent and indus- 
trious and to these qualities he owes whatever success he has achieved. 

In  1880 Captain 'Breyineier was united in marriage to Miss Mary Schuster, 
a native of Peoria and a daughter of Adam Schuster. Five children were born 
of this marriage of whom three are yet living: Elizabeth, the eldest, is the 
wife of IVilliam Metzell. of this city, and they have two children, Harold and 
Claude. Pearl is the wife of John Herget, of Peoria. Gustav William is now 
a high-school student. The t\vo who passed anray were: Theodor Robert, who 
was the second in order of birth and died at the age of four years; and Hazel, 
who died when an infant of three months. 

Captain Ereyrneier is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America and has 
many warn1 friends in that organization. H e  is very popular with the members 
of the police force and in 1910 they presented him with a handsome solid gold 
policeman's star set with a large diamond and a ruby. During his identifica- 
tion with the department the force has been increased in its membership from 
thirty-six to eighty-six men. a fact which is indicative of the growth of the city. 
There have also been many improvements made in its equipment and the work 
of the department is norv most carefully systematized and is therefore proving 
very effective. In  the discharge of his duties Captain Breymeier is most earnest 
and faithful and his record is a commendable one. 

C. l i .  SPANGLER. 

C. W. Spangler, who since 1868 has resided on his farm, on section 18, 
Rosefield township, was born in Muskingum county, Ohio, June 18, 1834. His 
parents were Slathias and Sarah (Wells) Spangler, who settled in Elmwood 
township in 1851 on a farin of sixty acres, where they passed the remainder of 
their lives. In their family beside C. W. Spangler, of this review, were the 
following children: Eliza, who died a t  the age of ninety-two; Mrs. Nancy Har- 
per, who died a t  the age of seventy-two ; Amanda, who died a t  the age of ninety- 
one; H. B., who died a t  the age of seventy-five; Washington, who died at the 
age of eighteen months; 0. P.. who died a t  the age of seventy-two; Mrs. Phoebe 
Sloan, who died a t  the age of seventy-six; Mrs. Jlinerva Kent, who died a t  the 
age of seventy: and one who died in infancy in Ohio. 

C. IV. Spangler was only seventeen years of age when he removed with his 
parents to Elmwood township and a t  the age of thirty-four he purchased his 
present home. H e  now owns three hundred and twenty-five acres which are situ- 
ated in Rosefield and Elmwood townships and he engages extensively in raising 
grain and a high grade of live stock. He  has seventy-five acres in corn, forty 
acres in wheat, thlrty acres in oats, sixty acres in timothy, fifteen acres in al- 
falfa, and one hundred and twenty acres in pasture. H e  now is the owner of 
two excellent stallions, one an imported Percheron, weighing two , thousand 
pounds, and the other a standard bred roadster, weighing twelve hundred pounds. . 
He also has forty head of Poland China hogs, fifteen head of cattle and eight- 
een head of horses. 

On the 6th of November, 1862, Mr. Spangler was united in marriage with 
Miss Rachel Magee. who mas a daughter of Deacon John and Maria (Mus- 
kimins) Magee. Mr. and Mrs. Spangler have become the parents of two chil- 
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dren : one who died in infancy; and Howard, born June 7, 1870. Mr. Spangler 
cast his first vote for John C. Fremont and till today he is a stanch republican. 
He takes a great interest in local party work and has served as township super- 
visor. H e  has given much time to the cause of education and has been a very 
efficient member of the school board. Fraternally he is identified with the 
Masonic order. Mr. Spangler has now been a resident of Peoria county for 
over sixty years and has lived on 11is present farm for more than forty-four years. 
In that time he has not only been a witness to the general development of the 
community but has borne his full share in the general reform and progess and 
he stands in the highest regard of all with 1v11on1 he is associated. 

J. W. McAlister who is engaged in farming, is a native resident of Logan 
township, born on September I, 1855. H e  is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Enos Mc- 
Alister who resided on their farm of one hundred acres in Logan township. J. 
NT. McAlister was reared under the parental roof where he remained until he 
was thirty years of age. When he was twenty-one years old he, together with 
his father, purchased forty acres of  land and later twenty acres more, but sell- 
ing the same J. W. R'lcAlister bought one hundred and forty acres on section 
16 of Logan township four miles from Hanna City where he now resides, and '  
is farming in addition another sixty acres, making in all two hundred acres 
which he is now cultivating. H e  engages quite extensively in raising grain, 
and also live stock, malcing a specialty of hogs. 

On the 25th of December, 1883, Mr. R'IcAlister was united in marriage to 
Miss Drusilla McAvoy of  Timber township, and to them have been born seven 
children. Clarence E., who remained on the farm until twenty-one years of 
age is now married to RIiss Certha hlciLIeen and is engaged in farming on a tract 
of eighty acres in Elinwood township. Ethel Fern, who is the wife of John 
Gibbons was for two years engaged in teaching. Roy married Clanche Eitner, 
and is now farming in Elmwood township. Kellie is at home. Grace is de- 
ceased. Enos and Mary are both at home. 

In politics Mr. McAlister gives his allegiance to the democratic party, and 
fraternally he is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. H e  
gives much time and attention to the interests of education and has served as 
school director. H e  has ever been active as an agriculturist in promoting the 
growth of the county, and its inaterial inlprovement and his well directed labors 
malie him a S L I C C ~ S S ~ ~ U ~  farmer of his native to\\.nsl~ip. 

lVILLIAl!t E. PERSONS. 

Prominent anlong the energetic, far-sighted and successful business Inen of 
Peoria is Willianl E. Persons, now manager for the Larkin Company of Illinois. 
He has been connected with the business in Peoria since the conlpany establisl~ed 
its branch here on the 1st of April, 1902, and in the ten years of his residence in 
this city has won recognition as an enterprising business illan and progressive, 
public-spirited citizen. H e  was born in Bennington, New York, on the 1st of 
December, 1868, but the greater part of his life has been spent in the middle west, 
for he was reared in Wisconsin, to which state his parents removed in his child- 
l~ood davs. His public-school course was supplemented by study in the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin a t  R!ladison, from which he was graduated on the completioll of 
a four years' course in 1889. H e  then joined his father who was engaged in the 
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lumber business and for  ten years continued in that line of trade. This brought 
him to the period of his connection with the Larkin interests. He came to Peoria 
as their representative from the home office in Buffalo, Kew York, following the 

of their business at this point on the 1st of April, 1902. H e  was 
made general manager in Peoria and as such supervised the erection of the large 
warehouse in this city. Something of the extent of the business at this point is 
indicated by the fact that there are about three hundred and fifty employes in the 
Peoria branch. The Larkin company is the largest concern of its kind in the 
1 They manufacture soap, perfumes, etc., and sell their products through 
agencies. They give attractive premiutlls of furniture and many kinds of mer- 
chandise and the business has had a phenomenal growth. They keep their prod- 
uct up to a high standard of excellence and their trade now covers every section 
of this country. The Peoria house controls a large branch of the trade in the 
middle west and in this connection Mr. Persons displays excellent executive 
ability. 

I n  1907 occurred the marriage of Mr. Persons and Miss Katharine Forbes, 
and unto them has been born a daughter, Eleanore. Mr. Persons is a member of 
the bIasonic fraternity in \vhich he is a' Knight Templar and a Soble of the 
Alystic Shrine. H e  belongs also to the Creve Coeur Club and the Ivy Club and Is 
thus well known in the leading social circles of the city. While he has been a 
resident of Peoria for only a decade he has become widely known here and his 
substantial qualities of manhood and of character have gained for him an enviable 
position in the regard of those with whom he has come in contact. 

WILLIAM JACK. 

No class of citizens has borne a more conspicuous o r  influential part in giving 
to Peoria the prominence which it has enjoyed among the cities of the state, 
than has its lawyers. These have numbered among them men who have not only 
won reputations in the practice of their profession at the bar, but who have 
achieved distinction upon the bench, in the forum and in the councils of the 
state and nation. Of those belonging to a later period, no name stands more 
prominent a t  the present time for actual service at the bar than that of William 
Jack, of the firm of Jack, Irwin, Jack & Miles. Mr. Jack is a native of West- 
moreland county, Pennsylvania, born January 10, 1844, his parents, Joseph and 
H. J. (Herron) Jack, both being natives of  that state. After a course in the 
Sewickley Academy in his native state, in 1860, a t  the age of sixteen, he came to 
Peoria, where he attended the high school, being graduated therefrom in 1862. 
He then engaged in the study of law, a t  first wit11 the late Judge Marion Wil- 
liamson, and later in the office of Judge Hezekiah h i .  Wead, upon his admis- 
sion to the bar becoming a partner of the latter. 

In 1873 he was appointed master in chancery for the Peoria county circuit 
court, serving for several terms. The firm of Wead & Jack having been dis- 
solved, in January, 1874, Mr. Jack formed a partnership with Judge Lawrence 
W. James, which was continued until about 1882, when Mr. James having been 
elected county judge of Peoria county, Nathan G. Moore, now of the firm of 
Wilson, Moore & AfcIlvaine, Chicago, was admitted to the firm. Mr. Moore 
retired about 1885. when Mr. Jack entered into partnership with F. H. Tichenor 
which continued for many years. The business of late years has been largely 
in connection with incorporation cases. For more than fifteen years Mr. Jack 
has been one of the attorneys for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 
and has also been identified in a similar capacity with several of the banks and 
other corporations of the city of Peoria. In politics he is an independent (or 
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gold) democrat, but does not aspire to be an active politician, preferring to de- 
vote his attention to the practice of his profession. 

Mr. Jack lvas united in marriage on -August 5 ,  1869, to Miss Annie Grier, a 
daughter of John C. Grier, a prominent grain and comn~ission merchant of 
Peoria, and has four children-two sons and two daughters. The older son, 
Robert P., is now a practicing attorney of Peoria. The other children are 
Sarah G., William J. and Elizabeth. Xlrs. Jack is a sister of the late General 
David P. Grier, who won a high reputation as a soldier and an officer during the 
Civil war. Mr. Jack is a member of the Second Presbyterian church and is, 
in the language of the Bench and Ear of Illinois, a valued citizen of the 
community who gives his support to all beneficial measures, and lends the in- 
fluence of his opposition to all movements detrimental to the public good." 

P. A. KRATZER. 

P. A. Kratzer, who is engaged in agricultural pursuits in Rosefield town- 
ship, has resided on his present farm since 1866. At that date he purchased 
sixty-three acres of land and later, at different times, added adjoining tracts of  
forty acres, seven acres, eleven acres, forty acres and eighty-two acres, making 
in all two hundred and fifty-three acres that he now owns. H e  makes a specialty 
of raising grain and live stock. He has fifty acres in cbrn, forty acres in wheat, 
thirty acres in oats, seventeen acres in timothy, twelve acres in clover, and one 
hundred and forty acres in pasture land. He owns one registered iinported 
Percheron stallion, weighing two thousand pounds, and has one hundred Duroc 
Jersey hogs, thirty head of cattle and twelve head of horses. 

In 1889 Mr. Kratzer was united in marriage with Miss Katie Streider and 
they have become the parents of five children: Louis C., who is engaged in 
farming in Rosefield township; Lizzie, who died in November, 1907, at the age 
of seventeen years; and Philip, Walter and Ethel, all of whom are at home and 
are seventeen, fifteen and thirteen years respectively. In politics Mr. Kratzer 
votes the republican ticket and he has served as road commissioner. . H e  is 
greatly interested in the cause of education and has given efficient service as 
school director. Fraternally he is identified with the Modern Woodmen of 
America, and both he and his wife attend the Methodist Episcopal church. Eoth 
in raising grain and live stock Mr. Kratzer has had excellent success' and he 
is now considered one of the substantial farmers of his township. He is thrifty 
and industrious and shows the most admirable traits of character in both busi- 
ness and social relations and, therefore, has the highest regard of all who know 
him. 

CHARLES V. MILES. 

Charles V. Miles, attorney at law, is practicing as a member of the firm of 
Jack, Irwin, Jack & Miles, and has been an active member of the Peoria bar 
since 1901. Nine years before he had been admitted to practice at Omaha, 
Nebraska, and since entering upon his professional career has made steady 
advancement by reason of his close study and strong purpose. H e  was born in 
Jerseyville, Illinois, April 12, 1868, and is a son of George S. and Martha (De 
Wolf) Miles, both of whom are now deceased. The father was a dentist, largely 
devoting his life to the practice of that profession. The son spent his youthful 
days in his native town and at the usual age entered the public schools, wherein 
he pursued his work through consecutive grades until graduated from the high 
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school with the class of 1886. He then entered newspaper work, devoting his 
energjes thereto for two years. In 1888 he became a student in the University 
of Michigan, pursuing an academic course and in 189i was graduated from the 
law department. H e  next went to Omaha, Nebraska, and was admitted to prac- 
tice at the bar of that state and remained here until 1901, when he returned to 
Illinois and opened an office in Peoria, joining Joseph V. Graff, under the firm 
name of Graff & Miles. That association was maintained for five years, at 
the end of which time Mr. Miles withdrew and entered the present firm of Jack, 
Irwin, Jack 82 Miles. This is one of the strongest and   no st capable law firms of 
the city and the litigation entrusted to them is of a most important character. 
Their clientage, too, is very extensive and makes constant demand upon the time 
and energies of the different members of the firm. Recognizing the fact that 
careful preparation is one of the most potent elements in success in the courts, 
Mr. Miles has never failed to thoroughly acquaint himself with his case and 
careful analysis has enabled him to readily determine the law applicable thereto. 

In 1899 occurred the marriage of Mr. Niles and Miss Josephine Danforth, 
of \Vashington, Illinois, and unto them have been born two children: Catherine, 
who died in 1906 at the age of six; and Warren. Mr. RIiles is a member of 
the Masonic fraternity and has advanced to the Knight Templar degree in the 
York Rite. H e  has also crossed the sands of the desert \vith the Nobles of the 
Ancient Arabic Order of the Jlystic Shrine. He belongs to the Creve Coeur 
and to the Country Clubs and in all these different organizations is well known, 
having a circle of friends which attests his personal worth and his fidelity to 
high and manly principles. 

GEORGE J. JOCHEM. 

For ten years George J. Jochem has been a practitioner at the bar of Peoria, 
entering upon the work of the profession here immediately after being admitted 
to practice by the supreme court. H e  is one of the city's younger lawyers, yet 
the measure of success he has attained and the kind of work he handles identify 
him rather with the old and tried practitioners. H e  was born in Peoria, Octo- 
ber 14, 1876, and is a son of George J. and Rosina (Off) Jochem. His father 
was connected with the brewing interests of Pekin, Illinois, in the latter '60s and 
early '70s, and died in 1877. His mother, however, still survives. 

Mr. Jochem acquired his education from the public-school system, complet- 
ing a four years' select course in the Peoria high school. H e  then entered the 
University of Michigan for  the study of  law, and was graduated therefrom in 
June, 1902, having pursued the regular course. In the fall of the same year he 
was admitted to practice, opened an office in Peoria, and entered upon what has 
proved a most successful professional career. He now occupies a suite of rooms 
in the Woolner building and his clientage, already large, is steadily growing. 
The class of work he handles is eminently satisfactory, not only because it has 
brought him good returns, but because it is of the substantial kind of which the 
handling is a guarantee of good citizenship and progress. His fidelity to a high 
standard of professional ethics and his adherence to straightforward business 
methods and manly ideals has gained for him the warm regard and good will 
of the legal fraternity and business men in general, in this city. Although he 
attends to the general practice of law, he has devoted a great amount of time to 
the study of corporation law, and handles a considerable amount of that sort of 
work. 

George Jochem is well known in RIasonic circles, havinq attained the thirty- 
second degree of the Scottish Rite in Peoria consistory while with the Nobles of 
lfohammed Temple of the Mystic Shrine, he has also crossed the sands of the 
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desert. H e  is a member of the Creve Coeur Club, and actively interested in 
various legal organizations. He is widely linown in Peoria, and his admirable, 
enduring traits of character have won him the regard and friendship of those 
with whom he has been associated. 

ALMON VIETS WHITNEY 

The sudden death of Almon V. Whitney on the 29th of October, 1911, was 
the occasion of deep and widespread regret in Peoria. He was at the time fill- 
ing the office of justice of the peace to which he was elected by a larger vote 
than given to any candidate of the party except Mayor Woodruff. Those who 
knew him-and his acquaintance was wide-found him a genial whole-souled 
man, "fair and square" in his dealings and popular alike with young and old, 
rich and poor. H e  was born in Geauga county, Ohio, Rlay 25, 1842. His father, 
the Rev. Jonathan Ransaker Whitney, was a native of Massachusetts and be- 
came a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church. He, his father and his 
wife's father were the first three settlers in Rfontville township, Geauga county, 
Ohio. The district there was an unbroken forest, the trees standing in their 
primeval strength. The greenwoods were the haunt of many wolves and pan- 
thers and there was little indication that the work of civilization had been begun 
in all the surrounding district. Jonathan R. Whitney wedded Miss Mary h/I00re, 
also a native of iJ/Iassachusetts. She died when her son Almon was but two 
months old, the father, however, surviving until he had reached the age of 
eighty-five years. Almon Whitney was the youngest of twelve children, there 
being nineteen years' difference in age between himself and his oldest brother, 
S. E. l ihitney, who is now living in Portland, Michigan, 

Almon V. Whitney pursued his early education in the district schools and 
afterward attended the Burton (Ohio) Academy, from which he was graduated 
when he was twenty-three years of age. H e  engaged in teaching in the rural 
schools of his native state, and while following that profession was married 
on the twenty-fifth anniversary of his birth, to Miss Clara E. Coe, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, who was a teacher in the public schools of that state. They became 
the parents of three children, hut their first born, a daughter, Blanche Maude, 
died when but three years of age. Ernest died in New York in 1898, only three 
months after his marriage. The living son, Ray A., is an efficient representative 
of the firm of Bartholomew & Company at Peoria, Illinois. 

Following his marriage A. V. Whitney continued to engage in teaching 
in Ohio for several years and then came to Illinois, accepting the position of 
principal of the public schools at Sheridan, LaSalle county, where he continued 
for three years. He then purchased a newspaper, the Sheridan News Letter, 
which he conducted for  three years and then sold. At the expiration of that 
period he went to Burlington. Iowa, and became a local reporter on the Bur- 
lington Hawkeye. Subsequently he removed to Canton, Illinois, purchased an 
interest in the Canton Republican, which he edited for two years. H e  came to 
Peoria in 1885 to accept a position on the old Peoria Morning Transcript, then 
published by Alexander G. Stone at Adams and Fulton streets. When three 
years had passed he was made milk inspector for the city and continued in 
that position for several years durinc which time he revolutionized the milk 
business. H e  determined that the milk supply should be sanitary and placed 
the public on its guard against conditions detrimental to the end in view. He 
was known as the "father of pure milk" in this city. He would not take the 
word of venders of milk but obtained samples from their wagons and made 
careful analyses of the milk. His valuable service in that connection led to his 
selection for still other political duties and honors. In 1905 he was chosen 
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justice of the peace and was reelected in ~ g o g  by a very flattering majority, his 
vote exceeding that of any candidate of the party save Mayor lioodruff. Be- 
fore coming to Peoria Mr. Whitney had been admitted to the bar, his diploma, 
issued in LaSalle county, bearing date of July 21, 1871. 

He was for  thirty years a valued member of the Ancient Order of United 
Worknlen and held all the offices in Peoria Lodge, No. 15, being secretary and 
recorder at the time of his death. H e  was a high degree Mason, holding mem- 
bership in Temple Lodge, F. & A. M., Peoria consistory and Mohammed Temple 
of the Mystic Shrine. His recreation largely came to him through driving 
horses. He had great love for the noble steed, owning his first horse when 
eighteen years of age, and always keeping one or more from that time forward. . 
H e  had just such qualities as drew men to him and won for  him their high 
regard and confidence. They greatly appreciated his many sterling traits, his 
unfeigned cordiality, his genial disposition and his wholehearted interest in 
others. His death, therefore, brought a sense of personal bereavement to many 
outside of his immediate family. and many years will pass ere his memory ceases 
to be cherished by those \vho were in any way associated with him. 

CHARLES JOHXSOS. 

Ilastering the lessons of life day 11y day until his post-graduate work in the 
school of experience has placed him u~ith the men of ability and enterprise 
in the business circles of Peoria, Charles Johnson now figures prominently as 
president of the Johnson Hardware Company, and has conducted business since 
March, 1885, at 2023 South Adams street. The mammoth enterprise of the 
present day had but a small beginning but it has gradually developed and iin- 
proved until it now stands foremost among the most enterprising concerns of 
this character in the city. 

Afr. Johnson was born in Peoria. January I,  1862, a son of John H. John- 
son, a native of northern Ger~nany who, in 1852, crossed the Atlantic to the new 
world and came to Peoria. Here he followed the blacksmith's trade which he 
had previously learned in his native land, continuing in that line of activity until 
1867. He then removed to Farmington, Illinois, where he conducted a shop 
until 1586 in which year he returned to Peoria where he lived retired in the en- 
joyment of a well earned rest until the time of his death in 1890. His wife, 
who in her maidenhood was Mary C. Reiker, was also a native of Germany, 
and of their marriage eleven children were born, eight of whom are still living: 
George, Charles, Peter A., John, William, Mrs. Alma Spindler, Mary Johnson 
and Mrs. T. England. Of this family Peter A. Johnson is now city treasurer 
of Peoria, and is mentioned on another page of this work. 

The boyhood and youth of Charles Johnson were divided between Peoria, 
Elmwood and Farmington, as his parents resided in the different places. How- 
ever, he returned to Peoria when a lad of thirteen years and soon afterward 
started out to earn his own livelihood, securing a position in the employ of the 
Meyer Hardware Con~pany where he remained for several years, his long con- 
nection therewith enabling him to not only thoroughly learn the hardware busi- 
ness but also prove his fidelity. capability and trust\vorthiness. He was ambi- 
tious to engage in business on his o ~ v n  account and carefully saved his earnings 
until the sum was sufficient to purchase a small stock of hardware. This he 
offered for sale at 2023 South Adams street in hlarch, 1885, and from that 
small beginning he has developed one of the largest hardware trades in central 
Illinois. In 1588 he purchased the site whereon he was conducting his business 
and erected there a substantial two-story brick building, both floors of which 
are occupied with an extensive stock' of shelf and heavy hardware. A good 
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addition has been erected in the rear across the alley and in this is conducted 
the tin, sheet metal and cornice department of the business. In 1891 the Charles 
Johnson Hardware Con~pany was incorporated with Charles Johnson as pres- 
ident, Peter A. Johnson, vice president, and a third brother, William Johnson, 
secretary and treasurer. The three still remain actively interested in the business 
and they contract for all kinds of tin and sheet metal work such as roofing, 
spouting and cornice work. Their trade is conducted along wholesale and retail 
lines, and the volume of their business has grown annually so their yearly sales 
have reached a gratifying figure. 

Mr. Johnson was married in 1889 to Miss Anna Tjarks of Peoria, and they 
have five children, Anna, Carl, Lucile, Ruth and Cecilia. The life history of 
Charles Johnson is that of a self-made man. when determination, persever- 
ance and capability are arrayed against drawbacks, poverty and trials, the result 
is almost absolutely certain; the former qualities are invincible, they know no 
defeat, and such have been the elements which have constituted the chief features 
in the success or  him whose name introduces this review. 

COLONEL ISAAC TAYLOR. 

Peoria county numbered Colonel Isaac Taylor as a valued citizen. His life 
was one of usefulness. He served for many years in public office, filling the 
position of county treasurer for eleven years, and he rendered his country val- 
uable aid as a soldier of the Civil war. His life record in every phase com- 
mended him to the confidence and respect of those with whom he came in contact. 
H e  was born April 22, 1836, in Saratoga, New York, and his parents, Isaac Put- 
nam and Martha G, (Scidmore) Taylor, were also natives of that place, whence 
they removed to Illinois in 1837, settling in Canton, Fulton county. After two 
years they became residents of Trivoli township, Peoria county, where the 
father devoted his attention to farming, and Colonel Taylor was, therefore, 
reared to agricultural life, assisting in the work of plowing, planting and har- 
vesting throughout the period of his youth. His early education was acquired 
in the district schools and he afterward spent a year in Jonesville Academy, 
Ballston Springs, in Saratoga county, New York. H e  then returned to this state 
and devoted four years to the study of law under the direction of Henry Grove 
and two years under Elbridge G. Johnson, of Peoria. While engaged in studying 
law he taught school. I11 health, however, prevented him from securing admis- 
sion to the bar at that time, and in the hope of finding benefit in a change of 
climate he removed to Minnesota and at St. Paul was admitted to the bar. Almost 
immediately his health improved so that by the 8th of October, 1861, he was 
able for military duty and his patriotic spirit prompted his enlistment for service 
in the Civil war. At Fort Snelling he enrolled as a member of Company H, 
Third Regiment of Minnesota Infantry, of which he became second lieutenant, 
while subsequently he was promoted to the rank of first lieutenant and 
afterward to that of captain. H e  served until the fall of 1864 under his first 
term of enlistment and then veteranized, continuing with the same regiment 
until April 27, 1865, when he resigned. His was a brilliant military record, 
characterized by marked bravery in times of intense danger. At  the battle of 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in July, 1862, the Third Minnesota Infantry was cap- 
tured by the rebel forces under General Forest, but Colonel Taylor with a com- 
rade escaped and later was placed in command of a convalescent camp at Nash- 
ville, where he was located during the siege of that city. At length his regiment 
was paroled and transferred to Minnesota, where it was engaged for a time in 
fighting the Indians. Lieutenant Taylor, however, remained on duty in Ten- 
nessee until the exchange of his regiment was effected, at which time he rejoined 
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ilis old command at Columbus, Kentucky. With his comrades he participated 
in the advance on Vicksburg in 1863 with the Sixteenth Army Corps under 
corninand of General C. C. Washburn and after taking part in the siege and 
capture of Vicksburg, for three months the Third Minnesota was engaged in 
military operations in Arkansas, including the capture of Little Rock and its 
reconstruction and the movements at Pine Eluff, Jackson and Devall Gluff. 
In the meantime the regiment was assigned to duty with the Seventh Army 
Corps and Captain Taylor, who had been promoted to the rank of captain on the 
15th of April, 1863, was assigned to duty with General Shaler commanding the 
division, to serve as judge advocate in the general court-martial at Pine Eluff, 
having charge of many important cases during the remainder of his term of 
service. His entire military record whether on the firing line or in court-martial 
service was most commendable and he deserved all the honor and credit that 
was given to the brave boys in blue who defended the Union during the darkest 
hour In the country's history. 

In April, 1865, Colonel Taylor rejoined his family at Trivoli and soon after- 
ward went again to Minnesota but remained only for a short time. His health 
did not improve there and he returned to Trivoli, where he continued until 1871. 
In that year he took up his abode in Peoria and through much of the remainder 
of his life he was active in public service, in which connection he made a 
splendid record. In '1569 he received appointment to the position of assistant 
assessor of internal revenue for Peoria county but in 1570 he was elected 
county treasurer and retired from the former position to accept the latter, in 
which he continued for eleven years. No higher testimonial of his faithfulness 
and capability could be given than his long retention in the position. Through 
appointment of Governor Oglesby he was canal commissioner from 1885 until 
1889 and in 1893 he was made commissioner of public works in Peoria by Mayor 
Miles, continuing in the position for two years. H e  was also named as presi- 
dent of the special commission to inspect the Chicago drainage canal, his ap- 
pointment coming to him from Governor Tanner, in May, 1899, while his in- 
cumbency in nffice continued until June, 190.  His associates on this commission 
were Colonel John Lambert of Joliet, and Colonel Al. F. Schoch, of Ottawa. 
He was splendidly qualified for the position by previous experience and broad 
knowledge of the state, having for fifteen years been chairman of the Illinois 
Valley Association, which was organized in 1887 for the purpose of securing 
legislation from the general government for the creation of a deep waterway 
between Lake Michigan and the Gulf of Mexico. In 1878 Colonel Taylor was 
commissioned by Governor Cullom colonel of the Seventh Regiment of the 
Illinois National Guard and in 1898 was chosen colonel of the Provisional 
Re~iment  organized in Peoria for service in the Spanish-American war. This 
regiment was never called for active duty but the quality of its members was 
such that it \vould not have been lacking in valor had it been placed on the 
firing line. 3'lany of its members had been, like Colonel Taylor, in military 
service before and all were actuated by a spirit of patriotism that was most 
marked. During the later years of his life Colonel Taylor was engaged in the 
real estate and loan business, to which he devoted his energies untll his death. 

On the 15th of October, 1860, a t  Trivoli. Illinois, was celebrated the marriage 
of Colonel Taylor and Miss Mary Eartlett Bourne, a daughter of Melatiah T. and 
Mary Loring Bourne. Their three children are: Alice L., who is the wife of Charles 
E. Bunn, of Peoria: Laura B., the wife of Herbert Walker, of Chicago; and Isa 
Dean. The family has long been prominent in this city, its members occupying 
a creditable position in social circles. Colonel Taylor was a republican in his 
political views and never faltered in his support of a principle or  measure which 
he deemed to be for the best interest of the community at large. His life was 
always actuated by high and noble purposes and he was a devoted member of 
the Congregational church. He stood as a splendid type of the progressive, 
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patriotic citizen. honored wherever known and 111ost of all where he was best 
known. The simple weight of his character and ability carried him into impor- 
tant relations. Every trust reposed in hi111 throughout his entire life was faith- 
fully fulfilled. His name stood as a synonym for those qualities which men most 
admire and which are nlost effective forces in good government and in the 
civilizing processes of the world. 

FRAXCIS GRANT 11IINOR. 

The name of Francis Grant Minor has almost continuously since the 1st of 
December, 1888, been on the roll of officials of the city or county of Peoria and 
his long continued service as a public officer stands in incontro~ertible proof of 
his ability and fidelity in discharging the duties that have devolved upon him. 
H e  is now serving as sheriff of Peoria county and it is well known that neither 
fear nor favor can swerve him from a course which he believes to be right. H e  
was born in this city, October 18, 1852, a son of John Minor, who came here 
from Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1850. He was a miller by trade and followed 
that business during the period of his residence in Peoria, which continued to the 
time of his death in 1865. He married Martha Near, who, like her husband, 
was a native of western Pennsylvania. They became the parents of five children, 
all of whom are still living. 

At the usual age Francis Grant Minor began his education in the old First 
Ward schoolhouse which stood on the site now occupied by the Smith Hotel, his 
teacher being E. F. Ealdwin, the present editor of the Peoria Evening Star, while 
later he was instructed by J. E. Dow, who was afterward city superintendent 
of schools. When his schooldays were over he crossed the threshold of  the busi- 
ness world by securing a position of trust in the hfechanics' National Eank which 
later became the Merchants' National Eank, entering that institution on the I ~ t h  
of December, 1871. That he was faithful and capable is indicated by the fact 
that he continued with the bank until the 1st of December, 1888, and through 
intermediate positions was promoted to one of considerable responsibility. He 
severed his connection with financial circles, however, to enter public life in the 
position of circuit clerk of Peoria county, to which he had been elected in the 
previous November. His four years' term won him high commendation by 
reason of his loyal and efficient service and upon his retirement from that office 
in 1892 he was appointed oil inspector by hilayor Philo B. Miles, acting in that 
capacity during the Miles administration. Mr. Minor became connected with the 
coal trade when, on Christn~as day. 1895, he entered the employ of Stephen 
Wolschlag, a prominent coal operator. 

Mr. Minor was called to the office of sheriff in Noven~ber, 1910, and is the 
present incumbent in that office. His determination to enforce the laws through- 
out the county was soon evident and in this he won the approbation of every right- 
minded and law-abiding citizen. H e  has done everything in his power to suppress 
crime and vice and it is well known that conformity to the law is the only thing 
that can win his favor. H e  is never hesitant in the discharge of his duties but 
fearlessly and promptly administers justice according to the demands of his 
office and his record has gained him high commendation throughout the county. 

In 1879 Mr. Minor was united in marriage at Peoria to Miss Pauline Prusch- 
witz, who was born in this city and is a daughter of Ewald Pruschwitz, who 
came from Germany and in Peoria engaged in the cabinet-malting business. Mr. 
and Mrs. Minor are the parents of  three children: John R., a farmer residing 
near Elmwood: Ewald F., who is farminq in Milbrook township; and Francis 
G., who is serving as deputy uncler his father in the sheriff's office. 



Mr. Minor gives his political allegiance to the republican party, believing 
that its principles contain the best elements of good government. In matters of 
citizenship he takes a progressive stand and whether in office or out of it seeks 
the welfare and development of his community. His labors in behalf of public 
advancement have always been of a practical character. H e  has a wide acquain- 
tance anlong the leading citizens of Peoria county and the social qualities of his 
nature have gained him a wide circle of friends. 

CHARLES RISDFLEISCH.  

Charles Rindfleisch is the mayor of Hanna City, 1101~ serving for his third 
term, and to the discllarge of the duties of the office he brought the same spirit 
of carefulness, enterprise and integrity that has characterized his business career. 
H e  has resided here for eight years, establishing his home in this district about 
the time the village was incorporated. His birthplace \\-as a farm in Cuyahoga 
county, Ohio, near Cleveland. and his natal day was March 25. 1861. His par- 
ents, Frederick and Angie Rindfleisch, were both natives of Germany but the 
mother died when her son Charles was only seven years of age. His ~ o u t h f u l  
days were spent upon the home farm near Cleveland where he remained until he 
had attained his majority, working in the fields through the summer months and 
acq~~ir ing  his education during the winter seasons in the public schools. When 
he had reached manhood he decided to seek his fortune in another quarter and in 
1882 calne to Peoria county, where he began to work as a farm hand for l'al 
Ulricl~ with whom he continued for two years. On the expiration of that period 
he removed to Cheyenne county, Kansas, where he homesteaded a farm. There 
he lived for ten years, after which he returned to Peoria and rented a farm in 
Logan township, from his brother Fred, who is now deceased. This property 
was situated about a mile from Hanna City. H e  continued its cultivation for 
two years. after which he rented the James Bowling farm in Limestone township, 
upon which he lived for three years. H e  afterward worked in the dairy of 0. J. 
Railev for two years and then came to Hanna City where he has now resided 
for  eight years or almost continuously since the incorporation of the town. He 
is now proprietor of the restaurant here and also purchased the grain elevator 
\vhich he has since operated. His business activities as ivell as his official service 
make him a leading and renresentative citizen. 

In 1892 Mr. Rindfleisch m7as united in marriage in Kansas to Miss Mary 
Gallup and they now have two children, Georpe and Ida. both at home. The 
familv are well known in the locality where they reside and have a large circle 
o f  friends who entertain for  them warm reeard. J i r .  Rindfleisch is a member 
of the Modern Woodmen camp and is loyal to the teachinps of that order. He 
is ~ n o u l a r  with his fello~v townsmen \\rho manifest their confidence in his abilitv 
and in his nuhlic-spirited citizenshio hy choosinp him for the position of chiel 
executive of the town, a position which he has occupied for sis years. 

GEORGE 13'. I T A S  FLEET.  

George W. Van Fleet is a splendid representative of that class of enter- 
prising young business men who recognize and utilize opportunities and coordin- 
ate forces into a unified and harmonious whole. Fro111 a humble position in 
connection with insurance interests he has steadily advanced to the presidency 
of the Peoria Life Insurance Company which had its inception in 1902. ~k 
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has made his home in this city since 1907, and throughout the entire period has 
managed and controlled the interests of the corporation of which he is now 
the head. H e  was born upon a farm in Van Euren county, Iowa, in 1874, and 
in his youthful days attended the country schools, after which he engaged in 
teaching for several years. Desirous, however, to further promote his own 
knowledge he entered Callahan College at Des Moines and afterward became a 
student in Drake University of this city. He is a graduate of the former in- 
stitution and he has remained throughout life a student of the questions, in- 
terests and conditions which are of vital significance in the business world and 
in the public life of state and nation. H e  becjnle identified with insurance 
interests as a representative of the Northwestern Life Association with head- 
quarters at Minneapolis, being appointed to the position of superintendent of 
agencies. H e  spent three years in that connection and then entered the service 
of the Equitable Life Assurance Society of New York. Again he was at the 
head of the agency department, continuing with that company for seven years, 
and afterward spent two years as general agent for the state of Connecticut 
with the headquarters at New Haven. On the expiration of that period he 
came to Peoria and is now president and general manager of the Peoria Life 
Insurance Company. As previously stated, this was organized in 1902 and its 
present officers are : George W. Van Fleet, president ; Emmet C. May, vice pres- 
ident; and 0. E. Wysong, secretary and treasurer. This was incorporated as 
a stock company with an authorized capital of five hundred thousand dollars and 
a paid-in capital of one hundred thousand dollars. This concern was established 
by Messrs. E. C. Map, Warren Sutliff, E.  J. Case and E. N. IVoodruff and on 
the 1st of August, 1907, Mr. Van Fleet became identified with the corporation 
as vice president and general manager. H e  then reorganized it as a stock com- 
pany and one year afterward was chosen to the presidency. His safe, con- 
servative business policy has placed it on a par with many older insurance com- 
panies and he has instituted a plan of expansion that has resulted in rapid and 
substantial ' growth. Today there are one hundred and forty agencies over 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas and Michigan and a large volume of business is written 
annually. 

In 1898 Mr. Van Fleet was united in marriage to Miss Anna May Locke, of 
Farn~ington, Iowa. Fraternally he is connected with the Masons. He belongs 
to the Creve Coeur Club of Peoria, the Peoria Association of Commerce and 
the Union League Club of New Haven, Connecticut. He is widely recognized 
as a man of excellent business ability who readily discriminates between the 
essential and nonessential. His theories find justification in immediate and suc- 
cessful action and his executive force enables him to capably control a con- 
stantly growing corporation. 

CHARLES KNETZGER. 

Charles Knetzger is proprietor of large lumberyards of Peoria, and is also 
well known in financial circles as one of the directors of the Illinois National 
Bank. His identification with the lumber trade here covers a period of twelve 
years, prior to which time he had bee0 in business ,in St. Louis. Missouri. He 
is a native of Wisconsin, his birth having occurred in Germantown, Kovember 
10, 1862. His parents were Leonard and Beatrice (Weber) Knetzger. His 
youthful days were passed in Naperville, Illinois, and there he attended the 
parochial schools of the Catholic church, after which he started out in the busi- 
ness world in a very humble capacity. H e  worked a t  the shoe bench and learned 
the shoemaker's trade under his father, whom he thus assisted until twenty years 
of age. Feeling that his education was not sufficient to enable him to advance 
as he desired In the business world, he then entered St. Joseph's College at 
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Teutopolis, Illinois, and later took up the profession of teaching, lvhich he fol- 
1ow:d for a time. He was also enlyloyed in a grocery store at Duquoin, Illinois, 
and when his labors had brought him sufficient capital to enable him to start 
out in business for himself, he opened a cigar store a t  Duquoin. Later he re- 
moved to St. Louis, where he continued in the same line of business for four 
years but afterward returned to Duquoin and accepted the position of book- 
keeper with a mining company. Subsequently he spent two years as cashier 
in the Duquoin bank, and then again went to St, Louis, where he remained for 
eight years and gained his experience in the lumber trade, being connected with a 
lumber firm of that city. H e  left: St. Louis in 1900 to become a resident of 
Peoria, and here bought out the old Rogers lumberyard. H e  now deals in all 
kinds of building materials and his yard covers an acre and a quarter of ground. 
He has a large lumberyard and a shed with a capacity for two million feet of 
lumber and has built up a big business, handling oak, maple and beech hardwood 
flooring, white pine, redwood, cypress, spruce and other finishing materials. 

On April 8, 1891, Mr. Knetzger was united in marriage to Miss Anna 11. 
Reis, of Belleville, Illinois. They are very prominent members of the Catholic 
church and Mr. Knetzger is also well known in connection with the Knights of 
Columbus. Business interests and activities have claimed the greater part of 
his time since he started out in life on his own account, and without assistance 
from others he has worked his way steadily upward, realizing that energy, in- 
dustry and perseverance are substantial qualities in the attainment of success. 

R. W. MORRIS. 

R. W. Morris, who is numbered among the substantial farmers and represen- 
tative citizens of Logan township, was born in Rosefield township in 1860. H e  
is the son of Henry Morris, who was born in Lancashire, England, in 1808, 
and his wife, Ann (Wrigley) Morris, also a native of Lancashire. The parents 
were married in England, September 11, 1836, and together with the paternal 
grandparents, James and Betty (Manock) Morris, came to America in 1831. 
They took passage on a sailing vessel to New York city, being six weeks in 
crossing the ocean, and thence came by the water route to Illinois, where they 
located in Peoria county. They intended to homestead at Rock Island but 
found Peoria county very inviting and the grandfather entered eighty acres of 
land there, for which he paid a dollar and a quarter per acre and in due time 
received the title for ,same, written on sheepskin parchment and signed by 
President James K. Polk. The grandparents resided on this tract of land dur- 
ing the remainder of their lives, the grandfather dying in 1842, a t  the age of 
seventy-five, and his wife in 1845, at the age of sixty-five. The father, Henry 
Morris, rented a tract of eighty acres of land in Peoria county and tilled the 
same with an ox team. At the death of his father he was made executor of 
the estate and purchased the shares of the other heirs. H e  later purchased the 
adjoining eighty acres, owning in all a farm of one hundred and sixty acres. 
H e  remained on his homestead until the fall of 1881, when he moved to Elm- 
wood, where he died on the 8th of  June, 1883, at the age of seventy-four years, 
seven months and eight days. In his family were eleven children, of whom six 
are now living, R. W., of this review, being the youngest. 

R. W. Morris was reared under the parental roof and worked on his father's 
farm until he was twenty-one years of age. At that time 11e took full charge 
of the homestead which he had rented, until 1900, when he bought out the other 
heirs. In 1902 he purchased eighty acres on sections 8 and 9, Logan town- 
ship, and in 1903 11e sold the old home place and bought forty acres on section 
17 of Logan township, so that he now has a farm of two hundred and twenty 
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acres in all. All of this except thirty acres, which is in pasture land, is under 
a high state of cultivation, and he raises yearly seventy acres in corn, forty,-five 
acres in wheat and forty acres in oats. H e  has about one hundred head of 
hogs and eight head of horses. On  his farm, which is situated two miles from 
Hanna City, are the very best improvements including an excellent house and 
barn. 

On the 30th of January, 1889, Mr. Morris was united in marriage to Miss 
Ida Alice Rorby, and they are the parents of one son, ,Clyde, who was born 
August 16, 1894, and died January 2. 1895. In  politics Mr. Morris casts his 
vote with the republican party. Both he and his wife are members of the 
Presbyterian church and they enjoy a large circle of friends and acquaintances 
and are held in the highest regard by all who know them. 

IVILLIAM DOREY 

William Dorey is a t  the head of one of the well known productive industries 
of Peoria-The Advance Eottling Works, manufacturers and bottlers of soft 
drinks. His life record had its beginning on the 17th of October, 1871, Peoria 
being his native city. H e  was left an orphan by the death of his parents when 
only six months old and was adopted by a family that reared him. His  youth- 
ful days were passed in this city and he attended the public schools, thus ac- 
quiring his education. H e  afterward engaged in driving a team and later be- 
came a street car conductor. H e  turned from this to enter the ice business and 
subsecluently he engaged in dealing in coal. His  next venture was in the feed 
business and a t  one time he dealt in gasoline and oil but sold out in that line 
to engage in the licluor trade, in which he continued in Peoria for six years. 
ning the manufacture and bottling of soft drinks at No. 313 \Varner avenue. 
On  the expiration of that period he entered his present line of business, begin- 
When he started in this line on the 28th of November, 1909, Frank E. Holland 
was associated with him in a partnership relation but Mr. Dorey has since pur- 
chased his partner's interest and is now sole proprietor. During the summer 
months lie keeps three wagons in continuous use and two in the winter season. 
H e  manufactures the famous A. E. C. ginger ale and other popular soft  drinks, 
conducting his bt~siness under the name of The Advance Bottling Con~pany, a 
name that has become synonymous to the trade with the excellence of the prod- 
uct and straightforward dealing. Mr. Dorey is also engaged in the gas drum 
business for drawinq beer from kegs. 

In 1891 occurred the marriage of RIr. Dorey and Miss Mamie L. Jones, of 
Decatur, Illinois, and they have six children: Myrtle, the wife of A. H. Miller: 
Earl ; Chester ; Theodore ; Luella ; and Harold. I I r .  Dorey holds membership 
with the Order of the Noose but is not otherwise prominent in fraternal cil-cles, 
preferring to give his undivided attention to his business affairs. Gradually he 
has worked his way upward and is now at the head of an enterprise that is 
hringing him good returns. 

H O S .  S;lhfUEL A. KIKSEY. 

Hon. Satlluel A. Kinsey, former mayor of Peoria and president of the I<insey 
& l lahler Company, brass founders, has been a resident of this city since 1856. 
H e  was born in Morris county, S e w  Jersey, February IS. 1827, a son of Samuei 
and Elizabeth (Pomp)  Kinsey. The father was a merchant of Easton, Penn- 
sylvania, and died a t  Hokendauqua, Pennsylvania. Captain Ingharn Kinsey, the 
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geat-grandfather of Samuel A. Kinsey, of this review, participated in the strug- 
gle for independence, as did several other members of the family. Lieutenant 
Samuel Kinscy, in the Maryland line, under the command of General Small- 
wood, was an ancestor, as  was John Kinsey, one of the commissioners sent out 
by the proprietor of West Jersey, in the ship Kent in 1677. On his mother's 
side he is a descendant of the Rev. Nicholas Pomp, a native of Danzig, who was 
educated a t  Halle and was sent to America by the synod of Holland about 1760. 
His son, Thomas Pomp, was a German Reformed church preacher who for fifty- 
seven years was pastor of a church in Easton, Pennsylvania. 

Samuel A. Kinsey at the age of sixteen years was bound out as an appren- 
tice to learii the machine and pattern-making trade. H e  served his time and 
worked in v a r i o ~ ~ s  places as journeyman until 1852. Then he began contracting 
and building railroads, in which business he engaged for four years. In 1856 
he came west and took charge of the Peters foundry and machine shop at the 
corner of Walnut and Water streets, Peoria, which position he held until 1860, 
and then went into business for himself in the brass foundry, pattern and model- 
making business. In 1866 this was consolidated with the interests of John C. 
Mahler, a coppersmitl~, who was the surviving partner of the firm of Loker, 
Seiler & Company who in 1850 established the business from 1vhic11 has grown 
the present Kinsey &- 14ahler Con~pany. 

Sanluel A. Kinsey, out of the fifty-six years of his residence in Peoria, has 
spent twenty-four it1 public life, eight years as alderman, two as mayor, ten as 
trustee of the Peoria Driveway and Park system, and four years as president 
of that department. H e  was a whig and since the organization of the repub- 
Iican party has been one of its supporters. He was a member of the Dutch Re- 
formed church in Philadelphia. His wife was Lydia Ann Emery, who passed 
away May 23, 1909. Their children were six in nun~ber, IVilliam, llTarren, 
Nellie. Blanclle, Ada and Samuel, Jr. 

EDLVARD LOUIS XOTHKAGEL. 

Edward Louis Xothnagel, a veteran of the Civil war, a public official \vhose 
record in office has been creditable and an engineer whose work in that field 
has been of an important character, is now serving as justice of the peace in 
Peoria. H e  was born in the city of Washington, Tazewell county, Illinois, 
March I I ,  1843, and his father, Edward Adolph Nothnagel, was a native of Hes- 
sen, Germany, and in early manhood studied medicine. H e  located for practice 
in Peoria in 1835 but afterward removed to Tazewell county, where he long fol- 
lowed his profession. H e  was married there to Catherine Trautman, a native 
of Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, who died when her son Edward L. was four- 
teen years of age. In their family were six children, Edward, George, Elijah, 
Mary, Lydia and William. 

The first named was a pupil in the city schools of Washington, Illinois, but 
ere the completion of the full course there he put aside his text-books. The 
country was engaged in civil war and he felt that his first duty was to the Union. 
Although but elghteen years of age he enlisted as a member of Company E, 
Seventeenth 31issouri l'olunteer Infantry, and served for three years, one 
month and four days. During that period he participated in a number of im- 
portant engagements and was always faithful to his duty ~vhether on the lonely 
picket line or on the firing line. When the war was over and the country no 
longer needed his aid he returned to Illinois and secured a position as railroad 
engineer in the operative departments of the Korth\vestern and l iabash rail- 
roads. His mechanical turn of mind and his ahility found further expression in 
thirteen years' service as hoisting engineer at the coal banks. His life has thus 
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11een an active one, for he has always been busily employed in mechanical pur- 
suits save when in office. H e  first filled the position of constable and was 
afterward deputy sheriff under Cyrus J. Berry. He is now filling the position 
of justice of the peace and his decisions are strictly fair and impartial, winning 
him golden opinions. 

Mr. Nothnagel has been married twice. In Chicago, in 1866, he wedded 
Elizabeth Laura McGuire, and unto them was born a son, Charles Edward, 
who is now in the employ of the American Express Company at Chicago. In 
1875 Mr. Xothnagel wedded Mary Hagemier, and unto them have been born 
three children, of whom two died in infancy while one is yet living, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Zink, a resident of Peoria. Mr. Nothnagel belongs to Eryner Post, G. A. 
R., and to the Charter Oak Camp, 31. W. A. In politics he has always been an 
active republican since age conferred upon him the right of franchise, and in 
matters of citizenship he is as true and loyal to his country today as when he 
followed the old flag on southern battlefields. 

H.  11. KILPATRICK. 

H. 11. Kilpatrick, a resident of Elmwood, is well known in Peoria county 
as a director of funeral services and as an efficient undertaker. H e  was born 
in LaFa~e t t e ,  Indiana, September 21, 1865, his parents being Robert and Anna 
(Kleinhaus) Kilpatrick, the father a native of Illinois and the mother of Ger- 
many. The mother was brought to America a t  the age of two years by her 
parents, who located at LaFayette, Indiana. Robert Kilpatrick was reared in 
Illinois and later removed to LaFayette where he was married. H e  was a tin- 
ner by trade and in about 1869 went to Clinton, Illinois, where he followed his 
trade until 1874, when he came to Elmwood. Later he went west but returned 
to Illinois, settling at Danville, in which state he passed away. His wife is 
still living there. Their only child is the subject of this sketch. 

H, M. Kilpatrick was educated in the public schools of Elmwood and at the 
age of fourteen started out in life for himself. For the first two years he was 
employed in a grocery store and in 1882 he began to work for J. F. Caverly, in 
the furniture and undertaking business, which was operated under the firm name 
of the Caverly Brothers. In July, 1888, the firm name was changed to Caverly 
& Kilpatrick and in October, 1894, Mr. Kilpatrick, of this review, became the 
sole proprietor of the same and has continued thus ever since. H e  carries a 
large and excellent stock in his furniture department and his undertaking estab- 
lishment is well equipped and conducted. 

On December 5, 1889, Mr. Kilpatrick was united in marriage with Miss 
Clara hf. Heptonstall, who was born in Peoria county, a daughter of John H. 
and Margaret Heptonstall, who were early settlers here. The father was a na- 
tive of England and came to America when a small boy. H e  died in this 
county, but the mother is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Kilpatricli have become 
parents of four children: Ralph Sidney, born 1893; Edwin Richard, born 1895 ; 
John Robert, born 1898 ; and Margaret Anna, born 1903. 

Mr. Kilpatrick has ever led an active and useful life, and has been engaged 
with many of the important organizations of his county. H e  belongs to the 
Elmwood Homestead & Loan Association and has been secretary of the same 
since 1906. H e  is a member of the Illinois State Undertakers Association, hav- 
ing served as secretary since June, 1906 and since 1908 has been secretary of 
the National Funeral Directors Association. A review of his excellent work as 
a funeral director has been written by many of the magazines, including the 
Enlbalnler's ICIonthly. Mr. Kilpatrick, being an energetic man, keeps no sten- 
ographers, but does all the work of his various offices alone. Fraternally he is 
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identified with the Arcanus Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
He has ever taken an active interest in the scl~ools of his toivn, and is now 
serving as a member of the board of education. He finds time in his unusually 
busy life to give nluch attention to social and recreative interests. H e  is the 
leader and manager of the American band of Elmwood.. H e  is an enthusiast 
and nlotorist and is fond of out door life. Well known in the county where he 
llas resided from early boyhood days, he has won the uniform trust and good 
ivill of all by reason of his pleasant and attractive personality, and all his life 
he has been straightforward and honorable. 

ARTHUR JIELVIN OTMAN. 

Arthur btelviii Otman, probate judge of Peoria county since 1910, was born 
in Wyoming, Illinois, October 3, 1868. His grandfather, David Otman, was a 
resident of Stockbridge, Kew York, and a son of Nicholas Otn~an,  two of whose 
brothers were soldiers of the Revolutionary war. Sylvester F. Otman, father 
of A. 11. Otman, was a native of Xew York and came to Illinois in 1849 Fol- 
iowing the outbreak of hostilities between the north and the south he enlisted 
in 1861 and served for four years as captain of Company E, One Hundred and 
Twelfth Illinois Tiolunteer Infantry. He married Sarah Smith, a daughter of 
Harrison Smith, who removed westward from Sor th  Bridgewater, Massachu- 
setts, and settled in Peoria about 1850. H e  was one of the old-time residents 
here and filled the office of justice of the peace at an early day. In early woman- 
hood his daughter, Sarah, engaged in teaching school in the building now used 
as a teachers' club at Jefferson and Jackson streets. 

Arthur AI. Otman pursued his education in the graded and high schools 
at Wyoming and in Knox College at Galesburg, Illinois. although he was not ,qrad- 
uated there. Subsequently he entered the law department of the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa at Iowa City, where he won the degree of LL. B. on his graduation 
with the class of 1890. Removing to Peoria he opened a law office immediately 
after his graduation and his admission to the bar. H e  has been continuously con- 
nected with the profession and his comprehensive understanding of legal princi- 
ples, combined with his devotion to his clients' interests, secures him a large share 
of the business of the courts. H e  was deputy circuit clerk of Peoria county 
from  goo until 1904, when he was made first assistant state's attorney, which 
position he filled until 1go6. H e  was a member of the law firm of Quinr.. 
Quinn & O t n ~ a n  until 1908, when he was appointed first assistant state's attorney 
and so continued until 1910, when he was elected probate judge, which office he 
is now acceptably filling. His comprehensive understanding of the general 
principles of jurisprudence qualifies him for the capable discharge of his duties 
in this connection and his course is winning him high commendation as thc 
occupant of the probate bench. 

On the 24th of November, 1887, in Wyoming, Illinois, Mr. Otman was mar- 
ried to Miss Florence Simmons, a daughter of Amor Simmons, who was a hard- 
ware merchant of Wyoming and a veteran of the Civil war. The only child 
of Mr. and Mrs. Otman is Alice May, now a teacher of English literature in 
the Peoria Rlanual Training high school. Mr. Otman has always been a republi- 
can in his political views, supporting the party since age conferred upon him 
the right of franchise. H e  belongs to the Masonic lodge. the Nodern Woodmen 
camp and the Maccabees tent. In Masonry he has attained high rank and has 
been frequently honored with office. In 1910 he was master of Temple Lodge, 
S o .  46, F. & A. M.;  in 1598 was high priest of Peoria Chapter, R. A. 31.; in 
1899 was commander of the Knights Templar Commandery: in 1900 was poten- 
tate of the Mystic Shrine; and in 1903 became commander-in-chief of the 
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Scottish Rite a t  Peoria. The same year he was elected to the supreme council, 
thirty-third degree of the Scottish Rite. Still higher Masonic honors came to 
him in llis election as grand commander of the grand commandery of Knights 
Templar of Illinois. His social nature finds expression in his membership in 
the Creve Coeur and Ivy Clubs, in both of which he has many friends. His 
ability in his profession has won him constant advancement and his qualities 
of  leadership are furthermore indicated in the offices to which he has been 
called in his fraternal connections. 

W. PV. RHOADES. 

W. W. Rhoades, serving for the second term as chief of police of Peoria, has 
in the discharge of his official duties instituted various reforms and modern im- 
provements which have largely promoted the efficiency of the service. As  a 

officer his course has won wide indorsement from law-abiding citizens, the 
consensus of public opinion regarding his record being altogether favorable. 

Mr. Rhoades is one of the residents that Pennsylvania has furnished to Peoria, 
his birth having occurred in Phoenixville of the former state on the 29th of 
March, 1867. His father, William F. Rhoades, was descended from English and 
German ancestry but the family has been so long represented on this side of  the 
Atlantic that it has become thoroughly American in thought, spirit and purpose. 
William I?. Rhoades was engaged in the hotel business throughout his entire life. 
H e  wedded Mary hlorgan, also a native of Pennsylvania, and unto them were 
born seven children, of whom six are yet living, four sons and two daughters. 
The parents were residents of Chester county, Pennsylvania, until called to their 
final home. 

I n  the schools of his native city W. W. Rhoades pursued his education and 
was twenty-three years of age when, in 1890, he came to Peoria. H e  was a potter 
by trade and for ten years followed that pursuit in this city, on the expiration of 
which period he engaged with the Acme Harvester Company, which he repre- 
sented here for two years. H e  entered into his connection with the police depart- 
ment without any previous knowledge of or experience in work along this line 
but the natural resourcefulness of the man, his determination to "make good," 
and his fidelity to the obligations devolving upon him have made him an officer 
whose record is above reproach. H e  was called to the office of chief, of police in 
May, 1903, as the successor of Mr. Kennedy and remained at the head of the 
department for two years. H e  then retired at the change of administration and 
became connected with the sheriff's office as deputy, so continuing until May, 
1909. At that date l ~ e  was again called to the office of chief of police, which 
position he has since filled. H e  has bent 11is energies to the improvement of the 
department in many ways, has installed a new flash light system, motor driven 
vehicles have taken the place of the old patrol wagons and the civil service plan 
has been adopted. He has given special attention to the personality of the men 
on the force, endeavoring to install as patrolmen such men as will make duty 
paramount to all else. H e  has likewise increased and perfected the detective 
department and his work on the whole has won him high commendation and 
encomiums. 

In 1892, in Peoria, Mr. Rl~oades was united in marriage to Miss Emma Heitz- 
rnan,'a daughter of Albert Heitzman, who was at one time a tailor of Peoria but 
is now deceased. Three children have been born of this marriage: Inez and 
Ethel, twins; and Marjorie. In his fraternal relations Mr. Rhoades is a promi- 
nent Mason, having attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite. He 
belongs also to the Modern Woodmen Camp, the Maccabees Tent and the Royal 
Arcanum Lodge, and finds in their beneficent teachings the high principles and 
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rules which govern his conduct and shape his relations with his fellown~en. He 
has always given his political allegiance to the republican party and is a firm 
believer in its principles as effective forces in good government, yet he ever 
places patriotism before partisanship and the general welfare before individual 
aggrandizement. 

CHARLES D. THOMAS, M. D. 

Dr. Charles D. Thomas, oculist and aurist, with office in the Hamlin build- 
ing, has practiced his profession in Peoria since 1897. H e  was previously a gen- 
eral practitioner in Lacon, Illinois, for nine years. His work has brought him a 
measure of success that could only be obtained through ability, for he is devoting 
his life to a profession wherein advancement is won only through the possession 
of marked skill and wide knowledge. H e  was born in Washburn, Woodford 
county, Illinois, Kovember 17, 18G3, and is a son of Dr. D. Erastus and Minerva 
Jane (Barnes) Thomas. The Barnes family was fbunded in hlarshall copnty, 
Illinois, in 1832, when Captain Robert Barnes removed westward from Indian 
River, Delaware. With one exception this was the first family to establish a 
home in that county. Dr. D. Erastus Thomas was a native of Jacksonville, 
Indiana, and in early manhood he prepared for a professional career, practicing 
medicine from 1852 until his death, which occurred in 1903. Most of that period 
was spent in the town of Lacon although in 1852 he opened an office at Spring 
Bay, Illinois, where he practiced in connection with Dr. Burns. The office, how- 
ever, was destroyed by fire there in 1853 and he then removed to Washburn, Illi- 
nois, where he remained until the spring of 1864, when he established his home in 
Lacon. His life was a most serviceable one, proving of great worth in the 
world, and his death was the occasion of deep and widespread regret. He died 
very suddenly of heart disease while at the home of his son, R. H. Thomas, in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, where he was then visiting. His wife passed away six 
months later, dying in August of the same year. 

Dr. Charles D. Thomas spent his youthful days in Lacon, to which place 
his parents removed when he was but three months old. He there attended the 
public schools, passing through consecutive grades until the final year in the high 
school. On putting aside his text-books he began work in his father's drug store, 
where he remained for two years, but feeling the need of further educational 
opportunities he then entered Buchtel College of Akron, Ohio, where he spent 
the succeeding two years in study. He  next became a student in the Ohio State 
University at Columbus, which he also attended two years in the mastery of 
an elective course. He  began preparation for the medical profession in Rush 
Medical College of Chicago and was graduated in 1888. The same year he en- 
tered upon active practice in connection with his father at Lacon, where he con- 
tinued until 1892, when he went abroad for further study, spending one year in 
Vienna, Austria, where he gave special attention to diseases of the eye, ear, nose 
and throat. He thus thoroughly acquainted himself with the most advanced and 
scientific methods as practiced by the leading specialists of the old world, and 
with a comprehensive knowledge along that line he returned to Lacon. In 
1896 he again went to Europe and spent a part of that and the following year 
in Vienna, pursuing his studies and investigations in the general hospital of that 
city and in the Polyclinic at Vienna, specializing all the time on diseases of the eye, 
ear, nose and throat. H e  acted as second assistant in the hospital under Pro- 
fessor Adam Politzer, whose practice was confined to diseases of the ear and he 
also became second assistant to Professor Hajek, who concentrated his attention 
upon diseases of the nose and throat. This was a high honor conferred upon 
an American and it gave him special advantages, qualifying him in notable meas- 
ure for the work to which he now devotes his time and energies. 

Yol. 11- 1 4 
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In August, 1897, Dr. Thomas removed to Peoria, where he has since prac- 
ticed, specializing as an oculist and aurist. He is now serving in that capacity 
on the staff of the Proctor Hospital and in addition he has a very extensive private 
practice. He is continually adding to his knowledge through reading and re- 
search and keeps in close touch with the most advanced work of the profession. 
H e  is now oculist and aurist for the Rock Island Railroad Company and is a 
member of the National Association of Pension Examiners, acting as expert 
examiner for this district. 

Dr. Thomas was united in marriage to llfiss Cecilia Geraldine Kendricken, 
of Boston, Massachusetts, with whom he becamc accluainted while studying in 
Vienna, where Mrs. Thomas was then studying music. Unto them were born 
three children, two of whom are now living, Paul K. and Charles D., Jr. Dr. 
and Mrs. T h ~ m a s  are prominent socially in the city, having an extensive circle 
of warm friends. The Doctor belongs to the Phi Delta Theta, a college fraternity, 
and is connected with the leading medical societies. belonging to the Peoria City 
liedical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society, the North Central Illinois 
3Iedical Society, the American Medical Association, the Oto-Laryngological As- 
sociation and the National Association of Railway Surgeons. H e  is one of three 
members on the board of censors for the Peoria City Medical Society and he is 
serving as a member of the board of trustees in the Bradley Polytechnic Insti- 
tute at Peoria. H e  is interested in all the vital and prominent questions relating 
to the welfare and progress of his city and the country at large and yet has no 
time for active participation in public affairs, owing to the increasing demands 
which are being made upon his professional skill and ability. His broad study, 
his natural talent, inherited from a father and grandfather who were physi- 
cians, and his acquired ability have gained him a preeminent position as one of 
the foremost oculists and aurists of the state. 

HARRY SCHEXCK. 

Harry Schenck, who is well known in the business world in Eln~wood from 
his connection with the banking firm of Clinch, Schenck & Lott, was born in 
Peoria county, October 28, 1872. His parents were Henry and Susan (Selby) 
Snyder Schenck, both of whom were natives of Butler county, Ohio. The 
father was born December 23, 1838, and grewr to manhood in his native county. 
He was married there to a Miss Kemp, who died one year later. Subsequently 
the father and James Foster came to Peoria county, driving with a team and 
wagon from Butler county, Ohio. They located in Elmwood township and in 
1864 Mr. Schenck purchased two hundred acres of land there. H e  then re- 
turned to Ohio, where he was married to Susan (Selby) Snyder, who was then 
a widow, and subsequently they resided on his farm in Elmwood township. In 
1888 he purchased an interest in the bank of Clinch & Lott and the firm name 
was changed to Clinch. Schenck & Lott, and he held this interest until the time 
of his death. In 1904 he retired from active work and moved to Elmwood, 
where he resided un'til his death, in 1905. In his family were two children: 
Harry, of this review ; and a daughter, who is now Mrs. Edna E. Cone, of 
Peoria. 

Harry Schenck received his early education in the public schools of Elm- 
wood and later coillpleted a course in a business college. In 1891 he began 
working in the bank in which his father had an interest and in 1905, at the 
time of his father's death, he became one of the partners in the firm of Clinch. 
Schenck & Lott. 
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On the 7th of October, 1896, Ilfr. Schenck was united in marriage with 34iss 
JIary C. Welles, who was born in Elmwood, February 29, 1876, a daughter of 
\V. T. and Laura A. MTelles, both of whom were natives of Peoria county. Mr. 

Mrs. Schenclc have become the parents of six children: Margery, Richard, 
Earl, William, Dorothy and Ruth. The last named died at the age of three 
years. In politics Mr. Schenck is a democrat and, being interested in local 
party issues, he has filled the office of city treasurer. H e  also gives much time 
to the cause of education and has served as school treasurer. Fraternally he 
is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of 
Pythias. H e  is very fond of hunting and fishing, revelling in these sports several 
times a year, and is noted for his skill along these llnes. H e  is a shrewd. 
conscientious business man and has many friends in the business world; also 
he is popular socially in the city where his entire life has been passed and 
where many of his stanchest friends are those \\rho have known him from 
boyhood. 

ELEERT I-I. Z-iRLEY 

Elbert H. Zarley is the president of the Bro\vn Printing Company, ~vhich has 
its plant at XO. 201 South iL'ashington street. Ilis identification ~ i t h  this en- 
terprise covers about sixteen years. H e  was but a boy when he entered the 
employ of the coinpany and in the intervening period to the present time he has 
gradually worked his way up\vard, his ability and energy winning him advance- 
ment until he is now the chief esecutive officer in one of the leading business 
concerns of the city. He came to Peoria when a youth, his birth having oc- 
curred in Oakland. Coles county, Illinois. October 27, 1876, his father being 
Abram Zarley. He spent his boyhood in his native town and at the usual age 
entered the public schools, passing through consecutive grades until he became 
a high-school pupil. When he put aside his test-books he began learning the 
printing business, with which he is acquainted in all of its branches. H e  has 
been a resident of Peoria for about seventeen years and with the exception of 
one year the entire period has been spent in connection with the Erown Print- 
ing Company, which is the successor of the Brown-IVilliams Printing Company 
that took over the business of Frank Brown, who opened a printing establish- 
ment on South Adanls street about 1890. Mr. Zarley had not been long in the 
employ of the company before he proved his worth and capability and his in- 
tlustry, energy and fidelity won him promotion from time to time. Eventually 
he was elected one of the officers of the company and for five years served as 
its secretary. In  June, 1911, upon the reorganization of the business, he was 
chosen to the presidency and is, therefore, bending his energies to administrative 
direction and executive control. The company conducts a general printing and 
en~bossing business and enlploys about thirty people. They turn out work of 
the highest excellence and of the most artistic design, embracing all that is 
best in the "art preservative of arts." Their patronage is now estensive, for 
the excellent work done comn~ends then1 to the public. They make a specialty 
of color printing and in addition they manufacture blank books, rubber stamps, 
seals and stencils in addition to conducting a general printing and bookbinding 
business. Their plant is thoroughly equipped in every department and in the 
escellence of their work is found the secret of their success. 

In Peoria. in 1900, Mr. Zarley was united in marriage to Miss Nettie Brown, 
of this city. and they no\v have one son. Brown Zarley. Mr. Zarley is well 
known as a prominent llason. having attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite in the consistory. He has also crossed the sands of the desert 
with the Xobles of the Mystic Shrine and he holds illcmbcrship with the Knights 
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of Pythias. In his life he exemplifies the beneficent spirit of the craft, which in- 
culcates and develops all that is best in manhood and in citizenship. In his 
business career his steady progress has followed the manifestation of his ability, 
which has been developed through close application, perseverance and unretnit- 
ting energy. His course proves, too, that success and an honored name may be 
won simultaneously and that the rewards of persistent and intelligently directed 
labor are sure and certain.' 

GEORGE W. HAMMERBACHER. 

George W. Hammerbacher, a resident of Oak Hill, who is successfully en- 
gaged in the carpentering business, was born in Pickaway county, Ohio, August 
10, 1850. His parents were Ludwig and Rfary E. Harnmerbacher, who came 
from Germany in 1847 and located in Ohio. In 1854 they removed to Illinois, 
settling in Rosefield township, where they passed the remainder of their days. 
In  their family were six children, of whom George W.  was the third in order 
of birth. 

George W. Hammerbacher was reared and educated in Rosefield township 
and remained at home with his parents until he was eighteen years of age. H e  
then began working as a farm hand, an employment which he followed for six 
years. In  1874 he took up the trade of carpentry and has since worked at it 
continuously. H e  has been very successful in his work and he now owns the 
old homestead of seventy-seven acres, which is situated one mile north of Oak 
Hill. 

On the 18th of February, 1870, Rfr. Hammerbacher was united in marriage 
to Miss ~Margaret E. Dawson, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronemus Dawson. 
In  politics Mr. Hammerbacher gives his support to the republican party and so- 
cially he is identified with Horeb Lodge, No. 363, A. F. & A. Rf. ,  at  Elmwood. 
He is a stanch supporter of the interests of education and has been a school 
director for eighteen years and is now serving as school treasurer. H e  is well 
known throughout his community and in all matters relating to the welfare of 
the township he is public-spirited and his cooperation can be counted upon 
to further all public progress. 

LESLIE RUTHERFORD, M. D. 

In  eleven years of active practice since his graduation from Rush Medical 
College, Dr. Leslie Rutherford has made continuous progress, experience and 
further reading adding to his skill and ability. H e  has been abroad for further 
study and keeps in close touch with the most advanced methods of eminent phy- 
sicians not only of this country but of the old world. Peoria is his native city 
and his natal day was December 27, 1879. H e  comes of Scotch ancestry, his 
grandfather being William Rutherford, a native of Scotland, who after sailing 
from the old world to the new, made his way into the interior of the country, 
settling in Tennessee in 1849. Soon afterward. however, he same to Peoria, 
thus founding the family in this city. His son, R. William Rutherford, the 
father of Dr. Rutherford, became a prominent coal merchant here and for 
many years occupied a leading position in commercial circles, so that his death, 
which occurred in 1901, was the occasion of deep and widespread regret. His 
wife bore the maiden name of Isabella Grieves. 

Dr. Rutherford was reared in Peoria and attended the public schools, mas- 
tering the branches of learning in successive grades until graduated from the 
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high school with the class of  1897. A professional career appeared to him most 
attractive, and thinking to find the practice of medicine congenial and hoping 
to find it profitable, he entered Rush Medical College of Chicago in preparation 
for his chosen life work. H e  pursued the regular four years' course and was 
oraduated in 1901, being chosen president of his class by his fellow students 
b 
and being awarded the Benjamin Rush medal by the college. His high standing 
secured him the position of interne in the Presbyterian Hospital of that city, 
where he remained for a year. The years 1903 to 1905 he devoted to post-grad- 
uate work in Chicago. H e  then returned to Peoria to take up his permanent 
abode and in the intervening years has concentrated his energies upon his chosen 
life work. H e  practiced here until 1908, when he went abroad, spending a part 
of that and the succeeding year in the General Hospital at Vienna and also 
doing considerable work in a hospital in Berlin. H e  makes a specialty of in- 
ternal medicine and is serving on the staff of Proctor Hospital. He belongs to 
the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association. 

In 1904, Dr. Rutherford married Miss Margaret Tallman, of Berkeley, Cali- 
fornia, and they now have one child, Margaret. Dr. Rutherford is well known 
in the city where his entire life has been passed save for brief periods when he 
has absented himself for the purposes of study. Many of his warmest friends 
are those who have known him from his boyhood to the present and this fact is 
indicative of an honorable and well spent life. 

CHARLES H. BROBST, M. D. 

This is an  age of specialization. Scientific knowledge has become so broad 
and so complex that a single individual cannot master fully every department 
of any single science, and therefore with a knowledge of the broad fundamental 
principles men have c0ncentrate.d their efforts and their energies along a single 
line and have thereby attained a proficiency which otherwise could not be 
secured. Following the natural trend of the age, Dr. Charles H. Brobst has 
concentrated his attention upon the diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, and 
is accorded a liberal patronage which enables him to maintain well appointed 
offices in the Observatory building. H e  has followed his profession in Peoria 
since November, 1893. H e  comes from one of the chief centers of medical 
learning, being a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, his birth having there 
occurred in 1864. While spending his boyhood days in the home of his father, 
Jonas L. Brobst, he attended the public and high schools of Philadelphia, being 
graduated from the latter with the class of 1881. He studied medicine in the 
college of Physicians and Surgeons at Baltimore and at Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity of the same city. From the former he was graduated with the class of 
1887 and he then pursued special studies in the latter. In 1888 he was gradu- 
ated from the Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia and thus he came 
under the teaching of some of the most eminent physicians and surgeons of the 
country in the different centers of medical learning. H e  afterward went to 
New York City, where he studied for a year and acted as interne at the Post- 
Graduate School. His experience there greatly augmented his skill but still not 
content with the advantages he had already received and striving to attain as 
high a degree of perfection as possible, he went in 18go to Vienna, spending two 
years at the General Hospital as  a student in that branch of practice, which has 
to do with diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. H e  also passed a year 
at Moorefield's Hospital in London and at the Golden Square Nose and Throat 
Hospital of the same city. Splendid equipment qualified him for his specialty 
and upon his return,to the United States he opened an office in Peoria, where he 
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has since been located. H e  soon demonstrated his ability in practice and the vol- 
ume of his business has steadily grown until it has now reached extensive pro- 
portions. In addition to a large private practice he is serving as president on the 
staff of Proctor Hospital and has become well known as an  educator, being 
the lecturer on physiological optics at Bradley Polytechnic Institute of this city. 

Pleasantly situated in his home life, Dr. Brobst was married in 1894 to Miss 
Marian K. Kuntz, of Peoria, and they have two children, Dorothy and Charles. 
They are widely and favorably known and theirs is a hospitable home, always open 
for the reception of their many friends. Dr. Brobst is a Mason of high standing. 
He has taken all of the degrees of the York and Scottish Rites, being a Knight 
Templar and a thirty-second degree consistory Mason, as well as a member of 
the Mystic Shrine. His social prominence is indicated in his adnlission to the 
Creve Coeur Club. Notwithstanding the fact that his many activities and in- 
terests are wide and varied, keeping him in touch with the world's progress 
along inany lines, he yet concentrates his energies upon his professional duties, 
realizing fully the responsibilities that devolve upon him in this connection. 
He belongs to the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical So- 
ciety, the American niIedical Association and the American Academy of Oph- 
thalmology and Oto-Laryngology, and seeks always that perfection which is 
the legitimate aim of every earnest, conscientious physician. 

GEORGE FRANCIS EMERSON. 

Prominent among the energetic, enterprising and successful business men of 
Peoria is George Francis Emerson, of the firm of Cummings & Emerson, whole- 
sale dealers in heavy hardware. His career is another illustration of the fact 
that the road to usefulness and prosperity is open to any who wish to pursue it. 
H e  early learned the lesson that industry is the basis of all honorable success 
and that perseverance will often overcome seemingly insurmountable obstacles. 
H e  was born in hlorton, Tazewell county, Illinois, April 4, 1847, his parents 
being Enoch G. and Harriet P. (Waters) Emerson, both of whom were na- 
tives of Ken. England. The father's birth occurred in Rochester, Vermont, 
April 19, 1812, and the mother was born in Lebanon, New Hampshire, Octo- 
ber 22, 1815. They came to Sangamon county, Illinois, in 1834, in company 
with a colony that expected to locate there but being disappointed in securing 
a satisfactory location as to lands they removed to Tazewell county and be- 
came pioneers of that section. This was only two years after the Blacli Hawk 
war occurred and on every hand were seen evidences of frontier life, with all 
its attendant hardships, difficulties and disadvantages. However, it is a well 
known fact that in the face of opposition the best and strongest in men is 
brought out and developed and Mr. Emerson proved himself equal to the ardu- 
ous task of cultivating a new farm on the frontier. H e  remained in Tazewell 
county until March, 1865, when he brought his family to Peoria. 

George Francis Emerson was then about eighteen years of age. H e  had 
been educated in the public schools of Tazewell county and early became fami- 
liar with the arduous task of  developing a new farm. Following the removal 
of the family to this city he pursued a course of study in the Worthington, 
Warner & Coles Commercial College, and in the following fall entered actively 
in business life as  assistant bookkeeper for D. C. Farrell. In  1866 and 1867 
he was bookkeeper for  the firm of C. L. Bobb & Company and on the 15th of 
June, 1868, he accepted the position of bookkeeper with Cummings & Stone, 
wholesale dealers in heavy hardware. This ~ v a s  his initial step in connection 
with the business that has since claimed his time and attention. At length Mr. 
Stone sold out his interest in the establishment to his partner, Mr. Cummings, 
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who conducted the business alone for the nest two years. On the 1st of Feb- 
ruary, 1872, he admitted blr. Emerson to a partnership under the firm style of  
Cummings & Emerson, and since Mr. Cummings' death on the 25th of January, 
1878, the business has been under the sole management of Mr. Emerson. In 
the nleantime the interest of Mr. Cummings remained under the control of his 
widonr until 1896, when it passed into the hands of her heirs. Early in hIarch, 
1897, the business was incorporated under the original firm name of Cummings 
& Enierson, with Mr. Emerson as president and manager. The trade of the 
house has grown steadily since the establishment of the business in 1867. They 
carry a most conlplete and extensive line of heavy hardware and this is widely 
known as one of the most progressive houses in their branch of the trade. Im- 
prove~nent and advancement have been Mr. Emerson's watchwords and he has 
never lost sight of the fact that each year sho~~lcl record a growth in the busi- 
ness. His has been an expensive policy, yet tempered by safe conservatism, and 
he has always kept in close touch with the various phases of the trade, so that 
he has been enabled to purchase judiciously from manufacturers and thereby 
gain a good profit on his sales without asking exorbitant prices. In addition 
to his other interests, 3lr. Emerson is a director in the First National Eank and 
is thus widely and favorably known in financial circles. 

On the 17th of November, 1871, Rlr. Eillerson was united in marriage to 
Xliss Harriet C. Woodruff, a daughter of ISelson and hfary A. Woodruff. of  
Peoria. They became the parents of four children, of whqm Ada, the eldest, 
died in infancy, and George W. died at the age of five and a half years. The 
surviving children are Frank Nelson and Grace Mr. E., the latter of whom is a 
graduate of LaSalle Seminary, Boston. Franl< Nelson Emerson was graduated 
froin Princeton University of New Jersey, and also the Institute of Technology, 
a t  Boston, and is now a successful practicing architect in this city. 

Mr. Emerson belongs to the Presbyterian church but is a broad-minded man, 
whose Christianity is above creed and dogma. His political faith is that of the 
republican party and while never an office seeker his cooperation has ever been 
counted upon for the benefit and welfare of the community in the long period 
in ivhich he has made his home in Peoria. H e  started in business life ivithout 
any special advantages but he early realized that "there is no excellence without 
labor," and also that "there is no royal road to wealth." H e  was willing to 
earn his success and he has used every honorable means for  its attainment. 

CHESTER I;. BARNETT. 

Chester F. Barnett, police magistrate and attorney a t  law, has come to his 
present position solely through his own merit. He is one of the younger mem- 
bers of the Peoria bar, whose earnest labor and ability have won recognition and 
secured his continuous advancement. He was born upon a farm in Dewitt 
county, Illinois, August 4, 1878, his parents being John W. and Mary Ellen 
(Cheek) Barnett. The father is a farmer, who has devoted his entire life to 
agricultural pursuits, and both he and his wife are still living on the old home- 
stead farm in Dewitt county. The Barnetts were early settlers there and the 
family has been represented in America since colonial days. Prior to the Revo- 
lutionary war, the ancestors of our subject lived in Virginia and about 1780 
went to Kentucky. Sixty years later, or about 1840, a removal was made from 
that state to Illinois. Alexander Barnett, great-great-great-grandfather of our 
subject, served in the Revolutionary war and was a pioneer and prominent phy- 
sician in Bourbon county, Kentucky. Robert Barnett, the great-grandfather, 
came from Kentucky with his family and in that state Benjamin Barnett, the 



298 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

grandfather, was also born. The Cheek family lived in Pennsylvania and was 
also founded in Illinois in pioneer times. 

I t  was upon the old home farm that Chester F. Barnett was reared and the 
work of tilling the soil early became familiar to him. When not occupied with 
the duties of the schoolroom, he worked in the fields and early became familiar 
with the best methods of plowing, planting and harvesting. H e  supplemented 
his early educational advantages by study in Kenney high school and afterward 
pursued a business course in Eureka (Illinois) College, where he took up the 
study of shorthand in connection with the regular business course. For a num- 
ber of years he worked as a stenographer but in that time became imbued with 
a desire to make the practice of law his life work, and with that end in view 
he entered the Illinois College of Law, at Chicago, in 1902, for  a three years' 
course, which he completed by graduation with the class of 1905. H e  then 
came to Peoria in January, 1906, and has practiced continuously in this city. 
H e  soon demonstrated his ability in the successful conduct of the cases en- 
trusted to his care and in the spring of 1911 there came to him a public ex- 
pression of confidence on the part of his fellow townsmen in his election to the 
office of police magistrate on the democratic ticket. H e  succeeded Frank Fox 
and was the only democrat elected on the democratic city ticket, a fact which 
is indicative of his personal popularity and the confidence reposed in him and in 
his professional power. 

In 1900 Mr. Barnett was united in marriage to Miss Bessie Whicher, of 
Chicago, and unto them have been born two sons, Franklin Newel1 and Robert 
Vernon. Mr. Barnett is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and exemplifies 
in his life the basic elements upon which the craft rests. By nature he is social 
and genial and he has many attractive social qualities which have won him a 
circle of warm friends. 

DAVID FORNEY. 

The years which have brought David Forney to his present enviable position 
as a financier and land owner have been characterized by continuous progress 
that has resulted from his close application and keen .business discernment. H e  
has never sought to figure prominently in any public life outside his strict path 
of business, for therein he has found ample opportunity to utilize his ambition 
and his energy-his dominant qualities. H e  has been a resident of the city of 
Peoria for only a brief period, but has been a lifelong resident of the county 
and for years was one of the foremost representatives of agricultural life in 
eastern Illinois. The name of Forney has been associated with development and 
progress in Peoria since pioneer times. David Forney was born upon a farm 
in Kickapoo township on the 12th of February, 1854. His parents, J. Y. and 
Catherine (Feeser) Forney, were married in Pennsylvania in May, 1852, and 
immediately afterward removed westward, settling in Peoria county, the father 
purchasing a tract of land which he converted into a rich and productive farm, 
making his home thereon for almost a half century, or until the time of his 
death which occurred January 25, 1900. H e  added to his original holdiilgs 
until he was the owner of a very fine farm in Kickapoo township and also had 
an extensive tract of land in Radner township. Besides these he owned three 
valuable farms in Woodford county, Illinois, and a large farming property in 
Kansas. He regarded real estate as the safest of all invesments, and as the 
years passed on and his financial resources increased he dealt extensively in 
land. His business efforts were always carefully and systematically managed, 
and his integrity was never a matter of question. He was survived for nearly 
six years by his wife who passed away November g, 1905. 
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The old homestead farm in Kickapoo township was both a playground and 
training school for  David Forney in his boyhood and youth. He still owns a part 
of that property and resided thereon until January, I*. H e  has, however, sold 
a portion of the original tract owned by his father but still has one hundred 
and thirty-six acres in Kickapoo township, together with a farm of one hundred 
and sixty acres in Woodford county, Jllinois, near Minonk. H e  rents both of 
these properties, deriving a good income therefrom. While living on the old 
homestead he carried on general farming and brought his fields under a high 
state of cultivation in the raising of cereals best adapted to the soil and climate. 
H e  also dealt largely in fine stock and did not a little to improve the grade of 
cattle raised in this section. In his boyhood days Mr. Forney attended the dis- 
trict schools and for  two years was a student in the high school at Elmwood, 
after which he finished his course in the Peoria County Normal. H e  engaged 
in teaching for three years in Rosefield, Kickapoo and Radner townships, spend- 
ing one year in each, and displayed considerable ability in imparting clearly and 
readily to others the lcnowledge he had acquired, but farming was his real life 
work up to the time he retired from the old homestead and established his 
residence in Peoria. Here he figured prominently in financial circles, being the 
vice president of the State Trust & Savings Bank. He was one of the incorpo- 
rators of this institution, and he and the president, E. A. Strause, are now the 
only members of the original board of directors. He has served on the examin- 
ing committee of the bank for  years, and in his present position has voice in its 
management and contributes in no small measure to its successful conduct. H e  
is also largely interested in stocks, having made heavy investments in com- 
mercial paper of that character, and he also has much money loaned out but 
regards investments in land as superior to all others. 

On the 14th of December, 1882, Mr. Forney was married to Miss Annie 
Karnaghan of Hanna City, Illinois. They are the parents of one child, Everett 
E. The family residence is a t  506 North Monroe street, and is one of the attract- 
ive homes of the city. Hospitality there reigns supreme, and good cheer is ex- 
tended to all their many friends. Mr. Forney has never regarded the word 
"citizenship" as an idle term. It  represents to him obligations and duties as well 
as privileges, and he has utilized every means at hand to further the welfare and 
promote the progress and upbuilding of his county. His political allegiance has 
always been .given the republican party and he has served as road commissioner 
of Kickapoo township, and for  one term was supervisor, being elected by a 
majority of seventy-nine in a vote of three hundred and twenty-five that was 
cast in the democratic township. This fact alone indicates his personal popular- 
ity and the high regard entertained for him by his neighbors and friends. Mr. 
Forney has, In a manner, lived a quiet life. There have been none of the 
spectacular features which are to be found in connection with high political or  
military office, but day by day he has faithfully performed the duties nearest 
at hand, and in so doing has commanded the respect and good-will of his fellow- 
men. Moreover, in all his business transactions he has been found thoroughly 
reliable as well as enterprising, and the success which is his has come to him as 
the legitimate and well merited reward of earnest labor and keen business sagacity. 

ROBERT A. HANNA, M. D. 

Dr. Robert A. Hanna, a representative of the medical profession in Peoria 
since 1894, has devoted himself exclusively to surgery since 1908 and has gained 
a position of distinction in that field of practice. H e  was born here July 20, 1868, 
a son of Robert S. and Charlotte (Roberts) Hanna, both of whom are still liv- 
ing in this city. His maternal grandfather came to Illinois in 1835, removing 
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from Ohio to this state just three years after the Black Hawk war occurred, when 
all eastern Illinois was largely an undeveloped and unimproved region. H e  set- 
tled in Tazewell county, just across the river from Peoria, which, however, at 
that time, was a mere hamlet and gave no indication of the prominence to 
which it was to attain as a commerc~al and industrial center. 

Dr. Hanna was reared in this city and his youth was passed as that of most 
boys, the public schools affording him his educational privileges. H e  passed 
from one grade to another until he became a high-school student, and when he 
left school he entered business life, securing a position in a wholesale paper 
house, in which he was en~ployed for  four years. Thinking to find a professional 
career more congenial than commercial pursuits he then entered upon the study 
of medicine and was graduated from the Keokuk Medical College, at Keokuk, 
Iowa, with the class of 1894. Immediately afterward he returned to this city 
and opened an office. His record stands in contradistinction to the old adage 
that a prophet is never without honor save in his own country, for in the city 
of his birth Dr. Hanna has made continuous progress and is today regarded as 
one of the eminent members of the profession in eastern Illinois, especially in 
the field of surgery, to which he has confined his attention exclusively since 
1908. Up to that time he continued in general practice but his work was becom- 
ing more and more largely that of surgery and he felt the keenest interest in 
that branch of the profession. His reading and study were largely directed 
along that line and his experience constantly added to his ability. His work 
embodies the most modern and scientific principles and methods and he has 
proven his power in many notable instances. H e  served for three years as county 
physician, from 1899 until 1901, inclusive. H e  belongs to the Peoria City Medi- 
cal Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and the American htedical Asso- 
ciation and has served as president of the first named. H e  holds to high stand- 
ards of professional service and is interested in anything that tends to bring to 
man the key to that complex mystery which we call life. His reading has been 
broad, his research deep and his wide knowledge makes his opinions authority 
upon many questions relative to the profession. 

Dr. Hanna was united in marriage to Miss Emma Coleman, of this city, and 
they have a large circle of warm friends here. Fraternally he is a Mason and 
socially is connected with the Creve Coeur Club. His friends, and they are 
many, find him a social, genial gentleman of broad and liberal culture. 

WALTER HERMANN KIRK. 

Walter Hermann Kirk, attorney and counselor, was born December 5 ,  1870, 
in Baxter Springs, Chenokee county, Kansas, the son of John E. and Laura J. 
(Sevier) Kirk. His father, John E. Kirk was born in Richmond, Ray county, 
Missouri, March 4, 1850, and was the son of James F. Kirk, a native Ten- 
nesseean. His mother was born in Sullivan county, December 3,' 1852. H e  was 
engaged in the cattle and grain business for a number of years, his home having 
been in the northern part of hIissouri, near Kirksville, which city was named 
after relatives, who moved from Virginia and Tennessee at a very early period 
in the settling of the state of Missouri. After a few years in Kansas, Mr. 
Kirk returned to Missouri where he engaged in farming and later went to 
California, residing at San Jose and Colusa. From there he returned to hIis- 
souri about 1876, and shortly after acquired by purchase a patent hay-stacking 
device from James R. Hill, which he perfected, manufactured and sold. His 
headquarters were at Salisbury, Missouri, but this town did not furnish the 
facilities for a large manufacturing business, and in looking for a location he 
came to Peoria in August, iSSi. Shortly afterward Mr. Kirk organized the 
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Acme Hay Harvester Company and was president and general manager until 
his health failed in 1890. At  that time he disposed of his interests and was 
not actively engaged in business at the time of his death, excepting the care of 
extensive land interests in California, where he died in March, 1898. The in- 
terment was in the family lot in Springdale cemetery, Peoria. 

Walter H. Kirk was graduated from the Peoria grade and Peoria high 
schools, and in June, 1894, with the degree LL. B. from the University of 
Michigan. H e  returned to Peoria for the practice of law and has remained 
here since that time. Afr. Kirk was assistant supervisor in 1901-3 and city 
attorney, 1903-5. H e  has never held any other office, but is prominent in re- 
publican politics, and became widely known as a candidate for state senator in 
IPS. H e  is now associated in the practice of law with George A. Shurtleff, 
the firm name being Kirk & Shurtleff. 

Mr. Kirk was united in marriage with Miss Pearl 3Iattheil-s, daughter of 
Newton Matthews, November 12, 1895. They have a daughter, Evangeline, 
born November 12, 1897. Their home, "Valley View" on the Grand \'iew 
Drive, overlooks the lllinois river valley at Peoria Heights. Mr. Kirk is a 
member of the Second Presbyterian church of Peoria; the Country Club, the 
Creve Coeur Club and all the masonic orders leading up to and including the 
Knights Templar and the Mystic Shrine. 

J O H S  HILLIS DE \\TEIS. 

I t  rarely falls to the lot of a man, even in these days of hustle and initiative, 
to start in a city the size of Peoria a business of an entirely new character. Xen 
in this city have rung changes upon old established businesses, have torn down, 
built up, and improved, have branched out in new departments and large ad- 
ditions, but it was the part of. the young man who is the subject of this sketch. 
John Hillis De Wein, to bring something new into the business world of this 
city. Mr. De Wein's business is the selling of rebuilt typewriters. H e  makes 
a specialty of this. He has no new typewriters in his shop. The rewards which 
are the natural result of orginality and initiative, and which invariably come to 
the pioneer in any line of activity in the development of a city, have been Mr. 
De 'Wein's in the short period of his business career. He is a man of marked 
capacity and decided character and of the most undoubted integrity. In busi- 
ness transactions he exhibits the quick appreciation and prompt decision which 
are as necessary to the successful merchant as to the successful general, but 
tempered with a courtesy which wins the esteem of all who come in contact with 
him. 

John Hillis De Wein was born in Peoria in 1886, the son of John X. and 
Catherine De Wein of this city. His father was at one time a prominent grocer 
in this city, with a large store on Liberty street, but retired a number of years 
before his death, which occurred in 1889. 

John Hillis De l i e i n  was educated in the grammar schools of Peoria. but 
left at the age of thirteen years, after his graduation from the Franklin school, 
and entered the employ of the Underwood Typewriter Company, holding import- 
ant positions in the mechanical and sales departments until 1910. During all these 
years, Mr. De Wein gave his best efforts to the company by whom he was em- 
ployed, and all the affairs for which he was responsible were conducted in a 
manner reflecting upon him the greatest credit. H e  learned the business from 
the bottom up. Few men in the business today understand more about the 
mechanism and sale of typewriters than he does. H e  combines with business 
ability and sagacity of the highest order, those personal qualities which attach 
men to him, and gain for him the confidence and esteem of the business world. 
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In 1910, Mr. De Wein left the employ of the Underwood company, and 
started in business for himself, selling rebuilt typewriters. He has a large 
and pleasant office on the twelfth floor of the Jefferson building, where he con- 
ducts an extensive and constantly growing business. He has recently opened 
a repair department and a department of typewriter supplies, but his main at- 
tention is still given to the rebuilt typewriters. H e  gets his machines from the 
Typewriter rebuilders in Chicago who make a specialty of rebuilding, and al- 
though his business is young, it is flourishing from year to year. The first year 
his sales amounted to over two hundred rebuilt typewriters, and this record has 
been broken each year during which he has conducted the office. 

Mr. De Wein keeps himself entirely independent politically, voting always 
for the man whom he considers the best for the position. H e  is active in the 
Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of America, and is very much in- 
terested in the affairs of the Peoria Association of Commerce. 

Mr. De Wein is one of those active, rising young business men to whom 
Peoria looks for her future greatness. He is an indefatigable worker, a man of 
marked capacity, quick and decisive in his methods, keenly alive to any business 
proposition and its possibilities. H e  gives his time and his best energies to the 
business which he has established, believing in the doctrine of hard work, as  
the foundation of success. The record of such a life is well worth preserving, 
and in it his fellow citizens afid friends may find much for emulation. 

CHARLES W. FEY. 

Peoria has every reason to be proud of its comrnacial enterprises, and con- 
spicuous among these i s  the extensive jewelry establishment in which Charles 
W. Fey is a partner. The house now sustains an enviable reputation by reason 
of the fine line of goods carried, showing everything that is most attractive in 
workmanship and design of both foreign and domestic manufacture. The busi- 
ness is one of the .old established houses of the city, and throughout has main- 
tained the highest standards in trade. I t  was founded by David Fey, the father 
of Cl~arles W. Fey, who was born in Bavaria, Germany, August 2, 1833. The 
first thirteen years of his life were spent in his native land, during which period 
his parents died and he came with his brother to America, they making their 
way to Cincinnati. In that city he learned the watchmaker's and jeweler's 
trade, and when about nineteen years of age he went to Glasgow, Kentucky, 
where he engaged in the jewelry business for one year. At the expiration of 
that period he removed to Peoria. H e  was married here in 1856 and then re- 
turned to Glasgow, Kentucky, where he disposed of his business. Again he 
came to Peoria and opened a jewelry store on Main street. H e  continued alone 
until he admitted his two sons, George S. and Charles W., to a partnership in 
1882, at which time he retired from the active management of the store. Within 
that period he had built up a gratifying trade and had made for the house a 
most enviable reputation, owing to his straightforward dealings and his strict 
conformity to a high standard of commercial ethics. His name figures prom- 
inently upon the pages of Peoria's business history during the middle portion 
of the nineteenth century. H e  is still survived by his widow, who bore the 
maiden name of Barbara Schafer and is now living in this city. They were 
the parents of six children, of whom three survive: Mrs. C. J. Off, George S. 
and Charles W. The last named has now retired from business. 

Charles W. Fey was born in Peoria, January 21, 1860, and upon attaining 
school age began his studies. H e  was still quite young when he entered his 
father's store, and learning the trade became a practical watchmaker and en- 
graver. As previously stated, his father retired in 1882, turning over the busi- 
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ness to his two sons, George S. and Charles \V. Their original location was at 
319 Main street where the store had been located for about ten years. 111 
1885, however, they removed to South Adams street where they continued for 
twenty-four years, or until May, 1909, when they came to their present loca- 
tion. The elder brother, George S., has retired leaving Charles W. Fey as 
sole proprietor. H e  now confines his attention exclusively to the diamond and 
watch business, and his establishment is represented on the road by two traveling 
salesmen. For two years he has been located in the Masonic Temple and con- 
trols a business of large and gratifying proportions. He is acknowledged an 
expert judge of precious stones, particularly diamonds, and his trade therein is 
now a very extensive one. Moreover, he is interested in other business aflairs, 
and at  one time was associated with his brother under the firm name of Fey 
Rrothers in the conduct of the Fey Hotel which was erected by their father ill 
1893. I t  was then the leading hostelry of the city, and in 1894 was opened 
bv the brothers who conducted it for a year and then sold out. - 

Charles W. Fey was united in marriage to Miss Gertrude Swain of Still- 
water, Minnesota, and they have two children, Emma and Charles David. Their 
friends in the city are many, and their hospitality is greatly enjoyed by those 
with whom they have social relations. A lifelong resident of this city Charles 
W. Fey is widely known here. In the specific line of his trade his knowledge is 
particularly sound and his insight keen, while his capable management and un- 
daunted enterprise have been forceful and salient features in the attainment 
of the success which places him with the leading merchants of the city. 

M. H. DOTY. 

M. H. Doty, who, since October, 1903, has been connected with the business 
of undertaking and embalming at Hanna City, was born in Grundy Center, 
Grundy county, Iowa, March 15,  1876. His parents were John S. and Dora A. 
(Mayer) Doty, both of whom were born in Michigan and resided at Constantine. 
in that state, where the father for twenty years had a harness shop. They 
lived for a time in Iowa, but in 1879 returned to Constantine where the father 
died in April, 1890. 

M. H .  Doty remained under the parental roof until fourteen years of age 
when he began work on a farm on which he was employed for four years. In 
1894 he came to Illinois, locating at  Ottawa, where for two years he worked 
for the firm of H. L. Hossack & Son in the farming implement business. In 
1896 he entered the employ of the Western Cottage Piano & Organ Company, 
remaining with them until 1900, when he became assistant superintendent of the 
Peoria County Poor Farm. In 1901 he went to Wieser, Idaho, where he was 
engaged for one year in the undertaking and furniture business in partnership 
with William McBratney. The following year he returned to Peoria and en- 
tered into partnership with J. B. Wilton in the undertaking business. In 1904 
these partners established a branch office at Hanna City and Mr. Doty took 
charge of and managed the same for  two years. In 1go5 purchasing the interest 
of Mr. Wilton, he engaged alone in the undertaking business, which he is now 
conducting. He  is a licensed embalmer. 

On the 4th of November, 1903, Mr. Doty was united in marriage to Miss 
Cora Leslie, who is a daughter of Samuel A. and Alice (Patton) Leslie of  Logan 
township, and they have become the parents of two children: Nathan L., barn 
September 4, 1905 ; and Alden L., born June 10, 1907, and now deceased. 

In politics Mr. Doty is a republican, and he is a faithful member of the 
Presbyterian church. Fraternally he is identified with the Columbus Lodze, 
No. 21 of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Peoria, with the Lancaoter 
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Lodge No. 106, A. F. & A. M., and with the Modern Woodmen of America. 
He is very efficient and conscientious in his work as an undertaker and  embalm^:^, 
and has the patronage of the residents not only of Hanna City but in a radlus 
of miles around, and his fidelity and honorable and manly principles have won 
for him the good-will and friendship of all with whom he has been brougl~t in 
contact. 

DAVID FEY. 

In 1844 a small German family consisting of father and a ten year oltl son, 
ieft Eavaria to try their fortunes in America. Sixty-seven years afterward, 
the little boy, David Fey, died in Peoria, a wealthy and honored man. In the 
long life which he livetl in America, each step he took was a step forward. The 
little boy grew into an industrious and intelligent young man, and the young Inan 
livetl successful year after year, until the respect of h ~ s  fellows and great pros- 
perity crowned his old age. 

Mr. Fey was for many years one of the illost prominent jewelers of Peoria, 
and he brought into his business life the unflagging industry, the thorough mastery 
of his business, and the hard power of application which marked his character. 
Hard work was the keynote of his life. He had very little money of his own 
when he began his business life in America. What he died possessed of, was the 
result of the strength of his industry and the power of his mind. Peoria may 
well be proud of being the home of a citizen of such sturdy qualities as David 
Fey possessed, and may well mourn the loss of such a man when he dies. Mr. Fey 
was one of the city's pioneer business men. H e  worked hard until he was able 
to buy his own shop, and after he bought it he attended to it assiduously until 
it was one of the leading jewelry stores of the city. 

David Fey was born in Bavaria, Germany, in 1834. At the age of ten years, 
he came to America with his father, and settled in Cincinnati. After what edt:- 
cation the schools of that city then afforded, Mr. Fey applied himself to learn- 
ing the jewelry business. H e  learned it thoroughly. H e  mastered every detail 
of his craft with characteristic exhaustiveness. When in 1856 he came to 
Peoria, he put his training to practical use by going into the jewelry business, 
in a little shop at the foot of Main street. This little shop was the source of a 
large fortune. The foundation was solid, composed as it was of a man's se!i- 
reliance, honesty and business integrity. The business prospered, and in the 
course of time, Mr. Fey was able to erect a newer and larger store at 319 Mait1 
street. Here he remained until twenty-five years of age, when, without giving 
up his jewelry business, Mr. Fey embarked in a new venture. H e  built the 
Hotel Fey, at the corner of Adams and Liberty streets. This hotel was, a t  the 
time it was built, one of the finest hotels in the city. and it has prospered exceed- 
ingly from that day to this. hlr. Fey removed his jewelry business to one of 
the stores in the hotel, and continued in personal charge of it until five years 
later when he sold out to his two sons, George and Charles Fey, who conducted 
the business for twenty years, when George retired in 1909. After his retire- 
ment from business, Mr. David Fey, our subject, spent his time in managing 
his local real-estate interests which were extensive. Mr. Fey had always great 
faith in the future of his city, and seldom went outside for investments. H e  
had a keen sense for real-estate values, and up to the time of his death when he 
was over seventy-seven years, his business sagacity never deserted him. Mr. 
Fey died on July 2, 191 I ,  deeply mourned by his many friends. He had five cl$- 
dren, one daughter, Mrs. C. J. Off, and two sons, George and Charles Fey, all 
of Peoria, who are living; and two daughters who have passed away. 

David Fey was a plain and practical business man. IIe  was a man of quiet 
and domestic tastes, and rejoiced to have his family about him. H e  had at the 



time of his death eight grandchildren, in ivhom he took great pride and delight. 
He was vigorous and keen-sighted in business, gifted with the true instinct of 
the modern business man and his financial success was remarkable. He was a 
member of the Schiller lodge of the Xlasonic order, the only fraternal affilia- 
tion which he had. His life \17as a peaceful and a prosperous one-a life filled 
with promises which were realized by that snlall German boy who came to 
America with his father, attained success unaided and died full of years and 
honors after a worthy life. 

H E S R Y  COX. 

Henry Cox, who no\\- lives retired in Elm\\-ood was born in the northern 
part of Alississippi in 1859. He was the son of Lewis and Jitann Cox. both of 
whom were natives of ~Iississippi and spent all their lives there. In their family 
were four children. Henry Cox \\-as born a slave and ran anlay just before 
the einai1cipation proclan~ation, coming to Illinois, where he located in Elm- 
~vood township. On reaching here he had five dollars in his possession and he 
immediately hired out by the month to a farrner and was thus employed for 
thirteen years. H e  then purcl~ased a farm of seventy acres in this toivnship. 
improved and cultivated the same, and now owns in all one hundred and sixty 
acres. He has always carried on general farming and stock-raising. 111 1903 
he removed to Elmwood, where he purchased a home on the south side of town 
and has since lived retired. 

On the 6th of Rlarch, 1878, Mr. Cox married Miss Clara Reed, who was 
born September 2. 1847, at Rushville, Schuyler county, Illinois, the daughter 
of Reuben and Dolly Reed, who were old settlers in that section of the state. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Cox have been born three children, all of whonl died in 
infancy. 

In his political relations h4r. Cox is a republican, and both he and his wife 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Cox has been successful 
in his business and has gained the respect of his neighbors and the business men 
of the coinn~unity. Both he and Mrs. Cox have many friends here. 

JOHN SCHNEILIER, JR. 

Trade relations in Peoria find a worthy representative in John Schneider, 
Jr., who, fortunate in entering upon a business already established. has carried 
it forward upon strictly business principles. I-Ie is nonT a partner in the firm 
of Schneider & Sietzger, dealers in barber's supplies and 11arl:er's furniture, while 
at the same time they conduct a machine and general repair shop at 410 Fulton 
street. Mr. Schneider comes of S~viss ancestry. His father, John Schneider, 
Sr., was born in Eerne, Switzerland, and there spent his youthful days. He 
learned the cutlery trade in his native land, and as a young man came to America. 
H e  has been a resident of Peoria for forty-two pears, and no citizen is more 
familiar with the history of the growth and developnlent here than is John 
Scllneider, Sr. JIoreover, he figured for many years as a leading factor in 
the business circles. H e  began dealing in barbers' supplies and barbers' fur- 
niture about 1879 and long continued successfully in that trade but then turned 
the business over to younger men and retired to private life. enjoying a well 
earned rest. He n7as married here to Miss Susana Stoller, and both are still 
residents of Peoria. ' Mr. Schneider receives the veneration am1 respect \vhich. 
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should ever be accorded one who has reached advanced years and whose life 
has been well and worthily spent. 

His son and namesake, John Schneider, Jr., acquired his education in the 
public schools of Peoria, and in 1900 entered the employ of his father with 
whom he remained until 1908, when, on the retirement of his father, he suc- 
ceeded to an interest in the business in connection with Emil Metzger, his present 
partner and associate. Mr. Metzger is a practical mechanic and was connected 
with the house first as an employe, but in 1890 was admitted to a partnership in 
the business. H e  is also at the head of the Reliance Motor Company located 
at 106 South Madison street, Peoria. The firm of Schneider & Metzger em- 
ploy about ten men and have a plant fully equipped for the conduct of a general 
machine and repair business. They also handle the most complete line of  bar- 
bers' supplies and barbers' furniture in this state outside of Chicago. They 
are still located at 410 Fulton street where Mr. Schneider's father so long car- 
ried on the business. They occupy the entire three floors and basement of the 
building and their trade covers a large territory, reaching out along constantly 
ramifying lines until the firm name of Schneider & Metzger is now widely 
known throughout the middle west. 

E. J. CASE. 

E. J. Case is a member of the wholesale drug firm known as the Sutliff & 
Case Con~pany, manufacturing chemists and pharmacists and wholesale dealers in 
physicians', hospital and dental supplies. In addition to the wholesale department 
a retail business is carried on, their location being at Nos. 312 and 314 South 
Adams street. The company occupies the entire-four stories of a double brick 
building there and the business is one of the most progressive commercial enter- 
prises in the city. Active in its management and control, E. J. Case has become 
well known in business circles. In addition to the drug business he is also the 
vice president of the Peoria Life Insurance Company and is also a member of the 
firm of Case & Kroenlein, manufacturers of and wholesale dealers in saddlery at 
Peoria. It is characteristic of him that what he undertakes he accomplishes and 
his constantly broadening interests indicate the scope of his ability and enterprise. 

bIr. Case was born upon a farm in tMedina township, Peoria county, Illinois, 
August 20, 18.48, his parents being Irvin W. and Salina Case, who came to this 
state from Oswego, New York, in 1839, and settled upon a farm in Medina town- 
ship, Peoria county. I t  was there that E. J. Case spent his early days amid the 
scenes and environments of farm life, dividing his time between the duties of 
the schoolroom, the pleasures of the playground and the work of the fields. He 
became familiar with the best methods of cultivating and caring for the crops 
and was thus associated with farming interests until twenty-seven years of age, 
when, in 1875, he removed to Alta, Illinois. There he turned his attention to gen- 
eral merchandising and continued therein until 1887, when he disposed of his 
interests and sought the opportunities offered in the large city, coming at once to 
Peoria, where he joined forces with Warren Sutliff in establishing what is now 
well known as the Sutliff & Case Company. This house has maintained a high 
standard of service and has won a well merited reputation for the excellence of 
the products handled. They not only do a wholesale and retail business in drugs 
but also in physicians' and dentists' supplies and are manufacturing chemists and 
pharmacists. They also handle photographic stock on quite an extensive scale, 
this proving quite an important branch of their business. Their trade now covers 
a wide territory and is constantly on the increase. I t  is now one of the important 
features in the commercial life here and the business methods of the house are 

-such as have won for it a merited reputation for reliability and enterprise. 
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l l r .  Case has been married twice. He  first wedded Georgia Edgett, who died, 
leaving three children : Maurice E., secretary and treasurer of the Crescent Coal 
Company, in whicl~ his father is largely interested; IVillard G., ~vho  is associated 
with the Sutliff & Case Company; and Florence. In 1887 Mr. Case chose for his 
second wife Miss Settie Waugh. He is a thirty-second degree 1Iasoi1, advancing 
steadily through the different branches of the order until he is now a member of 
the lodge, chapter, commandery, consistory and the Mystic Shrine. He also 
belongs to the Creve Coeur Club, the Peoria Country Club and the Illinois J'alley 
Yacht Club. Even his extensive business and his important social interests do not 
fully occupy his time. At least he makes opportunity to take part in the public 
life of the community, especially in support of those projects and movements 
which have for their object the general good. His ideas are practical, his efforts 
resultant and his cooperation can always be counted upon to further any measure 
that he believes will prove beneficial to the community at large. 

JAMES GOURXN. 

Jaines Gouran is commercial agent for the Wabash Railroad, with offices in 
the Woolner building, and has long been identified with railway interests in 
this section. H e  comes of a family that for more than a half century has 
been represented in Peoria. His father was Thomas Gouran, who was born in 
the county of West Meath, Ireland, in 1805, and was a son of John and Rosie 
(Haley) Gouran, natives of West hleath and Kildare respectively. Thomas 
Gouran was reared on his father's farm and after starting out in life on his own 
account engaged in farming for  himself. He  was married in 1840 to Miss Mar- 
garet Gavigan, also a native of  West Meath, and unto them were born seven 
children, John, James, Rosie, Jane, Mary, Bridget and Margaret. I n  the year 
1558 the entire family came to the new world and cast in their lot with Peoria's 
citizens. The name has since been an honored one here because of the activity 
and the prominence of the different members of the household. For  many 
years Thoillas Gouran was active in railroad circles but at length sustained an 
injury and retired. 

James Gouran spent his boyhood and youth largely in Peoria and a t  the out- 
set of his business career became connected with railway interests. Industry, 
fidelity and ready adaptability have won him promotion, bringing him added 
responsibilities until he now occupies the important position of commercial agent 
for the Wabash Railroad Company, with offices in the Woolner building. I n  
this connection he is widely known but not more so than through his activity 
in church and benevolent work. H e  contributes generously where aid is needed 
and has put forth earnest effort to alleviate the hard conditions of life for the 
unfortunate. 

HARLAN E. GIBBS. 

Harlan E. Gibbs, who is engaged in general farming, is a native resident 
of Elmwood township. H e  was born November 27, 1880, the son of Ichabod 
0. and Mary (Truitt) Gibbs. The paternal grandparents, Justus and Betty 
Gibbs, were both natives of New York and were among the early settlers of this 
township and here they both passed away. They entered government land here 
and later owned a large tract of valuable land in this county. The maternal 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Elijah Truitt, were both natives of Ohio and were 
also early settlers in Peoria county. The mother, Mary (Truitt) Gibbs, was a 
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native of Ohio but the father, Ichabod 0. Gibbs, was born in this township in 
1838. The parents were both reared in this county and were married here. 
'The father was a well known farmer in this community and now lives a mile 
south of the home of the subject of this sketch, residing with one of his sons. He 
deserves especial nlention as an honored veteran of the Civil war, having served 
in Company I,  of the Seventy-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry. His wife 
passed away in 1885. In their family were seven children, four sons and three 
daughters, all of whom are now living. 

Harlan E. Gibbs was educated in the public schools of this township and also 
completed a course in the Elmwood high school. Starting out in life for him- 
self, he engaged in farming and in 1908 purchased a tract of eighty acres in 
Elinwood township, where he now resides. He has made many improvements 
on this tract of land, erecting a new barn and generally bettering his farm. 
H e  engages in stock-raising, inaking a specialty of Eerkshire hogs and Holstein 
cattle. H e  also raises potatoes quite extensively and last year produced olrer 
thirty-sis ltutldred bushels on fifteen acres of ground. 

On ,41)ril 29, 1904, hIr. Gibbs was united in marriage with Miss Gertrude 
ill. Wilson, who was born in Peoria county and is an adopted daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. James E. Wilson. To  Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs have been born three chil- 
dren, James Wilson. Harlan I. and Ruth E. In his political views Mr. Gibbs 
is a republican, and fraternally he belongs to Horeb Lodge, No. 363, A. F. & 
A. M., at Elmwood. Mr. Gibbs is a man of admirable characteristics and all 
his business relations have been conducted along the most honorable principles. 
He is exceptionally successful in his farming interests and is a prosperous 
resident of the section where he has always made his home. 

JOHN C. PADDOCK. 

John C. Paddock, whose business training has well qualified him for the 
solution of intricate and complex problems that arise in connection with his 
duties as cashier of the Merchants National Bank, has for almost a quarter of 
a century figured in connection with the financial interests of Peoria. His iden- 
tification with the bank which he now represents covers the period from 1897 
and previously he was for ten years associated with the Central National Eanli. 
He was born in Canandaigua, New York, March 6, 1870, and is a son of 
Charles H .  Paddock, who was a well known attorney of that city. The grand- 
father, John 'lV. Paddock, was located in Peoria in the railway business and with 
him John C. Paddock came to Peoria in 1877. Here he was reared and attended 
the local schools until graduated from the high school ~vi th  the class of 1887. 
The field of banking proved an attractive one to him and he iininediately sought 
and obtained employment in the Central Kational Eank, occupying a clerical 
position. During the ten years of his co~lnection with that institution he was 
advanced from time to time through intermediate positions until he resigned 
as teller to enter the Merchants Kational Bank as general bookkeeper. Sub- 
sequently he was appointed assistant cashier, which position he filled from 1903 
until 1908, when .he was made cashier. The steps in his orderly progression 
are thus easily discernible and each advancement has come to hill1 in recognition 
of his capability in the discharge of the duties devolving upon him. He early 
recognized the fact that fidelity and indefatigable industry are indispensable 
concomitants of success. Ey proving the worth of his work to the institutions 
which he has represented he has gained his promotions and now occupies a most 
creditable and responsible position in financial circles. 

Mr. Paddock is pleasantly situated in his home life, having married Miss 
Maude Littlcwood, a daughter of George H. Little~vood, of this city. The 
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circle of their friends is an extensive one and in club circles, too, Mr. Paddock 
is well known, holding inembersl~ip with the Creve Coeur and the Peoria Country 
Clubs. His life is actuated by high and honorable principles that have their 
root in his membership in St. Paul's Episcopal church, in which he has served 
as vestryman and treasurer for ten years. In the various lines of church work 
he is deeply interested and his broacl humanitarian spirit is further manifest in 
his cooperation with the Associated Charities, %of which he is treasurer. H e  
looks at life froill a broad standpoint, recognizes its obligations and its oppor- 
tunities and in the enjoyment of the latter never neglects the former. 

GEORGE H. GIPPS. 

Peoria has long since attained a position of leadership in connection with 
brewing and distilling interests and its output along those lines exceeds those 
of any other city of equal size in the country, and at the head of its enterprises 
of this character are men of marked business ability, keen discerninent and un- 
faltering energy-men who recognize the possibilities of trade and utilize each 
opportunity for its ftlll worth. Of this class George H. Gipps is a representa- 
tive and his position in the business circles of the city is that of general agent 
for the Terre Haute Brewing Company. H e  has been identified \v1t11 the brew- 
ing trade since he completed his education. H e  nras born near ?\lorton, Taze- 
well county, Illinois, August 31, 1863, upon the home farm belonging to his 
father, John Mathuen Gipps, who came from England to the new world in 
1845 and, making his way to the interior of the country, settled upon a tract 
of land near hlorton. There for a number of years he successfully engaged 
in farming and when his industry and careful expenditure had brought him 
sufficient capital he embarked in the brewing business in Peoria, engaging in 
that line of trade about 1864. H e  was associated with a Mr. Howe in the 
establishment and conduct of a little ale brewery, which was afterward re- 
moved to the foot of Eridge street, where the large plant of the Gipps Brew- 
ing Company now stands. Gradually he developed a business of extensive 
proportions. As his trade increased he enlarged his facilities and in time drew 
his patronage froin a very wide territory. H e  n7as president of the Gipps 
Brewing Company at the time of his death, which occurred November 27, 1881, 
at the age of sixty-three years. His wife, Ellen Dawson, was also a native of 
England and they were married in New York city in 1852. They had two chil- 
dren, the elder being Mrs. Bessie Smith, the wife of C. B. Smith, of Peoria. 
The mother passed away in this city in 1SgS. 

George H. Gipps was but sis years of age 1v11en the family left the farm 
and took up their abode in Peoria, so that his education was acquired in the 
schools of this city, which he attended until he left the high school to become an 
active factor in business life. The opportunity was offered him of entering 
the establishment of the Gipps Erewing Company and he did so, thoroughly 
acquainting himself with every branch of the trade. H e  remained there until 
1885, when he became associated with the Union Ere~ving Company, of which 
he was secretary for fifteen years. H e  then ~vithdrew from that connection to 
accept the agency and position of manager with the Terre Haute Brewing Corn- 
pany in 1900. H e  has since been connected with this corporation and is today 
its general agent, having supervision of the extension of its trade relations. 
The position is one of large responsibility and involves most important con- 
siderations and duties, for which hlr. Gipps' long experience has well prepared 
him. 

In 1888 was celebrated the marriage of'RIr. Gipps and Jliss Jennie V. Tripp, 
a daughter of R. H .  Tripp. They now have two children, Charles 11. and Della 
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T. In Masonry Mr. Gipps has advanced to a high position. He has served as 
high priest of Peoria Chapter, R. A. Ril., for three years, is a Knight Templar 
Mason and is a member of the Mystic Shrine. He also belongs to the Bene- 
volent Protective Order of Elks and has various other social relations, being 
a member of the South Side Turners, the Concordia Singing Society and the 
Creve Coeur Club. His social qualities have rendered him popular, while his 
business ability has gained him prominence. 

ALEERT II. ADDISOK'. 

Twenty-three years' connection with the Central Kational Eank well estab- 
lishes the position of Albert H. Addison as a thoroughly reliable and progres- 
sive business man. Gradually he has worked his way upward through inter- 
mediate positions until called to the cashiership on the 1st of January, 1910. 
His residence in Peoria dates from July, 1881. He was then a youth of four- 
teen years, his birth having occurred in Richland county, Illinois, in 1867. His 
parents died in his infancy and he was adopted by the Addison family, taking 
their name. His youthful days were passed in Livingston and in Lee counties 
of this state, in both of which he attended the public schools. His foster father 
also died when he was yet a boy so that he was thus practically twice orphaned 
when less than fourteen years of age. He was then thrown upon his own re- 
sources and, seeking the business opportunities offered in the city, came to 
Peoria where he was first employed in the grain office of Alexander G. Tyng, 
Sr., who was then located in the Board of Trade building. His salary was but 
three dollars per week and he paid out the entire amount for his board. What 
little money he had for clothing he obtained by gathering up grain in sacks and 
selling it to teamsters. His advantages and opportunities seemed extremely 
limited but the way of advancement is open to every ambitious, industrious and 
persistent individual. He resolved that he would progress and he studied day 
and night as he found the chance until he had mastered bookkeeping while oc- 
cupying a humble clerical position. H e  afterward secured a position as clerk 
in a railroad office in which he remained for a year, and during that period he 
learned telegraphy. He then returned to the board of trade and for two years 
acted in the capacity of detail clerk with the firm of Taylor Brothers & Miles. 
On resigning that position he next entered the employ of the Central National 
Bank with which he has been continuously connected since 1889. His first posi- 
tion was that of bookkeeper and later he was advanced to teller. H e  next bc 
came assistant cashier and so continued until the ~s ' t  of January, 1910, when he 
was made cashier of this institution which is one of the strong moneyed con- 
cerns of the city. Thus gradually he has worked his way upward. Each step 
has meant a promotion and has been indicative of his increasing ability and 
worth. He  has indeed rendered his labors a serviceable and valuable element 
in the business world and his promotion has been the merited recognition of his 
fidelity. 

In 1892 Mr. Addison was united in marriage to h!tiss Norma Wesner, of 
Maquoketa, Iowa, and they have one daughter, Enid Marie. Mr. Addison is 
a Mason, belonging to Temple Lodge, F. & A. AT., and he also belongs to the 
Modern Woodmen camp, organizations which have his loyalty because of the 
beneficent principles upon which they are founded. Moreover, he is an active 
and helpful worker and a member of the Cavalry Presbyterian church, doing 
everything in his power to further its interests along various lines. He is now 
serving as superintendent of the Sunday school and his labors have been effect- 
ive forces in extending the influence and promoting the growth of the church 
and its kindred activities. His life now shows the value of choosing "the 
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better part." Denied in youth the home advantages and training which most 
boys receive, the inherent strength of his character has guided his life, prompt- 
ing him to utilize those things which are most worth while in making life honor- 
able and serviceable. H e  has never deviated from what his judgment sanctions 
as right between himself and his fellownlen and, holding to high ideals, he has 
commanded the respect and enjoyed the confidence and good-will of his col- 
leagues and contemporaries. 

AI. H. DXRNELL. 

11. H. Darnell, who ~vith his wife owns an excellent farm of two hundred 
and ten acres situated in Elmwood to\vnship, was born in Knox county, Illinois, 
April 11, 1856. His parents were James C. and -\Iary (Tabor) Darnell, both of 
whom were natives of Ohio and came with their parents to this state, where 
they were married. The father was a prosperous and prominent cattle dealer 
in Peoria county. H e  died in September, 1910, at the age of eighty-seven years, 
and his wife passed away in 1908. In their family were s is  children, five of 
whom are now living. 

A l .  H. Darnell was educated in the common schools of Peoria county and 
early became associated with the stock-raising business, a t  which he was em- 
ployed until 1898. In that year he became a traveling salesman for the Carter 
White Lead Company of Chicago and Omaha, and remained with them for 
twelve years, during which time he traveled in various parts of the United States. 
He has resided on the farm since 1910. Mr. and Mrs. Darnel1 have an excellent 
property and Mr. Darnel1 engages in general farming and in stock-raising. 

On August 29, 1877, Mr. Darnell was united in marriage with Miss Lenora 
A. Wiley, who was born in Peoria county, a daughter of klorrison A. and Mary 
Wiley, who were early settlers in this county, having come here from Pennsyl- 
vania. To Mr. and Mrs. Darnell have been born two children: a daughter who 
died in infancy; and a son, James hlorrison, who is now a Universalist minister 
at Owatonna. Minnesota. 

In his political views Mr. Darnell is a republican, and fraternally he belongs 
to Illinois Chapter, No. 263, A. F. & A: M., and to Peoria Consistory, S. P. R. S. 
Also he is a member of Mohammed Temple, A. A. 0. N. ill. S. Mr. Darnel1 
has been prosperous in all his business relations, both as a traveling salesman 
and as an agriculturist. H e  has worked persistently and energetically as the 
years have gone by and his fidelity and strong purpose have been the founda- 
tion upon which he has builded the superstructure of his success. 

ELISHA I;. HAZEN 

Elisha E. Hazen is the secretary and treasurer of the Brass Foundry Com- 
pany. H e  became connected with this business in 1895, at which time he pur- 
chased an interest, and has since been an active factor in its capable manage- 
ment and successful control. He came to Peoria in 1890. when a young man of 
twenty years, his birth having occurred upon a farm in Champaign county, Illi- 
nois, in 1870. At the usual age he began his education in the schools there and 
eventually reached the high school of Champaign, from which he nras graduated 
with the class of 1889. H e  then looked about him for a favorable business 
opening and in the fall of 1890 came to Peoria, where he secured a clerical posi- 
tion in the offices of the Rock Island Railroad Company. There he remained 
for five years, although gradually working his way upward fro111 one position 
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to another. At length, however, he determined that his labors should more di- 
rectly benefit himself and to this end he purchased an interest in the present 
business and assumed charge as office manager. H e  also loolcs after new busi- 
ness and in this connection travels a part of the time. The president, J. G. 
Kasjens, is at the head of the manufacturing department and thus both branches 
of the Brass Foundry Company are capably controlled. Their works are at 
Nos. 711 to 717 South Adams street. They do all kinds of manganese bronze, 
nickel bronze, hydraulic and phosphor bronze work, aluminum castings, light 
and heavy machine work and brass finishing. They also manufacture soda 
fountain draft arms and coolers and take contracts for special work. The busi- 
ness is well housed, for  they own a substantial building which has a frontage of 
sixty feet and a depth of one hundred and fifty feet, while their lot is one hun- 
dred and seventy-nine feet deep. They emplojr from twenty to thirty skilled 
mechanics and molders and in 1911 their business amounted to about one 
hundred thousand dollars. The enterprise was established about 1890 and the 
business was incorporated in 1892, at which time the company occupied a small 
building at the corner of Persimmons and Adams streets. When they were 
burned out there they removed to the corner of Franklin and First streets, where 
they remained for eight years, and in ~goG came to their present location. Mr. 
Hazen is also interested to some extent in the real-estate business as a partner 
of Will S. Nash. 

In 1895 was celebrated the marriage of Elisha B. Hazen and Miss Agnes 
McGill, of Peoria, and unto them have been born three children, Bruce, Effie 
and George. i\/Ir. Hazen served as a member of the city council for one term. 
He belongs to the Creve Coeur Club, the Kickapoo Golf Club and also to the 
Modern Woodmen camp. He is a member of the Presbyterian church. The 
world instinctively pays its tribute to him who through enterprise, unrelaxing 
effort and clear-sighted judgment makes advancement without infringing on the 
rights and liberties of others. Such has been the record of Mr. Hazen, who 
started out in life with no capital save commendable ambition and determina- 
tion. Gradually he has advanced and his expanding powers have taken him 
from humble surroundings to the field of large enterprise and broadening op- 
portunities. 

BEN JAMIN OWEN. 

Benjamin Owen, filling the position of inspector of boilers for the city of 
Peoria, \vas appointed by Mayor Woodruff and indorsed by the city council. H e  
has occupied this position most creditably and acceptably since 1908, prior to 
which time he was for fifty years engaged in the boiler-ilzaker's trade. He was 
born in England, July 23, 1842, the son of George and Jane (Wight) Oiven. In  
the paternal line he comes of Welsh ancestry, his grandfather, George Owen, 
having been a native of Wales. IVhen Benjamin Owen was twelve years of age 
his parents left England for the new world, settling in Cumberland, Maryland, 
where the father worked in a blast furnace for a number of years. In 1865, how- 
ever, he removed with his family to Peoria and spent the remainder of his days 
in this city, his death here occurring in 1865. His wife survived until she reached 
the very advanced age of ninety-three years. 

Benjamin Owen was a young man of  about twenty-three years ~vllen he 
accompanied his parents to this city. H e  began to learn the boilermakers' trade 
in Cumberland, Maryland, in 1857, in the shops of the Baltin~ore Sr Ohio R. R. 
Com~~any  and was its employe until 1861, when, following the outbreak of the 
Civil war, he joined the arlny. IIis sympathies were with the Uilion cause and 
he resolved to strike a blow in defense of the stars and stripes. H e  therefore en- 
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listed as a private in the Second Maryland Volunteer Infantry, with which he 
served for three years and three months, retiring from the army as a corporal. 
He qTas mustered out at Cumberland in 1864 and returned home with a most 
creditable military record for on hotly contested battlefields he had given every 
evidence of his loyalty and valor. 

The following year RIr. Owen came to Peoria to work at his trade as boiler 
maker in the shops of  the Rock Island Railroad and has remained a continuous 
resident of this city to the present time save for a period of six years. Five years 
of that time was spent in Forrest, Illinois, as foreman of the shops of the iVabask 
Railroad Company a t  that place and for about a year he was located in Van \Vert, 
Ohio, as foreman of the railroad roundhouse there. He then returned to this city 
to enter the service of the Toledo, Peoria & l&Tarsaiv Railroad, ~vith which he 
remained for  an extended period, and at length became foreman of the Peoria & 
Pekin Union boiler shops. A year later he became journeyman boiler maker for 
the Rock Island Railroad, in which connection he continued until he was called 
to his present position in 1908, hfayor Woodruff recognizing his ability in ap- 
pointing him city boiler inspector for Peoria. His long and varied esperience 
in boiler shops and in connection with boiler making well qualified him for the 
dutles that devolved upon him in this connection. 

Mr. Owen was united in marriage with Miss Sarah E. Royster, of Peoria, 
and unto them have been born seven children. William B., the eldest son, is an 
engineer on the Illinois Central Railroad. The other members of the family are : 
Clara, Lufu, Harry, who has been an engineer for  the Illinois Central Railway 
for  three years ; Fannie ; John, who is a molder; and Julia. Mr. Owen gives his 
political support to the republican party, of which he has always been an advo- 
cate since age conferred upon him the right of franchise. He belongs to the 
Grand Army of the Republic and in all matters of citizenship is as true and loyal 
to the country as when he followed the old flag on southern battlefields. H e  is 
a self-made man and whatever success he has achieved in life is attributable to 
his own labors and enterprise, for he started out empty-handed and has worked 
his way upward through industry, perseverance and determination. 

OM,4R A. MORRIS. 

Ornar A. Morris is superintendent of the rectifying house of Clark Brothers 
eZ Company, which firm owns the largest whiskey distillery in the world, its 
location being at the foot of. Pecan street. He has been a resident of Peoria 
since 1901, coming to this city from St. Louis, Rfissouri, to accept his present 
position. H e  was born near another of the important cities of the Plfississippi 
valley, his birth having occurred in the vicinity of Indianapolis, Indiana, April 
27, 1856. His parents, Hugh Innis and Rebecca L. (Ferree) llorris, were both 
natives of Kentucky but in childhood went to Indiana where they were reared. 
The father became a farmer by occupation and following his marriage engaged 
in agricultural pursuits on his own account, so that Omar A. Morris was reared 
on the home farm in Indiana until he reached the age of fifteen years. H e  then 
accompanied his parents on their removal westward to a farm near Kansas City, 
Missouri. where both his father and mother spent their remaining days, passing 
away only a few years after their arrival in that section of the country. 

Omar A. Morris supplemented his public-school education, acquired in 
Indiana, by a course of study in a business college of Kansas City. H e  then 
became a clerk for the Fort Scott S: Memphis Railroad at that place and later 
entered the employ of the Kansas City Distilling Company in connection with 
the rectifying house in which he remained from 1881 until 1893. During that 
period of thirteen years he thoroughly mastered the business in principle and 
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detail and with his comprehensive knowledge of the work went to St. Louis, 
Missouri. to become superintendent of the rectifying house of the Mound City 
Distilling Company. H e  was associated therewith until 1901, when he left St. 
Louis to come to Peoria and accept his present position as superintendent of 
the rectifying house of the world's largest whiskey distillery, owned by Clark 
Brothers & Company. H e  has carefully systematized the work of the depart- 
ment, gives general supervision thereto and has introduced some of the most 
improved processes known in whiskey manufacture. Because of  the extent of  
the business his position is a most onerous and responsible one but he proves 
himself entirely adequate to the demands made upon his time and energies. 

Mr. Morris was married in 1885 to hfiss Martha Shepherd, of Kansas City, 
and they have one child, Alma, who is the wife of H .  N. Buckley, of Oak Park, 
Illinois. H e  is especially well known in Masonic circles. H e  joined the craft 
after coming to this city 2nd has attained high honors in the order, serving in 
1911 as eminent commander of the Peoria Commandery of the Knight Templars. 
H e  is also a member of the Mystic Shrine and is in hearty sympathy with the 
principles and teachings of the craft. His business associates find him enegetic, 
determined and resourceful and his Masonic brethren and his social acquaint- 
ances place him high in their regard because of the sterling traits of his man- 
hood and his citizenship. 

- 

WILLIAM H. TRIEBEL. 

I t  has been well said that the architectural beauty of Peoria commands the 
unqualified admiration of every visitor to our city, come they from the metro- 
politan centers of our own country or  be they wayfarers from the older coun- 
tries of Europe. The solid masses of brick and mortar that greet the eye upon 
every side of our commercial thoroughfares; the gigantic structures and monu- 
ments of granite and marble that raise their proud heads heavenward; the 
palatial mansions and stone fronts of the avenues ; the residences of our bankers, 
professional men and merchant princes, adorned and beautified with every sur- 
rounding that a cultivated taste and large wealth could suggest or  command, all 
combine to arrest the attention and excite the amazement of those who behold 
them. T o  the men from whose brains and artistic taste much of this beauty 
has emanated, much praise is due. In  this connection may be mentioned Wil- 
liam H. Triebel, whose reputation as a sculptor and monument builder and 
marble worker is as wide-spread as that of any man in the state. 

H e  was born in the city of Peoria, December 8, 1858, a son of Otto Triebel, 
deceased, the biographical record of  whose life appears on another page in these 
volumes. H e  attended the German school on Second street for six years and 
was also a student in the public schools of this city. When he put aside his 
text-books he entered his father's marble works and gained practical knowledge 
of the business in all departments. H e  became specially skilled in hand carv- 
ing. In 1887 he was admitted to partnership under the firm style of Triebel & 
Sons and so continued until 1911, when he disposed of his interest to his brother 
Henry and started upon an independent business career. His work sustains 
the high reputation for sculpture which the family has long borne. Their ef- 
forts far  transcend the work of mere monument builders and embrace the 
artistic qualities and the excellence of worl<manship shown in fine sculpture. 
The reputation and long experience of W. H.  Triebel have been the factors 
which have won him immediate recognition and substantial success since he 
started in business independently. His motto is, and ever has been "Progress." 
No visionary dream of impossibilities fill his mind, but practical in all his ideas, 
he builds up as he jourileys through life, benefitiilg his fellowmen. and seeking 
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to leave the world all the better for his having been in i t ;  and although a sound, 
vigorous and unimpaired constitution predicts for him a long life of usefulness, 
yet if he were summoned to the "summer land" tomorrow, years would flo~il 
into the mystic gulf of eternity ere the footprints he has left upon the sands of 
time would be forgotten o r  washed anray. 

Air. Triebel is a gentleman of culture and refinement, which coupled with his 
genial manners and the warmth of his attachments towards friends, have se- 
cured for him a high place in the affections and esteem of his circle of acquaint- 
ances. His heart is ever in sympathy with the sorrows of the unfortunate, and 
his hand ever ready to contribute to the alleviation of distress. But perhaps 
the richest and most beautiful traits of his character are his strong domestic 
sentiments and habits, which impel him to seek his highest happiness in the 
family circle, and render him its joy and light. 

On October 10, 1894, occurred the marriage of 3lr. Triebel and Miss Settie 
Gillig, of this city, and they now have t ~ v o  children, Clarence LV. and Louis 
G. In 191 I Mr. Triebel erected four handsome brick residences at Kos. 1412, 
1414, 1416 and 1418 North Perry street. They are supplied with all modern 
conveniences and fitted out in most tasteful and artistic manner. Mr. Triebel 
and his family occupy the home at  No. 1416 Perry street, and the others are 

, rented. The  houses were built on the old homestead site, where the father 
conducted a marble business for many years. Mr. Triebel also owns much other 
valuable property on North Perry street and his real-estate interests add con- 
siderably to his income. 

Fraternally, hIr. Triebel is a prominent Mason, holding membership in the 
Knight Templar commandery and the Mystic Shrine. H e  has traveled quite 
extensively, spending a year and a half in Italy, and his artistic tastes found 
great delight in the galleries and art  centers of that and other European coun- 
tries, especially in a study of the noted marbles of the old world. 

Though he has not attained great distinction in public life, Mr. Triebel has 
done much better than the majority of public men;  he has gained the confidence 
and respect of the whole comnlunity by honesty, fair-dealing, and a modest and 
upright deportment; and while enjoying a good income from the profits of his 
business, he has the satisfaction of knowing that he has impoverished none and 
injured none in his efforts to acquire wealth. 

LOUIS J. GAUSS. 

Louis J. Gauss, who from the 1st of December. 1906, to the present writing, 
in the summer of 1912, has filled the office of deputy county treasurer and is 
well known in political circles in Peoria, was born September I j, 1882. His 
parents. IVilliam P. and Louisa Gauss, have been residents of this city for about 
fifty-nine years and the father has been prominent in public affairs, serving as 
alderman f o r  two terms, as city treasurer for one tern1 and as county treasurer 
for one term. He  has also been active in business circles in connection with 
both retail and ~vholesale enterprises for more than three decades and his conl- 
mercial integrity and his devotion to the public good as an official are both 
unassailable. At the present writing he is living retired, his activity in mer- 
cantile lines having brought to him a capital sufficient to supply him with a11 of 
the comforts and many of the luxuries of life. At the time of the Civil war he 
manifested his loyalty to the Union cause by serving for three years and four 
months with the boys in blue, and he is now a member of Eryner Post, G. A. R., 
in which he has served as commander. 

In the public schools of Peoria Louis J. Gauss pursued his preliminary edu- 
cation and later entered Erov-n's Business College, from ~vhich he was gradu- 
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ated. H e  completed his course in the old Lincoln school in 1897 and his book- 
keeping course in the commercial college in 1900. Entering business circles, 
his first position was that of timekeeper for the Peoria & Pekln Terminal Rail- 
way in March, 1900. He continued with that corporation until September I ,  
1905, serving in various capacities such as car accountant, cashier, station agent, 
chief clerk to the superintendent and in other positions. H e  then became book- 
keeper for Libby, McNeill & Libby at Chicago, remaining with that house from 
May I, 1906, until the 1st of December following, when he received the appoint- 
ment of deputy county treasurer of Peoria county. In the intervening period 
of six years he has made a most creditable record in this connection and 1s one 
for whom the future undoubtedly holds in store still higher political honors. 
H e  has ever voted with the republican party, having firm belief in its principles 
as factors in good government. 

On the 27th of October, 1908, in Peoria, Mr. Gauss was married to Miss 
Jennie Cornelia Ockenga, a daughter of Engelke Ockenga, of Peoria.' They 
have one son, William P. Gauss, Jr. In  fraternal circles Mr. Gauss is well 
known, holding membership in Temple Lodge, No. 46, A. F. & A. M.; Peoria 
Chapter, No. 7, R. A. M.; Peoria Council, R. & S. M.; Peoria Consistory, S. 
P. R. S.; and Mohammed Temple, A. A. 0. N. R/I. S. H e  likewise belongs 
to West Bluff Lodge, No. 177, K. P., and to Thrush Camp of the Sons of Vet- 
erans. H e  also belongs to the Marquette Club. H e  has been characterized as 
a "strong-minded, honorable young business man, who comes of sturdy Ger- 
man stock, is affable and winning in manner and as a citizen is wide-awake to 
the best interests of Peoria, the welfare of  which he is ever ready to advance." 

THOMAS W. GARDNER. 

Thomas W. Gardner, a lieutenant of the Peoria police force, was born in Ox- 
fordshire, England, in 1856, a son of Thomas Gardner, who devoted many years 
of his life to farming and passed away on May 7, 1901. The usual experiences of 
the farm boy came to Thomas W. Gardner in his boyhood and youth and during 
that period he qualified for life's practical and responsible duties by pursuing a 
thorough course of study in the public schools. H e  remained a resident of his 
native land until twenty-six years of age, \\?hen in 1882, he crossed the Atlantic 
and made his way to Peoria. For a short time he worked upon the farm in this , 

part of the state and then accepted a position in the freighting house of the Peoria 
& Pekin Union Railroad. H e  was nest in a position in the baggage department 
but a t  length severed his connectiotl ~vitlz railway interests and went to the rolling 
mills a t  Averyville, where he remained as foreman for two or three years. His 
nest  business connection was with the upper sugar house and for one year 11e had 
charge of the gluten house. H e  was nest made night fore~nail of the dry house, 
in which he continued for a year and a half, when he entered the public service, 
having been appointed patrolman on the city police force under Mayor Allen. EIe 
was on duty a t  night and later served on the force for a period under n'layor 
Warner. Mayor Lynch also continued him upon the force and during that admin- 
istration he was given duty as a day patrolman. H e  also served under Mayor 
Bryan, after which he retired but under Ilayor MToodruff again went upon the 
day force and was appointed to the rank of sergeant. Further promotion came to 
him in the spring of 1911, when he was made a police lieutenant. He has proven 
fearless in the discharge of his duties, prompt and faithful in all of his work and 
enjoys the confidence of the general public and the regard of his fellolrr officers on 
the force. H e  has always taken an active and helpful interest in city affairs and 
is an earnest worker in the ranks of the republican party. 

On the 31st of *March, 1887. Mr. Gardner \vas married in Peoria to Mrs. Mary 



THOMIIS ITT. GARDNER 





I-I1STORY OF PEORIA COCXTY 327 

Allaire, who bore the maiden name of h.Iary Doyle, and belongs to one of the old 
families of this city. They now have one child, Edna Florence, who is a teacher 
of music. Fraternally Mr. Gardner is connected with the Modern Iioodmen of 
America. He has a wide acquaintance here and his record in connection with 
the police force has been characterized by unfaltering loyalty to duty. 

AMAND MOLL. 

Whenever the city of  Peoria wishes to rejoice in a public manner over the 
successful completion of  some civic project, whenever an amusement park opens 
for  the season, or closes after a prosperous summer, whenever the local ball 
team wins a hotly contested game, whenever a yacht club wants music over a' 
moonlight river during a regatta, or measures to dance to on a summer night- 
then Spencer's band plays. Peoria children have grown up with a knowledge 
of it, and their parents can remember its organization. I t  takes its part in every 
demonstration of joy o r  sorrow, and when an old soldier dies, or  a prominent 
citizen goes to his last resting place, Spencer's band plays "taps" over the grave. 
In the course of its many years of existence in Peoria, the band has taken on the 
nature of a local institution, and the business of directing its movements and 
leading its performances, requires rare tact and peculiar ahllity in the man who 
assumes it. Amand Moll, at present leader and manager of this band, com- 
bines the qualities of a thorough musician with the ability and activity of a born 
executive, and he fills the duties of his difficult position with rare adequacy and 
skill. 

Amand Moll is a native of Germany, having been born in that country in 
1853. H e  was educated in the schools of the fatherland, and subsequently 
learned telegraphy. H e  was chief telegraph operator in Donaueschingen, Ger- 
many, during the Franco-Prussian war, 1870-1871, but immediately afterward 
he crossed the Atlantic to America, coming to Peoria in 1872, and in the follow- 
ing year he joined the band of which he is now leader. This band was organized 
in 1858 by Daniel Spencer and has maintained an unbroken existence In this 
city ever since that date. In 1862 the German Band of Peoria. composed of  
prominent old time citizens like Charles Pauli IVinkelmeyer, G. RI. Bohlender, 
Herman Friedrich and many others, gave up its separate corporate existence 
and was merged in Spencer's band, which was entirely reorganized. F. M. 
Reinhardt was the first leader, but resigned in 1871 and his position went to 
Christian Trantvetter who was director at the time Mr. bloll joined the band. 

In  1873. Amand A1011 left Peoria for a time, and went to JVilliamsport, Penn- 
sylvania. where he joined Sail1 Sharpley's Sheridan and Mack's Minstrels. 
Lemon H. Vl'iley, \\rho was a prominent figure in nlusical circles of Peoria at 
that time, was then leader of that famous organization. For some months. Rfr. 
If011 stayed with the minstrels, playing the clarinet in the orchestra, and alto in 
the brass band. Influenced by his uncle. Philip Auer, hon~ever, he left Sheridan 
and Mack's Minstrels in 1574 and accepted a position as bookkeeper in the 
Peoria Srocery firm of Auer & Company, and in the following year he bought 
a share In this business. His partners were his cousin. \Villiam Xuer, and Joseph 
Streibich. Amand ;\loll soon afterward sold his share in the grocery enter- 
prise, and went into the clothing business in 1876. The store was located on 
Washington street and did business under the firm name of Auer & 31011. Later, 
however. RIr. Moll bought out his uncle's share, and for t~vel~re years ran the 
business alone and was very successful in its conduct. In 1898 he took in 
partnership Theodore H. Petersen, his long time clerk. under the firm name 
of Moll & Petersen, under which title it co~ltinued its activities at jo j- 507 South 
Adams street, until 1908, when it was dissolved. 
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Amand Moll has been city sealer of weights and measures under two ad- 
ministrations, and is acting in this capacity a t  the present time. H e  is also 
leader and director of Spencer's band, with which he has been identified promi- 
nently all during his term of residence in this city. He succeeded to the office 
of leader and manager when Christian Trantvetter organized a band of his own 
and has held the position continuously for thirty-seven years. H e  is an accom- 
plished band musician, as well as  director, intensely interested in the different 
phases of music, and belongs to the Concordia and Liederkranz singing societies 
of this city. The organization of which he has been the head for more than 
a quarter of a century is a union organization, and is recognized as the lead- 
ing institution of its kind in central Illinois. I t  served in the Civil war with the 
Seventh Regiment, Illinois National Guard, under Colonel Isaac Taylor. I t  is 
recognized in Peoria today as a producer of good, stirring, and correctly played 
music, and much of its proficiency and fame are  due to the untiring efforts of 
its director, Amand Moll, who gives his personal supervision to  all the details 
o f  its performances, and never allows an inefficient musician to become asso- 
ciated with it. 

On October 19, 1876, Amand 31011 was married to Miss Fannie Secretan, 
daughter of a retired farmer residing near Kickapoo, Peoria county, and they 
are the parents of one daughter, Lucy, who married E. E. Watton, at  present 
secretary of the National Oil Company at Denver, Colorado. Mr. Moll is promi- 
nent in the order of Odd Fellows and holds membership in the Knights of 
Pythias, the Knights of Khorassan, in the Knights and Ladies of Honor, the 
Modern Woodmen of America, and the Elks. In politics he is a republican, 
but beyond casting his vote at  every election, he takes no active part in public 
life. During his thirty-seven years of prominent identification with Spencer's 
hand, Mr. Moll has given the best that was in him to promote its progress and 
efficiency. He has inacle the organization a household word here and he has 
done much to aid to the happiness of the city by making the holidays of its chil- 
dren joyous, and in softening the grief of bereavement in Peoria 11y adding to the 
dignity and honor of death. 

CHARLES W E E S T E R  OLEARY. 

Charles Webster Oleary is a member of The Ziegler Company and manager 
of Peoria's leading undertaking establishment. The business is located on South 
Jefferson street and Mr. Oleary has been associated therewith since September, 
1896, when he entered the employ of his present partner. H e  had come to 
Peoria eight years before, arriving in this city when a youth of seventeen years. 
H e  was born upon a farm in Mason county, Illinois, July 6, 1871, his parents 
being J. H. and Mary (Daniels) Oleary, the father devoting his life to general 
agricultural pursuits. The grandfather of our subject was born in Wales and 
the grandmother was a native of Germany. The  father resided upon the old 
homestead farm in Mason county until about 1897, and during his residence 
converted the place into rich and productive fields, the cultivation of his crops 
bringing him substantial and gratifying returns. He  now resides in Bath, illason 
county, Illinois, where he lives retired. The mother has long since passed away, 
her cleat11 occurring when her son, Charles, was but five years of age. 

Upon the old homestead Charles Webster Oleary remained until he reached 
the age of eleven years, after which he attended the public schools at Bath, 
Illinois. In early manhood he took up surveying and was en~ployed on the line 
of the Chicago, Eurlington & Quincy Railroad between Rock Island and Alton, 
Illinois. Subsequently he worked a t  various occupations until he became iden- 
tified with the Ziegler Company. For eight years he resided in Peoria ere 
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entering into active connections with this company, at which time he began to learn 
the undertaking business. He remained as an employe of J .  Frank Ziegler until 
they opened their present place of business in 1909, when he was made manager 
and on the 1st of January, 1911, he bought an interest in the business. Theirs 
is undoubtedly the finest undertaking establishment in the middle west, Even 
in Chicago there is nothing to compare with it. They occupy their own fine 
double building, erected of pressed brick. I t  is a two-story structure and they 
use the entire first floor in the conduct of their business. In addition to carry- 
ing a large and well selected line of undertaker's supplies they have the finest 
and most complete chapel east of the Rocky mountains. I t  is most artistically 
and fittingly equipped. It  contains an organ, pulpit, pews and at the sides are 
elegantly appointed retiring and rest rooms, fully supplied with toilet necessities 
for mourners. They have also erected brick stables for  the housing of their 
horses and hearses and they have the finest private ambulance in Peoria. l l r .  
Oleary remains as manager as well as partner in the business and largely has 
control, for  hlr. Ziegler is often out of town. He has found a business in 
which he is meeting with substantial and gratifying success and since enter- 
ing into active connection therewith he has gradually worked his way upward. 

On the 12th of December, 1895, Mr. Oleary was united in marriage in 1-ir- 
ginia, Illinois, to bliss Ida May Allen. a daughter of Henry and LilIy (Dingler) 
Allen. both the parents having passed away. Fraternally he is connected with 
the Masons and that he has attained high rank in the order is indicated by the 
fact that he is now a member of the RIystic Shrine. He also has membership 
relations with the Eastern Star, the Modern \IToodmen of An~erica and the 
Court of Ho~lor,  and he belongs to the Creve Coeur Club. The story of his life 
is the story of honesty, industry and thrift, and he is now prominent as a 
lnan \vhose constantly expanding powers have talien him from humble surrout-rd- 
ings to the field of large enterprise and continuously broadening opportunities. 

JOHN J. McDOXALD. 

An age of intense commercial and industrial activity calls forth the powers 
of illen who can grapple with new conditions and utilize the opportunities that 
come with the changes. A man of well balanced activities and powers, John J. 
McDonald occupies a creditable position today on the stage of action in Peoria. 
Almost from the time when he made his initial effort in the business world he 
has steadily advanced and his labors have found culmination in the extensive 
interests and activities of the AlcDonald-Erady Contracting Company of which 
he is the president. He has been engaged in the contracting business in Peoria 
for a quarter of a century although the present firm was not organized until 1906. 
His birth occurred in Sew York city, May 22,  1853, his parents being Alex- 
ander and Ellen (Connelly) McDonald, both of whom were natives of Ire- 
land. The father was a contrator and builder of S e w  York city where he died 
during the boyhood days of his son, John. The latter was reared in the eastern 
metropolis and there learned the bricklayer's and mason's trades, completing 
a regular apprenticeship and becoming a competent and expert workman. For 
several years he traveled all over the United States and Central America, visit- 
ing nearly every city of importance and working at his trade in all those differ- 
ent places. H e  arrived in Peoria in 1881 and for five years continued to follo\v 
his trade in the employ of others but, feeling that he was competent to engage in 
business on his own account and that the hour was ripe for his initial move in 
that direction, he announced himself as a contractor in 1886 and was not long 
in winning a liberal share of the public patronage as he demonstrated his fitness 
for the work. H e  continued to conduct an independent contracting business 
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until 1906 when he became one of the organizers of the h1cDonald-Brady Con- 
tracting Company of which he was chosen the President. The other officers 
of the company are John P. Crady, vice president, and William Fuener, secretary 
and treasurer. They have their offices at No. 2029 South Adams street and their 
building operations have extended to all parts of the city. The firm is today 
one of the foremost in contracting circles in Peoria. Among the large buildings 
erected by Mr. McDonald during the quarter of a century in which he has been 
identified with the business affairs in Peoria as a building contractor may be 
mentioned the public library, the Great Western distillery, the Corning & Com- 
pany distillery, the building of the Clark-Smith Hardware Company, the build- 
ing of the Wilson Wholesale Grocery Company, St. Boniface Catholic church, 
the St. Joseph's home, the Home of the Good Shepl~erd and many other impor- 
tant structures. H e  is now engaged in building the convent of the Immaculate 
conception. X recital of the list of these buildings is sufficient to indicate the 
extent and importance of the work in which Mr. AIcDonald is engaged and his 
11ig11 standing as a contractor. 

In 1880 Mr. &dIcDonald married Xary M. Sullivan of LaFayette, Indiana, 
who died on January 23, 1907, and on November 28, 1909, Mr. JlcDonald was 
married to hIiss Elizabeth Murphy, of Peoria, and they now reside at No. 
2909 Western avenue. They are both members of St. Mark's Roman Catholic 
church, to the support of which they are generous contributors. Mr. AlcDon- 
ald has always taken an active interest in politics and for ten years served as 
alderman of the city, representing the eighth ward. He also served for one term 
as city treasurer, having been elected on the democratic ticket. Duty and honor 
have been his watchwords and justice is one of his strong characteristics. 

HON. LESLIE ROEISON 

A\ retired capitalist, a political leader, progressive and representative busi- 
ness man and a humanitarian-all these represent in major part the activities 
which have claimed the time and energies of  Hon. Leslie Robison, a gentleman 
of the old school, honored wherever known and most of all where he is best 
known. H e  has passed the seventy-eighth milestone on life's journey. An un- 
tarnished reputation and a dignified personality have established him high in 
public regard. A forceful character has enabled him to leave a deep impress 
upon the state and his public spirit has ever made his influence a factor for im- 
provenlent and progress, There are few, if any, in Peoria who have illore inti- 
mate knowledge of the city and its history or who have done more to direct 
its affairs for the benefit of the community at large. 

Leslie Robison was born in Detroit, Michigan, August 8, 1534, his parents 
being James and Isabella (Leslie) Robison, who came to America from Aber- 
deenshire, Scotland, settling first a t  Jo l~i~s to~vn,  Pennsylvania, whence a removal 
was afterward made to Detroit. I n  1837 they came to Illinois and the family 
home was established at what is now the village of Leslie, in Elm Grove town- 
ship, Tazewell county, and with the renloval of the family to this state Leslie 
Robison entered upon a period of close connection with its development and 
progress, bringing him eventually to the honored position ~ v l ~ i c h  he occupies 
as one of the foremost citizens of Peoria. H e  attended the common schools 
of Leslie and afterward continued his education in Tremont, Tazewell county. 
He next entered Knox College at Galesburg and wit11 the completion of his 
preparatory course became a student at Yale University, from which he was 
graduated in 1858 on the completion of a classical course. Following his return 
to Peoria he entered upon the study of law and was admitted to the bar at 
Springfield on the 6th of January, 1860. H e  was introduced to the court by Abra- 
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ham Lincoln, an honor which he highly appreciated. The two were friends 
allci 9Ir. Robison remains as one of the few who had close personal acquaint- 
ance with the president. Following his admission to the bar he entered upon 
active practice in \vhich he continued successfully for twenty years, when large 
business interests compelled hill1 to withdraw froin active connection with the 
legal profession. His linowledge of law, however, has proved of inestimable 
value to hiill in the conduct o i  private interests. His father-in-law, Colonel 
Charles Ballance, was the owner of large tracts of land in Peoria city and county 
but became involved in financial and legal difficulties. Mr. Robison then took 
charge of all his affairs and handled the property in such a manner that when 
Colonel Callance died he was again well established in a material way, his hoId- 
ings having been cleared from all incunlbrance, owing to the sound judgment 
and business ability of RIr. Robison. 

Mi-. Robison was first married January 7, 1864, in Peoria, to Miss Julia 
Uallance, and they became the parents of three children. Charles JVebb, Leslie 
and Willis B., but only the first nailled is now living. The mother died May 
12, 1871, and on the 27th of June, 1872, Mr. Robison married Miss Elizabeth 
Rutherford, a daughter of liilliam and Isabella Rutherford, of Peoria. Mr. 
Robison's home at No. 119 Flora avenue is a beautiful residence, attractively 
and tastefully furnished and pervaded with an air of hospitality and good 
cheer that lnakes it a center of interest to his many friends. Aside from the 
inlportant professional and business interests which Mr. Robison has managed 
he has taken active and helpful part in public affairs. In 1875 he was elected 
mayor of Peoria and the following year entered the office for a two years' 
term. He guided the destinies of the city with a firin hand, prompted by 
public-spirited devotion to the general good, and under his administration Peoria 
forged far ahead along .\-arious lines. For a quarter of a century he was director 
of the Peoria Gas Light & Colce Company and for five years was its president. 
I-Ie has also been a tlirector of Sicol. Eurr tk Company, foundryrnen and machin- 
ists, since 1893, and for several years has been president and one of the directors 
of the Peoria General Electric Company. From 1391 until a recent date he 
\\.as president and director of the Gipps Erewing Company but has retired from 
that connection. He is no117 most con~fortably situated in life, having attained 
a gratifying measure of wealth as the result of his judicious investments and 
the careful managelllent of his business interests. H e  has ever been alert to 
the city's interests ant1 has cooperated readily in ineasures for the general good. 
S o  man has done more for the solid and sul~stantial upbuilding of Peoria or is 
more thoroughly informed concerning the events which have shaped its history. 
X courteous, kindly, dignified gentleman of the old school, he deserves in high 
ineasure the esteem and regard which are uniformly tendered him. He talks 
most interestingly of his acquaintance with Lincoln and other prominent men of 
the state, and his reininiscences of the early days constitute an attractive fea- 
ture of life in Peoria from its pioneer period to the present. 

Victor Paul Michel, deputy county sheriff and salesman for the Johnson 
Cigar Company, was born April 29, 1887, in Peoria, and is therefore one of the 
younger business men. I-Iis years, however, seem no bar to his ability for he 
is rapidly forging to the front in various connections, being particularly proini- 
nent in athletic circles as well as a representative of commercial and political 
interests. His father, Leon Michel, was born in France and became a grocery- 
man at Peoria, where he died about fifteen years ago. The mother is still living 
in this city. 
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Victor Paul Michel was a pupil in the public schools of Averyville, Illinois, 
and later he pursued his studies in the Galesburg Greeley school of Peoria. In 
fact he is practically a Peoria product in every way, standing as an excellent 
example of the opportunities here offered and of what may be accomplished 
when energy, capability and ambition lead the way. After his graduation from 
the Greeley school he went west to Portland, Oregon, where he remained for a 
year and then returned to Peoria. H e  was afterward made keeper of the 
Joliet penitentiary and following his retirement from that position was ap- 
pointed deputy sheriff of Peoria county, which office he continues to fill. He 
also has business connections as city salesman for the Johnson Cigar Company 
and is building up a large trade in that connection. 

No one need cluestion bIr. Alichel's political position. He stands unequi- 
vocally for republican principles and is a recognized force among the young 
men of his party. He  is also very prominent in city athletics, being a recog- 
nized leader among those who are interested in the chief athletic activities of 
the day. For eleven years he has been at the head of local athletics, especially 
football and bowling. H e  is now president of the Social Athletic Club and for 
eight years has been manager of its football team. His popularity is due not 
only to his personal skill but also to the feeling of fair play which he ever manl- 
fests, demanding at all times that the "rules of the game" be observed. He 
belongs to that class of young men who are accon~plishing things whether in the 
field of pleasure, of business or of public duty, and the results achieved are ever 
of a practical and progressive character. 

CHARLES A. HOPPIN. 

As a city grows the number of its business representatives naturally constantly 
increases, but here as elsewhere the rule of the world holds good that it is the 
men of ambition, energy and determination who advance to the front and become 
leaders in their particular lines. The Peoria Gas & Electric Company has asso- 
ciated with it a number of thoroughly competent men, who are capable of hand- 
ling the business in its various departments, and as one of these Charles A. 
Hoppin was chosen, being assigned to the position of general superintendent of 
the electric and heating departments. H e  has been associated with the company 
since 1907, entering its employ as chief engineer at the electric station, where he 
remained for three years, when he was called to his present office. He  was born 
in La  Crosse, Wisconsin, April 13, 1878, and pursued his education in the schools 
of Aurora, Illinois, to which place his parents removed, when in his youthful 
days. Entering the high school he was graduated therefrom in 1897 and subse- 
quently he became a student in the Illinois University, for he wished to gain that 
thorough technical training which would fit him to advance beyond the 
point of mediocrity in the business world and make for himself a creditable 
plact: and name. He completed his university course by graduation in 1901, 
when the degrees of Bachelor of Science and Mechanical En,' mineer were con- 
ferred upon him. He  then entered the employ of the Allis-Chalmers Company 
as erecting engineer, subsequently represented that company in Milwaukee and 
afterward became assistant engineer for the same corporation in New York city. 
On leaving the eastern metropolis he made his way to Peoria, where, as prev- 
iously stated, he has resided since 1907. Here he has won advancement in con- 
nection with the Peoria Gas & Electric Company until he now occupies a posi- 
tion of large responsibility as general superintendent of the electric and heating 
departments. H e  has full charge of both departments, a fact which is indicative 
of the confidence reposed in him by the corporation and the ability which he 
displays in the discharge of his duties. 
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In 1905 Mr. Hoppin was united. in marriage to Miss Jessie C.  rimer. of 
Champaign, Illinois, and unto them have been born two children. Eessie Cramer 
and Charles Albert, Jr. Mr. Hoppin is well known in hIasonic circles, having 
become a Knight Templar Mason and a member of the Mystic Shrine. H e  be- 
longs to the University of Illinois Alumni Club of Peoria, the Creve Coeur Club 
and the Transportation Club. H e  is also a member of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. He is popular among his friends, having the attractive 
social qualities which gain high regard. He IS ambitious, resolute and energetic 
and whatever he undertakes, whether in business or other connections, is carried 
forward to successful completion. 

CLARENCE E. CASE. 

Twelve years have passed since Clarence E. Case was called to his final 
rest, and yet he is well remembered by his many friends because of the genu- 
ine worth of his character. He was a man of exceptionally good habits, his life 
being actuated by high and honorable principles, and, while he never sought to 
tigure prominently in any public connection, those with whom he was daily 
thrown in contact entertained for him the warmest personal regard. He was born 
March 21, 1851, in hledina township, Peoria county, not far from Alta, his par- 
ents being Imri and Salina Case, both of whom were natives of New York, Re- 
moving westward, they became early residents of Illinois and the father was 
numbered among the prominent and well-to-do farmers of this county, year 
after year carrying on the work of the farm in a manner that brought sub- 
stantial returns. His wife died during the infancy of their son, Clarence, but 
the boy remained upon the home farm with his father. spending his youthful 
days in the acquirement of an education and in the work of the fields. After 
attending the district schools at Alta and thus mastering the elementary branches 
of learning he came to Peoria, where he entered the high school. When his 
education was completed he returned to Alta and assisted his father on the 
farm for  several years, his labors proving an important element in the success- 
ful  conduct and management of the property. He did not wish to engage in 
agricultural pursuits thoughout his entire life, however, and left the parental 
roof to learn telegraphy, which he readily mastered, and for eighteen years he 
had charge of the railroad office at Alta. H e  proved a most capable, efficient 
and accommodating representative of the road at that place and had the good 
will of all who had business dealings with him. On the 17th of April, 1903, he 
gave up active worlc and removed to Peoria, after which he lived retired. 

On the first of January, 1873, Mr. Case was united in marriage to Miss 
Julia B. Schneby, who was born in Peoria, April 2, 1852, and is a daughter of 
George W. and Margaret (McVay) Schneby, both of whom were natives of 
Pennsylvania, whence they removed westward to Illinois, becoming early settlers 
of Peoria. The father was an honored pioneer here and engaged in merchandis- 
ing, being numbered among the leading factors in commercial circles here in 
pioneer times. He also served as government gauger for  many years and had 
a wide acquaintance throughout the county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Case were 
born three children: Margaret S., who was born October I, 1874, and died De- 
cember 9, 1874; Georgia I., who was born November 20. 1880, and died July 23, 
1897; and Harry Clarence, who was born April 14, 1876, and is the only sur- 
vivor of the family. H e  married Blanche I. Johnston, and they lost the,ir only 
child, Clarence, Jr., on the 29th of April, 1911. The son, Harry Clarence, resides 
with his mother. 

Mr. Case gave his political allegiance in early life to the democratic party 
and afterward advocated republican principles. At local elections, however, 

TOI. n-1 G 
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he generally voted regardless of  party ties, casting his ballot for  the candidate 
nrholll he co~~sidered best clualified for office. He attended the Methodist church 
while a resident of Alta and after coming to Peoria attended the services of the 
First Congregational church. H e  held membership with the Masons and the 
Knights of Pythias and was loyal to the beneficent purposes and teachings of 
both orders. H e  was a man of genial, kindly spirit, who possessed a love for 
all mankind. His habits were esceptionally good and he never used intoxicants 
or  tobacco and held to the highest standards of morality. H e  was a lover of out- 
door life and also very fond of reading, spending many happy hours among 
his books. Those in need found him most charitable, none ever being turned 
away empty-handed who appealed to him for aid. I t  has been said: "Not the 
good that comes to us but the good that comes to the world through us is the 
measure of our success," and judged in this way, Clarence E. Case was a most suc- 
cessful man. 

LINCOLN D. FOREMAN, &I. D. 

Through the greater part of his professional career Dr. Lincoln D. Foreman 
was a resident of Peoria, and the faithful and conscientious performance of his 
professional duties gained him high rank among the leading and successful phy- 
sicians and surgeons of the city. H e  was born in Pike county, Illinois, February 
26, 1861, and his life span covered the intervening years to the 9th of February, 
1911-almost half a century. His parents were James W. and Jennie (Norton) 
Foreman, both of whom were natives of Ohio but became early residents of 
Illinois, with the developnlent and progress of  which they were closely associated 
in the district in which they lived. The father devoted his life to farming and 
as his financial resources increased he added to his property until his landed 
holdings were extensive. 

At the usual age Dr. Foreman entered the public schools of his native county 
and therein laid the foundation for his professional knowledge. H e  attended 
the St. Louis Medical College of St. Louis, Missouri, and also obtained his 
first practical experience in the profession in that city. From the outset his labors 
proved congenial and he displayed special aptitude in his studies and in the 
application of his theoretical knowledge to the special needs of his patients. 
H e  afterward went to Greene county, Illinois, where he continued in practice 
fo r  four years, and then removed to Waverly, this state, where he followed 
his profession for ten years. Wishing to secure the broader opportunities of- 
fered in the city, however, he then came to Peoria, where he practiced with 
success until his death. His reading was broad, his researches deep and his 
rnethods were at all times practical and resultant. H e  was very conscientious 
a.s well as capable in the discharge of his professional duties and was seldom, if 
ever, a t  fault in diagnosing a case. He belonged to the State RiIedical Society 
and was well known to the profession, at all times enjoying the high regard 
of his fellow physicians and surgeons throughout the state. 

Dr. Foreman was pleasantly situated in his home life, having been happily 
married on the 1st of March, 1884, to Miss Margaret Van Sueringen, a daugh- 
ter of Sanluel and Augusta (Aldrich) Van Sueringen. The mother was born 
in Pike county, Illinois, in 1843, and was a daughter of D. J. Aldrich, a de- 
scendant of the old and distinguished Aldrich family of Massachusetts. H e  re- 
moved from the old Eay state to Illinois, traveling overland in the '30s and 
casting in his lot with the pioneer residents of this state. Mrs. Foreman is 
also a descendant of Garrett Van Sueringen, who figured in the early history of 
the Empire state when it was rcled by the Dutch. Dr. and Mrs. Foreman were 
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the parents of three children: Ethel and Lucille, who are now in school; and 
Lemuel R., deceased. 

In early life Dr. Foreman was a member of St. Paul's Episcopal church. H e  
never felt bound by creed or dogma, however, his sympathies reaching out along 
broad humanitarian lines to all mankind. In  his life he exemplified the beneficent 
spirit of the AIasonic fraternity, in which he attained the Knight Templar degree. 
He was also connected with the ,Modern JVoodmen of America and his political 
allegiance was given to the republican party. He was a lover of nature and all 
outdoor life and the hours which he spent "in communion with her visible forms" 
qualified him in large measure for the arduous duties which devolved upon him 
in his professional career. H e  was always a broad reader and possessed a studious 
nature that enabled him to delve below the surface of things and reach down to 
the very root of the matter. In manner he was entirely free from ostentation 
and display, but his true worth of character found recognition, as was attested 
by the warm friendship accorded him. 

CHARLES P. WATSON. 

Charles P. Watson, officia! reporter for  the circuit court of Peoria county 
since the 1st of July, 1887, was born September 21, 1851, in Tecumseh, hlichi- 
gan, his parents being Cyrus L. and Elizabeth H. Watson. The father, born in 
1800, died in 1882, and the mother, born in 1813, passed away in 1907, both at- 
taining a very advanced age. 

Following the coillpletion of his public-school education Charles P. Wat- 
son took up the study of shorthand with the purpose in view of becoming a court 
stenographer. H e  began reporting in the courts of Peoria in November, 1871, 
and was thus engaged until January, 1877, when he removed to Indianapolis. 
I-Ie was in \Vashington, D. C., from 1883 until 1887, as  clerk of the senate com- 
mittee on territories, but in hlarch of the latter year returned to Peoria and on 
the 1st of July following was appointed official reporter of the circuit court of 
Peoria county. What higher testimonial could be given than the fact that for a 
quarter of a century he has occupied this position? Accurate, systematic, me- 
thodical, prompt and obliging, he has the high regard of the court and menlbers 
of the bar and of all with tvhom his official duties bring him in contact. 

On the 15th of October, 1879, Mr. tyatson was united in marriage to Miss 
Ella H. Adams, a daughter of George F. and Rebecca Xdams, of Indianapolis, 
Indiana. The two children of this marriage are:  George A., who was born Sep- 
tember 3, 1880; and Charles L., born January 12, 1882. The latter was mar- 
ried in May, 1909, to Miss Kancy LVolcott, of Indianapolis, Indiana. Mr. Wat- 
son is a member of Peoria Lodge, S o .  250, I<. P., and llas been identified with 
the order since 1875. H e  also belongs to Lodge No. 20; of the Benevolent Pro- 
tective Order of Ellis. He has a \vide acquaintance among business and profes- 
sional men of this city and everywhere he is highly esteemed because of his per- 
sonal traits of character are such as command confidence and warm regard. 

SOLOn'IOX BENNETT. 

In eastern Illinois few men were better known and none were held in higher 
regard than Solomon Bennett because his salient traits of character were such as 
awakened admiration and commanded respect. H e  was at one time proprietor 
of the only wholesale clothing establishment conducted in central Illinois, and 
for a long period he was extensively connected with the wool trade through- 
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out the southwest. H e  was one of the worthy citizens that Germany furnished 
to Peoria, his birth having occurred in the fatherland April 15, 1842. His par- 
ents were Israel and Gertrude Bennett. The father, on crossing the Atlantic 
to the new world, settled in Buffalo, New York, the mother's death having pre- 
viously occurred. Solomon Bennett accompanied his father to America and pur- 
sued his education in the schools of Buffalo where he remained for about six 
years. H e  was a youth of sixteen years when, in 1858, he came to Peoria and 
later embarked in business here as a dealer in clothing. His stock was small 
but his enterprising business methods and reliability won him favorable recog- 
nitioil and his trade constantly grew. Along safe, substantial lines he built up 
the business, and eventually developed a small retail store into a large wholesale 
clothing establishment with ramifying trade interests reaching over extensive 
territory. His was the only wholesale clothing house ever conducted in Peoria, 
and for many years it figured as a prominent feature in the business circles of 
the city. Mr. Bennett also became extensively engaged in the wool industry in 
the southwest, his business activities in that connection being represented by a 
large factory. 

About 1890 he retired from active life and lived quietly in his home in 
Peoria from that time until his death, employing his leisure in the pursuit of those 
things which contributed to his interests and happiness. 

On the 27th of  January, 1869, Mr. Bennett was united in marriage to Miss 
Delia Fridenberg, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and unto them were born two 
children: Charles M., who is a real-estate dealer and well known business man 
of Peoria ; and Gertrude, who is the wife of H. T. Bloom and the mother of three 
children: Delia, Sarah and Clara Gertrude, 

Mr. Bennett was a broad-minded man who never measured life by the inch 
rule of self but sought to view the world from the standpoint of public opin- 
ion. Each vital question he carefully considered. whether it related to the in- 
dividual or the community at large. He was a great admirer of Robert G. Inger- 
soll. His political allegiance was given to the republican party and he served 
as a member of the board of supervisors at the time the courthouse was built. 
His public duties were ever discharged in a most capable, prompt and faithful 
manner, and he ever kept well informed on the leading questions and issues of 
the day relative to local progress and to the welfare of the nation at large. He 
held membership in the Jewish Temple, also with the Order of B'Nai Brith and 
in the Roval Arcanum and the Modern Woodmen. of America. He was a man 
of marked individuality and left the impress of his charcter and ability upon all 
with whom he came in contact. H e  never sought to figure in any spectacular 
life but preferred a quiet and unassuming life with the companionship of family 
and friends who ever found him a most congenial, hospitable host. H e  died May 
5, 1902, at the age of sixty years, and the consensus of public opinion is that 
he had used his time wisely and well and that his work had constituted an ele- 
ment in Peoria's progress and advancement. 

JOHN T. BOLAND. 

John T. Boland is the active member in the firm of Daniel Boland & Son, of 
this city, one of the oldest and best known undertaking establishments in Peoria. 
H e  inherited the business from his father, Daniel Boland, and has been engaged 
in it since he left school and has given his time and attention from an early age 
to making himself thoroughly capable and efficient in his chosen line of activity. 
John T. Boland is the son of Daniel and Catherine Boland. His father was a 
native of Ireland, born in County Tipperary. When he was seventeen years of 
age he left Ireland, and made his way to Liverpool, where he took passage on a 
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sailing vessel bound for America and landed in Philadelphia after having been 
twenty-three days on the voyage. Daniel Boland came immediately to Camden 
county, Kew Jersey, and engaged in farming there until 1858, when he removed 
to a farm at Jacksonville, Illinois, where he remained for three years. In 1861, 
he came to Peoria and became connected with the street railway company until 
1872, when he was made a member of the Peoria police force, and served for four 
years, resigning to open an undertaking parlor which he conducted successfully 
up to the time of his death when the business reverted to his son, John T. Boland, 
who is the present owner. 

Since the death of his father, John T. Boland has given his entire time and 
attention to his business. He has thoroughly mastered its details, and he al- 
lows no modern methods and innovations making for further efficiency to escape 
his notice. H e  keeps his knowledge up to date, and as a consequence his repu- 
tation in Peoria is of the highest. His present shop is located at 124 North Adams 
street, and is recognized as one of the leading establishments of its kind in the 
city. John T. Eoland is well known in Peoria as a public spirited and loyal citi- 
zen. 

MANUAL TRAINING HIGH SCHOOL OF PEORIA. 

The Manual Training High School was organized in September, 1909. The 
building ranks among the first in the United States in well-lighted rooms, well 
equipped shops, laboratories, commercial department, cooking and sewing depart- 
ments for modern high school work. The attendance the first year was one 
hundred and seventy-nine, the second year two hundred and seventy-one, and the 
third year three hundred and seventy-eight. Full credit was given each depart- 
ment at the State University a t  the close of the second year, giving its gradu- 
ates the same standing at colleges and universities as is given to graduates from 
the best high schools of Illinois. The first class of graduates numbered seven and 
the second class in June, 1912, numbered twenty-nine. 

The plan of the building and aims of the school are in accord with the pres- 
ent high-school movement, that is extending equal advantages to all boys and 
girls. 

In every large city a large number of students go to work direct from the 
high school, and it has been ascertained that sixty per cent of those who do not 
go to high school are financially able to go, and would go, if in the judgment 
of their parents the education offered was worth while. In order to aid those 
who are going to work direct from the school and to help stop the early with- 
drawal of so many boys and girls from school, new types of high schools are 
organized, and among these new types is one known as  the complete high school. 
This kind of high school has five courses, namely: the commercial course, the 
industrial course, the agriculture course, academic course, and domestic science 
and art  course. These courses are equal or equivalent, one being better than 
another only as a student finds his ability along one course more than an- 
other. These five courses give the fundamental education for every occupation, 
trade and profession. This type of high school is one of the latest efforts to 
equalize conditions in which boys and girls start into their life work. 

The name of one department, Manual Training, has been made to cover the 
whole school, and emphasizes the change in the nature of education. Pract'ice 
work a t  school is essential as book work. 

The one noticeable thing above all else, is the increased attention that must 
be given to studying the boy and finding the right course for him on entering high 
school. One of the results is, it gives more boys and girls a purpose in coming to 
high school. More boys and girls make going to high school a business and at- 
tend to it. 
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Instructors of 191 1-1912. 

W. N. Erown, principal. 
Clara E. Barclay, algebra, geometry. 
F. \V. Dennet, Latin, French, English. 
J. H. Blackman, manual training. 
Florence L. Ebaugh, English. 
Florence Cutright, algebra. 
Edna L. Earnest, English. 
W. 'CV. Gorsliae, geometry, algebra, surveying. 
W. I?. Henning, physics and clzemistry. 
D. C. Hilling, head of commercial department. 
F. C. Keeler, history, civics, economics. 
Anna A: Kellogg, German. 
Lena A. Kemp, typewriting. 
Charles G. Mason, history, English. 
A. C. Miller, biology. 
Elizabeth Persinger, shorthand. 
William Peters, manual training. 
Alice M. Otman, English. 
G. R. Spraker, commercial arithmetic, bookkeeping. 
*Minnie &I. Peterson, supervisor, sewing. 
*Bertha Case, supervisor,. cooking. 
Hazel Marcy, sewing. 
*A. P. Laughlin, supervisor, manual training. 
*Carl Graner, supervisor of physical culture. 
"Florence Stackhouse, assistant of culture. 
*Clara Dailey, supervisor of music. 
Joanna M. Irish, secretary and librarian. 

*Part time. 
-4lumni Association. 

I n  June 191 I, the alumni .association was formed with l ia l ter  Stephenson as 
president. 

HON. NICHOLAS E. WORTHINGTON. 

Hon. Nicholas E. Worthington, judge of the circuit court at  Peoria, is of 
English extraction, the entire Worthington family in America being descended 
from two brothers, one of whom settled in New England, and the other in 
Maryland. His father, the Rev. G. J. Worthington, was a minister of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. Born in Maryland, he resided at different times in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Virginia, devoting his entire life to the work of the 
church. H e  wedded Mary I. Hedges and they became the parents of two sons 
and four daughters. 

Nicholas E. Worthington was born March 30, 1836, in Brooks county, West 
Virginia. H e  accompanied his parents on their various removals according to 
the itinerant custom of the Methodist Episcopal ministry, residing a t  different 
times in Allegheny City, in Pittsburg and at Clarksburg, Virginia. In  the last 
named he attended college and later matriculated in Allegheny College at Mead- 
ville, Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated with the class of 1854, winning 
first honors in that year. He  afterward engaged in teaching in an academy a t  
Clarksburg, Virginia, and then entered the law office of Waitman T. Willett. In  
1856 he came to Illinois and began teaching in Tremont, Tazewell county, and 
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was appointed county superintendent of schools. He retired from the teacher's 
profession to enter upon the active practice of law in Peoria and has since 
been identified with the bar. 

Judge Worthington has always been more or less actively identified with 
educational interests. ,For four years he was a member of the board of public 
instruction. In 1872 he was a candidate for congress and in 1SS2 was again 
the nominee of his party, being elected a representative of his district in the 
national halls of legislation. At the close of his first term he was reelected 
and after four years' congressional service returned to Peoria to resuine the 
practice of law. Soon afterward he was elected judge of the circuit court and 
is still upon the bench, being now dean of the judiciary of Peoria. . President 
Cleveland named him as a member of the commission to settle the famous rail- 
road strike in Chicago, on which occasion the president aroused the opposition 
of Governor Altgeld, who objected to the United States troops being sent to 
Illinois. Judge Worthington served with distinction as one of the arbitrators 
at that critical period and on other occasions, perhaps of a less public character, 
his opinions have carried weight in political councils. 

In 1856 Judge Worthington married Miss Sarah Fowkes, a daughter of  
Colonel Richard Fowkes, of West Virginia, and they have three children, Louis 
I?., Nellie and Frank E., the last named being a resident of the west. 

PROFESSOR ALFRED WADLEIGH BEASLEY 

Professor Alfred Wadleigh Beasley, principal of the Central high school 
of Peoria, was born in Ripley, Ohio, March 27, 1853, a son of Nathaniel K. 
and Susan H. (Wadleigh) Beasley. The father was born in Decatur, Ohio, 
April 4, 1828, and the mother's birth occurred in Oxford, Ohio, September 
22, 1830. The former was a son of Alfred and Margaret (Kirker) 
Beasley, who were natives of Ohio, and Alfred Beasley was a son of Nathaniel 
and Sarah (Sutton) Beasley, natives of Virginia. The great-grandparents of 
Professor Beasley in the maternal line were John and Susan Wadleigh, natives 
of Scotland. Their son, Thomas Jefferson Wadleigh, was born in Watertown, 
New York, and married Sophia Easton, a native of Oxford, Ohio. 

The removal of the family from the Buckeye state to Peoria during the 
early boyhood of Professor Beasley enabled him to pursue his education in the 
schools of this city and in 1870 he was graduated from the high school. H e  
then entered Dartmouth College and upon his graduation four years later 
ranked first in his class in mathematics and fourth in general standing. During 
the succeeding four years he was connected with the firms of Beasley Brothers 
and Steele Brothers in the saddlery and hardware business, and in 1878 he 
began teaching in an ungraded school in South Peoria. A year later he was 
transferred to the Peoria high school as instructor in mathematics and sciences 
and later was made principal of the old Franklin school. H e  was subsequently 
appointed principal of the Peoria high school, which position he still continues 
to fill. For twenty-five years he has been at the head of this school and he is 
recognized as one of the prominent educators of the west. his service being fre- 
quently sought in connection with educational conventions, before which he has 
delivered many addresses. H e  stands as one of those whose study of pedagogy 
in its broadest sense has resulted in marked improvement in methods of teach- 
ing; his zeal and interest in the work are unabating and he inspires teachers and 
pupils under him with much of his own interest. His ideals are very high and 
he stands for  that real progressiveness which recognizes that which is of value in 
the past while laboring for advancement in the future. 
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On the 29th of November, 1876, Professor Beasley was married to Miss Mary 
Ramsay, who was born June 6, 1856. They became parents of four children: 
Robert K., who is now- deceased; Frederick E.; Alfred F.; and Jules de La- 
barthe. Professor Beasley is a Congregationalist in religious faith. He has 
always recognized the fact that there should be an even balance between the 
physical, intellectual and moral progress and in his teaching he has endeavored 
to stimulate an interest in each that would lead to direct and beneficial results. 

P E T E R  A. WEAST. 

If one were called upon to name a typical business man of Peoria better 
selection could not be made than by naming Peter A. Weast. H e  stands fore- 
most among those whose sound judgment and enterprise have led to success 
and he is today familiar to all Peoria citizens as one of the most successful real- 
estate dealers here. Yet he is more than a business man; his interests are 
broad and varied and all those things which draw the traveler abroad-the works 
of ar t  and the points of historic and modern interest--claim his attention and 
keep him in touch with the world's thought and work. 

hlr. Weast is a native of Peoria, Illinois, born on April 5, 1848. Early in 
life he began his investments in realty, holding property until it advanced in 
price and when he was able to sell it at  a good figure he still invested the re- 
turns in real estate and is today rated as one of the most wealthy of Peoria 
citizens. I t  is his advice always to make investment in property rather than 
along other lines, and he has proven his faith in Peoria by making his investments 
here. H e  has owned some of the most valuable properties on South Jefferson 
avenue and on Fulton street. Whenever he has had a chance to sell advanta- 
geously he has done so, but a sale has usually been almost immediately followed 
by the purchase of adjacent property. 

Mr. Weast was married August 16, 1887, to Miss Jennie Grunden, and they 
have a daughter, Maud, now Mrs. Claude Wallin. The home of Mr. Weast is a 
splendid residence, built in an attractive style of architecture and supplied in the 
way of furnishings with all that wealth can secure and refined taste can suggest. 
H e  takes his pleasure largely in fine horses and in good automobiles, of which 
he owns a number, and his wife and daughter are also skillful horsewomen. 
They all enjoy travel and have made a number of trips abroad, hunting out 
quaint, out-of-the-way places o r  sojourning in the cities as their desires of the 
moment dictate. While Mr. Weast has gained large wealth through his real- 
estate operations he has been generous in assisting others, especially the young 
man who is trying to make a start, and he has also given freely of his means 
to charitable projects. 

FRANK T. MILLER. 

The life record of Frank T. RlIiller is another indication of the fact that 
it is only under the pressure of adversity and the stimulus of necessity that 
the strongest and best in man are brought out and developed. Hampered by 
lack of early opportunities, Mr. Miller resolved that he would advance despite 
all this and the consensus of public opinion places him today among Peoria's 
capable and foremost lawyers. H e  was born in Muehlheim, near Cologne, in 
the Rhine Province, Germany, January I ,  1873, his parents being Theodore D. 
and Clara A. Miller, who were also natives of the same province. H e  was nine 
and a half years of age when his parents, in July, 1882, came to America, bring- 
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ing with them their family of six children to whom five more were added in 
this country. The father was a carpenter and when he worked steadily at his 
trade earned about fifty dollars per month. According to the laws of his native 
country he was forced to render military service in the German army and had 
been on active duty during the Franco-Prussian war. When the family arrived 
in America they had absolutely nothing in the way of money or furniture or 
the barest neccessities of life. Not one of the household could speak a word 
of English and Frank Miller says that it has ever remained a puzzle to him 
how the family obtained a start. H e  himself often experienced unfair treat- 
ment at the hands of the boys of the neighborhood, his inability to understand 
English bringing upon him many a knockdown blow from a boy who wished 
to try his strength, before Mr. Miller knew what was wanted. He had had 
three years' training in the schools of Germany and was sent to school in this 
country, spending three years in the ward schools in Champaign and Blooming- 
ton, but when twelve years of age he was forced to put aside his text-books and 
provide for his own support. H e  secured a situation in a drug store, washing 
windows, bottles, floors, etc., working twelve.hours per day, for which a dollar 
and a quarter was paid into the family fund each week. By the time he was 
fourteen he was earning two dollars a week in a dry-goods store. Realizing 
the fact that he had been taken out of school permanently he resolved to seek 
education along other lines and began selling Sunday papers, having, however, an 
understanding with his father that the money so earned should go for violin les- 
sons. His Sunday task proved to be a profitable one and his constant practice 
on the violin at all leisure hours won him such rapid advancement that at the 
age of sixteen years he was playing in a theater for experience. When eighteen 
years of age he was in demand as a musician and at twenty had become a recog- 
nized factor in musical circles in his home city. H e  had also made substantial 
advance in the stores in which he had been continuously employed but his vio- 
lin in the evenings brought him as much o r  more than his regular wages in the 
store. 

His earlier dreams for a higher education now began to take form and, leav- 
ing the store, he entered a law school, hoping to earn enough with the violin 
at night to meet the expenses of his course. H e  had been out of school for 
more than eight years and in consequence did not know how to study. For a 
time it was uphill work, his earlier examinations proving his incapacity in that 
direction, but at the end of two years he stood second in the class in examina- 
tions covering the entire course and drew a cash prize. The income from his 
music had steadily increased and enabled him to pursue a two years' special 
literary course, after which he spent a year in a law office. He won his LL.B. 
degree from the Illinois Wesleyan University in 1896 and completed his two 
years' special literary work in 1898. For twelve years he has been a resident 
of Peoria. In May, 1899, he opened a law office with Judson Starr and on the 
1st of March, 1900, entered into a partnership with Daniel R. Sheen under the 
firm name of Sheen & Miller. When he located in Peoria he resolved to give 
up music except for the pleasure of it and concentrate his efforts upon his 
law practice without any side issues, especially resolving not to become actively 
connected with politics. During the first year of his practice he made very 
slow progress and was obliged to live most economically, but his determination 
and ability won in the end and his success has far exceeded his fondest expecta- 
tions. His partnership with Mr. Sheen continued until July I ,  I W ,  when he 
joined John S. Stevens and J. M. Elliott, in a partnership under the firm name 
of Stevens, Miller & Elliott, succeeding W. S. Horton, who had previously been 
with them in the practice of law. The firm is today one of the strongest of the 
Peoria bar and has a large and distinctively representative clientage. As Mr. 
Miller has prospered in his undertakings he has become interested in city busi- 
ness and residence properties and is a stockholder in the Illinois Xational Bank. 
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H e  is attorney for several Peoria banks and is local attorney for many railroad 
and other corporations. I-Ie was appointed ptlblic administrator of Peoria county 
by Governor Yates in 1901, was reappointed by Governor Deneen in 1905 and 
again in 1909. In politics he has ever been a stalwart republican and did active 
campaign work in 1900 and 1904. For a considerable period after entering 
upon practice, however, he did not engage actively in politics but his qualities 
of leadership and his deep interest concerning the government of city, state and 
nation have naturally forced him into more intimate and active relations with 
political affairs. 

On the 16th of September, 1903, in Peoria, RIr. Miller was united in mar- 
riage to RiIiss Lillian Bruce Morgan, a daughter of H. B. illorgan. Mrs. Miller 
is an exceptional pianist. She studied for four years in Chlcago and Berlin, 
her instructors being Fannie E:loomfield Zeisler, Leopold Godowski and Xavier 
Scharwenka. Mr. and I l rs .  hIiller have two daugl~ters: Jeannette M., born 
in 1906; and Lillian Bruce, September 8, 1911. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are very 
prominent in social circles, particularly where music is a leading attraction and 
source of interest. Fraternally 11e is connected with the Knights of Pythias and 
held all the offices in the lodge from 1901 until 1904. Since the latter year he 
has been connected with the Knights of Khorassan and has always been a 
member of the dramatic team. He likewise belongs to Schiller Lodge, F. Sr 
A. M., in which he is now holding office. In more strictly social and recreative 
lines he is connected with the Creve Coeur Club and the Kickapoo Golf Club. 
Never fearing to venture where favoring opportunity has led the way, never 
faltering when determination and courage could overcome difficulties and obsta- 
cles, never hesitating to make attempt to reach high ideals and to occupy a place 
of  prominence, Frank T. Miller has continuously advanced since starting out 
in life on his own account at the age of tivelve years, and is today numbered 
among the foremost citizens of Peoria in political, social and professional lines. 

DR. J. F. COOPER. 

J. F. Cooper, physician and surgeon, who entered upon the practice of medi- 
cine in Peoria in 1903, was born on a farm in Christian county, Kentucky, June 
21, 1853, his parents being Hugh C. and Elizabeth A. (McKenzie) Cooper, who 
were farming people of that district. Upon the old homestead the son was 
reared, and after attending the district schools he had the advantage of academic 
instruction taking a course in LaFayette Academy in his native state. H e  took 
up the profession of teaching which he followed for four years in his home 
county and thus provided the funds necessary to meet the expenses of a course 
in a medical college. He entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons at 
Baltimore, Maryland, and was graduated in 1880. Immediately afterward he 
entered upon active practice, spending eighteen months in Bennettstown, Ken- 
tucky. H e  then came to Illinois, settling in Elmwood, Peoria county, where he 
remained in active practice for  twenty-one years or until he came to the city of 
Peoria. H e  was successful in Elmwood and has enjoyed an even more exten- 
sive practice in Peoria for his labors have found recognition here, his fellow 
practitioners as well as the general public acknowledging his skill and ability. 
H e  allows nothing to interfere with the faithful performance of his professional 
duties, and the years have brought him substantial success. 

On September 17, 1884, in Elmwood, Dr. Cooper was united in marriage 
to Miss Lois M. Brown, a daughter of E. R. Brown of that place and a former 
banker prominently known as "the sage of  Elmwood." Three children were 
born to this marriage: hlarilla E.. who is a graduate of Elmwood high school, 
the Bradley Polytechnic Institute and the Oberlin College of Oberlin, Ohio, and 
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is now a teacher in the high school of this city; Hugh E., who is also a graduate 
of the Peoria high school, the Bradley Polytechnic Institute and of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago in the class of 1911, while at present he is a student in the 
Rush Medical College of Chicago; and Ruth L., who completed a course in the 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute and is now a student in the Xorthwestern Uni- 
versity at Evanston. 

While a resident of Elmwood Dr. Cooper served as president of the school 
board for  several years, and the cause of education has ever found in him a 
warn1 friend and stalwart champion, as is indicated by the liberal advantages 
given his children. H e  was also local health officer there for several years. 
H e  holds membership in the Congregational church. H e  belongs to the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows and to the Creve Coeur Club, and his profes- 
sional connections are y i th  the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois State 
Medical Society and the American Medical Association. H e  has held to high 
standards in his profession, has sought public welfare in his indorsement of 
progressive public measures and at all times has endeavored to conform his 
life to those principles which make for honorable manhood. 

JOHN WILLIAM LITTLE. 

John JYillianl Little was known as one of the leading landowners of central 
Illinois, for as he prospered in his undertakings he placed his capital in the safest 
of all investments-real estate. H e  was born in Hampshire county, West Vir- 
ginia, January 13, 1832, and lacked but one day of being seventy-eight years of 
age at the time of his death on the 12th of January, 1910. His parents were 
David C. and Anna (Harrison) Little, the former a native of West Virginia 
and the latter of Devonshire, England. The paternal grandfather was George 
Little, who was born in Scotland and after coming to America wedded a Miss 
Carlyle, who was born in Pennsylvania. In  the maternal line John W. Little 
zame of distinctively English ancestry, his grandfather being Robert Harrison, a 
native of Devonshire. 

In the schools of his native state John \V. Little pursued his education. 
Like many another young man he felt he might have better opportunities in a 
district removed from that in which he was reared and he wisely chose Peoria 
county as the scene in his future labors, reaching the city of Peoria on the 23d 
of illarch, 1853. The following day he located at Princeville, in Princeville 
township, where he purchased land and began farming, successfully cultivating 
his fields which year by year yielded good harvests.. H e  afterward spent ten 
years in farming in Iowa, but later returned to Illinois and was closely associated 
with agricultural interests in this state until 1899, in which year he located in 
Peoria. By strict attention to business, economy and industry he added con- 
tinually to his possessions, and became in time the owner of one thousand acres 
of valuable farm land which yielded him a most gratifying annual income. In  
1899 he retired from active life save for the supervision which he gave to his 
property, his holdings comprising both town and country real estate in and near 
Princeville and Peoria. 

On the 28th of March, 1855, occurred the marriage of Mr. Little and Miss 
Harriet Harrison, a daughter of James and Susan (Evans) Harrison, who were 
natives of England, and upon coming to America became residents of Virginia. 
Subsequently they removed westward to Peoria, and in.the early period of his 
residence in this part of the state the father followed farming. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Little were born four children, of whom Susan L. and Marion are deceased. 
The others are Lillie and Henry G., still residents of Peoria. 
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In his political views Mr. Little was a democrat. H e  studied the questions 
and issues of the day wit11 the purpose of casting an intelligent ballot in sup- 
port of the principles which he deemed of most value in good government, but 
he never sought nor desired office as a reward for party fealty. In Masonry he 
attained high rank, taking the thirty-second degree in the consistory and also 
becoming a member of the Mystic Shriners. He was likewise a member of the 
Odd Fellows for many years, and in his life exemplified the beneficent and help- 
ful spirit of these fraternities. In citizenship he was loyal, in friendship faith- 
ful, and in his home was a most devoted husband and father. His long life was 
an active, useful and honorable one, and was crowned with a success which re- 
wards earnest effort, keen discrimination and judicious investment. The pleasure 
of his success largely came to him through the fact that it enabled him to provide 
liberally for the members of his own household. 

MAX NEWMAN. 

When hlax Newman died in this city on May 8, 1906, the state of Illinois 
lost one of its pioneer residents, and the city of Peoria an upright, high-minded 
and sterling citizen and a thoroughly honest man. Max Newman's career was 
an exemplification of those qualities of character and heart which are the founda- 
tion of our national citizenship, and he left to his family the glorious tradition 
of an upright life and an honorable career. His descendants in Peoria today 
take pride in striving to attain his standards, and to live according to his ideals. 

Max Newman was born in the kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany, in 1834, 
and while still a resident of his native land, was appointed assistant United 
States consul for that kingdom by President Pierce. He came to America in 
1856, going immediately to Chicago, where he obtained a position as bookkeeper 
in a wholesale house and remained there until 1859, when he came to Peoria and 
entered into partnership with Harry Ullman, as a jobber of cigars and tobacco. 
They organized the business under the firm name of Newman & Ullman, under 
which name it continues today. I t  is one of the oldest original firms in the city, 
and is under the active management of Mr. Milton G. Newman, son of the 
subject of this sketch. It  is doing an extensive and rapidly growing cigar and 
tobacco business in the Two Hundred block, South Washington street, and the 
qualities of strict business integrity, honesty and fair dealing, which were the com- 
mercial standards of the father, have been handed down in honorable tradition 
to his son. 

Max Newman lived in America at a time when history was being made here. 
When the Civil war broke out in 1860, Mr. Newman was prevented from entering 
the service on account of his diminutive size, but his strict sense of duty and 
his loyalty to his adopted country, would not allow him to take advantage of this 
fact, and he paid a substitute eight hundred dollars to go in his place. Mr. New- 
man's loyal democratic political principles at that time brought him into personal 
contact with Stephen A. Douglas, and he became a warm friend of that mighty 
leader. His friendship with Robert G. Ingersoll is also a matter of record. 
Mr. Newman remained in the democratic party until 1896, when his convictions 
changed and he voted for McKinley, having differed with his democratic brethren 
on the currency question. 

On February 21, 1864, Max Newman was married in Peoria to Miss Rebecca 
Ullman, and to this union were born four sons and one daughter. Mr. New- 
marl was a member of Schiller Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and was entirely in- 
terested in the affairs of the Peoria Public Library. H e  was also one of the 
organizers of  the Cottage Hospital, now the John C. Proctor Hospital, was its 
first secretary and remained so up to the time of his death. He was a worthy 
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representative of the true type of an honorable and upright Jew, well versed 
in the history and tribulations of his race, and living according to the customs 
and decrees of his religion. He was a member of the congregation of Xnshai 
Emeth of which he was an oficer and a devout attendant up to the time of his 
death. H e  was interested in all kinds of benevolent and charitable work, and is 
remembered today by many of his less fortunate brethren \vho~n he helped along. 
The record of his life is the story of a worthy and honorable business career, 
of a life filled with the practice of many public and private virtues, and of a 
faith in the innate honesty of the world, kept green and alive by his unbounded 
charity, and his broad and high-minded character. 

IRA J. COVEY. 

Ira J. Covey, now a member of the Illinois state legislature from Peoria 
county, is well known in this city as a brilliant lawyer and a rising politician. 
H e  is a firm believer in republican principles and is at present beginning to be 
a power in the state as a leader in the republican party. His law offices in Peoria 
are in the Woolner building, where he carries on a general practice when his public 
duties allow him. He was born in Eelvidere, Eoone county, Illinois, October 
26, 1873. Three generations of Coveys have been residents of this state. The 
paternal grandfather of the subject of this sketch, Stephen Covey, came to Illi- 
nois in 1839, and located in Boone county, where the father of Ira J. Covey 
was born. 

Our subject spent his early boyhood in Eelvidere and went to the public 
schools of that city. H e  later attended the Illinois Wesleyan University at 
Bloomington, Illinois, from which he was graduated in 1893. His legal education 
was obtained under Judge Charles E. Fuller of Eelvidere, Illinois, and he was 
admitted to the bar in 1893. Later he came to Peoria, and entered upon the 
general practice of law, in association with his brother, Frank R. Covey. In 
1901 Frank Covey retired, and the firm was reorganized, with P. E. RIann as a 
partner, under the name of Covey, Mannl & Covey. This arrangement lasted 
for one year, when Mr. Mann retired and the firm again became Covey 6; Covey. 
Upon the election of Ira J. Covey to the legislature in 1910 George Campbell 
of Peoria entered the firm, and it became Covey, Campbell & Covey. They have 
offices in the Woolner building of this city, and are doing a flourishing business 
in all branches of law. Ever since he first entered upon active life, Ira J. Covey 
has shown a decided predilection for the duties of a political career. H e  is a 
stirring speaker, actively interested for the improvement of conditions, and can 
always be depended upon to cast his vote on the right side in a political controversy. 
H e  served for five years as a member of the republican central committee for 
Peoria township, and later was active on the county and city committees. In 
April, 1907, he was elected to the Peoria city council, of which body he was the 
recognized leader on the republican side. H e  served in this body until after his 
election to the legislature in 1910, and has served the public in that capacity ever 
since. Ira J. Covey is not a mere partisan politician. He is an intelligent, active 
and broad-minded man, keenly desirous of doing his best toward the promotion 
of good and efficient government. H e  is a man of high ideals, and lofty prin- 
ciples, and is a practical agent of good in his chosen field of activity. In  his 
career in the state legislature he has shown himself to be a man of independence, 
a believer in righteous causes, and as good a politician as he is a lawyer. 

On June 27, 1899, Ira  J. Covey was united ~ I I  marriage to Miss Alta F. Lin- 
nell, and they became the parents of four children: Linnell, Marion, Ira J., junior 
and Thirza E. Both Mr. and Mrs. Covey are well known socially in Peoria and 
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are prominent members of the Union Congregational church. Mr. Covey is still 
a young man and comparatively new in political activity, but he has already 
made his presence felt in the circles in which he moves, and his political efforts, 
and aspirations as well as his public accomplishments have that dignity of honest 
purpose, and the commanding weight of high and unswerving independence, 
which is true statesmanship. 

HERMAN GUSTAVE TRAUTVETTER. 

Herman Gustave Trautvetter is another of those sterling citizens, which 
Germany has given to the new world. Although he himself was a native Peorian, 
his father was born in the fatherland, and brought to the new country the sturdy 
and common-sense virtues which are the foundations of the greatness of the old. 
Herman G. Trautvetter is at present head of the Peoria Collection Agency, and 
is doing a very successful business along that line, yet the great love and ambi- 
tion of  his life lies in the direction of music. He is an accon~plished pianist, 
and has gained a reputation through Illinois for his brilliant and original musical 
compositions. 

Herman G. Trautvetter was born in Peoria, July 22, 1873, in an old house on 
Chestnut street back of the historic old Eallance property. His father, Chris- 
tian Trautvetter was a native of Germany, and an old time Peoria pioneer. H e  
was passionately fond of music, and an accomplished piano and violin player, 
attainments which he transmitted to his son. His wife. Ernestine Nitschke, 
mother of the subject of this sketch, was a native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Herman Trautvetter received his early education in the grade schools of Peoria, 
and later attended Herr Peter IHand's school, where he obtained quite a repu- 
tation for his proficiency in German and nlathematics. At the age of twenty- 
one, pursuing his growing ambition for a musical career, he went to Chicago, 
where for some time he studied in Icimball Hall, showing remarkable talent upon 
the piano. I t  was during this period that he did most of his composing, pub- 
lishing a great number of instrumental compositions, and gaining a reputation 
throughout Illinois as a musician of rare originality and ability. Herman Traut- 
vetter is a true lover of music, and his fondness for the art is based upon an 
expert knowledge of its technique and a keen appreciation of  its beauties. The 
musical profession lost a man of brilliant talent, and a composer of more than 
ordinary ability, when Mr. Trautvetter was obliged to leave its ranks. There 
was, however, sufficient cause for his desertion of a profession, where the keen- 
est interest and ambition of his life lay. When he finislled his musical course 
in Chicago, Mr. Trautvetter returned to Peoria, with the purpose of gaining his 
livelihood by teaching music, and of devoting his spare time to original com- 
position. But no pupils came, and activity in musical lines seemed to be at a 
standstill in this city. Mr. Trautvetter spent two months. hoping against hope, 
and then realizing that he must devote his time to more lucrative employment, 
he entered the collecting business, in which he has been engaged since that time. 
His first position was with the firm of the F. H .  Putnam Coal Company, who 
hired him for twenty dollars a month to collect their outstanding accounts. He 
did such good work, and had such quick success in this line, that it was not long 
before he added Dr. T. J. hlcIlvaine to his list of clients and during the next 
three months made a remarkable record as a quick and efficient collector. H e  
soon established a collection agency on his own account, known as the Peoria 
Collection Agency, and his success since that time has been quick and sure. 
Mr. ~ rau tve t tk r  is now at the head of the largest agency of its kind in the city, 
and his rapid rise in the business is undoubtedly due to his personal qualities 
of energy, politeness, and hard work. His list of clients is large, and embraces 
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every business, trade and profession, in the city. Mr. Trautvetter has not let 
this success interfere in any way with his love for music, and he retains all his 
old-time proficiency as an instrun~entalist and composer. IVhat the musical 
world lost when hlr. Trautvetter left it, the business world of Peoria gained. 

WILLIS P. CONRAD. 

Willis P. Conrad, who since the 5th of July, 1911, has held the office of 
sewer superintendent for the city of Peoria, and is well known as an active 
worker in republican ranks, was here born in 1873 and is a representative of 
one of the old families of Cincinnati. His grandfather, Jacob Conrad, started 
out at an early age and his father, William Conrad, who was born in Ohio, came 
to Cincinnati in young manhood. H e  married l l iss  Lizzie Schuers, a native of 
Illinois, and they became the parents of three children, two daughters and a son: 
Margaret, now deceased: Anna, the wife of J. H. blonroe; and Willis P. 

Spending his youthful days in his parent's home the son pursued his education 
in the public schools and in Crown's Business College, in which he pursued a 
comnlercial course. H e  then joined his father, who was engaged in the street 
sprinkling business, and was so engaged for about twelve years, after which he 
retired although his father continued in the same line. Willis P. Conrad then 
became connected \vith the Onken Laundry Company, but severed his relations 
therewith to take up the duties of his present position as sewer superintendent 
for the city of Peoria, to which office he n7as appointed on the 5th of July, 1911. 
H e  is doing excellent work in this connection and it is an important part of the 
service-how important no one can realize save those whose scientific knowledge 
gives them an understanding of the fiends of disease which might be let loose 
upon the community were the \vork inadequately performed. hlr. Conrad's ap- 
pointment came to him through a republican administration. H e  has always 
been a stalwart advocate of the principles of the party, an active worker in its 
ranks and for years was a committeeman from the fourth ward. 

In 1898 occurred the marriage of Mr. Conrad and Miss Susie Hixtable, of 
Peoria, a daughter of John Hixtable, a contractor of that city. Unto them have 
been born three children, Harvey, Willis and Rhea. The family attend the Con- 
gregational church and Mr. Conrad holds men~bership with the Knights of Pythias 
and the Modern Woodmen of America. That his life has been well spent has 
been indicated by the fact that many of his warmest friends are those who have 
known him from his boyhood to the present. 

ILLINOIS FREE EMPLOYMENT BUREAU. 

The 1lli.nois Free Eillployn~ent Eureau has been an institution in Peoria for 
many years, and has done wonderful work along its lines of activity, giving 
employment free of expense to many thousands of working men and women 
every year. I t  is in charge of John \V. Kimsey as superintendent, and Peter 
Lulay as assistant superintendent. Both are Peorians of many years' residence 
and are well known in various circles in this city. 

The office at Peoria was established eleven years ago, and has done remark- 
able work according to the recent annual report. Of the six offices in the state 
of Illinois, Peoria proportionately has done its full share and has rendered aid 
to hundreds of worthy applicants for suggested employment, and has materially 
benefited hundreds of employers who desired labor of an efficient type. I t  has 
often supplied employers with a large number of helpers on reinarkably short 
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notice. There is no underestimating the work of these employment bureaus under 
state direction and control, and enough can never be said of the good accomplished 
at the office in Peoria, under the charge of Mr. John Kimsey and Mr. Peter Lulay. 

From Mr. Kimsey's ninth annual report for the year ending September 30, 
1909, the following figures are interesting: The total expenses of the bureau 
for the year ending September 30, 1909, were only $1,358.13. At this sinall 
expense, the bureau secured positions for forty-six thousand, five hundred and 
fifty-six men, out of fifty-two thousand, two hundred and sixteen who filed 
applications for en~ployn~ent. The number of male applications filed and left 
unfilled, was only five thousand, six hundred and sixty. Forty-nine thousand, 
three hundred and thirty-seven men filed applications for help with the bureau 
during the year, and at the end of 1909, only two thousand, seven hundred and 
eighty-one were left unaided. Out of a total file of nineteen thousand, three 
hundred and eighty-three female applications for employment, the bureau filled 
sixteen thousand, one hundred and two positions, and left three thousand, two 
hundred and eighty-one unfilled. In the year ending September 30, 1909, nine- 
teen thousand, SIX hundred and nine women filed applications for help, of which 
all but three thousand, five hundred and seven were helped. 

Mr. Kimsey, the superintendent of the Peoria bureau has been known for 
years as one of the county's leading public officials. H e  has resided in Peoria 
and Richwoods township, and recently served four years most acceptably as 
sheriff of Peoria county. H e  was appointed to his present position as superin- 
tendent of the Peoria bureau by Governor Deneen. 

Peter Lulay, the assistant superintendent in the Peoria office, was born in 
this city, and is a young man of ability and energy. H e  served a term as alder- 
man in the Peoria city council. H e  holds his present position under appoint- 
ment of Governor Deneen of Illinois. 

WARREN S U T L I F F  

Warren Sutliff is a member of the firm of Sutliff & Case Company, whole- 
sale druggists, secretary and treasurer of the Peoria Life Insurance Company, 
president of the Commercial Travelers Loan and Homestead Associatio~l of 
Peoria, and a director of the First National Eank and the Savings Eank of  
Peoria. H e  has resided in this city continuously since the 31st of August, 1875, 
and each succeeding year has marked his advancement in the business world, 
for he has never feared to venture where opportunity has led the way nor 
failed to put forth the utmost possible effort a t  any given point of his career. 
H e  had no special advantages a t  the outset and in fact encountered some dif- 
ficulties and obstacles that do not fall to the lot of all, but notwithstanding 
these he has worked his way steadily upward and today occupies a conspicuous 
and honorable position as a foremost business man of his adopted city. He 
was born in Terre Haute, Indiana, July I ,  1848, and is a son of Theron and 
Emily (St .  Clair) Sutliff, who at the time of the birth of their son Warren 
were living on the site of the present postoffice of Terre Haute. Their place, 
however, was then a farm. The boy was reared in that city and attended the 
local schools. Early in life he thought to become a physician and began the 
study of medicine, but after a short time changed his plans and entered the 
railroad service as an employe of the Vandalia Railroad Company. For fifteen 
years he remained on that road and on the Rock Island railroad, working his 
way upward to the position of passenger conductor. For eight years he ran 
out of Peoria over the Rock Island, coming to this city in 1875 and serving 
as passenger conductor for eight years, o r  until 1883. H e  was ambitious, how- 
ever, to enter a field o f  business that would give him broader opportunities and 
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in that year he turned his attention to the physicians' supply business, forming 
a partnership with M. W. Schultz in the establishment of the first enterprise of 
this kind in the United States. Their house was originally conducted under 
the firm style of M. W. Schultz & Company, at No. 118 Korth Adams street. 
After about two years Mr. Sutliff purchased his partner's interest and a year 
later, or in 1886, was joined by E. J. Case, forming the present firm of Sutliff 
& Case. Gradually they developed their enterprise into a wholesale drug busi- 
ness, which is one of the most important undertakings of this character in Illi- 
nois. The growth of the trade has resulted from their progressive enterprise 
and reliable business methods, and success in this undertaking has enabled Mr. 
Sutliff to extend his efforts along other lines, all of which have profited by his 
cooperation. He is now well known in the insurance field as secretary and 
treasurer of the Peoria Life Insurance Company and also operates in financial 
circles as president of the Commercial Travelers' Loan Association .of Peoria, 
and as a director of the First National Bank and the Savings Bank of Peoria. 
Nor is he unknown in industrial circles, for he is president of the Best ilianu- 
facturing Company, owners of a large planing mill. He is forceful and re- 
sourceful in business and whenever one avenue of opportunity seems closed 
seeks out another path which leads to the desired goal. 

Mr. Sutliff was married in Peoria to Miss Bessie F. MacLee, of this city, 
where she was born and reared. Her father was a potter by trade. Mr. Sutliff 
is a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he .has attained high rank. 
H e  has reached the Knight Templar degree in the York Rite, the thirty-second 
degree in the consistory and is now potentate of Mohammed Temple of the 
Mystic Shrine. H e  is also a past commander of Peoria commandery and is 
recognized as one of the prominent representatives of the fraternity in this city 
and widely known in the order throughout the state. He belongs to the Creve 
Coeur Club and the Illinois Valley Yacht Club--organizations which indicate 
something of the nature of his interests and recreations. His political allegiance is 
given to the republican party and he has t\\rice represented the fourth ward on 
the board of aldermen. H e  is also one of the board of directors of the Peoria 
Association of Commerce, in which connection he is doing effective work for 
the benefit, upbuilding and improvement of the city and the exploitation of its 
resources. It  is a well known fact that exercise and effort develop power and 
thus it has been in the business career of Mr. Sutliff. He has found in the 
faithful performance of each day's duties the strength and courage for the 
labors of the succeeding day and out of the struggle with small opportunities 
he has come finally into a field of broad and active influence and usefulness. 

J O H N  A. ONYUN. 

Peoria claims John A. Onyun as a citizen, although he is at present a resident 
of Washington, D. C., where he occupies the position of proofreader in the 
Government Printing Office. Mr. Onyun has always been prominent in trade 
circles of Peoria county, and has been actively identified with the printing busi- 
ness in different capacities since 1865. H e  was born September 24, 1849, in 
Greenbush (now Rensselaer), New York, the son of Addison and Mary Onyun. 
His father was born in West Dedharn, Massachusetts, in 1812, and his mother 
was a native of Ireland, John Onyun's education was begun in the public schools 
of New York, and when his family removed to Illinois, it was continued in the 
schools o f .  that state. H e  learned the printing trade and commenced work a t  
it in June, 1865, at Lacon, Illinois. H e  temporarily abandoned the business in 
July, 1573, to become a letter carrier a t  Peoria, in which occupation he con- 
tinued until November IS, 1886. H e  was connected with the publication of one 
daily and a weekly paper in this state. 

Vl I. 11-1 '7 
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Mr. Onyun takes an intelligent interest in his trade, and for many years was 
prominently connected with its various organizations. H e  was successively vice 
president, chairman of the executive committee, recording secretary, financial 
secretary, treasurer and secretary-treasurer of the Peoria Typographical Union, 
No. 29, and from these positions he advanced to active participation in the af- 
fairs of the state organization, holding the position of secretary-treasurer of the 
Illinois State Typographical Union for  thirteen years. He resigned this office 
to take a position in the Government Printing Office in Washington, D. C., in 
1901, where he has since been employed. 

Mr. Onyun is a republican in politics and holds membership in the Republican 
Club of Washington, D. C. Fraternally he belongs to the Knights of Pythias, 
and holds membership in the Loyal Americans of the Republic. 

Mr. Onyun was married in Peoria, December 25, 1873, to Miss Lucie A. 
Burns. a daughter of David Eurns of this city. Mrs. Onyun was a native of 
Peoria, having been born here in 1851. Her father came to this city from Colum- 
bus county, Ohio, in the early '40s, and is still living here at the ripe old age 
of ninety-one years. Mrs. Onyun's mother was a native of England, who came 
to Peoria in 1835, Mr. Onyun and his wife are the parents of four children: 
Jessie A., the wife of John T.  RIoran, a contractor of Peoria; Clarence A., who 
married Anna Hubbell, and is living in Washington, D. C. ; Archie R., now in 
charge of the news bureau for the Washington (D. C.) Times, at Alesandria, 
Virginia; and Rolla G., a graduate of the McKinley Manual Training School 
of Washington. 

Mr. Onyun is a printer, thoroughly acquainted with the details of his trade, 
and standing high in the esteem of his colaborers. He has applied his native 
intelligence to the mastery of his chosen occupation, and his success is evidenced 
in the position which he now occupies in the government employ. 

COLONEL S. 0. TRIPP.  

Military circles are well represented in Peoria by Colonel S. 0 .  Tripp, now 
an assistant quartermaster general in the Illinois Xational Guard, with which he 
has been prominently connected since December I ,  1878. Colonel Tripp has been 
identified with military affairs in this state and in the United States army during 
all of his active life, and is well known in this city as a kindly, courageous and 
patriotic man. He was born in Cooperstown, New York, November 8, 1860, and 
his military career began when he enlisted in Company B, Seventh Infantry, 
Illinois National Guards, then known as the Veteran Light Guards, on Decem- 
ber I, 1878. He retained his connection with this organization until 1882, serv- 
ing his last year 1881-1882 as ordilance sergeant of the Seventh regiment. He en- 
listed in the United States army, Company K, Fourth United States Infantry ir_ 
1882, and remained until February 27, 1887, when he received his honorable 
discharge at Fort Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, after five years' service, during which he 
had participated in some very interesting campaigns on the western frontier 
where the Indian tribes were at that time in an unsettled and more or less 
troublesome condition. 

After his discharge from the United States army, Colonel Tripp returned to 
Peoria, and on June I ,  1887, organized Company L, Fifth Infantry, Illinois Ka- 
tional Guard, and was mustered into the service of the state, as captain of that 
organization, in which capacity, he continued to serve until January 7, 1891, 
when he was elected and comn~issioned major of the Fifth Infantry, Illinois 
National Guard, in recognition of his signal and able services in the organiza- 
tion and upbuilding of the regiment. During his residence in Peoria Colonel 
Tripp has organized a mounted military troop called the Peoria Hussars. Colonel 
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Tripp has always been interested in horseback riding, and this Hussar organiza- 
tion was an outgrowth of his love for  that exercise. He resigned his cominission 
as major of the Fifth Infantry, Illinois National Guard, to accept the position 
of Captain of his Peoria Hussars, and he continued to command this organization 
until it disbanded in 1898 in consequence of an act of the state legislature, which 
prohibited independent military organizations parading with arms, which were 
at that time more popular in the state than the organized militia. 

On January 15, 1899, Governor John R. Tanner authorized Major S. 0. 
Tripp to organize a troop of cavalry to become a part of the militia of the state 
of Illinois, and promised him such a troop for the city of Peoria. This cavalry 
troop was mustered into the state service on June IS, 18gg, as Troop G, First 
Cavalry, Illinois National Guard, with major Tripp as captain. He served in 
this capacity until June I ,  1903, when he was con~n~issioned lieutenant colonel 
and chief inspector of rifle practice on the staff of Brigadier-General James G. 
Smith, who was then serving as adjutant general of the state of Illinois. Colonel 
Tripp continued in this position until July 6, 1906, when he voluntarily retired 
from the state service and nras placed upon the retired list as lieutenant colonel. 
His retirement lasted only two years. Army life and military company called 
loudly to him and on January 31, 1908, he was again commissioned major and 
chief quarteriz~aster on the staff of Brigadier-General Edward Kittilsen, the 
commanding general of the Third Brigade, and he continued to serve in this 
capacity until January I ,  1910, when he received the appointment as colonel and 
assistant qt~arterillaster general, on the staff of Hon. Charles S. Deneen, governor 
of Illinois, a permanent position which placed him on duty in the office of the 
adjutant general at the state capitol, in charge of the supply department in issu- 
ing stores to the state troops and in custody of the war department docun~ents, 
relative to arms and equipment. Colonel Tripp has made a record for efficiency 
and carefulness in this position, and his long military service and his personal 
contact with army conditions have made him peculiarly fitted to carry on the 
work. 

Colonel Tripp is one of the organizers of the Regular Army and Navy Union 
of the United States, which is made up of enlisted men of both the United 
States Army and the United States Navy. The only requirement is that the 
candidate shall have served honorably in either the army or navy for five years 
or  more. Colonel Tripp was twice elected senior vice national commander of 
this union, and was appointed by the commander in chief to make an inspection 
of all the organizations comprising the national command. This duty was ably 
performed during the season of 1894. 

Colonel Tripp is a republican in politics and was for seventeen years a mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the republican county central committee of 
Peoria county. He was a delegate to the national conventions at Philadelphia 
which nominated President McKinley and President Roosevelt, and was at the 
national convention at Chicago in the capacity of assistant sergeant at arms. At 
the inauguration of President Taft  in IVasl~ington, March 4,  1 9 9 ,  Colonel Tripp 
was aide on the staff of the chief marshal. H e  has acted as delegate to state re- 
publican conventions on various occasions. Colonel Tripp is also prominent in 
local politics, was captain of police under Mayor Miles from 1893 to 1895, and 
criminal deputy sheriff in the office of the state's attorney of Peoria county from 
1895 to 1898. H e  also held the office of deputy United States marshal1 in charge 
of the Southern division of the Northern district of Illinois for thirteen years, 
from January I ,  1898, to Afay I ,  1910. Fraternally Colonel Tripp is an active 
worker in the Uniform Rank of Odd Fellows, and has also filled the position as 
colonel of both the Third and Fourth Regiments of Patriot Militant and was vice 
president of the department council of that order. He is a member of the Peoria 
Lodge of Elks and is a past exalted ruler of that organization and a life member. 
He belongs to the Grand Lodge of Elks of the United States. H e  is prominent 
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in the Creve Coeur Club and other social organizations in this city, and has 
hu~ldreds of friends in Peoria, which his genial and upright character haye 
won for him during his years of residence here. 

In 1886 Colonel Tripp married Miss Pauline White and they became the 
parents of two children : one daughter, Almaretta E. Tripp, and one son, Alphot~so 
E. Tripp. Colonel Tripp has made this city his permanent home since 1878, but 
he and his family are now residing temporarily in Springfield, Illinois, in fulfilI- 
ment of the requirements of his present position, as assistant cluartermaster general 
of the state of Illinois, Colonel Tripp, during his long term in the service of his 
country and state, has proved himself an able, active and energetic man, with a 
talent for organizing, building up and keeping together the men under his 
charge. H e  is a typical military man, proud of the army, dignifying his posi- 
tion in it, loyal to his state and loving his country as a true American should 

JOHN R. HILLIARD. 

I t  has beea said that "an honest man is the noblest work of God." Public 
opinion is agreed that few men have displayed a higher sense of business in- 
tegrity than John R. Hilliard, for at all times his commercial transactions were 
straightforward and honorable, no one ever losing a dollar through him. I le  was 
at one time quite largely interested in coal lands and there were periods of both 
prosperity and adversity in his life, but neither were allowed to warp his kindly 
nature or to lower his ideals. H e  was born June S, 1818, in Piqua, Ohio, and died 
on the 5th of January,  goo. His parents were Joseph and Sara11 (Reed) Hill- 
iard, The father was born in a log cabin in Piclua, Ohio, where his father had 
settled in the latter part of the eighteenth century, the family being pioneers 
of that locality and farming people closely identified with the agricultural devel- 
opment of that region. 

John R. Hilliard acquired his early education in Piqua and later attended 
school in Cincinnati and in Philadelphia, where he studied civil engineering. He 
devoted his time to the mastery of that course until he attained his majority, 
when he returned home and became superintendent of railroad construction, 
building the first railroad between Columbus, Ohio, and Logansport, Indiana. 
For thirty years he was thus connected with railway building and in 1871 he 
came to Peoria, where he superintended the construction of the old Peoria 8: 
Rock Island Railroad and remained as superintendent of the line for many years. 
When the Peoria Pr Pekin Union Railroad of Peoria went into the hands of a 
receiver he was appointed to the position and managed the affairs of the company 
until all business and interests were adjusted. H e  afterward made investments 
in coal lands in Wesley City and continued to own coal properties until his 
death. 

Mr. Hilliard was twice married. After losing his first wife he was mar- 
ried on the 12th of April, 1571, to Sallie R. Mattox, a daughter of Absalom and 
Druscilla Ann Mattox, of Springfield, Ohio, who were natives of Virginia. Fol- 
lowing their removal to the middle west the father engaged in the dry-goods 
business in Springfield, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Hilliard had three children: Helen 
M., who is now a teacher in the Irving school of Peoria; Sallie R. and Caroline, 
both of whom are deceased. While living in Piqua, Mr. Hilliard held member- 
ship in the Presbyterian church. H e  was a strict temperance man, firm in his 
convictions and loyal in his beliefs. H e  was one of the most enthusiastic mem- 
bers of the first Commercial Association organized for the advancement of the 
business, social and moral interests of Peoria. In politics he was a republican 
and took an active and helpful interest in the work of his party but never sought 
office. A man of high character, his life was ever actuated by noble principles. 
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Although he met with reverses and difiiculties in his coal business, he valued 
more his honor than he did his wealth and no one ever lost a dollar through his 
transactions. His integrity was unassailable and justice was one of his firm and 
unyielding traits. H e  was a man of modest and retiring disposition but he 
toolc great interest in the welfare of the city and did much for its betterment and 
advancement along many lines. 

DANIEL J. GORMAN. 

Daniel J. Gornlan who for nearly fourteen years has been in the service of 
the Peoria Railway Conlpany on the city lines of Peoria, is prominently identified 
with the circles of federated labor, not only in the city but in the state and nation. 
He has been president of the Association of Street and Electric Railway Em- 
ployes of America practically ever since its organization, and he is vice president 
of the Illinois State Federation of Labor. Mr. Gornlan is a native of this state, 
his birth having occurretl at Ottawa on the 15th of May, 1876, and a son of 
Thomas Gorman, a building mover. 

In the accluirenlent of his education Daniel J. Gorman attended the public 
scl~ools until he was nine years of age, when he began earning his own living. 
He was first employed in a bottle factory of his native city, but at the expiration 
of a year withdrew from this position and went to work in a brickyard, being 
employed there and in various other minor capacities until 1891. In  the latter 
year he went to Omaha, Kebraska, to work for the Murphy, Wasey Chair 
Manufacturing Company, continuing in their service for four years. Later he 
learned the painter's trade, which he followed in Omaha until 1898. In the 
latter year he returned to Illinois, settling in Peoria, and subsequently entered the 
service of the Peoria Railway Company as motorman on one of the city's lines. 
Later he was made barn foreman but subsequently again was put on one of 
the city runs. 

Ever since he was old enough to be capable of forming an independent 
opinion, Mr. Gorman has strongly championed the cause of amalgamated labor. 
H e  is a strong union man, believing that the highest interests of the individual 
laborer necessitate the organization and united efforts of the entire trade or  
craft toward the accomplishment of a definite end, while the rights of the work- 
ing people at large are protected and advanced through the coalescence of all 
of the orders. H e  was one of the first members of the Association of Street 
and Electric Railway Employes of America and six months after its organization 
was made president of the order, and has ever since been the incumbent of that 
office. For the past two years he has been vice president of the Illinois State 
Federation of Labor, and was but recently reelected by acclamation to the same 
office. H e  is held in high regard in labor circles because of his loyalty and untir- 
ing efforts in promoting the interests of the working man. 

Omaha, Nebraska, was the scene of Mr. Gorman's marriage on the 12th of 
January, 1598, to Miss RIaud Van Ness, a daughter of Ralph Van Ness, a land- 
scape gardener of that city., and they have become the parents of the following 
children : Marie, who will soon be thirteen years of age ; Irene, who is eleven ; 
Ruth, who has celebrated the ninth anniversary of her birth; Daniel J., Jr., who is 
anticipating his eighth birthday; and Ethel, who has but recently passed the 
fourth anniversary of her birth. 

Mr. Gorman is a member of the Foresters, llloose and the Peoria Social 
Athletic. Society, while his political indorsement is given to the democratic party. 
H e  is a public-spirited man and takes an active interest in all municipal affairs, 
and has represented the interests of the first ward in the city council since 1910. 
Mr. Gorman has many friends in Peoria and a strong following, particularly 
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anlong the laboring classes to whose interests he is ever loyal, always being pre- 
pared to champion their cause and protect their rights at the opportune time. 
He is a man of much inherent ability, modern in thought, humane in his instincts 
and sharing in truly advanced intelligent ideas. Having begun his independent 
career before his tenth year, his struggle with the world has developed an acute 
mentality and endowed him with the faculty of quickly and accurately coming 
to a definite estimate of his fellow beings. Practically self-educated, he is a man 
of independent thought and views, yet sufficiently broad to accept new theories 
and possesses enough strength of character to live up to his convictions. He 
applies himself energetically to anything he undertakes, discharging his duties 
with efficiency in whatever capacity he may be serving. His strong individuality, 
determination of purpose and power to direct and control others well qualifies 
him for leadership. Naturally a man endowed with such qualities must make 
a success of anything he undertakes. Mr. Gorman is yet a young man and his 
present achievements would be highly creditable to one who had started life under 
far more favorable circumstances. 

KINNETT,  

Dr. William E. Kinnett, a leading representative of the medical profession 
in Peoria, has practiced here for the past seven years and maintains his offices 
in the Masonic Temple. His birth occurred in Ilamilton county, Ohio, on the 
3d of July, 1849, his parents being William and Ann (Brown) Kinnett. The 
father, who was one of the pioneer agriculturists of that county, passed away 
in 1883 when seventy-five years of age. His remains were interred a t  Elmwood 
cemetery in Yorkville, Illinois, where his wife was also buried after her de- 
mise in 1886. The family is of French origin and first came to the United 
States by way of Canada. 

William E. Kinnett acquired his early education in the country schools and 
subsequently continued his studies in a normal school, after which he followed 
the profession of teaching for four years. On the expiration of that period he 
entered the Eclectic Medical Institute, now the Eclectic Medical College, which 
institution conferred upon him the degree of M. D. in 1876. Locating for 
practice at Palmer, Illinois, he there continued for three years and then went to 
Jlinier, this state, where he remained for one year. In 1880 he went to York- 
ville, there practicing his profession continuously and successfully for a quarter 
of a century. In 1905 he opened an affice in Peoria and this city has since re- 
mained the scene of his professional labors, but he is known by reputation 
throughout almost the entire country. H e  is a member of the Illinois State 
Eclectic Medical Society and was its secretary for twenty-four years, and is 
now its president, and also belongs to the National Eclectic Medical Association, 
of which he served as president, for one year and secretary for three years. H e  
was also recently elected the chief executive officer of the American Associa- 
tion of Orificial Surgeons. 

Dr. Kinnett has been married twice. At Virden, Illinois, he wedded Miss 
Mary E. Cave, who passed away in 1886 and was buried at Yorkville. She left 
two children, namely: Iva J., who is district manager for the Rambler auto- 
mobile in Texas and Louisiana; and Lily D., who is the wife of Alvah L. Hill, 
a pharmacist of Geneva, Illinois. In 1887, at Yorltville, Illinois, Dr. Kinnctt 
was again married, his second union being with Miss Elizabeth R. Austin, a 
daughter of J. N. and Sarah Austin. Her  father was a capitalist. 

In  politics Dr. Kinnett is a republican, believing firmly in the principles of 
that party. H e  is a Master Mason, a member of the Eastern Star and patron 
of the Electa Chapter. H e  is also a member of the Modern Woodmen of 
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America and the Royal Neighbors. His residence at No. 802 Fourth avenue is 
a favorite resort with many friends of the family. His general thought is 
clliefly given to his professional duties, which he discharges with a sense of con- 
scientious obligation. His labors are the exponent of the highest attainment 
in medical knowledge and skill, and he is continually promoting his efficiency 
by the most thorough research and investigation. 

WILLIAM E. HULL. 

William E. Hull, who is known to everybody in Peoria and to his many 
friends throughout the state as "Ed," has won recognition, as a builder of val- 
uable enterprises, as a factor in the growth and development of Peoria. H e  
possesses rare powers of organization and administration and, moreover, he 
has a large fund of that quality of common sense which is too often lacking. 
The worlc that he has accomplished in behalf of municipal welfare and up- 
building marks him as a man of public spirit and he stands today as one of the 
greatest individual forces in municipal expansion, his well directed and cen- 
tralized energies, based upon broad-mindedness and liberality, being regarded 
as a public asset. New industries within the borders of Peoria owe their ex- 
istence to him and he has given new impetus to business achievement through 
advanced and progressive ideas. The community pays this debt to him in uni- 
versal honor and esteem. 

The traditions of the early training of the farm boy and the habits formed 
in an environment where early rising and strenuous labor are factors of the 
everyday life, have been brought by Mr. Hull into his activity in citizenship 
and his efforts for the betterment and development of municipal interests. He 
was born in Lewjston, Fulton county, Illinois, in 1866, and is a son of Captain 
William Wesley and Mary A. Hull, who were married in that city in 1864. The 
first Hull of this line in America is thought to have been another Captain Hull, 
who won fame on Lake Erie during the War of 1812. His direct descendant 
and the first of the name in Illiilois was Phillip Hull, grandfather of William 
E. Hull, who removed with his family from Liclcing county, Ohio, to a farni 
near Smithfield, Fulton county, Illinois. Reir~g a firm believer in education, 
Phillip Hull built a tiny log schoolhouse on his land and this, known as Hull's 
schooll~ouse, afterward became famous as a place for brilliant debates and pub- 
lic meetings. I t  still stands as one of the landmarks of the pioneer period. 
IVillian~ Wesley Hull, the father of \Villiam E. Hull, did honorable service dur- 
ing the Civil war as captain of Company H ,  Seventeenth Illinois Volunteer In -  

, fantry, and after the close of hostilities returned to Lewiston, where he be- 
came a prominent figure in local political circles. 

W,;illiarn E. Hull, in early life showed a strong leaning toward politics and 
business. H e  was discerning enough to  see that the first requisite for success 
was a good education and at a time when a high-school course was considered 
hy most people as quite sufficient preparation for life's duties and responsibili- 
ties he determined to obtain the advantages of college training. Accordingly, 
after leaving the Lewiston high school he entered the Illinois College at Jack- 
sonville, where he acquitted himself with great credit'. While attending there 
he was a college mate of former Governor Yates and of William Jennings 
Bryan. From the time he left college Mr. Hull's political success was remark- 
able. His first position was that of assistant postmaster of Lewiston, to which 
he was appointed in 1884. As one of the founders of the Joe Fifer Young 
Men's Republican Club of that city he employed all his talent for work and or- 
ganization and made it an effective force in local politics of that time. His ap- 
pointment by republican authority to the position of government gauger in 1890 



364 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

obliged him to change his residence to Peoria, where he has since lived. Hi.; 
poIitical zeal remained unabated. H e  worked continuously and always success- 
fully for the republican party in the city and state and by his efforts changed 
the old democratic third ward into a republican stronghold. In 1894 the four- 
teenth congressional district was slated to go democratic in the election. The 
district had been carved out for that purpose. William E. Hull was at that 
time secretary of the Peoria county republican central committee and chairman 
of the fourteenth congressional district. There were enormous odds against 
him but he threw his great capacity for hard work, his tireless energy and his 
faith in his cause into the struggle, and the victory which he won was brilliant. 
The democratic district went republican, the entire republican county ticlcet 
being elected with one exception. Mr. Graff was elected to congress for the 
first of his long series of terms, and hlr. Hull's political supremacy was ac- 
knowledged and strengthened. In 1898, after having again served as secretary 
of the republican county committee with his usual success. Mr. Hull was ap- 
pointed by President McKinley as postmaster of the city of Peoria. H e  brought 
to this office industry, intelligence and keen business instinct. He made many 
improvements during his term of service, increased the clerical and carrier 
forces, established the free delivery service in the suburbs, increased the num- 
ber of substations in the city and had charge of the establishing of the first com- 
plete county free rural delivery system in the state, this being also one of the 
first systems of its kind in the country. In acl<nowledgment of these services 
and in col~sideration of the able management of the department during his in- 
cumbency President Roosevelt appointed Mr. Hull postmaster for a second 
term of four years. 

Outside of his political life Mr. Hull has been a remarkably successful bus- 
iness man. H e  is one of the most prominent figures in Peoria today and his 
activities have been directed along expanding and progressive lines. The beau- 
tiful and'luxuriously appointed Jefferson Hotel, erected in 1912, stands as a 
monument to his business and executive ability and the high quality of his public 
spirit. This building, which fills a long-felt need in Peoria, came into exist- 
ence largely as the result of his efforts. After the ground had been purchased 
and the promoters of the enterprise had failed to make any material progress 
toward the completion of the plans the business men and the press of Peoria 
prevailed upon M,r. Hull to take up the building of what is no\v one of the fin- 
est hotels in the country, offering every comfort to the traveling public. 'Clihen 
the oi-ganization had been perfected with Mr. Hull at the head he bent his en- 
ergies to the accomplishment of the task to which he brought a keen knowledge 
of men in his selection of coworkers. H e  chose as his active aids some of the 
most prominent and important business men in the city and to their harinoni- 
ous cooperation much of the success of the .enterprise is due. His powers of 
making well formulated plans and his ability to secure their execution are evi- 
denced by the fact that within ten days after the beginning of his campaign for 
funds he was able to announce that the hotel would be built during the winter 
and would be open in February, 1912. Upon the 6th of that month he made 
good his word and the doors of one of the handsomest and finest hotels in 
the state were throtvn open to the public. Mr. Hull in his speech upon the 
opening night said: "It has been my right at times to be prominent in enter- 
prises and consequently I have had at different times credit that should not al- 
together have been given to me. In this enterprise there are nlany others and 
among them I think I would not be paying mv debt unless I called the atten- 
tion of the public to the fact that my partner, Mr. Arthur Lehmann, sl~ould he 
given an equal amount of credit with myself and others. I want also to call 
your attention to two men who in my judqment deserve equal credit with any 
of us and who have worked day and night in promoting this enterprise. I refer 
to Mr. John McDowell and Mr. George Jobst, who represent the best brand 
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of Peoria's business citizenship." This speech was characteristic of l l r .  Hull 
who is not only always gracious to everyone but prefers to give credit to 0th- 
ers rather than to assum.e it for  himself. On that occasion he pleased his hear. 
ers greatly by bringing his estimable wife to the front and introdocin$ her to 
the audience as his guiding spirit in the building of the hotel. Surpr~sed and 
some~vhat embarrassed at thus being unexpectedly called forth, she nevertheless 
bowed her acknowledgment of the appreciation thus evidenced by the pttblic. 
The Jefferson Hotel compares favorably in general utility, convenience and 
adornment with the leading hotels of America. It is built in an attractive style 
of architecture, is nine stories and basement in height, and presents a solitl 
and imposing appearance as viewed from every angle. The interior furnish- 
ings and decorations are tasteful and artistic and there are special (lining rooms, 
a large banquet hall and other attractive rooms for the care and entertainment 
of patrons. The building is of steel construction, entirely fireproof. with rein- 
forced concrete and more than a million bricks were used in its constructio~~. 
The Jefferson ancl Liberty avenue fronts are. faced with gray pressed brick 
and the massive window arches up to the Mezzanine floors are of Bedford 
tone .  The building has been leased by the Jefferson Operating Company for 
s term of thirty years, the principal ~ t ~ c l i l ~ ~ l d e r s  of the organization being 
IVilliam E. Hull, president, and Arthur 1,ehmann. secretary and treasurer. 

On the 27th of February, 1889, William E. Hull was married to Miss Ella 
ZIarris, of Lewiston, a granddaughter of Newton Walker, a Peoria pioneer ancl 
an intimate friend of Abraham Lincoln. Mrs. Hull is a \vonlan of pleasing ap- 
ltearance who has firm belief in her husband's ability and greatly encourages 
him in his undertakings. She is generous-hearted, liberal in spirit, and does 
much good in aiding less fortunate persons in various ways. Her acts of kind- 
ness and benevolence are always most quietly done for she cares for no noto- 
riety or publicity because of her good deeds. 

During the course of his useful life Mr. Hull has won many warm friends 
in Peoria and his name stands as a synonym today for keen busi~less ability, 
stalwart political ideals. broad-minded citizenship and active public spirit. It is 
commonly known that he is more willing to use his money to aid deserving in- 
rlividuals or projects than to hoard it away for his own use. His well directed 
ljusiness activity has won liim prosperity and a t  the same time he has gained 
the esteem of all his associates and contemporaries in both business and politi- 
cal circles where his word has almost become law because of the recognition of 
his sound judgment and his desire to further proqress. Tudged by the stand- 
ards of his time he is a successful man and since these standards are continu- 
ouslv broadening and rising Mr. Hull may justly be numbered among the im- 
portant factors in Peoria's upbuilding. 

FREDERICK. W. KOETTER. 

Prominent among the many sturdy sons of German parentage, upon \\.hose 
sterling worth and solid business integrity so much of the commercial prog- 
ress of Peoria rests totlay, is Frederick LIT. Koetter, a native son of Peoria, ant1 
head of one of the leading wholesale liquor houses of the city. Mr. Koetter is 
one of the fine business men of the old school, solid, conservative and public- 
spirited, devoted in a great degree to his home and family. well educated, fa-- 

. 

miliar with the best iiterature of his time and a thoroughly refined and cul- 
tured gentleman. 

Frederick IV. Koetter was born June 13, 1855, at Peoria, Tllinois. He was 
the son of Charles J. Koetter, a native of Prussia, who came to -America in 
1849 and to Peoria in 1853, where he married the following year. 1854. Miss 
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Amanda Miller, daughter of John and Sarah Miller, of ~ h i l a d e l ~ i ~ i a ,  who came 
to Peoria with her parents in 1843. Frederick Icoetter's early education was 
received in the parochial and public schools of Warsaw, Illinois, and was later 
supplemented by a thorough course in Coles' Business College in Peoria. Upon 
his graduation from this school, he obtained a position as clerk in the general 
store of M. Berdolt in Warsaw, Illinois, in which capacity he served for three 
years, from 1870 to 1873. He then accepted a position with the firm of Clarke 
& Company, one of the leading dry-goods stores of Peoria where he remained 
until 1876. The years from 1877 until 1881 he spent on the road as a travel- 
ing salesman. In April, 1881, he entered the wholesale liquor house of Mat- 
thew Hetiebery, one of the oldest firms of this character in the city, as book- , 
keeper and house-salesman, and remained there until April, 1904, when he re- 
signed to go into the business for himself. H e  established the present whole- 
sale liquor firm of F. W.  Koetter & Brother, and since that time has been doing 
a remarkable business annually. Mr. Koetter is well known in Peoria as a 
thoroughly reliahle and upright ,man in every relation of life, and this reputa- 
tion for honor and integrity has made his business prosper and flourish to a 
wonderful extent during the eight years of its existence. 

On October 8, 1885, at Canton, Illinois. Mr. Koetter was married to Miss 
Charlotte Smith, a daughter of IVilliam H .  Smith and Elizabeth (Wilcoxen) 
Smith of that city. Mrs. Koetter's father was a native of Virginia and came 
to Illinois about 1836. Her mother's family came from Kentucky, and her 
grandfather, Eliiah Wilcoxen was a nephew of Daniel Boone, pioneer settler 
of that state. Mr. and Mrs. Koetter are the parents of two children, both liv-- 
inq at home, Florence Mary and William Henry Koetter. Mr. Koetter com- 
bines in his character the qualities of strict and unwavering integrity with husi- 
ness ability of a high order, and this is the cause of his success. 

EDWARD A. EURRILI,. 

The profession of railroading is one of weighty responsibility, for the lives 
of many thousand people are daily dependent upon the efficiency of railroads 
and this efficiency depends to a great extent upon the policy and management 
of the individuals who control and direct the road. Edward A. Burrill, now 
vice president and general manager of the Peoria Railway Terminal Com- 
pany, has been a practical worker in this line of activity during almost all his 
business career. He has learned the details of railroad construction and de- 
velopment, has worked in different capacities in the offices of many of the 
great lines and has risen to his present position as vice president of one of the 
largest interurban companies of Illinois by hard work and concentrated in- 
dustry. 

Edward A. Burrill was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, August 20, 1856. His 
family is of English origin and was founded in America in colonial days. The 
first representative of the line lived in Maine before the Revolution and was 
among the pioneers of the fruit belt of New York. Mr. Burrill is a son of A. 
C. and Frances (Meara) Burrill. The father was a general railway contractor 
and was active in the service of his country during the Civil war when he fol- 
lowed the line of attack and rebuilt the railroads torn up by the enemy. H e  
was one of the first men to do any construction work on the Panama Canal. 
He was killed near Manhattan, Kansas, in 1869, at the age of forty-five years 
and is buried in one of the cemeteries of that city. 

Edward A. Burrill received his primary education in the public schools of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and laid aside his hooks at the age of seventeen to enter the 
internal revenue service at St. Louis, Missouri. The constant indoor work had 
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affected his health, and at the expiration of three years he took a position as 
fireman on the Missouri Pacific Railroad. He remained in the employ of this 
corporation for  more than two years, gradually working himself up to a higher 
position and showing his aptitude and intelligence in learning the details of 
practical railroading. When he returned to St. Louis he took a position as 
freight clerk for  the Terminal Association and remained in that connection un- 
til 1881. He was then appointed contracting agent for the Great Eastern Fast 
Freight line and made a record for originality and industry in this capacity. 
We resigned that position in 1586 to become clerk to the division superintendent 
of the Mobile & Ohio Railroad. He served in this capacity until January I ,  
1893, when he became connected with the Illinois Southern Railroad as super- 
intendent. Here he remained for ten years, adding to his knowledge of rail- 
roading and showing himself capable and efficient in the various branches of 
that profession. In January, 1903, he became superintendent of the Peoria 
Railway Terminal Company and held that position until January, 1906, when 
he was elected to his present office as vice president and general manager. 

On January 8, 1889, Mr. Burrill was united in nlarriage a t  Sparta Hill, 
Illinois, to Miss Eunice Brown, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. UT. R. Brown, the 
former a retired farmer and pioneer resident of Randolph county. RIr. Bur- 
rill and his wife have one daughter, Frances. the wife of 0. P. Walker, who 
is also connected with the Peoria Railway Terminal Con~pany. Mr. and Mrs. 
Eurrill reside in a pleasant and comfortable home at 1319 North Monroe street, 
and are well known in social circles of this city. Edward Burrill's success in 
his chosen line of occupation is the direct result of his strict attention to busi- 
ness and his expert knowiecige of the many branches of his profession. In his 
present responsible position he is showing great initiative and resource, broad 
intelligence and a keen discrimination. These qualities marked his career in 
the beginning and have been a dominating factor in his success. 

JOHN 

John L. Oswalt has for many years been prominently identified'with the 
United States internal revenue service, and is also well known in this city as a 
deputy sheriff. H e  holds a record of having been in office as government store- 
keeper and government gauger almost conti~~uously since the Civil war. In all 
these various activities, Mr. Oswalt has acquitted himself constantly with un- 
s~verving integrity, strict attention to business and unfaltering loyalty to the 
interests of the country which employs him. He learned his lessons of patriotism 
and fidelity to duty in the stern school of the Civil war, and his honorable character 
and upright life are witnesses of their efficacy. 

John L. Oswalt was born January 23, 1847, in Wetzel county, West Vir- 
ginia, the son of Tobias and Sarah (Archer) Oswalt, both natives of Virginia. 
Tobias Oswalt was a mechanical engineer, who moved from his native state to 
Ohio, in 1852 and established his home a t  Akron, that state, where his wife died 
in the fall of 1865. John L. Oswalt was one of ten children, the two eldest 
of whom were soldiers in the Federal army during the Civil war. He was but 
five years of age when his parents came to Ohio, and he received his early educa- 
tion in the public schools of Akron. H e  was of a quiet, thoughtful and literary 
turn of mind, taking naturally to his books and intensely interested in his studies. 
In August, 1863, he enlisted in Hancocks Corps, Fifth Ohio 1701unteer Infantry 
with which regiment he valiantly served until the end of the war. Immediately 
upon his discharge he returned to his home and not content with a high-school 
education which at that time was considered sufficient preparation for any walk 
of life he entered Alliance College, of Alliance, Ohio, and subsequently spent 
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one year in Parkman College where he took up telegraphy and finished in this 
course. In  1868 he went to Ottawa, Canada, where he worked as an operator and 
two years later, in 1870, he accepted the positio,n as telegraph agent for the 
Pittsburgh & Fort Wayne Railroad, which he left to enter the employ of the Big 
Four, where he continued for fourteen years. H e  resigned this position in 
1881. to accept the office of storekeeper for the United States government, and 
was assigned to work in Peoria. H e  has lived in this city since that time, and 
has gained for himself many friends among the people of the city. H e  is a man 
of fine character, sturdy, upright and honorable in all his dealings, proud of his 
children, loyal to his friends, an unswerving patriot, a true and high minded 
gentleman. 

John L. Oswalt was married on April I ,  1872, to Miss Mary A. Mitchell, of 
Indiana, and they became the parents of six children. Mr. Oswalt is loyal to his 
comrades in the Grand Army of the Republic, is a member of the Bryner Post in 
Peoria, and was instrumental in the organization of the first G. A. R. post in 
Smithfield, Illinois. He  is a member of the Order of Railroad Telegraphers and 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. H e  is a devoted member of the 
Methodist church, and his religion is of the practical, everyday, working kind. 
H e  now has a pleasant home on Hamilton boulevard in Peoria, and his family 
have grown up around him and are prominent in their different walks of life. 
3Tr. Oswalt is in the sixty-sixth year of his age, a genial, loyal and kindly man. 
One sleeve of his coat dangles empty, a proof of the toll his country took of him 
in the great war of the rebellion. 

J O H N  RYAN WHALEN 

Everything that is mighty or honorable in this world is the product of labor 
either of body or mind. The active agent in our growing cities, our spreading 
commerce, our rising and progressive business enterprises, is the powerful 
influence of hard and unremitting work. An example of the influence of this 
cluality upon a man's career is found in the life record of John Ryan Whalen. 
H e  was born in this city November 7, 1856, and was the son of Thomas and 
Hanora (Ryan) Whalen, who were both natives of County Kilkenny, Ireland, 
They came to Peoria in 1850, traveling by way of New Orleans and the Mis- 
sissippi river. Their son received his early education in the public schools of this 
city, and afterward learned the mason's trade with the firm of Joseph Hazzard & 
Son, with whom he kept up his connection from 1874 to 1882, when he went into 
the contracting business for himself, under the name of John R. Whalen Com- 
pany, in which occupation he has continued with growing success since that time. 

John R. Whale11 brings into the contracting business a thorough knowledge 
of the details of the trade, an ability to manage, direct and control men, and the 
power over destiny which lies in a capacity for continuous labor. H e  has been 
connected with the erection of many of the principal buildings in this city. He 
was contractor for the mason work of the Methodist church a t  the corner of 
Sixth and Franklyn streets, for the magnificent new Y. M. C. A. building recently 
completed in this city, for St. Patrick's school, the Godel Packing House, the 
Great Eastern distillery, and had the general contract for the beautiful new 
Knights of Columbus Club, all built recently in this city, and worthy exanlples 
of the quality of John R. Whalen's work. H e  does much business outside of 
Peoria, and has built two churches in Bloomington, Illinois, the Baptist and the 
Christian churches of that city. 

His thorough knowledge of the details of the building trade led to his appoint- 
ment under Mayor William F. Eryan as building inspector of Peoria, which 
was confirmed under Mayor Woodruff during his first term of office. John R. 
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Whalen was superintendent of construction of the new city hall under Mayor 
Warner, and of the great Acme Harvester Company's buildings at South Barton- 
ville. In  politics Mr. Whalen is a consistent democrat, believing firmly in the 
principles and policies for  which that party stands, and voting the democratic ticket 
in local and national issues. H e  was a charter member of the Knights of Father 
Matthew, and was ,president of that organization for fifteen years until it was 
disbanded in 1903. H e  is a prominent member of the Modern Woodmen of 
America, and of the Knights of Columbus. He belongs to St. Patrick's Roman 
Catholic church. 

John Ryan Whalen was married in Peoria in 1879 to Miss Mary C. Cuddy, 
a daughter of William and Catherine Cuddy, natives of Queens county, Ireland, 
who came to Peoria in 1876. They became the parents of six children, four of 
whom are living: Hanora, who ciied -August I, 1895; Thomas C.; William 
who passed away July 5, 1883 ; Cecelia Elizabeth, who married Henry J. Eynatten, 
of Peoria, and Statia and John Michael, living at home. His sons, Thomas C. 
and John M. Whalen are both practical builders and contractors, and are asso- 
cited with their father in the John R. Mrhalen Company. 

WILLIAM E. HEARST. 

One of the outgrowths of the immense distilling interests in Peoria, and a 
business in a large measure peculiar to a city where wholesale liquor making 
is carried on on a large scale, is the industry of cattle feeding. In every large 
distillery in Peoria, thousands upon thousands of cattle, destined for foreign 
and domestic markets are fed from the refuse and waste incident to the business. 
Distillery fed beef is considered a luxury in this country, and its flavor far 
excells that of beef from cattle fed on grass. One of the largest dealers in dis- 
tillery fed live stock is the great hlorris Company, whose shipments in and out 
of Peoria each year are almost unbelievable. Thousands of cattle are on hand 
here constantly, being fed and fattened as a side industry in all the distilleries 
of the city. At the head of the Morris interests is William E. Hearst, general 
manager of the Peoria branch of the company, holding under his direction and 
control the constantly growing business along this line, responsible for the de- 
velopment and progress of the large enterprise, and having, as far as one man 
can, the future progress and success of this branch of activity, in the hollow of 
his hand. 

\Villiam E. Hearst is a native Peorian, having been born in this city in 1866. 
His father, Alexander Hearst, was for many years a prominent manufacturer 
in this city, and held the office of school inspector for a long time. William E. 
IIearst was educated in the public schools of this city and is a graduate of the 
Peoria high school. He has been a thorough business man all his life, and is 
intimately acquainted with all the newest and most modern methods in industrial 
life. His responsible position a t  the head of the great Morris interests in this 
city, is a peculiarly difficult one, and he has done much in the course of his con- 
nection with it to retain this branch of the industry for Peoria. The entire ambi- 
tion of Mr. Hearst's life is concentrated upon business. He has very few out- 
side interests, and is known and recognized in this city as a man dominated and 
controlled by his business principles. He stands at the head of the cattle feeding 
business here. His shipments annually are the largest in their line in the state. 
H e  recently erected at a cost of seventy-five thousand dollars, immense cattle 
feeding sheds, capable of housing thousands of cattle a t  a time. His hand and 
brain are constantly active in the interest of his business, and the growth and 
development of the industry under his charge is evidence of his remarkable ex- 
ecutive power and of his qualities of initiative and resource. He is not actively 
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interested in politics, as his attention is almost exclusively deinanded by his busi- 
ness affairs. 

I I r .  Hearst has two soi~s, Rol~ert E. and John Hearst, who at present are at- 
tending St. John's Military Acadeilly at Delafield, 'GVisconsin. His social inclina- 
tions fincl expression in his membership in the Creve Coeur Club and his opinion 
is highly valued in matters pertaining to business policies and commercial affairs 
generally in the Peoria Association of Commerce, of which he is a well linown 
member. William E. Hearst is essentially a man of business, absorbed in its 
problems, keenly interestecl in its development, capable of promoting its progress 
and in all the various relations of industrial life a man whose early promise has 
been rarely and quickly fulfilled. 

EDWARD J. SMITH. 

Edward J. Smith is well known in con~nlercial circles of Peoria as an up- 
right and reliable business man, interested in everything conducive to the prog- 
ress and improvement of his home city. He has been prominent in the print- 
ing business in this city since 1899, and has established a local reputation for 
accurate, rapid and reliable work. H e  is a native son of Peoria, having been 
born here May 29, 1867. His parents were Clark C. and Melissa Sn~ith, who 
were both born a few miles outside of Columbus, Ohio. The original Smith 
of this line was a Hollander, who landed in this country in 1741. He married 
an English woman by whom he had six sons all of whom served in the Kevo- 
lutionary war. The Smiths of this family hold the unique distinction of having 
been represented in every American war except the Spanish-American. Clarli 
C. Smith, the father of the subject of this sketch served through the Civil war 
as  a member of Company C, Fortieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 

Edward J. Smith received his education in the public schools of Peoria, and 
immediately upon his graduation he entered the printing firm of J. W. Franks 
& Sons, where he remained for three years. H e  then resigned to go to Chi- 
cago, in which city he served out the balance of his term as an apprentice. He 
returned to Peoria in March, 1899, and in partnership with Henry E. Johnson, 
he started a little printing establishment. In July of the same year. Mr. John- 
son sold his interest in the business to Joseph A. Schaefer. Mr. Smith's con- 
nection with Joseph Schaefer continued until November 24, 1909, when the 
latter sold out his interest to his partner, leaving Mr. Smith sole owner of a 
rapidly growing and well established business. All during his business career, 
Edward J. Smith has been remarkably successful, especially since he has been 
in sole charge. His output increases every year in proportion to the increased 
demand for his goods. His methods are always reliable and his equipment is 
kept absolutely modern and up to date. Iil his skop is found every modern 
facility needed by the artistic and progressive printer. 1 3 s  success is in no way 
remarkable, since it is the natural result of hard worli, a thorough knowledge 
of the details of the trade, and the adaptation of sound and conservative busi- 
ness principles to new and progressive methods. 

On December 25, 1889. in Peoria, Edward J. Smith married Miss Atattie E. 
Canterbury, a daughter of -4. M. Canterbury, who until his death was a prom- 
inent live-stock broker of this city. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have two daughters: 
Hazel Helen, aged nineteen and Nelda Lenore, seventeen. Fraternally, Mr. 
Smith is a member of Temple Lodge, No. 46, A. F. & A. I f . ;  of the West 
Bluff Lodge, No. 177, Knights of Pythias; and of Charter Oalc Camp. No, 87, 
Modern Woodmen of -4merica. H e  is a prominent and active member of the 
First hlethodist Episcopal church and belongs to the Men's Cluh of that or- 
ganization. He always votes the republican ticliet, but does not take an active part 



in local politics, preferring to devote his time and attention to his rapidly grow- 
ing business. H e  is active in any movement for the progress and improve- 
nlent of his city, and is a director of the Peoria Association of Commerce. 
The story of his career is the story of well earned success ivl~ich is the natural 
result of hard work and ability. 

J O H N  H E S R Y  KUHL. 

One of the most prominent retail grocers of Peoria is John Henry Kuhl, 
who for  over twenty years has been successfully engaged in business in this 
city. He is a native of Illinois and has passed practically his entire life in this 
im~nediate vicinity, his birth having occurred at Beardstown on the 12th of 
October, 1864. 

In  the accluirement of his education John Henry Kuhl attended the common 
schools of Yekin, Illinois, until he had attained the age of thirteen years, when 
he lait1 aside his test-books in order to qualify l~ in~se l f  for  a comnlercial career. 
His first esperience in the 11usi11ess world was obtained in the grocery of Kuhl 
& De\-ries at Pekin, Illinois, in which establishment his brother, George Albert 
was fiilancially interested. H e  was an unusually industrious youth and was 
most ambitious to iorge ahead and create a place for himself in the con~n~ercial 
world. This desire but served to stimulate his energies and he applied l~imself 
assiduously to mastering every detail of the business, with the expectation of 
making it his life vocation. His intelligence, close concentration and natural 
sagacity won him the recognition of older business men of wide experience and 
he left the employrnent of this firm a t  the end of eight years to become traveling 
salesman for J. & G. Herget, well kno~vn wholesale grocers of Pekin. H e  was 
only twenty-one when he entered the service of this company with whom he 
was identified for four years, severing his connection with them at  the expira- 
tion of that time to engage in business for himself. In  1889, together with his 
brother, George Albert, he purchased the retail grocery of Jenkinson & Bill, 
located at  the corner of hladison & Main streets, this city. This was a well 
established enterprise, occupying one of the best sites in the city, a grocery hav- 
ing been located there ever since the city of Peoria was founded. The firm 
prospered froin the first, and their trade grew as they were energetic young 
men of progressive ideas and high standards of conlmercial integrity and they 
not only retained the patrons of their predecessors but constantly added new 
names to their list of customers. In 1893 John Henry Kuhl bought the interest 
of his brother and has ever since been conducting the business alone. Two years 
later he extended the scope of his activities by founding a branch store at  1012 

Knoxville avenue. This proved to I)e a successful venture and in ~ 9 0 8  he 
opened another place at 723 Third street, which has been equally lucrative, and 
in 1911, he established a store at  324 Bradley avenue. H e  is now conducting all 
four concerns, the main store still being at  the original location at  the corner 
of Madison & Main streets. The  unusual success that has attended the endeavors 
of Mr. Kuhl must be attributed to a variety of things, but chiefly to his keen 
foresight. H e  is a man of too much business acumen to lose sight of the future 
in view of the present, and in the upbuilding of his business has not permitted 
the gain of today to blind hiin to the profit of tomorrow. I t  has always been his 
policy to retain the good-will of every patron, even i i  this sometimes had to be 
purchased at  his loss, and as a result he has established a reputation for integrity 
and reliability that has been his chief asset. H e  carries a good line of food stuffs, 
the quality of which he can truthfully recommend, and offers them a t  moderate 
prices. Tlle pers~nnel  of his stores is exceptionally high, patrons always being 
assured of receiving courteous and considerate treatment, to such an extent as 
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to even inco~lvenience themselves to accommodate their customers. As a busi- 
ness man, hlr. Kuhl stands high in the esteem not only of those who have had 
transactions with him I>ut with his competitors, all recognizing his high standards 
and upright principles as exemplified through his long connection with the com- 
mercial activities of this city. 

Wellington, Kansas, was the scene of the marriage of Mr. Kuhl on the 15th 
of June, 1887, to Miss Linna E.  Brace. Mrs. Kuhl is descended from the early 
pioneers of this section of Illinois, being a daughter of the late Rev. Charles H .  
Brace of lMinneapolis, Minnesota, whose family were among the first settlers of 
Stark county. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Kuhl includes one daughter and a 
son. The former, Lora A., had the distinction of graduating from Vassar Col- 
lege with honors in June, 1911, and is now living a t  home, while the son, John 
Henry, Jr., is pursuing a course in architectural engineering at Champaign, 
Illinois, with the expectation of making this his life vocation. 

The family affiliate with the Congregational church and Mr. Kuhl is a mem- 
ber of the Men's Sunday Evening Club. H e  also belongs to  the Country Club 
and is a charter member of the Creve Coeur Club, while his fraternal connec- 
tions are confined to his affiliation with the Modern Woodmen of America and 
the Royal League. In  all probability the greatest satisfaction Mr. Kuhl finds 
in the success that has attended his efforts is the knowledge that it has been won 
through his own endeavors. He is one of the many enterprising American 
business men whose life records prove that prosperity is more often won through 
untiring industry and determination of purpose than favorable circumstances, 
which fact makes their achievements all the more worthy of commendation. 

CHRISTIAN BUEHLER, SIX. 

The life record of Christian Buehler is another illustration of the fact that 
when the enterprising spirit of the German finds scope in the opportunities of 
the new world the result is success. For eighteen years he was a resident of 
Peoria, during which period he made for  himself an enviable position in busi- 
ness circles and was the pioneer in introducing many improvements in the gen- 
eral butchering and pork-packing business. 

A native of Stuttgart, Wurttemberg, Germany, Mr. Buehler was born on 
the 25th of December, 1821, and after spending the period of his boyhood and 
youth in the fatherland, came to the United States in 1849, when a young mall 
of about twenty-eight years. H e  first took up his abode in the city of Phila- 
delphia, but soon afterward made his way westward. On the 1st of January, 
1857, he was married in Chicago to Miss Anna Schlenker, and there resided 
for three years after his marriage before coming to Peoria in 1860. Following 
his arrival in  this city he engaged in the pork-packing and general butchering 
business, establishing one of the pioneer industries of the kind here. H e  be- 
gan the undertaking on a small scale and was one of the first packers in the 
United States to successfully carry on a business of that character through the 
summer season. Packers came from other places to investigate his way of do- 
ing business in preserving meats in the summer time and inspect his small 
plant for he was in advance of the great majority in the use of a refrigerating 
system in connection with the meat-packing business. The success of his meth- 
ods led others to follow the same course for the superiority of his way of hand- 
ling meats was widely acknowledged. 

Mr. Buehler continued to make his home in Peoria from the time of his 
arrival in 1860 until his death on the 15th of October, 1878. Unto him and his 
wife were born eight children, Anna, Martin, Christian, Rohert, Herman, Carl 
Friedericka and Albert. 
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Following the death of Mr. Buehler his eldest son, Martin, associated with 
the mother, Mrs. Anna Buehler, carried on the business for 'some time, Mr. 
Buehler was a democrat in his political views and while not a promillent poli- 
tician, recognized the duties and obligations of citizenship and gave his sup- 
port to various projects for the public good. The Masonic fraternity found 
in him an examplary representative and one ever loyal to its interests and wel- 
fare. His was a well spent life and through the middle portion of the nine- 
teenth century he figured prominently in the business circles of Peoria. Mrs. 
Anna Buehler passed away in Chicago, in April, 1895. 

Willialn F. Johnson, the founder and proprietor of the Johnson Cigar Com- 
pany located at 606-608 Adams street, is one of Peoria's estimable citizens and 
highly enterprising and successful young business men. He was born in the city 
of Peoria and is a son of Herman and Mary Johnson. The father was a na t~ve  
of Germany, whence he emigrated to the United States a t  the age of seven years, 
locating with his parents in Peoria. Here he was educated and reared to man- 
hood, subsequently learning the cooper's trade. H e  followed this vocation for 
a time but later withdrew therefrom to become a member of the fire department, 
following this occupation until his death twelve years ago at the age of fifty- 
two. H e  was one of the veterans of the force in years of service and every 
department of the municipal government was well represented at his funeraI, 
which was conducted with full honors to the man who had discharged his duties 
with rare capability and efficiency for many years. The mother subsequently 
became the wife of William Hawthorne, and is now residing at 709 Hancock 
street, this city. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were the parents of seven children, as  
follows: Benjamin, who is deceased; John, who is employed in the hardware 
store of Hunter 8r Strebler; Henry, who is deceased; William, the subject of 
this sketch; Charles, the foreman of the factory of the Johnson Cigar Com- 
pany; and Anna and Kate, both of whom are deceased. 

The entire life of William F. Johnson has been passed in this city, his educa- 
tion being obtained in the old Fifth Ward school. When he had acquired such 
knowledge as was deemed essential to a business career, his text-books were laid 
aside and he entered the cigar factory of Jacob Hoffman to learn the trade. Later 
he became an employe of Nicholas Webber, with whom he remained until he had 
gained sufficient experience to engage in business for himself. As he was young 
in years and had but limited capital it was necessary for him to begin in a very 
small way, but as he operated his establishment with intelligence and used a 
good quality of tohacco in the manufacture of his products he succeeded in 
building up a profitable trade. H e  has enlarged his quarters at various times and 
now gives employment to twenty people in his factory, and his business is con- 
stantly expanding. His special brands are the "Peoria Star" and "La Teresa" 
both of which are very popular and in great demand among his patrons. Mr. 
Johnson has every reason to feel gratified with the development of his business, 
which stands as the result of his own hard work and close application, as he 
never has received any assistance other than is accorded every business man of 
recognized worth and responsibility. H e  has been in business for fourteen 
years and during that time has made most notable progress, being the owner of 
one of the well established and thriving industries of the city. 

For his wife and helpmate, Mr. Johnson chose Miss Nellie Everett of Chi- 
cago, and they live at 202 Culter street, where they own a very pleasant residence. 
He attends the Methodist church and his fraternal relations are with the Fra- 
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ternal Order of Eagles and the Independent Order of Red Men. H e  also is a 
member of the Cigarmakers' Union. 

Mr. Johnson's achievements show what it is possible for a young man of 
ambitious spirit and industrious habits to accomplish, despite the keen cotnpeti- 
tion that prevails in practically every line of business a t  the present day. H'e 
is held in high regard in local business circles, the policy and methods he pur- 
sues in the conduct of his business being such as to recommend him to the respect 
and esteem of all who have transactions with him. 

XRCHIEALD T H E O D O R E  McMASTER. 

The young men of Peoria have undeniably exercised a powerful influence 
upon the great business development of the city. Thousands of young men have 
oained for themselves names that will endure and distinction in the paths of b 
Industry in this city during the past half century. The  young men of Peoria 
have always been her pride and best support, contributing their brains and 
energies to the vast commercial progress of the city, and to the upbuilding of 
her municipal activity. 

Prominent among young inen of this class is Archibald T. Mchlaster, whose 
name heads this sketch. He  is one of Peoria's typical business men, devoting 
his brains, his time, his labors to the building up of the coal business in which 
he is engaged, and promoting the advancen~ent of the city in building up his 
own prosperity. Mr. McRiIaster is preeminently a man of one business. H e  
started in his present occupation when a mere boy, and it has absorbed his 
faculties and energies ever since, without however, impairing his interest in the 
welfare of the city, and in her municipal advancement. Mr. McMaster is known 
as a forceful man whose strong and well balanced views have enabled him to 
accomplish what he has undertaken, and to gain considerable prestige in the 
business world, and his reputation for honesty and uprightness is of the very 
best. 

Archibald Theodore Mchlaster was born in Girard, Illinois, August 21, 1874, 
the son of James and Matilda RIcLIaster of Peoria. James RfcMaster is still 
living in this city, which has been his home all his life, and is a prominent gov- 
ernment gauger here. Archibald RlcLlaster went to the grammar schools of 
Peoria until he finished the eighth grade. H e  then entered Brown's Business 
College, where he took the complete commercial course of bookkeeping and 
shorthand, and laid the foundation of the business system upon which his suc- 
cess is based. Upon leaving school, he entered a t  once upon the coal busi~iess, 
as an employe of Newel1 & Clark, a former wholesale coal company of Peoria. 
When this firm dissolved a short time after Mr. McMaster became connected 
with it, he entered the employ of hliles & Company, where he remained until 
1901. These two positions offered hiin every opportunity of learning his chosen 
business from the ground up, an opportunity wl~ich he was not slow to grasp, 
and which his business talents and power of concentration and hard work, enabled 
him to improve. He  mastered the business in the minutest detail, from office 
work to actual mining of the coal. H e  learned the outside business by traveling 
on the road for ten years, and he was superintendent of a mine for two years 
in Taze~vell county, so when he left the offices of Miles & Company to go into 
the coal business for himself, he had a solid foundation behind him of thorough 
knowledge and perfect equipment. 

On October 27, 1898, Mr. Rlchfaster was married in Peoria to Miss Matilda 
Gauss, daughter of William P. Gauss of this city, who was at one time a promi- 
nent wholesale grocer, and active in city and county politics, but who lives at 
present retired. They have one son. ,4rchibald James, nine years old, a t  present 
attending the White school. 
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Jlr.  JTclIaster's political affiliations are republican. He takes a great interest 
in politics and is at present a county supervisor having been elected to that body 
in 191 I .  He had only served one year as a supervisor when he was chosen chair- 
man of the board and he serves at present in that capacity and is also chairman 
of the county board of eclualization of taxes. He is prominent in the Masonic or- 
der, the Knights of Pythias, The North American Union and the T .  P. A.'s. His 
interest in the conlmercial progress of the city finds expression in his member- 
ship in the Peoria Association of Commerce, while he finds relaxation and rec- 
reation as a llleillber of the Peoria Social Athletic Club. The Order of Kokoal 
of wl~ich he is a well known member affords him an opportunity to exchange 
lvith men of kinclred interests, views and opinions regarding his line of business. 

I t  is impossible to estimate the value of men like Alr. McMaster to the 
city, at least during their lifetime. Hard work, unfailing industry, energy un- 
deterred by obstacles, determination and high-minded probity, have a market 
and a value in commercial and industrial life, which extends itself to the whole 
social economy. Every man, from the toiling laborer to the merchant prince, 
receives benefit from them. 

\\'illiam Andre\\. I-Ierron is numbered among those who have left their impress 
upon the history of Peoria. H e  came to this city in 1840, when it was a small 
town of little industrial or conllllercial importance, and from that time until his 
tleath was closely connected with its progress and upbuilding, winning eventually 
a place aillong its forei~lost financiers as the president of the Peoria Savings 
Eanli ant1 a director of the Second Sational Bank. Throughout his entire life 
he made good use of his time and opportunities and in all of his business deal- 
ings he ever recognized the rights and privileges of others. His path was never 
strewn with the wreck of other men's fortunes, for throughout his entire career 
he used constructive methods, winning his success through close application, 
unfaltering energy and intelligently directed labor, 

hlr. Herron was a native of Pennsylvania, his birth having occurred in Ship- 
pensburg, Cumberland county. His father, Francis Herron, was of Scotch- 
Irish descent. belonging to a faillily that was represented in Cumberland county 
for several generations, where at one time they were proprietors of a large tract 
of land that included several farms, the entire district being known in that locality 
as Herron's ROW. The fanlily were members of the Middle Spring church, 
which is so largely represented in the Presbyterian circles in Peoria. Francis 
Herron wedded Jane iVills, also a native of Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, 
and a woman whose amiable and sterling traits of character won her the love 
of all with whom she came in contact. 

The youthful days of \Villiam A. Herron were spent upon the old homestead 
farm until he reached the age of fifteen, when he came \vest with an aunt, Mrs. 
Martha (Herron) Cunningham. and spent the winter of 1839 at Eelleville, Illi- 
nois. In the following spring he came to Peoria and from. that time foreward 
was closely associated wit11 the business development of the city. H e  was first 
einployed as a clerk in the drug store of his uncle, Dr. Jaines 31ossman, one of 
the city's earliest physicians, who died here about 1850. The store was located 
on the upper side of l lain street, adjoining the Peoria hotel. of which Augustus 
0. Garrett was then proprietor. Mr. Herron practiced strict economy as well 
as industry and in time his labors had brought him a sufficient capital to purchase 
the store in which he had been employed. He afterward removed his stock of 
goods to the corner of Main street and Printer's alley, occupying the old historic 
building which was wrecked by an explosion just after he had vacated it. His 
renlovals were made to accomn~odate an increasing trade and also to keep pace 
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with changes in the business center of the city. In 1849 he erected a brick build- 
ing at the south corner of hfain and Washington streets and for more than a half 
century a drug store has been at that site. He prospered in his undertakings 
there and conducted his business until 1856, when his health became impaired 
through close confinement in the store and he sold out. He then turned his 
attention to the lumber trade in partnership with Joseph Elder, this enabling 
him to spend more time out of doors. H e  then continued in the business until 
1868, when he bvithdrew froill conlmercial circles and entered the field of bank- 
ing, in which he continued until his death. In 1868 he established the Savings 
Bank of Peoria, in connection with John Hamlin, Charles P. King, Lorin G. 
Pratt, Zenas G. Hotchkiss, Philip Zell, Lewis Howell and Thomas C. Moore. 
This was the pioneer institution of its kind in the city and from the outset has 
enjoyed a prosperous existence. The bank was originally conducted as a part- 
nership concern but in 1894 was incorporated under the laws of the state. In 
1872 Mr. Herron became president and manager ancl so continued until his 
death, which occurred thirty-four years later on the 14th of December, 1906. 
His progressiveness was always tempered by a safe conservatism, whereby inter- 
ests of depositors were carefully guarded. His business judgment was sound 
and his counsel was sought by many. He recognized fully the responsibilities 
devolving upon him and allowed no unwarranted risks. However, the invest- 
ments of the bank were so judiciously made that success continually attended 
the business and the bank grew with the growth of the city, becoming one of 
the strongest financial concerns of this part of the state. In addition, Mr. Her- 
ron served for many years as a director of the Second National Bank, now 
the Peoria National Bank. He was also one of the founders and original stock- 
holders of the Peoria Gas Light & Coke Company, which came into existence in 
1853. He served for an extended period as one of its directors and was also 
its president for a number of years. He never met with failure or business re- 
verses during his long and active career owing to the fact that his sagacity was 
keen, his judgment sound and his enterprise unfaltering. He found pleasure in 
the solution of intricate business problems and at all times he so conducted his 
business affairs that they reflected credit and honor upon the city in which he 
operated. 

In 1846 Mr. Herron was united in marriage to Miss Susan Bartlett, a daugh- 
ter of Dr. Peter Eartlett. Some time after the death of his first wife he was mar- 
ried, November 4, 1884, to Mary Walker, a daughter of Isaac and Sarah S. 
(McIlvaine) Walker, who were pioneers of Peoria. His children were four in 
number: William A., who is assistant teller in the Savings Bank of Peoria 
and who married Anna Louise Greenwood, by whom he has one daughter, Anna 
Louise Herron; John W., a student in La Fayette College at Easton, Pennsyl- 
vania; Mary, who is attending the Commonwealth school at Boston; and Anna 
A., deceased. 

Mr. Herron was ever recognized as a public-spirited citizen, whose devotion 
to the general good was manifest in tangible ways. His cooperation could 
always be counted upon to further any movement that he deemed essential to 
the general welfare and his attitude was preeminently one of progress in relation 
to municipal affairs. He  voted with the republican party and served for six 
years as alderman from his ward and also for seven years as a member of the 
board of supervisors, in which connections he discharged his official duties in a 
way that reflected credit and honor upor, the community. He  was active in the 
organization of the Second Presbyterian church, contributed liberally to its sup- 
port and was ever one of its most faithful and devoted members. The specific 
and distinctive office of biography is not to give voice to a man's modest esti- 
mate of himself and his accomplishments but rather to leave the perpetual record 
establishing his character by the consensus of public opinion on the part of his 
fellowmen. Throughout Peoria and eastern Tllinois William A. Herron was 
spoken of in terms of admiration and respect. His life was so varied in its 



HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUXTY 381 

activity, so honorable in its purposes, so far-reaching and beneficial in its efforts 
that it became an integral part in the history of the state. In no sense a man 
in public life, he nevertheless exerted an immeasurable influence upon Peoria; 
in business life as a financier and promoter of commercial enterprises; in' social 
circles by reason of a charming personality and unfeigned cordiality, in politics 
by reason of his public spirit and devotion to the general good and in churcll 
circles by his support and aid to those measures which are factors in inoral 
progress. 

CORNELIUS N. IIIHIGAN. 

The pages of this work illustrate the lives of many successful men, whose 
foresight in legal affairs contributes largely to gain for Peoria her present metro- 
politan position. Among the most prominent of these is the gentleman whose 
name heads this slietch, Cornelius N. Jlihigan. Mr. ATihigan is another eminent 
example of what energy, industry and perseverance will accomplish when ju- 
diciously applied. When he takes hold of a case, his name is a sure guarantee 
of intelligent handling. I l r .  Alihigan has won large success as a clearheaded, 
straightforward lawyer, and fully deserves the recognition he has received as 
a worthy, energetic citizen, and a lawyer of fine judgment and'rare probity. 

Cornelius N. Afihigan was born in Summerville, Kew Jersey, on 3Iarch IS, 

1855. I-Iis father, Jeremiah Mihigan was born in Ireland, but came to America 
at a very early age. He settled in New Jersey, where with true Celtic versatility 
he practiced the various trades of painter, machinist, bookkeeper and tailor until 
his son Cornelius was a few months old, when he came to Peoria with his wife, 
Catherine Mihigan and family. Here they lived for fourteen years, moving 
to Pekin at that time in which city they resided for ten years. 

Cornelius iuihigan received his early education in the schools of Peoria and 
Peltin. His education was completed at the age of sixteen years, but was later 
supplemented by a course in the Drew Business College of Pekin. On leaving 
school, hfr. Mihigan obtained a position as clerk in a Pekin grocery store and 
remained there for four years, resigning to enter the wholesale grocery of J. 
& G. Herget of Pekin as bookkeeper, a position which he held for two years. 
But these various clerical positions were merely preliminary to his actual start 
upon his career in life, which was the law. H e  resigned his position with J. & G. 
Herget to read law with Whitney & Foster, leading lawyers of Pekin at that 
time, and after two years of constant application, and intelligent study of law 
in all its branches, he was admitted to the bar in 1878, and began practicing 
for himself in Pekin. In three years time, he had gained a practice and a pres- 
tige which justified his removal to a larger city, and in 1880 he returned to 
Peoria and opened a law office here, where he has remained since that time. 
hlr. hIihiganYs practice had gained steadily every year of his residence here, and 
his reputation as a man thoroughly conversant with the details of his profession, 
and honorable and high-minded in all the different phases of his life, has grown 
with it. For many years he has held an enviable position upon the list of mem- 
bers of the Peoria bar. He has achieved honorable distinction in the ranks of a 
great profession. His practice embraces all kinds of law and every class of 
case, but his specialty is criminal law, and to this phase of practice he gives much 
of his time and attention. 

Cornelius N. Mihigan was married in Peoria in 1885 to h'liss Carrie 11. 
Reed, and they have one son Lyle Emerson Mihigan, eighteen years of age and 
at present a student of the Peoria high school. 

A4r. hlihigan's political affiliations are democratic, and although he does 
not participate actively in politics to any extent, he is always ready to lend 
his influence in support of a worthy cause. He is an active member of the Elks 
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and of the Knights of  Pythias, but does not allow these clubs or secret organi- 
zations to absorb his time to the detriment of his business. 

Mr. Mihigan is a true lawyer, f a r  more absorbed in any case on hand than 
if it were a deciding factor in his very own welfare, and he feels that a trust 
has been given into his keeping to be handled with absolute integrity, best ability 
and careful judgment. H e  is never caught unprepared, and therefore need ask 
no favors because of negligence; he has so mastered the law and the facts that 
he knows the real issue of a given case, and his enthusiasm and ardor impress 
with their earnestness and lucidity courts and juries. 

To  exactly what extent Henry R. Woodward influenced the business de- 
velopment of Peoria it- is impossible to determine until the projects with which 
he was connected have reached their full fruition as factors in the business 
activity, development and upbuilding of the city. It  is well known, however, 
that few men have contributed more largely to the advancement of Peoria 
through the conduct of business affairs and the establishment of various pro- 
jects which have had direct bearing upon the city's prosperity and growth. He 
was a native of Ohio and a son of Henry T. Woodward, who was born in Ire- 
land but established his home in Peoria county during the pioneer epoch in 
its history. 

I t  was in the early '40s that Henry R. Woodward arrived in Peoria county, 
brought hither by his parents who settled upon a farm. H e  witnessed the early 
development of this region and as the years passed became a very prominent 
and influential factor in business progress. H e  formulated various plans which 
he carried forward to successful completion and thus contributed to the mate- 
rial advancement of the section. His first undertaking in Peoria was in the 
conduct of a wholesale notion business. Success followed him in every venture 
and each forward step brought him a broader outlooli and wider opportunities. 
An inheritance which came to him from the old country, after he had been 
identified with farming interests here for a few years, was invested in Peoria 
property and projects, and the soundness of his judgment was manifest in the 
excellent returns which crowned his labors. I t  was in the year 1870 that he 
became one of the founders of the well known manufacturing pharmaceutical 
house of Allaire, Woodward & Company, his associate in the venture being 
Charles B. Allaire. From that time to the present the business has grown 
along substantial lines, a safe conservative policy being established that has not, 
however, checked the progressive spirit which must be manifest in all success- 
ful commercial enterprises of the present day. Gradually the trade of the 
house grew until the name today is a familiar one in connection with the larg- 
est manufacturing mercantile enterprises of the state outside of Chicago. He 
extended his efforts to financial circles as one of the first directors of the Com- 
mercial National Bank and his business acumen was ever regarded as a valu- 
able asset in connection with the management of any business concern with 
which he became identified. 

In 1861, Mr. Woodward was united in marriage to Miss Charlotte S. 
Mayo, a native of England and a daughter of the Rev. Joseph Mayo, who be- 
came one of the early ministers of Peoria county and took a helpful part in 
all the work that transformed a pioneer region into a prosperous section of the 
state. The death of Mr. Woodward occurred in 1894 while Mrs. Woodwartl 
survives her husband and makes her home in this city. For about half a cen- 
tury he had resided in Peoria county and had seen a little frontier town develop 
into a metropolitan center. With its growth he was quick to anticipate its 
needs and thus it was he who organized the first street railway company of 







HISTORY 01; PEORIA COUNTY 385 

Peoria. While in association with Mr. Allaire he installed the first telephone 
system here. His name is indelibly inscribed upon the pages of Peoria's indus- 
trial, commercial and financial history. His keen sagacity enabled him to see 
opportunities which others passed heedlessly by and his laudable ambition 
prompted him to use these to the best advantage. For a long period his name 
was recognized as a synonym for business integrity and enterprise in this part 
of the state and throughout his entire career he remained the same courteous, 
kindly gentleman whose ways were those of refinement and whose word no 
man could question. His religious belief found expression in his affiliation 
with St. Paul's Episcopal church of which he was vestryman for many years 
and at the time of his death, junior warden. 

His son, Henry J. Woodward, has become his successor in different lines 
of business, principally as president of the firm of Allaire, Woodward & Com- 
pany while he is also one of the directors of the Central National Bank. With 
the former concern he has been identified since 1887 and his efforts have been 
a most important element in its continued growth and prosperity. He  was 
born in Peoria about 1864 and during his youthful days ivas a pupil in the 
public schools, supplementing the grade work by a course in the high school 
from which he was graduated with the class of 1884. He  then entered Prince- 
ton University in which he continued for three years, returning home to be- 
come connected with the business in which he is now engaged. He  started 
out in a humble capacity in order to acquaint himself with every branch of 
the trade and, working his way upward through intermediate positions, was 
at  length called to the presidency of the company in 1 p 4 ,  after having served 
for several years as its vice president. He was also the treasurer of the street 
railway company until they sold out to the McKinley interests. Like his father 
he is a man of determined purpose and no difficulties nor obstacles have been 
allowed to bar his path if they could be overcome by earnest effort and honest 
dealing. He  is a man of quick discernment, with the faculty for the separa- 
tion of the important features in any subject from its incidental or accidental 
circumstances. 

In 1894 occurred the marriage of Henry J. UToodward and Miss Elizabeth 
Grier, a daughter of Robert C. Grier, for many years secretary of the Peoria 
Board of Trade and prominent as a grain merchant of Peoria for an extended 
period. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Woodward have been born four children, Henry 
Robert, King Grier, Susanna and Caroline. Mr. Woodward belongs to the 
Creve Coeur Club and to the Country Club, while his religious belief is evi- 
denced in his membership in St. Paul's Episcopal church. 

WILLIAi\l FIELDER. 

William Fielder holds a record in Peoria for length of service as justice of 
the peace, having held that office in this city for sixteen consecutive years, and 
then with a break of one term, for twelve years more. He is well known in this 
capacity, and his many friends delight in giving him the title of "chief justice," 
in recognition of his long term of able service. 

1,Villiam Fielder is a native of Peoria county, having been born in Lancaster, 
Illinois, May 6, 1848. He is a son of David and Mary Fielder who came to 
Illinois from Pennsylvania, and settled in Lancaster, Peoria county, where their 
son William was born. Mr. Fielder's mother died when he was four years old 
and his father when he was nine. He  was educated in the country schools around 
Lancaster, and finally in the grammar schools of Peoria, but was compelled to 
lay aside his books before he had completed the eighth grade. Even during his 
school course, he worked as a farm hand in the summer, spending the winter 
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months in study, and in the fall of 1867 he entered the circuit clerk's office in 
Peoria? as recorder, where he remained until 1876. In the spring of the follow- 
ing year, 1877, he was elected justice of the peace, and began his long term of 
service in this capacity. H e  was in office continuously from the spring of 1877 
until the spring of 1893. EIe'was out of office for one term of four years from 
1893 to 1897, when he was again elected, serving until the spring of ~ g q .  During 
his twenty-eight years of service, Mr. Fielder gained for himself an enviable 
reputation in his field of work. His ,honorable and upright character, his sense 
of duty, and his broad intelligence, made him an ideal man for  the position, and 
how ably he served the people, is evidenced by their continued choice of him for 
the office. Mr. Fielder is a consistent democrat, with a firm belief in the prin- 
ciples of that political party. H e  has been a notary public since 1868. Mr. Fielder 
is active in many fraternal organizations. He has belonged to the Modern Wood- 
men of America since December 1889 and for two years held the office of treas- 
urer in the Knights and Ladies of Honor. H e  is active in the Independent 
Order of Redmen, to which organization he has belonged for twenty years, and 
has represented the Peoria branch of it in state meetings some ten or twelve 
times, and was state district deputy for  one year. H e  is a prominent member 
of the Royal Keighhors of America and of the Order of Druids. 

On April I ,  1880 William Fielder was married in Peoria to Miss Winifred 
Slalee and they have one daughter, Mae, living at home. Mrs. Fielder's father 
was Edward Malee, a laborer residing in Peoria. Mr. Fielder's long term of 
service as justice of the peace, and the record of efficiency which he made while 
in office, have made him a prominent figure in the city and county of Peoria. 

NICHOLAS R. DAY. 

In 1875, a little Irish lad fourteen years old, came to the old C. I3. & Q. depot 
in Peoria, and applied to Mr. Lucas Rterkle, then in charge of the station restau- 
rant, for a position. He was put to washing dishes, and doing other odd chores 
around the station. Today, that little boy, grown up, Nicholas R. Day is owner 
of the restaurants in both the large railroad stations it this city, the Union and 
Rock Island depots. I t  is an undoubted fact that the success of a man is not 
measured so much by the position he has gained in life, as by the position from 
which he has risen. But Kicholas Day has gained success of both sorts. H e  has 
attained a high place in the city of his birth, and he has risen from a very low 
one. The qualities which made him a good dishwasher in the little old C. U. CCr 
Q. station, when he was fourteen years of age, have made him a successful hotel 
and restaurant owner today. Promptness in execution, thoroughness in every un- 
dertaking, cleanliness, willingness to work, are qualities which are inevitably domi- 
nant influences in the life of the man who possesses them. Nicholas R. Day's 
success was based upon their presence in his character. H e  was born in St; 
Louis, Missouri, June I,  1861. H e  was of direct Irish descent, his father, 
Patricli Day, having come from- Ireland with his father to America when but 
fourteen years o f  age. His mother, Ann Neyton was two years old when she 
was brought from Ireland. The family moved from Missouri to Illinois, when 
Nicholas Day was very young, and settled near Farmdale, and in the country 
schools around this village, their son acquired his education. He left school at 
the age of fourteen, and washed dishes in the railroad restaurant for a number 
of years. When the Rock Island station was built, Nicholas Day entered the 
restaurant there where he served in various capacities until 1888. All during 
his business career, he ha'd carefully saved his earnings, until in that year, the 
little dishwasher was able to buy the restaurant privileges in the Rock Island 
depot, where he carried on a very successful business for a number of years, 
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and where he is still owner. H e  is also owner and manager of the lunch counter 
and restaurant in the Union station of this city, and his energy, ability and knowl- 
edge of his business, have talcen the departments of which he has control, out of 
the class of ordinary station restaurants. Mr. Day is prominent in business 
circles of the city in other directions. H e  is vice president and a director of the 
Peoria Artificial Ice Company, and is active and prominent in the Peoria Associa- 
tion of Commerce. H e  votes a consistently republican ticket on national issues. 
hut keeps himself independent of party lines and political partisanship in local 
affairs. H e  is prominent in the Knights of Pythias, the Elks and the lnfodern 
MJoodmen of America, and is a member of the Creve Coeur Club. 

Sicholas R. Day was married in Peoria in 1885, to Miss Amelia Schleicher, 
daughter of George Schleicher of this city, and they have two children: Eva, 
the wife of Fred Seifert. Jr., of Peoria; and Arthur L. ~ v h o  is associated with his 
father in business. Mr. Day is essentially a self-made man, who by his indefati- 
gable energy, unswerving determination, and rare ability has carved out an hon- 
orable career for hinlself, in a city where he began at the bottom rung of the 
ladder. 

GERDES, SPRAGUE & COAIPANY. 

During the last quarter of a century, the insurance business of Peoria has 
grown to such enormous proportions that the same amount of business wl~icll 
half a dozen companies performed twenty-five years ago, now com~nands the 
attention of over fifty firms, the ~ n e ~ n b e r s  of which are among the most influen- 
tial, energetic, public-spirited and wealthy citizens. Many of them are men who 
have worked their way from the humblest positions in their professions, and 
by a praiseworthy perseverance, indomitable courage and unflagging industry 
have carved their names upon the roll of honor in the commercial world of the 
city. illany are young men who have started out with an honorable business 
ancestry behind them, and a bright future of honorable industry ahead. The 
coming greatness of Peoria, the rise of her commercial enterprises, the upbuild- 
ing of her public institutions, are all in the hands of the young business men of 
today. They hold in their offices, the coming glory of their city. Inasmuch as 
their policies are honorable, their methods efficient, and their honesty unquesa 
tioned, the future of the business of their city will be unquestioned, efficient 
and honorable too. I t  would be superfluous to ask if these men deserve well 
of their fellowmen. The  history of Peoria would be imperfect without honor- 
able mention in this class of the insurance firm of Gerdes, Sprague & Company, 
which while still in its early youth, is one of the most popular and widely known. 

The firm was organized in 1905 by Charles K. Gerdes, son of the late Alt. 
Gerdes, a prominent man in Peoria during his life and treasurer of the city a t  
the time of his death. #Mr. Gerdes secured the agency of one company, the 
Standard Accident of Detroit, Michigan, and upon this slim foundation, started 
out to make his name in the business world. His career since that time pre- 
sents a fine example of honesty, energy and perseverance, struggling with all the 
obstacles which present themselves in a young business, and rising at the present 
day to complete triumph. The small agency has now grown till it is the largest 
for the Standard in the state, the personal accident premiums approximating ten 
thousand per year. This remarkable growth did not come by chance. Mr. Gercles 
devoted his time and attention and his best energies to the expanding and develop- 
ing of his business, and from 1905 to 1go8 its success was the result solely of 
his business capacity and individual effort. 

In rgo8 Mr. Gerdes entered into partnership with Loyal T. Sprague, Jr., 
the son of Dr. Loyal T. Sprague of Peoria, and the partnership was a remark- 
ably happy inspiration. Mr. Sprague was well prepared by heredity and educa- 
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tion to talie his place in the business circles of his native city. His preparatory 
educatioil was received at Lawrence Academy at Groton, Massachusetts and 
supplemented by a course at Darti~louth College. After leaving Dartmouth, hIr. 
Sprague entered the circulation department of the Peoria Journal, but left it in 
a short time io join Mr. Gerdes in his rapidly growing insurance business. The 
business was entirely reorganized at this time, and fire insurance and other lines 
were added, the capitalization increased, and the business generally widened. 

The office of the firm was at this time in the Old Library building at the 
corner of Jefferson and Main streets. This building was destroyed by fire in 
June, 1910, and the danger with ~vl~icll  many valuable papers of the firm were 
threatened at this time, made the necessity of a fire-proof vault apparent. The 
office of the firm was moved to their present location at 123 North Jefferson 
street, and a policy of duplicating all records and keeping one set a t  all times 
in the large fire-proof vault away from danger, was inaugurated. 

The success of the firm of Gerdes, Sprague & Company, since that time 
has been singularly rapid. The members of the company are among the young 
business men of the city whose lives and personal exertions have done much 
toward the material and con~mercial prosperity of Peoria. Both Mr. Sprague 
and Mr. Gerdes are remarkable for their steadiness of purpose and strict atten- 
tion to business. Their activities have grown from quite an unpretentious be- 
ginning until today they have the agency for ten fire insurance companies, two 
surety companies, two life insurance companies, three accident and liability 
companies, and fourteen other companies, writing various lines of insurance, 
such as automobile, marine, burglary, baggage and motor boat insurance. 

Their success is an example of what Young America can do, if given a chance 
at success. Both the members of the firm are still young men, full of the fire of 
youth, of wonderful energy and tireless diligence, well versed in their business, 
gifted with preeminently engaging social qualities. The men who have made 
Peoria great in the past, like the men who are making it greater in the present 
and the men who will in the future make it far greater still, are men who have 
never been satisfied with a little achievement. They have kept trying to do a 
little better. The young men of Peoria today are building for the future, and 
it is to such young, active and honest business men as the members of the firm 
of Gerdes, Sprague Pr Company, that the city must look to make that future hon- 
orable. 

R. B. KIRKPATRICK, M. D. 

More than fifteen years have come and gone since Dr. R. E. Kirkpatrick opened 
an office in Peoria, where he is now engaged in general practice and where his 
advancement has been continuous and gratifying. He had previously followed 
his profession in La Harpe, Hancoclc county, Illinois, for about fifteen years. I-Ie 
was born at Wheeling, West Virginia, April 28, 1855, and is a son of Dr. George 
Kirkpatrick. The father removed to La Harpe when his son was a little child 
and there practiced for over fifty years. In that village Dr. R. B. Kirkpatrick 
spent his youthful days, attending the public and high schools until graduated 
from the latter. He worked in a drug store for a time but became imbued with 
a desire to follow in the professional footsteps of his father. Whether it was an 
inherited tendency, early environment or natural predilection that led to his choice 
of a profession, it is impossible to determine, but at all events he resolved to  
become a physician and his success indicates that he has chosen wisely and well. 
He began study in Bennett Eclectic College at Chicago and on the completion 
of the full course was graduated with the class of 1887. H e  then returned to 
La Harpe, where he joined his father in practice, the business association between 
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them continuing until the son removed to Peoria in 1896. Here he continues in 
general practice and his wort11 is demonstrated in the large patronage accorded him. 

In 1880 was celebrated the marriage of Dr. Kirkpatrick and Miss Anna Harris, 
a daughter of Edwin Harris, of Carthage. Illinois. Their marriage has been 
blessed with two children: Madge, a teacher of domestic science in the high school 
of Peoria, who is a graduate of that school, also of the Lake Forest College and 
of Bradley Polytechnic Iilstitute; and Lisle, who is a teacher in the kindergarten. 
Shc, too, was graduated from the Peoria high school and the Cradley Polytechnic 
Jnstitute. 

Dr. Kirkpatrick is a Rlason, who has taken the degrees of the blue lodge, chap- 
ter and commandery, being now a Knight Templar. H e  belongs to the Illinois 
State Eclectic Medical Association and the Sational Eclectic Medical Association 
and is easily the foremost eclectic physician of this city. H e  keeps thoroughly in- 
formed concerning modern inetl~ods of practice and his work is follo~ved by good 
results, showing that his labors are based upon broad, scientific principles. 

For n~arly years one of the most prominent names in Peoria county and 
one which has bee11 actively identified with its agricultural life for more than 
half a century, is that of the Stowell family, whose present representative, Sam- 
uel R. Stowell, is now living retired at 161 North University avenue. The first 
of the name to settle in Illinois was Ebenezer Stowell, the father of the subject 
of this sketch. The family was originally from Vermont, whence a representative 
went at an early date to Ken1 York, where Ebenezer was born October 19, 1807. 
His father was Abisha and his grandfather Israel Stowell. Ebenezer learned 
the trade of carpenter and millwright in his native state and in 1836, in com- 
pany with Roswell and Isaiah Kurse, made the journey from K e ~ v  York to Illi- 
nois on foot. Arriving here, he took up some land in Peoria county, and walked 
to Quincy to complete the details of the transaction at the United States land 
office there. 

Ebenezer Stowell was twice married. His first wife was Paulina Bridge- 
man, whom he wedded February 23, 1833, and she died in RIay of the followiilg 
year, leaving him one son, Orson, who died on February 23, 1904. In October 
1835, Ebenezer Stowell married his first wife's sister, Laura Bridgeman, by whom 
he had the followii~g children: Calvin, born October 5, 1836, formerly a farmer 
of Hallock townshil) but now of Savannah, Georgia, \~11ere he makes his home; 
Henry, who was born March 14, 1841, and died March 16, 1853; Charles E., 
whose birth occurred on September 23, 1843, and who died January 19, 1845; 
Mary C., who was born on April 4, 1845, and is now a resident of R;Iarshall 
county; Cl~arles E., the second of that name, who was born on March 6, 1848, 
and is now a farmer of Marshall county; Samuel R., who was born February 23, 
1850, and is the subject of this sketch; Anna Paulina, born May 14, 1851, who 
is a resident of Blue Ridge; and Ebenezer, Jr., who was born Rlarch 11, 1855, 
and died July 28, 1892, a t  the age of thirty-seven years. Ebenezer Stowell, the 
father, died on May 7, 1880, and his wife survived him until April 19, 1889. 

Samuel R. Stowell spent all his active life as a farmer in this county. He 
was keenly interested in the science of agriculture and in the new methods of 
farming which were constantly coming into use. At the time of his retirement, 
he was lanown as a practical, keen and intelligent farmer, whose intelligent 
methods and knowledge of the details of the life enabled him to acquire a com- 
petency upon xvhicl~ he could retire for the remainder of his days. He is a re- 
publican in his political affiliations, and he and his family are faithful members 
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of .the Congregational church of Lawn Ridge, Peoria county, of which his father 
and mother were ail1ong the original founders in 1545. 

On Xovember 4, 1886. Sailluel R. Stowell married Miss Clara Hollister of 
Hamlet, Alercer county, Illinois, and they became the parents of three children: 
Ruth, born January 19, 1888, who on October 4, 1911, married R. M. Turnbull 
of La Prairie, hIarshal1 county, where she now resides; Armina, born April 23, 
1890, now a student at Bradley Polytechnic Institute ; and Esther, born November 
4, 1898, \vho is no\v attending the I;ranl.;lin school of this city. The parents and 
grandparents gf Mrs. Howell came in 1547 froin New York state to Illinois and 
settled at Ulue Ridge this state. 

The members of the Stowell family are justly proud of their long residence 
in Illinois. Calvin Stowell, eldest of the brothers, writing of his father, Ebenezer, 
who was one of the earliest pillars of the county, says: "So far as I can remem- 
ber, there is no one who could testify in regard to the facts connected with our 
final move to Illinois in 1843 aside from the writer. The incidents connected with 
his first trip to Illinois on his exploring expedition in 1836 we can only give from 
memory as we have heard them talked over again and again at the fireside in our 
childhood days and often repeated in our maturer years. So under existing 
conditions we should feel ourselves unworthy of the father who begot us or the 
mother who bore us if we sl~ould refuse to give any facts in regard to those pio- 
neer years of hardships and heroic endeavor and endurance that would add any- 
thing to the history of the early settlers of Illinois whose lives are now numbered 
upon the records of the heroic deeds of the past. 

"In the spring of 1836 when my father, Ebenezer Stowell, was twenty-nine 
years of age, he with his first cousin, Roswell Nurse, and the latter's son, Isaiah 
Surse,  a young man just at his majority, packed their grips with such things only 
as were absolutely necessary for health and comfort on the road, and with one 
rifle as their only weapon, which they carried turn about, started from Bain- 
bridge, Chenango county, New York, for the much talked of land of promise, 
the young state of Illinois. Their plan was to make the trip on foot and to make 
any side explorations in going as might be deemed best. Just the route they 
took we are unable to state, further than this that they explored quite thoroughly 
much of the cquntry along the Wabash river in Indiana and then struck across to 
Peoria, Illinois, which was then little more than a village. From there, they 
went up the river to Chillicothe, a town of a few houses along the river bank. 
Here they met Jacob Eooth whom they had known in New York state and who 
had preceded them by a length of time unknown to us. W e  have also heard 
them speak of meeting J. H. McKeen, now a resident of Wyoming, Illinois, well 
past his forescore and ten years. But they had little time for visiting, time was 
precious, and they were there on business. Leaving Chillicothe, they went to 
Iiorthampton where Reuben Hamlin had a tavern. Here they established head- 
quarters while exploring the county. They finally located timber land which has 
since been called Blue Ridge, and prairie land along the south line of Marshall 
county where Lawn Ridge now stands. They then took up their line of march 
for Quincy, Illinois, a distance of one hundred and sixty miles, the site of the 
nearest land office. Having made their entries and secured their patents, they 
returned to Hamlins, which they made their stopping place while they built a 
small but comfortable log house on the exact spot where Isaiah Nurse subse- 
quently built a good, substantial home now owned by H. H. Nurse and occupied 
by his son. Game was plentiful in those days and in their walking back and forth 
to Hamlins thev often picked up a turkey with their rifle, thus adding to their 
naturally limited bill of fare. 

"It was now getting along well in the fall. It was arranged that Isaiah Nurse 
should remain and keep house while Roswell Nurse and my father should return 
to the east for their families. So the two men started on their march for Chicago 
with a view of shortening their trip to New York by taking a schooner to Buffalo, 
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Xew York. It  was late in the fall and they often had to lie in the lee of some 
island hefore they could proceed. Three weeks were consumed in the trip from 
Chicago to Buffalo. Here they took up their line of march for their old home 
about the center of the state on the south line, their trip finished and the task 
they set out to do, accon~plished. I t  was upon his return from Illinois that we first 
met our father, our arrival having anticipated him by a few weeks." Here closed 
the first chapter of the record. 

"The spring following their return to New York state Roswell Nurse moved 
with his family to their possessions in Illinois. My father being a mechanic, with 
plenty of work in the east and no assurance of any in his line in the west, deferred 
moving his family until 1843, when, with a good team of mares attached to a 
wagon with the box seat on springs, our family, then five in number, started on 
the long road to our future home, which we reached in three weeks and a half. 
A young inan named John Champlin went through with us, driving a horse and 
buggy of Dr. Ashed Wilmotts who moved to Illinois the same spring. Our 
heavy goods which our father had drawn to Olean Point in the late winter before 
when they were rafted down the Ohio river in charge of uncle Lyman Robin- 
son, who came around by water the same spring, arriving at our destination some 
weeks ahead of us. The day after our arrival the goods were stored and father's 
fanlily found shelter with the neighbors, and father set out for a sawmill which 
he found on Senatchwine creelc about two miles north of Northampton. Being a 
millwright, he soon had it in order, and was sawing lumber for a house, Champlin 
drawing the lumber to the site designated for a home. In just two weeks the 
family was housed under its own roof. Crude as it was, it was home and we 
were soon enjoying life in our new environment. Being a Yankee, our father 
considered a barn indispensable and the second year he built a good substantial 
structure, enclosed with hardwood lumber of his own sawing. H e  secured jobs 
of repairing flour mills and sawmills, one near Princeton, and one near Crow 
creek. He also did worli on the old Evans flour mill, which many of the old 
settlers remember as located near Kickapoo, Peoria county. Clothing was among 
the important articles to be provided for and a flock of sheep was among the 
first things to be looked after, the care of which in those early days was no small 
matter, as  they constantly had to be protected from the preying of wolves. The 
wool thus grown was spun into yarn and woven into cloth by my mother's deft 
fingers and by her the cloth was cut and made into garments for the whole family. 
From her loom also came many a bolt for the neighbors, with all of whom com- 
fort counted more than mere style. 

"The year 1840 is approximately the year of the building of the little brick 
schoolhouse from which many of us were graduated and the church room which 
the circuit rider came and held forth every four weeks. Dr. A. Vlrilmotts, Ka- 
thaniel Smith and my father, with their wives, organized the Congregational 
church, not as a rival but as a helper in maintaining religious services. Owen 
Lovejoy of Princeton was at the head of the council of organization. This 
church worked harmo~~iously with the Methodist people and for the general good 
of all until in the process of settlement a few years later, service was moved 
to Lawn Ridge where the church still stands a r  d has the honor of being the parent 
from which the Congregational churches of Stark, Edelstein and Speer have 
sprung. 

"Uncle Erastus and Lucas Root joined hands with my father in an effort to 
set apart the only living spring of water to the general public and the same was 
bought and deeded to the public forever. Uncle Nathan Stowell, who with our 
father and brother, was making hay about three miles from home, was struck 
dead with lightning. Brother Orson was injured, but my father was unhurt. 
This uncle, with a younger brother were the first persons to be buried in Blue 
Ridge cemetery. My father died in 1880 in his seventy-third year, and my mother 
in 1889 in her eighty-first year. 
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"Re it said to the credit of our people in that settlement that we have no 
recollection of a law suit in sixty-five years. In looking back over the record of 
those in and around the old settlement, as early as 1846 we can count the graves 
of at least twelve fathers and mothers who rest side by side in the little settlement 
cemetery. 

"Within a half mile of our old home, we wooed and won the faithful wife 
who had walked by our side for forty-six years. Here our first child was born. 
Here, when the curtain falls we expect to have our final resting place among the 
old neighbors, kindred and friends who111 we ltnew so long and so well." 

LUCAS I. EUTTS. 

Lucas I. Eutts is one of the best 1;nown and most pron~inent figures in Peoria 
today. I-Iis name Is associated with every movenlent for the development and 
improvement of the city, and he uses his well established political talents for 
the promotion of its progress and growth. H e  is at present representing the 
Peoria district in the Illi~lois general assembly, and has gained a reputation 
throughout the state for his constant indorsement of reliable and clean legis- 
lation. 

1-ucas I. Butts is a native of Memphis, Tennessee, having been born in that 
city June 5, 1874. His parents were William H. and Ellen J. (Lucas) Butts. 
The family have been in America since pre-Revolutionary times, his great-great- 
grandfather, Isaac Lucas having served as a private for eight years in the War  
for  Independence. The grandfather of the subject of this sketch, George L. 
Lucas, served during the entire Civil war as a11 Illinois volunteer in the Federal 
army, as surgeon with the rank of major. Lucas I. Butts' father, William H. 
Ctltts, carried on the military traditions of the family by serving as private in 
Company A, Seventeenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry in the l i a r  of the Rebellion, 
and was wounded at Fort Donelson. 

Lucas I. Butts was educated in the grammar and high schools of Peoria, and 
later attended Jubilee College, at Jubilee, Illinois. After his schooling he en- 
gaged in the coal, linle and cenlent business, in the employ of the Peoria Fuel 
Company. He left this line of busi~iess in lgoo when he was elected clerk of 
Peoria county, attaining this office when but twenty-six years old, and had the 
distinction at that time of being the youngest clerk ever elected in Peoria county. 
H e  was elected chairman of the county board, and his work in this capacity 
is still rememberetl. His executive ability and his capacity for work stood him 
in good stead in this capacity, and he promptly set about applying some of his 
ideas to the active operation of the affairs of the board. He was instrunlental 
in retiring county time orders in the sum of two hundred and forty-two thousand 
five hunclred dollars, drawing from five to seven per cent interest, and reissuing 
twenty year bonds rlrawing four per cent interest, thus saving for Peoria county 
a large anlount of money antlually. This was only one of the many changes 
he illade it1 the administration of affairs under his charge. H e  applied common 
sense to the nlanagetllent of the county business and revamped and overhauled 
the ancient manner of hanclling county affairs. Xr .  Gtitts held the office of 
county clerk for six years.' In the spring of 1908 he was elected chairman of the 
Peoria county board of supervisors, ant1 in the follo\ving fall was elected a 
tnember of the Illillois house of re~resentatives, which office he has held since 
that time. taking an active part in the affairs of the Forty-sixth and the Forty- 
seventh Illinois general assembly. Mr. Butts' politics are co~lsistent l~ republican, 
and his political affiliations are matters of principle and belief and not of mere 
partisanship. H e  has constantly opposed in the course of his public career every- 
thing that savored of boss rule and gang methods. His politics have been clean 
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and Ilis clealings straightfor\vard and he has nlade for himself a record in the 
lllinois house of representatives which few men of his age have equalled. 

Mr. Butts' patriotism, which is a tradition in his faillily coming down to 
hi111 through several generations of ancestors ~ 1 1 0  fought in the various Ameri- 
can wars, has always been an  active factor in his life. When the Spanish- 
American war broke out, he was a inember of the Illinois Naval Reserve, and in 
May, 1898, he enlisted.as an ordinary seaman in the United States navy. In 
Iune of the same year, he was made yeoman of the third class alld sent aboard 
ihe United States Gunboat Sewport. H e  served during his term of enlistment 
on the Lancaster, the Newport and the I'ermont, acting as captain's writer. H e  
was on the Newport wl~en  it blockaded Havana and Mariel, Cuba, captured 
several vessels as prizes, and convoyed them to New Yorli city. H e  was hon- 
orahly discharged with recoinmendatioll for reenlistinent. September 13, 1898. 

l;raternally, Lucas I. Butts is a member of the hlasonic order, and is proini- 
nent in the Nodern Vl'oodn~en of America. H e  l~oltls meml~ership in the Sons 
of the Revolution and the Spanish IVar Veterans. Socially, he is a prominent 
meniber of the Creve Coeur Club. 

Lucas I. Cutts is one of Peoria's rising politicians. The  prominence which 
he has reached in local and state affairs is the result of his honorable methods, 
his constant support of popular and progressive legislation, and his consistent 
efforts for  the betterment and improvement of municipal and state conditions. 

W A L T E R  A. CLINCH. 

One of the enterprising citizens of Peoria county is I ia l te r  A. Clinch, who 
is a member of the ballliing firill of Clinch, Schencli & Lott, of Elmwood. H e  
is a native resident of Elmwood township, born September 24, 1856, the son of 
Tllotilas and Sarah An11 (Eohanan) Clinch, a slietch of whom appears on an- 
other page of this work. I ia l te r  A. Clinch received his early education in the 
public schools of Elmwood township, and also completed a high-school course 
in Elmwood. Later he became a student of the Wesleyan University at  Bloom- 
ington, Illinois. Subsequently he entered the law firm of Jaines & Jack at 
Peoria, Illinois, remaining with them until 1878, when he was admitted to the 
har. H e  then gave his entire time to the practice of his profession for a short 
time, but was forced to give up the same on account of ill health. In  1886 he 
entered the banking firm of Clinch, Schenck & Lott, of which his father was 
one of the organizers. Since then he has ever been connected with the banking 
business, although he gives some attelltion to  the practice of law. H e  also owns 
a dry-goods store in Eln~\vood, whicll store is now operated by his son, Paul. 
All his life he has been more or less connected with farming interests, no\v oow- 
ing a valuable farm which he rents to tenants. 

0 1 1  the 23th of September, 18c93, Mr. Clinch was united in marriage with 
Miss Bessie Miller, a native of Eurlington, Iowa, and a daughter of Rev. John 
hfiller, who for twenty-two years \\-as pastor of the German Refornled church 
at Peoria. His wife, the mother of Mrs. Clinch, \\.as Cornelia I7anDoren Camp, 
a native of Eruns\vicIc, Germany. Mr. AIiiler was born in Saxony, Germany, 
and canle to .4inerica in 1848, when he was nineteen years of age. H e  followed 
his calling as a minister here until his death in October. 1910. His wife passed 
anray several years before. T o  Mr. and Rlrs. Clinch have been born two sons: 
Charles E.. ivho is now in the banking busiiless with his father ; and Paul C.. 
who operates his father's dry-goods store in this city. Eoth sons were educated 
at Knos  College. 

In his polltical views I I r .  Clinch is a republican and for the past five years 
has served on the county board of supervisors, and at the present time is chair- 
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man of the same. Also, he has served as a illember of the board of re vie\^. 
Fraternally he is identified with the &Iasons and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. He has ever given much time and attention to the interests of educa- 
tion, and served for years as a member of the educational board of Elmwood. 
l l r s .  Clinch belongs to the Congregational church. Mr. Clinch is interested in 
all that pertains to the welfare and upbuilding of the community and his labors 
both as a lawyer and as a banker have brought him a measure of success which 
is gratifying, for his prosperity is due not only to his diligence, but also to his 
business probity. 

A. J. HENSELER. 

The late A. J. IJenseler, who for many years was engaged in the \vholesale 
liquor business at 321 South Washington street, was a worthy representative of 
the conltnercial interests of Peoria. A native of Prussia, he was born in the city 
of Opladen, on the 10th of September, 1849, and was a son of John Engelbert 
and \Vilhelmina (Kirsch) Henseler, who were born, reared and married in 
Prussia. The pxternal grandfather was a soldier under the great Kapoleon 
from 1809 to 1813, and during that time he participated in the Spanish invasion 
and he was one of the footsore and weary that retreated from Moscow. To- 
gether with his wife and family, John Engelbert Henseler, who was an architect 
and builder, emigrated to the United States in 1853. Upon his ai-rival in this 
country he located in Chicago, but eighteen months later he came to Peoria, 
where he reared his family and passed the remainder of his life. He served for  
three years in the engineer corps of the Prussian army and when the Civil war 
broke out in 1861 he enlisted and went to the front as lieutenant of a Llissouri 
Engineer Corps. Two years later he resigned, owing to the condition of his 
health, and was discharged with the rank of captain. The mother passed away 
in 1857. 

A. 1. Henseler was a child of four years when his parents emigrated to the 
united-States, and a boy of six when they located in Peoria, where he ever after 
lived. In the acquirement of his education he attended the German Catholic 
school of St. Joseph's parish until he was thirteen, when he laid aside his text- 
books and began earning his own living. His first position was that of store 
boy for L. Rohrbach by whom he was employed for three years. H e  next entered 
the service of Muller & Kruse, dry-goods merchants, remaining with them 
until 1868. \Vhen he withdrew froill the en~ployment of this firm he took a 
position as salesman with a lightning rod company, following this occupation 
for a year. In 1870 he became a salesman for the wholesale liquor house of 
1,ouis Green & Company, his services in this capacity proving so acceptable that 
at the expiration of a year he was taken into the firm. H e  remained on the road 
as a salesman for the company until January, 1889, when he purchased the entire 
business, and the next year he took his brother Philip into partnership with him. 
Under his excellent supervision and management the business developed in a 
remarkable manner, the firm of A. J. Henseler becoming one of the best known 
wholesale liquor houses in this section of the state. He was a man of enterpris- 
ing and progressive methods, who not only had the faculty of winning patrons, 
but always accorded them such courteous and considerate treatment that he was 
able to retain their confidence and esteem. Far-sighted in his methods he never 
permitted the profits of the present to jeopardize the returns of the future, and 
made it a point at all times to truthfully represent his goods and to provide as 
good or better an article as could be put out by any other house for the same 
price. He was very much absorbed in the development of his business and 
devoted himself closely to it until late in the year 1896, when his health began to 
fail and after a lingering illness of ten months he passed away on the 27th of 
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June, 1897, at the age of forty-seven years. His death was a loss to the entire 
community, as  he was a man of progressive and enterprising spirit, who took 
all active and helpful interest in all things pertaining to the public welfare. 

On the 14th of April, 1872, Mr. Henseler was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizabeth Errion, a native of Germany, whence she emigrated to America with 
her father in 1855. To  Mr. and Mrs. Henseler there were born two children, 
a son ancl a daughter, both of whom are now deceased. William Alexander, who 
was born on the zd of November, 1872, died on November I, 1888, the day pre- 
ceding the sixteenth anniversary of his birth. Freda R., the daughter, was born 
on October 28, 1874. She became the wife of Dr. Fred Duval Waugh in August, 
190, and passed away February 13, 191 I. 

Fraternally he was affiliated wit11 the Knights of Pythias, being past chan- 
cellor of Calantha Lodge, No. 47;  he also belonged to Peoria Lodge, No. 20, A. 0. 
U. W. ; the Peoria Comn~ercial Club; the Peoria Commercial Travelers Associa- 
tion; and Ellcs Lodge, No. 20. Nineteen years on the road in the capacity of a 
traveling salesman, caused him to always take an active interest in everything 
connected with the Travelers Association of which he was one of the strongest 
and most enthusiastic workers, and here as elsewhere he has been greatly missed. 
Mr. Henseler was a self-made man in every sense of the word, his success being 
entirely attributable to his energy, determination of purpose and perseverance 
that carried him to the goal of 111s ambition. His career was not distinguished 
by any particularly brilliant achievements but was the orderly, permanent prog- 
ress that characterizes the developlnent of the man who is dependent upon his 
own efforts. The business of the firm he directed so capably is now under the 
management of his brother and partner, Philip Henseler, u~ho  is a most enter- 
prising business man and a worthy successor of the former head of the house. 
In the condtlct of this concern, Philip Henseler is adhering to the policy they 
adopted during the life time of his brother and as a result the enterprise is pros- 
pering satisfactorily, each year's receipts showing a inarlced advance over those 
of the one previous. 

JOHN A. KELLY. 

John A. Kelly, who has been engaged in the hotel business in Peoria for the 
past thirty-two years, is the proprietor of four hotels in this city,'all of which are 
being conducted under his management. H e  was born in April, 1850, and is a 
son of James Kelly, a native of Ireland, \vho was a cabinet-maker by trade. 

After the accluirement of a common-school education, John A. Kelly learned 
the cabinet-malier's trade of his father, following this occupation until he was 
thirty years of age. He came to Peoria on the 12th of July, 1872, and has ever 
since made this city his home. H e  was an enterprising young man of industrious 
habits and met with such success in following his trade that he acquired suf- 
ficient capital to enable him to engage in the hotel business. In 1880 he opened 
his first house at the corner of Fulton and Bridge streets. I t  has always been 
his policy to run a good, clean, moderate-priced hotel for the accommodation of 
the farmers and rural community. His efforts in this direction have succeeded 
and he has built up an excellent patronage, and is in all probability one of the 
best known men in the county, while he can boast a larger acquaintance among 
the farming community than any other man in Peoria. As his business devel- 
oped he extended the scope of his activities by establishing another hotel on 
Adams street, and he subsequently opened one at I 10 and 112 Madison street, 
where he and his family live, while he has a fourth house at Jefferson and Ful- 
ton streets, in the Jobst block. All of these are widely known among the country 
population, and are well patronized by the farmers throughout the county. 
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I t  has always been Mr. Kelly's aim to keep a quiet, orderly house, with neat, 
comfortable rooms and a substantial table, such as will appeal to the man of 
simple tastes who is willing to pay for comforts but does not demand extrava- 
gant luxuries. That he has succeeded in his effort is manifested by the excelleilt 
patronage he has built up and by the fact that he is known as the "farmers' 
friend." People from the rural districts for  miles around never think of stop- 
ping anywhere but at "Kelly's," when they come to the city. 

Mr. Kelly is married and has one daughter, Beatrice. He was only twenty- 
two years of age when he came to Peoria and here he cast his first presidential 
vote, which was for Horace Greeley. The polling place was on the present site 
of the Union Passenger Station. Mr. Kelly was quite active in politics for many 
years, but he no longer participates in nlunicipal affairs, although he always 
makes it a point to appear at the polls on election day. He is a most agreeable 
man of a genial nature ant1 cordial manner, who is intensely loyal to his friends 
and is at all times ready to assist those who are unfortunate. His residence in 
Peoria covers a period of more than a quarter of a century, and during that time 
he has manifested those clualities that entitle hiill to the respect he is accortletl 
by all who know hin~.  

HENRY JOHNSON KREY. 

Henry Johnson Krey, who since 1903 has resided on his excellent farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres in Elmwood township, was born in Ostfriesland, 
Germany, January 23,  1858. He is the son of John and Maria Krey, both of 
who111 were natives of that country, and the mother is still living there. The 
father diet1 in 1895. H e  was a lal~orer and reared a fanlily of ten children, six 
of whom are now living. They are I-Ienry Johnson, of this review; Aaron, who 
resides in Iowa; ant1 two soils and two daughters who live in Germany. Two 
of his sons XVIIO came to r\merica passed away in Peoria county. 

1-lenry J. Krey ~ v a s  educated in the public schools of Gerillany and, being 
the eldest in a large family of children, it becaine necessary for hiin to work 
very hard in 11js boyhood days to help toward the support of the family. 111 1885 
he came to America, reaching Peoria on May 19th of that year. I-Ie here worked 
in a starch factory for four months, receiving as compensation for his services one 
clollar and ten cents per day. Afterward he was employed on a farin for two 
years. H e  then worked for a year in a boarding house and in a coal bank, at 
a salary of two hundred dollars per year. Subsequently he took up mining, earn- 
ing as a daily wage one dollar and a half for ten hours' work. Finally he rented 
a small farm of forty acres, on which there was a coal bank, and he engaged there 
in farming and coal mining for five years. Later he rented a larger farm of 
three hundred acres, which he operated for two years. He then farmed on a 
two hundred acre tract of rented land for three years. In 1903 he purchased 
his present home of one hundred and sixty acres of land in Elmwood township 
and has since resided there, being engaged in general farming, in whicl~ he is 
very successful. 

On December 4, 1878, Mr. Krey married ,Miss Margaret Johnson, a native of 
Ostfriesland, Germany, and a daughter of John Henry and Anna Johnson, who 
resided all their lives in Germany. In their family were eight children, of whom 
two brothers and one sister are now living in Germany. To  Mr. and Mrs. Krey 
have been born eight children, namely : Mary ; Anna ; John ; Aaron, deceased ; 
Margaret; Mina; Henry ; and Emma, deceased. In his political views Mr. Krey 
is a republican, and he is a member of the Lutheran church but now attends 
that of the lMethodist Episcopal denomination. Through his energy and per- 
sistence Mr.. Krey has gained the confidence and good-will of all with whom he 
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has been brought in contact and is justly accounted among the highly honored 
citizens of Elinwood township. He  has ever been thrifty and enterprising and 
deserves much commendation for  the success he has achieved, for he started out 
in life empty-handed and is now the owner of an  excellent home. 

\VILLIAM J. BUCK. 

William J. Buck was long a representative of agricultural interests in Peoria 
county but is now living retired, occupying a comfortable and attractive home 
in the city. H e  belongs to one of the oldest pioneer families of this section 
and is the owner of the old homestead farm upon which his grandfather settled 
in 1831. Since that date the name of Buck has been associated with the de- 
velopment and upbuilding of this section, and the work instituted by his grand- 
father and continued by his father has been carried on by IVilliam J. Buck, 
who is a loyal supporter of all the measures and movements for the benefit and 
upbuilding of the community. His birth occurred January 30, 1848, on section 
6, Iiollis township. His grandfather, Ahaliah Buck, was born in Pennsylvania, 
but in his boyhood accompanied his parents on their removal to Cayuga county, 
S e w  York. In 1801 he was united in marriage to Miss Annis Drake, who was 
born in Orange county, Kew York. They continued residents of the Empire 
state until 1830 when they 'removed westward, arriving in Peoria county some 
weeks later. 31r. Buck ivas pleased with the country and its prospects and then 
returned to the old home in the Empire state, walliing most of the way. Im- 
illediately afterward he packed his goods and with his family came overland to 
Illinois, establishing his home on section 6, Hollis township, in 1831. \Vith the 
pioneer development of the region he was closely associated through many years, 
and his labors proved at1 effective element in reclaiming this section for the 
Ilurpose of civilization. I-Ie successfully engaged in farming to the time of his 
death which occurred in 1855, ~v11en he was seventy-nine years of age, ~vhile his 
wife passed away January 13, 1861, a t  the very advanced age of eighty-three. 

Stephen D. Bucli, their son and the father of Ll'illian~ J. Buck, was born in 
Cayuga county, S e w  Yorlc, October 6, 1817, and was therefore a little lad of 
about thirteen years when the fainily came to Illinois. H e  early became familiar 
wit11 all the hartlships and trials incident to frontier life, the family settling 
here the year before the Elaclc I-Iawk war occurred. H e  coiltinued to till the 
land which his father had entered as a claim from the government, and for 
many years occupied a prominent position among the leading farmers of this 
part of the state. I-Te lived a quiet and unassuming life, and yet his sterling 
worth commended him to the good-will and high regard of all those with whom 
he came in contact. IHe (lied in 1899, and his wife, who was born June 22, 1820, 
has also passetl away. She bore the maiden name of Mary Smith and was a 
native of Kentucky. She too represented one of the pioneer families of this 
part of the state, and it was in Peoria county that she gave her hand in marriage 
to Stephen D. C ~ c l i .  

Their son, William J. Eucli, attended the district schools until twenty years 
of age and through the suillnler months aided in the work on the farm, early 
becoming familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and harvesting the 
crops. After leaving scl~ool he continued to assist his father on the old home- 
stead for  ten years, and in the meantime he saved a sufficient sum of money 
to purchase a farm of his own. H e  then made investment in land in Logan 
township where he carried on general agricultural pursuits until 1889, cultivating 
the crops best adapted to the soil and climate and adding to his farm many mod- 
ern in~provements and equipments. The  success which came to him year by 
year at length made him the possessor of a comfortable competence, relieving 
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him of the necessity for further labor. H e  then retired from active farm life, 
and, with his family, removed to Peoria. In  the meantime he purchased the in- 
terest of the other heirs in his father's estate and now owns the old family home- 
stead which his grandfather entered as a claim from the government in 1831. 
H e  has also acquired many other tracts of valuable farm land, his possessions 
being extensive and returning to him a very gratifying annual income. H e  is 
also a stockholder in the Avery Manufacturing Company of Peoria, one of the 
most modern industrial enterprises of the middle west. 

On the 24th of December, 1874, Mr. Buck was united in marriage to Miss 
Harriet I. Houghting, a daugl~ter of William and Elizabeth (Stewart) Hough- 
ting, who were natives of New York and settled in Hollis township in pioneer 
times, the father there following the occupation of farming. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Buck four children were born: Ray J., who is superintendent of railroad 
construction for the firm of Porter Brothers, is married and has four children- 
Mary Dorothy, Ruth Harriet, Ray Justin, Jr. and Charles Robert; Isabella, who 
is the wife of Clarence D. Murphy, of Peoria; Margaret, who is a t  home; and 
William H., the youngest of the family, who is still in school. 

Mr. Buck has always been interested in the cause of education and for many 
years served as school director. His political allegiance has always been given 
to the republican party and his religious faith is indicated in his membership 
in the First Presbyterian church. H e  is a home-loving man who has lived a 
quiet life, a t  all times free from ostentation, and yet he is recognized as one who 
merits public confidence and high regard, for  in all his business affairs he has 
been progressive and his business dealings have ever been characterized by the 
strictest principles of integrity and honor. 

LUKE SWEETSER. 

Luke Sweetser, who is meeting with success in the conduct of a real-estate 
business that he established in Peoria twenty years ago, is one of the well known 
residents of this city, where he has resided for sixty-three years. H e  is a native 
of Springfield, Massachusetts, his birth having occurred in 1847, and is the 
youngest of the three children born of the marriage of Abel and Eunice Sweetser, 
who were the parents of two sons and one daughter. The latter is deceased and 
the other son is a resident of Minneapolis, Minnesota. The father, who was a 
farmer, was also a native of Springfield, and there he was killed by an accident 
during the infancy of his son Luke. In 1848, the mother with her three children 
came to Peoria, and here Mr. Sweetser has ever since made his home. His 
mother had three brothers who were ship builders in New England. 

When he had reached the usual age, Luke Sweetser began his education in 
the public schools of this city, receiving his elementary training in the old Fourth 
Ward school located a t  the corner of Walnut and Adatns streets, where the 
Smith hotel now stands. During that period for one term he was so fortunate 
as to be the pupil of the veteran editor of the "Peoria Star," Eugene F. Baldwin. 
H e  subsequently enrolled in a private school, where he suppleitlented his early 
course and specialized in mathematics. During the latter years of his student 
days he worked during the vacation months, thus relieving his mother of much 
of the expense of his maintenance. When old enough to begin his business 
career he entered the store of P. C. & A. P. Bartlett, dry-goods merchants. In 
1866, he engaged in the grocery business but subsequently withdrew from this 
and twenty years ago established a real-estate office. Mr. Sweetser has met with 
very good success in this and now maintains an office in suite 506 of the German 
Fire Insurance building. H e  handles valuable property interests, has the entire 
management of several estates and has met with very good returns in his private 
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investments. During the Civil war he enlisted and went to the front as a member 
of Company C, Fourteenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry and later he belonged to 
Company G, Sixty-seventh Illinois Infantry, being in the service for sixteen 
months. 

For his wife Mr. Sweetser chose !Miss Laura Potter, a daughter-of William 
C. Potter, who was in the grain commission business in Peoria. Four sons were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Sweetser, two of whom are deceased. Of those living 
Irving J. is a resident of Chicago, while Nelson WT. is in Phoenix, British 
Columbia. Mrs. Sweetser is now in California for her health. 

The family have always attended the Congregational church of which the 
parents are active members. Mr. Sweetser has always been a great Sunday 
school worker and for more than thirty years he has been superintendent and 
assistant superintendent of the Plymouth Congregational Sunday school. H e  is 
a man of much religious zeal, and has for many years worked tirelessly in his 
efforts to promote the development of his church, toward the support of which 
he has generously contributed. H e  is descended from a long line of New Eng- 
land ancestors, all of whom were great church people.. Mr. Sweetser has high 
standards of citizenship and has always strongly indorsed every public move- 
ment that would tend to elevate the moral, intellectual or social welfare of the 
community. 

WILL G. 130WERS. 

Will G. Eowers, of Elmwood, is well linown in the banking world, having 
since 1904 served as state bank examiner of the northern district of Illinois, 
which includes all the counties north of Peoria except Cook county. A native 
of Elmwood, he was born May 7, 1856, a son of Daniel D. and Lucy A. (Gleason) 
Bowers. The father was born in New Hampshire and the mother in Massachu- 
setts and they were married in the latter state. In 1854 they removed to Illinois, 
settling in Salem township, Knox county, and after about three years removed 
to Elmwood. Here the father engaged in merchandising and was also postmaster 
of the town. H e  was very active in the time of the war and assisted in the 
organization of two con~panies, but being a cripple he was not permitted to en- 
list in the service. In his political views he was a republican and was of the 
Universalist faith and his wife is also a member'of the Universalist church. 
H e  passed away in March, 1876, and his wife is yet living. In their fanlily were 
four children, the eldest of whom is the subject of this review. The others 
were: John H., who died in 1892 ; Lucy A.; and D. Frank, of Farmington, Illi- 
nois: 

Will G. Bowers was educated in the public schools of Elmwood and in early 
life was employed in a grocery store where he worked for three years. He then 
began work for W. E. Phelps in the foundry business, but after a short time he 
again took up grocery work, entering the employ of the firm of G. R. Graham 
& Goddard. After eleven years he took up the coal business, working again for 
W. E. Phelps. Subsequently he became assistant cashier of the Elmwood State 
Bank and in May, 1896, he entered the employ of the auditor of public accounts 
and has been in that worlc ever since. For eight years of that time he has been 
building and loan inspector and for the past seven years has been state bank 
examiner for  the northern district, which includes all the counties north of 
Peoria except Cook. 

On the 30th of December, 1882, Mr. Bowers married Miss Lillian M. Van 
Petten, who is a native of New York and a daughter of John and Hannah T. 
(Bourne) Van Petten. The father, John Van Petten, was a school. teacher and 
when nineteen years of age came from New York to Illinois, where he followed 
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his profession. H e  located a t  Trivoli and there met and married Miss Hannah 
T. Bourne, who was a native of Sterling, New York, but had come to this county 
as a mere child with her parents. She was the daughter of Meltiah Tobey and 
Mary (Bartlett) Bourne, both of whom were natives of Massachusetts and were 
married in that state on June I ,  1832, and a year later removed to Illinois. They 
located at Trivoli, being the first settlers there and named the town. They re- 
sided at Trivoli until 1848 when they removed to Elmwood where they both 
died. Mr. Bourne was a brother of Jonathan Bourne, who was the father of 
Senator Bourne of Oregon. Jonathan Bourne was at one time a large ship 
builder and ship owner and the largest whale ship owner in the world. After 
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. John Van Petten removed to New York but after 
a period of three years returned to Peoria county, Illinois, and here they resided 
the rest of their lives and reared their family of four children: Lillian M,, 
Frederick B., Augustus J., and one who is deceased. Mrs. Bowers' family 
ancestry has been traced back to members who came to America in the May- 
flower. To  Mr. and Mrs. Bo~vers have been born four children: Mary Loring, 
who is the wife of H. P. Jarman, of Elmwood; Mildred Gleason, who is a 
graduate of the Elmwood high school, and is now at home; John Frederick, who 
is now nineteen years of age and is a freshman in the mechanical engineering 
department of the llli~lois State University and by himself has constructed two 
automobiles; and Marjorie L., who is now at school. 

Mr. Plowers' steady application and careful study of business methods and 
plans to be followed, have made him one of the successful business men of the 
county. H e  has a wide circle of friends and acquaintances who give him their 
warm regard and he is most highly honored in the town where he has spent 
his life. In  his political views he is a republican and in the early days of his 
life he served as clerk and treasurer of the city board. Fraternally he belongs 
to the Arcanus Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Mrs. 
Bowers is a member of the Congregational church. 

AAROK SAMUEL OAKFORD. I 
There is an old adage that "Opportunity knocks but once," but modern con- 

ditions disprove this, as each day offers opportunity for the individual to call 
forth the best that is in him and develop his industry, his perseverance and his 
capability along initiative lines. Such clualties in Aaron Samuel Oakford have 
brought him from a humble clerkship to the position of president and manager 
of the largest mercantile houses in Illinois outside of Chicago, for he is at the 
head of the Oakford-Fahnestock Company, wholesale grocers. As the first vice 
president of the Illinois National Uank he also stands in a position of leadership, 
not because his efforts have been greater or his circumstances different from those 
of the great majority, but because he has used every chance, never fearing to 
venture where favorable opportunities lead the way. Mr. Oakford was born in 
Limestone township, Peoria county, October 28, 1545, a son of Aaron and Sarah 
(Wilson) Oakford. The father, a native of Pennsylvania, removed from that 
state to Peoria in 1838. The mother, who was born in England, settled in Peo- 
ria with the Wilson family in 1835. In both the paternal and maternal lines, 
therefore, Aaron S. Oakford is a representative of pioneer families. He was 
but seven years of age when the family removed from the farm to Peoria and 
in the acquirement of his education attended the granlmar and high schools of 
this city. H e  entered the grocery business as a clerk for H. H. Potter, an old- 
time Peoria merchant, who did business in block 100. North Washington street. 
working twelve hours a day for fifteen dollars per month. In 1868 he joined 
Joseph F. Henry and George PVright in the establishment and conduct of a re- 
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tail llusiness, succeeding the firm of Potter & White a t  the old stand of H. H. 
potter. They conducted a retail business there until 1870, when Mr. Oakford 
purchased Mr. Wright's interest and the firm became Henry & Oakford. About 
that time a small wholesale department was added to the retail. In 1872 H. H. 
~ahnestock entered the firm and a t  this time the retail business was discontinued 
and the new firm moved to block 200, South Washington street. In  1874 C. J. 
off was admitted to the firm, retiring in 1877. At that time another change of 
location took place, a removal being made to the middle of block 300, South 
Washington itreet, in the premises now occupied by Thomas & Clark. Then, in 
need of still larger and better quarters, the Easton block, adjoining the Board of 
Trade, was constructed expressly for their use. In January, 1881, Afessrs. 
(3akford and Fahnestock purchased the interest of the senior partner and 
wit11 the incorporation of the business the name of the Oakford & Fahne- 
stock Company was assumed. The coiltinuous increase in their trade caused 
then to outgrow the quarters then occupied by the firm and in 1887 they 
became the owners of the mammoth four-story warehouse on Liberty, Commer- 
cial and l4rashington streets. A few years later they erected a large warehouse 
on Water and Commercial streets, and also purchased two warehouses adjacent. 
Industry, sagacity and enterprise as well as integrity have been the dominant 
forces in the management of the lmsiness until they are today in control of the 
most extensive wholesale grocery trade in Illitlois. In addition to his other in- 
terests, Mr. Oakford, as previously stated, is first vice president of the Illinois 
National Bank and is closely associated with organizations to further either the 
interests of or which have their root in charitable purposes. H e  is now the presi- 
dent of the Illinois Wholesale Grocers' Association and is a director and mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the Peoria Association of Commerce. In the 
field of I~enevolence he is well known as president of the Betterment Association 
conductirig Neighborhood THouse, an important social settlement. He is also a 
trustee of the Proctor Endowment and a director of the Proctor Hospital. 

Mr. Oakford has ever been recognized as a man of high moral worth as well 
as of business enterprise. H e  is public-spirited and in many ways has con- 
tributed to the general progress and improvement of the community. His name 
stands as a synonym for all that means advancement in comnlercial lines and his 
methods will bear the light of close investigation and scrutiny. 

I THEODORE C H A L O S  BURGESS. 

The name of Theodore C. Burgess stands today in Peoria for educational 
expai~sion along modern lines. He unites in his character the qualities of a deep 
student and tl~inker with admini~trative'abilit~, and has brought Bradley Poly- 
technic Institute, of which he is the head, to the front rank among advanced 
educational institutions. Mr. Burgess was born in Little Valley, New York, 
in April, 1859. H e  is a son of Chalon and Emma J. (Johnston) Burgess. The 

I family has been in America since 1830 when its representatives crossed the 
Atlantic from England. Mr. Burgess is a direct descendant of this line and is 
in all the phases of his life worthy of distinguished ancestry. His mother is of 
Scotch-Irish descent and traces her lineage back to the prominent Sanford 
family in England. His father, Chalon Burgess, was a Presbyterian minister 
and pastor of the churcl~ of Silver Creek, New York. H e  received his degree 
of Doctor of Divinity from Hamilton College, and was widely known as an 
exemplary and cultured man. 

Theodore C. Burgess was educated in the public schools of his native state 

I and supplemented this grammar education by a course in the Fredonia State 
h'ormal School, from which institution he graduated in 1879. His A. B. degree 
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was received from Hatnilton College in Clinton, Kew York, in 1883. He at- 
tended the University of Chicago from 1896 to 1898 and is a graduate student 
and fellow in Greek. In 1898 he received his degree of Ph. D. from the Chicago 
University, thus completing a splendid modern education. He has been con- 
nected with education all during his active life. I-Ie was head of the depart- 
ment of ancient languages at  the Fredonia State Normal School from 18S3 to 
1896. His association with Gradley Polytechnic Institute at  Peoria dates 
fro111 1897, in which year he took charge of the department of ancient languages, 
holding a t  the same time the position of dean. He  became the director of the 
institute in 1904, and is holding this office at  the present time. During the 
summers of igoo to lgof he was professor of Greek in the University of Chi- 
cago, and this experience deepened his natural talents and broadened his activi- 
ties. He  was secretary of the Classical Association of the middle west and south 
from 1908 to 1911, and his activities in this field were marked by the salne 
administrative ability which has distinguished his association with Bradley Insti- 
tute. He  is well known in social circles of Peoria being a member of the Creve 
Coeur club and active in the affairs of that organization. In  lines affiliated with 
his work he belongs to the American Philological Association and to the National 
Educational Association. I-Ie is president of the college section of the Illinois 
State Teachers' Association and his name is connected with the Anlerican Health 
League and the National Society for the Promotion of Industrial Education. 

In  August, 1887, Mr. Burgess was united in marriage to tMiss Laura May 
Briggs, of Fredonia, New York, and to their union has been born one daughter, 
Helena. 

As a man who is at  the head of a leading educational institution in Peoria 
Mr. Burgess has done much to influence the quality of the future citizenship of 
the community. The  conditions of modern living are growing more complex 
every day and education must be developed to fit the situation. No inan has done 
more in this city to raise the standard of instruction than has Theodore C. 
Burgess, who makes his pupils ready followers of his teachings by his geniality 
and the genuine quality of his friendship. 

JOHS XIcDOUGAL. 

At  ninety-two years of age Jo11n b4cDougal is still a con~paratively hale 
and hearty man, and although he is now retired from business, yet remains a 
factor in the world's work, inasmuch as he gives out of the rich stores of his 
wisdom and experience for the benefit of others. For tnany years he was active 
in the real-estate field and won success that can be attributed to his energy and 
diligence and, above all, to his honesty and integrity. The years marked his 
advancement and at length he reached a position where he felt that his success 
and his age justified his retirement. The  most envious could not grudge him 
his prosperity, so well has it been won and so worthily used. 

Mr. McDougal was born on the 4th of March, 1820, in the city of New York, I 

and is descended from the old and famous McDougal clan of Scotch famous 
in the early history and wars of the country. His parents were James and 
Elizabeth (Barton) McDougal. The father was born in Scotland in 1780 and 
came to America in 1805. H e  engaged in business in New York city for several 
years and there met with reverses. Being a man of honor and high character, 
he turned his business over to his creditors and they in turn gave him the land 
on which he settled in Cayuga county, New York, during the early boyhood 
of his son John, who remained a resident of that district until he reached the 
age of seventeen years. Inspired by a laudable ambition to make his own way 
in the world and prove his ability in business circles, he left home and returned 
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New York, where he occupied various positio~ls with different enlployers 
tlntil several years had passed. His  experience continually broadened, rendering 
him a more efficient and forceful factor in business circles. I n  1845 his em- 
ployer gave him a two months' leave of absence and he made a trip to the middle 
west, although a t  that time this section of the country was considered the "iar 
west." He  was pleased with the district that he visited and had such belief in 
its and its future that he resolved to become a resident of the 1Iis- 
sissippi valley, although two years elapsed before he found opportunity to carry 
out his resolution. Peoria was fortunate in obtaining him as a citizen and through 
all the intervening years to the present time she has nuinbered him anlong her 
honorable, progressive men. H e  first engaged in the grocery trade, selling a t  
retail, b t ~ t  subsequently established a wholesale business, in ~vhich he continued 
until the buildiilg of railroads around the city cut off his trade. The business was 
conducted originally as a partnership affair under the firm name of RIcDougal 
& Slnith, h t ~ t  after a brief time the senior partner had purchased the interest 
of the junior and as sole owner he carried on the undertaking. During the wide- 
spread financial panic of 1853, he was one of the very few inen who met all of 
his ol~ljgations and came unscathed out of the ordeal which wrecked many a 
fortune and fair home. 

In 1857, when the wholesale trade was no longer profitable, Mr. AIcDougal 
closed out his interests in that line and turned his attention to the real-estate 
business, in which he coiltinued for many years. His keen sagacity and sound 
judgn~ent now proved of notable x~ortl1 in enabling him to judge of the vaIue of 
property and nlalce judicious purchases and sales. H e  negotiated many impor- 
tant realty transfers ancl as the years passed by was connected with many of the 
leading real-estate deals of the city. That remained his chief line of business 
and yet into other fields he estended his efforts, doing corlsiderable building in 
connection with Nessrs. LVallier Sz Kellogg, of Chicago. In 1838 they built \vllat 
was at that time the largest warehouse on the Illiilois river, standing as a land- 
marlc at the foot of Harrison street and which is now dismantled. An enornlous 
trade for the time was conducted there, a line of boats plying daily between Peoria 
aild Chicago. Mr. McDougal, now ninety-two years of age. has retired from 
active busiiless life, yet continued a factor in business circles here long after 
most men would have put aside active cares and responsibilities. H e  possesses a 
retnarliably retentive memory, enabling him to speak with authority upon many 
questions relative to the trade and business interests of the city in general, as  
well as those with which he has been connected. Throughout his entire business 
career the term integrity has been synonymous with his name. His  word has 
ever been as good as  any bond ever solemnized by signature or seal and any 
statement that he has made in connection with business has passed current at 
par value. 

On the 14th of April, 1852, hfr, RIcDougal was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary A. Gray, who was born in LVl~eeling, West liirginia, and in 1833 came with 
her parents to Peoria. I l e r  father, Andrew Gray, was one of the early settlers 
here and took active part in developing the city in its early history. The death of 
Mrs. McDougal occurred in 1907. 111 the family were nine children: John, 
who passed away in 1573; kvilliam, who is representing Ar~nour  & Con~pany a t  
Des Afoines, Iowa;  Edward, who was with Armour & Company of Chicago, 
but is now a resident of Des Afoines, Iowa, and has two SOIIS, David and Edward, 
Jr. ; James, deceased; James, the second of the name, who is associated with 
the clearing house of Chicago, and has three children, James, Margaret and 
Donald; Mary E., the wife of H. RI. Clark, of Chicago; Robert, who is a member 
of the firin of Knight & blcDouga1, of Chicago, and married a Miss Bouton, of 
that city, by whom he has two children, Robert Bouton and Christopher Bouton; 
IValter, who is associated with his brother Robert in business ; and Alfred, who 
is engaged in the insurance business in Chicago and is married and has a son, 
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Alfred. The daughter, Mrs. Clark, also has a daughter, Elizabeth. There are now 
two great-grandchildren of John McDougal, the elder being John McDougal 
111, while the younger is Murray. Mr. McDougal has every reason to be proud 
of the success of his six sons, all of whom have made most creditable and hen. 
orable records in business circles and have gained much more than ordinary 
success. They have been a credit to their excellent home training and the p i n .  
ciples instilled into their minds by their father, following his example concerning 
activity, enterprise and integrity in business. -Mrs. McDougal, too, was a most 
wise and affectionate inother and they owe much to her counsel and instruction, 
Mr. McDougal hands down to his posterity an untarnished name, and his record 
may well serve as a source of inspiration and encouragement as well as an 
example to his children and to the representatives of the name in future genera- 
tions. His life is an illustl-ation of the fact that old age need not suggest help- 
lessness or want of interest. He is still well preserved and he keeps in touch 
with the general topics and questions of the day. He possesses also a retentive 
memory and speaks with authority upon matters relative to Peoria, her history 
and her upbuilding. No record of the city would be complete without mention 
of John R/IcDougal, one of its most honored and venerable citizens. 

CHRISTIXS CUEHLER. 

Success is ever the outcome of persistent, intelligently directed labor. It 
is true that certain men profit by the efforts of others, sometimes unjustly, but 
in the main the prosperous man is l ~ e  whose labors measure up to a high stand- 
ard not only of industry but of integrity. One is led to this train of reflection 
in considering the life record of Christian Buehler, now the president of the 
E. Godel & Sons Company, owners of an extensive packing house situated at 
the foot of South street in Peoria. He was born in Chicago, November 24, 
1860, his parents being Christian and Anna (Schlenker) Buehler. The father 
was a t  one time proprietor of a meat marlcet in this city. His name indicates 
his German ancestry and nativity. I-Ie was born in Stuttgart, Wurttemberg, 
December 25, 1821, and after spending the period of his boyhood and youth 
there came to th,e United States in 1849, when a young man of about twenty- 
eight years, settling first at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. On the 1st of January, 
1857, he was married in Chicago to Miss Anna Schlenker and there resided for 
three years, coming to Peoria in 1860. H e  then engaged in the pork-packing 
and general butchering business, establishing one of the pioneer industries of 
that kind in this city. He began the business on a small scale and was one of the 

I 
first packers in the United States to successfully carry on business along that 
line in the summer months. Packers came from other places to inspect his 
small plant and investigate his way of preserving meats, for he was in advance 
of the great majority in the use of a refrigerating system in connection with 
meat-packing in the summer seasons. He died in Peoria, October 15, 1878, and 
his wife passed away in April, 1895, when visiting in Chicago. Fraternally 
he was connected with the Masons and politically with the democratic party. 

Christian Euehler was an infant of a few weeks when the family came to 
this city, where he subsequently attended the public schools for a brief period, 
acquiring the greater part of his education in the old German school on 
Second street, and at Coles Business College. While still attending school he 
worked with his father in the meat business and later for a number of years 
was an employe in the retail grocery house of Downing & Straesser. In 1888 
he entered the employ of E. Godel & Sons, meat packers, whom he represented 
upon the road as a traveling salesman for about five and a half years. I 
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In 1894 Christian Buehler removed to Chicago where in connection with his 
brothers he entered the retail butchering business, in which he continued until 
1g06. In the meantime he had become well known to the meat trade through- 
out this city and in 1906 returned to Peoria to assume the vice presidency of 
the firm of E. Godel & Sons, and became president in rgog. His brother, Her- 
man Buehler, now of Cleveland, Ohio, is the vice president, while another 
brother, Carl Buehler, of Chicago, is the secretary and treasurer. The business 
has been developed along well defined lines of trade and has been crowned with 
success, making theirs one of the important productive industries of the city. 
In connection with their packing business in Peoria the Buehler Brothers oper- 
ate twenty-seven meat markets, located in twenty-seven different cities in eight 
states of the Union, namely, Missouri, Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, 
Tennessee and Georgia. Thus, year by year, they have extended their activities 
until the name is now widely known to the trade especially in the middle west. 
>foreover, Christian Buehler is also largely interested in Chicago real estate and 
in 1910 erected in this city twenty-four residences which he still owns. His 
investments have been most judiciously made and indicate his sound judgment 
and enterprise. 

In 1886 Mr. Buelller was united in marriage to Miss Phoebe B. Potthoff, a 
daughter of Albert Potthoff, and unto them was born one child, Anna, who died 
when but five months old. They occupy an elegant home on the \Vest Bluff, at 
No. 103 West High street, which commands a beautiful view of the lower sec- 
tion of Peoria, also the river and the lake, with the hills of Tazewell county , 

in the distance. The residence is surrounded by extensive grounds which are 
laid out as a pretty park in which Mr. and Mrs. Ruehler take a justifiable pride 
and which is an adornment to the city. I t  was principally through Mr. Bueh- 
ler's efforts that the beautiful new thoroughfare on which the house stands 
was opened. H e  is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America but he 
has never sought prominence nor honors outside of the strict path of business. 
He has achieved success because he desired to succeed and was willing to make 
the sacrifices to business which are required if one would work his way upward. 
He has never allowed social or  other interests to interfere with the capable con- 
duct of his business, day by day, and his close application, unremitting energy 
and executive force have so combined in a harlnonious whole that the results 
obtained are most gratifying. I t  means much to successfully control a business 
of the magnitude and importance of that which is now being carried on by the 
E. Godel & Sons Company with Christian Buehler as its chief executive officer, 
a business that has already been established in eight different states, retail 
stores being conducted in twenty-seven different cities while plans are now be- 
ing perfected to still further extend the operations of the company. The most 
careful consideration is given to every phase of the business in all of its multi- 
tudinous details and as a directing force of this enterprise Christian Ruehler 
has won recognition as a representative and honored business man of Peoria. 

WILTJAM A. WERCKLE. 

As a dealer in farm implements and machinery William A. Werckle is recog- 
nized as one of the enterprising and progressive business men of Peoria. H e  is 
today the oldest in his line of trade here, having entered this field in 1886. His 
life history is illustrative of the fact that many of foreign birth find that America 
is for them the land of opportunity and through the utilization of existing condi- 
tions here they steadily work their way upward from a humble position to one * 

of affluence. Mr. Werckle was born in France, October 20, 1851, and in the year 
1853 arrived in Peoria, having been brought to this city by his parents, Henry 
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and Caroline \,Verckle, who established their home in this county on the 4th of 

July of that year. The father secured a tract of land in Richwoods township 
and with characteristic energy began the further development and improvement 
of his farm, which he converted into a productive and valuable property that he 
cultivated to the time of his demise. Six children of his family are yet living, 
namely: William A. ;  Henry, who was born on the old homestead farm in Rich. 
woods township, November 11, 1855, and was there reared, while at present ht 
is engaged in business with his brother William; Caroline; August C., who is 
living on a farm in Richwoods township and is serving as township supervisor; 
Sarah; and F. \V., a farmer and dairyman of Richwoods township. 

ln  his youthful days William A. Werckle began following the plow in early 
springtime and continued to assist in the cultivation of the crops until the bar- 
vests were gathered in the late autumn. His educational opportunities were 
afforded by the district schools. As he advanced in years and looked at life from 
a continually broadening standpoint he came to the conclusion that he did not 
desire to engage in farming as a life work and in 1880 took up his abode in 
Peoria, where he secured employment in connection with the implement trade, 
Six years' experience along that line brought to him not only an exact and com- 
prehensive knowledge of the business but also provided him with the capital 
necessary to engage in business on his own account. Therefore, in 1886, he 
began dealing in agricultural implements and is today the oldest merchant in his 
line in the city. He first opened a store in the Board of Trade block on South 
Washington street, where he remained for two years, when he removed to No. 
810 Main street. In 1897 he again sought more commodious quarters by re- 
moving to ~ o g  North Washington street and in 1899 he came to his present loca- 
tion at No. 113 North Washington street. Here he carries a large line of farm 
implements and machinery, including the latest improvements, and his annual 
sales have now reached a very gratifying figure. His earnest desire to please 
his patrons and his thoroughly reliable methods have been the chief features 
in his success. 

Mr. Werckle was united in marriage to Miss Caroline Junglin, and unto 
them have been born three children, Henry J., Frank W. and Grace. The family 
residence is at No. 220 North Garfield avenue. Mr. I4Terckle belongs to the 
Fraternal hfystic Circle and also to the Association of Commerce. H e  is in 
hearty sympathy with the purposes of the latter organization in its endeavors 
to advance the trade relations of the city and to add to Peoria the modern im- 
provements which show that Peoria's spirit of progress is a dominant one. 

T H E  H. THIELGXR SI-IOE CO;\IF'ilSY. 

The name of Henry Thielbar has been prominently connected with the shoe 
business in Peoria for over fifty-five years. Its policy has always been founded 
upon principles of honorable dealing, strict business integrity, energy and en- 
thusiasm in the col~duct of its affairs, and these policies upon which the house 
was founded half a century ago, are in active force in the large business to which 
it has grown today. 

The H. Thielbar Shoe Company was founded in Peoria by Mr. Henry Thiel- 
bar in 1856. H e  had personal charge and was the dominating factor in the busi- 
ness until his death on February 19, 1897. During the course of his connection 
with the organization, he gave to  his establishment certain traditions of honesty, 
fair dealing, quality of output, and high business standards which are the secret 
of its success and prominence today. H e  incorporated the business in 1893, 
four years before his death, under the name of The H. Thielbar Shoe Company, 
under which title it operates today. The present members of the firm are his 
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son, Henry 14'. Thielbar, and his daughter, ,3fiss Minnie Thielbar, who are 
,jominatillg factors in the business life of Peoria. They are both native Peorians, 
pioneers in the county, and are identified with all the leading business organiza- 
tions of the city. Their firm has attained that prominence in its line of activity, 
which is tlze inevitable result of a long period of active and honorable business 
life. Its policies have never changed since the organization of the firm, as its 
principles were then, as  they are now, active, energetic and honorable; the qual- 
ity of its product, however, has grown in wort11 with each succeeding year, as 
new methods of manufacture, and inore efficient worlimanship came into being. 
The qualities which made the first Henry Thielbar, who had the distinction of 
retailillg the first stock of factory-made sl~oes in central Illinois, a prominently 
successful man, are operative today in his son and daughter, who are at the 
head of one of the largest shoe firms in the city, and are numbered among the 

factors in Peoyia's development. 

Sixteen years have passed since Charles I-I. Keaclz was called to lzis final 
rest on tlze 31st of Nay, 1896, but this extended period has not served to blot 
out his inenlory alnong those \vho were his associates and friends during lzis 
active life here. H e  was a resident of Peoria county from early boyhood, and in 
the course of years won a prolzzinent position among the representative farmers, 
owning and controlling important agricultural interests. H e  was born in Han- 
cock, ~Iassachusetts, June I ,  1833. his parents being Henry and Lucy (Hall) 
Keach, the former a native of Rhode Island and tlze latter of Re~zsselaer county, 
NeIv York. In 1837 a renzoval was made from Hancock, Massachusetts, to 
Rensselaer county, New York, and Charles H. Keach there pursued his educa- 
tion in the public schools until he reached the age of thirteen years. He then 
accompanied his parents on their further removal \vestward, arriving in Peoria 

1 in 1846. Soon afterward they settled in Radnor township, and again Charles 
I H. ICeach took up his studies, dividing lzis time between attendance a t  the dis- 
/ trict school and the \vorl< of the home farm. At a later date the father re- 

moved to Hallock township, and Charles I-I. Keaclz was thereafter connected 
with agricultural interests in that district until 1854 when he a,pain became a 

, resident of Radnor township and secured a tract of land upon wlz~clz he engaged 
in general farlning until 1862. In that year he removed to Kickapoo township 
where he carried on most successfully general agricultural pursuits. The care- 
ful, practical and progressive nlaizner in \vhich he tilled tlze soil enabled him to 
annually gather rich harvests, and prosperity attended him year by year, and 
as his financial resources increased he added to his holdings until he became the 
owner of over tlzree hundred acres of very valuable and productive farm land 
located in Kicliapoo to\vnship. He was recognized as one of tlze most pronlinent 
and best known farmers of Peoria county. H e  raised the crops best adapted 
to the soil and climate, and lzis methods brought forth good results, enabling him 
to add annually to his income. H e  cotztinued in active farming to tlze time of 
his death, and in that way provided a nzost comfortable living for lzis family. 

It \\-as in November, 1853, that RIr. Keach was united in marriage to Miss 
Laura Jane Doty, who died in September, 1858, leaving a son, ilTilliarn E., who 
married Miss May E. Sammis, and is a resident farnler of Kickapoo to~vnship. 
Mr. ICeach was again married on the 25th of AIarclz, 1862, his second union 
being with Miss ,>farion A. Fash, a daughter of Abraham and Georgietta V. 
(Smith) Fash. The father died in Peor~a  in 1586. A-'l~rahanz Fash's father, 
John Fash, who married Ann Eogart in Kew York, made the overland trip from 
that state to lllinois in the early '30s, a t  which time he took up his ahode in the 
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city of Peoria, which was then a tiny town. The  Fash family were among the 
earliest settlers of Peoria county and hardly a home had been established in this 
part of the state. Indians were still numerous in Illinois, for  the Black Hawk 
war had not then occurred, ending forever the supremacy of the red men in this 
section. Deer were numerous and wild game was to be had in abundance, 
the years passed the Fash family bore their part in the work of general inlprove- 
tnent and development, and their name deserves an honored place up011 the 
pages of Peoria county's history and the history of the state of Illinois. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Keach were born four children: Effie G., who is married 
to George Holmes, of Akron township, and has had two children-Raymond, 
who is still at  home, and Nellie May, deceased; Chester B., a resident of Peoria, 
who married Miss Emma Slough, and has a son Charles J. ; Cora May, deceased; 
and Jessie, who is the wife of Edwin Kaufman and has three children, Hazel, 
Earl, and Russel H. Mr. Keach was always interested in the cause of educatio~l, 
gave his children good advantages in that direction and for several terms served 
as  school director. H e  was independent in politics, usually voting for the can- 
didate whom he regarded as best qualified for office. His  life was quietly spent 
but was an active and useful one, and during his half century's residence in 
Peoria county he merited and enjoyed the confidence and good-will of all who 
knew him. 

EKXEST U .  CLOUGH. 

Next in importance to its rich and fertile farin lands, the Illiilois valley 
around Peoria owes much of its wealth to the extensive dairy interests which 
abound there. The  dairies of Peoria county supply local and other markets 
with milk, butter, cheese and other products of a high order. Ernest B. Clough, 
the subject of this sketch, is one of the veteran dairymen of this section of the 
country, having been engaged in the business in Peoria since 1893. Alr, Clough 
is also intensely interested in music and has acquired some local reputation In 

that ar t  as a member of Spencer's band of Peoria. 
Ernest I3. Clough was born in Brimfield, Peoria county, Illinois, September 

19, 1870. The family in the paternal line is of English extraction, and had 
settled in America before the War of 1812. Ernest B. Clough's two great-uncles 
fought against the British in that war. The maternal family coines originally 
from France, the first members to reach America settling on a farm in Mary- 
land. Although the family was southern and had a large number of slaves, 
its male representatives fought in the Federal army during the Civil war. The 
father of the subject of this sketch was Cassius RI. Clough, a native of New 
Hampshire, who came to Illinois in 1857, residing successively a t  Kockford and 
Brimfield. H e  served in the war of the Rebellion from 1561 to 1865, first in 
the Seventy-seventh and then in the Forty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 
H e  was married January 15, 1868, to Miss Rachel E. Roby, a native of hlary- 
land, who came to Illinois in 1860. 

Ernest U. Clough's early education was received in the schools of Southport 
and Oakhill, Illinois, and in the Peoria, city graded schools. H e  afterward at- 
tended the Peoria high school. Upon his graduation therefrom about 1887, he 
apprenticed himself to the firm of Selby, Starr & Colnpany of Peoria, and 
worked in their foundry from 1587 until 1893, when he found that the nature 
of the work was injuring his health, and he bought a small tract of land in the 
outskirts of Peoria and started a dairy farm, in wl~ich business he is still engaged. 
His  venture was successful from the start. H e  kept his dairy clean and his 
output pure, and soon gained a reputation in his city for wholesome milk and 
dairy products. H e  owns a conlfortable and well furnished home near his dairy, 
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and is the . .  proprietor . of a considerable amount of improved and unimproved real 
estate in this City. 

,%lr. Clough served through the Spanish-American war as a member of the 
Sons of Veterans Provisional Regiment, and was appointed bugler of Company 
E. In October, 1899, he enlisted in Company G, Illinois National Guard, and 
was appointed battalion trumpeter, later being promoted to the position of chief 
trumpeter by Colonel Cullver, in which capacity he served for three years. 
When the term of his enlistment expired he reenlisted and again served as 
chief trumpeter under Colonel Wells, f rom.  which position he was given his 
honorable discharge in 1903. Mr. Clough has acquired some reputation around 
Peoria as a musician. H e  is a member of Spencer's band, one of the oldest and 
beit known musical organizations in Illinois: H e  had thk honor of playing the 
bugle calls at the dedication of the beautiful new Soldiers' Monument in the 
Court House Square and a t  the unveiling of the Lincoln and Douglas tablet in 
Glen Oak Park. He has sounded "taps" for many noted men, among them 
Goverr~or Altgeld, and he acted as chief trumpeter for  President McKinley, 
Adlniral George Dewey and ex-President Roosevelt. He is an active member 
of the American Federation of Musicians. 

On July 5, 1893, at Peoria, Illinois, Mr. Clough was married to Miss Ella 
M. Sickels, a daughter of John D. and Wilhelmina Sickels, also residents of 
Peoria, although natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Clough have two chil- 
dren: Howard Lester, born a t  Peoria, Illinois, May 21, 1894, who was gradu- 
ated from the Peoria high school with the class of 1912; and Daniel R., born 
October 26, 1896, now attending the grammar schools of Peoria. 

Mr. Clough has always voted the republican ticket in national politics. He 
has served as clerk of election, committee man, and also as delegate to county 
and state conventions, always in the interests of the republican party. Fra- 
ternally, he is a member of the ?Modern Woodmen of America, Peoria Camp, 
Xo. 812. I-Ie belongs to Camp Thrush, No. 25, Sons of Veterans, of which 
organization he has served one year as first lieutenant and one year as captain. 
Ernest Clough is not affiliated with any church, but no movement of church 
organization which is allied with any good work in which he believes, calls on 
him for aid in vain. Mr. Clough's life has been an active and busy one, and he is 
rightly numbered anlong the solid citizens of Peoria. 

THOMAS J. \VilSSOS. 

Thomas J. l,Vasson, who is located at 720 South Adams street, Peoria, where 
he carries a stock of building supplies, has been identified with the business he 
is now conducting for the past forty years, during fifteen of which he has been 
its sole proprietor. H e  was born in Duanesburg, Schenectady county, New 
York, on the 3d of October, 1847, and is a son of George Wasson. His people 
removed from the Empire state to Illinois in 1855; settling on a farm north- 
west of town, later known as the Aiken property. The father engaged in the 
operation of this place for many years, but he subsequently became interested 
in the raising of broom corn. 

In the acquirement of his education Thomas J. Wasson first attended the 
common schools of his native state whence he removed with his parents at the 
age of eight years to Peoria. After locating in Illinois he continued his studies 
in the old Sixth Ward school, now the Douglas school, but was later given per- 
mission by Mayor McReynolds to attend the city schools. H e  laid aside his 
text-boolcs when he was ten and began assisting his father with the operation 
of the farm. Later he was employed by Field's Baking Company, being in the 
service during the Civil war during'which time he packed hard tack for the 
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soldiers. I-le remained with this firm for nine years and nine months and then 
took a position in the J. C. Proctor Lumber Company, subsequently known as 
Proctor & Trapp. After leaving this concern he found employment with W, 
B~~shnell,  a lime and cement dealer. H e  became identified with this enterprise 
in 1871 and was employed there for twenty-five years thereafter. At the end of 
that time he purchased the business of the widow and has ever since heen its 
owner. When he bought this enterprise it was located on the corner of I-Iarrison 
and Washington streets, l ~ u t  in 1908-og he erected the building he is now oc- 
cupying at 720 South Adan~s street. The business is constantly increasing alld is 
now recognized as one of the most thriving enterprises of the liind in the city. 

This city was the scene of the marriage of Mr. 'lVasson on the 11th of Tune, 
1872, to Miss Estelle Osborn, a daughter of Reuben Osborn, formerly of ~ i l t ~ ~ ,  
R[issouri, who came to Peoria in 1861. Immediately after their marriage lfr, 
and nfrs. JVasson took up their residence at 1117 Third street and there they 
have ever since resided. The house has been remodeled and practically rebuilt 
but it has always been their home. They have two children: Zir T. Wasson, and 
Lavre, the wife of George I-Iess, of this city. 

i\lr. \'\:asson is a member of the ;\Iutual Protective Life Insurance Com1>any 
and his political support he gives to the republican party, but he has never held 
any public office save that of township supervisor in 1sS7 and 1888. RIr. IVasson 
enjoys the respect and confidence of all with whom he has had transactions and 
has achieved creditable success in the development of his business, which an- 
nually nets him a comfortable income. 

I;RA4SCIS RXLPI-I DEXNIS. 

Francis Ralph Dennis, a real-estate man, has operated largely in that field in 
different parts of the country and is the father of a number of town sites leading 
to the substarltial developnlent of the southwest. particularly of Oklahoma. He 
was born in Hennepin, Putnam county, Illinois, in 1877, a son of Francis S. 
Dennis, who was born on a farm near Henry, R4arshall county, Illinois, in 1536. 
He is now living in Henry and, although he devoted his earlier years to agri- 
cultural pursuits, he later turned toward merchandising as a dealer in ice and beef. 
He married Ruth Cush Chance, a native of Putnam county, Illinois. Their 
wedding, which was celel~rated in Henry, has been blessed with four sons and 
three daughters : Irving, deceased ; Walter ; James, who has passed away : Fran- 
cis Ralph; Edith, who has also departed this life; and Agnes and Ella. 1v11o are 
both married. It  is interesting to know something of the still earlier history of 
the Dennis family, for  the grandfather, James Dennis, was an old-time newspaper 
correspondent and from Illinois wrote for Philadelphia papers about the Indian 
occupancy of this state and the pioneer developn~ent. H e  now lies buried in one 
of the oldest cemeteries of the state bordering the Illinois river, where the graves 
of the Dennis family indicate that they were among the first to settle in Illinois. 

When Francis Ralph Dennis was six years of age his parents removed to 
Henry, ;1Iarshall county, and later he attended the city schools and the high 
school. He left home at the age of eighteen pears and was afterward employed 
in various cities but in 1898 joined the army, enlisting for two years' service or 
"during the war," following the outbreak of hostilities with Spain. The war 
closed a t  the end of eiyht months and he was then honorably discharged. He 
was a member of the Flrst Illinois Cavalry under Captain Robert Fort, a greatly 
beloved officer and one of the leading young republican politicians of the state. 
H e  served as state senator, as had his father and his grandfather before him, and 
few men were ever more greatly loved than was the Captain of L troop of the 
First Illinois Cavalry. 
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When the war ended Francis R. Dennis went to Chicago and was employed a t  
places before entering the real-estate business in that city. He began 

m a small way but gradually extended his efforts and was very active 
in establishing new towns in Oklahoma, following the admission of the state to 
the Union. H e  was the original town site man at the beginnin5 of the boom and 
largely through his efforts the towns of Thomas, Hobart, Slboney, Roosevelt 
and Davidson sprang into existence. He has carried on real-estate dealing in 
Peoria for seven years and is now at the head of a large clientele in this con- 
nection. H e  has thoroughly informed himself concerning property values here 
and has negotiated many important realty transfers in various districts, largely 
western lands. H e  is also a factor in industrial circles of the city, being engaged 
in the building of the Hebdennis grain weighers, which are continuous weighers. 
These machines are all manufactured in Peoria at the "Old Pottery" site at 
Adams and 14ary streets, where are employed several score of workmen. These 
machines are of great value and are finding a ready sale on the market. 

On the 10th of October, 1911, Mr. Dennis was married to Miss Florence G. 
McKelvey, of Hedrick, Iowa, and they reside at KO. 400 North Glen Oak avenue. 
Mr. Dennis votes with the republican party. H e  has been described as "a clean- 
cut young business man and a student of up-to-date things and methods." This 
indicates his progressive spirit, while something of his social nature and position 
is indicated in the words of one who called him a "prince of good fellows"-ex- 
tremely courteous and a true gentleman. His experiences In life have been 
broad and interesting and his ambition has Itept 'him in touch with modern pro- 
gressive methods. What he undertakes he accomplishes, for he is determined 
and enerqetic, realizing ever that when one avenue of opportunity seems closed 
other paths may be found which will lead to the desired goal. 

Andrew Distler, who is located a t  600 Pennsylvania avenue, Peoria, has been 
successfully engaged in contracting and building in this city for the past four 
years. His birth occurred here on the 15th of August, 1856, and he is of Ger- 
man extraction, his father, Captain Paul Distler, having been born and reared 
in the old country. He emigrated to the United States in 1551, settling in Peoria 
and when the Civil war brolte out he enlisted as a captain of Company B, Four- 
teenth Illinois Cavalry, and went to the front, remaining there until the close 
of hostilities. H e  saw much notable service during that time and was taken 
prisoner at Atlanta, Georgia. (Mr. Distler was a carpenter by trade and for  
many years operated a planing mill here, continuing to be engaged in active 
business until his death in 1885. As a business man and citizen he was highly 
esteemed. 

In the acquirement of his education Andrew Distler attended the public and 
German Free schools until he was twelve years of age. H e  then went to work 
in his father's mill and for four years thereafter ran the engine. At the end 
of that time he was assigned various duties in the shop until he had thoroughly 
mastered every detail connected with its operation. The work that they turned 
out was of a very superior quality and the father was. awarded the contract 
for the nlillwork for the present courthouse. Upon attaining his majority Mr. 
Distler was made foreman of his father's shop, but he only retained this posi- 
tion for about a year, giving it up a t  the expiration of that period to follow the 
carpenter's trade. After being identified with this vocation for four years he 
went to Bloomington, this state, to take charge of a small furniture factory. 
He only held this position for a brief period, when he came back to Peoria to . 

work in the Cornstock-Avery planing mill. From there he went to the Rogers 
voi, n-2 o 
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planing mill on Washington street, where he was employed for  several years, 
After the death of his father he operated the old Distler mill but later disposed 
of it and went to work for Comstock & Avery. Soon thereafter he left their 
employ and took a place in the Truesdale mill, being employed there for seven 
years. At the end of that period he entered the service of Rogers & Benneaen 
again, but soon after going there he became associated in business with two of 
his brothers and gave up 111s position. This undertaking proved quite successful 
and a vear later he bought out his brothers and moved their establishment from 
~u l tons t ree t  to Main street. He subsequently sold this enterprise to the Archer. 
rlias Company, remaining in their employ for about a year thereafter. When 
he left them he took a position with the Garside Rllanufacturing Company, but 
two years later he gave this up to become identified with the Wahlfeld Manu- 
facturing Company. From there he went to the Peoria Hardwood Lumber 
Company, giving up his position with them thirteen months later to engage in 
contracttng and building for himself. H e  has been following this for four years 
and is meeting with very good returns, having established a profitable business. 

On the 12th of June, 1878, Mr. Distler was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
A. Sipp, a daughter of Adam Sipp, who located in Richmond township in 1850. 
Three children have been born to R'lr. and Mrs. Distler, as  follows: Fred 
William, who is thirty-one years of age, living in Peoria; Veronica, the wife of 
William Buchanan, also of this city; and Florence, who is living at home. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Distler and their family are members of the German 
Lutheran church, and he is affiliated with the IMasons, the Odd Fellows, in which 
lodge he has held all of the chairs, and the Maccabees. H e  also belongs to the 
American Union, the Boosters' Club and the Master Euilders' Association. hIr. 
Distler enjoys a wide and favorable acquaintance among the residents of Peoria, 
where he has passed all of his life. 

LUKE L. \VATSOK. 

Luke L. Watson, secretary and treasurer of the Klein-Watson Company, 
general contractors and plasterers in this city, with offices in the Jefferson build- 
ing, is one of the foremost men in business circles in Peoria. H e  has been iden- 
tified with the firm of which he is now a member since its organization on Ko- 
vember 9, 1909. H e  was born in Bloomington, Illinois, on the 1st of March, 
1879, a son of Luke and Katherine Watson, of that city. His father is a 
pioneer contractor and plasterer in Bloomington, where he has followed that 
occupation since 1870. H e  came to America from Ireland in 1868 and settled 
immediately in Bloomington, where he is still residing with his family. 

Luke L. Watson received his early education in the public schools of his 
native city and was graduated from the high school in 1899. His education was 
supplemented by a course in Brown's Business College in Peoria. When he laid 
aside his books he returned immediately to Bloomington and assisted his father 
in the business until 1904. During this period he gained a practical knowledge 
of the details of plastering and contracting. H e  became a skilled workman him- 
self and laid the foundation of his successful career along this line by per- 
sonal experience. In 1904 he entered the employ of the United States Gypsum 
Company of Chicago as traveling salesman for the state of Illinois. He was 
extremely successful in this line and his rise through various positions was rapid 
and well deserved. In March, 1 9 7 ,  he was appointed manager of the Peoria 
branch of the  company and came to this city on that date, remaining in the 
employ of the United States Gypsum Company until November, 199. H e  was 
one of the organizers of the corporation with which he is now connected and 
has held the position of secretary and treasurer since the founding of the com- 
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He has done remarkable work in this line and the practical experience 
:$:i he gained in his father's shop has been a valuable asset to him during his 
business career. The reputation of the firm has advanced steadily since its 

and it is now known in Peoria as  one of the largest and most trust- 
worthy institutions of its kind in the city. The market for its work extends be- 
yond the boundaries of the county and many of the largest buildings in this 
section of the state have been erected by the Klein-Watson Company. 

On June 5, 1906, Mr. Watson was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Mary 
Finnan, a daughter of Paul and Margaret Finnan, the former a very prominent 
merchant in Eloomington. H e  was during his life actively interested in state 
politics and was representative for Cloomington in the Illinois general assembly 
at one time. H e  died in July, 1909, at the age of fifty-four years, having sur- 
\rived his wife for seven months. They are buried side by side in St. Mary's 
cemetery. Mr. and Mrs. Watson are the parents of one daughter, Margaret 
&Iary, who in the seventh successive generation bears that name. Politically 
Mr. UTatson affiliates with the democratic party but beyond casting his vote at 
each election he takes not a very active part in city or state politics. H e  is a 
member of the Roman Catholic church and is prominent in the Knights of 
Colunibt~s, the Catholic Order of Foresters and the Ancient Order of Hiber- 
nians. H e  has attained that success which is the inevitable result of expert 
knowledge in any line. H e  has acquired in the course of his business career a 
specialist's ability as a contractor and plasterer and his remarkable proficiency 
is one of the leading influences in the prosperity of the corporation with which 
he is identified. 

GEORGE 11-. H. GII,L?ERT 

George W. H. Gilbert is a worthy representative of a well known pioneer 
family of Peoria, whose members have been identified with the business interests 
of the city for more than seventy-five years. His birth occurred here on the 12th 
of February, 1837, his parents being Henry and Margaret Ann (Fash) Gil- 
bert. The father was born in London, England, in 1808, and there he was 
reared and educated and learned the carpenters' and joiners' trade, and also 
studied architecture. In 1834 he emigrated to the United States, locating in 
Peoria, having come via Philadelphia, New Orleans and St. Louis. Here he 
followed the profession of architecture and also engaged in contracting and 
building during the remainder of his life. He was one of the foremost rep- 
resentatives in this line of business in the city and designed and constructed 
many of the business buildings and residences of that period. In St. Louis, 
during 1842 to 1846 inclusive, he was one of the builders of the St. Louis 
courthouse. In matters of citizenship he was public-spirited and took an ac- 
tive and helpful interest in all movements that would tend to improve local con- 
ditions or advance the welfare of the community. H e  was a strong temper- 
ance worker and his political support he gave to the whig party. H e  made many 
friends, as he was a man of high principles and sound integrity, and was always 
loyal to his ideals. His death occurred in this city on the 4th of July, 1848. 

The mother was born on Vesey street in the city of New York in 1820, bui: 
she came to  Peoria as soon as she was passed as an embryo teacher, with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Fash, Sr. She was one of the first teachers in 
Peoria. She was married in 1835 to Mr. Gilbert. They began their domestic 
life at 310 South Jefferson avenue, where Mr. Gilbert died. Mrs. Gilbert im- 
mediately built the double brick houses, Nos. 312 and 314, and had lived in that 
house for more than fifty years when she passed away. Their family num- 
bered six, of whom our subject is the eldest. In order of birth the others are 
as follows: Margaret E., the widow of Lester Patee; A. Frederick, who for a 
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few years was engaged in business here with his brother George W. I-I.; Celes- 
tine S., the wife of J. M. Black, who for  years has been and still is a promi- 
nent worker in the Woman's Christian Temperance Union in the Dakotas; 
Charles, who died in infancy; and Carrie M., who is now Mrs. J. W. Rowclifi, 
of Peoria. The family formerly affiliated with the Baptist church, in which the 
father was a member of the choir. After his death the affiliation was changed 1 
to the Congregational church. I 

George kV. H. Gilbert passed his boyhood and early youth, as did the other 
lads of that period, and obtained his education in the public schools. At the 
age of fourteen years he left school and began his business career as at1 em- 
ploye of A. Bishop, the hatter and furrier. As he was a bright, diligent youtl,, 
thoroughly trustworthy and of good habits, upon attaining his majority in 1858 
he was taken into the firm. 

Somewhere in the neighborhood of 1858 to 1860, Thomas Cham1,erlain, 
brother-in-law of Henry W. Adams, then a hardware merchant at the head of 
Bridge street, corner of Adams a r d  Franklin, gathered a few children together 
in Font1 DLI Lac township, Tazewell county, afterward called Coleville, etc., 
and finally East Peoria, and called it a Sunday school. Toin was called back 
to thc State Bank in Boston and interested young Gilbert in the Sunday schoo!, 
Mr. Gilbert took care of it for eight years, until it became the large part of 
the Coleville hfethodist Episcopal church under Rev. Henry Apple. After help- 
ing to build and organize the church, Mr. Gilbert withdrew because he had mar- 
ried and commenced raising a family and the added demands of business upon 
his energies made walking (for that was then the only method) two and one- 
half miles and back, too large a tax. Thereafter he was ever ready to assist 
in such work upon requisition. 

He remained part of the firm of Bishop & Company until January I, 1865, 
when he bought the interest of his partner who removed to Chicago and es- 
tablished the firm of A. Bishop & Company on IVabasli avenue. Mr. Gilbert 
then became associated with his brother, A, Frederick, in continuing the same 
kind of business. In connection with their factory they maintained a sales- 
room, and as they possessed unusual foresight and skill as furriers and discern- 
ment in ~llatters of business, succeeded in building up a splendid trade. A. Fred- 
erick Gilbert withdrew after only a short partnership to embark in other busi- 
ness. G. PV. H. Gilbert maintained the enterprise until 1885, when he also with- 
drew from business activities and spent several years in travel. Upon his re- 
turn to Peoria he opened a real-estate office and thereafter devoted his atten- 
tion to this business. He is now living practically retired and is temporarily 
residing in New Bedford, Massachusetts. , 

Mr. Gilbert has been married three times. His first union was with ~ i s s  
Josephine Speers, at that time a resident of Peoria, but who was born at Belle 
Vernon, Fayette county, Pennsylvania, in the vicinity of Pittsburg. They were 
married in 1859, and Mrs. Gilbert passed away in January, 1875, at the age of 
thirty-nine years. Seven children were born to them, four of whom died in 
childhood. Those living are as follows: Henry S., the eldest son, who is asso- 
ciated with the Aetna Life Insurance Company at Peoria; Mary W., who is 
Mrs. George H. Batchelor of New Bedford, Massachusetts; and Lester E., 
who is in the coal business in Minneapolis. Mr. Gilbert subsequently married 
Miss Alice Osbon, of Ripley, Ohio, and they had three children, one of whom 
is now deceased as is also the mother, her death occurring in 1898. The two 
living daughters born of this marriage are: Retta O., now Mrs William C. Har- 
vey, of Fresno, California; and Elsie M.. now Mrs. J. Warren Braley, of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts. Tn 1906, Mr. Gilbert married Miss Rebecca S. Foltz, 
of Farmington, Illinois, who died in 1911, leaving no children. 

In matters of relieious faith Mr. Gilbert is a Congregationalist, and he is a 
republican in his political views. He believed in the Wed-Scott Decision when 
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it was rendered, but was converted from that error by a lecture by "Old Doc- 
tor ~ a i r d ,  the Cosmopolitan," early enough so that he was in the convention in 
Chicago when Mr. Lincoln was nominated for president the first time. Al- 
though he never prominently participated in political matters, he took an active 
interest in all local affairs. H e  was almost the first child, other than Indian, 
born in Peoria county, and was one of the organizers of The Peoria County 
old Settlers Association, in 1867. H e  is one of the two surviving charter mem- 
bers of this society, of which he was secretary for many years. 

Mr. Gilbert has passed almost his entire life in Peoria with the exception 
of a few years in his early childhood, when he resided in St. Louis, coming 
back to Peoria at the age of nine. H e  was for many years prominently identi- 
fied with local business affairs and, owing to his honorable methods and fair- 
ness in his transactions, is held in the highest esteem by all who have had 
dealings with him. 

GEORGE IHELGESON FlTCH.  

Ever since Cervantes laughed roillanticism O L I ~  of the world, the pen, inlied 
\\.it11 good-natured laughter at all pretense, dipped in satire at all hypocrisy, and 
in gootl-natured raillery at the pretentions of man, has been a force that nloves 
the world, and brings men up short at the boundary line of absurdity, with a 
latlgh. Peoria is fortunate enough to possess in Air. George Fitch editor, author 
and humorist, a man who by his liindly satire, his good-natured ridicule of the 
follies of human nature, has contributed much to the laughter of the world. 

Mr. 1;itch at thirty-four years of age, has established a reputation in the 
literary world which has become national. I l e  is I.;nown all over America as the 
creat-or of Siwash College and the originator of Ole Skjarssen. A11 the leading 
newspapers in the country publish daily his \'est I'ocket Essays, and all the prin- 
cipal magazines are proud to accept his witty and laughter-filled stories. 

George I-Ielgeson E t c h  was born in Galva, Illinois, 011 June 5, -1877. He 
spent his early youth in that city, graduating fro111 the Galva high school in 1Sg2. 
The next two years he was a clerl; in the local postoffice, but resigned to enter 
Knox College in 1894. The world owes niucll to this career in Knox. Perhaps 
we never would have heard of Siwasll or the great Ole, had it not been for George 
Fitch's experiences while at college. The college atmosphere has tinged most 
of his literary work since that time. The campus, the college halls, the old tradi- 
tions, the co-eds, the fraternities, all formed part of the course of study to which 
Xlr. !;itch applied himself, and the effects of this application, the keen apprecia- 
tion pf the humor of the life, the kindly memory of the brotherly spirit which 
pervaded it, have all been preserved for us, in the inimitable records of Old 
Siwash. I t  was while a student at Knox College that Mr. Fitch was received 
into the Lkta Theta I'i fraternity, a national institution, which numbers among 
its members many journalists, authors and men of national reputation. 

hir. Fitch graduated from Knox College in 1897. He took up journalisn~ 
at once. I t  was in his blood. His father, E. E. Fitch, was the owner and editor 
of the Galva Kews, and spent all his life in the newspaper profession. After 
a year as a reporter on the Galesburg Evening Mail, Mr. Fitch returned to Galva, 
as editor of his father's paper, in which position he continued for three years. 
He worked on the Fort Madison Republican for a few months after this, and then 
resigned to accept a position as editor of a feature column on the Council Bluffs 
Daily Nonpareil. In this occupation, Mr. Fitch found his true sphere in life. 
His column became first locally and then widely famous, as a mine of humorous, 
scintillating paragraphs and keen satire on local foibles. All Iowa laughed a t  
itself, when mirrored in Mr. Fitc11's column. Four years later, RIr. Fitch came 
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to Peoria as managing editor and feature writer, for the Peoria Herald-Tran- 
script. Here his long newspaper experience stood him in good stead. The man- 
aging editor of a paper in a city of this size has many other things to do besides 
grasping the opinion of the hour on current subjects, and enforcing it daily in 
the columns of his paper. He has largely to be a business man, and administrator 
of affairs and a manager of men, and in many ways a vast deal more than the 
intellectual interpreter of the opinions presented in the journal on which he 
works. Mr. Fitch soon proved himself an able editorial writer, never champion- 
ing a cause which he believed to be unjust, always ready to write in his own 
logical, well balanced and forceful style for any cause making for the ul~lift of 
his community. In a business in which it has always been exceedingly hard to be 
independent, Mr. Fitch has kept himself so. His pen has always been ready to 
help Peoria in her plans for business and social improvement. No plan was ever 
put forward looking to the improvement, advancement and beautification of 
Peoria, which did not find in the editorial and Straight-Talk columns of the 
Herald-Transcript a ready and efficient indorsement. Aside from his editorial 
duties on the paper, Mr. Fitch conducted his famous "Transcripts" column, a 
daily feast of witty comments on local happenings and national politics. &Ir. 
Fitch still continues to conduct this column, although he resigned his duties as 
managing editor of the paper two years ago, in order to devote his time entirely 
to magazine work. Peoria has grown to depend upon its "Transcripts" as a sauce 
of laughter for its breakfast. 

Mr. Fitch now writes for all the leading American magazines. His Siwash 
stories first appeared in the Saturday Evening Post, and were collected in book 
form, some two years ago. The Ladies' I-Iome Journal, The American, McClures, 
Hampton's and other standard periodicals, are always glad to receive his work. 
His style is luminous and clear, his wit always bright, scintillating and free from 
malice. Mr. Fitch is still a young man but his life is a happy illustration of the 
rewards of hard work and talent, when combined with high principle and un- 
swerving integrity. His name is known in the highest literary circles of America. 

His private life is simple and unostentatious. H e  was married October 5, 
1904, to Miss Clara Gattrell Lynn, of Kansas City. He has three children: 
Mary Gattrell, aged five years; Elinor Morehead, aged three; and a daughter, 
yet unnamed. His essentially social nature has drawn around him many friends, 
who all delight in his kindly humor and his friendly nature. A man without 
pretense, thoroughly genuine, free from small importances of lesser minds, 
absorbed in his work, and bent on doing the best he can for everybody, George 
Fitch is making for himself a life, filled with the high rewards of beneficent labor 
and personal contentment. 

CO1,OSEL J;IlIES k[OSTGOMEK1' RICE. 

Colonel James Montgomery Rice, patriot in the war for the Union, political, 
military, and economic thinker, high-minded citizen, earnest worker withiii and 
without the church for the cause of religion, was born in Monmouth, Illinois, 
March 8, 1842. Believing that an honorable ancestry should be a spur to effort 
Colonel Rice took pride in tracing his family lineage throtlgh a line of men, 
forceful, democratic, patriotic, and Christian men, found fighting generation 
after generation for "God and the right." 

James Rice, born in England of Welsh parentage, having probably been in 
the battle of Sedgemoor (1685), crossed the Atlantic to the New World. After 
William and Mary were established on the throne, leaving his family in Virginia, 
James Rice went back to receive his father's estate, but being captured by pirates 
on the return voyage, was never heard from again. For three generatiolls the 
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family lived in Virginia, moving in each generation one step westward, finally 
removing over. the mountains to Kentucky, where in 1812 was born George 
poague Kice, father of James Montgomery Rice. George Poague Rice, educated 
for the ministry, was compelled, through failing eyesight, to take up a more 
active life and became by turns farmer and merchant in and near Oquawka, Illi- 
nois, being a member of the well known mercantile firm of Phelps & Rice of 
oquawka. Caroline Montgomery, whom he married in 1841, was a descendant 
of John Montgomery, Major of the Scotch-Irish army of King William (1688- 
go). Coming to this country, Major Montgomery organized the white brick 
presbyterian church in Newcastle, Delaware, composed entirely of immigrants 
who came with him, and became its first elder. His son, Alexander, was the 
father of William Montgomery, colonel and later general in the Revolutionary 
war, and a member of congress while Washington was president. Lieutenant- 
Colonel John Montgomery, son of General Montgomery, was the grandfather of 
Caroline &lontgomery, mother of James Montgomery Rice. 

James Montgomery Rice spent the first fifteen years of his life on the farm, 
attending private or country schools or receiving instruction at home. After 
1852 when the family was established at Qquawka, at that time one of the 
~rornising cities of the state, he attended an academy there. At eighteen he 
entered Monmouth College. At the end of his freshman year he was stirred 
by the attack on the Union, and though hardly convalescent from a dangerous 
illness, enlisted, August 20, 1861, as a private of Conlpany E, Tenth Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry. He was immediately made corporal and detailed to Grant's 
headquarters, where he served for two months as store-keeper. During the 
winter of 1861-2 his regiment guarded gun-boats in process of construction at 
Mound City, Illinois. Stationed, in February, 1862, at Bird's Point, Missouri, 
he took part, on March I, in an engagement near Sykestown, and in April in 
the battles of Hamburg and Pittsburg Landing. 011 May 3 he participated in 
the advance on Corinth and the battle there; proceeding thence to Tuscumbia, 
Alabama. He was sent, August 31, 1862, to Nasllville. All communication 
with the north was cut off for two months during Bragg and Cuells' campaign 
in Iientucky ; clothing and food almost gave out; acorns and ear corn, one ear 
per day, formed their chief diet. The Fourteenth Corps thus earned its badge, 
ziti acorn, and the title of the "ilcorn Corps." During the battle of Stone River, 
the regiment held Fort Negley. On the 6th of March, 1863, Mr. Rice was made 
sergeant to rank from January 8. He was at New Fosterville July 20, and at 
Bridgeport, Alabama. August 24. On the 1st of October, 1863, his command 
held the bridge a t  Bridgeport during the .terrible battle of Chickamauga. On 
the 21st of November, they crossed the Tennessee on pontoons, supporting Sher- 
man's victorious attack on Bragg's right at llission Ridge. A week later oc- 
curred the en~agement with Hardee at Chicliamauga Station ; thence the troops 
marched to Ringgold and on to the relief of Knoxville. Tennessee, which was 
invested by Longstreet, and later went into winter quarters at Rossville, Georgia. 

In December, Colonel Rice was recommended for a commission. He passed 
the examination and in January, 1864, was detailed to brigade headquarters. , On the 2d of May, he moved wit11 Sherman toward Atlanta. taking part in the 
battle of Buzzard's Roost on the gth, and of Resaca on the 15th; marching the 
following day toward Rome, which was talcen ofi the 18th, ,and going then to 
join the main army at Ackworth. June 3. H e  was in the forward movement 
until the capturl of Atlanta. On the 27th of June he was in the attack on Kene- 
saw ilfountain. The command crossed the Chattahoochee, July 18, with severe 
loss. Then came the battle of Ezra Church and the capture of Jonesboro. 
Meantime his term of enlistment had expired, and the war being virtually settled, 
Colonel Rice returned to the north, after being honorably mustered out, Septem- 
her 18, 1864. During his three years of service, he had not lost a single day 
from duty. 
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Always of a studious, thoughtful turn of mind, the young college boy had 
made use of the many idle hours camp life affords to continue hi6 college studies 
by himself or with 111s companions, studying Greeli, German, Latin and Survey- 
ing, and reading many volunles of history. O n  his return north, he entered the 
law school of the University of Michigan and took his degree there trio years 
later. The following year he came to Peoria, and till his death, continued a 
prominent member of the Peoria bar. In  1877 he was city attorney. 111 18g3 lie 
was admitted to the district court of the United States, the southern district court 
of Illinois, and the circuit court, and in 1890 to the United States supi-einc c"urt. 
In 1878 and for many years thereafter, he was a illenlber of the State Uar Asso- 
ciation and for several years previous had been a member of the Chicago Bar 
Assoc~ation. In 1879 he became one -of the principal organizers, the treasurer, 
and a director of the Peoria Law Library Association. 

Four years after his corning to Peoria Coloilel Kice had illarried bliss Eliza 
Lillie Eallance, daughter of Colonel Charles and Julia M. Gallance. Mrs. l<ice 
was of exceptional character and froin this time until her death in 189j, theii 
lives were closely bound together and were mutually helpful ant1 illspiring. 
Mrs. Kice is remembered for her personal charm, coi~lbining a witty and lively 
disposition with deep earnestness of Christian character. She was a leader in 
Inany of the charitable movements carried on by the woinen in her church alld 
Peoria. There survive this unioil five children: Lillian Uallance, the wife of 
Major Wilson Chase, United States army, ant1 her two children, Daniel Rfor- 
gall ljrighanl and Caroline Rice Brigham ; Caroline hlontgomery ; Rlary \ irginia; 
,\Iontgomery Gordon, city attorney and clerli a t  IAibby, Rilontana ; ant1 \Villis Ual- 
lance, married to Ruth Little hlason, an electrical eilgineer and assistant United 
States patent examiner, at Washington, D. C. 

Colonel Iiice was a broad thinlier, keenly interested in nlany lines of public 
life, and the force of his iilfluence was always directed to~vard improvement in 
political, military, religious and social matters. He was a recognized leader in 
the republican party. In 1869, secretary and active manager for the republican 
county central comlnittee for Peoria county, he served in 1871 as menlber of the 
state legislature that revised the statutes follo~ving the adoption of the present 
state constitution. From that time on, the weight of his disinterestecl, high- 
nliltded thought had a steady effect upon local political affairs. At val-ious 
times he wrote articles on political cluestions that were broadly published and 
aroused nation-wide attention. In  recent years he became a republican insurgent 
or  progressive. 

After  the Civil war Colonel Rice toolc a lceen interest in military matters. I n  
1879, he assisted in organizing and was a charter member of Cryner I'ost, 
G. A. R., becoming its first adjutant. In 1894-6 he was special aide on the staff 
of the commander-in-chief of the G. A. R., appointed for the purpose of 1)roi11ot- 
ing military training in scl~ools and colleges, in which connection he wrote arti- 
cles upon the subject for the "Army and Navy Journal" and other papers. 1-32 
l~elonged to the Society of the Army of the Culnberland and was a charter menl- 
ber of the Illinois Society of t l ~ e  Sons of the Aiilerican Revolution. H e  was also 
a Knight Templar Mason, his membersl~ip being in Peoria Coinmandery No. 3. 

Colonel Rice attained special proitlinence in connection with his services in 
the national guard. H e  enlisted May 30, 1875, on the reorganization of the 
National Blues, becoming first sergeant, and in 1876, second lieutenant. This 
was the best drilled company in the state. In the great railroad strike of 1877, 
it went on duty for four weelts, when Colonel Rice acted as adjutant of a bat- 
talion of four companies and had the principal management and direction of 
the whole affair in Peoria, which he managed without loss of property or lifc. 
Sent to St. Louis, he took forcible possession of the railroad train at Havanna 
to prevent delay and compelled the railroad company to clear the track. Colonel 
Rice's labors in behalf of the improvement and recognition of the national guard 
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],,ve placed him among the men to whom the nation owes a debt of gratitude. 
1-le tool< special interest in rifle firing, believing that what a soldier most needed 
~n battle was to know how to "hit what he shot at." Tl~rough his efforts the 
Inijitia of the state was brought to a very high standard of efficiency in rifle 
,hooting He was the author of a "liange Manual for Military Rifle l'ractice," 
ivhic]~ was the standard authority in many states and was used by other states 
and by many regular troops. 1-le was the author of "Small Arms Practice for  
tile .\ational Guard" (1892), which was accepted as autl~ority in lllinois and 
other states. In 1877 he was colllnlissioned captain and special aide on the gov- 
ernor's staff with orders to act as assistant inspector of rifle practice. H e  \\qs 

lieutenant colonel and inspector of rifle practice of the Second Erigade in 
1879, ant1 in 1887 acted as assistant adjutant general of the Second Brigade dur- 
ing the riots in East St. Louis. The sanle year he was coillmissioned lieutenant 
colonel and assistant inspector general of the Second Brigade; and in 1590 was 

colonel and general inspector of rifle practice, which office ltc 
]leld until his resignation in 1896. In 1897 he was indorsed allnost unanimouslj 

the leading republicans of lllillois and by the national guard officers through- 
out the country for  the position of assistant secretary of war. 

His next step was to urge the recognition of the national guard as a inealis 
of national defense and its proper organization so as to make it ptactically useful 
for that end. In 1884 when the National Guard Association of Illinois was or- 
ganized, Colonel Rice was made chairn~an of the conlnlittee on constitution and 
by-laws. IIe delivered addresses on rifle practice and on the proper support 01 

the civil power which were published by the association and widely copied (See 
"United Service A/Iagazine," Philadelphia, August 18, 1854). In 1887, as chair- 
man of the legislative committee, his article read before the convention, on 
"Military Training in the Arnly ant1 the National Guard" \\.as published in the 
Century klagazine (October. 1888), and was largely conlmented upon in that 
(See also April, 1889) and other niagazines and military journals. The princi- 
ple for \vhic11 Colonel Rice contended for  twenty years, was, that the national 
guard is a national defence, organized of the l~eople, 1)y the people, and for the 
people; this he successfully maintained against apathy and opposition from ever) 
quarter, by his articles in leading magazines and papers, nlilitary and popular, of 
the coun!ry, and by active and laborious service with the guards in the field and 
canlp. l i e  developed the principle that the national guard as organized, may be 
called by the president into the service of the United States; that, when in the 
service, they are to be governed by the same rules and regulations, and to h a ~ c  
the same rights, privileges, and duties as the regular troops; and that they nlaj 
be recjuired to do duty "wherever ordered, within or without the territory of the 
United States." This principle, so necessary to the public welfare in time of na- 
tional danger, was successfully maintained by several articles in the "Army and 
Navy Journal" and elsewhere, and is now a part of the United States law. 

In religious matters Colonel Rice was broad in his sympathies but strong in 
his convictions. Accordingly his counsel and his power for organization was 
sought in the conduct of many local and national enterprises for social better- 
ment. In the Presbyterian church lte was a faithful and active member. Serv- 
ing first as president of the board of trustees of the Second Presbyterian church 
at Peoria, in 1886 he became a member of the session and was ruling elder at 
the time of his death, as well as a faithful teacher in the Sunday school. H e  
was many times a delegate to the Presbytery and was commissioner to four gen- 
eral assemblies of the church. In  this capacity, he became known throughout the 
country as the author of "the Peoria Plan" for electing and organizing the 
standing committees of the Presbyterian church, which had till that time been 
appointed by the moderator, or chairman, of the assembly. The plan, after years 
of opposition, was adopted, and has secured the decentralization of the church 
government, taking the power from the hands of a few leaders and giving it to 
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the representatives of the churches. In  this connection one of the most promi. 
nent Presbyterian journals of the country calls it "The joy of the church." 
Aside from his service through his church, Colonel Rice was relied upon bv 
many other worthy undertakings for his moral and personal support. Ile w& 
president of the Peoria Young Men's Christian Association for  two years, se- 
cured its incorporation, and was the author of its constitution and by-laws. 

On April 11, 1912, in the midst of a busy and useful life, at the age 
of three score and ten, he passed suddenly from us, a man high-minded, 
strong, courageous, patient, tender and true, one ::vho has left a deep in1pression 
for  good in many lines of progress, relating to the political, social, military, eco- 
nomic, and religious development of the country. All Peoria named him as one 
of the city's leading and honored citizens, who had exerted a powerful influence 
upon those enduring forms of progress which have their inception in thought 
and research, in clear reason and Iceen perception, and in high character, and 
which are ultimately manifest in resultant and beneficial action. 

BENJAMIN C. KOCH. 

Denjamin C. Koch, who maintains an office in the Masonic Temple where 
he engages in the buying and selling of farm lands, is one of the most exten- 
sive real-estate operators in Peoria. H e  was born in Trernont, Illinois, on the 
25th of May, 1873, and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Casper Koch, natives of Ger- 
many. They emigrated to America in 1851 and settled on a farm in the vicin- 
ity of Tremont and there their eleven children were born. The father passed 
away in 1875, but the mother retained the farm, which she cultivated with the 
assistance of her children, continuing to make her home there until her death on 
the 8th of April, 1911. 

The youngest member of the family, Eeiljamin C. Koch was only two 
years of age when his father passed away. H e  pursued his education in the 
common schools until he was twelve, when he lait1 aside his text-hooks and 
helped in the cultivation of the home farm. Agricultural pursuits engaged his 
undivided attention from that time until he had attained his majority, whe!i 
he started out in the world to make his own way. I t  was his intention to en- 
gage in the buying and selling of farming property, but as the land in the vi- 
cinity of his home was too dear, he invested his capital in Mercer county, this 
state. H e  has never engaged in a brokerage business, always having bought 
and sold for himself alone. At first he confined his efforts to this state, but 
later he extended his activities to Iowa, and finally established a large German 
colony at Oakville, Louisa county, that state. This was a stupendous under- 
taking as he handled about a half a million dollars worth of land in that sec- 
tion in 1 9 1 .  The next year he began operations in bottom lands in Hancock 
county, but that spring the levees in the river broke, flooding all of the coun- 
try thereabout. This naturally retarded the development of his project and in 
order not to lose either time or money in awaiting the completion of the en- 
gineering work necessary to drain the land, he traded his holdings for a tract 
in the Red River valley, Minnesota. H e  is now very enthusiastic over this section 
which he believes to be one of the most promising portions of the state. 
A man of unusual sagacity, he exercises good foresight and clear judgment in 
the promotion of his interests and always selects land in or adjacent to a thriv- 
ing town. H e  now owns two thousand acres in Marshall county. adioining 
Warren, the county seat, and he also has a section at Grand Forks and three 
thousand acres in small tracts in the Red River valley. In addition to this he 
has holdings in other portions of Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Tndiana and Califor- 
nia, but his greatest interests are in Minnesota. His thorough knowledge of 
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agricultural methods has been of inestimable value to Mr. Koch, who 
has thus been able to more intelligently cultivate and improve farms that were 
badly run down, and greatly increase his profits. I-Ie has met with remarkable 
success in his business, the entire knowledge and understanding of which he has 
nained through his experience in developing and promoting his own projects. ae is a man of much determination of purpose, who has the inherent faculty 
of directing large undertakings and is sufficiently resourceful to successfully 
meet and overcome obstacles that would conquer one possessed of less resolu- 4 

tion and perspicacity. 
Mr. Koch was united in marriage on the 29th of May, 1894, to Miss Bertha 

~~hneicler, a daughter of John Schneider of Peoria, who formerly engaged in 
the barbers' supplies business, but is now retired. They have one son, illbert 
H., now a youth of sixteen years, attending high school a t  Tremont, Illinois, 
lyhere Mr. Koch resides. 

As prosperity has attended the endeavors of Mr. Koch he has turned his 
attention to other activities and is the secretary and treasurer of the Domestic 
Vacuum Sweeper Company, of which Silas Ropp is the president and John E. 
Gerher. vice presiclent and general manager. They have the sole distribution of 
this device and it is the only machine of the kind manufactured in central Illi- 
nois. Mr. Koch assisted in the organization and financing of the company from 
the first and has been one of its most active promoters. He likewise holds the 
mineral rights to thirty-six hundred acres of land in bTorrison county, Minne- 
sota, the development of which he feels assured will bring him handsome divi- 
dends. In his judgment real estate affords one of the best and most certain 
sources of revenue at the present time. Land values everywhere are advanc- 
ing, and there is no likelihood of their depreciating. and whenever he disposes 
of one holding he reinvests elsewhere. constantly being on the watch for oppor- 
tunities. His dealings have proven very lucrative and he has met with most 
gratifying prosperity and is now recognized as one of the substantial business 
men uf Peoria. 

Gilman \Villard Avery was connected with a business that for almost a half 
century featured as one of the important productive industries of Peoria. The 
Coinstock-Avery Furniture Company controlled one of the leading retail furni- 
ture enterprises of the city, their establishment being one of the largest in the 
state outside of Chicago. Year after year, active in its management, Gilman \V. 
L4very contributed in large measure to its success and its prosperity in great 
measure was due to his business sagacity, executive ability and untiring efforts. 
In January. 1910, however, the firm passed out of existence. hlr. Avery passed 
the seventy-first milestone on life's journey, his birth having occurred in Green- 
ville, Kew Hampshire, March 14, 1835. H e  was a son of Amos and Lydia 
(Evans) Avery. The father was a farmer of that section but, finding the coun- 
try unfavorable for that purpose he removed to Jaffrey in the same state when 
his son was ten years of age. 

Gilman IY. Avery pursued the greater part of his education in the schools 
around Taffrey, supplemented by a course in the Kimball Union Academy at 
Meriden; S e w  Hampshire. For some years after his graduation he followed the 
profession of school teaching, first a t  Westmoreland, New Hampshire, and after- 
ward at Greenfield, Greene county, ~~Iissouri,  whither he removed at the age of 
nineteen years. A little later he became a re~ident of Ebenezer, hiissouri, where 
he established a high school, which he conducted successfully for a few years. 
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His next removal was to Lebanon, Missouri, where he opened a general store, 
His previous experience as a teacher continued to prove of worth to him in this 
connection, for  he had cultivated the habit of studying and analyzing his pupils 
and this proved of value to him in understanding his patrons. H e  continued the 
business until it was completely ruined by the outbreak of the Civil war, after 
which he returned to the east and spent the winter in teaching school at Eroc- 
ton, New York. In  the following August lie located at Gridley, Illinois, where 
he engaged in general merchandising, but tlie following fall he came to Peoria 
and here resided until his death in 1906. 

In  1861 had been organized the furniture and house supply business \vhicll he 
entered as a partner in 1864 under the style of Conlstock & Avery. The b ~ ~ s i n e ~ ~  
was continued under that name until 1892, when it was incorporated as tlie Corn- 
stocli-,A.\rery Furniture Company. Gilman W. Avery had entire charge of the 
business and its success and constant prosperity were the direct result of ]]is 
capable tnatiagement. Tlie business grew yearly, its output constantly increasing 
to meet the growing demand of the trade until finally its field of activity covered 
central Illinois. For some time prior to his death Mr. Avery was in failing 
health and in December. 1905, went to Rilosi, Mississippi, to escape the rigorous 
winter of the north. Tliere he passed away on tlie 24th of Marcli, 1906. 

I t  was on the 18th of January, 1859, that Mr. Avery was married to hiiss 
Ellen Haywood, of East Jaffrey, Kew I-Ian~psliire, who died April 19, 1890. 
Some time afterward he was again married, liis second wife being Miss Alice 
T. Sawyer, of Peterboro, New Han~psliire. Cy the first marriage there were 
three chilclreii, Fmnk E., Preston 11. and Fred H., of wliom the eldest and the 
youngest are living, wliile Preston A. died in 1864. kTr. Avery held meml)ership 
in the Raptist church and was long a factor in the church work of the city. Reli- 
gion was to hiin a iiiatter of everyday conduct and not merely of Sahl~atli 01)ser~- 
ance. I-Iis belief leavened his life a11tl influenced liis actions and made him at 
all times co~lsiderate of the welfare and rights of others. At one time lie was 
a n~ciill,er of the city cou~lcil and lie was ever essentially a pu1,lic-spiritec! nian, 
interested in the welfare and progress of Peoria to the extent of giving active aid 
to those projects wlierehy the interests of the city were conserved. At liis tleatli 
lie left an unassailable rer3utation for integrity and uprightness of character and 
a legacy of unsurpassed honesty as a heritage to his sons. 

Of tlie Hon. Alva Merrill it has been said: "He has at all times utilized his 
public honors for the best good of his fellow townsnien rather than as an oppor- 
tunity for self-promotion or personal gain." As a member of the general assembly 
lie stood loyally for measures and nlovements wliicli lie believed for the best 
interests of the comn~onwealtl~. FIe held a number of to~vnship and county 
offices and is still serving in public office as deputy internal revenue collector 
of the Peoria district. FTe was born in Medina townshin, Peoria county, October 
9, 1854, and is a son of Sa~nuel and Mary T. (Lake) Merrill, natives respectivelv , 

of Ohio and Indiana. Tlie paternal grandfather also bore the name of Samuel I - 
Merrill. 1 

Upon the old honie farm Alva Iferrill was reared and in the district scliools 
his education. yet lear~ied manv valuable lessons in the school of ex- , 

perience. His home trainina, too, taught him the value of industry and per- 
severance-qualities wliich have since been manifest in his life. Subsecluently 
he removed to Hallock, Peoria county, where he engaged in farming, cultivating 
a good tract of land there which he brought under a high state of development. 

In  the meantime Mr. Merrill had married, having on the 10th of February, 
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188r, wedded {Miss Henrietta Saxton, a daughter of Frederick and Sarah Saxton, 
early settlers of Hallock township. Mrs. Merrill died May 13, 1892, leaving two 
children, Mabel and Clifford. On the 16th of October, 1900, Mr. Merrill wedded 
Mrs. Florence A. West (nee Humphrey), a native of Lima, Livingston county, 
New York. They now reside at 114 LaSalle avenue, Peoria, in a beautiful home 
in every sense of the word. Mrs. Merrill is very much interested in benevolent 
and philanthropic projects, is now president of the Florence Crittenden Home 
and is interested in the Neighborhood House. She is also a member of the Re- 
search Club and taltes an active part in the practical club work for the poor 
and needy. She cares nothing for those clubs which are formed merely for 
sociability and display but cooperates heartily in every organized project for 
the benefit of those to whom the public should render assistance. 

In politics Mr. RiIerrill is a republican and has frequently been honored with 
positions of political preferment. For five years he was a member of the Poor 
Farm board of inspectors. H e  was elected to the state legislature for Peoria 
county in 1894, and was reelected in 1896, '98 and 1 9 ,  thus serving for four 
consecutive terms in the Illinois house of representatives. H e  was appointed to 
a number of important committees and during the fortieth general assembly was 
chairman of the committee on public charities, one of the most important in the 
state. As a politician his reputation was unsullied, and his independence of thought 
and action gained for him the admiration and collfidence of those who had elected 
him. His record in the house was characterized by the utmost devotion to the 
public good, based upon an intimate knowledge of needs and conditions and an 
understanding of the opportunities for  advancing the public welfare. As deputy 
internal revenue collector he travels over central Illinois and "knows every 
boy ancl girl, every road and every store in the revenue district." Recently Mr. 
Merrill was a candidate for congress running against Colonel Fred H. Smith 
and made a very good race, although he was beaten. I t  seems that everybody is 
acquainted with him, that everybody liltes him and that his worth is appreciated 
by all. H e  is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and of the 
Modern IVoodmen camp. While well fitted for leadership by reason of his ability 
he is "of the people and for the people." He has ever regarded a public office 
as a public trust ancl no trust reposed in h4r. l lerrill  has ever been betrayed. 

PI-IILIP MAHER. 

Philip hlaher. who since 1904 has resided in Elmwood, is a native of this 
county, born in Brimfield, August 3, 1862, his parents being John and Salonla 
(Snyder) .Maher. The father was a native of Ireland, and the mother was born 
in Middletown, Butler county, Ohio. The father came to America when he 
was twenty years of age, and located in Ohio where he was married. In 1857 he 
removed to Peoria county and here became the owner of an excellent farm 
where he spent the remainder of his life. H e  was a democrat in politics, but 
being a quiet and retiring man, he never aspired to public office. H e  died May 
5, 1908, and his wife, preceding him by a few years, passed away in 1902. She 
was a member of the Presbyterian church. In their family were four children, 
the eldest of whom died at the age of four years. The others are: Mrs. Clara 
Reed, Edwin M. and Philip, of this review. 

The last named received his education in the common schools of this county 
and Brimfield high school. H e  grew to manhood on his father's farm, and in 
1888 started out in life for himself by purchasing a farm of seventy acres in 
Brimfield township. Later selling that he purchased another farm, and now is 1 the owner of an excellent tract of two hundred and eighty acres. Besides his 
land in this county he also owns some farmland in Canada. Since 1904 he has 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

lived in Elmwood in a beautiful home which he erected here. In 1908 he pur- 
chased the Elmwood telephone exchange in partnership with D. E. Kernp, and 
later he bought the interests of Mr. Kemp. After two years he,sold the tele- 
phone exchange to his brother, and has since lived retired. 

On the 30th of September, 1891, Mr. Maher was united in marriage with 
Miss Anna Davis, a native of Millbrook township, this county, and a daughter 
of R. C. and Margaret (Kaiser) Davis. To  Mr. and Mrs. Maher has been 
born one son, John R., who died in infancy. Mr. Maher has always been an 
energetic and progressive man, highly honored in his community, and he served 
as member of the board of review in 1910. Eoth he and Mrs. Maher are mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Maher has ever been a man of action, 
rather than of theory, and, with clear brain and willing hands he has applied 
himself seriously to the rules of labor and responsibilities of life, and now is 
counted among the good, substantial residents of Peoria county. 

-4n analyzation of the business career of Thomas J. Edwards shows that 110 

especially favorable circumstances aided him at the outset of his career but that 
persistent effort and intelligently directed labor have brought him to the creditable 
position which he now occupies. After long connection with agricultural inter- 
ests he entered into active connection with the coal trade and is now president 
of the Edwards Coal Company of Peoria, operating mines four miles west of 
Edwards Station. Almost his entire life has been passed in Peoria county, to 
which his parents removed during his infancy, so that he was here reared and 
educated. His birth, however, occurred in Marshall county, this state, December 
23, 1853, his parents being Sylvester S. and Mary J. (Schimp) Edwards. In 
the paternal line he comes from one of the old Virginia families. His grand- 
parents were Thomas and Elinor (Scott) Edwards, both of whom were natives 
of Hampshire county, Virginia, where they owned a large pJantation and a 
number of slaves. However, they sought the opportunities of the growing west 
in 1834, removing to Illinois when all this section of the state was a wild and 
unimproved district, in which the work of civilization and progress seemed 
scarcely begun. Thomas Edwards secured a tract of land of one hundred and 
sixty acres, on which not a furrow had been turned or an improvement made, 
but with characteristic energy he began its development and transformed the 
wild prairie tract into rich and fertile fields, from which were annually gathered 
rich harvests. The family bore all the hardships and privations of pioneer life 
and the county owes much to their efforts, for they have not only contributed 
to the agricultural progress of the community but have ever stood loyally in sup- 
port of all interests and measures which have been an element for growth and 
advancement here. Unto Thomas and Elinor Edwards were born five children: 
Sylvester S., Isadora, Sarah Jane, George W. and Edward D., all now deceased. 

Sylvester S. Edwards was a lad of but nine years when his parents became 
residents of Rosefield township and from that time until his demise he resided 
on the oltl homestead. He assisted his father in the arduous task of developing 
new land, of breaking the sod and turning the first furrows. H e  thus early 
learned the value of industry, determination and perseverance-qualities which 
placed him with the substantial citizens of the community as the years passed 
by. He turned from farm life to comn~ercial pursuits and for a short period 
engaged in the grocery business prior to the Civil war, but when hostilities broke 
out between the north and the south his patriotic spirit was aroused and he 
offered his services to the country, enlisting as a member of Company K, Seventy- 
seventh Illinois Infantry. I-Ie was assigned to the position of second lieutenant 
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and participated in Bank's Red River expedition. He was captured and iin- 
prisoned at Camp Ford, Tyler, Texas. At the time of his capture he was acting 
as captain of Company F. Subsequently he was promoted to the rank of first 
lieutenant in recognition of his bravery, daring and efficiency on the battlefield. 
He made a most creditable military record, showing himself to be possessed of 
fine soldiery qualities, combined with the spirit of patriotism which led the 
boys in blue year after year to stand by the old flag and defend the Union 
interests. When the war ended he resumed farming but again entered the 
mercantile field in the winter of 1875-76, opening a store at Edwards Station, 
&ere he also served as postmaster. His was an active, useful and well spent 
life, commending him to the good-will and confidence of all who knew him. 

The boyhood days of Thomas J. Edwards were spent upon the old hoille 
farm which his grandfather had entered from the government when this was a 
frontier district. He attended the district schools and also pursued a thorough 
course in the Normal School at Peoria. For ten or twelve terms he engaged in 
teaching, proving a capable educator who imparted readily and clearly to others 
the knowledge that he had accluired. He also took up the study of telegraphy 
in Oberlin, Ohio, but the occupation to which he was reared proved most attractive 
to him and when twenty-one years of age he began farming on his own account. 
Year after year he tilled the soil and year after year gathered golden harvests 
as the reward of his labors. H e  was busily employed in this way until about 
1890, when his fellow townsmen, appreciative of his worth and ability, elected 
him to the state legislature, in which he served for two years. On his retirement 
from office he established his home in Peoria, where he became connected with 
the coal trade, being now president of the Edwards Coal Company of this city, 
engaged in the operation of mines four miles west of Edwards Station. For 
about twenty years he has now been engaged in the coal business as a mine 
operator and has met with splendid success in this field. 

On the 24th of September, 1877, was celebrated the marriage of ,Mr. Edwards 
and Miss Martha J. Ball, who was born March 2, 1853, at St. Anthony's Falls, 
Minnesota, and is a daughter of Reuben F. and Rebecca (Fullerton) Ball, both 
natives of Maine, the former born in Wilton and the latter in Woolwich. The 
father was one of the three children of Levi and Mary (Le Land) Ball and the 
former was a son of John Ball, a representative of an old English family that 
was founded in America in colonial days. The Le Lands were also of English 
lineage, one of their ancestors being Janles Le Land. The paternal grandfather 
of Mrs. Edwards was a farmer by occupation. The father followed merchandis- 
ing until 1849 when, attracted by the discovery of gold on the Pacific coast, he 
went to California. In 1851 he became a resident of St. Anthony's Falls, Min- 
nesota, and resumed mercantile pursuits, conducting three stores in that town 
and two a t  St. Cloud. H e  likewise acted as Indian agent and was one of the 
prominent factors in business life upon the frontier, for Minnesota was then 
in the period of its pioneer development. In 1863 he removed with his family 
to Vineland, New Jersey, becoming proprietor of the only store of the town, 
which he was largely instrumental in upbuilding. About the close of the Civil 
war he became a resident of Peoria, where he successfully conducted mercantile 
interests. Mr. and Mrs. Ball were very prominent in the comn~unity where they 
lived and were faithful members of the Universalist church. Mr. Ball has now 
passed away but his widow still survives. They were the parents of five chil- 
dren, of whom four are yet living, Martha, Susan J., William L. and Abigail F. 
As previously stated, the eldest became the wife of Mr. Edwards and unto 
this marriage there were born nine children, Otis W., Thomas J., John, Anthony 
R., LeRoy E., Malcolm H., May, Clarence L. and Essie E. There are also five 
grandchildren, Walter, George, Julian, Esther and Louisa Edwards. 

When age conferred upon Thomas J. Edwards the right of franchise he 
became a supporter of the republican party, casting his first vote for General 
Grant. While a resident of Kickapoo township he filled the office of justice of 



442 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

the peace and twice he has served as supervisor, his reelection coming to him in 
recognition of his faithfulness and capability during his first term. He holds 
membership in the Episcopal church, to which he is most devoted, contributing 
generously to its support and doing all in his power to further its interests. 
H e  belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and also to the Sons of 
Veterans. Progress and patriotism may well be termed the keynote of his char- 
acter. At all times he stands for that which is most beneficial to the welfare 
of city, county and state. H e  has earned for himself an enviable reputation as 
a careful man of business and in his dealings is known for his prompt and hen- 
orable methods, which have won him the deserved and unbounded confidence 
of his fellowmen. 

HOK. JOHN DAILEY 

Peoria and the surrounding country know the Hon. John Dailey as an able 
member of the bar. The  state at large is familiar with his record as a lllelllber 
of the senate to which he was elected on the republican ticket. His mental 
force, his patriotic spirit, his devotion to the general good have placed hiill in a 
position of leadership in the upper house, and his friends, who are many, are 
predicting that higher honors await him. Should he not again enter public office 
he will undoubtedly leave his impress upon the history of the state because of 
his well 1 ~ 1 1 0 ~ 1 1  ability as advocate and counselor, his work during twenty-one 
years' connection with the Peoria bar being evidence of his ability in that direc- 
tion. He was admitted to practice in 1890 a t  which time he was a young man 
of twenty-three years. His birth occurred in Peoria on the 17th of April, 1867, 
his parents being John and Hannah (Murphy) Dailey. The father was a veteran 
of two wars, the Mexican and the Civil. H e  first came to Peoria in 1849 from 
the state of New York and remained here for several years, after which he re- 
returned east and enlisted in a Massachusetts regiment in defense of the stars 
and stripes, following the outbreak of hostilities between the north and the south. 
H e  was wounded at the battle of Antietam and as a result of his injuries was 
honorably discharged. After the war he returned to Peoria where he conducted 
business as a shoemaker. He died in December, 1908, but his wife is still living. 

I t  was in this city that the Hon. John Dailey was reared and in the local 
schools he pursued his education until graduated from the high school with the 
class of 1885. H e  afterward entered the University of Mlchigan and there 
studied until graduated from the law department with the class of ~Sgo .  He 
likewise pursued a literary course in that institution and thus came to the bar 
well equipped for the duties which devolved upon him, his broad knowledge and 
natural resourcefulness qualifying him to take up the onerous duties of the pro- 
fession. In  connection with Harry S. Miller in 1904, he organized the law firm 
of Dailey & Miller and has since continued in practice. The carefulness with 
which he has prepared his cases and the force with which he presents his cause 
have often excited and always won the admiration of his contemporaries and 
colleagues. H e  readily understands the relation of cause and effect and this is 
a valuable element in sifting out his evidence to gain the salient points in the 
litigation. H e  always prepares for defense as well as attack and his ability is 
further attested by the many verdicts which he has won favorable to the inter- 
ests of his clients. 

Aside from his profession Mr. Dailey's greatest activity is manifest in the 
field of politics. H e  served as  assistant city attorney from 1894 until 1896 and 
in the latter year was elected to the office of state's attorney of Peoria county 
for a four years' term. H e  was a member of the forty-fourth general assembly, 
and is now serving for his first term as a member of the senate. H e  is chair- 
man of the legislative public utilities committee and was the author of the cor- 
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bill which was passed in the last senate but was defeated in the 
house. H e  was also chairman of the committee on primary elections which pre- 
pared the present primary law, Senator Dailey doing much of the work on that 
document. In relation to his public service one of the local papers has said: 
'lIn 1895 he was appointed assistant city attorney and in that capacity he demon- 
strated his capabilities to such effect that in the following year he was nominated 
for the office of state's attorney on the republican ticket and was elected by a 
large majority. Here his talents were given full play, and during the four years 
that he held the office his profound knowledge of the law and his forensic ability 
brought him conspicuously to the front. In 1905 he was elected one of the rep- 
resentatives from the Peoria district to the forty-fourth general assembly and 
in 1909 was elected a member of the state senate. As a state senator his course 
has been marked with an honesty of purpose, an aggressiveness and a natural gift 
of oratory that have made him the leader on the floor and placed him in the 
front rank as one of the political leaders in the state in the interests of the re- 
~ublican party and of the people at large. John Dailey, in the exercise of natural 
qualities, rises f a r  above the ordinary politician. Skilled in the rules of debate, 
gifted with a splendid oratorical presence and power, eclual to any emergency 
and actuated by an inborn sense of right and justice, he exhibits all the qualities 
of the statesman and in the not distant future he will be called upon to guide 
the destinies of this, the third state in the Union, or to take a seat in the coun- 
cils of the nation." 

In 1895 Mr. Dailey was united in marriage to Miss Clara F. Johnston, of 
Peoria, the daughter of Robert F. Johnston, who was a retired farmer and died 
in 1910. Mrs. Dailey was born and reared in this county and by her marriage 
has become the mother of one daughter, Lucille. Fraternally Mr. Dailey is con- 
nected with the Masons and his belief in and loyalty to the order has caused 
him to advance through it various branches until he has reached the thirty- 
second degree of the Scottish Rite. H e  is also a member of Mohammed Temple 
of the Mystic Shrine and in his further fraternal relations is connected with the 
I<nights of Pythias, Knights of Khorassan, the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks and the Modern Woodmen of America. H e  is well known in the member- 
ship of the Creve Coeur Club and those who oppose him politically have enter- 
tained the highest respect for him personally, recognizing the fact that he has 
made wise use of his natural gifts and that they have been enhanced by persist- 
ent application, bringing him to a most creditable position in the front ranks of 
the active men, distinguished lawyers and political leaders of the state. H e  is 
ever a factor to be reckoned with for it is well known that nothing can swerve 
him from a course which he believes to be right. 

OTH3IXR M. KLEIS. 

In this conlmercial age character and attainments are to a large extent judged 
by business success. The standard is a good one since commercial prominence 
is gained only through hard work and alert judgment and a discriminating mind. 
A man in whose business career these qualities have been dominating factors is 
Othmar M. Klein, president of the Klein-Watson Company, engaged in the 
general contracting and plastering business in this city. The firm has offices in 
the Jefferson building, where they have been located since March, 1910. Mr. 
Klein was born in Pekin, Illinois, December 5, 1876. His family is of German 
origin but has been in this country since before the Revolution. His parents 
were Jacob and Augusta Klein, the former a prominent contractor in Pekin 
and a member of the city council for some time. He died in 1896, a t  the age of 
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sixty-one years, and is buried in St. Joseph's cemetery. His \\rife still survives 
him and is living in Peoria. 

Othmar M. Klein received his early education in the German Catholic and 
public schools of his native city but laid aside his books at the age of fifteen. 
H e  engaged in the plastering business for a short time but, seeing greater pas- 
sibilities m the line of activity which his father followed, he and his brother 
Emil joined their father in his general contracting and plastering business, which 
association was extremely successful and continued until 1896, when Jacob Klein 
passed away. The two brothers did not sever their connection until 1900, at 
which period Othmar Klein came to Peoria and started in business for him- 
self. H e  was successful from the beginning. His business increased annually 
and his ]lard work and ability brought him many new clients every year. In 
March, 1910, he entered into partnership with L. L. Watson and incorporated 
the business under the firm name of the Klein-Watson Company, Mr. Klein 
retaining the office of president, in which capacity he is serving at the present 
time. 

On Kovember 30, 1902, Mr. Klein was united in marriage to Miss Anna 
Walsh, a daughter of James and Mamie Walsh, the former a circuit court clerk 
for many years prior to his death in 1900. H e  is buried in St. Mary's cemetery. 
His wife still survives him and resides in this city. Mr. Klein and his wife are 
the parents of one daughter, Beatrice Marie, now a student in the Peoria public 
schools. The family reside in the old homestead at 1218 Perry avenue and are 
well known and widely popular in this city. 

,Mr. Klein is a consistent member of the republican party and takes an active 
interest in local affairs. For six years he has served on the county board 
of supervisors and has done able and efficient work in this capacity. He is a 
devout adherent of the Roman Catholic church, in which faith he was reared, 
and belongs to the fourth degree of the Knights of Columbus. His religion is 
an active and vital force in his life and has given to an upright and honest busi- 
ness man the added clualification of a worthy and honorable Christian gentleman. 

REV. ELIJAH F. HOIVE. 

Five years' service as pastor of the First Congregational church served to 
endear the Rev. Elijah F. Howe not only to his own parishioners but to many 
of other denominations. In fact, wherever he was known he was honored and 
esteemed for his life and his character was as clear as the sunlight. No man 
came in contact with him but a t  once appreciated him at his true worth and he 
was a man who not only cherished a high ideal of duty but who lived up to it. 
His friends have sorely missed him but the memory of  his noble life, of his sin- 
cerity and simplicity will not be forgotten. I t  seemed that he should have 
been spared for years to come and yet in the almost fifty-five years of his earthly 
pilgrimage he accomplished very much more than many a man whose life span 
stretches out to three score years and ten. 

Rev. Howe was born in Crafton, Massachusetts, September 19, 1832, and 
prepared for college at Munson, Massachusetts. The Rev. James Tufts,  a pro- 
fessor in the academy, says of him: "E. Franklin Howe called a t  my boarding 
place in the spring of 1853, to see me in regard to entering the academy to 
prepare for college. H e  was, I saw at once, a mature, prompt, earnest young 
man, desiring, if he came, to teach penmanship in the academy in aid of his 
support, which he did very successfully through his course. H e  commenced 
his studies the spring term and continued here the two following years, enter- 
ing Yale College well prepared in 1855. Mr. Howe was not a brilliant scholar 
and probably did not learn so easily as if he had commenced his studies younger, 
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but he was always industrious and faithful, striving to get every lesson as well 
,, he could. Such scholars usually improve rapidly so that Mr. Howe stood 

higher relatively as a writer and scholar when he entered college than 
he commenced his preparation. Uncommonly patient and persistent, he 

did all his work thoroughly as he was able, never relaxing his efforts, no matter 
how great the difficulties. This was especially noticeable in his writing and his 
composition exercises. Though he could debate fluently and speak acceptably 
in meetings, yet he could not write and compose easily, and had none 
of that felicity of diction which he afterward developed. Still his patience 
never failed. There was not a student in school who showed more persistence 
in learning to think, write and compose than Mr. Howe, till he really began to 
excel in a clear, terse, thoughtful style, somewhat as he afterward appeared in 
his pulpit perforn~ances." With the completion of his college course at Yale 
in the class of 1859 Mr. Howe entered upon the study of theology at New Haven 
and also prepared for the active work of the ministry in Princeton University. 
He entered upon pastoral duties at South Canaan, Connecticut, in 1861, and after- 
ward accepted a call from a church at Terre Haute, Indiana, remaining in 
charge there for  eleven years, or from 1865 until 1876. H e  then returned to 
New England and for six years had a pastorate at Newtonville, Massachusetts. 
In 1882 l ~ e  received a unaninlous call to the First Congregational church at 
Peoria and in September o f  that year entered upon his duties in this city. H e  
was untiring in his efforts to build up the church, adding to its strength numeric- 
ally and spiritually. While he was a firm believer in the principles for which 
his denomination stood there was nothing narrowly sectarian about him. His 
was the Christianity that transcends creeds and dogmas and stands on the broader 
plane of Biblical teaching. It  was only when ill health compelled such a course 
that he put aside his active duties as pastor of the church, hoping that rest might 
restore him to his wonted health. 

The Rev. E. F. Howe was married twike. He first wedded Frances Gates, 
of Munson, Rfassachusetts, and unto them were born two sons and two daugh- 
ters: Frank C., a lawyer, who for a number of years held a government positioil 
in Peoria but is now a resident of New York; Louis B., who holds a position of 
trust with the Merchants Bank & Trust Con~pany, of Los Angeles, California; 
Grace G.: and Fannie C. The wife and mother died in November, 1882, and 
the Rev. Howe in 1885 married Sarah (Storrs) Proctor, the widow of David 
Proctor of Peoria. By her first marriage she had three children, Charles, Julia 
and David. She now makes her home in New York city. In less than two 
years after her second marriage she was called upon to mourn the loss of the 
Rev. Howe, and all Peoria mourned with her, for  in the five years of his res- 
idence here he had firmly endeared himself to the residents of this city and all 
with whom he had come in contact. The Rev. Hiram Eddy writes of him: 
"I like to write about that dear man. E. Frank Howe was one of my nearest 
neighbors in the ministry here in Connecticut, and while he and I remained in 
the state we were quite intimate. I loved him and I think he loved me. I had 
great confidence in his mental culture and in the depth of his Christ-warmed 
experience. H e  was always ready for any good deed, for  any good work. You 
felt a Christ in his sympathy and here was the charm of his preaching. I t  was 
luminous, warm, and coming home to the hearts of the hearers. H e  was 
more like the lovely and lovable John than like Peter or Paul. .He drew not 
in the sensational sense but in the sense of winning. His people loved him and 
they felt he was one of them. H e  was a brother among their brothers, a child 
among their children, a neighbor among their neighbors and was a member of a11 
their homes. Of course souls were won to Christ and many will call him blessed. 
Let us thank God for such a noble ministry." A College classmate of the Rev. 
Howe pays this tribute to him: "I was one of the many classmates of Frank 
Ho~ve \\rho knew him and loved him well, but I also stood in a closer and more 
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sacred relation to him, for there were few who knew him and loved him as I 
did and fewer still whom I loved and knew as I knew and loved Frank Howe. 
H e  was one of the deacons of the College church from our class and, while all 
the deacons, as far  as I now remember, were faithful men and officers, yet it 
is no disparagement to the others to say that not one in all the college was more 
faithful or more useful than Deacon Howe. During his student life his prom- 
inent characteristics were his unhesitating adherence to the right in everything, 
his burning desire to do good to all about him and to develop the very best that 
there was in himself, his cheerful spirit, his lively affections, and before all, 
above all and throughout all, his pronounced personal religion." Nun~erous were 
the letters expressive of similar sentiments to the above sent to the bereaved 
widow and the congregation for which the Rev. Howe ministered until so short 
a time before his death. W e  make the following extract from a tribute from the 
First Congregational Church of Peoria, writen by Miss S. S. Lines, one of its 
members : "He was preeminently a man who had the courage of his convictions. 
Aggressive and strong in his own opinions, he gave forth no uncertain sound, 
yet he was tolerant of and listened with deference to the opinions of others, 
and his pacific spirit often during heated discussions or  argument 'kept the bal- 
ance true and fair.' His  sense of humor was keen and his scorn of meanness 
intense. His  sympathy with honest doubt and his clear presentation of the 
truth won the confidence of some whose only safety from agnosticism had beell 
their belief in the fatherhood of God. H e  was quick to give and respond to a 
sympathetic touch: His name was known and loved among those who were 
not of his own parish and many who were outside of any church relation will 
long remember his thoughtful kindness. None looked to him in vain for help. 
The handful of choice flowers, the blooming plant, the little note, the timely 
word, the warm pressure of the hand, the appreciative glance, the prayer which 
voiced the agony and strong crying for help and which seemed to bring the 
answer down, are all remembered and cherished by countless hearts. I,iterally, 
he entered into our joys and shared our sorrows. The little child in its inno- 
cence; the young, looking forward with expectant eyes; the strong men in the 
stir and rush of business life, some of whom have said no other man ever canle 
so near to them; the mother weary of her household round; the gray-haired 
man and woman, sinking under the burden of helplessness; the joyous, the suf- 
fering and the sinning he carried in his great, true heart,-they were his people 
and knit to him by tender chords of love." 

"Were a star quenched on high. 
For ages would its light. 

Still traveling downward from the sky, 
Shine on our mortal sight. 

So when a good man dies, 
For years beyond our ken 

The light he leaves behind hiill lies 
Upon the paths of men." 

H E R E E R T  ALEXAKDER ROEINSOS 

Herbert Alexander Robinson, who is conducting a retail coal business at 213 
North Washington street, has been identified with the commercial activities of 
Peoria for the past fourteen years. H e  was Born in Elmwood, Illinois, on the 
5th of June, 1863, and is a son of Edwin Judson and Sarah Jane (Eslinger) 
Robinson, who reside at 715 Illinois avenue, this city. They are the parents of 
seven children, four daughters and three sons, our subject being the second son 
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in order of birth. Two of the daughters, Mrs. Horace Clark and M;S. H. C. 
Roberts, are living in Peoria, while the other two sons, Alva J. and Charles C., 
are engaged in the lumber business in Chicago. 

Reared a t  home, Herbert Alexander Robinson obtained his education in the 
common schools of his native town and those of Brimfield, Illinois, terminating 
his student days upon his graduation from the high school a t  the age of seven- 
teen years. H e  subsequently entered the service of the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad a t  the latter place to learn telegraphy. H e  had mastered this 
by the time he was eighteen and entered the service of the company in the capacity 
of operator. His efficiency and capable discharge of his duties readily won him 
recognition and a t  the end of a year he was appointed agent at Castleton, this 
state. Two years later he was returned to Erimfield in the same capacity, remain- 
ing there until 1888 when he was transferred to Farmington, Illinois. He  was 
retained there for nine years and during that period was offered the position of 
traveling attditor, which he declined. His next post was a t  Rushville, this state, 
where he retained the agency for two years, at the expiration of which time he 
withdrew from the railway service in order to engage in business for himself. 
The same year, 1898, he came to Peoria and purchased the retail department of 
the Clark Coal & Coke Company, and has ever since been following this busi- 
ness with increasing success. When he first engaged in this he was located at 
315 Fulton street, on the present site of the Jefferson office building, but later 
he acquired the property at 213 North Washington street, and has ever since 
made this his headquarters. Mr. Robinson has conducted his business in strict 
accordance with modern con~mercial methods, and despite the fact that he had 
had no previous training in this particular line has met with very good success. 
He stands high in the esteem not only of local coal dealers but of those through- 
out the state and in the years 1909 and 1910 was president of the Illinois and 
Wisconsin Retail Coal Dealers' Association. 

On the 18th of January,' 1888, Mr. Robinson was united in marriage to Miss 
Carrie A. Spurlock a t  Wyoming, Illinois. Mrs. Robinson has no people, having 
been left an orphan in her early childhood. They have a very pleasant residence 
at 220 Bigelow street, which they own, and where they often extend their hos- 
pitality to their friends. Both Mr. and Mrs. Robinson hold membership in the 
First Congregational church of this city and he is a member of the Creve Coeur 
and the Country Clubs. His political principles accord with those of the repub- 
lican party but in municipal elections he casts his ballot for the man he deems 
best adapted for the office. H e  has made good progress in the deve1opmer.t of 
his business, which is now firmly established and thriving, being numbered among 
the prosperous enterprises of the city. 

ALEXAXDER FURST.  

Alexander Furst is a representative of one of the most important business 
interests in Peoria, being one of the members and directors of the firm of Jobst- 
Bethard Wholesale Grocery Company with which he has been associated for 
twenty years, entering the employ of the firm as office boy. H e  was horn in 
Peoria on the 26th of October, 1880, and is a son of Alexander and Elizabeth 
Furst. His father died in April, 1881, when his son was but five months old 
and he was reared by his mother who wisely directed his development during his 
early youth. H e  attended the public schools and when it was necessary for him 
to enter business circles he secured a position in the wholesale grocery house now 
conducted under the name of the Jobst-Bethard Company. His salary was orig- 
inally but a dollar per week. I t  was not lpng, however, before he gained advance- 
ment for he proved his worth in his industry, energy and honesty. From one 
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position to another he progressed until he eventually became a salesman on the 
road and then buyer in the house. He was later elected a member of the board 
of directors and now is one of the heads of this enormous business with which he 
became connected in a most humble capacity. 

In  1908 Mr. Furst was united in marriage to Miss Jessie Elizabeth Hall of 
Peoria, a daughter of George S. Hall, and they now have one child, Elizabeth, 
Mr. Furst belongs to the Creve Coeur Club, the Kickapoo Golf Club and also 
to the Travelers Protective Association, in all of which he has many friends, 
His life work has been a single line and undoubtedly one of the elements of his 
success is the fact that he has continuously concentrated his energies upon this 
single field. No higher testimonial of his reliability could be given than the fact 
that for twenty years he has been assoc'iated wit11 one house eventually becoming 
a member and director of the firm. 

John 'CV. McDowell occupies a conspicuous position ill financial circles itl 
Peoria as treasurer of the Title & Trust Co. and also of the Dime Savings 
& Trust Co. Moreover, he is one of the most widely known real-estate men in 
central Illinois, and as manager of the real-estate division of the Title & Trust 
Co. has handleg more property than any other man in the entire district. Alert, 
enterprising and determined, he seems almost intuitively to recognize the possi- 
bilities of a situation and with determined purpose grasps every opportunity. 
He is prompt in the executiotl of his plans, which are based upon sound judgment 
and a thorough understanding of the situation which he handles. Forceful and 
resourceful, he is one of the citizens who are molding the business development 
of Peoria and this section of the state. 

M r .  McDowell is a native of Louisville, Kentucky, born January 13, 1867. 
His parents were Major William Preston and Kate Goldsborough (Wright) 
McDowell. The father served as assistant adjutant general to General Rousseau 
throughout the Civil war and was wounded while in the service. H e  remained 
for many years a valued and prominent resident of Louisville, where his death 
occurred in 1905. His wife, still surviving him, is now a resident of Peoria. 

John W. McDowell was reared in his native city and attended the public 
schools until graduated from the Louisville high school. H e  then crossed the 
threshold of the business world, becoming a bookkeeper in a bank. H e  also later 
turned his attention to railroad interests and likewise began operating in real 
estate, entering that field upon his removal to Peoria. H e  became manager for 
what 117as then the Elliot Callender Real Estate Company, remaining with that 
firm for about five years. H e  has "made good" in every connection, proving his 
worth at all times and demonstrating his ability in the successful accon~plisli- 
ment of whatever he has undertaken. After about five years with the firm of 
Elliot Callender he became vice president and treasurer of the Colean Manufac- 
turing Company, manufacturers of threshing machines, and when that firm failed 
lie became connected with the Title & Trust Co., with which he has been 
identified continuously since 1906. He was made nlanager of the real-estate de- 
partment and also a director of the Dime Savings QE Trust Co., which are kindred 
interests, under the same management and with the same officers. H e  developed 
the real-estate department of the business in a remarkable way, handling prop- 
erty 011 a mammoth scale, and so placing investnlents that splendid results were 
obtained for his clients and for the financial institution which he represented. 
In 1911 he was called to his present position as treasurer of both the Dime Sav- 
ings & Trust Co. and the Title 8r Trust Co. This position as treasurer of 
two of the largest institutions of their kind in the city is a recognition of his 
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ability as a most enterprising young financier. In  addition to his ability in finan- 
cial and real-estate operations, he has other prominent business connections, be- 
ing secretary and treasurer of the Jefferson Hotel Company, which erected the 
elega~it new Jefferson Hotel, one of the fine hostelries of the middle west. H e  
is president of the Western Coal Scales Company, president of the Peoria Dis- 
trict Colliery Company, vice president of the National Implement & Vehicle 
show, and also treasurer of the Peoria Livery Company and treasurer of the 
Peoria Wash Sand & Gravel Company. 

In 1895 Mr. RlcDowell was united in marriage to Miss Pearl A. Sholl of  
Peoria, a daughter of James M. Slioll. Mr. McDowell is president of the Creve 
coeur Club, the leading organization of this character in the city. H e  is also a 
member of tlie Country Club and the Illinois Valley Yacht Club. Of the Peoria 
i~ssociation of Commerce he is vice president and a director, and is in hearty 
sympathy with its various movements for the improvement and upbuilding of 
the city and the extension of its trade relations. H e  labors untiringly for any- 
thing that tends to promote Peoria's welfare and progress and his efforts have 
ljeen resultant factors for  good. He is actuated by a public-spirited devotion to 
Peoria that none questions and he brings to bear in his public work the same 
practical ideas and unabating energy that have brought to hini success in his 
business life nlaking h i n ~  to-day one of the foremost citize~is of central Illinois. 

FRANK P. IYYXE. 

In the death of Franli 1'. JYyne, Peoria lost one of her well linown citizens, 
for he had gained an extensive acquaintance not only through his later business 
connections \vith tlie city but also through the long years in which he occupied 
the position of station agent here. From the age of thirteen years he depended 
upon his own resources and his advancement was due to  his individual worth, 
ability and fidelity. H e  was born at !Macomb, XfcDonough county, Illinois, Feb- 
ruary I .  18j8. His father, Joseph E. Wyne, was a prominent citizen of Macomb, 
where for many years lie was successfully engaged in the hardware and lumber 
business. He always took an active interest in public affairs and filled a number 
of offices, serving as mayor of his town and also as circuit clerk of the county. 
I-Ie was at one time postmaster of Rlacomb and was actively and helpfully inter- 
ested in everything that pertained to the welfare of his community. Kentucky 
numbered him among her native sons and in 1832 he removed from Princeton, 
that state, to Illinois. Strongly opposed to tlie teachings of Joseph Smith, he 
was one of those who arose against the Mormons and succeeded in expelling 
them from Sauvoo. IIe had a personal acquaintance with Abraham Lincoln, 
of whom he was a great friend and admirer, and the assistance which he rendered 
to the great eniancipator in his campaign for the presidency was afterward recog- 
nized by 1,incoln in his appointment of Mr. Wyne to the position of postmaster. 
During the campaign he was one of the men that drove through his part of the 
country with I,incoln, laboring untiringly for the success of republican principles. 

Frank P. llryne was reared in the place of his birth and there attended the 
public schools until thirteen years of age, when he became a messenger for the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. While serving in that capacity he applied 
himself to the mastery of the Morse code and on the 3d of June, 1873, was made 
a telegraph operator on the Burlington road. During the succeeding six years 
he filled various positions as operator in the service of the company. In  that 
capacity lie came to Peoria in 1879. Prompted by laudable ambition, he sought 
the position of ticket agent a t  the Union depot here. The superintendent advised 
him that he was too young for the place, but he was too determined in his pur- 
pose to accept a refusal and recluested to be given a three months' trial. This was 
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finally granted and, his work proving entirely efficient and satisfactory, he was 
retained for  fifteen years. On the expiration of that period he went to Chicago 
and became traveling passenger agent for the territory east of that city, covering 
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York, remaining in that capacity until 
the 3d of June, 1903, when he withdrew from active railroad interests, this being 
exactly thirty-three years from the time that he entered the service. Purchasing 
a hotel at Galion, Ohio, he conducted it for six years but at the end of that time 
disposed of his interests there in order to return to Peoria. In  this city he 
became associated with C. D. Wilkins in the Illinois Pump & Erass Conlpany, 
which was incorporated on the 1st of January, 1909, and which has had a con- 
tinuously prosperous existence from its establishment. Employment is now given 
to fifteen men in the foundry and the business is growing in a gratifying manner, 
Mr. Wyne remained an active factor in its conduct until his death, which occurred 
January 3, 1912. 

On the 25th of October, 1886, Mr. Wyne was united in marriage to Miss Anna 
C. Thurlow, a daughter of James Thurlow, who for many years was a leading 
photographer of Peoria. Two children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. \Yyne: 
Jeannette, who was born in April, 1889, and is a high-school graduate ; and Frank 
Thurlow, who was born in September, 1891, and is now in the employ of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. The family residence is located at No. 
407 Laveille street. 

Fraternally Mr. Wyne was affiliated with Temple Lodge, F. & A. $&I., and 
with the Knights of Pythias. H e  had many friends in those organizations and 
enjoyed the high regard of those with whom he came in contact in other connec- 
tions. He certainly made a most creditable record in the railroad service. Recog- 
nizing his own capacities and powers, he "made good" in the position which 
he sought and his labors were a source of gratification and satisfaction to the 
corporatiofis which he represented. H e  was always a courteous and ol~liging 
official, considerate of the interests of the patrons of the road and equally loyal 
to  those who employed him. He had attractive social qualities and wherever he 
went gained friendship and high regard. 

William Andrew Hervey, a farmer and capitalist residing near Dunlap, is 
well known throughout Peoria county. He was born in Ohio county, Virginia, 
&!lay 7, 1848, the son of David G. and Jane (Yates) Hervey. The father, n 
native of Ohio, came to Peoria county in the fall of 1849 and in the following 
spring located on a farm of two hundred acres, a part of which is now one of 
the additions of Dunlap. H e  resided on his farm until his death, October 27, 
1889. H e  died a t  the age of eighty-two years and two days. H e  was a quiet, 
retiring man and always shunned public life. He was much interested in church 
work and was a charter member of the Prospect Presbyterian church of Dun- 
lap, of which he was an elder until the time of his death. The mother, Jane 
(Yates) Hervey, was a native of Virginia and belonged to an old Virginian 
family that was of Scotch-Irish Protestant descent. She died in June, 1853, at 
the age of forty-nine years. In  their family were seven children: Thomas Y., 
of Chenoa, McLean county; Margaret Isabelle, the widow of John Morrow, 
of Chenoa; Mary Jane, the widow of William T. Brown, of Chenoa; Martha 
E., deceased; Sarah A., who is the wife of Rev. George Dunlap, of i'vaterman, 
Illinois; William Andrew; and David H., of Dunlap. 

William A. Hervey was educated in the common schools of Radnor town- 
ship. H e  has resided on the farm where he now lives ever since he was one 
and one-half years of age and when he was thirty-one years old became the 
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owner of otlerhalf the homestead, which he has always farmed. H e  has been 
financially and now owns a half-interest in a three-quarter section 

of rice land in Louisiana and also a fifth interest in another tract of eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven acres of rice land in the same state, and he spends a 
great deal of his time each year in looking after these interests. I n  the early 
years of his life he engaged principally in raising stock here but later has given 
his attention to general farming. He also has interests in the Interstate Bank 6. 
Trust Company of Peoria. 

On the 26th of September, 1878, at Dunlap, Mr. Hervey married Miss Alice 
M. Hildebrand, who died in 1892. Of  this marriage were born two children, 
one of whom died in infancy. The other, Ruby G., now twenty years of age, 
is teaching school. On the 4th of September, 1894, Mr. Hervey was again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Miss Lulu M. Adkinson, the daughter of John 
D. ar.d Maria J. Adkinson, of Dunlap. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Hervey has been 
born one daughter, Wilma Fern, aged fifteen years, who is attending high 
school. 

In early life Mr. Hervey was a republican in politics, afterward an independ- 
ent and now for many years has given his support to the prohibition party, be- 
ing of recent years a strong ally of the Anti-Saloon League. H e  has never cared 
for public office or  accepted any but that of school trustee, in which capacity 
he is now serving, having always been greatly interested in the cause of educa- 
tion. A member of the Prospect Presbyterian church, he has been for over 
thirty years an elder in the same and also served for many years as  a trustee. 
He is also a member of the Grange. Mr. Hervey belongs to one of the pioneer 
families of Peoria county and has lived on his present farm since he was one 
and one-half years of age-a period of over sixty-two years. H e  is a prominent 
man in the business and social world of this community where almost his entire 
life has been passed and has here a large circle of friends, the stanchest of 
whom are those who have known him the longest. 

I CHrlRJAES RODECKER. 

1 Charles Rodecker, whose energy and enterprise have enabled him to build 
up a good dairy business a t  2310 Perry street, Peoria, was born at Springfield, 
this state, on the 21st of August, 1873. H e  is a son of Joseph Rodecker, who 
came to Peoria from Zanesville, Ohio, in 1832, and after several years' resi- 
dence here removed to Springfield. From there he went to Beardstown, Illinois, 
and subsequently lived for a time in St. Louis, removing from the latter city to 
Peoria, where he made his home thereafter. H e  was a contractor and con- 
tinued to be actively identified with this occupation until age compelled his re- 
tirement. 

The only child of his parents Charles Rodecker always lived a t  home. 111 

the acquirement of his education he attended the public schools in the various 
places in which his family resided, terminating his student days upon his gradu- 
ation from the old Greeley school of Peoria. At the age of eighteen years he 
apprenticed himself to the machinist's trade in the shop of the Hart,  Grain & 
Wergher Company, remaining in the service of that firm for ten years. H e  
left their employ at the expiration of that time to take a place with the Colean 
Manufacturing Company and was identified with them until they went out of 
business in I*. For a brief period thereafter he worked for the Herschel 
manufacturing Company, and then resigned his position to engage in business 
for himself. H e  openqd his dairy business in 1906, beginning in a small way, 
but as he conducts his establishment in an intelligent manner, conforming to the 
highest sanitary regulations governing the traffic in dairy products, he has suc- 
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ceeded in building up a good trade. He is now enjoying a very g ~ o d  patronage, 
numbering among his customers many of the city's best citizens. 

On the agd of February, 1898, Mr. Rodecker was married to Miss Anile 
Meyers, a daughter of Benjamin Meyers, a blacksmith of Peoria, but a native 
of Germany whence he emigrated to the United States in 1860. He was reared 
and educated in the fatherland and there he also learned the trade that he fol- 
lowed with excellent success in this city for many years. Mr. and Mrs. Ro- 
decker have two children, a daughter and a son, Mabel, who is thirteen, and 
Charles, who is looking forward to the eleventh anniversary of his birth. Tile 
family reside in the old Rodecker homestead. In the conduct of his b~~siiles~ 
Mr. Rodecker is meeting with such prosperity as is the reward of the man of 
industrious habits, who directs his transactions in accordance with high stand- 
ards of commercial integrity. 

Afartin Kingman was born in Deer Creek township, Tazewell county, Illinois, 
on April I, 1844, and came of a family tracing its ancestry back to Henry and 
Joanna Kingnlan, who, on leaving the ancestral home in England, sailed for 
America, arriving at \Veymouth, 14assaclzusetts colony, in May, 1632. There 
Henry Kingman operated a ferry across 'GVeymouth bay, not far from Boston. 
IIis children continued to reside in Massacl~usetts, and settled in North Bridge- 
water, where the grandfather of Martin Kingman was born. I-Ie afterward be- 
came a resident of Pelham, that state. Abel Kingman, the father of Martin 
Kinginan, was born in Pelham, on what is known at Pelhaiz~ Hills, just east of 
~ ~ m h e r s t ,  hIassachusetts. I-Ie left there, to become a resident of Illinois, in 1834, 
at which time he settled in Tazewell county. In 1835 he wedded Mary Anti 
TJingham, a lady of French-English descent, and a native of Norfolk. T'irginia. 
They became parents of five sons: Charles, the eldest. ~vlzo died in California 
in 1896; Cyrus, the next born, who died in Herington, Kansas, in 1907; Henry, 
the third, a prominent farmer and merchant at Delavan, Kansas ; and -411e1, the 
youngest, who died when a child. hIar.tin I<ingman, the fourth son. was but 
tliree years of age when his father was drowned while crossing the ATackina~v 
river, in Tazewell county. The family was left in somewhat straightened finan- 
cial circumstances so that the educational opportunities of the soi~s were neces- 
sarily limited. However, on leaving the district school, at the age of twelve 
years, Martin ICingman spent two years as a pupil in the old Tazewell county 
courthouse in Treinont, then occupied as an academy. I-Ie later spent two years 
as a student in the Washington academy, in \Vashington, Tazewell county, but it 
was his personal labor that provided the funds for his education. 

While attending the Washington academy he became a cadet in the Washing- 
ton Zouaves, and thus acquainted himself with military tactics-an experience 
that was of much value to him at a later date, when he went to the front in the 
Civil war. At the outbreak of hostilities he was engaged in teachitlg a scl.1001 in 
his home district in Deer Creek township, Tazewell county. He watched with 
keenest interest the development of events in the south. His brother, Cyrus, 
had enlisted early in the year 1861, and this, combined with his natural patriotistn, 
led him to keep in close touch with all that marked the advance of the struggle be- 
tween the contending armies. He  would often ride ten miles to Waslzingtou. 
after closing his school in the afternoon, to learn news from the seat of war. 
Then came the year 1862 and the call for three hundred thousand troops. HC 
could no longer content himself to remain at his desk, and when a meeting was 
held at the home church, he was the first to enroll his name as a volunteer. 
Thirty-eight boys of the neighborhood joined him, leading to the organization of 



MARTIN liING&IL4N 





HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 459 

Conlpany G, Eighty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. Although but eighteer, 
years of age, he was elected second lieutenant of his company, being the youngest 
officer in the second division of the Fourteenth Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 
For so young an officer, he was singularly honored with responsibility, and seems 
to have won, to an unusual degree, the confidence and friendship of those with 

he was associated. During the first year and a half he remained with his 
,ompanY, which he commanded, very often, for weeks a t  a time. H e  was then 
detailed to command a company in the Eighty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
nrlli~l~ had been captured and exchanged, but without its officers. For the last 
year and a half of his service, he was on the staff of Colonel Daniel RiIcCook, 
t]le youngest of the various members of the nl1cCook family, and at the death of 
Colonel hIcCooli, was on the staff of Colonel Langley, who commanded the 
brigade. and, in that capacity, had charge of the ambulance corps and medical 
stores of the Third brigade, Second Division, Fourteenth Corps. In this posi- 
tion l l r .  Iiingmatl became accluainted with nearly all the general officers belong- 
i11g to the Fourteenth Corps, as well as those of the ,Armies of the Cumberland. 
Tennessee, and Ohio ; the Army of the Cumberland being comnlanded by General 
George I-I. Thomas. Mr. Kingman retained the ranli of second lieutenant until 
the day of illusteri~lg out, at Washington, D. C., June 6, 1865. when Ile was 
l~ron~oted to be first lieutenant, and was honorably discharged from the army 
jvith that rank. 

l l r .  I<ingman. wit11 other comrades, had charge of the reunion of the Eighty- 
sixth Regiment. helcl in J'eoria August 27, 1865. this being the third anniversary 
of the day in which it was mustered into the United States service, and was 
active in the nlanageinent of many reunions held in later years. 

In the fall of 1865, Mr. Kingnlan came to Peoria to live, and accepted a 
position as a salesillan with the flour milling firm of Clark. Haillla & Company. 
with whom he remained a short time. In the spring of 1866 he entered into 
~~artncrship. in the retail grocery business. with Henry Clauson, and they opened 
ii store at the head of Gridge street, under the name of Kingnlan c9s Clauson, 
but after three months sold out a t  a handsome profit. 

Xlr. Kingman then entered the employ of D. J. Calligan, then in the whole- 
sale boot and shoe business, as a traveling salesman. H e  remained with Mr. 
Calligan until January I,  1867, when he entered into partnership with Colun~bus 
Dunhan~, in the retail ilnpleinent business, under the naine of Icingman & Dun- 
ham. Three years later, hIr. Dunham, on account of ill health, was obliged to 
retire, and his interest was bougl~t by Walter B. Hotchkiss and Charles T. Hurd, 
and the firill hecame Jiingman, Hotchliiss Sr Co. T l~ev  later retired, and in 1873 
the firm name I~ecame Kingman Sr Company, Mr. C. :I. Jamison having become 
a partner. In 1875. Mr. G. H. Schilnpff became a partner. In 1882, Kingman 
S: Companv was changed from a partnership to a corporation, under the laws 
of the state of Illinois, and the business continued under that name until 1910, 
when it hecame the I<ingman Plow Company, changing, in the meantime, froin 
a retail to a nrl~olesale business, and from a wholesale to a manufacturing business. 

In 1879, Mr. Kingman, with B. F. Blossom and F. E. Leonard, organized the 
l~ank of Kingman, Elossom & Company, which in 1885 became the Central Na- 
tional Eank, and has since continued under that name, and has been very stlc- 
cessful. 

In 1879, hlr.  ICinginan and others organized the Jenney Electric Light & 
Power Company, which afterwards became the Peoria General Electric Com- 
pany. now the Peoria Gas Pr Electric Company. 

I11 1882, Mr. Kingman was one of the organizers of the Peoria Hotel Com- 
pany, after\vard succeeded by the National Hotel Company, and whose property 
was for many years the leading hotel of the city. 

In 1888, Mr. Kingman, with E. C. Heidrich. Rlr. Jamison, and Mr. Schimpti. 
organized the Peoria Cordage Company, which has been a successful concern 
since its organization. 
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In 1890, Mr. Kingman, with A. S. Oakford and others, organized the Peoria 
Savings Loan & Trust Company, which afterward became the Bank of Illinois, 
and later the Illinois National Bank, and has since continued under that name, 
and has likewise been very successful. 

I n  1898, when war was declared against Spain, Mr. Kingman, greatly ill- 
terested in the situation, with Colonel Isaac Taylor, solicited Governor Tanner 
for permission to raise a regiment of infantry, and Colonel Taylor and Mr. 
Kingman organized a regiment, mustering one thousand seventy-five men, and 
known as  the Peoria Provisional Regiment. Mr. Kingman was elected lieuten- 
ant colonel, and for three months gave a considerable portion of his time to the 
organization of said regiment. 

Mr. Kingman became a member of the Illinois Comtnandery of the Loyal 
Legion, composed of officers of the civil war, and remained a member until his 
death. 

He was a member of Eryner Post, No. 67, of Peoria, Grand Army of the 
Republic, for many years, and remained a member until his death. 

Mr. Icingman was married at Peoria, on May 21, 1867, to Miss Eilleline T. 
Shelly, who survives him. They became parents of five children, of whom three 
are living: Louis S., president of the Kingman Plow Company; LValter E., 
treasurer of the Kingman Plow Company; and Mabel Dunham, who is the ~vife 
of William C. McClure, and mother of one child, Virginia Emily YIcClut-e. Two 
sons, Martin and Arthur, died in infancy. 

In 1877 Mr. Kingman was appointed on the board of cornmissioners of the 
Illinois and Michigan canal by Governor Shelby 31. Cullom, and continued in 
that position until 1883. Mr. Kingman was, at the time of the erection of the 
Peoria county courthouse, in 1874-1876, one of the committee, of the board of 
supervisors, having in charge the building of the courthouse. 

Mr. Kingman, soon after coming to Peoria, became a member of the First 
Congregational church, and for many years was a trustee, being active in the 
financing and building of the church building, during the years from 1875 to 
1883. 

Mr. Kingman was for many years a member of the Union League Club of 
Chicago, and also of the Peoria Eoard of Trade, remaining so until his death. 

Mr. Kingman's health began to fail in 1900, but, notwithstanding this, he re- 
tained an active position in his business affairs, but many years of ceaseless at- 
tention to  business, as well as much time given to outside matters of a public- 
spirited nature, had undermined his strength. Notwithstanding this, he n.as re- 
luctant to let his duties pass into other hands, and retained an active part in his 
business until within a few weeks of his death, which came on December 19, 19o.l. 

C'E-IRISTIAN STRXESSER. 

Christian Straesser, who has been engaged in the 'comn~ission business in 
Peoria for the past nine years and is meeting with more than average success, 
is a native of this county, his birth having occurred on his father's farm in 
Limestone township on the 5th of June, 1849. H e  is a son of Johannas Christian 
Straesser, who came to Peoria county from Pennsylvania during the pioneer 
days and engaged in farming. 

The son of farming people of moderate circumstances, Christian Straesser 
was reared in the country in a manner very similar to other lads of the pioneer 
period in Illinois. In the acquirement of his education he attended the district 
schools of Limestone township, and while engaged in the mastery of the ele- 
mentary branches of English learning he also assisted his father in tilling the 
fields and harvesting the crops. Under the capable supervision and direction of 
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his father he early became familiar with the practical methods of agriculture 
and at the age of nineteen with his brother undertook the management of the 
home farm. During the succeeding thirty-five years his entire time and atten- 
tion was given to agricultural pursuits, but in 1903 he withdrew from the active 
work of the fields and coming to Peoria engaged in the commission business. 
~l though he was not familiar with commercial methods, Mr. Straesser is a good 
business man with practical ideas and sound judgment and has succeeded in 
building up a very good trade. He has a nice patronage, that is constantly 
increasing, and is the owner of a well established, thriving business, which is 
netting him lucrative returns. 

In 1871, Mr. Straesser was united in marriage to l l iss  Emma A. Powell, of 
Peoria, a daughter of M. M. Powell, who was formerly engaged in farming and 
for many years served as county coroner. Three children have been born to 
JJr. and Mrs. Straesser, as  follows: Clarence IV., who is married and engaged 
in business with his father; Ethline May, who is living at home; and Edna B., 
who died at the age of eleven years. The family residence is located at 220 
North Institute street, where Mr. Straesser has erected a very pleasant and com- 
fortable house, that is thoroughly modern in all of its appointments. His busi- 
ness is located at I13 South 14rashington street. During the period of his con- 
nection with the commercial interests of the city. Mr. Straesser has become 
recognized as a man of sterling integrity and wort11 among both his patrons and 
competitors and enjoys the respect of all with who111 lie has dealings. 

L I S C O L S  1:. JACKSOX. 

Lincoln E. Jaclison, postmaster of Dunlap, is a native resident of Radnor 
to~vnsl~ip, born January IS, 1864. I-iis father, John Jaclcson, a native of Yorli- 
shire, England, came to America in 1818, when eleven years of age, with his 
parents who settled in Delaware on the present site of the city of \I'ilmington. 
In 1837 John Jackson removed to Illinois and two years later located in Radnor 
township, near Dunlap, where he took up a tract of timber land. He farmed there 
until a few years before his death, when he retired from active life and built a 
home in Dunlap. He passed away in this town, May 5, 1894, at the age of eiglity- 
six. The mother, Elizabeth (Jordan) Jackson, was a native of Lincolnshire, 
England, and came to America about 1850. She died in 1-junlap, January 27, 
1898, at the age of seventy-seven. In the family of John and Elizabeth (Jor- 
dan) Jackson were six cl~ildren: Lavinia P., who is the wife of AIoses Harlan, of 
Dunlap; Carrie JI., who is the widow of Henry Sliaw, of Dunlal~; Isadore E., 
now Mrs. Charles \V. \Vigginton, of Macedonia, Iowa; John R., a farmer ncar 
Thayer, 'Iowa ; Mary, who died at the age of three years ; and Lincoln 13. 

The last named received his early education in the public schools of Dunlap 
and was a student for two winters at an academy here. After putting aside his 
text-books he started out in life for himself by renting a farm, on which he 
follo\ved general agricultural pursuits. Soon afterward lie engaged in the 
hardware and grain business in Dunlap, where he remained until 1900. In 
1 9 2 ,  under Postmaster-General Charles Emory Smith, he was made postn~aster 
of Dunlap, which position he has since held. After his appointment as postmaster 
he purchased of G. L. Dunlap a stationery establishment, which he has since 
conducted in connection with kis other work. On October I, 1911, he formed a 
partnership with J. H. Shehan in a grain and stock business, under the firm 
name of Jackson & Shehan, and they are now carrying on an extensive business. 
Mr. Jackson also has some interests in farm property in this township. 

On December 22, 1886, in Marshall county, R'Iissouri, h4r. Jackson married 
Miss Isabella D. Wood, a daughter of John Wood, of Niles, Illinois. In his 
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political views Mr. Jackson is a republican but he has never taken an active part 
in political work, preferring to give all his attention to his business interests, 
Fraternally he is identified with the Masons and with the Odd Fellows. Having 
always made his home in Radnor township. .Mr. Jackson is widely known and he 
has an extensive circle of friends who hold him in the highest regard. He is an 
active member of the Methodist Episcopal church in Dunlap and has been steward 
of the same for  many years. 

NICHOLAS SCHAUC. 

Xicholas Schaub, who was born it1 Rosefield township, on section 12, where 
11e now resides, is one of the good substantial farmers of Peoria county. I-Ie is 
the son of John and Catherine (Klug) Schaub, the father born in France and the 
mother in Germany. The parents came to America in 1537, settling in New 
Orleans, and in 1849 removed to Rosefield township, Illinois, where the father 
died hIarc11 7, 1577, and the mother, August 18, 1902. In their fanlily were 
five children, of whom Nicholas, of this review, was the youngest. 

Nicholas Schaub was reared and educated in Rosefield township and has 
continued to reside on his home place. H e  owns two hundred and ninety-seven 
acres of highly improved land and engages in raising grain and live stocl;, making 
a specialty of horses, cattle and Poland China hogs. 

On the 27th of April, 1897, Mr. Schaub was united in marriage to tli\!Liss 
Sophia R1. Violet, who is a daughter of Joseph and Elnineline (Auther) Violet. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Schaub have been born seven children: Joseph C., on February 
19, 1898; Theresa M., March 10, 1899 ; Catherine A., Marc11 16, I F ;  Varona 
ri., born April 30, 1901 ; Frederick T., born December 10, 1902; Edward N., 
born June 20, 1905 ; and Vincent V., born October 11, 1906. 

In politics Mr. Schauh is independent and he has served as townsl~ip super- 
visor for  eight years. Fraternally he is identified with the tR40dern Woodmen 
of America and he and his family are members of the Catholic church. He 
is much interested in educational advancelllent and has been school director for 
twenty-one years. He is well known and has many friends throughout the entire 
community in which he was born and has spent many years of his life, and, being 
greatly interested in its general welfare, he talces an active part in all measures 
of reform and progress. 

JEFFERSON J. GREEKE. 

A complete history of Peoria county demands that mention be made of Jef- 
ferson J. Greene, now eighty-two years of age-a self-made man, whose well 
spent life commends him to the honor and regard of all, and whose record is in- 
deed worthy of emulation. H e  started out in life empty-handed, and working 
as a farm laborer, made his initial start in the business world. Eventually he 
became a wealthy farmer and real-estate dealer, and he still gives personal at- 
tention to  his business affairs and investments, although he has long since passed 
the age when most men would have put aside business cares to enjoy that rest 
which is the fitting reward of earnest labor. 

Mr. Greene was born in Rensselaer county, New York, July 12, 1830, his 
parents being Samuel and Mary (Rose) Greene, the former a son of Longford 
Greene. All were natives of the Empire state, in which Jefferson J. Greene 
remained during the period of his boyhood and youth. H e  mastered the les- 
sons taught in the district schools, and at the age of seventeen put aside his text- 
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books that he might earn his own living, securing enlploynlent as a farm hand. 
He worked in that way for three years, carefully saving his earnings, and when 
he came to Peoria in 1854-fifty-eight years ago-he rented a farm and thus 
started out upon an independent career. His cultivation of that tract brought 
him added capital and he then purchased a farm situated on section 30 in Hal- 
lock township, upon which he made his home until 1886. Within that period 
he converted the land into fertile and productive fields and added many sub- 
stantial and modern improvements to the place, making it one of the fine farill 
properties of the district. In that year he withdrew from active connection with 

interests and turned his attention to dealing in grain and real estate. 
In these occupations he too was very successful, and in later years he has devoted 
his attention entirely to handling property and to building operations. H e  is 
seldon~ if ever at fault in matters of business judgment, and his keen insight is 
lnanifest in the splendid success which has attended his labors. H e  has ac- 
cumulated over fifty thousand acres of land throughout the United States, hav- 
ing over twenty-eight thousand acres in Texas and other tracts in Washington, 
Colorado, Missouri, Florida, Kansas and Illinois. H e  has erected many houses 
in Peoria which he sells on the installment plan, and he is the owner of valuable 
real estate in Berm-yn, one of the attractive suburbs of Chicago. .H i s  business 
ability and enterprise have thus found tangible representation in his realty hold- 
ings. He is indeed a self-made man and deserves all the praise that term implies. 
While now eighty-two years of age he is still actively engaged in the real-estate 
business, and is one of the best known, wealthiest and most prominent residents 
of Peoria. I-Ie certainly deserves great credit for what he has accomplished and 
his prosperity is indeed well merited because it has been honorably won. 

On the 3d of July, 1855, Mr. Greene was married in Chillicothe, to Miss 
Mary Nelson, a daughter of Osmond and Sarah Nelson. JSrs. Greene was born 
January IS, 1839, in Radnor township, and died July 27, 1887. There were 
four children of that marriage. Abbie L., born December 27, 1857, was the 
wife of Ephraim Clark but is now deceased. She had five children of whom 
three are living, as follows : Harry 0. Clark of Pasadena, California ; and Abigal 
May and Thomas Oliver, both of Peoria. Rose R.. born June 22, 1860, be- 
came the wife of George Overen and passed away RIay I,  1880, leaving two 
daughters, Mrs. A. M. Santee and Mrs. Rose Calder. Hattie, born November 
17, 1862, married RI. C. Stine and died October 30, 1897, leaving two children, 
Clarence J. and Mary. Sarah >I., born January 6, 1865, is the wife of Lyman 
Seelye, and has a daughter, Josephine, w l ~ o  is the widow of Elliott Breese. 

Mr. Greene has two great-grandchildren, Forest Calder and Cora Elizabeth 
Clark. Having lost his first wife Mr. Greene was again married in 1888, his 
second union being with Miss Sarah J. Henthorn, a daughter of Nelson G. and 
Elizabeth C. (Moeller) Henthorn, of Lacon, Illinois, who were natives of Penn- 
sylvania and when quite young removed to Ohio where they were married. They 
became residents of Lacon, Marshall county, in 1835, and there the mother died 
November 2, 1887, and the father on February 22,  1890. 

Since the organization of the republican party Jefferson J. Greene has usually 
voted for its candidates at elections which involve national issues and questions, 
hut casts an independent local ballot. H e  has filled the offices of school director 
and school trustee, serving in those positions for  many years. The cause of 
education has ever found in him a warm friend, in fact, his influence is always 
given to the side of progress and improvement for the benefit of the individual 
and the coinmunity at large. H e  held membership with the Presbyterian church 
at Dunlap, but since coming to Peoria has attended the Union Congregational 
church. H e  has ever realized the responsibility and obligations of wealth and 
has been most generous with his means for  the aid of the worthy poor and for 
public projects. H e  gave a thousand dollars for  the erection of the Young 
Men's Christian Association building in Peoria, and he has aided many churches 
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and charitable projects in a most liberal manner. Measures and inovements for 
the upbuilding of the city have also received his indorsement and material as. 
sistance. His has indeed been a '  well spent life, and the most envious cannot 
grudge him success so honorably has it been won and so worthily used. 

JOSEPH BENEDICT GREENHUT. 

Peoria's most distinguished citizen in the con~n~ercial life of the city is Joseph 
Eenedict Greenhut, who has been associated with more enterprises that have 
contributed directly to the business activity and consequent prosperity of the city 
than any other one man. Moreover, his civic pride and his interest in the wel- 
fare and upbuilding of the city are manifest in his generous support of i>rojects 
for the public good while on various occasions he has been the donor of public 
buildings which are attractive architectural features and which provide a meet- 
ing place for some of the most commendable organizations. In a word Joseph 
Benedict Greenhut is a splendid specimen of American manhood and chivalry \1111o 
has recognized the responsibilities, obligations and opportunities of wealth and has 
again and again reached out a helping hand to the individual or to the community. 
A native of Austria, he was born at the military post of Teinitz, February 28, 

1843. H e  was only about four years of age when his father died and afterward 
his mother became the wife of Wolf Schaefer and became a resident of Chicago 
about 1852, at which time Joseph B. Greenhut was a lad of nine years. When 
thirteen years of age he began learning the tin and coppersmith's trade and in 
that capacity worked for different firms in St. Louis. H e  afterward started 
south, going to Mobile, Alabama, where he remained for two years. He canle 
north in March and on April 17, in response to President Lincoln's first call 
for troops to aid in the preservation of the Union, he enlisted as a private oi 
the Twelfth Illinois Infantry, the first Chicago regiment to respond to the call 
to arms. Mr. Greenhut was the second to enlist from the city of  Chicago. 
Within two months he was promoted to the rank of sergeant with which he 
served until seriously wounded in the arm at the battle of Fort Donelson. He 
was then granted a leave of absence, spending six months at home, and then 
when his wound had healed he recruited a company of infantry of which he 
was elected captain. The command was assigned to the Eighty-Second Illinois 
Regiment and subsequently he was made chief of staff of the brigade. He 
served in some of the most important battles of he Civil war, continuing in 
active duty until 1864, when his health failed and he was allowed to resign. 

Upon his recovery Mr. Greenhut devoted hin~self to mechanical pursuits 
in Chicago, during which period among other inventions he invented 
and patented the twine binder which was used in the McCorinick 
reaping machine, and subsequently started in the distilling business 
from which he has since realized a magnificent fortune and which 
has made him so well known throughout the United States and also in 
other countries. I-Iis business ability and sterling qualities being recognized, he 
has not found it diffict~lt to secure the assistance and cooperation of capable 
business men in the establishment and development of business projects, many 
of which he has handled with masterly skill. In 1887 he managed to bring all 
distilleries of the United States together into the Distillers & Cattle Feeding 
Company of which he became president and so continued until 1895, when on 
account of differences between the eastern and western stockholders he with- 
drew from the company. H e  was equally prominent in the organization of the 
glucose companies of the United States when the interests of such houses were 
consolidated. Mr. Greenhut possesses notable powers of management and con- 
trol with marked ability to coordinate interests and to combine seemingly diverse 
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factions into a harmonious whole. I t  is said that difficulties vanish before him ,, mist before the morning sun. H e  possesses the powers of a tactician and a 
diplonlat in handling men and business situations and influencing men to his 
way of thinking. 

~t can be said of Mr. Greenhut more than of any other one man that he has 
Peoria commercially, for he has been connected with practically every 

business movement and enterprise of importance here. H e  was one of  the 
officers and directors of the old Central Railway Company, now the Peoria Rail- 
road Company, also of the Commercial German-American National Bank, the 
3terchants National Bank and the National Eank of the Republic of Chicago. 
He is likewise the president of the National Cooperage & Woodenware Company 
of Peoria, controlling one of the largest enterprises of this character in the 
United States. He was also interested for years in the Siegel-Cooper Company 

-\Ten1 York, his son, E. J. Greenhut, being his representative in that company, 
the father acting as president and the son as secretary and treasurer. Gecause 
of his extensive holdings in this vast mercantile enterprise the name has been 
changed to the Greenhut-Siege1 Cooper Company, of which Mr. Greenhut re- 
mains as the president. Their Sixth avenue establishn~ents in i\'e~v York are 
the largest department stores in the metropolis. In this project 110th of his 
sons are deeply interested and very active and seem to possess much of the busi- 
ness ability and enterprising spirit of the father. 

On the 24th of October. 1866, Mr. Greenhut was united in marriage to 13iss 
Clara IVolfner. of Chicago. and they have for forty-five years traveled life's 
journey happily together, the interests of one being also the interests of the 
other. l'hey became the parents of a daughter, Fannie I-. and two sons. Gene- 
dict J., anrl Nelson IIT. The elder son is married. Mr. Greenhut now maintains 
his residence in New York during the greater part of the year. His country 
home at West End, Xew Jersey, IS one of the most palatial on the coast. I t  
was built for John 11. RIcCall, then president of the S e w  Yorl; Life Insul-ance 
Company and hIr. Greenhut bought it when Mr. McCall sought a buyer several 
years ago. However, he also maintains his home in Peoria, having a fine resi- 
dence on High street. To this the family all return for the Christmas holidays 
when all of the Greenhuts and their relatives celebrate an "at home." Mr. 
Greenhut says it is worth everything to keep the house open the year around 
for this home-coming. Both he and his wife are greatly interested in charitable 
and benevolent work. Mrs. Greenhut is lady of most charming manner, tact- 
ful and thoughtful, and has the faculty of putting her guests at ease in her pres- 
ence. Her gifts to the poor of Peoria amount to thousands of dollars annually. 
Her quick consideration, her deep interest and her earnest sympathy enable her 
to readily understand the needs of the poor and they also co~lstitute features 
in her social success. She is the vice president of the Peoria Woman's Club 
and both Mr. and Mrs. Greenhut are prominently identified with the Xational 
Tewish charities. When President McKinley and his entire cabinet visited 
Peoria in 1899, they were the guests of the Greenhuts. Peoria is proud to claim 
Mr. Greenhut as one of her leading citizens, owing to the fact that he has done 
so much for  her advancement. He IS honored by all who know him for his gen- 
erosity, his ability as a man of business and his sterling, upright character. Of 
him many instances are related which are indicative of his views of life. I t  is 
said that he was entitled to a large pension for his military service yet he never 
claimed it. On one occasion when a business concern in which he was interested 
went to the wall because of the general depression in trade he paid up the cred- 
itors to the extent of his interest so that no man nor woman suffered. He aided 
materially in building the soldiers monument in Peoria county at a cost of forty 
thousand dollars which was dedicated by President RIcKinley October 12, 1899. 
He also recently gave the Greenhut ibfemorial Hall in Peoria county. costing 
twenty-five thousand dollars, to the Grand Army of the Republic. H e  has like- 
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wise made other spleildid gifts to the city, all of whicli indicate his generous 
spirit and his liberality. There is no sense of duty in all this, for his generosity 
is rather the outgrowing of a nature that reaches in helpful support to all man- 
kind and seeks to benefit where aid or encouragement are needed. 

CI-IXRLES TREFZGER. 

Charles Trefzger is the proprietor of Trefzger's Pure Goods Bakery, one of 
the best known and oldest establishments of the kind in Peoria, having, heen 
founded by his father over fifty years ago. His birth occurred in this clty on 
the 16th of February, 1860, his parents being Simon and Catherine (Scherr) 
Trefzger, natives of Germany. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Trefzger numbers 
twelve, eight sons and four daughters, our subject being the second in order of 
birth. 

In 1867, the parents of Charles Trefzger went to Eaden, Germany, on a 
visit, remaining there for four years. During that time he pursued his educa- 
tion in the schools of the fatherland but upon their return to Peoria in 1871, he 
resumed his studies in the public schools, which he continued to attend until he 
had attained the age of fourteen years. His text-books were then laid aside and 
he began his preparation for a comn~ercial career as an apprentice in his father's 
bakery. During the succeeding seven years he was einployed in each depart- 
ment of the business, mastering its every detail and qualifying himself for its 
future management. Upon attaining his majority he was made a partner in the 
enterprise, assuming more and more of the responsibility connected with its 
management until 1890, when he purchased his father's interest and has ever 
since been operating the establishment alone. The business was first founded in 
a small way as a retail bakery in 1860, but as the years have passed it has de- 
veloped until they now maintain both a retail and wholesale establishment. The 
wholesale department is located at 102 South Afonroe street, while the retaiI 
store is at the corner of Main and Rlonroe streets, having occupied this site for 
thirty-nine years. The development of the business has been marked by a steady, 
permanent growth from the time of its founding and is now one of the largest 
concerns of the kind in the city. The products of their factory are of a superior 
quality and are fully comnlensurate in every respect to the prices charged. It 
has been the policy of the firm to accord all patrons courteous and considerate 
treatment, and as a result the names of many of their customers have been on 
their books for a long period of years. Mr. Trefzger is an enterprising man of 
sound judgment and practical ideas and has always applied himself closely to 
his business, giving his personal supervision to every department, as did his 
father. They are both men of high standards and good principles, ~v l~ose  method 
of conducting their transactions always commends them to the support and con- 
fidence of all with whom they have dealings and as a result they have been re- 
warded with success. 

On the 11th of June. 1890, Mr. Trefzger was united in marriage to Miss 
Sophia Schiefeling of this city, who passed away in 1901. Three children were 
born to them, as follows : Marie, who is eighteen years of age ; Florence, who has 
passed the seventeenth anniversary of her birth; and Joseph, who has recently 
entered upon his sixteenth year. The family home is located at ~ o g  Ellis street. 
where Mr. Trefzger owns a very pleasant residence, which is presided over by 
his eldest daughter. 

Mr. Trefzger and his family are communicants of the Roman Catholic church, 
belonging to Sacred Heart parish of which the wife and mother was likewise 
a member. Politically he is a democrat, but the exacting demands of his ex- 
tensive personal interests have always precluded the possiblity of his participat- 
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and reared in New York, and on June 27, 1837, came to Illinois locating in 
Peoria county, where they entered government land and cleared and cultivated 
the same. At the time of their settlement here their nearest neighbors were 
more than a mile distant. They became owners of between three hundred and 
four hundred acres of excellent land in this county. In their family were six 
daughters and one son, but the son died in 1872 of lockjaw. The father passed 
away September 23, 1884, and the mother in December, 1898, at the advanced 
age of ninety years and three months. She was a member of the Baptist church. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clinch became parents of four children: Walter A., a sketch of 
whose life appears on another page of this volume; Charles Eugene, who died 
December 5, 1882, at the age of twenty-four years; Vilu Maude, who died No- 
vember g, 1893; and Sadie Blanche, who died March 14, 1896. 

Mr. Clincl~ of this review, passed away October 13, 1895, and his death was 
deeply deplored by a large circle of friends and acquaintances, for his long resi- 
dence here and his active life, both in his farming and banking interests, had 
made him a prominent man in both the business and social world. In politics 
he was a republican, and he served as county supervisor for eighteen co~lsecutive 
years and was holding that office at the time of his death. He was a member 
of the building committee during the erection of the present courthouse and was 
a helpful citizen of this county in various other ways. He was a member 
of the Wesleyan church in England, and his wife belonged to the Congregational 
church. In the broadest sense of the word he was a self-made man, for he started 
out in life empty-handed, and passed away as one of the most prosperous and 
good substantial men of his community. 

JOIHK CCCSACK. 

Prom~nent among the native residents of Rosefield township is John Cu- 
sack who is actively engaged in raising grain and live stock on his farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres. H e  was born December 6, 1858, and is the son of 
Patrick and Nora (Maloney) Cusack, both of whom were natives of Ireland. 
the father born in 1819 and the mother in 1827. Both parents came to Alnerica 
in 1850, locating in Pennsylvania, and were married in that state the follow- 
ing year. In 1853 they removed to Illinois, settling in Rosefield township where 
they resided the remainder of their lives, the father dying April 7, 1891, at the 
age of seventy-two and the mother on April 10, 1906, at the age of seventy- 
nine. They were the parents of twelve children of whom John Cusacli of this 
review is the third in order of birth. 

John Cusack, reared under the parental roof, remained at home until 1892 
when he purchased in Rosefield township one hundred and twenty acres of his 
present farm and began operating the same. In 1 9 5  he bought an adjoining 
forty acres so he now has in all one hundred and sixty acres in his farm. H e  
engages in raising grain and live stock, making a specialty of horses, cows and 
Poland-China hogs. 

On the 26th of October, 1892, John Cusack was united in marriage to Miss 
Ellen M. McIntyre, who is a daughter of Frank and Catherine (Burns) Mc- 
Intyre of Rosefield township. The parents are both natives of Ireland, the 
father born in County Donegal, September 16, 1828, and the mother in County 
Mayo, November 27, 1838. Both came to America in 1855, and on the 27th of 
February, 1862, were united in marriage. The father passed away in Rosefield 
township on the 24th of November. 1906, at the age of seventy-eight years, 
two months and seven days, the mother preceding him by almost a year, died 
December 22, 1905, at the age of sixty-seven years and twenty-five days. Iu 
their family were eight children of whom Mrs. Cusack is the eldest. Mrs. 
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cusack received her education in the common schools and the high scohoi of 
~lmwood. In the winter of 1881 she began teaching at the Hietter school and 
followed that profession for ten years. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Cusack have been 
born seven children: Nora, born July 28, 1893, who is a graduate of the public 
schools and is attending the Normal school, has been engaged in teaching for 
three terms arid is now the instructor in the primary department at Kingston 
hiines in Timber township; Frank, born December 24, 1894, was graduated 
from Edwards school September I ,  1910, and is now helping to operate the 
home farm; and Patrick, born August 5 ,  1896, James, born March 8, 1898, John 
l,orn February 15, 1900, Slary, born May 8, 1902, and Catherine, born Novem- 
ber 26, 1904, are all in school. 

In politics Mr. Cusack belongs to the Democratic party and he has served 
ill the capacity of tax collector for his township. He is greatly interested in 
and llas g i ~ e n  much time to the cause of education and is now efficiently per- 
forming the duties of school director. He is very prosperous both in his farm- 
ing and stock-raising, and is widely known throughout the township as a man 
who uses his influence for the general welfare and for the reform and pi-ogress 
of his community. l l r .  Cusack and his fanlily are inen~bers of the Catholic 
church. 

IV. D. CI-IXIII~ES TI-IRESHIE. 

\V. D. Charles Threshie is well known in the banl.;ing and business \vorld 
of l'eoria county as cashier of the Dunlap Eanli, as vice president and a di- 
rector of the State Trust Sr Savings Uanli of Peoria and as secretary and a di- 
rector in the Dunlap & Alta Telephone Company. He was born in -Avranclies, 
France, October 29, 1863, the son of David Scott and Eliza Gird (Martin) 
Threshie. The father was a native of I<dinburgh, Scotland, and was a lawyer 
and a writer to the Signet. H e  traveled extensively and his son, the subject of 
this sketch, was born during one of his visits to France. However, he spent 
the greater part of his life in Dumfries and on the island of Jersey, passing 
away at the latter place in 1879, at the age of eighty-two. The grandfather. 
Robert Threshie, was also a lawyer of Dumfries. The mother, Eliza Bird 
(Martin) Threshie, was the daughter of a judge in the East India Company. 
She died in 1896, at the age of sixty-three. In their family were six children, 
of whom the st~hject of this sketch is the youngest and is the only one in 
America. 

W. D. C. Threshie was educated in St. James' College+on the island of Jer- 
sey. 1,eaving school at the age of nineteen, he entered the army, receiving a 
co~llnlission as first lieutenant in the Welsh Regiment, with which he served 
for one year. In 1883 he came to America and located a t  Dunlap, where he 
worked on a farm until 1886, when he went to western Kansas and was there 
engaged in cattle ranching for nine years. Subsequently returning to Dun- 
lap, he purchased of William Wood in 1899 the banking establishment with 
which he has since been connected. In July, 1910, he took in as a partner H. 
Winchester. Mr. Threshie is extremely successful in the financial world and 
he is now also secretary and a director of the Dunlap & Alta Telephone Com- 
pany, of which he was one of the organizers in 1905. Also he is vice presi- 
dent and a director of the State Trust & Savings Bank of Peoria, and he also 
is interested in some farm lands in this section of the county. 

On the 20th of June, 1890, at Savoy, Illinois, Mr. Threshie married Miss 
Minnie Dunlap, the daughter of Burleigh Dunlap, of this city, and a grand- 
daughter of Alva Dunlap, who was the founder of the town of Dunlap. To  
Mr. and Mrs. Threshie have been born two children: Marion, who was born 
July 28, 1894 ; and Robert D., born July 14, 1897. Politically Mr. Threshie is 
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an independent and he has served for several years as school trustee, always 
having been greatly interested in educational work. Fraternally he is identi- 
fied with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, is a member of the Masons, 
having attained the thirty-second degree in that order, and is also a member of 
Mohammed Shrine at Peoria. Mr. Threshie has hosts of personal friends in 
the business world and throughout Peoria county, and he is chairman of the board 
of trustees of Prospect Presbyterian church of Dunlap. H e  is fond of outdoor 
life as is shown by his membership in the Illinois Valley Yacht Club, and his 
yacht on the Illinois river affords his principal recreation. 

GEORGE 1;. SIhlMOSS.  I 
George F. Simmons, proprietor of the Troy Laundry of Peoria, is the head 

of one of the largest establishments of this kind in Illinois. H e  is an active 
figure in his business, interested in the details of its development and thor- 
oughly conversant with its different branches. Mr. Simmons is well ktlo\\rn 
and prominent in the laundry business, not only in his city, but thro~~ghout 
Illinois .as well, taking an active part in all conventions of the state associa- 
tions, and serving as president of the Laundrymen's National Association for 
one term. 

George F. Simmons was born at Baltimore, ?tIaryland, September 9, 1865, 
the son of David E. and Frances E. Simmons. Both of his parents were natives 
of New York state, the father was born at Oneida and the mother at Rome. 
David E. Simmons followed the occupation of marine engineer and for many 
years was well known on the Great Lakes. 111 1870, he removed to Oshkosh, 
and twelve years later retired from active life. 

George F. Simmons lived in Oshkosh and during the last years of his school 
life, spent his vacations learning the cigar-making trade, and immediately upon 
leaving school, secured emp'loyment in this line of activity. H e  gave up cigar- 
making to work as a steam fitter and plumber, in which employment he re- 
mained for three years. In  1881, the first steam laundry in Oshkosl~ was 
established and George Simmons immediately secured a position therein, and 
his work there gave an impetus and direction to his ambition. H e  left Oshkosh 
in 1883 to accept the position as manager of the Minnesota Steam Laundry 
of St. Paul, Minnesota, and held this position for three years, going from 

I 
there to the Duluth Steam Laundry of Duluth, Alfinnesota, for two years, then 
ciwned and operated- the Ashland Steam Laundry of Ashland, Wisconsin, for 
two years and next became connected with the Troy Laundry of Peoria, as its 
manager and held this position, with the exception of one year as assistant 
manager of the Grand Laundry Company in St. Louis. Then returning to 
Peoria, purchasing a quarter interest in the Troy Laundry and acted as its 
manager up to 1892, during this time, buying additional stock at different times. 
until he became sole owner of the corporation. Under his direction since' that 
time, the business has increased rapidly, new and efficient methods have been 
adapted, and nothing has been left undone to make this laundry one of the 
most progressive in the state. I n  1911, the business had increased to such an 
extent that it had entirely outgrown its quarters, and Mr. Simillons then built 
the immense modern laundry building at 917 to 923 Main street, where he is 
now doing business. The new structure made the Troy Laundry the largest 
establishment of its kind in the city. The equipment is absolutely new and 
modern, and the facilities for the finest laundry work are unparalleled. Mr. 
Simmons never loses an opportunity to make himself thoroughly conversant 
with new methods in his business, and he is well known in all conventions of 
the Laundrymen's Association. In  1895, he declined the chairmanship of the 
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lllinois state convention, and the following year was elected secretary of the 
body, holding that office for three years, until 1899, when he was elected presi- 
dent of the state association. At Cincinnati in 1898 he was elected first vice 
*resident of the Laundrymen's National Association, and was made national 
president at Buffalo, in 1900. 

George F. Simmons, while intensely interested in the development of the de- 
tails of his chosen occupation, does not allow it to engross his entire time. He 
takes an active part in local politics and is known as a public-spirited and enter- 
prising citizen of Peoria. H e  is consistently republican in his politics, and served 
three terms in the city douncil as alderman from the fourth ward. H e  was after- 
xvard appointed commissionef- of public works in Peoria, and left behind him a 
record unequaled in this city, for quick and efficient work. At the present time. 
he is looked upon as a promising inan in local politics, and his name is often men- 
tioned in connection with the office of mayor. He is a Knights Templar Mason, 
is in the Knights of Pythias and a member of the Modern Woodmen 
of America, in which he has held a national office. 

In October, 1888, George F. Siinmons married Miss Anna Rohl, of Duluth, 
Minnesota, and they have one child, George E. Simmons, eighteen years of age. 
Mr. Simmons' career is an example of the intelligent application of modern 
business principles to the management of a large and growing commercial enter- 
prise. I t  shows the results af a thorough knowledge of the details of the busi- 
ness, and an active personal supervision of its various branches. Mr. Simmons 
has always been intensely interested in his work, and this interest has had its 
reward in his growing prosperity and prominence. 

FRANK BAKER. 

1 Perhaps no prominent representative of railway interests in Peoria started 
in life along this line of activity at an earlier age than did Frank Baker, now 
general agent for the "Erie Despatch Erie Railroad" with offices in the Chamber 
of Comnlerce building on South Washington street. H e  was but eleven years 

I of age when he became a train boy and with the exception of a single year spent 
in the steamboat business on the Illinois river he has since been a representative 
of railway interests. His ambition, his energy and his trustworthiness constitute 
the secret of  his rise and his success. 

Mr. Baker was born in Henry, Marshall county, Illinois, August 7, 1853, 
and was but seven years of age when his father, who was a n~erchant tailor, 
removed to Peoria. H e  remained a t  home with his parents until eleven years 
of age and then accepted a position as train boy which was followed by a year's 

I service in the office of one of the Illinois river steamboats and the Peoria & 
I St. Louis Packet Company. On the 1st of August, 1872, at the age of eighteen 

he was appointed agent for the Great Western Despatch, at that time the leading 
fast freight line of the Erie railroad and on the 1st of April, 1897, he was 
promoted to his present position as general agent for the road at Peoria. H e  

I has reached this place of responsibility and prominence through loyalty to the in- 
terests of the corporation and through his energy as displayed in the conduct of 
the interests entrusted to his care. H e  is largely conversant with railway .in- 
terests and the multitudinous duties involved therein, and the years have de- 
veloped his executive ability and power of perception until he is today ready 
and alert in handling the intricate questions which come to him for solution. 

In 1872 Mr. Baker became a member of the Peoria Board of Trade and has 
since been prominent in this connection. H e  was elected its president, January 
9, 1899, and the Peoria Herald-Transcript in commenting upon the election, 
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said: "Mr. Baker is an old member of the board of trade and the honor is just 
and well merited, for there is no harder worker and no more popular man in the 
board trade building. This is the first time that any of the fast freight lines 
have been recognized and honored by the election of one of their I I U I I ~ I ) ~ ~  to 
this exalted and most notable position." 

Frank Baker is probably the best lcnown nlan in Peoria. One of his sons, 
Cloyd G. Baker has followed in his father's footsteps and is now general agent 
for  the "Erie Despatch Erie Railroad" in Portland, Oregon. I-Iis other son, 
Rieman, is sales manager for an  automobile company at Jackson, R4ichigan. 
Baker has served for one term as police and fire comtnissioner of I'eoria under 
3(ayor John Warner and as work house commissioner under ,1Iaj,or RT. F, 
Bryan. H e  is a prominent member of Peoria "-4jax" Council of the Royal 
.-\rcanum of which he is a past regent and secretary. He is now treasurer of 
the ICoyal League and is a past exalted ruler of the Peoria Lodge of Ellis. hlr, 
Baker is also active in the Transportation Club of Peoria and is a l~rominent 
rne~l~ber  of the Creve Coeur Club, well l i1lo~l1 socially in Peoria. H e  has many 
genial and admirable cjualities which have gained him a host of  friends and it 
is characteristic of him that he holds friendship inviolable. The same loyal spirit 
is manifest in his duties of citizenship and it was this element of fidelity that 
constituted one of the strong forces in bringing him to his present responsible 
connection with railway interests. 

Charles F. Oechsle, who is engaged in the boot and shoe business under the 
fir111 name of Charles F. Oechsle & Company a t  408 Main street, Peoria, is the 
proprietor of one of the leading and   no st exclusive shops of the kind in the 
city. L-le was born in this city on the 1st of January, 1865, and is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Oechsle, natives of bvurteinberg, Germany. The father; who 
was a cabinet-maker, enligrated to the United States in the early '40s, and located 
in Peoria, where for many years he successfully followed his trade. 

Nearly the entire life of Charles F. Oechsle has been passed in this city, in 
the graded and high schools of which he pursued his education until he had 
attained the age of fifteen years. Feeling that he had sufficient li~lowledge to 
begin his business career he entered the boot and shoe store of Johnston & Skin- 
ner in 1880, continuing to be identified with that shop for a year. A t  the end 
of that time they sent him to their other store a t  Wellington, Kansas, but four 
years later he returned to Peoria and took a positioil with Pettingill & Company, 
wholesale boot and shoe dealers and manufacturers. H e  remained in their ein- 
ploy for four  years also, severing his connection with them a t  the end of that 
time to take a position with the firill of Charles Qualman, retail dealers in boots 
and shoes. Four years later he resigned his position with them and entered the 
service of the firm of J. C. Wynd, with whom he was identified for about thir- 
teen years. In  1904, Mr. Oechsle became associated with Mr. Wynd in estab- 
lishing a shoe store at  408 Main street, this city, that they operated until 1908 
under the firm name of Wynd Ss Oechsle. In the latter year Mr. Wynd with- 
drew from the company and Mr. Oechsle has ever since been conducting the 
business alone. This was originally an exclusive ladies7 and children's shop, but 
in 1911 the business was enlarged by the addition of a men's department. Mr. 
Oechsle keeps a large and carefully assorted stock of shoes, the quality of which 
is fully commensurate with the price, while the policy he pursues in the con- 
duct of his enterprise is such as  to win him the confidence of all who accord him 
their patronage. H e  is meeting with success in the development of his business 
and is now well established, with a constantly increasing trade. T h e  personnel 
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of this establishment is exceptionally high, and Mr. Oechsle is very ably sup- 
ported in his sales department by the efficient services of Miss I \: ellie ICumwell. 

Peoria was the scene of the marriage of  Mr. Oechsle on the 19th of July, 
1902, to Miss Emma Howeler, a daughter of Frederick Howeler, one of the 
Dioneer residents of this city, who passed away in 1908. He was one of the 
first shoemaliers and dealers of the town, continuing to be identified with this 
business during the entire period of his active life. The development of Mr. 
Oechsle's business career has been marked by the orderly and permanent prog- 
ression characteristic of the efticiency and enterprise he has at all times evidenced 
in his undertakings. 

David Smith is a Peoria capitalist, whose real-estate holdings, the result of 
judicious investment, place him in his present comfortable financial position. 
His record stands as incontrovertible proof of the fact that sound business prin- 
ciples, co~llbined with unfaltering enterprise, intelligently directed, will win suc- 
cess. Illinois numbers him among her native sons, his entire life-and he is 
now in the seventy-sixth year of his age-having been passed in this state, while 
for a quarter of a century he has been a resident of Peoria. He was born in 
JlcLean county, December 31, 1836, his parents being John and Anna (Havens) 
Smith, the former born in Randolph county, North Carolina, December 11, 1804, 
and the latter in Newark, Ohio, April 13, 1808. They had a family of eight 
children. Dr. Lee Smith, the oldest.of the family, was the nestor of the IIc- 
Lean County Medical Association and practiced medicine in Eloomington, this 
state, for over fifty years, where he passed away still in the midst of an active 
career and in the harness in October, 1911, in his seventy-ninth year. Irene 
married S. H. Lewis and resides in Prescott, Wisconsin. Christina'is the wife 
of Adam Gray and also makes her home in Prescott. Jesse and David, the sub- 
ject of this sketch, are twins. Isaac died in 1869, at the age of twenty-six years. 
John and Mary both died in childhood. John Smith, the father, left his native 
state and came with his father, whose name uras David, and the family to Illi- 
nois, settling in JIcLean county in 1830. On March 30, 1831, he married Anna 
Havens, at I-Iavens Grove, in RIcLean county, and in the spring of 1832, they 
settled at the east side of Havens Grove, on which place in 1837 was located and 
platted the village of Hudson. In the public schools of this place David Smith, 
who was so named in 11011or of his grandfather, acquired his early education. 
More liberal opportunities, however, were accorded him as he advanced in years. 
He attended the Illinois Wesleyan University at Eloomington, with which he 
still retained his connection after his graduation and in 1887 was a trustee of the 
college. The Smith family acquired great prominence in Hudson. where the 
father remained until his death on the 27th of April, 1882. His wife survived 
him until 1896 and passed away in that year a t  Prescott, Wisconsin, but the 
family burying ground is in Hudson. 

David Smith came to Peoria in 1887 to take the position of manager of the 
central Illinois agency of the S e w  York Life Insurance Company, and in that 
connection gained enviable prominence and success. On the 18th of July, 1889, 
in Peoria, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Jennett Russell, a member 
of one of the oldest pioneer families of the state. The Russells have been in 
this country since 1630, in which year Rev. John Russell came to America, and 
settled in Cambridge, 4Massachusetts. His son John had been born three years 
earlier in 1627, in England, but came to this country with his parents. H e  grad- 
uated from Harvard College in 1643, and died December 10, 1692. The next in 
the line was Reverend Samuel Russell, born in Hadley, Massachusetts in 1660, and 
following in the footsteps of his father, he was graduated from Harvard in 
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1681. H e  settled in Branford, Connecticut, where he died in 1731, having been 
forty-four years in the ministry. H e  had the honor and distinction of being 
associated with nine other clergymen in the foundation of Yale College. His 
son was Colonel John Russell, born January 24, 1686. H e  was a graduate of 
the college which his father had helped to found, leaving Yale in 1707, in which 
year he married. H e  died in 1757. The fourth John Russell of  this line was 
born September 13, 1710. H e  was married in I732 to Mary Barker, and their 
second son, John Russell, was born October 11, 1736. H e  married Mary Linds- 
ley in 1762, and their eldest son, Rue1 Russell was born October 30, 1762, mar- 
ried Ann Barker and died in Monticello, New York, in November, 1815. His 
son, William Russell, eight of the line, was the first of the family to come to 
Peoria. H e  was born in Branford, Connecticut in 1797 on the 15th of Sep- 
tember, and came to this city in 1835, where he bought a farm on the West Bluff, 
about a mile west of the present site of the city hall. H e  went to Connecticut 
for  two years, but returned a t  the expiration of that time to Peoria, where he 
died. His wife was Miss Susan Black, whom he married September 15, 1840, 
and t l~ey were the parents of two children, John W. and Mary Jennett, the wife 
of the subject of this sketch. Mrs. Smith is justly proud of her long lineage, 
and in her character carries on the worthy traditions of her honorable ancestry. 
Her father, William Russell died March 18, 1864, leaving a large estate to his 
two children. Her brother John W. Russell, has been twice married, and has 
four children. His son, George Major Russell is at present engaged in the farm 
implement business at Garden Grove, Iowa. 

For many years prior to his retirement from active business life, David 
Smith had become well lcnown in Peoria as a financier, and capitalist. He had 
a sound business judgment which enabled him to make many judicious invest- 
ments, and his wealth has increased by degrees, until he is now in control of 
large real-estate interests and has acquired a substantial fortune. He has well 
earned the .rest which he is taking from the strife and turmoil of active affairs, 
and is living out the evening of his life, an honored, prosperous and ~vorthy man. 

Dr. Walter Wyatt, who dates his residence in Peoria from 1890, has been a 
practicing oculist of the city for the past nine years, his offices being a t  No. 120 

South Adams street. His birth occurred at Cutler, Indiana, on the 9th of No- 
vember, 1864, his parents being Isaac and Matilda Wyatt. The father, who 
worked as a bridge builder throughout his active business career, was an old 
settler of Cutler, Indiana, where his demise occurred in 1899, when he had at- 
tained the age of sixty years. H e  had long survived his wife, who passed away 
in 1874 at the age of thirty-four years. The 1-etnains of both were interred at 
Bald Hill cemetery. 

Walter Wyatt received his early education in the public scl~ools of his native 
town and subsequently entered the Indiana State Normal School at Terre Haute. 
while later his studies were continued in the Indiana University a t  Bloomington. 
which institution he left in 1887. During the next three years he followed the 
profession of teaching at Patton, Indiana, and in 1890 came to Peoria, Illinois, 
here becoming the proprietor of an optical store and conducting the same suc- 
cessfully until 1904. In 1903 he was graduated from the Illinois Medical Col- 
lege, at Chicago, winning the degree of &/I. D. In  the intervening period of nine 
years he has won and maintained an enviable reputation as an oculist of Peoria, 
meeting with a gratifying and well merited measure of success in this branch of 
the profession. H e  is one of the trustees and a member of the medical staff of 
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the Deaconess Home and Hospital of Peoria and also acts as a director of the 
Farmers' Loan & Homestead Association. 

On the 7th of October, 1891, in Peoria, Dr. Wyatt was united in marriage to 
lliss Jessie Eury, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Eury, of Delphi, Indi- 
ana. Our subject and 'his wife have four children, as follows: Walter Eury. 
who is a student at the Western Military Academy of Alton, Illinois; Martha 
~deline and Lloyd, both of whom are attending the Franklin school; and Mabel. 
The family home, which Dr. Wyatt built in 1904, is at No. 309 North University 
avenue. 

Dr. Wyatt has attained the Knight Templar degree in Masonry and also be- 
longs to the Afystic Shrine. He is likewise a member of the Creve Coeur Club 
and in the line of his profession is connected with the Peoria Medical Society, 
the Illinois State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. His 
acquaintance is wide, and he has a host of friends whose high regard he has 
gined through his professional ability, his deference for the opinions of others, 
his genial manner and unfailing courtesy. 

CHAR1,ES li. TRAEGER. 

Charles IY. Traeger for more than twenty years has been successfully iden- 
tified with the building interests of Peoria in the capacity of architect and super- 
intendent of construction. H e  was born at Liverpool, Medina' county, Ohio, on 
the 15th of January, 1853, and is a son of John G. Traeger, a native of Prussia 
who einigrated to the United States in 1849, settling first in New York, whence 
he moved to Ohio. The family remained residents of Ohio until 1857 and in 
August of that year they removed to Illinois, locating in Peoria on the 23d of 
August of that year. They first lived in what was then known as Plumstown 
in the present vicinity of Green street. They remained there for about a year, 
and at the end of that time they removed to the corner of Hamilton and Wash- 
ington streets, where they were living a t  the time of the big storm when the Illi- 
nois river overflowed its banks and flooded the lower portions of the town drown- 
ing several people. The father was then deputy United States marshal, in which 

1 capacity he served for twenty-five years. 
The early education of Charles W. Traeger was obtained in the old Third 

Ward school, but this was later supplemented by a night course in one of the 
local business colleges. At the age of sixteen years he began fitting himself for 
the heavier duties of life by becoming an apprentice to I. G. Reynolds, who at 
that t in~e. 1869, was the only millwright in Peoria. H e  remained with hiin for  
two and a half years and then entered the service of Valentine Jobst, where 
he completed his equipment in drafting and carpentry work. Two years later 
he went to work in the car shops of the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad 
Company where he was employed all through the panic of 1873, being identified 
with this company until about 1875. H e  then withdrew from their service and 
became a car-builder in the shops of the Rock Island Railroad Company, but he 
only remained wit11 them for about five months. After leaving their employ 
he again turned his attention to mill\vright work, which he followed at various 
points until the gold excitement in Leadville, Colorado in 1878. In common 
with many others he crossed the plains to the mining districts of Colorado, where 
for three years he engaged in prospecting, with very good success. With three 
others he staked a claim and sunk a shaft one thousand feet and they also tun- 
neled into the side of the mountain. They had two mines here known as the 
"Peoria BOY" and "The Hartford," both of which contained rich veins and yielded 
them good returns. Mr. Traeger later continued his journey westward to New 
Mesico, and while there he was accidentally shot, but was not seriously wounded. 
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H e  returned home shortly after but only remained for  a brief period, going 
back to Leadville in 1881. From there he subsequently went to Albuquerque, 
Netv Mexico, where he found employment as bridge builder on the Atlantic & 
Pacific Railroad, which was then in course of construction. I n  June, 1882, he 
returned to Peoria to be married and has ever since continued to reside here. 
Since he has identified himself with the building interests, Mr. Traeger 11as been 
architect and draftsman as well as  superintendent of construction on a number 
of important public buildings and private residences in Peoria and vicinity. He 
was the architect for the Sand Hill Lutheran church, and draftsman for the 
first green house in Tazewell county constructed in Glen Oak Park, the Groveland 
church, and the ,l!tiddletown churches, also engine houses No. I and No. 8, the 
C. G. Johnson blocks, the plant of the Brass Foundry Company and the residences 
of William RlcLean, John Connor and Charles Gelling. H e  has been very sue- 
cessful, the cluality and style of his work being such as to have ranked him 
among the leading men in his line in the city. 

On  the 27th of July, 1882, Mr. Traeger was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizal~eth Sauer of Peoria and a daughter of Andrew Sauer, \\rho was drowned 
on his way to this country from Germany. Five children have been born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Traeger, as follows: Albert, aged twenty-eight years, ~ ~ h o  is 
~llarried ; Minnie, who is at  home; Pearl, also at  11oine ; William R., 1\-11o is twenty 
years of age; and Lilly, who has just passed the eighteenth anniversary of her 
birth. All were given the advantages of a common-school education and are 
now self-supporting. 

The  family hold mem1)ership in the Evangelical church and fraternally Mr. 
Traeger is affiliated with the Modern JVoodmen of America and he is identified 
ivitll the I;. 11. C., in which he holds the office of grand ruler of tlie state. He 
is \videlv known in the 1)usiness circles of the city and has nlany friends of long 
years standing. 

David John Davis, the superintendent of the Peoria County 1;arin ant1 Hos- 
pital, located five miles west of Peoria a t  I3laxwell Station, was born in \-oungs- 
town, Ohio, in 1855. He is a son of David ant1 Mary Davis, natives of \]-ales, 
\vllere the father worked in the mines. In  1857 the fanlily calm to Peoria county, 
settling in 12imestone township, the father being employed in the mines at 
Cartonville. 

The  greater part of the life of David John Davis has been passed in the to~vn- 
sliil), hvllere he now resides, ancl to whose country schools he is indebted for his 
education. The family lived on a little farm, in the cultivation of which he 
was engaged from early cl~ildhood when not attending school during the agri- 
cultural seasons. In  the winter months on Saturdays and holidays he worketl 
in the mines with his father, thus being taught in early boyhood the value of 
thrift and industry, which qualities he has always practiced. At  various times in 
his life he has worked in the mines but he has aiso engaged in farming, these 
two occupations having occupied tlie greater part of his time. Eighteen years 
ago he \$;as appointed superintendent of the county farm, but upon the expira- 
tion of his term of service of seven years he went to kVas11ington. H e  located 
in Bremerton, that state, where he was employed in a lumber and planing  ill, 
but he subsequently returned to Peoria county. While in Cremerton, Wasliing- 
ton, he filled the office of mayor for two years and also was elected a member 
of the house of representatives from Kitsap county, Washington, for two terms. 
hfr.  Davis has been reappointed to  his old post on the county farm, where he has 
served with efficiency, discharging his duties in a highly satisfactory manner to 
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the board of county supervisors, to whom he is indebted for his position. H e  is 
man of practical ideas and is thoroughly trustworthy and depend- 

able, fulfilling his responsibilities with a fine sense of conscientious obligation. 
In 1881, Mr. Davis was united in marriage to Miss Della Matthews, a daugh- 

ter of Richard Matthews, and to them have been born three sons, as follows: 
Ed$r J. and Herbert C., who are both living in Alaska; and Ralph E., who is a 
psldent of Oakland, California. 

In politics, Mr. Davis is a republican, but although he takes an active interest 
in all local affairs he has never held any office save the one he is filling. H e  is 
widely known in Limestone township, where he is 11ow residing, and number 
among its citizens many friends. 

WILLIAM C. WHITE. 

The banking institutions of a city are a fair index of its con~mercial character 
and financial strength, through the successive stages of its history. They are 
the centers around wlzich all the movements of trade gravitate, and by nlhich they 
are regulated. Since the earliest times in her history, Peoria has been peculiarly 
fortunate in respect to her banks. As a rule her institutions have been founded 
upon strict business integrity and commercial honor. Their policies have been 
policies of honesty and fair dealing, and their histories have been histories of 
flourishing progress, founded upon the solid base of financial integrity. But the 
honesty, loyalty and financial solidity of any institution is directly dependent upon 
the personal qualities of the men who compose them. The officials of a bank 
make its policy, direct its business, regulate its course, and are the compelling 
force l>ehind its failure or success. 

Jiilliam C. White, the subject of this sketch, is a banker of the type which 
makes for the greater industrial and financial magnitude of the city. H e  is at 
present the president of the Illinois National Bank, located at the corner of 
Fulton and Adams streets, and is carrying out the policy of his predecessors in 
making that iilstitution one of the safest and most solid banks in the city. 

William C. White was born in Peoria in 1868, the son of Andrew J. and 
Amanda C. IVhite. His father was a .prominent contractor of this city, having 
come here from Pennsylvania in 1856. William C. White's early education was 
received in the primary and grammar schools of this city, and was supplemented 
by three years of work in the Peoria high school. Mr. White left school in his 
junior year to accept a position in the implement firm of George M. I3,loore & 
Company, where, however, he remained but a short time, resigning in a few 
montlls to become a messenger in the Conlmercial National Bank. !Mr. White 
was nineteen years of age at that time, and has remained in the banking business 
ever since with the exception of two years which he spent on the farm, and has 
now attained one of the highest positions that the city of Peoria has to offer. 
He is possessed of a rare, if not distinctive business character. Thoroughly 
acquainted. with the details of his profession, he is today undoubtedly ainong 
the men whose lives and personal exertions have done so much toward the 
material and ,commercial prosperity of Peoria. 

Mr. White spent several years with the Commercial National Bank. leaving 
that institution to join his father on his farm six miles out of Peoria. Here 
White remained for two years, at the end of which time he returned to Peoria, 
and entered the Peoria Savings Loan & Trust Company as teller. From that 
time on, his rise was rapid. His life is a fair example of the rewards which are 
the result of concentrated industry and hard work. Mr. White soon gained the 
confidence and respect of all with whom he came in contact, and his excellent 
banking ability, and his thorough acquaintance with the details of the business 
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led to his appointment as assistant cashier upon the organization of the Illinois 
National Rank in I ~ O .  His rise in this bank has been steady since that time, 
He was elected cashier in 1908, and took up his present position as president in 
January, 1912, L I ~ O I I  the death of Frank Trefzger. 

In 1896 Mr. White married Miss Mary Eigham of Peoria, and they are the 
parents of two children, Herbert and Virginia, both at present students at the 
White school. 

Mr. White has never talcen any active part in political controversies or sougllt 
public office, although his political affiliations have always been consistently re, 
publican. The responsibilities of business engross his whole attention but he 
takes an intelligent interest in public policies and is an active supporter of any- 
thing conducive to the municipal improvement of the city. H e  is a pronlinent 
member of the Board of Trade, and is the treasurer of the Association of Corn- 
merce. hIr. White is also well known in social circles of the city, and is a mem- 
ber of all the inlportant clubs of this character, holding membership in the Creve 
Coeur Club, the Illinois Valley Yacht Club and the Peoria Country Club. 

During his years of banlcing activity in Peoria, Mr .  White has gained for  
himself a reputation for strict honesty, and fair dealing amoilg his friends and 
business acquaintances. H e  is known to be a dependable illan in any relation and 
any emergency. He is ready to meet any ohligation of life wit11 the cotlfidence 
and courage that comes of conscious personal ability, right conception of things 
and a habitual regard for what is best in the exercise of human activities. 

In presenting to the public the representative men of the city of  Peoria and 
the state of Illinois, who have by a superior force of character and energy to- 
gether with a combination of ripe qualities of ability and excellency made them- 
selves conspicuous and commanding in private and public life, we have no ex- 
ample more fit to present and none more worthy a place in these volun~es than 
Henry G. Triebel. Not only does he rise above the standard of his line of busi- 
ness, but he also possesses in a high degree those excellent qualities that make 
men worthy of regard among their fellows. H e  is a high-minded and liberal 
~ n a n ;  one who is keenly alive to all the varying requirements of trade, and one 
of those who conduct the operations of the most extended and weighty character 
and who, above all others have succeeded in making Peoria one of the great 
commercial centers of the middle west. 

Henry G. Triebel was born in Peoria on November 10, 1856. His father 
was Otto Triebel, deceased, a biographical record of whose life appears on 
another page in this book. In the public schools of Peoria, Henry G. Triebel 
partially pursued his education, but also attended German scl~ools. His busi- 
ness training was received under the practical direction of his father, who in- 
structed him in the best methods of making monuments and in all of the work 
of the stone cutter's trade. H e  learned not only to chisel the stone but also to 
make designs and since about sixteen years of age has had active charge of the 
business. Among his public works was the designing of the public square of 
the city of Peoria, while he also laid out walks and designed a number of monu- 
ments. A good many public monuments and a number of mausoleums are the 
result of his activity, not only in Peoria but in many other cities of the state. 
The firm is today the most prominent in the state outside of Chicago. His 
partners are his brothers and they occupy their own building, which is one hun- 
dred and seventy-six feet deep by forty feet in width. I t  is three stories in 
height and they rent the second and the third floors, while they utilize the first 
floor and basement for their business. Their patronage comes not only from 
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peoria, but also from the wide surrounding territory and the excellence of their 
work, their attractive and appropriate designs and the high grade of marble 
used are features which have made their business one of the growing concerns 
of the city. 

Mr. Triebel was united in marriage to Miss Ida Schwab, of Peoria, a daugh- 
ter of John Schwab, and unto them have been born four children: Albert, who 
is with his father in business and is married and has two children, Lucille and 
Henry; Elise; Martha, the wife of Rogers Humphreys, of Bloomington, Illinois; 
and Carl. 

Mr. Triebel is very prominent socially and is a valued member of the Creve 
Coear Club, the Illinois Valley Yacht Club and the Peoria Rifle Club. In Ma- 
sonry, 11e has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite, the Knight 
Templar degree of the York Rite, and is also a member of the Mystic Shrine. 
He belongs likewise to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. H e  is also 
connected with the German Free School Association and is a public-spirited 
citizen, whose cooperation can always be counted upon to further progressive 
public movements. H e  served on the first board of park commissioners of 
Peoria and has also been a member of the school board. No element of the city's 
vrowth and improvement seeks his aid in vain. H e  stands for advancement in 
h 
public as well as in private affairs and the same qualities which have made him 
a dominant figure in business circles have made him a citizen whose loyalty and 
support are always to be counted upon. His entire life has been spent in Peoria 
and those who know him-and his friends are many-entertain for  him the 
warmest regard. As the man and the citizen he has vet to be viewed from 
another standpoint. Of large and liberal views in all matters of business, full 
of enterprise and believing much in push and perseverance, he can always be 
found in the van of every movement looking toward the accomplishn~ent of real 
and practical good. Of  extensive acquaintance, and very popular socially; 
charitable to an extent altogether disproportionate to his means ; unostentatious 
in everything; one of  the truest men to his friends that ever lived, and one of the 
most lenient to his adversaries after the combat is over; still in the vigor and 
prime of manhood and of a remarkably eventful life, the work before him to 
do and yet unaccomplished is immense, but to the fulfillment of his destiny he 
will carry in the future, as in the past, the matured and strengthened elements 
and accessories of a character that ultimately is to triumph over all obstacles. 

CVliile in his l~usiness career Mr. Triebel has passed on to a position of wealth 
and prominence, lie has never neglected the opportunities to assist a fellow trav- 
eler on life's journey, his hand being often down-reaching to aid one to whom 
nature. fate or environment has seemed less kindly. His life has in large measure 
been an exetnplification of his helief in the brotherhood of mankind. He has 
never allowed questionable methods to form a part of his business career, while 
over the record of his official life there falls no shadow of wrong or suspicion of 
evil. Kindliness and appreciation for the good traits of others h a ~ e  constituted 
salient features in his career and his life illustrates the fact of the Emersonian 
~~hilosophy that to have friends you must be one. 

Mrs. Alvira D. Patten, who .resides on an excellent farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres in Logan township, was born in Rosefield township in 1841. She is 
a daughter of Major S. and Esther (Dickenson) Bohanan, both of whom were 
natives of the state of New York, the father being born August 27, 1800, and 
the mother, September 5 ,  1808, The parents were married in New York and 
in 1834 moved to Rosefield township, where they purchased eighty acres of 
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land and later added to it two hundred and thirty acres, making in all a farm of 
two hundred and fifty acres. In  their family were eight children, of whom 
Mrs. Alvira D. Patten was the fourth in order of birth. 

Alvira D. Bohanan was reared under the parental roof, remaining at home 
until twenty-three years of age. On the 2d of March, 1864, she gave her hand 
in marriage to Samuel S. Patten, who was born in Adams county, Ohio, February 
15, 1832. He came with his father, Joseph G. Patten, to Logan township in 
1848 and remained with his parents until he was twenty-four years of age. At 
that time his father gave him forty acres of land and he later made additional 
purchases, making a total of one hundred and sixty acres in his farm. H e  resided 
on this place the rest of his life and became a very prominent and successful 
farmer, assuring Mrs. Patten of a handsome income. On October 24, 1902, at 
the age of seventy years, Samuel S. Patten passed to his final rest and his death 
was deeply regretted by a large circle of friends and acquaintances. Mr. and 
Mrs. Patten became the parents of one son, Frank A., who was born Jan. 4, 
1865, and is married to Miss Ella Cornelous of Adams county, Ohio. H e  now 
operates his mother's farm, having   early fifty acres in corn, twenty-five acres 
in wheat, forty acres in oats and the remainder of the land in pasture. He also 
has about one hundred head of hogs and thirteen head of horses. A daughter 
of Mr. Patten by a former marriage, Lois Belle, is now the wife of Luther S. 
Patterson, of Piqua, Ohio. IMrs. Patten is a faithful member of the Presby- 
terian church and is a lady of much culture and refinement, who stands high in 
the regard of all in the community where she is well and popularly known. 

ACGUST TVAHLFELD. 

Success in any line of endeavor is not so much a matter of discriminating 
brain and extraordinary efficiency as it is the result of continuous labor, a mas- 
tery of detail and a love of hard work. These clualities, possessed in an eminent 
degree, make success almost inevitable and it is to their possession that Mr. 
August Wahlfeld, president of the Wahlfeld Manufacturing Company, IIOI- 
1125 South Washington street, owes i~luch of his progress and success. He has 
been identified with this line of business in Peoria for a number of years and 
has been president of the enterprise with which he is now connected since its 
inaupration in 1893. H e  is a native of Germany, having been born in the 
province of Hanover, on October 5 ,  1857, and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Herniali 
Wahlfeld, who both died in Germany. 

August Wahlfeld went to school in his native country and received the effi- 
cient education which the public institutions of Germany afforded. H e  im- 
mediately afterward learned the trade of shriner and when he had mastered 
fully all its various details he came to this country, settling first in Havana. Illi- 
nois, where he worked as a journeyman builder and carpenter for a year and a 
half. H e  came to Peoria in 1882 and entered the firm of Kogers Pi Company 
as a cabinet-maker, with which he retained his connection until 1891. He be- 
came an expert workman in all kinds of furniture and cabinet-making during 
his nine years of employment with this company. He started in business for 
himself in 1891, manufacturing building material and furniture of all kinds, in- 
cluding office an3 bank fixtures. The business was organized on a small scale. 
giving employment at first to only two men, but today August Wahlfeld is at 
the head of a great manufacturing firm employing over one hundred men in its 
different branches. The plant of the company occupies a space of one hundred 
and fifty feet by one hundred and forty feet, has three stories and a basement, 
and is one of the largest institutions of its kind in the city. The progress and 
development of the Wahlfeld Manufacturing Company is purely the result of 
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the ability and energy of its president. H e  controls and directs the policy of 
the company, has an active and personal knowledge of the details of the business 
and is an expert workman himself. His power of organization and his capacity 
for hard and unremitting labor have developed the concern from a little shop 
with its two employes into a great manufacturing plant which is a dominating 
factor in the industrial and commercial life of Peoria. 

On November 21, 1882, August Wahlfeld was united in marriage to Miss 
Anna Wahlfeld, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wahlfeld, who at the time 

their daughter's marriage resided in Germany. They have two sons, Ernest, 
secretary of the concern of which his father is the president; and Otto, vice 
pesident of the Wahlfeld Manufacturing Company. Mr. Wahlfeld affiliates 
with 110 particular political party, maintaining an independence of idea and a 
freedom of thought in this respect which has characterized his dealings in all 
relations of life. H e  takes an intelligent interest in public affairs but his absorp- 
tion in business precludes any active part in political affairs. H e  is a thirty- 
second degree Mason and a Noble of the R,Tystic Shrine. His success in the 
business to which he has given time and attention during his active life is not 
a matter of mere chance. I t  has its foundation in close attention to the matter 
which he has in hand, steady habits, ability and energy. and in the policy of an 
honorable and upright business career. 

The spirit of romance is an eccentric and capricious thing. We are accustomed 
to think that we must go to the lives of the kings and noblemen of ancient time, 
to the warriors of the middle ages, to the knights of the Round Table, to the old 
lands of fair women and brave men, before we meet it in its truth and beauty. 
But the spirit of romance is all about us. It  finds its place in the most com- 
monplace histories, in the lives of plain business men, in the humble homes of a 
city. 

The life history of the subject of this sketch, James Gaul, holds its share of 
the glamor of romance. It  reaches back to ancient times, when the old Gauls 
swarmed into Briton and Ireland and settled there, in the time of Caesar. Mr. 
Gaul traces his name and his descent to these ancient warriors, who conquered 
by strength of arms, and founded a mighty country as a result of their deeds. 
There is a curious story current in the annals of James Gaul's family that a 
tribe of these warriors left Ireland for Asia hlinor, after the invasion of Caesar, 
where they flourished to such an extent that the country became over-populated, 
and the men were obliged to draw lots to see which should set out with their 
families for a new country. After the drawing of the lots, the little band went 
down to the sea in flimsy ships, and after many hardships and much loss of life, 
the survivors landed in America and were positively the first inhabitants of this 
country, and the ancestors .of the American Indians which Columbus found here 
on his arrival. This story is unsubstantiated, but has subsisted in the Gaul family 
for many generations, and its claim to truth gained force when fifty years ago. 
an old Indian, one hundred years of age, died on an Oklahoma reservation, claim- 
ing to have been a direct descendant of one of the Gauls of that little band. 

The family in Peoria today is represented by the subject of this sketch, James 
Gaul, and his brothers, John and David Gaul. James Gaul was born in Peoria 
on November 16, 1858. His father was John Gaul, a native of Kilkenny, Ireland, 
where there are still many families of his name. John Gaul came to America in 
1842 and settled in Louisville, Kentucky, where he married Miss Ellen Phelan. 
Thev came to Peoria in 1847, and opened a little bakery at 514 Merriman street. 

Tol. . I -3 3 
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Later this shop was moved to 313 illerrinIan street, where the family resided, 
and where the father died in 1882. 

Janles Gaul, the subject of this sketch, was educated in the public schools of 

Peoria, finishing the eighth grade in the old Sixth Ward school, which is now 
the Mrebster. bVhen he was twelve years old, he left school and entereri his 
father's bakery, where he was employed uiltil his father died, when !le Opened 
a saloon and grocery store at  313 hlerriman street. I n  this business he continued 
fo r  three years, when he was apl~ointed by Mayor Warner as  ineat insj)ector, 
which office he held for  two years. H e  held successively several government 
positions. H e  was guard at the house of correction, ancl was appointed by 
Grover Cleveland as  government store keeper under Wilson in 1887. In 1888, 
he opened a butcher store a t  317 Merriinan street, and inside of a year this busi- 
ness had expanded into t ~ v o  shops, the other Ijeing at 915 Hurl l~urt  street. The 
following year, he traded his two shops for a fine far111 in 1;ulton county, near 
llitltlle Grove, where he nloved and gave his attention to farming for five years, 
H e  returned to Peoria af ter  this period as manager of the real-estate business of 
his brother John Gaul. T h ~ s  business was originally located in the Gernlan Fire 
Insurance building, but it now occupies beautiful offices on t l ~ e  eleventh floor of 
the Jefferson I~uilding. Mr. Gaul's business ability is remarkable. H e  is bold 
and aggressive, but cool and prudent; wide-reaching, 11ut exact; prompt to the 
minute in all engagements ; instant in his intuitions of men's characters ; a natural 
negotiator, a keen and concise talker; at work early and late; always coming 
out right in practical results. H e  has added many departnlents to his brother's 
business, until it now includes a renting agency, an agency for farm lands, a 
guaranty rent agcncy, a11d a depart~nent for  the care of estates. Besides these 
activities, Mr. Gaul is also connected with his brother David in a house-building 
business. 

On  hlay 15, 1905, a t  St. Charles Catholic church, it1 Gloomington, Tntliana, 
occurred the marriage of James Gaul and Miss Grace Olive Dutlcan, of that 
city. Mrs. Gaul is a charming woman, and has won hosts of friends in her 
husband's native city. 

Politically, 3lr .  Gaul owes allegiance to no party. I-Ie votes independently 
for  the best man. H e  sul~scribes to no religious doctrines except the doctrine of 
11road-minded tolerance for  all men. Illasterful nlen always forge ahead. In 
tri l~al conditions they become chiefs ; in war they are generals ; in politics, the 
statesmen and the party leaders; in the professions, they coinmand the honor of 
their fellowmen ; in journalism, they control public opinion ; and in business they 
rise froin nothing to  be financiers, merchants, millionaires. Mr. Gaul has still 
many years of life before h in~ .  If the beginning of his life shadows forth the 
end, the badge of preenlineilce anlong his fellows is already his. 

J IESSO E. XRESDS. 

;\iIenno E. Arends, who since 1890 has been associated wit11 agricultural pur- 
suits in IAogan township, was born in Germany, hIarc11 2, 1852. In  the fall of 
1871, ~ 1 1 e n  he was nineteen years of age, he canle to America and settled in 
i'l~iladelphia, Pennsylvania, where he was enlployed for five years in a tannery. 
Subsecluently he removed to Linlestoile townsl~i l~,  Illinois, where he woi-Iced for 
four years as  a farm hand, receiving as  cot~~pensation for his services two hundred 
dollars per year. 111 1880 he rented in Limestone township one hundred and 
sixty acres of land, which he farmed for  ten years. In  1890, in Logail town- 
ship, he purchased his present farm of seventy-two acres, which was at that 
time all in timber land. H e  has cleared and improved the saine until he now 
has fifty acres under a high state of cultivatioll and the rest in pasture. I Ie  has 
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I excellent house and barn on his farm and also has the best of facilities for I 
i tilling the soil. H e  engages quite extensively in raising stock and grain. 
I In 1880 Mr. Xrends ~veddecl Miss Johanna Dorenbus. In  politics Mr. Arends 

j gives his allegiance to the democratic party and he has served as pathmaster of 
, ~ o g a n  township for  eight years. I-Ie is greatly interested in and gives his sup- 
' port to all measures which further the cause of education. H e  is known as  a 

public-sl)irited and progressive man who has the welfare of the community at  
heart and, as the years have gone by, he has won for himself a creditable position 

, in the community. 

\/Villiam J. \'ogelsang~ who since 1891 has been engaged in farnling and stocli- 
in Logan to\vnsh~p, was born in Canton, Stark county, Ohio, JIarch 20, 

r856. 111 1864, \vhen only eight years of age, he renloved with his parents to I Tazewell county, Illinois, where he was reared and educated. He  there resided 
until 1881 and in that year removed to Logan township, where he purchased 
nillety-nine and two-thirds acres of land to which he later added an equal nunlber 
making in all one hundred and ninety-nine and one-third acres, which constitute 
his present farm. At the time of the purchase of his land it was urorth only 
forty dollars per acre but is now valued at one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
per acre. I-Iis land is highly cultivated and in the best ililproved condition. 
'Slle family residence is comfortable and nlodern and his outbuildings and barns 
in good repair. I t  is a grain and stocli far111 and has on it a spring of running 
water. Mr. I'ogelsang engages quite extensively in raising thoroughbred hogs, 
cattle and horses. l i e  has sixteen head of horses of the Percheron-Morgan 
breed ant1 one stallion of the Percheron-Sorinan stock, which is sixteen and 
one-half l~ands high and weighs nineteen hundred pounds. 

bIr. 170gelsang wedded Miss Lena Thede and to them have been horn five 
children. They are Howard, Henry, Elmer, Mary and Carl. I n  politics Mr. 

.\Togelsang casts his vote with the democratic party, and he has served as con- 
stable for eight years. I-Ie is greatly interested in all nleasures that pertain to 
educational advancement and for the past twelve years has been a school director 
of his district. H e  is l ino\~tl  as a lnan who uses his influence and support for 
the progress and prosperity of Logan township ant1 is counted as  one of its sub- 
stantial citizens. 

Mrs. lioania Iiird, resitling in Trivoli. ~ v a s  born in Rosefield township, Peoria 
county, December 19, 1856. She is a daughter of  Otis and Fhoelle (Brown) 
Eagg, the fornler born in X e ~ v  York state in 1826 and the latter in Rosefield 
township in August, 1837. In 1836, when the father was ten years of age, he 
removed with 111s parents to Rosefield to\vnship, where he grew to manhood. 
In 1863 he came to Eln~nrood township. where he later became one of the leading 
and prosperous farmers of his comn~unity, o ~ v n i n ~  nine hundred acres of land. 
He now lives retired in Hanna City, his wife having passed away in 1905. In 
his family were seven children: Mrs. Mary Ramshaw, of Hanna City; Mrs. 
Rirtl, of this revie~v, and 11rs. Rosina I-Iolt, who are twins ; .Mrs. Isabel Cattin. 
of Brimfield; Rlrs. Clara filoocly and Mrs. Jennie AIallett, both of whom are 

( deceased: and Charles, who resides on the home farm in Elm~vood township 

I 
Roania Bagg, of this review, was reared and educated in E ln~~vood  town- 

ship and remained a t  honle with her parents until her first marriage. On  Sep- 



tember 5, 1876, she wedded Robert G. Harding, who was born in Peoria, Illi- 
nois, March 10, 1856, the son of John and Jane Harding, of  Logan township. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Harding resided on a farm in Trivoli township until 
1893, when they moved to Trivoli, where Mr. Harding died in May, 1902. He 
was a very prosperous man, well known in his community and was a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. and Mrs. Harding became the parents of 
three children: Mrs. Rose May Pattee, of Pocahontas, Iowa; Mrs. Clara E. 
Groniger, of Ustic, Idaho; and Frank R., a resident of Jefferson, Iowa. 

On December 12, 1906, Roania (Eagg) Harding was united in marriage 
with Frank E. Bird, who is the present station agent for the Iowa Central Rail- 
road a t  Trivoli, an office which he. has efficiently filled for  eight consecutive years 
and also a t  a former period. H e  was born in Ohio, January 12, 1861. Mr. 
Bird is a successful, industrious and prominent man in Trivoli, where he enjoys 
a wide circle of acquaintances. Mrs. Bird is a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church and socially is identified with the Royal Neighbors, the Eastern 
Star and the Order of the Rebekahs. She is a very earnest, energetic lady of 
broad sympathies and many friends and has the high regard of all who know her. 

WALLACE C. E\;AXS. 

Wallace C. Evans, who since 1910 has been president of the Erewster-Evans 
Company, who are operating the Walbin mine a t  Bismarck, Peoria county, was 
born at Lebanon, Ohio, October 4, 1866. The great-grandfather, Joseph Evans, 
came from New Jersey to Lebanon in 1806 and erected a frame barn two years 
later, which is still standing in good condition on the old farm of two hundred 
acres. In 1810 he built the brick house which is also still in existence. The 
family is of Welsh origin and in 1680 nine brothers came to America. In the 
maternal line our subject is descended from the Williamson family, two of 
whose members, Stone and Clymer, were among the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence. Wallace C. Evans is a son of E. H.  and Perah Evans, the for- 
mer of whom was one of the pioneer agriculturists of Warren county. The 
father's death occurred in 1905 and his wife died four years later. They are both 
buried near Lebanon. 

Wallace C. Evans renlained under the parental roof until he acquiretl his 
early education. H e  was a pupil in the public schools of Lebanon and there 
prepared to enter the National Normal University, from which institution he 
was graduated in 1887, with the degrees of B. S. and C. E. Thus prepared for 
a professional career, he engaged as a civil engineer and has since followed that 
profession. After removing to Peoria he formed a partnership with Jacob -4. 
I-Iarman under the firm style of Harman & Evans, civil engineers. They con- 
tinued conducting their business for five years. At the end of that time Mr. 
Evans started out independently and contracted for stone work until 1906. In 
that year he entered the Crescent Contracting Company as secretary and treas- 
urer. H e  remained in that capacity until 1910. In  June of that year, in part- 
nership with B. D. Brewster, he opened the Walbin coal mine. ,Mr. Evans 
received a good education, which prepared him for the work in which he has 
since engaged, and he has given his entire time and attention since he entered 
upon an active career to the engineering profession. Consequently he is well 
qualified for the position which he holds today and because of his accurate knowl- 
edge, his careful attention to details and his untiring energy the company is 
prospering to an unusual degree and is developing a mine which will prove in 
time a great financial success. 



HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 493 

On the 27th of June, 1906, Mr. Evans was married, at Peoria, to Miss Emma 
~etweiler,  a daughter of John and Louisa Detweiler, who have been residents of 
Peoria for  many years. To  Mr. and Mrs. Evans three sons have been born, 
John W., Robert D. and Harold D. The family reside at No. go5 North Jeffer- 
son avenue. 

In politics Mr. Evans is a republican. H e  holds membership in the Knights 
of Pythias, the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the Creve Coeur Club. 
He attributes his success in life to hard work, honesty and perseverance and by 
these qualities has attained the success and prosperity which he is enjoying today. 

IVilliatn Shaw, who owns and operates a far111 one mile east of Hanna City, 
was born in England on the 17th of A ~ ~ g u s t ,  1871. He early removed to Canada, 
and in 1899 came fro111 there to Peoria county, settling in Logan township where 
he purchased his present farm. H e  owns sixty acres of highly improved land 
which is under an excellent state of cultivation and has on it a con~fortable 
house and commodious outbuildings and barns. 

On the 1st of March, 18gg, Mr. Shaw was united in marriage to Miss Reka 
Sholls, a resident of Limestone township, whose many fine qualities have gained 
for her inany fri,ends throughout the vicinity. Mr. Shaw is greatly interested 
in the welfare of his community, and during his residence in Logan township 
he has been active and helpful in all measures of reform and progress. H e  
believes thoroughly in the education of the mass of people in general, and any 
movement that advances the cause always receives his earnest support. H e  is 
an energetic, useful and worthy resident of the county, and in all his relations, 
both in business and social life, he has been true to high and honorable stand- 
ards, following ever the principles of the golden rule. 

I 

Albert S. McDonald, who is connected with the agricultural interests in 
Logan township, was born near Edwards station .in 1862. His parents were 
Samuel J. and Mary Ann (Sanford) McDonald, the father a native of Ohio and 

I the mother of Michigan. The parents removed to Illinois, settling in Peoria 
county in 1861, and in 1868 they purchased in Logan township a tract of one 
hundred and forty acres of land for which they paid thirty dollars per acre. They 
resided on this farm the remainder of their lives, the mother dying in 1896 at the 
age of fifty-four years and six months and the father on April 27, 1909, at the 
age of seventy-seven years and three months. To them were born four children: 
Jennie, deceased; Albert S. of this review; Hattie L., deceased; and Charles E. 

Albert S. McDonald was reared and educated in Peoria county, and upon 
reaching manhood he purchased a sawmill, threshing machine and sorghum mill, 
all of which he operated for more than twenty-five years. H e  moves his sawmill 
from one customer to another in the counties of Fulton, Knox, Stark and Peoria, 
and has operated his sorghum mill by steam since 1881. He now owns in Logan 
and Trivoli townships two hundied and forty acres, of which ninety-one are 
under an excellent state of cultivation. 

On the 6th of December, 1887, Albert S. McDonald was united in marriage 
to Miss Ida Irwin of Cuba, Illinois, and they have become the parents of three 
children. Clara Belle, who was born December 3, 1888, died March 6, 1890. 
Mabel Clare, born April 14, 1890, is a graduate of the Bradley Polytechnic Insti- 
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tute at Peoria, and is living at honle. Howard M., who was born June 18, 189~) 
has a common-school education and is operating his father's farm. 

Mr. McDonald has always been greatly interested in all measures of reform 
and progress and gives his support to educational development. H e  is honest 
and upright in all matters of business, considerate of his associates and has 
many friends throughout the entire county. 

Carl P. 0111 has been identified with the operation of a large baliery enterprise 
in I'eoria, his native city, from the time he began his active life until his I-et~re- 
nlent, working first in association with his father and then as an independent 
1)usiness man. l i e  has now retired after many years of honorable and upright 
con~nlercial life, having gained during the period a distinct prosperity and nlany 
friends. I-Ie resides at No. 1205 Korth street in a pleasant and con~fortable home 
~ v h i c l ~  he erected in 1894. LIr. Oh1 was born it1 I'eoria, on October 10, 1857, and 
is a son of John and Elizabeth (Eydman) 0111, natives of Germany, the father 
having been born on April 3, 1824, and the mother on June 26, 1832. John Oh1 
came to America in 1849, in a sailing vessel, it taking thirty-five days for the trip 
and settled first in St. Louis and then in Mascoutah, Illinois, where for a short 
time he operated a large bakery. \Vhen he left Mascoutah in 1853, he located 
in Peoria opening up a similar enterprise on Fulton street between Wasl~ingtot~ 
and Water streets. H e  later removed his place of business to the corner of 
Washington and Jaclcson streets and was successful ill this loca+ion until he 
retired from all business connections in 1886. He died in June, 1908. l i e  had 

'witnessed the growth and clevelopment of the city and in no small way assisted in 
its upbuilding. H e  enjoyed the confidence of a wide circle of friends because 
he was always willing to lend a helping hand in tiines of adversity. He belonged 
to the Lutherat~ cl~urch and was known as a illan of high and exemplary char- 
acter. His wife is still living, at 410 Illinois avenue. 

Carl P. Oh1 was educated in the Peoria public schools and from his early 
childhood assisted his father in the operation of his business enterprise. After 
he laid aside his books he served his apprenticeship in the baking trade and in 
1883 entered into partnership with his father. Their association continued until 
~886 when John 0111 retired from active life and turned over the manageine~lt 
of the business to his sons, Carl P. and Rudolph, who carried on the l~usiness 
along the most modern, upright and progressive coinmercial stailclards until Jan- 
uary I ,  1912, when our subject retired. Since that time he has given up personal 
connection with all business interests ant1 is devoting his time to the management 
of his property. 

On NIay I T ,  1886, Mr. 0111 was married in Peoria to Miss Julietta Sieberns, 
a daughter of Henry E. and Caroline (Niegarth) Sieberns, both now living in 
Peoria a t  125 North street. Mrs. 0111's father went to New Orleans when l ~ e  
was a young man and after a few years of activity in that city where he followed 
the trade of a cabinet-maker he went to IAouisville, Kentucky, and then to Pres- 
ton, Canada. Here he remained for several years, working at his chosen occu- 
pation and becoming successful. His marriage occurred in Canada and in 1858 
he came to Illinois settling in Cappa, where he remained a short time before go- 
ing to Gridley. There he estal>lisl~ed himself in the general merchandise busi- 
ness and conducted a prosperous and well equipped esta1)lishment of this kind 
until his retirement. l4e came to Peoria in ~ 8 7 4 .  To Mr. and Mrs. 0111 have 
been born three children: Carl H.. whose birth occurred on March 10, 1887, and 
who is living at home ; Rudolph W.. who was horn on -4pril 17, ~ 8 9 ~  ; and ,iirtliur 
S.. whose birth occurred on the 22d of March, 1894. 
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11.1 his political views Mr. 0111 is independent, preferring to keep his judg- 
ment unbiased by not affiliating with an organized party. I-Ie is well kno\vn ill 
colum1)ia Lodge, KO. 21, I. 0. 0. F. H e  is always active in any movement which 

for its object the growth and upbuilding of the city. During his active life 
he sought no success heyond attainment in a purely business field. He  has lnade 
his conlnlercial career honorable and upright, and in doing this has achieved 
prosperity. He  is public-spirited and straightforward, interested in the develop- 
ment of his comlnunity and a native son of whom Peoria has every reason to be 
proutl. 

It may be stated without any disparageme~lt to the other learned professions, 
that the bar of Peoria possesses as many men of proniinence as that of any 
other city of its size in the west. -And this assertion holds good not only as re- 
gards past generations, but as regards the present also, and gives every prom- 

* 

ise of holding good in the future. With those of the past, we have little to do. 
Books might easily be filled with the life records of successful lawyers in 
Peoria's history. I t  is with those nlen who by their talents and abilities now 
grace the forum, and who deserve well of their fellow citizens, that we would 
now speak. Conspicuous among this class is John M. Elliott. 

Mr. Elliott is still a young man, but has already attained a success in his 
chosen profession which might be envied hy men who have completed their ac- 
tive life. He is the junior member of the firm of Stevens, Miller & Elliott, 
one of the best known law firms in the city. I-Ie makes a specialty of railroad 
law, and is connected with most of the principal railroads of Peoria in this 
capacity. He  is one of the ablest railroad lawyers in the city, and one of the 
most popular. He  is quick and decisive in his methods, keenly alive to any 
legal propositions and its possibilities, and finds pleasure in the solution of a 
difficult legal problem. H e  has that intense interest in his profession which is 
the foundation of progress in all lines. 

John M. Elliott was born in Claysville, Pennsylvania, May 5, 1877. H e  was 
the son of John and Nancy Elizabeth Elliott. His father was a prominent and 
successful physician in Claysville, where the family resided until the son was 
four years old, when they left Pennsylvania for AIissouri, settling in Dresden 
in 1881. Here they remained for ten years, removing to Eureka, Illinois, in 
18go. John M. Elliott's early education was received in the gratllillar schools 
of Dresden and Eureka. When he received all the educational opportunities 
which these totvns afforded, he decided to take up the study of law, for \vliicl~ 
he had always had a leaning. H e  entered the law department of Wesleyan 
University a t  Bloomington, Illinois, from which he graduated in 1899 with a 
degree o f  LL. B. 

- 

After his graduation, Mr. Elliott entered the law firm of Barry & A'lorris- 
sey, of ~ loom' i ; l~ ton ,  where he remained for one year, when he entered the of- 
fices of Stevens & Horton, lawyers doing business in the German Fire Insur- 
ance building of this city. A few years later, when Mr. Horton went to Chicago 
as general attorney for  the Illinois Central Railroad, the firm was reorganized, 
and the merits of Mr. Elliott were recognized in the offer of a partnership. The 
name of the new firm is Stevens, Miller & Elliott. The  firm is increasing its 
business every year. They are now recoqnized as the most prominent railroad 
lawvers in the city, and .Mr. Elliott's brilliant talents and capacity for work 
ha& contributed their- share to this happy consummatioii. 

I n  Mr. Elliott, we find one of the most industrious students of the law, and 
his breadth of legal learning corresponding to the labor he performs. As a thor- 
ough, sound and deeply read lawyer, he certainly occupies a position in the first 
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rank with his professional brethren. Clear and concise in his judgments, earn- 
est and of strong convictions, possessed of a clear insight into the justice of a 
cause he rarely fails of success once he has taken a case. He is at present gen- 
eral attorney for the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railway, and his firm is general 
counsel for the Peoria & Pekin Union Railway, as well as local attorney for 
most of the railroads of the city. H e  is attorney for the trustees of the John 
C. Proctor Endowment, and for the Farmers' Savings, Loan & Homestead As.- 
sociation. As a corporation lawyer he is a man of marked force and energy, 
and well exemplifies the power of constant labor, well applied, especially when 
the effort is joined with the personal qualities such as command the esteem and 
respect of his fellowmen. Clear, concise and candid, 11e has won a position in 
this way in legal and social circles, not inconsistent with his splendid talents. 

Mr. Elliott's politics has always been consistently republicah, although his 
pressing business affairs preclude his taking an active part in public life. He 
is at present and has been for a number of years, United States comtnissioner, 
under appointment by Judge Humphrey. Mr. Elliott is a director of the Central 
Brass & Stamping Company. H e  is an active and prominent member of the 
Creve Coeur Club, the Peoria Association of Commerce and the Peoria Trans- ' 
portation Club. 

Mr. Elliott was married in Eureka, Illinois, on June 27, 1901, to Miss Zelda 
De Motte, daughter of Thomas H. and Rebecca C. De RIotte who have been 
prominent in Eureka and in Woodford county for a number of years. Mrs. 
Elliott is a charming woman, well able to keep pace with her husband in his 
remarkable career. They have a beautiful home at 422 Wir~dom street, which 
is a popular meeting place .for their many friends in this city. h4r. Elliott's 
religion forms a vital part of his life. He is a prominent and influential mem- 
ber of the First Methodist church of Peoria, and has served' as treasurer of the 
board of trustees for a number of years. 

Through all the varied responsibilities of life, Mr. Elliott has acquitted him- 
self with dignity, fidelity and honor, and won the approbation and esteem of op- 
ponents as well as friends. His experience and energy have been signally dis- 
played in all the enterprises that he has undertaken, and he is eminently a prac- 
tical and true type of lawyer. Democratic in his manners and associations, 
being easily approached by any citizen, yet he is cool, calculating and safe in all 
his legal judgments. A man whose natural abilities would secure him prom- 
inence in any community, he is well fitted to manage the affairs of the great 
railroads, who entrust their affairs to him. Mr. Elliott in the course of a short 
career, has won a worthy place among his fellow citizens. 

ALBERT V. THOA,IL4S. 

Whatever there is glorious in this world is the product of labor, either of 
body or  mind. History is but the record of work. The halls of ar t  display the 
exquisite touch of its hand, cultivated fields blossom and grow to harvest under 
its toil ; busy marts, rising cities, are the treasure house of its deeds. The Creator 
has made work the all-regulating law of man, obedience to which promotes the 
harmony and happiness of the state and society. The symbols most pleasing to 
the great Architect of the Universe, and expressive of the civilization and ele- 
vation of man, are not the sword, the cannon, not the regal crown, but the 
symbols of the great industrial development of .the world. The men in all ages 
who have gone forth into the world of manufacturing and industry are the 
pioneers of earth. A representative man of industry, whose business operations 
have contributed much to make Peoria the thriving metropolis which it is corn- 
ing to be, is Albert V. Thomas, whose name heads this sketch. 
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Mr. Thomas is one of Peoria's recognized business men and an example 
of that kind of success which makes a man a public benefactor. By diligent 
application of his powers to industrial pursuits, and the practice of the essen- 
tial principles of commercial honor, he has advanced steadily until he is now 
at the head of the Thomas & Clarke Cracker factory, one of the greatest inter- 
ests in the city, giving employment to hundreds of deserving workmen and sup- 
porting their families. Mr. Thomas enjoys the satisfaction of having so far 
successfully acted his part in life, and affords an example and encouragement 
to those who are laboring for success. 

Albert V. Thomas was born in Champaign, Illinois, February 11, 1856. IIis 
father was John H. Thomas, a native of Halifax, Nova Scotia. His mother, 
Fannie Edgar Thomas, came from England, and survived her husband many 
years, dying in Peoria in 1909 at the advanced age of ninety-three years. Albert 
V. Thomas was very devoted to his mother during her life, and made his home 
with her continually until her death. Our subject received his education in the 
grammar schools of Champaign and Peoria. When he left school, he became 
connected with railroad work, being first employed as a telegraph operator, and 
then in the city ticket office for  three of the principal roads entering the city. 
This office had the distinction of being the first city ticket office established in the 
city, and was located at 104 North Adams street. About 1887, Mr. Thomas left 
the railroad business to establish the first ~vholesale produce commission house 
in the city. The business started on a humble scale, the first commercial trans- 
action being the sale of one case of eggs. This case of eggs, however, was the 
foundation of a rapidly growing and remarkably successful industrial institution. 
All goods were received in carload lots, and he enjoyed the distinction of import- 
ing into Peoria the first car, each of bananas, oranges, lemons and California 
fruits ever received in this city. In 1899, Mr. Thomas, in partnership with Robert 
D. Clarke, established the cracker and cake factory of Thomas & Clarke, now 
one of the largest and most prosperous industrial institutions in the city. They 
s tar t~d their baliery in the building at 310-312 South Washington street. The 
business grew rapidly from the time of its establishment. I t  was incorporated 
wit11 a large capital stock in 1901, and in 1911, outgrew its quarters, and the 
magnificent new factory at the corner of Bridge and Water streets was built. 
This is one of the largest institutions of its kind in the state. I t  occupies four 
stories and a basement, and gives employment to hundreds of worlimen. Every 
kind of plain and fancy crackers and cakes are baked here, and find a market 
not only in Peoria but in other cities as well. The name of Thomas & Clarke 
on a box of fancy crackers spells deliciousness, cleanliness and careful manufac- 
ture, where it is known. Mr. Thomas, as head of this unique factory, deserves 
the credit of successful accomplishment. H e  stands forth in the business world 
today an example of what a man's determined maintenance of his honest con- 
victions will accomplish. Regular as clockwork in his business habits, watchful 
of his tremendous interests, broad-minded and liberal in his thoughts upon all 
public topics, the only exaction he enforces in his dealings with his fellowmen is 
that he shall be allowed to conduct his business according to his own ideas, 
according others the privilege of like independence. That he knows what he is 
about, that his views are safe, that his position in the world of trade is solid, 
are not left to prediction to prove. The house of Thomas 8s Clarke is a serious, 
successful reality, and the man who directs its policy is clear-headed, self-reliant, 
and an example of what a man can become who starts right and stays right. 

On April 5, 1910, Mr. Thomas was married to Miss Irene M. Morgan, 
daughter of Mr. and ,Mrs. G. S. Morgan, of Boston, l/Iassachusetts. Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas have a charming little daughter, Loraine Saxton Thomas. 

Mr. Thomas has not mingled much in political life. He was elected a mem- 
ber of the board of park trustees in 1908, and this position, to which he was re- 
elected in 1910, his natural love of flowers, trees and outdoor things, led him 
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to accept. H e  has held generally to republican principles in his politics, reserv- 
ing, however, to himself the right to vote independently for the best man. He is 
very prominent in social circles of the city, where his genial temperament, his 
unfailing good nature and his qualities of good-fellowship have won him a high 
place in the esteem of his friends. IIe is a member of the Creve Coeur Club, 
the Country Club and the lllinois Valley Yacht Club. 

Mr. Thomas enjoys the respect and confidence of the l~usiness world and 
the friendship of those whom he meets socially. He has made for  himself an 
enviable reputation as a man of I~usiness, straightforward and reliable under all 
circumstances, courteous and affable to his patrons whom he always endeavors 
to please. He has never l~een known to overreach anyone in business transac- 
tions, I~ut  conducts his affairs along the strictest lines of commercial integrity. 
He possesses, moreover, much business tact as well as executive force and un- 
faltering enterprise. His own labors have constituted the foundation upon 
which he has builded his success, making him one of the substantial business 
men of the community. 

GEORGE A. SJIITH. 

George A. Smitli who for the past ten years has been con~n~ercial agent in 
charge of passenger atid freight business for the Illinois Central Railroad Com- 
pany a t  Peoria, was born at Fredericksburg, Indiana, on the 8th of December, 
1860, and is a son of William H. H. Smith, formerly a traveling salesman, ~ 1 1 0  
has retired, now living in Indiana. 

The education of George A. Smith was completed upon his graduatiotl from 
the high school of Crawfordsville, Indiana, in 1875. The following year he be- 
gan his career as a railroad man in the capacity of messenger in the employ of 
the Logansport, Crawfordsville & Southwestern Railroad Company at Frankfort, 
Indiana. He discharged the duties of this position for three years, during which 
time he also learned telegraphy, and in 1879 was assigned his first position as 
operator. During the succeeding two years he served as operator and agent at 
various points on the same road and at the expiration of that time was appointed 
operator on the Vandalia road. He served in this capacity for a year, following 
which he became cashier in the local freight office of the Chicago & Eastern 
Illinois and the Evansville & Terre Haute road at Terre Haute, remaining there 
until 1886, when he became freight agent for the Evansville & Terre Haute 
Railroad at Vincennes, Indiana. His services were retained in this capacity for 
five years, when he was promoted to the position of chief clerk in the general 
freight office at Evansville. From 1891 to 1892, he was general freight and 
passenger agent of the Ohio Valley Railroad in the same city, while he was sub- 
secluently appointed general agent and superintendent of terminals on the Evans- 
ville & Terre Haute and the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroads at Terre Haute. 
H e  held this position for a year and then became general agent for the Peoria, 
Decatur Sr Evansville Railroad at Decatur and in 1895 he was appointed chief 
clerk in the general freight and passenger department of the sallle road at Evans- 
ville. From 1896 to 1898 he was agent of the continental lines at Peoria, and 
during the succeeding two years he was general agent for the Peoria, Decatur & 
Evansville Railroad at this point. I11 1900 he was promoted to the office of 
commercial agent for the Illinois Central lines at Peoria, and has ever since held 
this position. He has met with success in his career, as he applied himself in- 
telligently and faithfully to the discharge of his duties, thus winning the recog- 
nition of his superiors, who advanced him in accordance with the abilities he 
manifested. In addition to the resl)otisil>ilities of his position, Mr. Smith is 
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chairman of the Peoria & Pelcin conlnlittee of the Central Freight Association 
atld the lllinois Freight committee. 

0 1 1  the 10th of May, 1882, Mr. Smith was married to Miss Jennie Cochran, 
a daughter of Jallles H. Cochran, a hotel man of hlontezuma, Indiana, and they 
are the parents of two children: Marguerite, who is living at home; and George 
c;., a youth of seventeen years, who is also at home. 

Air. Smith is a me~nber  of the Creve Coeur Club, and he also belongs to 
Telllple I,odge, NO. 46, A. F. Pr A. M., and he is likewise affiliated with the 
~{enevolent Protective Order of Elks. H e  possesses the laudable ambition and 
persistency of ptlrpose that invariably win recognition when accompanied by 
loyalty and efficiency such as  he has always manifested. 

IIonesty was ever the watchword of Homer Collins Lines and public opinion 
stamped hi111 as a 111an of excellent character as,well as of splendid business 
ability. I-Ie was prominently known in the financial circles of Peoria for many 
years, serving for almost a quarter of a century a s  cashier of the banking house 
of Zell. I-Iotchliiss Pr Company. Characterization is a difficult task owing to the 
many incidents and interests which enter into the life of every individual, but 
there is no dissenting to the opinion that in all that constitutes the upright man 
and citizen Homer C. Lines was richly endowed. H e  was born in Brownsville, 
Pennsylvania, June 28, 1836, and was a brother of the late Calvin C. Lines of the 
Peoria Sational Bank. In his native town he pursued his education and early 
found employment there as  a clerk in a general store, thus providing for  his 
own living. After a short time, however, he sought business opportunities else- 
where, renloving to Circleville, Ohio, where he spent about six years in various 
occupations. Fronl each experience in life he learned the lesson that it contained, 
and from his faithful performance of each day's duties he found courage and 
inspiration for  the work of the succeeding day. 

The year 1859 witnessed the arrival of Jfr .  Lines in Peoria, and his financial 
condition rendered it imperative that he secure immediate employment. H e  
sought and obtained work in the office of the Robinson Flour Mills. H e  was then 
a young man of twenty-three years, resolutely determined and ambitious. Grad- 
ually, as the years passed, he advanced in the business world and in 1877 he be- 
caine associated wit11 the hanliing house of Zell, Hotchkiss & Company. His 
ability won hi111 promotion to the position of cashier, in which capacity he served 
for twenty-two years, nlaking for himself a most creditable and enviable position 
in the financial circles of the city. I t  has been said that no one is more com- 
petent to speak of the characteristics of an individual than his business associates, 
those who see him in the stress of life where every possible circumstance makes 
demand upon his time, his patience, his energies and his ability. In  speaking 
of Mr. Lines' characteristics Mr. Zell, head of the banking l~ouse, referred to 
his sturdy nature. his good business judgment, his conservatism, his excellent 
character and his unfaltering integrity. H e  not only felt that honesty was the 
best policy but pursued a straightforward course because he believed it to he 
right. H e  thoroughly mastered whatever he undertook, and therefore when 
he entered the field of banking it was with the determination to acquaint himself 
with every feature of the business. H e  contributed to the success of the institu- 
tion with which he was so long connected by reason of his clear insight and his 
indefatigable energy. The banking officials always found him obliging and 
ready. and the patroils of the institution knew him to he a most courteous 
representative. 
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On the 19th of Noven~ber, 1885, Mr. Lines was married to Miss Anna i\Jright 
a daughter of Joseph and Theodosia (Rork) Wright, who were natives of cin; 
cinnati, Ohio, but came to Peoria on the 5th of April, 1848, casting their lot with 
the early settlers here. The father was a pioneer builder and brick mason, and 
aided in the erection of many of the early homes and business blocks of the city. 
At one time he was the owner of eleven acres of land. now situated in. the business 
section of the city, and he platted two additions to Peoria. His daughter, Mrs. 
Lines, was married in Peoria, and for many years she has had an extensive 
accluaintance in this city, the growth and development of which she has largely 
witnessed. By her marriage she became the mother of one child, Isabella S., , 

who is a graduate of Goucher College at Baltimore, Maryland. Mr. Lines was 
a man of firm convictions and never deviated from a course which he believed 
to be right. He possessed, however, much sympathy, was kindly in manner and 
considerate of the opinions of others. His political support was given to the 
republican party, but the honors and emoluments of office had no attraction for  
him. His life conformed to the high standards of the First R/Iethodist Episcopal 
church in which he held membership. He served as president of its board of trus- 
tees and was superintendent of its Sunday school for many years, putting forth 
every possible effort to  promote the growth and extend the influence of the 
church as a factor in the moral progress of the community. His ready repartee 
and quick wit made him a most entertaining companion, and his circle of friends 
was a very extensive one. H e  was yet in the prime of life when called to the 
home beyond, passing away at Fish Creek, Wisconsin, January 7, 1899. He left 
with his family the priceless heritage of an untarnished name. The memory of 
his companionship, his consideration, devotion and love is very dear to those 
who were near to him. In all his life record there was nothing sinister and 
nothing to conceal. He did not fear close investigation of a single page of his 
life history, for he had ever endeavored to render capable service in business, 
to faithfully perform his duties of citizenship and in friendship was loyal. 

James Green, who since 1905 has resided 011 his farm of eighty acres in 
Rosefield township, was born February 5, 1845, in Pittsburg, l'enns>-lvania. 
His parents were Lawson and Sarah (Baker) Green, both of who111 were na- 
tives of Pennsylvania and passed all their lives there. In  their family were 
nine children, of whom James was the fourth in order of birth. 

James Green received his education in Pittsburg and remained at home with 
his parents until he was fifteen years of age, when, in 1860, he came to Peoria 
county, where he was employed as a farm hand for four years, receiving a 
competence of two hundred dollars per year. In 1864 he returned to Pittsburg 
and enlisted in the Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Second Crigade, Second Di- 
vision, under General Philip Sheridan. H e  was in the battle fought from 
Pittsb~zrg to Richmond, a distance of forty-five miles. At the surrender of Lee, 
April 9, 1865, the Second Brigade, Second Division of Sheridan's Cavalry Corps 
took charge of Lynchburg, Virginia, until the war ended and Mr. Green re- 
mained there until his discharge. In December, 1865, Mr. Green returned to 
Peoria and again hired out as a farm hand, remaining there until 1870, when he 
went back to Pittsburg, where he spent six years. In 1876 he again located in 
Peoria, where he worked until 1878 as a carpenter with a bridge gang on a rail- 
road. Subsequently he was in the employ of the Woodruff Ice Company for five 
years. In 1883 he became a member of the police force in Peoria and served a 
term of five years. In 1894 he was elected constable of Peoria township, an 
office which he filled for four years, and during this period was appointed by 
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Cyrus L. Berry, deputy sheriff, in which capacity he served for fourteen con- 
secutive years. In  1905 he bought his present farm of eighty acres, which is 

in Rosefield township. I t  has on it a coal mine which supplies the farm- 
ers for miles around. 

On the 29th of December, 1869, Mr. Green wedded Miss Rebecca A. Race, 
,ho is a daughter of William and 1ciary A. (Frazier) Race, of Peoria. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Green have been born five children : William Edward, deceased ; 
Cllarles C., born July 27, 1874; Harry J., born September 10, 1882, who is super- 
intendent of the coal mine on his father's fa rm;  Myrtle E., deceased; and 
Wilber Morgan, born April 10, 1894, who is now helping to operate his father's 
farm. 

IIr .  Green gives his political allegiance to the republican party and is inter- 
ested in its success and welfare. H e  has been road commissioner for three 
years and is now serving as township supervisor, being elected in 1911. H e  is 
a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. In  whatever relation we find 
him, whether in his official capacity, in business or in social life, he is always 
the same honorable and honored gentleman whose worth well merits the high 

u,l~ich is given him. 

H. I,. HOI.,T. 

I-I. L. I-Iolt, who is connected with the agricultural interests of Logan town- 
ship, was born in Rosefield township on October 5, 1866. His parents were T. 
J. and Eliza (Morris) Holt, the father having been born near 3Ianchester, Eng- 
land, in 1839, and the mother in 1841. In 1843 T. J. I-Iolt came to America 
with his parents James IV. and Ellen (Wilds) I-Iolt, who settled in Rosefield 
township, Peoria county, where they entered one hundred and twenty acres of 
governtllent land. H e  remained on the homestead with his parents until the 
age of twenty when he rented eighty acres in Rosefield township and was there 
engaged in farming until.1863, At  that date he enlisted in the army, serving un- 
til the close of the war when he returned to Peoria county and later went to 
Livingston county where he engaged in farming. In  1370 he removed to Buffalo 
county, Sebraslia, where he homesteaded one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
but after five years returned to Peoria county and resided on a rented farm until 
1893. He  then went to Kansas ~vlrhere he purchased one hundred and sixty 
acre,$ of land, but after a year was again in Peoria county where he rented a 
farm and resided until 1909, at which date he removed to Eden. Here his wife 
died on ; \ l a ~ l ~  7, 1912, and he lives now with his son, Robert RI., a t  Hanna City. 
111 his family were eight children: hlrs. hiaggie Ancirews, of 31cTdean county. 
Illinois; H .  L., of this review; R'Irs. Nellie Copper of Rawlins county, Kansas; 
H. J., of RIcLean county; 141-s. Nettie Collins, of Rice county, Kansas; Alrs. 
Sadie Fuller, of Knox county; R. hf.. of Logan township; and Mrs. Katie ilTat- 
son, who resided in Eden and died there December 10. 1910, at  the age of 
twenty-nine years. 

I-I. L. Holt was reared under the parental roof and remained at home until 
he was twenty-seven years of age when he removed to Kansas where he home- 
steaded one hundred and sixty acres of land, but after three years returnecl to 
Peoria county, renting the John Hart  farm of two hundred acres where he now 
resides, I-Ie engages extensively in raising corn. wheat, oats and hay, and also 
raises yearly a number of horses, hogs and cattle. 

On the 11th of October, 1893, Mr. Holt was united in marriage to 1Iiss Mary 
Green, who was a resident of Rosefield township. They have become the par- 
ents of three children: Everette IiT., aged seventeen; Ruth Elizabeth, aged 
twelve; and Thomas E., aged nine. In  politics Mr. Holt is independent and be- 
lieves in voting for  the man best qualified to fill the office. Socially he is iden- 
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tified with the Modern Woodmen of America. H e  is energetic and industrious, 
using the latest methods in his farming, is a progressive citizen, and is ividely 
and favorably known in his con~n~unity.  

Allen Rosecrans, \vho is one of the successful and progressive farmers of 
Logan township, was born in Ohio on June 13, 1853, the son of J. LV. and 
Eliza (Fisher) Rosecrans, both of whom were natives of that state. In  1870 
the father moved to Peoria county, where he bought one huntlretl ant1 sixty 
acres of land, forty of it being in timber, in Rosefield township, located two 
and one-half miles north of I-Ianna City. I-Ie resided on this farm the remainder 
of his life, dying in 1885, at  the age of fifty-eight yea_rs, ant1 the mother passet1 
away August 3, 191 I,  at the age of eighty-three. 

-Allen Rosecrans was reared under thc pal-ental roof ant1 operated his father's 
farm from 1870 to 1897, when he moved to a farm lit~o\vn as the Cyrus Patton 
place, on which he now resides. It  consists of one hundred acres, which he has 
rented for the past fifteen years, and in addition he also rents one hundred and 
sixty acres belonging to the Applegate & Lewis Coal Company. I-Ie engages 
extensively in general agriculture and is 1;uowtl a s  one of the progressi~e ant1 
prosperous farmers of the comnlunity. 

Alr. Rosecrans \\redded Miss Corine 3IcI7icker ancl to them have l~eerl 1)orn 
the following children : Charles Albert ; Luella IMay and Clara, both of who111 are 
married; Emma, deceased; Franli and Ada, both of \v11om are at home; and 
JIa~tcl, wiio for the past seven years has been engaged in teaching school, having 
received her education in the State Normal School. The mother of these chil- 
dren has since passed away, greatly mourned by her family and a host of friencls. 
In politics Mr. Rosecrans belongs to the republican party, antl he ant1 his fanlily 
are members of the Ilethodist Episcopal church. H e  is a stalwart friend of 
the cause of education and in fact is known throughout the entire community 
as a representative agriculturist and a citizen whose support can be counted ~lpon 
to further any mkasure or movement that will promote tlic \tielfare ant1 pros- 
perity of the county. 

One of the well known attorneys at law in Peoria, who has practiced his pro- 
fession for many years in this city and who has I~uilt  up an enviable professional 
reputation is Charles A. Kimmel, lvit11 offices at KO. 327 Rfain street. H e  was 
1)orn in Sonlerset county, L'ennsplvania, July 5, 1851, the son of Samuel S. and 
JIartha A. (Jol~nston) Kimmel. The father was for illany years engaged in 
merchandising at Stoyestow~~,  Pennsylvania, and died when the subject of this 
review was three years of age. After the death of the father the mother removed 
to I'eoria, Illinois, where she lived until her death, which occurred in 1901. The 
father was I~uried in a cemetery in lkr-rien county, llicliigan, while the inother's 
remains are interred in Springdale cemetery, at  I'eoria. 

Coming to I'eoria at the age of live years, Charles A. I<immel received his 
first educational training in the ~>ublic and high schools of this city. Tle later 
attended the Peoria Sornlal School antl \vorlietl on the home farm in Richwooc1 
tau-nship. I'eoria county, fro111 1867 to 1869. iVhen the mother and sons settler1 
in I'eoria county they had the distinction of riding on the first Rocli lslantl train 
fro111 Chicago wllich ran through to Peoria in IS~G.  From that time the subject 
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of this review has nlade his residence continuously in Peoria county. In 1869 he 
,vas employed in Stark county, Illinois, and in Toulon, that county, took a 
t eac l~~r s '  examination, which he passed satisfactorily. H e  then began teaching 
school and at the same time studied law under the supervision o i  Johnson cY: 
Hopkins. In  the spring of 1873 he gave up the profession of teaching and 
de~lotetl his entire time to studying in the law office of Johnson & Hopkins, with 
W1~o~z~  he renlainetl until 1874, when, passing the required examination before 
the supreme court at  h1ount Vernon, he was admitted to the bar. In  1875 he 

offices in the Cryan building, on Main street, Peoria, where he has 
since engaged in the practice of his profession. From 1874 to 1S8j he served 
continuously as  justice of the peace. He  belongs to the Peoria Ear Association 
and takes an active interest in the affairs of that organization. 

I n  Ilecemher, 1887, hfr .  Kimmel was married in Peoria to Miss Jessie C. 
Henderson, a tlaughter of Ada111 and Margaret B. Henderson, and to them two 
chiltlren have l~een horn: 1:essie 11.. who is now the wife of Charles A. Doo- 
little, an electrician; ant1 C'liarles II., a law student. 

'I'he political allegiance of Mr. Kimmel is given to the republican party and 
he is actively interestetl in political nlatters affecting the state and nation. I le  
is a blue lodge Mason and l~elongs to Charter Oali Camp, 11. IV. A., having been 
one of its first members. The family resiclence is at  No. 600 Fourth avenue, a 
comfortable home which Mr. Kinllnel erected in 1890. During his long and 
j~~ccessful professional career in Peoria he 11as become accluainted with practically 
all the people of the county and his reputation is such that causes are conlnlitted 
to his professional care with the utlnost confidence that they will receive careful 
and skilful attention. The practice which he has built 1111 is a very gratifying one, 
his success having been assured from the time he began the practice of his profes- 
sion in Peoria. 

Caniel Tully, who since 1905 has been engaged in the mercantile business at 
Elmwood, where he is nunlbered as one of the progressive and industrious citizens 
of thg town, was born in Lewiston, August 14, 1868. The father died when 
Daniel Tully n7as only a few months old and the mother ivl~en he was six and 
one-half years old, so that Ize renze~nl~ers practically notlzing of his own parents. 
At the age of seven he was adopted by l\Iichael and Rose (McIntyre) Tully, 
of Elmwood, having been brought to then1 Ily a Catholic priest who at that time 
had charge of the parish a t  Elmwood. 1Iichael and Rose (AIcIntyre) Tully, 
were both natives of Ireland, the former born in County Cavan in 1824, and the 
latter in County Donegal in 1832. While in their youth they emigrated to 
America, settling in Ph~ladelpliia, Pennsylvania, and about 1866 they came to 
Elm\\;ood, where the husband was e~nployecl as a day laborer. I-Ie was always 
an honorable, industrious and popular mall and both he and his \vife were devout 
members of the Catholic church. In  1874 they adopted Daniel Tully, of this 
review, and reared him as carefully and tenderly as they would have their own 
son. They resitled in Eln~rvoocl until their death, ;\Iichael Tully dying January 
2 5 ,  1905, while his wife had passed away several years before, on October 8, 
1898. 

Daniel Tully grew to manlzood in Elmwood, where he received a common- 
school education, and on laying aside his text-books began runnitlg a dummy 
engine which was used on the spur between the Phelps coal mine and the Chi- 
cago, Burlington 8.1 Quincy Railroad, to haul trainloads of coal. H e  was in this 
work for  four years, after which he was enlployed for fifteen years at  different 
places as  a stationary engineer. Subsequently he was connected with the Elm- 
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wood waterworks for one year and then was employed in the Elmwood electric 
light plant for six years. In  1905 he engaged in his present business. 

On the 28th of October, 1896, Mr. Tully was united in marriage to Miss 
~ a t h e r i n e  Zarges, who was born in Peoria county, Illinois, December 8, 1871, 
the daughter of Henry and Mary Zarges, both of whom died when their daugh- 
ter was only a small child. Mr. and Mrs. Tully have become the parents of 
three promising children: Henry, who is one of the leaders of his class in school; 
Lauretta; and Daniel, Jr. In politics Mr. Tully is a democrat but, being broad 
in his views, he believes in voting for the man best qualified to fill the office, 
and both he and his wife adhere to the faith of the Catholic church. All who 
know him have for him the highest regard, for he is always courteous, kind and 
amiable. His marked characteristics are those of a loyal citizen and of a pro- 
gressive business man and fidelity to friends and home. 

X L E X S  CESEDICT FISK. 

I t  may be said with a great! deal of truth that the lives of our successful bus- 
iness men furnish a more satisfactory and practical illustration of "history 
teaching by example" than any other to which tlze attention of our young men 
can be directed, especially that large class of young men who, unbefriended and 
alone, are compelled to  strike out in the bleak world to find, or  make their fu- 
ture sphere and home. While rich and poor live alike in abundance-the former 
in wealth and the latter in hope-it is the great end of a successful life to en- 
courage others to a like achievement. 

Among the men of this stamp, whose foresight in business matters contri- 
buted largely to gain fo r  Peoria her present position, is the gentletnan whose 
name heads this sketch, Alban B. Fink. H e  was the type of the American man 
of business, shrewd, unflinchingly honest, liberal, charitable, remarkably un- 
selfish, and kind to all. His character was a happy combination of strength and 
gentleness.   here is perhaps no citizen of Peoria upon whom the consensus of 
opinion would unite with more unanimity as to the possession of ability, integ- 
rity and general trustworthiness than upon Mr. Fink. Firm, independent, self- 
reliant, he was ever courteous, always ready to listen to sensible suggestions. 
and after having listened, possessed of that strong common sense, rare judgn~ent 
and wide experience which preclude error. 

Alban Benedict Fink led a busy, useful and honorable life, characterized 
by marked devotion to the Catholic church, in which was embodied the faith of 
his ancestors. H e  was born in Somerset, Perry county, Ohio, July 7, 18.47 
Tradition has it that the family are descended from a baron von Fincli. It  is 
definitely known, however, that the name was originally written von l?incl<, ant1 
that John Finck, the grandfather, dropped the "von" from his name when he 
came to America and his sons eliminated the "c." The first named was born in 
the Palatinate in southwestern Germany and with other members of the family 
went down the Rhine, making his way via Hamburg to Cowes, England, and 
thence to America, which was the usual course of travel in those days. Tho 
exact date of emigration is uncertain but information a t  hand places the removal 
in the decade between 1720 and 1730, when between thirty and forty thousand 
Germans landed in Philadelphia and thence removed to different parts of Penn- 
sylvania. John Finck served in the Revolutionary war as a member of the Con- 
tinental army and his four eldest sons were soldiers in the War  of 1812. It 
was about the year 1804 that John Finck removed with his family of twelve from 
Pennsylvania to Ohio, where he received a grant of land from the government. 
Upon the farm, he founded the town of Somerset in Perry county and became 
a prominent and influential pioneer resident of that part of the state. His son 
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Ada111 Fink, the father of Alban B. Fink, was born in Pennsylvania in 1800 ant1 
was, therefore, only about four years of age at the time of the removal of the 
family to Ohio. At one time, he served as a captain, in the Ohio State Miiiria. 
AS a business man, he became well known in Perry county, forming a partner- 
ship with his brother-in-law, Henry Dittoe, for the conduct of a n~erchandise 

in Somerset. H e  purchased his goods in Ealti~nore and other 
caster11 points and transported them over the old National road to Ohio. At 
one time the firm of Fink & Dittoe had as a clerk in their establishment a youth 
by the nalne of Phil H.  Sheridan, who remained with them until he entered the 
West I'oint Military Academy as a cadet and in time becaille General Phil Slieri- 
dan of Civil war fame. Adam Finli, who had been appointed a lieutenant of 
the Ohio Militia hy Governor Jeremiah Morrow in 1818, was serving as cap- 
tain of his company at the time of the outbreak of the i\lexican war, but being 
incapacitated for active field duty, he did not go to the front. At one time ile 
lived in Peoria, representing the house of Tlioinas Drake, who owned one of the 
largest woolea and piece-goods manufactoi-ies in Ohio, the business 11eing located 
at  Circleville. As the representative of Mr. Drake, Mr. Fink remained in Peoria 
froill 1853 until 1857. conducting his business on Fulton between Water and 
Washington streets. Subsecluently, however, he returned to Ohio. where his 
deatli occurred in 18G6. For a long period he had survived his wife who hacl 
passed away in 1849. The Fink fainily were stanch Catholics, the first mass in 
the state of Ohio being celebrated in the home of John Fincli, Sr. Alice (Du- 
gan) I:inli, the ~nothei- of Alban B. Fink, was born in Pcnnsylvallia and was the 
daughter of a pioneer Irish Catholic fanlily of Zancsville, Ohio. Xlban B. 
Fink held strictly to the faith of his fathers during his long life. His religion 
was his supreme concern. I le  was an indefatigable worlier in its interests. No 
call was ever made upon him in behalf of his church, that lie did not gladly 
answer. His religion colored his life, and made him a good citizen and a Chris- 
tian gentleman. 

Hll~an B. Fink was only about two years of age at the time of his mother's 
death. In  1858 he became a resident of Peoria, where he attended school for 
three years, but returned to Junction City. Ohio, about the time of tlie outbreal; 
of the Civil war. There he made his home with his sister and as a clerk entered 
the general merchandise store of his brother-in-law, Joseph R. Icircher. Tn 1866 
he returned to Peoria, where he continued to reside until his demise. H e  was 
promineiitly known in the business circles of the city becoming secretary of the 
old f i~ .n~ of Hart, Hitchcock & Company, and afterward secretary of the well- 
linown firm of Ward. Sell~y & Spurck, plow manufacturers. This eventually 
became the firm of Selby, Starr & Company. H e  then hecame secretary of the 
Handbury Heater Company, conducting at the same time the business of the 
Diamond Meter Company, of which he was secretary and manager. Abnut a 
year before his death, Mr. Fink organized the Peoria lfetal Culvert Company in 
East Peoria and was made its president, continuing in that capacity until his 
demise. 

In all his busiiless dealings, Mr. Fink was characterized by the strictest honor, 
and tlie most unwavering integrity. An indefatigable worlier, he gave his best 
efforts to his business, and its affairs were always conducted in a manner re- 
flecting upon him the greatest credit. H e  was noted for his aptitude in grappling 
with cletails, and for his accurate and keen perception and judgment. H e  was 
a splendid type of the alert, energetic, progressive husiness man, to whom 011- 
stacles were rather as an impetus to renewed labor t lun a bar to progress. 

On the 26th of October, 1887, Mr. Fink was united in marriage to Miss 
Eva Louise Millemann, of New York city. who survives him. H e  left no chil- 
dren, the only surviving member of the family besides his widow is his brother. 
Michael J. Fink. now living in St. Louis. Mrs. Finli is a daughter of Frederick 
and Marv Elizabeth (Hammer) Millemann. Her  father was born in Alsace- 

Tnl. lT-24 
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I,orraine, Germany, February 29, 1800, and died in the United States, July 1- 

1864. In this country he wedded Mary Elizabeth Hammer, who was horn ;; 
Dalsthal, Switzerland. Sovember 11, 1810, and died April 6, 1863. She had colne 
to the United States with her parents, who settled in New Jersey but afterward 
removed to New Yorli city, where both her father and mother died. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Fink was ever a republican. I-Ie held tne111- 
!.,ership wit11 the Comn~ercial Club of both Peoria and East Peoria. He was a 
devoted and practical Catholic all his life, and during most of his residelice in 
Peoria was attached to St. Mary's parish, now called the Cathedral parish. I - I ~  
held membership in various Catholic organizations of the city. He was one of 
the pioneer residents and business men of Peoria, where he resided for alnlost 
a half century, passing away here on May 29, 1911. His death marlied the 

, passing, not only of an honest business man, but of a scholar and a tl~inlier. He 
was a deep reader, and interested intensely in all that pertained to the science 
of astronomy and geology, and was an honored member of the National Gee- 
graphical Society. 

Mr. Fink was a gentleman of culture and refinement, which coupled \vitll 
his genial manners and the warmth of his attachments to friends, secured him 
a high place in the affections and esteem of his circle of acquaintances. His 
heart was ever in sympathy with the sorrows of the unfortunate, and his hand 
ever ready to contribute to the alleviation of distress. But perhaps the richest 
and most beautiful traits of his character were his strong doinestic sentinletlts 
and habits, which impelled him to seek his highest happiness in his l~ome, and 
render him its joy and light. Around his home he shed a benign influence \vhic!l 
was as the summer evening's glow upon the land, which the morning and noon 
had brightened and blessed. H e  died. leaving a record of which his faillily and 
friends are justly proud. 

The history of the organization and development of the firm of Sholl Eroth- 
ers, extensive coal mine owners in Peoria county, with ofices at 308 Woolner 
building in this city, goes hack to pioneer times and is identified wit11 the history 
of the state of Illinois. In 1837 a German boy, Adam Sholl, crossed the Atlantic 
and landed in New Orleans, where he resided for  some time, waiting for naviga- 
tion to open on the Mississippi river. He finally made his way up the Missis- 
sippi to Peoria, Illinois, where he took up extensive tracts of timber and farm 
land and immediately engaged in clearing and cultivating his holdings. In com- 
pany with Harvey Lightner he gained possession of some of the most valuahle 
land in central Illinois and at one time owned a corn field where the Peoria court- 
house now stands. When the partners severed their connection Adam Sholl 
took as his part of the land extensive timber tracts lying along the Illinois river. 
When these were cleared it was found that there was a rich deposit of coal under- 
neath the timber and this Adam Sholl developed into the most extensive coal 
mines in this part of the country. His holdings at this time were very large, 
and, being of a generous nature, he induced several of his relatives to come from 
Germany to aid him in clearing the land and putting it under cultivation ant1 in 
developing his coal fields, and, by so doing, to participate in his prosperity. In 
this manner the comparatively useless tracts of land upon which he had first 
settled were soon turned into valuable and fertile farms and the deposits of coal 
which were found on a great number of them were rapidly developed into 
important m!ning interests. His mining enterprises soon grew out of all propor- 
tion to his agricultural holdings and he became known tl~roughout the county as 
a dealer in coal and an extensive operator in this line of activity. Upon his death, 
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in 1894. a t  the age of seventy-nine years, he had acquired a reputation that went 
bepond local limits as a good and public-spirited citizen. 

The son, James M. Sholl, is a native of Limestone township, having been there 
born on January 4, 1548. H e  received his primary education in the country 
schools of that district and later was graduated from the Peoria high school. 
Ue spent some years immediately following in teaching school, later taking a 
course at the Professor White Normal School. H e  continued his occupation of 
teaching af ter  his graduation from this institution until he was twenty-one years 
of age, when he became associated with his father in the extensive and rapidly 
developitlg coal-mining business with which he has been identified ever since. 
He is one of the dominating figures in the progress of the coal industry of Illinois 
and has a thorough ]<nowledge of the n~ecl~anical details of mining and operating. 
He is active in the business and gives personal superintendence to the various 
branches of the numerous enterprises in \vhich his firm is interested. H e  has 
in his employ in various districts of the county over three hundred miners and is 
responsible for  the vast interests of which he is the head. When Adam Sholl 
died in 1894 he left  to his son James a fifth interest in his property which was 
divided equally among his five chilclren, his coal intekests tlescending to his three 
sons, James, Henry and Samuel, who constitute the present firm of Sholl Broth- 
ers. For many years James Sholl has given the active interest of his life to the 

1 groivth, development and progress of his own and his father's extensive enter- 
prises. H e  has added to his holdings year after year, showing shrewd discrimina- 
tion and a sound judgment in every new investment. H e  owns many valuable 
properties individually and has invested his money for the most part in Peoria 
real estate. H e  is a firm believer in the future of this city and never allows an 
opportunity to pass of expressing his faith in its future greatness. H e  is owner 
of several of the very finest apartment buildings in Peoria and is always ready 
with his aid and cooperation in anything looking toward municipal development. 
Politically he is a member of the republican party but beyond casting his vote for 
the party candidate a t  each election takes no active part in public affairs. 

Mr. Sholl was married in 1873, to Miss Eoisee R. Clauser, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Clauser, pioneer settlers of Tazewell county. They have 
two children: Pearl Aileen, the wife of J. W. 14cDowel1, one of the most promi- 
nent real-estate men of his generatioll in the city of Peoria; and Dr. J. Rex Sholl, 
a practicing physician of this city and at present health commissioner. 

James M. Sholl is well known and widely popular in social circles of Peoria. 
He is a charter member of the Creve Coeur Cluh and active in the Peoria Country 
Club. H e  belongs to the Illinois Valley Yacht Club and is prominent in its many 
social activities. His genius for organization, his power in the management of 
men, his fair dealing and progressive business methods have developed the im- 
mense concern which he inherited from his father into the largest coal-mining 
interest of central Illinois. Mr. Sholl is a worthy son of a father whose career 
in business and social circles has added to the dignity and honor of the state of 
which he was a pioneer settler. 

Samuel P. Winters, who has been president and manager of the Winters 
Coal Company a t  Bartonville since 1893, was born in Peoria county on the ad 
of September, 1859, a son of Samuel and Anna Winters. The  father was a pio- 
neer agriculturist of this district, first coming to Limestone township in 1832. 
He came from Pittsburg via the Mississippi water route to  St. Louis. From there 
he made the trip as  far as possible on the Illinois river. He  settled upon the 
far111 which is now connected with the mining property of his son. He volunteered 
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for  service in the Civil war and served until the close of hostilities. I-Ie was 
honorably nlustered out but never applied for  a pension. He gave his political 
support to the democratic party and held the office of justice of the peace. I-Iis 
death occurred on the 13th of January, 1893, when he was seventy-one years of 
age. His wife died in 1897, at the age of seventy-five years, and they are both 
buriecl in the I-Iollis cemetery. 

Samuel P. l i i n t e r s  pursued his education in the district schools and sub- 
secluently attended the public schools of Pittsburg. Because he was compelled 
to work at an early age he attended night school for several terms. At the age 
of fifteen years, however, he laid aside his text-books permanently and began 
assisting his father on the home farm. At  that early age he had become inter- 
ested in n~ining and as  soon as possible he identified himself wit11 the F.  J. Col- 
lier Coal Con~pany. He  was an  officer and stocl~kolder in that concern and did 
much to further its growth and prosperity. In  1893 he started the present 
Winters Coal Mine and incorporated the Winters Coal Company. He  possesses 
intuitive judgment in regard to mining prospects and properties and their de- 
velopment, and his advice in mining operations is frecluently sought. He has, 
however, not given his entire attention to mining operations, but has also iden- 
tified himself with real-estate interests. H e  owns a block in Eartonville and 
v a r i o ~ ~ s  other properties. 

In  Noveml~er, 1885, Mr. Winters was married, in St. Louis, to Miss Eliza- 
beth Stone, a daughter of bfr. and LIrs. 'CV. H. Stone, of St. Louis. The family 
resicle in a beautiful home in Cartonville, which Mr. Winters erected sotne time 
ago. In politics he gives his support to the republican party and has served 
as  a member of the board of education. His religious faith is indicated by his 
membership in the Methodist church. H e  is prominent in the Masonic order, 
having attained the thirty-second degree. His has been a busy life and yet he has 
never allowed the demands of business to make him forgetful of the little 
courtesies which add so much to life's pleasures. 

The firm of Ednrard Hirle Slr Company has been for many years recognized 
as one of the most progressive and up-to-date printing establishments in Peoria. 
Active in its management, and one of the directors of its comnlercial policy, is 
Lawrence F. Feuchter, who has bee11 secretary and treasurer of the concern since 
its incorporation in October, 1906. The energetic and efficient qualities of 
mind, the broad culture and the degree of education which the printing business 
requires are all dominating factors in the character of Lawrence F. Feuchter, 
and they raised him from a humble place in the trade to his present position. 
Mr. Feuchter is a native Peorian, having been born in that city, September 4, 
1854. His parents were Lawrence and Katherine Feuchter, natives of Germany, 
who came to this country in 1852 and settled immediately in Peoria. The  father 

' 
was a carpenter by trade and was prominent in that line of activity during his 
career in this city up to the time of his death in March, 1909, a t  the age of eighty 
years. H e  was buried in Springdale cemetery, which is also the resting place 
of his wife who died in 1885. 

The  primary and public scl~ools of Peoria afforded Lawrence Feuchter his 
first education which was completed by an eighteen months' course at  a German 
school. H e  then entered upon a position ill a printing establishment, a line of 
business wit11 which he has been identified during his entire active career. He 
first entered the printing office of K. C. Nason, remaining there for  five years 
and becoming thoroughly accluainted with the details of the trade. I-Ie became at1 
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e>;l~ert pressman and his familiarity with the German language and his broad 
jlltelligellce were valuable assets to him in his work. In  1874 he started as a press- 
man with the old Transcript Printing Company but gave up this position after 
olle year to enter the office of 13. S. Hill, where he remained in charge of the 
press roo111 and the various details connected with that office, for nine years. 
In 1884 Mr. Edward Hine bought out the printing establishment of Mr. Xason 
alld in ~~ar tnersh ip  with Lawrence Feuchter founded the business which bears 
his name today. It  grew with increasing rapidity each year and now is one 
of the largest general printing concerns in this clty. The  plant is constantly 
Ileing addetl to ancl at  present has a force of tn-enty-eight employes, all of whom 
are esperts in their line. 

1Ir.  Feucl~tei- has never identified hin~self with ally one political party, keeping 
his interest in ~jublic affairs heyontl the limits of mere partisanship. H e  votes for 
the man 1~7110111 he consitlers I~est iitted for the position but takes beyond this very 
little active 1 art in politics. 1Ie \\as twice married. I-Iis first wife was Niss  
I ~ n ~ i ~ l a  I<allerstrass, whom he married in Peoria in 1878 and \\ho died four years 
later, leaving ollc son, Fred A.,  n ~ h o  is 11011~ associated -1vit11 his father in busi- 
ness. I11 1883, bfr. 1;euchter married Miss ;\nna Oswald, a daughter of l l r .  and . 
l lrs.  Jose1111 Osn~aitl, the former for nlany years a prominent maltster of Peoria. 
Mr. 1;euchter has four daughters By his seco~lcl inarriage: Annie. the wife of 
George l:ernhardt, a farmer of Taze~vell county; Louise, who is a graduate of 
the Greeley school of this city; Certha, who is a graduate of the Peoria high 
school; and Florence, ~ v h o  is now a student in that institution. 

~ I I - .  Feuchter has been a practical printer all of his life and his success in 
rising fro111 a humble l~eginning to the position of secretary and treasurer of one 
of the largest firnls of its kintl in Peoria is the direct result of extraordinary 
ability ancl of power of continuecl and concentrated labor. 

R. J .  Kyle, who resides on his farm which is located on sections 7, 8 and 17 
in Logan township, was born in Xdams county, Ohio, January 23, 1849. His 
parents were William and Eleanor (AIcIntyre) Kyle, both of \vho111 were born 
in Adan~s  county, the father on July 13, 1819, and the mother on July 23, 1824. 
'They came to Peoria county in 1860, settling in Logan township where they pur- 
chased one hundred and six acres of land, wliich is the l~omestead on which R. J. 
Kyle of this review resides. In  their family were eight children of whom our 
subject is the eldest. The others are:  W'illiam G., who was born Xovember 
6, 1851, and is living near LaPorte, Indiana, where he is engaged in farming; 
James Calvin, who was born Xlarcl~ 20, 1853, and is a farmer in Trivoli township ; 
Thomas Franltlin, \vho was born February I ,  1855, and is engaged in farming in 
Logan township; Joseph I-Ierbert, \vho was born March 2, 1857, and is engaged 
in farming in Sedgwick county, Kansas; Albert, who was born February 29, 
1859, and is a farmer in Trivoli township; Mary Eleanor, who was born NIay 28, 
1861, and is living with our subject; and Charles B., who was born December 
14, 1864, and died March 8, 1872. 

R. J. Kyle, being only eleven years of age when his parents removed to  Logan 
township, grew to manhood here and remained a t  home helping his father on 
the farm until 1872. He  then rented land in Trivoli township and was engaged 
in farming the same for thirteen years. In  1885, a t  the death of his father, he 
returned to the old homestead, buyiilg out the other heirs, and has since resided 
here. H e  purchased fifty-one adjoining acres, so that he now has a total of one 
hundred and fifty-seven acres in his farm. He cultivates yearly, about forty- 
five acres of corn, twelve acres of wheat, twenty acres of hay and thirty acres . 



518 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

of oats, using the remainder for pasture. H e  is greatly interested in the raising I 
of live stock, and is a member of the Aberdeen Angus Ereeders' Association. I 
H e  raises hogs, horses and Aberdeen Angus bred cattle quite extensively. 

On the 11th of March, 1880, Mr. Kyle was united in marriage to Miss Ella 
B. Eudd, who is a daughter of Charles and Annis G. (Shaw) Budd of Trivoli 
township. The father was born in New York state and the mother in Ohio. In 
the family of Mr. and Mrs. Budd were seven children: Mrs. Etta D. John, of 
Cambridge, Henry county, this state; Mrs. Katie L. Hayes, of Canton, Illinois; 
Charles August, deceased; George M., who is a molder by trade and resides 
in Canton ; Mrs. Ella Kyle, the wife of our subject; Mrs. Clara Greeg, of Canton; 
and William M., of Chanute, Kansas. Mr. and Mrs. Kyle have become the 
parents of eight children: Guy W., born January I, 1881, a resident of Wichita, 
Kansas; Edna E., born December 22, 1882, the wife of Mr. Showalter, a farmer 
residing near Wichita; Debert, born September 27, 1884, telegraph operator and 
agent at Brighton, Iowa; Ada L., born October 29, 1887, who has completed 
a teachers' course at the State Normal School and is teaching her fourth tern1 
in the Patton scllool; Georgia B., born December 8, 1889, who has also completed 

. a teachers' course and is now teaching in the Pleasant Grove school; Harry E., 
who was born September 30, 1891, and is a clerk in a general merchandise store 
at Eden in Logan township; Florence B., born March 7, 1894, who received a 
diploma in the common school, attended high school one year and is now at 
home; and Gladys XI., born April 5 ,  IYI ,  now attending the common school. 

Mr. Kyle gives his political allegiance to the democratic party and is inter- 
ested in its success and welfare. In all his business and social relations he is 
straightforward and reliable, enjoying the full confidence of those with whom 
he is associated. H e  is a worthy representative of that class of men who believe 
in doing unto others as they wish others to do unto them. 

The consensus of public opinion places Dr. Lewis A. McFadden in a posi- 
tion of distinction not only as a representative of the medical profession but also 
as a man in his relations to his fellowmen and to his city and country. I-G held 
to the high purpose of malting his life a serviceable factor in the world's worli. 
and his history is another proof of the fact that no line of I~usiness is as little 
commercialized as the medical profession. H e  was born March 16, 1848, at the 
old family homestead about six miles from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and is 
descended from Scotch-Irish ancestry. The family, however, was established on 
American soil when this country was still numbered among the colonial pos- 
sessions of Great Britain, and representatives of the name rendered valiant serv- 
ice in the Revolutionary war, and again in the War  of 1812. In the year 1765 
John McFadden, the grandfather of Dr. McFadden, sailed from Belfast, Ire- 
land, for the United States, being at that time a youth of fifteen years. H e  was 
led to this step by the fact that two of his brothers had previously come to Amer- 
ica, one settling in New York where he reared a large family, while the other 
resided for a short period in Virginia and then became a resident of Mainc 
where some of his descendants are still living. John McFadden established his 
home in western Pennsylvania, and after arriving at years of maturity wedded 
Miss Mary McMichaels, who was born in the Keystone state of Scotch-Irish 
lineage. They became pioneer residents of western Pennsylvania, settling near 
the present city of Pittsburg which was then called Fort Duquesne. H e  pur- 
chased several tracts of land in that locality which in time he converted into 
valuable farms. In that period, however, many l~ardships and difficulties 111- 
cidental to pioneer life had to be met. There was constant danger of attacks hy 
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Indians, and a sister of Mrs. John McFadden was killed during an Indian raid 
within a very short distance of her own home, and a young boy by her side also 
met death on that occasion. John McFadden contributed to the substantial op- 
building of the district, however, and aided in reclaiming it for the purpose of 
civilization. H e  continued to make his home in western Pennsylvania until his 
demise, which occurred November 7, 1836, while his wife survived him until 
June 21, 1850, and died at the age of eighty-six. 

Their son, John McFadden, Jr., father of the Doctor, was born in Pennsyl- 
vania in 1807, and inherited the old farm homestead six miles from Pittsburg 
where he resided for  Inany years. To  that home he took his bride, Rachel hl[c- 
Cormicli, whom he wedded December 19, 1837. She, too, was a native of the 
Keystone state, born in 1819, and unto them were born seven sons and three 
daughters of whom one died in childhood, while Joseph D. McFadden was Icilled 
in a railroad wreck at Chatsworth, Illinois, August 10, 1887. Two brothers of 
Dr. AicFadden are still living: John Wilkinson, a general merchant of Vir- 
ginia, Missouri; and M. Thomas, a retired farmer now residing in Nevada. Of 
the three daughters of the family one died in girlhood, and the others are: Mrs. 
Mary Anneta Tombes, of Los Angeles, California: ar,d Mrs. Sallie Jane Pendle- 
ton, of Placentia, California. The father of this family died February I I, 1870. 
and the mother passed away August 25, 1873. 

The ancestral history of Dr. McFadden in the maternal line is an interesting 
one. His grandfather, William llcCormick, was born at sea while his parent5 
were enroute from the north of Ireland to the United States. I-Ie spent his 
youthful days in western Pennsylvania where the family home was establisl~ed, 
and following his marriage to Miss Margaret \Vilkinson of that locality he be- 
came proprietor of an inn on the main-traveled road leading south~vard from 
Fort Duquesne. This was largely patronized by influential men of the state 
and was one of the notable hostelries of the early days. William hlcCormick be- 
came an influential man of his community and \\-as also an officer in tlie \'\'ar 
of 1812. His wife was a sister of General I;Vilkinson, a distinguished military 
leader who, at the time of the inauguration of the war for independence. \vas 
studying medicine. In 1775 he joined a rival company at Eostoli and soon aftel-- 
ward was made captain of a company of New Hampshire troops. He was with 
:\mold in ~ a n a d a  in 1776, and he afterward becanle adjutant general on the 
staff of General Gates. The nest year he was made secretary of the board of 
war but resigned because of trouble wit11 General Gates. In 1791 he led a regi- 
ment against the \LTal~ash Indians and the following year was made brigadier 
general and placed in command of tlie right wing of Wayne's army at the battle 
of llaumee. H e  was connected wit11 the effort to thwart the conspiracy of 
4aron Burr against the government, and in 1805-06 he served as governor of 
Louisiana. With headquarters at Xew Orleans he conducted operations against 
the Spaniards, and in 1813 captured Rlobile, while subsecluently he fought the 
British in Canada and on the northern frontier. H e  spent the latter years of 
his life in Alexico, dying near the city of Mexico in 1818. 

The life record of Dr. McFadden did credit to an honorable and distinguished 
ancestry. His youtl~ful days were spent upon the home farm near Pittsburg. 
and ihe commoii schools of the district afforded him his educational privileges 
llntil he reached the age of eighteen when he entered the Normal School at Leh- 
anon, Ohio. Subsequently he went to Graham Station in western Virginin 
where he engaged in teaching for several terms, spending a part of the time as 
principal of the schools of New l-Iaven. H e  was twenty-two years of age ivhe~i 
he resumed his studies in the collece at Marietta, Ohio. and two years afterward 
matriculated it1 Alount Union College where he continued until 1879 \vhen he 
entered Miami College, taking a progressive course. His professional trainin? 
was received in tlie Kentuclcy School of Rtedicine of Louisville, Icentuclcy, from 
1v11ich he was graduated in 1881. H e  at once entered upon active practice. open- 
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i ~ i g  an ofice in Aurora, Texas. In 1883 he was elected altlerman of the toivn 
and served fo r  two years, his popularity being indicated i)y the tact that llc rt 
ccived the highest nuinber of votes cast for  any candidate on either ticl,et. H~ 
thus iigured pronlinently in the political life as well as thc professional circles 
of Aurora until his removal to llissouri, where he again assunled a lai-ge 1)ra~- 
tice and held public office, being appointed postillaster during I'resident cleye- 
land's first adnlinistration. In  1886 he took a special course at Johns I lol,l,ins 
University at  J3altimore in diseases of the throat and chest, eye and ear. 

Dr. McFadden became a resident of Peoria in 1887 and again his a l ~ i l i t ~  soon 
gained recognition in a large ant1 growing practice. l l i s  worth as a Inall allj 
citizen was also recognized, and in 1855, \vithout his solicitation or bno\\.ledgc, 
James Dolail placed his name before the city council in connection with the call- 
didacy for m e n ~ b e r s h i ~ ~  on the board of health, and 11). a unanimous vote he was 
elected to the office. The  following year, 1889, he was appointetl  count^ pl~!.~~- 
cian by the I~oard of sul>ervisors at  a salary of tiftecn hundretl dollars per !ear, 
and at the esl~iration of his term was reelected to serve two n ~ o r e  years at 
salary of eighteen hundred dollars per annum. For a third tern1 of t ~ v o  !.ear.; 
he was cl~osen to the office, ant1 his record in that ~)ol;itioil nrns ever a mo.st cred- 
itable one. In  1894 he was apl~ointed pension examiner and ill 15g6 was electetl 
alderman of the old first ward, his progressiveness ancl fidelity in office \I ~nniilg 
recognition in a reelection in 1898. Ouce more he was called to office by appoint- 
ment by Mayor Z3ryan in October, 1901, when he 1vas ma<le health commi>sioner 
for  the city. IHe also served as high l~hysician for the 1ntlel)entlent Ortler of 
IToresters for the state of Illinois. :Ill through tllcse years he enjoycrl a good 
private practice ant1 kept in touch wit11 the advanced work of the profession as 
research and scientific investigation constantly 1)rought to light truths of ,na:.lied 
value in professional service. I l e  was lllade examiner for the I'hoeni.; T,ife In. 
surai~ce Company and also the Security Mutual J i f e  Insurance Company, and 
in all professional relations his service was of a lllost valuable character. He 
served as vice president of the Peoria Jledical Society antl was an active memher 
in the State Medical Society. IHe served on the medical staff of St. 1;rancis 
14ospita1, and on no occasion was he ever kno\vn to fail to resl>ond to the call 
of the sick or  needy. His professional duties were discharged with as great 
alacrity for  the poor as for the rich. I-Ie possessed a nlost liindly and sympathetic 
nature, and his helpful spirit prompter1 him to render ~rofessional aid to any 
who might need it, even when he knew that no financial retlluileration coultl be 
expected. 

Dr. RfcFadden was most pleasantly situated in his home life, having beer, 
happily married on the 24th of December. 1872, to JTiss Rachel IT. Richey, of 
Apple Grove, Ohio, a daughter of A. J. and Phebe (Sayre) Richey. She canle of 
the same ancestry as George Washington, her grandmother having been Elizn- 
beth Ball who married Eli Sayre, and was a second cousin of Martha (Ball) 
Washington, the mother of -4merica's forelnost patriot. T o  Dr. and Mrs. Xlc- 
Fadden four children were horn:  Una l ray ,  born April 29. 1878, w11o is the 
wife of Frank Harrison ; Goldie Beatrice, born March 30, 1883, the wife of 
Lester F. Knisely of Peoria; MJalton, born August I ,  1885. who died June 15, 
1893; and Thomas T., born August 1, 1891, at  home with his mother. Dr. Mc- 
Fadden was devoted and loyal in friendship, but his best traits of character \Irere 
ever reserved for his own Iionle and fireside. H e  was a devoted husband and 
father and found his greatest happiness in administering to the welfare of liis 
jvife and children. Dr. and Mrs. McFadden were members of the R'Ietkodist 
church. H e  belonged to the Masonic fraternity. the Knights of Pythias, the 
Modern Mroodmen of America, the Knights of lTaccabees. the Foresters, the 
National Union and many other fraternal or~anizations,  and exemplified in his 
life the beneficent spirit upon which these different societies are founded. He 
greatly enjoyed art, music and travel, and was also a lover of books. H e  read 
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~,~oatlly ancl thought deeply, and from his reading as well as from the practical 
er;I~ei-icnces of everyday life, lie gleaned illally valuable lessons. In matters o i  
citizcnsl~ij) he stood for  all that is inost progressive, while in his profession he 
llel(l to liigh ideals. Countless instances are told of his charity. not only in giv- 
ing l~~-ofcssioi~al  ljut also material aid to those at  whose sicli 1)ed he administered. 
~ [ e  had .the reputatio:~ of rendering more gratuitous mec-lical service than all!. 

physician in the city. I-Iis heart reached out in sympathy to all mailliind 
and his broad hun~anitarianism was again and again manifest in tangible \ \ - a~s .  
It was not a matter of marvel therefore, that the deepest regret was felt nn over!. 
hand when he was called from this life on the 16tl1 clay of Octol~er, 1910. 1-oung 
a~ld  old, rich and poor, mourned his death. Peoria felt the loss of a prominent 
progressive citizen. 

--\DOT,PI-I JVOOLSER. 

\I hile l'eoria nuni1)ers many self-made illen among her citizens none ha\ e 
ever in larger measure tleservecl or uon~manderl the atlnliration and high regard 
of their fellon- to\vnsmen because of l~usiness ability and charitable purpose 
than i\doll>h IVoolner. 11e stood notal>le anlong those who have won success by 
tl~eir ow11 efforts and yet the attainment of ~j ealth was not the chief aim and entl 
of his life. l l e  rejoiced in his prosperity l~ecause of the opportunity which it 
gave hi111 to aid others and few there are who have heen more generous tvith 
their means. 't\-he~$ver he was known he lllade friends and it was thus that the 
death of i\dolpl~ IVoolner brought the deepest regret into nlany of Peoria's homes. 
He was born in Szenitz, EIungary, on the 29th of June, 1841. His  father \\-a> 
a distiller of that country and a inan of considerable lneans and prominence. 
He was enabled to provide his son with good educational advantages, the latter 
becoming a student in the University of \'ienna. ;\lustria. where liberal intellectual 
training prepared him to meet the many responsibilities and duties that devolved 
upon him in later life. 

I t  was in the year 1863 that Adolph I ioolner  came to the United States. 
LYhile he had had good advantages in his youth he brought with him no capital 
to aid him in starting out in the new ~vorld. H e  made his way to Louisville, 
ICentucky, where he mas soon afterward joined by his brothers, Ignatius and 
Samuel. I-Je became connected with the yeast manufacturing industry as an 
employe, and then conducted a business on his own account. In  1870 the brothers 
renlovetl from Louisville to  Peoria and for two years thereafter continued in 
tlie illanufacture of yeast for  distillers. In  1872 they embarked in the distilling 
business for themselves. The  firm was composed of Adolph, Samuel, Ignatius, 
Jacol) and RI. 13. Iioolner,  all of whom were born in Hungary. Their business 
grew rapidly, being founded along substantial lines, and the IVoolner distilleries 
are today aillong the largest in the world. Adolpl~ Woolner became the vice 
president of the busitless which was conducted under the name of the Distillers 
8.1 Cattle Feeders Company, while upon its reorganization the style of the Wool- 
lier Distilling Colllpany was adopted. As success attended their efforts the broth- 
ers hecame prominent factors in business circles in other connections. Adolph 
IVoolner has been termed tlie most ren~arkable member of a remarkable family. 
It seenled that everything he attempted succeeded and yet a careful analyzation 
of his career sho~vs that his advancement had its root in close application. unfal- 
tering energy. keen insight and honorable business methods. H e  figured in finan- 
cial circles of the city a s  one of :he directors of the hIerchants Xational Bank, 
and he was also a director of the Cank of Commerce in Chicago. H e  was sec- 
retary of the Peoria Grape Sugar Company and a t  one time was president of the 
Peoria Board of Trade. As  he progressed in his undertaking he made extensive 
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aad judicial investment in real estate until his large holdings returned to him , 
hat~dsome profit. His plans were carefully formulated and he possessed in a 
remarkal~le degree the ability to coordinate forces and bring them into a harmoni- 
ous whole. 

In  June, 1865, in Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Woolner was married to Rfiss i-lntonia 
Black, a native of Hungary, and a daughter of S. Black. The  family was a 
prominent one in that country and also in Cleveland, Ohio. Unto Mr. ant1 Jfrs, 
blroolner were born three sons and a daughter: Samuel, who married Martha 
Moses; W.  B., who married Hannah Woolner; Alfred C., who married Rose 
Woolner; and Henrietta, the wife of Herman Earr. 

Ere  he left his native land Mr. Woolner had military experience as a soldier 
in the war between Austria-Hungary and Italy. His political affiliations were 
with the democratic party but the honors of office had no attraction for  him. ~ 
H e  was, however, a participant and one of the leaders in every movement and 
project that pertained to Peoria's upbuilding over twenty years ago. He  was 
one of the original owners of the Woolner building, which was the first large 
office building erected in Peoria. This, and many other specific evidences of ],is 
deep interest in the city, and his belief in its future, could be cited, for his activi- 
ties placed him in a prominent position among those who have contributed to its 
advancement. He  was a member of Illinois Lodge, A. F. & A. AT., and of the 
Hebrew congregation of Anshai Emeth, and was also connected with two Jewish 
secret societies, the E'nai Brit11 and Kesher She1 Barzel. Rlr. Woolner, a genial 
man of gracious manner, affable and easy to approach, was possessed not only 
of a great mind but also of a great heart, being notably liberal and charitable. He 
assisted several of his nephews to the extent of ten or fifteen thousand dollars, 
giving freely whenever aid was aslied, and without hesitation or objection. To 
organized charitable movements he was a generous contributor and Peoria 
found him a public-spirited citizen who was deeply and helpfully interested in 
her welfare. Perhaps no better criterion of a man's character can be had than 
the feeling entertained for him by his employes, and it was a well known fact that 
all who were in Mr. Woolner's service liked him while those who had business 
dealings with him entertained for him the highest regard. 

J O H N  IV. HEURISG. 

John W. I-Ieuring, who owns and operates a neat, fish, poultry and oyster 
marliet at  205 S O L I ~ ~ I  831adis~n street, Peoria, was born in Carmi, Illinois, on the 
19th of July, 1573. 

Reared in the town of his birth in the acquire~nent of his education Jolln \V. 
Heuring attended the public schools, later pursuing a colntnercial course in a 
business college a t  Rock Island, from which institution he was graduated in 
1893. H e  began his business career at  the age of twelve years, as  a clerli in a 
grocery store in Cartni where he worlied before and after scl~ool and on Satur- 
(lays. Immediately after leaving college, at  the age of twenty years, he \vas 
made manager of the L. E. West Company of Rocli Island, Illinois, being iden- 
tified with this establishment for five years. At  the expiration of that time he 
became associated with his father in the estal~lishment of a meat market at 
Mackinaw, this state. Four years later he withdrew from this and comiilg to 
Peoria went to worli for Charles Webber as manager of his Adalns street shop. 
H e  resigned this position at the end of a year to enter the employ of J. A. Eng- 
strom, whom he bought out in 1909. Mr. Heuring is a business man of varied 
experience and was well qualified to develop and promote this enterprise and is 
meeting with success. H e  keeps a good assortment of fresh and cured meats. 
fish, game and poultry, the quality of \vl~ich is above question while his prices 
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are reasonable. His customers are accorded courteous and considerate treat- 
ment, it being his policy to strive to accommodate every patron of his estab- 
lishment i f  possible, as he considers that this is the best mode of advertising. 
His shop is neat in appearance and kept in a thoroughly sanitary condition, being 
quipped with an excellent system of refrigeration and every appliance and con- 
venience required in the handling of a stock of this kind. 

At Rock Island, Illinois, on the 13th of September, 1893. Mr. Heuring was 
united ill marriage to Miss Maud Crandall, a daughter of Mrs. Augusta Cran- 
dall. of that city, and they have become tlve parents of one son, Leigh, who is 
now twelve years of age. 

Fraternally Mr. Heuring is a meml~er of the Modern Woodmen of America, 
and in ~~oli t ics  he is a Republican. I-Ie is meeting with the success that inva- 
riably crowns industry and enterprise when intelligently applied and capably di- 
rected, and is a worthy representative of the conlmercial fraternity of the city. 

I -UTHY & 1,OCHER. 

1,utlvy & Loclier, wholesale dealers in fruits, vegetables and produce, located 
at 125 and 127 South Washington street, Peoria, are operating one of the most 
thriving conlmission houses in tlve city. This enterprise was originally founded 
by P. Auer & Company but was purchased in 1903 by Carroll, Luthy & Locher 
and operated under that name for six years. At the expiration of that period, 
in 1909, Mr. Carroll withdrew from the business, his interest being purchased 
by 1,uthy & Locher, the present owners, who have ever since been conducting 
it uncler that name. They are both business illen of enterprising and indus- 
trious methods, tvlvo by reason of their close application, sagacity and foresight 
have nvanaged to greatly extend tlve scope of their activities during the period 
of their ownership. Their thorough lino~srledge of the business, progressive 
ideas ant1 excellent business policy have enabled them to build up a good trade 
and they now give employilvent to fifteen men and use four teams in their de- 
livery departn~ent. The firm stands high in the esteem of local commercial 
circles and is recognized as one of the lvvost substantial and firmly established 
concerns of the kind in the city. 

Fritz G. Luthy, senior partner of the firill of Lutliy & Locher, was born in 
Appenzell, Switzerland, on the 8th of Octoher, 1872, and is a son of Gottfried 
T~~tlvy. The father was likewise a native of S\vitzerland and there he followed 
the wagon maker's trade. 

In  the acquirenlent of his education Fritz G. Lutlly attended the common 
sclvools of his native land and after the completion of lvis studies he entered the 
wagon shops. He  remained in his native land until he had attained the age of 
twenty-four years, when at the earnest solicitation of his friends who assured 
11itn that he could find inucl~ better opportunities in a business way in America 
than in Europe, he decided to come to the United States. H e  located in Peoria, 
which was his destination in 1896, and immediately thereafter found employ- 
ment in the produce house of P. Auer & Company. From his earliest childhood . 
he had been trained in habits of thrift and industry and out of his salary he 
managed to save sufficient means to later enable him to buy stoclc in the company. 
He reivlained in the employ of this firm until 1903, when he became associated 
with his friends, Mr. Carroll and Mr. Locher, in the purchase of the business of 
P. Auer & Company. Mr. Luthy is a man of many excellent qualities and is held 
in high regard by all \vho have dealings with hiin and numbers many friends 
anlong the business men of his acquaintance. 

In  AAppeivzell, Switzerland, on the asst of August, 1893, hIr. Luthy was united 
in marriage to Miss Bertha Saxer, and to them has been born one daughter, 
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Bertha, whose birth occurred on the 22d of Soven~ber ,  1894, and who is attending 
school. 

The  family are all members of the Reforined German Evangelical church, 
and Mr.  Luthy has attained high rank in the Masonic fraternity and is affiliated 
\siitl~ the Schiller Consistory and the Shrine. He  is also a member of the Swiss 
society. 14r. Luthy is a mail of nlore than average ability and efficiency, as Ile 
has demonstrated during the period of his residence in the United States and is 
meeting with excellent success in the tlirection of his interests. 

E n ~ i l  Locher, the other illenlller of the iirni of Luthy & Locl~er was l)orn in 
Switzerlancl on L\l)ril 8 ,  1878, his I~irthplace I~eing L4ppe~lzell. I-Ie is a son of 
Conrad Locher, a butcher 11y trade. nrho enligrated to the United States srith his 
family in 1891, settling in I'eoria. 

-4s he was a lac1 of thirteen years \.\hen he acconlpanied his people to tile 
United States- in 1891, Emil Locher I~acl already acquired I~ i s  elementary e t l ~ 1 ~ ~ -  
tion in the government schools of his native lantl. In order to I~etter qualif\- him- 
self for a business career, after the fanlily located in I'eoria he attencletl I : ro\ \ l~ '~ 
Gusiness College for a year. iLThen he first enterecl the I-anlcs of the wage earners 
he folloned various occupations until 1896 when he fount1 eml)loyment ~vitli P. 
l iuer  & Company. H e  cotltinuetl to be identified \vith this company until 1903, 
when together with Mr. Carroll and 11s. Luthy he engaged in business for him- 
self. EIe has been very successful ant1 is now recognized as  one of the forenlost 
voung commission illen in the city. 111 the develol~rnent of his interests lie has 
estal)lished an excellent reputation for trustworthiness ant1 rel ia l~i l i t~ ant1 is held 
in high esteenl 11y all who have had t ransact io~s with him. 

In this city on the 21st of January, 1902, hlr. Locher was unitetl in marriage 
to Miss Rose Luthy. a daughter of Gottfried 1-uthy ant1 a sister of Fritz I.uthy, 
?,lr. Locher's partncr, and to the111 have been 1)orn two children : Idill\., \\ho is 
seven years of age; and E n d ,  Jr., \vho has passed the fifth anniversary of his 
birth. 

Mr. 1.ocher is affiliated with the i\Tasonic fraternity and is a meml)ei- of 
3lolian1n1etl Shrine. H e  also helongs to the Swiss Society, the Peoria Commercial 
ancl the Jmpletnent Dealers' clubs. I i e  is a man of sterling worth and integrity 
anrl is highly regarded in business circles ainong \vhose members lie numl):.rs 
111any f rietlds. 

Egbert N. I:urt, treasurer of the IZdward A. I'ratt Audit Company, has been 
active in the afiairs of that concern since its organization in 1909 and has heltl 
his present position since Septeinl~er I ,  I ~ I O ,  when the business was incorporated. 
He was born a t  Ogdensburg, Xew Yorli, June 3, 1854, a so11 of Franklin S. and 
Olivia A. ( Swan) Curt. The family is of English origin but has been in Xillerica 
since the eighteenth century. Henry Ijurt, the first representative of the name 
in this country, was a member of the English parlianlent and founded the family 
in the United States in colonial times. Dean Liurt, the grandfather of our sub- 
ject, served in the American arnly in the Revolutionary war, Franklit1 S. lJurt, 
the father, was a tanner in Ogdensburg, Kew York, in \vliich city he osvned a 
large manufacturing plant. I Ee also engaged for  a nurnl)er of years in the \vool- 
pulling business and died in 1898, at  the age of eighty-three years, his wife sur- 
viving him for several n~ontlis. 

Egl~er t  IT. Curt received his early etlucation in the pul~lic schools of Ogdens- 
burg and was graduated from the high school of that city, H e  afterward tooli 
a course in t1:e State S o r ~ n a l  School a t  Potsdam, New Yorli, finishing his educa- 
tion a t  the age of eighteen years. Afterward he came to Chicago and 1)ecaine 
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,,tivel? interested in the hardware business but subsequently gave his time and at- 
tention to his duties as office manager of the American Audit Company. H e  held 
:his position for seven years but previous to that time had been connected with 

other companies of the same nature. This gave him practical experience 
in auditing and accounting and he gained a reputation for expert worlimanship. 
1-1, llad a natural talent for systematizing and organizing and for detailed worl; 
of all Iiinds. His reputation along this line was so high that ~vhen Mr. Pratt in 
Igog left Chicago lo establish a branch of the auditing business in Peoria, Illi- 
nois, l l r .  Burt became one of the organizers of this company and has been con- 
nected ~vith it since that time. The business was incorporated under the firm 
name of the Edward A. Pratt Audit Company on September I ,  1910, and Egbert 
x. Curt was elected to the position of treasurer. The business is at the present 
time one of the largest of its kind in Peoria. I t  does the accounting and auditing 
for n~ost of the industrial concerns of the city and makes a specialty of new sys- 
tems for office management. In all of this worli Rfr. Gurt has been an active 
and prominent factor and his expert linowletlge, systematic mind and capacity 
for detailed work have been valuable assets in the upl>uilding of a great business 
institution 

On r\ugust 2, 1875, Mr. Curt was united in marriage, at Ogdensburg, New 
York. to Miss Annie AI. Smith, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George itr. Smith, 
the former being general passenger agent for the Northern Transportation Com- 
pany. Mrs. I3urt's parents are both deceased and are buried in the Protestant 
ceilletery at Ogdensburg, Xev- York. Mr. and Mrs. Burt became the parents of 
four children: George S., a stenographer; Charles R., auditor for the Morgan 
1,aundry Company; Alice O., the wife of. Paul McCaslin, general insurance 
agent with offices at 4 Dearborn building, Chicago, where he also manages the 
affairs for the Continental Casualty Company; and Franklin E., a pupil in the 
Peoria high school. The family reside at 504 Hamilton street, Peoria, and have 
many friends in this city. 

blr. Burt gives his allegiance to the republican party but does not take an 
active part in local political affairs. His fraternal affiliations are confined to the 
Masonic order in which he has attained the rank of the chapter. H e  holds a posi- 
tion of responsibility in a large and rapidly growing business concern and his 
ability, resource and expert knowledge are dominating influences in the growth 
and uphuilding of the corporation with which he is identified. 

Edward E. Hale, manager of The Eagle Mining Company, has been identified 
with the business interests of Peoria for more than twenty years. He was born 
at Athens, Illinois, on the 4th of July, 1855, and is a son of Alexander and Elvira 
(Letnmon) Hale. In the paternal line he is of German extraction, his grand- 
father, John Hale, having been born in Freiburg, Germany, whence he emigrated 
to the United States in ISIS, first locating in Ohio. From there he later removed 
to Illinois, and for many years the family resided in Athens, where Alexander 
Hale, the father, engaged in the lumber and mercantile business. H e  was living 
retired at the time of his death, which occurred in 1904, at the venerable age of 
eighty-two years. He' is  buried in the cemetery at Athens, and the mother, who 
is still living, continues to make her home in the latter city. 

The preliminary education of Edward B. Hale was acquired in the public 
schools of his native town. After Ieaving high school he pursued a course in the 
State Normal School at Normal, Illinois, preparatory to teaching. H e  first en- 
gaged in this profession in 1876, but concluding that a business career offered 
better opportunities and greater advantages, he gave up his profession at the 
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expiration of six years. H e  subsequently took a course in the Bryant 8: Strat- 
ton Business College, after which he accepted the position of teller and book- 
keeper a t  the Bank of Athens. In 1885, he severed his connection with this 
institution and became booklteeper and general manager of the Athens Coal 
Company, which was controlled by practically the same company. On the ~~t 
of August, 1888, he resigned the latter position and on the fourth day of the 
same month he came to Peoria as an employe of the J. M. Walter Coal Corn- 
pany. On August 4, 1889, he entered the employ of Watkins & Company, an 
enterprise which subsecluently became the property of H. W. Lynch. Mr. Hale 
was retained in the same capacity after the change of ownership and has ever 
since been identified with the company. In addition to his duties in this con- 
nection he is general manager of The Warsaw Coal Company, of Edwards, 
Illinois; and is secretary of the Rockwell Ice & Fuel Con~pany at Rocli Island, 
Illinois, and Davenport, Iowa. He also is manager of his extensive agricultural 
interests. 

At Springfield, Illinois, on the 19th of February, 1885, Mr. Hale was united 
in marriage to Rfiss Myrta E. Tilton, a daughter of William and Augusta Tilton. 
The father was one of the pioneer merchants of that city. Five children have 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hale, as follows: John T., superintendent of the 
electrical department of the Kenosha Gas & Electrical Company of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin; S. Eennita and Augusta M., both of whom have graduated fro111 the 
local high school; and Herbert S. and Harriet I., who are still attending school. 
The family live at 409 Ravine avenue, where they own a very pleasant residence 
which was erected in 1893. 

Mr. Hale is a member of the Creve Coeur Club and in his political views he is 
a stanch republican. H e  is a very capable man in his line, possessing executive 
ability of a high order, a well trained mind and a retentive memory, which 
qualities enable him to summon to his command at any and all times a vast 
amount of data relative to the various interests that are in his charge. 

JACOI-: TER VEES. 

Jacob ter Veen, manager of The Illinois Warehouse Company, located at Har- 
rison and South Water streets, has been a resident of Peoria since March, 1908. 
H e  is a native of Germany, his birth having occurred in West Rhauderfehen, in 
the province of Hanover on March 9, 1869, and is a son of C. H. and Engeline 
ter Veen. The parents, both of whom are now deceased, passed their entire lives 
in Germany, where the father was a sea captain, and are buried in the Lutheran 
cemetery at West Rhauderf ehen. 

The education of Jacob ter Veen was pursued in the schools of his native 
land until he was a lad of twelve years, when he laid aside his text-books and 
went to sea with his father. H e  was put through the usual training, finishing 
as an able seaman at the expiration of his period of service. I-Ie remained at 
sea until he was twenty-four years of age, and during that period he visited every 
port in Africa from Morocco to Capetown, and his ship once cast anchor at the 
island of St. Helena. At the age of about twenty years, in January, 1889, he 
entered the German navy, and soon after receiving his discharge in September, 
1891, he went to England and engaged in the merchant marine service for two 
years. At the expiration of that time he decided to come to the new world. 
So early in 1894 he took passage for the United States, landing in New York 
city. From there he came direct to Pekin, Illinois, and on March g, of that year, 
obtained employment with the Acme Harvester Company. H e  began in the 
capacity of laborer, but early manifested such general efficiency that his employ- 
ers considered him for a more responsible position and promoted him from , 
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+illle to time until he became general foreman. H e  continued in their service 
until the 19th of March, 1908, when he resigned his place to become manager 
of The Illinois Warehouse Company of this city. Although he has only been a 
resident of Peoria for four years, Mr. ter Veen has made a very favorable 
impression in local business and commercial circles and is highly regarded by all 
who have transactions with him. 

At Pekin, Illinois, on the 7th of October, 1896, Jacob ter Veen was united 
in marriage to Miss Maggie Beckmann, a daughter of Carl and Caroline Beck- 
mann, the former a retired farmer of Green Valley, this state. Four children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. ter Veen, as follows : Carl Cord, who is a student 
in (the high school ; Caroline and Henry L., who are attending the Lincoln school ; 
and Wilhelm J., who was born December 16, 1907. The family reside at 921 
Third avenue. 

Rlr. ter Veen was reared in the faith of the Lutheran church. His fraternal 
relations are those of the Masonic order in which he holds membership in the 
chapter. Ever since granted the right of franchise he has given his political 
allegiance to the republican party, and while residing in Pekin served as city alder- 
man for four years. Mr. ter Veen is a man of many estimable qualities, not 
least of which is his loyalty to the land of his adoption, and while he strongly 
admires many of the institutions of the fatherland, he has never had any occa- 
sion to regret becoming a citizen of the United States, as he has prospered in his 
undertakings and holds an honored and respected position in the business circles 
of this city. 

Death often calls from our midst those whom we can ill afford to lose, and 
such was the feeling which swept over the city of Peoria when William W. Rob- 
inson was called from this life. I t  was a.spirit of duty and of self-sacrifice that 
brought him to the end, his life being practically given for the safety and benefit 
of others. Indeed, in his life record there was much of a heroic mold, and yet he 
made no claims for himself, living a quiet, unassuming life, feeling it to be his 
duty to use his talents and powers to the best possible advantage in the profession 
of journalism which he chose as a life work. H e  was at different times connected 
with a number of the leading newspapers of the state, and at the time of his 
demise was city editor of the Star of Peoria. 

hlr. Robinson was a native of Cleveland, Ohio, born in 1875, and in early 
youth accompanied his parents in their ren~bval to Colorado where his mother 
died. The father afterward married a niece of Robert G. Ingersoll, who indeed 
proved a mother to the boy, and it was through her aid and encouragement that 
he entered Boulder University of that state for the pursuit of a college course 
which he completed with high honors. After leaving the university he turned 
his attention to mining which he followed at Cripple Creek. Later he lived the 
free, unrestricted life of a cowboy, and was thus engaged when the Spanish- 
American war broke out. H e  then enlisted as a cavalryman in the regular army 
and was sent to Cuba where he served through the entire conflict. When his 
military experience was over he came to Peoria and entered the employ of R. 
Herschel & Company. His ability, ho-wever, seemed manifest in literary lines 
and he entered the employ of Hull & Rennick at the time they purchased the 
Herald-Transcript. Subsequently he entered the field of newspaper publication 
in Chicago, becoming one of the editors of the Inter Ocean, and upon his return 
to Peoria he accepted the position of city editor of the Star, continuing in that 
connection until his demise. One of the local papers said of him editorially: "He 
was a prudent, careful financier, and was in a fair way to achieve a competence 
at the time of his death. His connection with the Crescent Theater has already 
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been noticed. His literary ability was great. H e  was not only an industrious 
news gatherer, but his style was clear, he told an interesting story, and he wrote 
pure, classical English without effort and without affectation. Above and beyond 
all this, however, were the beauties of his private character. Everybody in the 
city was his friend. H e  was loyal to his profession, and he was manly, truthful, 
careful and considerate and absolutely reliable. No man was more popular 
than he among all classes of society, the high and the low. I-Iis leisure hours 
were passed in study in the quietude of his own lloine, and he had before him 
a long life of usefulness when he was thus cut down, almost without warning." 

In 1907 Mr. Robinson was united in marriage to Miss Gretchen Gerdes, a 
daughter of Alt and Katherine (Kastner) Gerdes. Her father was horn in 
Germany, January 5, 1836, and the mother was a representative of an old 
Bourbon family. Mr. Gerdes became one of Peoria's prominent citizens, settling 
here in 1866, after wl~ich he engaged for many years in the grain comnlission 
business. H e  also served for four years as a member of the canal commission, 
and was president of the boartl. I n  1897 he was again called to public office, 
being elected city treasurer of Peoria, but his cleat11 occurred two months later, 
on the 2d of July, 1897. H e  was a prominent factor in the welfare and develup- 
ment of the city, and his labors contributed much to the work of public progress. 
He  \vas ever a man of action rather than of theory and never faltered until he 
had accomplished the purpose for which he set out. His daughter, Mrs. Rob- 
inson, has been a lifelong resident of Peoria and is widely known here. The 
death of 1Tr. Rol~inson occurred May 2 ,  1909, and was of a most tragic character. 
A few n~onths  before he had joined Vernon C. Seaver in equipping the Crescent 
Theater on Rlain street. ~ r o &  the first the enterprise proved a financial success. 
On the night of his demise a filtll in the picture macl~ine took fire and the house 
soon filled with smoke. Mr. Robinson, cool and calm through all the excite- 
ment, assisted the crowd to get out and was himself the l ist  one to leave, feeling 
highly gratified that no one was injured. Suddenly, Mr. Robinson hethought 
himself of the operator and in the belief that the same was still in the burning 
building he again crawled in, feeling his way around in the smoke and flames, 
11ut did not find him for who111 he was looking, as the man had escaped in time. 
Tt was tltere that he inhaled the deathly fumes caused by the burning films which 
resulted in the congestion that within a few hours caused his death. 

TIis personal popularity, his high l~usiness standard, his superior literary 
ability and his devotion to friends and kindred were all qualities that gave him 
a most prominent and enviable place. Years may pass but 11e will never be for- 
gotten by those who were his associates, for his memory is enshrined in the 
hearts of all ~ v h o  knew him. 

CHARLES JT. F IFER.  

Charles M. Fifer  of the firm of Charles 1.1. Fifer &I Company, has been 
engaged in the grain and stock business a t  the Union Stocli Yartls, Peoria, for 
over thirty years. H e  was born at Washington, Tazewell county. Illinois, 011 the 
9th of May, 1856, and is a son of the late Peter Fifer. The father was a well 
l~nown stock and grain nlan of Washington, where he was engaged in business 
until 1870, when he removed to Peoria, continuing to  be identified with the same 
line of activity until his death in 1886. 

The  first fourteen years in the life of Charles M. Fifer were passed in his 
native town, in the public schools of which he pursued his education. H e  ter- 
minated his school days in 1870 when the family removed to Peoria and began 
his business career as a grain and stockman. His training was received under 
liis father's supervision, with \v110111 he was associated until the latter's death, 
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qince which time he has continued operations alone under the firm name of 
Charles &!I. Fifer 8z company. In the operation of his business he has met with 
more than a moderate measure of success and is one of the capable and well 
know11 commission men of this city. 

bb-ashington, Illinois, was the scene of the marriage of Mr. Fifer on the 20th 
of May, 1880, to Miss Ella Baylor, a daughter of John Baylor, a well known 
blacl;smith of that town. Mr. Fifer is a member of the Creve Coeur Club and 
he votes the repttblican ticket. H e  is one of the enterprising and progressive 
busilless men of Peoria, the interests of which he enthusiastically champions on 
every possible occasion. In matters of citizenship he is intensely loyal and public- 
spirited and gives his unclualified indorsement and cooperation to every move- 
ment inaugurated that will advance the municipality or promote the welfare of 
the community along the various lines of human activity. 

I-IERGERT T. CHERRI-. 

I-Ierbert T.  Cherry, vice president of The J. G. Cherry Company and manager 
of the local factory, situated at Korth Water and IIorton streets, has been iden- 
tified with the manufacturing interests of Peoria for the past eleven years. He 
was l~orn in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on the 20th of November, 1878, and is a son 
of J. G. and Mary Ann (Miles) Cherry. The parents were born, reared and 
lnarricd in England, whence they emigrated to America in 1866. They subse- 
quently located in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and there in 1880 the father established 
what is known as factory No. I of The J. G. Cherry Con~pany. This plant, which 
is one of the flourishing industries of Cedar Rapids and is used exclusively for 
the manufacture of creamery and dairy supplies, was the only factory owned 
by the company at the time of their incorporation in 1898. The father passed 
away in 1899, a t  the age of sixty-eight years, and was buried in Linwood ceme- 
tery, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The mother is still living, however, and continued to 
malig her home in the latter city. Mr. Cherry was an active member of the 
Universalist church of Cedar Rapids and for many years held the office of trus- 
tee in this organization. 

Herbert T. Cherry was reared in the city of his birth and there l ~ e  was edu- 
cated, being graduated from the high school with the class of 1897. Imme- 
diately after leaving school he took a position as manager of the commissary de- 
partment of a telephone company that was putting toll lines through Nebraska. 
He retained this position for about six months, subsequently entering the service 
of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad Con~pany as stenographer. 
He nest became a clerk with the R. G. Dun Con~mercial Agency, resigning from 
their service about a year later to take the management of the egg case depart- 
ment of the Cedar Rapids factory of The J. G. Cherry Company. H e  retained 
that position untiI he came to Peoria in 1901 to develop the local plant, which is 
engaged in the manufacture of egg cases exclusively. This factory was estab- 
lished by I-Ierbert T. Cherry and his brother, Lir. L., and has proven to be a most 
lucrative undertaking. In 1 p 5  a change was made, when they occupied the build- 
ing in which their plant is now housed, which was formerly used for a grain 
house but was remodeled and equipped and has proven to be well adapted to 
their purposes. under  the capable direction of Mr. Cherry the business of this 
factory has increased in a most gratifying manner. They are now occupying 
twenty thousand feet of floor space, while it requires the services of forty people 
to fill their orders. 

At Cedar Rapids, on the 21st of June, 1905. Mr. Cherry was married to Miss 
Louise Henderson, a daughter of John B. and Helen (Emery) Henderson, pio- 
neer residents of that city, where for many years the father held the position of 
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secretary of the Farmers Insurance Company. They have a very attractive and 
pleasant residence at 306 North street, that Mr. Cherry erected in the year they 
were married. 

Both Mr. and i\,Irs. Cherry are members of the Episcopal church. His social 
affiliations are with the Creve Coeur, Illinois Valley Yacht and Country Clubs. 
He gives his political ii~dorseinent to the men and measures of the democratic 
party, but is not a politician in the ordinary sense of the word. The success 
that has attended Mr. Cherry in his business career must be attributed very 
largely to his systeinatic methods and well defined purpose toward the achieve- 
ment of which he concentrates every effort, as is manifested in all of his 
transactions. 

Cl-IL-\RLES C. DUTCH. 

Charles C. I)utch llas 1)een a11 attorney at law in Peoria since 1900, engaged 
in general practice. His offices are at No. 502 German Fire Insurance building. 
I-Ie came to Peoria in the year mentioned from Beardstown, Illinois, where he 
was born August 3, 1876, his parents being John and Alice Dutch. His father, 
although educated as a lawyer, turned to the mercantile business early in his 
career and became one of the pioneer illerchants of Beardstown. In addition 
to this pursuit he operated a line of steamboats, barges and grain elevators along 
the Illinois river. His death occurred in July, 1888, and that of the mother in 
February, 1892, both being buried in the Oak Grove cemetery at Beardstown. 

The early education of Charles C. Dutch was acquired in the town of his 
i~ativit '~, there graduating from the high school in 1895. I-Ie then entered the 
literary department of the University of Illinois and after leaving that institu- 
tion went to the University of Michigan, where he took a law course and was 
graduated with the class of 1900, with the degree of LL.B. After his gradua- 
tion he immediately began the practice of his professioil in Peoria where he has 
since remained, and has heen uniformly successful as an attorney. H e  is pro- 
gressive in his desire to keep abreast of the times and is an active member of the 
Peoria Bar Association. 

RIr. Dutch was married at Ceartlstown, Illinois, October 30, 1902, to Miss 
Mae E. Knight, a daughter of John and Augusta Knight. I-Ier father, who was 
a successful farmer in his active career, is now living retired at Beardstown. 
One so11 has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Dutch, Charles K. Dutch. The political 
allegiance of Mr. Dutch is given to the republican party, and he takes an active 
interest in political matters although he never has been a politician in the often- 
implied sense of the word. His fraternal connection consists of membership in 
the blue lodge, while he finds recreation as a member of the Creve Coeur Club 
and the Peoria Country Club. The family reside at 237 Moss avenue, and the 
hospitality of the home is enjoyed by their many friends. 

X1,lERT EWALT. 

.\lbert Ekvalt, who is engaged in farming in Logan township, was born July 
9, 1868, in East Peoria, Illinois. His parents were Elias and Anna (Saboren) 
Ewalt, both of wl~om were natives of Sweden and came to America in the early 
'50s, locating in East Peoria. In their family were two children of whom Albert 
of this review is the younger. 

Albert Ewalt was reared under the parental roof and remained at home until 
1889 when he began farming for himself in Rosefield township on a tract of 
one hundred acres which he rented for or?e year. 111 1890 he removed to a farm 
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of one hundred and twenty-five acres in the same township and resided on this 
land for seven years. Subsequently, purchasing three lots in Hanna City he 
took up his abode there and was engaged in coal mining for three years. H e  
then rented one hundred and forty acres in Limestone township, and after two 
years went to Rosefield township where he resided for four years on a farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres. Later he removed to the Samuel McCluggage 
farm of one hundred and twenty acres on section 9, of Logan township, where 
he now resides and also operates in addition one hundred and sixty acres which 
he rents from J. 13. Miller. Me engages quite extensively in raising corn, ~vheat,  
oats and hay and breeds hogs, horses and cattle. 

On the 3d of Noven~ber, 1889, Mr. Ewalt was united in marriage to Miss 
1,oveday Pillman, who is a daughter of Richard and Mary (Quick) Pillman 
of Roselieltl township. Mr. and Mrs. Ewalt have become the parents of four 
children : Morton E., born January 21, 1891 ; A. E., born June 22, 1893 ; Walter, 
born Septeml~er 11, 1895; and Thelma, born January 2, 1909. Mr. Ewalt is an 
enterprising farmer and a prosperous citizen. H e  is a man well liked and 
highly esteemed, and his efforts contribute sul~stantially to the upbuilding and 

of the interests of his community. 

1-101. L).ISI EI, ROE1 S S O S  SHEEX 

Hon. Daniel Robinson Sheen, the senior partner of the law firin of Sheen 
& Galbraitl~, 403-405 German Fire Insurance building, in Peoria, is an attorney 
of much ability and a mall of extended acquaintance throughout Peoria county 
and the state of Illinois. He was born in this county, November 29, 1852, a 
son of Peter and Melissa (Robinson) Sheen. The  father, \vho was one of the 
pioneers of Peoria county and who assisted in building Jubilee College, was a 
well 1,nown farmer and stocli-raiser, enjoying an excellent reputation in the . 
comn~unity. H e  moved to Woodford county in 1864 and his death occurred 
in 1901 in Tazewell county, and that of his wife followed in 1904, both being 
buried in Springdale cemetery a t  Peoria. 

Daniel R. Sheen received his early education at the district and normal 
schools, after which he attended business college. Early in his life he deter- 
mined upon giving his attention throughout life to the practice of law and im- 
mediately after business college he began reading law with the law firm of 
Ingcrsoll, Puterbaugh Brothers & AlcCune. H e  proved an apt student and in 
June, 1874, was adnlitted to the bar. I-Ie entered upon his professional practice 
by opening a law office btlt later forilled a partnership with T11on1as Black, 
which he continued for a time, after which he entered into professional relations 

I 1~1th &/I. C. Q~i inn  and these two partners remained together until in 1885. 
After the dissolution of that partnership he became associated with R. H. Lovett. 
a connection that endured until 1893, when he again began practicing alone, re- 

1 maining thus until he joined Frank T. Miller, a partnership which continued 
I for seven years. At the end of that period the law firm of Sheen & David was 

forinetl, but Mr. David died on May 7, 1912, and Mr. Sheen then associated in 
I practice with E. J. Galbraith. 

Mr. Sheen was married in Peoria, on the 28th of June. 1876, to Riiss Sarah 
A .  Stiehl, a daughter of Mr. and 1Irs. Gottfried Stiehl, the father being a well 
known grocer of this city. RIr. Sheen is one of the strong temperance advo- 
cates of Peoria and his principles of total abstinence find expression in his 
political views, having been a stalwart member of the prohibition party since 
1876. In  1908 he was the party's nominee for governor of Illinois. H e  was 
elected in 1904 to the forty-fourth general assembly of the state. where he served 
nit11 distinction. I-Ie is a n~cmber of the Pcoria and Illinois Bar L4ssociations 
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wherein his influence is widely felt, taking an active interest in these organiza- 
tions. H e  is a member of the Good Templar lodge, a temperance organization, 
and he is one of its leading supporters. The family resides on Hamilton street 
and the home is noted for  its hospitality to friends and neighbors. The profes- 
sional and political career of the Hon. Daniel R. Sheen is characterized by ability 
and fidelity to clients and principles. His integrity is never questioned and hav. 
ing been a lifelong resident of Peoria county he enjoys the acquaintance of an 
unusually large circle of friends, being made up of representatives of practically 
all the business, professional and social classes of the community. H e  has long 
been recognized as a successful attorney and has for  many years enjoyed a 
lucrative practice. 

THOMAS I,. EIEECK. 

Thomas L. Eibeck is the president of the Peoria Bus & Baggage Line, with 
offices a t  709 South Washington street, and is one of the most prominent men 
in this particular line of activity in the city. H e  has held his present office since 
July, 1911, and has been identified with the baggage business since he was four- 
teen years old. H e  was born in Jubilee, Illinois, May 28, 1866, and is the son of 
Lawrence and Honora Eibeck. The family is of German origin and has been 
in this country for a number of years. Lawrence Eibeck came to Jubilee, Illi- 
nois, as an infant, and spent the early part of his life in that town. He was a 
member of Company K, Seventy-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry during the 
Civil war. H e  came to Peoria from Jubilee in 1873, and took part to  some ex- 
tent in republican politics for a time and served as police officer under F. Hitch- 
cock. 

Thomas Eibeck received his education in the public schools of Peoria, which 
he left at the age of fourteen to accept a position in the baggage department of 

. the Peoria & Pekin Union Railway. At the end of eighteen years' service for this 
corporation he had attained the position of general baggage agent, and his suc- 
cess in this capacity earned him a gratifying reputation. In 1904, while he was 
still connected with the Peoria S: Pekin Union Railway, Mr. Eibeclc bought from 
the Peoria Livery Company the bus and baggage line of which he is the present 
head, and reorganized it in 1907, at which time he was elected vice .president 
and in 191 I,  president. 

Mr. Eibeclc was married in Peoria, on September 17, 1889, to Rliss Lena 
Carroll, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Carroll of Spring Lake, Illinois, the 
former a pioneer farmer of that section of the state. They are both deceased 
and are buried at Manito, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs.,Eibeck have three children: 
Nora G., who is a graduate of the Peoria high school and a bookkeeper with the 
Burrough's Adding Machine Company; Mrytle H., a student at the Jlanual 
Training high school; and Reeda M., now in the grammar grades in Peoria. 
Mr. Eibeck's success in life has been 1-emarkable, and is attributable entirely to 
his qualities of common sense and proper application to business. 

LEONIDAS B. MARTIN, M. D. 

Dr. Leonidas E. Martin is the oldest practicing physician in Peoria, having 
taken up the profession here in 1867. H e  is now living partially retired and yet 
many households in which he has been the loved family physician for inany 
years are loath to have him discontinue his services. Forty-five years' connec- 
tion with the profession here has well established his position as a learned, capa- 
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ble practitioner and his work throughout the entire period has been of an im- 
portant character. 

Dr. Martin was born in Catawba, Clark county, Ohio, March 28, 1845, his 
being Dr. James W. and Mary M. (Gardner) Martin. The father was 

also a practicing physician who followed the profession for twelve years before 
came to Peoria, where he arrived in December, 1861. H e  continued active 

;,I his chosen line of work to the time of his death, which occurred November 5, 
Ig85. He was visiting a sick child when he suffered a stroke of apoplexy and 
life  as at once extinct. 

Dr. Leonidas I?. Rlartin was a lad of six years when brought by his parents 
to Illinois, the family settling first at Fairview, Fulton county, in 1851. He at- 
tended the local schools there until December, 1861, when a removal was made 
to Peoria. H e  then continued his education in the high school of this city and 
in 1864 he entered Rush Medical College of Chicago, where he prepared himself 
for his profession, being graduated from that institution. On returning to this 
citv he entered his father's office, \\rhich was then located at what is now 305 
plain street. Dr. L. 13. Martin became associated with his father in practice 
and after the latter's death continued in the old location. The office has been 
remodeled and additions have been ~nade but Dr. Martin still maintains it in the 
same place in which 11e entered it as a student under his father, nearly fifty 
years ago. This record is unparalleled in the medical llistory of Peoria. It is 
said that for a quarter of a century he did the work of five ordinary physicians, 
being the I~usiest member of the profession in Peoria. He is now practically 
retired, only attending to such cases in ~v l~ ich  his services are insisted upon. 
While he always remained as a general practitioner he did much obstetrical 
~vork, and his slcill and ability in that connection were marked. H e  has served 
for two years as examiner for the pension board and all through his life he has 
kept in close touch with the advancetnent made by the profession-an advance- 
ment that has continually revolutionized the methods of practice. Progress has 
been his watchword and while he has never hastily discarded old and time-tried 
methods the value of which has been proven, he has always been ready to take 
up new ideas which his judgment has sanctioned as of value in checking the 
ravages of disease. 

Dr. Martin was united in marriage, in 1868, to Miss Mary Hughes, of Peoria; 
and unto them have been born eight children, of whom seven are living. Their 
eldest son, Leonidas B., died of appendicitis in February, 1911. The others are: 
Hughes; Maud, the wife of Otho Wakefield, of Chicago; Mabel, the wife of Dr. 
I,. S. Brown, of Hillsboro, Illinois; Ethel; James W. ; Harry;  and Gruce. Dr. 
and Mrs. Martin reside at No. 610 Morton street. Their acquaintance not only 
largely covers the population of Peoria but of the county as well. The hospi- 
tality of many homes is freely accorded them and their genuine personal worth 
has gained for them the warm and enduring regard and friendship of all. The 
life of Dr. Martin has been a serviceable one. H e  has been actuated in his prac- 
tice by broad humanitarian principles as well as by a legitimate desire to attain 
success and his tenderness, sympathy and ready understanding, as well as his 
knowledge of remedial agencies and methods of treatment, have been factors 
in gaining for him his high and well merited reputation as a practitioner. 

JOHX BI. JACK. 

John M. Jack is superintendent of The Barrett Manufacturing Company 
of Peoria, the duties of which position he has been discharging most creditably 
for the past three years. H e  was born in Holyoke, Massachusetts, on the 28th 
of December, 1882, and is a son of the late *Archibald and Mary (\Vallace) 
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Jacli. On the paternal side he is of Scotch ancestry, his father having been born 
and reared in Scotland, whence he emigrated to the United States in 1870. The 
father was a paper maker by trade and followed that occupation first in New 
England and later in Lockport, New York, where he passed away in 1909, at 
the age of sixty years. H e  was buried in the Glenwood cemetery of that city, 
while the mother is buried in Holyoke, where she died in 1885, having attained 
the age of forty years. 

John M. Jacli, who was only a child of three years when his mother passed 
away, was reared in IJocliport, New York, in whose graded and high schools 
he obtained a good, practical education. At the age of fifteen years he laid aside 
his text-books and entered the paper factory of his uncle, John Jack. He was 
employed by this concern for alnlost thirteen years and during that period he 
worl.;ecl himself up through the various departments from a minor position to 
that of assistant superintendent. Thus he acquired a thorough knowledge of 
the various processes incident to the manufacture of paper and increased the 
value of his services to the firm by placing at their command his inherent powers 
of organization and esecutive ability. H e  resigned his position in 1909 and in 
May of that year removed to Peoria, to become superintendent of the plant of 
The Carrett Manufacturing Company, located at the foot of Clark street. He 
is atnbitious and diligent and applies himself intelligently to anything he under- 
takes, striving to master every detail. In his present connection he manifests 
the same general efficiency and resourcefulness that characterized him in his 
previous position, and gives every assurance of developing into a business man 
of n~arlied sagacity and capability. 

At I,ockport, New York, on the 4th of September, 1901, Mr. Jack was united 
in marriage to Miss Sadie E. Ryan, a daughter of William Ryan, a retired lum- 
berman of that city. and to them have been born three children, Thelma C., 
Janet E., and Phyllis, w l ~ o  is seven months old. The two older children are at- 
tending school. The family reside at 907 Jackson street, and both Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack have made many friends during the period of their residence here. 

Fraternally 34r. Jack is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
H e  is a republican and has always taken an active interest in all public affairs 
and local political illatters and was elected police commissioner of Lockport at 
the age of twenty-seven. Here as in his business connections he evidenced fore- 
sight and clear judgment making a high marli as a practical man of well defined 
ideas. Mr. Tack has made a favorable impression on all with whom he has 
come in contact, and his friends prophesy for him a successful future. 

F. B. Bradley Sr Son is a firm name well 1in0w11 in the business circles of 
Peoria. It  stands as a synonym for all that is up-to-date, fashionable, pro- 
gressive and honest in the line of merchant tailor and is the business title oi 
such an establishment at 124 South Jefferson street. The partners in the under- 
taking are Franlc E. Bradley and his son Richard, who have brought to bear in 
the conduct of their interests, broad intelligence, unfaltering activity and conl- 
mendable ambition, holding to high standards of style and workmanship. Their 
patronage has steadily grown, the business developing with notable rapidity 
within the last few years. 

Frank E. Eradley began business in Peoria in 1869 as a merchant tailor and 
from the outset his patronage steadily increased until the store became recog- 
nized as the foremost in its line in the city. H e  was sole proprietor until 1902 
when he was joined by his son Richard B. Eradley, in a partnership relation 
under the firm name of I;. B. Bradley & Son. 



RICHARD 13. BRADLEY 
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Frank E. Bradley was born in Londonderry, Ireland, in 1837, and was, 
therefore, a young man of about thirty-two years when he crossed the At- 
lantic. In 1869 he came to Peoria and from that time to the present he has 
been known in the business circles of the city, his constantly extending trade 
bringing him an ever widening acquaintance. H e  possesses the native wit of 
1,is race and his ready repartee make him in great demand a t  banquets and on 
public occasions. His son, Richard Bradley, was born in Peoria, in 1879, and 
was twenty-three years of age when he purcl~ased a half interest in his father's 
business. Since then he has been a leading spirit in the enterprise, always alert 
and energetic in his efforts to acquaint himself with the newest styles and 

His business dealings are thoroughly reliable and he is spol<en of 
througho~lt' the city in terms of highest regard in coin~mercial circles. It  has 
been said that there is no more popular or highly esteemed resident of Peoria 
than Richard Bradley, who is known to his hundreds of friends as "Dick." his 
cjualities of geniality, wit and unfailing good humor having gained him the 
esteem and warm friendship of his fellow townsmen. H e  is well known in 
the ainateur musical circles of the city aild possessing an excellent voice is 
welcome wherever music holds sway. 

Richard Bradley was married in 1911 to Miss Georgia Harris of Rushnell, 
Illinois. His social nature finds expression in his membership in the Elks. the 
Knights of Columbus, and the Creve Coeur Club, while his interest in Peoria 
and her welfare is evidenced in his membership in the Peoria Association of 
Commerce. Both father and son have a wide acquaintance and a circle of 
friends that is almost coextensive. The long experience and sound business 
judgment of the senior partner are ably supplemented by the laudable ambi- 
tion, energy and enterprise of the young man until the firm name of F. B. 
Bradley & Son stands for all those qualities which are indispensable factors 
in the attainment of conlmercial success at the present day. 

DENISOX H .  RALDWIN, D. D. S. 

Dr. Denison I-I. Ealdtvin, who has been actively engaged in the practice of 
dentistry in Peoria for the past ten years, was born at Tazemell Court House, 
7'irgiilia. on the 5th of Kovember, 1870. In the acquirement of his education he 
attendecl a private school until he was fifteen years of age when he entered Emory 
and Henry College at Emory. L'irginia. H e  continued his studies there for three 
years, a t  the expiration of which time he decided to adopt dentistry for his life 
vocation and he accordingly matriculated in the University of Maryland, at Balti- 
more. He spent two years in pursuing his professional course, being awarded 
the degree of D. D. S. with the class of 1891. In 1894, Dr. Baldwin removed to 
Illinois. locating in Mount Carroll, where he most successfully engaged in prac- 
tice for eight years. From there he came to Peoria in 1902, establishing an 
office in suite 30G. Masonic Temple, where he has since been located. H e  has a 
splendidly equipped office and as he is a practitioner of unusual skill and ef- 
ficiency has succeeded in building up an excellent practice. During tlle period 
of his connection with the profession in Peoria, Dr. Ealdwin has won especial 
recognition through his proficiency, which has brought him much more than a 
local reputation. He is a progressive man, and is constantly striving to improve 
and advance in the profession, and for this reason he has on two occasions 
taken post-graduate courses in Chicago. A pleasing personality, a highly 
skilled and dexterous hand and unusual inherent ability, combined with 
a thorough preparation and an insatiable desire for further knowledge have 
been the dominant factors in the success that has attended the efforts of Dr. 
Baldwin. 
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On  the 9th of January, 1895, at  Mount Carroll, Illinois, was celebrated the 
marriage of Dr. Baldwin and Miss Olive Holmes, and to them have been born 
two children : Kenneth, who is eleven years of age ; and Mark, who is six. The 
family residence is located a t  323 Moss avenue. 

Fraternally Dr. Baldwin has attained high rank in the Masonic order, being 
a member of the blue lodge, chapter, commandery and shrine, and he is also 
affiliated with the Maccabees, Modern Woodmen of America and the lIystic 
Workers, while his connection with organizations of a purely social nature is 
confined to his membership in the Creve Coeur Clul~. In politics he is a re- 
publican and he maintains relations with the other members of his profession 
through his connection with the Peoria County Dental Society, the Illinois State 
Dental Society and the American Dental Association. That the quality and 
standard of Dr. Baldwin's work is exceptionally high is manifested by the fact 
that he has on several occasions presided at clinics given for the benefit of his 
fellon? practitioners at  the meetings of both the state and national associations. 
H e  has met with most gratifying success since locating in Peoria and in addition 
to llis fine private practice is a member of the dental staff a t  the Peoria State 
Hospital a t  Eartonville. Dr. Baldwin is held in high esteem here both profes- 
sionally and socially and has a large circle of friends, whose loyalty and regard 
he has won through his many excellent personal qualities. 

HOS. J U L I U S  S. STARR. 

Hon. Julius S. Starr first came into prominence in Peoria as a member of 
the bar and for twenty-five years continued in law practice here. The ability 
which he displayed in that connection and his qualities of progressive citizen- 
ship recommended him for legislative honors. His  birth occurred in Fallsburg, 
New York, November 3, 1833. His forefathers came to Rlassachusetts before 
King Philip's war and one of the officers who captured the renowned Indian 
chief was a Captain Starr, from whom the family in the present generation trace 
their descent. His parents were Rev. Julius Judson and Eliza (Smith) Starr, 
the former a minister of the Methodist church. The  family moved from Sul- 
livan county, New York, to RIiddleto\vi~, Butler county, Ohio, in 1834, and there 
the father passed away in 1837. His widow remarried in 1842, becoming the 
wife of David Potter, of Middletown. They remained residents of that city 
until 1849, when they came to Peoria. Mrs. Potter, who was born in 1807, 
passed away in 1897, a t  the very advanced age of ninety years. 

Julius S. Starr was less than a year old at  the time of the removal of the 
family to Ohio and in the country schools near Middletown he pursued his 
education. H e  was reared to farm life and followed agricultural pursuits until 
Marcli, 1860, when he came to Peoria and began reading law with Colonel 
Davidson and Judge Williamson, continuing his studies until admitted to the 
bar by the supreme court, May 7, 1862. H e  then practiced law in Peoria for 
twenty-five years and was city attorney in 1872 and 1873. H e  was admitted to 
practice in the United states courts and was accorded a liberal clientage that 
connected him with much important litigation. In  1888, however, he withdrew 
from professional connections to enter the industrial field as  a manufacturer of 
agricultural implements under the name of Selby, Starr & Company. H e  was 
general manager of the business for a long period and finally was elected to 
the presidency of the company. I t  is the generally accepted opinion that a pro- 
fessional man does not make a good business man but Mr. Starr has proved 
an exception to the rule, for  since entering manufacturing circles he has made 
continuous progress and has been at the head of one of the important productive 
industries of the city. 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 545 

Mr. Starr has held various public offices. Aside from serving as city at- 
torney he was a member of the legislature from 1870 to 1874, his reelection being 
the public indorsement of his first term's service. In  1878 he was nominated 
for congress but was defeated by a combination of democrats and greenbacks 
at the time when Senator James G. Elaine was defeated for president. He was 
appointed by President Harrison collector of internal revenue for  the Peoria 
district and held the office for  four years and eleven months or until a successor 
was appointed. On the 26th of January, 1906, President Roosevelt appointed 
him surveyor of customs and he was reappointed by President Taft  in December, 
1911, for another term of four years. AIr. Starr was an .ardent admirer and 
supporter of President Lincoln. H e  attended the first republican convention 
ever held in Peoria county and in fact aided in organizing the republican party 
in this county, and was also present at the national convention that nominated 
Lincoln in 1860. He was a delegate to the national convention when President 
Harrison was nominated and has ever been an earnest worker in political cam- 
paigns. 

On the 18th of September, 1853, Mr. Starr was married to Miss Susan 
Comstocli, who passed away in 1887. In  1889 he married Evelyn Burt. His 
children are : Judson Starr, who married Dollie Schnebly ; Mrs. i\l. E. Pinckney, 
the wife of H. K. Pincltney, president of the Peoria & Pekin Union Railroad; 
Emma, the wife of Charles Kobison, of this city; and George S., who passed 
away about 1907. Julius S. Starr is a member of the Christian Science church 
and in wy?r times held membership with the Union League. His has been an 
active, useful and honorable life crowned not only by success but by the good- 
will, confidence and high regard of his fello~vn~en, who have a t  all times found 
him trustworthy, laboring for the interests of the community, placing patriotism 
before partisanship and never sacrificing loyalty in citizenship to personal ends. 

JOHN RICHARD LOFGRES.  

John Richard Lofgren, who occupies the position of secretary of the Peoria 
Board of Trade, has been identified with business enterprises in this city since 
1886, and has built up for himself in the course of that time a reputation for 

; strict integrity and reliable commercial methods in all lines of business activities. 
I I He was born in Peoria, August 17, 1871, a son of John E. and Augusta J. 
1 Lofgren. His father was a coppersmith and was a general gas and steam fitter 
r for about fifteen years. H e  died in March, 1894, at the age of fifty-one years 

and is buried in Springdale cemetery. H e  is survived by his wife who makes 
her home in Peoria. Both parents were born in Upsala, Sweden, and came to 
this country a t  an early date. 

John R. Lofgren received his education in the public schools of Peoria 
which he left at the age of fifteen, to lnalie his own way in the world as an 
ele.vator operator in the building in which he has offices today. He ran the 

, elevator in the Board of Trade building until that structure burned in January. 
1888. When it was rebuilt he obtained a position as clerli in the office of the 
secretary and held that position through the administrations of S. IVilkinson, *A. 
H. Rugg and K. C. Grier. Upon the latter's resignation, Mr. Lofgren's diplo- 
macy and tact and his unquestioned ability in his chosen position led to his elec- 
tion in January, 1907, to the position of secretary, in which capacity he still 
serves. The Peoria Chamber of Commerce operates as  a stock company and 

I 
John Lofgren beside being its secretary is also on its board of directors. 

Politically Mr. Lofgren is a consistent republican and a firm believer in the 
principles and policies for which that party stands. He takes an intelligent 
interest in local affairs but has never sought public office. He is a blue lodge 
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Jfason, prominent in the Knights of Pythias and holds membership in the 
Knights of Khorassan. In  the Peoria Social Athletic Club he finds that rest 
and recreation necessary to fit him for his daily task. His rise in life has beer, 
rapid and his success along his chosen line of activity has been remarkable. The 
cluality of broad intelligence and liberal judgment and his faithfulness in the 
performance of his duties have been the dominant factors in his progress. He 
is still in the prime of life, active, able and well qualified for  his position. He 
has been successful in the past and can look forward to still greater achieve- 
nients and prosperity during the coming years. 

J. H. BACON, M. D. 

Dr. J. H. Bacon, who has been engaged in the general practice of medicine 
and surgery in I'eoria for  the past six years, was born in Bureau county, this 
state, in 1877. H e  is a son of G. H. and Elizabeth (Phelps) Bacon, the father 
one of the prosperous and highly successful agriculturists of Bureau county, 
Both parents are of English extraction and belong to old colonial families, the 
mother's ancestors having colne to -41nerica on the hlayflower. The father is 
a direct descendant of Daniel Ikcon, who was a captain in the colonial army 
during the Revolution and died on the English prison ship "Jersey." lIis son, 
Ely Bacon, was a captain of a company of New York Illfantry during the War 

, of 1812, and two members of the family. R. W. and C. Phelps, participated in 
the Rebellion. G. I-I. Cacon was one of the early pioneers who fought against 
the Indians, having spent ten years in the west. 

Dr. I3acon was reared on the farm where he was born and accluired his pre- 
liminary education in the district schools in the vicinity of his home. I-Ie suh- 
secluently enrolled in Knox College, where he continued his studies until awarded 
the degree of Eachelor of Science in 1900. I-Iaving decided to hecome a physi- 
cian, he then matriculated in the medical department of Johns Hopiiins Univer- 
sity at Baltimore, receiving his degree with the class of 1904. In order to better 
qualify himself for the practical duties of his profession lie tool\: a position as 
resident physician in the Lakeside Hospital in~n~ediately following his gradua- 
tion, remaining there until July. 1905. Feeling that he was fully conlpetent to 
undertake the responsibilities of a private practice he came to l'eoria and estab- 
lished an office at 2-37 Woolner building, where he lias ever since I~een located. 
During the period of his residence here he has had xn~ple opportunity to p r o ~ ~ e  
his efficiency and is n~in~bered anlong the able representatives of the medical 
fraternity of the city. His preparation has been most thorough and to this he 
brings a well trained mind, fine intelligence and natural aptitude that well clualifv 
him for the arduous and exacting duties of his professiotl. He has built up an 
extensive practice and nuinbers among his patients representatives of many of 
the leading families of the city. Dr. Eacon resides at 202 Cha~nbers avenue, 
where he erected a very pleasant modern residence in 1910. 

H e  is a worthy exemplar of the Masonic order being a thirty-second degree 
5lason of the Scottish Rite and he also belongs to the Shrine. He is a member 
of the Creve Coeur Club and Association of Commerce, and has been president 
of the Men's Sunday Evening Club. H e  talies an active and helpful interest in 
all things pertaining to the betterment of the health and sanitary conditions of 
the city and is vice president of the Pure Milk Dispensary and visiting pliysi- 
cian to the Tuberculosis Dispensary, located a t  310 Chestnut street. H e  main- 
tains relations with his fellow practitioners through the medium of his member- 
ship in the American hleclical Association, the Illinois State Medical, the Peoria 
County and City Medical Societies, having been secretary of the latter organiza- 
tion. H e  serves as chairman of the Medical Relief Co~nn~ittee of the Peoria 
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Society for Prevention of Tuberculosis. He has been surgeon for the Peoria 
Street Car Company and was formerly city physician. Dr. Bacon is ambitious 
and progressive and keeps ,in touch with the development of his professior~ 
through the various medical and scientific journals, and is not so conservative or 
satisfied with present conditions and methods as not to l ~ e  willing to adopt the 
newer theories when assured of their efficacy. 

ELMER E. NYSTROM, hl. D. 

Dr. Elmer E. Kystrom, who on the 14th of December, 1911, was called to 
the position of county physician of Peoria county, is also engaged in attending 
to a large private and hospital practice, having attained a position in professional 
circles that is very creditable for one of his years. H e  was born in Peoria, July 
29, 1884, and is a son of Nelson A. and Sarah (Carlson) Nystrom. The name 
indicates the Swedish ancestry. The great-grandfather, Nels Nystrom, was a 
farmer and later I~ecame a marine in the Swedish navy, when, in accordance 
j\rith the custom of the country, he chose a surname on entering the government 
service, taliing that of Kystrom. H e  died in 1848. The grandparents of Dr. 
Systrom were Erland and Christina Nystrom and the former, tvho was born 
in Oscarshamn, S\vcden, in 1812, died in 1878. Nelson A. Xystrom, the Doctor's 
father, was born in Oscarshamn, April 11, 1842, and in early life learned the 
l~lacksmith's trade wit11 his father. Soon afterward he began taking contracts 
for building stone bridges on the public highways of his native country and in 
1869 came to America, landing at Quebec. From that point he made his way 
to Galesburg, Illinois, where he took up his abode on the 9th of August. For 
nearly a year he was ei~lployed on a construction train of the Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy Railroad. H e  afterward spent two winters in a blacksmith shop of an 
agricultural implenlent factory at llonmouth, Illinois, and in the summer months 
devoted his attention to farin work. H e  also spent six months at blacksmithing 
for the Chicago, Irjurlington & Quincy Railroad Company at Galesburg and in 
1872 he entered the employ of the Xvery Planter Conlpany there. He was 
afterward for  five years connected with the factory of George Brown in Gales- 
Im-g and in 1878 lie secured a position with the Avery Manufacturing Company 
of Galesburg, the predecessor of the great Avery Compaily of Peoria, with 
which he has since been connected. He is the oldest employe in their service and 
~vlien he entered their employ was their only blacksmith. When the plant was 
removed $0 Peoria he \vas made foreman of the blacksmithing department and 
he is now at the head of the wheel department. Honest industry and thrift have 
l ~ e l ~ t  him continuously in the employ of this company and he enjoys the con- 
fidence ant1 regard of those whom he represents in an unusual degree. 

On the 4th of January, 1872, Nelson Nystrom was married, in Galesburg, 
to Miss Sarah Carlson, wlio was born near Oscarshamn, S~veden, in March, 
184S, and is a daughter of Carl and Lena (Pierson) Carlson. They became 
parents of three chilclren, John 1,awrence. Elmer Edwin and Carl August. l'he 
parents are meml~ers of the S\vedish Lutheran church. 

Elnler E. Nystrom was reared in Peoria. where he attended a public school 
and later the Eradley Polytechnic Institute. After completing a three years' 
course in that institution 11e entered Xugustana College at Rock Island, in which 
he spent two years, thus securing a broad literary education as the foundation 
for his professional learning. He prepared for the practice of medicine in the 
Northwestern University Medical College at Chicago and following his gradua- 
lion from that institution in 1909 he spent one year as interne in St. Luke's Hos- 
pital of that citv, gaining in hospital practice the broad experience which is to 
be ohtainecl in no other wajr. H e  thus came to the outset of his professional 
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career in Peoria well equipped for the onerous and responsible duties which 
have since devolved upon him. His practice is growing steadily ant1 along 
gratifying lines. H e  is serving on the staff of the Deaconess' Hospital and after 
filling the position of assistant county physician was appointed to the office of 
COLII I~Y physician on the 14th of December, 1911. 

On the 23d of November, 1910, Dr. Nystroin was united in marriage to 
Miss Elsie Elizabeth Olander, of Peoria. H e  is well known in fraternal circles, 
holding membership in TempIe Lodge, No. 46, F. & A. AT., in the local %rodern 
Woodmen camp and also in the hlaccabee tent. H e  likewise belongs to the 
Fraternal Order of Rangers, to thf: Royal Neighbors, the Fraternal Reserves, 
the Mystic Workers, the Independent Order of Svithiod and the Swedish-Xtneri- 
can Republican Club, of which he is president. In strictly professional lines 
he is connected with the Peoria City Medical Society and the Illinois State 
Medical Society. Through his association therewith he keeps informed concern- 
ing the advanced work being done by the leading physicians and surgeons 
throughottt the country. Moreover, his college training made him thoroughly 
acquainted with modern scientific methods of practice, which he employs most 
effectively in his chosen life work. 

LVAT,TER P. COT- 13URN. 

Walter P. Colburn, president of the Colburn-Uirks Company, is pro~ninently 
identified with the wholesale trade in Peoria, having since its organization been 
the president of this well known drug concern. H e  was born in Bloomington, 
Illinois, February 6, 1543, the son of Dr. E. Yl. and Mary A. Colburn. The 
father was for many years one of the pronlinent practicing pl~ysicians of Peoria. 
The family, which is of English origin, became established in the new world 
shortly after the landing of the Mayflower and among its honored progenitors 
have been many who toolc part in the Indian and Revolutionary wars in colonial 
days. The father died in Peoria in 1895 and the mother passed away in 1905. 
Both were laid to rest in Springdale cemetery at Peoria. 

Walter P. Colburn attended the colnmon and high schools of Peoria, where 
the family took up their residence in 1850. H e  left the high school at the age 
of eighteen years, having learned the retail drug business between periods of 
study, and went to Detroit, Michigan, where for a time lie worked in the drug 
stores of that city. I-Ie later returned to Peoria, where he followed the same 
business. Mr. Colburn was not only an efficient drug clerk but was ambitious 
to make his way in the world and, being economical in his l~abits, he saved out 
of hi? earnings a sum that enabled him in 1863, by interesting other capital to 
join him, to organize the wholesale drug house of Sinlonean & Colburn, which 
was incorporated in 1884 under its present corporate name. Mr. Colburn was 
president of this drug concern from its incorporation and has since retained 
that position. The first place of business was at No. 224 South Washington 
street but the rapid growth of the business necessitated a removal to larger 1 
quarters, the establishment then occupying a frontage of over one hundred feet 
and using five floors. The last change was made to the Swabecker building, only a ~ 
short time ago, and the concern is now admirably situated and equipped for the 
splendid business which it is doing, occupying five stories. They employ a force 
of eighty people on their office and selling staffs. 

I 
In Chicago, on October 13, 1870, Mr. Colburn was married to Miss ~ ' en r i e t t a  

Bishop, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Bishop. The father was 
' 

fornlerly a prominent resident of Peoria. Mr. and Mrs. Colburn have become 
the parents of two children: May, who married G. De F. Kinney, secretary of 
the Colburn-Birks Company and also interested in other important business 
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enterprises of Peoria;  and Walter, who passed away on Marc11 29, 1899, and 
is buried in Springdale cemetery. 

Mr. Colburn is a member of the Creve Coeur and Country Clubs. H e  resides 
in a beautiful home a t  No. 490 Moss avenue, which he erected along the most 

lines in this splendid residential section of the city in 1903. The  same 
business tact, energy and optimism which have figured so largely in the success 

he has achieved have made him not only well known throughout whole- 
sale and retail drug circles in the middle west but have attracted to him a large 
circle of business and personal friends in Peoria and elsewhere, by all of whom 

is held in the highest esteem. By his long, active business career, in which 
has so prominently been associated with the growth and upbuilding of Peoria, 

he has l~een of great service to the city, community and state and richly merits 
the high reputation which he enjoys. 

The Inen who assist in the organization of a business enterprise and in its 
development from huinhle beginnings into a great coinnlercial it~stitution require 
for the work brains and energy of a high order. The  progress of a business, the 
development of its different branches and the direction of its policy need a broad 
intelligence, a capacity for grasping intricate situations. and a ponler for rapid 
all({ concentrated worl;, which few inen possess. Hugo Lucas. president and 
treasurer of the firm of A. Lucas & Son, architectural iron worliers and general 
builders, is exemplifying the truth of this statement. I-Ie is a native of Peoria, 
having been born June 25,  1864, and is the son of -Adam and Fredericka I m a s .  
His father came to Anlerica in 1850 and to Peoria a few years later. I\-here he 
fouildetl the concern of which our subject is the head today. He  has attained 
the age of ninety years ant1 has retired from active participation in business. 

I-Iugo Lucas received his pr in~ary  education in the public scl~ools of this city, 
but laic1 aside his books at the age of fifteen, and at once commenced n~orli in 
his father's factory. I i e  learned the 1)usiness in all its details, working in its 
various clepartlnents until he ol~tained an expert knowledge of iron \vork and 
general l~uilding. At the age of eighteen he entered Parishe's Eusiness College 
where he took several courses in conlt~lercial lines and then again entered his 
father's business, serving in various capacities until he was finally elected secre- 
tary and treasurer, and upon his father's retirement, president, which position 
he now holtls. The  history of the concern of which lie is the head is without 
roillance or glamor and yet having cluietly grown to considerable proportions it 
has becon~e one of the in~portant factors in Peoria's industrial clevelopment. 
LVhen Adan1 Lucas came to this city, he founded a little l~usiness of his own, 
doing general architectural iron work and building. I-Te hegan on a very sniall 
scale, but by his energy, industry, and unre~llitting labor, he soon had the enter- 
prise on a flourishing basis. I t  was incorporated in 1897, under the name of 
A. Lucas & Son, and Adam Lucas retained the presidency until his retirement, 
when the office descended to his son. From the small beginning made by -Adam 
Lucas the business has grown to  1)e one of the large industries of this city. The 
firm makes a specialty of structural work and coal screens. They employ an 
average of fifty people and their plant occupies one hundred and sisty-five by 
two hundred and eighty feet. Ada111 Lucas' administration developed from a 
small beginning a prosperous industry, and the qualities which made hiin a suc- 
cessful nlan were inherited by his son, who upon his father's retirement took 
hold of the direction of the enterprise with an executive ahility, resourceful 
energy and keen business sagacity which had al~vays distinguished his father. 
He has been instrumental in bringing about the expansion of the concern during 
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the past few years. He is in full control of its policies, and directs its new ven- 
tures successfully, and since he took his first position in the firm, has shown 
himself a worthy son of a worthy father. 

Hugo Lucas was married in Peoria to Miss Emily Vonachen, a daughter of 
Mr. and ,Mrs. Frank Vonachen, prominent pioneer residents of this city. >Ir. 
and NIrs. Lucas have one daughter, Marie, attending public school. Mr. Lucas 
has always taken a great interest in educational affairs in this city and was for  
sotlle a director of the Peoria school hoard. I-Ie is a trustee of the I'eoria 
Turnverein. During his business career he has shown a power of initiative 
and a facility of resource which combined with a capability for  management 
have built up one of the important industries of Peoria. 

CHESTER DEWITT CL,-IRKSOS. 

Chester DeWitt Clarkson, who for more than twenty years has been iden- 
tified with the laundry interests of Peoria and is numbered among the leading 
business men of the city, has the added distinction of having attained exalted 
rank in the &lasonic fraternity, being one of the most prominent members not 
only in local circles but in those of the state. His birth occurred in the city of 
Troy, New York, on the 4th of December, 1871, his parents being Francis and 
Josephine (Cole) Clarkson. The father was likewise a native of the Empire 
state, having been born in Poughkeepsie, August 12, 1534, and there he passed 
away in 1901. H e  was reared and married in the state of New York and there 
he resided until 1881, when together with his wife and family he came to Peoria, 
to become superintendent of the Culter & Proctor Stove Company. H e  retained 
this position for sixteen years, at the expiration of which time he retired and 
together with his wife returned to Poughkeepsie, where the mother still resides. 
Francis Clarkson was one of the loyal, patriotic sons of America, who went to 
the front during the Civil war in defense of the Union. H e  was captain of 
Company C, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth New York Volunteers, and par- 
ticipated in twenty-four battles and forty-two engagements, receiving his dis- 
charge in June, 1865. H e  was one of the honored members of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and always took a prominent part in the work of the organiza- 
tion. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Clarkson nutnbered three. 

As he was a lad of ten years when he accompanied his people on their re- 
moval from New York, the education of C. D. Clarkson was begun in the public 
schools of his native city and continued in those of Peoria until he was gradu- 
ated from the high school. In 1891, a t  the age of  twenty years, he began his 
business career by engaging in the laundry bus~ness on South RIadison avenue, 
the enterprise being operated under the name of the Clarkson Laundry. I7rom 
earliest boyhood he manifested more than average enterprise and industry, which 
he expended most intelligently in the development of this undertaking, meeting 
with success. H e  was not easily satisfied, however, his mind being set on 
higher achievements and was incapable of heing diverted from them by either 
obstacles or difficulties, while discouragen~ents, which spell disaster to so many 
ambitious young men, but stimulated him to yet greater efforts. In 1893, just 
two years after he first engaged in business, he purchased the laundry of Dulte, 
Day & Company, while in 1895 he again extended the scope of his activities by 
acquiring the Empire Laundry. H e  incorporated the three and in 1902 erected 
his present magnificent plant, which is one of the largest and most substantial 
in the city and is fully equipped with every appliance and device required in 
the business. His establishment is thoroughly modern in every respect and is 
operated in strict accordance with the very highest standards. With an equip- 
ment such as his it is possible to launder everything from the daintiest and 
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most delicate lace-trimmed garments to the coarsest and most serviceable of 
materials with equally satisfactory results. Mr. Clarkson employs skilled work- 
ers in his various departments, and it is his policy to strive to please the most 
exacting housewife by the quality of his work. H e  punctiliously adheres to a 
definite system and method in the operation of his plant, every department being 
capably directed while the entire establishment is given the closest supervision, 
and to this in all probability can be attributed much of hiS success. 

In this city on the 3rd of May, 1893, Mr. Clarkson was united in marriage 
to Miss Alice AI .  Heidrich, a daughter of Edward C. and Augusta Heidrich. 
The father is well known in local business circles, being president of the Peoria 
Cordage Company and one of the stockholders of the First National Bank. 
Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Clarkson, and in order of birth 
they are as follows: Arthur D., who is a youth of sixteen years; Josephine. 
who has passed the fourteenth anniversary of her birth; and Florence C., who 
is anticipating the celebration of her seventh birthday. 

The family are members of the First Baptist church and he belongs to the 
local Association of Commerce and the Creve Coeur Club. while he maintains 
relations with his conlpetitors through his connection with the Kational Laundry 
Association, being the oldest member of this organization in the city, having be- 
come affiliated with it in 1894. In Masonic circles Mr. Clarkson has become 
widely known throughout the state. He is past master of Temple Lodge, past 
high priest of Peoria Chapter, past thrice illtlstrious master of Peoria Council. 
and past commander of Peoria Commandery, and he is a sovereign prince of the 
Princes of Jerusalem, Peoria Consistory, and an honorary thirty-third degree 
Mason. i i t  the present time he is a grand master of the Grand Council of the 
Royal and Select Masters of Illinois, and he is a past potentate of Mohamtnea 
Temple, Peoria. Ever since becoming identified with the organization he has 
taken a very active interest in all of its work and was instrunlental in building 
the temple in this city and was chairman of the building committee. The 
political allegiance of  Mr. Clarkson is given to the republican party, but he 
has never prominently participated in municipal affairs, although at the last 
election, at the earnest solicitation of his friends, he ran for alderman in the 
fifth ward and is now serving his first term in that capacity. H e  is a man 
of such marked individuality, enterprise and force of character, that with- 
out douht he would have achieved success in any undertaking with which 
he might have become identified. His connection with the commercial activi- 
ties of Peoria has almost reached the quarter of a century mark and during 
that time he has established a reputation for upright principles, honorable meth- 
ods and integrity that is well worth striving for and should be to hiin a source 
of great satisfaction. 

-4LCERT KIEFER. 

There is perhaps today no more important career open to a man than the 
profession of architecture. Upon the ability and artistic sense of the men who 
follow it depend the heauty of our cities, the efficiency of our office buildings. 
the con~fort and luxuries of our homes. One of the most prominent members . 

of this profession in Peoria today is Albert Kiefer, with offices at 410 Woolner 
building, where he has been located since 1893. Albert Kiefer was born in this 
city, June 17, 1869, and is a son of Herman M. and Christina Kiefer. His family 
have been natives of Peoria and residents of this city for over a quarter of a cen- 
tury and have been prominent in this county for over sixty years. Herman Rf. 
Kiefer was one of the most enterprising grain dealers of Peoria and when he died 
in 1906, at the age of seventy-six years, he had acquired a reputation for honor- 
able and worthy methods of business. Christina Kiefer, the mother of our sub- 
ject, died in 1905 at the age of sixty-nine years. 
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Albert Kiefer left the public schools of Peoria at the age of fifteen years 
and continued his education with a private tutor until he was sufficiently prepared 
to enter the University of Illinois, which he attended for about three years and 
a half. H e  studied the profession of architecture in the office of a Chicago firm 
prominent in this line of activity, and returned to Peoria in 1889, to take a 
position as draftsman in the office of Alexander & Son, and in a few years he 
had attained such a degree of efficiency in his chosen field that he was left in 
entire charge of the Peoria office of that firm. H e  started in business for him- 
self in 1893, and for many years carried on a general architectural practice, 
but in 1909 he began to make steel construction the important feature in his 
work. I-Ie now specializes in the erection of factory buildings and many of the 
most inlportant buildings of this kind in Peoria are the product of his brain 
and hatld. The building in which his present offices are located was erected by 
Alexander & Son, when Mr. Kiefer held the position of chief draftsman. He 
built the factorj~ plant of the I-Ierschel Manufacturing Company and was pro- 
fessionally connected with the architectural work of the \Voolner Distilling Corn- 
pany's building and that of the Union Erewing Company. Many of the public 
buildings in Peoria owe their structural beauty and their designing to the skill 
of Albert Kiefer. H e  was the architect of the McKinley and Glen Oak school 
buildings and the designer of many other structures in this city. 

Mr. Kiefer does not identify himself with any particular political party, 
voting for the man whom he thinks is best fitted for  the position or the measure 
of bellefit to the greatest nun~ber. He is pronlinent in the lfasonic order, having 
attained the thirty-second degree, being a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. The 
professioll of architecture in which he has attained such eminence requires a 
peculiar type of education and brain. Mr. Kiefer's work is distinguished for 
ileauty of design, quality of material and the artistic effect of the conlpleted 
building. H e  attributes much of his undoubted success to his habit of close 
application to business, his inherent talent and his desire to satisfy his many 
clients. 

GEORGE K. BEASLEY. 

Prominently identified with the successful members of the bar in Peoria is 
George K. lleasley, who conducts a general practice of law with offices at 105 
North Jefferson avenue. hlr. Beasley, who has practiced his profession in Peoria 
since 1887, is one of the city's native sons, his birth occurring December 3, 1858. 
His parents were IS. I<. and Susan H. Beasley and the father was quite prom- 
inent in Peoria where for many years he was school inspector, and also for a 
long time occupied the position of auditor for the American Spirits Company. 
His death occurred .April 29, 1 9 8 ,  when he had attained the age of eighty years. 
The mother survives him and is still residing in Peoria. 

The primary education of George K. Eeasley was gained in the public schools 
of his native city, but laying aside his text-books a t  the age of seventeen years 
he became a page in the criminal court, a positioli which he held for three years. 
He was then given the position of librarian in the law .library of Peoria and it 
was at that time that he began reading law. H e  diligently pursued his studics 
until 1884, when he was admitted to the bar by the supreme court. He did not 
immediately sever his connection wit11 the law library, however, as he retainell 
his position as librarian until 1886. He then entered the employ of the law firm 
of Stevens, Lee Ps Horton, a position which he held until 1893. when he began 
the practice of his profession on his own account. In the following year he 
formed a partnership with M. G. Leibenstein, an association which lasted until 
1897. After the dissolution of this partnership he again entered the practice of 
law on his own account, conducting it until 1905, whcn he associated himself 
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with Charles T. Kenter, with whom he continued partnership relations for two 
years and since has remained alone in the practice of his profession. 

Mr. Beasley was married in St. Joseph, Michigan, December I, 1904, to Miss 
Lillian F. Moore, a daughter of Charles and Susan Moore, the father a well 
known building contractor. Mr. Beasley has progressive ideas along political 
lines and is an adherent of the republican faith. H e  is an honored member of 
the Peoria City Bar Association and his standing among his professional breth- 
ren is excellent. I n  his fraternal relations he has limited himself to member- 
ship in the Woodmen of the World. The family residence is at 803 Monson 
street. During the many years in which Mr. Beasley has practiced his profession 
in his native city his success has been uniformly pronounced while his long resi- 
dence in the community together with his sterling integrity and genial person- 
ality have won for  him a large number of friends. In  his clientele may be men- 
tioned a number of Peoria's best people and a wide representation of Peoria's 
citizenship. 

HOS. SXIIUEL D. WEAD. 

Hon. Samuel D. Wead, a well 1i110wn n~ember of the Peoria bar and a son of 
Judge Hezeliiah M. Wead, was born at Lewistown, Fulton county, Illinois, Decem- 
ber 23, 185-3 H e  was brought by his parents to Peoria when about two years 
of age and in the schools of that city conlpleted his education, save for two 
years spent in the Xorthlvestern University at Evanston, Illinois. H e  entered 
upon the study of law in the office of Wead 8s Jack, in 1871. Later. his studies 
were directed exclusively by his father. H e  was admitted to the bar in 1873 and 
at once began the practice of his profession, forming a partnership with Julius 
S. Starr which continued about a year when his health failed and for two or 
three years thereafter he was obliged to put aside active work in his profession. 
In 1883 he became a partner of Hon. John M. Niehaus, then states attorney for 
Peoria county, and the relationship thus formed continued until Samuel D. 
Wead's election to the county bench in 1890. H e  made a creditable record 
during his four years' service as county judge, at the end of which term the firm 
of Page, IVead & Puterbaugh was organized, which firm continued until Judge 
Puterbaugh was elected to the circuit bench in 1897. Since that time RIr. Page 
and Judge Wead have continued together in the general practice of the law and 
have from time to time associated with themselves several younger men, the 
present firm being Page, Wead, Hunter & Scully. The ability and standing of 
the firm and of its senior members particularly is perhaps best evidenced by the 
fact that for many years it has continued to have entrusted to it much of the 
most ilnportant law business transacted in central Illinois. 

Judge Wead was elected and served as president of the Peoria County Car 
Association for  the year 1909. In  1910, he was elected as one of the trustees of 

5 Bradley Polytechnic Institute, which position he still holds ; and for more than 
twenty years past, he has held the position of president of the Workingmen's 

1 Loan and Homestead Association, the oldest and perhaps the best known loan 
association in the city. 

In 1858, the subject of this sketch was united in marriage to Miss Grace / Restor, daughter of George L. Eestor and grand-daughter of George C. liestor, 
4 who came to the city of Peoria from Baltimore, Maryland, in pioneer times and 
5 

was the first postmaster and one of the early mayors of Peoria. 
Judge and Mrs. Wead are the parents of five children, Grace E.. Margaret, 

DeForest, Frank IV. and Robert. The  family attends Westminster Presbyterian 
church. 
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I11 politics, Judge Wead has always been a consistent clemocrat, ear1lestly 
interested in the success of those ft~ndametltal principles of governnlent which 
he believes that party best represents, but as  his adherence has been to principles 
and not to men, he has not feared to refuse his support to that party's 
dates when, in his judgment, they did not represent den~ocratic principles, or the 
r~ublic welfare nlade that course desirable. 

GARRET E. THOLIPSON, D. 0. 

Dr. Garret E. Thon~pson, who with a constantly growing patronage is ellgaged 
in the practice of osteopathy in Elmwood, was born at \Vashhurn, Woodford 
county, Illinois, July 4, 1884. H e  is a son of Joseph and Iiachel (North)  Thomp- 
son, the former horn in Greene county, Pennsylvania, and the latter in Wash- 
burn, Illinois. The  father was reared in Pennsylvania and when twenty-one 
years of age came to Woodford county, Illinois, where he l~urchased a farm 
anrl has since resided, an independent ant1 prosperous farmer. I-Ie and his wife 
are  mcmbei-s of the Christian cliurch. I-le is greatly interested it1 the cause of 
etlucation and l~elieves in giving his children the 11est of aclvantages. In his 
fan~ity were two sons, Dr. Garret E.. of this review and Ralph. 

Dr. Garret 1.3. Thompson, reared under the parental roof, attended the public 
SCIIOO~ in \'\jashl>~~rn, Illinois; anrl later completed a high-school course there. 
Xftern-ard he became a student at Kirksville, Alissot~ri, in the L4n~ericatl School 
of Osteopathy, from which institution he was graduated in the class of 1906. 
Subsecluently he located at Elmwootl, Illinois, where he 11as since follo\ved his 
~~rofession.  H e  was the tirst osteopath in Elmi\rood and as the science of ostcop- 
athy is a comparatively new one, he had doul>le worl; in developing his practice. 
I-Iowever, he soon denlollstrated the value of his w0r1.i and his practice is con- 
tinually growing ant1 he has developed a patronage which denlands his entire 
time. 131s office is located just west of the fire station. 

Dr. Thompson is a young man of marlied enterprise. wide-awake and ener- 
getic, Iieeping in touch ~v i th  the world's progress. Aside from his professional 
worli he is a factor in the cotnn~ercial world, being the secretary and treasurer 
of the Peoria Trusswall lranufacturing Company. I-Ie is recognized as one of 
the Ieadi~ig young inen of his town and is greatly interested in all public move- 
ments. Fraternally he is connectetl with the Masonic order, being a member 
of the hlue lodge ant1 also a mcmber of the Model-n Woodmen of -America and 
the Red Aretl. 

Erastus hl .  La~vrence, who since 1903 has lived retired in Elm~vood, was 
born in Coshocton county, Ohio, January I ,  1836, the son of George P. and 
Phoebe (Butler) Lawrence, the fornler born in Pennsylvania in 1800 and the 
latter .in Coshocton county in 1812. Tlie father was reared in the Keystone 
state and when a young man moved to Stark county, Ohio, but later removed to 
Coshocton county, where he o ~ ~ r n e d  a farm, which he rented, was engaged in the 
hotel husiness in New Castle and also conducted a general store there. I-Ie 
purcl~asetl the supplies for his store from Philadelphia and New York, and there 
1)eing no railroads at  that time, brought his goods bacli by canal and was often 
forced to spend as much as three weeks in 'inaking one of these trips. In 1856 
Iic, wit11 his fanlily canle to Peoria county, settling in Elmwood townsllip, where 
he purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land, which he later added to, until 
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he o\\ned three hutidred and forty acres. In  the declining years of his life he 
residetl in Do~lglas. Knox county, Illinois, where he died in 1873, and his wife, 

preceded him by five years, died in 1869. IHe was a republican and both 
he atld liis wife were tneinbers of the PIIethodist Episcopal church. In  his family 
irere eight children, of ivhon~ Erastus I I . ,  of this review, was the third in order 
of birth. 

Erastus M. Lawrence was reared in Coshocton county, Ohio, and attended 
the district scl?ool there. In  1856, when he was twenty years of age, he caille 
to Illinois with his father and relnained under the parental roof, helping on the 
farm until he was twenty-three years of age. H e  then began farming for hiin- 
se l f ,  renting land of his father, and later moved to Oak Hill, Illinois, where he 
ellgaged in operating a general store for one year. Subsecluently he went to 
l)ouglas, Knox county, svhicli n-as then called Summit, and in pa;tnership \vith 

11rother-in-law, M. 0. Harkness, opened a general store and lumberyard and 
also engaged in tlie grain business. I n  1869, when his father renloved to Doug- 
las, he returned to the home farm, purchasing one huntlred and sixty acres of ~ t ,  
and there took up general farming, meeting with great success. In 1903 he 
rel~ioved to Elmn7ood, \\.here lie lives retired. 

On the 6th of Octol~er,  1859. l l r .  Lawrence n-as uilitetl in marriage to 3riss 
Elnrna J. Green, a native of S e w  Castle, Ohio, 1101-11 February 24. 181-3. She 
lvas a daughter of John and Mary Green. both of \\~liom nrcre 11orn in England. 
1Ir. and l l r s .  1-awrence have l~ecome the parents of five children: Mrs. I'lioebe 
Troth, of E11111vood t o \ ~ n s l i i ~ ) ;  1411~ert, who died a t  the age of t\venty-one years; 
Mrs. I lattie I17altlr-on ; l l r s .  ;\linnie \Vill,er : and Mrs. Edna Shivley, a resident 
of Elm\\~ood. 
\ -  In ~~ol i t ics  Mr. Ida\\-rence was formerly a republican but he now belongs to 
the pro11il)ition party. He  is a meml~er of the United Crethren church and while 
resitling in the country served as steward, class leader arid Sunday school super- 
i~ltendent of that churcl~. E-Ie is greatly interested in the cause of educatio~i 
ailcl for several years has heen school director and school trustee. Slr.  La\\.- 
rerlce is n.itlely and favorahl!r lalo\vn for his straigl~tfor~vard and honorable 
methotls l~otli in 1)usiness and social relations, and is numbered a~nong  the lead- 
ing ancl representative citizens of his home town, heing highly esteemed for his 
sterling ~vorth and as a promoter of all that tends to advance the general n-elfare. 

I A-'~ssociation with the leading inedical societies of tlie city and state lieeps Dr. 
1.eonard H. Spalding in close touch with the advancetneilt that is heing made 

1 by the nledical profession, of which he is a worthy representative. For  Inore 
I than three clecatles he has practiced ~nedicine in Peoria, locating here ia January, 

1881. H e  was horn upon a far111 at T2el>anon, RIarion county, I<entucky, Feb- 
ruary I I ,  1845, and is a son of Richard 31. and Nary  Jane (Lamaster)  Spalding. 
His parents were farming people and liis youthful days were spent upon the 
home farm in Kentucky, while liis education was acquired in attendance upon 

r the pul~lic schools of I>el)anon and in St. hlary's Catholic College near that 
place. A t  the time of the m7ar, however, the college was closed and his father 
then sent hinl to a college in ,Alontreal, Canada, where he renlained until after 
the close of hostilities, when he returned home. H e  then supplemented his broad 
literary li~lowledge by the study of medicine in the Vniversity of Louisville and 
he completed liis course in the University of Maryland at Baltimore, where lie 
\vas graduated with the class of 1869. 

Dr. Spalding located for practice a t  Fort V7ayne, Indiana, where he remained 

1 t\vo years. Failing health. however, caused him to give up the active work of 
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the profession for three or four years, after which he returned to Kentucky, 
He then resumed his professional duties, opening an office at Springfield, that 
state, where he continued until 1881, since which time he has been a resident of 

Peoria. His choice of this city as a location was influenced by the fact that his 
brother was bishop of the Roman Catholic church at Peoria. Thirty-one years 
have since come and gone and Dr. Spalding has continually progressed, each 
year seeing him in advance of the position to which he had attained the previous 
year. His financial success has followed his comprehensive study and broad 
experience which are manifest in the excellent results which have attended his 
efforts toward checking the ravages of disease. He holds membership in the 
Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association and has served as health officer of the city. 

Dr. Spalding was united in marriage in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1870, to Miss 
Mary A. Evans, of that city, and unto them have been born seven children: 
John L. ; Anabelle, the wife of P. H. Philbrook ; Leonard J. ; Mary, the wife of 
Robert AI. Lisle, a resident of Galesburg, Illinois; Benjamin J. ; Henrietta; and 
Martin J. The last named is now in Europe studying for the priesthood, pur- 
suing his course at Louvain, Belgium. 

The parents are members of the Roman Catholic church and Dr. Spalding 
is interested in all that pertains to the city's welfare and progress. He has 
cooperated in many movements for the general good, has cast his influence on 
the side of in~l~rovement and has advocated high ideals of manhood and cikizen- 
ship as well as professional service. 

Walter MT. Williams is general tllanager of the Peoria Artificial Ice Company 
at 930 South Washington street, in which capacity he has served since 1909. 
Under his direction the business of the company, which was at first small, has 
grown and developed into extensive proportions and this progress is due in a 
large measure to his efficient and capable service. I-Ie is a native of Macomb, 
Illinois, having been born in that city on September 1, 1884. H e  is a son of 
Dr. 0. NT. and Katherine \Villiaills, the former a prominent veterinary surgeon 
of over fifty years' standing in that district. Dr. 0. IV. Williams served for 
three years and nine months in Company H, Second Illinois Cavalry, in the 
Civil war, and was wagon master of his brigade during two years of this time. 
He died in r906 at the age of sixty-seven years. I-Iis wife's death occurred in 
1886, when she was forty years old, and they are buried together in the Catholic 
cemetery at 31aromb. The Williams family is of Spanish and Iris11 origin. the 
father of the subject of this sketc1-1 having come to America from Spain in his 
infancy. 

JValter Mi. \Villiams received his preliminary education in the public schools 
of Alacon~b and graduated from the high school of that city in rye. He then 
took a private course in electrical engineering and followed that profession from 
1902 until the latter part of 1909. H e  occupied the position of assistant super- 
intendent for the American Bell Telephone & Telegraph Company and later for 
the Interstate Telephone concern of this city. In ~ p g  he resigned the latter 
office to accept the position of general manager of the Peoria Artificial Ice 
Company, in which capacity he is at present engaged. 

He is a member of the republican party and votes this ticket consistently in 
all national issues. He is a member and past grand chancellor commander of 
the Knights of Pythias, is prominent in the Dramatic Order of the Knights of 
Khorassan, and is an active member of the Modern Woodmen of America. Jn 
all relations of life Mr. Willidms has shown himself to be efficient and in the 
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time during which he has been manager of the Artificial Ice Company his marked 
business abllity, iiltelligent service and energy have contributed to the upbuilding of 

I its patronage. 
11r. IVilliams was married, June 11, 1908, to Miss Nellie Morrissey, a daugh- 

ter of 34r. and Mrs. James IMorrissey, the former connected with the National 
Express Company of this city and a pioneer resident of Peoria. Mr. Williams 

a charming home at 307 Hillyer place, which is a pleasant meeting place 
for his many friends. 

I ROBERT J. SCOTT. 

Rol~ert J. Scott, a thrifty and enterprising agriculturist living on his farm of 
orle huntlretl and seventy-eight acres on sections 15 and 16 of Rosefield town- 
ship, tlates his residence in Peoria county from 1886, and since that time he has 
not only been an interested witness but also a cooperative factor in many changes 

, wliich have occurred. He was born in S e w  York, November 8, 1843, and was 
reared and educated in his native state. H e  came to Peoria county in 1886, and 
sllortly after his arrival he rented in Rosefield township a farm which he 
ol~erated for ten years, and in 1896 bought his present home. He engages in 
breeding live stock, making a specialty of cattle, hogs and horses and also raises 

quite a large amount of corn, wheat, oats and hay. His richly cultivated 
farm is-well equipped with all modern improvements and accessories, including 
the latest machinery to facilitate the work in the field. 

Mr. Scott wedded Miss Eliza LaMay of Radner township, and they have 
,- become the parents of five children. 1 hey are: Cora, the wife of James Edward, 

of Pontiac, Illinois; Eva, who married Ernest Rlorley, of Jubilee township; 
Xay, the wife of Ernest Hauser, of Peoria; Robert, at home; and Archibald, 
who died in infancy. 

In politics Mr. Scott is a republican and is greatly interested in local party 
issues. H e  has served as pathmaster of the toivnship. The cause of education 
has always found in him a worthy supporter, and he has relldered his comnlunity 
very efficient service as school director. He is a strong man of excellent judg- 
ment, fair in his views and highly honorable in all his relations with his fellon?- 

JOSEPH F. BOURNE. 

Joseph I;. l?ourne, \vho since February, 1906, has lived retired in Trivoli, 
I Illinois, was l~orn  June 21, 1847, in AIonuinent, Barnstable county, Xassachusetts, 
1 the town ~vhich is now 1in01l.n as Bourne; and is situated sixteen miles from Ply- 

mouth Rock. His parents were Joshua, Jr., also a native of the same to:vn, 
born in rLQo2, and Mary (Caddy) Bourne, who was born in St. Louis, Illissouri, 
in 1817 The paternal grandfather, Joshua Bourne, Sr., was also a native of 
Massachusetts and was of English descent. The father was a sea captain, com- 
manding a sailing vessel, and died in 1854. After his death the mother again 
married, her second union being with Mr. Johnston. She later resided in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. In  the family of Joshua and Afary (Caddy) Bourne 
were eight children, of whom Joseph F., of this review, was the sixth in order 
of birth. Now only three survive, namely: Jerome L., a resident of Bourne, 
Massachusetts ; Julius, of Lehigh, Iowa ; and Joseph F. 

Joseph F. Bourne was seven years old when he was brought to Peoria county 
to live with his uncle, Melatiah Bourne, who had taken up a government land 
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claim in 1834 in Trivoli township. The llame of Trivoli was suggested by the 
uncle when the town was laid out on a part of his farm. Joseph F. E o L I ~ ~ ~ ~  was 
reared on his uncle's farm, attended school at  Trivoli and when twenty years of 

age went to Lee county, Illit~ois, and farmed one year. Afterward he went to 
St.  Louis, Missouri, where he was employed for  six years in the St. I,ouis & 
Iron ,Mountain Railroad Shops as machinist. In 1877 he returned to Trivoli, 
began blacksmitl~ing, and after four years established a shop of his own, which 
he operated until February, 1906, when he retired from active worli. l ie now 
lives in a beautiful new home which he erected in the summer of 191 I .  

O n  the 30th of May, 1875, Mr. Uourne was united in marriage to i\Jiss 
Candace Gillett, a native of Elmwood township, born December 10, 1852. She 
is a daughter of Joel C. and Melinda (Crown) Gillett, the former a native of 
New York state and the latter of Ohio. Her  paternal grandparents, Gardner 
and Phoebe Gillett, were both born in New York and came to Illinois when 
I'eoria was only a frontier town, and took up a government claim in Rosefield 
toll~nship. The parents, Joel B. and Melinda (Crown ) Giliett, came in 1S38 to 
Peoria county, where the father owned two hundred and forty acres of land and 
l~ecame one of the most prominent and successful men of the community. He 
passed away in 1909 and his death was deeply regretted by a host of warm 
friends. The mother is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Uourne have become the 
parents of seven children, namely: Douglas, a resident of London Rlills, Illillois; 
T-Iarry ; .Mrs. Ella E. Davis, of Oregon; Mrs. Enlma Carpenter, of Lena, Illinois; 
Kay and Roy, twins ; and Mrs. Zula Lane, of Cl~illicothe. Illinois. 

In politics R2r. Bourne is a republican and he has served as collector of taxes. 
H e  has been identified since he was twenty-one years of age with the hIasonic 
order, belonging to the hlue lodge. H e  is a man of strong personality and is 
greatly interested in the welfare of the community. His life has been such as to 
give him a high standing in the regard of all who know l ~ i m  and he is generally 
recognized as a man whose long years of earnest labor have not only cotltrihuted 
to his own prosperity but also to that of the town. 

J O H N  B. WILTON.  

John B. Wilton, who is engaged in the undertaliing business in Peoria, was 
born in Eeachville, Ontario, Canada, December 26, 1862. H e  is a son of Rich- 
ard and Ann Wilton, who yet reside 011 the far111 where the subject of this 
sketch was born. The  Wilton family is of English descent. T o  his pareilts 
were born eight children: William; Tl~omas ; John B., of this review; Eliza- 
l~e th  Eliza, deceased ; RIary ; Sarah ; Richard ; and Robert. 

John B. Wilton's early education, which he received in the public schools 
of his native country, was very lii~lited but, being of a studious mind, he has 
read extensively and has become a well infortned man. H e  remained in Can- 
ada until 1884 when he came to  Peoria where he entered the employment of 
James Rennett and later became Mr. Bennett's successor. His establishment 
enjoys a reputation second to none. I-Iis place of business is at  No, 1304 South 
Adams street and he has been in this same location since he first came to Peoria. 
In  other business relations Mr. Wilton is vice president of the Peoria Loan 
& Homestead Association. His success and prosperity in the business world 
is due to  his own energies, labors and excellent management. 

On  the 26th of October, 1885, Mr. Wilton was united in marriage to Miss 
Emma Bennett, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Bennett, the father being 
the founder of the business establishment of which Mr. Wilton is now the 
owner. Mr. and Mrs. Wilton have become the parents of three children : James, 
who is assisting his father, having charge of the office; and Ruth and Florence, 
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iloth of whom are students in St. Catherine's school at Davenport, Iowa. Fra- 
terllally Mr. Wilton is a Mason, having attained the thirty-second degree or' 
the Scottish Rite, and he is also a member of the Shrine. H e  also belongs to 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and is a mem- 
ber of the Ivy Club. The family reside at  No. 218 Missburi avenue and are 
well known and highly honored throughout the city. Mr. IVilton is rightly 
classed among the successful business men of Peoria. 

T O D H U S T E R .  

,A native of Peoria, and one who has been doing business in this city, and 
been in its industrial circles for a number o i  years, is George B. Tod- 
l1u1lter, part owner in the firm of G. B. Todhunter Ss Company, manufacturers 
of sash doors, blinds, lnoldings and porch work, with offices at  1717-19-21-23 
South Iiashington street. Mr. Todhunter has been associated in this line of 
activity in various capacities and with various concerns for his entire business 
life. Elis father was in the stair building business for a number of years, and 
when the son grew up, he also learned the trade, which he has worlied up and 
aln~lified to its present magnificent proportions. 

George Todhunter was born in Peoria, April I;, 1867, the son of George and 
Tulia Todhunter. The family is an old one and of English origin, having been 
it1 i\n~erica for over one hundred years. George Todhunter's uncle fought 
through tlie Civil war with great l~onor.  His mother died in Peoria in 1851, and 
is buried in Springtlale cemetery. The public schools of Peoria afforded George 
Todhunter his early education. H e  went to high school for a short time, but left 
at the age of sixteen to learn the trade of stalr building, which was his father's 
occupation. \\'hen he had ~nastered the details of the industry, he entered upon 
it as a tneans of livelihood, and continued as a stair builder for nine years. In  
1852, in ~~artnershi])  wit11 August i4rahlfelcl. 11e began a small manufacturing 
business along the lines of his trade. !Mr. Todhunter was elected vice president 
of the concern, which is today the great IVahlfeld Alanufacturing Conlpany 
of this city, Mr. Todhunter's connection with this enterprise continued for 
five years, when he Ivithdrew to establish the firm of Todhunter 8s Alfs, manu- 
facturers of ~~-inclo\v sashes and doors. The business was incorporated in 1907, 
\\lit11 Mr. Todhunter as president, and he continued his identification with it for  
four years, selling out his interest in l larch,  1911. On that date, he founded 
the present concern of wl~ich he is the head, and has been active in its control 
and direction since that time. In  the one year of its existence, the firill of G. E. 
Totlhunter has attained a degree of success which is illore often the result of a 
long period of activity, and hard work. The  concern already employs twenty- 
five men, and has a floor space of twenty thousand scluare feet. George Tod- 
hunter's success has not been a matter of chance or circumstance. His qualities 
of mind, his activity, energy and resource, his sound business judgment, and 
his l~onoral~le principles have made success inevitable. H e  thoroughly under- 
stands the value of hard work and close application, and is personally an expert 
worliman in his line. The company of which he is the head has been in exist- 
ence one year, yet it has already attained a degree of success in Peoria, and a 
position of such weight in her industrial life, that many older concerns might 
well envy. 

Mr. l'odhunter is much interested in Peoria real estate, and has built a t  
different times in his career, six or seven residences in this city. Besides the 
great plant which houses the concern in which he is at present actively interested, 
he was also responsible for the great building of the firm of Todl~unter & Alfs. 
occupying a floor space of forty thousand square feet, which was erected during 
the time of Mr. Todhunter's connection with the concern. 
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Mr. Todhunter takes an intelligent interest in public affairs, but 1leyond 
casting his vote for  the republican candidate a t  each election, takes little active 
part in politics. H e  is a Knight's Templar Mason, and a prominent menll)er of 

the Creve Coeur Club. 
Mr. Todhunter was twice married. His first wife was Miss Mary \Veeks 

of this city whom he wedded in 1887, and who upon her death in 1897, left him 
three children : Arthur, who is at present associated with his father in I)usiness; 
Florence, who holtls the position of bookkeeper in the firm of G. B. Totlhunter 
& Con~pany; and Clarence, now a student in the Peoria high school. AIr. To& 
hunter's second wife was Mrs. Jennie M. Downie whom 11e married in 1 8 9 ~  at 
Shawano, Wisconsin. The family residence is at 121 Sherman avenue. Jfr. 
Todl~unter's position in business circles of Peoria is unquestioned. In the course 
of his active career, he has been identified with three of the largest concerns 
in this city, all of which were pronlinent and successful in their line of activity, 
atlcl all of which he helped to found. His originality and resource, his po\ver of 
initiative, his faculty for organization, and his rare business ability, have been 
valuable assets to Peoria in her coinmercial and industrial life. 

MORRIS D. ULLlIAS.  

Peoria, lilie many other cities in the United States, is indebted in a large 
degree for  her commercial activity, her rising business, and her nlunicipal prog- 
ress to merchants of Jewish extraction and faith. Prominent among these is 
Morris D. Ullman, at present sole owner of the wllolesale liquor firm of Henry 
Ullman & Son. I-Te belongs to the class of Jewish business men, of whom the 
city is justly proud. His commercial reputation is based on his strict financial 
integrity. his sense of honorable activity, and his fair dealing in every transaction. 

Jlorris D. Ullman was born in Peoria, May 26, 1862. He is the son of 
IIetlry and Clara (Kewman) Ullman, who were residents of Peoria for Illany 
years. Henry Ullman, for )rears a leading business man of Peoria and central 
Illinois, prominent in church and all charitable work, passed fro111 this life the 
morning of September 5, 1898, at his home, 211 Korth Monroe street. He was 
horn July 16, 1832, at IVurtemberg, Germany, and came to America when he was 
fourteen years of age. He was considered among the pioneer residents and 
business men of Peoria, was highly respected, and the possessor of a large circle 
of friends and adherents drawn to him because of his rare qualities of heart and 
mind. While in poor health for several years, his death was sudden. I t  is noted 
in the obituary appearing in the Peoria press that Mr. Ullman was at his place 
of business but a few days before his last sickness. In  1856, he came to Peoria 
from Lacon, Marshall county, where he had been engaged in the clothing busi- 
ness, locating with his brother, Aaron, in a similar business at Fulton and Wash- 
ington streets, where they continued for twenty years. During this time, their 
brother David entered the firm as a partner. Later Henry Ullman engaged m 
the wholesaling of liquors and wines, the business thus established as Henry 
Ullman & Son, now being carried on by his son, lMorris D. Ullman. 

Henry Ullman was unlted in marriage with Miss Clara Newman, sister of the 
late Max Newman, in August 1856, the forty-second anniversary of their mar- 
riage being observed with fitting ceremonies a t  the Ullman home, August 12, 

1898. They had four children, two sons, Edward H. of Cliicago and Morris D. 
OF Peoria; and two daughters, Hattie and Lorena. Henry Ullman for years 
was president of the Hebrew congregation, Anshai Emeth, a member of the 
Peoria library board, and filled other positions of trust and responsibility in 
Peoria and elsewhere. He bore a national reputation in the B'Nai B'rith, being 
elected in 1880 national president of the grand lodge Mrs. Ullman was a mem- 
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her of the board of the Cottage Hospital, now the Proctor Hospital, and her hus- 
band was of the advisory committee. 

Hellrl- Ullman was of the strictest integrity, of positive convictions based 
upon a rare conception of right; self-made, but of rare refinement and self- 
acquired intellectual attainments. In social circles he was an acknowledged 
leader. I-Ie was deeply interested for years in philanthropic work. H e  held the 
ppsitioll of president of the Hebrew congregation until a few months before his 
death, insisting upon declining the reelection in consequence of his enfeebled 
physical condition, though not relaxing his interest in the completion of the 
hfonroe Street Temple. H e  desired to assist in the dedication of the Temple, 
but this was denied him, for  death carried him away a few weeks before the 
event. His advice in the library board was frequently solicited and freely given. 
His judgrnellt was appreciated and his disposition was universally kind. 

"So he left no enemies, and all who knew him were his friends'' is the sum- 
ming up of his life by a newspaper friend. 

$Ir. Henry TJllman assisted in the organization of Schiller Lodge of Masons, 
A. F. c9z A. &I., serving as Master in his customary able manner as he acquitted 
himself in any function he undertook. He was universally spoken of as an ex- 
emplary husband and father and his menlory will long be fondly cherished. 

The funeral services were held at the residence, Septeimber 7 ,  
Past XIasters of Schiller lodge acting as bearers. They were David Fey, John 
F. Heschong, J .  F. Boerclile, Christian Iclingle, Charles Ulrich and Joseph A. 
)Veil. August Pfeiffer conducted the Masonic services at the cemetery. IIem- 
bers of the library board, of the congregation of hnshai En~e th  and the Old 
Settlers Union served as honorary bearers. Dr. E. N. Calisch of Richmond, 
l'irginia, conducted the services, delivering the eulogy,. Dr. Charles Levy reading 
passages in Hebre~v and offering prayer. Dr. Calisch In his oration, in part said: 
*'To his friends he was loyal. He was a conscientious citizen, a God-fearing 
Tew. To his children he leaves the rich legacy of a good name which is more 
hrecious than gold and more lasting than brass or marble. To  us he leaves the 
rneniory of his righteousness which will be a perennial blessing. H e  was long 

C 

a leader among Jewish people. H e  served with diligence and he represented the 
congregation with dignity. H e  gave the best portions of his intelligence, his 
energy and his judgment to its progress. H e  had hoped and prayed that he 
~vould live to see the dedication of the new temple, but like Moses of old, he led 
his people to the borderland, but was not permitted to cross. His eyes are now 
open to the perpetual blessed light of immortality." 

'This legacy of an hoi~orable life and an unshadowed name Henry Ullman 
left to his son, Morris Ullman, who is now the sole owner of the wholesale liquor 
business of Henry Ullman & Son. The traditions of strict business honesty, good 
faith, and commercial honor, which during the father's life were the pride and 
honor of the business, have been carried out by the son. The business is growing 
upon this firill foundation, and is important in furtherillg Peoria's commercial 
progress. 

Morris D. Ullman was educated in the old Second Ward grammar school, 
and in the Peoria high school. This education was supplenlented by a thorough 
course in Coles' Business College. After the completion of his school career, 
hIorris Ullnlan began his business life by traveling for his father, with whom 
he later formed a partnership known as Henry Ullman & Son, and he became 
sole owner of the firm on his father's death. As a business man, Morris Ullman 
carries on the traditions of his father. He is a type of Peoria business man of 
ivhoin the city is justly proud, and is carving out for himself a career of hon- 
orable industry. 

Morris Ullman is a strict adherent to the faith of his fathers. H e  takes a 
great interest in the Jewish affairs of this city. H e  is a Mason and a member of 
the Colanthe Lodge, Knights of Pythias, and active in the Jewish order I. 0. B. B. 
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I-Ie is a member of the Anshai Emeth temple, to which his father gave so much 
of his time and means. 

On March 30, r g w ,  Jlorris Ullman married h$iss Freda Elizabeth Frued, 
of Detroit, Michigan, and they have two children, klenry Morris and Carolyn 
1;rued LTllman. Mrs. Ul ln~an  is a worthy helpn~ate to her husband in his 11011~~- 

able life. She is a tlevotecl adherent of the Jewish religion, and is active in every 
cleserviilg charity of the city. 

I t  is to people like him, ant1 to business concerns like Henry Ullman & Son, 
that Peoria owes much of her commercial prosl~erity. hfen who are intelligent, 
refined, honorable and fair-dealing, loyal to their faith, stanch in their beliefs, 
charital~le to the poor, faithful to their friends, are  the material out of which 
the coming greatness and glory of the world are to be made. 

J O S E P H  E. DAILY. I 
Joseph E. Daily, city attorney of Peoria, is a graduate of the law depart- 

ment of Yale University, where he received the degree of I,L. 13. H e  was born 
in Manito, Illinois, January 27, 1888, a son of J. S. and Druie R. Daily. The 
father. who came from ChiIlicothe, Peoria county, in 1909, is president of the 
Daily-O'Brien Company of this city. The  grandfather emigrated to the new 
world from County Tyrone, Ireland, ill 1855, and settled in Illinois where he 
l~ecame well known. Iiaving organized drainage districts in the counties o i  Taze- 
well and Mason. 

The primary education of Joseph E. Daily was received in the pul~lic schools 
+ 

of Chillicothe and he graduated from the high school of that city with the class 
of 1go4. After leaving school he spent one year as manager for the Postal Tele- 
graph Company at the Chillicothe office and later was employed as a telegraph 
operator by the Santa Fe Railroad Company. Having through his industry 
saved enough money for his purpose he then attended the University of Il l i i~o~i 
for two years and later entered Yale University, from which he was graduated 
with honors, the degree of 1,L. P,. being conferred upon 11im. Imn~ediately 
after his graduation he located in Peoria for  the practice of his profession and 
since May 1 ,  1911, he has filled the office of city attorney, with offices in the city 
hall. His political allegiance is unreservedly given to the repul~lican party anci 
he takes a comll~endable interest in civic and political affairs. H e  is a menher 
of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and also of the Knights of Pythias. 
He makes his home with his father, the family, residence being at 129 North 
Garfield avenue. Mr.  Daily, although a young man, gives promise of early be- 
coming one of the prominent and successful members of the legal profession in 
this part of the state. His education along literary and legal lines has been lih- 
era1 and the constant attention which he gives to extending his knowledge ant1 
proficiency in the law has qualified him to hold with distinction to himself ant1 
satisfaction to  his party and the city the important office to which 11e has heen 
called. 

CHARLES CRAKE MILES. 

Charles Crane $Miles, a partner in one of the leading grain firms of Peoria, 
P. B. & C. C. Miles, is the junior member of the firm established in 1875, though 
Mr. Miles' initial activities in the grain trade date back to 1873, from which time 
he has been continuously in that business. The  firm operates elevators and does 
n general grain business. Charles C. Miles was born August I, 1852, in Wash- 

I 
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iflgton, Tazewell county, Illinois. His parents were Benjamin Eustis and Jane 
(Crane) Miles. The  father was born in Athens county, Ohio. and located in 
Washi~lgtotl, Illinois, in 1843. The  mother was born in Zanesville, Ohio, and 

I 
tool; up her abode in \Vashington, Illii~ois, about 1845. The  earliest ancestor of 

, the hliles faillily to collie to this country was John hliles, who settled in Con- 
cord, filassachusetts, about 1635. Among the representatives of the family were 
soldiers and officers in the Revolutionary and Civil wars. 

In the accluirement of an education Charles Crane hliles attended the common 
schools of Washington, Illinois. His father owned a flour mill and grain eleva- 
tor, so that as a boy the subject of our sketch received his early business training 
along the lines of con~n~ercial  activity which he later followed. At the age of 

years, however, and until the age of twenty-one he was telegraph 
operator and railroad agent for  the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railway, his last 
service for that conlpany having been as operator and train dispatcher in the 
s~~l~erintendent's oflice in Peoria. The lure of the grain trade, however, pos- 
sessed him and in 1873 he drifted back into the business calling in which his 
boyhood years had found him. Two years later the firm of P. B. & C. C. Miles 
was established. During all the pears since 1873 Charles C. bliles has bee11 in 
active grain business, w l ~ i c l ~  he has followed very successfully. In addition 
tb his grain business, elevators, etc., he has farms in Illinois, Kansas and Arizona, 
to which he gives as much of his personal attention as is permitted by the esact- 
iilg duties of his other affairs. Mr .  Miles has occupied the position of president 
of the I'eoria 1:oartl of Trade and is at present one of its directors. H e  is also 
a director of the Illinois Xational Bank, ~ v l ~ i c h  office he has held since the 
organization of that institutioiz. H e  has a creditable military record, having 
served for five years, fro111 1875 to 1879 inclusive, in the state militia as a mem- 
ber of the Sational Blues. 

Air. Niles nras married September 25, 1879, at  Peoria, Illinois, to ?\Iiss 1Iar- 
garet Flora XIinor, daughter of John and Martha Minor. Her father long held 
public office in Peoria, having a t  various times been deputy sheriff, zuperin- 
tentlent of police and collector of township taxes. 31r. and Mrs. Miles have two 
child~en: Grant Minor, who married 2'V'liss Georgia Eider;  and Louise Minor, 
~vho ~vetltled Jeremiah 1IcQuade. 

111 political faith Air. Jliles is a republican but he has liberal tendencies and 
in local affairs bestows his support upon his friends or worthy candidates in 
other parties. He is a member of some of the fraternal insurance orders, giving 
them as much of his time and attention as could be expected of a man in his 
strenuous l~usiness life. H e  is a member of the Creve Coeur and Peoria Country 
Clubs. IHe has long been a consistent men111er of the First Congreg?tional 
church, contributing liberally to its support. H e  has been an active Sunday 
school worker, having for nineteen years been the superintendent of the school 
wit11 which he is affiliated. In  his business relations, his civic duties, his cl~urch 
and Sunday scl~ool worl; Mr. Miles stands a prominent figure in the city of \vhich 
he has so long been a resitlent. The  city of Peoria has few men of greater 
~vorth than 1Ir .  Miles when his various business, civic, religious and fraternal 
activities are  taken into account. 

i CHARLES A. JIACAULEY. 

Charles A. Macauley is the general agent for the John Hancock Mutual Life 
Insurance Company in the Peoria district, with offices located in suite Sog of the 
Jefferson l~uilding. H e  has been acting in this capacity since July, 1909, and 
that he has been efficient and fully competent to discharge the duties imposed is 
manifested by the period of his service. He was horn in Detroit, *I\Iichigan, on 
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February 25, 1878, and is the son of William T. and Margaret (Hopwood) 
Macauley. The  father founded and for  many years conducted a wholesale book 
and stationery business in Detroit, which is now being operated by his brother, 
J. F. Macauley. H e  passed away on the 5th of March, 1897, and was laid to 
rest in the Woodmere cemetery of that city beside the mother, who died on 
October 30, 1879. The  'Macauley family is of Scotch-Iris11 origin, but they have 
been residents of America for more than a hundred years. 

The  preliminary education of Charles A. Macauley was obtained in the 
public schools of his native city, and this was later supplemented by a course 
a t  Miami University, where he terminated his student days in 1896. During the 
succeeding two years he was identified with various occupations, but at the age 
of twenty he entered the insurance field, as the local agent for  an Indianapolis 
firm. H e  engaged in the business with the expectation of making it his life voca- 
tion, and with this view in mind applied himself tirelessly to acquiring the faculty 
of adapting himself to the innumerable requirements essential to success in this 
profession. As a result he made rapid progress. The company quickly recog- 
nized his powers and his apparently unlinlited capacity for worli so they pro- 
moted him from time to time in accordance with the ability he exhibited until lie 
was superintendent of the office. Later he was sent out on the road, and for two 
and a half years before coming to Peoria was their traveling representative. 

Mr. Nlacauley was married in December, 1898, to Miss Anne D. Clarlie, a 
daughter of Thompson B. and Rosamond E. Clarke, of Florida, and to them have 
been born two children, Warren T. and Margaret Jeanne, both of whom are at- 
tending scl~ool. They reside at 132 North Glenwood avenue. 

Fraternally Mr. Alacauley has attained tlie rank of a thirty-second degree 
Mason of the Scottish Rite, and lie has heen a n~ember of the Mystic Shrine since 
1903. H e  is affiliated 1vit11 the Crew Coeur Club and the Peoria Countr>- Clul) 
and has held n~en~bership in the Indianapolis Commercial Club for t ~ v o  years. 
I>uring his college clays he was a member of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity. I-le 
u7as a t  one time president of the Indianapolis Alumni Association and ~ v a s  tlie 
first president of the Miami -Alumni Association of Indiana. In  his political 
vie~vs he is republican, his support being given to the progressive faction of that 
body. Such success as IAfr. llacauley now enjoys must be largely attril~uted to 1 
the fact that he started out at  the beginning of his career with a well defined , 
purpose, toward the attainment of which he has lo~7ally lahored despite tlie oh- 
stacles ant1 disapl~ointn~ents encountered. 

EIENRY PENN.  

Henry Penn, who resides on his farm of sixty-seven acres, in Rosefield town- 
ship, was born January 2, 1871, in Pekin, Illinois. His parents were Jacob and 
_Anna (Qt~icli)  13enn, the foriner a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Eng- 
land. They were married in Peoria, Illinois, in 1865 and settled in Tazewell 
county. In  their family were nine children, of whom Henry, of this review, was 
the eldest. 

Henry Perm was reared under the parental roof and remained at home until 
he was twenty-one years of age, when he engaged in coal mining, which occupa- 
tion he followed for  ten years. H e  was first employed in the mines at I-Ianna 
City and later a t  Edwards Station, during which time he was very successful and. 
being very thrifty, laid by a good sum of money, In  1902 he rented one hundred 
and twenty acres of land in Jubilee township, on which he iollo\ved farming for 
five years. In  1907 he purchased his present tract of land, which was known as 
the William Parr  farm and is located on section 27 and has on it a coal mine 
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iron, ~vliich Xlr. Penn last year cleared over thirteen hundred dollars. In his 
farmirlg as well as in his mining operations Mr. Penn has been successful. 

On the 12th of February, 1892, Mr. Penn was united in marriage to Miss 
Martha Gillman, who is the daughter of George and Elizabeth Gillman, of Peoria 
county. Mr. and Mrs. Penn are the parents of four children: Anna, who was 
born October 24, 1893; Lizzie, born July 23, 1896; Elmer, born July 24, 1898; 
and Roy, horn May 2 ,  1900. In politics Mr. Penn is a democrat. H e  is greatly 
interested in the cause of education and is at the present time serving as a 
men~ber of the school board. Energetic, diligent and persevering, he is always 
fount1 reliable in all his business connections and stands for the progressive 
element in citizenship and for trustworthiness in every relation. 

ABRAHAM JACOGSON. 

Abraham Jacobson, a practicing attorney at law and a real-estate dealer with 
offices at 435-7 Main street, has beell associated with the professional and busi- 
ness life of Peoria since 1896. I-Ie was born at Suwalken, Russian Poland, Oc- 
tober 12, 1873, a son of Nathan and Racl~el Jacobson. The father came to 
Peoria in 1889 and after many years devoted to business, is now living retired. 

Abraham Jacobson received his preliminary education in the land of his birth 
where he attended public and private schools. After arriving in the new world 
in August, 1892, he settled in Peoria and spent one year in school, at the end of 
which time he was graduated. After putting aside his text-books he entered the 
law offices of I. J. Levinson, and ex-Judge J, W. Maple, where he remained for  
eight years. While engaged with that law firm he studeid law at night, after 

! his duties of the day were over. As he was the eldest child it was necessary for 
him to assist in the support of the family. In August, 1896, after having gained 
much practical experience in the law office where he had worked, and also hav- 
ing studiously devoted his evenings to the mastery of his chosen profession, he 
took the examination before the appellate court at Mount Vernon, Illinois, and, 
satisfactorily answering the cluestions propounded to him, was licensed to prac- 

, tice as an attorney by the supreme court of the state. In the following year, 
he formed a partnership with Robert Schooles, the present states attorney, with 
offices in the old library building. This partnership was continued until the fall 
of 1898, when it was dissolved by mutual consent, after which he formed an- 
other partnership with the Hon. John Daily. This partnership was continued 
four years and the law practice of the partners was very satisfactory. Since 
the dissolution of the latter connection, which was also by mutual consent, Mi-. 
Jacobson has been alone in the practice of his profession and has at all times 
been accorded a very liberal practice and has been uniformly successful. For 
a long time in addition to his law practice he has been conducting a thriving real- 
estate business and, owing to his ability to read human nature and his winning 
personality, has been so successful, both in his professional and business career, 
that he has now become one of the heavy tax payers of Peoria county. 

Mr. Jacobson was married in Springfield, Illinois, October 24, 1909, to Miss 
Lena Olian, a daughter of R4r. and Mrs. J. B. Olian. One daughter has been' 
horn to them, Charlotte M., the day of her birth being July 30, 1911. In his 
political views Mr. Jacobson is a republican. H e  is a blue lodge h!tason and also 
an active worker in the congregation of the Jewish churches, being a trustee of 
one of them. The family reside a t  320 Crescent avenue, in their comfortable 
and well appointed home. His successful professional and business career may 
well be taken as an object lesson by the young men of this country who are 
obliged to start out in life with nothing but their hands and brains with which 

I 
to build their fortune. He not only was without means but was required to 
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work while still young to support the fanlily. Courage and ~lnrenlitting industry 
were necessary for  hinl to succeed and the large degree of success which he has 
won clearly indicates that he possesses those essential traits of character in full 
measure. H e  is well lcnown in business and legal circles in Peoria and his repu- 
tation through the comnlunity is well established. 

* \  nlan of remarlial>le force of character was Colollel Charles 1:allailce. The 
limited op~~ortunities of his youth seeemd no bar to his progress and ambition 
ant1 energy, guided l ~ y  sound juclgment and upright principles, brought him from 
humble surrountlings into important professional connections. Rloreover, he 
l~ccame recognized as  a man of scholarly attainments and one whose gifts Jvere 
ever! ~viselp usecl for the 1)enefit of the ~ ~ u b l i c  as well as for his pel-sonal atl\rance- 
mcnt. L-le was 11orn Soveml,er 10, 1800, in Rlaclisoil county, Kent~~cl iy ,  and came 
of l?nglisli ancestry, representing a family that for  nlore than two centuries. 
ho\vever, has lived in ,America. The first of the name in the new c.vorlrl settled 
in i r i n i a .  1:ollowing the outl)reali of the war with the inother country Charles 
Ballance, the grandfather of hinl whose name introduces this review, espoused 
the cause of the colonies and laid do1v11 his life on the altar of intlependence. 
ITis son, \\.'illis Oallance, born and reared in 1-irginia, \i7as married in Cul~~eper 
county that state, in 1796, to Joyce Green ant1 soon afterward a removal was 
matle to Kentucl.ry. 

Charles I3allance was a young child when his n ~ o t l ~ e r  dietl. The  father after- 
lvartl married again ancl the boy seems to have grown towarcl manhood ~vithout 
~ I L I C I I  guitlance or control aside from his own strong sense of right. IIe was 
imhued with an unconqueral,lc clesire to obtain an education beyond that offered 
in the country schools ancl he eagerly a~railecl himself of every opportunity to 
earn tlie mealis that \voultl enable him to pursue a course of study along some 
etiucational line. Eveiltually he entered the office of Jutlge Terry T. Haggin, 
of Harrodslmrg,. Kentucky, ant1 follo~ving his preparation for the bar was 
engaged in practlcc in his native state for two years. R e  tile11 caume to Illinois 
and in 1831 opened an office in I'eoria,. then a small town. H i s  practice grew 
\;.it11 t11e gro\\-th of the city and he easily maintained a foremost position among 
the members of the I'eoria bar. I-Ie was appointed soon after his at-rival in 
Illinois to the position of county surveyor of Peoria county. in \vI~ich capacity 
he served for sonle years. That enabled him to tide over the period ~vhen a 
snlall llopulatioll nlatle an extensive law practice impossible, but the nunlber of 
!?is clients grew with the tlevelopment of the county until his law business made 
strenuous tle~nands u l~on his time and energies. In this connection a con- 
temporary l~iographer has written: "1-lis legal ability Ivas of a lligh order and, 
in all questions involving tlie rights of property holders, he had no superiors. 
I t  was in this line his reputation rests. Onring to the way in which Illinois became 
a part of the United States there was much vexatious controversy over the 
'French claims,' some of which were just, but nlany spurious and absurd. Cy 
the purchase of a large tract of land in the southern part of Peoria (now Cal- 
lance's atldition), on \vhich some of these claims infringed. 1Tr. Callance became 
altnost immediately interested in the study of land titles. For a long series of 
years he fought these claims, sometimes with other attorneys to assist him, but 
more frerluently single-handed, against sollle of the best lawyers in the west. 
Several of the cases were carried to the suprenle court of the United States, 
where they were argued by him in person. Sonletinles successful and sometimes 
defeated, he persevered till he triumphed over all his opponents and removed 
elltirely and forever that incubus on the prosperity of the city, the 'Peoria French 
claims,' so that now no such clainls exist." 
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1~1 1835 Colonel Ballance was married to Miss Julia 111. Schnebly, a (laugh- 
ter of FTenry Sclinebly, one of the well known of the old-time citizens of Peoria. 
Unto hIr. and Mrs. Ballance were born ten children and with one exception all 
lived to adult age. 

Froni the beginning of his residence in Peoria 3Ir. Hallance was recognized 
as a leader in local political circles, for his patriotic citizenship and Iiis well 
kllo\~~n devotion to the public good caused his fellow townsmen to again and 

seek his aid and cooperation in matters relative to the general ~velfare. 
attaining his niajority he had become a supporter of the whig party with 

wllicll he was identified until it disbanded and he joined the new republican 
party, follo~ving its banners until his detiiise. FIis indorsement thereof came 
allout through his opposition to the extension of slavery in the northern territory. 
His fellow townsn~en elected him mayor of Peoria in 1855 and he gave to the 
city a I~usinesslilie, practical and beneficial administration. Previously lie had 
heen alderman fro111 the f rst ward, ~vhich then eml~raced a quarter of the entire 
city. I lis individuality was strong and a l t l ~ o ~ ~ g h  differing fro111 some others in 
tile aclvocac!~ of measures promotive of general interest, none could impeach his 
honesty nf purpose or his desire to further comillercial prosperity. 111 1870 he 
p~l)ljsl~etl a TTistory of Peoria of stantlard authority and of great historical value, 
in 11 hich his views upon public measures eflecting the city are some\\-hat fully set 
forth. I-Ie was a stanch advocate of the Union cause tluring the Civil war and 
a I t l l~~g l l  nlore than sixty years of age raised, largely at  his own espense tlie 
Sevent~--seventh Reginlent of Illinois \iolunteers, of ~vhich he was elected 
colonel. I: \\-as a matter of the deepest regret to hi111 that his age and the state 
of his health compelled him to resign before the regiment was ordered forth for 
active service. Thi-ougl~out his entire life he was actuated by principles of loyalty 
ant1 of progressiveness and citizenship. IJie again quote from a former biog- 
rapher 1~110 said: "The life of Colonel Charles Ballance is a record of energy 
antl of l~erscverance under difficulties, crowned with ultimate and colnplete suc- 
cess. Tlirough the long periorl of his life he retained his enterprise, his cheer- 
fulness of disposition and, above all, his desire to knonr. The fact that a subject 
was new o r  ol)scure ivas sufficient to inspire in him a \irarm interest, and no 
a~nount of tlifficulty could daunt his industry. .-!lthough in common with most 
young men of the early days of tlie past century he had little direct schooling, 
his lovc of study led hiin in every directio~l till his k~lowledge became encyclo- 
predic. Scicnce antl philosopl~y. theology and medicine, history and poetry all 
interested 11im and so well could he converse on any one of them that to the 
listener it seemed that the subject under discussion must be his chosen one. 
'Sevcr waste a minute' was his favorite motto, and much of his reading was done 
in the odd n~onlents when waiting for  others." It  was this habit of his life that 
made Colonel Ballance a lnan of much more. than ordinary ability with whom 
association meant expansion and elevation. His  career is one which may well 
serve as  a source of inspiration and encouragenlent to others, showing to what 
mental I~eights and to ivhat financial and political positions one tnay attain 1~110 

possesses energy, determination and high purpose. 

J. EDSON SMITH. 

I'romitient anlong the successful, energetic and progressive business ~ n e n  of 
Elmwood is T. Edson Smith, who is the senior member of the hardware firm of 
Edson Smith & Son. A native of Elmwood, he was horn AIarc11 j, 18j1, the 
son of James 131. and Catherine (Sickerson) Smith, the former born in Craw- 
ford county, Ohio, April 10, 1823, and the latter in the sanie state. September 
21. 1832. The  paternal grandparents, Ichabod and Hannah Smith, \yere among 
the earliest, best known and highly honored settlers of Peoria county and came 
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to Elmwood in 1837, where they purchased a farm for  which they paid a dollar 
and a quarter per acre. The father of our subject, James M. Smith, came from 
Ohio to Peoria county with his parents and grew to manhood in Elmwood town- 
ship. When only a youth he bought a farm there and gradually added to it until 
he owned two hundred and forty acres. From 1868 to 1872 he was engaged in 
farming near Morning Sun, Iowa. In 1887 he retired from active life, renting 
his farm, and resided in Elmwood. His wife is still living in the home, in the 
eastern part of the town, which residence her husband purchased forty-six years 
ago. In their family beside J. Edson, of this review, were the following children: 
George H., who is a banker at Pawnee, Oklahoma; Mark, a contractor at Pueblo, 
Colorado; H. A., who operates the old homestead; Mrs. Jennie Whitney ; and 
Mrs. Maggie Condon. 

J. Edson Smith was reared on his father's farm and attended school in Elm- 
wood until seventeen years of age. After leaving school he clerked for  five years 
in a grocery store and later in a clothing store. In 1884 he established a hard- 
ware store in Elmwood, on the west side of the square, in the operation of which 
he has since been engaged. Being progressive, energetic and a keen business 
man, he has developed his store until it is now five times as large as it was when 
first opened. H e  does an extensive plumbing and furnace business in addition 
to selling hardware, and employs ten men. In 1go8 he took his two sons into 
partnership with him and his business is now operated under the firm name of 
Edson Smith & Son. 

On March 31, 1880, Mr. Smith wedded 14iss Inez Washburn, a native of 
Knox county, Illinois, and a daughter of Bezelah and Sarah Washburn. Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith have become the parents of two sons, Charles and James Willis. 
The mother passed away December 7, 1908, leaving a large circle of friends and 
accjuaintances who greatly regretted her departure. Mr. Snlith is a republican 
but he has never aspired to public office, preferring to give all his time to his 
business interests. H e  pays much attention to school matters and for over twenty 
years has served as a member of the school board. Fraternally he is identified 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. H e  may well be called one of the 
most prominent and leading citizens of Elmwood, where he has spent so many 
years of his life and where he has been so constantly identified with business and 
social relations. 

MARTIN SEHM. 

Martin Sehm, vice president and general superintendeilt of The R. Iier- 
schel IManufacturing Company, located in East Peoria, has been connected with 
the business interests of Peoria for twenty years. During that period he has 
manifested the diligence, perseverance and unswerving purpose characteristic 
of the Teutonic race, which gives them that assurance and stability underlying 
their power. H e  was born in Dresden, Germany, on March 21, 1869, and there 
passed the first twenty-three years of his life. 

Reared in a home of comfortable circumstances, Martin Sehm was given 
the advantages of a good education. After leaving school he learned the ma- 
chinist's trade and then pursued a course in a Technical High School. After 
his graduation from this institution he entered the service of the German gov- 
ernment in the capacity of draughtsman in the artillery construction bureau. 
H e  was subsequently employed in a large steel-rolling mill as superintendent of 
the spring department, remaining in their service until 1892. In the latter year 
he was married and immediately thereafter together with his young bride he 
emigrated to the United States, Peoria being his destination. Upon his arrival 
here he identified himself with The R. Herschel Manufacturing Company, which 
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was then a struggling enterprise in its infancy. The plant was a small, cheaply 
frame building and gave little promise of ever achieving its pres- 

ent magnitude. Mr. Sehm was young, intensely energetic and possessed a re- 
markable capacity for work, and diligently applied himself to the development 
,-,f the enterprise. A well defined system, methodically followed, sustained by 
sound judgment and practical ideas gradually brought results, and the interven- 
ing years showed a marked progress and today The R. Herschel Manufacturing 
Company is one of the stable and highly prosperous industries of East Peoria. 
The company now owns about ten acres of ground on which they have erected 
substantial and thoroughly modern briclc buildings. while their equipment in- 
cludes every modern machine or appliance essential to the successful opera- 
tion of a plant of this kind. Their products have a wide market and it re- 
quires the service of one hundred and seventy-five people to execute 
their orders. 

In September, 1892, Mr. Sehm was united in marriage to Miss illeta 
Herschel, a daughter of M. R. Herschel, a resident of Niederhaeslich, in the 
vicinity of Dresden, Germany. Three children have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Sehm, as follows: Lenora, a student at Bradley Institute; and Gertrude, 
and Martin, Jr., who are attending public school. The family have a very pleas- 
ant residence at I23 Chambers avenue, that was erected in 1905. 

Fraternally Mr. Sehm has attained high rank in the Masonic order and be- 
longs to the Shrine. H e  is also a member of the Creve Coeur and Ivy Clubs. 
He has prospered in his undertakings through intelligent and capable applica- 
tion of his inherent ability and the conservation and expenditure of his forces 
to meet the increasing demands of his business. 

I HIRAM E. TODD. 

Hiram E. Todd, a successful practicing attorney with law offices at 538-539 
Woolner building, Peoria, has followed his profession in this city since 1897. 
I-Ie was born in Kankakee, Illinois, September 10, 1874, a son of WAlter W. 
and Asenath Todd. The family is of English origin, its first American progeni- 
tor coming to this country in 1637. Representatives of the family took part in 
the Revolutionary war and the grandfather, I-Iiram Todd, was one of the first 
medical practitioners in the state of Illinois, where he practiced among both the 
white settlers and the Indians, at an early day in the history of the Prairie state. 
He was also a soldier, taking part in the War  of 1812. His son, Walter W. 
Todd, was major of the Seventy-sixth Illinois .Infantry from 1862 to the close 
of the Civil war, in which he enlisted as a captain. H e  held the office of county 
clerk and county treasurer during his political career in Kankakee county and 
was also one of the trustees of the Eastern Illinois Hospital for the Insane. At 
the time of his death, which occurred in 1899, when he had reached the sixtieth 
pear of his age, he held the position of cashier of the Chicago Customs House, 
a place which he had occupied for some years. The passing of the mother oc- 
curred in 1895 and both were buried in the cemetery at Kankakee. 

Hiram E. Todd received his primary education in Kankakee, the city of his 
nativity, and was graduated from the high school in 1893. After his graduation 
he entered the University of Illinois, where he studied for one year, and then 
entered the Kent College of Law, having early determined to devote his life to 
that profession. H e  was graduated from Kent College with the degree of LL. B. 
in 1897, and immediately began the practice of his profession in Peoria, which 
he has since continued with uniform success. His ability as well as his reliabil- 
ity were early recognized by the people of Peoria and he was made a member oT 
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the county board of supervisors early during his residence in Peoria, a positioll 
which he held for three years. 

Hiram E. Todd was married in this city September 10, I F ,  to Miss Bertha 
Ferris, a daughter of Edward and Harriet Ferris, and unto them have been borll 
two children: Sarah G., now a student; and Harriet, who has not yet attained 
school age. , The political\ allegiance of Mr. Todd is given to the republican party 
and he has given considerable attention to politics although not in the capacity 
of an office seeker. He taltes much interest in civic affairs and his voice is heard 
and opinions received in all matters of policy in which the welfare of his city 
and county is concerned. Fraternally he is a blue lodge R/Iason and is a mem- 
ber of the Creve Coeur Club. He is also affiliated with the Peoria and Illinois 
State Bar Associations, being elected president of the former in 1912. For eight 
years he has served as superintendent of the First Presbyterian church Sunday 
scI~ool. I-Iis ability as a lawyer and the excellent reputation which he enjoys as 
a member of that profession have given him a creditable st'anding among the 
younger attorneys of Peoria. His practice almost from the beginning has beell 
very satisfactory and he achieved a gratifying degree of success. H e  has come 
to be well known in legal, busin'ess and fraternal circles of the city of his adop- 
tion and is one of its valued citizens. 

JUDGE ROBERT H. LOVETT. 

Numbered among the successful members of the Peoria bar is Judge Robert 
H. Lovett, who has practiced his profession in the county of his nativity and in 
the city of his adoption since 1885. He has been a master in the United States 
chancery court since May, 1905, and has also held the distinction of being county 
judge of Peoria county. He was born at Brimfield, Peoria county, July 2, 1860, 
a soil of Robert B. Lovett, who was a blacksmith at that place, migrating froill 
Pennsylvania at a con~paratively early day. The family is of French origin and 
representatives of the nanle settled in this country before the Revolutionary 
war. Robert B. Lovett passed away in 1903, at the age of eighty-three years, 
his wife having preceded hiin to the grave in 1891, her death occurring on Feb- 
ruary 22, when she was sixty-seven years of age. Eoth were buried in the 
family lot in Hrimfield cemetery. The father's death was occasioned by a street 
car accident in Peoria. 

Robert H.  Lovett is indebted to the common schools of Peoria county for 
his primary education, graduating from the 11igh school in 1876 at the age of 
sixteen years. After his graduation he immediately took up the profession of 
teacher in the country schools for a period of seven years. An inclination to- 
ward the legal profession as a life work, however, had been noticeably displayed 
and during the greater part of the period spent in teaching he gave all of his 
spare time to reading law. After teaching for seven years he attended normal 
school for one year and in the fall of 1885 was licensed by the supreme court 
as a legal practitioner. Immediately after being admitted to the bar he began 
the practicexof his profession in Peoria and a year later entered into partnership 
with Daniel. R. Shean, with whom he remained associated until 1904, when he 
was elected .to the county judgeship. Prior to this he had been appointed, in 
1900, as United-States commissioner and United States master in chancery. He 
is a member and vice president of the Peoria Bar Association and also belongs 
to the State Bar Association. 

Judge Lovett was, married in Brimfield, September 16, 1886, to Miss Laura 
Gilson, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hosier Gilson. To them have been born a 
daughter and son : TJ. Evangeline, attending a Peoria school; and Elliott C., a 
student of the Bradley Institute. The family residence is at 315 North Douglas 
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street, a home which Mr. Lovett erected in 1903. H e  is a blue lodge Mason, 
being an honored and active member of that fraternity. H e  is actively allied 
with the republican party, being secretary of the county central committee of 
that party. The successful professional life, coupled with the official career of 
Judge Lovett, has made him exceptionally well known throughout Peoria county 
and city, where by his distinguished professional ability he has commended him- 
self to a large clientele made up of the representative citizenship of Peoria. 

WALTER D E  VALLE HOPKINS. 

W-alter De Valle Hopkins, a man of affairs, alert and enterprising, is ac- 
ceptably filling the position of school inspector and is also prominently connected 
with business interests as a grocer of Peoria. Progress characterizes his ef- 
forts in both connections and he seeks to inculcate improved methods which will 
be productive of practical and beneficial results. He was born January 21, 1879, 
in Peoria, in that section of  the city which was then known as West Bluff. 'l'he 
birth of his father, Walter Hopkins, occurred on board a transport, February 
j, 1856, when his parents were coming from London, England. For a consid- 
erable period Walter Hopkins was engaged in merchandis~ng in Peoria or was 
employed as a salesman here. H e  married Miss Sarah Harvey, who was born 
in Logan township, this county, in 1860. Both are still living. In their family 
were iour sons and a daughter, Walter, Harry, Herbert, Robert and Elizabeth. 

Reared under the parental roof Walter D. Hopkins pursued his education in 
the old fifth ward school on Moss avenue, now known as the Franklin school. 
On Saturdays and in the evenings when the school session was over for the day 
he worked in a grocery store in ?Vest Bluff, acquainting himself with the business 
in principle and detail. H e  continued to act as a salesman in grocery stores 
until about seven years ago when he organized the W. D. Hopltins Grocery 
Company and began business on his own account at Madison avenue and Fulton . 
street. His business l ~ a s  steadily increased owing to capable management, re- 
liable methods and unfaltering enterprise, and he is today the leading grocer in 
the down-town district. He carries a large and well selected line of both staple 
and fancy groceries and at all times his business conforms to a high standard of 
coinmercial etl~ics. 

Mr. I-Iopkins is always interested in advancement and improvement, and to  
this end he belongs to the Peoria Merchants' Association, to the Peoria Retail 
Grocers' 14ssociation, of which he has been secretary for the past five years, and 
to the Association of Commerce. His fellow townsmen, appreciative of his 
worth and ability, have called him to public office. In the fourth ward he was 
elected school inspector in April, 1911. The race for the nomination, was a nota- 
ble one, Rlr. Hopkins receiving support far in advance of one of the well~known 
leaders of the party! H e  became one of the menlbers of the "reorganized school 
board" following a movement in which public opinion was aroused against old 
time methods that were detrimental to the best interests of education. Follow- 
ing his election in April, 191 I ,  he was appointed a member of the building, the 
auditing and the finance committees, and is doing excellent work in those connec- 
tions. Although one of the younger he is also one of the most active members 
of the school board, wise in his understanding of public needs, valuable in his 
service and actuated at all times by the spirit of prcgress because of his realiza- 
tion of the worth of education as a preparation for life's practical and respon- 
sible duties. 

On the 10th of September, 191 .  Mr. Hopkins was united in marriage to 
Miss Pearl Wyatt, and with their four children, Edith, June, Walter and Keith. 
they reside at No. 306 Third avenue. Mr. Hopkins and his wife are identified 
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with the Hale Memorial Methodist Episcopal church and his membership rela- 
tions also extend to Temple Lodge, A. F. & A. M., Electa Chapter, 0. E. s,, 
West Bluff Lodge, K. P., the Dramatic Order of the Knights of Khorassan, the 
Fraternal Reserves and the Court of Honor. Steadfast, industrious and deter- 
mined, his close attention to business has constituted the basis of his rise inAthe 
business world, and his public spirited citizenship is the root of his. politi- 
cal preferment. 

HUGH E. WILSON. 

Hugh E. Wilson is a general legal practitioner with'offices at No. 542 Wool- 
ner building, where he established himself October IS, 1909. . He was born near 
Mason City, Illinois, March 21, 1886, the son of C. R. and Florence L. Wilson. 
The father is a practical farmer and is still living on the homestead upon which 
he settled in 1884. H e  is a man of prominence in the community and is highly 
respected. The family, which is of English origin, was established on the Amer- 
ican continent in the eighteenth century. 

The primary education of Hugh E. Wilson was gained in the Mason City 

I 
public schools and he was graduated from the high school in 1903. He then 
entered the University of Illinois, from which institution he- was graduated in 
rgog with the degree of LL. B. Immediately afterward he entered upon the 
practice of his ,profession in Peoria and from the beginning has met with en- 
couraging success. H e  is a member of the Peoria Bar Association. 

I n  political matters Mr. Wilson is independent, supporting such candidates 
as in his opinion are best qualified to fill the positions to which they aspire. 
Fraternally he belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp and his social nature 
finds expression in his membership in the Psi Upsilon fraternity. He  is one of ' 

the bright young lawyers of Peoria, who by his skill and professional technique 
which he has displayed since he began the practice of his profession has been 
marked as being among those of his class who ~7ill attain eminence in his chosen 
profession. 

HENRY HERMAN ALCRECHT. I 
With the retirement from active business life of Henry Herman Albrecht, in 

1898, the drug trade of Peoria lost one of its veteran members. Mr. Albrecht's 
name has been associated with the drug business in this city for many years, 
and his retirement cost Peoria a good druggist and an active and representative 
business man. 

Henry Herman Albrecht was born at Dielsdorf, Canton Zurich, Switzerland, 
on December 13, 1841, and received a good education in the public schools of 
that district. He  fitted himself for  teaching, but on reaching manhood gave up 
the idea of following that occupation, and left Zurich for America. H e  landed 
in Newark; New Jersey, in 1860, where he resided for three years, and came 
to Peoria in 1863. His residence here since that time has been continuous with 
the exception of one year spent in Fairbury, Illinois, as a clerk in the First 
National Bank of that city. The first position which he obtained in Peoria was 
that of clerk in a grocery store, owned by a German lady of intense southern 
sympathies. During the excitement of Lincoln's second presidential campaign, 
the political views of the owner of the store, clashed with those of her clerk 
to the extent of open disagreement, and Mr. Alhrecht lost his place because he 
was in sympathy with the Union and opposed to slavery. His next position I 
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wit11 the drug firm of P. S. Shelly & Son, 117 South Washington street. 

Here he remained fo r  some time, becoming thoroughly acquainted with the busi- 
ness, and acquiring an aptitude for it and a proficiency in it which remained 
with him during his active career. In 1875 he was given a share of the business, 
and a few months afterward, Mr. Shelly sold out his interest to Mr. Albrecht, 
\$.ho for many years afterward carried on a most successful business at 117 
south Washington street, at that time the center of the retail trade of Peoria. 
In the year 1885. Mr. Albrecht moved his business to the Hamilton building, 
233 South Adams street. where he remained until 1898 when he was compelled 
to retire on account of failing health. 

Since his retirement, Mr. Albrecht devotes his entire attention to looking 
after real-estate interests in and around Peoria. He is the owner of much city 
property, and has a large farm near Washington, Tazewell county, Illinois. 

Henry H. Albrecht was married in 1868 to nliss Katherine Seng, of Wash- 
ington, Illinois, a daughter of a pioneer settler of Tazewell county, who came 
to America from Germany in 1832, making his way by boat up the Illinois 
river to Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Albrecht became the parents of three daugh- 
ters: Vary Louisa, the wife of Jack Weinkauff, head chemist and part owner 
of the wholesale drug firm of Sutliff & Case Company of Peoria; Nellie, who 
married J. Denzler, teller at the Home Savings PLI State Bank of this city; and 
Lillian Odelia, at present employed as a kindergarten teacher in the Peoria 
public schools. Mr. Albrecht and his entire family arc members of the First 
German Methodist Episcopal church. Henry Albrecht now resides at goo Mon- 
son street, this city. He spends his winters at Miami, Florida, where he owns a 
large grapefruit grove, planted under his supervision, in which he takes an 
active and intelligent interest. 

DELOSS STODDARD BROWN. 

Various lines of business activity profited by the cooperation and sound judg- 
ment of Deloss Stoddard Brown. Capable of controlling extensive interests, he 
constantly broadened the scope of his labors and business connections and 
thereby contributed more and more largely to public progress and prosperity as 
well as to individual success. H e  was born in the little hamlet of Lightningbug, 
Massachusetts, on the very top of the Green mountains, situated in the town- 
ship of Cummington, Hampshire county. His father, I-Iiram Crown, Sr.. was 
a cabinet-maker and the son, who was the youngest of the family, soon found 
himself the only bread winner of the household, for his older brothers drifted 
away from home, in search of more advantageous fields of labor. De- 
loss S. Brown worked a t  whatever labor presented itself, picking berries in 
the summer months and grinding whetstones at the water power mill in the* 
winter seasons. The rocky mountainside seemed to indicate something of his 
firm determination and unyielding spirit when with a legitimate purpose in view 
he started out to make his way in the world. Like his older brothers he, too, 
soon discovered that his little home town offered no path to fortune and, leav- 
ing the old homestead, he a t  length arrived in Elmwood, Peoria county. His 
educational advantages were very limited and he had no financial resources, ren- 
dering immediate employment, therefore, a necessity. The year of his arrival in 
this county was 1865. H e  soon found that a certain jeweler of Elmwood was a 
drunkard and from him he purchased his outfit with borrowed money. Then 
he began business as a watchmaker in the window of his brother's shop. He 
frankly acknowledged that he knew nothing of the trade but he possessed much 
natural mechanical ability and ingenuity, gave himself to the study of the bus- 
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iness and in course of time built up a large jewelry trade, increasing the volume 
of his business to such an extent that at one time he sold in a wholesale way 
throughout the central west, having patrons in many cities, including Chicago, 
which was then a comparatively small town. Year after year he closely applied 
himself to the conduct and development of his business and won an enviable 
reputation as an enterprising, progressive merchant. 

In 1867 Mr. Brown formed the acquaintance of Frances Bush, of Peoria, 
and two years later they were married. They became parents of five children, 
Anna Eveline, Alice J., Eugene, Edna and Deloss S. His sons are the most 
prominent real-estate men of Peoria and, operating under the name of The 
Brown Realty Company, have developed and sold several large suburban tracts, 
In the year 1876 William R. Bush, Mrs. Brown's father, induced Mr. Brown 
to remove to Peoria and join him in the distilling business, and the two became 
lifelong business partners. Mr. Brown took up his residence on the East Bluff, 
where he lived until his death. During a successful career in Peoria he held 
many positions of trust and responsibility, always meriting and enjoying the 
complete confidence of his many acquaintances. I l is  opinion concerning invest- 
ments and business policy was as much sought as that of any man of his time. 
As the years passed and prosperity attended his labors he extended his activities 
along many lines, becoming associated with manufacturing. farming, banking, 
municipal atld mercantile interests of the county. By judicious purchase he ac- 
cumulated large real-estate holdings and with the increase in property value? 
these brought him great wealth. From 1886 until the time of his death he con- 
ducted the piano and music business ltnown as the Brown, Page & Hillman Com- 
pany at 309 Main street, of which he was the sole owner: Close application was 
his watchword and his unremitting devotion to business probably brought on his 
last illness resulting in his untimely death on the 1st of July, 1906, at the age of 
sixty-six years. 

Mr. Rrown held to liberal religious views, and was ever actuated by high and 
honorable motives seeking the moral progress of his community. His religion 
was that of works rather than of words and he was a pioneer in the advocacy 
and support of charitable institutions of the city. His life was absolutely clean 
in its purposes and he numbered among his friends many of the most prominent 
men of the city, including Parker Pillsbury, Charles C. Burleigh and many others 
of note. Mr. Brown was a Mason, holding membership in Horeb Lodge of 
Elmwood. H e  was a prince of entertainers and his salient traits of character 
were such as ever won for  him the high regard. good-will and confidence of 
those with whom he was brought in contact, and he was an acceptable companion 
in any society in which intelligence is a necessary attribute to agreeableness. 

HARRY M. POWELL. 

There are two distinct departments in newspaper organization and to make 
any journal successful constant attention must be paid to both of these branches. 
There must be expert attainment along editorial and literary lines and there must 
also be shrewd and discriminating business management. The failure of many 
daily papers is largely the result of incapable executives. More attention is paid 
to the news getting and editorial branch than to the commercial department of 
the enterprise. The Peoria Evening Star is particularly fortunate in its choice 
of a man to control its business operations. Harry M. Powell has been prom- 
inently identified with the corporation controlling the Peoria Star since 1905, 
and his work in his special line has increased the circulation of the paper and 
has put it on a sound and solid financial basis. 

Mr. Powell is a native of Peoria, where he was born April 20, 1878. His 
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were Edwin A. and Lizzie D. Powell, the former one of the pioneer 
settlers in this county and engaged in the real-estate business practically all his 
iife. The family came from Virginia to this section of the country in 1748 and 
its representatives have been prominent in America since pre-Revolutionary 
times. Edwin A. Powell, the father of our subject, was an important figure in 
business circles of this city during his life. H e  died in 1899 and his grave is in 
springdale cemetery, where his wife was also buried on her death in 1905. 

Harry M. Powell attended the public schools of Peoria and was graduated 
from the Central high school in 1892. His business career began in the same 
year, when he started as an office boy with the Peoria Grape Sugar Trust. H e  

this position to enter the employ of a local bicycle firm, but left that 
field of activity soon afterward to become identified with the newspaper business 
and in this line of activity he has been prominent and successful ever since. He 
has occupied his present position as business manager of the Peoria Star Com- 
pany since 190.5 and during that period has made a record for himself for capa- 
ble, efficient and shrewd management of the affairs of his employers. Mr. 
Powell is essentially a business man, capable of a remarkable amount of con- 
centrated work, shrewd in discrimination and sound in judgment, and these 
cpalities have brought him to a high position in his chosen field of activity. 

On the 10th of April, 1907, Mr. Powell was married, in Peoria, to Miss 
Theodosia Marsters, a daughter of William G. and Theodosia Marsters, who 
were well known in this city during their lives. Her father was a member of the 
firm of Johnson & h9arsters, who did a large and important fire insurance busi- 
ness for many years in Peoria. H e  was at one time secretary of the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks and was a prominent man in business circles of this city 
until his death. Mr. Powell and his wife are the parents of one child. William 
Edwin, whose birth occurred on the 12th of March, 1908. The family reside at 
No. 123 MOSS avenue in a beautiful and artistic home erected by Mr. Powell in 
1908. 

Politically Mr. Powell is a stanch democrat and is a firm believer in the prin- 
cipIes and policies for  which this party stands. He takes an intelligent interest 
in current affairs and was appointed by Governor Deneen as democratic mem- 
ber of the state board of arbitration. H e  holds membership in the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks and is well and prominently known among the mem- 
bers of the Creve Coeur Club. H e  is endowed in an eminent degree with those 
qualities of concentrated industry and power of initiative which win success in 
any business career. H e  has made the Peoria Star well known and financially 
prosperous and his ability and able direction have placed that newspaper upon a 
solid business footing. 

JAMES R. CARTER. 

James R. Carter, superintendent of the J. G. Cherry Company, is a most en- 
terprising young man of promising future. H e  was born in Harrisburg, Vir- 
ginia, on the 15th of January, 1879, and is a son of Robert Carter, a carpenter 
by trade. 

Reared at home at the usual age James R. Carter was placed in the public 
schools of his native town, where he pursued his education until he had attained 
the age of twelve years. His text-books were then laid aside in order that he 
might become self-supporting. He first found employment in a grist mill in 
his home town. Being an energetic youth of practical ideas, early realizing that 
thrift and industry are essential factors in successful achievement, he applied 
himself intelligently to the mastery of every detail of the business. His efforts 
in this direction were so well rewarded that four years later, at the age of six- 
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teen, he was offered and accepted the position of miller at Carlton, Maryland. 
He was employed in the Carlton Mills for four years, a t  the expiration of which 
time he came to Illinois, first settling in Chicago. A few months later he came 
to Peoria, becoming a resident of this city in 1899. For three years thereafter 
he worked for the street car company in the capacity of conductor, withdrawing 
at the end of that time to enter the machine shop of E. M. Smith. Two years 
later he removed to Kansas City, but he only remained there about twelve 
months, returning to Peoria in 1go5 to accept a position in the factory of J. G. 
Cherry Company, manufacturers of egg cases. He fully appreciated the fact 
that this afforded excellent opportunities for advancement and applied his hest 
energies and highest intelligence to his duties. His employers early recognized 
his worth and subsequently promoted him to the position of superintendent: 
The responsibilities this entailed brought to light hitherto unexpected powers 
and Mr. Carter early manifested the executive ability and foresight that marked 
him as one not only fully qualified to direct but to lead. Since he became con- 
nected with this firm six years ago he has rebuilt the plant arid has installed new 
machinery practically throughout the establishment, introducing many ideas and 
innovations entirely his own. H e  is absorbed in his work, and is constai~tl~r 
striving to improve the enterprise in every possible way, transmitting his enthu- 
siasm to his workmen, who thus find greater pleasure in the execution of their 
duties. A practical man of original ideas and progressive methods, he possesses 
the vital force and enterprise to successfully direct and promote an industry 
under most trying competitive conditions, and is becoming recognized as one of 
the industrial leaders in the city. 

On the 31st or' October, 1905, Mr. Carter was united in marriage to Miss 
Maribel Jennings of Peoria, Illinois, and a daughter of the late Joel Jennings, 
a well known agriculturist of Patoka, this state. Two sons have been horn of 
this marriage. Mr. Carter owns his residence and several other pieces of prop- 
erty here and at Averyville. 

H e  is not affiliated with any clubs or fraternal organizations, devoting his 
entire time to the development of his business interests and his family. His 
achievements are highly deserving of commendation as they are the well merited 
remarks of honest endeavor and painstaking efforts exercised by a man who has 
been self-supporting from his early boyhood. 

PROFESSOR JOHN ARLEIGH I-IAYES. I 

Professor John Arleigh Hayes, a Harvard man, whose liberal educational 
training has well qualified him for responsible duties in educational circles, is i 
now filling the position of county superintendent of schools, to which he was 
elected in September, 1910. H e  holds to high standards in this work, is pro- 
gressive in his methods, and under his direction the schools of the county are 
malting substantial and practical advancement. 

Professor Hayes is still a young man, his birth having occurred in Brim- 
field, Peoria county, Illinois, on the 19th of January, 1577. His father, Charles 
Hayes, was a native of England, but when seven years of age was brought to 
America by his parents, who settled in Cleveland, Ohio. Later a removal was 
made to Earlville, Iowa, where he was reared to manhood, and on starting out 
in life for himself, took up the profession of teaching. When twenty-two years 
of age he removed to Peoria county, Illinois, where he has since engaged in 
teaching and farming, meeting with success in both lines of endeavor. He now 
lives in Brimfield and has a well improved farm in this vicinity. In  politics he 
has. always been an active democrat and has held a number of local positions, 
including that of town clerk. H e  has also been school treasurer and the cause 
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of has found in him a stalwart champion, for he recognizes in it the 
bulwark and defense of the nation. H e  married Miss Elizabeth Hindle, of 
Peoria county, a member of one of the early English families here, and they 
became the parents of eight children, of whom seven are yet living. 

Professor John A. 'Hayes was reared in a home of culture and refinement 
w]lere intellectual progress was rated at its true worth, recognizing the fact that 
in providing their children with good educational advantages they gave them 
a *riceless gift. The parents thus made it possible for John A. Hayes, as well as 

inembers of the family, to pursue their studies beyond the public-school 
course. He was graduated from the Western Normal College with the class 
of 1896 and afterward entered the Illinois State Normal. Later he went east 
for further study and entered the scientific course in Harvard University, with 
the class of 1903. H e  then returned to his home state and took up the profes- 
sion of teaching, being connected with the schools a t  Monica, Illinois, for a 
time. In 1905 he accepted the position of principal of the Loucks school in 
Peoria, remaining in charge for three years, when he was appointed assistant 
county superintendent of schools. In the fall of 1910 he became a candidate for 
county superintendent and in the election in September was chosen to that office 
as the successor of C. I?. Stone. H e  has since satisfactorily served as the head 

I of the school system of ' the  county and his well formulated plans for improve- 
ment have been followed by excellent results. H e  lieeps in close touch with the 

I best work that is being done in city, country and state scl~ools, is a reader of 
the foremost educational journals, and while he has adopted ideas advanced by 
others, he has also displayed much of the spirit of the initiative in formulating 
plans especially adapted to needs and conditions here. 

In Princeville, in 1906, Professor Hayes was united in marriage to PIIiss 
Cora V. Buck, a daughter of M. H .  Buck, a retired farmer of Princeville. They 
have one child, Gertrude Elizabeth. The parents hold membership in the IMeth- 
odist church and are interested and active in its work. Professor Hayes gives 
his political allegiance to the democratic party and fraternally is connected with 

, the Masons, the Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Modern Wood- 
men of America. Wherever known he is held in high regard and most of all, 
where he is best known. H e  is always to be found in those circles where the 
most intelligent men are gathered in the discussion of vital and significant ques- 
tions and his influence and labors have been a potent factor for progress. 

I HENRY C. BLOCK. 

The pages of this work illustrate the lives of many successful men, who have 
risen from poverty to opulence and influence, but of none can it be said more 
truthfully than of Henry C. Block that his work from beginning to end was 
actively creative, public-spirited, inspired by a generous, proud and loyal heart, 
and useful to the last degree. The prosperity of a city is mirrored in the devel- 
opment and increase of its commerciai activity. The enterprise, activity and 
success of the business men of a city are the ground work of its prosperi~y. 
When business grows, a city grows. Therefore to the men who have linked their 
fate with the progress of a city, who have contributed to its growth by giving all 
their faculties and talents to the upbuilding of its industries, that city owes a debt 
of gratitude. A man to whom Peoria is indebted in a large degree in this man- 
ner, is the gentleman whose name heads this sketch, Henry C. Block. 

Thoroughly conversant with the details of his profession, energetic in all his 
commercial transactions, as well as honorable and high-minded in all the different 
phases of life, Mr. Block occupies an enviable position among his fellow citizens, 
who willingly accord to him a place in their first ranks, not alone for his many 
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business qualities, but for every trait that marks the true Christian gentleman 
and man of honor. 

Henry C. Block, who is now president of the great dry-goods firm of Schip 
per Sr Block, of Peoria, was born in Leer, East Friesland, Germany, in lgqz 
His father kept a small dry-goods and dyeing establishment in Leer, and the bo; 
was conversant with the details of the business from an early age. He was edu- 
cated in Germany, receiving the excellent course of study which the high schools 
of that country offer to its young men. Immediately on leaving school, he entered 
his father's dry-goods store, where he learned the business thoroughly by expe- 
rience in all its departments. H e  also worked as a clerk in two large dry-goods 
stores in Germany before sailing for America in 1865 a t  the age of t w e ~ ~ t y - t h r ~ ~  
years. He landed first in New York, where he worked for  a year in a dry-goods 
store. In 1866 he came west and settling in Pekin, Illinois, accepted a position 
as clerk in the store of George Tom. The following year, he came to Peoria and 
entered the employ of the Roebeck Dry Goods Company then doing business on 
Main street. However, he remained in Peoria but a short time, after which he 
returned to Pekin to work for Bonk & Company, leading dry-goods merchants of 
that city. In 1869 Mr. Block's energy and business qualifications were rewarded 
by the offer of a partnership in the business, which he accepted. The business 
was reorganized, and the firm name changed to Schipper & Block, uilcler which 
name it is now in a flourishing condition in I'ekin, Illinois. In 1880, Henry C. 
Block joined with his brother Frederick and Xlr. Schipper, and later was joined 
by Theodore Kuhl, in opening a store in Peoria, which was the foundation of 
the present magnificent business of Schipper Ss Block of this city. Frederick 
Block was one of the most prominent business men of his time, and he put into 
his new project all of his business knowledge, his energy and activity. The be- 
ginning was small-a little store on South Adams street. But the business policy 
of perfect honesty, one price for all, strict integrity in all business dealings, 
straight-forward methods, and no misrepresentation of goods, prevailed then as 
it prevails now, and the little store grew and prospered. I t  soon moved into the 
store which is at present occupied by the Martin Dry Goods store, where its re- 
markable success continued for a number of years. In 1896 the store again 
moved into larger quarters, occupying the present site of P. A. Bergner & Com- 
pany in the Woolner building at the corner of Fulton and Adams streets. Here 
it remained for ten years, growing continually, keeping up steadfastly to its 
original high standard of efficiency and gradually growing to be the largest dry- 
goods store in Peoria. Six years ago it was found that the business was too 
large even for the quarters in the Woolner building, and the present magnificent 
store was erected across the street from its old site at the corner of Fulton and 
Adams streets. This "Big White Store" is the pride of Peoria today. It  is the 
largest dry-goods store in the state outside of Chicago. Every department is as 
efficiently and as perfectly equipped as a separate store. I t  is a hundred stores 
in one. Everything can be bought there, from pins to the most magnificent gowns 
that the markets of the world have to offer. I t  has nine stories-seven floors, 
a basement and a suh-basement. and the business done every day is enormous. 
The furniture department, which was formerly conducted as a separate store 
under the name of the Schipper & Block Furniture Company, has now been in- 
corporated into the main store, and occupies two floors of the building. There 
are three warehouses built behind the store which are used as workrooms, and 
for  storing and manufacturing furniture and picture frames. Recently a tunnel 
was constructed under the alley, and the delivery department was changed from 
the main building to the warehouses. But with all this success, the policy which 
directed the little store in 1880, directs the enormous corporation today. The 
success of Henry C. Block and of Schipper & Block is based on honesty, strict 
business integrity. and keeping to the one price idea. Henry C. Block is presi- 
dent of the company. H e  has amassed a splendid fortune, and has made a busi- 
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ness reputation of which he has every reason to be proud, yet in manner he is 
unassuming and his tastes are modest. True worth, however, cannot be hidden 
and all with whom Mr. Block has been brought in contact recognize his sterling 
qualities of manhood and citizenship and pay to him that tribute of esteem and 
admiration which is accorded to honorable manhood in every land of the world. 

Henry C. Block was married in Pekin, in 1871, to Miss Louisa Smith, a mem- 
ber of a prominent family of manufacturers in Germany, and his married life 
has been particularly happy. He has never mingled much in politics. devoting 
his time entirely to business affairs, but he is interested in the public questions 
of his day, and has always been affiliated with the republican party. He is a 
member of the Creve Coeur Club, and belongs to the Methodist church. 

Mr. Block has built up by his energy and business acumen the magnificent 
business at whose head he is today. H e  has attained enviable distinction in the 
business world by his indomitable perseverance in any undertaking he once em- 
barks in, his boldness of operation in his projects, his unusual capacity for judg- 
ing the motives and merits of men, and the integrity and loyalty of his devotion 
to his friends. While in his business career he has passed on to a position of 
wealth and prominence, he has never neglected the opportunities to assist a fel- 
low traveler on life's journey, his hand being often extended to aid some one to 
lyhorn nature, fate or  environment have seemed less kindly. His life has been in 
large measure an exemplification of his belief in the universal brotherhood of 
man. H e  has never allowed questionable methods to form a part of his business 
career, and over the record of his life there falls no shadow of suspicion of evil. 

GEORGE W. BURTON. 

George W. Burton, a young Peoria lawyer, with offices in the Mayor build- 
ing, was born in Washington, D. C., April IS, 1880. His father, Robert A. Eur- 
ton, also is a lawyer, engaged in general practice in Chicago. 

George W. Burton graduated' from Hyde Park high school (Chicago) in 
1897. Following some miscellaneous employments, including newspaper re- 
porting, law office, street railway, census office and other work he graduated in 
June, 1902, frorfi the law department of Columbian University, (now George 
Washington University) of Washington, D. C. 

After two years in Chicago he entered the employ of the Illinois Traction 
System in a minor capacity in the office of L. E. Fischer, then general manager. 
at Danville, Illinois. 

Mr. Burton came to Peoria in December, 1908. He is a member of the 
Peoria and Illinois State Bar Associations, and is also a member of the Creve 
Coeur Club. His political preference is republican. 

Mr. Burton is engaged in general practice and is also general counsel of the 
Illinois Traction System. 

JOHN R. JOHNSON. 

John R. Johnson, who is numbered among the successful farmers of Lime- 
stone township, was born in Germany, October 8. 1846. His parents were Rent 

. and Gretchen (Ollrechs) Johnson, who came to America in 1851 and settled in 
Peoria, where they resided for eighteen years. Subsequently they removed to 
a farm in Peoria township, where they spent the rest of their lives. 

Tohn R. Johnson was only five years of age when his parents brought him 
to Peoria, where he was reared and received his education. He remained under 
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the parental roof until he was twenty-four years of age and then took up the 
cooper trade in Peoria, which he followed until 1874. At that time he rented a 
farm of eighty acres, on which he was engaged in farming for two years. In 
1876 he purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land in Limestone towns1lip, 
which is part of his present farm, paying twenty-five dollars per acre, the same 
being now worth one hundred dollars per acre. In 1888 he bought an adjoining 
eighty acres. FIe successfully engages in general farming, having one hundred 
acres in hay, twenty-five in corn, eleven in oats and eighteen in wheat, while the 
remaining number of acres which are pasture land, are used for his hogs. cattle 
and horses. 

On the 8th of June, 1873, Mr. Johnson was united in marriage with Miss 
Catherine Benders, a daughter of Ben and Anna (Stroman) Benders, formerly 
of Limestone township. Mrs. Johnson and her sister, Bertha (Benders) Ahton, 
came from Germany to Peoria county, Illinois, in 1872. The sister died in 1906, 
at  the age of sixty years. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have become the parents of 
eight children : Rent, born May 14, 1874; Ben, born August 25, 1376 ; John, born 
November 21, 1878; George, born April 13, 1881 ; Annie, born March 3, 1883; 
Henry, born September 23, 1885; Maggie, born June 20, 1887; and Carl, born 
February 28, 1893. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson now have twenty-three grandchil- 
dren. H e  and his family are zealous members of the German Lutheran church. 
He has a wide circle of acquaintances in the community where he has made his 
home for so many years and is best liked where he is best known-a fact in- 
dicative of qualities of character that are commendable, ever commanding respect 
and regard. 

I 

JOHN W. BUSHELL. 

The name of Bushel1 has been prominent in business and manufacturing I 
circles in Peoria for over fifty years. The family is at  present represented in 
this city by John W. Bushell, head of A. A. Bushel1 & Son, general roofers and 
builders of asphalt pavement, which business was handed down to him by his 
father, who had been prominently connected with it for many years before his 
death. 

John W. Bushel1 was a native of Peoria, having been born in this city in 1862. 
His father was Augustine Andrew Bushell, a native of Ireland, born in Dublin, 
August 31, 1833. H e  came to Canada in 1841, but spent most of his boyhood 
a t  Newburg, New York, where he received a common-school education, and 
learned the tinner's trade. In 1852, Augustine Bushel1 came to Peoria for the 
first time, and worked at  tinning until 1854, when he again returned to New- 
burg where he married Miss Anna T. Callahan, mother of the subject of this 
sketch. In 1855 they returned to Peoria, where Augustine Bushel1 pursued 
the occupation of tinning and general roofing, thus laying the foundation of the 
magnificent business along this line of which his son is head at the present 
time. Augustine Bushel1 was an accomplished musician, and helped in the organ- 
ization of the famous Spencer's band, one of the oldest and most noted institutions 
of its kind in Peoria county. Augustine Bushel1 died in Peoria, October 20, 

1888, and the march at  his funeral was played by the members of Spencer's 
band, which he had helped to organize. Augustine Bushell's political affiliations 
were strictly democratic, and he was a devout member of the Roman Catholic 
church. H e  was the father of eight children of whom six are now living: 
Charlotte M., who married Frank Kimmett of Peoria; Robert E. ; Monica, the 
wife of James E. Bennett of Peoria; Mary Emma; Ruth E., who married Dr. 
W. T. Whalen of this city; and John W. at present head of the great asphalt 
business. 
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John W. Bushel1 received his education in the grammar and high schools 
of Peoria. Upon his father's death in 1888 he succeeded to the business, which 
,till retains the firm name of A. A. Bushel1 & Son. I t  is a magnificent concern 
at the present time, located on South Washington street, and doing an immense 
business in its different branches. The roofing department has progressed and 
flourished more and more every year, while the asphalt interests are a business 
in itself. Most of the asphalt pavements in Peoria are the work of A. A. Bushel1 
& Son, and the success in this line which Augustine Eushell won by hard work, 
constant absorption in business, and strict honesty, John W. Eushell has 
carried on by the kindred qualities of broad intelligence, energy. a thorough 
knowledge of the science of asphalt making from beginning to end, and a con- 
tinuatior~ of the honest principles of his father. 

In 1885 John W. Bushel1 married Miss Catherine Donnelly of Peoria and 
they became the parents of eleven children. Mr. Bushel1 attends St. Marks 
church and is actively interested in its affairs. His business reputation is un- 
questioned in Peoria, and his success is founded upon uprightness of purpose 
and scrupulously honest methods. 

i HENRY G. SCHWEITZER. 

/ Henry G. Schweitzer, president of The Cereal Food Company, is one of 
the enterprising representatives of the manufacturing interests of Peoria, who 
has nlacle a natne and place for himself in the local business circles by reason of 
the keen discernment, well defined methods and general intelligence he has mani- 
fested in the development of his industry. H e  was born in San Jose, IIason 
county, Illinois, on February 14, 1864) and is a son of Henry G. and Christina 
Schweitzer. The father was one of the very early pioneer settlers of Mason 
county, where he engaged in agricultural pursuits during the remaining period 
of his active life. H e  was living in retirement at the time of his death whicll 
occurred in July, 1894) at the venerable age of eighty-three. H e  was survived 
by the mother, who was seventy-seven when she passed away in 1897. The 
farni1y.i~ of German nationality, the father having been born and reared in the 
old country, whence he emigrated to the United States in 1830. 

Reared on the farm where he was born, Henry G. Schweitzer passed the 
early years of his life in a manner typical to the country lad of Illinois at that 
period. H e  received but a limited education, having left school at the age of 
eleven years in order to assist his father with the operation of the farm. Dur- 
ing the succeeding six years he gave his undivided attention to the work of the 
fields and care of the stock, but at the expiration of that time he started out to 
make his own way in the world. Feeling that commercial activities offered 
better remuneration for the. same amount of labor than agriculture he deter- 
mined to qualify himself for a business career. The first two years after leav- 
ing l ~ o n ~ e  he worked at various occupations, subsequently coming to Peoria where 
he obtained a salesman's position with The Comstock Avery Furniture Com- 
pany. H e  continued in the service of this firm for seventeen years, thus ac- 
quirlng a very thorough knowledge of modern commercial methods and at the 
same time slowly accumulating the necessary capital to engage in business for 
himself. In 1900, he resigned his position and went into the vinegar and pickle 
business, his establishment being conducted under the name of The Central City 
Pickle Company. After developing this into a well organized and thriving activity. 
he disposed of it and bought up the Norman, Case, Smith Cereal Food Com- 
pany. He increased the capitalization of this concern from five thousand to 
twenty-two thousand dollars, which resulted in a corresponding increas'e in its 
sales department. Mr. Schweitzer possesses sound judgment and practical ideas 
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and reinforces these with the tireless energy and the determination of purpose 
that invariably bring success in any undertaking. H e  incorporated his enter- 
prise in April, 1910, and removed his plant to the foot of Cedar street, where 
they are still located. Through his intelligent and capably executed system the 
business is developing in a highly satisfactory manner and they now occupy a 
new building, three hundred by fifty. feet. 

Mr. Schweitzer has been twice married. His first union was with Miss 
Lucy Muhl, who passed away on February 22, 1896, and was laid to rest in Spring 
dale cemetery. Two boys were born to them: Harry E., who is now twenty- 
two years of age and the secretary of The Cereal Food Company; and Luciell 
M., who is a youth of fifteen years. On the 6th of May, 1898, Mr. Schweitzer 
was married to Miss Katherine Strunk, a daughter of Carl Strunk, the father 
a well known merchant tailor of this city. One child has been born to Mr, 
Schweitzer and his second wife, Corrinne, who is attending school. The fam- 
ily live at 122 Barker avenue, where Mr. Schweitzer erected a very pleasant 
residence in 1890. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schweitzer are members of the German Methodist Episcopal 
church, and fraternally he is affiliated with the Modern Woodn~en of America 
and the Travelers Protective Association, while in politics he is a republican. 
He has been a resident of Peoria for practically thirty years, having first lo- 
cated here in 1883, and during the intervening years he has manifested those 
qualities that have won him recognition as a man of more than average ability. 
His progress in the business world has not been at all phenomenal, but the slow, 
steady advance of the man with a definite aim and strongly concentrated forces ; 
the essential factors for  success in any career. 

JAMES T O W L E  ROGERS. 

Sixty years of successful business in a city, entitles a man to be numbered 
among the citizens who have contributed to the growth and progress of that 
city. Individual success in business is coincident with a share in the con~lnunal 
prosperity. No man can do his work well and honestly, build up his bus~t~ess 
along lines of integrity and honor, from small beginnings to a successful cul- 
mination, without being a factor in the growth and industrial upbuilding of the 
city in which he lives. A man of this class, one who has given his undivided 
attention for a half a century to an honorable calling, pronloting the prosperity 
of Peoria by the sure means of his personal success, is James Towle Rogers, 
pioneer lumberman and successful business man of this city. 

Jatnes Towle Rogers was born in Brockport, New Yorlr, January 10, 1533. 
His parents were Pelatiah and Mary Rogers, of good old American stock, proud 
to trace their ancestry bsck to the Captain Rogers, who came over to this coun- 
try in the Mayflower, and whose descendants in this country wherever found, 
are carrying out his traditions of stanch and sturdy independence. Mr. James 
Rogers' education was received in the country schools and in Knox Seminary. 
ITe came to Peoria at an early age, and after two years spent in the grocery 
business in this city, he began dealing in all kinds of lumber. His first lumher 
mill was opened in Peoria in March, 1858. I t  was situated at the corner of 
Fayette and Washington streets. He put his entire time, and his concentrated 
efforts into his work, doing almost all of the worlc himself, and building up by 
his unflagging industry, his strict honesty and his unvarying attention to the 
turning out of perfect workmanship, an industry which grew and flourished 
year by year. H e  next opened a plant at the corner of Adams and Harrison 
streets. and this was an enlargement and irnprovemcnt over the original lumber 
tnill. When the business grew too large even for these quarters, Mr. Rogers 
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moved his establishment . to its present location at 1016 South Washington 
street. He has been known for  half a century in Peoria as an expert lumber- 
man, who is intimately acquainted with the details of the business, and as a 
man who carved out his own success by the sure methods of honesty and fair 
dealing. He does not specialize in any particular branch, but does general mill- 
ing and sawing of lumber. H e  has always been affiliated with the republican 
party, but reserves the right to vote for  the man whom he considers best fitted 
for the position. H e  belongs to no secret societies nor to any clubs, but lets his 
business absorb all his energies. He is a devoted and prominent member of the 
First Congregational church. 

On Octoher S, 1863, Mr. Rogers was married to Miss Anna \Villiams Dinwid- 
die, a daughter of Hugh and Mary Dinwiddie of Peoria. Of this union were born 
four children: Harry James, who married Caroline Sammis; Mary, the wife 
of James L. Bickford; Herbert Dinwiddie, who married Edith A. Quinn; and 
Charles Offield. who married Jetta M. Bailey. H e  is now seventy-nine years of 
age, and stands a t  the summit of a successful career, happy in the knowledge 
that his prosperity is the deserved reward of an honorable and upright life. 

AUGUSTIN V. D. ROUSSEAU 

Among the leading members of the legal profession in Peoria who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in comparatively early life may be mentioned Augustin 
V. D. Rousseau, a general practitioner, with offices at No. 127 North Jefferson 
avenue, at which he has been practicing since 1901. H e  was born in Peoria, 
October 16, 1874, a son of the late A. V. D. and Katherine E. (Bowman) Rous- 
seau. The father was a well known wholesale grocer of Peoria, formerly of 
Hennepin, Putnam county, Illinois, who settled in Peoria in 1869. From the 
time of his identification with the wholesale grocery trade in Peoria until his 
death he made that his business. The family is of French origin and was es- 
tablished in the new world before the days of the Revolutionary war and the 
great-grandfather, Charles Huelett, was a soldier in the American army during 
the' Revolutionary period. The great-grandfather, Louis Rousseau, emigrated 
from France to  the island of San Domingo, having obtained from Louis XIV 
a large tract of land in that island. H e  emigrated to the United States in 1789 
and settled in Philadelphia. The father died in 1903, at the age of sixty years, 
and the mother passed away in 1906, at the age of fifty-seven years. The 
msther's family settled in Peoria in 1860. 

Augustin V. D. Rousseau attended the common schools of Peoria and was 
graduated from the high school in 1894. H e  then entered the University of 
Michigan, wherein he pursued his studies for four years, being graduated from 
that institution with the degree of A. 13. His legal knowledge was obtained 
partly in the University of Michigan and partly in the law office of Jack S. 
Tichenor in Peoria. Mr. Rousseau was admitted to the bar in 1901 and he has 
since practiced his profession in this city. His career has been a distinguished 
and successful one and he is an honored member of the Peoria Bar Association. 
He has always taken a deep interest in matters affecting the welfare of his city, 
:ommunity and state and is secretary of the Peoria Deep 1;GTaterway Association. 

In Tremont, Tazewell county. Illinois, on June 2, 1903, Mr. Rousseau was 
united in marriage to Miss Helen M. Campbell. a daughter of Adams A. and 
Lida (Briggs) Campbell. The father passed away recently and the mother died 
in Peoria in 1897, being buried in Springdale cemetery. Mr. and Mrs. Rous- 
seau have one daughter, Dorothea, born September 10, 1908, and a son, Clem- 
ant J7an Dplte, born September 26, I ~ I T .  
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Politically Mr. Rousseau is affiliated with the republican party, and was 
justice of the peace from 1905 to 1909. H e  is a member of the Creve Coeur 
Club, and in his religious connection belongs to St. Paul's Episcopal church, of 

which he was a vestryman. The family during the winter months occupy their 
home at No. 302 Bigelow street and during the warm season they reside at 
Prospect Heights. Peoria is fortunate in having as a member of its legal pro- 
fession a young man with the ability possessed by Mr. Rousseau. His profes- 
sional knowledge is exhaustive and in his presence he is tactful, his ability win- 
ning him a greater degree of siuccess than usually falls to the lot of an attorney 
of his age and experience. 

CHARLES H. FELTMAN. 

Peoria, with its pulsing industrial activities, its excellent shipping facilities 
and its favorable location in the center of the great grain belt of the country, is 
continuously drawing to itself important business concerns and eliciting the co- 
operation and activity of business men of marked enterprise and capability. For 
a quarter of a century Charles H. Feltman has occupied a central place on the 
stage of commercial and financial progress and is today widely known as a suc- 
cessful grain merchant, as a promoter of the Central National Banlc and as the 
president of the Peoria Board of Trade. H e  was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
March 31, 1859, his parents being Henry and Catharine (von der Velde) Felt- 
man. The father, leaving Westphalia, Germany, in 1836, when a mere boy. 
sailed for America and for a number of years thereafter made his home in 
Chicago. H e  was married in Wisconsin to Catharine von der Velde, who in the 
year 1548 accon~panied her parents f roll1 Hanover, Germany, the family 11eir.g 
among the first to leave their section of the fatherland for America. The family 
home was established in Wisconsin and there Mr. and Mrs. Feltman began their 
domestic life, removing several years later to Pekin, Illinois. It  was in 1864 
that Henry Feltman took up his abode in Pekin, where for many years he con- 
ducted business successfully as a lumber merchant. 

Charles H. Feltman, a lad of five years at the time of the removal to $his 
state, pursued his early education in the public schools of Peliin and made such 
progress, owing to his natural aptitude for study, that at the notably early age 
of fourteen he was able to enter the Iowa Wesleyan University at Rfount Pleas- 
ant, having the distinction of being the youngest scholar ever enrolled in that 
institution of learning. While a student there he joined the Beta Theta Pi, a 
college fraternity, and the only secret society with which he has ever become 
identified. After two years of steady work at Mount Pleasant he decided to 
enter the business world and although his father ~vas  a man of considerable 
wealth and would gladly have aided his so11 in establishing himself in business, 
the latter preferred to "row his own canoe," as he expresses it, and from the agc 
of sixteen has depended entirely upon his own labor and resources. H e  secured 
the position of bookkeeper a t  the Smith Wagon Works in Pelcin and afterward 
becarne bookkeeper for Wilson & Holcomb, proprietors of a distillery there. 
On the incorporation of that business, the members of the firm, in recogintion of 
the efficient and faithful service of Mr. Feltman, had certain stock in the cor- 
poration laid away for the young bookkeeper. The work of the latter was so 
satisfactory that when he was eighteen years of age he was elected secretary and 
manager of the company, filling the dual position with distinction for a number 
of years. 

In  1886 M r .  Feltman resigned his position and came to Peoria, entering t l~e 
mrain commission firt.n~ of Smith, Hippen & Company, which had its home office 
rn Pekin. H e  acted as managing partner at Peoria and five years later, follow- 
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ing the death of Mr. Hippen, entered the grain trade on his own account, thus 
establishjng himself in the business in which he is now most successfullv en- 
gaged, ranking with the foremost grain merchants of Peoria. H e  is a man of 
determined purpose and keen insight, forceful and resourceful, and his persever- 
ance, combined with keen business judgment, enables him to carry forward to 
;uccessf~l completion whatever he undertakes. In addition to the grain business 
Mr. Feltman is the owner of two well improved forms, one comprising three 
lluadred acres in Elmwood township and the other two hundred and forty acres 
in Ric1111roods township. H e  is identified with financial circles as one of the 
directors of the Central National Bank of Peoria, to which office he was caller1 
in 1908, tvhile for a lol~g term of years he has been one of its stockholders. For 
a quarter of a century he has operated on the Board of Trade of Peoria and is 
now its honored president. He is also a member of the Illinois Grain Dealers' 
-issociation, the National Hay Association and the National Grain Dealers' AS- 
sociation. 

On the 7th of February, 1895, in Peoria, RIr. Feltinan was married to Miss 
Ethel E. Smith, and they are now parents of two daughters and a son, Catharine, 
Marion and Carl. The family occupies a beautiful and well appointed residence 
at No. 401 West Armstrong avenue, and Mr. Feltman owns other choice resi- 
dence property in the city. The family attend the First Congregational church. 
Mr. Feltman serving at the present time for the third term as a church trustee. 
I-Ie belongs also to the Creve Coeur Club, the Transportation Club and to the 
Association of Commerce, organizations in which he talies a lively interest, con- 
tributing to their advancelllent in a financial way and through active cooperation. 
It is characteristic of him that he \vorlis diligently in behalf of any movement or 
measure with which he becomes identified. His interests are varied and each 
organization or enterprise with which he is connected feels the stinlulus of his 
indefatigable energy. and his progressive spirit. His opinions carry weight in 
social as well as business circles and he has attained a position that classes him 
with Peoria's most representative and honored business men. 

HUGH LINWOOD DICKSON. 

Hugh Linwood Dickson, general counsel for the Brotherhood of Locomo- 
tive Firemen and Enginemen, with offices on the twelfth floor of the Jefferson 
building, Peoria, since January I,  1909, is an attorney of broad professional 
knowledge and experience. H e  was born in Water Valley, Mississippi, August 
12, 1871. the son of Iiilliam R. and Ella P. (IlcCornico) Diclison. 

His preliminary education was acquired in the public and high schools of 
Water Valley and he later entered the law department of the University of 
Mississippi, remaining a student of that institution during 1895 and 1896. On 
March 20, 1896, he was admitted to the bar by the supreme court of Jackson, 
Mississippi, and at Water Valley. Mississippi, he at once engaged in the practice 
of his profession. In  December of that year he went to Memphis, Tennessee, 
where he remained until June, IS%, when he removed to Kingman, Arizona. In  
November, 1900, he was elected attorney for Mohave county and in 1902 he was 
reelected, serving until 1905, when, in January of that year he removed to San 
Bernardino, California, where he again engaged in the practice of his profession. 
In November, I@, he was elected district attorney for a term of four years but 
resigned this position toward the close of 1908 and immediately thereafter set- 
tled in Peoria. Mr. Dickson still retains his membership in the San Bernardino 
Bar Association, of which he is an honored and valued member. 

His family consists of two daughters : Margaret, who is six years of age; and 
Dorothy, aged three years. His fraternal connection is liinited to membership 

1-01. 11-23 
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in the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. The family residence is at  No. J19 
Indiana avenue. Mr. Dickson possesses a broad knowledge of the law and has 
the advantage of a diversified experience in different parts of the United States, 
T-le is fast building up a lucrative practice in Peoria and has already attained a 
creditable standing in professional and business circles in the cty of his adoption. 

I 
I 

M. D. SPURCK, M. D. 

Dr. M. D. Spurck, a well known representative of the medical profession in 
Peoria, makes a specialty of the treatment of diseases of the ear, nose and 
throat and has maintained his offices in the Jefferson building since the 1st of 
May, 1910. His birth occurred in this city on the 16th of May, 1882, his par- 
ents being M. D. and Harriet (Selby) Spurck. The father, a pioneer manu- 
facturer of corn planters, passed away in 1897, at the age of sixty-three years, 
his remains being interred in St. Joseph's cemetery. His widow makes her home 
at  No. 401 Monroe street and has an extensive circle of friends in Peoria. 

M. D. Spurck pursued his education in this city until graduated from the 
high school in 1900, when he entered the University of Pennsylvania, which in- 
stitution conferred upon him the degree of M. D. in 1904. He  then spent a year 
as interne in St. Christopher's Hospital at Philadelphia and subsequently served 
as externe at  the Wills Eye Hospital for eighteen months. In 1907 he went to 
Europe, continuing his studies in the hospital of the University of Vienna and 
acting as clinical assistant in the ear, nose and throat department of that institu- 
tion during the years of 1907, 1908 and 199. While a resident of Vienna he 
spent eighteen months as assistant in the private office and hospital of Dozent 
I-Iajek. His thorough training abroad well equipped him for his chosen life work 
and since his return to America he has practiced successfully as a specialist in 
the treatment of diseases of the ear. nose and throat, making Peoria the scene 
of his professional labors. He holds membership in the Peoria County Medical 
Society, the Pepper XIedical Society of Philadelphia, and the Alpha Mu Pi 
Omega Medical Fraternity. He also belongs to the Creve Coeur and Country 
Clubs and fraternally is identified with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. 
His residence is at  No. 401 Monroe street. Though still a young man, Dr. 
Spurck has already attained a position in professional ranks which augurs well 
for the future. 

CLARENCE W. HEYL. 

Clarence W. Heyl, an attorney at law conducting a general practice, has of- 
fices at 307 German Fire Insurance building, in Peoria, where he has been lo- 
cated since 1907. H e  was born at  Manito, Mason county, Illinois, on the 14th 
of May, 1884, a son of William E. and Etura Heyl. The former is a merchant, 
farmer and grain dealer residing at Manito. The family is of German origin and 
the grandfather, Christian Heyl, settled in Groveland, Illinois, in 1846. 

Clarence W. Heyl received his preliminary education at the district school 
near his father's home and completed a high-school course at Was!ilington. He 
then came to Peoria where he attended Brown's Business College, after which 
he was employed by Fred Ticknor, insurance inspector, as bookkeeper for three 
years. He then obtained the position of special representative for the new Eng- 
land Mutual Life Insurance Company and during the time he served this com- 
pany was engaged in going to school, his active service being during vacations. 
His choice of a profession having been determined, in 1904 he entered the Illi- 
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nois Wesleyan University and Law School at Bloomington, taking both the lit- 
erary and legal courses, and upon the completion of his studies there he passed a 

examination and was graduated with the degree of LL-B., being 
admitted to the bar in December, 1907. Immediately after his admission to the 
bar he settled in Peoria and began practicing his profession. H e  returned, how- ! 

ever, in June, 1908, to the law school for the purpose of taking post-graduate 
work. He is a member of the Peoria County and State Bar Associations, keep- 
ing in close touch with the advancement made in his profession. 

Mr. Hey1 was married in Paragould, Arkansas, December 25, 1909, to Miss 
Mayme. Randolph, a daughter of E. E. and Laura Randolph, the former a lum- 
ber and stave manufacturer. T o  this union has been born a daughter, Helen 
Grace, whose birth occurred June 25, 1911. Mr. Heyl's allegiance is given to 
the republican party and though not a politician in the sense of being an office 
seeker he gives considerable attention to the political matters of the state and 
nation. He is a life member of the Phi Gamma Delta, a Greek letter fraternity, 
and is also affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of 
America and the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. In his religious connec- 
tion he is a trustee of the Hale Memorial Methodist Episcopal church and both 
he and his wife are actively engaged in church worli. The family residence is 
at 103 Tobias street, a beautiful and comfortable home. Although a young man 
and of comparatively short professional experience he is rapidly building up a 
steady practice. H e  is among the most respected citizens of the city and the 
fidelity with which he cares for  all cases entrusted to him has gained the con- 
fidence of the public generally. 

WILLIAM S. KELLOGG. 

N7illiam S. Kellogg, an attorney at law conducting a general practice with 
offices at 407 German Fire Insurance building, has been identified with Peoria 
and here practiced his profession since 1883. H e  was born at Pekin, Illinois, June 
24, 1842, a son of Benjamin Kellogg, who was connected with the mercantile 
trade, being a member of the firm of Crain & Kellogg, established in 1829. He 
passed away December 22, 1855. 

William S. Kellogg received his early educational training in the public schools 
of Pekin, later entered the Jubilee College and still later, in 1858, became a stu- 
dent in the Wesleyan Seminary at Lima, New York, where he prepared himself 
to enter the University at Rochester, New York, from which he was graduated 
in 1865, receiving his degree of A. B. When the Civil war broke out he enlisted, 
in April, 1861, in Company F, of the Eighth Illinois Infantry, serving as a sol- 
dier in the defense of his country. After that he again took up the study of law, 
entering Harvard Law School, where he studied for one year, after which he 

I 

returned to Pelzin to read law with a local attorney and was admitted to the bar 
in 1869. H e  at once entered upon the practice of his profession and with the 
exception of the period while he was deputy circuit clerk at Pekin, from 1876 until 
i881, has pursued the practice of his profession in this city continuously since. ' A s  a member of the legal profession Mr. Kellogg has been successful but his 
distinguishing service has been that of an organizer of drainage districts, a serv- 
ice which has benefited the community in a most material way. His first un- 
dertaking of this kind was when he organized the Spring Lake drainage district 
which contains fifteen thousand acres. He next organized the Hallock and 
Medinah district in Peoria county, comprising three thousand, five hundred 
acres. After that he organized the East Peoria drainage and levee district in 
Tazewell county which comprises about eight hundred acres. To the organiza- 

1 tion of these drainage districts and the prosecution of the work of reclaiming 
these vast tracts of rich agricultural lands he devoted ten years of his life, mak- 
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ing during that time a specialty of that business. He has become widely known 
through his activity in drainage work and at the same time possesses a most 
creditable standing among his brethren of the legal profession in the county and 
city. H e  has kept pace with legal matters and is a member of the Peoria Ear 

I 
Association. 

Mr. Kellogg was married in Rochester, New York, October 18. 1866, to Miss 
Jennie Allen, of that city, a sister of Dr. William H. Allen, of Pekin, Illinois, 
Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Kellogg but the eldest, Benjamin, 
died on the 4th of July, 1905, at the age of thirty-eight years, his remaills being 
interred at Mount Hope cemetery, Rochester, New York. The surviving men,- 
bers of the family are as follows: Richard Allen, who is serving as circuit clerk 
of Peoria county; Frances E., who married Richard H. Reilly, corporation 
counsel of Peoria; William S., Jr., an inventor and mechanic; Anna A., who is 
graduate of the Chicago University and is now teaching German and English 
literature in the Peoria high school ; and Susan A., now residing in 1,os Xngeles, 
California for her health. 

The political allegiance of Mr. Kellogg is given to the democratic party and 
to the promotion of the principles of the democracy he has given a liberal share 
of his time and attention. In his fraternal connections he has long been a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Maccabees. During the long professional career of Mr. 
Kellogg in Peoria, in which time he has not only been actively engaged as a prac- 
ticing attorney at law but also clistinguishing himself as the prime factor in the 
reclaiming of many thousands of acres of fine alluvial soil, he has become widely 
and favorably known. There may be those who have to a greater degree dis- 
tinguished themselves as members of the bar but the peculiar and valual~le serv- 
ices which he has rendered to his county and state will serve to make him long 
remembered after his life's work is done. 

b 
I 

Dr. C. D. Hartman is one of the leading veterinary surgeons of Peoria, 
where he has been successfully engaged in practice for twenty-two years. He 
was born in Bird-in-Hand, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on July 3, 1860, 
and is a son of Christian and Anna (Dipple) Hartman. The father, whose 
energies were always devoted to agricultural pursuits, was a native of Ger- 
many, but the mother was born in the state of New York. 

The boyhood and youth of Dr. Hartman were passed on his father's farm, 
in the cultivation of which he began to assist while still a very young lad. He at- 
tended the district schools in the acquirement of an education and while en- 
gaged in the mastery of his studies, was laying the foundation for his present 
career by assisting his father with the care of the stock, thus assimilating a large 
amount of practical knowledge that has since been of inestimable assistance to 
him. After attaining maturity he decided to adopt his present profession, and 
therefore matriculated in the American Veterinary College at New York city, 
remaining a student in that institution for three years, during which period he 
covered both the regular and post-graduate courses. H e  established an office in 
Peoria on the 19th of March, 1890, and here he has ever since been located. 
Dr. Hartman early became recognized as a most efficient and worthy represen- 
tative of his profession, and has met with most gratifying success, his prac- 
tice having increased until he now has all that he can do. Both his office and 
residence are located at 712 Franklin street, where he has a fine brick building 
and also a barn, that is thoroughly and fully equipped with everything needed 
in his practice. 
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On the 19th of March, 1882, Dr. Hartman was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Lichtenberger, and to them were born three children, as follows: Ivan 
and VVebster, both of whom are living in Peoria; and Anna, who married Al- 
bert Edwards, also of this city. 

In matters of citizenship Dr. Hartman is public-spirited and progressive 
, and most loyal to Peoria and its institutions. He votes the republican ticket 

but has never been an aspirant for official honors, although his services are always 
,t the command of the municipality in the progress and development of which 

, he takes an active and helpful interest. He is a member of the Masonic order, 
belo$ging to Temple Lodge of Peoria and also of the Modern Wodmen of 1 America. belonging to Charter Oak Lodge. He takes a lively interest in military 
affairs and organized Troop G, of the First Illinois Cavalry and was its second 
lieutenant. Dr. Hartman is held in high esteem by those who have come in 
contact with liim in a professional, social or business way and during the twenty- 
two years of  his residence in the city he has won and retained the friendship of 
mallv of its foremost and represelltative citizens. 

LESLIE DON PUTERBAUGH. 

It has often been made to redound to the credit and honor of the individuaI 
when he starts out in life empty-handed or without special family or pecuniary 
connections and wins his advancemellt through personal and persistent efiort. 
Such a task is indeed worthy of commendation and yet, perhaps the nlost dif- 
ficult position in which one can find himself is that w l ~ i c l ~  places him in conlpar- 
ison with the records of an illustrious aiid honored ancestry. The son of one 
of tlle distinguished lawyers and jurists of Illinois, Leslie Don Puterbaugh, now 
judge of the circuit court, chose for his life \vork a profession in which indi- 
vidual effort and ability constitute the only ladder on which one may climb to 
success. His inheritance of strong meiltality has been used wisely and well in 
that close application Bnd earnestness of purpose without which advancement at 
the bar is never secured. 

He was born in Pekin in 1855, the son of Judge Sabin D. Puterbaugh, jurist 
and author, who removed with his family to Peoria in 1862, SO that the son pur- 
sued his education in the public schools of this city. In his youth he determined 
to follow in his father's professional footsteps and after careful preparation 
for the bar. was admitted to practice in 1879. He then joined his father as a 
member of the firm of Puterbaugh & Puterbaugh, a connection that was con- 
tinued until the death of the senior partner, in 1892. They engaged in general 
practice, their clientage connecting them with the most important litigation heard 
in the courts of the district. Following the demise of his father, Judge Puter- 
baugh became a member of the firm of Page & Puterbaugh, which was event- 
ually Page, Wead & Puterbaugh. This connection was continued until his elec- 
tion to the position of circuit judge. In the meantime he had been elected judge 
of the probate court in 1890 and reelected in 1894, and his record in that con- 
nection recommended him for further judicial honors, so that in 1897 he was 
called to the benclt of the circuit court, whereon he is now serving a third term. 
His decisions indicate strong mentality, careful analysis, a thorough knowledge 
of the law and an unbiased judgment. The judge of the bench fails more fre-. 
quently perhaps from a deficiency in that broadmindedness which not only com- 
prehends .the details of the situation quickly but ensures a complete self-control un- 
der even the most exasperating conditions, than from any other cause; and the 
judge who makes a success in the discharge of his multitudinous delicate duties 
is a man of well rounded character, finely balanced mind and of splendid in- 
tellectual attainments. That Judge Puterbaugh is regarded as such as jurist is 
a uniformly accepted fact. 
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In addition to his work on  the bench and 9s a representative of the bar Judge 
Puterbaugh has been well known in banking circles as a director of the Cornmer- 
cia1 German National Bank since its organization and also of the Dime Savings 
&Trust  Company. H e  is likewise vice president of the board of trustees of the 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute. Mr. Puterbaugh edited Puterbaugh's Illinois 
Common Law and Chancery Pleading and Practice and also Puterbaugh's Michi- 
gan Chancery Pleading and Practice. In other ways his activities touch the gen- 
eral interests of society and constitute a factor in the general progress and im- 
provement. 

His political allegiance is given to the republican party, and fraternally 'he is 
connected with the Masons, having taken the Knight Templar degree in the 
commandery. Energy, determination and ambition have with him spelled sue- 
cess. At the outset of his career he recognized the fact that industry is just as 
essential in the professions as in the fields or in the counting room, and his 
thoroughness in the preparation of every case and his ability in  its 
brought him to a position which eventually recommended him for judicial hon- 
ors, in bhich connection he is, like his honored father, making a record that 

. places the name of Puterbaugh high on the roll of Peoria's eminent citizens. 

ISAAC J. LEVINSON. 

lsaac J. Levinson, whose offices are located in the Woolner building, has 
been a prominent representative of the legal fraternity in Peoria for almost a 
third of a century and has taken an active and leading part in the work of Jewish 
charitable organizations here. His birth occurred in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 
30th of November, 1857, his parents being Jacob and Deborah Levinson. The 
father was one of the pioneer Jewish merchants of Cincinnati, settling there 
about 1827. H e  passed away on the 18th of October, 1898, having for a num- 
ber of years survived his wife, who was called to her final rest in April, 1879. 

In the acquirement of an education Isaac J. Levinson attended the public 
schools of Cincinnati. When a youth of thirteen he left high school to enter 
the employ of Dr. Isaac M. Wise, with whom he remained for about three years, 
studying bookkeeping in the evenings. Subsequently he taught bookkeeping in 
a Cincinnati night school and acted as an instructor in a night high school at 
Proctor, Kentucky, in the meantime being employed as bookkeeper by a lum- 
ber company of that place. After returning to Cincinnati he kept books for A. 
and J. Schredski, a wholesale clothing firm, devoting his evenings to the study 
of law together with Alfred M. Cohn and Charles Spritz. In 1877 he entered 
the law office of Jacob Newman as office boy and won steady promotion until 
he became chief law clerk. On the 17th of March, 1880, he was admitted to 
the bar by the supreme court of Illinois and in the following August opened an 
office in Peoria, where he has remained continuously since. The zeal with which 
he has devoted his energies to his profession, the careful regard evinced for tlie 
interests of his clients and assiduous and unrelaxing attention to all details o'f 
his cases, have brought him a large business and made him very successful in its 
conduct. Being a man of splendid executive ability and sound judgment, his 
cooperation has been sought in the management of important business enter- 

_prises and he is now a director of the Peoria Con~mission Company and secre- 
tary and director of the Imperial Cotton Milling Company and of the Union 
Brewing Company of this city. H e  is likewise one of the trustees of the estate 
of Samuel Woolner, deceased, which is one of the largest estates in Peoria. He 
is a t  the head of the legal department of the Municipal Engineering Con~pany 
and has long enjoyed an enviable reputation as an able representative of his 
profession. 
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On the 24th of June, 1885, in, Peoria, Mr. Levinson was united in marriage 
to Miss Belle Woolner, a daughter of Abraham Woolner and a representative of 
one of the distinguished Jewish families of this city. Our  subject and his wife 
have one son, Jerome, who is general agent of the Central Union Life Insurance 
Company. The family residence is at No. g ~ o  North Madison street-one of 
the Woolner houses. 

Mr. Levinson is a democrat in politics and has served as secretary of the 
Peoria board of improvements for two and a half terms. In  fraternal circles he 
is well known as a Master Mason and has been for thirty-two years the Peoria 
representative of the Independent Order of E'Nai B'rith. He is at the head of 
all the Jewish charitable societies of Peoria and under his able direction for 
thirty-two years splendid results have been attained. At this point it would be 
almost tautological to enter into any series of statements as showing Mr. Levin- 
son to be a man of broad intelligence and genuine public spirit, for these have 
been shadowed forth between the lines of this review. Strong in his individuality, 
he never lacks the courage of his convictions but there are as dominating elements 
in this individuality a lively human sympathy and an abiding charity, which, as 
taken in connection with the sterling integrity and honor of his character, have 
naturally gained him the respect and confidence of men. 

ANDREW LINDSAY McCOY. 

About the year 1720 two Scotch brothers, Robert and Alexander, went from 
the northernmost part of Scotland, then occupied by their clan, McKay, to Ulster 
county, Ireland, where they remained for a few years. There their surname took 
on the Irish sound of "0," instead of "a," being afterward called McCay and then 
McCoy. The elder of the two brothers, Robert, settled in Peters township, Cum- 
berland county, afterward Franklin county, Pennsylvania, where he took up 
large grants of land. H e  was one of the earliest settlers in Pennsylvania, dy- 
ing in that state in 1740 and leaving a son of the same name, Robert. This son 
married his cousin, Sally McCoy, daughter of the first Alexander fiScCoy, and 
left a large family on his death. He was a captain in the Revolutionary war, 
raising and equipping a company of his own, anda1vas killed in the battle of 
Croolied Eullet. Andrew Lindsay McCoy, now president of the James McCoy 
Company, wholesale grocers of Peoria, is the great-grandson of Alexander. He 
was born in this city December I,  1839, and is a son of John A. and Eliza McCoy. 
The father was the first of the name to come to Peoria, settling here in 1836. 
His business was that of general merchandising and he was prominent in local 
affairs, occupying the positlon of county treasurer and justice of the peace for 
many years. H e  died in this city in 1885, and was survived by his wife until 
1901, when she died and was buried beside him in Springdale cemetery. The 
sturdy Scotch virtues, of shrewd business ability, caution in the expenditure of 
money and Iceen commercial insight, which distinguished the business transac- 
tions of the father are daily reflected in the action of the son. 

Andrew Lindsay McCoy's early education was received in a private school 
in Peoria and upon his graduation he went immediately into the wholesale gro- 
cery business with the firm of P. 0. LoucI<s. H e  continued in this line of busi- 
ness for  several years, occupying various positions with the different firms in this 
city, until 1862, when his brother, in partnership with Mr. Hibben, started in 
the wholesale business on their own account and employed him as salesman for 
the firm. Later the organization of the firm was changed and it became known 
as McCoy 8r Straut. Mr. Straut died in 1887 and Andrew McCoy was admitted 
to a partnership and the firm name was changed to its present title, James Mc- 
Coy & Company. During the entire period of his connection with the firm the 
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business has increased and its success at the present time is uncluestioned. ;\lldrew 
McCoy has been in full charge of the firm and in control and direction of its 
policy since 1887. His business success is founded upon his qualities of steady 
application to business, power of organization and ready adaptability to different 
conditions. He attributes much of his progress to his ability to choose the right 
associates in his business life. 

On October 8, 1874, Andrew Lindsay McCoy was married, in Hagerstown, 
Maryland, to Miss Ida Weis, a daughter of Dr. Ezra Weis, a prominent physician 
of that city. hlr. and Mrs. RiIcCoy have three children: Helen Ida, a gracluate 
of the Peoria high school; Charles Lester, director and buyer for his fatherJs 
coinpany and a graduate from Princeton University with the class of 1895 ; and 
Lynn S., who is connected with the Remington Arms Con~pany of Sew York 
city. Andrew Lindsay McCoy resides at 413 Monroe street, in a beautiful horne 
which he erected in 1895. The wholesale grocery company, of which he is the 
domillant figure, at the present time is one of the largest institutions of its kind 
in the city. It  owes much of its success to the energy, ability and common sense 
of Andrew Lindsay McCoy. 

CARL KOECHLIN. 

Carl Koechlin, a well known architect of Peoria with an office at 700 Obser- 
vatory building, where he has been located since 1907, was born in Vienna, Austria, 
on the 29th of September, 1858, and is a so11 of Carl and Johanna Koechlin. 
Both parents are now deceased, the mother having passed away on the aIst of 
December, 1892, at the age of sixty, while the father's death occurred at Josefs- 
thal, Bohemia, on June 10, 1908. They are buried in the cemetery at Josefsthal. 

Carl Koechlin was reared in his native land, obtaining his preliminary edu- 
cation in the schools of Prague, Bohemia. He subsecluently pursued a technical 
course in both Vienna and Prague, being graduated from the university in the 
latter place in 1881. Inlmediately thereafter he went to Russia as the represen- 
tative of a company engaged in the manufacture of brewing machinery, retaining 
this position for eighteen months. At the expiration of that time he returned 
home to make preparations to come to America, having decided to become a 
citizen of the United States. H e  toolc passage for this country in December, 
1882, landing in New York. He remained in that city for two and a half years. 
Ijeing engaged during that time in the photo engraving business. Being de- 
sirous of seeing more of the country he then traveled through the east and south, 
continuing to follow the same line of work in the various cities throughout that 
section. I n  1885 he located at Columbus, Georgia, engaging in the photo en- 
graving business there until 1890. In  the latter year he entered the employ of 
the Chattahoochee Crewing Company, as traveling representative and assistant 
manager. H e  resigned his position in 1891 and became associated with IAT. A. 
I;liTillauer, a brewmaster, and together they opened a brewery at Sheffield, Ala- 
bama, at that time an enterprising and thriving city. They were caught in the 
financial stringency of 1892 and 1893, however, and were compelled to close 
down their plant, after a loss of about fourteen thousand dollars. Mr. Koechlin 
next went to Louisville, Kentucky, as foreman of construction for the firm of 
H. H. Symms & Company. In the fall of 1894, the company transferred him 
to Indianapolis, where he continued in their service until 1897. H e  then accepted 
a position as draftsman in the office of Kingan & Company, remaining in their 
service until 1899 when he came to this city and took a similar position with A. 
B. Nesbit. After the death of Mr. Nesbit in December, 1899, Mr. Koechlin 
obtained a position with the Peoria Stone & Marble Works, being identified 
with them until 1905. In  the latter year he resigned his position and opened an 
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office with Albert Kiefer, with whom he was associated for two years. They 
dissolved partnership in I907 and Mr. Koechlin has ever since been in business 
alone. I3e is a very able man, and through his general competence and efficiency 

1  on recognition that has brought him some excellent contracts. He does 
1 specialize but does general work and was the designer of Princess Theatre 

in the 1.uthy building and he also designed and is superintending the construction 
of the new reinforced concrete factory of Thonlas & Clarke and he is likewise 
engaged in the construction of a large printing establishment for Henniges & 
Company. There are many examples of his work ~l~rougllout the city and all 
Inanif& an appreciation of artistic values as applied to the practical needs and 
recluirements for  which they are designed. H e  has a thorough technical knowl- 
edge of his business and is very practical in his ideas, while in his methods he 
is enterprising and progressive. 

Indianapolis was the scene of Mr .  Koechlin's marriage on the 9th of Fehru- 
ary, 1898, to Miss Emma Gierke, a daughter of William and Mary Gierke. the 1 father owning and operating a bookbindery in that city. Two children have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Koechlin: Margaret, who is attending the public school ; 
and Carl, Jr., who is about two years of age. The family reside at 3015 North 
Madison street. 

Mr. Koechlin is a member of The \Yorkmen's Death & Sick Benefit Asso- 
ciation and the German Eeneficial Union and he also belongs to the Free Order 

I of Rangers. H e  is a socialist in his political views and always gives his support 
to the men and measures of that party, believing that their policy is best adapted 
tn suhserve the hiehest interests of the maioritv. 

I GUSTAV R. SWANSON. 

Gustav R. Swanson, general agent of the Security Life Insurance Company of 
America for the state of Illinois, is recognized as one of Peoria's most promising 
young business men. He was born in Linkoping, Sweden, on the 16th of July, 
1883, and is a son of Solomon and Sarah (Jollnson) Swanson, natives of the 
same place. His parents remained in the old country, where the father engaged 
in the clothing business until his death on the 17th of September, 1909. The 
mother, however, survives and makes her home in Linltoping. 

The first sixteen years in the life of Gustav R. Swanson were passed in his 
native land, where he was given the advantages of a good education and also of 
a thorough musical training. From early cl~ildl~ood the lad had been strongly 
attracted to America, and at last winning the consent of his parents to leave home, 
in 1899 he tooli passage for the United States. His destination was Peoria, where 
he arrived on the 13th of March. As it was necessary for him to be self-sup- 
porting, during the early years of his residence here he became connected with 
various local orchestras, making his living in this way until 1904. I t  was not his 
intention to follow this kind of work permanently, however, so during this time 
he took a commercial course in Brown's Business College, thus acquiring the 
theoretical knowledge essential to entering upon a business career. Upon attain- 
ing his majority he gave up his orchestra work and engaged in the insurance 
business. During the first few months he worked as a local agent, manifesting 
such unusual capabilities that he was soon appointed district agent for the Secu- 
rity Life Insurance Company of America. He is an ambitious, enterprising man, 
who applies himself intelligently to anything he undertakes, concentrating his 
entire powers upon his business, his efforts being correspondingly rewarded. 
In 1906, two years after he first became identified with the company, he was 
awarded the general agency for the state of Illinois, and during the period of 
his service in this connection has proven himself fully worthy of the confidence 
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reposed in him by the efficiency with which he has discharged his duties. H~ 
is directing his department in a highly capable manner, and is meeting with 
unusual success in its development, the business having shown a marked annual 
increase during the five years he has had it in charge. 

On the 27th of February, 1909, Mr. Swanson was united in marriage to Miss 
Nellie Nelson, a daughter of James Nelson, a railroad machinist resid~ng at N ~ ,  
238 Rock Island avenue, Peoria. They are both active workers in the Swedish 
Lutheran church, in which they hold membership. Politically he is a republican 
a.nd is affiliated with the Swedish-American Republican league of Illinois, of 
which he is the treasurer. Although he has not yet attained the age of thirty 
years, Mr. Swanson has made marked progress in his career and has achieved 
more than many men who are years his senior. His pleasing personality, geniality 
and marked enterprise as well as his general capability assure his success and well 
clualify him for the business he is engaged in. 

JAMES E. MURPHY. 

The position of manager of any of the great industrial enterprises of the 
present day is the pivotal point upon which the success or failure of many insti- 
tutions of this kind rests. The manager must have his hand upon the pulse oi 
commercial conditions and must be ready at any time to change his policy in 
accordance with them. H e  must know his business world thoroughly, must be 
active in all the relations of his life and not only be an industrious business man 
but also one who is capable of superintending and directing subordinates. Upon 
his ability in this line depends much of the success of the enterprise which he is 
managing and his failure in this regard may spell failure for his firm. An expert 
manager and one well qualified to fill his position is James E. Murphy, of the 
Madigan & Walsh Company, a cooperage manttfacturing concern, the factory of 
which is at the foot of Chicago street in this city. Mr. Murphy is experienced 
in his line of activity and has occupied the position of manager for this great in- 
dustrial institution since 1889. H e  is a native of Peoria, having been born 
January I ,  1865, and is a son of James and Bridget (Grant) Murphy. His father 
was a native of Ireland and in 1847 crossed the Atlantic to New York, where he 
resided .until 1852, when he came to Peoria and interested himself in many differ- 
ent lines of business in this city until his death, in 1887, a t  the age of sixty-five 
years. Bridget Murphy died in September, 1883, at the age of fifty-four years, 
and is buried beside her husband in St. Marv's cemetery in Peoria. 

Parochial and public schools of Peoria afforded James E. Murphy his primary 
education. He attended the Peoria high school for a short time but left at the 
age of sixteen years to enter the Parish Business College, which is now called 
Brown's Business College, in this city. His first venture in  business^ was as a 
newspaper reporter, in which position he continued for about one year, when he 
resigned and in partnership with three other Peorians started a newspaper. This 
was the Peoria Sunday Herald, which existed but a very short time, when its 
operation was abandoned by its organizers for  lack of funds. In 1887 he entered 
the railway mail service being so employed for three years. H e  resigned his 
position to accept employment with the Madigan & Walsh Company in 1889, with 
which concern he has since been identified. At the time of his first connection 
with this firm the enterprise was an extremely small one but was rapidly grow- 
ing and developing along progressive lines. In 1897 it was incorporated. Mr. 
Murphy being elected president of the company. Under his direction and as a 
direct result of his capacity for management and control the business of the 
firm increased enormously from year to year. Its market was enlarged, the qual- 
ity of its output became definitely better and in a few years it was recognizes! 
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in Peoria as one of the leading institutions of its kind in the city. Mr. Murphy 
held the office of president of the Madigan & Walsh Company until 1899, when 
the entire stock of the concern was sold to the Kentucky Distilleries and Ware- 
l~ouse Company, Mr. Murphy's interests going along with the rest of the stock. 
He was then called to his present position as treasurer and manager, in which 
capacity he has attained remarkable success. H e  is at present president of the 
Newport Stave Company at Eldorado, Arkansas, and holds the same position in 
the Louisiana Stave & Heading Company at Monroe, Louisiana. 

Mr. Murphy takes an intelligent interest in public affairs of the city and state, 
voting the democratic ticket. He served for ten years as a member of the state 
central democratic committee and was police and fire commissioner of Peoria 
for some time. H e  is prominent in the Roman Catholic church and is a member 
of the Knights of Columbus, an organization affiliated with that body. He is an 
active member of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and is well known in 
the Creve Coeur Club. H e  holds his position as manager of the Madigan & Walsh 
Company with the ability and success which distinguishes all of his commercial 
operations. H e  is a keen business man, shrewd and discriminating in his com- 
mercial transactions, active in management and steady in progress, and his sound 
business judgment is an active factor in the success of the firm with ~vhich he 
has been identified since 1889. 

JOHN A. VANCE. 

John A. Vance, a well known contractor and builder of Elmwood, has since 
1904 been the successful owner and operator of a cement block factory in this 
town. H e  was born in Highland county, Ohio, January 29, 18'54, the son of 
Andrew and Hariett (Kibler) Vance, the father a native of Pennsylvania and 
the mother of Ohio. Andrew Vance was brought by his parents to Ohio when he 
ivas eight years of age, and he grew to manhood and was married in that state. 
In 1869, together with his family, he came to Illinois, locating in Peoria county 
and later removing to Knox county. Throughout his active life he nras engaged 
in farming. He lived retired in Elmwood, having reached the age of eighty-six 
years, when his death occurred inVMarch, 1912. In his political views he has 
ever been a stancl~ democrat. H e  is a member of the Baptist church and his 
wife was' also of the Baptist faith. She passed away in 1908. In  their family 
were six children, four of whom are now living. They are: Mrs. Lavisa Rog- 
ers, Strodder L., Cornelius Andrew, and John A. of this review 

The last named received his early education in the public scl~ools of Illinois, 
and later attended the high school at Yates City. Subsequently he began work 
on the farm, where he remained until he was twenty-nine years of age. He then 
took up the contracting and building business, having all his life been somewhat 
interested in that work, and he has followed this occupation ever since. H e  has 
a wide and remunerative business, which extends over a radius of twenty-five 
miles around Elmwood. In 1904 he started a cement block factory and now has 
an extensive shipping business, having about twenty-two men in his employ. 
I-Ie also carries a large stock of paints and has in his employ a large force of 
painters and masons. He is contemplating starting next year an automobile es- 
tablishment, of which he will also be the manager. 

In 1880 Mr. Vance was married to Miss Katie Yager, a native of Canada, and 
a daughter of Philip Yager, who came several years ago to the United States, 
where he passed away. To Mr. and Mrs. Vance have been born two children: 
Earl PV., who married Miss Fannie Remmlee; and Lehbelle, who is at home. 
In his political views Mr. Vance is a republican, although he has never cared to 
hold office, He gave excellent service for eleven years as a member of the city 
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council. Fraternally he is identified with Horeb Lodge, F. & A. M., and with 
the Arcanus Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Mr. Vance has 
been extremely successful as a contractor and builder and also in the manage- 
ment of his cement block factory, and is considered among the prominent busi- 
ness men of Elmwood where he has the high regard of all his associates. In 
the community interests of his town he takes an active and helpful part, sup- 
porting the various measures that have for their objects the welfare and ad- 
vancement of the town and county. 

WILLIAM R. CONE. 

William R. Cone is the senior member of the real-estate firm of Colle & 
Sears, real-estate broliers,.with offices at KO. IOI North Jefferson avenue, alld 
president of the Sloan Abstract Con~pany, incorporated. H e  has occupied the 
latter position since 1904. I-Ie was born in Gilinan, Illinois, February 12, 1871, 
the son of Spencer S. and Araminta Cone. The father came to Peoria in 1896, 
having previously been engaged in the practice of law at Gilman up to the time 
of his removal to Peoria. The family is of Scotcll-Irish extraction, the first 
representative, Daniel Cone, coming to the new world in 1662. General Cone, 
of Revolutionary fame, has in the subject of this review a direct descendant, 
while Daniel Cone, the first American progenitor, married a lady whose parents 
settled in this country in 1635. Spencer S. Cone, the father of our subject, is 
now living retired at Peoria. 

The preliminary education of William R. Cone was gained in the public 
schools of Gilman, and also in the high school, from which he was graduated in 
1,392. I-Ie later entered Knox College at Galesburg and was afterward a stu- 
dent at the Illinois Wesleyan University, of Bloomington, from which 11c was 
graduated in 1900 with the degree of LL. D. Following the graduation he settled 
in Peoria, where he became interested in the real-estate business. The broati 
legal knowledge which he had received proved to be extremely useful to hi111 and 
as his abilities peculiarly fitted him to handle real-estate transactions, lie suc- 
ceeded in business almost from the beginning. The loan department of his busi- 
ness is an important one, and in that as well as in the real-estate department, hfr. 
Cone's legal training was of much value . 

At Peoria on September 26, 1905, Mr. cone was married to Miss I<atllryn 
Christian, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Christian. The parents reside in 
Hancock county and the father is a veteran of the Civil war. Mr. Cone is a 
Blue Lodge hiIason and he is also a member of the Signla Chi fraternity and the 
Creve Coeur Club. H e  has by his winning personality formed a large acquain- 
tance in Peoria and his successful business career as well as his general reputa- 
tion for sterling integrity and ability have made him respected wherever he is 
known. 

L. LV. MOOREHOUSE. 

L. \V. 1\100rehouse, who has spent the greater part of his life in Peoria, here 
enjoys an enviable reputation as a valued and pul~lic-spirited citizen who has 
done noteworthy service as a member of the city school board, manifesting effi- 
ciency and integrity in the discharge of his duties as a public official. For the 
past two decades he has been engaged in business as a dealer in meats at the 
corner of First and Sanford streets. He was born in this city in 1857 and is 
a son of William and Amelia Moorehouse, natives of Hamburg, Germany, whence 
they emigrated to the United States in 1842, locating in Peoria. They first 
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resided on Adams street but subsecluently removed to Water street, both resi- 
dences being clapboard houses. The father, who was a cabinet-maker by trade, 
was an exceptionally good musician and was the organizer of the old Germania 
Band, among whose members were numbered John F. King, William Murphy. 
the pioneer grocer, and several other prominent business men of that period. 
Unto lVilliam and Amelia Moorehouse were born five children, three daughters 
and two sons, as follows: Minnie, who is the widow of J. Claypool; Mary, now 
lfrs. Hirt, who resides at No. 222 First avenue in Peoria; Charlotte, who mar- 
ried James McMurray; George, who passed away in 1910; and I,. W., of this 
review. William Moorehouse, the father of these children, was called to his 
final rest in 1859. The following year his widow gave her hand in marriage 
to Charles Rauthenberg, a potter Ily trade, by whom she had five children. threk 
daughters and two sons, namely: Louisa; Amelia; Frank and Katie, both of 
whom are deceased; and Edward. 

I11 the acquiretnent of his edtlcation T,. Mr.  loor rehouse attended the old 
Greeley or Fourth Ward sc11001, which was the seat of learning of so many of 
Peoria's prominent citizens. After laying aside his text-books he entered the 
potterv of Tobias Bradley, one of the wealthy pioneer l~usiness men of this city, 
and ~Ghile there employed was a witness of the fatal accident to the proprietor 
of this industry. H e  next entered the service of James Dohney, the plumber. 
with ~ v h o n ~  he spent four years learning the trade. At the expiration of that 
time he took a position wit11 Simpson, 3lcGlynn & Klingle. who were also en- 
gagetl in the pluml~ing business. i i h e n  he left their service he went to Chicago 
and was connected with the hotel business for eighteen years, after which he 
was a cook in the employ of the Santa Fe Railroad Company for a time. He 
subsequently returned to Peoria and in October, 1892, established the meat 
business he is still conducting. H e  has met with very good succes in this enter- 
prise and enjoys an excellent patronage that nets him a handsome annual income. 
He served for two years as vice president of the blaster Butchers' Association 
of the United States and has held all of the positions in the Retail Merchants' 
Association except that of president. 

For his wife and helpmate, Mr. Moorehouse chose Aliss 3Iaggie Kerwin, 
and they became the parents of eight children, seven sons and one daughter, but 
one of the sons is now deceased. 

The political allegiance of Mr. r\1oorehouse is accorded to the Republican 
party, and for the past fourteen years he has been actively identified with muni- 
cipal affairs in xiat-ious capacities. H e  is now serving as a member of the house 
of correction committee, liaving received his appointlnent from Mayor lTood-  
ruff, and has estal~lished an excellent record by reason of  the prompt and capa- 
ble discharge of his duties. His most notable service, however, has been in con- 
nection with the city school hoard, of which body he has been a member for 
six years, and will without doubt be reelected to the same position at the next 
election. In the fulfillment of his public duties. Rlr. R'foorehouse exhibits the 
close attention to details and careful supervision of expenditures that has always 
characterized him in the direction of his own affairs, as he maintains that a 
public office is a public trust and that a man in the employ of the municipality is 
no more justified in wasting the money of the people who entrust him with a 
public position than he would be, were he in the service of a private corporation. 
He has high standards of citizenship and regards it the duty of every man in 
public life to be just as conscientious in the discharge of his duties to the com- 
munity as a whole as he would be in conducting a transaction with a single 
individual. Ever since he has been in public office Mr. lloorehouse has worked 
tirelessly to bring about various reforms in connection with the department of 
education and has had the satisfaction of seeing some results from his work, 
although there is still much to be achieved. H e  well deserves recognition as a 
public benefactor, having by his i~ivestigations saved the city a great deal of 
unnecessary expenditure on public school buildings and in other matters of 
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similar nature. He  stands high in the esteem of the community at large, who 
recognize in him a man of sound principles and incorruptible integrity who can 
always be depended upon to do what he considers to be right in the face of the 
strongest opposition. Fraternally he is identified with the blasons and the 
Knights of Pythias, having been a member of the former for thirty-two years 
and of the latter for fourteen years. No breath of suspicion has ever assailed 
his good name and on the contrary he stands as a splendid type of the honorable, 
reliable, successful man, the public-spirited citizen and the trustworthy friend. 

WALTER K E E  MAXWELL. 

Walter Kee Maxwell, who for many years has been a well known representa- 
tive of journalistic interests and is an editorial writer for-  the Peoria Herald 
Transcript, was born in Bardolph, McDonough county, Illinois, January 12, 1879, 
a son of H. A. and Mary (Kee) Maxwell, both of Cadiz, Ohio, where the father 
engaged in teaching. In their family were thirteen children, of whom twelve are 
living. 

Walter K. Maxwell was a pupil in the public and high schools of Bardolph 
and afterward became actively engaged in newspaper publication in the office of 
the Bardolph News, owned and founded by his brother. H e  entered the office 
a t  the age of fifteen years and there remained for two years setting type and 
familiarizing himself with different phases of newspaper publication. He later 
founded the Kane Telegram at Kane, Illinois, which he operated for two years, 
and then went to Smithfield, Illinois, and was employed by the Smithfield Sun 
for two years, when a disastrous fire swept the town, destroying the business. 
Removing to Oneida, Illinois, he established the Oneida News, which he con- 
ducted for nine years, leaving that paper to come to Peoria, where he joined the 
editorial staff of the Peoria Herald-Transcript as feature writer. His reputa- 
tion as a business man and one thoroughly acquainted with all phases of news- 
paper publication had long since been established and in February, 1911, he suc- 
ceeded George Fitch as  editor of the paper. In dictating its policy he keeps in 
mind the most progressive methods of newspaper publication and in his editorials 
shows a masterly treating of subjects under discussion, upholding the reputa- 
tion of the Herald-Transcript as one of the leading metropolitan papers of the 
Mississippi valley. H e  is a member of the American Press Humorous Association. 

On the 12th of October, IF, Mr. Maxwell was married to Miss Alma Bur- 
nett, of Kane, Illinois, and they have two children, Burnett and Irene Louise. 

HARRY S. MILLER. 

Harry S. Miller is the junior member of the law firm of Dailey & Miller, 
The copartnership is comparatively a new formation but both members are expe- 
rienced lawyers, Mr. Miller having practiced for twenty-two years, or since his 
admission to the bar when he was twenty-one years of age. His work in the 
profession has been marked by an earnestness and a thoroughness which have 
won him advancement. H e  was born in Peoria, August 8, 1869, and is a son of 
Henry C. and Elizabeth L. (Fisher) Miller. The father was for a number of 
years engaged in the contracting and building business and is now living retire& 
H e  came to this city about 1860 from Newport, Kentucky, and in the interven- 
ing years has done much to improve the city along building lines. 

The games of youth and the work of the public schools occupied the atten- 
tion of Harry S. Miller in his boyhood, and when he looked over the field of 
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business to determine upon a life vocation, he decided upon the practice of law 
and began studying in the office of Starr & Starr, with whom he remained for a 
year and a half. H e  then continued his reading with Henry C. Fuller as his pre- 
ceptor and was in his office when admitted to the bar. H e  then opened an office 
for himself and practiced in this city for about two years, at the end of which 
time he removed to Creede, Colorado, which was then a mining camp. H e  looked 

over the field but saw no immediate prospect for success there and after 
three months returned to Peoria. Here he entered into partnership with R. H. 
Radley and opened a law office, practicing in that connection in the Woolner 
building. Two years later the firm dissolved and Mr. Miller then entered into 
partnership with Robert Scholes, the present states attorney. Their business 
association was continued for  three years, a t  the end of which time Mr. Miller 
formed a partnership with the Hon. John Dailey, with whom he has been asso- 
ciated since 1904, his partner being the present state senator from this district. 
They do general trial work entirely and are strong advocates before the courts. 
Mr. Ariller has always realized that success depends largely upon a thorough 
preparation of his cases and has never feared that laborious work of the office 
which must precede the presentation of his case in the court room. His reason- 
ing is strong, his deductions logical and his points follow in a natural sequence 
that cannot fail to impress court and jury with the correctness of his opinion. 
He never fails to command the attention of those in the court room and seldonl 
fails to win the verdict desired. 

On the 26th of November, 1902, Mr. Miller was united in marriage to Miss 
Mahel Peterson, a daughter of John and Patience Peterson, of Peoria. There are 
now two interesting little daughters in the household, Virginia and Harriet. The 
parents are well known socially and their own home is characterized by an at- 
tractive and generous hospitality. Mr. RIiller is interested in all matters of pro- 
gressive citizenship to the extent of giving his cooperation wherever his aid can 
be of avail, but he has little time for work outside of his .profession, his practice 
having constantly grown in volume and importance. 

EDWARD D. McCABE. 

I Since 1891 Edward D. McCabe has been a practicing attorney at law in Peo- 
ria, Illinois, with offices at 127 North Jefferson street. H e  was born in Peoria 
county in 1859, and is a son of a pioneer family of the county, his parents being 
Patrick and Catherine McCabe. The father followed agricultural pursuits. 
Both parents were natives of Ireland and are now deceased. 

Edward D, McCabe received his early education in the district schools near 
1 his father's farm and afterward attended the Brimfieid high school, while later 

he entered St. Viateur's College at Kankakee. At the close of his studies at col- 
lege, he engaged in farming until appointed, in 1887, to a position in the govern- 

I ment service as United States store keeper at Peoria, Illinois, a postion which 
he occupied for  over two years. In 1889, desiring to enter the legal profession, 
he resigned his position to enter the law department of the University of Michi- 
gan, from which he was graduated with the class of 1891, receiving the degree 
of LL. B. Immediately after his graduation therefrom he came to Peoria where 
he has since remained in the practice of his profession. H e  is vice president and 
a director of the Lake View State Bank of Chicago, his brother, George W. Mc- 
Cabe, being president thereof. 

Mr. McCabe is an active and honored member of the Peoria and the State 
Bar Associations. In his political faith he is a democrat, and, in 1908, was 
elected democratic central committeeman, a position which he held with credit 
to himself and his party until 1910. H e  occupies the position of public guardian 
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in and for  Peoria county. H e  is a member of several fraternal and social asso- 
ciations and clubs. 

His practical knowledge and careful application of the law, coupled with good 
business judgment, and his kindly treatment of all persons, have combined t; 
give Mr. McCabe a creditable standing among the members of his profession 
as well as a good, clean and abundant clientage. 

JOHN C. BECKENHAUPT 

John C. Beckenhaupt, who for  nearly twelve years has been grain sampler on 
the board of trade, is one of Peoria's native sons, his birth having occurred here 
on the 6th of July, 1877, and a son of John H. Beckenhaupt. 

The education of John C. Eeckenhaupt was acquired in the public schools 
and the old business college, his student days being terminated at the age of 
fourteen years. For two years thereafter he was employed in the planing inill 
of George J. Raton. At the expiration of that time he severed his connectioll 
with this enterprise and entered the employ of Rowley Sr Wiley, members of the 
board of trade. During the succeeding seven years he held various clerkships 
on the board and in 1900 was appointed to the position he now holds. He has 
given very satisfactory service in this capacity, having applied himself closely to 
the business and accluiring a thorough knowledge of the essential points necessary 
to the st~ccessful discharge of his duties. H e  IS exceptionally well informed on 
all matters vitally affecting the grain business and is recognized as a highly effi- 
cient man in his line, having manifested unusual ability in this direction during 
the period of his connection with the positon he is now filling. 

This city was the scene of Mr. Eeclienhaupt's marriage on the 12th of June, 
I ~ I ,  to Miss Mary Hastings Harlow. They are both members of the Central 
Christian church, in the work of which they take a helpful interest, and frater- 
nally he is affiliated with IJodge No. 47, K. of P., in which he has held all of the 
chairs. Fle is also a member of the Dramatic Order of the Khorassan and of the 
North American Union. Mr. Eeckenhaupt is one of the widely ltnown men in 
the business and commercial circles of the city, among whom he numhers many 
friends. He is a man of many estimable qualities, whose unsullied reputation and 
honorable business methods entitle him to the respect he is accorded by all who 
have had dealings with him. 

Probably the greatest service a man can do for his fellowmen is to perform 
honorably and well the duties of a public office intrusted to him. T o  be succrss- 
ful in this way a man must give his energies, his intelligence and activity to the 
cause of the people, must be broad-minded and liberal and must have a moral 
character uncontaminated by personal ambitions. All these characteristics Frank 
A. Hall, now acting as justice of the peace, possesses in an eminent degree. He 
has the distinction of being the youngest man ever elected to this position in 
Peoria county . 

Frank A. Hall is a native of Peoria, where he has spent almost his entire life 
and was born in 1882. His early education was acquired in the grammar and 
high schools of this city. For a period of three years he taught school in Peo- 
ria county and later attended the University of Illinois from which he was 
graduated with the degree of LL. E. Shortly afterward, on passing the required 







he was admitted to the bar of Illinois. H e  returned to Peoria and 
took up the general practice of law, meeting with remarkable success, 

nrr. Hall was elected to his present position of justice of the peace for Peoria 
county by an overwhelming majority in the spring of 1911. His politics- are 

1 consiste~~tly republican. He is affiliated with the Masonic lodge, A. F. & A. M., 
and is a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon and the Phi Delta Phi fraternities. 
His offices are in the Majestic Theater building on South Jefferson street, and 
here he holds court and carries on a general law practice. The success which 
he has attained has been highly deserved and the experience which he is now 
gaining will be one of the valuable assets in his future career. H e  looks upon 
pblic office as a gift of the people and he regards it as his duty to do everything 
in his power to promote the welfare and insure the prosperity of his fellow 
&kens. H e  never allows his personal prejudice to interfere with the conduct of 
his office. H e  performs the duties incident to his position as justice of the 
peace in a careful manner and with a keen appreciation of their importance ancl 
a knowledge of the responsibility which rests upon his shoulders. 

JOHN A. BUSH. 

John A. Eush, the honored president of the Old Settlers' Association, 
to whose zeal and interest the organization largely owes its upbuilding, is also 
numbered among the veteran business men of Peoria where for a half century he 
has been actively engaged in industrial enterprises. H e  is well known as a de- 
orator, painter and paperer and his business has assumed large proportions. His 
establishment is located on Jefferson avenue in the Cole building, and his inter- 
ests are conducted under the firm name of J. A. Bush & Son. There is perhaps 
not another business man in all Peoria who has so long been connected with the 
activities of the city. H e  was born in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, February 
16,1829, a son of George and Maria (Zilsie) Eush, both of whom were natives 
of the Keystone state. The son was reared and educated in Pennsylvania and 
there learned the trades of cabinet-making and painting in Cumberland county. 
In 1849 he left home and after two months spent in Burlington, Iowa, came to 
Peoria. He immediately resorted to the trade of painting in order to provide 
for his support, and was further actuated by a laudable ambition to make for 
himself a prominent place in business circles. He was not long in gaining a lib- 
eral patronage as a dealer in wall paper and as a house and sign painter and 
decorator. H e  now has the largest and best establishment of the kind in the 
town, and although he is now eighty-four years of age is still active, working 
daily on painting or sign painting contracts. In August, 1911, he painted the 
seals of the states in colors for the Old Settlers' Picnic. H e  has ever held to 
high standards in his work, and the excellence thereof has been manifest in his 
conti~iually growing success. 

Mr. Bush was united in marriage to Miss Susan 0. Hedenberg, a native of 
Jacksonville. .Illinois, and a daughter of the Rev. J. Hedenberg. They became 
the parents of six children : John A. ; Nettie ; Frank H. ; E. Johnson ; and Laura , 

and Kate, who died in infancy. The son Edward is now associated with his 
father in business under the firm style of J. A. Bush & Son. 

While Mr. Bush has made for himself a creditable position in business cir- 
cles, many other interests have claimed his time and attention. H e  has always 
given his support to any improven~ents furthering the welfare of the city. H e  is 
the oldest Odd Fellow in the state and has been a member of the grand lodge of 
Odd Fellows since 1860. For sixteen years he has been a delegate from Colum- 
bia Lodge, No. 21, of Peoria. He is a member of the Peoria Encampment, No. 
15, I. 0. 0. F., and has filled all of the chairs in the subordinate camp, has passed 
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the chair of the grand encampment in 1857; was a charter illen~ber of the Peoria 
Patriarchal Degree and was General of Equipn~ents to the same with the rank of 

major. He held membership in the Knights of Pythias, is a charter llleillber of 
the Independent Order of Mutual Aid, for  fifty-seven years a member of Peoria 
Lodge, No. 15, A. F. & A. M., and is still active therein, and joined the chapter 
of Masons in 1863, belonging to the Peoria Knights Templar. I-Ie is the oldest 
living member in this organizatioll today in Peoria city, an active member of the 
Peoria Consistory and a member of the Shrine. H e  has always been an inter- 
ested worker in all of these orders and as such has a state-wide reputation and 
in his life .exemplifies their beneficent spirit. Of Columbia Lodge, No. 21, I. 0. 
0. F., of Peoria, he has been a member for sixty-three years. 

During the period of the Civil war he was a sutler to the Eighth and Seven- 
teenth Regiments of Illinois Volunteer Infantry. For many years he has beetl 
president of the Peoria County Old Settlers' Association and at the recent meet- 
ing was chosen for life. To  him is due the success and upbuilding of this or- 
ganization, of which Peoria county has every reason to be proud. It  is composed 
of men and women who have been most active in proilloting the welfare and 
progress of this part of the state and whose work shall live long after they have 
passed from the scene of earthly activities. John A. Bush is one of. four men 
now living that came to Peoria when a great part of the land which now is cov- 
ered with this flourishing city was a cornfield and all business was transacted on 
Water street. I t  consisted at that time of about two thousand inhabitants. Mr. 
Bush is a man of strong character, resolute and determined and yet at all times 
kindly and considerate. Few men of Illinois .outside of the political leaders are 
more widely and favorably known. In his case old age does not suggest want 
of occupation or  idleness; it does not indicate a diminution of mental or spiritual 
force. On the contrary, he is of that class of men, con~paratively few in num- 
ber, who grow strong mentally and spiritually as the years go by and continually 
give out of their rich stores of ~visdom and experience for the benefit of others. 

JOHN SXNBORN STE\'ENS. 

John Sanborn Stevens, who passed away on the 4th of Jlarch, 1912, was the 
senior partner of the firm of Stevens, Miller & Elliott and one of the veteran 
members of the Peoria bar. H e  was admitted to practice in the courts of the 
state in 1865 and for forty-seven years continued an active representative of the 
legal profession, his ability and his industry maintaining him in a foremost posi- 
tion among the lawyers of the state. Moreover, his character was such as placed 
him with the foremost representatives of the legal profession and in his life he 
exemplified that for which the law stands-justice, truth and the protection of 
right and liberty. H e  was born in Bath, New Hampshire, September 16, 1838, 
and his parents, Joshua and Abigail (Walker) Stevens, were also natives of the 
same state. The  father, however, was of English lineage, while the mother came 
of Scotch ancestry. They were married in the city of Bath, Maine, and there 
continued their residence until 1849, when they removed to I-Iardwick, Vermont. 

John S. Stevens was at that time a youth of about eleven years and there he 
acquired his early education and prepared for college as a student in Caledonia 
,\cademy. In the meantime he provided for his own support by working up011 
a farm and by teaching during vacations in the district schools. In 1858 he en- 
tered Dartmouth College and was graduated with honors in the class of 1862, 
receiving therefrom the degree of Bachelor of Arts, while later his alina mater 
conferred upon him the degree of Master of Arts. He thus laid the foundation 
for his professional knowledge in broad general learning. Soon afterward lie 
came to Peoria, where he devoted two years to  the profession of teaching. spend- 
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illg the first year in the grammar schools and the succeeding year as a teacher in 
the high school of the city. While thus engaged he found time to carry on the 
purpose which he had long cherished-that of studying law. H e  began his read- 
ing in the office of Alexander McCoy, a prominent attorney of the city, and after 
a tl~orough course of study secured admission to the bar in June, 1865. His pre-' 
ceptor at once admitted him to a partnership that was continued until 1870. In 
that year Mr. Stevens became a partner of Judge David hIcCulloch and was thus 
engaged in practice until 1876, when, without solicitation on his part, he was 
tendered the office of postmaster of the city by President Grant. He accepted 
and during the succeeding four years gave much of his attention to the duties of 
ille position, although he did not withdraw entirely from practice and in 1877 
iorn~ed a partnership with Senator John S. Lee. P .  W. Gallagher was also ad- 
mitted to the partnership and later Walter S. llorton entered the firm. For 
some time the legal business of the firm was conducted under the style of Stev- 
ens, Lee P: Horton, and later William T. Abbott became a partner. hIr. I-Iorton 
withdrew to remove to Chicago and subsequent changes in the personnel of the 
firm led to the adoption of the style of Stevens, R;Iiller & Elliott. While ad- 
vancement at the bar is proverbially slow Mr. Stevells was not long in winning 
recognition as an able and learned lawyer and one capable of handl~ng intricate 
and involved problems of jurisprudence. Thus from an early period in his 
career he was accorded an extensive clientage of an important character and was 
recognized as one of the distiriguished lawyers of the Peoria bar. -If further 
poof of his high standing were needed it would be found in the fact that in 1902 
he was honored with the presidency of the Illinois State Bar Association. 

In June, 1868, Mr. Stevens was united in marriage to Miss Sarah AT. Bart- 
lett, a native of Peoria, and a daughter of Amos P. Cartlett, who was a pioneer 
merchant here. The two children born of this marriage died in infancy. Mr. 
Stevens was a member of Christ Church Reformed Episcopal and he was long 
closely, actively and helpfully identified with the moral progress of the com- 
munity. In his political views Mr. Stevens was a stalwart republican since the 
organization of the party and was frequently tendered the nomination for  the 
state legislature but always declined the honor. However, he did effective work 
in the interests of the party, serving as a member of its local and state conven- 
tions and also as a member of the state committee in 1900. H e  was a member 
of the board of school inspectors and the cause of education was always sure of 
his cl~ampionship. His labors at all times constituted an element in promoting 
progress and improvement along the lines which affect general interests of society 
and at the same time his devotlon to his profession brought him to a position of 
distinction as a member of the Illinois bar. ITe was a man entirely free from 
ostentation or display. He lived his life quietly yet he ever held to profound 
convictions of right and wrong and strove to reach the high ideals of mailhood 
and citizenship lvhicl.1 he set up. The nobility of his character was found in this 
very simplicity; the strength of his position as a leading member of the bar had 
its root in the fact that he was always direct in his work and never sought to lead 
the court astray in the matter of fact or law. His entire life record was as an 
open book which all might read and upon its pages there was found no stain 
nor dishonor. While he himself held to high ideals he was slow in condemnation 
of others and his hand at all times reached out in ready sympathy to assist those 
who were attempting to climb upward. A fitting tribute to the life of Judge 
Stevens was paid by the Bar Association in resolutions which read: "The char- 
acter of the good citizen, as measured after his decease, is always determined by 
his life's history; by his faithfulness, integrity and uprightness in his dealings; 
hy the confidence and esteem in which he was ever held by his associates and 
the general public, and their estimate of him as a man and a citizen. Additional 
elements enter into the requisites of a true lawyer. We measure him not only 
by his abilitv and his knowledge of the law and of the fundamental principles 



632 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

of jurisprudence, but further by his individual uprightness and by his conscien- 
tious elevation of right and truth and justice; by his condemnation of wrong; by 
his honest and faithful discharge of duty to his clientage; by his fearless advo- 
cacy of his honest convictions and by his constant remembrance that he is part 

'and parcel of the machinery under our system of government charged with the 
administration of justice. 

"Mr. Stevens was a typical lawyer, and had an unusually exalted idea of the 
requirements of his profession, and never faltered in the expression of his opin- 
ions regarding legal ethics, and particularly with reference to those high prin- 
ciples of justice and equity required in the administration of the law. It has 
been given to comparatively few lawyers to possess in so large a degree so many 
of the high qualities required in a perfect lawyer as were found concentrated in 
Mr. Stevens; and after a service of continuous practice of over forty-five years, 
with a large clientage during the entire period, the act that such clientage at all 
times had in him the highest degree of confidence and esteem and continued 
faithful to him until the end, is a sufficient testimonial of his legal ability, faith- 
fulness and integrity. 

"With his associates in the practice and particularly with the younger mem- 
bers of the bar, he at all times exhibited the same genial and kindly spirit. He 
was ever ready to give to others the benefit of his own long experience and his 
counsel. He was never ruffled save when confronted with a case of wrong, op- 
pression or injustice; and for such cases he never failed to forcibly express his 
convictions of disapproval and hatred. 

"Apart from his profession of law, Mr. Stevens had great administrative 
ability and excelled in good common sense and sound judgment, and had a broad 
comprehensive knowledge of business affairs. I t  was his well-earned reputa- 
tion for  honesty, integrity and good business ability that rendered him a favorite 
instrument for the conduct of large and important trusts, and it can be truly 
said that the beneficiaries of such trusts never failed to find him a faithful, able 
and conscientious servant and trustee. 

"In every department of life Mr. Stevens a t  all times stood, and was rec- 
ognized throughout the entire state, as a lawyer, citizen and a man of distin- 
guished character; and by his decease not only the bar of Peoria, but our city and 
state, have lost a capable, honest and conscientious lawyer and a distinguished 
and highly esteeemd citizen. Words are vain to even attempt to express the loss 
to those of his own household. T o  the loving and beloved wife, now bereaved, 
the members of the Bar of Peoria extend their most profound sympathy. 

COMMITTEE." 

FREDERICK K. SIDLEY, 

Dr. Frederick K. Sidley, specializing in his practice in the treatment of dis- 
eases of the ear, nose and throat, in which connection his advanced studies 
have given him marked skill, has for eleven years been a representative of the 
medical fraternity in Peoria, locating in this city in 1901. H e  was born in 
Chicago, Illinois, in 1873, a son of W. K. Sidley. At the usual age he entered 
the public schools and when he had passed through the grammar grades became a 
pupil in the South Division high school of his native city, pursuing there a three 
years' course. H e  next entered the University of Chicago, pursuing a three 
years' literary course and later entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
from which he was graduated with the class of 1897. With comprehensive 
understanding of the principles and practices of general medicine and surgery, 
he entered the 'New York Eye and Ear Hospital, a college of New York city, 
in order to equip himself for special lines of practice. H e  sp,ent a year and a 
half there in studying diseases of the ear, nose and throat, after which he went 
to San Juan, Porto Rico, where he practiced until 1901. That year witnessed 



DR. I~REDERICK I<. SIDLEP 





HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 635 

his arrival in Peoria, where he has since remained and in rhinology and laryng- 
ology his work has been particularly efficacious. He is equally well known as an 
aurist and is now acting as ear, nose and throat surgeon of St. Francis Hospital 
at Peoria. H e  limits his practice to those lines and has become widely recognized 
as an eminenet specialist, whose ability has lifted him far beyond the ranks of 
mediocrity. H e  belongs to the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois State 
~[edical Society and the American Medical Association, and through the pro- 
ceedings of those bodies keeps in touch with the advanced work that is being 
done by the profession. 

Dr. Sidley was united in marriage to Miss Jrvine Brown, of Chicago, and 
unto thein has been born a son, Frederick, wl~ose natal year was 1907. Dr. 
Sidley is a Mason, exemplifying in his life the beneficent spirit of the craft. H e  
belotlgs to the Creve Coeur Club and to the Peoria Country Club and has many 
friends in those organizations-men who esteem him for his individual, personal 
worth as well as for his professional attainments. 

LEMON HILL WILEY. 

There are many interesting incidents in the life record of Lemon Hill Wiley 
covering a long experience as a soldier of the Civil war, as a musician in connec- 
tion with bands and orchestras and later as a political leader, in which connection 
he has done important public service. H e  was born in Carmichaels, GI-eene 
county, Pennsylvania, April 17, 1844. His father, also a native of that place, was 
a blacksmith and wagon maker by trade. In early life he was elected justice of 
the peace and thereafter to the end of his days a t  each regular election was the 
candidate of both the whig and democratic parties. He became widely known 
as Squire Wiley and his record, uniformly characterized by justice and equity, 
won him the high commendation of the public. H e  died in 1882 and in the same 
decade his wife, who bore the maiden name of May Jackson, passed away. She 
was born in Greene county, near Carmichaels, Pennsylvania, and their children 
were Jackson, William, Lemon H., Elizabeth, Margaret, llardelia and t1vo who 
died in infancy. 

Lemon H. Wiley attended the country schools, in which he acquainted him- 
self with the usual branches of learning that constituted the public-school cur- 
riculum. H e  was too much pf a musician, however, to make a good l~laclisn~ith, 
although he entered his father's shop and attempted to learn the trade. He would 
whistle while he was pounding the hot iron and the nails which he was attempt- 
ing to draw, for so the process was termed, would grow cold. At length his 
father said: "You are no blacksmith. I will make of you a musician." Nothing 
could have better suited the lad and for years his developing musical talent kept 
him in a foremost position among musical leaders of this and other states. He 
completed a course of study in Green Academy and then joined a cavalry com- 
pany as bugler. This was in the spring of 1861 and the company was preparing 
to go to war. I t  had been organized but had not been mustered in, but Mr. 
Wiley met with parental opposition and was sent by his father to Illinois in 
1862, this way hoping that the change of scene and interests would take away 
the boy's wish to enter the army. L. H. Wiley arrived in this state in June, 
1862, and on the 4th of July came from Elmwood to Peoria, on which day 11e 
heard Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll deliver an address in Frink's Hollow. He 
went back to Elmwood again enthused with the purpose of defending the Union 
cause and enlisted in Company I of the Seventy-seventh Illinois Infantry. Col- 
onel D. P. Grier was then organizing a regiment, which was sworn in on the ad 
of September at Camp Peoria. After several weeks spent in c a q p  here the 
troops proceeded southward to Cincinnati, crossed the river to Covington and 
were brigaded a t  once with the Nineteenth Kentucky, the Eighty-third Ohio and 
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the Twenty-third Wisconsin Regiments. They marched through Kentucky to 
Louisville, took boats for Memphis and thence went into action. Their first en- 
gagement was at Chickasaw Bluff and they were also in the first attack on Vicks- 
burg. The Union troops were driven back there and afterward proceeded UP 
the Yazoo river to Arkansas Post but later were at Milliken's Bend and Young's 
Point, camping a t  the latter place under command of General Grant. When the 
army was brought into action they crossed the hfississiippi river a t  Bruensberg, 
twenty miles south of 'Vicksburg. They participated in the siege of that city, 
remaining on the Mississippi side of the river until the surrender on the 4th of 
July, 1863. Later they were sent to Jackson, Mississippi, but afterward re- 
turned to Vicksburg and took boats there for New Orleans. From the latter 
point they proceeded to Brasher city and organized for the Red River campaign 
under General N. P. Banks. After meeting defeat at Pleasant Hill on the 8th of 
April they fought their way back to the Mississippi river, proceeded again to 
New Orleans, thence to Mobile, back to. New Orleans and afterward to Mats- 
gorda Bay. They aided in the capture of Fort Gaines and Fort Morgan at the 
entrance of Mobile Bay and from the latter fort built roads to the bay and cap- 
tured other forts, leading eventually to the surrender of R4obile. The Seventy 
seventh Illinois was the first regiment to land on the Mobile side. 1,ater they 
proceeded up the Alabania river and during the trip learned of the assassination 
of President Lincoln. At length the force in front of them surrendered. Mr. 
Wiley was within four miles of Mobile at the time of the big explosion of the 
Mobile cotton press when tons of ainmunition exploded with such terrific force 
that the concussion raised him two feet from his knapsacli on wliich he was sit- 
ting. By boat the troops proceeded to New Orleans and with the close of their 
term of enlistment returned to Peoria by way of St. Louis anti Cairo, being mus- 
tered out at Springfield in 1864. The Seventy-seventh Regiment and its band 
then made a tour of the country, visiting each place where one of the companies 
had been organized and everywhere received a most joyous welcome home. Mr. 
IViley was at that time playing the cornet and was leader of the band. A 
prominent citizen, John Todhunter, asked him to remain in Peoria, which he 
did, joining Spencer's band. Later he was employed in Strickler's book store 
on Main ancl Adams streets and subsequently in the nlusic house of Knolte 
& Eacon. Mrhen Mr. Knolte went to San Francisco Mr. Wiley engaged in 
business on his own account, occupying one-half of a store room, the other 
half of wliich was used as a jewelry store by Fred Eynatlien. In 1870 lie 
?old his stock to Woodruff & Powers of Chicago but remained with theni, 
handling music and also having a small interest in the business. When he 
severed his connection with that house lie went upon the road and for twelve 
years traveled in connection with the show business, spending the last five 
years of that period with Haverly's Mastodon Minstrels. In 1880-1 they 
went to Europe, spending five months abroad. They played at Her htajesty's 
Theater in laondon and the Queen and other members of the court were in 
attendance at some of the performances. They also played in Liverpool, Man- 
chester, Leeds and Newcastle, returning thence to London for two weeks' 
engagement before sailing for America. They landed in Brooklyn, New York, 
two weeks before the inauguration of President Garfield in 1581 and played 
in that city, in Philadelphia and in Baltimore before going to Washington, D. 
C., for inauguration week. Haverly's band constituted a feature of the inaug- 
ural parade, with Mr. Wiley as leader. Less than a year later that band 
headed the escort t.o the funeral procession, its solemn strains being in marked 
contrast to the music played on that former occasion when all was rejoicing 
throughout the national capital. At the head of this band, ranking as one of 
the foremost musical organizations of the kind in the country, Mr. Wiley 
traveled from New Orleans throughout the south and northward to Portland, 
Maine. H e  visited San Francisco, New York and many intermediate points, 
directing the band which everywhere won high honor and great applause. 
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On severing his connection with Haverly's band Mr. WiIey returned to 
peoria in 1884 and for six years thereafter was manager of the Grand Opera 
House. Gradually he drifted into politics and during Mayor C. C. Clarke's 
administration was alderman of the first ward. H e  set himself resolutely to 
the task of bringing about needed reforms and improvements that would bene- 
fit the entire city and succeeded in reducing the price of electric lighting from 
a dollar and a half to ninety cents. H e  was chairman of the lamps and light- 
ing committee of the city council and, although his position was bitterly con- 
tested, he won a big victory for the people. H e  has ever been recognized as 
an honorable, straightforward man, whose activities are resultant and whose 
interests have never been measured by the inch rule of self; on the contrary, 
he has looked to the welfare of the majority and in public and private con- 
~lections his labors have been an element for  progress. In 1894, during the 
second session of the fifty-fourth congress, he was talcen to Washington by 
~e~resenta t ive  Joseph V. Graff and became assistant door keeper in the house 
of representatives, so continuing until 191 I ,  when a democratic congress was 
assembled and he was succeeded in the office by one of that political faith. 
However, Senator Cullom and Senator Cuinmins of Iowa were numbered 
among his warm personal friends and through their influence and that of 
Senators Smoot and Lodge of the committee on senate patronage Colonel Wiley 
was madc a door keeper on the senate side for life, the appointment coming. to 
him in recognition of his long and efficient service for the people and the nat~on 
as a soldier and in other capacities. I t  was a just tribute to his worth and 
ability and to his long manifested fidelity to the interests of the people at large. 

Colonel Wiley's fame as a musician extends from ocean to ocean. H e  was 
national bugler for the Grand Army of the Republic at the encampments held 
under the direction of General Wiser of Wisconsin and under Corporal Tan- 
ner of Washington. His experience as a national bugler covered five weeks' 
of a tour made by distin~uished generals and organized by General Alger. 011 
the tour were General S~ckles, General Tom Stewart of Pennsylvania, General 
0. 0. Howard, Corporal Tanner, Major Burst of Chicago and General Warden 

1 of Massachusetts. They traveled through the doubtful portion of eleven states 
( in the interest of sound money and protection during the h/IcI<inley campaign. 

Colonel Wiley then returned to Chicago and joined the "flying squadron" for 
McKinley, a company formed of governors and ex-governors, with whom he 
traveled through the state of Illinois. Colonel Wiley has figured prominently 
in all efforts of this kind and in all the prominent musical events of Illinois. 
as band master, soloist, cornetist or bugler. During 1898 he spent five weeks 
in Ohio in the campaign for Governor Nash. He was for two weeks in the 
campaign in Cleveland, Ohio, as bugler in the interest of Representative James 
Southard. He was also for ten weeks in the campaign for Richard Yates, 
then the nominee for governor of Illinois, during which period he visited every 
county in the state. When he was attending the World's Fair in Chicago. 
he as a bugler gave the signal that closed the Fair. At the St. Louis Exposition 
in 1904 he had charge of the Indian band at the Indian school, and afterward 
toured the country with this organization for about two years. 

On July IS ,  1872, in Peoria, Illinois, Mr. Wiley was married to 3Iiss Alta 
Wilson, a daughter of Levi an1 Mary (Pickering) Wilson. Mr. Wilson was 
one of the pioneers of Peoria county and had for years been foreman of the 
Rock Island railroad shops, but lived retired at the close of his life. H e  died 
in r9oo and Mrs. Wilson passed away in 1903. Slr. Iliiley was an honored 
member of the Masonic order and a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. H e  was 
affiliated with the Grand Army of the Republic, a member of the Knights of 
Pythias, the Maccabees and the Musicians Union. He also had long been a 
member of the old Peoria Choral Union. 

His ability, natural and acquired, as a musician, while of the highest order, 
is not all that has won him popularity and prominence in this state and through- 
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out the country. He had the qualities which make for  leadership in political 
circles, the sound business judgment, the keen insight, the sagacity and the 
alertness. Added to these his geniality and unfeigned cordiality have rendered 
him popular wherever he is known and won for him a circle of friends almost 
coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances. 

ALBERT SALISBURY. 

Albert Salisbury is well known in Peoria as a pioneer railroad man alld an 
honored veteran of the Civil war. He has a record of thirty-nine years' identi- 
fication with railroading, first as track foreman, later as freight conductor and 
then as passenger conductor and his service was continuous, wit11 the exception 
of two years which he spent as a member of Sturgis' Independent Rifle Corn- 
pany. He has now retired from active life and is living at No. 1108 North 
Madison street. He was born in Scipio, Cayuga county, New York, January 27, 
1829, an2 is the son of Cumins and Harriette (Smith) Salisbury, the former a 
native of Rhode Island and the latter of New Yorli. The father was a pros- 
perous farmer and secured his first tract of land from the government in 1835. 

Mr. Salisbury was educated in the public schools of Hudson, hlicl~igan, and 
1)egan his active career as a railroad illan in 1852, when he obtained a position 
as track foreman with the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad. He was 
later promoted to the position of freight conductor for the Chicago rCr Xlton 
line, which had headquarters in Bloomington and ran trains between that city, 
Alton, Joliet and Chicago, which reached Chicago over the Chicago, Rock Is- 
land & Pacific Railroad, with the Rock Island employes as pilots. Upon the out- 
break of the Civil war in 1861 Mr. Salisbury resigned his position and enlisted 
in Sturgis' Independent Rifle Company, which was armed and equipped by 
Solomon Sturgis, of Chicago. H e  served nineteen months. spending n~ost of 
that time in West Virginia. H e  was present at the engagenlent at Rich Rfoun- 
tain or1 July 1 1 ,  1861, and was transferred to Washington after the first battle 
of  Bull Run. Here he acted as provost guard in General hIcClellan's body- 
guard. He was given his honorable discharge in November, 1862, and returned 
to Peoria, resuming his duties as passenger cond~~ctor ,  with whicl~ line of occu- 
pation he was actively identified for thirty-nine years, when he retired with a 
comfortable competence. 

In Peoria Mr. Salisbury was united in marriage to Mrs. Jane (Keits) Slater, 
a daughter of Edward and Catherine Keits, of this city. Mr. and Mrs. Salis- 
bury have one daughter, Mrs. Ida Pfeiffer. who is residing at No. 1108 North 
Madison street. 

Mr. Salisbury gives his political allegiance to the Socialist party. He he- 
longs to Bryner Post, No. 67, G. A. R., and is also a member of the Order of 
Railway Conductors of Peoria. During the years of his active service he worked 
steadily, judiciously and with untiring energy, faithfully performing his duties 
and obtaining recognition as a reliable, competent and trustworthy man. He 
well deserves his period of rest for  it was earned by diligence and industry. 

OLIVER J. BAILEY. 

About the time of the close of the Civil war, Oliver J. Bailey was a sturdy 
farmer's son about twenty years old, with no particular education beyond that 
which the common schools of his county afforded. Prevented by the war, which 
threw upon him the care of his mother and sisters from regular school attend- 
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ante he bought a copy of Blackstone, and another of the English Common 
Law, and proceeded to take the first step toward the attainment of his life's 
ambition. The history of Peoria is more or less a history of similar cases, of 
men who supplemented the defective education of the schools of their time, 
by strict application, resolute determination' and unflinching will. Oliver J. 
Bailey was determined to be a lawyer. How well he succeeded in this, his 
life record shows. 

Oliver J. Bailey inherited from his father the qualities which made his life 
successful. When he was two years old, his parents, Morrison and Mary 
Bailey, removed from Arcadia, New York, where Oliver was born in 1846, 
to government land in Illinois. Morrison Bailey's farm was in Will county, 
near Joliet. H e  worked indefatigably, farming, and selling and improving, 
and finally disposed of his farm at a profit, and removed to Iowa. Then the 
war broke out. Oliver Bailey's father enlisted in 1862, Thirty-Second Iowa 
Volunteers, and served his regiment as quartermaster through the war. Oliver 
was thirteen years old when upon his young shoulders devolved the care and 
support of his mother and sisters. Those were days when even the boys of the 
country must be men, and Oliver assumed his great responsibility unfalteringly. ' He entered the store of Nathan Hungerford, and worked there for five years, ' burying his great ambition to be a lawyer, in order that his mother and the 
younger children might have his care. As soon, however, as his father's return 
left him free to follow his own plans, he went straight to Illinois where he man- 
aged to be appointed deputy circuit clerk of De Kalb county, and began studying 
law in earnest under General F. P. Partridge. Mr. Bailey was admitted to the 
bar in 1868, and his legal career since that time has been a series of successes. 

I Sothing could conquer the farmer boy and his Blackstone of fifty years ago. 
Mr. Bailey started the practice of law immediately upon his admission, and 

by 1872 was successful enough to be admitted to partnership with James H. 
Sedgwick, and they practiced at Sycamore, Illinois, and later removed to Chi- 
cago, where their law practice grew and extended until it was at last very suc- 
cessful. Later Mr. Sedgwick and Mr. Eailey moved their law business to 
Peoria. B. L. T. Bourland, even at that time a leading business man of the 
city, had charge of the Peoria branch of the Aetna Life '  Insurance Company's 
investment agencies. The business was an extensive and complicated one, and 
the company wished to place a responsible man in the position of general attor- 
ney for their interests to work with Mr. Bourland. They chose Mr. Bailey 
for the place, and the firm of Bourland & Bailey soon became one of the most 
extensive and prosperous firms in the state, a preeminence which it holds to this 
day. 

The position in which Mr. Bailey found himself at this time, called for  the 
keenest legal acumen, shrewd far-sightedness and consummate ability to handle 
men and things, and these requisites were never lacking. The legal business 
which it involved was far-reaching. Great interests were almost always at 
stake, and upon the good judgment, the care and watchfulness of the general 
attorney, these interests depended. Mr. Bailey proved himself the man for 
the position. H e  was admitted to the United States supreme court in 1878. 

Mr. Bailey did not allow his law business, extensive though it was to engross 
his entire attention. H e  was essentially a public man, active in municipal af- 
fairs. His career as a banker might have filled the life and taken the entire 
time of a more ordinary man. H e  was for some years president of the Central 
National Bank, and of the Title & Trust Company, and vice president of the 
Dimes Savings Bank. H e  is also interested in the educational and philan- 
thropic institutions of his city. H e  is president of the board of trustees of 
Bradley Polytechnic Institute and of the Cottage Hospital Association and Friends 
Home. He holds the same high executive office in the Young Men's Christian 
Association and is vice president of the board of trustees of the John C. Proctor 
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Endowment and is at present giving much of his time and attention to this 
charity. 

In 1865 Mr. Bailey married Miss Mary E. Needham, of Geneva, Illinois. 
They have two children, Ralph Needham and Edna Lillian Bailey. 14e is a 
stanch republican politically, and i firm believer in the tenets of the Congrega- 
tional church. Mr. Bailey stands today an acknowledged success. He has 
accumulated a large fortune during his life, which he manages with sound 
iudgrnent and helpful charity. H e  is vitally interested in all movements for 
the material, moral and educational welfare of his city, in whose future he has 
the most loyal faith. Peoria is proud of Mr. Bailey, as she is proud of ever11 
one of her many broad-minded, intelligent public-spirited citizens. 

ANDREW J. GRIMES. 

Andrew J. Grimes, a well known attorney of Peoria, has here been engaged 
in the practice of law since 1899 and has also devoted considerable attention 
to the real-estate business during the past decade. I-Iis offices are at No. 129 
North Jefferson avenue. I-Iis birth occurred at Cadiz, Ohio, in September, 1841, 
the parents being Anderson and Ann Grimes. In 1849 the father, a retired 
merchant, came with his family to Peoria, Illinois. 

Andrew J. Grimes pursued his education in Peoria until graduated from the 
high school and then secured employment as clerlc in a store, while st~bse- 
cjuently he becanle a traveling salesman for a wholesale firm of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Later he became a partner in the wholesale clothing establish- 
iilent of Bennett 13rothers 8 Company, being thus identified with nlercantile 
interests until the partnership was dissolved in 1889. St~bsecluently he turned 
his attention to the study of law and in due time was admitted to the b ~ r  by the 
state and federal courts. Since 1899 he has been an active legal practitioner 
of Peoria, and the large clientage accorded him is proof of the enviable reputa- 
tion which he has gained in the field of his chosen profession. During thc 
past ten years he has also been engaged in the real estate 1)usiness to some 
extent, successfully dealing in western lands. 

In 1888, in Peoria, Mr. Grimes was united in marriage to Miss Ella P. 
Palmer, of Maine, her parents being G. TV. and Elizabeth Palmer, both of 
whom are deceased. Her father was engaged in the jewelry business in the 
Pine Tree state. Mr. Grimes resides at No. 117 West iirmstrong avenue in a 
building ~v l~ ich  he acquired by purchase. H e  has during the past few years 
erected several houses whic11 he has sold. H e  gives his political allegiance to 
the republican party and has served as county supervisor for  a period of six 
vears. Fraternally he is identified with the Modern Woodmen of America, 
and professionally he is connected with the Peoria Bar Association. I-Ie i s  
well known in Peoria and has a large circle of friends in professional and social 
circles. 

HERBERT FOX. 

'Herbert Fox, a well known grain sampler of Peoria, where he has been 
following this occupation for the past twenty-three years, is a native of Eng- 
land, his birth having occurred at Sheffield, on the 26th of July, 1865. His 
father was William R. Fox, who died in the mother country in 1867. Herbert 
Fox was brought to this country by George Thompson, who settled in Peoria 
county in 1871, following agricultural pursuits. Our subject attended the dis- 
trict schools until he mastered the common branches and while pursuing his 
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studies assisted in the cultivation of the fields and the care of the stock until 
he was thoroughly familiar with the practical duties of the farm. I t  was on 
this farm that he laid the foundation for the business which he has since suc- 
cessfully followed, through his practical experience with the various cereals, 
in the different stages of their development. Such information can only he 

through actual experience, as has oftentimes been demonstrated, and 
the knowledge which Mr. Fox there gleaned has been of inestimable value to 
him. ,~Igricultural pursuits did not have enough attraction for him, however, 
to make them his life vocation and in 1888 he left the farm and found employ- 
ment with the Board of Trade in October of that year, where he has been 
employed in the same capacity as grain inspector up to the present time. 

In this city on the 23d of July, 1891, Mr. Fox was united in marriage to 
Miss Mollie Robinson, a daughter of James M. Robinson, and they have be- 
come the parents of two children: Harry R., who is a youth of nineteen years; 
and Gladys May, who has passed the seventeenth anniversary of her birth. 

The fraternal relations of Mr. Fox are confined to his membership it1 Charter 
Oak Camp, No. 87, &I. W. A.! and in politics he is a republican. He is one of 
the best-informed gra.in men in the city and is recognized as an authority in 
his line and has met with excellent success in his business. 

Jake E. Stilwell, who for twenty-five years was engaged in railroading in 
Peoria but is now live-stock inspector at the Union Stock Yards, was 11or11 in 
this city on the 6th of August, 1854. I3e is of Scotch and German extraction and 
is a son of William Stilwell, who for nrany years was engaged in blacksn~ithing 
here. 

Peoria has always been the home of Jake E. Stilwell, ~ v h o  pursued his educa- 
tion in the public schools until he had attained the age of thirteen years. After 
terminating his school days he began earning his living, as an employe of the 
Comstocli-Avery Furniture Company, for wlrich fir111 he worlied for several 
years. In 1876 at the age of twenty-two, he entered the service of the Chicago 
Rock Island & Pacific Railroad Company in the capacity of fireman. I-Ie dis- 
charged the duties of this position for two and a half years at the entl of which 
time he was made night foreman in a round house. Ten months later Ire was 
pron~oted to the position of cngineer, serving in this capacity for twenty-one 
years, during nineteen of which he was detailed to passenger service. ITr. Stil- 
well made an excellent record while railroading, never having sustained an in- 
jury during the twenty-five years he was in the service and having met with but 
one accident. This misfortune occurred two lniles west of Bishop Hill, Illinois. 
where his train left the track and turned con~pletely over, but no one was in- 
jured. He gave up railroading, to turn his attention to commercial pursuits and 
for several years thereafter was the proprietor of a grocery store at the corner 
of Monroe and 3lorton streets. H e  subsequently disposed of this store and in 
1904 was appointed live stoclc inspector at the local stock xards, where he has 
been discharging the duties of this position for the past eight years. 

In 1875, Mr. Stilwell was united in marriage to Miss AIary Heinern~an. of 
this city, a daughter of Andrew Heinernran, a bricli nrason 1,y trade and a native 
of Germany, as is Mrs. Stilwell. 

More than thirty years have elapsed since Mr. Stilwell was initiated into the 
Masonic fraternity in ~vlrich he has attained high rank, and six years aqo he af- 
filiated \\-it11 Moha~nmed Shrine. His political indorsement he gives to the repub- 
lican partv and his fellow to\vnsinen have rewarded his party fealty by electing 
liim as alderman from the first ward on several occasions. ITe served in this 
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capacity from 1898 to 1905, at the expiration of which time he refused to permit 
his name to be put up for reelection, but three years later he again assumed the 
duties of this office and continues to serve in this capacity. Mr. Stilwell has es- 
tablished an excellent record for upright manhood and honorable citizenship dur.. 
ing the long period of his public service and highly merits the esteem and re. 
spect he is accorded in the community. 

CHARLES E. NIXON. 

Charles E. Nixon, whose name heads this sketch, is the proprietor of the 
Nixon Printing & Paper Box Company, one of the largest concerns of its kind 
in the city. H e  was born in Eureka, Woodford county, Illinois, October 11, 

1854. The family left that city when Charles Nixon was two years old, and 
settled in Toulon, Illinois, where they remained for twenty-five years. Charles 
Nixon was educated in the grammar and high schools of Toulon, Illinois, and 
after his graduation started Immediately in the printing business, in which he 
is still engaged. In 1888 Mr. Nixon came to Peoria to find a larger field for 
his efforts. 

The name of Nixon today stands for all that is best in the printing line in 
the city. Mr. Nixon has no hobbies that anyone has heard of ,  except the one 
of doing his work as it should be done and doing it intelligently. I-Ie possesses 
an industry which his will never allows to falter and his prosperity is due to 
his unflagging industry, his close study of the situation as a whole and liis 
utilization of opportunities as they presented themselves. 

Mr. Nixon has moved his shop several times during his twenty-five years 
in the city, but has always been faithful to Washington street. He is now 
located a t  112 South Washington street and is doing a prosperous business 
there, which is increasing in extent from year to year. Mr. Nixon has never 
taken an active part in political controversies or sought public office, although 
his affiliations are in a general way republican. He is active in the I<nig!.~ts 
of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Maccabees, and is a 
member of the Creve Coeur Club and the Association of Commerce. 

In 1890, in St. Louis, Missouri, occurred the marriage of Mr. Charles Nixon 
and Miss Maude Renner of Peoria. They have one daughter, Helen Margaret, 
who is now attending the Chicago University, 

JOHN F. KING. 

Broad and varied have been the interests which have claimed the time and 
attention of John F. King, and his activities have brought him into close con- 
nection with the history of Peoria, of which city he is one of the oldest living 
native sons. H e  is a son of Samuel Brick and Josina (McComsey) King, the 
father a native of New Jersey and the mother of Ohio. They were residents 
of Urbana, Olhio, both coming to Peoria on September 20, 1831. The journey 
between the two places, which is now only a comparatively short one, then re- 
quired many days for  they crossed the country in a wagon drawn by oxen, travel- 
ing under the most primitive conditions. Hardships were features of the trip 
and there were perilous incidents to pioneer travel that were also to be guarded 
against. The days had lengthened into weeks before they reached their desti- 
nation for they were able only to cover a short distance between sunrise and 
sunset and then camp out along the way for the night. When six weeks had 
passed, however, they reached their destination. This was the year before the 







Black Hawk war occurred. Throughout a radius of sixty miles there were 
only sixty-five people. A few scattered log cabins along the river constituted 
the nucleus of the present city of Peoria. In fact there were about twelve fam- 
ilies in all and conditions of life were such as one usually meets on the frontier. 
The village was known as Fort Clark and communication with the outside world 
was difficult. I t  was not until 1835 that steamboats made trips up and down the 
river, bringing the little village into closer connection with the outside world. 
The district around about was wild, undeveloped and unimproved and there 
were many evidences of Indian occupancy in this part of the state. Wild game 
of kinds could be had in abundance and wolves made the nights hideous with 
their howling. I t  was amid such surroundings'in the little frontier village that 
John I;. King was born. The father was successful in business, as success was 
counted in those days, and in 1842 he built a pottery on the present site of the 
Central high school. H e  had learned the potter's trade while still living in 
Urbana and his knowledge and previous experience enabled him to conduct a 

business after establishing his factory in Peoria. Eventually however. 
he sold his pottery to George Alter and withdrew from that industry to open a 
drug store of which he remained in charge for ten years. H e  then sold out to 
take a position of government store keeper, in which capacity he served for a 
decade. In 1870 he became government gauger at Peoria under General Hen- 
derson. Ten years afterward he retired from active business and on the 4th 
of Iiovember, 1887, he passed away in Peoria in the eighty-second year of his 
age. In his family were fourteen children, three of whom are now l ivhg:  
Samuel T., living in Newhall, Los Angeles county, California ; Mrs. Martha _I. 
Patee, of Indianapolis, Indiana; and John F., of this review. 

There were no public schools in Peoria during the early boyhood of John 
F. King, but he utilized such books as were at his command in the acquirenlent 
of an education and all through his life has broadened his knowledge by reading. 
observation and experience. H e  became a briclclayer and general building con- 
tractor. The business grew continuously and he ultimately added a mantel and 
grate store with which he was connected up to the time of his retirement from 
active business allout eighteen years ago. In the meantime his establishnlent 
had become an extensive one, his sales reaching a large annual figure, for he 
handled all the latest goods in his line that the markets afforded and did most 
attractive work in supplying the needs of his many patrons. 

011 July 25, 1867, at Toulon, Stark county, Illinois, John F. King was united 
in marriage to Miss Permelia P. Godfrey, and to then1 were horn six children: 
John F. ; \Villiam B., who died in childhood: RIaude. now the wife of George 
Lewis Casey, of Seattle, Washington; Harry P.. Jessie May, the wife of J. F. 
Kuecher; and Walter C. All through his life Mr. King has been an interested 
student of the science of geology, his knowledge vying with those who have de- 
voted their entire life to the study of the science. H e  has gathered together a rare 
collection of geological specimens to which he is constantly making additions. 
He is also deeply interested in the study of history and his knowledge concern- 
ing Peoria and her annals is almost encyclopedic. H e  relates many interesting 
incidents and details of the early days, his reminiscences and recollections being 
authoritative information because he has been an eye witness of scenes and 
incidents which he describes. He is today one of the best known residents of 
Peoria. Few indeed even approximate his length of residence here, covering a 
period of more than seventy-five years. His memory goes back to the days of 
Peoria's villagehood, when a few homes alone the river bank constituted the 
town. H e  has been an interested witness of its continuous growth and expan- 
sion and as a factor in its business life has contributed to its material upbuild- 
ing while his aid and influence have at all times been given to matters and move- 
ments that have had for their object the growth, development and welfare of 
the con ln~un i t~  at large. In politics he was originally an anti-slavery whig, 
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but allied himself with the new republican party and cast his. first presidential 
vote for Fremort and Dayton in 1856. He served for several terms in the city 
council as alderman and the citizens of Peoria are indebted to'his efforts for 
some of the best and most needed improvements adopted to benefit the city. 

In religion he simply looks through nature, up to Nature's God. Everv 
prominent citizen of Peoria knows John F. King and is proud to call him 
friend. His geniality and cordiality have made him popular and the high re- 
gard entertained for him is the legimate result of a well spent and 110110rahl~ 
life. 

CHARLES S. STUBBLES. 

Among the prominent lawyers of Peoria who have distinguished tlien~selv~~ 
in the practice of their profession is Charles S. Stubbles, who with offices at 
rooms 1-2, Grimes building, 127 North Jefferson avenue, has since 1904 been a 
practicing attorney at law, being licensed to appear before all courts in the coun- 
try. H e  was admitted to the bar in 1886 but did not engage in active practice 
until 1901. He was born six miles east of Lacon, Marshall county, Illinois, 
February 6, 1862, a son of the Rev. W. J. and Sophia Ann Stubl~les. The father 
was one of the pioneer preachers of the Methodist Episcopal church in Illinois. 

Charles S. Stubbles received his preliminary education at .4bingdon. Illinois, 
and there entered the office of an ex-attorney general of Illinois, where he read 
law for  a consideral~le period. FIe is electro-metalurgist for the Vv'altham 'l;\Tatch 
Company. His services are particularly valuahle to these concerns for he 
invented the modern dial process and in ten years has handled one mil- 
lion, eight hundred thousand dollars worth of gold bullion used in the 
construction of watch cases for the companies by whom he is employed. In ad- 
dition to the duties which he is performing for the great watch firms who regu- 
larly employ him, he has practiced as an attorney at law since 19or. He is a 
member of the Peoria Bar Association, taking active interest in the affairs of that 
organization. In his political views he is a republican and fraternally he be- 
longs to the Modern Woodmen of America and the Rangers. The important 
position as electro-inetalurgist to several of the largest watch companies in the 
United States, in addition to his professional practice, makes him a prominent 
figure in business and professional circles in Peoria. His time is most fully em- 
ployed and his clientele includes a large numher of well known people of Peoria 
whose interests he unswervingly protects, 

ROBERT N. McCORMICK. 

Robert N. McCormick, a successful general practitioner of law, with offices 
a t  No. 428 Woolner building, where he established himself on January I,  1890, 
was born on the old farm homestead in Logan county, Illinois, near Lincoln, 
November 29, 1863, the son of James and Eliza McCormick. The parents 
were both natives of Scotland and emigrated to the United States in or about 
1857, settling in Washington, D. C. The father was a stone cutter by trade and 
during the period of his residence in Washington he worked on some of the 
government buildings. In  1861 he removed to Illitlois and settled upon a farm 
whicl~ he at once began to improve and develop, following agricultural pursuits 
until his death, which occurred in 1896, at the age of sixty-seven years. The 
mother passed away in 1904, at the age of seventy years, and both are buried i~ 
the family lot in Bethel cemetery, near the old homesteatl. 
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Robert N. McCormick took his first steps in learning in the district school 
near his father's farm and when he was not occupied with his books he assisted 
his father with the farm work. In 1883 he entered the Normal school at Val- 
para is^, Indiana, where he studied for  two years, after which he taught school 
for two and one-half years and then took up the study of law at Lincoln, Illinois. 
in the office and under the direction of the firm of Beach & Hodnett. H e  proved 
to be an industrious and apt student and was able to pass the prescribed examina- 
tion, I~eing adnlitted to practice by the supreme court of Illinois in 1889. Follow- 
ing his admission to the bar he engaged in the practice of his profession in Peoria 
and later became associated with W. V. Tefft, a partnership which was con- 
tinued from 1890 to 1892. He then received the appointment of deputy circuit 
clerk under James E.  Pillsbury, an office which he filled until 1896, at which 
time he resumed private practice which he has since continued with marked 
success. He has taken an active interest in business matters aside from his pro- 
fessional career and is now serving as president of the Upland Improvement 
.4ssociation. 

In Ottawa, Illinois, on October 27. 1891, Mr. AIcCormick was married to 
Miss Adele M. Elliott, the daughter of Henry F. and Eunice -4. Elliott. Mr. 
Elliott, who resided near Lincoln, Illinois. was a successful farmer and a highly 
esteemed man. H e  passed away March 22, 1898, and his remains were interred 
in a cemetery at Madison Park, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. LlcCormicli are the par- 
ents of two children: Harriett E., who is a student at the Bradley Institute; and 
Robert E., who is attending the Whittier school. 

The political allegiance of Mr. McCormick is accorded the democratic party 
although he is liberal and independent in his preference of political candidates. 
He is an active and valued member of the Peoria Ear Association, to which he 
contributes materially in advice and influence. Fraternally he is a blue lodge 
Xason and he belongs to the Modern Woodmen Camp. Socially he is a member 
of the Creve Coeur Club. 

Mr. and Mrs. McCormick are communicants at St. Paul's Episcopal church, 
to which they are liberal contributors. The family residence is at No. 177 North 
Institute place and here their many friends are always assured of a cordial 
greeting. 

JAMES W. I-IJLI,. 

James W. Hill, master mechanic and master car builder of the Peoria Sr 
Pelcin Union Railway Company, has long been retained in this capacity, having 
first entered upon the duties of this position in 1857. Me is widely known in 
local railway circles and is held in high esteem by both his employers and asso- 
ciates. 

He is of S e w  England extraction and  was born in northern Vermont, but left 
there in early childhood and went to western New York. There he was reared 
to manhood and acquired his education, but belonging to a family in moderate 
circumstances was afforded but meager advantages in early life. . H e  attended 
the village school during the winter months and in summer worked on a farm 
until he was twelve years old, when he began his business career a clerk in a 
general store. He was fortunate in obtaining a position with a man sufficiently 
unselfish to consider his future, and afford him the opportunity of continuing his 
education in the village school. The lad possesed unusual mechanical skill and 
his all-consuming desire to acquire further knowledge along these lines led him 
to give up his clerkship at the end of three years, and when he was sixteen he 
entered a machine shop as an apprentice. During the succeeding four years he 
diligently applied himself to mastering his trade during the day, whilc his even- 
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ings were devoted to the study of mechanics. At the expiration of this period 
of service he obtained a position as a fireman on a locomotive, and proving 
efficient and capable, after a year's time he was promoted to engineer. He re- 
tained this position for a similar period and at  the end of that time was made 
master mechanic over three hundred miles of railroad. This was a very respon- 
sible position for one of his years. H e  was not yet twenty-three, but that he was 
fully competent to discharge his duties in this connection is manifested by his 
long period of service in the same capacity. H e  has ever since been a master 
mechanic in the railway service with the exception of a period of eight years, 
when he was in the employ of Fairbanks-Morse & Company, of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, as mechanical engineer. In  1887 he became identified with the Peoria & 
Pekin Union Railway Company and for the past twenty-five years has retained 
his present position of master mechanic and master car builder for that company. 

Ever since granted the right of franchise Mr. Hill has been a stanch sup- 
porter of the governmental principles as formulated by Thomas Jefferson, and 
in 1908 he was nominated for congress in the sixteenth district on the democratic 
ticket. He  is a great admirer of the late Henry George and firinly believes that 
many of our governmental ills would be abolished by the adoption of single tax, 
the cause of which he enthusiastically champions. Mr. Ilill is a worthy exemp- 
lar of the Masonic fraternity and has been affiliated with the commandery for 
the past thirty-five years. He  has long been identified with the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers, having held positions that qualified him for adiuission 
to this organization since 1884, while for twenty-three years he was an active 
member of the American Railway Master Mechanics Association and in Igro 
was made an honorary member. In civic as well as business affairs Mr. I-Ii11 is 
enterprising and progressive and is always ready to accord his support and co- 
operation to every movement, the adoption of which he feels will redound to the 
benefit of the majority. 

ARTHUR T.  ANTCLIFF. 

I n  the long years of his connection with the business interests of Peoria, 
Arthur T. Antcliff ever commanded the high respect and confidence of his fel- 
lowmen. Although he started out in life empty-handed he came in time to a 
prominent position as the founder and head of the Peoria Brass Fouildry 8r 
Heating Company, of which he retained the presidency until about two years 
prior to his death, when he retired from business life. H e  was born at Gring- 
ley-on-the-Hill, Doncaster, England, on the 7th of June, 1847, his parents being 
Thomas H. and Elizabeth (Wall) Antcliff, who were also natives of that 
country. The son was but three years of age when the parents came to Amer- 
ica, landing in New Orleans, whence they proceeded up the hlississippi and 
Illinois rivers to Peoria. The family home was established at  Erimfield where 
the father conducted a blacksmith shop. The son pursued his education in the 
schools of that locality and early came to a realization of the value of industry 
and perseverance through assisting his father in the smithy. The years passed 
and the country became involved in Civil war. To  the first call issued by 
President Lincoln for volunteers both father and son responded, joining Com- 
pany A of the Seventeenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, of which Thomas H. 
Antcliff was made orderly sergeant, while the son, then only fourteen years of 
age, became a drummer boy. At the battle of Shiloh the father was seriously 
wounded, being shot through both arms, and the son was sent home to take care 
of him while en route. both receiving at that time an honorable discharge. 

Later the family removed to Peoria and Thomas I - .  Antcliff served for one 
term as poor master and also one term as coroner. The boy entered business 
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life about that time, and through the ensuing years to his death was dependent 
upon his own resources and gradually he worked his way upward. H e  began 
learning the brass founding and plumbing trade, and after continuing for a 
lvhile in the employ of others eventually embarked in business on his own ac- 
count, becoming a member of the firm of Couch & Heyle. Subsequently he 
estalllished the Peoria Brass Foundry & Heating Company, and upon the in- 
corporation of the business was elected its president, in which position he con- 
tillued until his retirement more than two years prior to his death. H e  ad- 
vanced gradually, and in all his business career took no backward steps. I l e  
learned valuable lessons in the school of experience, and each year found him 
better qualified for  important and responsible duties and labors. Increasing 
success year af ter  year at  length brought l l r .  Antclifl a very. substantial conl- 
petence and he retired, feeling his income was sufficient to enable him to rest 
from further labor and yet supply himself and family with all the necessities 
and comforts and some of the luxuries of life. 

On the 1st of January, 1870. RIr. rlntcliff was married to Miss Augusta 
Kemper, a daughter of Christian and Marie (Icahler) Kemper, who were na- 
tives of Germany, and upon coming to America settled in Peru, Illinois, while 
subsequently they estal>lished their home in Peoria. T o  l l r .  and Mrs. Antcliff 
mere I~orn two daughters, Emma and Augusta. The death of l l r .  Antcliff oc- 
curred Sovemher 5. 1911, and was a matter of deep regret, not only to his 
immetliate family but also to the hundreds of friends he left behind. H e  \\-as 
not only widely known in trade circles but also in fraternal relations, for he 
was a prominent thirty-second degree Mason, a men11)er of the Mystic Shrine, 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, l lodern IYoodmen of America and 
the T:ryner Post, G. A. R. In the latter organization he maintained pleasant 
relations with his old army comrades, and throughout his entire life he was actu- 
ated 11y a spirit of patriotic devotion to his country and her welfare. He voted 
with the republican party, feeling its principles contained the best elements of 
good government. H e  was at all times public spirited, and his cooperation 
could ever he counted upon to further movements for the general good. He  
never neglected any business opportunity leading to legitimate advancement. 
and yet he did not allow industrial pursuits to so monopolize his time as to make 
him neglectful of other duties of life. H e  stood firm in the support of his 
opinions and convictions, and ever sought that which is best for the individual 
ant1 the community a t  large. 

SABIN DON PUTERE--\UGH 

,Among the illustrious men of Illinois Sabin Don Puterbaugl~ is numbered. 
His contributions to the literature of the legal profession, his distinguished 
career upon the bench and his worth as a private citizen, all entitle him to 
recognition and have made his history a chapter in the annals of the state. I i e  
was born in Miami county, Ohio, September 28, 1834. His father, Jacob Puter- 
haugh, removed with his family to Illinois in 1839 and established his home on 
a farm near Mackinaw, Tazewell county, so that the usual experiences and 
environments of farm life were Sabin Don Puterbaugh's in his boyhood and 
youth. H e  was indebted to the common schools for  the early educational xl- 
vantages which he enjoyed and in 1854 he took up the profession of teaching, 
which he followed for two terms a t  Hopedale. In  1855, however. he accepted 
au office at  Pekin, that of deputy circuit court clerk, and while thus engaged 
devoted his leisure hours to the study of law until he was qualified in January, 
1857, to pass an examination before a committee of which Abraham Lit~coln 
was a member. Having been admitted to the bar by the supreme court, he 
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at  once entered into partnership with Hon. Samuel W. Fuller, then of I'ekin 
and also state senator from that district. His initial experience as a practi- 
tioner proved his Itnowledge and his worth and constituted the foundation u;>on 
which was built his later distinguished career. Following the dissolutiun of 
the firm in 1858, Mr. Puterbaugh practiced alone for two years and in rSQ 
entered into partnership with John B. Cohrs. In the following year, however, 
professional duties and personal interests were put aside that he might defelld 
the Union cause on the field of battle. H e  enlisted in the Eleventh lllillois 
cavalry and was cot~~n~issioned by Governor Yates, the first major of the regi- 
ment, under Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll. In February, 1862, he went with his 
regiment to Camp Benton, near St. Louis, and was soon afterward detached 
with the first battglion to join General Grant in the advance up the Tennessee. 
Later the remainder of the regiment came up with them, arriving just beiore 
the engagement at Pittsburg Landing, in which they took an active part. Re- 
porting with two companies of the Eleventh Regiment to General Prentiss on 
the morning of April 6, 1862, the first day of the battle of Shiloh, Major Puter- 
baugh and his command were about the first to receive the fire of thc eilelny 
and sustained consitlerable loss in men and horses. They after\varcl ~artici- 
pated in the advance on Corinth and in July, 1862, Major Puterbaugll IraS 
orderecl with two companies to Bolivar, Tennessee, after which they engagcti 
in scouting tl~rough western Tennessee and northern Minnesota. They like- 
wise participated in a battle near Bolivar on the 30th of August, where the 
major and his conlmand were highly commended by General Ixggett in his 
report. On the 3d of October canle the hotly contested battle of Corintli, in 
which Major Puterl~augh and his command also participatetl. Tn Sovcmber, 
1862, he tendered his resignation and returned home. 

Immediately after returning to private life Major Puterbaugh estal>lished 
his oEce in Peoria and here entered upon the active practice of law, in ~vhich 
he continued to the time of his death, thirty years later. In 1864 he entered 
into partnership with Cololiel R. G. and E. C. Ingersoll, under the firm l~an~c  
of Ingersoll & Puterhaugli. This continued until June, 1867, \\.hen the latter 
was elected judge of the circuit court for a term of six years. T-Iis career on 
the bench was distinguished by a masterful grasp of every problem presented 
for  solution and by the utmost fairness and ~mpartiality. As a judge hc ell- 

joj-ed the confitlence and approval of the entire bar and proved himself the 
peer of the ablest jurists of Illinois. Follo~ving his retirement, in RIarcli, 
1873, he removed to Chicago, where he engaged in practice for nine months, 
also spending n~uch of the time in the preparation of the legal worlcs which he 
expected soon to publish. In October, 1874, he again came to Peoria, ant1 for 
three years was in partnership with Jo l~n S. Lee and 1 4 .  C. Quinn. Afterward 
he was joined by his son, Leslie D. Puterbaugh, in a partnership that was 
maintained until the father's death. The firm occupied a foren~ost position 
in the ranks of the legal fraternity in Illinois and their practice \\-as ever a 
most extensive and important one. Aside from the active work which he did 
as a lawyer and advocate Sabin D. Puterbaugh made a valuable contribution to 
legal literature as the author of "Puterbaugh's Common Law Pleadings and Prac- 
tice," which was first published in 1863. Its reception by the profession is indi- 
cated in the fact that between 1866 and 1888 five other editions were brought from 
the prcss. In 1879 he ptlblished "Puterbaugh's Chancery Pleadings and Prac- 
tice," of which a second edition was issued in 1873 and a third in 1888. His 
research and investigations, his broad legal learning and his spirit of initiative 
gave him rank with the leading legal writers of the country and made his 
record one ~v l~ ich  reflects credit and honor upon the history of the profession 
in Illinois. 

On the 18th of November, 1557. Judge P~lterbaugh was united in marriage 
at Pel;in, Illinois, to 3liss Anna E. Ryc and they bccamc thc parents of two 
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s o ~ ~ s  and a daughter, Leslie D., Walter and Frances L., the last nailled being 
~ O J Y  Airs. Illanchard H. .Lucas. Judge Puterbaugh died September 25, IS:,?, 
at the comparatively early age of fifty-eight years, yet his contribution to the 
\\:orld's work far  esceeded that acco~nplished by many a man who passes Ile- 
vend the Psalmist's allotted span of life. He ever stood for progress and 
advancement ancl kept pace with the onward march of the world. His reading 
was broad and he possessed the statesman's grasp of affairs. His early politi- 
cal allegiance was given to the democratic party. During the war he espouseti 
the cause of the republican party and in 1888 served as presidential elector, at 
rvhich time he cast the vote of Illinois for James A. Garfield. Political honors, 
holvever, had no attraction for him, for he felt that his real life work was 
the practice of law and in this he ably. ~visely and conscientiously used the 
talents that were given him and gained the honor and distinction which the 
world instinctively pays to the man of superior ability. 

lames I:. ;\liller, living on his farm which is situated one and one half miles 
souti1 of Hantla City, has been a resident of Peoria county since 1545. H e  was 
1;orn in Z'rel~le county. Ohio. April 12, 1830, the son of Ezra and liancy (l\'eed) 
lliller. 1x7110, in 184s came by water route from Cincinnati to Peoria n.here they 
settled on a farm of forty acres \vhich the father had purchased the previous 
war. In their family were ten children, of ~vhom Jaines I:. of this review is the 
second ill order of birth. 

Tames 13. Miller, being fifteen years of age when he removed with his parents 
to Peoria county, grew to manhood there and renlained at hoine 11elpin.g his 
father on the farm until 1855. At that date he, together lilith his father, yur- 
chasctl a tract of eighty acres of land in 1,ogan to\vnsliip, and soon afterward 
he 1;ought an adjoining eighty acres, and later purchasecl his father's share in the 
first eighty. I-ie became very succe~sful in his financial affairs and in time 
olvncd five huntlred and forty acres of land in Peoria county, and at the same 
time a general merchandise store at Smithville which store he operated for four- 
teen years. Later he engaged in the mercantile business at Hanna City, and his 
~i~erchan<lise was the first hauled over the Iowa Central Railroad out of I'eoria. 
I-Ie was ~vitlely l ino\~n throughout the entire county, and for thirty years in a 
grove on his farm lino\vn as Illiller's Grove, he held a Fourth of July celehration. 
furnishing political speakers, hand nlusic, fire~vorlis ancl refreshments to all the 
farmers for miles around. Mr. Miller now o~vns one hundred and forty acres in 
the farm on n711icl1 he resides. 

On the 21st of Noveml~er, 1855, Alr. Miller wedded Miss Sancy --1. Smith, 
and they have 11ecome the parents of seven children: \Iiilliam Fulton, born May 
24, 1857, who, for the past twenty-two years has been a mail clerk on the Iowa 
Central Railroad; Rlartha Isadora, who was born January 27, 1859, and died 
.4ugust 17, 1860; Jaines Smith. who was born April 20, 1860, and is engaged in 
farnling in Logan to\vnship; Thomas Porter, who was born July 12, 1862 and 
diet1 September 25, 1885 ; -Anna Gelle, who was born December 8, 1864, and is 
the widow of Mr. Walters. who was a farmer in Limestone toii~nship; To1111 
Gordon, who was born October 14, 1870, and is engaged in farming in ~ b ~ a n  
toivnshil~; and Ralph Marion, who \vas born April 13, 1873, and is a farmer near 
Shedds, Oregon. Mrs. Nancy A. Smith IAIiller passed away February 8. 1910, 
at the age of seventy-six years nine months and four days. She was a member 
of the United Presbyterian church, and was greatly loved by all who knew her. 

In politics Mr. Jliller is a stanch republican and he is a faithful inember of 
the United Presbyterian church. He has now resided in Peoria county for more 
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than sixty-six years and he has witnessed the entire growth and develol>tuent 
of this section of the country. H e  has always shown great interest in all that 
pertains to the general welfare, and has been known as'a public-spirited man who 
has always found time and inclination to cooperate in the movements for the 
public good. In all the relations of life he has heen honorable and straight- 
forward, and his example is well worthy of emulation. 

JOSEPH FRYE HAZZAIID. 

Joseph Frye Hazzard is a native son of Peoria and as an important, able 
and highly conscientious government official, as a progressive, loyal and pul~lic- 
spirited citizen, has won the respect and esteem of many friends and has reflected 
credit upon the cotnn~unity in which he was born. H e  has held an appoint- 
ment in the United States revenue service since 1877 and during the thirty- 
five years of his connectioil with this line of activity has made a record that is 
above suspicion and beyond reproach. Mr. I-Iazzard was born in Peoria on May 
15, 1843, and is a son of James and Margaret (Erestel) I-Iazzard. The family is 
of English origin but was founded in America about 1635. The grandparents 
of our subject were Stephen and Mary (Russell) I-iazzarcl, natives of llilford, 
Delaware, where his father was born. The latter was a builder by trade and 
followed this line of occul~ation in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for some time. 
His residence in Peoria dates from 1540 and he lived in this city from that time 
until his death which occurred while he was visiting his brother, William 13. 
Hazzard, who was at that time president of the Fulton National Uank of Brook- 
lyn, New York. James Hazzard passed away in 1888. His wife was a native 
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and came to Peoria with her parents in 1835. 
She was a daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Miller) Erestel, and made I'eo- 
ria her home for forty-eight years. She died in 1583. 

Joseph F. Hazzard was reared at home and attended the district scl~ools. 
In 1854 he was enrolled as a student in the old Peoria Academy, which is not 
now in existence, In 1855 the city public schools were organized and RIr. Haz- 
zard entered the first high school of the city, being a member of the sanle class 
in which Robert J. Eurdette was a student. When he laid aside his books he 
learned the brick mason's trade, beginning active life for himself when he was 
fourteen years of age. After he had served his apprenticeship he joined his 
father in the contracting and building business and for twelve years was success- 
ful and prosperous in this line of activity. His business standards were always 
high and his methods of operation honest and straightforward. He was imme- 
diately and rapidly successful and his business flourished until 1877 when he 
was appointed by John Sherman. then secretary of the treasury, to the United 
States internal revenue service, where for thirty-five years he has been active 
and prominent, H e  was first a storekeeper, then a gauger, and afterward a 
special gauger, and his activities were eventually broadened to include those 
of an internal revenue agent. He is now one of the most thoroughly efficient 
members of the government service in Peoria and the details of his activities 
are carried on carefully and conservatively but, nevertheless, along progressive 
lines. H e  is capable, alert and enterprising and has founded a distinct and sub- 
stantial success upon long experience and personal efficiency. Of all the phases 
of his business he has a comprehensive knowledge and has met with the meas- 
ure of success which always rewards earnest, persistent and well directed labor. 

On October 24, 1866, Rfr. Hazzard was united in marriaqe in Peoria. to 
Miss Louisa Adelaide Phenix, who was born at Saratoga Springs. New York, 
a dauqhter of  Leander and Mary E. (Pearsons) Phenix, and to their union 
were born four children: Florence, now Mrs. John Lloyd of Los Angeles. Cal- 







HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 659 

ifornia; William, who is the cashier of the Commercial German Xational Bank 
of peoria; Dr. Charles Hazzard, a practicing physician of New York city; and 
BIary, who also makes her home in New York city. 

Mr. Hazzard is prominent in the Masonic order and has held membership 
in 13eoria Lodge, KO. 15, F. & A. M., since 1865. H e  was master of this or- 
ganization from 1873 to 1874 and was initiated according to the Scottish Rite 
in 1875. He has gone through several of the chairs of that organization. H e  
belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church and holds membership in the Hale 
Memorial church. He is one of the most prominent figures in the affairs of that 
organization and when the original church was erected he prepared the plans 
and constructed the building. He has been a trustee since 1868 and his ad- 
,ninistrative business ability has been an important factor in the material 
groivth of the organization. In his political views Mr. I-Iazzard is a stanch and 
consistent republican and has voted the ticket since the organization of the party 
in the time of Abraham Lincoln. He is numbered among the early settlers in 
Peoria and has seen the wonderful growth and progress of that city alld its 
development into its present metropolitan condition. l l r .  Hazzard has been 
an interested witness and in some ways an active participant in this change 
and his loyalty to his native city is beyond cluestion. He is well known in the 
community where his entire life has been spent and has a wide acquaintance 
here. H e  has won uniform trust and good-will by reason of a life which in all 
its phases is straightforward and honorable and actuated by unusual ideals of 
personal service. 

-- 

JOIHN R. ICING. 

One of the successful attorneys at law of Peoria, conductiilg a general prac- 
tice, is John B. icing, with offices at KO. 321 Main street. hlr. King has prac- 
ticed his profession in this city since 1904. He was born in Xthensville, Illinois, 
August 7, 1577, the son of Judge David F. and Nancy E. Icing. The father was 
born in Texas and was brought to lllinois by his parents by wagon when less 
than one year old. H e  early acquired a taste and inclination for the l a~v  and, 
studying industriously, he was enabled to pass the required examination and was 
admitted to practice, later becolning judge of the county court of Greene county, 
Illinois. / 

John C. King attended the public schools of Roodl~ouse, Illinois, gratluating 
with honors froin the high school in 1895. He then engaged in teachi~ig schoc~l 
in Roodhouse and while thus employed gave all the time he could l~ossibly spare 
to reading law under his father's tuition, with the result that on April IS, 1900, 
upon passing the required examination, he was admitted to the bar. Immedi- 
ately thereafter he forlnecl a copartnership with Judge J. C. Bowman of Car- 
rollton, Illinois, wit11 whom he was associated in practice for two years, cvhen the 
partnership was dissolved. H e  then practiced alone for two years at Rood- 
house, Illinois, after which he formed a partnership with Leaton Boggess, with 
offices at Peoria, Illinois, a relationship which was continued until 1910, when 
Thomas E. Lewis of Fairbury, Illinois, was admitted to the firm, the name be- 
coming that of King, Boggess & Lewis. Later Mr. Boggess withdrew and the 
firm became King & Lewis, a relationship which still continues. This firm has 
practiced with uniform success and is known as one of the able and reliable law 
firms of the city. Mr. King is an active and honored member of the Peoria 
Bar Association. H e  has become affluent in circumstances, owning several fine 
farming properties in the county. H e  has also built extensively in the city of 
Peoria, where he owns a number of good properties and the residence in which 
he now lives, at No. 178 North Institute place, which he purchased before its 
completion and finished under his personal supervision. 
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At Roodhouse, Illinois, on October 3, 1901, Mr. King was married to Miss 
Celia Sawyer, a daughter of W. H. Sawyer, a merchant of Liberty, Kansas. 
Mr. and Mrs. King have two children, a daughter, Ardelia E., aged six years, 
and a son, John Bradshaw, Jr., whose birth occurred on June 16, 1912. 111 his 
political views Mr. King is a democrat and has served on the democratic state 
central committee. H e  is a member of the Knights of Pythias lodge and of the 
Modern Woodinen camp. He and his wife are members of the First Congrega- 
tional church at I-Ie has long been well know11 in legal 2nd business circles 
in Peoria county and city and is also well and favorably linown in Greene county, 
where he practiced for four years previous to his coining to Peoria. He elljoys 
a lucrative practice and ranks among the first lawyers of the city. 

CLYDE R. BIRICETT. 

Clyde R. Birkett, with offices at 127 North Jefferson avenue, has since 1909 
been a general practitioner of law in Peoria, Illinois. H e  was born at Washing- 
ton, Tazewell county, this state, January 10, 1886, the son of William and Ellell 
Birkett. The father, formerly a successful farmer, is now living retired. The 
early education of the son was received in the district school near his father's 
farm and between times of study he lent assistance to his father and thus greLy 
to manhood. After leaving the district school he attended high school in Wash- 
ington and Peoria, being graduated from the latter with the class of 1904, after 
which he took a course at Brown's Business College in this city. He then entered 
the Illinois Wesleyan College of Law, froin which he was graduated in June, 
with the class of 1908, receiving the degree of LL. C. EIe immediately entered 
upon the practice of his profession in the city of Chicago, returning after one 
year to this city, and from his earliest experience as a lawyer he has met with 
gratifying success. 

In his political affiliation he is an adherent to the principles and policy of 
the republican party. H e  is a menlber of the national legal fraternity, the Phi 
Delta Phi and Peoria Lodge, E. P. 0. E. This rising young attorney exhibits 
in the success with which he handles cases entrusted to hiin a distinctive ability 
which augurs well for the larger successes he is destined to attain. I3e gives 
close attention to the details of business entrusted to him and by the loyal and 
able manner in which he l001is after his clients' interests is building up a   no st 
satisfactory practice. 

JOHN B. HARDAWAY. 

John E?. Hardaway, who is attorney for the Illinois Traction Systein with 
offices on the third floor of the Mayer building, has been connected in a profes- 
sional way in Peoria since October, 1910. He was born at Jeffersontown, ICen- 
tucky, August 16, 1884, a son of the Rev. R. M. and Emma C. (Cox) Hard- 
away. The father has for a long tinw been a well known minister of the hleth- 
odist Episcopal church, South. 

John B. Hardaway received his preliminary education at the St. Charles Mil- 
itary College, of St. Charles, Missouri, from which he was graduated in the 
spring of 1905. After his graduation he entered the Washington University of 
St. Louis, Missouri, taking the law course in that institution. Diligently pursu- 
ing his studies he was graduated with the class of 1909, winning his degree of 
LL. 13. Subsequent to his graduation from the law school he began practicing 
in St. Louis, where after one year's experience he received his present appoint- 
ment as attorney for the Illinois Traction System. 
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Mr. Hardaway was married at Carrolton, Missouri, June 28, 1911, to RIiss 
I<athreen Graham, a daughter of James F. and Fannie Graham. In his political 
views Mr. Hardaway is an adherent to the tenets of the democartic party. His 
fraternal relations are limited to membership in tlle Delta Chi, a college frater- 
nity. He resides at No. 207 West McCune avenue, in a comfortable, well ap- 
pointed home. The exclusive practice to which Mr. Hardaway gives practically 
his entire attention is, froill the attorney's viewpoint, a very satisfactory one. 
By his sltill as a practitioner before court and jury as well as his ability and in- 
clination to settle cases out of court he has made his services valuable to the Illi- 
nois Traction Company in whose employ he has been, since co~ning to Peoria in 
October, 1910. His professional standing is recognized as being most creditable 
and he has formed a large circle of friends and acquaintances not only in Peoria 
but throughout the county. 

Iierbert Edmund Hewitt, senior partner of the firm of Hewitt & Emerson, 
architects, with offices located at So.  321 RIain street, is one of the highly 
successful representatives of his profession in the city. I-Ie was born in Bloom- 
ington, this state, on the 20th of July, 1871, and is a son of C. E. and Helen 
(Thomson) Hewitt. The father was pastor of the First Baptist churcl~ of this 
city from 1880 to 1890, and was secretary of the divinity school of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago from that time until his death in November, 1911. Both 
parents are of English extraction and are representatives of old colonial families, 
our subject's great-great-grandfather, Edlnund Hewitt, having participated in 
the Re~~olutionary war. The mother is connected with the Gillette family, which 
is of French and Englisl~ origin, and is a first cousin of IVilliam Gillette, the actor. 

The greater part of the preliminary education of Herbert E. Hewitt was 
obtained in the public scl~ools of this city. He was graduated from the high 
school in rSSg and the following autunln he continued his studies in the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, at Crbana. 1-Ie ~ubsec~uently matriculated in the JIassachu- 
sctts Institute of Technology, at Goston, being graduated with the degree of 
Cachelor of Science, in 1894. Feeling the need of further work along scinle 
special lines he then yursued a post-graduate course at the University of Chicago. 
In the spring of 189; he entered upon the duties of his profession as a draughts- 
man in the office of a Chicago arcl~itect, continuing in that service for two years. 
In ilpril, 1897, he resigned his position and returning to Peoria formed a part- 
nership with Joseph IVechselberger, with \vrhom he was associated in business 
for a year. ;It the expiration of that time he bought out his partner's interest, 
continuing alone, with the esception of one year, until May, 1909, when he took 
Franli X. Emerson into partnership. Mr. I-Iewitt has a thorough knowledge 
and fine appreciation of the practical and artistic value of his work and unites 
the two in a highly satisfactory and efficient manner. H e  possesses rare me-. 
chanical ability and this united with his excellent technical training, practical 
ideas and sound judgment results in the production of designs well calculated to 
meet the requirements for which they are intended, being at the same time artis- 
tically consistent therewith. Since locating here he has been asked to design many of 
the public and business buildings, including the Jefferson hotel. the Shriners' 
Temple, the Orphei~m Theatre, the G. A. R. Memorial Hall, the Creve Coeur Clul~ 
and the Country Club. H e  has also designed and superintended the erection 
of some of the finest residences in the city, his efforts in this direction having 
been especially satisfactory. That his reputation is more than a local one is 
indicated by the fact that he has planned and erected a number of buildings in 
the south, including the Hotel Goldman at Fort Smith, Arkansas; the Illinois 
State Building at the South Carolina exposition, at Charleston, South Carolina; 
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and the JIonmouth College buildings at Monmouth. Illinois; as well as a large 
number of school buildings. 

L,ynn, Massachusetts, was the scene of Mr. Hewitt's marriage on the 10th 
of October, 1906, to Miss Helen Carter, a daughter of Rue1 \V. ant-1 Clara 
( I'o\\-crs) C'artcr, both representatives of old Boston families, where for many 
jrears the father was engaged in business. H e  passed away in 1909, and is h i e d  
in the cemetery at Lynn, in which city the mother still resides. Two children 
have been l~orn to Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt, as follows: Carter Edmund, born 
Octol~er 6, 1907; and Gillette, born May 3, 1910. The family home is located 
at 727 &loss avenue, where in 1910, Mr. Hewitt erected a residence that is a 
most worthy example of his work. 

Mr. and Airs. Hewitt are members of the First Baptist church, of wl~icl~ he 
is a former trustee, and fraternally he is a WIason, having taken the degrees 
of the blue lodge. I-Ie is also a member of the Creve Coeur and Country Clulls, 
nrhile in politics he is a repul~lican. Mr. I-Ie~vitt has achieved an enviable repu- 
tation, \vhich far exceeds local limits and the worth of his work is evidenced 
Ily his extensive business in this state. 

\Who can say what Peoria would be if the Avery interests had not featured 
as a factor in its upbuilding. The name has ever stood as a synonyin for activity 
and progressiveness here and the record of Frederic R, Avery has been in 
keeping with the untarnished name ever borne by the family. Ueep regret on 
the part of his many friends was felt when, at the early age of thirty-six years, 
he was called froin this life, being thus forced to relinc~uisl~ a work in wl~icll 
he was giving every evidence of ability and progressiveness. H e  was born in 
Galesburg, Illinois, Xovember 5 ,  1869, and passed away on the 15th of Febru- 
ary, 1906. H e  was a son of Robert H. Avery, who was also a native of Gales- 
burg, born on the 21st of January, 1840. While spending his yotlthful days 
upon the old home .farm he was also acquiring his education in the public 
schools and in the academy of his home town. He had barely attained his 
majority when the Civil war broke out and he joined the boys in blue, serving 
for almost four years in defense of the Union, during which he spent eight 
months as a prisoner of war. I t  was while he was incarcerated at Anderson- 
ville that his nlind evolved the plan for the first farm inlplement which he manu- 
factured-a cultivator-and he afterward put his ideas to the practical test 
in the building o'f a machine which constituted the first step in the development 
of the great industry that is now conducted under the name of the Avery Com- 
pany of Peoria. W-hen the war was over he returned to Galesburg and de- 
voted four years thereafter to farm work and to invention. In 1869 he was 
joined by his brother Cyrus h l .  Avery in the establishment of a business for the 
manufacture of the Avery cultivator. From that period to the present the 
scope of the business has been continuously increased and, although the original 
promoters have passed away, their work still lives on in the great Avery plant 
a t  Peoria. Success attended their efforts at Galesburg and in 1882 they re- 
moved to Peoria, where the following year the partnership of R. H. and C. 11. 
Avery was organized into a stock company and chartered under the name of the 
Avery Planter Company, of which Robert H. Avery continued to be the pres- 
ident during the remainder of his life. Around the plant grew the suburban 
town of Averyville, housing the many employes in the factory. The business 
has continuously grown since that day, Robert H. Avery remaining an active 
factor in its successful conduct to the time of his death, which occurred when 
he was on a trip to California, September 13, 1892, when he was but little more 
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tllan fifty-two years of age. His activity, indeed, constituted a valued con- 
tribution to the world's work and especially to the comn~ercial and industrial 
progress of Peoria. 

His son Frederic Robert Avery pursued his education in the public schools 
Galesburg, in Knox College of that city of which he was a graduate and in 

Xlnherst College, devoting several years to the mastery of such branches of 
learlliilg as would qualify him for life's practical and responsible duties. Dur- 
ing that period he became a member of the Ceta Theta 13. H e  left school at 
the age of twenty-three years and entered at once upon active relations with the 
Xvel-y i\lanufacturing Company, mastering the business both in principle and 
detail. Following the death of his father he became treasurer of the company 
in 1892 and his recognized ability as an organizer constituted a power in the 
upbuilding and developnlent of the concern. His labor, indeed, proved a valuable 
force in the growth of the husiness and in addition to his service as treasurer 
he was also at the head of the purchasing department. His thorough study of 
the husiness in every branch and his study of the trade at large made his opinions 
of value in shaping the policy of this nlanlnloth concern, which stands at the 
head of the productive industries of the city. H e  never faltered when a task 
was to be accomplished but, calling forth all the resources of his nature, con- 
tinued at the task until it n7as performed and success resulted. 

On the 1st of June, 1897, Mr. Avery was united in marriage to 3Iiss Clara 
1,. Mercer, a daughter of Joseph A. and Elizal~eth (Kinsman) RTercer. They 
became the parents of two children, Elizabetl~ and Frederic M., both of whoin 
are yet attendinq scl~ool. In his political views Mr. Avery was a republican 
and, while he did not seek nor desire p ~ ~ b l i c  office, he was active in behalf of  
the welfare of  the city, giving ready cooperation to various projects which stood 
for the city's developnlent and upbuilding. When leisure permitted he in- 
dulged in travel, which was to hiln a principal source of rest and recreation. 
He loved art, was loyal in his friendships and devoted to his home. H e  stood 
as a high type of the enterprising. honorable, progressive young business inan 
and yet he did not allow the n~amn~oth  business of the industry with which 
he was connected to monopolize his time and attention to the esclusion of other 
activities. His was a well balanced character and in his passing Peoria lost one 
of her nlost worthy and honored young business men. Few men within the 
short span of life of  thirty-six years leave so indelible an impress upon the his- 
tory of the cominunity with which they are connected. 

CLIFFORD MASON ANTHONY. 

Substantial expansion of his business interests placed Clifford Mason An- 
thony in control of extensive banking and investment affairs, and investigation 
into his record sho~vs that the business policy which he has followed has ever 
cominended him to the generous support of the public and to the confidence of 
those with whom he has had dealings. H e  is preeminently a man of energy, but 
of energy well directed and wisely applied. H e  has never wasted his strength 
in attempting to overcome insurmountable obstacles nor in occupying an untena- 
ble position, for when he sees such before him he seeks out another course, 
knowing that there is more than one road to success and that the essential re- 
quirements are unfaltering energy and ready adaptability. After long connec- 
tion with banking and investment activities he is now living retired. H e  was 
born in Washington, Tazewell county, Illinois, a son of Charles S. N. and Eliza- 
beth (Bulkeley) Anthony, who were pioneers of this state. The son pursued 
his education in the public and private schools of his native town and in the 
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military school a t  Stamford, Connecticut.' He started out in the business world 
as a clerk in the employ of his elder brother, Charles E. Anthony, who in corn- 
pany with Henry Denhart conducted a general mercantile and private banking 
business in Washington. After a short preliminary training Clifford M. Anthony 
was appointed to a clerical position in the banking department and thus became 
identified with a field of business in which he was destined to win promillence 
and success. As the months passed by his experience developed his latent powers 
and subsequently he joined Charles E. Anthony, Henry Denhart, Dr. 13. U .  hil. Wil- 
son and Charles A. Wilson in organizing the Eank of Chatsworth at Chatsworth, 
Illitlois, of which he was made general manager. In addition to the conduct of 
a general banking business he established a loan department, giving special at- 
tention to loaning money on farm mortgages, and this soon became an importallt 
and profitable feature of the bttsiness. 'Three years later the firill disposed of 
the bank at Chatsworth and transferred the mortgage loan department to Wash- 
ington, Mr. Anthony entering into partnership with the previously organized firm 
of Anthony & Denhart, accepting the position of cashier in the bank and mana- 
ger of the loan department. He continued with that business until 1885, when 
he disposed of his interest but retained for himself the farm loan branch of the 
business, which under his personal supervision grew largely and became a very 
profitable enterprise. 

Seeking a broader field of labor, Mr. Anthony came to Peoria and, finding 
conditions here favorable for the successful conduct of a business, he was joined 
a few months later by his brother Charles, at which time was organized the firm 
of C. E. and C. M. Anthony, investment bankers, at No. 424 Rfain street. 
There the business was conducted for many years and their clientage steadily 
grew. The field of their operations continually broadened and in 1889 they 
opened a branch office in Omaha. Two years later the business was reor- 
ganized and incorporated under the name of the Anthony Loan & Trust Com- 
pany, with the subject of this review as vice president and general manager. 
In 1898 he was chosen to the presidency of the company and so continued until 
his retirement from active busitless life in 1905. In 1885 a branch organization 
liad been established under the name of the Peoria Safe Deposit Company, of 
which C. If. Anthony was also the president. H e  is a man of deterinined pur- 
pose and his carefully formulated plans constituted the basis of success which 
1)rought him to a prominent position in financial circles. He saw and utilized 
opportunities which others passed heedlessly by and at all tiines he kept in close 
touch with every phase of the business situation of the country bearing upon 
his individual interests. In his vocabulary there is no such word as fail. When 
one avenue of opportunity has seemed closed he has sought out another path 
whereby he might reach the desired goal. At the same time, too, his methods 
have ever been such as would bear the closest investigation and scrutiny. He 
ranked n~ith the best known and most successful banlcers in this part of the state 
and although the loan department placed millions of dollars in circulation, while 
the securities were sold to all classes of investors. never in all his dealings did 
one of his clients foreclose a mortgage placed by him nor lose a dollar upon any 
of their securities. These results have been obtained through strict conservative 
management and close personal attention to the nature and character of all se- 
curities and investments. 

O n  the 14th of November, 1895, Mr. Anthony was united in marriage to 
Miss Flora Thomas, a daughter of Dr. D. E. Thomas, of Lacon, Illinois, and 
they have one son, Emerson T., who was born July g, 1898, and attends school. 
Mr. Anthony is a prominent Mason, lraving attained the thirty-second degree 
of the Scottish Rite. H e  also belongs to the Creve Coeur Club and other lead- 
ing clubs and social organizations of Peoria and the Union League Club of 
Chicago. His political allegiance has ever been given to the republican party 
since age conferred upon him the right of franchise and his religious faith has 
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long been manifest in his membership in the Presbyterian church. H e  has a 
wide acquaintance among busiiless and moneyed men throughout the state and 

in unusual degree the respect and confidence of colleagues and contem- 
poraries. His ability, his straightforward methods and his genuine personal 
worth have united to win for  him high standing in business and social circles. 
He looks, at life from the broad standpoint of an enterprising business man who 
keeps in touch with the world's thought and work and each year that has passed 
llas chronicled his achievements, finding him in a position far  in advance of that 

he had reached the previous year. 

EDWARD HINE.  

Edward Hine, president of the Edward Hine & Company printing establish- 
ment, which is located at 307 South Washington avenue, was born in St .  Louis. 
Missouri, January 21, 1851. His parents were John M. and Mary Hine, \vho in 
1853 came to  Peoria, where the father followed his trade of carpentering and 
cabinetmaking. John M. Hine passed away in 1858 and his wife, surviving him 
for a number of years, died in 1583. Both are buried in the old city cemetery. 

Edward Hine, being only two years of age when brought by his parents to 
this city, received his education in the public schools here, but at the age of eleven 
he left school and began learning the printer's trade. Subsequently he was con- 
nected with various printing establishments until he entered in business for him- 
self, buying out the M. C. Nason plant. From the very beginning of his work 
he met with success and his business gradually increased until in 1907 it was in- 
corporated into the present company, of which Mr. Hine became president. It  
is now one of the leading and prosperous printing establishinents of the city. 

In Peoria, on the 3d of February, 1873, Mr. Hine was married to Miss Pau- 
line Euechner, a daughter of William and Fredericka Buechner. The parents 
are now both deceased and are buried in Springdale cemetery. T o  Mr. and 
Mrs. Hine have been born three sons and one daughter, as follows: Edward 
W., who is connected with the Peoria Journal; Robert E.; Caroline D., 1v1io is 
the wife of George 0 .  ICroeger, a grocer of Pekin, Illinois; and Allen T., who 
is attending school. The family reside a t  922 East Nebraska avenue, and its 
different members are highly esteemed here by all who know them. In his 
political views Mr. Hine is a democrat and he has twice served as assessor of 
Peoria to~vnship, first from 1881 to 1882 and again froin 1885 to 1887. From 1877 
to ~ 8 9 2  he was a me~nher of the school board, serving as president from 1878 to 
i S y  and as treasurer for the rest of the time. H e  is a member of the Crystal 
Club and has many friends and acquaintances in the social and business world. 

CHARLES D. BRAINARD. 

The insurance interests of Peoria are a growing factor in its comnlercial life. 
The number of agencies is becoming more numerous every year and the city is 
now recognized as a good field for this line of activity. Prominent among the 
men who have contributed their share toward making these statements true. is 
Charles D. Brainard, who for the past twenty years has been identified with the 
insurance business in Peoria. He was born June 27, 1843. in Cedarville, Her- . 
kimer county, New York, the son of Sardis and Pamela (Day) Brainard. The 
famiiy removed to Delavan, Wisconsin, when Charles D. Brainard was still 
very young, and the public schools of that city afforded him his educational op- 
portunities. H e  was graduated from the Delavan high school in 1859, and for a 
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number of years engaged in the mercantile business. Mr. Brainard came to 
Peoria, Illinois, from Beloit, Wisconsin, in March, 1863, and engaged in the dry- 
goods business with the firm of Johnston Sr Coskery in the location now occupied 
by Clarke & Co., at 102 South Adams street. Later he was in the notion business 
with John A. Bush on Main street, and then in the employ of the grain firm, 
Hancock, Beals & Company, and with Clarke & Easton in the distillery 11~1sin~~~.  
He subsequently entered the insurance line, with which he has been collllected 
for the past twenty years. 

Politically Mr. Brainard is a stanch republican believing firmly in the princi- 
ples and ideas for which that party stands, and he has held public office in this 
city for  a number of years. From 1896 to 1898 he was city assessor of Peoria 
and in 1900 he was elected township collector. In both of these capacities he 
proved himself an able, resourceful and practical business man, honest in all his 
dealings, and thoroughly worthy of the trust imposed in him. 

Fraternally, Charles D. Brainard is a member of Illinois Lodge, No. 263, A. F. 
A. M. ; of Peoria Consistory, A. A. S. R. ; and of Mohammed Temple, Oasis of 

Peoria. H e  is past officer of Columbia Lodge, No. 21, and Peoria Etlcan~pment, 
No. 15, I. 0 .  0. F., past brigade commander of the Patriarchs Militant, 1. 0. 0. F. 
ahd past chancellor and past commander, Knights of Pytl~ias. 

On January 26, 1865, Mr. Brainard was married in Peoria to Miss Jennie 
Dush, daughter of George and Maria Bush, natives of Pennsylvania, who came 
to Peoria when their daughter Jennie was a child. Mr. and Mrs. Brainard 
have one daughter, Ella, who is the wife of Louis B. Van Nuys of this city. 
Mr. Brainard is well known in fraternal and insurance circles of Peoria as an 
t~pright, honorable and worthy citizen. 

JAMES CLARK. 

In a history of Peoria county's developi~lent nletltion should be made of 
James Clark, who was one of the early residents of this part of the state, corn- 
ing here when much of the land was still uncultivated prairie and \?-lien the 
now thriving towns and cities were small villages or had not yet conle into es- 
istence. H e  was then a you116 man, arriving here ahout the time he attained 
his majority, and from that perlod until his death lie was closely associated \\lit11 
the agricultural interests and the substantial upbuilding of the county. 

A native of England. Mr. Clark was born Fel>ruary 22, 1819. 111s father bc- 
ing James Clark, St-., who came of a good old English family anci accluiretl an 
excellent eduiation while spending his youthful days in his native land. Janles 
Clark, Sr., entered 1)usiness life in a clerical position in a counting house ant1 
hank, but afterward turned his attention to agricultural pursuits and became 
manager of fifteen hundred acres in Ei;g.land. The stories which reached hi111 
concerning the advantages and opportunlt~es of the new \;vorld, however, proved 
very attractive and, hoping to better his financial condition in the new ~701-ld, 
he sailed for the United States in 1837 in company with his son James. They 
did not tarry on the Atlantic coast but made their way into the interior, travel- 
ing most of the way on foot that they might see the co~~ntry .  Realizing the 
value of the open prairie, Mr. Clarli, Sr.. secured a quarter section of land, nihicli 
in time he converted into a good farm, continuing its cultivation until death 
ended his labors in 1841. \LThen he first located on his farm he had to have 
a plow to break the prairie sod and inpeniously contrived one which was a great 
improvement on any which was then in use. He secured the cooperation of a 
blacksmith, who made the share and an upright niece. which Mr. Clark attached 
to the beam, and to this he added a frame mould. fastenin: the pieces together 
with iron rods, and with this implement he could throw the sod in any direction 
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he \vis]led. His  device attracted the attention of Toby & Anderson, who after- 
bvard became famouseas plow manufacturers, and they invited 1Ir.  Clark to 
Peoria to discuss with them the plan upon which a plow should be built. They 
realized the practicability of  his idea and followed his directions in every respect 
;, the manufacture of breaking plows. About 1839 Mr. Clark imported from 
~ ~ ~ l ~ n c l  the first grain drill that was ever used in Peoria county. H e  was a 
progressive agriculturist, using methods far  in advance of those employed by 
many of his neighbors, and, although he lived in Peoria county but a short 
period, he left the imprint of his individuality upon its development and progress. 

James Clark, whose name introduces this review, was about twenty-two 
years of age at the time of his father's death. The same year he took charge 
of the household and in l larch,  1842, his mother, whose maiden name \vas 
Isal)ella Walker, died. In  October of that year Mr. Clark was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Susan Eenson, a sister of the Rev. John Censon, who for many 
years was the honored rector of Christ Episcopal church of Limestone Prairie. 
J lr .  aild Mrs. Clark became the parents of five children: Susan H. ,  who is now 
deceased; Ella G., a resident of Peoria; James Censon, n7l10 died leaving two 
children, Ruth Lois and James Censon Clark, Jr. : Tohn 117. IY. Clark, \vho is 
living in I~ouisville, Kentucky, and has four childten, Douglas C., Lucia L.. 
Lois 11. and Susan C. : and Cyril B., of Peoria, who has six children. Grace C.. 
C)rril E.. Jr., Margaret, Alary C., John Eenson and Catherine P. Douglas C. 
Clark is married and has two children, Dudley K. and Curton L. 

Mr. Clark gave his political alleyiance to the republican party from the time 
of its organization and kept well informed on the question and issues of the 
day but never sought nor desired puhlic office. H e  held to the religious faith 
of his ancestors. both he and his wife bein? memhers of the Episcopal church. 
His death occurred October 2.4. 1900, and in his passing the co~llinunity lost a 
representative and honored citizen, one who from early pioneer times had taken 
an active and helpful part in the work of general progress and iinproven~ent. 
He lived to see this section of the state converted from a wild and undeveloped 
region into one of rich fertility. while the little town of Peoria grew into one 
of the great metropolitan cities of the Mississippi valley. H e  ever rejoiced in 
nrhat was accomplished and his lahors were an element in the general growth 
and improvement, especially along agricultural lines. His life was honorable 
and upright and tl~ose who knew him respected him for his sterling worth. 

O T T O  TRIEBEL. 

' As a representative man of industry as  applied to art ,  we select him whose 
name heads this sketch, Otto Triebel, sculptor, monument builder and marble 
worker, who has attained notable distinction along these lines, has been identified 
with the marble and monument trade of Peoria for  over fifty years. He was 
born in Roemhild, Germany, in 1830, of a family of some local importance, his 
parents being Henry and Friedericke Triebel. Henry Triebel was at that time 
burgomaster of Roemhild, Bavaria, a city in the northern part of that kingdom, 
near the Saxon border. IlThen about fourteen years of age, Otto Triebel began 
to study sculpture and devoted his entire life to that ar t  and to the art  of work- 
ing in marble. H e  was nineteen years of age when he left his native district and 
went to Hungary, where he had a brother at  Buda Pesth who was a silversmith. 
The revblution in that country compelled him to leave and he took passage on a 
sailing vessel, and after a two months' trip on the ocean. landed in America. 
He located first near Belleville, Illinois, in what was called the Latin settlement, 
which was made up of men who had escaped from Germany in 1848. during 
the revohtion. Later, he went to St. Louis, and he became a permanent resi- 
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dent of Peoria in 1853. Here he entered the enlploy of Mr. Jewell, who was 
engaged in the marble business, and at length his capability and careful expendi- 
ture brought him sufficient capital to enable him to engage in business on his own 
account in the establishment of monulnent and marhle works in the sprillg of 
1872, and this business has been a leading feature in commercial circles of Pea- 
ria since that time. For years he continued actively it1 business and succeeded in 
winning an extensive patronage, for his work was neat and artistic, his orders 
were promptly executed and delivered, and his dealings were always of a most 
reliable and trustworthy character. About twenty years prior to his demise he 
practically retired and enjoyed a well earned rest, the fruit of his fortner toil 
supplying him with all the necessities and co~nforts of life. 

During his life, Otto Triebel was one of Peoria's most pro~ninent citizens 
and his talexts brought him much it1 demand for worli on boards of public insti- 
tutions. He served two terms as city treasurer and several terms as county 
supervisor and school inspector. He was a charter men~l~er  of the German Free 
school on Second street, and was actively interestecl in it all during his life. He 
was prolninent in the Schiller lodge of the Masonic order. 

In September, 1854, Otto Triebel married Elise Schearer, a native of Switzer- 
land, who was brought to America when but seven years of age 11y her father, 
Henry Schearer. who l~ccan~e  a cigar mer-chant of Peoria, where 11e t001i up his 
abode in 1846. The death of Otto Triebel occurred in ATay, 1910. 

Mr. and RjIrs. Otto Triebel were the parents of ten children, three of ~11orn 
hecanle members of the firill of Triehel & Sons. I n  order of birth the children 
were ;LS follows : Henry G. ; William H. ; Albert, who is now a wliolesale grocer 
of Stillwater, Rlinnesota; Rertlia, tlie wife of John Scl~latter of Peoria; Fred, 
who is a sculptor of considerable reputation, now studying in Rome, Ttaly, his 
iamous study in bronze of Robert G. Ingersoll being now on exhibit in the show 
rooms of tlie fir111 of Triebel & Sons; Louis. deceased; Frieda. \vho has also 
passed away; Charles, a contractor of Cedar Rapids. Iowa; Louisa, who is the 
wife of I-Ienry Cartlett of San Diego, California; and Otto, u7ho is in business 
with his brother I-Ienry. 

Winning as he did, lai-ge success as a clear-l~eadcd, straiglitforniard man, a 
leader in enterprises req~~ir ing  combinations of men and money to carry to a 
successful issue, he fully deserved the recognition he received as a ~vorthy, ener- 
getic citizen, a business man of fine judgment and of rare prohity. To  such men 
is due in a great degree the remarkable development and growth of the city of 
Peoria and the state of Illinois. 

KAS JENS & ENTIVIST1,E. 

Kasjens & Eat\\-istle are successfully engaged in the operation of a plumb- 
ing and heating plant at 421 Hamilton boulevard, Peoria, where they have been 
located since establishing their business on the 1st of January, 1909. They are 
both skillcd mechanics and practical business men, whose general experience and 
thorough training in their line well qualifies them to undertake the developn~ent 
of an enterprise of this nature. They malie a specialty of installing steam and 
hot water heat and pneumatic water supply in country and suburban residences 
and are being favored with as many orders as they are able to fill with their pres- 
ent force. Although they have only been engaged in this business for three 
years, it has been their fortune to be awarded some very good contracts, which 
they have filled so satisfactorily that one order resulted in the next. Their work 
has been satisfactory and they have every reason to feel encouraged. 

Theodore Kasjens, senior partner of the firm, mas born in Peoria, on July 
27, 1879, and is a son of Jacob U. Kasjens, a car carpenter, for inany years em- 
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played at the corner of Pelzin and Union streets. In the acquirement of his 
education he attended the old Douglas school until he was fourteen years of age, 
when he entered the blaclrsmith department of the carriage shop of William Hupe 
to learn the trade. Three years later he withdrew from this position and found 

in the Hoklas box factory, remaining there until 1898. In  the latter 
year he became identified with the plumbing and heating departments of the 
Brass Foundry & Heating Company, continuing in their employ until 1909. 
Here he was given the advantages of a very thorough training and excellent ex- 
perience, the value of which was greatly increased by his previous connections. 
On the 1st of January, 1909, he withdrew from the service of the latter company 
and became associated with William H. Entwistle in purchasing the pIun~bing 
departinent of his employers, which they have ever since conducted wit11 con- 
stantly increasing success. 

MI-. Kasjens is not married and makes his home with a l>rotlier. Fraternally 
he is identified with Baker Camp, No. 843. M. W. A., and in politics he is a 
republican. I-Ie is well lcnown here, being connected with some of the city's 
early pioneers, among them Theodore Garlings, 1~110 is his uncle and one of the 
oldest residents of Peoria. J4r. Kasjens is a man of sound principles and the 
highest integrity, who from day to day strives to discharge his duties to the best 
of his ability and his efforts are being crowned with corresponding success. 

IVillian~ H. Entwistle, the other member of the firm of I<asjens c9r Ent~vistle, 
was born in Peoria on the 12th of April, 1882. and is a son of William Entwistle. 
all old residcnt of tlie city and for many years a locomotive engineer in the serv- 
ice of the Chicago, I?urlington & Quincy Railroad Company. 

Reared a t  home, in the acquirenlent of his education 14Tillian1 H. Entwistle 
attentletl tlie p~:l>lic scl~ools until he nias thirteet~ years of age, when he became a 
wage earner. Lntil 1897 he was employed in the store of Schipper & P,locl<. 
Leaving their service he .cvorlied for a year in a bicycle manufacturing shop and 
at the eild of that time became identified with the Grass Foundry & Heating 
Company. H e  first entered their pluil~bing department, going fro111 there into 
the machine shop while he was later transferrer1 to the hrass department. Hav- 
ing mastered the details of each of these departments he was put in tlie office. 
remaining there until the 1st of January, 1909, when he and Mr. Kasjens pur- 
chased the plumbing department of this company. Mr. Ent~vistle, like his part- 
ner, is a slcilled mechanic of much experience and is in every way well qualified 
to successfully operate the business lie has acquired. 

111 this city on the 10th of September, 1904, l l r .  Entwistle was united in 
marriage to Rliss Margaret Dillon, a daughter of Jlathew Dillon, and they have 
become the parents of two sons, of five and three years respectively. 

Fraternally Mr. Entwistle is identified with the I<nights of Pythias and the 
hlodern IVoodmen of America and he votes with the republican party. He  is 
an ambitious and enterprising man of progressive ideas aild sound judgment 
who is making a creditable record in his business and is justified in talcing pride 
in his achievements, both as a \vorkman and as a representative of the local in- 
dustrial interests. 

T. H. ULRICH, 31. D. 

Dr. J. H. Ulrich, who for the past eleven years has been successfully engaged 
in the practice of medicine and surgery a t  Peoria, maintains his offices at No. 
510 Main street. His  birth occurred in this city on the 9th of April, 1876, his 
parents being Charles and Amelia Ulrich. The  father, who worked as  a boot- 
keeper, crossed the Atlantic from Germany to the United States in or about 1860. 
He passed away in September, 1910, and was buried in the Springdale cemetery 
at Peoria. His  widow makes her home in this city. 
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J. H. Ulrich left school at the age of fourteen and obtained employment in a 
drug store, working thus for several years. In  1895 he was graduated from the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and subsequently spent two more years in 
the service of Peoria druggists. Desiring to make the practice of medicine his 
life work,he entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Chicago in 18~8 
and in May, 1901, won the degree of M. D. From that time to the present he 
has followed his profession in Peoria, his practice steadily growing as he has 
demonstrated his ability to cope with the intricate problems that continually con- 
front the physician in his efforts to restore health and prolong life. I-Ie is the 
vice president of the Peoria Medical Society and holds membership in the Illi- 
nois State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. 

On the 30th of June, 1903, in Peoria, Dr. Ulrich was united in marriage to Miss 
Minnie Zimmerman, a daughter of Charles and Minna Zimmerman. Mr. Zitnmer- 
man, who is now deceased, was one of the pioneer druggists of Peoria. His Wife  

survives him. Dr. Ulrich has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish 
Rite in Masonry and also belongs to the Mystic Shrine. H e  makes his home at 
No. I I O  Armstrong avenue. H e  maintains the strictest conformity to the high- 
est professional ethics and enjoys in full measure the confidence and respect of 
his professional brethren as well as of the general public. 

JOSEPH ELDER. 

On the pages of Peoria's history the name of Joseph Elder is honorably 
inscribed. As a business illan and citizen his rccord is above reproach, and his 
sterling qualities were familiar to all who knew him. H e  was a 111a11 of 
action rather than of theory, and his labors constituted resultant forces in the 
attainment of individual success and in the promotion of public progress and 
prosperity. For some years he was connected with the lumber business and 
afterward with the gyain trade of Peoria, but the later years of his life he 
spent in honorable retirement. H e  was born in Titusville, Pennsylvania, March 
15. 1820, and accluired his education in the schools of the east, after which he 
entered busincss life as a merchant. H e  continued in active connection with trade 
circles in Pennsylvania until 1857. when he disposed of his interests in the Key- 
stone state and removed westward, settling in Peoria, where for thirty-five years 
he made his homt. Here he became general traveling agent for Eissell & Willard, 
wholesale dealers in dry goods and notions, making his trips by team, for at that 
time there were no railroads in this part of the state. H e  spent two years in 
that manner and then severed his connection with the business in order that he 
might embark in con~n~ercial pursuits on his own account. His frugality and 
careful expenditure made this course possible, and in 1859 he entered Into part- 
nership with William A. Herron in the lumber business. Success attended the new 
undertaking, and they were together in business for  about ten years, at the end 
of which time Mr. Elder retired from the lumber trade and in 1869 engtged in 
the grain business as a partner of David McKinney. This relationship was 
maintained until 1891, and through the intervening years the firm occupied a 
prominent place as representatives of the grain trade in Peoria. The volume 
of business constantly grew and the extent and importance of their operations 
brought them substantial and gratifying success. I11 health, however, forced l l r .  
Elder's retirement in 1891, and his remaining days were spent in the enjoyment 
of rest which he had truly earned and richly deserved. As a business man his 
course was above reproach, and his word was recognized to be as good as any 
bond ever solemnized by signature or seal. 

On the 22d of June, ~865 ,  Mr. Elder was united in marriage to IIiss Louisa 
C. Dinwiddie, a daughter of Hugh and Mary (Williams) Dinwiddie, who were 
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of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The father was descended from one of 
the old Scotch families of America, two brothers of the name having come to 
the new world in 1640 in order to escape religious persecution in their native 
land. Hugh Dinwiddie, the great-great-grandfather of Mrs. Elder, was a 
,gelleral under George Washington in the Revolutionary war. The ances- 
tral history of the family is one of which Mrs. Elder has every reason to be 
proud. Ey her marriage she became the mother of five children: Mary D., 
the wife of R. B. Ketchum of Billings, Montana: Anna Louise, who died in 
r882; Joseph E., who is engaged in the lumber business in Omaha, Nebraslia; 
Emlna 31.. who is married to C. S. Jones, of Peoria; and Herbert D., who passed 
a~vay ill 1907. There is also one grandchild, Florence Louise, who is the daughter 
of Toseph E. and Ella (Hall) Elder, of Omaha. 

' l lr .  Elder stood at all times for  that which is progressive in citizenship. 
When the Civil war broke out he was drafted for service, but a physical defect 
prevented him from taking part in active duty. H e  was, however, a strong 

of the Union cause and sent a substitute to the army. H e  always 
voted with the republican party, and did everything in his power to promote 
its growth and further its success. For eight years he served as a member 
of the city council from the third ward, and during that period labored effect- 
ively and earnestly for the welfare of the city, Gpposing useless expenditures, yet 
never advocating retrenchment to the extent of blocking progress. H e  was a 
director and a t  one time the president of the Peoria Board of Trade and was 
also a member of the Chicago Board of Trade. He was a man of strong purpose, 
high principles and of lofty ambition. His religious belief was manifest in his 
membership in the First Presbyterian church, in which he served as a trustee, 
and its teachings proved the guiding principles of his life. H e  was never content 
to choose the second best but always made choice of that which is most worth 
while. 

ISAAC EVANS. 

Isaac Evans, of No. 310 North Orange street, is nearing the eightieth year of 
his life and has been for allnost half a century a resident of Peoria. H e  has 
founded well deserved success in business upon the firm basis of honor and good 
faith and finds his reward in widespread respect and esteem. H e  was born in 
Oxford township, Coshocton county, Ohio, July 13, 1533, and is a son of Joseph 
and Margaret Evans. His father was a successful farmer and was active in 
promoting the progressive and scientific aspects of that occupation. 

Isaac Evans was educated in the country schools. H e  attended sessions dur- 
ing the winter and during the remaining months of the year he worked upon the 
home farm. His educational advantages were not of an unusual sort but by 
wise application and the consistent use of every opportunity which offered itself 
he fitted himself for  teaching. H e  received at that time a premium for excellent 
penmanship which was awarded him by the Coshocton high school. His work 
has always been distinguished by the same thoroughness which enabled him to 
obtain high honors at a time when opportunities for preparation were limited. 
In 1853 he removed to Crawford county, Illinois, locating on a farm near Olney, 
and there engaged in general farming until 1864. In that year he removed to 
Peoria and established himself as a painter and paper-hanger, later opening a 
grocery store at Main and Elizabeth streets, on West Bluff. H e  gave up the 
mercantile line in 1892 and is now active as a painter. At seventy-nine years of 
age he substantiates his boast that he does twenty-six hours of work in twenty- 
four. 

Isaac Evans has three living children: Willis, who is secretary of the Peo- 
ria Association of Commerce; Lona Rebecca, who married William Hazzard, 

I-01. 11-:; 1 
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cashier of the German National Bank of Peoria; and Rolla Quayle who is a 
draughtsman in Washington, D. C. Mr. Evans is a member of the Masonic 
lodge and has been active in that organization for fifty-five years. He was a 
charter member and one of the founders of the Masonic lodge at Sumner, Law. 
rence countv, and he assisted three years ago in the celebration of the fiftieth 
anniversary*of its organization. His politics are consistently republican hut he 
has never sought public office. He is deeply interested in the growth and de- 
velopment of Peoria and has always cooperated in any moveillent loolciilg to. 
wart1 its commercial, social or political development. He belongs to the Metllo- 
dist Episcopal church, being a charter member of the Hale Memorial, which was 
originally Hale Chapel, and was founded in 1866. H e  has always been actively 
identified with the affairs of this church. He is a man of varied interests, alld 
is religious, friendly and of a ltindly spirit and he finds his greatest joy in the 
fact that he is a plain, honest and hard-working citizen. counting everyone his 
friend. 

LEE 13. LORD. 

When effort and ambition supplement native intelligence the result is as- 
sured. The  logical outcome of such qualities is advancelllent and success-a 
fact which finds its exenlplification in the life record of Lee H. Lord, a whole- 
sale hardwood lumber dealer of I'eoria. Since engaging in this business he has 
met with excellent success and is today one of the foremost merchants in his 
line in eastern Illinois. Each step in his business career has been a forward one 
since he started out in life on his own account when sisteen years of age. He 
was born in Batavia, Illinois, on the 28th of December, 1861, and is a son of 
Dr. Isaac I.ord, who for illany years was engaged in the practice of nledicine in 
that city. When Lee I-I. Lord was but two years of age his parents renloved to 
Poughlieepsie, New Yorlt, where they resided for six years. The boy there 
began his education, which was continued in the public schools of Brooklyn, 
New Yorli, subsecluent to the establishment of the family home in that city. He 
was twelve years of age when he returned to the nlidclle west, continuing his 
education in the preparatory department of the Christian University at Canton, 
Missouri. His student days were terniinated at the age of sixteen years by his 
entrance into business circles. However, in the school of experience he has 
learned many valuable lessons. A receptive mind and a retentive menlory have 
constantly broadened his lino\vletlge and made 11in1 an alert, energetic l~usiness 
man whose efforts are resultant factors in the attainment of success. t1e was 
first employed in the local freight office of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Railroad Company at Chicago, and the fidelity and ability w l ~ i c l ~  he disl~layed in 
that connection led to his promotion. For three and a half years he filled the 
position of assistant chief clerk and at the end of that time was matle freight 
solicitor in the manufacturing district-a position of responsil>ility bringing large 
returns to the company. H e  readily adap\ted himself to llis new work and the 
value of his service in that connection suggested him for a position of still greater 
responsibility. At the end of a period of three years he was sent to Moliiie, Illi- 
nois, as joint agent for the Rock Island and the St. Paul Railroad Companies, 
and the United States Express Company. For four years he occupied that po- 
sition and was then transferred to Peoria as soliciting freight agent for the 
Rock Island and as agent for the Great Eastern Railroad Company, in which 
capacity he continued until 1895. In that year he resigned in order to  engage in 
business for himself, prompted thereto by laudable ambition and the recognition 
of his own capacities and powers. From the outset the new undertaking pros- 
pered and something of the volume of his present business is indicated in the I 
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fact that he handles hardwood lumber in carload lots only. H e  has made a care- 
ful study of the trade and of  everything connected with the lumber business, 
with which he is very familiar in every detail. He has a wide acquaintance 
among lumbermen, not only in Illinois but in other states as well, and his busi- 
ness is of that class which contributes to public prosperity as well as to indi- 
vidual success. 

On the 19th of October, 1887, Mr. Lord was united in marriage to Miss 
Emma St. Johns, a daughter of A. R. St. Johns, a member of the firm of St. 
Johns & Brown, pioneer commission men in the Union Stock Yards of Chicago. 
Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Lord, as follows: Leslie, a 
gaduate of Bradley College and now, at the age of twenty-two years, engaged 
ill business with his father; and Dorothy and Esther, aged respectively nineteen 
and seventeen years, both of whom are college students. Xlr. Lord's enviable so- 
cial position is indicated in the fact that he is a prominent member of the Creve 
Coeur ant1 Illinois 17alley Yacht Clubs and in the latter organization is a director 
and chairman of the racing committee. He likewise belongs to the L4ssociation of 
Comnlerce and is in hearty sympathy with its tnovelnents and projects for the de- 
velopment of the city along material lines. He is intensely interested in all plans 
for the city's adornment and for  the improvement of any conditions relating to 
the welfare of its inhabitants. His business career indicates that ol~portunity is 
open to all and that energy, deter~nination and close application are the essen- 
tial elements of success. He has never neglected any opportunity that has come 
to him, has proven faithful to every trust reposed in him and when in the employ 
of the railroad companies never manifested a feeling that perhaps he has given 
greater service than was requited in his salary. On the other hand, he proved his 
worth to the companies which he represented and thereby won advancement. 
Since starting out independently in the lumSer trade he has in every connection 
displayed correct l~usiness principles and closely adhered to the highest standards 
of commercial ethics. I-Iis- energy and activity l~ave  thus been rendered most 
effective and his prosperity is certairily well merited. 

\VIL~LI.'I~I 1'. TEFFT. 

A representative of the legal fraternity of the legal fraternity of Peoria 
whose professional relations were established in this city in 1887, is iVilliam V. 
Tefft, a general practitioner of law with offices a t  No. gz8 Jefferson building. 
He was I~orn in Delavan, Tazewell county, Illinois, April 8, 1863, a son of 
Stephen P. and Elizabeth Tefft. The father, who was a well known farmer in 
Tazewell county, died in 1902 at the age of seventy years, and his wife's demise 
followed, on the 26th of September, Igr I,  when she was seventy-eight years old, 
both being buried in the Springdale cemetery. The grandparents were aillong 
the earliest pioneer residents of Tazewell county, having established a colony 
where Delavan now stands. The home of the Teffts, wlzich was built in 1840, is 
still standing. The material of which it was built came from Providence, Rhode 
Island, and was shipped by water by way of the Gulf of Mesico and the Missis- 
sippi river, landing near the place where the building was erected, on one of the 
old trails of Illinois. This house is at present occupied by a representative of 
the Teff t family. 

\Villian~ V. Tefft received his preliminary education in the Delavan public 
schools and was graduated from the high school in 1S82. For five years there- 
after he taught school in Tazewell and Logan counties but, having a taste for 
law, he early began studying to fit himself for  legal practice and was able, in 1 1885, to pass the required legal examination, being admitted to the bar in that 
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year. H e  did not begin actively to practice his profession, however, until 188,. 
Early in his career he began specializing in corporation law and is now practi- 
cally giving that branch of practice his sole attention. He is one of the leading 
supporters of the Peoria Bar Association of which he is an honored member. 

Mr. Tefft was married in Peoria in February, 1893, to Miss Mabel P. Doug- 
las, a daughter of Tracy and Luthera Douglas, both old settlers of Peoria county, 
Her  father is deceased and is buried in the Springdale cemetery at Peoria. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Tefft have been born two sons and one daughter: Ivan D., a 
student at Bradley Polytechnic Institute ; Lionel V., a student at the same school; 
and Leah M., attending public school. Mr. Tefft gives his political allegiance to 
the democratic party and has had a public career of considerable importance. 
H e  was city attorney for two terms, and before completing the second term \jras 
elected to the position of states attorney, in which capacity he served one term, 
Fraternally he is a Mason, being a member of the blue lodge, consistory and 
shrine. H e  is also a member of the Knights of Pythias and was chancellor of 
the commandery. H e  belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Ellcs. I le  
is a member of the Creve Coeur Club and was at one time its vice president. In 
addition he belongs to the Ivy Club. The family residence is at No. 200 Park- 
side drive, a beautiful home. Mr. Tefft erected the structure, which is con- 
sidered one of the prettiest residences in the city. He has long been con- 
sidered as belonging to the front rank of the legal fraternity in Peoria, has 
through his careful attention to business, his loyalty to the cases entrusted to 
him and the distinctive ability which he shows in the practice of his profession 
gained a large clientele which is constantly increasing. His professional reputa- 
tion is widely known, not being confined to the city of Peoria, and his standing, 
both as a citizen and lawyer, is unquestioned. 

NICHOLAS ULRICH. 

As a co~lspicuous example of the business acumen, integrity and stability of 
our German-American citizenship, Nicholas Ulrich may be pointed to with pride 
by his German friends, while he is welconled by those of American birth as well 
as by the representative sons of various foreign climes. H e  is head of the fir111 of 

I 
Nicholas Ulrich & Company, a private banking, farm and mortgage loan con- 
cern, the oldest of its kind in Peoria, he having established that business i11 

1874. The offices of the company are at 327-28-29 Jefferson building. MI-. 
Ulrich was born in Germany, February 23, 1850, and until a youth of sixteen 
was reared and trained in the efficient schools of the fatherland. I-Iaving rela- 
tives in the new world of promise and opportunity, he set out alone for tile 
United States in 1866, his destination being Peoria, Illinois, where his relatives 

I 
resided. On his arrival here he a t  once entered the employ of his uncle, Val- 
entine Ulrich, a grocer, and later entered the grocery business on his own ac- 
count. After spending a few years in that branch of commercial activity 11e 
became inclined toward the legal profession and read law in the office of 
Cratty Brothers in Peoria and was admitted to the bar in 1876. H e  continued 
the practice of his profession until 1888, when his banking and loan business 
had assumed such proportions as to demand his entire time and attention. He 
therefore retired from the practice of law and has since occupied himself ex- 
clusively directing the affairs of his present business. Mr. Ulrich is also a 
stockholder and director in the Illinois National Bank of Peoria. His early 
education in Germany, his reading and practice of law, his keen observance of 
men and affairs peculiarly fitted Mr. Ulrich for the successful conduct of his 
present large and constantly increasing business and contributed in no small 
degree to the position of influence. esteem and affluence which he has achieved. I 
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Mr. Ulrich, in 1872, was united in marriage to Miss Carrie Kreuter, of 
Peoria, a daughter of Jacob Kreuter. To  Mr. and Mrs. Ulrich were born three 
&ildren: Elsie, the wife of John H. Merkle, of Peoria; Olive, who gave her 
hand in marriage to E. L. Mayall of Peoria; and May, who is at home. 

Fraternally Mr. Ulrich is identified with the Masons, belonging to the Knight 
Templar commandery and the Mystic Shrine. I-Ie is likewise a member of the 
Creve Coeur, the Peoria Country and the Illinois Valley Yacht Clubs. His 
life work and activities have contributed in large degree to the material pros- 
perity and progress of the city of his adoption, and as a result of his long res- 
idence in Peor~a,  his liberality and his genial nature, he has attracted a large 
circle of friends whose confidence he enjoys and in the association of whom he 
finds much pleasure. 

SMITH F. ATWOOD. 

Smith F. Atwood, the subject of this sketch, was born in the city of Peoria 
on the 9th day of June, 1865, a son of William IV. and Nancy (Frye) ;Itwood, 
both of whom can trace their ancestry back to Revolutionary times. 

He was reared on a farm on Orange Prairie where he helped in clearing the 
timber, and otherwise aided materially in improving and developing the land into 
a modern and productive farm. I t  was in the country school he received his 
early education,and he later took a course in the State Normal School at lTalpa- 
raiso, Indiana, where he finished his collegiate course in 1855. Returning from 
college to the farm he was engaged until after his majority in agricultural and 
stock-raising pursuits, after which he concluded to devote his life energies to the 
practice of law. H e  entered the law office of W. T. VCThiting, of this city, re- 
maining there until admitted to the practice of law, which was after passing the 
examination before the supreme court of the state of Illinois, at Springfield in 
the year 1890. Thereafter he immediately entered into the active practice of 
law, of which vocation he has made a success and is assistant state's attorney of 
Peoria county and village attorney for the village of Averyville: 

On September I, 1886, he was united in marriage with Miss Fannie Harris, 
a daughter of James and Elizabeth Harris. His wife died on the 4th of June, 
1906, leaving her husband and three children, Georgia, Loyal and lTera. 

Mr. Atwood has always been active in politics since he became of age, having 
held several prominent political positions of trust. H e  was for one term presi- 
dent of the village of North Peoria, now a beautiful resident portion of the city 
of Peoria. H e  was for a number of years a member of the republican county 
central committee and in that capacity was an ardent and earnest supporter OF 
the principals of his party and is now an energetic and progressive member of the 
board of supervisors of Peoria county, which position he has held on different 
occasions. 

Aside from his professional and political services Mr. Atwood has been 
prominent in building ttp the city and county of Peoria in numerous ways. 
Public-spirited and progressive in principle, he is keenly interested in the future 
welfare of the community. A self-made and positive man. it was he who laid 
out the route of the Peoria Ps Galesburg Electric Railway, fully recognizing the 
importance of securing interurban roads for the city. H e  personally supervised 
the surveying of the route, himself carrying one of the instruments necessary to 
the survey. Mr. Atwood attended to the incorporation of the company, did all 
the other legal work in connection therewith as well as secure the right-of-way 
and the franchises in the several towns through which the route will traverse, 
necessary for  the construction and operation of the railway. The road will be 
from Peoria to the county farm, thence paralleling the Iowa Central Railway to 
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Farmington, thence across the country to Maquon, a town on the Chicago, Bur- 
lington 8: Quincy Rail\vay, thence practically paralleling the Chicago, Burling- 
ton & Quincy to Knoxville, thence to East Galesburg, and thence to Galesburg. 
He is the president of the company and is confident of the construction and 
operation of the road at an early date. At  this time he is active in securing the 
necessary capital for the construction and equipment of the same, which will 
require about two million dollars. 

HON. PERCIVAL G. RENNICII;. 

Hon. Percival G. Renilick of Peoria, has a wider acquaintance prol)ably, 
than any other citizen of that city. While disclaiming political power he is a 
recogilized leader of the republican party. At the present time he is collector of 
internal revenue for the fifth district of Illinois, which from a business stand- 
point is the most important federal position within the gift of the president of 
the United States. I-Ie has handled during the last eleven years an average of 
more than thirty-three million dollars per year. A portion of his time is devoted 
to lecture work and literary contributions. 

Mr. Rennick was born a t  Knowlton, Canada, and came to Stark county. Illi- 
nois, with his parents in 1867 being then less than three years old. I-Ie is the 
youngest son of Francis and Sarah (Cousins) Rennick. The father came from 
the north of Ireland at the age of eighteen years and settled a t  Montreal, Canada, 
where he afterward met and married Sarah Cousins. H e  worked some time as 
a surveyor and afterward engaged in the grain business. Later he moved with 

'his family to the United States establishing his home at Toulon where he en- 
gaged in farming and where the subject of this sketch received his rudimentary 1 
education. 

Beginning his education in that district Percival G. Rennicli was in due 
time graduated from the high school at Toulon and was then graduated from the 
Illinois Normal College. H e  took up the profession of teaching and became 
principal of the Castleton and Wyoming graded schools occupying both posi- 
tions during the period of four years. H e  proved himself to be an ahle edu- 
cator. contributing largely to the successful development of the educational in- 
stitutions with which he was connected. H e  read law for two years under a 
private tutor, and though he has never engaged in active practice his linowledce 
of the profession has been of immense value to him in other relations. In 1889 
he was appointed by Hon. Julius S. Starr, then collector of internal revenue to 
the position of inspector. H e  served in that capacity for four years at the end 
of which time he became bookkeeper for the UTilson Wholesale Grocery Com- 
pany. In 1896 he was appointed clerk of the principal circuit court, acting it1 
that capacitv until chosen for his present position as collector of internal revenue 
for the fifth district of Illinois. 

On the 10th of April, 1890, hlr. Rennick was married to  Miss Jennie Ghar- 
rett, a daughter of B. F. Gharrett of Castleton. Mr. Reilnick holds mehbership 
in the Episcopal church. Peoria Consistory and Commandery, Mohammed Temple, 
Lodge 479, A. F. Ps A. If., the Odd Fellows, Elk, Modern Woodmen of America, 
and the various cltll>s of the city. H e  was active in recruiting Troop G of the 
First Illinois Cavalry, and in 1899, the date at which this troop was mustered in. 
he was chosen second lieutenant. His private business interests include con- 
nection with the Worlcing Men's Loan & Homestead Association of which he has 
been a director for fifteen years, one manufacturing concer,n. a southern lumber 
company and several smaller interests. H e  served one term as national president 
of the Fraternal Reserve Life Association. during which time he wrote a new 
ritual for  the association which was unanimously adopted a t  the national conven- 
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tion. As a lecturer and entertainer he is known throughout a large part of the 
united States and a t  the date of this sketch is having the largest number of calls 
yet received by him. There are few, if any, lecturers who have greater ability, 
and in the humorous line and field of entertainment he has no superiors in the 
,,tire country. H e  is widely known and in Illinois his personal friends are 
numbered by the thousands. As has been said he is one of Peoria's best known 
citizens, genial, courteous, popular-"A prince of good fellows." Moreover he 
is a winner ir, every endeavor. H e  has the resolute spirit, the capability and 
initlative which enable him to carry forward to successful con~pletion whatever 
heulldertakes. H e  has kept in touch with the world's best thought and progress. 
He is alive to every activity and to every vital question of the present hour 
,&ether it has relation to his important business interests, his official duties, his 
lecture work, or his political activity. 

I JOHN W. CULEERTSOX. 

The legal profession today holds out high rewards to honorable industry, 
cultiva,ted talents, probity and integrity, which have been transmitted to its mem- 
bers through unbroken generations from Chase, and Martin, Pinkney and 11c- 
Mahon. 

Solin 'IY. Culbertson, who was up to the time of his death an able and suc- 
cessful nlember of the Peoria bar, is a worthy type of this class of lawyer. All 
through his life, he maintained the high standard of integrity which was a fixed 
principle with him, and at his death he left behind him a reputation for clear- 
sighted discrimination of values, strict honesty of purpose, and cool, prudent and 
wide-reaching judgment. 

John W. Culbertson was born a t  Wooster, Ohio, on the 1st of November, 
1860, his parents being Hugh M. and Margaret (Sanderson) Culbertson. The 
father was one of the early settlers and agriculturists of that place and gave his 
political allegiance to the democracy. H e  passed away in 1897, a t  the age of 
seventy-one years, having long survived his wife, who was called to her final 
rest in 1872. The remains of both were interred in the family lot in the cemetery 
at Wooster, Ohio. The Culbertsons are of Scotch-English origin, the first rep- 
resentative of the name in this country settling in Pennsylvailia. The paternal 
grandfather of our subject participated in the Revolutionary war. 

In the acquirement of an education John W. Culbertson attended a country 
school until fifteen y a r s  of age and then entered the normal department of 
the Northern Ohio University a t  Ada, Ohio, also talcing a law course at the 
same institution. Subsequently he took up the profession of teaching, but later 
returned to the university and on the completion of his course received the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Science. In 1885 he was admitted to the bar by the supreme 
court of Ohio. In  January, 1886, he came to Peoria, and secured employment as 
bbokkeeper with the McLaughlin Gas & Steamfitting Company, remaining in 
that capacity for about two years. Since 1887, however, he has devoted his atten- 
tion to the general practice of law, and won by intelligent application of his 
talents an extensive and gratifying clientage. He was a strong advocate with 
the jury and concise in his appeals before the court. Much of the success which 
attended him in his professional career is undoubtedly due to the fact that in no 
instance did he ever permit himself to go into court unless he had absolute confi- 
dence in the justice of his client's cause. Basing his efforts on this principle, 
from which there are far  too many lapses in the professional ranks, it naturally 
followed that he seldolll lost a case in whose support he was enlisted: 

On the 22d of December, 1898 in Peoria, Mr. Culbertson was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Egberdine Simmering. Mrs. Culbertson's father, a carpenter and 
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contractor by trade, was an old settler in Peoria. Mr. and Mrs. Culbertson had 
one child, Helen, who died in infancy and was buried at Springdale cemetery. 

Mr. Culbertson was strongly democratic in his political affiliations, and held 
the ofice of city attorney in 1892-3. He stood high in the Masonic fraternity and 
was a member of the Peoria Bar Association. 

When Mr. Culbertson died on December 5 ,  1911, the legal profession of 
Peoria lost one of its most distinguished representatives. I f  we were to attempt 
to characterize in a single sentence the achievements of Mr. Culbertson, it could 
perhaps best be done in the words: the success of an honest man, in whose life 
marked legal ability and humanitarianism were well balanced forces. His in- 
domitable energy, unfailing memory, critical accuracy of analysis, his power of 
endurance and above all his sturdy honesty, enabled him to rise to a high poillt 
of legal attainment. H e  devoted his life to his profession, and has been deservedry 
crowned with its choicest rewards. T o  attain the success he reached, he never 
resorted to extraneous means or  influences, or any of the arts by which popu- 
larity is sometimes purchased at the expense of truth. H e  rose to the high place 
which he held at the time of his death, simply by patient, arduous and unremit- 
ting toil, unfaltering courage and inflexible determination to succeed. 

JAMES A. WATERI-IOUSI<. 

A life actuated by high principles to which he was always most loyal brought 
James A. Waterhouse the regard and friendship of his fellowmen. At differenr 
periods he made his home in Peoria, where he had many friends. 
born at Glossop, Derbyshire, England, May 21, 1852, and had passed the fifty- 

He I 
seventh milestone on life's journey when called to his final rest on the 5th of 
Dctober, 1 9 9 .  H e  was of  English lineage, being a direct descendant of John 
Waterhouse, who was born in Saddleworth, England, while at a still more re- 
mote date it is found that his Saxon ancestors emigrated from their native land 
to Yorkshire, England. This was about 1400. The family became connected 
with cloth manufacture there, and some of their descendants still continue in that 
line of' business. Prosperity has attended the family in different generations and 
they have become property owners, and have been prominent in public office. 

In tracing the line of descent down to James A. Waterhouse we find that 
one of his ancestors, James Waterhouse was the eldest son of seven children 
of John Waterhouse previously mentioned, and that his birth occurred in Saddle- 
worth, England, in 1782. H e  abandoned the cloth manufacturing industry and 
devoted his time to parish business, serving as constable, overseer of the poor 
and in other offices. H e  had a family of ten children, the ninth being George 
F. Waterhouse, who was born at Saddleworth, England, March 22, 1824. There 
he was reared and became a pattern-maker, winning the reputation of being 
the most skillful workman in that line in that part of the country. When his 
father died he succeeded him in the position of governor, or relieving officer 
of Glossop parish, but, on the advice of his physician, started for America, hoping 
the voyage would be beneficial to his failing health. He completed the voy- 
age, but nine days after reaching the home of his brother, Wright Waterhouse, 
in New York, he passed away, leaving a widow and three soils, William T., Jaines 
A., and Frederick A. For a number of years he had been a local preacher of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, and was a very active worker in the Sunday 
school. I n  Glossop, England, on the 6th of April, 1848, he had wedded Miss 
Mary Ann Thorpe, the wedding being celebrated in the Wesleyan Methodist chapel. 
They were the first couple to be married in a "dissenting" chapel in that part 
of the country. Mrs. Waterhouse was a daughter of William and Elizal~eth 
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(Boden) Thorpe, and also came of pure English ancestry. In early manhood 
William Thorpe removed from Yorkshire to Derbyshire, and following his 
marriage lived in Glossop until he was accidentally shot when forty-two years 
of age. In early life he learned the carpenter's trade and afterward became a 
contractor and builder, employing a large force of men. H e  was also proprietor 

a grocery store. After her husband's tragic death Mrs. Thorpe, with the 
assistance of her father-in-law, successfully conducted the business for a num- 
ber of years. She died at the home of her son John in Manchester, England, 
when seventy-five years of age. 

It will thus be seen that in both the paternal and maternal lines James A. 
Waterhouse was descended from good old English families. Practically his en- 
tire life was spent on this side of the Atlantic. H e  had scarcely passed 
the period of infancy when the family emigrated to America and the father 
died. His widowed mother brought her children to Peoria and here James .A. 
Waterhouse pursued his early educati~n in the public schools, but early feeling 
it incumbent upon him to provide for his own support as his mother was in 
straitened circumstances, he left school at the age of twelve. Before he 
had entered his teens he was employed as an errand boy in the dry-goods store 
of Clarke & Company. H e  afterward became connected with Dewein's whole- 
sale leather store in which he continued for  three years and then accepted a 
position in the local freight office of the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Railroad. 
His next position was with M. W. Goss, general agent of the Star Union Line, 
and in 1876 he went to Richmond, Virginia, with Mr. Goss when the latter was 
made general freight agent of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad. H e  was chief 
clerk for  Mr. Goss and upon that gentleman's retirement due to ill health he 
took charge of his affairs and so capably did he administer them that it was 
with regret that the company accepted his resignation, which he tendered that 
he might return to Peoria, feeling it his duty to remain with his mother. H e  
was then appointed to the head of the claim department of the Toledo, Peoria 
& Warsaw Railroad and was afterward made local freight agent, which position 
he continued to fill until 1885. In that year he accepted the position of general 
manager of the Peoria Transfer & Storage Company, of which he was one of 
the organizers, filling that position until August 1889, when he sold his stock 
and aided in forming the Chillicothe Paper Company of Chillicothe. Illinois, 
becoming its president and treasurer. A paper mill was erected and the busi- 
ness was successfully conducted until the financial depression of 1893 when the 
company failed. Mr. Mraterhouse was also president of the Kearney Paper 
Company at Kearney, Nebraska. In 1893 he returned to Peoria and was there- 
after connected with the real-estate business in this city until his death. He was 
a man of irreproachable honor, of high character and lofty principles, and 
although he met reverses in business, no one ever lost a dollar through his deal- 
ings. 

On the 17th of October. 1877, in Peoria, Mr. Waterhouse was united in 
marriage to Miss Jennie Neff, the only daughter of John C. and Sarah (White) 
Neff of Columbus, Ohio. She was born in Alton. Ohio. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Waterhouse became active members of the Calvary Presbyterian church and 
earnest workers in the Sunday school. Mr. Waterhouse joined the church 
on its organization and served for a number of years as  one of its elders and 
as a member of the board o f  trustees. H e  was likewise one of the assistant 
superintendents of the Sunday school and did everything in his power to pro- 
mote the growth of the church and extend its influence. H e  was ever free 
from ostentation but possessed sterling traits of character that were manifest 
in continuous kindliness and helpfulness to others. H e  was a lover of all that 
was beautiful, an advocate of all that is ennobling, and he stood as a man 
among men. Although his educational opportunities were limited he contin- 
ually broadened his knowledge by reading, experience and observation, and he 
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possessed a retentive memory. He stood as a high type of Christian gentle- 
man, prizing character above all things, and at all times realizing, as Lincoln 
expressed it, that '"There is something better than making a living-making 
a life." 

THOMAS F. TALLYN. 

Thomas F. Tallyn, of Radnor township, is a native resident of Peoria county, 
his birth having occurred in Rosefield township on March 5 ,  1851. His father, 
Thomas Tallyn, was born in 1820 in Devonshire, England, and came to America 
in 1847, locating in Rosefield townsl~ip. H e  followed his brother who had come 
to this country for the purpose of engaging in agricultural pursuits. Thomas 
Tallyn was a farmer in England, and after coming to Peoria county settled in 
Rosefield township, and later operated a farm which he had rented there. In 
1851 together with John Ford, a brother-in-law, he purchased a quarter section 
of prairie land in Radnor township, which the two young men cleared, broke 
and cultivated. H e  became a prominent man in this part of the col-~nty, and was 
progressive and energetic, devoting all his time to general farming. Greatly in- 
terested in educational work he served as school director in Radnor township for 
several years, but never sought nor desired other public office. He had three 
brothers, who also coming from England, located in Peoria county. There were 
also two brothers and three sisters who remained in England. Thomas Tallyn 
died in 1876 on his farm on section 32 of Radnor township. His wife, Eliza- 
beth (Frye) Tallyn. the mother of our subject, was also a native of Devonshire, 
England. She accompanied her husband to America soon after their marriage, 
and spent the rest of her life in Peoria county. 

111 the family of Thomas and Elizabeth (Frye) Tallyn were seven children: 
William, who was a farmer in Kickapoo township of this county, and who died 
in 1909; Thomas F., of this review; Elizabeth, who passed away in Prospect 
Heights, this state, in 1906; Frank, who lives with the subject of this sketch, 
and who has traveled extensively in the United States, an? especially in the west; 
Lucy, who died in 1885 and who was the wife of William Jones, who resides on a 
farm joining the land of Thomas I:. Tallyn of this review; John, who operates 
the old Tallyn homestead; and Mary, who is the second wife of William Jones, 
f o r m e r l ~ ~  the husband of her sister. Lucy. 

Thomas F. Tallyn was one month of age when his father moved to section 32 
of Radnor township. He grew to manhood on this old homestead, and all his life 
has been associated with the work on the farm. H e  was educated in the com- 
mon school, having attended the Tucker school, which is located very close to his 
old home and his present farm. While still under thirty years of age he pur- 
chased the farm which he now owns, having at that time not a dollar to pay on 
it, and today he owns it all free from encumbrances, and besides has other valu- 
able real estate. Forty acres of the land originally acquired by his father and 
his uncle, when they first settled in this township, now belongs to him. In addi- 
tion he owns eighty acres of the original Chase quarter in this township. His 
present place is the original Ford homestead, and is located but a few yards north 
of his boyhood home. Mr. Tallyn has always engaged in general -farming and 
sfock-raising, and now has over one hundred head of hogs, about ten head of 
horses and ten head of cattle. H e  has ever been very successful in his work, 
and his prosperity is due to his own labors and good business judgment. 

On the 21st of May, 1892, Mr. Tallyn was united in marriage with Miss 
Minnie Rockell, who was born May 17, 1865, in Radnor township, very near her 
present home. She was the youngest of a family of four children. The others 
are: Anna, who is now Mrs. Perrin. and resides on a farm near Massena. 
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Iowa; Charles, who is engaged in farming near Massena, Iowa; and Agnes, who' 
is now Mrs. Mitchell, and resides on a farm near Winnemac, Indiana. When 
Minnie (Rockell) Tallyn was two years of age her mother died, and she was 
reared in the home of Cyrus Tucker, and as did the subject of this sketch, she 
attended the Tucker school. To  Mr. and Mrs. Tallyn have been born four chil- 
dren: Clarence R:, Ella, Everett Thomas and Anna. 

Mr. Tallyn having always resided in Radnor township, has seen the early de- 
velopment of this section of Peoria county. He recalls the time, although he was 
then a very small boy, when the Knoxville road, which is near his present home, 
was a stage route,.and Kickapoo, a neighboring town, was a'stage stop. He has 
in his possession now an arrow head and other Indian trinkets, which he has 
from time to time picked up on his father's farm. There is in the Peoria county 
museum, a tomahawk which was found on his old homestead by his brother in 
his childhood days. This was given to Mr. Gifford, a neighboring farmer, who 
collected many relics, and at his death it was transferred to the museum. 

In politics Mr. Tallyn is a republican, but in local elections he votes for the 
man whom he thinks to be best qualified to fill the office. H e  has given n~uch ht- 
tention to educational work, and for more than nine years has served as school 
director in his township. H e  was reared in the Baptist church, and socially is a 
member of the Radnor Grange. He has through life been a total abstainer from 
tobacco and intoxicating drinks, but never has been active in prohibition move- 
ments. A lifelong resident of Radnor township, he has many acquaintances 
here, and is highly respected by all who know him. H e  has not only been an 
interested witness in the development of this part of the state, but ever has Reen 
a most helpful factor in its general advancement. 

Nunlbered among the successful medical practitioners of Peoria who bring 
to the performance of their duties a thorough l<nowledge of materia medica 
and anatomy, as well as a ripe experience, is Dr. William H .  .\ylesworth, re- 
siding at 725 Main street, where he also has his offices. He was born in Lena- 
wee county, Michigan, May 17, 1854, a son of Jason H. and blargaret (Hin- 
man) Aylesworth. The family was established in America in colotlial days 
and contributed representatives to the Revolutionary war and also to all other 
wars in which the United States has been engaged. The father, Jason H. Ayles- 
worth, was shot at the battle of Iuka during the Civil war. dying thirty days 
after the wound was received, and was buried at LaGrange, Tennessee. 

IVilliam H. Aylesworth received his preliminary education in the public 
schools of Jackson county, Michigan, graduating from the high school of his 
native city. His education was obtained under unusually trying circu~nstances 
as the untimely death of the father left his mother without support, and Wil- 
liam Aylesworth in order to help defray the living expenses of the family went 
to work at the age of eight years, for twenty-five cents a day and board, for 
a man who later became his stepfather. H e  was thus engaged until he attained 
the age of thirteen years, living the while under the parental roof. At that time 
he left home and accepted employment on a neighboring farm. He worked 
there for some time and meanwhile learned the carpenter's trade, showing 
particular adaptability to that work. When he attained the age of twenty-five 
years, he obtained a position with the Mobile Pr New Orleans Railroad Com- 
pany as assistant purchasing agent and made his headquarters at Mobile. Ala- 
bama.' While working for this company he purchased practically all the timber 
which they used. H e  had a t  an early period in life conceived the desire to 
become a practicing physician and after working for the Mobile & New Orleans 
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Railroad Company for one year returned home and began fitting himself for 
entrance to the University of Michigan. During all this time he had cared for his 
mother as  well as earned the money to meet his own expenses. He graduated 
from the medical department of the State University, June 28, 1332, receiving 
his degree of M. D. Since that time, however, he has taken other courses 
calculated to better fit him for an extended practice in medicine and surgery. 
I l e  first began practicing his profession at Cedar Springs, Michigan, where he 
continued with gratifying success for five years, after which he went to Grand 
Rapids, where he practiced three years. He then went to St. Joseph, Missouri, 
and was for two years identified with the medical profession in that city, going 
from there to Fairfield, Iowa, where he practiced five years, settling in Peoria 
county in 1899 a t  Hanna City, where he remained until 1909, when he settled 
in Peoria. During the Spanish-American war he volunteered his services as 
an army surgeon and served as personal physician to General Shafter. He is 
president of the Illinois Automobile & Parts Company and is secretary of the 
Texas, Kansas & Missouri Coal Land & Fuel Company. 

Dr. Aylesworth was married at Cedar Springs, Michigan, November 20, 1883, 
to Miss Jessie Van Winkle, daughter of Rev. Peter Van Winltle, who was at 
t3e time of his daughter's marriage pastor of the Baptist church at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. To Dr. and Mrs. Aylesworth has been born one daughter, 
Ella J., who became the wife of E. H. Schimpff. In  his political views Dr. 
Aylesworth is republican. H e  is a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows in which he has occupied all of the official chairs. His broad experi- 
ence in the medical profession together with his aptness, his constant, steady 
and natural ability have rendered him one of the successful practitioners of 
his profession in the city of Peoria. Having for a considerably long period 
resided in Peoria county he has become well and favorably known in the entire 
community and his professional services are sought not only in this city alone 
but throughout the surrounding country. In professional circles his reputation 
is among the best and his personal acquaintance being large makes him a con- 
spicuous figure among professional men and one of whom Peoria may well be 
proud. 

WALTER G. CAUSEY 

In financial circles of Peoria Walter G. Causey is well 1i110wn by reason of 
the extensive business which he has built up in mortgage loans and investments. 
Real-estate dealing likewise forms a branch of his business and he has well 
appointed offices in the Jefferson building. Like many of the representative, 
progressive and successful business men of this city he is a native of Peoria, 
his birth having here occurred September 22, 1871. His parents were Aaron 
and Sarah (Blackburn) Causey, who became residents of Peoria in the early 
'50s. The father was for years a representative of the Singer Sewing Machine 
Company and was widely and favorably known in business circles throughout 
this part of the state. His death occurred in November, 1379. The mother 
passed away in November, 1910. 

Spending his youthful days under the parental roof, Walter G. Causey 
devoted -the period of his youth to the acquirement of an education until he 
had supplemented his public-school course by a course in Brown's Business Col- 
lege. H e  made his initial step in the commercial world as an employe of Day 
Brothers & Company, drygoods merchants, with whom he remained for  seven 
years, advancing from the position of errand boy to that of salesman. H e  after- 
ward entered the employ of the Monarch Distillery as clerk, in which capacity he 
continued for three years, when he took a position in the office of the Corning 
Steel Company of Chicago, where he remained for four years. On the expi- 
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ration of that period he returned to Peoria and was with the Newel1 Coal Com- 
pany as cashier for  three years. H e  then took charge of the office of Eliot & 
~ ~ ~ ~ l ) h  E. Callender, real-estate and mortgage brokers, which had been estab- 
lished by Eliot Callender in 1890. Five years later &I. Causey joined Eliot 
callender in a partnership relation under the style of Callender & Causey, 
which was continued until the business was taken over by Mr. Causey. H e  
has been a director of the State Trust &.Savings Bank of Peoria since January, 
1910. Previous to that time he had been for several years one of the stockholders 
of the institution. H e  is regarded as a conservative investor \\illether in behalf 
of himself or others, and as a result has secured a large clientage in the mort- 
g a ~ ,  loan and investment business. He keeps in close touch with the money 
market and the soundness of his judgment is manifest in the excellent results 

have crowned his labors. 
On September 16, 1903, Mr. Causey was united in marriage to Miss Florine 

Thielens, of Yew York, and to them is accorded the hospitality of many of 
Peoria's attractive homes. They are members of St. Paul's Episcopal church 
and for twelve years Mr. Causey has been one of its vestrymen. H e  was also 
one of the first secretaries of the Creve Coeur Club and belongs also to the Peoria 
Country Club-two of the leading social organizations of the city. He is a di- 
rector of the Association of Commerce, the National Implement & Vehicle show 
and the Young Men's Christian Association. His life record in its continuous 
advancement indicates that success is ambition's answer. 

CHARLES CHESTER CUTTER. 

Charles Chester Cutter, of the Cutter Coal Con~pany, has passed the entire 
period of his business career in Peoria, of which city he is a native, his birth hav- 
ing occurred on August 15, 1873. H e  is descended from well known pioneer 
families of this city, his father having been the late William Cutter, while his 
mother's maiden name was Jennie Wrigley. 

Reared at home, at the usual age Charles Chester Cutter entered the graded 
schools, completing his education with a three-year course in high school. After 
leaving school he accepted a minor position in the First National Bank, where he 
began his business career. H e  applied himself earnestly to his work and as he 
proved to be efficient and capable was promoted as rapidly as his progress war- 
ranted until he had attained the position of assistant cashier, in which capacity 
he served for five years. H e  resigned his position with this i~lstitution in No- 
vember, 1910, after nineteen years and two months service, and engaged in the 
retail coal business with his brother, Weston Cutter. Their yard was first located 
at 413 to 415 North Adams street, but as this was not conveniently situated for 
receiving shipments, being some distance from the railroad, they removed in 
July, 1911, to their present location at 1610 South Washington street, which is 
adjacent to the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy tracks. As the members of the 
firm are widely acquainted in the community and are known to be yotlng men of 
honesty and integrity they have been accorded a very satisfactory patronage, 
and have every reason to feel assured of the successful development of their 
enterprise. 

0 1 1  the 10th of October, 1907, Mr. Cutter was united in marriage to hliss 
Florence Ambridge of Milwaukee, and they reside at 312 Indiana avenue. Two 
daughters have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Cutter: Ethel Anne, who is three 
years of age; and Florence Ambridge, a babe of three montl~s, who has been 
named for  her mother. Mrs. Cutter is a daughter of George William and Jessie 
(Ashley) Ambridge, both natives of Connecticut, the mother having been born 
in Desby. The maternal grandfather, the Rev. William B. ,4shlejr, was likewise 
a native of Connecticut and a minister in the Episcopal church. H e  became 
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quite prominent in his profession and was for  seventeen years rector of St. Paulys 
Episcopal church in Milwaukee. 

I n  matters of religious faith Mr. Cutter is a Presbyterian and holds n1i-m- 
bership in the First church of this city, while Mrs. Cutter is a communicant of 

St. Paul's Episcopal church. Mr. Cutter is a member of the Country Club and 
also of the Creve Coeur Club of which he was secretary f o i  one year and treas- 
urer for two. His political allegiance .he gives to the republican party, and al- 
though he takes an active interest in all matters pertaining to the community wel- 
fare has never sought official honors. He is a young man of good business capac- 
ity, practical in his ideas and sound in his judgment, and is directing his under- 
takings with the caution and foresight that invariably lead to success. 

PEORIA DRILL & SEEDER COMPANY. 

The Peoria Drill & Seeder Company's factory located at No. 2400 I1erry 
street, is one of the most recently established and thriving industries of the city. 
This company was organized late in 1904 and began operations on the 1st of 
January, 1905. Their plant is built on a piece of ground five and a half acres 
in area which was forn~erly the property of Selby, Starr & Company, imple- 
ment manufacturers. The company was incorporated in 1905 with Clarence A. 
Pattison, the present president and secretary, and Luther E. Roby, present 
treasurer and superintendent. They make a specialty of the manufacture of 
grain drills and seeders and as they turn out articles o: good cluality and work- 
nlanship are meeting with excellent success in their undertaking. IVhen they 
first hegan operations seven years ago they gave employment to only fifty men, 
but their business has developed to such an extent that they have been com- 
pelled to enlarge their plant until they now require the services of from two 
hundred and fifty to three hundred workmen in order to be enabled to fill their 
orders. These employes are mostly highly skilled mechanics. Cot11 Mr. I'atti- 
son and Mr. Roby are thoroughly familiar with every branch of the implement 
business and they also possess the powers of organization and executive ability 
essential to the successful operation and development of an industry of this size. 
'The magnitude of their business is constantly increasing and present conditions 
would indicate that the Peoria Drill & Seeder Coillpany will become one of the 
largest and most substantial enterprises of the city. The systems and policies 
of the firm are such as to inspire trust and confidence in all who havc tlealings 
with them, as their products are always found to be exactly as represented and 
they cheerfully correct any errors or n~isunderstandil~gs, even ~vlien there is a 
doubt as to their own responsibility. They are both men of progressive ideas 
and their factory is conducted in strict accordance with the highest principles of 
modern comn~ercialisn~. They always strive to 1;eep their word as well as 
their contracts, realizing that the best way to keep the good-will of their patrons 
is to be considerate and reliable in the fulfilnlent of their obligations. 

Clarence A. Pattison, president and secretary of the Peoria Drill & Seeder 
Company, was born at Dowagiac, Rlichigan, in 1869, and there reared to the 
age of twenty years, receiving his education in the public schools. In  1890 he 
left home and went to Fargo, Sort11 Dakota, to accept a position as a traveling 
salesman for the Dowagiac Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of grain 
drills. Three years later he removed to Kansas City to become manager of 
their branch house, remaining there until 1897, when he withdrew from this 
connection in order to become manaqer of the Haworth & Sons Corn Planter 
Worlcs at Decatur, Illinois. He discharged the duties of the latter position for 
foui years, at the expiration of which time he came to Peoria and together 
with Luther E. Roby and others organized the Peoria Drill & Seeder Company. 
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W1len the company was incorporated he was made vice president and secretary 
and in 1909 became president and secretary. Tfiis enterprise has thrived from 
the first and is now one of the well established and substantial operations of 
the city. hlr. Pattison's wide experience in the implement business united with 
his powers as an organizer and executive well qualify him for the duties of the 
position he is now filling. T o  him must be attributed much of the credit for  
the rapid and permanent development of the business, as  he uses rare sagacity 
and excellent judgment in the methods he employes in placing their products 
on the market. H e  has every reason to feel gratified with the success attend- 
ing his endeavors, as the firm's books have annually shown a marked increase 
not only in the amount of their sales but also in the number of their patrons. 

Dowagiac, Michigan, was the scene of Mr. Pattison's marriage on the 30th 
of January, 1894, to Miss Theo Rudolphi, a native of that city and a daughter 
of Dr. A. T. Rudolphi. Mr. and Mrs. Pattison have one daughter, Kathryn, 
who is six years of age. 

Mr. Pattison is affiliated with the Scottish Rite of the Masonic fraternity, 
the Knights of Pythias and the Maccabees, and is a member of the Illinios Val- 
ley Yacht Club and the Peoria Implement and Vehicle Club. He is treasurer 
of the National Association of Agricultural Implement and Vehicle Manufac- 
turers, vice president of the National Grain Drill Association and a director 
of the Peoria Association of Commerce. H e  is highly esteemed among his busi- 
]less associates, generally, his upright principles and standards of commercial 
integrity winning him the respect and confidence of all with whom he has tran- 
sactions. H e  has met with much more than average success in his career but 
t]~ose ~ v h o  ltnow him recognize it as the well merited reward of unceasing energy 
and determination of purpose. 

JVESTON CUTTER. 

Weston Cutter, of the Cutter Coal Company, located at 1610 South Wash- 
ington street, is one of the representative illembers of Peoria's younger com- 
mercial circles. H e  was born in this city on the 6th of November, 1883, and 
here he was lilcewise reared and educated. I-Ie had con~pleted the course of 
the gral~ll l~ar  school and was a junior in the high school when he terminated his 
student days, at the age of sixteen years, and entered the business world. His 
first position was in the office of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, but he 
subsequently withdrew from their employ and entered that of the Acme 
Harvester Company. At  the age of nineteen years he left the service of the 
latter company and again engaged in railroad work. As he is ambitious he was 
not satisfied to remain an employe, so he industriously applied himself to acquire 
sufficient capital to engage in business for himself. By thrift and enterprise 
he was able to realize his ambition in 1908, and resigning his position he engaged 
in the retail coal business with his brother Charles C. Cutter, under the firm 
name of the Cutter Coal Company. Both young men are well lcnown and highly 
esteemed in Peoria, and in the conduct of their enterprise have adopted a policy 
that has won them the confidence of all who have dealings with t l ~ e n ~ ,  and 
has been one of the dominant factors in their success. They are enjoying an 
excellent patronage, whicl~ is constantly increasing, and have every reason to 
tee1 gratified with the development of their business. 

In this city on the 11th of .  May, 1911, Mr. Cutter was united in marriage 
to Miss Sanchen Strehlow, a daughter of Rudolph and Abbey (Ball) Strehlow. 
The parents, who reside a t  2409 Seventh street, are pioneer citizens of Peoria 
and one of the city's first families. 
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Both Mr. and Mrs. Cutter are members of the First Presbyterian church, 
and he also belongs to the Illinois Valley Yacht and the Peoria Canoe Clubs. 
H e  is one of the early members of the latter and was serving on the house 
committee when the new club house was built. It  is the second, if not the 
largest, exclusive canoe club in the world. They have a beautiful club house, 
which was erected at a cost of seventy thousand dollars, located on the upper 
lake of the Illinois river, along the Galena road. I t  is one of the most exclusive 
social organizations in the city, its membership being limited to one hulldred, 
and they now have a long waiting list. Mr. and Mrs. Cutter are both very 
popular socially. Mr. Cutter is just finishing a handsome house at 229 Tobias 
street which will be the family residence. 

NATHAN GILES. 

The life record of Nathan Giles covered eighty-one years. In the later 
period he lived retired but for many years he was numbered among the lead- 
ing agriculturists of Peoria county and was one of the pioneer settlers, who 
contributed largely to the early progress and development of this section of 
the state, especially along agricultural lines. H e  was born in Oneida county, 
New York, November 15, 1827, a son of Thomas and Ann (Pickin) Giles, 
who were natives of Wales. The father was a soldier in the British army and 
was sent to the island of St. Helena to act as guard over Napoleon Bonaparte 
during the period of his banishment there. While engaged in that duty he was 
married on that island and three of his children were born there. At length he 
came to America with his family and .took up the trade of a stone mason In the 
state of New York, but, thinking that the west held still better opportunities, he 
came to Peoria in 1836 and here purchased the land that is now owned by his 
descendants. This was a tract of eighty acres, which he bought from Willianl 
Hale for eight dollars per acre. H e  died in 1838, two years after coming to 
Peoria, but his wife survived for many years, passing away in 1854. Their chil- 
dren were seven in number, Thomas, Joseph, JVilliatn, Alice, Nathan, George and 
Sarah. The elder daughter became the wife of Jaines Peters. 

Nathan Giles was quite young when his parents removed from Oneida county 
to Oswego county, New York, where he pursued his education as a public- 
school student until after the removal of the family to the west in 1836, when he 
went to Richmond, New York. There he continued until 184.3, when he pro- 
ceeded to Wisconsin and for ten months worked in the lead mines of Galena. 
In 1844 he arrived in Peoria and took up his abode on Knoxville road, about 
a mile and a half from the city of Peoria, which at that time, however, con- 
tained a population of only a few hundred. With characteristic energy he 
began to develop and cultivate that land and was thus engaged unit1 1849, when, 
attracted by the discovery of gold in California, he started for the Pacific coast, 
accompanied by his brother William. They joined a large party, making the 
trip overland with ox teams, traveling by way of St. Joseph, Brownsville, Fort 
Kearny, North Platte and thence to the Sacramento valley in California. hfr. 
Giles prospected all through that state, and also made several trips northward 
to Portland and to Oregon City. H e  intended to enter into the cattle business 
but did not regard the prospects as very favorable and in consequence returned 
to Illinois by way of the Panama route and New York, arriving at his home 
on the 22d of December, 1853, after an absence of four and a half years. He 
then entered industrial circles in connection with brick manufacture. in which 
business he continued for ten years. H e  next took up farming in Richwoods 
township and was thus engaged in tilling the soil for  another decade. H e  then 
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traded that property for  more land and sold some of his real estate at a very 
gratifying figure. In 1885 he erected the present home in the city and retired 
from active life save fo r  the supervision which he gave to his landed interests 
and investments. In his vocabulary there was no such word as fail. H e  was 
determined and energetic and careful management of his business affairs brought 
him to a creditable financial position, enabling him in his later years to put 
aside further business duties and enjoy the fruits of his former toil. 

On the 18th of December, 1856, Mr. Giles was united in marriage to bliss 
Catherine Claussen, and unto them were born five children. Anna, the eldest, 
is the wife of Arthur Keithley, of Peoria, and they have four children, Giles 
E., Olive May, Amy and Lillie Lucille. Lucy became the wife of Frank Car- 
rington but both are now deceased. They had three children: Annie I., tne 
wife of J. G. Frye; Nathan; and Washington, who is deceased. Olive is the 
wife of Edwin Sherwood, of Peoria, and their children are: illrs. Kate E. 
)Torton, who has a daughter, Mildred, and lives in Boaz. Alabama; Ruth R., 
and Abijah M. Alice C. Giles is the fourth member of the family and Andrew 
S. has passed away. 

IIr. Giles always took an active part in politics, giving loyal support to the 
democratic party until 1861, when the paramount questions and issues of the 
day brought about the critical situation of the country led him to espouse the 
cause of the republican party, of which he was ever afterward a stanch advo- 
cate. Several times his fellow townsmen called him to public office and for 
eIeven years he served as supervisor of Richwoods township and was a mem- 
ber of the builcling committee at the time of the erection of the Peoria county 
courthouse. He was a prominent and well known pioneer, active in the move- 
ments for the county's welfare and development, and his labors were of a prac- 
tical and resultant character. He reached a ripe and honorable old age, passing 
away Sovemher 23, 1908, soon after he had come to the eighty-first milestone 
upon life's journey. H e  deserved much credit for what he had accomplished. 
as he started out in life for himself at a very early age empty-handed. H e  
knew what earnest, persistent toil meant and he ever recognized the fact that 
all worthy success is that which is honorably won. Industry and integrity, 
therefore, became the salient feature in his life and gained for him prosperity 
and an honored name. 

RUDOLPH SMITH. 

Prominent among the native residents of Limestone township is Rudolph 
Smith, who is numbered as one of the prosperous farmers of his community. 
He was born April 24, 1858, his parents being John and Catherine (Crues) 
Smith: who came from Germany, settling in Peoria county in 1856. In their 
family were seven children, of whom Rudolph, of this review, was the fourth 
in order of birth. 

Rudolph Smith, reared under the parental roof, remained at home until 
twenty-one years of age and then was employed in farm work for two years. 
In 1881 he rented a farm which he operated for eight years. In 1891 he pur- 
chased in Limestone township eighty acres, for which he paid four thousand 
dollars and which are a part of his present farm. T o  this in 1893 he added 
thirty acres, for which he paid sixteen hundred dollars, and in 1902, sixty-five 
acres, for which he paid four thousand, five hundred and fifty dollars, and in 
1907, eighty acres, paying for it sixty-four hundred dollars. Later he sold 
fifteen acres, so that he now has two hundred and forty acres in all. H e  engages 
extensively in raising grain and live stock and has ever met with excellent 
success. 

Mr. Smith married Miss Annie B. Look, a daughter of Barney and Cather- 
Ynl. 11-32 
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ine (Horn) Look. Nine children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Smith, two 
of whom are deceased. They are : Johannes Johnson, deceased ; Catherine G.; 
Katie ; John J. ; Claus J. ; Barney, deceased ; Barney ; Everett ; and Rudolph. 

Mr. Smith and his famly are devout members of the German Lutheran 
church and their lives are guided according to its teachings. H e  is 1<nown as 
a steady, reliable, persevering man and whatever he undertakes he carries for- 
ward to successful completion. This reputation has made him a person on 
whom his associates can always depend and the permeating influence of his 
life is set forth in an i~pright character and in straightforward dealings in both 
social and business circles. 

ALBERT WEIL, M. D. 

Dr. Albert Weil has been a member of the medical fraternity in Peoria for 
the past eighteen years and has won a place among the foremost representatives 
of the profession here. His offices are in the Jefferson building. His birth 
occurred in this city on the 17th of March, 1864, his parents being Isaac -4. 
and Babetta Weil. The father, who was among the earliest pioneers of Peoria, 
was successfully engaged in business as a wholesale liquor dealer. I3is political 
allegiance was given to the democratic party. His demise occurred in IW, 
when he had attained the age of sixty years, while his wife was called to 
her final rest in 1884 at the age of forty-eight. The remains of both were 
interred in Springdale cemetery. 

Albert Weil obtained his early education in the public schools and subse- 
quently pursued a course of study in the Chicago College of Pl~arinac)~. trom 
which institution he was graduated in 1884. After serving an apprenticeship 
with A. Reen and F. C. Bourscheidt, he embarked in the drug business on his 
own account at the corner of Eaton and Xdams streets, there remaining foi. 
five years. On the expiration of that period he had saved sufficient money 
to defray the expenses of a course in Rush Medical College, from which itisti- 
tution he was graduated in 1893 with the degree of M. D. I-Ie was then ap- 
pointed surgeon on the dispensary staff of the Michael Reese Hospital, servi~lg 
in that capacity for eighteen months. At the end of that time he returned to 
Peoria and in 1894 was appointed surgeon of the Central City Railroad Com- 
pany. Soon afterward he was appointed chief surgeon of the local street car 
lines-a position which he has held ever since. In 1895 he was elected cout?ty 
physician on the democratic ticket over eight republican aspirants and also won 
a reelection, serving for two terms. Subsequently he acted for eight years as 
county physician under Coroner Harper. In  I907 he was appointed health 
commissioner, serving in that capacity during Mayor O'Co~inor's administration. 
Owing to his individual efforts, the long planned Isolation Hospital became a 
reality, a structure being erected at a cost of twenty-two thousand dollars which 
is a credit to the city. Just before resigning the office of health commissioner 
he was appointed chief surgeon of the Chicago 81 Alton Railroad Company for 
this district and has held that position continuously since, while recently he was 
also appointed surgeon for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Com- 
pany. On the organization of the Peoria Pekin Terminal Company he was ap- 
pointed its surgeon and has since remained in that capacity. H e  likewise repre- 
sents the McKinley Traction Company as chief surgeon for all local lines. 
Dr. Weil is also a member of the Proctor Hospital staff and keeps in close 
touch with the progress of his profession throhgh his membership in the Pcc;l-ia 
Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society, the American Medical :Is- 
sociation and the Railroad Surgeon's Society of North America. 

On the 1st of April, 1890, in Peoria, Dr. Weil was united in marriage to Miss 
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sarah Tuteur, by whom he has two children: Gladys, who is a student in Brad- 
ley Institute; and Helen, who is pursuing her studies in St. Mary's College of In- 
diana. The family residence is at No. 414 Knoxville avenue: Dr. \Veil has at- 
tained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite in Masonry and is a member 
of the blue lodge and the Shrine. He likewise belongs to the Uenevolent Protec- 
t;veOrder of Elks, the Knights of Pythias and the Creve'Coeur Club. He is most 
conscientious in the performance of his professional duties and in every relation 
of life is actuated by high and honorable principles. His genuine worth and his 
devotion to all that is right, just and elevating, make him a man whom to know- is 
to respect and honor. 

EDWARD D. EDWARDS. 

Almost a half century's residence in Peoria county has made Edward D. Ed- 
wards well known to a large proportion of its citizens, for through this period he 
llas been in different ways closely associated with its commercial, industrial' and 
agricultural interests and a t  the same time has taken an active and helpful part in 
*romoting the work of public progress, being at all times a public-spirited citizen. 
He represents one of the oldest families of this part of the state and was born on 
the old homestead farm on section 24, Rosefield township, May 23, 1853. His 
parents were Edward D. and Susan E. (Schnebley) Edwards, the latter a repre- 
sentative of the old and proillinent Schnebley family of Maryland. The father 
was a son of Thoillas ant1 Elinor Edwards, who removed with their family 
from Hampshire county, Virginia, to Peoria county, Illinois, in 1833. They were 
among the first settlers in this section and the village of Edwards was named in 
their honor. Four generations of the Edwards family have now been represented 
in this county and all have been identified with agricultural interests. The old 
homestead farm in Rosefield township was originally owned by Edward D. and 
Francis A. Edwards, jointly, but has since been sold. The father, Edward D. 
Edwards, Sr., entered several hundred acres of land in the early days and in 
addition to being an enterprising and prosperous farmer he engaged in 
railroad building, constructing about ten miles of the Peoria & Oquawka Rail- 
road, now a part of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy system. He led a busy 
and useful life, which won for him the respect and confidence of friends and 
neighbors, and his labors were crowned with a gratifying measure of success. 
To him and his wife were born the following named: Thomas H., who was a 
soldier of the Civil war, but is now deceased; Ellen J., who became the wife of 
David Geigley both of whom have now passed away; John S.. who died in in- 
fancy; Mary A., deceased; Francis A., who is mentioned elsewhere in this 
volume; Edward D.;  George W., deceased; and Susan, the wife of R. F. Van 
.4rsdale, of Galesburg, Illinois. 

Edward D. Edwards, our subject, was reared on the old homestead and the 
usual experiences of farm life were his, his time being divided bet\!-een the duties 
of the schoolroom, the pleasures of the playground and the tvorli of the fields. 
I3[e pursued his education to the age of twenty years and then began farming. 
working in the employ of others until he was able to purchase land. Frugality, 
industry and ambition were the qualities that enabled him in time to become the 
owner of a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Rosefield township, which 
he purchased in 1884. H e  cleared and improved this tract and converted it into 
rich and productive fields. He afterward opened a general store in Edwards, 
which he conducted for five or six years, when he sold out and turned his at- 
tention to the coal trade, operating a mine in connection with Michael Cusaclc at 
Youngsiding. There he continued in the coal business for about seven years and 
his undertakings in that direction also met with success, for it is characteristic 
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of Mr. Edwards that he'accomplishes what he undertakes, his vocabulary know- 
ing no such word as fail. In the meantime he removed his family to Peoria, in 
1903, and the succeeding two years he disposed of his business interests else- 
where that he might remain at home with his family in this city. Subsequently 
he erected seven or eight houses a s  an investment and now devotes his time 
to looking after his property in the city and his extensive farming interests, 
Otherwise he is living retired, for his energy and indefatigable labor in former 
years brought to him the substantial success which now enables him to rest from 
further labor in the enjoyment of the fruits of his former toil. 

On the 7th of August, 1877, Mr. Edwards was united in marriage to Miss 
Luella 0. J'lc\7icker, a daughter of John W. and Melissa (Shepard) AIcViclcer, 
They have two children : Edna Mamie, at home ; and Charles Ellis, 1~110 in 1902 
married Eva M. Mapole and conducts one of his father's farms, being the fourth 
generation of the family identified with agricultural pursuits in Peoria county, 
There are two children of this marriage, Luella Belle and Enid E. The family is 
a prominent one, having an extensive circle of friends in Peoria, and their horne 
is justly celebrated for its warm-hearted hospitality. Mr. Edwards votes with 
the republican party, which he has supported since casting his first presidential 
ballot for Rutherford E. Hayes. A residence of almost fifty years in the county 
has made him thoroughly acquainted with its history. H e  has been an interested 
witness of its upbuilding and the work which was instituted by his grandfather 
and carried on by his father is continued by him. H e  is a man of genuine per- 
sonal worth and his sterling traits of character have established him on a high 
plane in public regard. 

EDWARD A. PRATT. 

One of the most flourishing institutions in the city of Peoria and one doing 
business along original and rapidly developing lines is The Edward A. Pratt 
Audit Company, located in the New Jefferson building, since its incorporation 
in 1910. The company takes its name from its president, Edward A. Pratt, 
the founder of the business in this city, whose energy and resource have been 
largely responsible for its splendid growth. 

Edward A. Pratt is a native of Illinois, having been born in Thomson, Car- 
roll county, February 16. 1868. His parents were Israel and Rebecca I'ratt, 
the former an extensive farmer and stock dealer in Carroll county. Israel 
Pratt, the father of our subject. died in Thomson, December 30, 1874, having 
survived his wife since February 26, 1868. They are buried side by side in 
Carroll county. 

Edward A. Pratt received his primary education in the common schools of 
his native city, and later entered the Ohio Wesleyan University of Delaware. 
Ohio. However, he was unable to complete a college course and subseque~ltly 
taught school for some time and later acquired a half interest in a newspaper 
at Johnstown, Ohio. This he operated for some time, later removing to Col- 
umbus, Ohio, and there took a thorough course at a local business college. Mr. 
Pratt  soon obtained employement and later became secretary of The Ohio 
Pipe Company, remaining in this connection for about seven years. In 1896, 
he went to Chicago and soon after became a public accountant, and has been 
associated with this line of activity ever since. H e  spent the years from 1896 
to 1908 doing all kinds of expert auditing and accounting in Chicago, where 
he gained a wide professional experience and a reputation for thoroughness 
and individuality in his work. 

On the 15th of July, 1908, when he had already gained a high place in the 
ranks of his profession as an expert accountant. RIr. Pratt came to Peoria and 
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opened offices in this city as Edward -4. Pratt & Company, Public Accountants 
and Auditors. His efficiency was soon recognized and his business grew until 
it was decided to enlarge the capacity and incorporate the company. This was 
done in September, 1910, with Mr. Pratt as president. The business has proved 
so successful and has developed with such rapidity that now several auditors 
are regularly employed with contracts in many cities of Illinois, Indiana and 
Ohio. I t  is a significant fact that the Pratt Audit Company does work year 
after year for  the same concerns, particularly large wholesale and manufactur- 
ing establishments, auditing and systematizing their accounts and records and 
giving them detailed reports of their business in convenient book form. The 
firm makes a specialty of  establishing systems for the handling of the accounts 
of any business, furnishing special books and records which simplify the work 
and save much money and time. The business in Chicago is still in active opera- 
tion and increasing rapidly. The offices of the firm in that city are in the Old 
Colony huildit~g. rl branch has also been established in Springfield. Illinois, and 
other I~ranches are conten~plated. 

011 February 16, 1894. Mr. Pratt was united in marriage at Columbus. Ohio, 
to lfiss Alys Hull Crawford, a daughter of Jacob and Sarah Crawforcl, of 
Idancaster, Ohio. They are the parents of two children: Gladys G:, who is now 
a student at Eradley Polytechnic Institute; and Edward H., attending the Whit- 
tier school. The family residence is in the Uplands a t  No. 2532 Columbia ter- 
race, near Bradley Park, and is a hospitable meeting place for their number- 
less friends. 

Politically. Mr. Pratt gives his allegiance to the republican party, and takes 
a lively interest in public affairs, although he never seeks office for himself. I-Ie 
is a thirty-second degree 34ason of Peoria Consistory, and also belongs to the 
Sobles of the Mystic Shrine. the Knights of Pythias, and holds membership 
in the Creve Coeur Club. Mr. Pratt has gained success in the few years of 
his activity in this city, which is inseearal~le from expert accomplishment in 
any line. His work is thorough and his audit reports clear and complete. and 
many large business institutions in the middle west now en~ploy the services of 
The Edward A. Pratt Audit Company. regularly. I I r .  Pratt has develoi~ed 
municipal accounting and public corporation records along original lines. bring- 
ing much prestige to his company. 

He is a vigorous man in the prime of life, is doing much valuable work. and 
is building a wide reputation for ability and integrity. 

JOHN D. BUSH. 

John D. Bush has been engaged in the real-estate business in Peoria for the 
past twenty-six years. H e  is a native of this city, his birth having occurred on 
the 7th of May, 1859. H e  is a representative of one of the early pioneer families. 
His father, UTilliam R. Bush, came here from Indiana in 1836 and established a 
distillery which he operated for many years. 

Reared at home John D. Bush was educated in the graded and high schools 
of this city, his student days terminating at the age of eighteen years when he 
graduated from the latter institution. Immediately thereafter he entered his 
father's office in the capacity of bookkeeper, retaining this position until 1885. 
In that year he gave up his position and engaged in the real-estate business, first 
handling only local property. H e  began by making a specialty of the erection 
and sale of homes on an installment plan and met with success in this undertak- 
ing. In 1905, he practically withdrew from this line of business and devoted his 
entire attention to the exploitation of Mississippi farm lands. He has acquired 
a large tract of valuable land on the gulf, which is most productive and which 
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he is offering for sale on very reasonable terms. Mr. Bush is a capable business 
man of high principles and honorable methods and is meeting with success in the 
promotion of his present project, because he has the confidence of his townsmen 
who feel assured that he will not be connected with any enterprise thzt is not 
exactly as represented in every respect. 

On the 30th of March, 1893, Mr. Bush was united in marriage to Miss Clara 
M. Griffith of Stockton, California, a granddaughter of old Captain R'loss of 
Peoria. Two daughters have been born to Mr. and Mrs. -Bush: Harriet A., 
who is seventeen years of age, and Mary H., who is sixteen, both of whom are 
now attending Downer College at Milwaukee. The family reside in the Peters 
apartment building a t  No. 518 Hamilton street. 

Mr. Bush is one of the alert, enterprising business men of the city, progres- 
sive and energetic in his methods and the possessor of the essential, factors which 
make for success in any line. His belief in himself gives him the power and en- 
thusiasm to arouse and stimulate the interest of those with whom he comes in 
contact, thus winning him the cooperation and support essential to the success- 
ful promotion of every enterprise, whether public or private, which he under- 
takes. 

CHARLES E. FULKS. 

Charles E. Fulks was born in Eeardstown, Illinois, February 10, 1856, a son 
of John R. and Sarah Ann Fulks. The father resided in Kentucky, where for 
many years he was a leading and influential citizen, serving for a number of 
terms as a member of the state legislature, and removing to Illinois served as 
sheriff of Cass county. By trade h e  was a printer and was a t  one time editor of 
the Beardstown Gazette. H e  died in 1866 and for twenty years was survived 
by his wife, who passed away in 1886, the remains of both being laid to rest in 
a cemetery at Reardstown, Illinois. 

The educational opportunities of Charles E. Fullis were quite limited. I-Ie 
pursued his studies through some of the grammar grades of the Keardsto\~n pub- 
lic scllools but at the age of ten years entered his father's printing office, where 
he learned the trade. In 1881 he was elected cashier of the Cass County Rank, 
and his worth in matters of citizenship was also recognized and he was called to 
the office of city clerk, which position he was filling in 1884 when he decided to 
remove to Peoria. Upon his arrival in this city he obtained a position as book- 
lieeper wit11 S. I-I. Thompson & Company. nrholesale grocers, in ~~11ic11 capacity 
he served for five years. Early in the spring of 1890 S. H. Thompson decided 
to retire and his business was purchased by D. H. Bethard, Carl Jobst and Charles 
E. Fulks, who were fellow employes of Mr. Thompson, and organized the firm 
of Jobst-Bethard Company of which our subject has filled the office of secretary 
and treasurer since the incorporation of the company. From that time forward 
the growth of the business has been continuous and its history constitutes an irn- 
portant chapter in the commercial annals of Peoria. As he has prospered Mr. 
Fulks has extended his efforts in other directions and is now one of the direct- 
ors of the Schipper & Block Dry Goods Company, one of the largest stores'of 
this kind in the state outside of Chicago. 

On the 25th of May, 1882, in Beardstown, Illinois, Mr. Fulks was married 
to Miss Mary J. Orwig, a daughter of John W. and Jane Orwig, pioneer resi- 
dents of that city. Mr. and Mrs. Fulks have two children, Edna and George W. 
the latter now assistant secretary and treasurer of the Jobst-Bethard Company 
while the former is the wife of Roy V. Engstrom, who is a consulting engineer 
and builder of reinforced concrete buildings at Seattle, Washington, and who at 
one time was a professor in the University of Illinois at Champaign. Mr. and 
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Mrs. Fulks occupy a pleasant and well appointed home a t  No. 447 hloss avenue 
and their friends in this city are legion. Mr. Fulks holds membership in the 
Country Club and the Creve Coeur Club, and otherwise is well known socially in 

. Peoria. H e  is a prominent Mason, having taken high rank in the order. H e  is a 
past master of Illinois Lodge, No. 263; F. & A. M.; past commander of 
Peoria Commandery, No. 3, K. T.; past M. P. sovereign of St. Helena Conclave, 
No. 3, Knights of Constantine, while at the present time he is filling the office of 
illustrious commander in chief of Peoria Consistory, A. A. S. R. Social, frater- 
nal and municipal interests maintain in Mr. Fulks an even balance to his great 
business activity and make his a well rounded character. 

OTTO REIMERS. 

Otto Reimers, who is the owner of an excellent farm of sixty-six acres, situ- 
ated two and one-half miles northeast of Hanna City, in Rosefield township, was 
born in Davenport, Iowa, November 22, 1878. H e  was reared and educated in 
his native town and caine to Hanna City in 1902. Shortly afterward he pur- 
chased his present farm, for which he paid nineteen hundred dollars and which 
has increased in value until it is now worth about three times its purchase price. 
He engages in general farming but makes a specialty of raising stock and grain 
and his well tilled fields annually yield him a good competence. 

On the 17th of April, 1901, Mr. Reirners was united in marriage with Miss 
Daisy Boxwell, who was born and reared in Davenport, Iowa. In politics Mr. 
Rei~ners votes the republican ticket, believing that the principles of this party are 
most conducive to good government. He is greatly interested in all that pertains 
to the welfare and upbuilding of the community and all measures of reform and 
progress receive his support. During the years of his residence here he has 
gamed many friends by reason of his social, genial nature which everywhere com- 
mands the high regard and confidence of the people. 

I CHARLES F. BLACK. 

1 Charles F. Black, United States marshal, to which position he was appointed 
on the 1st of May, 1910, was born at Harkers Corners, Peoria county, November 
6, 1859, his parents being Gain R. and Susan Matilda (Powell) Black, both of 
whom were natives of Virginia. The father comes of Scotch-Irish ancestry, 
while the mother was of Scotch lineage. 

Charles F. Black supplemented a common-school course by two years' study 
in the Peoria County Normal and then entered Brown's Business College, from 

I which he was in due time graduated. He then turned his attention to farming 
and stock-raising, and also engaged successfully in shipping live-stock, but at 
length abandoned private business interests to concentrate his energies upon po- 
litical duties. However, he is a director in the Farmers' Grain & Lumber 
Company of Glasford. H e  was first called to office when, in 1887, he was made 
highway commissioner of Hollis, which office he continued to fill until 1893. In 
the latter year he was elected assessor and served for three years, or until 1896. 

1 He was then made supervisor and filled that position for six consecutive years, 
or until 1902, when he was elected to represent his district in the state legisla- 1 ture. H e  remained a member of the general assembly through three terms, be- ' ing reelected in 1906 and again in 1908. While connected with the house he 
proved one of the active working members, connected with much constructive 
legislation, advocating at all times such measures as he deemed beneficial to the 

1 



commonwealth a t  large. On the 1st of May, 1910, he was appointed United 
States marshal and is now filling that position. In politics he has always been 
a republican and is a believer in high tariff on luxuries. 

' In St. Louis on the 16th of May, 1908, Mr. Black was united in marriage to 
Miss Edith Brown, a daughter of Quinlan Erown, of Sterling, Colorado. In 
rgog Mr. Black was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife, who died on thr. 
16th of January. In fraternal relations Mr. Black is well lcnown as a high dt.. 
gree Mason, holding membership in the consistory and in the Mystic Shrine. He 
also belo~lgs to the Odd Fellows society. There is in his entire life history 11" 

esoteric phase and his position is never an equivocal one; he openly avows his 
policy in regard to political affairs and is only conservative when guarding the 
interests of the public, not in the expression of his opinions coi~cerning any point 
of vital sigriificance to the commtlnity. H e  has a wide acquaintance throughout 
the state and enjoys the warm regard of his political colleagues and conten11)ora- 
ries and of many friends whom he has met in purely social ways. 

ROSS J. CAN'TERBURY. 

Ross J. Canterbury, city engineer and one of the representative young men of 
Peoria, was here born in 1884. His father, A. C. Canterbury, came to this state 
originally from Kentucky and engaged in the live-stoclc business in Peoria, where 
he reared his family. Spending his boyhood days under the parental roof, Ross 
J. Canterbury pursued his education in the city scl~ools and also in Bradley In- 
stitute, from which he was graduated with the class of 1906 on the conlpletion 
of a course in the engineering department. He then turned his attention to rail- 
way and mining engineering, in which field he continued until, 1909, when he was 
appointed assistant city engineer. I-Iis service in that connection was of such 
excellence that on the 1st of Deceml~er, 1910, he was elected city engineer and 
is now filling that office. I-Iis college training and his previous experience well 
qualified him for this worli and he is proving a most faithful incumbent. 

In 1911 Mr. Canterbury was united in marriage to hIiss Gertrude Allen, of 
Peoria, a daughter of J. S. Allen. They are well known young peopie of the 
city, having an extensive circle of friends and the hospitality of many of the 
attractive homes here is freely accorded them. In politics Mr. Canterburp has 
always been a republican and it was as the candidate of this party that he was 
elected to the position which he is now creditably filling. . 

I I ILLIAhJ F. hf EIDROTI-I. 

William F. Meidroth was born in Peoria, September g, 1856, a son of Wil- 
liam and Caroline (Lidle) Meidroth. The father's birth occurred in Nord- 
hausen, Germany, in 1822, and his death in Peoria in 1873, when he was fifty- 
one years of age. He was a cabinet-maker by trade and after 1854 came to 
America. His wife, a native of Swabia, came to the United States in company 
with her brother and two sisters, and in 1855 she gave her hand in marriage to 
William Meidroth. 

Their son, William F. Meidroth, entered b~~siness circles as an employe in 
a tobacco factory at Peoria and subsequently became a typesetter in the 
office of the Deutsche Zeitung, where he was employed for  five years, during 
which period Captain Fresenius was the editor. H e  also "held cases" on the 
National Democrat. H e  afterward went to Cedar Ra-vids, Iowa, where for 
two years he had charge of a fine Kentucky stock farm and prepared cattle for 
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exhibition. In  1878 he became a member of the Peoria fire department, with 
which he was connected for four years. 

I-Iis association with his present line of business began in September, 1881, 
wl~en he entered the employ of Charles Block, with whom he remained for 
four years. In 1885 he started in business on his own account at Bridge 
Junction, where he remained for five years, and in 1891 opened the Pabst buffet 
on the ground floor of the Siagara building, which was one of the largest 
and most elegantly equipped buffets in the city outside of Chicago. He prided 
hiillself on the good quality of refreshments, both solirl and l~quid. and the 
attention and service rendered by his employes. In  1901 his ten-year lease at 
the Niagara expired, whereupon he fitted up a new place of business at KO. 104 
South Jefferson avenue, which was one of the coziest gentlemen's resorts in 
the state. In 1910 he opened up the finest buffet in the state in the Jefferson 
office building, where he is now conducting business. 

RiIr. Rteidroth was married in Peoria, January 15, 1878, to Miss Josephine 
hfoutier and they became parents of two sons: Arthur J., who is general man- 
ager of the Laos Angeles Paving Brick Company, of  Los Angeles, California; 
and William F., who is with the engineering corps in the United States war 
department. Mrs. hfeidroth died in 1884 and bfr. Meidroth's second marriage 
was with Miss Josephine Tendering at Pekin, Illinois, on the 12th of October, 
1886. They have two children, Leslie and Bernadine. hfr. RIeidroih is a 
democrat in his political views and his fraternal relations are with the Masons, 
the Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Heptasophs. 

I t  is the generally accepted opinion that the enterprising and successful man 
of business has few of those qualities which are manifest in an artistic or poetic 
nature, but Volney H. Freeman not only made continuous progress in business 
circles but also gave evidence of much more than ordinary literary ability. 
He was born in Glenville, Schenectady county, New York, in 1S24, and had 
traversed life's journey for about eighty years when called to his final rest on the 
27th of May, 1904. His parents were farming people who lived about three miles 
west of Schenectady and in that locality Volney H. Freeman spent his boyhood 
and youth. H e  was a pupil in the district schools of the neighborhood and when 
not busy with his text-books assisted in the work of the home farm until nearly 
twenty years of age. H e  then left home and in 1844 began teaching in the 
country schools, following that profession until 1851. H e  came west to Illinois 
about 1850 and taught his last term of school a t  Farmington, this state, in the 
following year. 

About that time Xlr. Freeman was united in marriage to Miss Sarah A. Dix- 
son, of Harkness Grove, Illinois, and immediately afterward he began farming, 
which pursuit he followed for three years. He then sold his land and took up 
his abode in Peoria, with the business interests of which city he was continuously 
identified throughout his remaining days. Here he first engaged in the manu- 
facture and sale of sadrllery and harness, conducting his business in a storeroom 
which he purchased from the late Thomas Dobbins. After six years spent in that 
field of labor he extended the scope of his activities to include the auction busi- 
ness, conducting both interests for a year. H e  then discontinued the manufac- 
ture and sale of harness and erected a business block on South Washington street, 
in which he carried a stock of general merchandise and also dealt in real estate 
and conducted an auction business for twenty-five years. On the expiration of 
that period he closed out his general merchandise and auction house and for five 
years thereafter conducted a shoe business. He then began the publication of his 



71 4 HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 

"Book of Poems," of which ten thousand copies were sold. H e  afterward con- 
ducted a real-estate office and devoted his time largely to the management and 
control of his extensive real-estate holdings. From time to time he had invested 
in property until he was the owner of much valuable realty in Peoria, deriving 
therefrom a substantial annual income. He was a man of marked energy and 
singleness of purpose and in all of his business enterprises was successful. 

Mr. and Mrs. Freeman were the parents of two sons both of whom are de- 
ceased, leaving Mrs. Freeman as the sole survivor of the little household which 
once numbered four members. She makes her home at No. 1313 North 13erry 
avenue, and has many friends in Peoria. Eight years have passed since Mr. 
Freeman was called from this life but his, memory is yet cherished 1)y many who 
Itnew him. H e  was a public-spirited man, deeply interested in all that pertained 
to the welfare and development of the city in which he so long made his home. 
His aid could always be counted upon as a factor in movements for  the public 
good and his cooperation was of a practical and therefore beneficial character, 
I le  reached an advanced age, respected and honored by all who knew him. 

ADDISOX H. WHITE. 

Addison H. White is the secretary and general manager of the Senet Cedar 
Company, manufacturers of sweeping compound, the place of business being 
situated at I500 North Adams street, Peoria. H e  was born in Peoria county, 
September 11, 1860, the son of 0, H. and Martha (Coe) White. The White 
family is of English origin and came to America in the A~Iayflower. Addison H. 
White of this review is a direct descendant of Peregan White, who was born 
shortly after the Mayflower landed. Members of the White family have dis- 
tinguished themselves in various affairs of this country. Spencer White operated 
a sawmill on Rock Island before that island was purchased by the government, 
which established thereon a large United States arsenal and armory. The pater- 
nal and maternal grandfathers, Mr. White and Mr. Moss, came to Peoria county 
in 1535, and other members of the Moss family also located here about that 
time. The father, 0. H. White, was a traveling salesman for the firm of Culter 
& Proctor, stove manufacturers, and he sold the first stoves that were ever made 
by that firm. H e  resides at Aspen, Colorado, in which city his wife passed 
away in 1898, at the age of fifty-eight. She is buried there. 

Addison H. White received his primary education in the public school. The 
first of these he attended was a district school and then he received instruction 
in the private school of the Rev. Dr. Chais and complemented his education by a 
course in Parrish's Business College. Subsequently he engaged as a clerk in the 
grocery business of John Wise and later entered the hardware business of 11. R. 
Thompson in the same capacity. In 1893 he became connected with the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company, with which firm he remained for eight years, 
and during five and a half years of this time he was assistant superintendent in 
the various offices of this company. Afterward he returned to Peoria and be 
came identified with the Peoria Life Insurance Company, holding the position of 
superintendent of agents, and continued in this work for three years. H e  the11 
bought a half interest in his present business, traveling for the same for a few 
years and then assisted in forming the present corporation, which was organized 
August 9, 1909. The business was established as a copartnership and was re- 
organized under its present name after Mr. White had purchased an interest 
therein. Since thi, ~t has grown wonderfully and from a small beginning has 
developed into a large concern. During the last year Mr. White has had entire 
charge and has been very successful. This prosperity is entirely due to his splen- 
did business foresight and his untiring energy. 
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In  Peoria, on September 28, 1886, Mr. White was married to Miss Lotta 
Barfoot, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Barfoot, pioneer residents of Peo- 
ria county. The father, who was formerly engaged in the painter's business, 
lived for a number of years retired and passed away in 1911. htr. White gives 
his political allegiance to the republican party. For many years he has been an 
active worker in the Congregational church and was one of the charter mem- 
bers of the Plymouth church of that denomination in this city. He resides in his 
beautiful home at No. 314 Archer avenue and well deserves to be numbered 
among the prosperous and highly honored residents of this city. 

FRXSK RIACHIX STORY. 

Sixty-seven years ago Henry Story and his wife left Sheffield, England, 
crossed the Atlantic and located their first home in America at the corner of 
Fourth and Sanford streets in Peoria. The city was then only a country village, 
undeveloped and unorganized. There were no municipal improvemelits and wild 
grass had to be mowed with a scythe within a few blocks of their home. Repre- 
sentatives of the Story family have lived in Peoria since that time and today 
Frank RI. Story is spending his retired life in this city. H e  has been identified 
with various business enterprises for over fifty years, during which time he has 
witnessed the development of the city and has contributed toward it, the rest 
which he is now enjoying being well deserved and fully earned. H e  was born in 
Sheffield, England, October 17, 1842, and is a son of Henry and Hannah 
(Machin) Story, both natives of that city. 14% father's birth occurred in 1811, 
and he remained in England until 1345. I n  that year he came to the United 
States, locating in Peoria, where in 1846 he built a home on the corner of Fourth 
and Sanford streets. The house is still standing and for over half a century 
constituted the fanlily residence. Henry Story was a worker in ivory and hard- 
woods for the cutlery trade and followed this line of occupation in Sheffield. 
All of the elephant tusks that came to Sheffield and valuable hard woods were 
brought to his establishment, in which he did this class of work for the different 
cutlery firms of England. When he came to America he specialized in the turn- 
ing of billiard balls and did other work along the same line for a number of 
years. I-Ie also built wagon hubs, stair pilasters and made fishing rods. The lat- 
ter he constructed along an original plan of his own, hollowing them out into 
telescope form so that they served as a walking stick. Mr. Story has now in 
his possessiori several tools and poles constructed by his father. 

The subject of this slietch was educated in the Peoria public schools and dur- 
ing his childhood spent much of his time helping his father. After he laid asidc 
his books he established himself in the photographic business and was successful 
in this line of occupation for  sixteen years. abandoning i t  at the end of that time 
to take a position as traveling salesman in the employ of Harsch Brothers, a 
concern which later operated under the name of Harsch & Gris\vold, and subse- 
quently as Griswold Sr Company, and the National Biscuit Company. After 
twenty-four years' service with the above concerns he retired from active life 
about the year rgor in order to take care of his father during his last illness. 
He is now living in a comfortable and pleasant home located at 501 North street, 
to which he moved after fifty-nine years of continuous residence in the old horne- 
stead. 

On February 19, 1874, Mr. Story was united in marriage to Miss Emma C. 
Elliot, a daughter of Judge William and Frances (Crissy) Elliot, of Farmington, 
Illinois, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, respectively. Mrs. Story's father was a 
prominent attorney in Fulton county. Mr. and Mrs. Story have three children: 
Mabel Frances, who lives with her parents ; Wilhelmina Blanche, who married F. 
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D. Crawshaw, a professor in the University of Wisconsin; and Clara, who mar- 
ried Henry Newton Kipp of Pontiac, Illinois. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Story is a consistent republican and actively 
interested in local affairs, although he never seeks public office. H e  is a devout 
adherent of the Presbyterian church. H e  has lived almost his entire life i n  
Peoria and is numbered among the representative, substantial and public-spirited 
men of the city. He is one of the well known citizens and during the course of 
a long and useful life has made the energy, integrity and practical industry by 
which he promoted his own prosperity become influential factors in municipal 
growth. 

WILLIAM A. WILLARD..  

Many years have passed since iVillian1 A. Willard departed this life but there 
are also many men now well known and prominent in business circles who re- 
member him with gratitude for his generous assistance or kindly words of advice 
when they were at the turning points of their careers. His o\vn success as a 
merchant was well deserved, it being the fitting and merited reward of earnest, 
persistent and carefully directed labor. H e  was born July 27, 1828, at Rocking- 
ham, Windham county, Vermont, and died July 17, 1865, at Saxton's Kiver, 
Vermont, while on a visit to his native state, His parents were Alpheus and 
Maria (Sabin) Willard, natives of Saxton's River whence they made the over- 

> I  lnl- land trip to Illinois long before the era of railroad travel and settled in I' -' 
field, Peoria county, in 1838. They were anlong the first to take up their 
abode in that district and contributed to its early substantial development 
and upbuilding. 

VC'illiam A. Willard was at that time but ten years of age. Only six years 
before had the Black Hawk war occurred and there were still many evidences 
of Indian occupancy to be found in the state. Then too, there were great prai- 
rie stretches in Illinois that were unclaimed and Jorests that were uncut. His 
educational opportunities at Erinlfield were very limited for his father died 
when a comparatively young man, and Mr. Miillard was forced to earn his OWII 

living. His widowed mother opened her home which was at that time a log 
cabin for a school, which was attended by the children of neighbors in anc-I near 
Brimfield. After a few years William A. Willard came to I'eoria and entered 
the employ of lloses Pettengill, Peoria's "grand old man." of the pioneer 
days. This man, whose esan~ple and precepts so greatly aided and encour- 
aged many a youth starting on life's journey, proved indeed a friend to l I r .  
Willard and the latter, early developing high principles as well as a spirit of in- 
dustry and determination, made coiltinuous progress. H e  saved his money and 
by frugal living at length acquired sufficient capital to enable him to engage in 
merchandising on his own account. H e  continued for many years as one of 
Peoria's prominent and successful young business Illen but allout three 
years prior to his death his health began to fail and while on a business trip 
east the final summons came. He was a self-made Illan and took advantage 
of every legitimate opportunity presented and by unflagging industry and honor- 
able effort gradually worked his way upward in the business world. H e  was 
but thirty-SIX years of age when he passed from this life. 

On the 8th of Sentember. 1852, in Peoria. Illinois. Mr. Willard had mar- 
ried Miss Theresa Bissell, who was horn July 22. 1820, in Colebrook, Coos 
county, New Hampshire, a daughter of Morcan and Octa (Porter) Bissell. of 
Colebrook, who became early settlers of Wisconsin, where the father followetl 
the occupation of farming. Both Mr. and Mrs. IVillard were descendants 
of old New England families that helped to shape the destiny of the coun- 
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try. liy their marriage were born four children: Frank, of Detroit who had 
three children, Warren A., Kingman S. and Margaret T., deceased: Mary E., 
who occupies the family home with her mother; and William and Harry E., who 
have passed away. 

Mr. Willard lived an earnest Christian life as an active member of St. Paul's 
~ ~ i s c o p a l  church, in which he served as vestryman. In politics he was a demo- 
crat and a great admirer of Stephen A. Douglas. At one time he served as 
mayor of Peoria and at the time of his demise he was a member of the board 
of school inspectors. H e  was one of the most enthusiastic and prime movers 
in securing for  the city an adequate water supply and personally championed 
the n~oven~ent that secured the first mercantile library for the city of Peoria. 
He was prominent in the RIasonic fraternity and was also a faithful member 
of the Odd Fellows lodge. H e  loved his friends and delighted in dispensing 
generous hospitality and was ever a most genial, courteous and kindly host. 
He read broadly and though his school advantages in youth were very lin~ited 
he hecame a well informed man. I t  was his great delight to aid others and he 
took an especially great interest in the boys and young men of the city who in- 
deed found in him a friend. His success as a merchant and his prominence 
as a citizen were well deserved. Throughout his life he never chose the second 
best in anything hut sought to attain the highest and reached ever after lofty 
ideals. His career was an inspiration and an encouragement to others and he 
ever held with Abraham Lincoln that "There is something better than mak- 
ing a living-malcing a life.". Mrs. Willard passed away on hfay 23, 1912, at 
the age of eighty-two years. 

GEORGE W. HERRIAXN. 

George W. Hermann, who is the proprietor of a general merchandise store 
and who has also, since 1896, acted as superintendent of the post office at Ear- 
tonville, was born in Limestone township, Peoria county, November 21, 1872. 
He is a son of Peter and Elizabeth (Fitchen) Hermann. The father came 
with his parents from Darmstadt, Germany, to America in 1847 and settled on 
a farm in Limestone township. Here the grandfather was engaged in general 
agricultural pursuits with much success, and his farm covered the present site 
of the Carter brick yard. 

George W. Hermann received his early education in the district school which 
is known as the Oak Grove school and afterward completed a course in Brown's 
Business College. Subsequently he was employed for one year on a farm in 
East Peoria, after which, at the age of seventeen, he took a position in the 
grocery store of H. E. Bess in Peoria and remained there for about one year. 
He then worked for seven months in the retail grocery store of Joseph Stalter, 
which was located at the corner of Monroe- and Morgan streets. Afterward 
he took charge of the grocery store of Scholl Brot.hers and remained with them 
for some time. On January 5 ,  1891, he came to Bartonville, where he managed 
the grocery store for J. & J. Hill until April 7, 1893, when he purchased the 
same and has since carried on the business for himself. H e  has added in the 
meantime a mercantile and general department. In 1896 he also became super- 
intendent of the postoffice here, which he oversees in connection with his mer- 
cantile store. H e  erected his business building here and also two residences. 

At Bartonville, March I, 1893, Mr. Hermann was married to Miss Maria 
J. Hill, daughter of John Hill, who was formerly a merchant at Bartonville and 
who built the first store of this city. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Hermann have been 
horn six children, namely: Ray William, who assists his father in the store; 
Lloyd Wilbert; Lizzie Irene ; Node Justin ; George Joseph; and Susanna Dor- 
othy. The five last named are attending school. 
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Mr. Hermann is a republican in politics and since 1904 has served as a 
notary public. Fraternally he is identified with the Modern Woodmen of 
America. H e  acts as treasurer of the Workingmen's Sick and Death Benefit Fund 
and has ever taken an active interest in the welfare of the comn~unity. He is 
a well liked and successful merchant here and his prosperity is due to his own 
splendid business foresight and energy. 

J. M. David, who was the junior partner of the law firm of Sheen P: David, 
with offices a t  No. 403-405 German Fire Insurance building, was a resident of 
Peoria since 1909, in which year the partnership was formed. He was born at 
Bladen, Nebraska, July 15, 1884, a son of Isaac and Mary J. David. The father 
died in 1895, being buried at Bladen, while the mother, who survives, her son, the 
subject of this review, made her home with him in Peoria until his demise. His 
primary education J. M. David received in Nebraska and in Washington, Illinois. 
H e  was graduated from the Galesburg high school in 1902, after which he entered 
the Illinois Wesleyan Law School, and after his graduation from that institu- 
tion in 1905 with the degree of LL. B., he was admitted to the bar in October of 
the same year. His first legal practice was when he became connected as a 
partner with the firm of Sheen, Miller & David. After remaining with this firm 
for a time he withdrew and practiced alone for two years, and when Mr. Miller 
withdrew from the firm of Sheen, Miller & David, and became associated with 
the Hon. John S. Stevens, Mr. David again entered into a partnership with 
Daniel R. Sheen, his uncle. The practice of this firm was most satisfactory and 
J .  M. David acquired an excellent standing and reputation in the cominunity in 
connection therewith. 

Mr. David was married in Wolcott, Indiana, June 14, 1911, to LIiss June E. 
Unroe, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John E. Unroe. Her  father is a well known 
cement contractor at Wolcott. In political matters Mr. David was independent, 
preferring to support for nomination and office such candidates as he considered 
best fitted for the positions. H e  was an enthusiastic member of the Peoria Bar 
Association, being a regular attendant at its meetings. H e  was well known as a 
promising young attorney and his demise occasioned widespread and deep regret. 
Always loyally giving his attention and energy to the causes entrusted to him he 
was on the road to success and his practice had become quite extended. H e  made 
his home with his mother a t  519 Fifth street. 

W I L I J A M  F. HARTMAN. 

William F. Hartman, who has the exclusive agency for electric pianos in 
central Illinois and eastern Iowa, maintaining an office a t  207 Bridge street, Peo- 
ria, was born a t  Wapello, Iowa, on the 5th of February, 1364. His father, Henry 
Hartman, was born and reared in Germany, whence he emigrated to the United 
States in 1834. H e  sailed from Hamburg, and upon his arrival in this country 
settled in Louisa county, Iowa, acquiring government land in the vicinity of 
Wapello. There he reared his eight children, devoting the remainder of his life 
to  the further improvement and cultivation of his land. 

The boyhood and youth of William F. Hartman were unusually hard, as at 
the age of eight years he began assisting his father with the operation of the 
home farm, such education as he received being acquired prior to that time. In 
1880. at the age of sixteen, he left home and started out ' to make his own way in 
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the world. Sever having learned a trade, agricultural pursuits were the only oc- 
cupations open to him, and his energies during the succeeding fourteen years 
were entirely devoted to farming and threshing. In the latter year he removed 
to Boston, Illinois, where he worked in the sawmills during the winter months 
and engaged in threshing in the summer, remaining there for two years. His 
neit  removal was to Illinois City, Rock Island county, Illinois, and there for 
three years he followed the same vocations. From there he removed to hIusca- 
tine, lowa, and contracted in a sawmill where they handled hardwood lumber ex- 
clusively. H e  gave up this position in 1903, however, and coming to Peoria es- 
tablished an agency for  electric pianos and other musical instruments, which he 
both rents and sells. His territory is good and he has succeeded in establishing 
a profitable business and is meeting with satisfactory financial returns. 

On the 1st of January, 1886, Mr. Hartman was united in marriage to hliss 
Emma Moore of Columbus Junction, Iowa, and a daughter of Lafayette iLI'oore. 
The fraternal relations of Mr. Hartman are confined to his membership in the 
Eagles. Such success as has rewarded his efforts must be attributed to his enter- 
prise and determination of purpose. 

CH.4RLES V. ENGSTROM. 

The life record of Charles V. Engstrom is indicative of the fact that success 
has its root in individual qualities and not in any environment or  fortunate conz- 
bination of circumstances. Careful analyzation as to the causation of success 
proves clearly that industry, intelligently directed, is the basis of all business ad- 
va~lcen~ent and so it has been in the case of Charles V. Engstrom, who for a 
quarter of a century has been identified with the wholesale leather trade of Peo- 
ria. A native of Sweden, he was born at Kalmar, on the 10th of November, 
1854. H e  acquired his education in his native land, where he remained until 
fifteen years of age, when, in 1869, he accompanied his parents on their emigra- 
tion to the new world. The family made their way westward to Galesburg, Illi- 
nois, and the boy soon secured employment as a farm hand, to which work he 
gave his time and attention until 1873. H e  then came to Peoria and entered into 
active connection with railroad work as an employe on the old Rock Island & 
Peoria line. He was ambitious, however, to engage in business on his own ac- 
count and eagerly availed himself of any opportunity leading in that direction. 
In 1876 he established a custom shoe shop in connection with C. A. Malm, the 
partnership continuing for five years, or  until 1881, when he purchased Mr. 
Malm's interest and was thereafter alone in business until 1887. In that year 
he changed the direction of his activities somewhat by entering the leather and 
shoe findings business in connection with W. P. Bowers.. This partnership was 
maintained uninterruptedly for seventeen years, or until 1904, when Mr. Eng- 
strom became the sole proprietor and is today one of the leading wholesale 
leather dealers of this part of the state. As the years have passed his trade has 
developed along substantial lines owing to the enterprise, the close application and 
the unfaltering energy of him who is at its head. His patronage has shown a 
marked increase from year to year and his volume of trade is now large. 

On the grst of December, 1879, Mr. Engstrom was united in marriage to  Miss 
Bessie Anderson, of Galesburg, and they became the parents of four children, 
of whom three are living: Ella Victoria, the wife of Dr. William N. Cosley, of 
Peoria; Roy V., who married Miss Edna Fulks and is a resident of the state of 
Washington; and Charles L., who is engaged in business with his father. 

MI-. Engstrom is well known as a member of Fort Clark Lodge, No. 108, 
I. 0. 0. F., in which he has filled all the chairs. He belongs to Peoria Lodge, 
No. 15, F. P: A. M., and to  Peoria Camp, No. 812, hl. W. A., and is also treasurer 
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of the Deaconess Home and Hospital. Making a close study of economic, socio- 
logical and political problems, Mr. Engstrom has become identified with the so- 
cialist party, to which for fifteen years he has given his support, believing that in 
its principles are found the solution for many of the vital questions which are 
before the country. Mr. Engstrom has a t  all times evidenced those qualities 
which stamp him as a man of integrity and high purpose and in matters of cfti- 
zenship his public spirit and progressiveness are manifest in his loyal indorse- 
ment of every movement that he believes will advance the welfare of the com- 
munity. 

NEWTON IMATTHEWS. 

Newton Matthews, who has been a resident of Peoria courity since 1843, was 
in the years of his early manhood connected with the profession of law but for 
the past twenty years has given his time and energies only to the supervision of 
his invested interests and personal business affairs. H e  was born June 30, 1841, 
in Henry county, Illinois, and is a direct descendant of Cobit Matthews, who 
married Miss Mary Carrington. Both were natives of Hartford, Connecti- 
cut. Their son, Simeon Matthews, was united in marriage to Miss Rhoda 
Royce, of Litchfield county. Connecticut, a daughter of  David and Jane (Foote) 
Royce. They were the grandparents of Newton Matthews and the parents of 
Leman bIatthews, who was born in Hartford county, Connecticut, October 30, 
1815. In the fall of 1839 the last named sought a home in Illinois. H e  was a 
young man of ahout twenty-three years when he left New England, traveling 
by wagon from Connecticut to All~any. thence by the Erie canal to Buffalo and by 
the steamer Anthony Wayne to Chicago. There he hired a man to haul his goods 
to La Salle and for three years therafter he was a resident of Henry county, 
Illinois. On the expiration of that period he removed to Peoria county, settling 
in hieclina to~vnship in 1843. As the years passed on he became a large land 
owner ancl was extensively engaged in farming to the time of his death. H e  con- 
tributed largely to the pioneer develolment of this part of the state and his 
energy and industry i11ade him a prosperous agriculturist. H e  married Miss 
Mabel Barker, who was born in Connecticut, 34arch 18, 1815, and died on the 
29th of November, 1892. They were the parents of three children: Newton; 
Wallace, who was horn January 12,  1843 ; and Emily, born Soveml~er 14, 1845. 

Newton Illatthews was not yet two years of age when the family came to 
this county. H e  pursued his education in the schools of Peoria, which he 
attended until twenty-one years of age, after which he hegan reading law in the 
office of Johnson & Hopkins, with whom he remained for  three years. On the 
expiration of that period he went to Chicago and in 1866 was admitted to the 
bar. H e  then began practice and followed the profession successfully for a few 
pears, or  until his private business interests claimed all of his time. H e  had in- 
vested quite extensively in real-estate and the illanagement of his property made 
heavy demands upon his energies. For the past twenty years he has given all 
of his time to his personal business affairs and yet at different periods -in his 
life he has rendered important puhlic service, filling a number of public offices. 
He' has been active as a political leader in Peoria, stanchly advocating demo- 
cratic principles, and during President Cleveland's administration he was 
largely instrumental in securing the appointment of J. W. Hunter to the position 
of internal revenue collector in a spirited contest with a number of candidates 
for the position. His motto has ever been clean politics and he has been a pro- 
nounced foe to graft and to misrule in municipal affairs. H e  served for many 
years on the board of supervisors of Peoria and over his offiicial record there 
falls no shadow of wrong or suspicion of evil. 

In  1869 Mr. Matthe\vs was united in marriage to Miss Ann Chambers. who 







HISTORY O F  PEORIA COUNTY 727 

died in 1906, leaving three children: Pearl, who is the wife of Walter H. Kirk, 
a lawyer of Peoria, and the mother of one child, Evangeline; Maud, who is the 
wife of Dr. E. A. Bradley of Peoria; and Wilbur, who is United States store- 
keeper and gauger. He is married and has one child, Priscilla Matthews. 
After losing his first wife Mr. Matthews married again, his second union be- 
ing with Mrs. Harriet h. Eaker. Mr. hratthews is a member of the crev& 
Coeur Club and also of  the blasonic fraternity, belonging to Illinois Lodge, A. 
F. & A. M., while in Peoria Consistory he has attained the thirty-second degree 
Df the Scottish Rite. 

I KARL MrOLI; 

Karl Wolf, proprietor and manager of the Hotel Meyer, in which connection 
he is proving a popular host, was born in Germany in 1874. H e  has followed in 
the business footsteps of his father, John Wolf, who was a hotel proprietor in 
that country. The son remained a resident of his native land until 1893, when, 
at the age of nineteen years, he came to America, making his way a t  once into 
the interior of the country. Settling at Peoria, he entered its business circles i1; 
connection with Die Sonne, a German newspaper, learning the printer's trade. 
.After he had thoroughly acquainted himself with the mechanical part of the 
work and had gained considerable knowledge concerning the methods of gather- 
ing news and compiling a paper, he joined leading German citizens in founding 
and publishing the Peoria Volksfreund, which he conducted for nine years. His 
business ability and enterprise were manifest in the success that attended his 
efforts during that period and he became well known as a prominent representa- 
tive of the German press of Illinois. 

Mr. Wolf was united in marriage to Miss Josephine Meyer, a daughter of 
August Iteyer, a hotel keeper. The wedding was celebrated five years ago and 
of this marriage two children have been born, Paula and Johanna. After his 
marriage Mr. Wolf became proprietor and manager of the Hotel Meyer, sifu- 
ated at the corner of Oak and Adams streets, and is numbered among the 
successful hotel men of the city. H e  belongs to  the Peoria Turn Verein, Con- 
cordia Singing Society and is a director of the German free school. His promi- 
nence and popularity in the German American circles of the city are widely ac- 
knowledged. Aside from his membership connections already mentioned he he- 
longs to the Woodmen of the World and to St. Joseph's Benevolent Society. The 
latter indicates that a spirit of helpfulness and broad humanitarianism rules him 
in his relations with his fellowmen. I-Te came to America empty-handed and 
has since been forced to depend upon his own resources. He, therefore, has 
great sympathy with others who are starting out in life without capital and is 
ever ready to extend a hand of assistance where he believes that material aid 
will prove beneficial. 

I SHERMAN ANDREW HUNT. 

The old homestead farm of the Hunt family lies four miles south and a mile 
west of Trivoli. There occurred the birth of Elijah Hunt and of his son Sher- 
man Andrew Hunt, whose name stands at the head of this review. The former 
was born August 20, 1833. and was, therefore, forty-nine years of age when he 
passed away in 1882. He had been an active farmer to the time when his health 
failed. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Adelaine Alurdaugh, was born 
in Pana and is now sixty-nine years of age. Ey her marriage she became the 
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mother of seven children, four daughters and three sons, Williaill C., Shermall 
A., Harry A., Mrs. Edith Miskimmen, Mrs. Eva Clark, Cora and Grace. The 
last two are now deceased. 

At  the usual age Sherman A. Hunt entered the public schools and thereill 
pursued his studies while spending his boyhood and youth upon the home farm, 
where his birth occurred July 24, 1865. He resided continuously oil the old 
homestead to the time of his marriage, which was celebrated June 30, 1885, when 
he was twenty years of age, Miss Kicliie Becker, a native of Richwoods town- 
ship, Peoria county, becoming his wife. Unto this marriage have been born 
four daughters, Mrs. Myrtle Elizabeth Slane, Mrs. Leona Bloomershine, Alice 
Irene and Dorothy Lucile. There is also a little grandson, Byron Slane, who was 
three years of age on the 22d of December, 1911. 

Following his marriage Sherman A. Hunt engaged in farming in Richwoods 
and in Medina township until 1885, when he established his home in Peoria, ac- 
cepting a positioil in the livery stable of B. F. Bowman on West Bluff. He was 
afterward employed in the Great Western Distillery until 1897, when he entered 
the employ of the Clarke Brothers Distilling Company, being associated with that 
corporation until he received his appointment as deputy sheriff on the 1st of 
November, 1899, under Sheriff John Kinsey, under whom he served for three 
years. I-Ie continued in the position for four years under Sheriff D. E. Potter 
and then entered the detective service in connection with the Central Detective 
Association. In 1909 he was elected constable for a term of six years and is 
now acting in that capacity. Two years ago he was a candidate for sheriff at 
the primaries but was defeated by a small majority. He has always given his, 
political support to the republican party. As deputy sheriff he handled four 
hundred insane patients who were taken to Watertown and Jacksonville asylums 
and in all that number there were no mishaps. He is justly proud of the record 
that he has made in office, for his duties have ever been discharged with prompt- 
ness and fidelity and sound judgment has guided him in all of his official connec- 
tions. While serving under Sheriff Potter he was chief deputy and was in 
charge of criminal work. 

Fraternally Mr. Hunt is a Mason, belonging to Temple Lodge, A. F. & A. M., 
and he also holds membership in Peoria Camp, R I .  W. A. Honorable purpose, 
activity and fidelity have characterized him in every relation of life. He is both 
energetic and progressive and these qualities, combined with reliability, insure 
his advancement. 

lVI12LIARII I-I. ROGERS. 

William I-I. Rogers who passed away at his home in Radnor township on 
January 31, 1911, was one of the early resjdents qf Pegria cotlnty. H e  was born 
October 11, 1836, in New York state in Ma2inac which'-was his mother's first 
home in America. His father, John S. Rogers, was born in New Yorli state, 
of German descent, August 4, 1808. H e  was drowned in the ~Iississippi river, 
luly g, 1843, while bringing his family to Illinois where they were to settle. 
The mother of William H. Rogers, of this review, was Mary Ann (Seddan) 
Rogers. She was a native of England, born December 25, 1807, and was 
brought to America when she was five years of age, by her parents, who settled 
in Maranac, New York. She died in Peoria county, March 12, 1879. In the 
family of John S. and Mary Ann (Seddan) Rogers were nine children: Ely 
B., born September 7, 1828; Margaret, born November 8, 1829; George A., 
born October 8, 1831; Calvin C., born June 18, 1833; John S.. born January 
18, 1835; William H., of this review; James H., born January 31, 1839; Minet 
S., born September 9, 1830: and David J.. born September 10, 1842. The only 
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living members of this family are Minet S., who now resides a t  El Paso, Illi- 
nois, and David J., who lives in East Peoria, Illinois. 

William H. Rogers was brought to Peoria county, Illinois, in 1843, when he 
was six years of age. The family located in Jubilee township, Illinois, and 
there he grew to manhood and received his education in the common schools 
When he was sixteen years of age he began working as a farm hand, ant1 
received eight dollars per month as compensation for his services. In 1861 
he moved to Radnor township, buying there eighty acres of land, which was 
located a short distance west of D-unlap, and is the birthplace of his sons, John 
L. and Elmer B., and his daughter, Mina E. All his life he was engaged in 
general farming and he was very successful in his financial transactions. At 
the time of his death he owned one hundred and sixty acres of land in Nebraska, 

is now in possession of his son, Logan A., and he also owned four hull- 
dred and ninety acres in Radnor township, which now belongs to his sons. 

In 1861 Mr. Rogers was united in marriage with Miss Janette E.  Wakefield, 
and ill~mediately after their marriage they removed to Radnor township, where 
they spent the remainder of their lives. Janette E. (Wakefield) Rogers, was 
born on November 22, 1841, in Radnor township, about three miles west of 
Dunlap, near the present home of her sons John L. and Elmer B. She was 
the daughter of John L. Wakefield, who was born of Scotch parentage, in 
Cliester county, Pennsylvania, June 18, 1794. Her mother was Slartha (Strick- 
ler) Waliefield. who was horn of English parentage in Dauphin county, Penn- 
sylvania, October 27, 1805. John L. Wakefield was a weaver, and he worked 
at that trade in Pennsylvania, also in Boerne, Warren county, Ohio. He left 
Pennsylvania for Warren county, Ohio, in 1821, and remained in that place 
until the fall of 1834. In 1836 he and his wife came to Illinois locating on 
section 18 in Radnor township, and spent the remainder of their lives there. 
He passed away November 8, 1881, and his wife February 19, 1879. In their 
family were fifteen children: Jonathan, born January 28, 1824; Sarah, borii 
March 24, 1825 ; Elizabeth, born August 2, 1826: George W., born April 27, 
1828; Joseph, born February 28, 1830; William, born January 30, 1832; Re- 
becca, born January 27, 1834; Lucinda, born March 24, 1836; Wilson N., bor i~  
1Iarch 7,  1837; Maria, born June 15, 1839; Janette E., who was the wife of 
lVillianl I-I. Rogers; John T., born April 21, 1843; James K., born 
July 27. 1845; Henry D., born September 9, 1846; and Sophia L., born Janu- 
ary 28, 1849. Maria,'who now resides in Dunlap, and Sophia, of Lenox, Iowa, 
are the only surviving members of the family. Mr. and Mrs. William Rogers 
became the parents of seven children: Logan A., who is engaged in farming 
in Nebraska; Charles S., a retired farmer at Estherville, Iowa; Wilson IT., who 
is engaged in farming near Dunlap; William J., of Dunlap; John L., of this 
township; Mina E., who is the wife of Mr. A. Y. Case, a farmer near Dunlap; 
and Elmer B., of this township. 

William H. Rogers was a republican in politics, and for many years he servetl 
as commissioner of Radnor township. All his life he was greatly interested in 
educational advancement, and for more than twenty years was a school director. 
Both he and his wife were earnest and devoted members of the nlethodist 
Episcopal church. Both were well known and highly hoilored throughout this 
community, and their deaths were deeply deplored by many friends and acquain- 
tances. Mr. Rogers passed away January 31, 1911, and his wife, preceding 
him by a great number of years, passed away April 14, 1888. The work on Mr. 
Rogers' old homestead is carried on now by his two sons: John L., who resides 
a short distance east of the old family residence. and Elmer B., who lives at 
the homestead. 

John L. Rogers was born on his father's old home place May 5, 1879, 2nd 
was reared there and educated in the common schools of Radnor township. He 
has always followed the occupation of general farming, and now operates a 
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large farm in Estherville, Iowa, to which he inoved in March, 1912. He mar- 
ried on November 21,  goo, at Dunlap, Illinois, Miss Myrtle Byers, the 
daughter of Thomas R. and Arminda Phoebe (Yates) Byers, the father of 
Scotch and the mother of English descent. T o  Mr. and Mrs. John L. Rogers 
have been born two children, both of whom now are attending school. They 
are: Ruth, born September 2, 1 9 1  ; and Justin, born February 20, 1906. 

Mina E. (Rogers) Case, the only daughter, was born on the old homestearl 
on March 30, 1886, was reared there and educated in the common schools of 
icadnor township. She was married on September 17, 1 9 8 ,  to A. Y. Case, a 
son of Charles Case. Mr. and Mrs. Case have one child, Aldah, born September 
30, 1910. 

Elmer R. Rogers was born on the homestead on which he now lives, Feh- 
ruary 14, 1887, and is the youngest of his father's family. H e  was reared here 
and attended the common schools in Radnor township, and later was a student 
in the Princeville high school. H e  has always followed general farming and is 
now operating one hundred and twenty acres of his father's old homestead. 
On August I, 1907, he married Miss Lelia Byers, who is a sister of Myrtle 
(Byers) Rogers, the wife of the brother, John L. Rogers. Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
B. Rogers have become the parents of one son, Otto, who was born March 27, 

1909. 
The brothers are well known throughout Peoria county. They have ever 

maintained the excellent reputation of the family that was established by their 
worthy father. They are both greatly interested in the welfare of the com- 
munity, and the elder, John L. Rogers, has served as school director, an ofice 
which he held for three years. H e  is a member of the hfethodist Episcopal 
church, and fraternally he is identified with the Modern Mrooclmen of America. 

JOHN COMSTOCIi;. 

No history of Peoria's pioneer development and progress would be com- 
plete witl~out extended reference to John Comstock, a business man of marked 
ability and enterprise who recognized ancl grasped the opportunities which sur- 
rounded him and thus gradually worked himself upward to the plane of af- 
fluence. In all his dealings 111s integrity was unquestioned, and througho~it 
his life he stood for  that which is most commenda1)le in the relations of man 
with his fellowmen. 

Ohio numbered A h .  Comstock as a native son, his hirth having occurred in 
Taylorsville, that state, on the 20th of November, 1818. His life span covered the 
intervening years to the 5th of August, 1 y 5 .  He was early thrown upoil his 
own resources for  his father, who was a civil engineer, died in 1829, and soon 
afterward his mother passed away so the boy was left an orphan at the early 
age of eleven years. H e  then went to live with an older sister with who111 
he remained for two years, but when a lad of thirteen years started out in life 
on his own account. From that time forward until his death he depended 
upon his own resources and as the years passed he continually advanced in the 
business world until he gained a prominent position as one of the most capable 
and successful of real-estate dealers in Peoria and throughout the state. He 
made his initial start in the business world, however, a t  Zanesville, Ohio, 
where he was employed in a flour mill for two years and also in other work by 
which he could earn an honest living. In 1837 he went to New Orleans with a 
boat load of flour and afterward up the Red river, but did not make perma- 
nent location in that part of the country, going east to Louisville, Kentucky, 
where he learned the cutter's trade in a merchant tailoring establishment. He 
afterward mastered all branches of the business and was employed in Louisville 
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1 until a strike was ordered by the tailors of that city and he left Louisville for 
, peoria, arriving here by boat on the 9th of January, 1840. It  was a small and 
( comparatively unimportant town which welcomed him, but he believed its future 

,vould give him opportunities. H e  opened a merchant tailoring establish~~lent 
and after conducting business alone for a time he became senior partner i r~  the 
the firm of Comstock & Clegg. The confinement of the shop, however, told upon 
hjs health, and because of this he began, in 1853, to deal in real estate, his opera- 

i tioils in that direction enabling him to spend considerable time out of doors. In 
i 
I those days military titles covered all the desirable vacant land in northwestern 
, Illinois, and an understanding of the laws governing land titles was a valuable 

I 
asset to anyone engaged in that line of business. Mr. Comstock's educatiorial 
privileges had been very limited, but at this period he began to study and read 
land laws and pursued his investigations until he became a recognized authority. 

1 His opinions were respected by the best lawyers of the day,. including such well 
i known members of the bar as Judges Purple, Cooper. LVill~amson, Puterbaugh, 
1 Alarming and Browning. His judgment is the matter of land titles was rarely 

questioned, and his opinions, once formed, were never wavering. His knowledge 
1 and experience in this direction stood him well in hand, and he became one of 
! the most successful real estate men in the city. As the years progressed he 
1 not only handled property but engaged also in speculative building, erecting 
1 many houses and business blocks, some of which he sold and others rented. 
: In 1883 he became connected with James hl. RTorse in the real estate business, 
; and the dealings of the firm were of a most important character. His labors 

contributed much toward the upbuilding of the city, and whatever he undertook 
he carried out to a successful completion. 

In other ways aside from his business i14r. Comstock contributed to the 
work of public progress. At the time of the Civil war he was a stalwart advo- t 

j 
cate of the Union cause and gave liberally of his means to support and uphold 

.. the Union army. So valuable was his aid in this connection that Richard 
Yates, who was then governor of the state, conferred upon him a colonel's com- 

, mission. His work was unique and certainly most commendable in this con- 
I nection. H e  not only raised and financed a company of infantry but made 

most liberal provision for the widows of all of the soldiers who were mem- 
j bers of that company, giving to each whose husband lost his life at the front 

a quarter section of land. This being rich Illinois prairie land, the property 
through development became very valuable and provided a livelihood for many 
families. Colonel Comstock's work in this connection is indeed worthy of the 
highest praise and indicates not only his loyalty to the Union but his spirit of 

I broad humanitarianism and helpfulness. H e  always remained a stalwart advo- 
: cate of progressive measures for  the public good. and yet he had no political 

aspirations nor would he consent to become a candidate for office. His views, 
however, accorded with the principles of the republican party and he never 
faltered in his allegiance to the cause which he espoused. H e  stanchly op- 
posed anything like misrule in municipal government and believed that the 
ideals of citizenship should be as high and public service as clean as a man's 
record in his business or his home relations. His political allegiance was given 
to the republican party and he served as the first president of the Republi- 
can Club of Peoria. 

On the sixth of October, 1851. Mr. Comstock was united in marriaqe to 
Miss Amelia A. Molineau, who still survives him, as do eight of his children, 
namely: Helena A., John. Spencer. Nathaniel. Mary, Jessie, Mrs. Susan Hart  
and Mrs. Eva Schelley. The last named is a resident of St. Louis. -4nother 
daughter, Mrs. Bena Strecker, died in rgog. Rlr. Comstock passed away on 
the 5th of August, 190.5, when he was eighty seven years of age. H e  was one 
of the first members of the Peoria lodge of Masons and he also held member- 
ship in the Royal Arch Chapter. Later in life he joined and attended the 
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Episcopal church. I-Ie served on the building committee of the hlasonic Tern- 
ple and at all times was deeply and helpfully interested in the organization 
which has as its basic principle the brotherhood of man. His life was indeed 
an honor to the community in which he lived and his character was such as at 
all times commanded respect. H e  certainly deserved great credit for what 
he accomplished, inasmuch as he started out in life empty-handed and jjrith 
fern7 of the advantages which most boys enjoy. At a time when lads are 
largely engaged in the pursuit of an education he was earning his own living 
As the years passed he increased his usefulness by reason of his determination, 
energy, enterprise and ambition and his work figured as a factor in Peoria's up- 
building and progress as well as in his otvn success. 

JAMES T. JOHNSON. 

Success in life is not so much a matter of many opportunities as it is of the 
shrewd and discriminating use of time and talent. The career of James T. John- 
son, now living retired in his pleasant home at 2904 South Adams street, Peoria, 
is an example of the truth of this statement. He began his career when he was 
eight years old as a trapdoor opener in a coal mine, and closed his active business 
life upon his retirement as president of the Peoria Coal Drill Works. 

h4r. Johnson was born in New Richmond, England, September 2, 1543, his 
parents being Thomas and Dina (Truesdale) Johnson, both natives of England, 
who never left their native country. Their son received his education in the 
public schools of Great Britain but laid aside his school books at the early age 
of eight years when he entered the employ of a coal-mining company. His 
duties were to open and close the trapdoor leading into the mine. H e  had to 
rise at four o'clock in the morning and work for sixteen hours every day, work- 
ing in cold water up to his knees. He often worked in places where the cold 
water dripped from above and soaked his clotl~as. His hours were long, his 
pay meager and the conditions of his life hard and cruel in the extreme. He 
was often beaten by his employer and put to tasks entirely unsuited to a boy of 
eight years. However, he gradually worked his way upward from his humble 
position, and by his energy, resource and careful saving improved his position 
until when he was twenty-eight years of age he engaged in the contracting busi- 
ness on his own account, making a specialty of tunneling. H e  took one of the 
largest contracts in that line ever let in England, which was to drill a tunnel 
through two thousand, one hundred yards in the county of Durham. H e  left 
England when he was thirty-six years old and came to this country, settling in 
Irving Station, eighteen miles east of Pittshurg, in Pennsylvania. H e  started his 
business career in this country by engaging in coal mining and was so occupied in 
the states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Iowa. H e  had a resourceful and 
intelligent mind and a discriminating grasp of what was needed to promote the 
progress and development of the coal interests in this country. For years he had 
interested himself in machinery and in due course of time had become the in- 
ventor of various attachments for  mining implements which have made devices 
so used more simple and effective. His first patent was taken out in 1885 and was 
an iinprovement upon a coal miner's drill. He received the world's prize at the 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago for improved mining machinery. During his 
travels he had come to the conclusion to remove his home to the middle west, 
and subsequently had become connected in Peoria with the Peoria Coal Drill 
Works, of which he later became president, and with which three of his sons. 
James, Fred and Walter, are now connected. 

At one period in his career Mr. Joh~ison becanle interested in Illiilois farm 
lands and bought for himself a large tract of land just oustide of the city of Peo- 
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ria. This he owned and operated for a number of years and was extremely suc- 
cessful along this line. His farm is today one of the most modernly equipped 
in central Illinois and he still takes a keen interest in its development. Mr. John- 
son has always had firm faith in the commercial future of Peoria, and the com- 
fortable fortune which he has accumulated in the course of his life has always 
been invested in local enterprises. H e  has erected a large number of buildings 
in this city, including the one at 3114 South Adams street in which his business 
is located. This structure is modern in every detail and thoroughly equipped 
along modern lines of construction. I t  has a frontage of one hundred feet and 
is one of the imposing buildings in this city. 

In 1869, before leaving the mother country, Mr. Johnson had married, in the 
county of Durham, Elizabeth Thompson, a daughter of William and Catherine 
(McKinsey) Thon~pson, both natives of England. H e r  father was enqaged in 
coal mining in the old country and there died in 1876, a t  the age of slxty-twc 
years, while the mother survived until 1903, attaining the remarkable age of 
ninety-six years. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Johnson fourteen children were born, of 
whom eight are now living, namely: James, \vho is connected with the Peoria 
Coal Drill Works in Peoria ; Mag-gie, who makes her home in Chicago ; Lilly ; 
Fred, who is also connected with his father's business; Joseph; Katie; Ida ;  
and Walter, who is likewise associated with the Peoria Coal Drill Works. In 
January, 1908, Rfr. Johnson lost his wife, who had been an abla helpmate and an 
active factor in his success. She is buried in the family lot a t  Springdale ceme- 
tery, in this city. Their eldest son, William T., who died in 1909, is buried in 
the same cemetery. Mr. Johnson lost his eldest daughter, Harriet, in St. Louis, 
Missouri, where she found her last resting place. 

Tames T. Johnson is now living in honorable retirement after an active and suc- 
cessful business career. When he was a little boy, spending his time opening and 
closing a trapdoor in a coal mine, his opportunities did not seen1 bright, and yet 
at that time he had the future before him, full of hard work it is true, but des- 
tined to be rewarded and croxvned by much success and a happy and honorable 
retirement after hard labor. 

FRXKCIS MARION EVAXS. 

The presidency of the Peoria Boat Company and the holding of large real- 
estate interests closely connect Francis Marion Evans with the business circles 
of Peoria and a t  the same time he is active in politics as a republican leader, fill- 
ing the position of county game commissioner at the present writing in 1912. 
He was born in Le Roy, Dawson township, hiIcLean county, Illinois, March 25, 
1874. His father, Francis Marion Evans, also a native of that township, was 
sixty-six years of age when he passed away in 1908. His father also bore the 
name of Francis Marion Evans and he and two of his brothers were the first 
white settlers in McLean county. From that pioneer period the Evans family has 
been closely and helpfully identified with the work of development and progress 
there. The mother of Francis Marion Evans of this review bore the ma~den 
name of Adelaide V. Bump and was born in Hudson township, RlcLean county, 
where her life was passed, her death occurring only six t ~ ~ o n t h s  after her hus- 
band's demise. 

Their son Francis Marion Evans, one of a family of eight children, attended 
the public schools in Bloonlington and also the Nol-n~al State University a t  Nor- 
mal, pursuing a two years' course in electricity. H e  devoted several years there- 
after to  electrical work and traveled for the Manhattan Electric Company of 
New York. He was also on the road for local electric firms and then took up 
the duties of fireman and engineer on a locomotive. In 1894 he came to Peoria 
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and has since been identified with the business and political interests of this city, 
Wisely using his time and opportunities, he has eventually become president of 
the Peoria Boat Company and is engaged in the sale of motor boats beside repre- 
senting several other business interests. H e  has made large and judicious invest- 
ments in real estate and his property holdings are extensive, yielding him a grati- 
fying income. At one time he was inspector of streets under Mayor Woodruff 
and also filled the position of police inspector. Later he went upon the road as 
representative of Clarke & Company, distillers and makers of alcohol. He was 
again called to public office in his recent appointment by Governor Deneen to the 
position of county game comn~issioner. H e  has long been an active factor in 
political circles and his opinions carry weight in the local councils of the repub- 
lican party. He is now chairman of the senatorial committee, which position he 
has filled since the enactment of the primary law. H e  is noted for his capacity 
for worlc and for his administrative ability and it is well known that his devo- 
tion to the public, interests insures prompt and faithful performance of his 
official duties. 

In 1897 Mr. Evans was married to Miss Elizabeth Pipes, a daughter of 
George Pipes, a prominent raiser and dealer of live-stock in this county. A son 
has been born to them, Francis Marion I.V. The family home is a t  No. 105 Elm- 
wood avenue and the warm-hearted hospitality Mr. and Mrs. Evans extend all 
friends and acquaintances render it exceedingly attractive. Mr. Evans is a well 
known young man, progressive and enterprising. H e  stands close to the dis- 
tinguished politicians of the state and in Peoria, where his business record is a 
familiar one, he enjoys confidence and warm regard because of the good use he 
has made of his time and talents. 

JACOB C. GMELICH. 

Jacob C. Gmelich, a progressive young business Inan of enterprise and 
ability, has for practically twelve years been operating a confectionery and 
bakery establishment at No. 313 Main street, Peoria, where he enjoys an excel- 
lent patronage. He was born in Peru, Illinois, on the 8th of July, 1878, and 
is a son of Gottlieb Gmelich. The father was born in Germany, but for many 
years he has been engaged in the hardware business at Peru, where he is numbered 
among the representative citizens. H e  takes an active interest in all public 
affairs and at different times has been called to public office, having served 
as county treasurer. Gottlieb Grnelich served in the Civil War and is a 
member of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

The early education of Jacob C. Gmelich was obtained in the public schools 
of his native town, after which he attended St. Eede College for two years. 
When his studies were completed he entered the candy factory of Fred San- 
ders at Detroit, Michigan, in the capacity of an apprentice, remaining there for 
eight years. During that period he thoroughly mastered every detail of this 
industry, in which he became most proficient. At the expiration of that time 
he removed to New York, settling in Buffalo, where he operated a confec- 
tionery establishment for the greater part of a year. From there he caine 
to Peoria and in July, 1901, opened his business at No. 313 Main street. Here 
he is engaged in the manufacture of all manner of plain and fancy confections, 
ice creams and plain and fancy bakery goods, including all kinds of pastries 
and cakes. In  addition to this during the noon hour he serves a light luncheon, 
and bakery lunches during the entire day. Everything that is sold in his estab- 
lishment is manufactured there and is of exceptionally good quality. H e  em- 
ploys only the very best of ingredients in the manufacture of his goods, which 
are advertised to be absolutely pure and are offered at reasonable prices. In 
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the development of  his business Mr. Gmelich has met with such success 
that in August, 1908, he extended the scope of his activities by establishing 
a branch store at No. ~ o g  South Adams street. This is conducted on exactly 
the same lines as his original store, excepting that all the baking is done at 
the former place. H e  has succeeded in establishing more than a local repu- 
tation and ships his bakery goods and ice creams to families in nearby towns 
and is building up a profitable out-of-town retail business. H e  gives his per- 
sonal supervision and attention to every detail connected with his stores and fac- 
tory, which he strives to operate in strict accordance with the highest standards 
of cleanliness and sanitation. Mr. Gmelich is now making arrangements to re- 
move his store from No. 313 Main street to No. 323 Main street, where he 
expects to more than double his present capacity and will install extensive 

' modern improvements, not the least of which will be a beautifully decorated 
and attractively furnished refreshment parlor. H e  has secured a ten-year lease 
on the property and will doubtless meet with success in his new venture. His 
establishments are neat and attractive in appearance. H e  keeps a high class 
of help and is particular to see that every patron is accorded the most cour- 
teous and considerate treatment. The methods and policy adopted in the con- 
duct of his business are such as to commend him to the confidence of all who 
have transactions with him and nautrally he is prospering. 

In June, 1902, Alr. Gmelich was united in marriage to Miss Lena hlerkel, 
and to them have been born two children, of whom one, Robert, is living. Fra- 
ternally Mr. Gmelich has attained high rank in the Masonic order and holds 
membei-ship in the commandery, shrine and the consistory, and he is also affili- 
ated with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. H e  is likewise a valued 
member of the Creve Coeur Club. His political views coincide with the princi- 
ples of the republican party, to whose men and measures he gives his support 
at national elections. On other occasions he votes for the man he deems best 
qualified for  the office. H e  is a man of sound judgment and practical views and 
has been identified with various local movements and enterprises and was at 
one time vice president of the Peoria Fountain Company. Mr. Gmelich has 
made orderly progression in the development of his career and is meeting with 
success by reason of his close concentration and the sagacity he has man~fested 
in the direction of his business interests. In the city of Peoria he is widely recog- 
nized as a popular and public-spirited citizen and one whose cooperation can be 
counted upon to further any measure or movement calculated to promote the 
general welfare. 

ALLEN & LARGE. 

Allen & Large. wholesale dealers in cigars and pipes, are proprietors of one 
of Peoria's most recent and thriving commercial establishments, which has been 
conducted under the above name for less than a year, although the enterprise 
was founded practically nine years ago. I t  was first organized by Mr. Allen i ~ i  
1 9 3  under the firm name of Frederick J. Allen, and continued to be conducted 
under that name at the present location, 320 South Washington street, until the 
spring of 1911. On the 1st of March, that year, Mr. Large came into the busi- 
ness as an equal partner, the firm name being changed to Allen Sr Large. The 
added capital has enabled them to enlarge their enterprise and extend the scope 
of their business and rhey have every reason to feel encouraged and most san- 
guine regarding the future of their establishment. Both proprietors are travel- 
ing on the road and they also employ four salesmen, their territory being eastern 
Iowa, Illinois and western Indiana. They are both enterprising and capable 
young men, and have used such intelligence and discrimination in the develop- 
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ment of their business that they have succeeded in building up a profitable trade. 
The patronage of the house has shown a marked increase ever since it was 
founded, but with their increased capital and sales force their development is 
bound to be more rapid, while their prosperity seems assured. Both Mr. Allell 
and Mr. Large have been covering the territory in which they are now doing 
business for a good many years, as they were formerly in the employ of large 
local wholesale concerns, and are well known to the retail trade and have a good 
personal following. 

Frederick J. Allen, senior partner of the firm of Allen & Large, is a native 
of Peoria, his birth having occurred in 1877, and a son of James S. Allen, a well 
known paving contractor of this city. He is indebted to the local public schools 
for his preliminary education, which was later supplemented by a commercial 
course, his student days being terminated at the age of seventeen years. H e  then 
entered upon the active duties of a business career as an employe of Oaltsford & 
Fahnestock, wholesale grocers. When he first entered their service he was as- 
signed a minor position on the office force, where he not only efficiently dis- 
charged his duties but attentively applied himself to the mastery of the business, 
qualifying himself for advancement. H e  was ambitious and enterprising and 
wanted to make rapid progress, but being a practical and intelligent youth early 
realized that development in any line means the thorough mastery of a multitude 
of minor and apparently unessential details, so he made it one of his principles 
to do to the best of his ability anything he undertook. Such qualities as he mani- 
fested never go unobserved, and in connection with his rare faculty of doing 
things quickly and efficiently, he possessed the rarer gift of recognizing and 
anticipating possible requirements, always showing a personal interest in his 
work. H e  was soon promoted from his clerical posltioti to the sales department 
and subsequently went on the road as a traveling salesman. Later he was called 
into the house and made buyer of one of the departments, continuing to be 
identified with this company until 1903. It  was his intention not always to re- 
main in the service of others, however, and this ambition constantly stimulated 
him to renewed and greater efforts, and despite the fact that he had a most 
promising future with this firm he severed his connection with them. H e  had 
long believed that the wholesale cigar and pipe business afforded better oppor- 
tunities for a man of limited capital than almost any other line, so he pur- 
chased a stock and began operations at the firm's present location. His experi- 
ence both as salesnlan and buyer gave him the needed practical knowledge of 
conditions generally to qualify him to make a success of his undertaking. When 
he had his staff organized and was ready for operations, he decided to go on the 
road l~imself. That he did not miscalculate the possibilities of an enterprise oE 
this kind is evidenced by the escellent bt~siness the company is now doing. 

On the 4th of October. 1905, R4r. Allen was united in marriage to Miss Irene 
Hart, a niece of the late John Con-~stock, one of Peoria's oldest and most highly 
esteemed pioneers. Mr. Allen belongs to the United Comn~ercial Travelers. 
His career has been characterized by orderly and permanent progression and his 
future as gauged by his past looks most promising and should bring to him the 
greater satisfaction and commendation because it has been self-won. 

Frank H. Large is one of the most recent acquisitions to the ~vholesale com- 
mercial fraternity of Peoria, where he has long been recognized as a capable ant1 
promising business man. H e  was born in Denver, Colorado. on the 13th of Oc- 
tober, 1879, and is a sou of the late Theodore S. Large, president of the Peoples' 
Fire Insurance Agency of Denver. The  father was for  many years success full^ 
identified with the insurance interests of Denver, in which city he passed away 
in 191 .  

Following the death of his father, Frank H. Large left his native city, in 
whose public schools he was educated, and came to Peoria and has ever since 
resided here. H e  has made his own way in the world since he was a lad of 
fourteen years, his first position having been in a local machine shop, where he 
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was employed for about three years. In  1896 he withdrew from this vocation 
and went to work for  the Wilson Grocery Company, remaining in their service 
for eight years. While there engaged he industriously applied himself to acquir- 
ing a thorough knowledge of the business generally, and as he was a bright, 
capable and ambitious youth, he became quite proficient. The firm early recog- 
nized his worth, giving evidence of their appreciation by promoting him to the 
position of traveling salesman, in which capacity he served until 1904. H e  then 
left their en~ploy to become identified with The Jobst-Bethard Grocery Company, 
being a salesman of this house for seven years. On the 1st of March, 1911, he 
resigned his position to become associated in business with Mr. Allen, it havil~g 
long been his ambition to have an establishment of his own. He was in every way 
iully qualified to assume the responsibility of such a connection, being thoroughly 
conversant with trade conditions generally and having a large personal follow- 
ing anlong the retail business inen of this state. As a salesman, Mr. Large is 
ranlied among the best in the city, and he has the additional advantage of pos- 
sessing fine powers of organization and keen bt~siness sagacity. He has made 
an excellent record during the entire period of his con~tllercial career and there 
is no questioll but that the powers he exercised to the financial benefit of others 
will nlaterially aid in promoting the development of the house of Allen 8r Large. 

On the 26th of August, 1906, Mr. Large was married to Miss Anna Bourlte, 
a daughter of the late Charles Eo~irlie, who was postmaster of Peoria during the 
pioneer days. I-Ie was one of the town's oldest citizens, and had resided for 
over fifty years at 203 Sixth avenue, where he passed away in November, I Q I J .  

hIr. Large has attained high rank in the Masonic fraternity and is a member 
of the Mol~ammed Shrine. He also belongs to the United Conllnerical Travelers 
and the Travelers Protective Association. He is a man of pleasing personality 
and genial nature and is very popular with his business associates, the respect of 
whon~ he has won and retained through the upright principles and honora1)le 
methods he en~ploys in all of his transactions. 

Thomas 15. Lewis is a member of the law fiml of King 13 Lewis, and has 
been engaged in practice for the last three years. H e  was born in Fairbury, Illi- 
nois, on November 12. 1884. His parents are Dr. G. C. and Ella L. (Beach) 
Lewis, the father a well known physician in his section of the state. He is 
affiliated with various medical societies and the National Geographic Society. 
They make their home at Fairbury, Illinois. 

Thomas 13. Lewis graduated from the Fairbury high school with the class 
of 1902. He continued his studies in Northwestern University for two years, 
subsequently entering the University of Illinois. In this institution he pursued 
a literary course until 1905, when he matriculated in the law department, being 
awarded the degree of LT,. B. in 1908. He was admitted to the bar of the state 
of Illi~lois in the fall of the same year. 

In Beardstown, Illinois, January 12, 1910, Mr. Lewis was married to Miss 
Teanette E. Schmoldt, a daughter of Henry and Lina Schmoldt. The father, who 
Is deceased, was one of the prominent citizens of Cass county and for many 
years was actively connected ~vith political and public affairs. H e  was for some 
time a n~ember of the deep waterway commissioll and mas serving on this board 
at the time of his demise. He was identified with various local enterprises, chief 
among- these being the First State Bank of Beardstown, of which he was presi- 
dent. He was a \vorthy exemplar of the Rlasonic fraternity and had attained 
high rank in this order. Mrs. Schmoldt survives and makes her home in Peoria 
wtth her daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis, at 342 Crescent avenue. 



742 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

During his university days Thomas B. Lewis joined the Delta Tau Delta and 
Phi Delta Phi fraternities, with both of which he still keeps in touch. He is a 
member of the Creve Coeur and Illinois Valley Yacht Clubs and maintains rela- 
tions with the members of his profession through the Peoria County Bar Asso- 
ciation. H e  gives his political indorsement to the republican party. 

EDGAR A. STRAUSE. 

Success is but a relative term, the value of which must be determined not 
only by the position to which an individual has attained but also by the starting 
point of his career. Judged in this connection, Edgar A. Strause has made 
notable and creditable advancement. H e  started out in life without any especially 
favorable circumstances to aid him and laid the foundation for  his success in 
thoroughly learning the tobacco trade. H e  is today a t  the head of an extensive 
tobacco house and is furthermore prominently known in Peoria as a leading 
factor in financial circles, being the president of the State Cank & Trust Com- 
pany. A native of Virginia, he was born in the old historic city of Richmond, 
on the 13th of Augpst, 1871, his parents being Philip and Henrietta Strause. 
His father was a dry-goods merchant of that city, where he continued to make 
his home until his death in 1879. His widow still survives and now lives in 
Burlington, Iowa, with two sons. 

I t  was in Richmond that Edgar A. Strause was reared and in the acquirelnent 
of his education attended the local schools, passing through consecutive grades 
until he became a high-school student. At an early age he felt it necessary to 
provide for his own support and first spent two vears in the employ of his 
brothers, Isadore and Mark Strause, who were thgir father's successors in the 
wholesale and retail dry-goods business. On the expiration of that period he 
began acquainting himself with the tobacco business, entering a leaf tobacco 
factory, where he gained a knowledge of the trade. He followed the sales in 
open market and afterward went to North Carolina, where he engaged in buying 
leaf tobacco until about 1891. In that year he became a resident of Blooming- 
ton, Illinois, where he represented the Drummond Tobacco Company, having 
charge of sales as manager for central Illinois. H e  came to Peoria in 1893 in 
the same capacity and continued with that house in this city for  seven years. 
H e  then became representative for Illinois for the Best & Russell Company as 
sales manager and his territory also covered a part of Indiana. This company is 
prominently known as importers and manufacturers of cigars and he continued 
with the house until he withdrew from that connection to enter business on 
his own account. In  his individual undertaking he prospered and has made 
continuous advance. H e  is now a t  the head of the firm of E. A. Strause & 
Company, wholesale and retail distributors of cigars, operating six separate 
stores in Peoria. He has been engaged in the cigar business on his own account 
for  about twelve years and is now one of the foremost representatives of the 
trade in eastern Illinois. H e  is thoroughly acquainted with every branch of the 
business in the field of manufacture as well as in the sales department and his 
long experience, comprehensive knowledge and progressive methods have con- 
stituted the broad foundation upon which he has builded his present day success. 

Into other fields Mr. Strause has also extended his efforts and his name is 
today an honored one in financial circles, for he is the president of the State Bank 
& Trust Company of Peoria, to which position he was called in 1909 after two 
years of service as vice president, while previous to that time he had served 
for  two years as a member of the board of directors, being elected to that posi- 
tion on thc organization of  the bank. The same business qualities which have 
brought him success in the cigar trade have contributed to the upbuilding of 
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the bank, which is now regarded as one of the safe and reliable moneyed insti- 
Lutions of the city. 

In 1895 Mr. Strause was united in marriage to Miss Flora Werschutz, of 
peoria, and they became the parents of three children, Clifford, Edgar and Jack. 
The mother died July 9, 1909, her death being the occasion of deep regret to 
many friends. Mr. Strause is a prominent member of the Masonic fraternity, 
having taken the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and also crossed the 
sands of the desert with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. H e  lii\-enrise belongs 
to the Cenevolent Protective Order of Elks and to the Creve Coeur Club. His 
record is a notable example of the fact that success and an honorable name may 
be won sin~ultaneously. At the outset of his career he realized that "there is 
no royal road to wealth" and he saw, too, that close application and unremitting 
energy nlust constitute the chief iorces in the attainment of success. His life 
has, indeed, been a busy and useful one, but it has also been fruitful of sub- 
stantial results and while perhaps less spectacular than that of the military or  
political leader it has been none the less useful and valuable. 

COLONEL ALLEN L. FAHNESTOCK. 

In the course of his long career of eighty-four years Colonel Allen L. Fahne- 
stock has been actively identified with the life of his country in many different 
directions. H e  has served in her wars, been prominent in her manufacturing 
industries and active in her politics and has contributed much to her commercial 
progress and development. He is now a resident of Glasford, Peoria county, 
Illinois, where he is doing a flourishing business along mercantile lines. 

Mr. Fahnestock is of German origin and the ancestry dates back to the 
great-grandfather of our subject, Dietrich Fahnestock, who was born in West- 
phalia, Prussia, and died in that country in 1775. Jacob Fahnestock, the grand- 
father of our subject, was the next in line. His birth occurred December 25, 
1769, and he was the first of the name to settle in America. His wife, Salome 
Fahnestoclc, was born November 14, 1772. Their soil and our subject's father, 
jacob Fahnestock, was born in Adams county, Pennsylvania, January 26, 1801. 
and died in Lancaster, Peoria county, Illinois, September 9, 1841. His wife was 
Maria Harmon a native of Adams county, Pennsylvania, where her birth oc- 
curred May 16, 1806. She survived her husband until May 24, 1895, at which 
date her death occurred. 

Colonel -411en L. Fahnestock was born in Ahbottstown, Adams county, Penn- 
sylvania, February g, 1828. He received his early education in the public schools 
of his native county and remained at home until he was eleven years of age. 
In 1839 he went to St. Louis, Missouri, where he worked in a store for some 
time. Later he went to Timber township and carried the mail once a week be- 
tween Lancaster and Peoria, receiving for his services twenty-five cents.a trip. 
He attended school for a brief period and subsequently went to Peoria and 
learned the cooper's trade in the shop of James Souls. When he had mastered 
its details he worked a t  the business for a short time, and by strict economy he 
managed to  save thirty-five dollars out of his first year's wages and sixty dol- 
lars out of his second. After two years he returned .to Lancaster where he ob- 
!ained a position in the employ of J. W. Robbins, making flour barrels at fifteen 
cents apiece. After his marriage, which toolc place in 1847, he became a manu- 
facturer of barrels on his own account and employed a large force of men. At 
about the same time he was elected to his first political office. which was that of 
township clerk. Later he became a supervisor and between 1856 and 1861 served 
as township school treasurer. 
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On August 27, 1862, Colonel Fahnestock enlisted in Company I, Eighty- 
sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry and was mustered into service with the corn. 
rnission of captain. The following year he obtained his promotion as major, and 
on April 13, 1864, was made lieutenant colonel. O n  account of his able service 
ancl his unblemished record he obtained his promotion as colonel, May T I ,  1865, 
and was mustered out of service with his honorable discharge on the 6th of June, 
1865. While in the ariny he kept a diary of each day's work, the battles in which 
he was engaged, and a complete record of the life of the camps. This has been 
of great value to the government on many occasions, H e  has rewritten it once 
and is now engaged in a second revision of the manuscript. H e  is also copying 
the reports of all the officers of his brigade which were sent to headquarters 
every day during the war. When Colonel Fahnestock was discharged froin the 
army he again entered commercial circles with which he had been connected 
since 1847. He dealt in all kinds of dry goods, groceries and drugs, and for some 
time he was interested in the lumber, brick, coal and lime business of the town- 
ship. H e  was intensely interested in the collection of rare relics and at one time 
had what was probably the largest number of specimens in the state. His entire 
collection amounted to seven thousand different relics, but he lately sold five 
thousand of these. 

On the 5th of August, 1847, Colonel Fahnestock was united in marriage to 
Miss Sarah E. Doane, a native of Massachusetts, where her birth occurred in 
1830. They became the parents of six children, five of whom are still living, 
namely, Charles, Alphonso, Frank, John and Mary. Colonel Fahnestock is at 
the present time actively interested in the work of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. He belongs to Timber Post, No. 432, G. A. R., and was the first post 
commander of that organization and was subsequently reelected to this position 
several times. H e  has always been a republican in politics and in 1866 served 
one term as treasurer of Peoria county. He is a Royal Arch Mason and has 
always been prominent in the affairs of that organization. H e  is today one of 
the foremost merchants of Glasford, Illinois, where his well known principles of 
strict integrity and upright methods have gained him his success. 

CHARLES S. DE GRAFF. 

Charles S. De Graff is a well known and highly esteemed citizen of Peoria, 
who is now serving on the school board of the city and at the same time is con- 
ducting a printing establishn~ent as publisher and editor of the Afasonic Sews, 
in connection with which he operates a job printing department. His place of 
business is at the corner of North Adams and Eaton streets and his identification 
with the printing interests of the city dates from 1897, at which time he re- 
moved to Peoria from Tazewell county. H e  was born upon a farm in Hardin 
county, Iowa, February 23, 1864, and is a son of Hiram De Grafi. In his boy- 1 
hood he entered the public schools and when not busy with his text-books he 
worked in the fields, being reared upon the home farm in the usual manner of 
lads of the period. The task of plowing, planting and harvesting early became 
familiar to him and through this means he learned the value of industry .and 
persistency. H e  did not desire to make agricultural pursuits his life work, how- 
ever and, leaving the farm, went to Bloomington, Illinois, where he learned 
the job printing business. In fact, he acquainted himself with the various 
branches of the printer's trade and, working his way upward in that connection, 
eventually became proprietor and editor of the Tremont Sun, which he published 
at Tremont, Tazewell county, for about seven years. On the expiration of that 
period he disposed of his paper there and in 1897 came to Peoria. Here he es- 
tablished a job printing office, which he has since conducted, although he has 
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extended the scope of his activities to include the publication of the Rlasonic 
News, of which he is also the editor. H e  entered upon active connection with 
that paper in November, 1899, and has made it one of the most interesting and 
widely read magazines of the craft. 

Mr. De Graff is pleasantly situated in his home life, having been married to 
fi4iss Ella W. Funson, of Bloomington, Illinois. They have become the parents 
of four children, three sons and a daughter, namely, Frank, Alvin, Louis and 
Elsie May. The father is a member of the Modern Woodmen camp and of the 
Fraternal Reserves, and his Masonic relations are with Peoria Lodge, No. IS.  
He is in hearty sympathy with the teachings of the order and has made the Ma- 
sonic News of widespread interest to the brethren of the fraternity. In the 
development of this paper he has shown excellent business ability, increasing its 
zirculation until it now has five thousand subscribers. The paper is published 
monthly and is devoted to  the interests of the craft and to Masonic news in 
general. Mr. De Graff is a member of Grace Presbyterian church, in which he 
is serving as one of the trustees, and his deep interest in the welfare of the city 
is further indicated in the fact that he is a member of the Peoria school board, 
in which connection he exercises his official prerogatives in support of many 
plans and projects toward improving the school system and advancing its 
standard. Indeed, his influence is always on the side of material, social, intel- 
lectual and moral development and his position upon any vital or  significant 
question is never an equivocal'one. 

I It is an undoubted fact that the future of any city rests upon the ability 
and capacity of its young business and professional men. The bar of Peoria 
has been noted for many years for the eminence of its members, and the men 
who were the great and active lawyers of yesterday have transferred their , 

/ traditions of personal and professional success to the generation of today. In  
no case is this more true than in that of Frank J. Quinn, one of Peoria's best I linown and most widely popular attorneys. His father, Michael C. Quinn, now 
retired, was a leading attorney in this city for many years, and by his hard 
work attained many noteworthy achievements. The son is following success- 
tully in the footsteps of his distinguished father. 

Frank J. Quinn was born in Chicago, January 23, 1866. His parents were 
Michael C. and Nary (Hurley) Quinn, both natives of Ireland. Michael C. 
Quinn was born in that country in 1840, and came to America when only a 
child, receiving his education in the schools of Holyoke, 34assachusetts. He 
came to Peoria in 1867, after a short residence in Chicago, and is living at 
602 North Madison avenue, this city. Michael C. Quinn has been prominent 
in local affairs. H e  was for many years a member of the Peoria city coun;il. 
and also of the school board. He served two terms in the Illinois house of 
representatives, and was also for  several years city attorney of Peoria. H e  
practiced law in conjunction with Hon. S. D. Puterbaugh, John S. Lee and 
Daniel R. Sheen. Later he was associated with his son. Frank J. Quinn in 
the practice of his profession. 

Frank J. Quinn received his early education in the German ward and high 
schools of Peoria, and acquired his B. A. degree a t  St. Viateur's College at 
Rourbonnais Grove, Illinois. Upon his graduation he spent some time as a 
reporter on various Peoria newspapers. H e  was admitted to the bar in 1892, 
and spent the years between 1893 and 1897 as assistant to Richard J. Cooney, 
then states attorney of Peoria county. Since that time. he has been engaged 
in the general practice of law in Peoria as a meillher of the law firm of Quinn, 
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Quinn 8i McGrath. Mr. Quinn is possessed of a mind capable of grasping 
the most intricate details of a case, and of apprehending at once its vita! points, 
H e  has a breadth of vision and a soundness of judgment found only in con- 
junction with extraordinary talent. I-Iis most prominent characteristic, how- 
ever, is his gift of oratory. Possessed of a commanding presence, a clear, 
beautiful, and well modulated voice, a logical and clearly defined train of 
thought, and a command of the English language which finds its outlet in lumi- 
nous and beautiful words, Mr. Quinn has gained for himself more than a local 
reputation as an orator. His gift has won more than once a case for him in the 
course of his legal career, and his inherent Celtic qualities of enthusiasm and 
abounding vitality are valuable assets to him in his professional life. Mr. 
Quinn talces a great interest in the cause of education and was for several 
years a member of the Peoria school board and a director of the Peoria public 
library. He belongs to several fraternal insurance organizations, is a promi- 
nent Knight of Columbus, a member of the Creve Coeur Club, and connected 
with the Peoria Association of Commerce. Politically, he is a loyal democrat, 
voting always with th8.t party, and believing firmly in the principles for which 
it stands. His opinions are solicited and heeded in local and state politics and 
his name has been mentioned as a democratic possibility for governor of Illi- 
nois. 

Frank J. Quinn was married in Peoria, August 22, 1893, to Miss Jennie 
McAvoy of this city, and their married life has been a happy one. Mr. Quinn 
has long been recognized as one of the most promising and rising professional 
men of Peoria, a man of high ideals, native intelligence and broad capacity, 
who has done much in the course of his career to raise the standard of legal 
attainment to a higher plane-beyond commercialism. 

GEORGE IV. BLACK. 

George PV. Black, an able young attorney, conducting a general law practice 
with offices at No. 1116 Jefferson building since January I, 1908, was born at 
Oakland, Illinois, June 23, 1882. His parents were \V. J. and Melissa D. Elack. 
The father was for many years a grocer at Oakland. He was a veteran of the 
Civil war, volunteering in 1861 when the war cloud arose, in the Fifty-fifth Illi- 
nois Infantry, with which he served for three years. His death occurred in 
Noveml~er, 1904, when he was sixty-five years of age, while the mother passed 
away August 18, 1900, at the age of fifty-four years. Both are buried in Rose- 
dale cemetery at Oakland. On the paternal side the family is of Scotch-Irish 
origin, while the maternal ancestors for centuries lived in TJirginia. where they 
were plantation owners. 

George W. Elaclc is indebted for his early education to the public scl~ools of 
Oakland and was graduated from the high school in the class of 1899. H e  then 
entered the University of Illinois at Champaign, graduating from that institu- 
tion in 1903 with the degree of A. B. Being in need of means with which to 
continue his education he had previous to this time taught in the high school at 
Oakland. Following his graduation from the University of Illinois he became 
principal of the Monticello high school, a position which he filled for two years 
with distinction to himself and satisfaction to the board of education. Having 
conceived a well defined taste for the law, he entered the law department of the 
University of Chicago, where he pursued his studies with unremitting energy, 
graduating in the class of 1908 with the degree of J. D. and also receiving tltc 
honorary title of "Cum Laude." Immediately after his graduation he began 
the practice of law in the city of Chicago, where he remained one year. Hav- 
ing been offered the position of assistant attorney for the Illinois Traction Com- 
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pany, he settled in Peoria and discharged the duties that devolved upon him it1 

tllat connection wit11 credit to himself and satisfaction to the company. In Jan- 
uary, 1911, he resigned his position for  the purpose of becoming a general prac- 
titioner of the law and as such he has met with gratifying success. He is a 

of the Peoria Ear Association and is active in his participation therein. 
The political allegiance of Mr. Black is given to the republican party, and in 

his fraternal connections he is a blue lodge Mason and also holds membership 
in the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. He has been very successful in 
the practice of his profession and he is not only popular with his associates o f ,  
the 1)ar but enjoys an excellent reputation as a lawyer and a citizen in the city 
and county of Peoria, where he is well known, 

GEORGE W. KATZING. 

George W. Katzing, who from his early youth has been engaged in the con- 
fectionary business in Peoria, is one of the city's native sons, his birth having 
occurred a t  809 Fourth street on the ad of December, 1859. His father, Louis 
Katzing, was born and reared in Berlin, Germany, whence he emigrated to 
the United States, locating in Peoria in 1845. This was some years prior to 
the advent of the first railroad and Rfr. Katzing found employment as engineer 
in the old still houses then in operation. Here he subsequently married 
Miss Elizabeth Schaffenberg, a native of Germany, and they became the parents 
of three children: George W., our subject; Mrs. Charles \Vegan, whose bus.- 
band is engaged in the insurance business in Detroit, Michigan; and Louise, I who is associated in business with her brother and presides over their attrac- 

1 tive home on Grand View drive. 
I The entire life of George W. Katzing has been passed in Peoria, in whose 

public schools he pursued his education to the age of eleven years. He then 
I laid aside his text-books and became errand boy for Fred Eynatton, the jeweler, 
, His duties there were quite varied and among other things lie was entrusted 
1 with the responsibility of winding the tower clocks on the old court house, 

Hale chapel and the Congregational church, the importance of which task he 
fully appreciated and enjoyed. H e  remained in the service of Mr. Eynatton 
for eighteen months, at the expiration of which time he severed his connection 
with the jewelry business and found employment in an ice cream plant. This 

1 occupation engaged his attention for several years, when he withdrew from 
it and for several months clerked in a dry-goods store, but at the expiration 
of that time again became identified with the ice cream and confectionary husi- 
ness. As this line appealed to him more strongly than anything else with which 
he had been connected, he decided to apply himself to the mastery of its 

I every detail and adopt it for his life vocation, appreciating the opportunities 
it afiorded financially. From early childhood he had been trained in habits 
of thrift and industry and as he was an anlbitious youth naturally he aspired 
to have an establishment of his own. With this thought as an inspiration 
he was stimulated to unusual efforts and ultimately acquired the means to 
engage in business for himself. I t  was necessary for him to begin in a small 
way but he possessed business sagacity, and realized that the best way to 
develop his enterprise was to offer a superior article at a moderate price. By 
this means he met with little difficulty in establishing a reputation and as his 
circumstances warranted enlarged his business. He has used intelligence in 

, the direction of his endeavors and has been rewarded with corresponding suc- 
1 cess. His is now one of the oldest and best established concerns of the kind 

in the city and lle enjoys an extensive patronage. He has a most attractive 
and finely equipped parlor at 326 Main street and numbers among his customers 
many of the best people of the town. 

V O ~ .  11-34 
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Neither Mr. Katzing or his sister have ever married and they have always 
made their home together and they are also associated in business. H e  has 
been very much interested in poultry for  many years and has at his horne 
some fine fowls in which he finds much enjoyment and talces great pride. 
Fraternally, Mr. Katzing is a member of the Knights of Pythias. H e  is a 
mail of many substantial qualities who is accorded the esteem and respect of 
a large circle of acquaintances. During the long period of his connectioll 
with the con~mercial interests of the city, he has always manifested the highest 
principles and strictest integrity in all of his transactions. H e  is in every 
sense of the word "self-made," as he has been practically self-supporting from 
the age of eleven years, his achievements being entirely attributable to his 
unceasing energy, practical ideas and sound judgment. 

'l'he well I~ I IOWII  manufacturer of Peoria, Stacy U. Hart, is president of 
the I iar t  Grain weigher Company and the I-lart Foundry Company. These 
iirnls have the distinction of employing more men and disbursing a greater 
amount of nloney ill wages than any other firm in the city of Peoria. The 
offices and ~vorks of the concerns of which he is president are located at KO. 
IOO Eaton street, where they have been maintained since the organization of 
the company in October, 1889. He was born in Deavertown, 1Iorgan county, 
Ohio, December 6. 1817, the son of James W. and Mary Hart. 

The early youth of Mr. IJart was passed in Ohio and his education was 
acquired in the schools of that state. In 1863 he came to Peoria and here the 
subject of this review continued his educational pursuits for a time. after which 
he began worliing for James Selby cYr Company, ~nanufacturers of corn-planting 
tnachlnery. I-le remained with that firm for fourteen years, attaining great 
proficiency in the work and showing such skill that by the time he was twenty 
years old lie had charge of practically the entire factory. I-Ie has shown great 
executive al~ility in the handling of business and nlen, a i d  today is at the head 
of the largest factory in the city. 

On the 4th of January. 1865, Xlr. Hart volunteered as a soldier in the Fed- 
eral army for service in the Civil war. H e  served under A. J. Smith, nlajor 
general of the Sixteenth United States army corps, and was at the siege and 
c a p t ~ ~ r e  of the Spanis11 Fort. the principal defense of Mohile. which fort was 
the last stronghold of the Confederacy. I-Ie marched from there to Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, where he spent the remainder of the time he served In 
patrol tluty. He was honorably mustered out of service at the espiration of 
his time of service. 

The inventive genius of Mr. Hart  has been one of his nlost valuable assets. 
In  the fall of 1878 he invented a grain drill which he ilamed the Union dril!, 
and formed a partnership with Frank Hitchcock, who for twelve years was 
sheriff of Peoria county, embarlcing in the business of manufacturing the 
machinery which he had invented. This association was continued until 1886, 
when, on account of a fire which destroyed the plant and embarassed the man- 
ufacturers, the concern was sold to Selby Starr & Company, which firm 1 ~ 2 s  
later succeeded by the Peoria Drill & Seeder Company. His next example 
of creative genius was the invention of a grain weigher for threshing machinery 
and upon perfecting his invention he was successful in organizing a company 
for its manufacture, he being the president of the concern. The business has 
grown rapidly, three hundred men being now employed in the works which 
occupy practically an entire block of land. In order to meet the constantly 
increasing demand for the plant's output, plans are now being matured for a 
material increase in the producing capacity of the works. 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 753 

AIr. Hart  is a republican and has served as a member of the city council. 
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, belonging to the consistorv and 
~llrine, and he also holtls membership relations in the Royal ilrcanu~il and 

, the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. Socially he is a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic and the Creve Coeur Club. I t  falls to the lot 
09 few business men to have had a more varied career than that of Stacy 
B. Hart, who is a living example of what may be accomplished by a wide-awake 
business man of ability in this great republic. Catastrophe did not dautit his 
courage but with persistence and skill, after suffering losses which would have 
discouraged the ordinary man he recouped his fortune by creating the greatest 
rnanuiacturing business at present in Peoria. Although his name is a house- 
hold word in Peoria and Peoria county his acquaintance and reputatioti are 
not confinecl by county lines but extend to all parts of the grain-producing 

of the United States and Canada. 

ROBERT H. STOUT. 

Iiobert 11. Stout is the superintendent of the l'eoria division of the l'ru- 
dential Insurance Company in which executive power and adtninistrative ability 
are brought into play in the conduct of a business which is growing in volume 
and im!~ortance. I-Ie has been a resident of Peoria for only five years but is 
well established as a representative business man of this city. I-Ie was born in 
Georgetown, Crown county, Ohio, September 16. 1869, and is a son of Patton 
and hlalincla (Tucker) Stout, \\rho were farming people. The son was reared 
in Georgetown and attended the local schools. Througl~out his entire life, 
since the completion of his education, he has bcen connected urith insurance 
interests and his advanceinetlt in this connection is due to his individual merit 
and fidelity to duty. T-Ie started in insurance circles as a solicitor with the 
Prudential Insurance Company of America, 11,hic11 he has representetl for 
eighteen years. He was appointed assistant superintendent of Cincinnati in 
1894. and in 1901 was advanced to the position of superintendent of the Cin- 
cinnati district over which he had charge until rgo7. In  that year he was 
transferred to Covington, where he remained until September, 1907, \vhen he 
came to Peoria. As superintendent at this place he has nine assistants under 
liinl and forty seven agents. Of his assistants four are located in Peoria, one 
in Canton, one in Peliin, two in l3urlington and one in Champaign, Illinois. 
Since lnaliirlg his initial step in the business world he has tl~orougl~ly familiar- 
ized himself with every phase of the insurance business and has by reason of his 
ability and trustworthiness been advanced to a position of prominence. I t  is 
undenial~le that life insurance is playing an important part in human affairs 
today. As a mediunl for thrift and an investment furnishing protection to the 
family it stands alone. =Is the safeguard of lnillions of homes it lias done 
much to tide fanlilies over an hour of adversity. The Trade Journal wrote: 
"In this great work humanity is doing for itself through the medium of life 
insurance no company stands more firmly entrenched in the public mind than 
the Prudential Insuratlce Company of America, the company with the 'strength 
of Gibraltar.' Established only thirty-six years ago the Prudential is today 
the living embodiment of a great success won through enterprising business 
methods, liberality to policy holders, a strong reliable brand of life insurance 
and fair dealins to all. The Prudentiai today has offices in nearly every city 
of importance In the United States and Canada. It  entered Illinois in 1886 
and commenced operations in Peoria in 1888. The company's business in the 
Peoria district compares favorably in proportion to size to that of ally other 
district of Illinois. The Prudential met with success in this field from tl:e 
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first. The business which the Prudential had in force here at the end of the 
first year amounted to eight hundred and forty-five policies for sevetlty-three 
thousand dollars life insurance, Now the company has over fifty-two thousand 
policies in this territory on a population in Peoria and nearby towns of about 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand. The total amount of insurance in 
force in this district is over six and one-half million dollars. The Prudential 
has its office in Peoria in the Masonic Temple building, in charge of Superin- 
tendent Robert H. Stout, with a staff of  nine assistant superintendents and 
forty-seven agents. The territory covered by Peoria agents includes Peoria, 
Eloomington, Canton, Pekin, Champaign and adjacent towns. Superintendent 
Stout has been in the Prudential's service for eighteen years and was formerly 
in Covington, Kentucky. H e  has with him ten members of the Prttdential 
Old Guard, which means these men have been with the company for  five years 
or more. H e  succeeded Superintendent J. H. Monteith in September, 1909, 
Mr. Monteith having been promoted to division manager in the home office at 
Newark, New Jersey. The total payments to policy holders in the Peoria 
district since the company started business here amounts to over one-half mil- 
lion dollars. The Prudential issues a great variety of life and endowment 
policies and was the first company to successfully introduce a monthly income 
policy by which a wife receives a stipulated, guaranteed monthly income after 
the death of her husband. The Prudential has over ten million policies in 
force in the entire United States and Canada and was the first company to 
introduce industrial life insurance in America." 

I11 1894, in Cincinnati, Ohio, R4r. Stout was united in marriage to Miss 
Edith Gertrude Thompson, of Ripley, Ohio, and unto them have been born 
three children, Ethel, Lillian Marie and Edith G. During their residence in 
Peoria they have become firmly entrenched socially as well as in business circles, 
the hospitality of many of the best homes of the city being cordially extended 
them. While Mr. Stout is preemnently a business man he is not neglectful of 
his obligatiorls ir, other directions and where the welfare and interests of the 
city are involved he always cooperates heartily on the side of progress, reform 
and improvement. 

WILLIAM S. PARRY 

For thirty years Jliilliam S. Parry has been associated with Clarlce Brothers 
& Company, distillers and blenders, of Peoria, of which he is now the secretary 
and treasurer. He entered the employ of the company when a youth of seven- 
reen years and gradually worked his way upward through intermediate pos~tioris 
until on the incorporation of the business in 1899 he was chosen to his present 
office. Even then he was but thirty-five years of age. H e  was born in this city 
on July 8, 1864, a son of Stephen Parry, who a t  one time was a well known, 
active and successful contractor here. In his youthful days the son, after he 
put aside his text-books, became connected with Clarke Brothers & Company, to 
the interests of which he has devoted the greater part of his time and attention 
to the present day. He thoroughly acquainted hitnself with the business as he 
worked up through successive positions and year by year his responsibilities and 
duties increased until, when papers of incorporation were taken out, he was 
namecl as secretary and treasurer of the company. IVhat this means may be 
determined somewhat in the fact that this is the largest exclusive distillery of 
whiskey in the world. Their business is one of notable magnitude, the output 
covering a very wide territory. The plant is splendidly equipped with all up-to- 
date improvements and the processes of manufacture are of the most modern 
kind. The house has always held to a high standard concerning the excellence 
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of its product and its business methods conform to strictly honorable trade rela- 
tions. 

In 1892 Mr. Parry was united in marriage to Miss Agnes Stevenson, of 
~~cksonville, Illinois. H e  is exceptionally well known in Masonic circles and has 
taken all of the degrees of the York and Scottish Rites except the thirty-third 
degree. H e  is now a Knight Templar, a member of the Consistory and also a 
rnernber of the Mystic Shrine and he has held all of the offices in the various 
branches of Masonry, serving as thrice illustrious master of the council, as high 
Pi-jest of the chapter, as eminent commander of the commandery and as M. P. 
sovereign of Red Cross lodge of Constantine. H e  is also a trustee of Mohammed 
Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He belongs likewise to the Knights of Pythias 
lodge, in which he has served as master of exchequer. H e  belongs 'to the Creve 
Coeur Club and the Peoria Country Club and he has a beautiful home at Mo. 60.1 
Moss avenue, which is the most beautiful and exclusive street in Peoria. To 
start out con~paratively empty-handed and worlc upward to a position among 
the most successful business men of the city requires qualifications of a superior 
ortler, ant1 yet his ability is such as any man may cultivate; his career, therefore. 
serving as a source of inspiration to those who desire to attain success. 

HON. L. 0. EAGLETON. 

Strong purpose and laudable ambition actuated the life of Hon. L. 0. 
Eagleton at the outset of his career, as was marlifest in his efforts to secure 
an education and prepare himself for the prominent position to which he has 
attained as an attorney at law. Since entering upon actlve practice his prog- 
ress has been continuous and he is now accounted one of the foremost repre- 
sentatives of the Peoria bar. I-Ie has practiced in this city since 1897, includ- 
ing four years' service as probate judge. He was born upon a farm in Jasper 
county, Illinois, February 22, 1868, his parents being LVilliam and Sarah (I<ern) 
Eagleton. The father was a farmer and large stocli buyer, raiser and shipper, 
his operations in that line exceeding those of any other resident of that part 
of the state. H e  died in 1576 but the mother is still living. 

Upon the home farm the Hon. L. 0. Eagleton was reared, with the usual 
experiences of the farm boy who divides his tirile between the acquiren~ent 
of an education in the district schools, the pleasures of the playground and 
the work of the fields. In early manhood he took up the profession of teach- 
ing, which he followed for three years, first having charge of a rural school, 
afterward becoming a village school teacher and later securing the position of 
principal of the school at Enfield, White county, Illinois, where he remained 
Tor a year, In the fall of 1891, with four other young men from Jasper county. 
he entered the McICendree College, at Lebanon, Illinois, and during their col- 
lege days they "batched" and practiced strict econoilly in order to make their 
way through school. In the summer of 1893 Mr. Eagleton sold school supplies 
in order to pay his way through college the succeeding year. H e  conlpleted 
his Course in McKendree in the class of 1894, winning the Bachelor of Science 
degree and then with the same determination that had made him master his 
course, he entered upon the study of law a t  the Northwestern Law School, 
through which he worked his way. graduating therefrom in the class of 1897. 
Ile then returned to Peoria with Frank Fulton, a fellow classmate at the 
Northwestern, and they entered into a partnership which continued for a year. 
Mr. Eagleton afterward practiced alone for a time but is now senior partner 
of the law firm of Eagleton & Stone, his associate being Hon. Claud U. Stone, 
member of congress. The firm is accorded a large and distinctively represen- 
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tative clientage and their work before the courts has been of a most important 
cnaracter. 

Mr. Eagieton has continually proven his ability to cope with the intricate 
problems of the law, to correctly analyze his case and to arrive at sound and 
logical deductions and conclusions. In 1906 he was elected to the office of 
probate judge on the democratic ticket, at which time Colonel James M. Rice, 
the editor of this volume, was a candidate for the same office before the pri- 
maries. At that time Judge Eagleton and Colonel Rice were occupying the 
same suite of rooms in the old Young Men's Christian Association b ~ ~ i l d i n ~ ,  
where Colonel Rice still has his offices. During their entire campaign, in which 
they were political opponents but warm professional and personal friends, they 
used the same office and employed the services of the same stenographer-a 
notable example of broad-mindedness, transcending all mere difference of opin- 
ion, each with a recognition of the individual worth of the other. Judge 31. M. 
Bassett became the nominee of the republican party. He had served the people 
as state senator .and was a probate judge and a candidate for reelection. Tudge 
Eagleton was elected although the county was normally about two thousand 
republican. H e  continued to preside over the probate court for four years, 
his term expiring in December, 1910, when he resumed the practice of law 
and has since been recognized as one of the foremost representatives of the 
Peoria bar. 

In 1894 Mr. Eagleton was united in marriage to Miss Minnie Pierce, a ,  
daughter of the Rev. B. R. Pierce, a Methodist Episcopal minister, who for 
twelve years was a presiding elder in southern Illinois and is now deceased. 
The four children of this marriage are Benjamin Pierce, William, Lee and 
Clifford Eagleton. 

In his political views Judge Eagleton has always been an earnest democrat 
and a stanch s~~ppor te r  of the principles of the party. However, he was elected 
and served as supervisor from Richwood township from 1900 until 1902, but 
with this exception he has never held political office outside the strict path of 
his profession. Fraternally he is connected with the Masons, the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Modern JVoodmen of 
America and the Mystic Vrorliers of the World. He has filled all of the chairs 
in the local lodge of the Knights of Pythias and is a member of the grand lodge 
of the state. His religious faith is indicated in his membership in the Arcadia 
Presbyterian church. Wherever known he is held in high regard and nlost 
of all where he is best known. H e  is a broad and liberal-minded man of liigh 
purposes and principles and his innate ability of character has gained for 
l l in~ the honor and respect of all with whom he has come in contact, while 
his ability has won for him distinction as a member of the bar. 

H.  L. LEIBROCK. 

A m o ~ ~ g  the prosperous farmers of Rosefield township is numbered H. L. 
l,eibrock, who was born in Ohio, July 12, 1868. He was fifth in order of birth 
in a family of eleven children of Daniel and Christina (Guenowine) Leibrock. 
When only eleven years of age H. L. Leibrock left home and was employed 
on a farm until he was fifteen years of age. He then learned the plastering 
trade, which he followed for seventeen years after his removal to Illinois.' In 
1901 he rented eighty acres in Limestone township and engaged for one year 
in farming the same. In  1 9 2  he rented in Logan township one hundred and 
sixty acres, which he farmed for five years and then, in 1907, he purchased 
his present farm of one hundred acres,. which is located on section 33 of Rose- 
field township. He engages extensively in raising grain and stock, making a 
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:pecialty of full-blooded Duroc Jersey hogs. He has been dealing in this breed 
of stock for the past two years and now has on hand one hundred and ten 
of the same. 

On the 1st of March, 1900, Mr. Leibrock was united in marriage with Miss 
Lydia McElroy, who was a daughter of Daniel and Jane McElroy, of Lime- 
stone township. In politics Mr. Leibrock gives his allegiance to the republican 
party, and fraternally he is identified with the h4odern Woodmen of America. 
He is a zealous member of the Presbyterian church and follows faithfully its 
teachings. Being greatly interested in all measures that tend to educational 
advance~nent, he is now efficiently serving as scl~ool director. He is energetic 
and progressive, considerate of his associates, a11d is esteeilled and honored by 
all who know him. 

Frederick L. Reitz is vice president and general manager of the firm of C. 
E. Wheelock & Company, wholesale and retail dealers in crockery, glassware, 
queeilsware and the accessories commonly handled with this line. This is the 
largest concern of its kind in Peoria. Mr. Reitz is also vice president of the 
Best hlanufacturing Company of Peoria, who specialize in stairs and indoor 
woodwork. He is likewise vice president of the firm of Sprouse & Company, 
Inc., of Tacoma, Washington, importers of specialties, and is a stockholder in 
the Illinois National Bank of Peoria. Mr. Reitz was born in Germany, Janu- 
ary 6, 1869, a son of Nicholas and Emma Reitz, and his education was studiously 
gained in the schools of the city of Berlin. By close application to work, which 
has since characterized his business pursuits, he completed the prescribed studies 
jn those excellent scliools when little more than twelve years of age and the11 
came with his parents to the United States, the family home being established 
in Peoria, Illinois. Blr. Reitz has been a resident of this city since 1882. Arriv- 
ing in the new world, he at once entered the employ of Peoria's pioneer crockery 
firnl, 1). F. Schelly S: Son. When he had been three years with that firin the 
concern went out of business and he accepted a position as salesman for the 
hliller Grothers' crockery house, a wholesale and retail establishn~ent on Main 
street, I'eoria. The year after Mr. Reitz began worliing for Miller Brothers, he 
purchased the entire business and for one year conducted it along former lines 
untler his onra name. One year later, honrever, in order to meet the growing 
demands created by Mr. Reitz' business ability and successful cominercial meth- 
ods, the business was enlarged and incorporated, our subjcct beconling the vice 
president of the company. Upon the death of C. E. Wheelocli, ~vhose name 
the present corporation now retains, Mr. Reitz became active nlanager of the 
\vholesale department, a position which his early training and careft11 attention 
to all details of the business fitted him to occupy most successfully and \vhicl~ 
he has since filled with much credit to himself and profit to his company. In 
his present capacity as buyer and manager he n~akes frequent trips to Europe, 
searching the marbets of the old world and selecting and buying carefully in 
order to meet the exacting demands made upon the company by a large number 
of dealers throughout the country. His cooperation has been sought in the 
management of other important enterprises and at the present time he acts as 
vice president of both the Best Blanufacturing Company of Peoria and the 
firm of Sprouse 8. Company in Tacoma, IVashington. 

Mr. Reitz was married to Miss lfaggie Bachelet, of Louisville, Kentt~cky. 
To  them was born a daughter, Marguerite. ivho is the wife of Charles Torthat, 
of Peoria. Mr. Reitz is a member of the hfasonic fraternity, belotlging to all 
the various departments of that ancient and honorable order He is also a 
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member of the Creve Coeur Club of Peoria and has always taken great interest 
in the Turn Verein of this city. The life, business and social achievements of 
Mr. Reitz comprise a long chapter of successes, he being a living exemplifica- 
tion of what intelligence, application and economy will do for a young man 
who is dependent upon his own resources in the building up of a name and 
fortune. His achievements came not by chance but were earned by brain and 
the sweat of brow in the hard school of life and experience, and his present 
enviable station in life may be profitably emulated by any of the present gen- 
eration. 

ELOF E. OLSON. 

Elof E.  Olson who, since October, 1909, has been engaged in the general 
merchandise business in Hanna City, was born iri Sweden, Rilarch 28, 1871, 
His parents were Ola and Hannah (Anders) Eskelson, both of whom were 
natives of Sweden, the father dying there November 20, 1878. The mother ac- 
companied her son, Elof E. of this review, to America in 1888 and located in 
Elt~lwood township where she clied Decemher 23. 1899, at'the age of seventy- 
two. In her family were nine children of whom Elof E. is the youngest. k 

Elof E. Olson was reared and educated in Sweden, and upon coming to 
America in 1888 he located in Elmwood township where he purchased in 1896 
a tract of five acres of land, and the following year bought an adjoining five 
acres, the next year, forty acres and in 1909, ten acres. H e  resided on the 
farm until 1905 when selling it he purchased in Trivoli township eighty acres 
which in 1908 he sold and then bought one hundred and sixty acres in Elm- 
wood township three miles north of Trivoli. In October, 1909, he removed to 
I-Ianna City where he engaged in the general merchandise business and is nolrl 
successfully conducting the same. He still owns his farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres in Elmwood township besides having some interest in property in 
Hani~a  City. On the 16th of August, 1911, Mr. Olson was united in marriage 
to bliss Tracy Molchin of Hanna City. 

Mr. Olson is thrifty, energetic, and has been very successful in the country 
he has chosen to make his home. While directly connected with the farming 
interests he steadily advanced in a financial way, and upon turning his attention 
to the general merchandise business he is meeting with equal success. 

GEORGE -4SXI-IEI, \VlLSOS, 31. D. 

In all of his life history Dr. George Asahel Wilson's position was never an 
equivocal one and he probably never weighed an act of his life in the scale of 
policy; with him it was a question of right and principle and his support of 
any public or  private measure indicated his belief in the value and righteous- 
ness of the case. As a physician, as a lawyer and as a public official he there- 
fore made a most creditable record and among the veterans of the Civil war 
residing in this part of the state none were held in higher regard than Dr. 
George A. Wilson. The birth of Mr. IVilson occurred upon the old home 
farm in Tazewell county, Illinois, on December 9, 1840. H e  was a repre- 
sentative of one of the honored pioneer families in this state. His parents, 
Jacob and Emily (Donahoe) Wilson, were among the earliest settlers of this 
part of the state, having about 1823 or 1824 become residents of what is now 
Fond du Lac township, Tazewell county. For a considerable period, however, 
that district was embraced within the borders of Peoria county, but when the 
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new county of Peoria was organized Jacob Wilson was appointed by Governor 
Coles one of the first justices of the peace, and on the 22d of March, 1825, he 

the first marriage ceremony in the new county, the participating 
being William Blanchard and Betsey Donahoe, the latter a sister of 

Emily Donahoe, who in December of the same year became the wife of Jacob 
Wilson. The young couple began their domestic life on a farm at the foot 
of the bluff just opposite the site of  the present village of Averyville. For 
forty-four years they resided there and with the agricultural development of 
the county Mr. Wilson was closely and prominently identified. Success at- 
tended his eEorts and he and his father-in-law, Major Donahoe, were for many 
years numbered with those who paid the largest zmount of taxes in their part 
of the county. They were zealous in the upbuilding and development of their 
success, and prosperity attended them. As soon as the public lands were 

upon the market Mr. Wilson had secured a half section which with the 
increase in population grew rapidly in value, his holdings being also greatly pro- 
lnoted in value by the many substantial inlproveinents placed thereon. With 
tile further division of the state into counties the district in which the Wilson 
family lived became a part of Tazewell county, but because of their proximity 
to the village of Peoria they continued to maintain a very close relation with 
its people. They were lcnown as prominent and devoted members of the Aleth- 
odist church and services a t  their home were frequently attended by Peoria 
residents of the same denominational faith. They always entertained the min- 
isters who visited this section and at times several of them would meet in Mr. 
Wilson's home. H e  built the first church in that settlement located at what 
is now the intersection of the Pekin and Spring Cay road with that leading to 
hletamora. He also furnished and hauled the rafters for the first Methodist 
church erected in Peoria. I n  fact he did everything in his power to advance 
the work of the chruch and promote the spiritual development of the coin- 
nlunity in ~vI1ic1-1 he lived. His labors were indeed an essential and valuable 
element in the early upbuilding of the county and no pioneer settler is more 
worthy of praise than this illan \\rho, reared upon the frontier. was always 
loyal to the interests of his honle locality and did everything in his power to 
pronlote the higher civilization here. His long, useful and honorable life was 
closed in cleat11 on the 15th of September, 1869, while his widow long survived 
him, dying on the 25th of  Sovember. 1585. They reared a large family and 
two of tbeir sons, Joseph F. and George A., became soldiers of the Union 
army in the Civil war, while a third son, Robert T., became a sutler and was 
killed in an attack by guerrillas near Helena. Arkansas, on the llississippi river. 
In the engagement of Fort Donelson Joseph Urilson was severely wounded, 
causing the loss of nearly the whole of his lower jaw bone. I t  was only 
through the heroic efforts of his brother, George, that he was rescued form the 
perilous condition and brought to his home, where through skillful treatment 
his life was saved. Joseph F. Wilson was a lawyer by profession but by reason 
of the injury he sustained was totally disabled from continuing in practice 
and was therefore given importantr positions in the government service at 
Washington, which he creditably filled to the time of his death, on the 4th 
of January, 1898. 

Farill life early became familiar to George A. Wilson, whose youthful days 
were spent on the old homestead while his early education was acquired in the 
local schools. With a desire to enter upon a professional career he subsequently 
became a student in the senior preparatory department of Eureka College in 
September, 1856, there pursuing his studies for two years. H e  was a mem- 
ber of the same class as the Rev. B. J. Radford, D. D., now president of the 
college; Hon.. Jonathan H .  Rowell. late member of congress, and Charles P. 
Taggart, at one time county superintendent of schools of Peoria county. Dr. 
Wilson did not graduate from that institution but left there in June, 1858, 
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to enter upoil the study of medicine in the office of Drs. John D. Arnold and 
Clark D. Rankin, of Peoria. H e  afterward matriculated in Rush Medical Col. 
lege of Chicago, attending lectures there until about the time of the outbreak 
of the Civil war, when, within a short period of his expected graduation, he 
abandoned his studies and joined the Union forces. On the 25th of May, 
1861, he became a private of Company G, Seventeenth Regiment, Illinois Val- 
unteer Infantry, under the command of Colonel Leonard F. Ross. The corn- 
yany in which he enlisted was made up largely of  volunteers from woodford 
and Tazewell counties, with many of whom he had become acquainted at 0, 

near Eureka, including Captain Otis A. Burgess and the first lieutenant, Jona- 
than I-I. Rowell, who were his intinlate friends. 

Dr. Wilson was soon thereafter assigned to duty in the regimental hospital 
where he gained much valuable experience. After more than a year's service 
in that capacity he was appointed first assistant surgeon in the Fourteenth 
Regiment of Illinois Cavalry, then recruiting at Peoria, under the command 
of Colonel Horace Capron. Dr. Wilson was mustered in with that regiment 
January 7, 1863. H e  was with the Seventeenth Regiment in the hotly con- 
tested engagement at Fredericktown, Missouri, on October 21, 1861, his com- 
nland being in the lead there. H e  was also at Fort Donelson where his brother 
was so desperately urounderl, and in the battle of Shiloh, where the regiment did 
much to save Grant's army from disaster on tlle first day of that memorable 
contest. While with the Fourteenth Cavalry he acconlpanied his regiment in 
all of its weary marches and raids until August 3, 1864, when, during Stone- 
man's raid in the vicinity of hlacon, Georgia, he was made prisoner and was 
confined at Macon and Charleston, South Carolina, until the last day of October, 
when he was exchanged. He remained at the front until it was an assured fact 
that victory ~rould  crown the Union arms and then resigned his office on the 
7th of April, 1865, his regiment, however, remaining a t  the front until the grst 
of July, following. 

After his return from the war Dr. Wilson entered again upon the study 
of meclicine and completed a course in Rush Medical College Ily gracluatioil 
with the class of 1866. I-Ie opened an office in Peoria and was not long in secur- 
ing a liheral practice, but political activity interfered with his service in the 
line of his profession. In 1868 he accepted the t:otnination of the denlocratic 
party for the office of circuit clerk of Peoria county and his election came in 
recognition of his ability and his character as a citizen and his patriotic devo- 
tion to his country, for the republican party was then in the ascendency in 
Peoria county and elected Judge Isaac Taylor, John D. JIcCltlre and John C. 
Yates, who were candidates for the offices of county treasurer, county clerk and 
judge of the county court, respectively. I-Iis conlrades in the Civil war, however, 
rallied to the support of Dr. Wilson and gave him a handsome majority. He 
made a capable incumbent in the office, his record being such that he had no 
difficulty in ~vinning a reelection at the close of his first term. Had he desired 
he might have had the noininatiotl for a third term but the holding of office 
for more than two terms heing then a vital cluestion in politics, upon which 
the democratic party had taken t l ~ e  negative side, he declined to again seek 
the nomination. H e  was 3 strong advocate of democratic principles. In this 
connection a contemporary biographer has written: "While talting the side of 
the war-democrats in support of the government in its efforts to suppress the 
rebellion, and having for four years rendered his personal services in the army, 
he never yielded up those principles of Jeffersonian democracy which he con- 
sidered essential to good government. H e  was in favor of maintaining state 
sovereignty so far as compatible with the preservation of the Union and against 
every tendency to centralization of power in the general government; he was 
opposed to all class legislation which would tend to build up one class of inter- 
ests to the detriment of another: he was opposed to the concentration of wealth 
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in the hands of banks and other corporations and in favor of a currency issued 
directly by the government and having a gold and silver basis; in short, he was 
an earnest advocate of all those measures which had, in former times, distin- 
pished the democrats from the old line whigs. H e  therefore earnestly sup- 
prted his party and endeavored by every means in his power to promote its 
success. When Grover Cleveland came to the front as a political factor, and 
long before he was nominated to the presidency Dr. IVilson was his ardent 

iLrhile filling the office of circuit clerk Dr. IVilson embraced his opportunity 
of studying law and in 1876 won admission to the bar. H e  entered upon prac- 
tice following his retirement from office and made a most creditable record 
as a capable, efficient and painstaking lawyer. He had become well established 
in practice when in 1885 President Cleveland appointed hi111 to the responsi- 
ble'position of collector of interal revenue for the fifth district of Illinois. This 
psition he fillet1 with great ability for four years, when the republican party 
came into power and he resigned, to be succeeded by one of the opposing party. 
He was practically too earnest and devoted a denlocrat for his own good, for 
he was t ~ i c e  induced to accept the nomination for congress when he knew 
that election was an impossibility. Kotwithstanding, he nras opposed on each 
occasion by popular candidates of the republican party he succeeded in mater- 
ially reducing their majorities, thus showing his political strength and his popu- 
larity. 

\Vhen he withdre~v from the office of collector of internal revenue Llr. IVil- 
son again tool\: up the practice of law, forming a partnership ~vith Dan F. Raum. 
He afterward practiced in connection with the Hon. Sabin D. Puterbaugh, for- 
merly circuit judge. H e  was later, however, made deputy collector of internal 
revenue under James \V. Hunter, following the reelection of Grover Cleve- 
land to the presidency. H e  continued in that position until impaired health . 
forced his retiremetlt. For several years prior to his demise his health gradually 
failed under the insidious ravages of a spinal complaint that was brought about 
through exposure ant1 injury during the svar. 

On the 21st of Febr~~ary ,  1876. Dr. IYilson was married to Miss Helen 
1 lfarr Hoskinson. a daughter of John I,. Hoskinson, an influential citizen of 

l[aconlb, Illinois. Dr. \fTilson was most devoted to his fanlily, finding his 
greatest delight in supplying them with all that could contribute to their welfare 
and happiness. I l r s .  \Vilson still remains a well known and proininent resident 
of Peoria. She is the secretary of the Peoria Historical Society, belongs to the 
Peoria Woman's Club and at her own beautiful home at S o .  105 Xorth lfonroe 
street dispenses a gracious and generous hospitality. 

Dr. iVilson became one of the organizers of Bryner Post, KO. 67. G. ,\.,R., 
and was its commander in 1882. Since his death the George -4. IVilson circle 
of the Ladies of the Grand Army of the 'Republic have honored hiill in thus 
naming their organization. 1;Vhen death called Dr. Wilson on the 6th of April, 
1900, his remains were carried to their last resting place by conlrades of Bry- 
ner Post. Of him it was written at the time of 111s death: "Probably no m311 
ever lived who more fully exhibited the true spirit of denlocracy in his daily life 
and conversation. At all times and in all places he was the same frank, courag- 
eous, open-handed gentleman. H e  recognized neither caste nor creed, age or 
condition. He saw only the man created free and equal with himself and entitled 
to the same consideration. The same kind consideration for his fellowmen 
1v11ich characterized his every-day life led him to discard the rigid doctrines held 
by the so-called orthodox churches and to unite with the Universalists. His life. 
public and private, political and domestic, was pure in an eminent degree and, 
although sometimes seemingly engulfed in the maelstrom of party politics he in- 
variably came out triumphant and without a smirch upon his character." Out 
of the struggle with sillall opportunities he had come finally into a field of broad 



768 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

activity and usefulness. The beauty of his better self lives on in the lives of 
those who came under his influence. He reached a ripe old age but although 
the frost of winter was on his head the flowers of spring were in his heart. 

Death often removes from our midst those whom we can ill afford to lose, 
Illen whose ability, strength of character and high purpose place then1 in a 
prominent and honorable position as leaders in the work of the comnlunity in 
which they live. Such was the record of David H. Proctor, and called from 
this life when but forty years of age, his death was the occasion of most deep 
and widespread regret. He had endeared himself to all who knew him by his 
attractive social qualities, by his business ability and integrity and by an up- 
right life that was actuated at all tinles 1,y most honorable purposes. I-Ie was 
born in Peoria, September 23, 1865, and passed away on the 10th of February, 
1906. He was a son of Ezekiel Allen and Enlily (Powell) Proctor, and a rep- 
resentative of one of Peoria's leading families. His paternal grandparents were 
John and Edna (Dean) Proctor, who carefully guided the education of their 
son, Ezekiel Allen, who was born in Henniker, New Hampshire, October j, 1819, 
and supplen~ented his public-school education by an academic training. H e  started 
westward in 1840, about the time he attained his majority, and after residing for 
brief periods in Cincinnati, Louisville and St. Louis proceeded by boat up the 
Illinois river to Letviston, Illinois, where for one term he engaged in teach- 
ing school. He then continued his journey to Peoria where he was joined 
by his brother, I .  Francis Proctor, and made permanent settlement. --It that 
day the city contained a population of about seven or eight hundrecl, was with- 
out railroad, ant1 stage coach and river transportation afforded the only con- 
nection with the outside world. The work of development and improvement 
seenled scarcely begun in this region. The wolves often made the night hid- 
eous with their howling, and it was no unusual sight to see deer upon the open 
prairie. AIr. Proctor, however, bravely faced the difficulties and dangers of 
pioneer life and gratlually worked his way upward in business circles. In  
rS43 he began the manufacture of agricultural implements, and the follo\ving 
year was joined by his brother, John C. Proctor, in a partnership which con- 
tinued until 1859. Success attended their efforts, and in later years Ezekiel 
Allen Proctor figured prominently in financial circles as one of the directors, 
ant1 afterward as president of the AIechanics' Sr hIerc11ants Bank of Peoria. 
He, later in life, retired from active business managelllent except for the super- 
vision he gave to his farming and stock-raising interests. H e  won success at 
the cost of earnest, self-denying labor and never at the sacrifice of others' inter- 
ests or opportunities. On the 18th of January, 1850, he wedded Miss Emily 
Powell of Long Ridge, AIarshall county, Illinois, and they became the parents 
of five sons, two dying in infancy, and three who reached middle age and died 
while in the prime of life with a brilliant future before them. 

David H. Proctor was a pupil in the public schools of Peoria until he reached 
the age of sixteen years when his desire to become a11 active factor in the busi- 
ness world led him to accept a position in the office of the J. C. Proctor Lumber 
Company, of  which his uncle was senior member. His original position was a 
clerical one, but his close application, enercy and ready adaptal~ility enabled 
him to gradually work his way upward until he was active in the management of 
the business. In 1895. on the death of his brother. he assumed complete charge 
of the business, which he conducted in a most capable and successful manner. 
He readily recognized and utilized his opportunities and combined seemingly 
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AUGUST J. REINAIANN. 

, 

I August J. Reinmann has progressed but a comparatively short distance on 
life's jotlrney, but, while a young man, he occupies a creditable and enviable 
position in business circles as the president and general manager of the Rein- 
man11 Brothers Company, successors to the Brown & Timberman ;\lanufacturing 
Company, manufacturers of bank and store fixtures at Nos. 115 to 119 North 
Washington streets, Peoria. He was born in this city, February 3, 1884, his 
parents being August and Lena (Decker) Reinrnann. The father is the secre- 
tary of the Reinmann Brothers Company and is a well known contractor and 
builder here, having been a resident of the city for more than a half century. 
Throughout much of this period his name has been a synonym not only for 
industry and sound judgment but also for honorable dealing in business circles. 

August J. Reinmann was reared in Peoria and attended the public schools, 
after which he learned the carpenter's trade under the direction of his father. 
In 1910 in connection with his brother, R. H. Reinmann, and his father. August 
Reinmann, he took over the business of the Brown & Timberman Manufactur- 
ing Company and in June, 191 I ,  this was reorganized under the present style. 
They do a general line of mill work and are manufacturers of interior finish- 
ing, store, office and bank fixtures. August J. Reinmann is the president and 
manager with his brother as treasurer and his father as secretary of the corn- 

diverse elements into a harmonious whole. He displayed notable tact in hand- 
ling men and situations, and guided the destinies of the business to a successful 

H e  was not only well known in the lumber trade, but had reached 
a position where his name was an honored one on all commercial paper. Just 
a month prior to his death he was elected a director of the First Kational Bank 
of Peoria, becoming one of the youngest bank directors of the city. He seemed 
in the very height of his powers and his manhood when death called him and 
cut short a career of  brilliancy and honor. 

On the 8th of October, 1895, Mr. Proctor had married Miss Emma 1-ouise 
Iclingel, a daughter of Christian and Anna M. (Schertz) Klingel, the father a 
native of Germany, while the mother was horn in Peoria. The former came 
to Americ,a in the early '30s, settling in Peoria where he was prominently 
known. Mr. and Mrs. Proctor became parents of a daughter, Edna Dean. Mr. 
Proctor was a man of excellent qualities, very sociable and congenial, possessing 
in a large nleasure those traits of character which win friendship and regard. 
He was fond of outdoor life and enjoyed all manly sports. H e  greatly en- 
joyed art, music and travel, and was a lover of all that is good and I~eautiful. 
His political allegiance was given to the republican party, and at no time did 
he neglect his duties of citizenship. H e  attended the Congregational church 
and found in its teachings many of the rules which governed his conduct. 
He held membership in the Creve Coeur Cluh, the Country Clul), the Duck 
Island Club 2.nd was also a member of the Peoria lodge of Elks, taking an 
active and helpful interest in the affairs of these different organizations. His 
life exemplified the truth of the Emersonian philosophy that "The way to win 
a friend is to be one." H e  appreciated the good in others and valued friend- 
ship highly; in fact all through his life he sought those influences which are 
elevating. I t  seems the natural order of things when an individual passes 
from life a t  old age, but when one is cut off in the prime of manhood the 
reason remains an unsolved mystery to those who are left behind. Yet. in a 
life record that covered only forty years, David H. Proctor accomplished 
more thar, many a man who reaches old age, and left behind him a memory 
that will he honored and cherished for years to come. 
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pany. In this co~ltlection he has become well established as a leading Jroung 
business man of this city. The enterprise which he now largely controls is one 
of  growing importance. The output finds favor with the public and the trade is 
increasing rapidly. 

Fraternally Mr. Reintnann is well known as a member of the Maccabees, 
H e  is greatly interested in the Young Men's Christian Association work and 
is assistant physical director of the association here. H e  recognizes the fact that 
in youth, the critical period in the life of a boy, he should be surrounded wit], 
the influences that call forth and direct his latent powers and energies in the 
best possible way and train his better nature to an appreciation and acceptance 
of high and honorable principles. I-Ie is thus putting forth effective and earnest 
effort to support and extend the worli of the Young Men's Christian iissociation 
and his labors in this line as in his business are proving very resultant. 

H E N R Y  I;. BRE1,IER. I 
Henry F. Bremer is the president and founder of The Central Stone Com- 

pany, nlanufacturers of building stone, which is one of the thriving and rapidly 
developing enterprises of Peoria. H e  was born a t  Ottawa, Illinois, on March 
,ZO, 1572, and is a son of Henry F. and Mary Bremer. The father, a native of Germany emigrated to the United States in 1857 and s~~bseqoently located in 
Illinois. I-Te was a stone cutter by trade and followed that occupation for many 
years both here and in Ottawa. When the Civil war broke out Henry F. Bremer 
enlisted in the Fifteenth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry and went to the front, 
where he remained until honorably discharged at the close of hostilities. He 
passed away on the 23d of December, 1901, and was laid to rest in Spring- 
dale cemetery, as was also the mother, whose death had occured in November, 
1900. 

I-lenry F. Cremer was only a child when his parents located in Peoria, and 
liere he has passed the greater part of his life. I-Ie was third in order of birth 
in a family of nine children. At the age of fourteen he left school and began 
his apprenticeship as a stone cutter, and has ever since been identified 1vit11 this 
line of work. From the time he was sisteen until he was thirty-four he worked 
3s a journeyman, his varied experience while so serving proving of incalculable 
assistance to him in his business career later. He was too ambitious, however, 
to continue to work on a salary, and recognizing an excellent opening here 
for an establishment such as he is now conducting he organized The Central 
Stone Company. This industry has thrived from its incipiency, its development 
being characterized by a marked and substantial progress that now nunlbers it 
among the stable and well organized activities of the city. Mr. Bren~er is both 
resourceful and sagacious and not only possesses the power to organize but to 
promote an undertaking and to his perseverance and determination of purpose 
must be attributed the prosperity that has attended his efforts. H e  is thor- 
oughly reliable and trustworthy and has established for himself a reputation that 
greatly helps to sell his products. 

At Princeton, this state, on the r6th of May, 1898, Mr. Eremer was united 
in nlarriage to RIiss Anna Rrunzel, a daughter of Frank and Lena Brunzel, 
farming people of Kansas. One son, Henry F., Jr., has been horn to Xlr. and 
Mrs. Bremer. 

Fraternally, Mr. Bremer is affiliated with the Independe~lt Order of Odd 
Fellows, and is a member of the Order of Ben Hur.  His political prerogatives 
he exercises in support of the men and measures of the republican party, but 
has never been connected with official life. I Ie  has always utilized his time to 
the best possible advantage and has grasped every opportunity honorably open 

I 
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to him for the advancement of his interests, finding his highest comlnendation 
jll the fact that such success as has attended his efforts is entirely attributable 
to his own endeavors. 

I RIARU DI-"IIELS HESEUERY. 

The battles of this world, its honors, its victories, its struggles, its triumphs, 
its rewards and its glories are for the men. The great industries, the spreading 
cominerce, the rising muaicipalities, the uphuildin< of cities, the conquering of 
the sea, the tilling of the land, the progress of nations, all militate to the honor 
and glory of the nlen who upraise them. And yet in the final analysis, the foun- 
dation of nations rests upon the wonlen. Our mothers make us what we are. 
The influence of a good and noble woman, living out a virtuous and sacrificial 
life in her l-ronle and among her people, is the leading and final factor in the fu- 
ture greatness of her sons. On its lofty and high-minded women, wives and 
Illothers of its future citizens the progress of America depends. 

X Ivoman of this type, one of the many Christian women about whom we 
hear too little, died in Peoria on March 13, 1912. RIrs. Mary Henebery was 
seventy-seven years of age at the time of her death, and was one of Peoria's most 
prominent, charitable and religious women. Her  life was an epitonle of all 
ivomanly virtue. For over half a century she lived wit11 her husband and chil- 
dren, a truly noble wife and mother. Her  influence extended into all the chari- 
table ant1 religious lnoveinents of her time, and many a humble woman, many a 
poor man, many a hungry child has cause to remem11er her boundless love and 
kindness. 

Sirs. Henel~ery was born in Ireland .in 1834. She remained in her native 
country until she was fiftecn years of age, receiving her early education there. 
In 1849 she came to America and ultimately to Peoria. At a very early age, she 
married 1Iathe1v EIenebery. one of Peoria's most pronli~lent and successful busi- 
ness men. The marriage of Mr. and klrs. Henebery nras ideal. No one can esti- 
mate the value and influence of such a woman to her l~usbatld and to  her chil- 
dren. The sons and daughters of Mrs. Henebery have to thank their mother for 
the memory of a happy and serene childhood, for a training in the Christian vir- 
tues which have made their lives better and more faithful, and for a beautiful 
and joyous home. The life of most women is con~prised in this; and failing this 
she fails all. Yet Mrs. Henebery added to this, a mind equal-to any emergency. 
a talent for business which she employed in the administration of her husband's 
cstate of over half a million dollars, which lie left to her in trust at the time of 
liis death. Her able administration of her fortune, her keen appreciation of busi- 

I iless facts, her strict justice, her sterling honesty, were among the most notable 
phases of her character. 14rs. Henebery left this legacy of spotless virtue, 
1)ounclless charity, and Christan motherhood to her cl~ildren, of whom seven are 
living, one son, Richard J. Henel~ery of this city, and six daughters: Mrs. E. J. 
Cashin of Peoria; Mrs. Samuel Cummings and Miss Lucy Henehery, also of 
Peoria; Mrs. Robert De V\Tald and Mrs. Charles 3Iuehler of Fort Wayne, Indi- 
ana; and Mrs. E. T. Rluir of Detroit, Michigan. 

During her early life, Mrs. Henebery was an untiring worlier in the cause of 
charity. No poor child, no needy woman, no unfortunate nlan sought her aid 
in vain. She gave, and gave freely to the Roman Catholic church and its chari- 
ties, of which church she was a devoted and loyal member during her lifetime. 
In 1906 she presented to St. John's parish, in the south part of the city, a mag- 
nificent school for  the education of its children. She saw the need of this par- 
ticular parish for a good school. she saw the poverty of the families which made 
it up, and she placed in the hands of Rev. Father Quinn the means of building a I 
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magnificently equipped school, that the children of the parish might have the 
benefit of a moral and Christian education. The Henebery Memorial school is 
today an institution second to none in the city in perfection of equipment, and 
not the least noble of Mrs. Henebery's many noble acts, is this opporturlity she 
has given to the people of St. John's parish to instill ideals of virtue and generous 
nobility into the hearts of its children. 

Reverend Father Quinn, in his beautiful eulogy of Mrs. Henebery at her 
funeral said in part:  "We mourn at the bier of a good woman. The passing of 
one of her type is a loss to the race. The whole world shouldniourn. If society 
be moral at all, it is because there is morality at home. I f  there be a public 
conscience, it is because our mothers are conscientious. W e  shall never knolv 
this side of eternity what we owe or  what the world owes to a good mother. It 
is the Christian mother who glorified the world and made it her debtor. If there 
are good men in the world, men whose lofty characters make them Christ-like, 
it is because they had good mothers : In Mrs. Henebery, we mourn the loss of an 
ideal Christian mother, one of a generation passing away all too soon, for whose 
sterling worth, spotless purity and nieasureless faith we can never be too grate- 
ful to God. There were few more deeply religious women, into the texture of 
whose lives were woven more beautiful and exalted characteristics. Religion 
was to her of supreme value and she fulfilled its duties conscientiously. She 
loved humanity. She was unselfish. To be unselfish is to be heroic. I t  is at the 
very heart of religion. Her whole thought was more for  others than for herself. 
Her charities were many and modestly veiled. 

"Mrs. Henebery was an ideal mother. She labored to make her home a 
Christian home and her children dutiful children of God. 'No artist's work is so 
high,' says a writer, 'so noble, so grand, so enduring, so important for all time, 
as the making of a character in a child, and the mother's heart is the child's 
schoolroom.' Such was Mrs. Henebery's noble mission, and faithfully she ful- 
filled it." 

130s. CHARLES K. BARNES. 

Since 1895 the subject of this review has been connected in a prominent 
way with the legal profession of Peoria. He is at present senior member of the 
firm of Iiarnes & Curke, whose offices are at No. 33 Mayer building. Mr. Barnes 
was born in Wash.burn, Illinois, March 25, 1860, the son of H. T. and Allice 
(Little) Earnes. The father was one of the early settlers of ;'\larshall county 
and his life was devoted to agricultural pursuits. He toolc an active interest in 
civic affairs, was a stanch republican, a respected citizen and a successful 
farmer. His death occurred in 1895, at the age of sixty-two years, and the 
mother's demise followed in IF, when she was sixty-two years of age. Both 
parents are buried in the Earnes cemetery at Iiashburn. The Earnes family 
is of Scotch ancestry and was founded in this country in the nineteenth century. 

Charles N. Barnes attended the public scliools of Washburn, Illinois, and 
was graduated from the high school with the class of 1878. Early in his stud- 
ent life he inclined toward the law as a profession and in accordance with his 
determination to become an attorney he entered Iowa State University at Iowa 
City, graduating from this institution in 1881 with the degree of A. R. He 
then eqtered the Law School of the Northwestern University at Chicago, Illi- 
nois, and was graduated LL. B. in 1883. H e  began the practice of his profes- 
sion at Wenona, Illinois, and later removed to Peoria, engaging in general prac- 
tice in this city. H e  attained prominence both as a lawyer and as a citizen and 
in 1892 he was elected to the state senate on the democratic ticket, serving in 
that capacity for four years. H e  ran for congress in the sixteenth district in 
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1 1g95, but was defeated by J. V. Graff. H e  then resumed the practice of law, 
forming a partnership with A. H. Burke, a relationship which still continues. 
M ~ .  Barnes is an active member of both the Peoria and State Ear Associations. 

1 At Marion, Ohio, on the ~ 1 s t  of January, 1887, Mr. Barnes was united. irk ' marriage to Miss Anna Guthery, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John D. Guthery. 
I The father, who was a large real-estate owner, is now deceased and both par- 

ents are buried in the Guthery cemetery at Larue, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Barnes ' are the parents of three children: John T., who pursued the agricultural course 
in the University of Illinois at Champaign and is now engaged in farming near 
Washburtl; Mildred G., who attended National Parli Seminary, at Washington, 
D. C.; and C. Howard, a student in the Peoria high school. 

MI-. Carnes gives his political allegiance to the democratic party. In his fra- 
ternal connections he is a chapter Mason and belongs to the Benevolent Protec- 
tive Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of Xmer- 
ica. Mr. Barnes enjoys a wide acquaintance and an excellent reputation not 
only in Peoria county and city but throughout the state, having formed an es- 
tensive acquaintance all over the con~monwealtl~ of Illinois during his four years' 
service in the senate. As an attorney he has shown marked ability and his prac- 
tice has been universally successful. His clientele is of the highest order and 
the business accorded his firm is most satisfactory. H e  has always taken a deep 
interest in municipal and political affairs and is numbered among Peoria's most 
valued and respected citizens. 

I 

1 JOHN J. CROtVDER. 

On the roster of city officials of Peoria appears the ]lame of John J. Crowder 
who since May I, 1901, has acceptably and creditably filled the position of city 
comptroller. H e  was born on a farm in Sangamon county, Illinois, April 27, 
1859, and is the son of John C. and Ursula (Wilton) Crowder. The father 
was a farmer by occt~pation, following that pursuit in Sangamon county for 
many years or  until the time of his death. 

A farmer lad, John J. Crowder early became familiar with the best methods 
of planting, plowing and harvesting, working in the fields through the summer 
months, while in the winter seasons he attended the country schools and thus 
laid the foundation for his education. Subsequently he continued his studies 
in the schools of Springfield and later still more advanced opportunities were 
afforded him in a course in the University of Kansas at Lawrence, that state. 
IIe then returned to Springfield, w11.ere he engaged in teaching school for four 
years, becoming principal of one of the schools in that city. His leisure hours 
were devoted to the study of law and he was admitted to the bar in the capital 
city in May, 1890. H e  at once entered upon active practice there and remained 
in Springfield for two years, after which he came to Peoria, in 1892. Here fie 
opened a law office and has since engaged in general practice. He does not 
specialize along a certain line but keeps well informed concerning the various 
branches of the profession and his ltnowledge is adequate to the needs of n 
growing and important patronage, as is indicated by the favorable verdicts 
which he has won in the presentation of his cause before the courts. His 
ability has won recognition in appointment to office. He served as assistant 
city attorney for five months, filling out the unexpired term of John Daily. 
He was also city collector of Peoria for two years and the record which he 
made in this position commended him for the present office of city comptroller, 
which he is now filling. 

Mr. Crowder was married to Miss Addie F. Coleman, a daughter of Albert 
Vol TI-35 
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and Sarah Coleman, of Peoria. They now have one child, Dorothy. Mr. 
Crowder is a member of the Masonic fraternity and also of  the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and is representing the local lodge of the latter order 
in the grand lodge. His religious faith is evidenced in his membership in 
the First Baptist church and his influence is always given on the side of 

right, improvement and progress. In a profession where advancement depends 
entirely upon individual merit and ability he is steadily working his way up. 
ward and in official connections he has gained the distinction of making for 
himself a clean and creditable record as an incumbent in public office. 

J. D. DOWNING. 1 
J .  D. Dowliing, who is engaged in farming in Logan township, was born 

in Peoria county in 1849. His parents were John and Marguerete (Parks) 
Downing, who, in 1830, came from Ohio to Peoria county where they pur- 
chased eighty acres of unimproved land in Logan township. At that time 1 
there were numerous prairie chickens and deer in this section of the country. 
J. D. Downing was reared under the parental roof, and remained at home 
until he was twenty-three years of age, helping his father to clear and culti- 
vate the farm. H e  then began farming for himself in Logan township, and 
now owns forty acres and rents an adjoining sixty acres, making in all one 
hundred acres in the tract on which lle carries on agricultural pursuits. He 
cultivates yearly fifty acres of corn and twenty-five acres of wheat, and has 
twenty acres in hay and five in pasture. H e  engages in raising live stock, to 
the amount of about seventy-five head of hogs, fifteen head of cattle and 
fourteen head of horses yearly. 

Mr. Downing has been twice married. In 1873 he wedded Miss Anthea 
Cox, who died in October, 1879, leaving three children: Robert, Marguerete 
and Charles, who is deceased. Mr. Downing's second union was to Miss 
Hester Buchanan, and to them have been born seven children: Zula hl., Bertha 
V., Estella F., Wilbur D., John D., Myrtle and Sylvia E. 

In politics Mr. Downing gives his allegiance to the republican party, and 
for the past fifteen years he has efficiently served in the capacity of road corn- 
missicner. H e  is coilscientious in all business relations, industrious in his farm- 
ing pursuits and has the high regard of all who know him.' 

HOWARD MOODY. 1 
Howard Moody, who is successfully engaged in farming and stock-raising, 

is a native resident of Rosefield township. H e  was born May 13, 1866, the son 
of James M. and Ellen H. (Morris) Moody, the father born in Ireland in 1834 
and the mother in Peoria county in 1843. James 14. Moody was brought to 
America in 1842 by his parents, John S. and Elizabeth Moody, who located in 
Rosefield township, where they purchased a t  first one hundred and sixty acres 
and later added to it eighty acres. They both died there, the mother in 186s 
and the father in 1900. In  their family were three children, James, Thomas 
and Mary Ann. 

James M. Moody remained a t  home with his parents until he was twenty- 
five years of age, when he rented a farm which he operated for twelve years and 
subsequently purchased eighty acres in Rosefield township. and added to this 
forty adjoining acres. At the death of his father, John S. Moody, James M. 
Moody inherited one hundred and twenty acres of land and in 1900 he purchased 
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forty acres adjoining it. In the family of James M. and Ellen H. (Morris) 
~loody were nine children, as  foIlows: Harry M. and Nellie, both of whom are 
deceased; Howard, of this review ; Mary A,, who is the wife of Walter J. Green, 
of North Creek, Ohio; Catherine E., the wife of Eugene C. Wrigley, of Peoria, 
Illinois; James H., who is engaged in the automobile business a t  Trivoli; Harry, 
deceased; Hugh H., who is engaged in the automobile business in Peoria; and 
Marcus H., who is a farmer in Rosefield township. 

Howard Moody was reared and educated in Rosefield township and remained 
with his parents until 1892, when he established a home of his owri. From 1889 
to 1900 he was engaged in the threshing business. H e  purchased one hundred 
acres of his present farm in November, 1889, and in 1904 added to it forty acres 
and in 1906 another one hundred acres, so that he now owns in all two hundred 
and forty acres. He engages in the cultivation of grain and also raises stock, 
making a specialty of horses. He has nine registered stallions, two being Perch- 
eron and seven Standard bred. He also has twenty-three head of brood mares 
and colts, seven Standard bred brood mares and six of the Percheron grade, 
and seven Standard bred colts and three of the gelding grade. 

On the 16th of November, 1892, Mr. Moody wedded Miss Clara A. Eeccher, 
.who IS a daughter of A. H.  and Sally (Fisher) Beecher, of Logan township. 
Mr. and Mrs. Moody have become the parents of six children: Mandella H., who 
\ntas born March 29, 1894. and who is studying with the International Corres- 
pondence School; Morris B., born December I, 1896; Rilma I., born October 
28, 1898; James R., born May 16, 1901; Leland M., born October 21, 1903; and 
Clarita E., born March 22, 1906. 

Politically Mr. Moody gives his allegiance to the republican party. IIe  is a 
stanch friend of education and is rendering most efficient service as school trus- 
tee, being elected in 1910. H e  is widely ltnown in the con~munity where he Iias 
spent many years of his life, is one of its su1,stantial farmers and is muc11 
esteemed for his many splendid clualities. H e  is greatly interested in the welfare 
of Rosefield township and of Peoria county, and uses his influence in support of 
all measures of reform and progress. 

GEORGE T. PAGE. 

~ e o r g e  T. Page is not only one of the best linown but also one of the best 
loved citizens of Peoria. Many lines of activity claim his cooperation and profit 
by his judgment. While recognized as an eminent member of the Peoria bar 
he is equally well known by reason of his activity in social circles and along 
charitable lines. His vision of life is broad and his recognition of the obligations 
of the individual to society at large has made him a helpful factor in many pro- 
jects whic21 ameliorate the hard conditions of life for the unfortunate. 

Mr. Page was born in Spring Bay, Woodford county, Illinois, Septeillber 
22,1859, a son of T. C. S. and Cordellia E. (Shope) Page. For several genera- 
tions his ancestors on the paternal side had been residents of New Hampshire. 
His great-grandparents, Andrew and Elizabeth Page, and his grandparents, Joh~i 
and Betsy Page, having all been natives of that state. T. C. S. Page, was, 
likewise, born there, and became the father of the family in Illinois. The great- 
grandfather of George T. Page in the maternal line was Andrew Richmond, who 
was born in Mississippi. His grandfather, Simon P. Shope, was born in Penn- 
sylvania. His grandmother, Lucinda (Richmond.) Shope and his mother, Cor- 
dellia E. (Shope) Page, were both natives of Mississippi. 

The family having been established in Woodford county, Illinois, George T. 
Page pursued his early education in the public schools and afterward spent s i s  
months as a student in the State University. H e  later followed the teacher's 
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profession in his native county but soon afterward went to Metamora, Illinois, 
where he entered upon the study of law under the direction of his brother, who 
was a senior member of the law firm of Page & Ellwood. On the 14th of Jan- 
uary, 1882, he was admitted to the bar a t  Ottawa but impaired health prevented 
him from at  once entering upon active practice. H e  was ordered to a higher 
altitude to recuperate and went to Denver, Colorado. There he followed the pro- 
fession of law until able to return to Illinois when he joined his brother S. S. I'age, 
for practice in the courts of Peoria. Subsequently he became a member 
of the law firm of Worthington, Page & Brady and later senior partner of the 
fir111 of Page, Wead & Ross. He is now a t  the head of the firm of I'age, ivead, 
Hunter & Scully with offices in the Jefferson building. EIe has attained great 
prominence as a representative of the legal profession here and in fact is one of 
the best and most favorably known members of the Illinois bar. Dignity marks 
liim in all his professional relations, conservatisn~ is manifest in his practice and 
his comprehensive and accurate knowledge of the law is evidenced in his clear and 
careful presentation of his cause. The high regard entertained for him hy his 
professional brethren was evidenced in his election to the presidency of the Illi- 
nois Bar Association of which he is now the head. H e  is also a member of the 
general council of the American Bar Association. 

George T. Page was married in Decatur, Illinois, on September 7, 1887, tc, 
K s s  Jennie S. Stevens, and they have one child, Gerald H. Page. In  politics Mr. 
Page is an independent democrat with belief in most of the policies of the party, 
yet reserving for himself the right of exercising his franchise according to his 
personal convictions. He is active in the affairs of the Association of Commerce 
and is serving on the board of its directors. I-Ie is socially prominent and is a 
leading member of the Presbyterian church. Religion means more to him than 
Sabbath observance and his recognition of the truth of the universal brotherhood 
of man finds expression in an active and adequate interest in charitable work in 
Peoria. While extremely unostentatious in that connection, it is well known 
that he has been a liberal supporter of many benevolent movements and societies. 
H e  is now the president of the Peoria Associated Charities and Philanthropies 
and no movement looking to the relief of the poor and needy seelis his coopera- 
tlon in vain. His perceptive faculties enable him to understand the individual 
and approach him according to the needs and situation of the case. H e  has al- 
ways been one of the world's workers yet there is nothing spectacular in his ca- 
reer. Duty and the higher manifestation of human interest and sympathy have 
shaped his life and gu~ded him in all his relations with his fellowmen. 

JOF-IN C. STREIGICH, 

Various important business interests feel the stinlulus of thc enterprise and 
energy and profit by the cooperation of John C. Streibich, who in his business 
career has made steady progress and is now conducting a large and profitable 
enterprise as a dealer in conlmercial supplies and in wrapping, building and roof- 
ing paper. H e  is also a director of the Illinois National Bank and president of 
the Schembs Printing Company of Peoria and has important business connec- 
tions outside of this city. He was born in Peoria, November 25, 1858, and is 
the son of Friederich and Sarah Streibich, the former one of the early citizens 
here, arriving about 1845. 

John C. Streibich was reared in this city and in his boyhood attended the 
public schools. Throughout his entire business career he has been connected 
with the paper trade. In 1873 he began to work in a paper store, continuing 
in that line until he established a business of his own. H e  acquainted himself 
with the trade in principle and detail and won gradual advancement through his 
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capability, his industry and his fidelity. At length when the capital saved from 
his earnings was sufficient he embarked in business on his own account, handling 
commercial supplies and all kinds of wrapping, building and roofing paper, com- 
mercial stationery and printing paper. He is the exclusive agent in Peoria for 
the Globe Wernicke letter files and elastic cabinets and for the Herring-Hall- 
hlarvin fire and burglar proof steel safes and vaults. With the development of 
his business as a dealer in paper he naturally extended his efforts to kindred lines 
and became president of the Schen~bs Printing Company of Peoria and a director 
of the Usona AiIanufacturing Company of Aurora, Illinois, manufacturers of 
prepared roofing. His original paper store was located at KO. 301 South Wash- 
ington street and was opened in 1884. It  was then but a small enterprise but has 
qadually grown and is now many times larger. In addition to handling in 
Peoria all kinds of wrapping and building paper and con~mercial stationery, 
blanl< books, etc., he handles the Usona roofing papers manufactured at Aurora. 
These are of various kinds, supplying every need known to the trade. 

In 1885 Mr. Streibich was married to Miss Camilla Klewe, a daughter of 
H. Iclewe, of Peoria, and they have one child, Anna Adele. Mr. Streibich is 
prominent in fraternal organizations. He has taken the Knight Templar degree 
in IIasonry and is also a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. He is a Knight of Pythias, 
belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of EIl<s, of which lodge he is a charter 
member, the Fraternal Reserve, and the Improved Order of Red Men. In more 
strictly social lines he is connected with the Creve Coeur and the Peoria Country 
Clubs. His social and commercial prominence are well merited, for in him are 
those commendable traits of character which work for progress along business 
and individual lines. Notably energetic, prompt and reliable, he possesses the 
quality of commercial sense, which is too often lacking in the husiness world, 
combined with resistless will power. His methods, too, have always been .of a 
constructive character and, never seeking success at the cost of another's failure, 
he has gained not only nlaterial prosperity hut the good-will and confidence of the 
public. 

BERNHARD DORENBUS. 

1 Bernhard Dorenbus, who is a prosperous farmer of Rosefield township, was 
born in Germany, May 10, 1857. His parents were John and Mary (Charles) 
Dorenbus, who came to America in 1861, locating in Peoria, where the mother 
died the following year, leaving five children. For the following four years the 
father kept his children together and then had to make other provisions for them. 

When Rernhard Dorenbus was nine years of age he was taken to the home 
of Henry Heuermann, in Limestone township, where he remained for three 
years. Afterward he was employed as a farm hand for eleven years, working 
for different men in Limestone and Logan townships. In 1884 he rented a farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres in Kickapoo township, where he was engaged in 
farming for three years, and in 1887 he bought eighty acres in Logan township, 
for which he paid twenty-four dollars per acre. H e  cleared, cultivated and im- 
proved his farm and resided on it ten years. In 1894 he exchanged that tract 
of land for one hundred and sixty acres in Trivoli township, which he sold after 
seven years a t  eighty dollars per acre, in I ~ I  purchasing for four thousand dol- 
lars one hundred acres in Logan township, where he engaged in farming for four 
years and then sold tha same for seven thousand dollars. In  1 9 9  he bought for 
fifty-one hundred and fifty dollars one hundred and six acres in Rosefield town- 
ship, where he now resides. His farm is all in hay and pasture except thirteen 
acres, on which he raises corn. H e  has an excellent house and also a splendidly 
equipped barn, having about eight head of horses and an automobile. 
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Mr. Dorenbus wedded Miss Cecilia Doubet, who was a daughter of Joseph 
and Mary Ann (McRie) Doubet, of Logan township. Mr. and Mrs. Dorenbus 
have become the parents of two children: Edward, born September 22, 1 8 9 ~ ;  
arid Mary Ann, born October 5, 1895. Mr. Dorenbus has served for two years 
as road overseer. He is greatly interested in school work and is now filling his 
second term as school director. Mr. Dorenbus deserves much credit for the 
work he has accomplished and may truly be called a self-made man, for he started 
in life empty-handed and has worked his way up until he is now numbered 
among the substantial farmers of Rosefield township. 

S. M. MILLER. 

S. M. Miller, inventor and manufacturer, who is the president of the Miller 
Safety Lock Company of Peoria, was born on Augtlst 4, 1851, on a farm in 
Morrow county, Ohio, a son of Samuel and Sarah Ann (Call) Miller. He is 
a descendant of the early pioneers and noted Indian fighters and is related to 
the Poe family to which Adam and Andrew Poe belonged, who liilled the Big 
Foot Indian chief and were therefore famous as Indian fighters. His two 
great-grandfathers on his mother's side fell in action in the Revolutionary 
war. His grandfather, David Call, served as captain in the War of 1812 under 
General Harrison, who afterward became president. The family is of Pennsyl- 
vania-German descent. The father of S. M. Miller was a carpenter and me- 
chanic and was during his lifetime thus identified wit11 industrial pursuits. In 
1856 he came with his family to the city of Peoria and remained here until 
the following spring, when he moved to McDonough county, Illinois, settling 
on a farm on which he made his home for one year. In 1858 he removed to 
a farm one and a half miles east of Dunlap in Peoria county, where he remained 
until the spring of 1861. His next move was to a place two miles east of 
Princeville, in this county, where he purchased a farm, hesides renting adjoin- 
ing land, and carried on farming there extensively until the fall of 1867, when 
he sold his land and moved to Benton county, Missouri, where lie settled on a 
large property and reinailled for three years. At the end of that time hc 
bought land in Henry county, RiIissouri, and engaged in agricultural pursuits 
until August 8, 1873, S. M. Miller, the subject of this sketch helping his father 
with the work on this place. 

The son accompanied his father on his various removals and early became 
familiar with the labors which fall to the lot of an agriculturist. -4t the age 
of twenty-two years he drove a team of horses from Missouri to the eastern 
past of Ohio and was forty-five days in making the trip. He remained in Ol~io 
for three years and in the spring of 1876 drove back to Peoria county, arriving 
in June. H e  then purchased a farm in Hallock townsl~ip in the northern part 
of Peoria county, of which he remained the owner until 1901. As a farmer 
he was very successful, brought his fields under a high state of cultivation, 
kept his buildings and fences in good repair and his mechanical skill and 
inclination were of great advantage in doing many things around the farm 
and keeping it neat in appearance. His live stock also looked well cared for 
and he took pride in his herds and treated his animals kindly. H e  was con- 
sidered one of the enterprising, progressive and successful farmers of the com- 
munity. In the meantime. however, he had turned his attention to industrial 
pursuits. having in 1892 become the owner of a portable sawmill which he 
operated in Woodford, Marshall and Peoria counties for twelve years. Early 
in his career, in 1887, he spent a year in Florida, leasing his farm, and while 
in the south followed the carpenter's trade as contractor and builder until he 
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went into the sawmill and lumber business. H e  found a market for his output 
in the large coal mines and carried on an extensive business there. In 1891 
he exchanged his farm for  land in Nebraska. H e  moved to Peoria in 1904, 
where he has ever since lived. Through his skill and ingenuity he has given 
to the public various useful and valuable mechanical devices, some of which 
are now upon the market finding a ready sale. H e  has succeeded in invent- 
ing the only practical mechanical elevator safety lock that is on the market 
and working successfully. I t  makes it impossible for an accident to occur, 
thus preventing ninety-five per cent of elevator accidents which happen by 
reasor1 of open doors, people getting on or off of cars or falling down the open 
shaft. The device compells the operator to stop his car at a safe landing for 
receiving and discharging passengers before the door can be opened. I t  also 
locks the power while the door is open so that it must be closed and locked 
before it is possible to start the car. Mr. Miller has other inventions now 
perfected and patents applied for which he expects soon to place upon the 
market. We can justly class him with the public benefactors and he prides 

I himself on being a useful member of society who will leave something to bene- 
fit humanity long after laying aside his earthly labors. 

On the 14th of June. 1883, S. M. Miller was united in marriage to Miss 
Clara E. Brown, the only child of Elder 5. H. Brown, who formerly edited the 
Christian Gleaner. a Peoria paper, and later on published the Chillicothe 
Enquirer, pul>lished at Chillicothe, Illinois. H e  was a minister of the Christian 
church and filled the pulpit of that denomination for twenty-seven years. He 
was first appointed to the ministry of that church in Brtlnswick, McDonough 
county, where he was residing with his family at the time of the marriage of 
his daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Miller have become the parents of eight children: 
Mabel E.. the wife of Fred Hunt ;  and Frank E., Emmett S., Lyman H.. Alma 
E., Merrion Rf., Howard E. and Earl C. The three eldest sons are engaged 
in business with their father, and are of great assistance to him, having become 
skilled mechanics. Mr. Miller prefers to concentrate his energies upon his 
inventions, which promise gratifying returns. H e  may well be proud to have 
by his life work contributed great benefits to his fellowmen and his life may 
rightly be called one of great usefulness. 

EMIL H. SCHIMPFF. 

The efficient secretary and treasurer of the Illinois Automobile & Parts Com- 
pany, the headquarters of which are at 828 Main street, Peoria, Illinois, is Emil 
H. Schimpff, a skilled machinist and a good business man. H e  was born in 
Peoria, January 2, 1883, a son of Henry and Caroline Schimpff, the former of 
whom came from the vicinity of East St. Louis with his parents about 1850. 
The father for the greater part of his life was a retail grocer, a business which 
he continued until his death, which occurred in 1909, at the age of fifty-nine 
years.. His remains were interred in the Springdale cemetery, Peoria, in the 
family lot. 

Emil H. Schimpff received a good education in the public and high schools 
of Illinois and a t  the age of seventeen years put aside his text-books and began 
learning the machinist's trade, in which he developed much proficiency. After 
learning his trade he became interested in the automobile business and in 1904 
became a stockholder in the company of which he is now secretary and' treasurer. 
Two years later, having taken an active interest in the affairs of the company 
and exhibiting in a marked degree his broad knowledge of the machinist's trade, 
a competent master of that trade being desirable in the personnel of the com- 
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&)any, he was elected secretary and treasurer, a position which he has sillce 
held. H e  is of great value to the company and now practically manages the 
business. Since his election as secretary and treasurer the company has grown 
in the amount of business it handles and has become one of the prominent con- 
cerns of the kind in the city of Peoria, yielding its owners a very satisfactory in- 
come. 

Mr. Schimpff was married in Peoria, Illinois, October 6, 1908, to htiss Ella 
Aylesworth, a daughter of Dr. Aylesworth, of Peoria, and one daughter has been 
born to them, who is about two years old. 

The beginning of Mr. Schimpff's business career in Peoria promises well, as 
his thorough knowledge of everything connected with his business is so essential 
to a succcessful management of such an establishment. His business relations 
with the many customers of his company are most pleasant and by his geniality 
of manner as well1 as his careful attention to business detail he has become popu- 
lar with the automobile owners not only in Peoria but in many parts of the sur- 
rounding country. H e  resides a t  the corner of Calendar and Cooper streets, 
which is the homestead of the Schimpff family. 

EDWARD H .  D. COUCH. 

Edward H. D. Couch, an officer of the Peoria police department, has for 
years been prominent as a military man and police officer. His father was Dr. 
Harriman Couch, a physician who was born in West Boscawen, New I-Iamp- 
shire, May 20, 1824, and was a, son of Benjamin and Sally (Morse) Couch, who 
were also natives of that place. The great-grandfather was Jacob Couch. He 
and his son Benjamin were farmers, but the latter also worked at the joiner's 
trade. When seventeen years of age Harriman Couch left home and went to 
Concord, New Hampshire, where he was employed by Governor Hill as a com- 
positor on the paper known as Hill's New Hampshire Patriot. He then removed 
to Boston, where he took up the study of medicine, and while pursuing his 
course he worked at the printer's trade in order to meet his expenses. Later he 
shipped as a sailor for California around the Horn, but at Rio de Janeiro went 
ashore and was there left on shore with two companions. H e  next obtained em- 
ployment in the Brazilian government printing office, and while in Rio de Janeiro 
assisted Emperor Don Pedro in the study of English. After a few months he 
started on the voyage to Cape Town, South Africa, on what proved to be a slave 
vessel, but she was overhauled by a British man-of-war, whereupon Dr. Couch 
was released. H e  then returned to Rio de Janeiro, from which city he made his 
way to Mobile, whence he sailed a spar laden English vessel for Brest, France. 
Arriving there he afterward sailed for Ireland and thence to Coston. Later 
he made a voyage to Mobile, New Orleans, and from the Crescent city proceeded 
up the Mississippi river, reaching Chicago in 1848. H e  did not tarry in the future 
metropolis of the west, however, but continued on to Wisconsin, where he re- 
mained for two years, working on a paper a t  Lake Geneva. I t  was while there 
that he married Phebe Ann Macomber, and later they removed to Peoria. In  
1852 Dr. Couch became proprietor of a weekly paper, called the Voice of the Peo- 
ple, and he also worked on the Daily Republican. Finally he opened a job oflice, 
which he conducted until 1863, when he entered the government service as man- 
ager of the Ninth Military cemetery a t  Chattanooga. At the close of the war he 
returned to Peoria, where he resumed the practice of medicine. 

His first wife died in 1852 and on the 20th of May, 1855, Dr. Couch was 
united in marriage to Mrs. Margaret A. Gilbert, a widow. 

Their only child was Edward H. D. Couch, of this review, who was born 
October I, 1859. H e  has been a lifelong resident of Peoria, in which city his 
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father remained for  more than fifty years the occupant of the same house at No. 
312 South Jefferson street. I t  was there that the youth of Edward H. D. Couch 
was spent and as the years passed he became widely known in the city. For 
many years he has been connected with the police department of Peoria and 
served under Mayor Allen as captain of police and at the present time is an 
efficient officer of the traffic squad. He has been identified with the Illinois 
National Guard for twenty-five years, seventeen of which he served as captain 
of Company L, Fifth Infantry, I. N. G., which was the first company that was 
rllustered into the United States volunteer service in 1908. This made our sub- 
ject at that time the ranking captain in the volunteer service of the United States. 
He was captain of Company H of the Twenty-eighth Regiment of the United 
States Volunteers in the Philippines and on active duty during the Spanish- 
American war. At the close of the insurrection he. was appointed captain of 
police in Manila, P. I., during the years 1901 and 1902 but finally had to leave 
the islands on account of ill health. As indicated Captain Couch has been and . 
is very prominent in military circles. He is a man of fine military bearing, in 
whose life courage and discipline have ever had a prominent place, while his 
fidelity to duty has made him both a valued civil and military official. 

ROBERT H. AVERY. 

It  is peculiarly refreshing, in these days of defections, when names that once 
were regarded as synonyms of commercial honor, have become disgraced or 
tainted with suspicion, to turn to  those who have closed their earthly account, 
leaving a record unassailed and unassailable. They restore our waning confi- 
dence in men, and encourage us still to strive after legitimate success, which as 
they have shown is really attainable. Among these none have left a brighter 
record than Robert H. Avery, founder of the immense business which is now 
the Avery Company of Peoria. 

Peoria has been remarkable for many years for the extent and rapid develop- 
ment of its manufacturing industries, especially along the line of agricultural 
implements. Peoria is recognized today as the center for this industry in the 
middle west, and the rich farm regions around the city owe much of their 
growth and developn~ent to the implements manufactured there, for tilling the 
soil and harvesting the crops. 

The Avery Company today is the largest manufacturer of agricultural imple- 
ments in the city, and it owes its success to the business qualities and strict integ- 
rity of its founder, Robert H. Avery. A good portion of the history of our 
country is preserved in the biographies of leading and active men who have borne 
an important part in the various enterprises of their time. The characters and 
good deeds of good men .should be sacredly preserved, not only for the happi- 
ness and satisfaction which a record of them will give to all those immediately 
related to them, and their posterity in after generations, but also for the good 
example which the lives of such men furnish to the young of our land, to follo~v 
in their footsteps, and thus further advance the true interests of our country. 

Robert H. Avery was born in Galesburg, Knox county, Illinois, January 21, 
1840. He grew up on a farm, familiar from youtl~ with all the needs and wants 
of the farmer. H e  was educated in the common schools of his home town, and 
had barely completed his education when the Civil war called him, as it did so 
many of the young men of his time to fight for the preservation of the Union. 
He served honorably for three years. Eight months of his service was spent in 
Andersonville prison. The long days, utterly without work, offered ample op- 
portunities for his active mind to devise and invent. The result of the eight 
months' imprisonment was the plan of his first farm tool-a cultivator. He com- 
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pleted his invention as far  as  he could without any implements whatever. He 
carried the design from Andersonville, and upon his release built the completed 
implement, and laid the foundation of the magnificent busii~ess of today. 

When the war was over, Robert Avery returned to the farm, and with the 
aid of his brother Cyrus M. Avery, built the perfected tool, which he called "The 
Avery Cultivator." This lead at once to other farm implements, a stalk-cutter 
and planter, both of which he named after himself, and which are to  this day 
in extensive use. Robert and Cyrus Avery entered into partnership and con- 
ducted a small business in Galesburg. This proved so prosperous, that in 1882, 
the brothers removed their small establishment to Peoria. The following year 
the partnership was incorporated under the name of the Avery Planter Company, 
wifh a capital stock of two hundred thousand dollars, with Robert H. Avery as 
its president, an office which he held until his death in 1892. During the ten 
years of his life in Peoria, Mr. Avery saw his business increase from a little 
plant in a one-story frame building, to a magnificent institution employing over 
one hundred and fifty men and with an immense output of cultivators, corn 
planters, stackers, threshing machines, check-rowers, etc. Even this, however, 
represented only the beginnings of the growth of the Avery Company. Robert 
Avery was not destined to see the consummation of his lal~ors. In 1899, seven 
years after his death the company was reincorporated, the capital stock in- 
creased to six hundred thousand dollars, and the name changed to The Avery 
Manufacturing Company. I t  was reorganized i11 1907 under the name of the 
Avery Company, and its capital stock still further increased to two million five 
hundred thousand dollars. Magnificent additions have been made, a whole vi!- 
lage has grown up around it, automobile implements have been added to the out- 
put, the working force has tripled, and the name of Avery Company has grown 
more honored with the passing years. 

This'magnificent success rests on the broad foundation of Robert 13. Avery's 
character and attainments. H e  was a man of marked capacity and decided char- 
acter, and of the most undoubted integrity. He was modest and unassuming in 
his deportment, and retiring in his habits, but in whatever position he was placed 
he was emphatic and decided. I-Ie was possessed of business acumen, clear in- 
sight and ability to manage, control and direct. Of impressive personality, he 
possessed throughout his life such courage. self-assertion and mental as well 
as  moral force as are seldom met with in any calling. H e  was a rare leader of 
men, and seldom were his judgments faulty. Frauds and pretenders of every 
sort he would not tolerate. He never forsook a friend and honor and honesty 
were his mottoes for all living. T-Ie always carried a genial humor that drew peo- 
ple to him. The most marked of all his characteristics was his rnarvelous force. 
The memory of his upright life remains as a blessed benediction to those who 
were his associates. He was one of those characters whom God has not per- 
mitted to live in vain and for naught. From his life may be deduced a moral of 
great value, and from it may be formed a model by which mothers may well 
strive to form the characters of their sons. 

O T T O  W. H.  WAHLFELD. 

Otto W. H. Wahlfeld, the vice president of The Wahlfeld Manufacturing 
Company, located a t  I IOI to I 125 South Washington avenue, is one of the prom- 
ising young business men of Peoria. H e  was born in this city, his natal day 
being the 11th of December, 1888, and his parents August and Anna Wahlfeld, 
who are mentioned elsewhere in this work. 

The education of Otto W. H. Wahlfeld was begun in the local public schools 
and continued in Brown's Business College and the University of Illinois, his stu- 
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dent days being terminated at the age of sixteen years. He had been reared with 
the expectation of entering the business world and after laying aside his text- 
books he entered the plant with which he is connected. I11 order to qualify him- 
self for an executive position he began his duties in a minor capacity, advancing 
in orderly progression through the various departments until he had acquired the 
essential facts and knowledge pertaining to the industry. The f i ~ m  is engaged 
in the manufacture of interior woodwork and fixtures, and Mr. Wahlfeld has 

made it a point not only to be thoroughly familiar with conditions affect- 
jng this industry, but has made a careful study of business conditions generally. 
He is diligent and enterprising, thinks widely and has well defined ideas on com- 

! mercial matters and industrial development. 
Mr. Wahlfeld was married in this city on the 27th of September, 1909, to 

Miss Frieda Walliner, a daughter of Mrs. Augusta Walliner, and to them has 
been born one son, James August, on November g, 1910. The home of 1Ir. and 
Mrs. \\'alilfeld is at 213 Barker avenue, where they erected in 191 I a comlortal~le. 
thoroughly modern residence. 

They are members of St. Paul's German Lutheran church. Mr. Wahlfeld 
belo~~gs to the Creve Coeur Club, one of the foremost social organizations of the 
city. His political support he gives to such men and measures as he deems most 
likely to subserve the highest interests of the majority, irrespective of party affil- 
iation. Mr. Wahlfeld is both capable and efficient and in the discharge of his 
duties manifests those qualities that give every asstirance of a successful career. 

THOMAS OSCAR TANTON. 

Thomas Oscar Tanton, a real-estate dealer of Peoria, has been a lifeloilg 
resident of this state, his birth having occurred upon a farm in Cazenovia town- 
ship, M~oodford county. His father, John Tanton, a native of Devonshire, Eng- 
land, was born Augtlst 15, 1803, and in the year 1832 became a resident of Can- 
ada. In 1834 he returned to England where he lived for a year, and in 1835 he 
arrived in Chicago, which was then a small village, having not yet been incor- 
porated as a city. After a few months, however, he took up his abode in Caze- 
novia township, Woodford county, settling there in March, 1836. On the 31st 
of March, 1842, he was married to Miss Hannah Groves, who was born in Har- 
rison county, Indiana, June 13, 1818, and in 1840 went to Woodford county, Illi- 
nois, with her parents, who were of Pennsylvania Dutch stock. John Tanton 
lived to be nearly eighty-nine years of age, while his wife was more than eighty 
years of, age at the time of her demise. 

Thomas Oscar Tanton, spending his youthful days under the parental roof, 
attended the district schools and then turned his attention to the occupation to 
which he had been reared, becoming actively interested in farming and stock- 
raising in March, 1870. For more than a quarter of a century he was closely 
associated with agricultural pursuits, owning and cultivating a rich tract of land 
which he transformed into one of the valuable farms of his locality. On the 
18th of October, 1897, he left the farm and established his home in Peoria, at 
No. 1415 Perry street. H e  removed to 413 Illinois street on the 1st of Rlay, 1902, 
and since the 1st of May, 1 9 5 ,  has made his home a t  No. 722 North Monroe 
street. During the period of his residence in this city he has engaged in real- 
estate dealing and has handled a number of important realty transactions. 

On the 27th of February, 1873, in El Paso, Illinois. Mr. Tanton was united 
in marriage to Miss Barbara Gingrich, a daughter of Mr. and Rlrs. Christian 
Gingrich, who were of German birth and in 1836 became residents of Worth 
township. Woodford county, Illinois, settling on a farm. Mrs. Tanton died on the 
10th of Nay, 1888, and Mr. Tanton was married on the 16th of May. 1889, to 
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Amanda Martin. Her death occurred January 8, 1896, and on the 4th of Septem- 
ber, 1902, Mr. Tanton wedded Miss Carrie H.  Stoll. 

Mr. Tanton has five children born of his first marriage, four daughters alld 
a son, and of the second marriage there are one daughter and one son. -211 are 
now married with the exception of the eldest son. Mr. Tanton holds member- 
ship in the Christian church and his political faith is that of the democratic party. 
His high social standing and the regard entertained for him by his fellowmen 
are indicated by the fact that he has been admitted to membership in the Creve 
Coeur Club. In matters of citizenship his influence and support are given on the 
side of advancement and progress and he holds to high standards in man's per- 
sonal relations with his fellowmen. 

VALENTINE JOEST & SONS. 

The name of Jobst has long figured actively in connection with the building 
operations of Peoria and the untarnished reputation and position of the family 
are well sustained by Valentine Jobst, Jr., who is well known through both his 
social and business connections. Since taking upon himself the more active duties 
of life that come with entrance into the business world he has been associated 
with the firm of Valentine Jobst & Sons, the largest general contracting concern 
in Illinois outside of Chicago. His associates in the business are 111s father, 
Valentine Jobst, Sr., and his brother, George J. Jobst, of whom mention is made 
elsewhere in this work. 

H e  was born in Peoria, May 19, 1871, and was given the name of his father, 
Valentine Jobst, long one of the most prominent and honored business men of 
this part of the state, who is today a venerable and honored resident of the city, 
his life work proving what may be accomplished when determination, energy 
and capability lead the way. 

Spending his youthful days under the parental roof, Valentine Johst, Jr., 
attended the grammar and high schools, being graduated therefrom with the 
class of 1899. H e  afterward spent two years as a member of the contracting 
firm of Jobst Brothers at Omaha, Nebraska, after which he returned to Peoria 
and entered the present firm which is carrying on the business which was estab- 
lished by his father in 1859. The present firm was organized in 1901 under 
the style of Valentine Jobst & Sons, at which time Valentine Jobst became the 
partner of his father and brother. He looks after the construction end of ihe 
business, while George J. Jobst is engineer and designer for the firm. Their 
business extends over a wide territory. They took the contract for and erected 
the courthouse and United States postoffice at Wichita, Kansas; at Galesburg, 
Illinois ; Joplin, Missouri ; and at Pekin and Jacksonville, Illinois. They were the 
builders of the Schipper & Block department store at Peoria, Illinois; the Cham- 
paign county courthouse at Urbana; the Logan county courthouse at Lincoln; 
the natural history building, the chemical laboratory, physics building and the 
agricultural college buildings, all of the University of Illinois. They were the 
huilders of the National Home for Soldiers, at Danville, and their construction 
work in Peoria covers a list of many of the leading business houses in this city. 
They built the warehouse for Oakford & Fahnestock; the building for the Cen- 
tral Union Telephone Company ; the Union Depot ; the W. H. Hoagland build- 
ing; the store and office building of F. Welte; the Creve Coeur Club house; the 
entire manufacturing plant of the Colean Manufacturing Company; and also of 
the Barrett Manufacturing Company. They erected the warehouse building for 
the Barrett Manufacturing Company; the administration building and the factory 
building for the Avery Company ; and the wholesale grocery house of the Jobst- 
Bethard Company, in addition to the Jobst building, of which they are the own- 
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ers. They are now engaged on the construction of the new Jefferson Hotel 
and a factory building for Thomas & Clarlce, cracker manufacturers. Their pat- 
ronage in other cities has led to their erection of an office building for the Central 
Union Telephone Company a t  Springfield, Illinois; the Carnegie Library at De- 
catur; the Davenport Hotel, at Davenport, Iowa; the supreme court building a t  
springfield, Illinois; the women's buildings of the Sailors and Soldiers Home 
at Quincy, Illinois; the postoffice at Decatur ; the hospital building of the South- 
ern Illinois Hospital for  the Insane at Anna, Illinois; the gymnasium of the 
~eeble-Minded Institute, a t  Lincoln, Illinois; the Star-Courier building and the 
pstoffice at Kewaunee; the First National Eank building a t  Champaign; and 
the Denkmann Memorial Library at Rock Island. All this indicates the import- 
ance and extent of the business which is accorded to the general contracting firm 
of I7alentine Jol~st & Sons, of wllich 1-alentine Jol~st. Jr., is an active partner. 
In addition to his industrial interests he is known in financial circles of Peoria as 
a director of the hlerchants National Banli. 

Mr. Jobst married Miss Elizabeth Ochenga, a native of Peoria and they now 
have one child, Valentine Jobst 111. The father is a Knight Ten~plar and thirty- 
second degree Mason and also a member of the Mystic Shrine. He likewise 
holds membership with the Knights of Pythias. He belongs to the Creve Coeur 
Club and to the Peoria Country Club and those who meet him in the clt~h rooms 
or in his home find him a gentleman of cordial address, genial and hosp'itahle. 
Me has displayed many of the sterling characteristics of his German ancestry. 
combined with the enterprising and progressive spirit that has made -America 2 

dominant factor in the world of trade. None have ever called into question the 
integrity of his acts nor the sincerity of his purposes. In his business connec- 
tions he stands for advancement in all that pertains to building operations, utiliz- 
ing the most scientific principles in the erection of modern structures adequate to 
the needs and demands of the present age. 

HARRY G. IVASSON 

On the roll of county officials appears the name of Harry G. Wasson who is 
occupying the position of county recorder to which he was first elected in 1'30-1 
and reelected in 1908. H e  has been a lifelong resident of the city of Peoria, 
his birth having occurred here on the 17th of March, 1877. His parents were 
James T. and Jennie E. (Ersliin) Wasson, the fornler having become a resident 
of Peoria when he was a lad of twelve years. In response to President Lincoln's 
first call for volunteers he enrolled as a Union soldier, beconling a member of 
the first company of this city. He rendered valiant service to the Union and has 
also figured pronlinently in political circles but at present is living in quiet re- 
tirement. His wife was at one time a school teacher, having charge of a school 
on the old Mossville road. 

U ~ d e r  the parental roof Harry G. Wasson spent his youthful days and sup- 
plemented his public-school course by study in Brown's Business College wherehy 
he qualified for  the onerous and responsible duties of the corn~llercial 
world. In his youth he secured a situation in the old steel rolling mill a t  rlvery- 
ville, working there for several months. H e  has had a varied career and his 
life has been one of untiring and indefatigable industry. At different periods he 
has followed different occupations although on occasions more than one business 
undertaking has claimed his attention. For a year he conducted a cigar stand 
in the courthouse and for four years was police patrol operator. He also served 
as solicitor and collector for the Peoria Star during the first year of the existence 
of that paper and was largely instrumental in developing its first subscription 
list. H e  also became an active factor in local political circles and was secretary 



792 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

of the republican central committee, doing all in his power to further the interest 
and promote the success of his party. H e  served for two years as secretary of 
the Peoria Corn Exposition & Carnival Association, and his executive ability 
and progressive spirit were strongly manifested in this connection. At one time 
lie was secretary for the Central Illinois Fancy & Pet Stock Show, and for two 
years was proprietor of a hotel at Bartonville. He turned his attention to jour- 
nalism as publisher and editor of the County Official, a paper' dedicated to county 
officials of Illinois. H e  is now proprietor of a hotel a t  Rome, Illinois, but makes 
his home in Peoria, and for almost eight years has filled the position of county 
recorder, in which connection he is rendering: valuable public service. 

Mr. FVasson is well known .in political circles and is a member of the grand 
council of the Royal Arcanum. Since 1906 he has been treasurer of the Peoria 
Lodge of Ellis and has served as commander of the Illinois Order of Sons of 
Veterans-the highest office within the gift of that organization in the state. 
He  was a t  one time at the head of the Peoria Lodge of the Moose and he holds 
membership with the Knights of Pythias and the Redmen. His activities and 
his interests have been and are of a most varied character and yet in each he has 
worked effectively. H e  invariably accomplisl~es what he undertakes, seeming to 
possess a limitless amount of energy and enterprise. 

WILLIAM R. EA/IORY. I 
Individual success in any line of business is inextricably connected with the 

growth and development of the city in which the business is located. No man can 
be prosperous and prominent in his endeavors without contributing his share to 
!he general industrial progress. Prominent among inen of Peoria who have pro- 
inoted the city's interests by their individual success is William R. Emory, a 
partner in the firm of G. B. Todhunter & Company. He is a native of Peoria, 
having been born on June 2, 1883, the son of George H. and Minnie Emory. The 
family is of German and French origin, and has been in America for over one 
hundred and fifty years. The grandfather of our subject, Willianl Zindel!, 
fought in the Federal army during the Civil war and Mr. Emory is entitled to 
membership in the Sons of the Republic. 

Mr. Emory left the public schools of Peoria, where his early education was 
received, at the age of thirteen years, and entered the employ of Thomas & Corn- 
pany, in a minor position, which he occupied for about two years, leaving to be- 
come a delivery boy for the grocery firm of Gauss & Shui-tleff, where he renlai~led 
for three years. At the expiration of that period he entered the enlploy of Wil- 
liam Oberhauser, a druggist of this city, receiving t l ~ e  position on the strength of 
some experience in the drug business which he had gained by assisting in this 
line after school hours and during his vacations. TWO years after, Mr. Emory 
entered the railroad business in the capacity of fireman, and in his leisure hours 
studied bookkeeping and mechanical drafting, in ~vhich branches he soon became 
expert. H e  became bookkeeper for the Wahlfeld htanufacturing Company of 
this city, leaving that firm to accept a similar position with Todhunter & Alfs. 
His services in this capacity soon became valuable, and he eventually rose to the 
position of secretary and treasurer of the firm. I-Ie remained in this office until 
Mr. Todhunter severed his connection with the concern, when he resigned to 
become a partner in the new enterprise of G. E. Todhunter & Company, with 
which he has been connected since 1911. 

In 1904 Mr. Emory married, in Peoria, Miss Virginia M. TCuhn, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Kuhn. a pioneer in the dairy business in this city. 
They have two children, a son, William R., Jr., and a daughter. Margaret. The 
family residence is at r 205 Frye avenue. 31 r. Emory's political afiiiation.; a?-c 
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republican, and he is a firm believer in the party policies. He is a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and well known in the North American 
Union. His career is a signal instance of the power of hard work and determi- 
nat i~l l  in the making of a successful man. . 

FRANK FRITZINGER. 

One of the sources of Peoria's wealth and prosperity, which is too seldom 
recognized and too often overlooked, is the number of rich and fertile farms 
surrounding the city and across the river from it, which are under constant cul- 
tivation in the form of small truck gardens. The owners of these little spots of 
land are apt to grow rich quietly and unostentatiously, and their prosperity un- 
doubtedly results in added wealth to the city. Frank Fritzinger, now residing in 
Peoria at 912 Mollson street, spent his life before his retirement in truck farin- 
jng and gardening of this kind. He comes of an old family of gardeners, who 
first located just across the river from Peoria on the Tazewell county side, and 
were known for  many years for the remarkable quality of their fruits and vege- 
tables which they brought to the city daily in their market wagons. 

Frank Fritzinger was born on Good Friday, in April, 1865. His birth oc- 
curred on the site of the old "Tazewell House," which was a popular hostelry 
fifty years ago on the Tazewell shore of the Illinois river. His parents moved 
into Peoria county when Frank Fritzinger was very young, and he has lived in 
that section practically all his life. His father was a truck and garden farmer in 
Tazewell and Peoria counties, and was a familiar figure in the city market for a 
t~umber of years. Frank Fritzinger was educated in the public schools of Peo- 
ria, and upon the completion of his education, he joined with his brothers in the 
purchase of a number of large truck gardens near i\!tossville, Peoria county, a 
few miles from this city. In this sort of farming and gardening Mr. Fritzinger . 

spent his entire active life. H e  added contiilually to his holdings, until a t  the time 
of his retirement, he was the owner of many acres of rich farm and garden land, 
and was recognized as one of the largest truck farmers in the county. H e  per- 
sonally hauled many loads of garden truck to the city daily, and the produce from 
his farin amounted to many wagon loads each day. These he toolc to Peoria and 
sold in the old Central City Rlarket, which was an institution in those days 
in Peoria, and stood on the site of the present city hall. 

Mr. Fritzinger is married and has two daughters. At the early age of forty- 
six, Mr. Fritzinger has acquired a competence which has enabled him to retire 
from active life. H e  is a quiet, unassun~ing, courteous gentleman, well content 
to spend the remainder of his days with his family and among his many friends. 

E. J. CLAUSON. 

E. J. Clauson is an enterprising young farmer of Logan township, en- 
gaged in the cultivation of one hundred and twenty acres of land. His entire life 
has been spent in the township which is yet his home, his birth having occurred 
in 1882. H e  was reared to the occupatioil of farming and in his youthful days 
divided his time between the duties of the schoolroom, the pleasures of the play- 
ground and the work of the home farm, receiving practical training in the best 
methods of tilling the soil. H e  never changed his occupation and after arriving 
at years of maturity he began farming on his own account, and is now engaged 
in ihe cultivation of an eighty-acre tract of land belonging to his father, John Clau- 
son, and forty acres belonging to his brother-in-law. , H e  has his place well stocked, 
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keeping upon his farm nine head of horses, forty-five head of hogs and four 
head of cattle. H e  raises the cereals best adapted to soil and climate and his prac- 
tical, progressive methods bring to him substantial returns. -At the preserit time 11e 
has thirty acres planted to corn, twenty towheat,  forty to oats and thirty to hay, 
and the cultivation and care of his fields from the time of  early spring planting 
until crops are I~arvested in the late autumn make him a busy man, having few 
leisure hours. I-Ie gives his political support to the democratic party, having 
voted this ticket since age conferred upon him the right of franchise, yet he has 
neither time nor inclination to seek nor hold public office. H e  prefers to con- 
centrate his energies upon his business interests and has made for  himself a 
creditable position as one of the leading young farmers of this part of the county. 

'l'he tendency of the illodern times, wllen the attention of the American people \ 

has been called to nlisrule in public affairs, is to seek business nlen for public 
office, especially in the control of municipal affairs where the efficiency of the oflice 
depends upon the ability of the incuml~ent to carefully conduct business affairs 
relative thereto. I t  is not a matter of marvel, therefore, that Peter A. Johnson 
should have been chosen for the position of city treasurer which he is now filling, 
for  he had long been linown as an enterprising merchant of this city, his present 
connection bvith mercantile circles being that of vice president of the Charles 
Johnson Hardware Company. I-Ie was born in this city, *August 24, 1866, and 
comes of Gertnan ancestry. I-Iis father, John I-I. Johnson, left his home in the 
northern part of Germany in the early 'sos, crossed the Atlantic to tlie new woslcl 
and, making his way into the interior of the country, settled a t  Peoria where he 
followed the blacksmith's trade until 1867. H e  then removed to Farn~ington. 
Tllitiois, kvhere he contlucted a shop until 1886, and then returtled to Peoria, 
\vhere lie lived retired in the enjoyment of a well earned rest to tlie time of his 
cleat11 in 1890. I-Iis wife, who bore the n~aiclen nanle of lMary C. Reichardt was 
also a native of Germany. They hecame the parents of eleven chilclren of n~liom 
eight are yet living, George, Charles, Peter A., John, ThTilliam, Mrs. Helena 
Spindler, Mary ancl 14rs. llatilda England. 

Peter A. Johnson was only a year old a t  the time of the retlloval of the family 
to Farl~lington, ancl there much of his youth was spent, his time being largely 
devoted to the acquirement of a public-school education. In February, 18Sj, how- 
ever, when in his nineteenth year, he returiletl to Peoria and l~ecame an active 
factor in comniercial circles of this city as  an employe in the IVilson Grocery 
Company. I-Iis position was that of order clerli and he renlained with tlie house 
for about three years. Sul~sequently he served a three years' aplxenticesl~ip at 
the tinner's trade and was employed as a traveling man for about three years or 
until he joined his brother in organizing the present firm under the name of the 
Charles Johnson Hardware Company. They opened an establishment at  Xo. 
2023 South Adatlls street with Charles Johnson as the president, Peter A. John- 
son as vice president and IYilliam Johnson as  secretary and treasurer. The sub- 
ject of this review devoted everv energy to the uphuilding of the business which 
is now one of the extensive hardware enterprises of the city, having a l a r ~ e  trade 
which is constantly growing in volume and importance. A hi611 standard IS main- 
tained in the personnel of the house, in tlie line of goods ca r r~ed  and in the char- 
acter of service rendered to the public and promptness and reliability have 
constituted salient factors in their success. 

Peter -4. Johnson continued to devote his entire attention to  the business until 
-4pri1, 1911, when he was elected to the office of city treasurer. His previous 
official esperience had been secured during four years' representation of the sixth 
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ward in the city council. Of him it has been written: "Living in the strongest 
democratic ward in the city, he created a political sensation when he entered the 
lists as a republican candidate for the office of alderman and seemed to lead a 
forlorn hope. His personality and his popularity, however, were such that he was 
elected by a remarkable majority, considering the political complexion of the 
nrard. H e  retired from office a t  the close of h ~ s  term but a year later was again 
the nominee of the republican party and again was elected, a fact that indicated 
the approval of his course during his first term by his fellow townsmen." Indeed 
his political service as councilman was such that when he was brought forward 
for the ofice of city treasurer there was no opposition to his candidacy in the 
pirnary. The democrats put up one of the strongest men in their party as his 
opponent but the election gave him a large majority and he is now the custodian 
of Peoria's public funds. I-Iis public duties are discharged with the same care 

a~preciation with which he protects his individual interests. His integrity a s  
a business Inan and citizen are above question and Peoria is fortunate in having 
in one of its municit>al offices a man of such calibre, force and reliability. 

In Peoria, in 1891. Mr. Johnson was united in marriage to Miss Henrietta 
1 Riegel, a da~ighter of Antone Riegel, who came to this city from Germany xvlien 

eighteen years of age and as a carpenter was identified with its building opera- 
tions for many years. He died in July, 1911. Unto Mr .  and Mrs. Johnson have 
beet1 horn four daughters: AIabel J., Edna If. ,  Grace and Johanna. The family 
attend the German Lutheran church of which Mr. Johnson is a member, and his 
high principles are further indicated by his loyalty to the Knights of Pythias and 
Iiotlern \\'oodmen of America, in both of which organizations he holds member- 
ship. He has heen a lifelong resident of Peoria and his warmest friends are 
those \vho have known him from his boyhood to the present time, indicating that 
his career has ever been characterized by those personal qualities and business 
principles wliich in every land and clime awaken confidence and regard. 

CHARLES A. ROBERTS. 

Charles A. Roberts, who since 1898 has filled the position of clerk of the 
probate court, at Peoria, was born in Yates City, Illinois, on the 10th of Au- 
gust, 1862. H e  came from New England ancestry, the parents, Charles and 
Caroline (Metcalf) Roberts, both being natives of Maine. The father devoted 
aquarter of a century to the profession of school teaching, spending that time in 
Maine, New ;York and in Iowa. During the period of his residence in this county 
he held a number of school offices, serving as school treasurer of Salem town- 
ship for twenty-five years. He likewise filled the office of police magistrate for 
twenty years and in that position he rendered decisions that were strictly fair and 
impartial. His public service was ever characterized by faithfulness to duty that 
was above question, and wherever he was known he commanded the respect, 
confidence and good-will of those with whom he came in contact. 

Charles A. Roberts pursued his education in the public schools of his native 
city and no event of special importance occurred to vary the routine of life for 
him through the period of his minority. H e  started out to earn his own living 
in 1881 when nineteen years of age, becoming telegraph operator of the Chicago, 
Burlirlgton & Quincy line, at Canton, Tllinois. H e  remained there for three 
years, after which he was appointed agent at Elmwood, where he continued for a 
year and a half. On the expiration of that period he secured the position of 
superintendent of the stock yards a t  Quincy, Illinois, where he remained for 
three years and then again went to Elmwood, where the succeeding decade was 
passed in the position of station agent and telegraph operator. He left that place 
in Peoria. having I~een made clerk of the probate court in the election of 1898. 
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Previous to that time the office had never been a paying one but he placed it 
upon a profitable basis and has been the worthy incumbent in that position to the 
present time. H e  was called to this office as a candidate of the republican party, 
of which he has always been a supporter since age conferred upon him the right 
of franchise. He is careful, methodical and systematic in the discharge of his 
duties, which are always performed with a sense of conscientious obligation that 
has made his record a most creditable one. 

In  Quincy, Illinois, in 1889, Mr. Roberts was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Woolcott, of that city, and unto them have been born two children, .'%corde 
and Woolcott. Mr. Roberts has become well known in political circles and in 
other connections and has gained a large circle of warm friends among those 
who recognize his sterling worth. 

Andrew G. Forbes is senior proprietor of the Forbes Boiler Wdrlis on South 
Washington street in Peoria, but not only as a business man does he occupy an 
enviable position in the regard of his fellow citizens. H e  has made an equally 
creditable record in office and is now serving as an alderman, representing the 
fourth ward of the city for the third year. Peoria has numbered him among her 
residents since April, 1861. He is the oldest practical boiler maker here and has 
equal skill as a general machinist and engineer. H e  claims Scotland as the land 
of his nativity, his birth having occurred on the 10th of June, 1842. I-Iis pareilts 
were Daniel and Jennie (Gordon) Forbes, who sailed for the United States when 
their son Andrew was about ten or twelve years of age. They landed at New 
Orleans and from the Crescent Gity made their way up the hfississippi to St. 
Louis, Missouri, where the father engaged in business as a stationary engineer. 
At the time of the outbreak of the Civil war he enlisted for active service at the 
front but died soon afterward, being anlong the first who laid down their lives 
on the altar of the country in 1861. 

Andrew G. Forbes was at that time nineteen years of age. H e  had learned 
the boiler-maker's trade in St. Louis and in April, 1861, he came to Peoria, 
where he sought and obtained employment. His patriotic spirit, however, was 
aroused by the attempt of the south to overthrow the Union and in 1862 he en- 
rolled his name with the members of Company G, of the Sixty-seventh Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, and was mustered in at Camp Douglas, Chicago. H e  served 
for about seven months in guarding prisoners at Chicago and was then sent 
down the Mississippi river with the fleet to Vicksburg to exchange prisoners of 
war. Upon his return he was mustered out a t  Chicago and thence came agalil 
to Peoria. As previously stated, he is the oldest practical boiler maker of the 
city, having for more than a half century been identified with the business here. 
His capability gained him recognition and won him positions of responsibility. 
H e  was foreman of the boiler works for the Peoria, Pekin Pr Tacl<sonville Rail- 
road at Pekin, Illinois, for ten years, or from 1870 until 1880, when he was 
transferred to Peoria as  general foreman in the shops of the Peoria & Pekin 
Union Railroad. There he again served for  ten years, at the end of which time 
he was made division master mechanic of the St. Louis, Peoria & Northern Rail- 
road, contiriuing as such until the road was merged into the Chicago & Alton 
Railroad system. At that date he took charge as master mechanic of the Peoria 
Rolling Mills, in which capacity he continued for about six months, when he 
resigned and was succeeded by his son, W. S. Forbes. The father was then 
joined by another son, George A. Forbes, in establishing the Forbes Boiler 
Works. This association still continues. W. S. Forbes, however, has now left 
the rolling mills and is engaged in the plumbing and heating business in Pueblo, 
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I colorado. The Forbes Boiler Works erect tanks, smoke stacks, etc., and employ 1 ten or more men. Their business has grown along substantial lines and the 
thorough practical training of the father has been an element in its success. 
Whatever prosperity has come to him is well tnerited, for his life has been one 
of unfaltering industry, determination and fidelity. 

In 1863 Mr. Forbes was united in marriage, in Peoria. Illinois, to Miss EIla 
'R. Albert. who was born in this city and is a daughter of Peter Albert, one of the 
pioneer residents here. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Forbes have been born eight chil- 
dren, of whom six are now living: D. John, who is treasurer of the Peoria Water 
Worlis Company; Cora 0.; Elizabeth, the wife of Jacob W. Fisher; George ,A, ,  
who is a practical boiler maker and engineer and is in partnership with his father ; 
W. S., living in Pueblo, Colorado; and Catherine, the wife of W. E. Persons, 
general manager of the Larkin Company. Mr. Forbes is well known in fraternal 
circles. H e  has been an exemplary representative of the Masonic lodge since 
1865 and his two sons are also affiliated with Temple Lodge, No. 46, F. 8: A. M., 
in which the father has his membership. Andrew G. Forbes has also attained 
to the Knights Templar degree of the York Rite and is a member of the Mystic 
Shrine. H e  likewise belongs to Peoria Camp of the Modern Woodmen of Amer- 
ica and maintains pleasant relations with his old army comrades through his 
membership in the Grand Army of the Republic. His political allegiance has 
been given to the republican party since age conferred upon him the right of 
franchise. H e  has ever kept well informed concerning political questions and 
issues of the day and yet cannot be said to be a politician. He has held some 
offices but these have come to him in recognition of his merit. For six years he 
was a member of the board of supervisors and for two years acted as chairman 
of its building committee and as such made a remarlcable financial record, saving 
to the county many thousands of dollars. It  was his record in that connection 
that led his fellow townsmen to insist upon him becoming a candidate for the 
office of alderman. He was elected from the fourth ward and is now serving 
for the third year. In this as in the other offices which he filled he is laboring 
earnestly and effectively to prevent useless or extravagant expenditure and yet 
he does not hold to the side of conservatism to the extent of blocking public prog- 
ress or improvement. He believes in straightforward and honorable administra- 
tion of municipal affairs and over his public record there falls no shado~v of 
wrong or suspicion of evil. 

I D. B. PRICE. 

D. B. Price, who resides on his farm, which is situated one and one-half miles 
north of Hanna City, was born in Virginia, September 20. 1849, the son of Wil- 
liam and Norah (Ealdwin) Price, the former a native of Wales and the latter of 
Ireland. The parents came to America in 1840, settling in Virginia, and in the 
spring of 1863 removed to Illinois, locating in Limestone township. In their 
family were eleven children, of whom D. B. Price, of this review, was the ninth 
in order of birth. 

D. B. Price was reared under the parental roof and remained at home 
until twenty-two years of age, when he began working by the month as a farm 

I hand, being thus employed for four years and receiving from twenty to twenty- 
three dollars a month. In 1875 he rented one hundred and sixty acres of land 
in Limestone township and was engaged in farming it until 1883, when he bought 
eighty acres for  thirty-five dollars an acre in Rosefiel'd township, on which he re- 
sided for nineteen years. In 1892 he purchased an additional one hundred and 
twenty acres, paying for it forty-six dollars an acre, and in 1901 he sold forty 
acres of his first tract of land for four thousand dollars. He raises quite ex- 
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tensively corn, wheat, oats and hay and he also raises live stock, making a spe- 
cialty of hogs, cattle and horses. His farm is in an excellent state of cultivation 
and he is a very prosperous man. 

On the 24th of June, 1874, Mr. Price was united in marriage with h4iss Jemima 
E. Bishop, who was the daughter of Richard and Elizabeth (Brewer) Bishop, 
of Richwoods township. Mrs. Price is a very capable and cultured lady and for 
several years was a teacher in the public schools of Hollis, Limestone and Rich- 
woods townships. Being very energetic and ambitious, she obtained her educa- 
tion by working by the week during the summer and also by working for her 
board in the winter time while she attended the district school. In the year 187, 
she was a student a t  the Normal School a t  Peoria. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Price have 
been born five children: Mrs. Lola Huntborn, who was born June 24, 1875, and 
died November 9, 1909; Mrs. Eva Nora Siegel, who was born January 27, 1877, 
and who previous to her marriage was a teacher for ten years in the Rosefield, 
Logan, Kickapoo and Radner townships; Thornton E., who was born Decem- 
ber 17, 1879, and is engaged in farming in Logan township; Harrison A,, horn 
September 18, 1883, who is married and is now living in Peoria; and PIIargaret, 
born November 29, 1855, who has learned the trade of dressmaking and is now at 
home. Mr. Price is greatly interested in the cause of education and has rendered 
efficient service as a member of the school board for  fifteen years. He and 
Mrs. Price and their family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church at 
Hanna City and are widely known throughout the community, having a large 
circle of friends, in whose regard they stand very highly. 

The growth of industrial institutions is a fair index of the progress and 
prosperity of a city. Peoria's productive industries have been the source of her 
greatness and prominent among the commercial concerns of this character is the 
great Stuber & Kuck tinware factory, a plant extending from No. 2800 to No. 2824 
South Adams street, where the business has been carried on since December I, 
1887. The men who are dominating its activities, shaping its policy and direct- 
ing its trade are recognized as among the foremost representatives of industrial 
life in Peoria. The business was founded upon a small scale when the senior 
partner, Joseph Stuber, associated himself with Henry G. Kuck, buying out the 
interests of his former employer, Isaac Brandenburg. They carried on a tin- 
ware manufacturing enterprise upon a small scale for some time for the total 
capital of the two partners at the time of the purchase amounted to about five 
hundred dollars and all their equipment and s~lpplies were proportionately small. 
The  business, however, gradually grew until it is today one of the largest insti- 
tutions of this kind in Peoria. Every year new factories are added and new 
branches and departments installed. The building occupied today is one hun- 
dred and seventy by one hundred and sixty feet and six stories in height with 
basement. The factory is modern in all its equipment, being supplied with the 
latest improved machinery necessary in their line and the excellence of the prod- 
uct commands a liberal trade. The present plant has developed from a little 
factory twenty by ninety feet, on the second floor of a business block on South 
Adams street. The gradual growth of the business in indicated by the several 
1-emovals necessary to meet the growing demands of the trade. From the original 
quarters a removal was made to the corner of Hamilton and Water streets, the 
plant occupying a building fifty by thirty feet and three stories in height. Addi- 
tional space was secured by a second removal to a two-story building one hun- 
dred and twenty by one hundred and seventy-one feet, at the corner of Water 
and Walnut streets, and when the business outgrew its quarters there it was 
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to the river bank, occupying the old Glucose building with one hundred 
and thirty-three by one hundred and eighty feet, four stories and basement. 
~t length the firm sold that property to the railroad company and sought a site 
upon which to build. The result was the present commodious factory with its 
modern equipment, where is now conducted an extensive business that is grow- 
ing in volume year by year. The firm owns the entire block on Adams street 

1 and one hundred feet on Washington street and something of the scope of the 
industry is indicated by the fact that employment is furnished to an average of 
one hundred and fifty people. There is no kind of tinware or tin product which 
the Stuber & Kuck factory does not make. The firm specializes in the manu- 
facture of various kinds of self-sealing patented cans and has an extensive trade 
in cracker cans, pieced tinware, japanned ware and brass specialties. At the 
head of the enterprise are business men of well known ability, the labors of the 
one ably supplementing and roundinq out the labors of the other. Both Mr. 
Stuber and Mr. ICuck have practically given their entire time and attention to 
expanding the business, shaping its policy and controlling its output, and their 
tlnited efforts have brought then1 a most gratifying measure of success. The 
firm holds stock in the Ill~nois National Bank of Peoria and both l l r .  Stuher and 
Mr. I<uck are members of the Illinois Manufacturers' Association, in the affairs 
of which organization they have always been prominent. 

I EDWARD E. CORKEN. 

Edward E. Corken, who has since July 19, 1910, occupied the position of 
secretary of the Peoria Gas & Electric Company, with offices at 316 Jeflerson 
street, has been a resident of this city since 1902. EIe was born in Rock Island, 
Illinois, August 9, 1880, a son of Daniel H. and I\lary E. Corlien. The family is 
of Irish descent, the grandfather, John Corkell, having conle fro111 County Corli, 
Ireland. The father was a molder by trade and has the distinction of having 
made the columns for the capitol at Washington, D. C., the gates to the grounds 
andinany other things which are still in use. He was for thirty-five years super- 
intendent of the Rock Island Plow LVorlis and during his residence in Rock 
TsIand was honored by the people of that city who for eighteen years liept him 
in office as a member of the city council. Both he and his wife are yet living and 
make their home in that city. 

Edward E. Corlcen was reared a t  Rock Island, where he received a good edu- 
cation, finishing at Augustana College at the age of seventeen years. His busi- 
ness taste seemed to incline toward railroading and his first employment was in 
the general offices of the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad Con~pany, where he 
remained until that system was absorbed by the Chicago, Keokuk & Peoria. 
He also had the distinction of being the last man to receive pay from the com- 
pany with which he first was connected as an employe. His removal to Peoria 
occurred in 1902, con~ing as cashier of the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railroad 
Company, a position which he held until April, 1906. The efficiency and re- 
liability of Mr. Corken has made his services desired by numerous well known 
corporations, for in addition to his connection with the Peoria Gas & Electric 
Company he is secretary of the Pekin Light, Heat Ss Power Company and also 
of the Citizens Gas & Electric Light Company of Pekin and the Washington 
Light 82 Power Company. 

Mr. Corken was married in Peoria to Miss Minnie Ortell, of Rock Island, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. T .  Ortell, who at present reside in Freeport, New 
York. Mrs. Corken, however, was reared in Rock Island where her parents re- 
sided for  many years. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Corken, 
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Harry D., Dorothea and Cecilia, the two eldest attending the parochial school 
of Peoria. 

Mr. Corken gives his political allegiance to the democratic party, of which he 
is a stanch supporter. Fraternally he is affiliated with the Knights of Columbus 
and also belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America. The family reside at 425 
Peoria avenue. The accuracy which has always characterized Mr. Corken in 
his work, his untiring industry and his entire reliability, have heen prime fac- 
tors which have enabled him to hold excellent positions and make his services 
indispensable to the concerns with which he has been connected. H e  has become 
well known and popular in Peoria and is among those who are held in high es- 
teem in all the circles in which they move. 

WILLIAM E. WOLGAMOTT 

William E. Wolgamott, city electrician, now in his second term of office and 
well qualified by previous experience and thorough training for the work that 
devolves upon him, was born in Sacramento, California, September 2, 1876, a 
son of John and Albina (Bennett) Wolgamott. The niother was a daughter of 
the late James Bennett, for many years coroner of this county. In both the pa- 
ternal and maternal lines William E. Wolgainott comes of old families of this 
part of the state. The parents were inarried in Peoria and removed to Cali- 
fornia, where they resided for several years, returning, however, to this citv 
when their son William was six years of age. Through an extended period the 
father has been prominently connected with industrial and commercial activity 
here, being engaged in the manufacture of harness, which he sells both to the 
wholesale and retail trade, his business being established at 1306 South rldams 
street. He bought out his father-in-law, Mr. Bennett, with whom he had learned 
the trade and the latter, after engaging in harness making for inany years, 
turned his attention to the undertaking business and also filled the office of 
coroner. 

William E. Wolgamott was reared in Peoria and attended the local schools, 
after which he pursued a course in Brown's Business College. IIe was gradu- 
ated from that institution, and thus well equipped for life's practical duties he 
started out in the business world, working at the  plumber's trade for a year and 
a half. He then entered the eillploy of Robert Clarli in the gas and electrical 
business, continuing in that service for two years, and when his employer sold 
out to the Central Electrical Company, Mr. Wolgamott remained with the latter 
during the succeeding three years. He nest worked for a year for C. E. \tTheel- 
ock, in the electrical fixture business and for a year or two more followed his 
trade in Chicago and in Wisconsin. On the expiration of that period lie re- 
turned to Peoria and entered the employ of R. L. Fair & Company, electrical 
contractors, with whom he, continued for a year or inore. 

About that time Mr. Wolgamott was united in marriage to Miss Anna 11. 
Hart, of Peoria, a daughter of 3lichael I--Tart, and unto them have heen I)orii 
three children, Ruth Anna, Robert Alonzo and Dorothy Albina. After his mar- 
riage Mr. Wolgamott purchased the business of R. L. Fair & Company, which 
he conducted in partnership with L. Van Neyes, under the firm name of the 
Peoria Electric Company, at 102 Madison street. There he carried on business 
for  two years in that relation, after which he bought out his partner and was 
sole proprietor for two years. H e  then sold out and went to California, being 
employed for  two years in the southern part of the state and also in Oakland and 
San Francisco. He returned to Peoria about a year before he accepted his pres- 
ent position as city electrician, and during that year conducted an electric con- 
tracting business. H e  was called to his present position as city electrician 1 1 ~  
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Mayor Woodruff and the appointment was approved by the city council. H e  is 
now serving for  the second term and his service has been marked by devotion to 
duty that none can question. 

Mr. Wolgamott is a member of the Masonic fraternity and of the Modern 
Woodmen of America and he also belongs to the International Association of 
Electricians. At  the meeting held at Atlantic City in September, 1911, he was 
elected chairman of its executive committee, a position which indicates his high 
$tanding in the order and his recognized ability. 

J. ELLSWORTH BURBU, N. D. 

Dr. J. Ellsworth Eurby, physician and surgeon, has been known as an able 
representative of the medical profession in Peoria since 1895, maintaining an 
office a t  No. 120 North Adams street. His birth occurred at Fort Edward, New 
York, on the 13th of October, 1870, his parents being John and Ann Burby. 
b he father was engaged in business as  a paper manufacturer and gave his politi- 
cal allegiance to the republican party. H e  passed away in 1896 and was buried 
at Fort Edward. His widow still malies her home a t  that place. 

J. Ellsworth Eurby obtained his early education in the graded and high 
schools of his native town and subsequently pursued a course of study in the 
Fort Edward Collegiate Institute. I-raving determined upon the practice of 
medicine as a life work, he devoted his attention to the mastery of the profes- 
sion and in 1895 won the degree of 31. D. a t  Baltimore, illarylaud. Locating 
for practice at Fort Edward, New Ir'orlc, he there remained for three years, 
making a specialty of the diseases of men and women. During the past four- 
teen years he has been numbered aniong the medical practitioners of Peoria, 
being accorded a constantly increasing practice as he has demonstrated his skill 
and ability in his chosen field! of labor. 

On the I 1t11 of November, 1 9 1 ,  in Chicago, Dr. Burby was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Sophia Eisler, by whom he has one daughter, Eleanor. The fanlily 
~esidetlce is at No. 801 Perry avenue. 

WON. JEFFERSON R. BOU1,EVARE. 

I-Ion. Jefferson R. Boulevare, junior member of the law firm of Mansfield, 
Cowan & Boulevare, has been identified with the legal fraternity in Peoria since 
june, 1896. H e  was born in l3utnam, Illi~lois, July 27, 1867, the son of Judge 
W. Uoulevare. The father was judge of the county court of Clark county, 
Missouri, having filled out a partly expired term and later two full terms, and he 
also held numerous other honorary offices in that county. H e  was holder of 
large landed interests in Missouri and during the Civil war was a wearer of 
the gray in the Confederate army. He died in December, 1907, at the age 
of seventy-one years, and his remains lie in the family cemetery in Clark county. 
He is survived by his wife. Rlartl~a (\iroolridge) Boulevare, whose family 
is of English extraction, having been founded in this country several 
centuries ago. Her  immediate fanlily removed from Kentucky to Illinois 
at  a comparatively early date. The family of Boulevare is well known in Mis- 
souri and has the distinction of being a family of lawyers. Of French extrac- 
tian, the progenitors of the family settled on the American continent, emigrat- 
ing from 'England at a very early period, its various members having won dis- 
tinction in the Civil, liexican and Black Hawk wars. John N. Boulevare, the 
grandfather of the subject of this review, had the distinction of being one c4 the  



youngest and also one of the oldest members in the Missouri legislature. He was 
a large landowner, owning a t  one time about four thousand acres in Missouri and 
being a close personal friend of John West. 

The boyhood days of Jefferson R. Boulevare were spent in Illinois and his 
primary education was gained in the district schools. H e  later attended Gravels 
College a t  La Grange, Missouri, from which he was graduated in 1885 with the 
degree of A. B. Following his graduation he went to Tallula, Menard county, 
Illinois, and there taught as superintendent in the high school for five years, hav- 
ing PI-eviously taught for two years in the country schools. He inherited the 
legal instincts and inclinations of his family and, deciding to become a lawyer, in 
1893 he entered the St. Louis (Mo.) Law School, where he remained a stu- 
dent until 1895. In that year he was licensed by the supreme courts of Il/lissouri 
and Illinois to practice law and shortly afterward he went to Petersburg, Illi- 
nois, where for a year he engaged in teaching and also followed his profession. 
In 1896 he came to Peoria and engaged in the practice of law at first inde- 
pendently but later entering into various partnership relations. In  1910 he be- 
came the junior member of the law firm of Mansfield & Cowan, a relationship 
which still continues. H e  showed marlied skill in the handling of causes com- 
mitted to him and is now attorney for numerous corporations. H e  is a member 
of the Peoria and Illinois State Bar Associations and talies every opportunity to 
keep abreast of the times in all matters affecting his professional life. 

At Pittsfield, Illinois, April 23, 1908, Mr. Boulevare was united in marriage 
to Miss Jeannette L. Hicks, a daughter of N. T. and Charlotte Hicks. The father 
is cashier of the First National Bank of Pittsfield. Mrs. Boulevare is the niece 
of Jtldge Harry Higbee, circuit judge of the eighth Illinois judicial circuit and 
appellate judge of the fourth district of Illinois. She is a member of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution, being a direct descendant of Captain Simon 
Hicks, an officer in the Revolutionary army. 

Ms. Boulevare has always been a stanch democrat and popular in the councils 
of his party. H e  served in the forty-third and forty-fifth sessions of the general 
assembly of the state of Illinois, representing the eighteenth senatorial district. 
In  his fraternal relations he is a blue lodge Mason and is also a member of the 
Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America. He has likewise 
held illembership in the Creve Coeur Club. Through his political and profes- 
sional activities Mr. Boulevare has become well known not only in Peoria but 
throughout the state of Illinois and Peoria is fortunate in numbering among her 
citize~ls so able and representative a man. 

The undertaking business has no more able representative in this city at the 
present time than John W. Winzeler, who has been connected with that line of 
activity in Peoria since 1902. Mr. Winzeler is a good example of a self-made 
man, who has worked out his own honorable career by hard work, native in- 
telligence, and a high standard of honesty. H e  was horn in Toledo, Ohio, Nov- 
ember 21. 1871, the son of Theophile and Lydia (Ott) Winzeler. The hard- 
ships of his early life left him very little opportunity to acquire an education, 
and it was not until he was twenty years of age that he had the advantage of 
more than a few years study in a country school. Theophile Winzeler, the 
father of the subject of this sketch, was a farmer near Toledo, Ohio, but died 
when his son, John Winzeler, was but four years old, leaving his wife with five 
small children. One year later, the mother moved to Topeka, Kansas, bought a 
farm, and faced the world alone. All of her five children were compelled to 
assist in the management, and their early life was filled with the hard work I 
which farm life implies. When John Winzeler was twenty years old, he went i 
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to school in Bloomington, Illinois, and added to this a course at Brown's Busi- 
ness College, in Peoria, from which he was graduated in 1893. One year later, 
he started in the furniture and undertaking business in Tremont, Illinois, and 
was very successful. In 1902, being desirous of enlarging his field of activity, 
he moved to Peoria, where he opened his undertaking parlors and has done a 
successful business since that time. 

John Winzeler was married in Tremont, Illinois, November 13, 1895, to  
Miss Zella E. Johnson, a daughter of h4r. and Mrs. Daniel Johnson of that city. 
Mr. Johnson is a very prominent resident of his native county, is a veteran of 
the Civil war, and the owner of much valuable Illinois farm land. 

John Winzeler takes no active part in the politics of his city, beyond voting a 
consistently republican ticket. H e  is not connected with any church, believing 
in freedom of thought and in the right of every man to be the captain of his own 
soul. H e  is a Knights Templar Mason, and has been a member of the Creve 
Coeur Club of Peoria since his arrival here in 1902. His many genial qualities 
of heart and character have gained for him hosts of friends throughout the 
city, and his high standards of honor and integrity, have made him a prosperous 
and successful business man. 

SAMUEL WOOLNER. 

Alere success, throughout the history of the world, has never, save in a few 
rare instances, been the cause of any inan being reinembered by his fellowmen, 
and never has the mere accumulation of wealth won honor for the individual. 
The methods enlployed in the attainment of success however, may awaken ap- 
proval and admiration, for the world pays its tribute to him who, through en- 
terprise, unrelaxing efforts and clear-sighted judgment, makes advancement in 
business circles w i t h o ~ ~ t  infringing upon the rights of others, and who, in the 
years of his prosperity, recognizes his duties and his obligations to mankind. Such 
was the record of Samuel Woolner, who, throughout his entire career, never dev- 

I iated from a course he found to be right and who, when prosperity rewarded him, 
gave cheerfully of his means to assist others. He figured in the life of Peoria 

I as a distiller, financier and philanthropist. Here he passed away on the 4th of 
January, 1911, being then about sixty-six years of age, his birth having occurred 
at Szenitz, Hungary, on the I ~ t h  of March, 1845. H e  was the fifth son of Solo- ' mon and Sallic Woolner, also natives of Hungary, and while spending his youth- 

I ful days under the parental roof he mastered the common branches of learning 
, and also learned the distiller's trade, which had been the life occupation of his 

father. He was a youth of eighteen when he determined to come to America. 
I hoping that better business opportunities might he secured in this country than 

he could obtain in his native land. H e  was practically empty-handed when he 
arrived in the new world. H e  made his way to Cleveland where he eagerly 
availed himself of any opportunity that would yield him an honest living, work- 
ing at various pursuits for  several months. H e  afterward returned to Phila- 
delphia where he secured a position in a distillery, and the ability and resource- 
fulness which he displayed won him rapid advancement, and his labors brought 
to him a substantial financial return. Carefully saving his earnings he was at 
length able to engage in business on his own account, joining- his brothers Adolph 
and Ignatius in the purchase and conduct of a distillery at Louisville. Kentucky, 
in 1869. This they conducted for two years. when they sold out in that city and, 
in 1871. came to Peoria. They found a good field of  labor here and purchased 
several distilleries which they successfully conducted for a long term of years. 
The business is now being conducted by the descendants of Samuel Woolner I and of his brothers. When the three original partners had placed their busi- 
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ness upon a substantial basis they sent to Hungary for their two other brothers, 
Jacob and Morris H., and all became partners in the distilling business, each super- 
intending and supervising certain lines of the work and all bending their efforts to- 
ward the development of the trade which, in course of time, reached extensive pro- 
portions. They became one of the most widely known firms in the distilling business 
in the middle west, nor did they confine their efforts to this line alone. They lvere 
instrumental in founding and building up the grape sugar industry in Peoria, 
holding a large amount of stock in the Peoria Grape Sugar Company, which 
they organized. From time to time Samuel Woolner extended his efforts into 
other business fields, and all enterprises with which he became connected profited 
by his cooperation, his sound judgment and his keen business discrimination. 
He became a leading factor in banking circles, and after serving for a time as 
director he was elected to the vice presidency of the German American National 
Bank, the leading illoneyed institution of the city, and the predecessor of the 
Commercial German National Bank. Samuel Woolner also held stock in a num- 
ber of the leading Chicago banks. In 1894 he built the Atlas Distillery, then'the 
largest in Peoria, and, in 1890, he was associated with his brother Adolph, in the 
erection of the Woolner building, one of the largest and most complete office 
buildings in the city, splendidly equipped according to modern methods and 
l~uilt in an attractive style of architecture. I t  would be difficult to measure the 
influence of Samuel Woolner and his brothers upon the trade and business 
relations of the city. They have been most active factors in promoting Peoria's 
growth and upbuilding. 

In  positions of a public or semi-public character Samuel Woolner figured 
prominently. For many years he was a member of the Peoria Board of Trade 
and filled nearly all of its offices. H e  was again and again called to positions 
of public trust and responsibility, and during his many years' service on the 
city council exercised his official prerogatives in support of various moveillents 
and projects which have become tangible elements for good in the city's im- 
provement and development. H e  was tendered the nomination for mayor, but 
~~ress ing  business duties always forced him to decline the proffered honor. 

On the 20th of RIarc11, 1869, occurred the marriage of Samuel Woolner and 
Miss Johanna T'evy, who died in Peoria in 1872, leaving a daughter, I-Iannah, 
now the wife of Jiilliam E. \Voolner. On the 19th of October, 1892, San~uel 
Woolner was again married, his second union being with Miss Miriam Steru- 
I)ach, a tlaughter of Louis Steru1)ach. of Sen-  Yorl; city. Thev l~ecame the 
parents of one son, Seymour, who is now a student at Yale College. Mr. Wool- 
ner greatly enjoyed travel and utilized much of his leisure in visiting points of 
interest in the new world and in the old. H e  was a lover of the beautiful in 
all its phases as manifested in both nature and art. His sterling qualities caused 
hiin to be admired and respected wherever he went. His word was as good as 
his bond, and his humanitarianism reached out in lleli>ful spirit to all manliintl. 
H e  held membership in Schiller Lodge, F. & A. lI. ,  and attained the thirty-second 
degree of Masonry of the Scottish Rite. I-Te was president of the Anshai Ameth 
congregation of Peoria, thus holding to the religious faith of his fathers. and 
he was also honored with the presidency of the order of B'nai Brith for this 
district. H e  likewise served as president of the Home for Aged and Infirm 
Israelites at Cleveland, Ohio, and was a trustee of the Jewish Orphan Asylum 
in that city which maintains over five hundred orphan children. H e  served as 
president of the Union American Hebrew Congregations, which college is located 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. H e  contributed liberally to and was an active worker for 
almost every Jewish and non-sectarian charity and was recognized as a firm be- 
liever in conservative reform Tudaism, H e  hecame known as one of the fore- 
most Jewish philanthropists of America, civing generously and liberally where 
it was needed, and seeking always the welfare and advancement of the race. It 
has been said of him, "Nature endowed him with indefatigable will power and 
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thorough business sagacity which, coupled with sterling honesty and truthful 
habits, had not only gained him a reputation of being one of the foremost busi- 
ness men of Peoria but also won him fame throughout the country." He never 
had occasion to regret his determination to come to America, for here he found 
the opportunities which he sought, and in their utilization won advancement 
and gained the financial position which enabled hiill to do so much for his 
fellowmen. 

I JAMES CHRISTOPHER DOLAN. 

In the later years of his life James C. Dolan operated prominently, extensively 
and successfully in the real-estate field in Peoria, becoming a leading represen- 
tative of that line of business in the city. He was born here August 26, 1842, 
at the corner of Fayette and Adams streets, and his death occurred on the 12th 
of December, 1893, so that he was at that time in the fifty-second year of his 
age. His parents were Thomas and Judith (Boyle) Dolan, who were natives of 
County Louth, Ireland, and in 1836 came to Peoria county, where they were 
married April 22, 1839. 

James C. Dolan began his education in the public schools of Peoria, passing 
through consccutive grades until he became a high-school student, but he put 
aside his text-books on the death of his father, being then a youth of fifteen 
years. In early life he learned the machinist's trade but in early manhood put 
aside all business and personal considerations that he might aid his country in 
the Civil war. He enlisted at Springfield in 1863 as a private of the Eleventh 
Illinois Cavalry and was detailed for duty at post headquarters in that city. The 
coininander of the post had him con~n~issioned as second lieutenant and he was 
later transferred to Company G, of the Fifty-eighth Illinois Infantry, which 
regilnent he joined at Alontgomery, Alabama. Subsequently he was promoted 
to the rank of first lieutenant and later to that of captain, serving in that capacity 
ivhen mustered out. 

After the war Captain Dolan returned to Peoria, where he entered into the 
grocery business in connection with his brother, John F. Dolan. Later, how- 
ever, he returned to industrial pursuits, establishing a foundry and machine shop 
at Henry, Illinois. While thus engaged he took up the study of law with the 
firm of Lindsay & Feinse and was admitted to the bar about 1869. H e  con- 
tinued in practice fur several years but the latter part of his life was devoted to 
real-estate dealing in Peoria, in which connection he became widely and prom- 
inently known, handling many important realty transfers and promoting many 
property deals. In this he manifestccl sound judgment and marked discrimina- 
tion and his labors brought him merited and well deserved success. 

On the 18th of January, 1870, in the Riooney Settlement church, Rfr. Dolan 
was united in marriage to i\Iiss Mary A. Mooney, whose family came from 
Sew York city to Peoria county in 1835. It  was through the efforts of her great- 
grandfather Rlooney that the Dolan family came to Peoria county. Unto I I r .  
and Mrs. Dolan were born two children: Oliver J., who married Ida A. AIc- 
Kenzie, and thev have two children, James C. and Mary Angela; and Eliza1)etli 
II., the wife of tbr. E. IIcKenzie, 11y ivhom she has two children. Ryburn Ed~v:.artl 
and Lois Elizal~eth. The family are comrnullicants of the Roman Catholic 
church, to which Mr. Dolan also belonged. His political allegiance was ever 
given to the democratic party from the time that age conferred upon him the 
right of franchise. Hc filled a number of local offices, the duties of which he 
discharged with promptness and- fidelity. H e  served as township assessor and 
collector for several terms, was alderman from the old third ward of Peoria in 
1876 and 1877 and again from 1879 until 1890 inclusive, so that his incumbency 
in the position covered altogether thirteen years, during most of which time he 
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was chairman of the finance committee. His various reelections to the position 
indicated clearly the confidence vested in him by his fellow townsmen and his 
loyalty to the trusts reposed in him. H e  was also a member of the public library 
board and he cooperated in various plans and projects for  the public good, doing 
everything in his power to further the interests of the community along sub- 
stantial and enduring lines. 

JOHN LV. FULLER. I 
John W. Fuller, now living practically retired in Peoria although prominently 

known in political circles, was born at Vevay, Switzerland county, Indiana, Xo- 
ven~ber I ,  1839. His father, 13enjamin F. Fuller, was a farmer by occupation, 50 

that in his youthful days John \Y. Fuller had the usual experiences of the farm 
lad. He attended school in Ghent, Kentucky, and was also a public-school pupil 
in I l l iois .  He also attended the I-iinman school and began work in the office of 
the county recorder, copying records under Joseph T. Barkinan. He afterward 
sccepted a clerical position in the office of Mors, Bradley & Company, beginning 
work in that connection when fifteen years of age. H e  remained with the house 
for some time and in 1865 went to Cl~illicothe, where for seventeen years he 
was closely connected with business interests as a grain and lumber dealer, as a 
grocer and as a loan agent. These various occupations claimed his time and 
attention and brought him substantial success until 1882, when his hearing became 
aff'ected and he retired from business. He then returned to Peoria in 1584 and 
began writing editorials for the n'ational Democrat and the Peoria Freeman. He 
was appointed chief clerk in connection with the construction of the government 
building and held that position for five years, or until the building was com- 
pleted. This was not his first connection with public office, however, for while 
in Chillicothe he had held the office of supervisor, at one time was acting mayor 
of the city and was a school director, highway con~n~issioner and in fact t001i 
a very active and helpful part in public affairs and in promoting the welfare 
of the comtnunity. 

In 1864, i\lr. Fuller was united in marriage to l l iss  Sarah 1'. Truitt, a 
(laughter of l-Ienry Truitt, of  Chillicothe, Illinois, u7l1o tliecl April 28, 1890. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fuller are well lino\\~tl in Peoria and have an extensive circle 
of nlarnl friends in this city. Xlr. Fuller is prominent in Afasonic circles. l)c- 
longing to Peoria Commandery, No. 4, K. 'T., and to other branches of 
Xlasonry here. As an Odd Fellow he has fillet1 all of the chairs of the local 
lodge and was a delegate to the grand lorlge for several years. I-Ie holtls 
~nembership in the Episcopal church. His polit~cal support is given to the demo- 
cratic party and for fifteen years he served as chairman of tlle democratic central 
committee. H e  cast his first presidential ballot for Stephen A. Douglas and has 
voted for each democratic presidential nominee except Bryan. His influence in 
political circles has been of no restricted order. H e  has been an active 117orlier 
for his party and in this as in other connections it is characteristic of Mr. 
Fuller that he lal>ors entirely for the attainment of success. 

BERNE hrl. MEAD. 

Among the rising young bankers and business men of Peoria, Berne 11. ,\feat1 
occupies a prominent and honorable place. A s  cashier of and largest stock- 
holder in the State Trust & Savings Bank of Peoria he has his fingers on the 
financial and civic pulse of this city, occupying a conspicuous place in all its 1 
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activities. Illinois numbers Mr. Mead among her native sons, his birth having 
occurred in Chillicothe, Peoria county, May 17, 1880. H e  comes of ancestors 
identified with the banking business. His maternal grandfather, P. T. hIatthews, 
came to Chillicothe in 1836, becoming a pioneer banker of that place, where after 
a well spent life he passed away in 1908. The parents of our subject are William 
n4. and Minnie A. (Matthews) Mead. His father is a prominent business nlan 
of Chillicothe, a t  present being cashier of the bank of Truitt-Matthews Sr Com- 
pany there. H e  was one of the original partners in that banking concern, a 
position which he has held since its establishment. Previously he Lvas in the 
drug business, an occupation which he took up in 1868. 

Cerne AT. Mead was reared in Chillicothe, where he received his early edu- 
cation in the public schools. After completing that course of instruction he 
entered St. John's i\~Iilitary School at l\lanlius, New York, where he remained for 
four years, subsequently becoming a student in Knox College at Galesburg. 
Illinois, from which he was graduated in ~ p o .  Inlmediately after conlpleting 
his school work he entered the bank a t  Chillicothe, where he occupied a respon- 
sible position. In 1901 he accepted service with the old Peoria Kational Eanli, 
where he ren~ained for some time. Later he became identified with the Commer- 
cial German National Bank. serving that institution most acceptably. On Feb- 
ruary I ,  1910, succeedi~lg W. 31. lliood, former cashier of the Interstate Cank 
& Trust Company, he entered upon the discharge of his larger and nlore exact- 
ing duties, a position which he is holding with credit to himself and to the entire 
satisfaction of the directory of the bank, which since has assumed the name of 
State Trust & Savings Bank of Peoria. 

I11 1901 Mr. Mead was married to Miss Lenna Short, of Topeka, Kansas, 
and there have been born to them two children, Charles William and Berne 
hIatthe\vs. Jr. Mr. Mead is a member of Phi Delta Theta, a college fraternity, 
and also belongs to the Creve Coeur and Peoria Country Clubs. H e  is an inde- 
fatigable worker for  the comlnercial and civic interests of Peoria and is always 
on the alert to render the city any assistance within his power, striving to the 
extent of his physical, mental and financial ability to advance the interests of 
this important Illinois city. H e  is always ready to put his shoulder to the wheel 
to further any meritorious public enterprise and is recognized as being one of 
the most public-spirited in the set of the younger business men. 

J. 11. ALEERS. 

It  is a well known fact that the city of Peoria is indebted much to its retail 
merchants who have a t  various periods of its eventful history settled here, and 
who during a long succession of years by systematic application of industry and 
business integrity, added materially to its wealth and importance. Among these 
may be placed John H. Albers, proprietor of the Wallcover Shoe Store at I 12 
South Adams street. Mr. Albers' reputation has always been of the highest, and 
its effects upon his trade have been quick and telling. There is probably nothing 
of more importance in the business world than a strict sense of honor, unim- 
peachable integrity, and honest policy. All these qualifications Mr. Albers ~ O S -  

sesses in a marked degree, and they have made his life successful. He is a 
splendid type of the alert, energetic, progressive business man, to whom ob- 
stacles serve rather as an impetus to renewed labor than a bar to progress. 
Progressiveness and wealth in a city depend intrinsically upon the volume of 
its business, and the honesty with which it is conducted and this volume and 
honesty can never be attained by any city, except through the individual efforts 
of its citizens. 



814 IIISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

John H. Albers was horn in Petersburg, Illinois, September 13, 1874. His 
parentage was German, the father, being born in the northern part of that 
country, came to America when a boy, and settled almost immediately in Peters- 
burg, Illinois, where he became a prominent shoe merchant and so continued 
for twenty-five years. John H. Albers was a pupil of the grammar and high 
school of Petersburg. In the afternoons, after school, and on Saturdays, he 
helped in his father's shoe shop, and became familiar with all the details of the 
business. His father inculcated in his son his own qualities of energy, ambition 
and strict business honesty, which are the foundations of the son's success today, 

When John Albers was seventeen years of age, he left school and came to 
Peoria, to accept a position in the shoe house of Wynd & Company, where he 
remained for nine years, giving evidence of his superior merits and business tal- , 
ent. The next six years were spent with the J. Thielbar Company and in the 
Douglas shoe store. These years of apprenticeship were probably the most valua- 
ble experience. which he could have in preparation for his life's business. The' 
firins by which hlr. Albers was employed were the largest and most prominent 
in the city, and offered their enlployes an opportunity to become acquainted with 
the most efficient business methods in the old-time paternal spirit. 

I n  1906 Mr. Alhers, in partnership with his father, bought the IValkover 
Shoe Store at 122 South Adarns street, from 0. H. Harvey, who owned it at 
that time. The father died two months after the transfer was made, leaving the 
business to his three children, John Albers, a sister and a brother. Since that 
time the business has increased enormously every year. Mr. Albers' executive 
ahility, his power to see to the bottom of intricate affairs, and his fertility of 
resource, and his facility in the management of a large business, have rendered 
his succes5 inevitable. The Walkover Shoe, in which he deals exclusively, is sold 
in every city in the United States, Europe and South America, and the factory 
makes over twenty thousand pairs a day to supply the demand. 

Life has been a quiet one with Mr.  Albers, no political office, no large cor- 
porations, no clubs and little else outside of purely bt~siness transactions having 
interrupted the even tenor of his way. What political affiliations he has are 
republican, hut he keeps himself independent politically, and always votes for 
the best man. H e  is a member of the Masonic order, having attained the Knight's 
Templar degree, and also l~elongs to the Knights of Pythias and the Knights of 
Khorassan. 

On April 19. 1899, Rlr. Albers married Niss l'irginia 1-Toit. the daughter of 
a prominent physician of Elmwood, Illinois, and their married life has been 
ideally happy. Mr. Albers' many qualities of head and heart have drawn 
around him a large circle of friends and acquaintances, who wish him well and 
all of whom feel proud of his friendship. 

FRANCIS A. EDWARDS. 

The student of history cannot carry his investigations far into the records 
of Peoria county without learning that the Edwards family has figured long and 
prominently here and that in all that stands for development and irnprovemenr 
they have taken an active and helpful part. Such has been the record of Francis 
,4. Edwards, now a resident of Peoria. For an extended period he was connected 
with agricultural and commercial interests but is now practically living retired, 
giving his attention only to the supervision of his investments. When Peoria 
county was on the very borders of western civilization the Edwards family was 
established in this part of the state. They were descended from Scotch-Irish 
ancestry and a t  an early period in the history of Virginia the family was planted 
on American soil. His paternal grandparents were Thomas and Elinor (Scott) 
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Edwards, who were natives of Hampshire county, Virginia, where they owned a 
large plantation and a number of slaves and also large woolen mills. The growing 
west attracted them, however, and in 1833 Peoria county witnessed their advent 
among her early settlers. They met the usual experiences incident to frontier 
life when the homes of the settlers were largely log or little frame cabins. Peoria 
was then a tiny hamlet and Chicago had not yet been incorporated as a city. The . 
great broad prairies stretched for miles away, covered with the native grasses and 
starred wit11 a million wild flowers in the month of June, while winter brought one 
unbroken and dazzling sheet of snow. Following his arrival in Peoria county, 
Thomas Edwards entered a farm. His death occurred about 1855 and his wife 
passed away ten years later. 

Edward D. Edwards. father of Francis A. Edwards, was born in Hampshire 
county, Virginia, in 1819, and spent his youthful days upon his father's plan- 
tation in that state. H e  pursued his education in the subscription schools of t!le 

I neighborhood and following the removal of the family to Illinois when he was I , a youth of fourteen years, he worked on his father's farm. Later, however, he 
turned his attention to farming and homesteaded and entered various tracts of 

I land and also purchased still other tracts, owning at one time sixteen hun- 
I dred acres, most of which was in Rosefield township. H e  became one of the 

most successful and progressive farmers of his district and aided largely in 
laying the foundation for the present progress and prosperity of the county, for 
his work converted the broad prairie into productive fields, whereby the value of 
the land was greatly enhanced. In addition to his farming interests Edward D. 
Edwards built seven miles of the old Peoria & Oquawka Railroad, now a part of 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. He also built a large flour mill at 
Edwards Station which cost eighteen thousand dollars, but this was later de- 
stroyed by fire. H e  opened the first coal mine in Kickapoo township and con- 
tinued an active and helpful factor in the work of general improvement and 
progress to the time of his death, which occurred in 1856. His political alle- 
giance was given to the republican party but he never cared for nor sought of- 
fice. He married Susan Elizabeth Schnebley, the marriage taking place in Rich- 
wood township at the home of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schnebley. In 
the family were eight children : Thomas Henry, now deceased ; Ellen Jane, the 
deceased wife of D. S. Geigley; Alice and John, who died in infancy; Francis 
-4.; Edward D., who is living in Peoria; George IV., n ~ h o  died at the age of 
t\venty-t\\.o years; and Susan Elizabeth, the wife of R. F. \-an Arsdale. 

Francis A. Edwards, whose name introduces this record, pursued hi.; edu- 
cation in the school at Edwards Station and also in Heading Semiriary a t  Ab- 
ingdon, Illinois, in which he spent one term. H e  left school a t  the age of seven- 
teen years and for six months thereafter was a resident of Altona, Illinois, after , 
which he returned to the old home and assisted his mother in farming. Three 
generations of the Edwards family were born on the E. D. Edwards, Sr., home- 
stead, Francis A. Edwards, his sons Paul and Fred L., and his granddaughter 
Grace Edwards. The  old place is endeared to him through the associations 
of his boyhood and manhood and there he continued to live until about 1890, 
when he removed to Peoria, remaining for a year. H e  next entered the grocery 
business at Edwards, his family remaining in school in Peoria, and there lie 
continued in the trade during 1892-3. H e  then sold out and again came to 
Peoria, where he became engaged in the wholesale and retail coal business. He 
organized the Manhattan Coal Company and under that name conducted busi- 

' 

ness for many years, but eventually sold out in that line and has since given his 
attention to the management of his farming properties. H e  and his brother 
Edward D. Edwards purchased the interests of the other heirs in their father's 
estate, which consisted largely of farm lands. In 1909, however, Francis A. 
Edwards sold all of his interests and bought his grandfather's homestead, the 
ownership of which he still retains. H e  is a man of sound business judgment, 

I whose entire life has been characterized by enterprise and advancement, and in 
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all of his dealings he has maintained an unassailable reputation for integrity ancl 
reliability. 

On the 2d of October, 1877, Mr. Edwards was united in marriage to Mis, 
Emma Lackey, a daughter of Dr. Charles E. and Magdeline (Pettit) Lackey, 
the former a native of New York and the latter of Pennsylvania. At one time 
her parents resided in Virginia, where she was born but subsequently came west 
to Illinois, settling in Putnam county, where the father engaged successfully in 
the practice of medicine. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Edwards have been born two son:,, 
Fred L. and Paul L., of whom the latter was mine examiner at the Olympia 
coal mine. H e  married Mae Patton, of Rosefield, and their children are Grace:, 
Lee E.  and Susan E. He is now farming his father's farm in Fulton county, 
near Smithfield, Illinois. Fred L. Edwards died in 1900 at the age of twenty- 
two years. 

Mr. Edwards has always been devoted to the welfare of his home and family 
and has never sought to figure prominently in public life. He is, however, very 
widely and favorably known, having a circle of friends almost coextensive with 
the circle of his acquaintance. H e  belongs to the Odd Fellows society and to 
the Woodmen camp and his political allegiance is given to the republican party. 
He is a liberal-minded man of broad views and of sound judgment, who has 
been active in promoting the welfare and progress of Peoria county, where he is 
ranked as an honored and representative citizen. 

LAFAYETTE DALTON. 

LaFayette Dalton, who since 1905 has lived retired in Elmwood, was born 
in Elmwood township, December 8, 1848, his parents being Avery and Delilah 
(Dalton) Dalton. His paternal grandparents, Samuel and Ludah (Mustine) 
Dalton, were natives of Virginia, of Scotch-Irish descent. The father was in 
the War of 1812 and about 1822 he and his wife moved to Ohio, settling in 
Highland county. His wife, Ludah Dalton, died in Virginia in 1827 and is 
buried near Petersburg. Later he came to Illinois and made his home with his 
son, Avery Dalton, the father of the subject of this sketch, until his death ill 
1862. The maternal grandparents were Henry and Elizabeth (Smith) Dalton, 
the father a native of Virginia and the mother of North Carolina. They moved 
to Ohio at a very early date and in 1829 came to Illinois, where the grandfather 
passed away in 1862 and the grandmother in 1871. The father, Avery Dalton, 
was born December 20, 1808, in Pittsylvania county, Virginia. I n  1830 he 
came to Illinois and located near Farmington, where he met Delilah Dalton, 
whom he married on September 10, 1835. She was a native of Ohio, born May 
19, 1818. One year after their marriage they purchased a farm of forty acres 
on section 19, one and one-half miles south of El'n~wood. They were very 
prosperous and later became the owners of over four hundred acres of valu- 
able land. H e  resided on this farm until 1905, when he went to live with his 
son Cicero, with whom he remained two years. For the past four years he has 
resided with his son LaFayette, of this review. Avery Dalton is now the oldest 
living settler in Peoria county and the only living veteran of the Blacli Hawk 
war, in which war he served under Colonel Stillman, enlisting at Canton. He 
has ever taken a very active interest in the public welfare and helped to hew 
the logs for the first courthouse in Knox county. H e  was always considerate 
of his neighbors and his devotion to his family was ever one of his salient 
characteristics. H e  is fond of outdoor life and his chief recreations are Eunt- 
ing and fishing. His wife passed away June 16, 1901. He has now reached 
the advanced age of one hundred and three years and he attributes his long 
life to his temperate ways, for he has never used tobacco or any intoxiciting 
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licluors. In  his fanlily were five sons and four daughters. Only three of the 
~011s are now living and they all reside in Elmwoocl tow~iship. The youngest 

lives on the old homestead and still resides there in the old homestead cabin 
which was erected in about 1836. The sons are Cicero, LaFayette and James. 
LJvery Dalton now lias two great-great-gralitlchiltlren ant1 al~out  t\ve~ltr-se.r.en 
,oreat-gra~~dcliildre~~. 

I.alTayette Ilalton receivetl his education at tlie I'helps school in this tojvn- 
rill his life he has been associated nrith ~ o r l i  on the farm and also en- 

gaged in the coal business, operating a nline on liis fathers' place for several 
Pears. I-le resided on the farm until 1905 ~vllen he nlo\,ed to I?ln~wootl, lvhere 
jle a handsome home antl now lives retiretl. 

On tlie 5th of Octobel-, 1875, Jlr.  llalton ~veddetl l l iss  1Iargaret .\. 1:utler. 
~vlio was born at Elm\vootl, March I j, ~ S j g ,  tlie (laughter of St:unlc!. ant1 Sarah 
I Dalton) 1:utler. The parents were 110th I~orn in this count!.. the father. April 
21, 1830. antl the mother, in 1841. 1;oth are no\v deceasctl, Stanley Eutler 
I)assing a\\-a! January .i, 1894, and his wife ill TSGZ. In their family \\-ere two 
children: Rlargaret A.. now Mrs. 1,al;ayette Dalton; ant1 1:lizal)eth. .After 
the tlenth of Sal-ah ( 1)alton ) 1:utler. Rlr. 1:utler was again married and of his 
second marriage were born three cliiltlren. The pateriial grandparents of Mar-' 
garet A. ( Rutler) Dalton were John and Margaret ( Steers ) I<utler, who \yere -. 
early settlers in this count!-. coming fro111 Ollie. 1 lle maternal grantIl,arents. 
Davitl and I>ucy Dalton. were also fro111 Ohio ant1 earl!, settlers here. T o  1I r .  
allcl Mrs. 1-aFayette Dalton liave 1)een born four children : Eva .\lmetla, who is 
the wife of LaFayette D. Threiv; a son. who tlietl in i n f a ~ c y ;  and .Inna l l a e  
;!nd I'crna I-Tazel, 110th of whoni are at  homc. 

In liis political views LaFayette Daltori is a rel)ul)licau :untl he has servetl 
2s road commissioner. TTe has always l~een grcatl!, interested in the I\-orl.; of 
etlucation and for oIrer t~\re~ity-l~ine years have been school tlirector in t\vo dis- 
tricts. Fraternally he is identified with tlie Ilasons and \vith tlie Ttldependent 
Order of Otltl Fello~vs. Having spent all liis life in this to\vnsl~il,, he has wit- 
nessed many of the chauges that have here occurred and has al\va?s been a 
llelpful and cooperatit factor in pul)lic advancement. TTis recortl in lmsiness 
circles is a most commenda1)le one. TTe lias slio1v11 himself to he n man of re- 
;ourccful ahilitj. and his unabating energy and keen discrimination liave gai11-ed 
for hi111 success. ~vhile liis straiglitfor~vard clcaling has made his career a most 
llonot-al~le one. 

A ~~rorn inent  representative of the strenuous business life of I'eoria is An- 
drew J. O'Neill, sole proprietor of the plumbing and steamfitting firm of John 
O'Neill & Sons, with offices and general headquarters at KO. 208 blain street. 
He was born in this city, where he has since resided. November 4, 1865, his 
father l~eing Tohn O'Xeill, who with liis three sons founded the present busiliess 
at No. 218 kfain street in 1885. John O'Neill has been a resident of Peoria since 
1849, coming here from New York city, where he was employed as a stationary 
engineer. His wife was Miss Gridget Powers, now deceased. He  is nonr living 
retired, enjoying the fruits so richly earned of his life \vorli. management and 
gconomy. 

Aildrew T. O'Neill was educated in the common schools of Peoria, \vliere he 
pnrsued his 'studies with the energy wllich has since characterized his business 
life, acqt~iring an education well fitting him for the business and social relations 
\vhich he nlaintains. I ih i le  yet a student we find him a t  work at odd times in 
his father's shop or detailed to assist in doing \+rorli in various parts of the city 

Tol. 11-:3 7 
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under the efficient supervision and direction of the senior O'Neill. Thus he grew 
to manhood and while yet in early years he, with his two brothers, Charles W. 
and John, Jr. (the latter now deceased), was taken into the business, thus be- 
ing estal)lishecl the well known firm and name to which Andrew J. OINeill has 
succeeded. Mr. O'Neill is doing a large contracting business, installing plumb- 
ing and steam-heating plants of all descriptions, from the smallest to the largest, 
throughout the city of Peoria and the surrounding territory. Mr. O'Neill's bus- 
iness methods, ability and integrity have made his name and workmanship syn- 
onyms for honesty and efficiency throughout the district which he serves. Thus 
it follows that a business established on comparatively small lines has grown as 
the years have sped by until now no one in Peoria can be found unacquainted 
with the reputation of the present successful 1)usiness man, ilndrew T. O'Neill. 
I-[e was in 1910 elected vice president of the Peoria Builders Exchange, serving 
in that capacity throughout the year. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Alr. O'Neill chose Miss 
May I-lartlt. He is a member of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and 
the Creve Coeur Club, Alr. O'Neill has in his nature a generous admixture of 
those clualities making him popular as a cluh man, friend and neighbor, and his 
contribution to the civic ant1 social life of his city is not inconsiderable. 

1 SAAC WALKER. 

'I'he record of lsaac Wallier is one which reflects credit and lionor upon t h  
history of l'eoria, although alnlost a third of a century has passed since he was 
called fro111 the active affairs of life. H e  was numbered for a long period among 
the leading merchants here and gained substatltial success as  a reward of his 
labors, but more than that, he was nurnbered among the high-minded Christian 
1ne11 to w1101n life tlleant more than the attainment of prosperity. At all times 
he recognized his obligations to his fellowmen, to his city and to the country at 
large. and he resolutely and gladly nlet every duty which devolved up011 him. 
r. l o  at1 hotlorable, ul)right man, ~vhose life was of real worth in the world, we 
therefore pay this tril~ute. 

r\ native of l'ennsylvania, hlr. Walker was born at \Villiamstown, Lancaster 
county, 011 the 1st of Deceml~er, 1803, his parents being Janles and Ann (Cain) 
Wallier, who came to America from the north of Ireland. In the nlaternal line 
the family comes of Scotch-Irish ancestry. Spending his youthful days in his 
native town. Isaac Wallier there pursued his eclucation and afterward entered 
l~usiness circles it1 connection with the hardware trade. I-Ie was thus identified 
with the commercial interests of \Villiarnsto~v~l until 1843 when he removed to 
I'eoria, then largely a western frontier town. H e  recognized his opportunities, 
Ilowever, anrl here fornled a partnership with I-Iarvey Lightner for the conduct 
of a retail and jobbing hard~vare business, their store being situated at the cor- 
ner of Fulto~l and Water streets. For about two years they remained at that 
location, when their trade delllanded larger quarters and they erected a building 
on brain between iiashington and \Vater streets, re~lloving thereto immediately 
after its coml~letion. .\ change in the personnel of the firm occurred 1v11en Mr. 
r,iglltner sold his interest to George T-I. AIcIlvaine, at which time the style of 
IValker & McIlvaine was assumed. This rclatiot~ \\-as continued for many years 
and the fir111 hecame recognized as one of the foremost representatives of trade 
activity in eastern Illinois. They removed to hlr. McIlvaine's building on Adams 
hetween Jlaitl and Fulton streets and there continued until hIr. RIcIlvaine with- 
drew fro111 the business to turn his attention to banking. New quarters were 
the11 secured at the north\vest corner of IVashington and Fulton streets and Mr. 
\Yalker, \\~Iio had h i l t  up a large trade as a jobber as \\,ell as  a retailer, began 
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to devote his attention more excltisively to the wholesale end of the business. 
His son Edward H. was taken into the partnership and for some time Alex- 
ander Thompson was also a member of the firm. In his business affairs Mr. 
Walker was conservative and at all times safe and reliable. After he was joined 
by his son, the mallageillent of affairs was largely turned over to the latter who 
infused into the business the illore progressive, nlodern methods, and the result 
was soon seen in the increase in business which doubled the volume of trade. 
~ l t l ~ o u g h  gradually yielding the management of the house to other hands, Isaac 
Walker remained at the head of the firm and his sound judgment ever continued 
a valuable factor in the control and policy of the house to the time of his death, 
which occurred on the 27th of November, 1880, when he was in his seventy- 

year. Following the death of the father a new location for the business 
was  ought and secured on Xdams street between Liberty and Fulton streets 
and there the enterprise was conducted until the conlpletion of the splendid new 
business block a t  Nos. 514 and 516 South Washington street. The business was 
reorganized under the style of The Isaac Walker Hardware Company, which 
name was assumed as a memorial to the founder, his children thus delighting 
to do him honor. 

On the 1st of April, 1845, was celebrated the marriage of Isaac Walker and 
Miss Sarah S. McIlvaine, a daughter of Robert and Sarah (Siemens) McIl- 
vaine, of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. They became the parents of seven 
cl~ildren, of whom four died in,infancy, while three are yet living: Edward H., 
who became his father's successor as head of the business and is now presiderit 

1 of the Isaac Wallcer Hardware Company; Mary, the wife of ITrilliam ,4. Her- 
son; and Anna, the wife of N. G. Moore. 

In  matters of citizenship Mr. Walker ever stootl for all that was highest and 
most beneficial and his study of the political issues and questions of the day led 
him to give loyal and patriotic support to the republican party. H e  was a firm 
believer in its principles and while he never sought nor desired office for himself, 
always gave his earnest support to the party and its candidates. In 1858 he 
came out openly as a supporter of the Christian religion and in 1866 transferred 
his membership by letter to the Second Presbyterian church of Peoria, to the 
teachings of which he was ever loyal, exemplifying in his life his religious be- 
lief. Religion became a part of his daily conduct and guided him in his rela- 
tions with his fellowmen and to his country. He gave freely as his prosperity 
increased and was ever generous in his support of philanthropic enterprises. 
It has been said that he never had an enemy. None could doubt the sincerity 
of his motives and the loftiness of his purpose. H e  was ever ready to estend a 
l~elping hand wherever he could render assistance. His life was at all times a 
serviceable factor in the world's work and he contributed in large measure to 
the material and moral progress of Peoria. His example may indeed serve as 
a source of inspiration to others and his memory remains as a blessed benedic- 
tion to all who knew him. 

JOHX H. MORSE. 
I 
I 

To the business pioneers in the cominercial activity of this city. Peoria owes 

1 much of her present great development and her progress in her business circles. 
The men who came here half a century ago and strove against the elementary 1 commercial conditions, building up enterprises, fighting for a start, struggliilg 

I for continuance, and coming at last to triumphant success, are the men upon 

1 whom the solid foundations of this city rest. Prominent among men of this 
class was John H. Morse, jeweler in Peoria for many years and an inventor of 
great talent and accomplishment. 
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:\lr. iarlock was a p l ~ o i ~ ~ t e d  by the government as one of the proi~isional juilges ill 

the i'hilil~l~ines, since \vhich time he has been alone. 
. i t  I'ekin, Illinois, on the 16th of May, 1860, Mr. Foster was united in mar- 

riage to Miss Sarah E. Tackaberry, a daughter of 11Iiddleton ant1 Olive 'I'acka- 
berry. The  father was one of the early pioneers of Tazewell county, having 
iocatetl there in 1829. 1-Ie was a t  one tinle a metnl~er of the state legislature and 
ior illally years he discharged the duties of county judge. Five chiltlren \Irere born 
to Mr. aild Mrs. Foster, as  follows: zirthur 'I?., a captain of the Nineteenth 
Illfantry and major of the Sei~enth 1:attalioil of Philippine Scouts, who died of 
Ileast disease in hlanila in December, 1910, and is 1)uriecl in the Sational ceme- 
tery a t  Arlington ; Gillxrt and Eugene, 110th of whom died in infancy : Walter 
W., 1 1 7 1 1 0  is a ranchn~an in Colorado ; and Florence 0.. \vho ~narr ied \Villiam A. 
Fleming, a practicing attorney of Rrainerd, ;\linncsota, and  formerly a illember 
of the legislature and a judge of that state. The fanlily were called upon to 
mourn the loss of the wife and mother in 1878. l l r s .  T;oster i.: buried on tlie 
fanlily lot in Taaliesitle cenleterv at Pekin, \\-here their two sons are  also in- 
terred. 11s. Foster lives at  r)2T State street, which propert!. Ile acquired \\-lien he 
first canle to T'eoria, ant1 his office is locatecl a t  33 ;lrcade Imilding. 

Slr.  Foster is a meml>cr of thc cliapter of tlie llasonic fraternit!. a l~ t l  lie also 
I~elongs to the Renevolent T'rotective Order of Elks, while he 111aintains rela- 
tions \\-it11 his 1)rofc~sio11 1111-ougli the medium of his conliection ~vitli the l'eoria 
I:;LI- \ssociation. 111 politics hc is a stanch tlemoct-at. :~l \ \ays gi\-ing his su])l)or-t to 
the men and measures of that party. l l r .  Foster has an estcusive accluaintance 
]lei-e ant1 has hosts of fl-ientls as  in all of his clealinp he has contlucted himself 
in a manner to entitle him to the esteenl and confidence of those 11-it11 \\-horn he 
con~es in contact. 

[Ion. C'lat~dius Ulysses Stone, meml~er of congress and junior partlier of the 
law fir111 of Eagleton & Stone, of l3eoria, uras born l l a y  11, 1879, ~ I I  Menard 

1 cou~lty. Illinois, a son of I\'illianl Lee and Johatlna Stone. ;it the usual age he 
1 enterctl the pul~lic schools of his native county, continuing his studies until 

graduated froill the l l ' c s t e r ~ ~  Illinois Sonna! College in 1900 \vith the degree of 
1:. S. I le  spent t ~ v o  tcrnls as a law stuclc~lt in the University of Ilichigan, but 
in the meat~time tool< up the profession of teaching \vl~ich he follon~ed 111 rural, 
village ailtl high scliools as his ability developctl a t~ t l  he ~>rogresse<l in the pro- 
fession. I-Ie has made valuable contribution to the educational system of Peoria 
county, I\-llcre he served as coutlty superintendent of schools from 1902 until 
1910. 111 the meantime his reaciing and study of law had prepared him for prac- 
tice and in 1909, successfully l~assing the examination, he was adlllitted to the 
bar. H e  has since engaged in practice and the In\\- firm of Eagleton & Stone, 
of ~ \ h i c h  he is junior partner, is enjoying a large clientage of a tlistillctively 
representative character, connecting the111 with much of the inlportant litigation 
tried in the courts of this district. hIr. Stone fully realizes the necessity of 
thorough and careful preparation and accluaints himself wit11 every 1)hase of his 
cause before a p p e a r i ~ ~ g  in the courts. I-Ic devotes his time at present between 
his professional cares ant1 legislative duties for in 1910 he was elected to repre- 
sent the sixth district of Il l~nois in congress and tooli his seat as a n~emher of 
the I~ouse in 191 I.  We has alivays given his political allegiatice to the clemocratic 
party and is promi~lellt in its local cou~lcils a~l t i  not L I I I ~ ~ I I O I V I ~  as a party leader 
in this state. - 

O n  the 18th of June, 1902, in Peoria, Mr. Stone \\-as marriecl to Miss Gene- 
~ i e v e  Francis, a daughter of Norton L. Francis. They hold membership in the 
Second Presbyterian church of Peoria and arc  prnl~lil~ent social1~-, theirs being 



a hospitable home, the social features of which are greatly enjoyed by their 
many friends. Mr. Stone has an interesting military record covering twelve 
months' service following his enlistment for the Spanish-American war. He 

I 
joined the army as a private, being promoted to the rank of corporal, and for 1 
four months was on active duty in Cuba. He belongs to a number of the fra- 1 ternal organizations including the Masonic, the Odd Fellows, the Modern Wood- 
men of America and the Knights of Pythias. H e  is well known to the mem- 
bership of the Creve Coeur Club and in social, political and professional rela- 
tions has throughout his life made continuous advancement, bringing him to a 
prominent position in all these different relations. 

THOMAS F. McQUEL1,ON. 

.\mong the men of this city who not only hold a strong position in the esti- 
mation of the people of Peoria, I ~ u t  who give promise of future excellence and 
usefulness in our community, is the gentleman whose name heads this sketch. 
The measure of man's success is not measured by the height he has reached, but 
the point from wl~icll he had to climb, and judging 1)y this standard, the record 
of Thomas F. McQuellon is a notable one. 

Mr. McQuellon is a type of Peoria merchant of wl~om the city is justly 
proud, whose enterprise and integrity have not only developed the industry of 
the city, but have given it a reputatio~l for fair dealing and honorable methods. 
Mr. McQuellon belongs to that class of citizens, who although undemonstrative 
and unassuming in their natures, nevertheless form the character and make their 
impress upon the business activities of the city in which they live. It  is this class 
of sturdy, honest, fair-dealing hard-working citizens, who in the long run, develop 
our manufactures, spread our con~merce, and build up our business. 

Thomas F. McQuellon was born at 712 South Washington street, Peoria, 011 

November 30, 1865. I-Ie was the son of an Irish laborer. Patricli McQuellon 
who came from Ireland in 1850 and settled in Coston, from whence he went 
to Providence, Rhode Island, in 1853, where he married Mary r\lcQuellon, also 
a native of Ireland. and the mother of the sul~ject of this slietch. The move to 
Peoria was made in 1854, and this city has been the home of the family ever 
since. 

Thonlas McQuellon received his education in St. Patrick's parochial school 
and the oltl Sixth Ward scl~ool. At the age of seventeen, his education was 
considered conlplete, and he was apprenticed to Mr. Frallli McLoughlin, a plum- 
ber of Peoria, with whom he served for seven years, becoming tl~orougl~ly 
acquainted with the details of his trade, and illastering its intricacies by the hard 
work and concentration which have always distinguished him. When his ap- 
prenticeship was over. Mr. ~lcQuellon worked at his trade for two years in 
the elnploy of Mr. Klingel, when the "wanderlust" seized upon him, and he 
started out to travel. For five years, the young inan journeyed over America, 
getting as far as the Pacific coast in his travels, dependent upon no one but 
himself and his work for the means of subsistence and the money for his travels. 
-4fter five years, Mr. McQuellon again came to Peoria, where he worked at 
plumbing in various shops in the city, until eight years ago, when he joined in 
partnership with Mr. Sherry under the name of McQuellon & Sherry and opened 
a store of his own at I I O  South Madison street. The business venture was 
successful from the first. In a few years the little shop was too small 
for  the growing trade, and Mr. McQuelIan bought his partner out, and estah- 
lished his present perfectly equipped shop at 336 South Jefferson street. Here, 
Mr. Quellon is conducting one of the most prosperous plumbing establishments 
in the city. His success in life is assured. Business honesty and rare personal 
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integrity have won for him hosts of business friends, and his reputation is high 
in ~ e o r i a  for fair dealing and honorable methods. His business is constantly 
increasing. When the new Manual .Training high school was erected in the city, 
Mr. McQuellon was selected to install all the heating equipment. He has re- 
cently placed an entire new system of vacuum steam heating in the Douglas 

and he had charge of the plumbing in the high school annex, in the 
Glen Oalc and the Columbia schools. 

Mr. McQuellon has the distinction of being the first plumbing inspector of 
Peoria, having been appointed by Mayor Warner in his second term, when the 
state law required that the city be supplied with an officer to inspect the plumbing 
of ihe public institutions. H e  is very much interested in politics, and takes an 
intelligent interest in all public affairs. His political affiliations are consistently 

1 democratic. H e  is an active meillber of the Knights of Colunlbus and of the 
Master Plumbers' Association. He belongs to the Roman Catholic church, of 
which he has been a devoted member all his life. 

Mr. McQuellon has been married twice. His first wife was Miss ,411na Cullen 
! of Peoria, whom he nlarried in 1888, and who died two years after in 1890, 
I leaving him one son, Thomas, who is now twenty-one years old, and associated 

with his father in the business. In 1896, Mr. McQuellon married Miss Katherine 1 Ryan, also of Peoria with ~ h o m  he has now spent many years of a happy 
I 
I wedded life. 

I A self-made man, the business record of Thomas ILlcQuellon is highly credit- 
able. The gifts of men are infinite in character and degree, but the rarest is 
the faculty for honest work. I t  is this faculty that puts them in the front ranks 

1 in the businesi world, and it is to this faculty that Thomas F. 1IcQuellon owes 
his success. It  is due to men like him-n~en who are intelligent factors in every 
idea and ~vork  that helps in development-that cities gronr large and prosperous. 

ROBERT C. BRADLEY, 31. D. 

In the fourteen years of his connection with professio~lal interests in Peoria, 
Dr. Robert C. Bradley has become widely and favorably known. H e  entered 
upon his worlc here after thorough training in the St. Louis University Medical 
College. I-Je was born in Gloomington, Illinois, July 12, 1873, his parents being 
Dr. R. D, and Elizabeth (Icarr) Bradley. For about fifteen years the father 
ranked as the leading surgeon of this city, but removed westward to the Pacific 
coast and is still a resident of California. 

Dr. Robert C. Uradley of this review came to Peoria with his parents when 
a small boy, and entering the public schools, therein pursued his education until 
graduated from the high school in 1893. In 1895 he entered the medical col- 
lege of the St. Louis University, for he had determined to make the practice of 
medicine his life ~vork and his studies were directed ~vi th  that end in view. Fol- 
lowing his graduation he entered the Spai1is11-~\1~lerica111erica war with the Naval 
Reserves, and in Septenlber of the same year returned to Peoria county for 
practice. He followed his profession in I<ickapoo township from 1898 until 
1903, and then went to New Yorli, where for a year he served as interne in 
Bellevue Hospital. H e  also pursued a course in the New York Post Graduate 
School and thus further qualified himself for the onerous and responsible duties 
which continually devolve upon the physician. He now engages in general prac- 
tice in both medicine and surgery. In the winter of 1904 he returned from 
Xew York and opened his office in Peoria, where he has since remained, and his 
ability is attested by the liberal patronage accorded him. 

Dr. Gradley was united in inarriage to Miss *Alice Hyrma. and they had 
one child. l f a r y  E. Follo~ving the death of the mother. Dr. Bradley wedded Miss 



P 7 Charlotte I'erliins. 1 hey are well linown socially in the city ant1 their circle 
of friends is constatltly ilicreasiilg as the circle of their acquaintance I)roa(Iens, 
Dr. Uradley is a n~enlber of the Rlasonic fraternity and his loyalty to tlie teach- 
ings of that order indicates how Iiigh are his statldards of life. IIe is interested 
in all that pertains to pul>lic progress and to tlie welfare of this city and yet 
lie never allo~zrs outside interests or activities to interfere \vith the faithful per- 
formance of his l>rofessional duties. f-le is a member of the l'eoria City ;\ledical 
Society, the llliliois State lledical Society at~t l  tlic rinlerican AEetlical Associa- 
tion, ancl hc is no\v serving for tlie thirtl year as county 1>liysicia11. This is the 
or~ly office he has ever sought or held, as he prefers to give his undivitletl at- 
telltioil to t l ~ e  \\.orli that tie\-olves u11on him in his professional co~~iiections. 

I t  is a noteworthy fact, ;ill(! one which in 110 s~nall  111easure astol~ishes the 
average 1)usiness illall f roi~l  other cities, that Inany of the 111ost illll)ortalit enter- 
prises i l l  this city arc coi~trolletl and goverlletl 1 ) j  the 1)rains and energies of 
comparatively young Inen. 1 lere it1 I 'eoria, with its eight). thousantl inhabl. 
tants, we find these yo~u lg  men at tlie heat1 of great business enterprises, occu- 
pying honored positions in their communities, coiitrolling and directing the 
movemellts of vital industries, and giving an ii~ipetus to the entirc I~usiness of 
the city. 

During the last quarter of a century, tlie ne\vspal~cr i~usiness of L'eoria, has 
grown to be of such an cnornlous importance in the illuiiicipal life, that it no~v 
commatlds tlie attelltion and cooperation of our most influential, eilergetic, 1)ul)- 
lic-spirited citizens. Many of these are comparatively youilg men still-men 
\\rho have worl,ed their \Tray from 11uml)le beginnings, ancl 1)). pi-aise~vorthy 
1)erseverance. intlon1ital)le courage and intlustry, havc carvet1 their nal.nes up011 
the scroll of I~onor in I'eoria. Such a ma11 is Charles I I. ,\Ja>., the subject of 
~ l i i s  ~ l i e t ~ l i ,  who is ~)ul)lislier of tlic great morning pa1:cr of thc city, l'he L'eoi-!'a 
1 Ieraltl-Transcript. 

1'rol)ably no class of men in tlie city, have inorc to do n~ i th  tlie gro~ving 
greatness of I'eoria, with its iml)ro\~cd municipal activities, \\.it11 its prosperous 
and fiourisliing 1)usiness life, than have the nernrspaper men, and Mr. AJay is 
a newspaper lllatl of the first \vatel-. 'IIe started ill tlie husiness a t  tlie early age 
of eighteen years. Jlis I)egitlnin$ \\.as 1itunI)le.' Thc  man n7ho Ivas to becol~le 
the owner of t:~e 111ost entei-prlsing. a:ld public-spirited of Peoria's papers, 
started ~ v l ~ e n  lie was a llici-e l~oy,  as tyl~esctter on tlie little lrorton Advocate 
tvhicli was tlie leading paper of his home town. Even the11 Mr.  May's dis- 
tingushing qualities of capacity for hard nrorli, and intelligelit grasp of l~usi- 
ness detail stood him in good stead. I-Ie was successful as a typesetter. H e  
(lid his work \\re11 alltl thoroughly. I Ie  oftcii had to conle into I'eoria at ilight. 
a distance of ten miles, to get advertisiug for liis paper. ljut Air. JIay was 
an indefatigable xvorlier, and gave liis best efforts to tlie little paper, and liis 
success from the beginning was proiiout~ced and sure. Charles I-I. May was 
born in Morton, Illinois, on A\l~ril  IS, 1876. H e  came of sturdy old Ger~nall 
stocli, his father being Cllristian May and his mother, Mary ( 1Iay) Nay. I-Iis 
father was a native of Germany ant1 left that coul~try at  the age of twenty-one 
years, and settled in America, \vliere he was nlarried and where his cliildren were 
I~ortt. Charles I-I. May received his early educatioli in the priniary and gram- 
mar schools of Morton. Illinois. Upon the conipletioll of Iiis high school course, 
14r. ;\lay entered Knox College, Galesburg, Illinnis. 

His newsl~aper career began at the agc of cightccn, whilc hc was still going 
to scl~ool. After his successful venture on the 1Tortoti --!ltlvocate, Mr. hilap 
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tvas ~~ronlinently identifiecl \vitli the Knox County News and tlietl with tlie 
tialesburg Mail. 1Ie then took over the nlallagetlleilt of l\lcClure's Sews- 
paper Syndicate ill S e w  Sr'orli, which positioii he resigned seven years ago 
to collie to I'eoria as publisher of the Peoria Herald-Transcript. Under 
Mr. May's able managemellt since that time, tile paper has growtl remarl;- 
ably, ha\~ing tripled its circulatioll in the seven years of his control. I t  is 
noiv the only morning newspaper in l'eoria, and also the only repul~lican 
I~ublicatioi~ of the city. I t  lias always stood for the l~est  tliat is in the re- 
puljlican party, and lias been a vital force in politics, 110th mutlicipal and 
statc-wide. I\lany a states~llail in office today thanlis the I'eoria Heralcl- 
'I'ratlscril~t for  its a l~le  c-lefense and lieen aid given in time of crisis. For 
honorable policy, for straightforward statement of its ~>osition on any cluestion, 
for sure cliampionsllip of all that is right ant1 honest in any conflict. for lieen, 
liye, up-to-date ne~vs ,  the liatlle of tlie Peoria I-feraltl-l'ranscril~t stands as a 
synonym today. This sul~remacy tlie paper o\ires to the fact tliat the nian \vho 
controls its policy lias the quickness of the progressive lnail and is alive \\-it11 
the spirit of tlie timcs-a lllall of 11~siness 1jr011113tness ant1 decision, ~vhich 
cnal~le hiiii to transact business 1vit11 rapidity ant1 ivithout apparent fatigue- 
a i ~ l a : ~  of sturdy will, clear mintl, and indomitable determitlatiot~. 

In 1897, 3Ir. May rnarrietl 1Iis.s 1:lauche --Ildrich of (;alesl)urg. Illinois, ant1 
their fifteen years of nlarrietl life have 1)een prosperous and liapl)!-. Slr. and 
Slrs. Slay now occupy a charming home at j43 1Ioss a\-enue. 

i n  1911, hl r .  JIay \\-as appointed a niemher of the state board of managers 
of the I'ontiac Reformatory of Pontiac. Illinois, a position lie has filled with 
much credit ever since. IIe jvas recently selected 11y Dr. C. U. Collins, presi- 
dent of the Peoria Alssociation of Commerce, a 1lieml)er of his executive com- 
mittee. Mr. May's clul) affiliatio~is are extensive. There is scarcely a club in 
Peoria of wl~ich he is not a mellzl~er. Me takes an active interest in the Creve 
Coeur Clu11, the Illii1ois \-alley Yacht Clul), tlic Canoe Clu11. the Countr!~ Club. 
the Xutcmohile Club, and 11iai1y others. 

, \s  o\\rner and publisher of the o~iljr morning ne\vsl)aper in Peoria. llolding 
an i m l ~ ~ r t a n t  position anlong tlie ne\vspal>ers of the city, Mr. 1Iay has man!- 
other things to do besides grasping tlie 01)inion of tlie hour ant1 enforcilig it 
daily in the columns of his pu1)licatlon. FTe has largely to l)e a business mail. 
and ad~lliiiistrator of affairg anrl a illallages of men, and in many 1iTays a vast 
deal nlore than tlie i~itellectual interpreter of the opinions which slioulcl he 
presented in the journal under his c11a1-ge. 

Etln-arc1 C. Rohlfset~ is living retired at S o .  1339 Gle11 Oali avenue after an 
active and useful life spel-zt pritlcipally in tlie livery 1,usiness. I-Ie has a record 
of sixteen years' colltiiluous identificatiotl \vitli this line of occupation in I'eoria. 
where he operated a moclern, progressive ant1 prosperous enterprise during the 
time. H e  \vas 1)orn in Taze\\-ell county. Illiiiois. Deceml)er 16, 1853. ant1 is a son 
of El~erhartl and Follia ( I:elieret~tls) Rohlfsen, natives of (;ermatly. 'I'he father's 
birth occurred in that coutltry on July 22, 1835, and lie passetl an-ay at the age of 
seventy years. IIis n-ife was 11or1l in 1816 and died at tlie age of nincty-one. 
They came to .-\lnerica ant1 settletl in Tazenrell coutity. Illinois. \vllere tlle father 
followetl far~ning until liis death in 189;. 

Ed~vard  C. Rolilfsetl attended the public S C ~ I O O ~ S  of llis native sectjoll and 
colllpleted liis education in I3rowtl's I3usiness College of Peoria. I-Iis cliildliootl 
was passetl upon his fatlles's farill and lic l~ccame acquainted a t  ail early age 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 
, 

830 

with the details ancl methods of modern agriculture. He remained at home 
until he was twenty-six years of age and then moved to Peoria, where he estab- 
lished himself in business at No. 1301 North Adams street. I-Ie later disposed 
of this enterprise and engaged in the livery business, following this line of occu- 
pation for  sixteen years and gaining during that time a distinct and substantial 
prosperity. Sixteen years' connection with this occupation gave him an expert 
linowledge of its details and practical skill in carrying on the business. He made 
his enterprise successful by adhering always to upright and straightforward 
standards and by pursuing a constant policy of progress. For some time he 
operated his farm of two hundred and sixty acres in conjunction with his com- 
mercial activities but disposed of that property in 1910. In the same year he 
erected his present residence at No. 1339 Glen Oak avenue and retired. 

On April I ,  1877, Alr. Roh1fse.n was united in marriage to Jliss Sophia 
lljeller, a daughter of Lewis ant1 Minnie (Green) Iieller,  natives of Germany. 
Mr. and 3Irs. Rohlfsen are the parents of four children, Lewis E., AIinnie ?\I., 
Flora I/. ancl Cornelia. In  his political affiliations Xr .  Rohlfsen IS independent 
of lines ancl parties ant1 votes according to his personal convictions. l l e  l)elongs 
to the English Lutheran church and is a meml~er of the Masonic order, helongillg 
to Schiller Lodge, No. 335. P. & A. hl. Mr. Rohlfsen is one of the prosperous 
citizens of Peoria, well liked and highly esteen~ed l)y his many friends. He owns a 
fine home anrl still retains his ownershi11 of his livery enterprise and is interestecl 
in Rohlfsen Hall. His life has not been conspicuous in any way but its activities 
have always been straightforward and honorable, his interest in the affairs of 
his community intelligent and his public spirit broad and effective. These cluali- 
ties as elements in his character have made him successful according to the 
truest standards and have gained hill1 recognition as a valuetl citizen who is a 
credit to the community in which he has resided for so niany years. 

JOSEPH 1'. DURKIN. 

In financial circles of Peoria Joseph P. Durkin has won a creditable name 
and place for  himself. H e  is now the secretary ocind general manager of the 
Title and Trust Company and also the secretary and one of the tlirectors of the 
.Dime Savings & Trust Co. of this city, his identification with the former dating 
from its organization on the 1st of August, 1890. He has also been connected 
with the latter institution since it was forn~ed. The two are closely allied, hav- 
ing the same officers, while the same straightforward, upright business policy 
is maintained by each. The Title and Trust Company is the largest realty and 
abstract concern in Illinois outside of Chicago and Mr. Durkin's special work 
is in the Abstract and Guarantee departments. 

H e  has always lived in Peoria and his life of well directed thrift and energy 
has gained him a high position in public regard. H e  was born May 6, 1863, ant1 
is a son of James and Bridget (Moran) Durkin. H e  was reared in this city, 
attended the public and parochial schools here and after putting aside his test- 
books learned telegraphy with the Western Union Telegraph Company. He 
also worked as a telegraph operator on the line of the \Vabash Railroad and 
with the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad. H e  left the railroad service. to 
become weighmaster for Elevator A, one of the large grain elevators of the city, 
with which he was associated for four years. He spent the succeeding six 
years-from 1884 until 1890-as deputy circuit clerk in charge of the recorder's 
office in the courthouse of Peoria. leaving that position on the 1st of August, 
1890, to become associated wit11 the Title and Trtlst Company. During the past 
twenty-two years he has figured prominently in connection with financial inter- 



HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 831 

I ests here, and the success of the two institutions with which he is affiliated is 
due in no inconsiderable measure to his efforts, business ability and keen sagacity. 

In 1888 Mr. Durkin was united in marriage to Miss Annie M. Cross, of 
Peoria, who died leaving two children, Harry A., and William F. Mr. Durkin's 
religiot~~ faith is that of the Roman Catholic church, in which he was reared, 
and he is now chairman of the board of directors of Spalding Council, No. 427, 
Knights of Columbus. H e  likewise is a member of the Creve Coeur Club and 
is widely and favorably known in this city, where practically his entire life has 
been passed. He is a man of excellent purpose, accomplisl~ing what he under- 
takes. H e  is notably prompt, energetic and reliable and he has in large measure 
the gift of common sense, which is too seldom found in the business world. 
I-Ie readily grasps the possibilities of a situation and utilizes them to good advan- 
tage to the benefit of himself and the institutions \\;it11 which he is connected. 

I ADAM KOHL. 

1 No country of the old world has given to the new such active, sturdy, reliable 
and eficient citizens, as has Germany. The qualities of citizenship which have 
made Germany today a power in the politics of the world, a great and mighty 
nation, rich in resources, wealthy in l~onorable people, are flourishing now in 
ilmerica in the descendants of these citizens and are making them, as were their 
iathers, pure-minded, high-souled, upright men. Peoria is particularly fortunate 
in numbering among her citizens a number of this class of men, either German 
by birth or by direct descent, who are doing their utmost to contribute their 
share to the prosperity, business development, and conlmercial prowess of the 
city. 

Prominent among men of this class is Adam Kohl, whose name heads this 
sketch. The German qualities of sturdiness in work, unflaggiilg industry. grim 
determinatio~i to carve out for themselves an honorable destiny, industry, pride 
in honor, hard work, are all exemplified in a large degree in Mr. Kohl. 

H e  was born in Platz, Ravaria, Germany, February 27. 1859, the son of 
Adam and Margareta (Schneider) Kohl of that city. H e  received his educa- 
tion in the thoroughly equipped public scl~ools which Germany offers for the 
upbringing of her sons. Adam Kohl remained in his native country long 
enough to serve his time in the German army at Wuertzburg, Bavaria, and then, 
while still a young man, he came to America, June I ,  1851, and settled altllost 
imnlediately in Peoria, which has been his home since that time. He opened a 
butcher shop at the corner of First and Sanford streets, which he conducted for 
five years, with considerable success. The next twenty-two years of his life were 
spent as manager of the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Association, in which position 
his acute business instinct, and his unflinching honesty won him a remarkable suc- 
cess. In 1912, he left the ,Anheuser-Busch Company to go into the delicatessen 
business for himself. He has a most inviting little shop at the corner of leffer- 
son and Fulton streets stocked with every delicacy whicll the most delicately 
formed taste could desire. It is a pleasure to enter his store. so cool, so clean, so 
utteriy tempting is everything in it. As a business man he is very successful and 
has accumulated a competency which has not come.to him by inere luck. His husi- 
ness reputation in the city is of the highest. His word in any business trans- 
action is never cluestioned. and his honest dealing and the high quality of his 
goods, have won for him hosts of friends and customers. 

Mr. Kohl does not ally himself with any political party, but irrespective of 
partisan ties and party platforms, he reserves the right to cast his vote for tllc 
man whom he deems best fitted to serve the interests of the comn~o~~\vealth. 
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l-le is prominent in the Masonic order, aild is an  hoiloraq 111eml)er of the r,ieder- 
lirailz Singing Society of this citj.. 1 Ie is also a meml~er of the llli~lois \-alley 
\-acht Clul). 

Mr. I<ohl was illarrietl in Peoria on the 26th of N o v e ~ l ~ l ~ e r ,  1884, to Alisj  
I!aI~etta ISichhorn, tlaughter of I'eter ant1 Eliza1)eth ( Kircher ) I:ichho~-~i, \ ~ ~ l l o  
came to Peoria in 1880 froill \Valtlorf, Germany. l l r s .  Iiohl's family are related 
to the --Istor faillily which also coines fro111 \\jalclorf. 31s. atltl 1 1 s ~ .  I<olil \lave 7 .  cne sou, John ,\clam I.;ohl, antl one tlaughter. , \ m a  llargaret.  I lie family is all 
ancient ant1 11011o1-al)lc one i l l  (;et-man!-, and can trace its tlcscent cle:irl!- 1)acli to 
the year 1600 at Salzl~ut-g. 'Tyrol. ITrom there tlie line is distinct to tlic I.irst I<olll 
of Lktvaria. where some of the family are still living. 

. i s  a 1)usiness man. Mr. liohl is in many I-espects, a motlel. -1'Iie goal of 
his atn1,ition is success hut lie \\.ill succeed only 011 the Insis of truth ant1 lionor. 
I le  scorns tleceit alld tlul~licity, ant1 \voultl not palliate false rel>resentatiotlj 
citlicl- il l  his olrn einploy or among his customel-s. S o  amount of gain can allure 
hinl from the untleviating line of rectitutle. Justice ant1 etluit!. lie regar(l.; as 
tlie corner stone of the temple of ti-atlc, without \\.Iiich it coultl not 5t:ultl. 

111 comincrcial circles 15. 11. \Vallie~- occupies an  enviable ant1 l>romiuellt posi- 
tion and tliroughout his entire career there have 1)ceii manifest illally salieilt 
clualities not the least of \\~llich are energy, indefatigable inclustry, enterprise 
and incorruptible integrit!.. I-le was I)or11 ill l 'cori;~,  Jtlne 4, 1852, ;L son of 
lsaac \\'alker, one of the prominent early merchants of this city ~vhose biog- 
raphy apl~eat-s 011 another yage in this volume. At the usual age 17. 1 1. \Yall;er 
entered the pul)lic scliools in which he continuetl his etlucation until he was 
~gracluatetl from the Iiigh school tvith the class of rSOg. I Ie iinnietliatel~~ after- 
\\.ard eiiterecl his father's store in ortler to thorougllly actluaint himself \\lit11 
the hard~vare 1,usiness ant1 familiarize himself \\.it11 every tlepartment of the 
~ r a d e  in 110th pri11ci1)le ant1 detail. .After his father's tleath ant1 upon tlie i~icor- 
poration of the comptuly he 1)ec:une its 1>1-esitlent ant1 has since contii~uetl at 

P - 
its heatl. I he 1)usiness was itlcorl)orated in 1879 ~vi th  a capital stocl.; of one 
liuncli-etl thousan<l tlollars, ant1 for illally years their location \\.as on South 
.\clams street, Imt ill  1900 they erected a large bricli l)uiltling, iifty-tive Ily one 
l~undred and sixty feet. and six stories it1 height, located on  South \I-ashington 
street. T o  this they rcmovetl as soon as  it \vas completetl antl they occupy the 
entire structure in the concluct of a l~usiness which has grown to mammotli pro- 
portions, being onc of tlie most extensive \vl~olesale hard\vare enterprises of 
the state outside of Chicago. This, lio~vever, doe? not cover the scope of 11s. 
\Vallier's activity for in fillailcia1 circles he is well l.;not\ril, 1)eing the vice presi- 
dent of the Savings l:allli of Peoria, to which office he Lvas called in Fellruary, 
1906, ~vhile of the LTirst Sational 1:anli lie is also a tlirecto~-. 

In 1883 J l r .  \\7allier was unitetl in marriage to JIiss Jessie Clegg, of l'eoria. 
;, tlaughter of Josepl~ Clegg, ant1 unto t l ~ e m  have l~een  1)orn two c.11ilclren : Ed- 
ward I.. \vho is a resident of Califonlia; ant1 T,ucille, who is with her father 
in this city. 311-s. \\'allier passed away Deceml~er 29, 1908. 1Jr.  IITalliet- is a 
meinber of the Creve Coeur Clul~ ant1 the Peoria COLII~~I-y Clul~. I-Iis residence 
it1 his native city covers sixty years and has l~rought  him a very wide acquaitl- 
tance. The fact that many of his statlchest friends are  those who have kno1v11 
him from his boyhood is an indicatioi~ of a well spent life. His business activity 
ant1 enterp1-ise have enal11ec.l hit~l to win promillent position in coil~mercial circle5 
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while his individual ~vorth has gained for  him the sillcere regard all(] gootl-will 
of those ~vhom he has met. 

l l o~va rd  li. 1;ahnestocb \\.as b o n ~  in I'eoria, July 7, 1874. and is a son of 
Henry 1-1. xiid Frances E. (1-lill) Fahnestock. 'I'he father died October 2, 1902, 
at the age of sixty-two years, and was laid to rest in the family lot ill Springdale 
cenletery of I'eoria. During his lifetinle he figured not only as one of the 
p r o ~ ~ ~ i ~ l e n t  1)usiness nlen and merchants of the city but also tool\: an active 
illtcrest in mrrnici1)al affairs and nras one of the first citizens to promote and 
organize a public ~ a r l i  system of which the city a t  the present time is justly proud. 
.Is one of the first parli conlnlissioners he held the office of treasurer for a 
number of years. l l i s  love for outdoor sports and his genial nature won him 
friends and gave him acquaintaiiceshi~,s of wide range. I l c  \\.as the promoter 
of the I ) ~ ~ c l i  Island IIunting & I;ishing Clul,, whose grountls embrace four 
thousand acres of overflo~ved lands on tlle llliilois river I>elo\\- I'eoria. This 
I'reserve is said to 1)e the finest shooting marsh in the Unitetl States and is \\ell 
equipped with a large clul~l~ouse and every convenience. The fanlily home has 
long been maintainecl in Peoria and the I;ahnestock ~~~~~~~~~, I\-hich is of sturdy 
German origin, contributes its full quota to the excellent German-;imerican citi- 
zenship which the country is ~>roucl to lionor. \vliile the social, fraternal and 
religious life of the fanlily lias estal~lished a sterling standard for true ant! 
useful American citizensl~il~. ' 

Ilo\vard K. I;ah~~estocli, reared in I'eoria, early enteretl upon an active asso- 
I 

ciation with the wholesale grocery bosiness of Oalifor~l 6 F a h l ~ e ~ t ~ c l i ,  a con- 
cern founded 1)). his father and Aaron S. Oakford in 1856. fIe was cliosetl 
secretary of the co~llpany it1 1896 and in 1902 vice l>resitlent, ~ i ~ l i i c l ~  position, 
second ill authority and control, he still fills. 

Mi-. 1;allne~tocli was married September a?. 18c)~. in I'eoria, to Xiss I,. 
Maude I-iarris, a daughter of hlr.  and IIrs .  Jo1111 G. Harris. l l e r  father, at 

I one time a prominent grain merchant, is now deceased, his renlains being interretl 
in Abingdon, Illinois. Of  his fanlily still re~llain blrs. Harris, Rlrs. I-Ioward R. 
F a l ~ l ~ e ~ t ~ c l i ,  Tliurston and I\fiss Xell I-Iarris. X son and daughter, Jackson Hill. 
aged tliirteen. and Ruth, aged ten years. complete the ITo\vard R. l~ah~~es toc l i  
family. 

lolln 'I'hol>e is an  enterprising and successful mercliant of Peoria. engaged 
ihe grocery business, but is perhaps even niore widely known in musical 

circles, for he has cultivated the talents with which nature endowed him in that 
direction and lias contributed IIILIC~I to the pleasure that music brings to the 
great nlajority through l ~ i s  connection with orchestras as well as  through his 
individual skill as a perforn~er  on the piano and horn. H e  has the distinction 
of having been a pupil of Franz ,Abt. H e  was l ~ o r n  in L?r001ily11, S e w  y ~ r l i .  
in 1865. His  father, Axel Thobe, a native of Stockholm. Sweden, was the first 
practical piano malier with the firm of Steinway & Sons. At the time of the 
Civil war he volunteered for  active service with the Union army and for  two 
years was with Hecker's Regiment. H e  then went to New y ~ r l i ,  remaining at 
home for eight inonths, a f te r  which he reenlisted and returned to the front. 
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falling dead on the battlefield twenty days later. His wife in her girlhood 
became a resident of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1847, at which time the popula- 
tion of the district consisted mostly of Indians. The young white girl grew up 
there among the red men and in her later years told many interesting incidents 
of pioneer life in that district By her marriage she became the mother of a 
son and two daughters but one uf  the daughters is now deceased, the other being 
Mrs. Annie (Thobe) Uehrens, who is holding a government position in Hanover, 
Germany. 

John Thobe began his education in a little frame building in L3roolilyn. He 
was an infant at the time of his father's death, after which the mother returned 
to Germany. The boy went to school on Saturday to get his "good behavior," 
receiving on such occasions a purple card on which was written: ''John Thobe 
has been a good boy since ." I f  he had not conducted himself according 
to the required standard a white card bearing the words: "John Thobe should 
be loolied after. His lessons do not warrant a good mark. He must do better 
i f  he is to be advanced." I t  is to be presumed that he paid sufficient attention 
to his studies to win advancement, for in due time he became a student in the 
gymnasium, which is equivalent to the high school of this country, there remain- 
ing until sixteen and a half years of age. In early youth he sold newspapers, 
perhaps earning his first money in this way. After leaving school he passed 
the examinatioil which is required of all boys in Germany and which would have 
necessitated his service in the German army for a year, but the fact that he was 
American born secured his release. H e  returned then to America, after having 
l~een in Germany for nine years and six months. For a time he was with a 
silk manufacturing company at Crefeld, Germany, and represented that house 
on the road not only through his native country but also through Bavaria, France 
and Italy. Thus he gained a broad lcnowledge of different languages and while 
in Germany he also took up the study of n~usic, for which he displayed special 
aptitude. H e  became a piano pupil of Edward Lies, who was the only flageolet 
soloist in the Ducal Opera House a t  Braunschweig. On the death of Lies, 
John Thobe was accepted as a pupil by Franz Abt and afterward was one of 
the honorary delegates to his funeral a t  Wiesbaden. I-Iis splendidly developed 
talents have placed him in a foremost position in musical circles. for, while he 
has not made the art a profession. he has always continued closely allied with 
musical interests. 

In 1892 Mr. Thobe went to hfilwaukee and was assistant manager of the 
Pabst Cafe. The following year he removed to Peoria and l~ecame connected 
with the wholesale grocery house of Gauss, Jobst, nethard &- Company. His 
next business connection was with L. P. Wolf, editor of the Die Sonne, as local 
editor, familiarizing himself with every phase of newspaper publication. On 
the 1st of December, 1895, he accepted the position of a representative of the 
Germania Life Insurance Coinpany of New York, wit11 Illinois as his territory, 
and was finally made district manager of the state of Illinois. His success in 
that connection enabled him eventually to engage in the grocery business on 
his own account and also to invest in real estate. His store is located at First 
and Sanford streets and is now one of the prosperous nlercantile enterprises of 
the city. In r9oq he became interested in the affairs of the local liquor dealers 
and in 1907 was made secretary of their organization. He has since served in 
that connection and has attended each succeeding convention. H e  was made 
chairman of the State Indemnity Company and organized The il'Iutua1 Assistance 
Society, considered today to be the biggest feature in the liquor organization. 
He is trustee of its board and is thus active in the work of the organization, 
which was formed to protect members from unjust prosecution under the dram 
shop law of Illinois. 

Mr. Thohe's prominence, however, rests largely upon his connection with 
musical interests, as he stands as a leading represetltative of the art in the state. 
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l<e was the leader of the Glee Club, "Maennerchor" on Olive street, The "l'or- 
waertz Maennerchor," and he was the organizer of Thobe's Orchestra and later of 
tl1e Arcadia Orchestra. For twelve years he has been president of the Musicians 
Union No. 26 and was its secretary for one year: In 1889, at Milwaukee, he 
was elected a district officer of the United States and was elected later as the 
third vice president at Denver of the American Federation of Musicians, holding 
that office for two years, when private interests caused him to resign. 

About 1891 Mr. Thobe married Miss Mary Kran~er,  of Fulda, Germany. 
Her mother is a sister of the venerable and beloved Valentine Jobst, long a 
prominent contractor of Peoria. Mr. and Mrs. Thobe have a daughter, Gertrude, 
who is now acting as private secretary to her father. Nineteen years' residence 
has made Mr.  Thobe well lcnown in Peoria, where he has won high regard, for 
he has ever displayed the qualities of good citizenship as well as enterprise in 
business, superior executive ability in connection with the Liquor Dealers Asso- 
ciation and notable skill along musical lines. 

I-IAYO CORNELIOUS HARI3ERS. 

Hayo Cornelious Harbers, who passed away on the 20th of June, 1892, was 
a son of an early settler in Peoria and had lived in the city since 1850. He 
cnlisted for the Civil War in an Illinois regiment and with the exception of 
the one year of his military service resided here continuously since he was eight 
years of age. For seven years he was identified with the tvholesale and retail 
buggy and carriage business conducted by the firm of Foultz & Gentes and 
was afterward appointed government storekeeper. For some time he was a 
member of the police department, resigning his office on account of failing 
health. He spent the last years of his life it1 retirement, dying at his home in 
Peoria, June 20, 1892. He was born in Hatlover, Germany, September 18, 1842, 
a son of John and Ella M. (Cornelious) Harbers. The father came to America 
in 1849, making the journey with his parents and landing in Xew Orleans after 
thirteen weeks upoil the ocean. He went immediately to St. Louis. where he 
remai~!ed only a short time. In 1850 he came to Peoria and aided in the coil- 
struction of the Morse & Uradley distillery, the first enterprise of its lii~ld i i l  

the city. I-Ie huilt a home on West Jefferson street, at the corner of Spencer. 
on a tract of land which is now one of the valuable residence districts but which 
was then a corn field. H e  witnessed the growth of the city along commercial. 
political and social lines and for many years was identified with it. He was 

. killed in a railroad accident in 1860 and was survived by his wife until February 
6, 1896, on which date she passed away at the home of our subject, in the 
eighty-seventh year of her age. 

Hayo C. Harbers was eight years of age when he came to Peoria with his 
parents. He was educated in the city schools and when he laid aside his 1100lis 
learned the carriage-making trade under Alexander Allison. When he had 
served his apprenticeship he began his active career, working for Mr. ,\llison 
until 1864. when 11e enlisted in Company G, One Hundred and Forty-Eighth 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, under Captain Benjamin Hurnett. He served in the 
Army of Tennessee and after one year received his honorable discharge at Nash- 
ville and was mustered out on the 5th of September, 1865, returning home to 
Peoria, where he maintained a continuous residence until the time of his death. 
In 1873 he became identified with the firm of Foultz 8r Gentes, who in that 
year established their buggy and carriage store at the corner of Adanls and 
Fulton streets. Rlr. Harbers accepted a partnership in this concern and a 
flourishing and prosperous business was built up, the energy and ability of our 
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subject being illlporta~lt factors in its growth. After five years, however, the 
I~usincss met with reverses and the partnership was dissolved. 111 1878 MI-, 
Harbers was appointed by the governlllent as storelieeper with headtjuarters at 
I'eoria and he held this position for seven years, resigtlitlg in order to sci-ve 
as a member of the city police clepartn~ent. 12'11en his health fajlctl he i-etired 
fronl active life ant1 lived in I'eoria uiitil his cleath, n~hich occurretl on the 20th 
of June, 1892. 

On May 15, 1868, Mr. J lar l~ers  was utlited in lliarriage to Miss . \ m a  ~\ngel- 
i ~ l e  Cornelious, a tlaughter of Rlr. and hlrs. C. 11. Cornelious, natives of Ger~nanv. 
who lived and clied III that country. Mrs. 1Iarbcrs came to Anlerica alone in 
1867 and settled i~nmediately in I'eoria, in which city she marrietl the subject 
of this review. Mr. and Mrs. Harbers becatlle the parents of twelve chiltlren, 
eight of whom are no\v living: ,lrion J., who married Johanna Distler, by whom 
11e has six children, Robert, LIahel, Fred, I-Iarry, IVillial~l ant1 \17alter; Alas- 
qaret E., ~ v h o  nlarrietl J\'illiam J. Day, of I'eoria, by \vhom she has OIIC claughter, 
I Iolx;  1;rederick J.. ~ v h o  is a prominent Knight of Pythias and ail ex-state 
official of the Improvecl Order of Red ;\Ten; Hayo C. ; Cornelia II., the wife 
of I .  S. \.\'allin, of I'eoria ; Eva I?. ; Franlilin IV.. ~ v h o  is prominent in fraternal 
circles of I'eoria, 1)eing a past chancellor of Calantha Lodge, S o .  47, I<. l' . ,  ant1 a 
meml~er of Illinois 1,odge. S o .  263, l\. I;. & 11. 11. : and ITrieda I,. Ah-. 1Iarl)et-s 
l~elongctl to the I'res1,vterian church, to which faith his wife .mtl children givc 
their allegiance. 

XTr. I larl~ers was a consistent republican in his political affiliations ant1 act i~rel~ 
and intelligently interested in the affairs of his commut~ity, although he never 
sought public office. 1Ie was ~~rominen t  in the LIasonic order, holclii~g mem- 
1)ership in I'eoria I,odgc, No. 15, A. I;. & -1. 1 4 .  H e  was also itlelltified wit11 
I:ryner l'ost. No. 67. (;. ;\. R. I-Iis career was a distinct influence ill1011 the 
gro\vth and expansion of the city in which he lived for so many years and 
where his friends respected and esteenled him for his well tested l)usitless and 
~)ersonal st311 tlarcls. 

Ciifford C. Ireland is one of Peoria's young attorneys, but his years seeill 
no bar to  his progress for he has already attained a practice ~vhich Illany an 
older menlber of the bar may well envy, and he is prominent among the younger 
iawyers of the city. l-le was born in Washburn, Woodford cout~ty, Illinois, 
I~ebruary 14, 1878, a son of ITranl; RI. and Fidelia A. Ireland. The father is 
a banker of VVashburn and was fonnerly at  the head of the firm of Frank Rf. 
!reland & Sons, who cond~lcted a private 11ank which has since 1)een reorganized 
under the name of the 1~'ashI~urn Uank. 

In the public schools of his native town Clifford C. Irela~ld lnastered the 
elementary branches of leariling and afterward entered the Cheltenham Mili- 
tary Acadenly near Philaclelphia, Pennsylvania. l-ie further pursued his studies 
!n the Lake Forest Academy a t  Lake Forest, Illinois, and in Icnos College 
at Galesburg. Illinois, before entering the University of IVisconsin, from which 
he was graduated in the class of 19co. 111 that year he returned home and 
entered his father's bank where, before pursuing his university course, 11e had 
spent three years. His professional training was received in the Illinois College 
of I,aw at Chicago, from which he was graduated in the spring of 1909. 1111- 
mediately afterward he came to Peoria where he has since been active in pro- 
fessional lines. He is now senior partner of the firm of Ireland & Holmes. 
and he is attorney for  the Interstate Cank of Peoria, being also a member of 
the board of directors. The firill conducts a general law practice and their 
worl.; is notable by reason of the importance of the cases entrusted to tllem and 
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the large percentage of verdicts which they have won favorably to the interests 
of their clients. Mr. Ireland has a comprehensive knowledge of law in its 

phases and is continually studying so he is well prepared to present 
his cause clearly and forcibly before court or jurv. 

Mr. Ireland married Miss Louise Savage, aGd unto them has been born a 
son, Clifford, Jr. The parents are well and favorably known in this city, having 
pined many friends during their residence here. Mr. Ireland is prominent in 
>[asonry, having become a Knight Templar in the Peoria Commandery and is 
also a member of the Mystic Shrine. He is serving on the board of review 
of Peoria and is a member of the Creve Coeur and the Peoria Country Clubs-- 
associations which indicate much of the nature of his interests and recreations. 

X graduate of Rush Medical College, Dr. Robert A. Kerr entered upon the 
practice of his profession in Peoria county in 1892, and in the intervening years 
to the present time his skill and ability have been constantly augmented through 
his extended experience and wide reading. His investigation into the most ad- 
vanced methods of practice has given him knowlkdge and power that arc evidenced 
in the excellent results which have attended his labors. In addition to a large 
private practice he is serving as president on the staff of Proctor Hospital. 
He was born in St. Clairsville, Clermont county, Ohio, February I ,  1857, and 
is a son of Hugh and Angeline (Milligan) Kerr, who were farming people and 
removed from Ohio to Wisconsin during the infancy of their son Robert. The 
boy was reared upon a farm in i7ernon county, l i isco~lsin, and attended the 
country schools, dividing his time between the acquirement of his education 
and the work of the fields, as he assisted his father in the cultivation and devel- 
opment of the farm. His early educational opportunities were supplemented 
by a course of study in the academy at Elroy, Wisconsin, from which he was 
graduated, and he then continued his course in the high school at Richland 
Center, Wisconsin. He entered upon the profession of teaching as principal 
of the high school at Richland Center, where he remained for two years but 
thinking to find a more profitable field of labor as a practitioner of medicine 
he began reading in the office and under the direction of Dr. C. E. Booth, at 
Elcho, Wisconsin. H e  next entered Rush Medical College, a t  Chicago, where 
he pursued a three years' course and was graduated in the spring of 1881. H e  
then opened an office in Glencoe, Minnesota, where he retnained for about a 
year. When he came to Peoria county, Illinois, he settled first at Dunlap, where 
he remained from 1882 until 1895, when he sought the broader field of labor 
offered in the city and came to Peoria. He opened an office at 516 Rlain street 
and at the present time has a well appointed suite it1 the Jefferson building. He 
has done post-graduate work. studying through the winter of 1895-6 in Chicago, 
and at different times he has further pursued his studies along special lines. 
He belongs to the Peoria City Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society, 
the American Medical Association and the American Society of Railroad Sur- 
geons. Since 1896 he has been division surgeon for the Rock Island Railroad 
and he is one of the board of censors of the Peoria Medical Society. At one 
time he served as president of the Peoria City Medical Society, and was formerly 
vice president of the Illinois State Medical Society. He l ~ a s  also served on the 
staff of Proctor Hospital as its president and he has served as president of 
the Military Tract Medical Society. His work and his professional connections 
have been of an important character and indicate his high standing in the 
medical fraternity. 
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Dr. Kerr was united in marriage to Miss Arabella Grant, of Millbrook town- 
ship, a daughter of Kenneth Grant, an early settler of this county. They haire 
one chilci, Edna Lois. 

Dr. Kerr is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and in the 
lIa,sonic fraternity has attained high rank, being a thirty-second degree Mason 
of the consistory. He is in hearty sympathy wlth the purposes and principles 
of the craft and exemplifies in his life its beneficent teachings. I-le holds t o  
high standards in his profession and to the worli he has always devoted the 
greater part of his time and energies, performing his profes.siollal duties with 
n sense of conscientious obligation. Those who meet him professionally or 
socially entertain for him urarin regard in recog~lition of his sterling personal 
wortli. 

XICI-IOLAS I-IOGXN 

At the age of twenty >-ears Nicholas Hogan came fro111 Ireland to America, 
landing at New Yorli, a stranger in a strange country, his only capital heing 
his determination and laudable anlbition; today he is nuillbered among Peoria's 
prosperous residents, having for nlany years engaged successfully in brlck manu- 
facture, although at the present time he is living retired, enjoying a well earned 
and well merited rest at the advanccd age of eighty-thvo years. His birth oc- 
curred in County IGlkenny, Ireland, February 2 ,  1830, and his education was 
acquired in the schools of that land. After crossing the ,itlantic he renlained 
for several months in the eastern metropolis, filling various positions, and in 
that period heard much concerning the growth, the opport~ulities ant1 
the advantages of the n~iddle west so that in the fall of 1850 he eagerly availed 
!limself of the opportunity to come to l'eoria. 1-Iere he secured employment 
in connection with the construction of the Chicago, Uui-lington 8r Quincy Rail- 
road, working in that way until the spring of 1851. I-Ie \vas afterward employed 
for two seasons in a I~rickyard, whereby he became thoroughly acquainted with 
the trade and the processes of manufacture. lloreover, he carefully saved his 
earnings until his frugality and econonlical expenditure had supplied hit11 with the 
capital with \vllich to embark in I~usiness on his own account about 1856. He 
then located on the land which he occupies, building kilns and opening a 
l~ricliyard which was one of the first I~ricl; nianufacturing plants in Peoria. His 
output anlounted to lnillions and nlillioils of brick, for which he found a ready 
sale, his manufactured product being used in nearly all of the older buildings 
of Peoria. H e  continued the operation of the plant until 1900, when he turned 
the business over to his son-in-law, FVilliam Fox, who conducted it until 1909 
and then sold out. Mr. I-Iogan retired from active life on disposing of his 
brick manufacturing interests, for by thrift, frugality and unceasing toil he 
had placed himself in comfortable circumstances. I l e  is numbered among 
Peoria's pioneer manufacturers and his labors constitt~ted an element in the 
lnaterial upbuilding and t~usiness progress of the city. As he prospered he 
made judicious investnlents in property and is the owner of valua1)le real estate 
throughout Peoria county, including a fine farm of eighty-three acres on sectioil 
33, Kichwood township, which his son now occupies. 

In 1855 Mr. Hogan was united in nlarriage to Miss Mary Dunphy, also a 
native of County Kilkenny, Treland, and unto them have been born five childretl. 
Catherine. the eldest, is the wife of William Fox, of this city. Annie is the 
wife of Elwood Frye, of Peoria. and they have three children, Catherine, Ruth 
and Esther R. Patrick, who occupies the farm in Richwoods township. is mar- 
ried and has seven children, Nicholas, Joseph, Robert, Mary. Theresa, Doretta 
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and Agnes. Julia is the wife of Patrick Langau, of this city and Mary is the 
wife of John Hipple, also of Peoria. Air. Hogan's political allegiance is given 
to the democratic party and his religious faith is that of the Catholic church. 
He has come to an honored old age, having passed the eighty-second milestone 
on life's journey. For  forty years he was a very active factor it1 l>usiness and 
rna~iufacturing circles here and the success which he achieved was the legitimate 
outcolne of his earnest, persistent and intelligently directed labor. H e  never 
llad occasion to regret llis determination to come to the new world, for here lle 
found the opportunities which he sought and in a land unha~~lpered  by caste 
or class he worked his way uptvard until he reached a most credital~le and 
enviable position in husiness circles. 

FRANK E. RUE. 

1;rank I.:. Rue, an enturprising business Inan. alert and energetic, has made 
colltinuous advancement and won substantial success since starting in business 
as a seedsman and florist of Peoria. IHe is located a t  420 and 422 South -4dams 
street and has 1)een a resident of the city since ~993 .  \\.hen lie l~ecame manager 
of tlie floral and seed store owned 11y J.  C. h1urra)-. Rlr. Iiue is a native of 
Jersey City, New Jersey, born September 23, 1879. His youthful days were 
there spent and after leaving school he entered the en:ploy of Peter Iienderson 
8~ Coml>any, controlling a large seed and florist establishment in New Yorli city. 
He continued with that house for  nine years, acting a t  different times as salestllan 
on the road and in the store. IIe thus became tlioroughly acquainted \\lit11 the 
trade in every department and at lengtl~, thinliing to find a profitable field of labor 
in the middle west, he came to Peoria in 1903 and, as stated, accepted the 
position of nianager of the floral and seed store o\vned by 1. C. Murray at 4.20 
South Adams street, for wl~ich position his previous long and varied experience 
well qualifiecl him. Two years later he purchased tlie business and from a small 
begilinitlg has developed an enterl)rise of large proportions. I l is  house is today 
se~lding its goods to nearly every state in the Union and is now occupying al~out  
four times the amount of floor space that was utilized \zhen he purchased the 
business. I i e  also owns a far111 west of Peoria, on which he has an esperi- 
nlerltal testing plant. He  owns a fine poultry yard on the same place and is 
giving consideral~le attention to the raising of high-grade poultry. H e  has as- 
sociated with him in his business R. W. Eailey and they esllect soon to incor- 
porate as  the 1;rank Rue Company. I-Iis partner is the general superintendent 
of the Peoria Street Railway Conlpany and a tnarl of excelle~lt 1)usiness ability 
and broad ex~~erieiice. Under the guidance of Mr. Rue the l~usiness of \vhich 
lie became proprietor has steadily grown until he is now at the head of the 
largest seed Iiouse in the city. He  also handles poultry, bee-lieepers', fruit- 
gro\vers, and gardeners' supplies and l~~anufactures  many of the products \vhich 
he sells. T o  further his interests he issues an estensive catalog, indicating the 
line of goods which 11e handles. H e  has brought forth various improved de~ ices  
for the shelter and care of chicliens and pigeons. including the Rue eshil~ition 
coops of various kinds, the Perfection cup holder. the Rue shipping coop, 
baskets for  shipping eggs, including fillers and tops for the baskets. boxes for 
the shipment of little live chickens, incubators, brooders and brooder hatchers. 
Be handles all kinds of itlstru~uents and impleme~lts needed for the best care of 
fowls, raises some of the highest-grade poultry to be found in the country and 
all this constitutes but one branch of his extensive I~usiness. He handles hand 
grinding mills, vegetable and root cutters, the Humphrey rapid clover cutter. 
the Humphrey green bone cutter and the Humphrey grit crusher, together n.ith 
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mist sprayers, insect powder guns, etc. H e  likewise carries everything that is 
needed by beekeepers in the protection and care of honey and he also deals 
in fruit packages, baskets, melon crates and, in fact, everything needed by the 
shipper of fruit. The seeds and plants which he handles are of the best possible 
variety and his business has met with substantial and growing success as the 
result of his careful management and the high standard of goods which he car- 
ries. His entire life has been devoted to this line of trade and his opinions are 
largely accepted as authority upon questions concerning any branch of his business. 

Mr. Rue was united in marriage to Miss Flora Clark, of Jersey City, and 
they have one child, Eloise. He hold membership with the Peoria Lodge of 
Masons and with the Modern Woodmen of America and while he possesses social 
genial traits, which make him popular, he does not seek to figure prominently 
m any public connection outside of his business, preferring to concentrate his 
energies upon his growing trade interests. 

EDWARD S. WOOLNER. 

During the last quarter of a century the brewing interests of Peoria have 
attained a degree of development and success which has gone beyond mere local 
limits. The large breweries and distilleries of this city have been for many years 
one of the principal factors in its industrial development. Edward S. Woolner 
has been for more than twenty-five years actively identified with the liquor 
business in the two branches-distilling and brewing-which has made it promi- 
nent in this city. He is now secretary and general manager of the Union Brew- 
ing Company at 1700 South Washington street, which position he has held since 
igo6. H e  was born in Peoria on March 28, 1876. His identification with the 
liquor interests is a matter of heritage, his father, Jacob Woolner, being one of 
five brothers who founded the Woolner Distilling Company, which burned 
down a few years ago, was rebuilt and eventually sold to the distilling trust. 
Jacob Woolner, the father of the subject of this sketch, was a native of Hun- 
gary, having been born in Budapest. H e  came to America in 1874, settling 
immediately in Peoria, where he died March 20, 1910, at the age of seventy- 
four years, having been recognized during his life as one of the most prominent 
and active business men of this city. H e  was prominent in the wholesale 
liquor business all during his life and built the Union Distillery on the site where 
the Union depot now stands. The Grove Distillery of this city is also the result 
of the progressive ideas of Jacob Woolner and was erected a few years before 
his retirement from active life. His widow, Anna Woolner, is still a resident 
of Peoria but spends much of her time in traveling in various European cities. 

The public schools of Peoria afforded Edward S. Woolner his primary and 
grammar education. H e  is a graduate of the Peoria high school, which he left 
to enter the University of Illinois, where he received the degree of E. E. in 
1901. The following year he went to Chicago to enter the wholesale ~vhisliey 
business, which he carried on successfully in that city for five years. During 
this period he became thoroughly acquainted with the details of whiskey manu- 
facture and his earnest and energetic qualities of mind rapidly developed him 
into an expert distiller. In 1906 he returned to Peoria and became identified with 
the Union Brewing Con~pany and was shortly afterward elected to the posi- 
tion of secretary and general manager, in which capacity he is still acting. 

Mr. Woolner is a republican in politics but beyond casting his vote at each 
election for the candidate of his party he takes no active part in public affairs. 
T-Te is a prominent h4ason and a member of the Creve Coeur Club. H e  is well 
known socially in this city and has hundreds of friends to whom his rapid suc- 
cess is a great gratification. 
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On September 21, 1904, Mr. Woolner was married to Miss Agatha Ross, a 
daughter of Mr. ant1 Mrs. Jacob A. Ross, the former a pioneer distiller of St. 
Louis. Since his connection with the Union Brewing Company in 1906 that 

has tripled its capacity. The market for its output extends far be- 
yond local limits ant1 even beyond state bounclaries. The beer from its brewery 
is well known in the middle west and the progress and developnlent of the husi- 
ness have been largely the result of the commercial acumen, the ability and energy 
of Edward S.  IVoolner who is at present in active control of its policy. 

FRANK W. REED. 

One of the foremost representatives of real-estate interests in Peoria is Frank 
IV. Reed, an extensive dealer in farm lands, handling property not only all over 
Illinois but also in North and South Dakota and in Canada. He has been a 
representative of this business in Peoria county for thirty-one years, of which 
period twenty years were spent in Elmwood ere his removal to the city of 
Peoria eleven years ago. His birth occurred upon a farm in Elmwood township 
on the 3d of August, 1858, his parents being William and Sarah (McConnell) 
Reed, who were early settlers of this part of the state. The father came to 
Peoria county from the vicinity of Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1848 and for 
a long period thereafter was closely identified with general progress and im- 
provement and more especially with the agricultural development of this region. 
Elis wife was a native of Pennsylvania and they were married near Wheeling, 
West Virginia. During the period of his residence here William Reed became 
widely and favorably known not because he figured prominently in public rela- 
tions but because in the daily performa~lce of life's duties he was faithful, dili- 
gent and reliable-qualities which in every land and clime awaken confidence 
and regard. H e  died on the old homestead farm in Elmwood on the 20th of 
May, 1887, and is survived by his wife, who is yet a resident of this county. 

The usual experiences of farm life fell to the lot of Frank W. Reed in his 
boyl~ood and youth. H e  worked in the fields through the summer months and 
in the .cvinter seasons attended the local schools until he entered the high school 
at Brimfield. H e  afterward pursued a normal-school course in Peoria and then 
took up the profession of teaching, which he followed for two years in his home 
district. He has been engaged in the real-estate business, ho~vever, since 1880, 
in which year he also became a representative of fire insurance interests at Elrn- 
wood. For twenty years he continued to operate in real estate, making his 
headquarters in his home town, but eventually sought the broader opportunities 
opened to him through the establishment of his office in the city of Peoria, where 
he has now been located for more than eleven years. H e  has a well appointed 
suite of rooms in the Jefferson building, and to him has been accorded an esten- 
sive clientage because he has shown himself thoroughly conversant with realty 
values arid straightforward in his dealings. 

Mr. Reed has been married twice. His first wife, \vho bore the ~llaiderl 
name of Maud Fisher. died in Elmwood, leaving two children, Florence and 
s t .  His second wife, who prior to her marriage was Grace \Yalker, was 
killed in a railroad wreck near Staunton, Illinois, on the 4th of October, 1910. 
Mr. Reed holds membersllip with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
the Modern Woodmen of America. H e  has always been interested in affairs 
of local progress and contributes to the work of general improvement in many 
practical and tangible ways. For an extended period he served as a member 
of the Elmwood school board and the cause of education has ever found in him 
a helpful and progressive friend. His business interests have been of contin- 
ually increasing importance and yet he does not claim, as  many business men 
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do, that he has no time nor opportunity for public service. He malces it a point 
to remain conversant with the conditions and needs of the community and to 
give his active and loyal support to the various projects and movements instl- 
tuted for public benefit. 

COLONEL JOHN D,ICKSON RicCLURE. 

No name is mentioned in terms of higher honor and respect than that of 
Colonel John Dickson McClure. He was one of the pioneer settlers of Peoria 1 
county, but it was not the length of his residence there that made him a lead- 
ing citizen. The part which he took in the development and upbuilding of the 
county placed him with its founders and promoters. Various interests which 
have featured in the progress of this part of the state bore the impress of his 
individuality. He was a man who never lowered his standard, and upon his 
banner were emblazoned the words justice, truth and progress. His mannet 
was such as won him friends. He was approachable, genlal and kindly, had 
high appreciation for good qualities in others and was ever ready to extend a 
helping hand. 

Colonel McClure was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, November 4, 
1835, and in the paternal line was of Irish descent. The family was founded in 
America by his great-great-grandfather Richard McClure, who left his home 
in the north of Ireland prior to the year 1730 and became a resident of Paxtang 
township, in what was then Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. He secured a 
tract of uncultivated land of six hundred acres and became a factor in the early 
agricultural development of that state. His second son was Richard RIcClure 
who, upon arriving at years of maturity, wedded Margaret Wright, a native of 
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. They became parents of Robert McClure, who 
was born in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, and married Miss Priscilla Espy, 
who was lilcewise born in Dauphin county. They were the grandparents of 
Colonel McClure, whose father was Josiah Espy McClure. The latter was 
united in marriage to bliss Jane Dickson, a descendant of James Dicltson, who 
was also a native of the Emerald isle, and became the founder of the family in 
the new world. His son, John Dickson, was born in -4dan1s county, Pennsylvania, 
and married Miss Jane Russell, a native of Gettysl~urg. I t  was their daughter 
Jane who became the wife of Josiah Espy McClure. 

In the place of his nativity Colonel RIcClure spent his youthful days until 
thirteen years of age and then came to the middle west, arriving in Peoria in 
1849. His early education, acquired in the schools of Pennsylvania, was supple- 
mented by further study in Galesburg, Illinois. He entered business circles in 
connection with the lumber and grain trade and operated in that field of com- 
merce until after the outbreak of the Civil war. I-Iis patriotic spirit was aroused 
and he could no longer content himself to engage in business while the stability 
of the Union was threatened. He therefore offered his services to the govern- 
ment, joined the Forty-seventh Volunteer Infantry, and was elected captain of 
Company C, which he commanded for a year. H e  was then promoted to the 
rank of major and six months later was given conlnland of the regiment with 
the title of colonel, continuing in that position f ~ i .  a year and a half, or until 
the term of service of the reginlent had expired. On one occasion, while serv- 
ing as picket officer on the staff of General Sherman, he was severely wounded 
in the breast and his horse was shot from under him. 

Colonel JlcClure returned home with the most creditable military record, 
and his fellow townsmen, proud of his service and recognizing his ability in other 
directio~s. honored him with election to civic office. H e  was called to the posi- 
tion of clerk of the county court in which he served for eighteen months, and 
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then retiring, turned his attention to the real-estate and loan business. How- 
ever, he was again called to office, being chosen a member of the Peoria county 
board of stlpervisors on which he served for a period of twelve years, doing 
important work in furthering the best interests of the county. He also served 
for one term on the first park board of Peoria and for ten years as member of 
the old Mercantile Library board, and a member of the committee which super- 
intended the erection of the new library. During this time he continued in the 
real-estate and loan business and his sound judgment and discrimination were 
strongly manifest in that connection. He handled much valuable properties. 
negotiated many important realty transfers and won success in his well directed 
efforts and judicious investments. 

On the 17th of September, 1863, Colonel McClure was united in marriage 
in Peoria, to  Miss Virginia Cunningham, and they became the parents of four 
children: Martha Herron, now the wife of Luther M. Thurlow; Jane Dickson, 
~ h o  is married to Frederick I?. Blossom and has two children, Frederick ilfc- 
Clure and John Dickson ; William Cunningham; and George Nathaniel. 

Colonel RiIcClure always voted with the republican party from its organiza- 
tion and firmly believed in its principles. He maintained pleasant relations with 
his old army comrades through his membership in the Grand Army of the 
Republic and with the Loyal Legion. He also held membership in the Second 
Presbyterian church. H e  had a very wide acquaintance in this county and en- 
joyed the high regard of all who knew him. H e  was a valued member of the 
Old Settlers' Association and was treasurer of the Historical Society for many 
vears. His standing in public regard is perhaps best indicated in the resolutions 
passed by the Peoria County Old Settlers' Association which read as follows : 
"Colonel John D. McClure was one of the pioneer residents of Peoria county. 
His life was closely interwoven with its development and progress, and at all 
times he took a deep interest in the work of the early pioneer and the main- 
tenance of the records of their achievements. 

"Colonel R4cClure was held in the highest esteem. T3e was regarded for his 
splendid war record, his business ahility, his honoral~le dealings between man and 
man, his conscientious attention to affairs entrusted to his hands. His integrity, 
honor, hreadth of character, his loyalty and l~atriotism, his love for neighbors 
and his ltindliness, charity and geniality are conlinended to the rising generations. 

"The Peoria County Old Settlers' Association is not unmindful of Colonel 
McClure's interest in its work. H e  was an early ~nember, later a director. served 
as president, always with efficiency and enthusiasm. The association feels 1ieenl~- 
his death and deplores his passing from its activities. 

"Therefore. in this manner, it desires to make known to the public its high 
estimate of Colonel McClure as a man and a citizen, especially for his identifica- 
tion in this association. and expresses to Mrs. NIcClure and members of .  thd 
family its heartfelt sympathy in their bereavement, and to the city of Peoria 
for its irreparable loss in the passing of so distinguished a citizen." 

Wilbur I. Slemmons holds a high position in Peoria today as a jurist, lawyer 
and citizen. His career has been marked since its beginning by high standards 
of legal morality and professional attainments, and his public spirit has been 
rewarded at different times during'his life by his election to public office. H e  
was born a t  Creston, Ohio, September 20, 1861, the son of Samuel 11. and Rachel 
P. Slemmons. H e  was educated in the grade and high schools of Creston, and 
later attended the University of Wooster, Ohio, graduating from the classical 
course with the class of 1884. He also studied law in Ohio, and was admitted 
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to the bar of that state. H e  practiced in Ohio with much success for two years, 
and in 1886, he removed to Peoria and was admitted to the bar of Illinois. 

From the time of his admission to the bar of this state until 1902, Mr. Slem- 
mons engaged in the general practice of law in this city, gaining new clients and a 
more favorable reputation each year. The legal profession requires a peculiar type 
of mind, logical, clear and unwavering, and this type of mind Mr. Slenlmons pas- 
sesses in an eminent degree. His attainments are of a high order. He has a 
reputation for soundness of judgment, keen discrimination, rapid comprehension 
of detail and a shrewd and unbiased mind. Possessed of these qualities, no la\vyer 
could fail of success, and Mr. Slemmons' career has been an exemplification of 
their value in the legal profession. 

Wilbur I. Slemmons has always been actively interested in local politics, being 
consistently democratic in his affiliations. He was elected judge of Peoria 
county in November, 1902, and his record in that capacity at the expiration 
of his term was recognized by his reelection to the office in 1906. During his 
eight years' service as county judge, Mr. Sleminons gained for himself the 
esteem of the voters of Peoria county. His career in county politics was marked 
by an intelligent performance of the duties of his office and a lceen comprehen- 
sion of its many details. Mr. Slemmons is now occupied with a general law 
practice in this city, and is well known as one of' the leading attorneys of Peoria. 

Fraternally, Mr. Sleminons is a prominent Mason, belonging to the Peoria 
Consistory, A. A. S. R.. and is a member of Mohammed Temple, Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine, of which he was potentate for two terms. H e  belongs to Peoria 
Camp No. 802, Modern Woodmen of America, and served for six years as its 
clerk. H e  is prominent in the order of Maccabees, and holds membership in 
the Fort Clark Lodge. I. 0. 0. F. H e  is also a member of Peoria Lodge, KO. 
260, Knights of Pythias, of Huron Tribe, No. 93, Redmen, and is active in the 
Knights of Khorassans. Socially, he is a member of the Creve Coeur Club. 
He attends the Presbyterian church. 

On October 12, 1886, in liooster, Ohio, R'lr. Slenlmons married Nettie Tay- 
lor, a daughter of Bruce and Jane Taylor of that city. Mr. Slemmons is in the 
full tide of his career, active, busy and prosperous and his life has been an 
exemplification of the rewards of honesty ant1 ability in his chosen field of 
endeavor. 

HORACE CLARK, SR. I 
When sound business judgment is conlbined wit11 the principles of integrity 

and morality the end is certain. The success which Horace Clark, Sr., achieved 
was the logical outcome of his intelligently directed industry and his fair dealing. 
He worked for many years as a representative business man of Peoria and one 
whose personality was a factor in the business developnlent and growth of the 
city. H e  was born at Sardinia, Erie county, New York, January 6, 1823, his 
parents being Horace and Malinda (Condee) Clark. In the maternal line he was 
descended from Prince Conde, a French Huguenot, who survived the massacre 
of St. Bartholomew and, being expatriated, fled to England. Crossing the At- 
lantic he joined the New Haven colony, beconling the founder of the family it1 
the new world. The Clark family as far back as the ancestry can be traced had its 
origin in England, where representatives of the line are still prominent in manu- 
facturing circles. Horace Clark, the father, was a capable attorney and promi- 
nent business man and also became a recognized political leader of Erie county. 
New York, where he filled the office of county clerk to which he was elected 
in 1534. At that time the family renloved to Cuffalo, ~naking that city thereafter 
their permanent home. the father there passing away in r8;S. 
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I 
Starting in life a t  the age of sixteen years, Horace Clark spent two years as 

1 a clerk in a country store and then removed westward, impelled by the double 
purpose of benefiting his health by a change of climate and the desire to 
enjoy the business advantages offered in this new but growing section of the 
country. H e  first settled a t  Morton, Tazewell county, Illinois, upon land which 
his father had purchased, and began the development of three hundred and 
twenty acres which up  to that time was raw prairie. H e  more closely identified 
llimself with the middle west two years later when he married and thus laid the 
foundation for a home. H e  continued actively to engage in farming until 1861. 
when he came to Peoria and engaged in the milling and feed business as a mem- 
her of the firm of Clark, Hanna & Company. In 1877 the firm was dissolved. 
Nr. Clark remaining as  sole proprietor until he admitted his sons to a partner- 
ship, the firm style of Horace Clark & Soils Company being then assumed. In 
all of his business undertakings the father met with substantial success which had 
its foundation in sound judgment and correct business principles. H e  never 
sought to take advantage of another in any business transaction. H e  was strictly 
fair and just and his enterprise and progressive methods constituted the motive 
power in his continuous advancement. Men learned to know that what he 
promised he would do. that his estimate represented real value. His course was 
not molded by public opinion but by principles which had their 11asic root in the 
highest moral civilization and Christian teaching. 

In illany ways Mr. Clark was closely identified with Peoria and her progress. 
He was elected the first president of the Coard of Trade following its organiza- 
tion and was the only man ever reelected to that office, and was identified there- 
with to the time of his death. His political allegiance was originally given to the 
whig party and he was a member of the state convention a t  I3loomington which 
in AIay. 1856, organized the republican party in Illinois. He  remained thereafter 
one of its most earnest advocates and yet he never countenanced a political 
measure that \vould not bear the strong light of close investigation. H e  did not 
believe in party lnanagement for individual ends hut believed that political power 
shoulti be used to conserve the best interests of the majority and ever lal~ored 
along political lines with that end in view. 

l f r .  Clarli was married in 1845, the lady of his choice I~eing hiiss Xrary Eliza- 
heth Icingsbury. They became parents of four children, the only daughter dying 
in infancy. The three sons. George C., Charles D. and Horace Jr.. are all active 
business men of Peoria. The first named became connected with his father in 
the milling ant1 feed husiness while Charles D. is engaged in business as the 
president of the Clark-Smith Hardware Company. Special mention is made of 
him on another page in this work. Horace Clark, Jr.. is a representative of the 
coal trade. The  ho~ne  relations were exceedingly happy, Mr. Clark being devoted 
to the n-elfare of his wife and children. Great sorro\tr. however, came to him on 
the 15th of February, 1889. in the death of Mrs. Clark, whom he survived until 
the r r th  of August, 1902. They had both been active and helpful members of 
the First Congre~ational church, nlaking generous coiltribution to its support and 
doing all in their power to extend its influence. For thirty-eight consecutive 
years Mr. Clarli was chairman of the board of trustees and was serving in that 
capacity when the present house of worship was erected. His work in the church. 
however, was but one phase of his Christian life. His religious prinicples became 
a part of his daily living and thought. He  endeavored ever to follow the Golden 
Rule in his relations with his fellowmen nor was there about him the least show 
of a pharisaical spirit. A word of encouragement here, a kind deed there, a 
work of charity, and thus day after day he exemplified in his life the Christian 
teaching of Hinl who came to minister and not to be ministered unto. H e  was 
in his eigl~tieth year a t  the time of his death. T o  him was accorded the precious 
prize of keen mentality until the last. His friends have illissed him but the mem- 
ory of his upright life. of his sincerity and simplicity, are not forgotten. His  



850 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

friends do not mourn for him as they would for a young Illan cut off in the flower 
and promise of his youth, but they rejoice in and honor his memory as that of a 
man who laid down his task in the twilight of the day, when all that he had to 
do had been nobly, beautifully and fully con~pleted. 

HON. RfIARK 11. EASSETT. 

Hon. Rfark &I. Eassett was long an honored resident of Peoria and the 
strongest characteristic of his life, perhaps, was loyalty. I t  was manifest dur- 
ing his service as a soldier of the Civil war, afterward as a citizen in both official 
and private relations; it was an eclually strong element in his home and in his 
friendships and was a forceful element in all of his business and professional 
connectioils. Illinois has every reason to be proud of the fact that Mark M. 
Bassett was one of her native sons as we11 as her citizens for many years. He 
was born in Schuyler county, Illinois, March 27, 1837, and died in Peoria on 
the 16th of June, 1910. His father was a native of Kentucky but passed away 
during the infancy of Mark, who spent his youth upon a farm while a near-by 
school a'fforded him a few weeks' of educational opportunities each year. IIis 
only sister married when he was seven years of age and ofiered to him and the 
\viclowed mother a hotne. I-Ie thereafter devoted the greater part of his time 
each year to the \vork of developing wild land and ultimately improving and 
cultivating the fields that had been reclaimed, so developing habits of industry. 
energy and perseverance which were added to the quality of sterling integrity 
~vhich was ever a characteristic of the Carloclis of l'irginia, from ~vhoin lie 
was descended in the maternal line. MThen he was twenty years of age he left 
the far111 in August, 1857, and fornled a partnership for the conduct of a grain 
and stock business and general country store. The new venture proved prolit- 
aide and in time Mr. LJassett l~ought out his partner's interest, continuing 
alorle until after the outbrealc of the Civil war, ivhen, in December. 1861, 
he responded to the country's call for troops and went to the front as a Union 
soldier belonging to Conlpany E, l7ifty-thirtl regiment of lllinois lrolunteers. 
I le  participated it1 a number of the hotly contested engagenlents durjqg 
tlie early part of the war and was one of the hundred or more men who 
tunnelled under tlie earth and made their escape from Li11l)y prison. The in- 
teresting and thrilling story of how he finally fought his way to freedom is 
perhaps best told in his owti \\lords. \Vriting of this experience he says: "After 
the capture of Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July 4, 1863, that branch of the army 
lo which mj7 regiment belonged was ordered to pursue General Joseph E. John- 
son, who had been attacking it in the rear, and five days' rations were issued to 
us;  but while we were getting ready to break camp thirty-one thousand rel~els, 
who had surrendered under General John C. Pemberton, thronged over their 
l~reastworks and ours, and, as they had sufYered from hunger during the siege, 
we gave them all of our five days' rations. So it was not until the fifth that we 
received an additional five days' rations and started on the march to Jackson, 
Mississippi, fifty miles east of XTicksburg, which place we reached on the evening 
of the 11th. On Sunday, the 12th, our brigade, consisting of the Third Io~va,  
Thirty-third LVisconsin and Twenty-eighth, Forty-first and Fifty-third Illinois, 
attacked the Confederate breastworks at Jackson and after hard fighting was re- 
pulsed with great loss. Our regiment, the Fifty-third Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 
was a large one, yet on the morning after the battle only sixty-six officers and Inen 
responded to roll call and the other regiments suffered accordingly. Many were 
killed, among them our colonel, S. C. Earle, from Earlville, Illinois, and many 
line officers were wounded and captured. I was one of these, having been 
wounded by a fragment of a bursting shell, though not seriously. The officers 
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were talten to Libby Prison, Richmond, Virginia, arriving there July 20. The 
lllen front the ranks were taken to Belle Isle, on the James river, near by. Libby 
prison was a large, thick-walled brick building, three stories high on one street 
-the front-and having a basement under the opposite side on a lower street, 
ivas four stories. The lower street bordered on the canal and took its name 
therefrom. The higher street at the front was Carey street. Just prior to its 
being used as a prison the building was a tobacco warehouse, owned by Libby 
& Sons. On each floor of this warehouse were three rooms, each of which I 
should say was one hundred and twenty feet long by forty feet wide. The doors 
and windows were all heavily iron barred. O n  our arrival there were already 
about twelve hundred prisoners-all officers, remember, for except far  a very 
short time early in its use as a prison, only commissioned officers were confined 
there. This will guide you in knowing the false froin the true aspirant to the 
fame of having been a prisoner in Libby. Fifty surgeons and as many chaplains 
were included in this list. Among these Chaplain McCabe, since Bishop IIc- 
Cabe, and the great temperance apostle, General Neal Dow, of Maine, Colonel 
-4. D. Straight of Indiana and others, men of note a t  that time and since then 
widely known. Our beds were our blankets, with our boots for pillo\vs on the 
hard floor. Ottr food was coarse corn bread, rice and .sometimes bacon and 
beans, in whatever degree of staleness the meat happened to be, and of the poorest 
cluality. There were games for some of the men who were expert chess players; 
others studied such books as they could get, but our pastime was mostly hunting 
vermin, varied only according to individual need and opportunity. One could 
have learned something of the languages and history, for Inen of education were 
there and time hung heavily on our hands and heads and hearts. But the foremost 
thought of each one was of 'home' and how to get out of this 'hole' and back to 
'God's country.' O f  recreations in Libby Bishop 31cCabe has spoken for many 
years, but his 'Hrigl~t Side of Libby' picture, to those who shared that prison 
life and have heard his lecture, is colored almost beyond recognition. The prison 
was closely guarded and 'rules' were very strict and cruelties were repeatedly 
practiced which were not set down in the rules. \&'hen a 'Yank' was seen nearer 
a window than the 'dead line' he was liable to be shot at without ~varning. I 
was witness to one such instance. Lieutenant Forsytl~e of the One Hundredth 
Ohio (from Toledo, I think) sat near a window reading a paper, when a guard 
outside shot hill1 through the head, spattering his l~lood and brains around. No 
provocation whatever! There came in after years a romantic sequel to this sad 
story ant1 it sl~ould he recorded here. In 1897. at the Sational Encatnplnellt of 
the Grand Army of the Republic in Cleveland, Ohio, I related the manner of 
Lieutenant Forsythe's death. A reporter reproduced my account, greatly en- 
larged and elaborately embellished, next day in the Leader under sensational 
headlines. S o t  long after illy return home I received a letter fro111 a lady in 
one of the S e w  England states saying that some one had sent her a copy of the 
T-eacler' containing the account of Lieutenant Forsythe's death; that she \vas 
liis betrothed wife at that time and had never before known how or when or 
where he died. For years she had hoped for his return, but had mourned him 
for a third of a century. This positive knowledge had been a satisfaction. 
though a sad one, to her, and with pitiful yearning she asked if he really had 
spoken to me of her. his affianced. I was obliged to tell her that that portion of 
the article was purely a figment of the reporter's fancy for I was not acquainted 
with him sufficiently to warrant such confidences. 

"It is useless to dwell upon the indignities habitually practiced against Union 
Inen in Confederate prisons, since it is held that the north and south are agaii~ 
united; but I know one man who, while insane because of his capture, was 
carted around the streets of Riclimond, naked, in a cage, like a wild beast, and 
exhibited as a 'specimen of the damned Yanks.' This was Mr. G. nlellar of 
Vermont, Fulton county, Illinois, for a long time member of the Illinois State 
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Board of Equalization. These are side entries but they are true, however, future 
historians may ignore or deny them. Note that in July, 1863, I took my abode in 
that notorious hostelry. And at that time President Lincoln was calling for 111ore 
men, and in some way we had knowledge of it and were anxious to be exchanged, 
or if this could not be effected, were eager to escape and go again to the front. 
In about three months thereafter the 'tunnel' was planned by certain men. Lieu. 
tenant Colonel Rose of Pennsylvania, a civil engineer, being one of the princi- 
pals. Their plans and also their work were necessarily kept a secret among a 
selected few, less they should be disclosed by an unguarded word or look to 
our captors. The entrance of the tunnel was through an outer wall at the end 
of the warehouse, in a basement room under the hospital of the prison, a room 
used only as a dumping place for rubbish from the one above. This basement 
was reached through a fireplace in the middle room above by removing some of 
the bricks and passing down through the chimney, not into the room beneath, 
but to the one adjoining, by means of a rope ladder. When men had gone down 
to work the bricks were replaced and the fireplace looked intact. This was no 
Hoosac tunnel, but was about sixty feet long, undulating in its course ant1 only 
large enough to permit the passage of a man's body. If the man was a large one 
it was a 'tight squeeze' to get through, and for any one no easy process, for the 
effort was suffocating. Colonel Straight, who was a large-framed man, had to 
remove his overcoat and tie it to his foot, and then the man ahead helped to pull 
kim and the man behind pushed and, at last, almost overcome, he succeeded in 
getting through. The excavation was made with such bits of hard wood or iron 
as could be found and utilized in that way. When I worked my implement was 
a piece of gate hinge, a strap hinge, and the dirt was put into a wooden box, 
such as was made for a spittoon, about ten inches square at the bottom, flaring 
at the top, and perhaps eight inches deep. To  this a string was tied, one end of 
which was tied to the foot of the man at work and the other was held by a 
'helper' a t  the entrance. X jerk on the string from within signified the box was 
full, when the helper drew it out and emptied it on the floor, covering it with 
straw and discarded rags of clothing and other rul~bish which was dunlped there 
from the beds and bodies of patients who had died in the hospital just above, 
from smallpox or  other infectious diseases. The cluestion has often been asked, 
'How could so much dirt be hidden?' In this way it was well hidden, and 111 thls 
way only, for the white southerners avoided this rubbish for fear of infection, 
and the colored roustal)out, from superstitious fear of the dead, so recently coil- 
nected with the cast-off things. So we were not detected in our work, which 
was done at night undisturbed. After several schenles had 1,een tried and found 
lacking or abandoned because not deemed feasible, the tunnel was decided upon 
and finally finished, and in the night between February 9 and 10, 1864, one hun- 
dred atid nine or one hundred and ten nlen made their escape through it. There 
has al\vays heen a difference of one in the various records. I t  was the intention 
that some should escape each night, so long as it was possible to cover the loss; 
and to that end when roll was called on the morning of February 10 sonle of the 
Inen who had already answered would slip out illto another rooin, come in again 
through another door and answer 'here' to some other name. This puzzled the 
sergeant who called the roll, for though he had learned that some of the prisoners 
llad escaped, there was no lack in number. 1,ieutenant Griffin of the One Hundred 
and Twelfth Illinois Infantry, who was unable, because of rheumatism, to at- 
tempt to escape, told us of this and of how loyally all the prisoners present tried 
to shield the absentees, and by so doing to make their own opportunity to escape 
later by the same avenue more certain. Some time during that day one Lieu- 
tenan1 Hall was recaptured within the city limits and gave the facts r>f the es- 
cape so far  as he knew them, and so, of course, put an end to any more de- 
liveries. When the officers in charge realized that men had escaped they had alt 
the guards arrested, believing that they had connived with us for our escape; for 
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they could find no way of egress and not until Hall divulged the secret did they 
know of the tunnel, for  its exit was across the street in a lumberyard behind a 
high board fence. 1 am explicit in this writing, believing you will care to keep 
it as a document and authentic record, to be referred to  and treasured as an un- 
biased, uncolored, unprejudiced statement of one of the participators, which has 
been several times compared with others kept by men of unquestioned integrity 
who shared this experience, and found to be in agreement. I followed Captain 
J. D. Hatfield, of Company H, Fifty-third Illinois, into and out of the tunnel, 
and we had intended to keep together (we were captured in the same battle) 
but when Hatfield found himself at the surface the impulse of self-preservation 
gave emphasis to the fear of recapture and he started off alone. When I could 
see the stars a b o ~ e  me I heard some one breathing heavily behind me down in 
the tunnel and, waiting a moment, found it was my friend, Dr. Crawford, of 
Havana, Illinois, my own neighborhood, so we made a start for  freedom to- 
gether. Our  main trouble was to pass the rebel lines surrounding the city, which I 

1 was closely guarded, but the feat was accomplisl~ed before daylight by our as- 
suming to be in search of fuel to  make a fire to warm by;  so picking up bits of 
wood here and there we were supposed to be freezing 'Johnnies' and were not 
challenged. Lire liezded for the 'White' house, eastward on the F'amunky river, 
where we believed the Union troops to be. W e  traveled only by night and away 
fro111 public roads, hiding in brushwood or fallen tree tops by day. On the 
fourth night out, when we supposed we had passed beyond the probable danger 
of recapture. we neared a callin where there must have been Confederates who 
disrovered us, for soon they had bloodhounds out after us. W e  carried sticlis 
of iron-wood, which we used as staves, and these were also our only weapons 
of defense, and with these we beat the hounds so they would not follo~v the 
scent, for they are trained to hunt in packs, and when the leader is hurt the pack 
scatters. The scars where some of them grabbed my calf are still visible. 111 
the fight and confusion conseq~lent upon such a 'surprise' we ran into an ex- 
tended line of rebel pickets and two South Carolinans, who seemed to our as- 
tonished eyes like giants with manlmoth double-barreled shotguns, persuaded us 
to stay our flight; and we were returned to our former boarding place and were 
crowded into underground dungeons reeking wit11 filth and vermin of all sorts 
and sizes up to river rats. I say 'crowded.' for about sixty of those who escaped 
througl~ the tunnel were recaptured a t  different times and there was not room 
for each body to rest on the earth Aoor of the dungeons. Heads rested on others' 
bodies and knees were drawn up to give room for others' limbs to pass under 
then?; and there was no release from such cramped conditions. In  this day of 
deadly fear of microbes the sometime tenant of Libby finds grand occasion for 
smiles. Here our fare was less sumptuous than before and consisted of corn 
bread and water only. The corn bread was made of corn cobs and husks all 
ground together, and so made up without sifting. In these dungeons we stayed 
from the middle of February until removed in ,\pril, when Grant's proximity 
to Richmond and the rebels' cotlsequent fear of his taking it led to our being 
sent farther south, to Danville. Virginia, and a short time later to Macon, 
Georgia. Next we were sent to Charleston, South Carolina, and afterwards- 
sometime probably in October, 1864, to Columbia, South Carolina, to new 
grounds, which were to become a stockade prison. There we remained, still 
planning escape, until it was seen that the stockade would soon be completed 
and our chance of getting away more hazardous, i f  not quite impossible. X stock- 
ade is made of heavy timbers, somewhat like railroad ties, driven into the ground 
close together, making a solid wall from ten to fourteen feet high. This, well 
guarded, made a secure prison, with the sky for roof and the earth for floor. 
So before the gap was closed a party of nine officers ran the guard in the dark- 
ness of midnight, about two o'clock A. M., and joined company for a tour, yea. 
a detour. of the north. MTe soon heard shots fired after us 11~1 the guards, who 
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had spied us, but they only served to quicken our steps. For the first two or 
three nights we went towards Atlanta, which was nearly due west; but reason- 
ing that the enemy would probably cover more territory between us and our 
army at that place we changed our course to the northwest, hoping to reach 
Knoxville, Tennessee, by crossing the Blue Ridge mountains. Of course we 
traveled only by night and never on a public highway, subsisting on yams found 
in the fields, or on corn bread and sorghum obtained from the colored people 
who were always our friends and upon whom we could rely. One 11100nlight 
night, the thirteenth of our escape, while crossing a field we were discovered by 
Confederate soldiers who were, presumably, at  a farm house near 11y. They set 
out after us  on horses with bloodhounds, and thot~gh we made as fast time as 
possible they were gaining on us. So  we halted and held a 'whisl~ered council 
of war' ant1 agreed to separate into scluads of four, three and two, resl~ectivel~, 
in the hope that by so doing some of us might get througl-r. Lieutenants Oatis 
and Rfoore made up the scluad of two;  Captains Wilson, Slielton, Welch and 
Dusenl~erry, the four ;  and Captain Stewart, 1,ieutenant Yourlg ancl myself, the 
three, each sc~uatl taliing cliffereilt directions. We three liacl not gone far when 
we realized that the hounds were not following us, and so continuetl on our way 
along the French Groad river toward its source. In Transylvania county, North 
Carolina, we came upon a Union man who had I~een impressed into, ancl had 
deserted from the Confederate service, Joe Fleillnli~lg Cison 11y naine. who 1)e- 
friended us, a s  he did others in like straits, and whose knowledge of all that wild 
mountain country made him a desirable guide for us, as others had been. Tlie 
mountaineers were generally Union men and suffered accordingly, although too 
poor and too renlote and hard of access to he sought after or hunted up. They 
were loyal to all Union men or  soldiers who as refugees or escaping prisoners 
of war were maliing for Union lines. One of these mountaineers, David Led- 
ford, had led us 011 our way many miles; another sent his fourteen-year-old 
son, Thomas Zachary, to guide us for  another twenty miles or morc; and I re- 
member another, Tom 1-oftus, who secretetl us for several days in his vicinity 
before taking us on another stage of our mountain journey. Their l i l ~ ~ w l e d g ~  
of the 'lay of the land' and of points where we woultl 1)e lilcely ,to l ~ e  tliscovered, 
was invalual~le to us. Ours was not a continuous journey, even by night, for there 
were clays and nights together when we had to 'lay lo\v,' hiding in huts or caves 
or thickets anlong the mountains, not tlaring to I~uild a fire lest the smolce from 
it disclose our hiding place to some enemy in the 'home' or in the 'saddle.' Jlaiiy 
thrilling incidents occurred and narrow escapes frotn recapture, some of which I 
will relate. On first finding ourselves at  liberty we had cut stout brancl~es which 
served as walking sticlcs and were also our only weapons, as was usually the case 
with Inell in our circumstances, but as we met with the moulltaineers they fur- 
nished us with guns and revolvers and as our party was often joined by others- 
prisoners escaping like ourselves, or  l ~ y  deserters fro111 the rebel ranlis-we num- 
hered at different times from six to twenty or more, and were on occasion, reck- 
lessly brave. W e  had heen short of food because of the well-guarded illountai~l 
passes-for soille reason the enemy had been more than usually cautious-and 
were cold from December weather in the high altitude; and hearing. through the 
'natives' that a rebel wagon train was conling through the valley loaded with 
provisions collected from 'up country,' fo r  some near post of Confederate troops, 
one night we constituted ourselves a foraging party and made a bold attack on 
the train, which consisted of anywhere from three t o  six lvagons, with a span 
of mules, a driver ancl one guard to  each. So, covering \vagons, mules, drivers 
and guards with our  arms, we commanded a 'halt,' w11icl-1 conlrnand was a t  once 
obeyed, while we helped ourselves to hams, sides of bacon, jars of honey, chest- 
nuts, home-made clothing from home-made cloth, quilts and blankets-a va- 
riety of substantial provisions, which we carried to  the secluded hut of some 
mountain dweller, for their and our refreshment, and also to fill the hungry 
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stomachs of those who, with the same intent of reaching 'God's country,' should 
come after US. It is safe  to say that the mules were not sorry for our raid, for 
it is wonderful what quantities of provisions we removed from those wagons. 
Previous to our reaching the mountain region we drew near a plantation one 
night and after reconnoitering concluded to approach the house and ask for 
something to eat. A young girl answered our linocl; and referred our request 
for 'something to eat' to her grandmother, they two seeming to be the only 
persons a t  home. The old lady answered in a snappish manner that she 'did not 
have anything to eat in the house.' An astonished look on the girl's face and 
some remark, probably contradictory of the elder ivoman's, that she began to  
make, decided us to walk in and help ourselves. i l t  this the old woman began 
to scream and Lieutenant Young walked up to her, put an  arnl around her 
shoulders and his hand over her mouth, and going to the fireplace took a shovel 
and began dragging coals out on the floor. This silenced her, but Young held 
her until we helped ourselves ~)lentifully to the stores of good things to  eat laid 
up in an adjoining room in great cjuantities, no doubt awaiting to satisfy the 
hunger of 'expected guests' from the enenlies ranlis. The  fear that they might 
then 11e concealed within hearing of our hostess' screams was what incited Tom 
Young to his incendiary action, which did not prove clestrtrctive, for when the 
screams ceased the coals were returned to the hearth. Cut that tragic-comic 
scene will never he efiaced from nly nle11101-y. Once while we were fo r  a time 
shut it1 the mountain fastnesses because of the enemy's prosimity, a young 
woman, the pronlised wife of our guide, Flenl Cison, lvalked four iniles alone 
across the mountain. over the crusted snow, to warn us not to relax our ~igilance, 
as artned men were 100liit1g for us, and to bring us  food, returning before day- 
light, lest she should be seen ant1 our hiding place discovered. Through suc l~  
circuitous wanderings. untoward circumstatlces, divers discouragements and 
depressing conclitions we kept one steady purpose to 111alie our  liberty secure, 
from the night of November 10, 1864, when we left Camp Sorghum. as the 
stocliade prison at Columbia, South Carolina, was called, through fifty-two 
days and nights of winter ~veather in the mountains, until we reached the Union 
army at Sweet 'CVater. Tennessee, and were for\\.arcletl by rail to Knoxville. 
'Tennessee. \vliich place we reachetl January I ,  r 865. After sixteen months of 
i~~~pr isonment  and two months of endeavoring to regain our liberty, evading all 
sorts of dangers from the elements as well as fro111 the enemy, we counted this 
the happiest New Year of our lives, to Ile again among our otvt~ troops, while 
above us waved 'Old Glory.' " 

With the close of the war Judge Gassett was honorably clischarged after the 
surre~lder of Lee a t  .4ppaniattox. H e  spent the succeeding year and a half on 
his farm, and in buying and selling grain, and in 1867 he took up the study of 
law under the direction of Captain A. IV. Bull, of I'ekin, Illinois. Later he con- 
tinued his reading with Hon. D. S. Prettyman, and for two years, althot~gh beset 
with nlany difficulties and hampered by the lack of early educational advantages. 
he persistently pursued the course which he had marked out and a t  length real- 
ized his early ambition to become a lawyer in his admission to the bar. I n  1872 
he renloved to Peoria where he made a splendid record as a strong, sturdy and 
reliable attorney. w l ~ o  ever held to the highest professional ethics and standards. 
He was at different tinies associated with leading lawyers of this city and while 
he continued in private practice he enjoyed an estensive clientage. 

Judge Bassett was also long a prominent figure in political c~rcles. Of him 
it has been written: "He was one of that rare type of men who believed that 
patriotism meant serving the country honestly and faithfully, not only as a 
soldier but as  a law-maker and an ofice holder. H e  was above all things a patriot 
and nest  to this a republican. H e  believed in his party. H e  believed in its 
mission and hc fought many times and vigorously for its purity." H e  nras 
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elected on its ticket to the lower branch of the general assembly in 1884 and in 
1888 was the choice of the people of his district for the state senate. H e  made 
an excellent record in both the upper and lower houses, carefully supporting 
those measures which he believed would advance the interests of the masses 
rather than of the classes and seeking ever to uphold the honor and good name 
of his state. In 1898 he was elected probate judge of Peoria county, which 
office he filled for eight years, discharging his duties with the utmost fidelity and 
ability. H e  became a candidate for the nomination for state treasurer and was 
the first candidate to make the proposal and promise that the moneys received 
as interest on state deposits should be returned to the state treasury; he, further- 
more, proposed that this money should be used to create a fund to give aid at 
times when great disaster should occur in the state. His position was in no way 
an equivocal one. H e  said plainly that he believed that the interest on the state's 
money belonged to the state the same as revenue from any other source ; that he 
would be content with the salary of the office as fixed by law and not pocket from 
forty to sixty thousand dollars a year additional as interest on the money paid in 
by the tax payers. He recognized the fact that there was nothing on the statutes 
to prevent this as far  as the letter of the law went but he looked beneath the 
spirit of the law and his own sense of personal honor would not permit him to 
follow such a course. This was characteristic of Judge Bassett. His policy 
was ever in harmony with his sense of personal and public honor and his plan 
received the indorsement of all public-spirited citizens. 

Judge Bassett was married in November, 1865, to Miss Annie E. Goold who 
survives him. Their only son died in infancy. Two children by a former wife 
also died, Nathaniel in 1891 and Sarah-Mrs. S. B. Frost in 1908. One of 
Judge 13assett1s greatest pleasures in life was to help deserving young people 
and many are indebted to him for their start in life and for wise council which en- 
abled them to see clearly the best course to pursue. H e  was well known through- 
out the state and wherever known was loved and honored and there are few men 
whose public career covered a more extended period. EIe was a statesman 
with an eye to practical results and not glittering generalities. The turn 
of his mind was eminently judicial and free from blas or animosity. Strong 
and positive in his republicanism, his party fealty was not grounded on partisan 
prejudice and he enjoyed the respect and confidence of all of his associates, irre- 
spective of party. H e  was connected with many of the wholesome and purify- 
ing reforms which have been gradually growing in political, municipal and social 
life in Peoria. Such men, whether in office or out of it, are the natural leaders 
of which-ever party they may be identified with, especially in that movement 
toward higher politics wl~ich is common to both parties and which constitutes 
the most hopeful political sign of the period. 

Prominent as a lnember of the medical profession of Illinois Dr. Thomas 
McGiffin McIlvaine, during the years of his residence in Peoria, has been ac- 
corded a liberal patronage, which attests his hig11. standing and his ability as 
a representative of the profession. He was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
August 17, 1853, and his parents, Rev. William Brown and Margaret (McGiffin) 
McIlvaine, were also natives of the same state, the former having been born in Lan- 
caster county and the latter in Washington county. The ancestral history of the 
family is one of close connection ~vith Pennsylvania. The great-grandparents 
of Dr. hilcIlvaine were George and Sophia (Duffield) McIlvaine, who were born 
in Philadelphia -and became pioneer residents of Lancaster county, Penn- 
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sylvania, where George hIcIlvaine received the deed for the land which 
he occupied direct from the colonial government. When the colonies attempted 
to throw off the yoke of British oppression and establish a rel~ublic on this side 

1 of the Atlantic he joined the continental army and rendered valiant service to 
the cause of freedom. His son, Robert bilcIlvaine, was born in Lancaster county, 
pentlsylvania, and l~aving arrived a t  years of maturity wedded Sarah Slemmons. 
who was born in Philadelphia. In the maternal line Dr. niIcIlvaine traces his 
allcestry baclc to Xatlianiel McGiffin, a native of Dublin, Ireland, who wedded 
3largaret Duncan, a native of Glasgow, Scotland. Coming to America they 
established their home in Washington county, Pennsylvania, where occurred 
the birth of their son Thomas IlcGiffin, the grandfather of Thomas AlcIlvaine. 
He married l lar ia  Norton, a native of Kewtown, Connecticut, and among their 
cllildren was 3largaret llcGiffin, who became the wife of William Brown Mc- 
Ilvaine ant1 the motl~er of our subject. Her father was at  one time a very dis- 
tinguished la\vyer of il'ashington, Pennsylvania, and a mall of considerable in- 
fluence and prominence in other connections. H e  was an intimate and lifelong 
personal friend of Iienry Clay, and for some years they were associated in tlie 
p-actice of law as partners. I t  will thus be seen that in both the paternal and 
maternal lines Dr. 1IcIlvaine comes of distinguished and honored families of ' Pennsy1va:lia. His  father, the Rev. William Brown McIlvaine, was an eminent 

I Presbyterian clergyman of \vestern Pennsylvania during the middle of the nine- 
I teelit11 century. 131s pastorate at  the East Liberty Presbyterian church in Pitts- 

burg cstencletl from 1828 ~111til 1870, covering a period of forty-two years. He 
never had another ministerial charge, going to this at  the beginning of his con- 
nection with the ministry and there remaining until his retirement to spend his 
remaining (lays in ~iiell earned rest. Such pastorates were rare even in that day. 
hut when they esisted they indicated a close bond of union between pastor and 
peo~le  that reflected credit upon both. The  Rev. William 3lcIlvaine proved a 
most able factor in the moral progress of the conlnlunity ancl his teachings sank 
deep into tlie hearts of many of his parisliioners, and in years bore fruit of up- 
right. honoral~le lives. H e  was accounted one of the eminent divines of the 
Presl~yterian cliurch of his native state and served as a director of tlie Theolog- 
ical Seminary at -qllegheny, Pennsylvania, and as secretary of the presbytery and 
synod of I'ittsl~urg for many years. The  influence of such a life cannot be 
measured, but it is well 1i110w1l that his memory and teachings remain as a blessed 
l~enediction to in an^. with whom lie came in contact. 

Reared in the atmospliere of a cultured, refined home, Dr. XIcIlvaine there 
learned lessons of life which he has never forgotten. His parents, desiring to 
wive him tlie hest opportunities possible, supplenlentetl his public-school educa- h 
tlon by a partial course in the Western University at Pittsl~urg. He  left that 
school to come to the imiddle west in 1869, with Peoria as his destination. Later 
he completed his college studies in the A/lonn~outh College at l Ion~nou t l~ ,  Illinois. 
and was therc graduated wit11 honors, delivering the Latin oration in 1873. H e  
entered up011 the profession of teaching in tlie high school of Peoria, hut after 
a brief l~eriotl \vent abroad for further study in Germany, spending the years 
1874 ancl 1875 in that land. In 1876 his alma mater conferred upon 1.1im the 
Master of A4rts clegree. 

In  the same year Dr. BIcIlvaine entered co~~lrnercial circles in connection 
with the grain trade a t  Grand Ridge. La  Salle county, Illinois, ivliere he became 
well kno\vn as a grain buyer. However, he believed that professional pursuits 
nlould prove more congenial and profitable. and turned his attention to tlie Study 
of medicine under the direction of Dr. J. L. Hamilton, of Peoria. H e  afterward 
n~atriculatecl in Rush Medical College, Chicago, and was graduated therefrom in 
tlie class of 1881. H e  has since devoted his time and energies to the practice of 
medicine and surgery in Peoria, and his labors have been attended with excel- 
lent results. That lie enjoys public confidence to a notable degree is manifest 
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in the extensive practice accorded him. H e  has ever held to high icleals in his 
profession and has earnestly, wisely and conscie~~tio~~sly used the talents with 
which nature endowed him. From 1882 until 1884 Dr. $McIlvaine served as health 
officer in Peoria. His reading has at all times been extensive and has kept hiIlI 
in touch with the most advancetl work of the profession. H e  devotetl ten years to 
editing a medical magazine in this city and his intelligently directed efforts and 
unremitting- labor have contributed to maintaining the high staildarrl of profes- 
sional services which characterizes the medical fraternity of Illinois. The Peoria 
City hledical Society has honored him with its presidency and he is also a n~elllber 
of the Illinois State Medical Society and the American Medical Association, hav- 
ing been treasurer of the Illinois society for a period of ten years. H e  was 
formerly professor of materia medica and thera.peutics in the College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, Iowa. 

Professional labors, however, do not constitute the entire scope of Dr. SIC- 
Ilvaine's efforts in behalf of the public. Indeed, he has done much other \\.or]< 
of an iml~ortant character. He has been a director of the public library for over 
twenty years and was formerly a member of the board of education, for which 
positions he has been eininently qualified through his literary tastes and scien- 
tific training as well as by his opportunities for  observation abroad. H e  was 
largely instrumental in establishing the Cottage, now Proctor, Hospital and or- 
ganizing the Peoria Art League. H e  has been a discrin~inating collector of rare 
old volumes, coins and worlis of art, and is the owner of nlany valuable old 
l~iedical worlis and Elzevir editions of the classics. 

In 1876 Dr. Alcllvaine was united in marriage to Miss Emma Florence Ham- 
ilton, a daughter of Dr. J. L. Hamilton, one of Peoria's earliest and illost promi- 
nent physicians. The children of this marriage were three in numl~er : Anna 
Kirk, the wife of \IT. E. Tobias ; Margaret McGiffin ; and Emma Florence. The 
wife and mother died .March 29, 1895, and on the 15th of December, 1899, Dr. 
l\icIlvaine was again married, this union being with Mrs. Jessie Cobleigh, by 
whom he had one child, Sophia Elizabeth. 

Dr. blcIlvailie holds n~embership in the Creve Coeur Club and is also a prom- 
inelit lIason, belonging to Peoria Lodge, S o .  15, '?. & --\. hI., while in Peoria 
Consistory he attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite in 1888. 
His political allegiance is given to the republicall party. H e  has ever endeavored 
to malie his life a serviceable factor in the world's worli, and Peoria !lotlors hiin 
as one whose labors have 1,eetl effective forces for public progress and improve- 
ment along many lines. 

FRED L. BLOCK. 

The opinion, unifornlly expressed wherever Fred L. Block was linowt~, was 
that 11e was "a good citizen and a good man." What higher tribute could be 
paid to an individual? He was, moreover, a successful merchant--one of the 
partners of the largest dry-goods establishment of Peoria, but while his intelli- 
gently directed activity and enterprise brought him success the attainment of 
wealth was never the sole aim and end of hls life. He rejoiced in the oppor- 
tunity that it gave him to aid his fellowmen and there are few who have loved 
humanity in a greater or more helpful degree than did he. The memory that he 
leaves behind is one that is cherished by all who knew him. 

Mr. Block was born in Germany, October 31, 1855, and the first sixteen years 
of his life were spent in his native land, largely in the acquirement of an educa- 
tion. Other members of the family had previously come to America and favor- 
able reports concerning the opportunities of the new world led the youth of six- 
teen to sever the ties that bound him to his native country and seek a home in 
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the new world. H e  made his way direct to Pekin, Illinois, where he was em- 
ployed in his brother's store that constituted the nucleus of the present Schipper 
& Block establishment of Peoria. For seven years he was there employed and 
then came to this city where he joined with his brother and John F. Schipper, 
now deceased, in organizing the firm of Schipper S: Block and founding the pres- 
ent enterprise. The first store was located on Adams street and the growth of 
tl.le business is indicated by the fact that three times the firm enlarged the build- 
ing, but finally the quarters became too small and a removal was made to the old 
Anderson block where business was continued for a  lumber of years. At length, 
however, the continued growth of trade necessitated still more commodious 
quarters, which were secured in the Woolner building, but even this proved too 
sillall for constantly developing business and about 1903 the company decided 
to erect a new building, resulting in the immense eight-story structure that now 
stands at the corner of Adams and Fulton streets, a monument to the business 
industry and sagacity of the members of the firm. prominent anlong whom was 
Fred L. Block. One of the local papers writing of him said: "During all of his 
business career RIr. Eloclc displayed the keenest business sagacity and foresight. 
He was recognized as one of the best buyers in the country. In the eastern 
markets he had the name of being one of the best business men in the country. 
Older business men found in this young business illail the elements of the expe- 
rienced man of affairs. No detail was too small for his attention, hut he did 
not allow himself to be carried away by details, and was ever alert to the possi- 
bilities of a good business move. Time after time older men found them- 
selves outwitted by his far-seeing instinct. For years he has been considered the 
leading business man of Peoria and he was loolied up to in the mercantile world 
of Peoria as possibly 110 other man in Peoria has been in many years. His keen 
judgment was called in by the business men in affairs of moment to the city and 
he planned many things which have resulted in lasting benefit to the city and 
the comnlunity in general." 

RIr. Block was twice married. H e  first wedded Miss Dena Schneider, who 
was born a t  the old family homestead of her parents at No. 114 Fifth street, 
Peoria, August 25, 1858. She practically spent her entire life in this city, pur- 
suing her education in the public schools and also spending several years in 
completitlg a course in German in a local private school. On the 11th of May, 
1882, she became the wife of Fred L. Elock and they became the parents of five 

Hajo H., Carl C., Anna C., Agnes S. and Harriet F. Mrs. Block was 
an active member of the First Congregational church and was not only deeply 
interested in the church worli but also assisted helpfully and generously in the 
work of various clubs and societies whose mission is to do good and assist man- 
kind. H e r  death was the occasion of deep regret to a wide circle of friends as 
well as to her immediate family. On the 9th of May, IPS. Mr. Block was mar- 
ried to Miss Emma Schneider, a sister of his first wife and a daughter of C. J. 
and Christina Schneider. the former at one time a well known and pron~inent 
pioneer merchant of Peoria. Mr. and Mrs. Block were traveling in the east when 
he met a tragic death, being killed in a railroad wreck at Idansingburg, near Troy, 
New York, when he and his wife were on their way homeward after a trip in 
Maine and New Hampshire. They were sitting in the rear end of the parlor car 
when a heavy train crashed into them, telescoping the car and bringing death to 
Mr. Block, while his wife, who was sitting across the aisle. conversing with him, 
was seriously injured. One of the local papers said: "The news of no death 
since the message concerning the passing of President McKinley has caused such 
ttniform and profound sorrow in Peoria as did that of Fred L. Block." Another 
paper wrote: "In the death of Fred L. Block a pillar of strength in the local 
business world is shattered. Peoria and central Illinois is appalled at the horri- 
ble news which came from Troy. New York, the scene of the railroad accident 
where hfr.  Block met his death. His passing as the result of a period of illness 
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would have shocked the community because of his prominence in the busilless 
world, his standing as a citizen in the con~munity and his genialty of nature which 
made him a favorite with every acquaintance. Everyone who knew him was his 
friend. But the death of such a citizen, violent as it was, adds to the horror of 
the affair and brings grief to the entire city which pauses to pay a silent tribute 

I 
of respect and honor to him." 

Mr. Block was widely known as one who loved his fellown~en and age alld 
station in life mattered not to hiin if an individual was worthy of respect and 
regard. T11e children loved him no less than those of his own years and l1is 
many friends found him ever a hospitable host whose cheer and kindly greeting 
were genuine and cordial. He' enjoyed outdoor life and nature in its various 
forms and was a lover of art, travel and music. Peoria never had a more loyal 
citizen or more ardent supporter of the city's enterprises. His faith in her 
future was evidenced in his works. At his death the local press united in payillg 
tribute to his memory. One of the local papers wrote: "The death of such a 
man as Fred L. Elocli cannot be regarded as anything less than a civic calamity. 
There was hardly anything projected that would lead to the betterment and the 
uplift of the city in which Mr. Block did not have a hand. For nearly all the 
years of his life he had been a very busy man but he found time outside of l~is 
immense and growing business to take part in all schemes that were intended to 
make Peoria not only a greater but a better city. H e  was a man who was broad 
in his views and whs believed in allowing the largest individual liberty of action 
so long as that liberty did not conflict with the rights of others. I-Ie was a 
Christian gentleman in the broadest sense of the term. S o t  Puritanic, not believ- 
ing that this world was a world of gloom in which he was best prepared for the 
llereafter who was the least satisfied wit11 the present life. He had strong opin- 1 
ions of his o\vn on almost every subject, but this did not prevent him from re- 
specting the conscientious convictions of others who differed from him. Ile was 
a liberal but not ostentatious contributor to the charities of all kinds. And he 
was in every respect a perfectly honest man. Fred Clocli would not wrong a 
man out of a dollar even if his failure to do this should have involved the loss of 
hundreds. I t  is lainentable that such a man-one whom Peoria loved and re- 
spected-should have lost his life as he did, just as he was on the eve of return- 
ing to the city where he had so long made his home, which lie had helped to build 
up, where his affections and his interests centered. It  was a dark day for Peo- 
ria wlren he met with that fatal accident. Above all it was a sad day to those 
who were privileged to be his intimates-to society and business associates who 
had so known, honored and loved him. To  his fanlily the loss is simply irre- 
parable because Mr. Block was above everything else a family man-a 110111e 
man. T o  his children he was at the same time guide, counselor and friend. The 
death of no inan of recent years has been more severely felt than was the passing 
amray of hlr. Rlock, in the maturity of an intellect that made its impress on 
every one with whonl he was in any way connected. H e  went from us just 
as he had every reason to hope that the rest that had never come to him in all 
his busy life was coming, when the fruition of his hopes and the object of all 
his aspirations was near, to all human appearance. Such a man as Mr. Block 
was entitled to expect many years of enjoyment, to that enjoymeilt that comes 
after the summer of life is spent and the autuinn draws near. But the ways of 
Providence are past finding out." In his funeral sermon Dr. Faville said: "He 
had won a place of honor and faith and hope and love among us. H e  was a 
princely man with great possibilities ahead. H e  lived more than a half century; 
he wrought out a character in which strength and beauty and sympathy is 
equalled but by the few. * * Fred Block had a strong will, keen mind, a 
warm heart; he was a man of balanced judgment, of unflagging enthusiasm, of 
unswerving faith. But the secret of his life was good-will; good-will to God; 
good-will to man. Religion was with him a life, nothing of religious cant or 
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hypocrisy or hysteria. 1-Ie was a business nlan ill his Christian life as well as a 
Christian in his husiness life. ?;or did he leave out the world. H e  loved 
literature, music, travel, all that is noble and beautiful in the world. H e  loved 
business not only because he succeeded; he believed men are not here to make 
n~oney but that money is here to make men. He loved his fatherland, he loved 
],is adopted land, he loved his city. H e  put himself into this world as God's 
world. But beyond these he loved his fellowmen. H e  was a courteous, conscien- 
tious en~ployer. You who come from the 'White Store' as mourners today 
knew him not only as the merchant prince but as the friendly, kindly man. H e  
loved the social circle-always its life and its joy. And how he loved the home. 
J\S soil, brother, hushand and father he came nearer to the ideal than almost any 
Inan that I have known. 

CHARLES \V. LA PORTE. 

Charles W. L a  Porte is known and recognized in Peoria as one of its most 
prominent and progressive business men and one who is deeply interested in 
the development and progress of this city along industrial lines. H e  is actively 
connected with several of the important and prominent business institutions and 
is a dominating factor in civic improvement. He is now the senior member of 
the patent law firm of La Porte & Bean, with offices in the Woolner building, 
in this city, and also holds the position of assistant to the president of the Key- 
stone Steel & Wire Company, whose factory is located at South Bartonville, 
Illinois. 

Mr. La 'Porte was born in Washington, D. C., September 19, 1873, a son 
of William Mathew and Margaret Cathran Moran (Dorsey) La  Porte. The 
family is of French origin but has been in America for many generations. On 
Leen in this country since 1720. Richard Dorsey served as lieutenant in the 
Continental army, as captain in the Maryland artillery and was an original 
the maternal side, the family is of Scottish lineage and its representatives have 
member of the Society of the Cincinnati. .The father of the subject of this 
sketch is still a resident of Washington, D. C., where he haas been in the employ 
of the government for over forty years. H e  was one of the many to respond 
to President Lincoln's call for  volunteers in April, 1861, and is a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. 

Mr. La Porte received his primary instruction, in the public schools of Wash- 
ingtoti, D. C., and pursued his education until he reached the age of fifteen 
years, when he laid aside his books to become a cash boy in a department store 
of his native city. H e  remained in the employ of that institution for four 
years, during which time he advanced rapidly until he was promoted to  the 
position of designer in the upholstering department. After four years of ser- 
vice he resigned to enter the law offices of R. A. Burton, a prominent attorney 
of Washington, and here he read law for some time. H e  later studied under 
H. H. Bliss, also of Washington, who is one of the foremost patent lawyers 
of the United States. Here R4r. La Porte gained a detailed knowledge of the 
legal profession and a mastery of the particular branch in which he specializes. 
He is well versed in the intricate details of patent law and keeps his knowledge 
modern and up-to date. 

In 1894. Mr. La Porte came to Peoria and associated himself with LV. V. 
Tefft. This association continued for three years, or  until 1897, when Mr. La 
Porte began practicing for himself. In January, 1911, he took into partnership 
with him, Mr. George T. Bean, of Washington, D. C. In  the practice of 
patent law, Mr. La Porte has specialized in the work pertaining to wire working 
machinery and in this capacity has represented several of the largest independent 
wire working concerns in the United States. 
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On October 6,  1897, Mr. La Porte was united in marriage to Ada Eleanor 
Bailey, a daughter of Josiah Fislce Eailey, formerly of New Bedford, Massachu- 
setts, and Jennie Irene (Kilman) Bailey, formerly of Nashville, Tennessee. Mr. 
Bailey, during his life was well known in his connection with the German Fire 
Insurance Company. Mr. and Mrs. La  Porte are the parents of two children, 
namely: Robert Bailey, now a student of the White school ; and Bailey, who is 
six years of age. The family is prominent in social circles in this city and . 
their beautiful home located at No. 1500 Knoxville avenue, is a hospitable meet- 
ing place for their many friends. 

Mr. La Porte is a member of the Arcadia Avenue Presbyterian church of 
Peoria, and has served in the capacity of clerk of thc Congregation since the 
organization of said church. He belongs to Temple Lodge, No. 46, A. F. & A. 
M., and Peoria Chapter, No. 7, R. A. M. H e  is also a member of Peoria 
Commandery, No. 3, K. T., and belongs to Mohammed Temple, A. A. 0. N. 
M. S. H e  is a member of West Bluff Lodge, No. 177, K. P., and El Medi 
Temple No. I, D. 0. K. K. Mr. La Porte is also affiliated with the Society of 
the Sons of the Revolution in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. La  Porte has been affiliated with the republican party and taltes ail intel- 
ligent interest in public affairs. Socially, he holds membership in the Creve 
Coeur Club and the Illinois Valley Yacht Club and takes an active interest in 
the affairs of these organizations. He has scores of friends in this city, to 
whom his rapidly growing success in his chosen line of occupation, is a constant 
pleasure. His energy, resource and deep knowledge along his special line is 
becoming well known tl~rougl~out the central west, and is gaining him every 
year, an increasing number of clients and friends. 

Joseph Erodman, sul>erintendent of the I'eoria Ilouse of Correction, which 
position he has filled for twenty-two years, or since the 1st of July, 1890, has 
been a resident of this city for fifty-eight years. Few of the inhabitants of Peo- 
ria are more familiar with its history and the events and activities which have 
shapcd its upbuilding and development. 1-Ie was born in the province of Xlsace- 
Lorraine, then a part of France, on the 8th of November, 1847, and is a son of 
Toseph and Eva (Claus) Grodman. The father determined to seek a home 
gnd fort~ine in America, and during the infancy of their son Joseph, the family 
crossed the Atlantic and took up their abode in Cl~illicothe, Ohio, where they 
llved for seven years. On the expiration of that period they came to Peoria, 
arriving in 1854 The father was a shoemaker and continued in that line of 
business to the time of his death, which occurred in this city in 1889. 15s  wife 
died in 1904, when eighty years of age, having survived her husband for about 
fifteen years. 

loseph Rrodn~an was a lad of seven sumnlers when the family arrived in 
~ e ~ r i a  and here he pursued his education by attending the parochial and public 
schools. He made his start in the ljt~siness world by learning the chair painter's 
trade and afterward worked as coach painter in the shops of the Toledo, Peoria 
Sr Western Railroad Con~pany. H e  spent sixteen years in that way and then 
entered municipal service, when in December, 1882, he took charge of the Peo- 
ria county jail, which he superintended until the 1st of July, 1890. On that 
date he came to his present position as superintendent of the Peoria House of 
Correction, which has since been under his guidance and management. He con- 
ducts the institution on the theory that it is the purpose of the state not olily to 
safeguard the interests of others in limiting the liberties of his wards, but that 
it is also the purpose to give the innlates a chance for development along lines 
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of betterment and improvement. T o  this end the inmates are given a well regu- 
lated amount of work with adequate opportunities for recreation, so that their 
time is well and wisely employed. Every department of the institution is kept 
up to a high standard, cleanliness and order prevail, and the food meets the de- 
m a n d ~  of healthy, boyish appetites for wholesome fare. That the service of 
R[r. Crodinan in this connection is capable and commendable is indicated by his 
long retention in the position. 

In 1572 l l r .  Crodman was united in marriage to Miss Frederica H. Elumb, 
of Peoria, who was born and reared in this city. Her  parents came froin Balti- 
more to Illinois in the early '40s, malting an overland journey. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rrodrnatl have three sons, Arthur P., Elmer J. and Howard C. The second son 
is acting as bookkeeper for his father and Mrs. Brodman is matron of the insti- 
tution. J l r .  Crodnlan holds membership with the Knights of Pythias and the 
llodern IVoodinen of America. H e  gives his political support to the denlocratic 
party and could undoubtedly attain high political honors if his ambition lay in 
that direction. On the contrary, however, he does not seek nor desire public office, 
as is evidenced by the fact that he was twice nominated by acclamation for the 
position of alderinan from his ward but would not consent to hecoine a candidate. 
He is doing a good work in his present position and is content to remain there, 
and in the control of the institution he manifests a most kindly spirit and broad 
humanitarian purpose. 

FRANK McLOUGHLIS. 

The world instinctively pays deference to a man \vhose success has been 
worthily achieved and gains his advancement through his ability and who 
throughout his business career bases his principles and actions upon the rules 
which govern strict and unswerving integrity. Such has been the record of 
Frank AlcLoughlin, now president and manager of the Frank McLoughlin 
Pluinbing Company, located a t  619 Main street. I t  is the most extensive and 
successful plumhing establishn~ent in Peoria. Mr. i\IcLoughlin was born a t  
Chathani Four Corners, Kew York, on the 1st of January, 1850, his parents 
being Timothy and Mary McLoughlin. The  father, whose birth occurred in 
Ireland, was a railroad man throughout his active career. Both he and his wife 
died in 1860. 

Frank Alcl~ougl~lin spent his boyhood days under the parental roof, attend- 
ing common school a t  his birthplace. At  the age of eleven years he removed to 
Peoria where he made his home with relatives and completed his school course. 
Upon laying aside his text-bool;s he delivered groceries for  E. F. Ellis, on 
Adalns street, opposite the courthouse and later worked for Edward F. hlullen. 
who had his place of business on the corner of Morgan and Adan~s  streets. H e  
next entered the employ of Enlery & Xndrews, who were the owners and publish- 
ers of the old Transcript, out of vrhicll later developed the Transcript-Herald. 
He  was with this newspaper during the Civil war and later sought employment 
in a pottery, where he remained until 1867, when he began to learn the plumber's 
trade. In  March, 1872, he removed to Chicago to accept the foremanship in 
the busiizess of J. J. Wade, but after six months returned to Peoria, working 
for Kinsey & hfahler until he embarked in business on his own account. From 
a small beginning he worked up his enterprise until it has grown to such an estent 
that it was necessary to incwrporate it, and a t  present it is recognized as  the best 
and largest plumbing concern in the city. They employ five plumbers and four 
helpers. During his entire business career he has given special attention and 
study to the science of plumbing and few men have more intimate or correct 
knowledge in this line. Thoroughness and system characterize his labor a t  all 
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times and his excellent judgment concerning values has enabled him to place 
his orders so that his firm has benefited largely by his contracts. Since entering 
btlsiness life as  an apprentice he has followed those paths which have led to 
success, possessing ever an unassailable reputation, for in his career commercial 
industry and business enterprises have been well directed forces. 

On the 30th of April, 1871, Mr. McLoughlin was married, in Peoria, to Miss 
hlaria T. Donahwe, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Donahue, old residents 
of Peoria. T o  Mr. and Mrs. McLoughlin seven children have been born, six 
of whom survive: Eva M., who is the wife of James D. Putnam,.a lawyer of 
Elmwood, Illinois; Edna, who married George Schneider, who is in the employ 
of the Clark Smith Hardware Company; Katherine, who became the wife of 
Leslie Van Drelyen, a carpenter contractor; Frank, Jr., who is engaged in the 
plumbing business at Quincy; May, a graduate of the high school; and William, 
who is employed by his father. The family reside a t  715 Hamilton boulevard. 

In poliiics Mr. McLougl~lin gives his support to the democratic party and 
for seven years has served as a member of the board of school inspectors, for 
one tern1 as alderman and for  one term each as township and city collector. 
His religious faith is that of the Roman Catholic church. H e  is a member of 
the Modern Woodmen of America and of the Knights of the Maccabees. 

GODFREY G. LUTHJ7. 

Godfrey G. Luthy was born in Peoria, January I, 1875, and in the acquire- 
ment of his education passed through the consecutive grades of the public 
schools until graduated from the high school with the class of 1893. He is a 
sterling young business man, enterprising and energetic, popular and progressive. 
R e  is prominent in the automobile manufacturing world and a leading factor in 
the National Implement Exposition held in Peoria in 1912. H e  is also treasurer 
of'the Bartholomew Company and his cooperation is regarded as a valuable asset 
in any business project or public improvement with which he is connected. He 
votes with the republican party, is a Knight Templar Mason and Mystic Shriner, 
and also a member of the Creve Coeur Club. In April, 1909, he married Eliza- 
beth Bradley. 

REV. JOHN LAWCASTER SPL4LDISG. 

Rev. John Lancaster Spalding, for many years a dominant power in the 
Catholic ministry not only of Peoria and Illinois but of the entire country and 
known as well as a writer, philosopher and churchman beyond the Atlantic, is 
now living retired in a beautiful home in Peoria. He was born in Lebanon, 
Kentucky, June 2, 1840, and was a special favorite of his uncle, Martin J. Spald- 
ing, then bishop of Louisville. Under his guidance he studied theology in the 
American College of Louvian, which the bishop had established. After his or- 
dination there in 1863 he pursued special studies in Rome for a year and in 1865 
he was stationed at the Cathedral in Louisville. H e  has always been famed for 
his eloquence and his oratory drew to him a large gathering-people who were 
held interested and influenced by his words of wisdom. I n  1870, in compliance 
with his request, he was appointed to erect a church for the negroes of Louis- 
ville. The white people flocked in such numbers to hear his sermons, however, 
that they threatened to crowd out the negroes, for whom he was specially work- 
ing. In 1872, upon the death of his uncle, who had been made archbishop of 
Baltimore, Father Spalding was called upon to write the history of the life of 
his relative and took up his residence for that purpose in Xew York. This is 
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said to have been his first and greatest book, showing a manly, dignified and 
effective style, proving the author to be an accomplished literary man, a deep 
and earnest thinker, a learned and enlightened theologian and a devout pl~est.  
After the completion of the volume Father Spalding remained in New York 
as assistant at St. Michael's church and in 1877 was elevated to the see of 
Peoria. He was not quite thirty-seven years of age when, on the 28th of Novem- 
ber, 1876, he was called to this position and on the 1st of May, 1877, was conse- 
crated in St. Patrick's Cathedral of New York. The diocese then numbered 
about forty parishes and had less than fifty priests; there were ten parochial 
scl~ools and only three religious institutions. When he retired in 1908 there 
were seventy parochial schools, five colleges, nine academies, eleven hospitals 
and homes for the aged and unfortunate, while the Catholics of the diocese 
numbered one hundred and twenty-five thousand. 

Bishop Spalding and Archbishop Ireland were the prime inovers in the Cath- 
olic Colonization Society, which brought hundreds of people who were slaving in 
eastern factories to the middle west and established them upon fertile farms, of 
which they could eventually become the owners. These colonies were planted 
in hIinnesota and Nebraska, where there are now Iarge Catholic populations. 
In 1902 President Roosevelt made Bishop Spalding a member of the Great An- 
thracite Coal Strilie Commission, in which connection he was widely commended 
by the press for his justice in considering the question. In  1908, when he sent 
in his resignation to Rome, the pope said: "Few bishops have had so great an 
influence over the people, Catholic and non Catholic." In 1909 he was made 
titular archbishop of Seythopolis, an honor rarely conferred. Speaking of his 
work in an article entitled the Catholic History of Peoria, it is said: "He has 
walked among the poor: into their homes in the coal mine districts, where he 
has exchanged his gorgeous robes and bishop's hat for overalls and a miner's 
cap; has tried to alleviate their sufferings in the over crowded cities of the east 
by providing them farms in the west. His worli has been as far  reaching as 
hun~anity's interests are wide, touching all public questions which deal with the 
upbuilding of character and the uplift~ng of humanity." H e  has been a prolific 
writer, is a deep pl~ilosophical thinker and has given to the world not only many 
articles cot~cerning the church but also upon questions of general interest. 

RT. REV. PETER J. O'REILLY. 

Rt. Rev. Peter J. O'Reilly was born near Kells, in County Meath, Ireland, 
April 14, 1852, and was educated in the national schools of his native land. 111 
1872 he entered All Hallows College a t  Dublin, Ireland, for scientific and theo- 
logical training and was ordained to the priesthood June 24, 1877, after which 
he was assigned as assistant priest in Champaign, Illinois. In 1878 he was as- 
signed by Bishop Spalding as assistant at St. Mary's Cathedral, Peoria, and in 
1881 became pastor a t  Danville, Illinois. In 1893 he was made vicar general 
and pastor of St. Patrick's church at Peoria and on the 21st of September, IYO. 

was consecrated bishop coadjt~tor of the diocese of Peoria. 

RT. REi7.  EDXIUND MICHAEL D U S S E ,  D. D. 

Rt. Rev. Ednlund Michael Dunne, Catholic bishop of Peoria, is a native of 
Chicago. H e  attended the parochial school of Holy Name parish and later \\;as 
a student in St. Ignatius College before entering Siagara University. IIe after- 
ward pursued his studies in seats of learning in Belgium and in Rome, complet- 
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ing his course at the Gregorian University with high honors. His first pastorate 
was at St. Columbkills, where he remained for eight years. H e  speaks seven 
languages and is a man of scholarly attainments and keen pl~ilosopl~ical trend 
of mind. On the 1st of September, 1909, he was consecrated hishop of Peoria 
in Holy Name Cathedral by his Grace A4ost Rev. Dionlede Falconio, D. D., 
apostolic delegate to the United States. 

THEODORE KUH-L. 

Throughout the history of the world mere success has never, save in a few 
rare instances, been the cause of any man being remembered by his fellows, 
and never has the mere accumulation of wealth won honor for the individual. 
The methods elnployed in its attainment, however, may awaken approval and 
admiration, for the world pays its tribute of respect to him who through enter- 
prise, unrelaxing effort and clear-sighted judgment makes advancement in the 
lmsiness world without infringing on the rights of others. Such has been the 
record of Theodore Kuhl, who throughout his entire business career has never 
deviated from a course that he has believed to be right and yet who through 
enterprising methods has steadily worked his way upward. Peoria's business 
circles have indeed a worthy representative in Theodore Kuhl, who was an 
errand boy here when sixteen years of age in the establishment of which he is 
now vice president. The business is today conducted under the name of Schipper 
& Clock, Inc., and is one of the leading mercantile enterprises of the city, a fact 
wliich is attributable in no small ineasure to the efforts and labors of Mr. Kuhl, 
1~110, though not a native I'eorian, has long been a resident here and is one of 
Illinois' native sons. H e  was born at Beardstown, Septen~ber 17, 1859, and is a 
son of John George and Mary Elizabeth Kuhl, both of whom were natives of 
Germany. In early life, however, they crossed the Atlantic to the new world, 
the father arriving in America when nineteen years of age, while his wife was 
but eleven years of age when her people crossed the Atlantic. Their son, Theo- 
dore Kul~l,  was a pupil in the conlnlon schools of Beardstown and also in the 
schools of Normal and Pekin, Illinois. H e  made his start in the business world 
as a newsboy in Pekin, selling papers in the evening when but twelve years of 
age. H e  was afterward employed in a grocery store until sixteen years of age, 
when he began working for the firm of Schipper S: Block of that city in the 
capacity of errand boy. Three years later lle was sent to Peoria in company 
with Fredericli L. Clock to assist in opening the Schipper S: Block store in this 
city. When twenty-four years of age he was given a working interest in the 
store and at twenty-eight years was admitted to a partnership. When thirty 
years of age he was elected secf-etary and treasurer of the firm of Schipper & 
Block, Inc., and in 1907 was elected vice president, which position he has since 
c~ntinued to fill, a connection that places him in a very prominent, enviable and 
honorable position in the business circles of the city. H e  is prominent as a man 
whose constantly expanding powers have taken him from humble surroundings 
to the field of large enterprise and continually broadening opportunities. H e  
has brought to bear a clear understanding that readily solves complex problems 
and unites into a harn~onious whole unrelated and even diverse interests. H e  
attacks everything with a contagious enthusiasm and his example has made itself 
felt in the establishment of which he is now the head. In large measure the 
upbuilding of the business is due to him, and today the Peoria establishment of 
the firm of Schipper & Block is the largest store of its kind in any city of one 
hundred thousand population in the United States. Unfeigned cordiality is one 
of the salient characteristics of his life. . He is a most courteous gentleman of 
pleasing manner, and he has greeted thousands of people who have visited the 
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store with a hearty handshake. H e  is genuinely interested in the individual, for 
his nature is extremely social, and while his partner, Mr. Block, managed the 
financial affairs of the house, Mr. Kuhl met his patrons and gave to business 
relations that personal touch which is gratifying to every individual. In addi- 
tion to his other interests he is one of the directors of the Jefferson Hotel and 
it was largely through the cooperation of this firm that the building of the hotel 
\\-as made possible. The name of the house has frequently headed the list when 
contributions and subscriptions have been sought for some worthy public pro- 
ject or benevolent enterprise. 

On the 4th of June, 1885, in Peoria, Mr. Kuhl was united in marriage to 
1Iiss Harriet Koyes Hurd, a daughter of Randall Freeman and Harriet (Noyes) 
Hurd. Lnto  this marriage has been born a daughter, Nina Harriet, who was 
born Xovember I ,  1889, and was married on the 20th of July, 1910, to L. Fay 
Tyler of Bay City, Michigan. The parents are members of the Second Presby- 
terian church of Peoria and are much interested in the moral progress of the 
city, as is indicated by their active support of and cooperation in the work of the 
church. Mr. Kuhl is also connected with the Young Men's Christian Association. 
111 politics he has ever been a republican and is a strong believer in the basic 
principles of the part}-. Fraternally a Mason, he belongs to Temple Lodge, 
KO. 46, I;. & ,4. 14.; Peoria Chapter, R. A. M . ;  and Peoria Commandery, No. 
3, K. T.  He is likewise a member of the Mohammed Temple, A. A. 0. N. M. S. 
His name is on the membersl~ip rolls of the Knights of Pythias lodge and the 
J~enevolent Protective Order of Elks and he is a charter member of the Peoria 
Country and the Creve Coeur Clubs. He was one of three leading citizens of 
Peoria ~ v h o  organized the latter and he acted as its first president. This indi- 
cates that his social position is equal to his business prominence and public 
opinion at all times places him in an enviable position in public regard both as a 
man and citizen. Whenever Peoria's interests and welfare are involved he stands 
on the side of progress and improvement. To build up rather than to destroy 
has ever been his broad policy, and in the conduct of his mercantile interests 
he has pursued constructive methods which have never entrenched upon the 
rights of others, and the policy of the house of \vhich he is the head has set 
the standard for activity in that direction. man of charming personality, his 
personal characteristics and social qualities are pronounced, and he is an accept- 
able companion in any society in which intelligence is a necessary attribute to 
agreeableness. 

John J. Harman, a pronlinent representative of and partner in the Ilarman 
Engineering Company of Peoria, was born Xovember 23, 1880, in Iroquois 
county, Illinois, a brother of Jacob A. Harman, whose biographical record ap- 
pears on another page in this volume. H e  attended the district schools in 
Iroquois county, Illinois, and afterward the Sheldon high school for three years. 
He then spent two years in Eureka (Ill.) College before entering the University 
of Illinois at Champaign. H e  pursued a four years' course there in mechanical 
engineering and uras graduated in 1902 with the Bachelor of Science degree and 
in 1g04 with the Mechanical Engineering degree. In 1902 he entered the draft- 
ing rooin of the Link Belt Company and later was made chief draftsinan with the 
Acme Harvester Company of Peoria, with whicll concern he remained through 
1903. H e  had shop experience with the United States geographical survey in the 
fuel tests a t  St. Louis in 1904 and did other engineering lvorli. H e  also became 
connected wit11 the University of Illinois in teaching machine design to which he 
gave his attention from 1903 until 1905. H e  was engaged on the designing and 
erection of the new steam laboratory in the latter year and in teaching in the 
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steal11 laboratory in 1905-06. In the summer of 1906 he worked for the Har- 
illan Engineering Company of Peoria. In the fall and winter of 1906-07 he 
taught Senior Machine Design at the University of Illinois, and later in 1907 
was assistant to the chief engineer in the National Tube Company, at Kewanee, 
Illinois. In 1908 he pursued his profession of mechanical engineer, doing special 
work for the National Tube Company at Pittsburg, and since rgog has beell 
mechanical engineer of the Harman Engineering Company, his specialty being 
power plant design and the supervision of construction and tests. 

On the 1st of June, 1910, John J. Harman was married to Miss Flora J. 
Wiley, of Peoria, a daughter of F. P. Wiley, a manufacturer of stamps and print- 
ing supplies in Peoria. hlr. Harman is connected with various leading societies, 
professional and otherwise. H e  is a member of the Peoria Association of 
Conln~erce, the East Peoria Commercial Club, the Hamilton Club of Chicago, the 
American Society of R4echanical Engineers, the Western Society of Engineers 
and the Illinois Society of Engineers and Surveyors. H e  is likewise a member 
of the Central Christian church. His life has heen an extremely successful one, 
bringing him into notable prominence along professional lines for  one of his 
years. 

PVilliam Ploense is the secretary of the Peoria Bedding Company, with offices 
at S o .  1500 North Adams street since 1910. In  March of that year he came to 
Peoria and in the intervening period he has contributed much to the success of the 
enterprise with which he is now connected. He was born.in Bloomington, Illi- 
nois, July IS, 1887, and is a son of Ernest and Bertha Ploense, old residents of 
Bloomington, where they still make their home. The son acquired his education 
in his native city but left school at the age of fourteen years and has since been 
dependent upon his own resources, working his way steadily upward through 
persistent and determined effort. He first started out as an employe in a brick 
yard where he remained for about two seasons, but later became an apprentice 
with the Dodge-Dickinson Company and gradually working his way upward 
until he left that firm to come to Peoria. Here he purchased an interest in the 
corporation of which he was elected secretary and has since had active voice in 
the management of a business which is growing in volun~e and importance, for 
its output finds favor with the public and the trade therefore increases year by 
year. Mr. Ploeilse has already attained an enviable position for one of his years 
and the record that he has t l ~ u s  far made argues well for success in the future. 
His political allegiance is given to the republican party but he does not seek nor 
desire office, preferring to concentrate his entire time and attention upon his busi- 
ness affairs. 

ALONZO IVOOKEY. 

Among the 111e11 who by well directed effort have gained a position in the 
front ranks of the business men of Peoria, who have attained wealth and con. 
tributed to the material advancement of the city along purely business walks of 
life, is numbered Alonzo Wookey. He was born in Peoria and is a pioneer in 
the music supply business of the city. His name has become a synonym for 
all that stands for progress and improvement along that line and his own efforts 
have made the foundation of his success. H e  has earned the position which he 
occupies through individuaul effort and tireless enterprise and the people of 
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I'eoria have genuine adn~iration for him by reason of what he has accomplished. 
Ile needs no praise from us for the simple record of his career tells its own story. 

Mr. Wookey was born in Peoria, a son of Stephen and Hannah (Jones) 
It'ookey. The father, a native of Somersetshire, England, was brought to this 
country by his parents at an early age and in 1836 the family erected the house 
at wl~at  is now So .  420 West McClure avenue, in which Alonzo IVookey was 
later born. The liiookeys were among the first in the city to engage in the busi- 
ness of brick-making and Stephen Wookey learned the trade and followed it for 
several years after his marriage. 

Alonzo JVookey was six years of age when his parents removed to a large 
farm in Truro township, Knox county, Illinois, after which he attended the dis- 
trict schools and worked in the fields until seventeen years of age. H e  then 
returned to I'eoria and began learning the trade of whitesmith, which he fol- 
lowed for several years, when his attention was directed to the music business, 
to which he has since devoted his time and energies. Ofttimes seemingly trivial 
circumstances turn the tide of life and it was so with Mr. VVookey. While he 
was working in his shop he had a caller who chanced to be an agent for an organ 
company. The man complained of business, stating that he had a number of 
organs which he was unable to sell. Mr. Wookey offered to try to find purchasers 
for them among his friends, whereupon the agent turned over the unsold organs 
and Mr. iiiookey promptly disposed of the entire lot. The agent came again and 
left another shipment at Mr. JVookey's disposal. His first success was repeated 
again and again until gradually he became interested in the work and in the busi- 
ness and in 1886 accepted a position in the music house of the Brown, Page & 
I-Iillnlan Company. For eleven years he remained with that firm and a recogni- 
tion of his marlied business ability won him advancement and increasing 
responsibilities until he finally became general manager. In  1597 he left the 
eillploy of the Erown, Page & Hilln~an Conlpany and started in business on his 
own account, opening a little music store at No. 211 South Adams street. The 
personnel of the establisl~n~ei~t consisted of Mr. Wookey and his wife, who 
aided her husband by selling sheet music while Mr. 1CVookey had charge of the 
musical iilstruments department. The business grew and flourished. Every year 
the capacity was increased and additions made to the number of enlployes until 
in Igro Mr. IYookey was forced to acknowledge that his quarters were too small 
for his growing business, at which time he removed to his present attractive loca- 
tion at Nos. 320-322 South Adams street. His store is now one of the largest 
of its kind in the state outside of Chicago and its business is growing each year. 
The building which he occupies is thirty-six feet wide by one hundred and 
seventy-five feet deep and has' three stories and basement. Unique features of 
the establishment are the coinfortable and inviting rest rooms and a large recital 
hall which Mr. Wookey places at the disposal of the music teachers and the 
illtlsical clubs of the city for recitals and concerts. The company keep from 
sixty to seventy-five pianos of different malces in stock at all times, the lowest 
priced instruments being one hundred and eighty-five dollars. Second-hand 
pianos and musical instruments of all kinds are also features of the trade. Mr. 
\V001iey was the first piano dealer in Peoria to offer to the public the piano 
player and these instruments now form a special department in his store, which 
\bras established in 1898 as soon as the invention was perfected. His business 
in this line has been growing at a phenomenal rate and besides a half dozen of 
the most prominent makes of piano players this department now contains a 
library of seven or  eight thousand rolls-one of the largest in the state. 

Mr. Wookey usually votes with the republican party but still holds to an 
independent political position. H e  is an active member of the First Congrega- 
tional church and his is a sincere and sin~ple religious life, his belief giving color 
to his character and his deeds. H e  is a friend of the cause of education and 
was secretary of the board of school trustees at the time the Colunlbia school 
\\.as built. 
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hlr. Wookey insists that his success is in great part due to his wife, who in 
her maidenhood was hliss Harriet Zinser, of Peoria. Her work and encourage- 
~neilt greatly aided him when his business was small and her belief in his suc- 
cess has always been one of his sources of inspiration. Mrs. Wookey's father 
was for many years cashier of the People's Savings Bank of the city, which 
position he resigned to enter the office of Wookey & Company, now being office 
manager. The business is, as previously stated, the largest ir, the city, and has 
no equal in the state outside of Chicago. Mr. Wookey has always supported 
tnusical affairs of the city and for  several years was president of the Peoria 
Chorus. Substantial success has come to him through his devotion to trade 
interests and activities and in no relation of life has his business or personal integ- 
rity been questioned. His house maintains a high reputation in musical circles 
and has been favorably mentioned in such prominent musical journals as the 
Presto. His utilization of reasonable prices and straightforward dealing has 
ever commended him to the confidence and support of the public until the name 
of Wookey has indeed become recognized as a synonym for all that is reliable 
and all that is progressive in musical circles. 

JOHN F. SCHIPPER. 

In the history of Peoria mercantile enterprises no name has been inore con- 
spicuous than that of John F. Schipper, for many years the senior member of 
the firm of Schipper & Block, proprietors of the extensive department stores 
conducted under their name in Peoria and Pekin. Mr. Schipper was born at 
\Irundel (which was the home of the Schipper family for over two hundred 
years), near Wirdum, in Ostfriesland, Germany, December 22, 1838, and died 
in E'ekin, Illinois, September 25, 1893. His father, Frederick Schipper, was a 
man of strong and pleasing personality, who occupied various positions of 
trust and honor in his day. Although in later life belonging to the landed gentry 
of Northern Germany, he bore an active part in the defense of his fatherland 
against the aggressions of the First Napoleon, being one of those who. under 
Blucher, took part in the overthrow of the despoiler of Europe finally con- 
suinmated on the field of Waterloo. H e  was also active in the engineering de- 
partment which constructed many of the public works of northern Europe, 
especially the harbor at Cherbourg, France. He died respected and honored, 
in the old home in Germany, in 1876, at the advanced age of eighty-five, having 
survived his wife for many-years. 

Tohn F. Scl~ipper was the third of a family of five sons, and spent his boy- 
h o d  in the family 11onle in much the same manner as boys of his station and 
period. His educational advantages were of a superior order and, coupled with 
studious habits and an eager desire for knowledge. fitted him for the business 
career which he was ultimately destined to pursue. His preliminary training 
was received from private tutors and in the gymnasium at Wirdum, after 
which, at the age of seventeen, he took a course in a business college, when he 
obtained a position in a dry-goods store in Einden, and later spent two years 
in a similar position in Rotterdam, Holland. During the latter period, his health 
having become somewhat impaired he determined to visit Japan; but was in- 
duced by the urgent advice of his father to change his destination to America. 
This was in the year 1865, immediately after the close of the war for the 
preservation of the Union-a period when many young Germans of high culture 
and liberal principles were having their attention directed toward the New 
\Vorld, as that of their countrymen had been after the Revolution of 1848. 

Coilling to Pekin, Illinois, in the year just named, with the business exper- 
ience gained in his native country, Mr. Schipper soon found employnlent as 



JOHN F. SCHIPPER 





HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 883 

clerk in the dry-goods store of M. Heisel, but six months later entered into 
with C. Bonk under the firm name of Bonk & Company, which 

continued until the death of Mr. Bonk. He soon after organized a partnership 
wit11 Mr. Henry Block, out of which, in addition to the Pekin establishment, 
]lave since grown the great department store of Schipper & Block, and the 
Schipper & Bloclc Furniture and Carpet Company, of Peoria, which, combined, 
transact a larger business than any other concern in the state outside of Chicago. 
Of these hlr. Schipper was the president, and for many years was also a mem- 
1,er of the banking firm of Teis Smith & Company, of Pekin. Although Mr. 
Schipper had the advantage of being born in affluent circumstances, he took the 
same pains to qualify himself for a practical business career as if he had been 
dependent upon his own resources. With such training it is not surprising 
that he should have developed one of the most successful business enterprises 
ever achieved in the state, and that too, only by the en~ployn~ent of legitimate 
husiness methods. 

Strongly cosmopolitan in his tastes, Mr. Schipper traveled quite extensively 
before coming to the country of his adoption, and during 1873, in company 
writh his wife, visited the great exposition at Vienna, and the ancestral seat of 
the Schipper family, later extending his travels throughout Germany and other 
portions of Europe. Again, in 1892, he and his wife made an extended tour 
through the United States, deriving especial enjoyment from a visit to the 
Pacific coast and adjacent regions. 

On November 3, 1869, Mr. Schipper was married to Anna Look, the only 
daughter of Ibe and Lena (Steen) LOO];, of Pekin, Illinois. Six children were 
born to them-three daughters and three sons. Charlotte, the eldest, died at 
two years of age; Martena at the age of one year, and Leonora at seventeen. 
The three sons-Carl, I. John and Frederick-survive; the two older embarked 
in husiness in Pennsylvania and the younger is preparing for a future career 
by study and travel. All are young men of ability and promise, who have re- 
ceived an ideal training from a devoted and loving mother. 

Mr. Schipper was trained in the tenets of the Lutheran churcl~ in his native 
land, but, inspired by a broad-minded independence and free from bigotry and 
sectarianism, he liberally aided other denominations in their worthy enterprises, 
and contributed freely but unostentatiously to public and private charities. 
illithout being a politician in the partisan sense of the term. he believed in the 
principles of the republican party, and more than once received its nomination 
for important offices; also served the city faitllfukly and efficiently as alderman 
and inspector of schools for a number of terms. His death, in the very zenith 
of his business career and in the midst of his greatest usefulness, was an ir- 
reparable loss to the cities of Peoria and Pekin, with whose interests he had been 
so long and so intimately identified. 

P. W. Sornmer is the president and general manager of the Keystone Steel 
& Wire Company, which has its factory and offices at Bartonville. This state- 
ment alone is sufficient to indicate his prominence as a business man to any one 
at all familiar with the history of Peoria, for the company of which he is the 
cxief executive officer controls one of the largest and most important productive 
industries of the state, furnishing employment to five hundred workmen in the 
manufacture of woven steel wire fencing. A spirit of dauntless determination 
combined with the power of lteen insight and executive ability have brought him 
rapidly to the front in the development and control of this mammoth concern. 
H e  was born on a farm near Fairbury, Livingston county, Illinois, September 
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10, 1869, and is a son of Henry and Mary (Prisacher) Sominer. The father 
was originally a farmer and the work to which he ultimately turned his atten- 
tion gave evidence of the old adage that "necessity is the mother of invention.') 
H e  was attempting to cultivate his tract of land near Fairbury but the ground 
was wet and undrained and, becoming discouraged, he removed with his family 
to Tremont, Illinois, settling on a farm then owned by his brother. He built 
rod after rod of stake and rider fences in order to enclose his fields, but the 
task was arduous and the fences ofttimes somewhat insecure, so that his thoughts 
naturally turned to the subject of fence building with other materials. Rlore- 
over, he possessed considerable mechanical and inventive genius and he con- 
sidered the subject of a stronger and less bulky material, becoming convinced 
that galvanized wire would serve the purpose. In  the fall of 1888 he showed 
his son, P. W. Sommer, now president of the Keystone Company, a washer which 
he had bent and had inserted therein two short pieces of wire, crossing them 
within the washer, and afterward straightening the washer out so as to clamp 
the wires together. H e  suggested to his son that they build a fence in this way. 
That constituted the inception of the great business of manufacturing fencing 
materials now carried on at Eartonville. The business of manufacturing fencing 
material for other than their own use was taken up and later the washer idea 
was replaced by a method whereby the wires were twisted together. 

In the meantime P. W. Sommer had the usual experiences of the farm boy 
of the western frontier. H e  was abcut ten years of age a t  the time of the re- 
moval of the family to Tremont, where his time was devoted to the work of he 
fields and the accluirement of an education in the district schools. At length the 
father's idea concerning the fencing took material form, whereupon he and his 
sons, P. W. and John, began the manufacture of woven wire fencing, becoming 
pioneers in this line of business. They experienced many difficulties in invent- 
ing a device for making the wire, but gradually overcame all obstacles and now 
build all machinery for making both the wire and the fencing. The father con- 
tinued an active factor in the business for a long period and still holds the rela- 
tion of vice president of the company, but while he spends his winter months in 

he does not talce active nlanagement in the business, giving his time to 
the supervision of an extensive ranch which he owns in Colorado and upoil 
which he spends the summer months. T11e active members of the firm at the 
present time are P. W. Sommer and his two brothers, B. L. Sommer, who is 
the secretary and treasurer, and W. H. Sommer, vice president and general 
superintendent. The firm today enjoys a national reputation in connection with 
the manufacture of wire fencing known as The Square Deal, and there are three 
features to their project which support their claim for manufacturing the most 
serviceable and neatest woven wire fences on the market. These are the Square 
Deal lock, the one-piece stay wire and the wavy strand wire. The Square Deal 
fence meets every demand of the modern farmer. T11ere is a style for every 
need, from enclosing the wildest stock down to the tiny chick. Made by men 
that are practical farmers, no requirement for  perfect fences has been over- 
looked. The company manufactures their own wire looms or fence weaving 
machines and also their own wire. Something of the growth of the business is 
indicated by the fact that on their pay roll are now found the names of five 
hundred employes. Experiment, joined to scientific principles, has led to per- 
fections resulting from the many improvements that have been made since they 
patented the first fence machine October 29, 1889. They began manufacturing 
in May of that year and put their first fence on exhibition in Peoria in the 
same year. Their premises were originally sixteen by twenty-four feet and to- 
day the plant covers about twenty acres with most splendidly equipped factories 
in which is continuously heard the hum of machinery. 

A t  Tremont, Illinois, on the 5th of November, 1895. P. W. Sommer was 
married to Miss Elizabeth Getz, a daughter of Henry and Hannah Getz, the for- 
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mer a farmer and early settler of Tremont. Mr. and Mrs. Sommer have three 
sons and four daughters: Mary H., who is a student in the Bradley Institute; 
14enry G., Reuben E. and Marcus, who are pupils of the public school; Emma; 
Ruth; and Helen. The family reside at No. 233 Crest Lawn apartment, which 
was erected by Mr. Sommer and is the most thoroughly modern and best 
ecluipped building of the kind in Peoria. 

Mr. Sommer votes with the republican party. That he is socially prominent 
is indicated by the fact that he is a member of the Creve Coeur Club. His has 
indeed been a busy and useful life, his duties and responsibilities continuously 
increasing with the growth of the bcsiness that is now one of the most substantial 
features in commercial and industrial activity in Peoria county. 

I JACOB AXTHONY HARMAN 

Jacob Anthony Harn~an,  the founder and still the head of the Harman En- 
gineering Company, (contracting) Engineers, Superintendents and Managers, 
with offices at KO. 120 Fredonia avenue, in Peoria, was born in Randolph county, 
n'lissouri, March 7, 1866, a son of Jacob hil. Harman, who was a farmer by 
occupation. In the district schools he pursued his early education and after- 
ward attended the academy at Strother, Missouri. H e  next entered the National 
Normal University at Lebanon, Ohio, from which he was graduated in 1887, 
completing both the scientific and civil engineering courses, a t  which time the 
degrees of B. S. and C. E. were conferred upon hlm. Through the succeeding 
winter he engaged in teaching in district schools and then took up the business 
of engineering in both the civil and scientific departments. In June and July, 1888, 
he made surveys and plans for the Beaver drainage district of Iroquois county, 
Illinois, and from August until December was engineer in charge of drainage 
work in that county. In November, 1888, he was elected county surveyor and 
from that date until August, 1889, served as county surveyor and drainage 
engineer. From August until December, 1889, he was engaged in the prelimin- 
ary surveys for irrigation and water supply in Garfield county, Colorado, and 
from January until August, 1 8 9 ,  he was again occupied as county surveyor 
and had charge of surveying the drainage districts of Iroquois county, Illinois. 
He then became assistant engineer of the construction of the Peoria water-works 
system, acting as general assistant on the distribution system and making topo- 
graphical surveys, at the same time having charge of the constrt~ction of the 
pumping stations. In  1892 he was engaged in general civil engineering and sur- 
veying work, designing the water-works system for Lacon, Illinois, the estimated 
cost of which was twenty-seven thousand dollars, and superintended the construc- 
tion. He also designed and superintended the construction of the water works for 
Morton, Illinois, and was engineer for  the Prospect Heights street railway until 
the work was abandoned. H e  designed the system of grades for Elmwood, Illi- 
nois, and also did general work along the line of surveying and improving prop- 
erty. In June, 1893, he was appointed city engineer of Peoria for a term of two 
years, ahd while the incumbent in that office designed fifty miles of sewers, con- 
structing twenty miles, prepared the plans and specifications for about twenty- 
five miles of street paving and constructed eight miles of  paving. H e  also de- 
signed complete sewage and grade systems for Pekin, Illinois. 

In 1895 Mr. Harman began following his profession independently and as 
such superintended the construction of the water works at Mount Pulaski, de- 
signing the water-works system for Milford. Illinois, the sewage system for 
Macomb, Illinois, and there constructed a main sewer. H e  also prepared plans 
and specifications and superintended the construction of a mile and a quarter 
of brick pavement for Averyville, Illinois, and designed and built a mile race 
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track. I n  1896 he designed and superintended the construction of the Farm Creek 
improvement; two miles of creek channel with levees across the flat valley; 
superintended the construction of the water works at Milford, Illinois, designed 
the sewer system for South Peoria ; reported on the water-works plant of Keokuk 
and in addition made sundry other surveys. The next year his work included the 
completion of the Farm Creek improvement and brought to him the appointment 
of consulting engineer to the commissioners for the Illinois Asylum for the In- 
cui-able Insane in course of erection. He also did much work in Rock Island. 
I n  1898 he acted as engineer of the Illinois Asylum for the Incurable Insane, 
having charge of the engineering features of the worlt in a plant designed for 
caring for two thousand patients in addition to doing much misceIlaneous en- 
gineering work and surveying. In 1899 he was engineer for the Illinois state 
board of health and made the sanitary survey and report on the Illinois river 
water shed in anticipation of the opening of the Chicago sanitary canal, ~vhich 
work was continued through 1901. In 1900 he was engineer and manager of 
the development of mining property at Joplin, Missouri, In addition to the mis- 
cellaneous engineering work and in 1901 he became engineer and manager of the 
East Peoria Coal Company, in which connection he remained until 1906. Similar 
work engaged his attention in 1902 and in 1903 he was consulting engineer for 
the sanitary district of Chicago in the matter of damages for the overflow of 
lands in the Illinois valley, remaining in that connection until 1907. H e  was 
likewise engineer of the Spring Lake drainage and levee district of Illinois, con- 
sisting of levees, ditches and the pumping plant to reclaim fourteen thousand 
acres of land, much of the worlt now nearing completion at a cost of three hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. I11 1904 he also had charge of the Dancy drain- 
age district of Wisconsin, a gravity drainage system for thirty tl~ousand acres, 
this work being completed in 1909 at a cost of one hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars. H e  was also awarded the engineering contract for the Nutwood drain- 
age and levee district of Jersey, Green county, Illinois, with levees, ditches and 
pumping plant for 'the reclamation of eleven thousand acres, the work being com- 
pleted in 1909 at a cost of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars. In 1905 he 
was named the engineer to prepare plans and specifications for the Onarga drain- 
age district of about two thousand acres and redesigned the system of tile drains. 
His work also included the Des Xfoines county drainage district, No. I ,  of Iowa, 
having to do with ditches and two pumping stations for the reclamation of twenty- 
eight thousand acres of leveed lands at a cost of three hundred and forty-two 
thousand dollars, now nearing completion. The same year he undertook the-work 
of the Peltin and LeMarsh drainage and levee district for the reclamation of 
twenty-five thousand acres, which was completed in 1908 at a cost of sixty-five 
thousand dollars. In 1906 he was made engineer for the Mexican Agrii.ultura1 
Land Company for surveys and the development of sixty thousand acres in old 
Mexico, continuing through 1907, 1908 and 1909. In 1906 he also began the 
work of building levees, ditches and pumping station for the reclamation of 
twenty thousand acres in the Bay island district and levee district of Mercer 
county, Illinois, at a cost of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, completing it 
in 1911. In 1907 he was made engineer of the village of East Peoria and so con- 
tinued through 1908. In the former year he was awarded the contract for rede- 
signing and constructing the ditches for the drainage of seven thousand acres of 
leveed land in the Coal Creek drainage and levee district of Illinois, which work 
was finished in 1909 a t  a cost of sixty-five thousand dollars. H e  also undertook 
the work of the East Peoria drainage and levee district, building levees, ditches 
and pumping plant to reclaim seven hundred and fifty acres. In  1908 he was en- 
gineer of the Louisa-Des Moines drainage district, No. 4, of Iowa, constructing 
ditches and pumping plant for the drainage of thirteen thousand acres, the work 
being completed in 1910. In 1909 he became engineer of the Eldred drainage and 
levee district of Illinois, preparing for the reclamation of nine thousand acres, 
which work is now nearing completion. In 191n he was made engineer of the 
1 
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internal improvement commission of Illinois to prepare plans and estimates for 
the reclamation of the Kaskasliia river valley of Illinois, including one hundred 
and fifty thousand acres of overflowed lands, the estimated cost of which work 
is five million dollars. In 1911 l ~ e  was engineer of the Muscatine-Louisa drain- 
age district No. 13, of Iowa, draining thirty thousand acres of leveed land, con- 
structing ditches and building the pumping plant, the estimated cost of which will 
be two hundred thousand dollars. He also began work on the Louisa county dis- 
trict, leveeing six thousand acres ; the Crow Creek drainage district, to drain about 
two thousand acres; the Henderson county drainage district of Illinois, to re- 
claim eight thousand acres, with levees, ditches and pumping plant: the Elsberry 
drainage district, of RIissouri, to reclaim eighteen thousand acres of 1evee.d land. 
with ditches and pumping plant; and Fabius drainage district of hlissousi, to re- 
claim from t\velve to eigl~teen thousand acres of land with levees, ditches and 
pumping plant, the estimated cost of which is four hundred thousand dollars. 
He still remains engineer in charge of the unconlpleted \vorli mentioned above. 
and is conducting a general engineering practice. The nature of his ~ ~ o r l i  stands 
111 incontrovertible proof of his ability and the character of his professional service. 

0 1 1  the 4th of lIarc11, 1859. 1Jr. Harman was married to 1liss Elnrna Flagg, 
of Milford, Illinois, a daughter of Rufus Flagg, a farmer of that locality. T11ey 
have two children, Harrison J. and Howard W., aged respectively ttventy and 
twelve years, both now in school. Mr. Harman is a member of the Creve Coeur 
Club and belongs to the Masonic fraternity and the Xlodern IVoodn~en camp. He 
is lilzewise a menlber of the Peoria Association of Commerce and the East Peo- 
ria Comn~ercial Club, while along strictlv professional lines he is connected 
with the Western Society of Engineers., the Illinois Society of Engineers and 
Surveyors and is a member of the An~erican Society of Civil Engineers. H e  has 
attained high rank and prominence in his profession, and is meeting with the 
succcss nrh~ch follows broad scientific ancl practical knowledge as exemplified 
in actual ~vorl; accon~plished when intelligence directs unfaltering industry. 

EDWARD SEITZ. 

Edward Seitz is the president of the King Light Ccmpany, \\;it11 office and 
factory at  No. 4200 South Adams street, being there located since 1 y 8 .  I-Ie is 
engaged in the manufacture of the King gas machines and King lights and is 
rapidly developing an extensive business in this connection. He was born in 
Alt l~ein~,  near Heidelberg, Baden, Germany, October 13, 1554, and is a son of 
Johann and Josepha Seitz, both of whom spent their entire lives in the father- 
land. The son acquired his education in his native country, pursuing his studies 
until fourteen years of age, when he began learning the watchmaker's trade, be- 
ing thus employed until seventeen years of age. In 1872 he came to the United 
States, landing a t  Ken1 Yorli and thence made his way direct to Marion, Ohio, 
where he was employed at watchmaking until 1873. In  that year he came to Illi- 
nois, settling first at Wilmington, where he also worked at his trade for about 
eighteen months. In 1875 he removed to Sheridan, Iowa, where he lived for  a 
year, and it1 1877 he came to Peoria, here establishi~g himself in the business of 
watchmaking and repairing. He started on a small scale but his capability won 
him a growing patronage and he continued in that field of labor until 1899. In  
the meantime, however, he was giving close attention to the study of the light- 
ing and heating problem and, his inventive genius and ingenuity being called 
forth, between 1899 and 1900 he experimented and invented various machines 
furnishing gas for both heating and lighting purposes. H e  established his pres- 
en t  business in 1900 in partnership with E. J. Lockwood under the firm name 



888 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

of the King Light Company. H e  has produced gas machines which make a 
cheaper gas for the home, store or factory and which supply light and heat. The 
gas machines surpass all others in many points of improvement 'and the busi- 
ness is being gradually extended, their output being handled by dealers in all 
sections of the country. The simplicity as well as the perfection of their ma- 
chines render them safe to be operated by anyone. Their output also includes 
the necessary equipment in stoves, for both heating and cooking, and in fixtures 
for  all kinds of lighting, including both plain and artistically decorated designs. 

In  Brooklyn, New York, Mr. Seitz was married in 1884 to Miss Mathilda 
Ficheisen, a daughter of a German army officer. They have become parents of 
four children : Myra, residing at home ; Mathilda, a graduate of the Peoria high 
school ; and Edward and Laura, who are attending school. The family residence 
is at No. 504 North hionroe street. In politics Mr. Seitz is a republican, voting 
for  the men and measures of the party. H e  is a blue lodge Mason, and he belongs 
to the Comn~ercial Club, in which connection he gives active support to many 
movements which further the business development and the substantial up- 
building of his city. 

THOMAS C. JOHNSON. 

Thomas C. Johnson, who for the past eight years has been superintendent 
of the Standard Oil Company at Peoria, has recently been appointed state 
humane agent by Governor Deneen. H e  was born a t  Homer, Champaign county, 
Illinois, in 1871, a son of Joseph and Josephine Johnson. The father, who was 
a railway engineer for many years and later became station agent at Homer, 
passed away in 1877, but the mother is living. Some years after the death 
of  her husband, Mrs. Johnson became the wife of Soloinoil Carroll and they are 
residing at 112 Iowa avenue, Danville, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Johnson 
were the parents of four children, those heside our subject being as follows: 
William, who is a farmer at Allerton, Illinois; Sylvia, who became the wife of 
Abner Cooper, of Homer, Illinois; and Allie, the wife of Freeman Mead, a 
farmer at Homer, Illinois. Thomas C. Johnson also has a half-sister, Myrtle, 
the wife of John Reece, a carpenter and contractor of Danville, Illinois. 

The early years in the life of Thomas C. Johnson were very similar in 
every respect to those of other boys reared in homes of moderate circun~stances. 
At the usual age he entered the public schools and received a good practical 
education. In 1890 he came to Peoria as at1 en~ploye of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, beginning in the capacity of engineer. As his services were efficient and 
satisfactory and he showed the ability to hold a more responsible position he 
was promoted later to the office'of assistant superintendent. H e  discharged 
the duties of this place until 1903 when he was made superintendent and has 
ever since been in charge of the company's business a t  this point. Mr. Johnson 
is a man of high standards and unquestionable integrity and during the twenty- 
two years of his residence here has established a reputation that would be a 
valuable asset to any business man. H e  has recently been appointed state l ~ u -  
mane agent by Governor Deneen, and assumed the duties of this office on the 
1st of December, 191 I. 

This city was the scene of Mr. Johnson's marriage on the 30th of August, 
1896, to  Miss Catherine Wolpert, whose parents now reside at Rantoul, Illinois. 
One daughter has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, Maude, who completed 
the course of the grammar school and spent three years in high school, but is 
now assisting her father in the discharge of his duties as state hulllane agent. 
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The family home is located at 1706 North Jefferson avenue, where they have a 
very comfortable residence. 

The political allegiance of Mr. Johnson is accorded the republican party. 
I-Ie has always taken an active interest in all governillental affairs and is one 
of the public-spirited and progressive citizens of the town. 

LEONARD HILLIS. 

Various business interests have profited by the sagacity, the indefatigable 
energy and the unfaltering purpose of Leonard Hillis. This, however, represents 
but one side of his life, for his cooperation in movements for the promotion of 
educational and moral progress constitutes an even balance to his business enter- 
prise. He was born in Washington, Iowa, November 3, 1867, his parents being 
Benjamin Franlilin and Isabella I-Iillis. He pursued his education in the Eastern 
Iowa Normal School but has ever since been a student in the school of expe- 
rience, in which he has learned many valuable lessons. From the outset of his 
business career, he has made steady pyogress, correctly judging of his own capaci- 
ties and powers and of those things which go to make up life's contacts and expe- 
riences. Every step in his career has been one of advancement. His main busi- 
ness has been the extensive handling of cheap lands and timber in which he has 
been eminently successful. H e  is also identified with some of the best institu- 
tions in Peoria, being a director in the Illinois National Rank and vice president 
of the dry-goods house of Clarke & Con~pany. 

On the 4th of March, 1892, in Peoria, Mr. Hillis was married to Miss Annie 
L. Kennedy, a daughter of Robert Kennedy, and they have one child, Eerenice 
Kennedy Hillis. They are all members of the Arcadia Presbyterian church. 

He is also an interested worker in behalf of the Young Men's Christian As- 
sociation and is one of the directors and trustees of the Presbyterian College at 
Beloit, Wisconsin. I n  speaking of his election to that position, the Codex, pub- 
lished by the Beloit University, said: "Though not a son of Eeloit, no one who 
ltnows Mr. Hillis has any doubt of his fitness for adoption into her family or 
of his ability to serve her in the directorate. He is Eeloit's kind of man-a man 
of affairs and of ideals too. The former are only servants of a purpose which 
has never lost sight of the higher successes. As for books, Mr. Hillis finds op- 
portunity for reading in the midst of demands which leave the average man 'no 
time.' H e  is very fond of history, in the study of which he finds much of his re- 
laxation. This real love for the finer things makes him the friend of more than 
one man sceliing college advantages and will command his interest in all that 
Beloit stands for." Dignified in spirit, yet approachable in manner, independent 
in thought and conservative in action, he stands ever for advancement, yet 
utilizes practical methods in its accomplishment. 

HORATIO NELSON WHEELER. 

During, the long years of his residence in Peoria, Horatio Nelson JVheeler, 
through h ~ s  business activity and enterprise, contributed largely to the upbuild- 
ing of the city. His plans were ever carefully formulated and promptly exe- 
cuted and his sound judgment was manifest in the success that followed his 
investments. H e  was born August 4, 1811, in Wheelersburg, Ohio, and his last 
days were spent in his native state, for his death occurred on the 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1885, at McConnelsville, Ohio, whither he had gone to attend the funeral 
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of his wife's sister. His remains were brought to Peoria for burial. For a 
third of a century he had been a resident of Peoria and prior to locating here 
had for a brief period made his home in Chicago. He was quite liberally edu- 
cated for the day in which he lived and he occupied a public office in Marion, 
Ohio, probably that of county clerk. H e  also engaged in general merchandising 
there and won goodly success in the conduct of his interests. About 1850 he 
came to the middle west, visiting Chicago, where he was persuaded to remain 
by relatives who had previously located there. However, he was more favor- 
ably impressed with the middle section of Illinois and two years later he brought 
his family, consisting of his wife and two sons, Portius Clinton and Charles 
Rollin Wheeler, then fourteen and twelve years of age respectively, to Peoria, 
making the journey in a carriage over the government or state roads. 

On the establishment of his home in this city Mr. Wheeler again engaged 
in merchandising, gradually merging his interests into wholesale groceries, and 
became one of the pioneers in that line in the city in association with the Sloans, 
whom 21e had previously known and who came from the same neighborhood in 
Ohio. About 1860 he engaged in banlting, becoming one of the organizers of 
the Mechanics National Bank, of which institution he acted as president as 
long as it remained under that name. H e  also engaged quite extensively in 
loaning money outside and in investing in real estate in the vicinity of Peoria, 
thus manifesting his faith in the future of his district. H e  also invested in 
western lands and laid out the town of Nelson, Nucliolls county, Nebraska, now 
a thriving town in the best corn,land in that state. A few years prior to his 
death he retired from business, upon the reorganization of the bank into what 
has since been known as the Merchants National, but the Wheeler interest 
therein was closed out in settling up the estate. 

On December 10, 1537, Mr. Wheeler was united in marriage at Putnam. 
Hardin county, Ohio, to Miss Matilda McCoy, who died in Peoria, h u g t ~ s t  15, 
1855, leaving two sons, Portius Clinton and Charles Rollin Iiheeler. His grand- 
sons, sons of Portius Clinton Wheeler, are in business in Peoria, the firm being 
known as Wheeler Brothers. They are engaged in private real-estate business 
and the members are M. C. W. IVheeler, \V. T. Wheeler and 1'. R. \Vheeler. 
From time to time Mr. Wheeler occupied other positions of trust but was not 
an active politician in the usually accepted sense of the term. His fellow towns- 
men, recognizing his ability, sought his services and they nrere freely and will- 
ingly.given, for  he ever recognized his obligations of citizenship and it was char- 
acterlstic of hiin that he rnet every obligation that devolved upon him, whether 
of a public or private nature. 

CARL CHRISTIAN BLOCK. 

Carl Christian Block, secretary of Schipper & Block, proprietors of the Big 
White Store, the leading department store of Peoria, is a native of this city and 
a son of Fred Block, who is mentioned on another page of this work. His 
mother, Dena (Schneider) Block, reared their family of five children, two sons 
and three daughters, in whom she instilled high ideals and ambitions. She was 
keenly interested in their moral and mental growth, studying the requirements 
of each and carefully and tenderly nursing them through cl~lldhood and youth, 
and encouraging them in the pursuit of the study of music, languages and arts. 

Carl Christian Block was a pupil in the grammar schools of Peoria and the 
Bradley Polytechnic I n s t i t ~ ~ t e  of this city, after which he studied in the Garnier 
Institute of Friedrichsdors in Taunus, Germany. Follomring his return to Amer- 
ica he continued his education in the University of Pennsylvania. While in col- 
lege he took an active part in athletics, was captain of the water polo team and 
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a member of the intercollegiate championship swimming team. H e  played foot- 
ball, rowed, fenced, boxed and wrestled, and also belonged to the Mask and 
Wig Club, a college theatrical society. H e  had large responsibilities thrust 
upon him in young manhood by the death of his father and assumed these in 
preference to a life of less activity and effort. Since 1906 he has been secretary 
of Scl~ipper & Block, incorporated, His early business training was with this 
house and with John Wanatnaker, of Philadelphia. H e  made a careful study of 
the best establishments of the kind throughout the country and gained compre- 
hensive knowledge of the most approved and progressive business methods in 
vogue in connection with the conduct of department stores. His enterprise, ex- 
ecutive ability and sound judgment have been features in the success of the 
Peoria house. 

Mr. Block has always followed closely the practice of investing in local en- 
terprises to help build up Peoria institutions. Moreover, he had great faith in 
the part that Pacific coast timber would some day play in supplying the world's 
lumber and therefore acquired large areas of merchantable timber in Oregon 
and British Columbia. H e  is cooperatiqg in many movements that have resulted 
beneficially to Peoria and has been especially active in raising money for the 
public enterprises, including the New Hotel and Implement Show. H e  is presi- 
dent of the Retail h/Ierchants Transportation Association and a director of the 
Retail Merchants Association, and in those connections has done nluch to further 
local trade interests. 

In Decatur, Illinois, on the 15th of October, 1908, Carl Christian Block was 
nlarried to bliss Jeannette Avery Powers, a daughter of George Wescott and 
Hadessa (Cowers) Powers, Mr. Powers' mother was a Giles and her mother 
an Avery, while Mrs. Powers' mother belonged to the Van Dorn family. Mrs. 
Carl Clock is a gifted violin virtuoso. She studied for several years in New York 
and afterward spent one year in Paris and three years in Berlin, with 
the world's greatest masters, Markesse Geloso and the great Joseplz Joachim. 
It was while she was studying in I3erlin that A .  and Mrs. Block 
met. She has given concert performances not only througl~out this coun- 
try but in Europe as well. The Boston Herald said of her: "Miss Powers 
displayed perfect corn~lland of her instrument and has a tone rarely 
beautiful." Throughout the country her press notices were most favorable and 
we apl~end some indicative of her superior penius : "In the evening lMiss Jean- 
nette Powers, a scl~olal-ly violiniste, was q u ~ t e  the popular soloist, and carried 
off the honors gracefully. She has something few feminine soloists have, and 
that is tone. Her  instrument seems possessed of a heart and soul. In the 
afternoon she gave a Ries Solo Adagio and Moto Perpetium with spirit and 
feeling."-llinl~eapolis Tribune. "3Tiss Jeannette Powers scored a triumph in 
the two nlovenlents fro111 Mendelssohn's Concerto-the Andante being interpreted 
with deep feeling and the Allegro marlied l ~ y  her superb mastery of technique 
as ~vell as ternpera~nental qualities."-Washington Post. "As a violiniste who 
possesses a big, round tone, clean technique and vivacious temperament, RIiss 
Jeannette Powers deserves unstinted praise for her violin work. The young 
artist was forced to respond to two encores."-Miilly Jaffe, of the Sentinel. 
"The violin solo of Miss Powers was rarely beautiful in all that makes the art 
of the violin virtuoso. She instantly captured her hearers and was required to 
give two encores. Portland has not recently heard such command of the violin." 
--Arthur Green in the Morning Oregonian. "JIiss Powers makes a dainty stage 
picture and plays wit11 2 breadth of tone, technic and musical intelligence that 
malies her work of great interest."-Frank Colby in the Los Angeles Express. 
"Miss Jeannette Powers is the best violiniste Sousa has ever brought west. The 
E. Flat Nocturne of Chopin was done with fragile grace and beauty. She 
cl~ari~lcd with Geloso's Caprice, but crept into the heart and dimmed the eye 
nrith her Schubert's Serenade. Miss Powers' sense of pitch is faultless and 11cr 
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double stopping utterly above reproach. Her tone is large, clear, vibrant and 
she bows intelligent phrases."-Walter N. Anthony in the San Francisco Call. 
"Miss Jeannette Powers was greeted with an ovation after her violin solo. She 
is a charming young woman and one of the most gifted violinists appearing here 
in recent seasons. She gave Geloso's Caprice with faultless interpretation and 
brilliant technique, and completely charmed the audience."-Tacoma Daily Lcd- 
ger. "No one is surprised at the press notices accorded Rfiss Jeannette Powers 
after hearing her play. One often reads of the violinist's soul speaking through 
his violin, but seldom is it exemplified to such an extent as during a solo by 
Miss Powers. Her  deft fingers evolte strains which hold an audience spell- 
bound."-Pueblo Chieftain. "The most attractive feature of the program was 
the Geloso's Caprice, rendered by Fraulein Jeannette Powers, a Joachim favorite. 
She has a wonderful breadth of tone, accompanied by a finished techniqt~e and 
an intelligent interpretation. The audience was unusually entl~usiastic. JVliss 
Powers was recalled again and again."-Lokal Anzieger. "Miss Powers' style 
recalled Kubelili. The Zigeunerweisen of Sarasate was interpreted with delicacy 
and soulfulness. The audience was charmed."--Paris Edition of New York 
Herald. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elock have two children: Frederick Lawrence and Jeanne 
Avery. Mr. Elock has an interesting military chapter in his life record, having 
been one of the first members of Troop G, First Cavalry of the Illinois Guard. 
H e  served successively as private, second lieutenant, first lieutenant and captain, 
and saw riot duty at Springfield in August, 1908. His political support is given 
to the republican party and his religious faith is that of the First Congregatioi~al 
church, in which he served as trustee from 1907 until 1909. H e  is a ICnight Temp- 
lar and a thirty-second degree Mason, a Knight of Constantine and a Noble of the 
Mystic Shrine. H e  also belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and 
the Phi Delta Theta fraternity, while his social position in Peoria is indicated 
by his membership in the Creve Coeur, the Country, Canoe, Illinois Valley Yacht 
and Kickapoo Golf Clubs. I I r .  Clock belongs to that younger generation of 
business men called upon to shoulder responsibilities, differing materially from 
those resting upon their predecessors. With the changing conditions of the times 
they find themselves obliged to deal with affairs of greater magnitude and to 
solve more difficult and complicated financial and economic problems. The sub- 
jective and objective forces of life are in Mr. Block well balanced, making him 
cognizant of his own capabilities and powers while at the same time he thor- 
oughly understands and meets his obligations and opportunities. 

HAJO HENRY CLOCIC. 

Hajo Henry Eloclc, treasurer of Scliipper & Blocli, Inc., was born in this 
city, February 20, 1883, his parents being Frederick Lawrence and Dena Block. 
The mother, who was born and educated in Peoria, died in 1903. The father, 
who came to America in 1871 from the north coast of Germany at the age of 
sixteen years, was one of the founders of Schipper & Elock, Inc., of Peoria in 
1879. H e  met a tragic death in a railroad wreck in October, 1906. 

The son, Hajo Henry Block, pursued his education in the University of 
Pennsylvania and was graduated from the school of finance and economics with 
the class of 1907. H e  also studied at different periods in Hamburg and Berlin, 
Germany, and his business training was received in the mercantile establishment 
of Strawbridge & Clothier, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 1907 he became 
treasurer of the firm of Schipper & Block and now his attention is directed to 
furthering the interests of that establishment, which for a number of years has 
maintained a foremost position in the commercial circles of this city. 
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On New Year's day of 1p8, in Peoria, Mr. Block was married to Hazel 
&Iarguerite Nash, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. T. Nash, of Chicago. Since 
1907 Mr. Clock has been affiliated with the Masons. In  the same year he was 
advanced to the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and also crossed the 
sands of the desert with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He belongs to the 
Creve Coeur Club, the Country Club and the Phi Delta Theta Alumni Club. He 
is also a member of the Peoria Association of Commerce and is a director of the 
National Implement and Vehicle Show. He is n1uc11 interested in all that pertains 
to the progress and upbuilding of this city and his cooperation can ever be 
counted upon to further moveinents for the public good. He has republican 
tendencies but in politics does not feel hinlself bound by party ties and votes as 
his judgment dictates. 

, 

HENR,Y C. BLOCK. 

No history in this volume illustrates more clearly the force of perseverance, 
indefatigable energy and intelligently directed industry than that of Henry C. 
Block, whose life work from its beginning to the present time has been actively 
creative, public-spirited and useful. To build up rather than to destroy has ever 
been his proud policy and he attaclis everything that he undertakes with a contag- 
ious enthusiasm. I-Ie is prominent as one whose constantly expanding powers 
have talten him from humble suri-oundings to the field of large enterprises and 
continually broadening opportunities. As president of Schipper & Block, Inc., 
he occupies an enviable position anlong his fellow townsmen. who \villingly 
accord him a place in the front ranks not only by reason of his busitless cluall- 
fications and his success, but also owing to his progressive citizenship and the 
principles of honor that have guided his life. 

Mr.  Block was born in Leer, East Friesland, Germany, it1 1842. His fore- 
fathers on both the paternal and maternal sides were in the mercantile business 
for several generations and prior to that time the Eloclis were in the employ of 
the Prussian government as far back as 1630. i\Ir. Block's father came from 
Esens and others of the fanlily came originally from Elockl~uisen. His grand- 
mother was Anna Dorethea Olclendorp, who was born in Norden. Her father 
came from Grosslaverde and the home of his people for many years prior to that 
time was Aurich. 

Mr. Block's father conducted a small dry-goods and dyeing establishn~ent in 
Leer and the son was conversant with the details of the business from an early 
age. H e  was educated in Germany, benefitting by the excellent course of study 
which the high schools of that country offered to its young men. Immediately 
after putting aside his text-books he entered his father's dry-goods store, where 
experience thoroughly acquainted him with all departments of the trade. H e  was 
afterward engaged as a clerk in two large dry-goods stores in Germany before 
sailing for America in 1865, when twentp-three years of age. Landing in New 
York, he was for a year employed in a dry-goods store of that city and in 1866 
started westward, with Pelcin. Illinois, as his destination. His initial step as 
a business man in this state was made as a clerk in the store of George Tom. 
The follo\ving year he came to Peoria and entered the en~ploy of the Roebeck 
Dry Goods Company, then doing business on Main street. After a brief period, 
however, he returned to Pekin to enter the employ of Bonk Sr Company, leading 
dry-goods merchants of that city, and such was the appreciation of the house for  
Mr. Block's energy and business qualifications that he was offered a partnership 
and became a member of the firm. On the reorganization of the business the 
name was, changed to Schipper & Block, under which style a flourishing business 
is still carried on at Pekin. In 1880 Henry C. Block joined with his brother 
Frederick and Mr. Schipper and later they were joined by Theodore Kuhl in 



900 HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY 

opening a store in Peoria, which consituted the nucleus of the present magnifi- 
cent establishment of Schipper & Block of this city. The beginning was small- 
a little store on South Adams street-but the principles inaugurated and the policy 
pursued led to the continuous growth and prosperity of the business until the 
"Big White Store"-the largest dry-goods store in the state outside of Chicago- 
is today the pride of Peoria. Later the Schipper & Block Furniture Company 
merged their interests with the dry-goods establishment and the history of t l ~ e  busi- 
ness is now a part of the conlmercial annals of the city. Henry C. Bloclc as  PI-esi- 
dent of the company and a foremost business man of Peoria has amassed a splen- 
did fortune and has gained a bt~siness reputation of which he has every reason 
to be proud, yet in manner he is unassuining and his tastes are modest. While 
he does not claim credit for himself, the consensus of public opinion establishes 
his reputation as a man of distinguished business ability and a representative citi- 
zen and all w l ~ o  are brought in contact with him readily recognize his sterling qual- 
ities. There is one chapter in his life record that Mr. Block seldom mentions but 
which is a matter of justifiable pride to his friends. Six years ago, through the 
failure of a private bank, in which he held stoclc, but with whose inanagement he 
was not in any way associated, he lost a large personal fortune. Five years later, 
after having recouped a part of his losses, he voluntarily paid an additional 
amount, approximating one hundred thotlsand dollars, to,the depositors who had 
lost their savings in the banli. Such was the personal honor and high principle 
of the man that he paid this amount freely y ~ l ~ e n  there was no moral or legal 
obligation whatever for hiin to do so, the courts having discharged him of any 
and all liability. Such high principles had been guiding factors in his entire 
career and it is owing to this that his fellow townsnlen entertain for him the 
highest confidence and regard. 

In Peliin, in 1871, Mr. Clock was married to Miss 1,ouisa Smith, a member 
of a prominent family of manufacturers in Germany, and his married life has 
been particularly happy. H e  has never mingled to any extent in politics, devot- 
ing his time entirely to his business affairs, yet he is interested in the vital clues- 
tions of the day and has always supported the republican party. He belongs to 
the Creve Coeur Club and to the Methodist church. While in his business career 
he has passed on to a position of wealth and prominence, he has never neglected 
his opportunities to assist his fellow travelers on life's journey, his hand being 
often extended to aid those to whom nature, fate or environme~~r have seemed 
less kindly. I-Iis life has in large measure been an exemplification of his belief in 
the universal brotherhood of man. 
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